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BLESSING IN THE' MIDST , , -
I • 

OF TROUBLE/ ( 
I 

'F1,tO~ on~ experien~e in life the ~Gh:istia~ m~y deri,:e 
- . - trouble and blessmg. If the IncIdent IS vIewed .at 
the moment of its occurrence we are apt to see only trial 
and di,fficulty. The .passage of time, however, soon ,re
veals' that the Lord has overruled and turned- our troUible 
into joy. and Ibles'sfng. The wails of lament are then 

~despair ann ask what we .have done that we should have 
received such 'a 'blow: -Our limited vision hides from ou·r 

. view the end result of each such incident and so conceals 

. the rich :bles:;;ing 'which . lurks !beh=ind each cloud of trial 
and sorrow. I 

'In the incident before us, Samson received divine help 
-"the Spirit of the Lord carne mightily upon him, and 
he rent him as he would have ·rent a kid, and he had 
nothing in his ·hand." 'Truly the Lord does intervene to 
help His people or else we would· all be overwhelmed. 

turned- into songs.of praise. . 
"I'heBook of Judges contains 'an intel:esting account 

which' 'iIlustrafeS'" this spiritual fact. Samson, the thir
teenth judge of Israel, was a Nazarite and hence was 
s'pecialry dedicated- to the Lord. 'In the fourteen'th chap .. 
ter of Judges there is the record of Samson's journey to 
Timnath to 'acquire '8, wife. The Bible distinctly tells us 
that this eminently consecrated man was in the way of. 
.the Lord as h~ set o~t upon this journey. 

. " Trouble When Least Expected 

This narrative impresses upon us the need for special 
vigilance in "those very moments when we seem :to ,be 
enJoyin·g the most of the d-ivine favour. 'Frequently it 
is at that very time that we" encoupter some grievous 
trial. Samson was prepared 'but we are apt to find. our
selves unarmed for the hour of triumph and -blessing 
seems to us a most unlikely hour at which to expect any 
trouble. This animal, however, wiH attack us when 'and 
where we least expect. . 

. 'With our faulty standards of judgment, we are apt to 
conclude that one who is so sanctified. and obedient will 
encounter no s~tJbacks. Somehow we have come'to think Blessing Where Least Expected 
that· the Chri'Stian is 'immune to the. usual trials that ~ 
beset men .• Our minds are so constituted th~t we are After 'Samson had vanquished .. the. young lion, -fie 'pro-
'apt ,frequently 'to' seek some. i~mediate caus~ for any ceeded on 'his journey and accomplished his mi'ssion, 

'Sometime later he returned by' the vineyards of Timnath 
calamIty a~d' to ,at~ri,bute. sucl:! a calaIl!ity to ,our own where he. had destr'oy'ed the beast. He wail prompted to 
s·hortcQming. .... turn aside and .view the carcass of the animal "and -be-

There is a sense 1h which all our trials and troubles hold, there W'I!S 'a swarm of bees and- honey in the carcase 
may be' traced to sin - th~ first 'sin which hrought a of the li.on. And he took thereof in 'his hands, and went 
curse 'upon the race. But it is not true that .all personal on eating, and- came to hfs father and mother, and he 
trouble, sickness or trials are the result of pet'sonal gave them and they did eat ... " . 
transgression. One 'may 'be in the will and way of the Out of that which had been the sohrce of trouble he 
Lord· and there !be overtaken with trouble. . . later dr'ew food. At the moment of his fierce. siru.ggle .. 

ISuch l'I'as the eX!pel'ience of Sam'son. H.e em;ountered there was no ·indication of this ·future' 'blessing but the 
trouble -when it could- be least expected. As he jou·rneyed passage of time' changed. the matter so that the com

'down to Timnath, "a young Hon roared against him." batant could return' and literally draw stren.gth f.rom 
This encounter forced, him to conflict. We want to em- what could have tbeen viewed as a d·isturbing occurrence. 
phasize;however,.-the fact·that this d'anger came in the This 'precious tru-tli speaks'to aU ,believers. Does some-
path of'duty. . one read these lines with.sorrow heavy upon the hea.rt? 

