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'Anticipati"ng the Last Judgment"~ 
\ By C. H. Spu~g.c;on 

" 

THERE is a story told of two soldiers who, being ill I have: hea'rd of -the women 'of a certain 'island,' that 'the 
. the valley of J ehosha..phat, the one said to the' other, fi,rst slheet they wove was the winding-sheet, and thi·s 

"Here in this place shall be ',the general judgment, and. they' 'kept by them: t am ·afraid ,that this' ·fashion ha·s 
'theretore I wi'll now 'ta~e up my place where I'will then long' since died out;.and that iboth men and women live 
sit;" an<J, so, li-fting -up a s~orie, ihe sat down upon it, as a~ if there·.would 'be no ihereafter. Tihis ·is the root of 
ta'king his plaiCe rbeforehand; 'but, as he sat· there, such much of the impiety of our age .. 
a qua'king and trembling fell upon him, tAuit, -fallhig ~i't down, dear reader, if you are as yet unsa~ed, and 
to. t~e earth •. he remembered the day of jud'gment wifh take an hour for this~solemn exereise: it may p'ro~e the 
hOrror and amazement for ever after. turnin.g-point of your hi·stor,y. ,In a few years you. 'will 
. IMight it not ,be 'of' exceeding value' to many of our' he one of that vast assembly" and' have to answer, for 

friends. i:1i they woul'd try and' seat themselves in the every deed and word of your Hfe .. 'Think of it long; pic­
place which' tHey wHl occuopy at the last ,great day? Let ture it 'vividly; let i't work upon yOU'l' !llind. Thou'gh ·at 

, them ffuink th!1t ,it .has come, .and that they are presen.t, the first it fill you with fear.' and trembling, it may 
for it wilt soon be so. Let the~ look up, and realize the conduct' you to the. Saviour's -feet, and then, looking up 
scen!!, Behold, a g·reat white cloud comes floating up- .. to· ihim wi'thpenitential faith, you may .hear 'how to 
ward and forward, ,and .on .the cloud there' is a ,great "have Iboldness in the dai of judgment". If you' fly ,to 

", white throne, from which everything is reflec,ted of the J~~us as you·r Saviour you will not fear to face him as 
past and present- of mortal men. 'Gazing around· for a YOUI: King. It ·has been' well said, "Thou will~meet the· 
moment, the mighty multi'tude astoun:ds and amazes the, Great Day w~ll if thou get the Great Judge ·tq judge 
behqlder. T,he dead al'e '.there, and- in the millions of, the 'thee every day," 
living. The' sea has yielded up every coi-pse, and every ,Suppose that th£s ni·ght you ·sihould.start up, and find 
foot of earth teems with myriads upon myriad,s of':long- the day of .g·race over, and the day of judgment· begin­
'buried men. AU eyes are turned' towards the cloud, a·nd . ning! Suppose you should within an hou.r 'hear the Lord 
the throne, and, .the Son of 'God, who sits thereon; sur- Jesus say to you;'''Depart-!''These are no vain·imagiil­
rounded- :by a~ -in'numerable company of angels: Who ings, If you :r:emain as you are they will \ be true ere 
can adequately conceive, . long: Do hu't put them before yOU!! ,mind's' eye a little 

!'The pomp of that tremendous day, ' . be'~9~e the time, that you may judge of the wisdom of, 
When Christ with clouds shall come ?" ,running so grave a risk: Tlhose who wisih to act w~ll 

See the :boo'ks are opened, and the last assize_,begi~s, with 'on ·great public occasions rehearse their parts before-
'. sound of'tr~mpet, -It is even now at our doors, and 'the hand, Unconverted friend, rehearse your ',part, and pre­

'thought of it is en_ough to arouse the fears and startle pare ·you·rself :to receive the·drea..d sen'tence . .which awaits 
. the 'consciences of all 'but the'most ;brutal. and graceles's ~II 'who are out of ·Christ" Are you afraid to ,think of it? 
of men. .'. '. . Be 'much more afra·id of enduring .it! If: even' to dream 

of the Last Day ·is a terrible event, what mus't it be then 
Tlie "putting off or .forgetting of the -Lord's coming to "be ·there in real'ity? The,',prisoner who will not' even 

and, the jud;g.inent / is the cause of much 'ha·rdness of ' thi:nk of his trial is in his conscience assured of a :verd-ict . 
heart. The- ·ev.il servant. would npt .. have 'behaved himself. of condemnation. Would he not be far wiser to 'seek 
so ill if I).e -had 10Q'ked upon his master's return ,'asnear' . for a Counsellor to plead his 'cause? . Will you .not seek' 
at 'hand: Men 'wh'o have death at' their, 'elbow~and see· ,One? Jesus, the fa:ithfl,ll Counsellor, aSKS no. fee. Com-, 

:- <l~~·gment:lbefore their ~yes, are likely .t~--break off. their mit.your'.cause inlif:> hisoliand, !in~ you need not,fear the 
'.' SlDS !by rIghteousness, and se.~k :t~ .be"r«rc;onciled" to .God: Las.t Assize. . . " . . '. ' . ,'. 
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"BOYS" .•. 
By C. P. Jensen. Nigeria. West Africa 

~'s m~st people know :the site of a mission station or 
residence in Africa. :is caHed a compound and mostly. 
covers several acres, The. maintenance of such a com­
pound requi.res tJhe help of '''boys''. A persona~ servant, 
no matter what his a'ge may !be, is designated "boy". 
M'ost of our ihelpers are, however, boys or young men. 
"Boys" are 'd'ivided into several groups, as house boys, 
compound boys, laundry boys, etc. The house boys work 
in the house, the.compound- 'boys outside. 

Why' should missionaries have "servants" (such· as 
, they are) to work, for tihem 1·. Tihere are several goo~ 

reasons: (1) ,Because the African would consider it 'bel 
neath what they are pleased to think of as our.dignity­
if we did·' the work ·ourselves. . (2) Because doing ""'the ' 
work in the house or on the compound would :take nea·rly, 
'al'l ·of one's time, leaving us little time or strength for 
the . spiritual work, ,the doing of whidh is Qur only reasori 
for being fuere. To these mi'ght be added that by :having 
these !boys with us they 'receive a tra:ining whichlater. 
on .4elps to lift Hving con'ditions· in their own ihomes and 
surroundiri,gs, and finally tJhat by our havlng these boys 
they ,not only receive ·mental training, but also such 

- spiritual training 'th,rou'gh our :homes and 's!'hools that 
. many of them later on are 'alble to help us in.!l;hat phase 
of our work 'by going on from. ",boy" into further train­
ing and become elders, teachers'or pastors in the 

-churches. '1 

~~t Gins,.l _it.-, . , .. 
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Sometimes missionaries have more ·'boys·' on their . \ . 

' staff ;tihan they actually need, but engage them in order would 'be dowry money to pay when he should want to' 
to 'keep them as mentioned above. I remember one young get married, and for that he would, need at least eight 
man, David; who was very eager to get more Bible train- pounds ($40.00). ,. 
ing. There was no pos'sibility of his being Il'ble to attend . An even nearer and therefore more imperative need 
school where .h~ would ,receive the 'oesired training, so he was to have some money for Chl'istmas 'when many of 
came to us again and rugain asking to be taken on as , them clubbed together and sent someone all the way 
one of our boys. We already h:ad as many ·as· we could to Lagos to buy clothes in v.;.hich to celebrate that season .. 
afford to '!keep: Ibut as he continued to ask and we had a . Shortly before Christmas 'Silas' savings had reached the 
great de~ire to help him my 'wife and I decided that by sum of one pound ($5.00) and I have no doubt that he 
doing without s!lgar we woul'd be ruble to ihelp hini, so . felt he could, look tJhe immediate fuiu're in the faee with­
for quite a while David became our "'sugar-'boy'~ and daily. out ,fear and ,get a lot of nice thingls for Christmas, but 
attended the school where he eould, read the Bi'ble to.·his something else.ihappened . 

. . hea'n's content and have its teaching explained. . I'f; was announced in the-church that a certain· ISunday 
Silas was another ,boy we had, a'bout that time. ·He before Ch.ristmas was to be the day in wh-i(!h everyone 

was a lad of some 15-a. 7 years· 'Of a·ge. 'He was one of was to' 'bring his 'gift for the Lord',s work to be used 
the' compound boys and whatever time· he had after during the following year. Tlhe usual :thing' was for mar- '. 
scl)ool hours was s'pent .hoeing the garden. One of his, ried men to 'give abOut five shillings· each a~d for -the 
companions among the ooIDrpound !boys was nam~d . young men an:d the women to 'give about twoshiUings and 
Balogun. Balogun was a 'great t:aHcer and often I would six ,pence each. They were urged to give more; but vel'y 
have to go a~d see whether they- were ta)king and work- 'few feit they were able to go beyond this. • 
'ing or just ta,lking. One of t~e Yoruba words I came to IWhen the day arrived there was quite a bit .of exeit~ 
know best at that time was "E~mu·ra"---'hurry up-from ment. All were eager to know how much would ibe given. 
constantly saying it to tih'Ose two boys. At the inornin'g s~rvice tJhe preacher urged them to con-
. Silas recei;ed the sum of two shillin'gs (fiftty 'cents) sidei' God's :gift to them and then show their love to Him 
p.er w.eek .for his hoeing. Out of this he had to ~eet all .. by giving _as mu~h as possible .. The 'preacher theJl left • 

• ex.penses as food, cllOthes, Moks, church collections, etc. them to iCOllect the gifts, which, being 'in A:frica, could 
To us it seems a smaIl amount, ,but hy liV;ing as cheaPly . not be 'done so 'quietly and- quiCkly as it would be done 
as possible he was able to save some for the future' as among less emotional people. . 
well as meet all current expenses. At·the end of ea'ch It was nol'long after we ·had left:the church that Silas 
'week, when 'giverl his wruges, he would hand me back six came and asked for all his money. I :gave it to him think.: 
pence (twelve cents) 'as'king me to. keep it fo~ hi-m. He' ing they II)ust iliave. fou~d someone who was goin'g to", 
would need to save some for 'before so very long there (Conelruled 011 JlGIl" -15) 

j .. 
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"Mother! Are:. All the Children In?" 
A Sermon by Dr. T. ~. Shields 

Rreached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church. Sunday Morning, June 18th, 1939. 
(Stenograiphic8:l'U,' Reported) 

"And none at you shaH go out at 1lhe door at h!is house untiq the m·ormng." 
-Exod~ 12:22 . 

THE chapter 'we have studied together in the School 
this morning is a d'ivine direction for the selection 

of 'the passover famb, instructing the people as to its 
quality. how it is to be sacrificed: the blood Sprinkled. 
and themselves to !be sheltered beneath the . .blood. We 
I'ead this morning that we are saved through the 'precious 
bloOd of 'Christ as 'Of·a Lamb wi'tlhout :blemish and with-

, out spot. The New Testament teUs us that the pas'sover 
Iamb was a type of "the Lamb of God, whi<;h ~keth away 
the sin of the wOl'ld"; "Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed 
for us." So we are on safe ·ground when we look at this 

. c~ipter fo:t;, directi'ons . for ou,rselves. . 

. had forsaken her while she was young, who had thrown 
'her carelessly upon a pitiless -world; for whom other 
people 'had taken thought. , ,~ 

- !Let me speak to you teachers this morning .. -1- ~ow 
it ou·ght not ta ,be -so, but we 'have to dea:l with things as 
they ate, and not as things. as they ou·ght. to be. You 
teachers 'know that among your scholars there are ·many 
who have ,but very littie parental care, particularly care 
for the ·spi.ritual welfare of their children. And it is 
given to ~s. to supply -what they 'have failed to provi.de, 
and· to love the little ones for the ·Lord·'s sake. There are 
mothers who never spare themselves, who unwearied·ly· 
watch over their family day' and ni·g-ht, who are up early The lamb being slain, the blood, sprinkled, the ·fa·mily 

gathere4 beneath its sJ"elter, they were 'admanished: in the morning to care for. their children. 'I remind· you 
"None of you shall .go out at 'the door of 'his 'house until teachers tb.at that is Y9ur O'bligation: to. 'be as a father 
,the ·morning." T·hat night the Lord was to 'pas's through land mother for spiritual pUl'lposes to thase who unfor­
the land, and He promised that when 'He should see the tunately are wi1ihout a ·shepherd .. I We ought to .be pas .. -
blO'od He would pas's over them. Thei,r only safety was :tors obrselves, and make it an obJ.igation to care for 

- in being .sheltered beneath tha't·'blood;'rflhe doors were'to those fOl'lwhom we are responsi'ble.. . 
be closed, and no one 'was to presume togo out of the,' We havEl many,faithful teachers, a great army of 
house until the morning. . them. ;Some of Y'OU aUow·yourselves to 'sleep in on ISun­

We ha.ve ·here a large school, and· a ''large company of 
children, lb'Oys and girls, some of them very young, and 
young. men and women. And· I want to lay special 
emphasis tb·is morning upon the re8ponsibility which 
re8ts upon th08e who halve the care of other8; 'These 
IsraeIitis'h parents were .respon~i,ble for their· children. 
No one could afford to be carele'ss. They were to ta'ke 
a lam'!:> for the h'Ousehald, and, beneath its sheltering 'blood 
th~ entire family was to be made secure. "-

Sometimes a minister has to deal with parents who 
seem to !be "without natural' affection" as the Scripture 
says; who seem to have but little care for the &piritual 
or. even for the temporal welfare of their children .• 

:1. 

'I should like to remind you of a very 'simple Pl'inciple, 
wrapped up in this chapter, that IT IS 'GoD'S ·WAY FOR THE 
PARENTS TO LAY-UP FOR THE CHILDREN. Parents have a 
certain responsi'bUity for the c:hildren who have derived 

, their )ife from them, and· GO'm will surely hold parents 
to account fOl' the care,' or the . lack of it, which they, 
afford th'ei! children. But very especially let me spea:k 
of the concern-we ought aU to feel for those who ·are 
you~g in years, for those, per'hllPs, wh'o cannot as yet 
think for themselves. 

Sometimes there comes' to my attention some tragic 
famjly sorl'Ow. I heard n'ot long ago of a young ·girl 
W'ho was ·og.roping out after knowledge of her mother, who 

day morning. Some of you do not take your work with 
sufficient seriousnes.s, as though it were sometning that 
cou'ld 'be attended to at you·r convenience. But it is not 
'a hit of use to assume responsibility for a class unless 
you intend faithfully to diseharge it, not occasionally, 
but all the ti-me. Ta'ke the children to you,r !heart. Live 
for them, as were these parents requirep to do. I _.. ." 

1,1. 

And the parents to whom this word oJ direction was 
given, were warned of THE DANGER OVERHANGING THE 
LAND. A destroying angel would pass. The· firstborn 
would 'be slain. There was a principle of judgment that 
wou'ld soon be operative. And ·they w:ere told how they 
mi'ght secu·re themselves ag~inst that day ~ , 
,I told you tliis morning of little Margaret Smith, carry­

·ing home some matches from the store. By some means 
one of them ignited, and ·her clothes took fire. She was 
so badly JJurned that a little 'gi'rl wHo was with us last 
~unday is not wi'th' us' to-day. But there are other t;tt·ingl) 
than matches that c:hildren carry a'bout with them. There 
are ·in those young lives fearful potentialities' for evil, 
Who knows what wHl :become of these children, some of 
them, if we do not care 'fo~hem! An4 'how i·mportant it 
is that we should recognize the tl'uth that. these moral 

. evils exist,. and that· i t is necessary that ",e should exer-
cise ourselves to save th~ child'l'en. , 

. I have the fullest sympathy with those who provide 
recreation for little children. A man· told me of having 

; 
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a ·good time yesteraay morning. He was an aviator, and­
he said he was asked Iby some cl.ub to go out to a camp. 
Some one flew about with 'him with 'b8lgs of rubber baUs. 
The chHdren were ibeing entertained in the. camp at a: 
picnic: As 1Jhey flew over the, camp this' ,good fri~~d 
threw out the rubber balls.' He said, "I don't know when 
I have had so much fun as I had this morning ,seeing 
th'OsEl.ehildren ,catch the balls ·and play with them." That 
is all very lovely. ,By all means let the children be fed and 
clothed, and 'provided with ,recreatio~. We do our best ,at 
that. We are going to have a picnic for them shortly ~ 
I hope y()U Will all be there. . . ' : • 

'then every Christian man and woman wo~ld- ,be con­
cerned .fpr Elvery one else, Whether his ownchildr.en or 
some'body else's children whoa·re not sheltered accol'ding 
to divine provision: . '. . . 

Oh, may I exhort you, my dear friends, who are pro- . 
fessing 'Christians, and very' padicularly those of" you . 
for whom I ,fe,el\alspecial 'responsiibHity, the members of 
this chu'rch,' that we must believe 'God; believe His 'Word 
more implicitly, and yield ourselves, not alone· to- its 
promise: of 'peaceand joy, but we are to 'believe its fear­
ful threatenings, the 'Predi~tioris_of judgnient, the solemn 
words of !Scripture which are just as true, so that ~e may 

... ~ind shelter for ourselves! and for 'others ! . But I remind you of these deeper things thi;tt lay hold 
of young lives, that cannot ,be overcome 'by any kind of 

I'll. physical treatment - ·moraI":·il1s which 'grip the 8'oul, and . , 
are enth:ely beyond ~uman s'ldJ.! to remedy. 'Tlhese a.re"": . These .par~nts, every man for his hou!!e'hold, were ad­
the things' to ,which we, as Ghristians, must ,give' thought. monished to accept God's way ·of deliverance;. and th~t 

" ltemember that thechUdren need sheltering f'rom these was THE WAY OF BmOD. The l'amb wal'l to be slain, 
things. '''Sin, when it is f.in,ished, 'bringeth 'forth death.'" and:the blood; sprinkied. What a fool a 'man would, have 
The destroying- angel comes even"tually. 'That i.s ~ note been to have called that in question! Co'uldanyone have 
that is scarcely ever sounded nowadays. . , . excp.sed him if he had said, "Well, other !people can pro-

, . 'I told m. y ~lass this morning (If 'some experiences I ha'd vide blood for the salvation 'of their houses, but I think 
had in ministerial meeting,s years 'befote these matters I kn~w a 'better way than,' that-." oli, the wic'kedness~f 
became the subject of public 'comment in' pu)pits. I told those men, whether in the puJpit or in the pew, or in 
.them of 'a minister, a very prominent· II\an, t6Q, whom I. coll"ege halls;- or in the family'"::...- I say, the wickedness 
heard facetiously remark 'to his hrethren t}lat once when of those Who dare attempt to change 'God's provision! 

,,you say, "But -it is abhorrent to m. e !'" . , he was young ,and ·he had no more sense, he had da'roo to 
, preach frornthi:dext: "The'wicked shall be turned into :We 'h~d a profes'sor in McMaster wjth whom we ha~ 
hell, and, all the .nations that forget God".' Tbey aH ~ontr~versy a li~tle while ago. He lY~ horrif~ed at the 
laughed. He ,s'aid, "I asked the ,Lord to forgive me, and .ld'e.a of blood 'belI~g. ne:cessary,. to .llalvatI~n. I .wlsh people 
promised' if He would tha.t I should. never repeat the . could 'be. as lhor·rIfled, by the thmg which. has made the' 
error: Then there was' another laugh. For my soul's sake". b!oo'd necessa.ry. 'If lYe cO!lla only. !be as troubled abQut 
I finally stayed home 'f1"0111 those meetings, for 'I 'tou~d our. sins, it w:ould, be a great advantage. But we are not 

" that the ,great truths of GOd's Word! Were' being trif~d ~ presume to !Change the divine prescri'ption . 
. with very, often ;by 'men who had Ibeen ordained to preach' :A man takes a cou:t:s'e in pharmacy. 'He learns .some- . 
1fuem.' thing of the nature of certain ' drugs, 'and 'how they· should 
.' "Somebody laid.on my 'desk this morning an' 'article in ' be,compolinqed, and some day sO~elbod,y comes in with a 
which some wdter speaks of the 'great d,iscovery that the . physician's prescription. Did you 'ever !hear of a druggist 
policy of appeasement had failed, and that now this evil, who would presume to say, 'even thou'gh he is trained, 
that was stalking 'through t~e land: had to !be dealt with. "Your :doctor has prescri,b~d tJhis, ':blit I thin'k 'I ,can 1m" 
I wonder how 'anyone ever' supposed that .the policy.of' pJ::oye upon .'his Pfesicription.'" Trained' man, ali·,he. is, 
'appeasement could'do other than fail! I have' always wOll- it is not his ibusiness to improve, on it: it i's his to 

.' dered what way Mr. Chamberlain's ~ead was put .on. execute the order exactly as it.fs 'given to lii~ • 
. Surely the insani~y that' has prevailed has· now 'been Why should we presume to change the 'divine order 

revealed. ,Bur you haye the'ologically, religious~y, this of things? This is the prescription: This is 'Got;l.'s remedy 
attempted 'pollcy of. a.ppeasement, as thouglh evll coul~. for 'sin and whether you understand, it or not that is. 
be' t~ifled w.ith: Physician~ do not'trifle with 'Smallpox not yo~r concern: Your concern is to 'com'ply with ;it, ',to 
or ~lth Yenow Fever, or WIth som.e o~er deadl! mala?y. .dp exactly as you are told,. ,Then your 'resp'onsi,bHity end~. 
It l'S only the fool who-does n.ot ~now wh~ t:rlfles WIth S6, see'to it, teachers, that whatever else you do,' as often 
th~llIe !hings. The. ma~ w~o k~~w~ that ~n~at ~hic.~ ~he all YQ~ ,teach y~ plake it cl~at to the yo.unges~ 'scholar , 
mlc.roscope can s'ca.rcely·d!scover,·the,re-ls the potentlahty as to the oldest'that there: is no 'other way of salvation 
of death, han'dIes:.u withglov~d hand. Hi's ver~damiliar- 'but through th~ blood of. Chtist; ':Dhat is where our em­
'ity"with the· horror of it makes. him 'afraid of it. We phasis ought always to be: ' And we a,re enjoined per~ 

'ou.ght to he afraid of, these thi~gs that are' destroying .petually to keep in remembrance the. indis,pensability. or' 
the :souls of ~e? 4-nd remember,. the~e i-s a re~l 'l!lenace the blood~ "This ,cup is the new testwment in my blood: 
f.or II.1,en an.d wo~en, and ,'PO!S and .. ;g.lrls, ~nd' l~ we he,- tp,i.s do ye, as oft as. ye drInk it, in remembi'alJ,ce of me" . 
he~e,. ~s dId .~es.e p~rents, the dlV1,ne /l'~VelatlOn, 'and, For ,as oft as ye eat this 'bre8ld, al1d drin'k this cu'p, yeo 

. the d~vme ;predlCtwn, we shaH be alarmed, too: . If. you· do :show. the Lord's'death Wllhe come." . 
had asked any father in the land the reason for his . ~:. ., 

: anxiety 'ror 'his wjfe and ,his children, the reason why IIV. ' . 
the smiie had left hi,s face, an:d: he seemed to be a man' ISO then; Ibelieving at once'in the danger, and in the 
having ,some deep concern; if 'Y,O)l had said, '~hat .has efficacy of ,'tl1e divine remedy prescribed,' IT. 'WAS NEXT 

'. happened 1" he, would have said; "God has spoken,. and I THEIR D.U.TY TO SPRINKLE THE BLOOD upon the do!)r poSts ' 
" believe God. 'Tlhat is :what mak¢s me. concerned'." And', anctIintels, to make appli~atiod of -it. Th~t is tbe qUes- , 
, that 'is why' people ·are not concerned. They do not be: tion.· You.r 'orthodoxy counts for nothing unless it leads, 

Jieve God. If we pelieved 'God, and ib~lieved- this Wor$l, ' you, actuaIly, bt faith: to 'sprinkle the' blood. The' srain 

.I I, ' 

.~ . " 

'. , . ~ 
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lamb was there. Blood had'been outpoured, but it was I. !have. known mothers who never ·go to bed' until·the 
the 'hyssop that was dipped therein,' and the ·blood last child is "in. 'I Iknew a woman years ago, whose son 
sprinkled upon the lintels and door posts that inade -that left home, and did:'not write .. His mothez: did not know 
household a 'safe shelter for those who d-welt therein. where he had 'gone. When I knew her she had, not heard 
. 'Could anything be simpler 1Jhan that? :Can you conceive from 'h'im for twenty ye!·rs, and she did not 'know I 
of any simpler method? A man ,m'igh"t not be particularly whether !he was alive or dead. ~his was not a 'story out 
intelligent, 'he' might 'be· sadly lacking in educational of a Ibook, 'but s9mething'l observed myself. Passing by 
training; he might be ,rath~rstu'Pid in a ·great many her house at ni-ght, or after nightfall, there was· always 
things, ',but surely if he had~ a mo.dicum of intemgence .a }i-ght in the window. Every day" of her life shEl. said, 
he could dip that hyssop' in blood, and s'Prin~le 'i1r on .. It may be he wi'll come home~to'day .. He may 'get here 
the lintel and door posts. And. that -was all 1Jhat was at nigmt, and if he does, I 'want 'hini to know that I 
required., ' expect him.'; An!J· 'so she always kept the light ·burning., 

. . . You do not need, to '!b'e a profound theologian in order . How solicitous we ought to be for the -welfare of our 
to 'be' saved.; Yo'u need 'only to believe what God says,' . friends, ibut more especially fot the: safety of those who 
and to put your wnole confIdence in the Lord 'Jesus ·are our own flesh and 'blood,! I have often pictured that 

, scene. It does no-t. require ·a very vi:vid :im3.!gination to 
Ghrist, and trust in ¥is :bloo~; and say, "I~ J.·am lost at see them gathered' there with the dool'. shut. ,I can almost 
last, if shall ,go down washed i~.the ,blood." 'imagine the fatper going around the family circle and 

Is the blood sprin'kled, 'OOY's' an'd 'gi,rl-s? Are 'you,;trust-' calling on~ 'after an~th~r 'by name, cal~ing the family roll. 
ing In the precious "blood of Christ, men, and women? "W'hat' are you doing. father?" "Oh, I just want to Ibe 
I. wonder why it ~hould be .'1!houglh-t irregular, if I knew sure that they are aU·in .. I want to be su·re that n,obbdy 
you aIr by name, and I could, just point to one' after an- 'is forgotten." I can imagine mother"S doing the same­
other and say, "Now,lell me, has the :blood been 1Jhing. And what if, just as :tire sun were .going down, 
sprinkh:id? ,Suppose: one .concerned' for 'his neighbour they should discover that one of ·the family was not 

. shQuld have walked ~long the street tliat day, and he . sheltered beneath the blood!' Some'bod,y' has' gone out! 
had ·seen house after house with the bIo'od s'Prin'kle~, and What .if mother .had' said, "Oh, he 'wHI be all right, fat'her; 
he ·should come upon one :house where there was no blood, I know 'he is not in 1Jhe 'house, but then the Lord knows 
would you no-t have expected Mm to !knock" at the. door that he is an Israelite. The Lord knows that he belongs 
and, say, "Nei'gh'bour, have you f.orgotten that this is to the fam"ilY." "An, ;but, mobher,' the.·Lord has not 
the night of the 'Passover? Has no ·lamb beep. selected? promised to s'Pare anyone because he is an Israelite. The 
,Has no .Jamb ,been 'slain?" "0'11, yes.'~ "But you have only promise we have .from Him is ~at: 'when I see t!he 
no~ sprinkled, it: you have not m~de applicatio,n- of it." blood, I will pass over you' .. Ii 'he is not under the blood 
·Of what value for a man to say, "I 'have heard the 'gospel he is .ju·st as. mu~h .in danger .asanyE,gyptian ~n, the 
all my life. 1 know all ai};)out ·it." Of course .. "But have land." And there is no rest' for any member. of th~ 
you ta·kens·helter lleneath its ·protection? . Are ·you. ~ru.tJt- family while one is outside. One can imagine the father 
ing in the blood: of Christ?" That is the .great:matter: going out'to look for him, and .. perhaps an elder .son 