. How are we to eXlplain similar occurrences in' QUI' own It seems illS though heaven is .hid from your view. Per 
Uves? In our des10ndency we are som.eiimes inclined to haps the loss' of a' dear one or· some heavy personal 'blow 
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has n~arly bowed you to the ground. You know that the 
Lord will not utterly forsake yo.u :but willigive you grace 
for the trial. Does our tho\llght.stOp here?, No! The pass
ing days, weeks and years and the blazing li'ght of eter-. 
nity will reveal that out ofl your trial He !brings forth 
blessings untold for YOUI" own p.enefit and lor the benefit 
of those Ia~oWn and un!known to you. 
. IDc> we a'ddress some saint who :is laid aside upon· a Ibed 

of siclmess or retirement?You feel that the Lord's hand 
is heavy u'pon you and in. a ~ment ·of doubt you . feel 
that you must question His reasons for thus dealing with 
you. We have known some 'Super pious souls who talk 
as thou'gh they were a!bove sueh frailty but any who, 
have experienced such illness well lmow whereof we 
speak. Our own short view of the event and, its conse
quences prompt us to see ,it as an isolated mishap but 
again we are wrong for 'sulbsequent history; will lead ·us 
to a ;better judgment when we are en8!bled tQ draw bles!t
ing from the very CQre of our present distress. . 

.In the work of the gospel, we are often dJiscoura:ged and 
are overwhelmed with setbaCks and dis·appointments. 
Satan would have us regard all these as being due to the
disfavour of God. He would have us see each incident 
only in relation to'the immediate consequences. Paul had 
a terri'ble ~perienc~ once when he was imprisoned in 
Rome.· 'rhe Lord gave him a correct yiew of the situa
tion, however, so that he was enabled to declare, "But 
·1 wO,uI'a ye should understand,brethren, that the things 
whicl{ happened unto me have falien out rather unto the 
furtherance of the gospel." (IPhil. 1:112). In his own 
trial and impris'onment he. could trace the hand of God 
which ibrought forth honey. 
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'Finally this incident in the life of Samson emphasizes 
/ the need for our appropriatillig the fruit of past e~peri-

ence. The lessons of life are not to !be· U,ghtly overlooked Photographs of robed churchmen, and ·smging eeDers do 
, indeed testify that something has changed aeross the "Cur

but are to be. appropl'iated to ourselves. The Lord seeks tain" _ but is it 8Illything more than the propaganda diree-
to teach us and speak to us in a'll 6f the occurrences of tive from Moscow? 
life so that we may learn. Each successive instalment - -EDITORI~L, Toronto Star, December 17, 1955 
causes us to love Him who sustains us in trial and brings 
out of that trial food for our"eternal welfare. 

THE cilURCH AND CO.EXI~TENCE 
The eountries behind the IrOill Curtain are stepping up 

their campaign to eonrinee the West that Communists are 
not anti· Christian or anti·Oliurch. If one derived his in· 
formatiOill solely from the propagand,a sheets that normally 

, flood ·an editor's desk he might be persuaded that the 
eh'urehes were never· so flourishing as today in Communist 
countries. 

. From Hungary there reaches us a "Roman Cath~lie Re
view" in German, eaeh number-richly illustrated. 'with photo· 
graphs of ecelesiastical pomp. From Czechoslovakia comes 
"Sparks of 'Const8lllee", organ of· the· Church of the Czech 
Brethren, reporting· the number of its congregations has in
creased from 203 to 267 since ''liberation''~ The Czeehs also 
publish "Yest~ay and Today", an enthusiastie history of 
The Protestant Reforination in Bohemia. Prague News Letter 
reports· the world premiere of a new cantata '~Hymn\ to St. 
JaCob" by ~ Czech Catholic ,CO~POl!er as ·I!vidence ·of· the 
vitality of church art. . 

Polish Roman Catholies circulated a weekly newspaper 
"Today and Tomorrow", to show how happy Roman Catholies . 
~e in a Communjst state, whieh the Pope promptly plaeed 
oil the Index. From Romania and Bulgaria eome eolored 
photographs pieturing the restoration of Orthodox Churehes, 

_ ..... while from Moscow came no less than a delegation of mitred 
prelates. 

. I 
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The Doctrines 0/ Grace 
The first book in the ·Dr .. T. T. "Shields' Memorial Li:prary 
has met a" good reception. A~ready friends have written 
to ask that we notify them as to the date of publication 
of :su,bsequent volumes. Numbers hay_e. written to ex
press their appreciation for the. present volume. Copies· 
are stiH avaHable for $2.50 each. . 

The New'Year Campaigll 
During the winter 'm'onths;people are more' inclined 
to devote time to r~ading and- to the consideration 
of what boo'ks and magazines they should acquire. 
We trust that our readers will, take advantage of 
this natural interest and press the claims of THE 
GOSPEL WITNESS upon friends. You are our best 
representative to 'Your friends. -

Thank You For Hearty-E:cpresswlI, 
During the past 'year and· es'peciaHy at this season we 
have receind many hearty expressions of 'gratitude fo,r 
the paper. The ed,itors marvel at your consideration and 
shall try to ma-keit even more worthy of your hig;h· 
e&te~m. 
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The Life. of 'Faith 
A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields I 

P·reached ,in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Morning, August 25th, 1935 
(Stenogralp~a:lly Reported.) 

. "1 am crucified 'With Ohrist: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but i(Jhriist 'livetih in me: ... 
and the tife which I DOW !live hlI rtlhe fiesh I iHve Iby othe faiJtlh of the Son ciI. God, who 
loved me. and gave himself.for me." Ga1.2:20. 
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WH-E'DHER we ·wiU or no,' we live in the flesh .. We evdry point of view, intensely personai, personal in its 
are men and women of flesh a'nd blood I and ~Il that contact, and pellSonal in its exerci'se. One may have faith 

belongs to the ·flesh and Iblood is of necessit; characteris- in a ·thing. We may lean upon som~ thing. We may have 
tic of us. But the Ohristian is differentiated fl"om aU faith in the operation of certain principles. We .may.have 
others. who !-ive in the flesh by the fact that -this life in faith incertai~ laws· which al"e princi·ples, after all. But 
the fle~h is lived in faith, and that faith is defined· a-s Ohristian faith is. something more than that: "The . life 
the faith whioh is in the 'Son of God "who loved me, and which I now live in the'f'les'~" 'says -the apostle ~au-l "I 
gave himself for me". - live !by the faith 'of the Son of God". 

We are constantly 'su'bjeet. to temptations. ~ AU God's Very frequently have I reminded you of this principle, 
children, as 'I heard an old ·man once say, must have their but that we muiy be on !guard against the evils of the day, 
"ups and dowI!s" thotigh they do not have their "ins and and that we may be strong .in ou·r hour. of trial, we need 
outs" . We are "in Chri'st", !bu·t the devH do-es not let frequently to remind oUllSelves of thing-s wh,ich we al
us alone, and the fact -that we are- in the flesh makes us I"eady know. The faith that sav~s the soul is faith that 
suibject in ,large measure .to the emotions of the flesh. is reposed-in a Person, in the Person of Jesus Christ -
It is no,!; as easy to be happy when you have a headache all tpat constitutes ·personaiity in you reposinlg in aU that 
as when your hea'd is cleal". J.t is not so easy to smile constitutes Personality in Another! Not faith mel'ely I 
when you have tlui rheumatism, is it? 'I heard of a in a book. 'Faith is something more than mere opinion, 
minister who, missing 'some memJbe~ of his cong'regation, more' tihan iilteHectuii belief, more than conviction of 
met that meinber's wife one day, and- said to' her: "I' truth: faith involves the exercise of the Whole man, of 
have not seen y{)ur hUSIpand for some time?" "No," she every faculty of thesouI. Just as a ·flower responds to' 
said, "he has not been to church for a ·good while now." the 'rays of the sun in rits roots, 'in ·its stem, in every 
The minister was a little anxious'. He wanted to kn{)w leaf, in the' un-folding petal; it lives b~cause it lives in 
what "ism" had afflicted the man .. He was afraid that the sunlioght, so the truly regenerate nature answers to 
he !had ~een turned as-ide £.rom the faith; and so he all that: God reveals of Himself in Ch·rist, and rests in 
enumerated ·all the heresies he 'knew. He sa,i'd: "Are any Him, aliv,ing Person. . 
of thes'e things troubling· your husband?" "Oh, no!" That means that I must 'have faith in a competent 
she said, "it is worse .than all that, sir:. it is l!ot that Person' I must know samething about the Pers{)n I am . 
kind of 'ism~: it is rheu·matism." Well, you ~ay l~u'~h to iru~t, and that involves, of course, some obJective 
at th'at.· It 'IS easy. t~ .Ja~gh whe~ you are w~l, but 'It IS 'knowledge, or kil.{)wledge of the Person Whom I am to 
,not easy when the IInutatIons of ·the flesh are felt. trust. And then that involves, inevitably, .intellectual 