And then 'I suppose' it.isquite possi!ble that',after it sayil}g, "Father. do 'n~t risk it; "Do,.not step· outside.' 
was sprinkled, a. dou'bt 'may ·have come into 'IJh'e man's 'Please do keep within the 'shelter of the blood." There 
mind.: "My instructions \vere to sprinkle the door posts' is no safety anywhere else'. :,' , , 

- and· lintel. "I wonder did I do it properly?" ,If 'he had rI'hat i·s my mes'8a'ge to you this m~rning.· If you would 
, any question, what d'O you, 'suppose 'he would :have~ done? give to your ch'ildren the greatest of all gifts, !bring them 
r thin:k lie would· have said, "I shall maKe sure," amLhe ,to Him. Who is the Gi.ft" of God, that' they ma~ receive' . 
would have ·gone out and si>~in'kled the blood agaIn. eternal life. H you would, .show the: ·greatest possihl,e 

lHave yo"u'any'dou:bt about.your conversion, albout,yoUl' kindness to a friend,' then bring';him, or her, iby God's 
acceptance with God? Let. me exhort you to ma·ke· su,re grace; under 1Jhe.-shelter of the 'bloo'd. You ,remember 
of it. Pray t!he pubIican'sprayer again: Let the 'blo~d . your friends at 'Christmas time, or on thei~ Ibirthdays, or 
be sprin!kled if it never has :been; ,and if it has ,been, it 'some other 'special occasion, anij' ,you. say, "Wliat can I 
will not hurt -to" cover yourself once a·gain wIth the. tblood. . do for them ? How can I show ·my,clove for them." 
On1y mao}<e '.su.re of "it.. You· ca·n a1)foM to Ibe mistakep. . 'I 'was looking .at some pictures' iast night of the King 
about some thin'gs, for· you wiJIl have opportunity to and Queen .. ' I said to 'myself, '''1 wonder ~o-w many tons 
correct them, but you ''Camlo-t afford to'ma:ke- a' mistake of flowe.rs her M;a:jesty the Queen, ~:t:ried' while she was 
in th'is one v.ital matter. That must be attended to. 'More iIi ICanada.. F.lowers everywihet,e! :Wherever she .went 
important than buying land or providling food or clothes, , somebody pr.esented her With flo~ers! Well, that wa!3 ", 
or ·insura'nce - these things may' Ibe neglected; /but if very: lovely. A rose's a·ge is 'but a day, and! al. t~e flowers 
we fa"il :here,-we fail everywhere. 'I beg Qf 'you c'hur.ch· we give to our friends must soon perish. 'But you have 
members, J'aivi's IStreefpeople, and \everyo~e eIse,' look rendered everlasting :ssr,vice to anyone if you use your 
again to the door posts and, lintels, and- maike 'sure that inf-Iuenc~ to bring ~at sou:} un~er the .shelter of the 
when you go out from this place this morning tHere is 'not blood.. . ' 
in ~i,J.r ~eart the shadow of a doubt, and you willI 'be able And as for you Who are not 'Christians, if th'ere 'are any , 
to say "Ha'llelujah! I kn~w ,i am unde~ the blood." here this morning, I bring you this simple old sto:ry which 

And then. there was 'a kind of vicarious fa-ith to be I have ·beep. ·preaching from this :pulpit no~ for over 
.. exercised. 'Those who were charged with the l'esponsi- tw~nty-nine yeal's, and-'I shall. never nave any other story 

bility of provid,ing each fo~ his househol~, having done a's l~ng as I am here: , 
so" wl;)re admonisped to cover their hou'seholds beneath ~'what can w~ aW8;y~ my sin? 
the s'helter· 'God had provided. And one after another' they .' Nothing.but the blood Of Jesus! 

. were',brou.ght in. What can.make me wihole &gain? 
Notihing but the blood C1f J~BUS! 

," 
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NothIng else can save you girls, you :boys, you young 
people. . The King could not save' you; the Queen could 
not save you; all the armies of Britain could not save 
you; nobody can save-you bu.t 'God. And God Himself, 
may I reverently Say it,' can save- you ~n only one way, 
and that is through th~ 'blood 'of our Lord Jesus 'Christ. 

. Ob, let us trust Him this morning! ~et us fin~ salva-
tion in this SJafetelter! . . 

And as' for those of us who a·re Ohristians, let us take 
hold of our ta8'k with' a new-determination that we Will 
go .forward preaching the gospel of the !blood. Let uS' 
as'k 'God 'to he1p us that it may be so. 

Let us pray: 
o Lord. we thank Thee this morn.illlg that there ;is nothing 

we have te do, because everything is done. Nothing to do 
but just believe on the Lamb of \God, and by our- faith in 
His blood which was spririkled, we are saved for~ver. 

May this be a day of s&lvation to someone, for-Tlly 'name's 
sake, A~enl 

ROME AT WORK IN NIGERIA 

Each wee'k we recei~e letters from all parts of the 
world. Readers write to· express a·ppreciation for the 
ministry of THE GoSPEL 'WITNESS in far off places of 
the earth. Others write to inquire about suitable lite~­
ture for -distriibution in order to ·repulse some religious 
sect. -' ~ . '. 

, . 

BOLIVIANS ENCOURAGE-D.TO EAT CHRISTI 
A missionary in Bolivia, 'South America who receives 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS recently 'Sent us a letter in whilili 
he ·gives an accurate translation of a ,poster which the 
Roman 'Oatholic ··Church display,s in his city. The pur­
pose of this blasphemy is to encourage men to attend 
mass .. Below i'S the translation: . 

- MAN ••• LISTEN TO ME. 
~Do you want t, gleam T 
Do you want to shineT 
-Do you want to be great before men T 
Then become as tiny as the :B8be of· ~ethlehem; who 

became so tiny that he turned into a little piece of bread, 
. in order that we might eat him, and by thiS way of be­
coming tiny, he has become the peak figure of history. 
Just eat him in th'e holy eucharist. taking communion the 
firSt Friday and the firs~ Saturday of each month, and 
in this '!ay you will acquire t:rue greatness. ' 

In thy presence, Lord, 
I wanno be tiny. • 
By taking communion I will be great, 
And tiny at the 'same time. 
'. . ----"'---

UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA BUYS THE 
DRINKS FOR KREMLIN AGENTS 

.Un·4er ·the ca'ption, "Russ Clergy Like a Drink," .The 
Ottawa Citizen, published- in Ottawa; Canada, December 
5, On its front pa'ge carried the following news item from 
Montreal: 

"Temperance-minded officials of the United Church 
I(of Canada) made a concession yesterday to three Rus­
~ian church' offjcials touring Canada as their guests. 

"The question of liquor carne up when Rev. Ernest E. 

One letter came tMs week from..:Ni-geria, Africa. The 
writer had met a GOSPEL WITNESS reader' on a train 
there and apParently our faithful reader recommended 
the paper. As a result the following letter arrived here 
in Toronto~ 
'- Brothers in Jesus, / . 

Long, secretary of the 'general council of the church, was 
. told tlie Russians Hke.a drink with thei{" meals. 

We. in this part of. the world, are in the worst type·.of 
darkness. The sorry r"~son iii that Romllnism pollutes 
our undemtanding concerning God. The few of us ·Protes­
tBlllts, by the help of God. do try to ~mbat the false and 
unscriptural theology of Romanism.· We need guide boo~s 
and helps from enlightened br~hren like you. The en­
closed Romish tracts speak for themselves. They are 
distributed on cars by the Romish priests over here to 
everyone. even in the markets. 'Help me by sending me: 

(1) Regular supply of ''The Gospel Witness". , 
(2) One of the following: 

(a) .Blakeney's Manual of Romish COntroversy; 
(b) Popery in Its Social Aspects, 
. by Dr. 'R. P. Blakeney . 

(c) The Priest. the Wom8lll and the Confessional. 
by Fath'er. Chiniquy, - . 

or if the request cannot -be' granted at once, enlighten me 
on the condition necessary or the SUbscription (price). I' 
will attach myself to you BIIld bring others. I eame across 
a paper reader in a train, 'from whom I took particular" 
about you. I am. . . . 

.......... ,. .............................................. , ............... . 

THE 'qOSPEL WITNESS thus does I- ~aluable mi~siona.;y 
work We s'haH send this young believer the mat.erials 
he requested as we have done in other cases. Donations 
which you send to THE GOSPEL WITNESS help in this vital 
ministry. . 

I 

Whom God by His ·grace delivers out of, a spiritual 
Egypt, He wil'llbring to a heavenly Canaan. 

-MATTHEW HENRY, 

"Mr. I-ong decided that 'if it's on the bill, we'll pay for 
it,' and. left it up to the Russians to decide. whether they 
want to drink with their meals or not." 

-Christian Beacon, December 22,1955. 

/ JUST SUPPOsE 
Just Suppose the· Lord should begin tomorrow to make 

people as sick as they say they. are 'on Sunday; . 
'\ Just Suppose the Lord should' take away the child 
Whom parents u-se as an excuse for staying away' from 
ch~rch.; . 

J'list Suppose the Lord should make some people as 
poor.as they say they are when asked to help finan.ce His 
pro·gram; 
"- . . . . 

Just Suppose the Lord. should have every' one stoned 
for covetousness as He d'id Achan; _ 

Just.S"ttpposcthe Lord should strike dead: all those who 
lie about giving or paying their tithe, as He did Ananias 
and Sapphira for lyin'g about money matters; 

Just S1Iijypose the Lord' should let some parents. look 
into the·-future and see whaf·their e:xamlPle -and lax ~n-
trol did for their children; . . 

Just Suppose all 'Christians should really live consist­
ently and prove iby their lives' that they really love the 
Lord; -
. Yes, Just Suppose, and then, by the help of the Lord, 

·go forth an:d live and serve as, i.f eternity were coming 

I 
ri'ght soon! 

-Baptist ~essenger. 

( 
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Some Questions About .Modern. Evangelism 
Ev AN'GELIISM is the ·great· work of true churches! 

'-'Tbat chu,rch whieh can boast s'plendid architecture, 
a ·gifted choir and a talented preacher. is fortunate but 
if its chief distinguishing feature is not its constant 
quest for souls, tJhenit has misunderstood its Lord's 
marching orders. "EvangeHze or fossilize" ,is. not mere'­
Iy a colourfu.! cliche; it ,represents a vital truth in the 
work of the gos·pel. 

. Present Day Evangelism 
Few' ages have seen so many evangelistic campaigns 

and! ~rusades as has the pres·ent era. From all quarters 
of the world come daily repoJ;1;s of large city-wide cam­
paigns with thousands in attendance and hundreds re­
sponding to the invitations to profess IChrist ,publicly. 
In addition to these mammotih ·meetings, there are in­
numerable campaigns in the smaller cities and towns of 
.this cont-inent. That there is a genuine revival in pro­
'gress, we doubt; 'but that this is an evangelistically-
minded age we cannot deny. J 

Blind Acceptance 
Now we have .gladly granted that the great work of 

true churches. is that of evangelism and have observed 
that tJhis a·ge abounds with ,glowing ,reports of evangelis­
tic campaigns. The majority of· evangel-icals apparently. 
feel that since this is true, we shoul'd si~ply accept. at 
face value all the accompaniments and associations of 
this modern variety of evangelism. He who would dare 
raise any questions fa:ces the risk' of the censure of 
Christians who regard sucit b~haviour as the very height 
of impiety and a su·re indication of low sPirituality and 

_a pharisaic ~ndition. 
With this .prospect of rigorous censure and 'some violent 

written expressions from ,good people, we are venturing 
to· rai'se our timid voice and! ask some qu·estions about 
these ,popular-styl~ evangelistic campaigns which. cur­
,rently enjoy the support of every type and 'shade of 
Protestant. In'so doing, we dO not ·question the sincerity 

-of the evangelists or tJhe motives of the evangelicals· who 
cooperate. Involved in such cru'sades, however,. are cer­
tain features which should 'cause every pastor and indeed 
every believer...to stop and meditate. 

tihe new birth than he has with a follower of the 
Ara'bian prophet. No evangelicai in 'his ·riog:h.t mind would 
'seek the support of a Buddhist in an evangelistic cam- . 
pai'gn; no more :Should we seek the support ofa modern­
ist who is more of an' enemy of the cross' than those w.ho 
attack from without. . 

We resolutely 'believe, in the light of ,Scri,pture, tihat 
we should not expect or seek the support of 1Jlod.ernists. 
Fl;1r.thermore, we should not accept 'such support for, ·in 
so doing, -we only confuse the· issues and compromise the 
gospel. Our reliance is' upon spiritual weapons of which 
modernism i}mows nothin:g- and our consuming -desire is 
to see men saved and instructed :in the things of God -
a desire which modernists ridicule. If modernism offers 
its support we do well to'. spurn lt, knowing that the 
gospel program a,n'di the program of -mod'erni'sm are two 
distinct prO'g·rams . 

2. Why do modernists support ~uch city-wicJe campaigns? ' 
. !Some believers are actually fooling themselves into 
thinking that the modernist desi·re to cooperate with . 
evangeJircals indicates a C'hange of heart and a change 
in theological views. Not at 'all! Just a-s the Kremlin 
changes its tactics 'but never its beliefs so modernism is' 
merely chan1ging its strategy: Most modernist writers 
firmly. believe tJh'at the passage Of years wi'll witness the -
decay and 'disappearance of fundam.entaIis'm and 'hence 
this. cooperation is· a part of a process of swallowing up 
the remaining evangelicals. 

Then, too, let us remember that dead! modernism 'and 
accompanying ·formalism have empti~di the churches so· 

,that there are few. pray.er 'meetings, depleted Sunday 
evening congregations, and no adult B-ilble cla-sses. Some 
modern churches wHl then ,resort to anything. in order 
to attract II-ttention.· Card games, dances, fas'hion Sihows, 
debates, politics, cur-rent discussions and forums :have 
alI_~een tried. One local paper even tells of one church 
where a "chorus line'" has 'been imported. Since these 
ventures have had only a short-lived success, the modern­
ist :preacher looks :in desperation for some other attrac­
tion: The city-wide evangelistic -campai'gn is· seen as a 
pos'sible source of new member-s and so the mini'ster de­
cides to suppor.t a campai1gn witJh Which in rea'lity he is 
in fundamental disagreement .• How often do we read 

1~ Are we\ to expect, seek or aecept the cooperation of un- newspaper reports of some minister lauding an evange-
believing. moae~ts in the work of 8V8JDgelisJil? list and his results with the added remark that he could 
~n order fuat no one should be under any delusion, we . not'a'gree with .the evangelist's theology! 

pointedly refer to the city-wide campaigns where it is . • 
a well "known fact .that modern:ists have participat~d in . 3. Wh.e!e .ar~ the ~lonty of the converts of modem mass 
th I · . 'tt to f" .. . evangelistic campal~ sent? 

e :p annmg oomm1' ees, as pas rs 0 co-operatmg 'Answe t d . t h reb 'Y . t t 
h h " d ..n.. 1, tf S I . d· r - 0 mo ernls cues. es, we repea - 0 

c urc es an on uue 'P a. orms.. eou ar newspapers an mod'ernist ch r h' 'h th I' 'th h'd d 
rrm:gazines, moderni,st pubJiications and even some evan- .. '. u c es w e~e . e gospe IS el er. I u~ ~r 

r I' al' h - hIded thO 'd f SpecIOUS language and dead ceremony or else where It 1'S 
ge u:: r~OU~t ~ . ~e e~a f'b th 'IS 't~S ~n eVl ence 0 despised openly. We know of one campaign that was 
.grea l' era 1 yon, ~ par 0 0 par les. held. in a large town in Ontario and we read an en-

If we cor·rectly understand the nature of modernism thusiastic account of it as written by the pastor of one 
we shall discern that it is not another form of Chris- evangelical church w.hieh participated. We wondered: if 
tianity bU.t is l'ather another .anti-suopernaturalreli'gion tMs campai-gn were the exception to the' rule 'but soon 
that is pittt:d in a life and death struggle with the gospel. we learned that that evangelical church had· received not 
As surely. as Mormonism and Moohammedanism' are other one of tJhe dozens of converts! The vast majority had 
religions so too is this spectre called modernism which been channeled: into the moderni'st temples. 
has usurped pulpits, denominations and ministerial col- People wonder why we have no revival although hun­
leges. A believer has no .more feilowship with one who dreds of thousands of converts are record~d-every year 

.;lenies the Book, the blood of !esusChrist and the fact of through these big campai'gns. Shall we e~pect a revival' 

, 
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'as 'long as new born babes a,re sent to 'grow in spiritual 
ice .. bbxes? With rprofound conviction and a ,knowled'ge of 
the severity of ou·r remark we 'declare tl1at evahgelicals 
are unwittingly steering converts into places over which 
there could be embJazoned - "I(!habod .....::- the glory is 
djparled" ! . -

4. Would evangelicals not receive ~ore blessing if they spent 
their time,. prayers and energies in· the work of New 
Testament evangelism? 

.• iThe ~est kind.of e'lJa.ngelism is 0; local church .. centred 
evangelism." This is the -statement of the ,best known 
evimgelist of our d'ays, and it is ,in conform"ity with the. 
New Testament. 'The everyday wOl"k of consi'stent visita .. 
tion and _testimony together with ISunday School teach .. 

ing may not have 'the' glamour of these Mg, headline ... 
ma:kin:g crusades but such work bring-s end!uring results. 
As men a·re saved, they are ba:ptiz~d and brou'ght into 
the local fel~owshirp where they -can he taught in ·the 
·thin'gs of -God and· 'be useful in the work of the 'goSipel. 

We nave candidly asked some questions. and have made. 
some. observations on them. It -is our conviction that our . 
observations have been scriptural and, hence we guide our· 
own actions and affiliations "in that light. Fur,thermore, 
we know that there is an inerea&ing number of evan .. 
'geli(!als who view this matter ,in the same light and who 
are not going- to be swept along in the stream which 
seeks to carl'Y evangelicals with modernists. More evan .. 
gelism? Yes! With compromise? Never! 

, ,ON PERFECTION 
By Rev. George Rogers 

\ 

Former PrinCipal, Spurgeo!l's College 

THERE have !been ,some in- neariy all ages of the . sajnts." Were they -sincere in these confessi~ns? Did, 
church who have ,professed to have attained to s"in.. ,they really feel 'themselves, with all the' grace of God with 

leSs perf~tion. There are many such in the present day, which they had 'been favoured!, to 'be vile and sinful in -
who might" 'be left to the eIijoy'ment of their own opinion themselves? Unquestionably they did. Every one who 
Qn .this subject, but for',the diSlturbing e'lement intro", has been erilightened by the Spirit of God ,knows more 
dilce'd into the fellowship cit" the saints, and the ,false of ·his ·own 'sins' than of the whole world beside!!, and 
aspect it gives to IChri-stianity ,before ·the world. We justly feels himself to 'be "the· (!hief of sinners". The 
purpose on this account, -to show' ,that it is contrary to more grace 'he receives from God, the more unworthy he 
Scripture teaching; that it is"contra"" to Christian ex.. appears.to hi.mself. He who speaks of . himself before 
perier.tce; and that it is contrarY to universal observf!~ion. conversion as "tollc'hing the ri.ghteousness which is in' the 

(1) "'It 'is CONTRARY TO SCR.!IPTURE TEAl{)iUNG. law'blameless," after ~onversion 'speaks of 'himself as the 
If sinless perfection ibe one of the' effects of Chri-stianity chief of sinners. The least sin appears to him'now more -
in. th'is life, it is reasonahle to condude that it will:be 'sinful than his whole fOl'me'r sinful course.' When he' 
directly· and,. repeatedlly affi,rmed "in the :Scriptures; that writes, "Not as though 1 !1)adalready attained, either 

. if .wil'Ibe so cleariy defined that there c'an ibe no mis.. were alread:y perfect," it is in his prison at Rome, when 
ta'ke about it; and that it will ibe enjoined' 'a:s the duty "he had reason to sUppOse the time 'of ·his depa,rture wa's 

_ and priv~lege:of 'all the proft)ssed disciples. of Christ. Tha:t at hand. He 100'kednot,for pei-fection unhil he·had reached 
i.t i,g not so 'revealed is obvious from its cQntrariety to the prize of the high eal'Ijng of God .in Christ. Jesus. 
the general :belief of Christians in all ages, and· its 'Exhortations ,to perfection do not imply the possibfIity 
almost enti,re exclusion from theo'logical systems osten.. of atta'iriing it in thi·s life. "Be ye 'perfect," saith our. 
'si"bly derived from the s'acred 18(!riptures. There are, on Lord to his disciples, "as your. Father in heaven i'sper" 
the' contrary, universal propositions in hothTestaments ·fElct." Th:is, though :beyond attainment, is not heyond 
that.affi~~ the impossihility' of Ii singl~ exception to be the duty and pleasure of seeking to attain. All the 
found to hJ,lman depravity in any' one of the! human 'promises of sinless 'perfection relate to" ~-.future 'state 

: ,ra~e, and at ,any' moment of-Ume, on this 'side the grave. of ~isfence .. They aresuch"as ,these, "If thou wilt !~e 
. T·hus 'saith the Old Testament: "There is not a just man .perfect, gp and sell that wh~ch thou hast, and giv..e to the 
. upon. the earth that doeth good, and sinne't-hnot," and. poo.r, and! thou slialt have treasure in heaven, and come 

"There i-s none righteous, no not one." . Thus saith the . and follow me"; "That they may he made perfect in one"; 
New: "T.heSC!-ipture hath concluded all under sin," and!, "Till we all come unto a perfect :man, unto the measure 
"All· have sinned and come short of ,the gIpry of God:'" of the stature o{ .... the .fulness of Christ"; ''That we may 
If it s~ould be supposed! that 'these declarations apply 'present· every man p~rfect in 'Christ Jesus"; "When that 
to men solely as men, and' 'not 'Subsequently to conversion, which is perfect is .come, then that which i-s' in part shall· 
'it niay be replied tha.t the h~st of men, under hoth resta .. · ibe done away"; "The God of all grace, who hath called 
. merits, ·confess to indwelling sin, and none claim .to. ,be us unto 'his eternal glory by' ,Christ Jesus, after that ye 
·perfeCt. Jo'b says, "Behold, "I ani vile." David says, "If 'have suffered a while, make. you . perfect, stahlish, 
thou, Lordi, shouldest mark iniquities, 0 Lord, who shall strengthen, settle you." "That "he might present it to 
·'st~nd?" Isaiah '~ay-s "I am a 'lI!ari of unclean 'lips." Daniel hi'mself a 'gl<5rioU's church, not .having spot or wrinkle, or 
says, "While I wa:s praying and confessing my sin and any such thing; :but that it should 'be holy and withou,t 
tlui sin' of -my 'people, the man 'Gabriel touched me." blemish"; ."N ow unto him that is a'ble to 1ceep you' from 
Peter says; "Depart from me, for 1 am a sinful man, 0 falling, ami to :present you faultless before the presenc.e. 
Lord." ,John says, "If we say that we nave no sin', we of his glory with exceeding joy"; "The spirits of just 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not ip us." Paul says, .'men made -,perfect." 'These ,promises of perfection here .. 
'~I am. the 'chief of sinners," "less than the least of all after 'show we are not to look for it ".in this life. It is 
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to Ibe sou·ght after, that :it may be obtained h·ereafter.· In the First Epistle 'of John, we meet with what at ' 
"Let u's go on," says an apostle, "unto perfection". 'We first appear to !be startli~g declarations: "Whosoeve~ 
must go on" ill this life either to perfection or to i~- a!bideth in him sinneth nat;" 'ag'ain, "Whosoever is born 
perfection. There is no stand.ing still. Yet, if perfection of God doth not commit sin;" and yet again, -"WhQSoever 
at any moment cOUld be obtained, there we'ought to rest is born of God sinneth not." In all these ,instances the 
and wish to abide for ~ver. allusion is evidently to living' in open sin. The first is 

Instead of encouragement ,to Christians, .at any time, explained by, "He that committeth sin is of the devil;" 
or under any circumstances, to think themselves perfect, the second', by the princip'le ·in· regeneration renderin'g it 
there are warnings in 'Scripture against it. "Though," impossible to'live in open sin; and the third, by reference 
said 'Peter, '''all men ·shall be offended because of thee, to a sin unto death, or the unpardonable sin. Such was 

. yet will '1 never be offended. Jesus said ,unto him, the state of society at t'hat time, that not living in open 
· Verily, I 'say unto thee, that this night, Ibefore the cock sin was almost a sure sign of genuine Christianity, and 

crow, thou sh.alt 'd:eny me thrice." "I say unto you," says especially if the change from one condition to the other 
Paul to the Ohristians at Rome, "through the 'grace. had Ib~en sudden and, entire; since nothing. but the gospel 
given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to couldi" have ·produced such a change. In the commence­
think of ;him.self more highly .than ·he ought to think, but ment of the epi's~le .the apostle 'had -affirmed' that neither 

_ ~ think. sO'berly, according as God hath: dealt to every he por his fellow Christian!;! could say they had' no sin 
m~n- the mea:sure of. ·faith.'~ The apostle speaks ~ere without deceiving ,themselves; and then .proceeds to show. 
WIth all the authority··and tenderness of the Igrace. he had the distinction between ·themselves and others in refer­
hitherto ·received. 'He Slpeaks to every one as. though the erice to sinning. He spell!ks of the whqle cla'sil of true 
ad:mon.i,tion was'equally neededl 'by all. He cautions them IChristians, ''Whosoever is born of 'God", "Whosoever· 
not to think ,too much of themselveS: He ~horts them 'aibide'th in Christ", as not sinning in comparisOn with 

· to .judge· themselves; not by the measure of holiness they others. If, therefore, he predicates sinles'S perfection 
have in themselves, but by the measure of faith in C.hrist Here, he pred.icates it of aU Christians, and; immediately." 
which had been dealt out to them by 'God. "Thou stand- after they are born of God.' _ 

· est ·.iby, faith'," 'he .says, in a' previous chapter, "Be not Sufficient, we tru~t, has nQw been. said 'to ·,prove that. 
hi,gh-minded, hut fear." In a former part of the same sinless perfection.in this Hfe is contrary;to IScripture 
Epistle he. 'Says,' "Where is boasting? It. is excluded. By teaching-; arid that the ad;yo~ates of 'such Ii 'doctrine 
what .Iaw?'Of works? ~ay, but !by the law of faith." assume not to :be wise only, ',but to be holy, above. what 
Faith and perfection. as we shall 'presently- see, d9 not is wri,tten.· : .. .. 
agree to'gethel;, but are' destructive of each .other. To ~he (.2) It is 'OONTRARY TO CHRIISTIAN" .EX,P.ERI­
Galatians the same apostle says, .. "grethren, if a man !he - ENoCE. If it be the experience of SOple, it is 'not Chris­
overtaken in a' fault, 'ye which are spiri.tual restore such tian e~perience. The apost!e John supposes th~te may· be 
an one, in the S'pirit of meekness; consid.ering thyself -lest some who say they have' no sin, but he says they deceive 
thou also :be temptedL" . The spiritual here are the ·themselv,es. 'I'hey may rbe con~ientious 'in their 'belief, 
spiritualIy~mindedl, . or. Christians of-the 'higher life, to but it is a 'belief of what is not' true. It is in some,. per~ 
whom. the' most· delicate "'matters ·of church disCipline. naps. a 'momentary' hallucimitiori, iri others a. pleasing 
j3hould 'be entru'sted'. These, in del\ling with the fanen, fiction, and in others a seeming and a:biding reality; but 
a·re to' consi'd:er themselves not as more' secure than it i's no part of ·genuine IChristian experience. It is,. 'of 
others, but as '~uallY'lia;ble to fall. 'The same apostle ·course, a matter of experience ·only. If 'it really were 
says elsewhere,. "Let him that thnrketh :he' standeth ta'ke a ;part of Scripture teaching, it could bEl 'known 'by ex- . 
heed' lest ,he fall." 'rhis.' rule' .he. applies to himself': "I .perience only. -It is not a belief in the 'Scriptures', in ' 
keep under my body" (or, rather; 'I ikeep my 'body under), God, or in his Christ, ibut a ,belief in ourselves .• lot is.no 
"and bring' it into subjection; -lest that by any 'mean'S, part of o'bjective Christianity, 'but it h(tlimgs to the" 
when I have preached to others, I myself ghould be a subjective .only. It is not the'experience of justification, 
castaway." . or everi of the faith of justification, 'because that is alike 