iWe are men and women who live in the flesh. We exercise,' intellectual belief. I ·must have some' concep
gr:ow tired. ISometimes we reach the end of ouI" physical don I()f the Person I 'am to trust; hence the folly of de
strength, or we think we do. Sometimes, indeed, it is crying' creeds. Your creed is w,hat you- :believe. of the 
difficult for some people to control 'their natu·ral dis- person you tru-st. If you 'know 'nothing of him, if you 
positions: There are some people who are naturally ir- believe of him, then you cannot trust him! i'How shall 
ritalble, and it is dHificult '8OIDetimes of a -wash morning they believe in 'him of whom they have not heard·?" 
for the housewife to be quit~ as agreeable as on some "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearihg !by the word of 
other occasil()n. I am not excusiI1:·g rit: I am merely-stat- God," and.the content of oui" faith will depend ~pon the 
ing the facio Or, talke that man in business, 'he is tossed extent·of ou·r 'knowledge. The more we know of God the 

\. a:bout, troulbled on every side, and ·there is great danger more weshail believe dn Him ..... 
some times lOt his failing to adorn' the doCtri~e of God . But here we are told that ,Christian faith is faith in 
hie 'Saviourin all th·ings. ' the IS'on of God. -We 'had it.in our lessl()n this mornil).g: 

, B~,t. there 'is this d.istinctivething. a:bo~t ~e true "I will lif.t up mine eyes unto the hills, f~ Whence 
O~rlstI.an, that th{)ugh m t~e flesh he· hves m faIth, and cometh my help. 'My !help cometh from the Lord, which 
fa'lth hfts ~s above the thmgs o{ ~h:¥ fl~.sh, and 'ena~les made !heaven and earth." We can 'know n{) Helper, !,:e 
us to dvyell m .tihe hea!enly ,places m ChrIst Jesus; gIves can :be assured of no continu'ous help unless we have fa.ith 
us the vIctory in· the mIdst I()f many foes. in the Lord Who made heaven and earth, and we shall not 

iI. be :v:igorotls Olil'isti-ans unless lOur fai,th is an intelUgent 
Now to our text: This text teaches· us 'that CHRISTIAN faith in the Son of God. .-

FAITH, SAV9'lG, FAITH, IS REPOSED IN A PERSON. 'It is, ,from '4t me ask you, very simply, i,f that fl;l what your faith 

.... 

/ 



",' '. (- I" 

.' . , 

J;>ecem~er 2~i 1955 THE GOSPEL ,WITNESS .and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE 4 (564) 

is,o if you believe in J esu·s as verily' the ,s-on' 'o'f ·God W'ho, frankly admit that there is not anythi~g in us t-o attract 
is the Hying. Saviour?, Noone Elise can poss)biy' ~ow' tli~ affections 'of another; ''that there are a thousand 
your need. No one else can possibly have fuB .·knowleilge thing:s iu us to repel anyone's' l-ove. I{.ise~sy, youl know, 
of all your circumstances. iN-o -one else can possIbly to 'bea:greeaJble with each other' for a little'whiJe. Some- • 
know your natures, -or dispositions: Of n-o one. else can' times, I find myself almost amu'sed at the' attempts ·of. . 
it be said: "H'e knowe~h ou·r f!a:me; he remembereth our ~xford Groupf!iell:ds w.ho_ convert people .. to· their.' . 
that we are dU'!~t". theorIes .-by means of a house ·p.arty. I spake' on that 
. The -physician reaches his' limitation of. ;knowled-ge questi-on .some Um.e ago, and' I received letters from all. 
when the patient -is desperately ill, and a:n concerp-ed ove~ the' countrY from some very ,in~Juenti~1 .people, ' 
want to kn-ow exactly what i·s the matter·. Very frequently notably' from 'M-oiItreal and .ottawa. The 'letters ·said: . 
even the wisest must a.dmit: "I am ·sorry, !but. as y'et 'I "Please, please w-ith};lOld jud'gment until you 'have at-',' 
cannot' tell"." . .. tended an Oxford Gro.uP· h'ouse party." . Well, I have at-