There 'are,'so~e few instances i~ which·the word! per- to all; nor of regenerati'on, becaU'se that is' common to 
.feet is a'pplied,to !believers .in this Hfe, but not, we think, ""all. It can ~elate to 'sanctification only, which. it sup­

- ip its literal,an,d widest acceptati'on, In 1 Cor. 2 :6, we. poses may become perfect in this life. This we maintain 
• read, "l,Iowibeit we spea:k wisdom:'. a'mong them .thatare' to !be impossi'ble, .• both from the nature of sanctification 

perfect", that i's, perfect 'in wisdom in comparison with and its 'progressive and 'preparatory and prolbatiohary. re~ 
the wisd~m of this world .. The perfect among the Greeks lation to a future state. . . 
were those w'1!-~se education w!ls 'co~plete, and who had' It is not· to legal,righteo.qsness, but to m~ral holiness, 
attained.to the. highest ran'k of learning. This. distinc~ion that sanctification refers: 'IJle leg~d rig'hteousn,:ss of 
the a~stle _clal'~s 'a!bove th~ ~reatest of heathen philoso- believers 'in, Christ is pedected,' at once. J'ustification 
phers for the humblest .scholar in the 'school of Christ. admits not. of degrees. H:e that believeth, is justified from 
He that is wise unto .salvati9n,.however ignorant ne may all things at once, perfectly and for ever. Regeneration 
be in all other matters, is wiser than' all the wise men of is alike perfected, at once, and admits not of degrees, and 
'Gree;c~ and Rome. ,In P,hil. 3: 15, we reae!', "Let us, there-. is the same.'in iill. H is a new principle of life in all, 
fore. 'as many 'as be perfect, Ibe thus minded!" How thus however different th.e· after-growth or its completion may 
minded?, Pressing" "t'o~ards the mark for the .prize of be. Th~ same ,firl1lt. act of. faith that justifies reg~nerates, 
the high calling of God' in' _Christ Jesus." When in Col. and, by its_·continuance;' 's'anctifies 'a'rid makes' meet· for 
2: 10 it is said, "Ye are complete in. :him," the pr()per 'tbe inheritl;l.nce of saints in Hghit. The faith of justifica-' . 
ren.dering is "·fiUed". "In him 'd:welleth all the fulness tion Ibecomes the faith for sanctifica:tion. 'h is .the fai'th -
of the Godhead bodily, 'and ye are filled in," or with. that we are justified freely :by ·grace, thl!ot purifies. the', 
"him". lieart, overcomes the ~orld, and workB by love. There 
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is an essential distinction between the holines's of the it K'ere and .the hope of ,glory ,hereafter are gone. It is 
law and the holiness of the ,gospel. It i's not the holiness by faith t~ we receive from the fuiness of Christ, an 
that man lost by the' fall that is restored to hi'riI. ,by .the that makes us to dUfer from those who are not found 
gospel.' It is not, as under 'the !J'aw, .first '8. complete course in him. "What hast tliou that thou didst not receive? 
of moral holiness, and' then a reward of eternal 'ju'iltifi- now if ,thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if 
cation, as in the case of ,good! angels, and the ori'ginal thou hadst not received it ?f' Were the 'grace that is in 
constitution of the human race'. It is first the ri'ghteous- Christ to cease for' one moment to flow into the souls 
nes's of justification, and! then the holiness of 'sanctifi- of thos~ who are Christ's their whole spiritual life at 

'cation. The righteousness for our justifica~ion is in that moment would cease~ "Without me," he says, "ye 
another and for'ever remains in hi-m;'and the holiness can 'do nothing.' "As the 'branch cann'ot bea,r fruit of 
of sanctification is in ourselves, and' yet not of ourselves, itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except, 
but is ever dependent upon our union with him 'by whos:e ye abide in me." Surely then it· does no.t become anyone, 
righteousness we are justified. He of God i's made unto at any tip-le, to 'say, "I 'am perfect in holin'es~" who at the 
us iboth ri·ghteolisness and sanctifieation. As justifica- next moment, if left to himself, wouM be withoqt Christ, 
tion is not to be just, but to be made just, 'S'O sanctifica- 'having no hope, and without 'God in the world. It will ' 
tion is not tQ be ho'ly, ibut to be made holy. As' justifica- not cease to be true in heaven that we hav-e sinned, and 

. tion is of the 'guilty, or those who are charged! with guilt, at any 'moment would! relapse into 'a sinful state if left 
so sanctification is of the unholy and unclean. By the to ourselves, of which there wiH be an ·eternal memorial 
righteousness' of Christ we are justified, and,' by the in the songs of the redeeitied and' 'in the person of the 
Spirit of Christ we are sanctified. Hence the ho}iness of 'Redeemer upon the throne. This, by increasing ou,r grati­
sanctification in us i'8 not of native 'but of foreign origin tude and love, ~d! glory of, God, Jby the less merit due 
and growth. U is not we "that live, 'but Christ that to ourselves,- raises us both 'in holiness and happiness 

, liveth in us; and the life we live in the flesh is by the a-bove those who 'have never 'sinned. More perfect in 
, faith of the Son of ,God, who loved us and gave himself Christ we shaH ibe than we 'could' 'ever have been ,in 

for us." Here,' in,two ,respects, the holiness of the gospel ourselves. ' 
differs essentia:lly from the holi-ness of the law. It is ('3) Sinless perfection in this life is OONTRARY TO . 
imparted, not in,herent holiness; and it is a holiness de.- UNIVERlSAL OBS'ERV ATION. It is not enough for 
rived not from our 'own wOl'lks, but from fhith in the any, to profess to have it in themselves; it should/ be 
work of another on our behalf. The holiness' of t.he seen by others "If" 'said our I:.ordi "I 'bear witness 'of 
law could' not dwell ,for a single moment, in the sam.e 'myself my wit~ess' is not true." , ire d:id not wish his 
heart with the least sin; but the holiness of· the gospel bare word, without any other knowled'ge of himself or 
i's implanted in a sinful. nature, and long dwells in the the testimony of others, to be taken as true. Yet he 
same soul with indwelling sip.. This is ibecause it is' . claimed to bear witness of himself when what he did 
Christ that liveth in u.s. Doth the s'ame founlta-in send ,cor.responded' with what he 'said: "The works," he said, 

. forth ibitter .waters and! sweet f How are we to account "which the Father had given me to do Ibear witness of 
for sin and holineS'S 'dwelling in the'sa:rhe hearl, if .not me." And- ~gain, "-If 'I ha:dl n'ot done a.:ni.ong :them the 

. by_different' fountains fram which they flow? It is by , woziks which none. other man did, they had not had sin.' 
the conflict between sin and holiness in the same man This we may reason8.ibly require of Perfectionists. "The 
tbat the prOcess of, !mnctificatipn is carried on. "The servant is 'not greater than his Lord." 'Let them do the 
flesh lusteth a·gainst· the Spi,rit, and the :Spirit against works .which no other men 'do. ·Let the fruits of the 
the flesh, ,so th~t ye cannot do the things t~at ye wOl,lld." higher life he, seen to be far su-:-perior 'to those of a l'Ower 
The flesh is here 'put for the opposing principle of sin, growth. If they do not not more'than others, and there is 

\and consequentiy aJpplie~ to inan so long as he re~ains no visible distinction from them, their perfection iii 
·.in the flesh. With the entire sanctification of the 8Oul, 'known only to themselves, and! should 'be 'kept to them-
,or 'its perfection in holiness, the conflict ceases; hut then selves. . 
abiding jn :the flesh ceases too. The, holines~ that re- 'If they were ,really perfect they would, we apprehend, 
mains is the hoIin~s.s of ~he ind,welling :Saviour; not the .be more inclined! to keep it to thems'elves, and leave it to 
holineS'S',of our obedIence to the law. "Thou sha-It love the ... others 'and to, their works to ,bear witnes's of them. 
Lord, thy God! with all thy he~rl".is the fulfilling ·of the Christians .generally :keep ,their choicest experience to 
law: "The love of Christ constraineth us; because we themselves. They have a holy of 'holies in which they 
thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead: are alone with God, and, where no otheli foot of man or 
and' that he died for ~Il, ;th~t they which live should not angel can tread.. ·:To him that overeometh will I give 
live unto themselves, but unto him which dieq for them to eat of the hidden manna and will give him a white 
and ro~ea:gain," is the fulfilling of th~· gospel. It stone, and in the stone a ~ew' name written, which no 
scarcely becomes Chri'stianl to speak of what 'they are man knoweth saving he that receiveth it." Paul-kept his 
in· themselves, except that they are vile and! worthless. translation to the thil'ld heavens secret for fourteen years, 
and ,much less that they are perfectly free from sin. Ii and'w.ould not have then made it known had it not been 
they are perfect it is only b~ause they a,re perfect in needful to account for the 'thorn in. the fles'h for whi'ch 
Christ, but not yet made perfect by him. They live' by he .had been despised iby some but which ,to him was an 
faith" 'and by fai,t\l 'they-stand; but faith has reference to occasion for 'glorying. He did' not even 'at tnat time 'pro­
sO!lle future good, 's~me, promise unfulfilled. It relates fess to have been perfect, ibut to~have 6eeded some afflic­
not to what we are, Out to what we ~hall. he. It is tion to have been seflt to prevent him from 'being exalted 
strongest, in another when we are least sati~fied ,with above mea-sure. 
ourselves. It flou,rishes less in the sunshine than in the Affliietions, we are here reminded, are not in accord­
shade. They who are perfect have ceased to live !by alice with Ii state' of perfection. 'They are the result 'of 
faith; and with faith, aU the 'gr!lces that, s'pring' from sin, the punishment of sin ·in the widked, and the cha'st~se-
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ment for sin. in . the righteous. "What son is he whom 
the Father ehasteneth not?" Then.what·son is he, who 
is without sin 1- lit his npture to .the third- heavens, Pa,ul 
could not tell whether he was in the body or out of ·the 
body, but the· thorn in 'he flesh s'Oon told him where he 
was. So· long as any remain in the body they are liable 
to all bodily ·suffering and to death, and ,to innumerable 
other evils of this life; but there ciluld not 'be even the 
liability' to them if they were 'perfectly free from sin. 
Take away the cause, an4 aU its effects must c~se. -

We may Ibe told it is not absolute perfection that is 
~laimed in .this life, such as we look for both of hody and 
soul in 'hea:ven; that it is a perfection in kind, not in 
degree; as an infant may ibe perfect as an 'infant, but 
not as' pertaining' to the human race; or that it is a 
perfect conformity to all the outward requirements of 
the moral law; 'Or that -it is a freedom from all volun.tQry 
indisposition to· love' 'God wi,th all the heart, ~nd. our 
neighbour as ourselves; or that it is an entire: freedom 
from the conscioU'sness of sin at any ·particular time, and 
under any par;tieular circumstances; or that it is the 
perfection of being in the -right state of mind, just What 
we ought to ·be in relation to the conditi'On, whatever it 
may Ibe, in \l\!;hich 'we are ,placed .. But why call tllat !per­
fection which is not .perfection To lower' the' require-

. ments of ei.ther the law or the· gospel for the sake of 
caltling ourselves perfect, is to deceive both ourselv/ils and 
others. It. is to lower both the justice of the law and the' 
gra,ee of· the 'gospel for the sake ot exalting ourselves. 
Let -it /be admitted .that the least ein, either in .thought or 
desire, ·is a transg.ression of the whole law, and .the claim 

· ,of every one to sinless perfection in this life mll'st cease.­
, Let it be admitted that to be perfectlY"holy is .to con­

tiliue in all things '\,VTi.tten in the book of the law and of 
·the ,gospel to do them, and the claim to be perfect by every 
one on 'this side (jf the grave must cease. It were better 
to loo'k upon ourselves as less than the lea'st of all saints 
than as greater than the g,reatest. The mor';; holy we·are 
the more 'humble we' Shall be. The less· we think of 
oursellVes the more highly wiU others think of us. We 

.can, therefore, assure our p'erfect brethren that they have 
only to be less perfect in thei!" own esteem in order to 
be more so in the. esteem of 'Others. , .. 

The Tender Mercy of Our God 
THE ~almist, at the close of 'Psatm cvii. exclaims, 

"Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even 
th~y shall understand the loving-kindness of the Lord." 

· For want of observation we fail in understand-ing. Some­
times \an event comes under our notice which we are 
unable to forget, and then tJhe 'mercy of our God' flashes 
in' up6n our soul, and utterly amazes it. Here is an in­
stance of loving-'kindness which has' just ·been told me: 

· it happened a few 'days a:go. ,I had· 'it from one who 
l{~ows the family, and. therefore it is authentic. 

The Lord in hIs ·great tenlierness frequently prepares 
his people for a trial' Which he has ordained for them. 
When children are pr~cti-sing athleties, we ·place mat­
tress~s under the vaultin'g-horses, and the climbing 
poles, to bre8Jk their fall's. Just this the Lord did in this 
case. A believing father 'had a dear daughter of nine 
summers, a highly intelUgent-child, quick and engaogi'ng. 
One morning she said, "Dear papa; what does that .text 
mean, 'Shall we receive ·good at the hana of the Lord, 

'. 

and. sihall we not receive evii?' How can the Lord give us 
evil?" Her father explained; the passage briefly, and 
promised that in the evening, he would tel'1' her more 
.81bout it. Alas, the little one fell from a high window, and 
when the loving father eame home, his darling was dead! 
That question of the morning - was it not· singular? 
ICouid any ·passage lbave been more appropriate, or more 
sug.gestive? .ISurely the Lord sent to the father the rich­
est form of cm:nfort hy the most accepta'ble of messengers. 
, But this was not all, for within the dear iChHd'g Bible 
was . .found a leaflet a'bout coming to Jesus, upon 'which 
she had written, "I have come to Je8us, aM he has 8awd 
me." In 'anut'her part of the book W8'S a second leaflet, 
about bringing others to Jesus, and: on this was written, 
"My dear father led me to Je8u8." Joy pou.re·d into the 
mind- of that father. His heart was well-nigh .'brok~n 
JbY.his loss, and yet how' could Ihe sorrow? Surely the 'bit­
terness 'of death was past! Did not the great Father 
pity the ·mourner, and provide for him the most effectual ' 
£onsola:tion ~ When the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, ful­
filled!. his consolin~ office, he used! these thing-s as a 
balm for .the wounded spirit - a 'balm ri'giht well 'adapted 
for its purpose. 

Think you, reader, t'hat this is a solitary case? Fa·r 
from it. I can bear personal witness hf prepa·rations for 
.pain, and for troulble. Pecl,1liar vis'itati~.ns of grace. and 
di'scoveries of love have come before or with the trial, and 
so' .the 'bitter medicine has ,been·ta'ken in honey, or' what 
if 'I say "swallowed up ·iti victory?'" We are surrounded 
by love. We do not notice a thousandth part of the 
gracious care whi~h forms an atmosPhere around us. The 
Lordi is secretly as welLa·s manifestly at work .for his 
cho'sen: he 'keeps us out of the furnace, or makes us to 
pass through it without so much as the smell of fire 
,upon o.ur garments. 'We need never 'be afraid, for should 
trial come, there will come with it a way of eS'cape that 
we may Ibe able to 'bear it. As our tribulation increases, 
so also 'shall our consolation abound by J esusOhrist. To 
our tender Father be praise evermore. '. 

-C. H . .sPURGEON 

THE PAST WEEK IN JARVIS ST~ET . 
On Thursday evening of last week the'" family carol 

service _~as held in Jarvis IStreet Chul'dh. The choir, 
under tlie direction of ·Mr. -Hutchinson, led the service. 
~he organist wa·s Mr. Penney and the guest soloist was 
Mrs. Newby. Despite .the bad weather, a good attendance 
was realized. . , 

On .sund-ay the pastor spoke at Iboth services. In the' , 
morning his subject was ·"Wise Men :See'k Christ". At 
the conclusion of this mes·sage, two young 'people ·re­
spomled to the invitation. In the evening Dr. 'Slade s:poke 
on "The Adoration of Simeon", 

--------------------------------\ ' 

MY COVENANT . DOLLAR.A.MONTH CLUB 
Desiring to have a vital part iii th~ work of the further~ce 

of the Gospel, I hereby pledge One Dol~r per month, to be 
applied to the Church Extension Loan Fund of Ttie Conserva­
tive Regular Baptist..Assoc:iat~on of Ca~ada. This money will 
be loaned out to deserving causes to 'assist in t·he erectiOn of 
suitable places of worship. (Matt. 28:19, 20). 

Na.me ............................................................................................................. : 
. . 

AddIress ................................. : ..................................................... : ............... . 
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LOOKI,N~G BACK ON ,1'955 
I, ' 

A· S WE sit to write this a.rticle, there are 'very few 
days remaining'in 1955. ISoon we 'shall'be-able to 

'~'ke dow.n, th~ present calendar and replace it with a 
bright nllw one bearing a strangely' new date - 1956. 
This passing of the years naturally. causes us to reflect 
on'the past and tb form new hopes for the future. , , 

To old men is ,reserved the right to reminisce and live 
-in the I,last that 'shall be no more; W.!l. 'are going ti> usurp 
that prez:ogatiye of--()ur 'elders, ,however, as we ta'ke_ a 
last look~ at 1955., At the outset, we'· very frankly say 
that, our, review of the past year will, to some extent, be ' 
centred,around ()ur interests here'at THE GOSPEL WIT­
NESS. ' This' is designedly the case for the occurrences of 
which we can best 'Speak are those to' which, ~e have been .. 
spectators or' in which, we, have :been ,participants:_' 
Furtherm()re 'we feel that our read'ers will 'bear with us 

... It' , • II 

a's we thus lean ba-ek and "think 'out lou'd'''. >Draw up 
your chair then and, bear with us as we swiftly scan a 

, -few,h~ppenings of the year that s'hall he' no more. ~ , 

April 4, 1955 
'The event that stands _out in o~r minds is the pas'sing 

of ' the, founder and first editor ¢ this paper onAJpril 4. 
Althou'gh he had passed through, a long and 'Serious ill­
ness and had exceeded' man's, allotted, threescore years 
and' ten, still his d;eath came as a shock ,to all wh() we're 
associated with him.- Even yet '~e find, it difficult to 
'believe that he is no longer with-us. '_ , 

, - ", ,I 

Are we self-centred in thinking that his passing from 
,the scene ,removed one o~ the ,great- Canadians of ~is-, 
tory? We do k~ow that the greatest Canadian preacher , 

- of the gospel of grace' has gone on to :be with the Lord. 
, Other news: gained greater 'headHnes down here, 'but 
.,:heaven's "'head1lines"t are radically different from thOse 
Of ea-rtli.' , - " .' " . . 

" 'Yet we woul'd! be unf~-ithfU.I to the L~rd if we did 'n~t 
I.'~ise ,il' voice' of thanks'givIng for His departed servant' ' 
and for, Hi,s' faithful care in sustaining Hi'S work even 
a~ter the human builder was ,gone. ' In all oethe events 
since we must 'trace His hand and, affirm that- "He doeth 
all things well". The church chose as Dr. :S'h'ieids' suc .. 
-cessor one of the first graduates of the Seminary 'and, 
one who had -for. some 'time 'been the as'sociate pastor. 
The/'blessing of,t'he Lord rests "upon the :house of God 
as souls h~ve ~een saved, and, believers ed:ifie'd. 

T~~.~e. a~s~cia.t~d 'with 'TiIE GOSPEL WITNESS' ;urely 
felt hI'S, passmg. Our readers must ,feel very ~~enly the 
absence of 'his ti-melyarticles and telling analy.sis' of the 
curre~t religious scene. A -cause of thanbgiving, how­
e~er, IS the fact that he still lives and Slpea:ks through his 
tI-meles's sermons . .In order -to.enabI'e this written min­
'i~try' to continue 'and expand,".the Board of Directors 
have, established the Dr. T., T. Shields' Memorial Fund. 
Al! 'money received in, this fu'nd.'wiIl be used'to print a 
series oJ ·-books ioy D~·. 'Shields and to further the valu­
able ministry of THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS. ' 

iMoI.',e _ reflection confirms the conviction that on our 
'mental h~rizon ther'e looms, ,few' events of the pa'~t year 

, ~hat art: .]a:rger than. the' translation of, this 'servant of. 
00, " ,', " 

'" ' 

J . 

Ferre's Canadian Visit 
One modest series of articl~s in THE GoSPEL WITNESS' 

that was destined to ,receive consideraobie' attention was 
that dea1ing with ,the visit to Canada of Dr. Nels Ferre. 
In' an early May is'sue of the :paper 'Ve drew the atten­
tioIi of oU,r readers to the fact that thi'S 'blatant mOOer~­
ist was 8p<>nsored 'by: the Canadian Council,of Churches. 
Further articles outlin~d the blasp'hemous 'teachings of 
'Dr. Ferre as found in the pages IOf his books. Furth~r' 
attention was focussed .upon ,Dr; ,Ferre and his Canadian 
sponsors by a Toronto daily paper which printed a story' 
based o~ THE GOSPEL WITNESS article., , 

This concrete example of the program- 'of the Canadian 
COQncil ~f' Churches aroused numbers of' people, and we 
received ~,great vo'lu~e of mail; .This response ,prompted, 
us to revise, the article'S ~nd print them in ibooklet form. ' 
This we' did, under the title - "T,lie ICana:dli'an"Council 
of Churches - Whither Bound ?," The first 'printing of -
5,000 was ,quickly used. ,Since then fuousa'no-s more have 
'been printed- and" dist~ibuted'- 'across the land by 
Christians. , ' 

We regard; !;Iuch work ~,sa vital part of our ministry', 
"and' of the true gospel ministry. It is -'not ',merely a 
'negative work' ,Hut a positive one .,.for Christians are 
warned' agai'nst,: c'otnpromising affiliations: T'he year', 
1955 has thus provided a concrete issue to' give fu,rther 
evidence of' 'the ,real :program of moderni'sm' 'in the 
churches. " 

Ne~ Testament ~vangelism. , 
This .year, too, has increased our deep,-rooted convic­

tion that the most effective way of reaching men with 
the"gospef, of teaching 'believers 'a~d of 'raising the warn­
~ng' voice against error is to· estll'blish strong, indepen­
dent, New Testament' churches. ' Othersubstittites 'hav'e 
,be~n'triei:but God"s way is still the'ibest~ Toronto Bap­
'tist .seminary is ded:ica ted to the training' of the young 
mel,l of God's choice, and has ,some fine ,young pastors in, 
training now. Al!~around: needy new fields can for labour­
ers to gather in a great harvest of soul'S .. ' 

The, past yea,r 'has seen advance in some' of these new 
fields and the est8lblishment' of new: works. ;Such !pioneer 
ventures, 'however, have 'atten9ant problems' and one o~ 
these is finance.' The high cast of ·rea.] estate and build­
ing proves to :be a great barrier ,to' theprogres's of new 
,gos'pel causes and the -faithful young "pastors and thei·r 
people loolk to us for help. Can we refuse to assist in 
this greatest of all work~i " 
'With this need in mind The Conservative Regular' 

Baptist As-sociation of Canada has established its D'oIlar~ 
A-Month-Club to ,build UP. a ,church edifice 10an, fund. 
Those who join agree,to pay the small sum of. one dollar 

'_ per month to .the fund. It is hO'ped tlia't ()ne thousand· 
-people ,will co~tri'butEl. and' already du,ring 1955 this fu~d 
:ha's made good progress: Need we add 'that the ftin'd 
could use any' num'ber of substantial donations from 
'God's -stewards who feel burdened for this work of estab­
l~shill'g vigorous, evangelistic centres in the' 'growinr­
ar~as of population? . , ' -:. ' " 

, Wh"it ,of Rome? 
,,someone has said that the one good thing that' can"be 

said of Satan is that -he is always busy. So, too, wi,th 

", 
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,regard to the Roman 'Catholic Church. We disagree with sh.~ has obtained, for the separate school, a minor· tax 
her theology and abhor her repressive mea.sures but' we cOilces'sion whicn could well·. be ~"the .thin edge· of the 
·must marvel·at her persistence and progress. During the wedge". In Newf.ound1andthe Church sliccessfully op­
past year sh.e iu~s erected new churches "in the ne~ com- posed th~ appointment of a United Church· inSipector fr 

munities of our~ land 'and sometimes has reared a build- United' Church schools! These political victories, how- I 

ing before houses appeared, in the immedi~te vicinity. ever, are offs'ei ;by two ·stunning reverses suffered in the 
Of course she has at her dis'posal vast financial resources' Supreme Court first 'at the hands of. some Montreal 
and: 'Ii .growing company of priests. Her foresight, how- stores and-then at the' hiuids of the "Jehova:h Witnesses~'. 

, . ever, is to be admtred' and· desired 'by all evangelicals. The last decision especially was of note for it again em­
T·he ·growth of' the: papal church further emphasizes the pbasized· the intolE;ra,nce Of Romish Quebec and served 

, serious inroads' which modernism .has made iri Protes- to -s~ress .the ne.ed for· FreI}cn Canadian evangeIfzation. 
tantism and. underlines the importance of a 'paper such '. These feY' o·b.servations 'conce~!ng theyea·r 195& z:epr.~-

I as THE UOSPEL WITN:ESS. . sent'·,an a'ttempt to Ibring to Y0l,lr ·attention some occur-
: o.n the political scene the Roman Ohurch has 'be~n r,ences that stand out in our mintIs. With gl~atitude to 

.... b\lsy and lia's made some progress.· lIn British··Columlbia • 'Godwe surveythe.·past and'look to the future.' . " 

A . JD¢l)otional 'lub~, it) 

¢ tl~iatiltn 
.... 

by . tDf.·&jt BJ,Jarr~ ./ 

CHAPTER 26 

THE ESSENTIAL IMPORTANCE AND 
AUTHORITY OF THE BOOK OF REVEI,.ATION 

Revelation 22:6-21 
, . 

WE HAVE now reached the Poil)t where the 'lJisions 
. of 'the" )b'ook of Revelation have come to an, end. 

' .. ' The apostle John,',who had the privilege of beholding and 
. deseriJbing th~m,.is now called to lay a very strong· em­

phasis on the matchless importance of the book. 
. . ", 

. He first comes back ·to the testimony ·of. the prologlJe; 
w1!ich already summarfzes what he is going to say in the 
epiIo.gue: "The Revelation of J esu-s Christ, which God 
·gave u.nto hi'm, to shew unto his servants'things·which 
mu.st shortly come to pass; and he sent and sirgnified it . 
by:his angel unto his"servant John: Who bare record of 

.. the word of 'God, and of the testimony· of J esu's Christ, 
and· of all.things that he ·saw. ·Blessed -is he that read­
eth, and theyflhafhear the word,s of "this TJI'(whecy, and 
keep t'liose ,th·ings which are written· therein: ,for the 
t · . t h· d" . ( . .-, Ime IS ,,\ alb. ,: _ . ' .. ' - ... . 

disclosing the tremendou§j truths and facts whi'ch exte~d 
well 'bey(md: the earthly manifestations of the S:on of 
God." - .. 

, .. !This enlarged vi'siOIi of the /thiD'g~ divine Sihould ·help 
. us to ·get rid of the pieagre reHgioils conceptions which 
we often acquireby re"ierring to our own limited possi~' 
bilities. That the Christian should -keep hImself from 
such idols (:f John 5: 21) is as true· a~ it was the day 
it" was penne'd by· John. Tihe .true doi'sciple will therefore' 
really 'become what he mtist be only. when his ideal has 
fuHy come up to the divine standard asjound in Scrip­
ture. Hence the student desirous of· discovering· the 
hidden riches' of the ';Poo'k' of Revelation must not shl'ink 
from any strain of ·mind, ,dose application and patient .. 
resea·rch. ·required.hy such 'study .. His motto ·should be:­
"Faithful unto effort", for sl:lch a motto is included in 
the "faithful unto death". . 

In order to emphasize· the matchless worth -of this 
. prophetical writing,' an angel; ·perha:ps the very one who 

is mentioned in the prologue, declares to John: "These­
sayings 'are faithful and true." _ SpO'ken' at the very mo­
ment . when the visions come. to a 'close; this testimony 

. puts a ~tamp of absolute authority upon them.' As to 
'the remaining part of. the epi,Iogue, its primary purpose 
will be' to. enumerate the· many proofs wh'icn, establish 
the ang'el's assertion. Let us remark in .pas,s-ing that 

- Let us'r,ecal.1 here that the pi'olojrue· .and -the ·epiIogue this.is -the only place· in ~l'iptu.re where . the conclusion 
of John's.'gospel:a'lso form a harmonious 'whole, since of'a'!book deals, ~itli,its own authority. And let·us 
they in their turn enframe the·caieer of the humiliated further note that ,su'ch demonstration is to ,be found· at 
Saviour. Therefore,- !both in. tli-e gos-pel, where He is the most suitable. place, namely, at the last 'Page ot the 

BQth prefac.e and conClusion wHI show, through their 
~./ perfect· harmohy • .that the- teachi.ngs of tMs ·book on the 

Person ana action of .the 'ylorified Chris,t do const·itilte 
a remarkable wh<ile. ' '. '.,' -

spoken of tihe Word. which was -in the beginning and was " B.ible. _ ' 
'ma'!ie f.l~sh, a.nd :in ~evelation, where Jesus is· descri"bea . Altho~gh' we cannot. hope to exhau'st the 'su'bject, we 
as eom~n;g gnl~ly .. ~,'m glory", the Patmos Seer is shown -' shall- mention in their ~textual order. ,twenty successive 
as ,havmg :recelved, a' very; particular mission: that· of argumen'ts in suppqrt of the truthfulness' and' tritst-

, .- ., ,.. '-
," 
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worthiness of John's writing. TMs will probably Ibe tpe 
best means to -bring out 1fu.e -precious teachinlgs of a pass­
a·ge whose details are too varied to ~e systematically 
arranged. 

I a.. "These sayings are faithful and' true" HECAUSE 
OF TH·E QUALITY OF TlHE ONE WHO INlfn~'IRED 
THEM: "The Lord God of the hO,ly prophets". Here, the 
high titles Wh,ich alCCredit tJ?e' tiu~ author ?f the book 
of Revelation are mentioned and duly confIrmed. T~e 
omniscience of 'the "God of the 'ho'l.y prophets" conceived, 
and r~ealed . ,the plan of the book, wMle the omnipotence .. 
o'f the "Lord" makes the fulfilment of its design possib!e. .., . " 

2. "These sayin1gs' a').e faithful and true" BECAUSE' 
OF THE QUAiLITY OF THEIR ME'SSE,NIGER: "The 

· Lord God sent his angel." Ainong the myriads of celes­
tial bejngs, the' instrument. most capable to f~lfil the 
,task 'absolutely uni'que· in ,the course of eternIty, was 
chos~n 'fashion~' trained, delegated, accompanied, pro­
tected 'sustained 'directed inspired iby 1Jhe Lord Himself. .' I' 
· 3. ~'These sayings a·re faithful and true" BECAUS~ 
OF THEIR PURPOSE: "To show unto his servants 
the things which must shortly be done/' S~cb an answer 

· to the pe1'lplexity of the. "servants" of God a:bo~t the 
,bearing, the organization ami the outc()l~e .of theIr .t~s'k 
was !here necessa'ry. That answer estabhshes the dlvme 
origin of such a task. " . ...... . 

4~ '"These sayings ar~ 'faithful and true" BECAU~E\ 
OF THEIR M'E'SlS~GE: "Behold, I come quickly." WhIle, 
·the spiritual cOnfHrc:ts depicted in Revelation will unfold 
themselves the -Great Deliverer, whom nothing could 
discof.lra,ge' or hi.n~er, will prepare His victorious retu,rn. 

5. "These sayings are faithful and true" HECAU'S'E 
OF THEIR B'EN:E'FICE'NT EIFFECTS: "Blessed is ·he 
that keepeth the sayings of ,the prophecy. of this ~ook!" 
~The tree is 'known !by his fruit." T,he happiness brought 
by the revelations of the l~st 'book of the Bible to whom­
soever conforms his -life to their teachings is perhaps one 
of the best arguments for tJhe divine authorship of the 
'writing. I 

6. "These sayings are faithful and true" BECAUSE 
OF TlHE QUALITY OF. THEI'R WITNEiSIS': "And I 
John saw these things and heard them." !l'o the fillst 
reCipients of th,e letter no further proof was needed to 
establiSh, its trustwOl"thiness. ,Had not their ;beloved 
leader furnished ample proof of his sincerity ,and discern­
ment? 'Had he not al;read~ had, 'several contacts. with 
deity? "I s'aw," '''I heard", "faith'ful", ''true'' - were not' 
all ,those expressions commonly found in his· particular 
vocabula.i-y?, Were they not chargcteristic of his nat1,1re?­
.John's si'gnature alone wouJ!d: decisively confer a.. stamp 
of authen~icity to everyone of his visions. 

7. ~'These sayings. ar'e faithful and true" BECAUSE 
OF THE HUMILITY OF MIND OF THEIR WIToNES-S: 
"And when I had heard and seen, I fell doilm to_ worship 
before the feet of the . angel tphick shewed me th~se 
things." Nothing obliged the apostle John to revea~ hIm­
self ilisuoh unfavou·rable light - especially at the ver.y 
moment when he demanded the implicit' trust of his 
·readers in ;revelations which could appeal' incred,ilble and 
to Which he had! beeri the sole witnes's. But !by C9ri.fess­
ing h-is mistake, he indirectly esta:blishes his perfect hon­
estyand faithfulness.' Thus the'remainder'of the writing 
is thereby·~uH¥- accredited. 

'. 

. ,. 

8. "These sayings ar~ faithful and trUe" lJECAUSE 
OF'THE HONESTY OF THEiI'R 'M,ESSENGER: "Thtm 
saith he unto me See thou' do it not: for I am. thy 
feUowservant, artd or thy brethren the prophets, and of 
them which keep the sayings of ~his book: WOrship God.". 
We. know the angels to be fal:lilble, prOI).e to ,pride and 
capable of usurping the divine ,prerogatives. Bu.t the 
angel, Whose loyalty to God has ,been/rewarded! by 1Jhe 
task entrusted' to him, is l!JlXious to "'keep his fi~st 
estate". - He does not hesitate in . showing such, faithful­
ness as would !be expected ·from a divinelf appointed be­
ing. Had he not- COITected ;r ohn's attitude, wouId we 
have the bOQk of ReveIation? The angel's honeSlty the~e­
fore proves in a striking way how '1Jhe Ibook deserves our 
trust,' " . 

9. "These sayings are faithful and true" BECAUSE 
THEY WERE TO BE OPENED TO THE PUBLIC 
OPINION: "And he saith u.nto me, Seal not th,e say.ings 
of the prophecy of this book: for· the time iii at hand." 
John certaiIily r.emembered the :words. addressed ,to Dan-' 
iel: "Shut thou up the vision; for it .sIhall be for J)lany 
days." (Dan. 8:,26; 12:4-9). How much more diMicult 
was the role of, the apostle who was not only called to 
deSiCri,be scenes entirely strange to ,the human mind, but 
had to pred'ict . their near f!llfilment! Such prediiction 
would, until the apostle's death, e~se him to curiosity, 
scorn ~ndJ unbelief. The fact ,1Jh'at John did riot take ,such 
consideration into account I also emphasizes. the diyine 
origin of his propheiCy .. 

10: "These say;jngs are- faithful and "true" BECAU:S'E 
OF, THE, OONlCIJUSIONS WHICH HAVE TlO BE 
DRAWN FROM THEM: "He that is unjust, let him be 
unjust stiU; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy 
still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: 
and he that is hO~1I, let him be holy stiU.'; The !book .of 
Revelation is a divine touch-stone. Whoever knows Its 
contents is thereby bound to take a weU-defined attitude 
towards the truths it brings to light,; .the ch~racteristic 
featu;res of his nature, unrrglh:teousness or righteouaness, 
defilement or holiness, will be definitively established. 

'. -
111. "These sayings are faithfu:I and true" BECAUSE 

OF THE SANCTIONS THEY PREDICT-:' "And, behold, 
I come qUickly-; 'and my reWard is 'With me, to give ever.y 
man according as' his work shall be." In the homage It 
rendellS to I the various divine attributes, the book of 
Revelation places justice on a ver.y high level. God alone 
could venture to intrQduc'e in this boo'k so d'r.eaded a 18\l1b­
ject. Insepara:bly linked to ~e One who will come back 
th~ second time, d!ivine retribution is always propor­
tioned to ·'the . demands of tHis noH·ness: "To' every man 
accordin'g to hi,s work". Here again, there exists a 

. perfect 'a'gree~nt--with the remainder o~ Scrjptur~. 

12. "Th.ese sayings ~e faithful' and true" BECAUSE 
OF THE ETERNITY OF THEIIR AUTHOR: "I a'm 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first 
and the iast." He that is the first prin~iple and the end 
of all things is also the principle and the' object of the 
revelations of John's writing. SinCe" that writing boldly 
deals with questions which lie beyond the experience of ......... 
man, its origin cannot but be s~perhuman. . 

- 113. "These sayings are·~_aithful and true "BECAUSE 
OF THE HAP.PINESS THEY P'ROMISE: "Blessed are 
they that do his commandments, th4t they may have right 
into the city." This seventh and last ibeatitude of Revela-
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tion is in -perfect haniiony with ail we know . from other 
biblical sources concernin'g the pu.rifying virtue of the 

-atoning blood. The same ·is true of the symbols u/Jed 
here. to describe the righteousness, the satisfaction and 
the security of ,the inhabitants of heaven. 

14.- "T·hese sayings are faithful and true" BEICAUlS'E 
OF TH.E NATURE OF THE THREATS· .THEY CON­
TAIN: "For .without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whore­
mongers, and murderers and idolaters, and whosoever 
loveth and maketh a li~." By -reminding its immediate 
recipients that mankind ean be identified with that vast 
variety of sinners, aDd by recalling the existence of a 
d'l'eadful ','without", the book shows'its Author's desire· 
to t~n the whole truth, thus gaining its readers' con­
fidence. . 

15. ·These sayings are faithful and true" BECAUSE 
OF THE'IR DEISTINATION: '~I Jesus have sent mine 
angel· to testify Unto you ~hese things in th~ churches." 
They are not sent to ind1ividuals, whose incompetency 
could not 'grasp all the aspects and all the scope of the 
prophecy; or to some invi'sible o.r universal church, ma­
terially una.-ble to pronouniCe co11ectively on these revela- . 
tions; but to local churches, each one. of which, consti­
tuting 'a :body'; can rightly appr~iate the spiritual ful­
ness of the book. The fact that such revelations are 
~iven to. ·the most qualified of God~s. instruments' on 
earth . proves once again that the One who ins-pi,red them 
wa·s div,ine. , 

cloud which hovered on the Tabernacle, seems to stand 
now on this h<!ly of holies which the final book of Scrip­
ture is. . . 

19. ''These sayings are faithful and true "BECAUSE 
OF 'THE PROMIIS,E WHIIOH CROWNS THEM: "He 
which ·tesUfieth these things saith, Surely I come quick­
ly." This is the last of Jesus Chds-t's words of which 
we Iknow. The 'Scriptures therefore do not close with a 
negation, wlhich would be a kind ofvhoina:ge ,to the forces 

. of evil which a·re nQw for ever vanquIshed. It ends with 
a glorious promise which thus recalls and confirms both 
the teaehdngs of ,the book and of the whole Bible. 

20. '"l'he~ sayings are faithful an'di true" BECAUSE 
OF THE PRAYER WHICH . IS AN ANSWER TC' 
THEIM: "Amen. Even' so, come, Lord Je8U8." The, best 
way in which the apostle could show the perfect trust ,he 
had in the messa·ge ,he had 'just deIivere(i was to see in it 
an occasion for ardent and spontaneous supplication. So 
that, as the·-veH which had Ibeen lifted u-p for a moment 
·now heavily faUs ,down again never to be moved du-ring 
the ,present e~nomy, a dialogue sU'blimely simple sums 
u'p .the conversation of th'e ISav-iour with Hi's redeemed 
apostle: '411 come!" - "Come." 

I.n the meanwhile, a 'divinely-inspired blessing, per­
fectly adapted to every need, is finally invoked 'by the 
apostle John: . . . 

"THE GRACE OF OUR OORD JESUS CHRillST HE 
WITH YOU .A!LL!" . 

Nothing"could ibe g·reater or more. desirable than this 
comforting conclusion. ·-And nothing could better su'p­
port the wa·rm "Come!" which the ,book of Revelation 
addresses evento-day, !but for a limited ;period of time, 
to him .that is athirst. . 

16. '~hese sa~ing5 are faithful and true" B'E'CAUSE 
OF THE HIIGH ,DI'GNITY OF THEIR AUTHOR: "I 'am 
the root and the off8pring of David, and the bright and 
morning 8tar" (See 'Isaiah 11 :1-2, 10). Thi-~ last of tJhe 
"I ams" of Jesus 'Christ presents Him 'as the heir of the 
·greatest of . the kings in 'Iarael. But at the same time, 
He is'th'e !bright and morning star, His origin is heav- For Younger Readers 
enqy. And thus. a 'God-Man alone could be the surest _. (Continued fro;m page 2) 
warrant for ·the visions descrilbed by John. LagoS at once and ,Silas was sending for his Christmas 

... 
1-7. "These sayin'gs are fai1Jhftil and true" BECAUSE 

OF THE APPEAUS THEY CONTAIN: "And the Spirit 
and the bride BO/y, Come. And let him that heareth say, 
Come. And let. him that i8 athirst .come. And wh080ever 
wiU, let him take the water of life freel.y." The ,reference 
is here to 'a deadly thirst; but it can be for' ever per­
fectly quendhed. To will ... To come! Those two condi­
tions, :~owever easy they may be, cannot ,be reaHzed un­
less there is something to attract the .. thirsty· ones. For 
even the appea:ls of the ISpirit and of the lbride cannot 
succeed. -So that ,the testimony of the whole 'book of 
Revelation is needed to SUbstantiate .those entreaties. 

outfit. Later in the afternoon I found out that it was 
not so. One of the elders came and asked if I :knew t'hat 
Silas had given all Ih·is money to the Lord's work. :It had 

. surprised all of them as it su·rprise'd! -me. i[ called him 
later and aslk~d if it ·was ~u~ that he' had given all to 
the Lord's work. When he af.firmed this I asbd 'if he 
did not think th·is too much ~o give away; it was mo'r~ 
than anyone else had given; Ihe had Ibeen a long time 
collecting this money; did flu~ not think that half of it 

-would: have been plen'ty?l As he 'COntinued steadfast in 
his des·ire to ·give all I asked h"im to tell me what made 
him do it; there must be some' very d~finite ·reason why 
he 'sihould want -to 'give such a sum. "Yes," he said, 

18. "These sayings are faithful and true" BECAUSE "there is a reason. I have read in the Bi!b'le Where it 
OF 'THE RlETRIBUTION THEY 'PREDICT ToO THOSE ~s: 'Lay not up for· yourselves treasures upon· earth, 

. WHO PROFANE THE'M: "For I testify unto every man where moth and -rust doth cor.rupt and where thieves 
. that heareth the words of the propheC1J of thf8 book, If break throu'g'h and steal: But .Jay up for .yourselves 
any man shall adil unto the8e things, God 8haU add unto treasures ·hi heaven where neither mo1Jh nor rust doth 
him the plagUe8 that are written in- this book: And if cor.rup't, and where thieves do not break throu.g.h nor 
any man shall take away from the words of the book of .... steal: For where your treasure is there will your heart 
thi8 1Wophecy, God shaU take away hiB part out of ·the be also.' Mast~r, when I read th~t I decided to ·give my 
. book of life, and O"!-t of the holy city, and from the things money to the Lord's work becau'se I want my near.t to 
which are written -in thi8 book." "T·his book.. . . This be "in heaven." . . ' • 

·toOk ... This'lbook" Never has any writing spoken There was nothing more to be 'said, bU't I have often' 
concerning its~lf with such- a th'reatening assurance.cThe thought ·how much we need. to rep1ember the lesson that. 
words are not only :directed agaih~t its cYItical opponents, young compound 'boy taught us - to make sure that ,ve 
but aI-so - an~ in a very solemn way - aga-inst its care- have our treasure in the .righ't place. 

Il~ss eomme~tators. The .~eassuring and yet formidable . -The 'Evangelical Christian 
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OLIVl!l L. CLARK, Ph.D.. (Tor.) . 

THE TEM'PTATION OF JESUS. 
. Lesson Text: Luke 4:11-i3. 

Golden Text: '''For all' tthat is in .the world, ,the -lust of the 
, flesh, and :the "lust oIf the eyes, and the pride of l;ife, is 

.not rJ:f the Father, but is of the world."-l Jo'hnt''2:16. 
Parallel Passages': M'a~tJhew 4:1-111; lMallk 1:12, 13. 

The Lord Jeau's Chris't was as ,surely led oIf the Holy S!pirit 
into the wilderness to ,be tempted as He. had been ,led into the 
wa-ters of .the Jord'an to ,be !bap'tized, for He was always fililed 
Wi,th 1Jhe Spirit <iIf God ("Eph. 5:18): Iii; is not 8; sin 11<>' be 
tempted, 'but it is a !!lin to yield to 'temptation. The one wllo 
-tread'S the path. rJf obedien'ce to the Lord wi1'l no't ;pways be 
,guided in w'ays of pleasantness, !but aill his, times wre in, the 

.' handis of God, w'h'O can 'maklr 'ail;l thlin'gB work together for hi's 
good (Psa. 23:2-4; .31:115; .Rom. 8:28; Jas. -1, 2, 3; I, Pet. 
1:.6,~7). '. . 

It ,was in the' lonely wi1derness that Satan tempted Chr.iS't· 

~" 

him now'" (lMalbt. 27 :40, 42). - God's' promises are for those 
who walk in His ways. If a man delilberately ,goes into 
fori:!i~denterri!tory, :he ~anno~ expect' God's battalions .. to·· 
shield him from dan'ger. '!Satan:had misquoted the prom.lse, 
omittiIlig the phra:se "in all t~y ways" (iP'Sa.91:11) ,and. thus 
had destr-oyed the !Cortee of 'the !pro'mise. 

In . His all!9Wer "T:hou sha!J.t not tem'Pt the Lold thy God" 
(Dent. 6:-16; 1 Cor. 10:9), Christ Irebuked the attempt to 
force God ,to vindicate His word' and ,the claims of His Son .. 
At alI tjmes our SlIIYiour is.to be ~ru~ed, no't tested . 

.. Our Saviour met 'aN ltihese temptations anid conquered ,thedl 
in the power of ... 'the Spirit, using ·the weapon of' SC.rip'ture 
which' is 'avaiIaible to aill Chiristians (Eph.6:11-1I7). His 
victory gave Him sympathy !for U'S ami also made victory. 
possibl'e for U's (lHeb. 4 :15). I . 

The Adversary departed from Chri~ ''for a'season;', or a's 
the 'Greek words imply "unlbi.l a favoumble opportuni'ty". 
The' truth :is tha't Satan was in conofilict with Christ time al1d' 
aJga~n, endeavourin!g all the lWihiile to prevenlt Ithe work of 
red~JllIption -on 'the cross,-JW'h.'itch spelled doom to hilm (Gen. 
3:1,5; John 12:31). A!}lthoUigh Satan stiH ~as power to 'accuse 
us, :he h'8i8'been vanquished . and wi1!l ultimately be d'estroyed 
(Rev. 12:10; 2Q:'10). \ 

After 'lfue telrnlPltation . an'gels 'minis'tered unto the Lord . 
,(Mark 1:13; Luke 22:43) •. 

(Psa. ~02:6, 7). H.e'lived a solitary life; no h~an soul could Daily Bible Readings 
enter jn'to ,the secret 'of His 'sorrow and suffenlllg (Isa. 63:3;· 'Jan. 2-1'he Te'mPteT, Satan ................................. E.zek. 28:11-19. 
Lam. 1:12; Matt. 14:23). . Jan. 3-The FirS!; Temptation ..................... : .............. Gen. '3:1-15 

The 'fact that ,(llirist was ,tempted 'wmediately,'8ifter He Jan. 4-T:he Israelites Temp'ting 'God ............................ Psa. 95 
had been baJptized is no't without silgniif!icaii'lie (lM'ark 1:12).' J:im. HNo't 'LiV'ing !by Bread ,Alone ................................ Deut. 8 
At His baptism' He was manifested as :the Son of God, and J'an. 6-The Refuge in Temptation .................. 1 Cor. 10:12-23' 
approval w~s ,given :to ·the minffstry lHe was ~'bou.t' to com~ '. Jan. ,(-The SOU'l'iCe Of TemJptaJtion ............................ Jas. 1:12-20 
menee upon earlih.. Satan the Adiversary tried to. lure the • Jan. 8-The Sword: of 'the SpIri't l.. ........................ Heb., 4 : 12" 16 

. Saviour into misuse df. His powers as the Son of God and . 
to turn Hi'm 8.si.de frpm !the Divine plan oIf redtmlption to 
whicfu He had. pulbliel'y committed Hiirn8e'lif. . .'. '. 

We ;gather that Satan temrpted IChrist throughout the'forty 
days; and at the end rJf tifu'at !period attacked 'Him in !the Ibhree 
ways mentioned'. ''Dhe- fi.gure "forty" in ScrIpture sJ1'ggests 
tes'tin'g (Deut. 8:2; Jona:h 3:4). ., ' 

, Suggested Hymns 
Yield not to temptation. '.' 

;, From every StONIlY wind 'thaJt !blows. 
Thou ar.t my ROICk." 
'Dhe Lord's our Rock. 
Cl),ris'tian, walk carefu'lQy. 

. God is the refuge.of His .saints. 

. . MA1NT AINING THE BALANCE OF TRUTH 

W'e d'O welt-to notice Satan's me'thods of :atta'Ck; they ,are . 
. stiU :the same. 'He 'CaIIlie to Christ !When' ·the Saviour' was 
phYSIcally eX!hausted' after foritY. days of fasting and, testing .. 
He 'came to Eve 'when s:Jie was .alOtlle, her lla'tura!i protector ' 
being absent. Then, .he . prefaced ,hJs words wi'th an "if". I feeLmore arid more every' day that nothing but salva­
Such subtle ins'inuations and questionings are '1il'ore' dan- '. tion by 'grace will ever bring 'me to' Heaven, and there­
ger-ous and more daJrna:g.in:g to faith than dire'Ct d'enia.'ls of 

f . the,tru,bh (Gen. 3:1). A!gain~ hisexaJg1gerated' claims (verse fore I desire more and more explicitly to teach .the g·rand 
6)' were based upon 'the truth, and ha:lif-tl'\lth'S are ailiways truths of eleCting love, covenant security, justification 
more di'f'ficuI'~ lto 'meet than' open aies: Satan is "the god of. .by fai,th effectual calHng 'and immutable faithfulness 

.. this world'" and "'the prince o!f the power o'f. the'. air" (2 Cor. T -' t ' . I 't ..... '." h"'t '11 lId' 
4:4; ])ph. 12:2; JOIhn 14:30; 16:1(1), but hiskiinguom is limited . uuve ,0 sou s, as l' ,uurns In 'our ear s, 'WI a so' ea 

. .to his minions and' those w:ho acceIp't his sway' by rejecting . -us to preach a fre,e as well as a full salvation; and so· 
the. ·rule 0'£ Christ (Col. 1:13) .. Gold rules over aH, and 'Satan we shall 'be .!avedJ at once fr~ the leanness of those who 

,. dare nut ,go Ibeyond'the limit assIgned' ~ him. . ,have no doctriru;l, and from the ,bitterness of ~those._to' 
'the first insinuati-on was 'th:at if Christ were ·the Son of wnom creed, is evel'ylth'ing. W:!! ha,vElai!lJ,ed: at th~ happy 

GQd! He need :no't ~ hungry. In_o~her wortls, he bade the . 'lJi[J, metf,ia of a balanced"'miriistry and succeeding' years 
Sawour use 'H1'S Dl'VlDe power !for HIS own .ends, rather than. f' . th t f'" . 
for. the s'ail'Vation of men' selfishness verses self-sacrifi~e. con Irm us In. e cor~ec ness o· our vIews. 
AVQid 't'he way of the Crlo~'S. ()u~',Lorti answered -by' ~rip-.. ' .;--iCHAR.LES H: ISPURGEON" 
ture 'th8't satisfa'Coon is found' on[y in obed'ien~e to the wiU . 
af God (Deut. 8:3; ,John 4:34). , . 
. The secQnd temp'bation centred around 'the suggestion tha:t . 
if ,Christ were ·the Son o'f 009,· He need' not wait for His 
Kingdom (1 Cor. 15:25; R'ev. 11:15).Saltan 'promised Him, 
the kin;gdow,s o!f tMs world, :tJhe p~er' an~ 'the' glory, . by a 
short route. ·Let Hi;m take ~he 'glory wilthout treading ,the 
path of. suffering (iLUlke 24:~6,; OOInpare M'a'1lt. 16:21-23). 
The S.criptures again proved a,defiaIl!Ce' JDeut. 6:~3; 10:20). 

·BOOKS ANP':-""BObKlETS '. · 
By ·OR. T.-: T. ··SHI.ElaS . '. . -.. 

"Other Little Ship." ______ ~ _____ ~~ __ ..: ______ ~ ___ ~ ___ :._. $2.00 
"The-Plot That Failed" __ .:._:_.: __ • .: ___________ :.:: _______ . 2.00 
Spacial' /IIuitrated Number of'S"pt. 28 ______ .: __ ~ ____ :. .25 
"Rus.el/ism or Rutherfordi.m", 7/ page.· _. ________ .____ .25 
'~The Papacy in the Light of SCripture", 26 page. __ . __ ,-_ .25 

The· third temptation was t9 'the elffect t1):at if Ch;rj.st 'were . 
the Son .of God.,' He' CQuid prove it to' t~e believilllg people and 

'eS'tablish His' Kin'gdom without danger to Himself. ·'Satal1l's "The Oxford Group ~alYzed" _________ .J..:._. ____ ._~__ . .os 
"Doe. Killid in Action Mean ~one ·to Heaven?'" ______ :05 

,'''The Christian Attitude ToW!lrcl 'Amusements" ____ :.:___ .05 
, .. ' suggestion, "off thou ,be the IS on:' of God, cut thyself down' 

from :hence: .for it' ~s wri~ten, He slhaN give 'bis angels ch'ai1ge 
over ·t~ee, to keep thee,'~ isstrikiPlgIY,'pai'1J!llel to the chal-

, 'lenge df the people an~' ,the leaders df the Jews later: "lit .. ', TN .0' 'pel .W"t,---
"Tile Sod of All Comfort" . __ ~ ______ • __ ;,.: __ ~_.::_.;.___ .os 

-, thou be :the Son o!f God,. 'Come down from the cross - If he •• -
be.the King of -Isra.e!l, let him nOW come down from the cross" ' .• ." &err.reI ~ ... ,,'TorOnto,', .' :2'." " Ca ..... 
and 'we wHl 'believe· him. 'He truslleid in G-od'; >let.him deliver • lb~;;~~;;;;;;;;~;;~~;;.;. ~. ~~~=~~~~ll 
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