Now 'n-o one other than. the One Who'made us, from tended a great many other' h-ouse . parties. They were 
Whom we derive our ·bein·g, can possibly have full knowl- 'n9t called house parties, ':but I' have ibeen the guest in 
edge of your need and ·mine. : No one el.se has skill and many· homes on "~!lny 'occasions, and do you k'DPJV I 
power to deal with our particular case. No one else can" haye never 'been entertained by one disagreeable person! . ' 
possibly have authority over' the realm of Hfe in watich ,Even the child'ren ·have Ibeen ()n their !best behaviour. And 
we ·Iive. Have you ever tr{ed' to secure a.dmission some- sometimes. they have worn their ibl;lst clothes; and -the ' 
where where someibody'sauthority is necessary to open husband. has called his wife; "dear", and s'be has called 
a dark door? You have .gone.to one official; and he has hi~ "dear", and t~e"y have been the very incarnati.ons of 
. said: "I ain florry, but that i's beyond my jur.is·diction." . ,pohteness ~nd amiab~lity, and if. I ha.d' had less' e~p.erience 
You have gone to anothe·r, and he ·say.s: "Wen J am I sh-ould: have said to myself: "What, wonderful peopel 

.afr\iid I have no authodty· :in this case." Yo~' pass these are!" And .it may be th!itl seemed, to be quite 
through the whole maze of the Circumlocution ~Office i'n wonderful to them, f-or I try to b~' a'greeaJble to them, and 

. order to find someone who 'has the okey to tinl-ock the succeed in some measure!' :t!ere and ther.e I have actu-- . 
door that you ate to enter. ally known people who ,have said that Mr. 'Shields was . 

iNow who ·has auth-ority' to enlarge 'life, to open doors not qu~te so ha~ a:~ter a'll; "rean~ qu·i~El nice when rou' 
for us, to command our ~:ii'em.ies, to .give us serv:ice, to come to k~ow hIm. But after al~, ~e. a.o not know each 
supply our needs,? We cannot live in th~ fles~ and other .by a house pa~ty, not even· If I.t I~ e~tended beyond, 
aibove the flesh llnless we have a clear view of the fact t'!o or thre~ :weeks: . You have t~ lIve Wlt~ peopl,e. You 
that the faith which is ours is faith in the Son, of God.' hav~ 'been hvmg wI-th your·self for a long tIme, an~ 'you . 
We need.to emphasize this' again and'aJgain to-day. There don t 'know yourself .yet: But let me tell yo.u that the'man . 
are comparatively Jew who believe thaLr esus is the Son you see eve:y :m~rnmg wih.!!n y~u shave, ~s an ... Utgl~ c~s
of God, and God tht! Son, .~ompar~tively few who believe -to,me~, .and It l'~ haJd.to l-ove hIm. Hav..e s.ym~athY w.lth 
in One. Wlio is really: Iivibg, to Whom all authority is Y04r WIfe. when she trIes: Sh,e 'has 'a ha1'd'~ob Just 10VIIJ.g 
giveri in heaven ,and on earth .. But the faital" which char-. you. .' '. . .. 
acterized Paul, which should characterize every Christian . -Now Paul 'says, "Here is 'On~ Who loves us. I hav!'! not ~. 
is a faith -that i'~ .reposed'in Him by' Whom 'ali things any" d(ju;~t albout it. Knowing just wh~t I am, He loves, 
were made, Who is before. alI-. things, and in Whom a:ll me. It IS not hard to trust one whom you. really love, 
things consi·s't. Is your faith in a Person, the Iiving, and who really foves you. 
present, Christ? Bu't now; my ·friends, we cannot ·get on with 'God' untii 

/ ; ill. that !becomes a. vital, a,ctiv.e,. principle in life, until we 

Well, in the. next plae!!, OUR FAITH MUST BE iN' ONE 
'WHO LOVES US, The -outstanding characteristic. of the· 
One in Whom Paul believed, "was ,tha:t that One loved: 

, him: "The life which .I now liye in the flesh,.1 live by 
the faith of the Son of God,' who loved me, and gave' 
himself for me." . 

.I wonder whether, -.in any, true ·sense, you and J actu
~Hy believ:e in the. love of Gog?; Let me say some old 
things. Let me ask y-ou to pull down it few :OOoks from 
the shelves of memory which you have read a hund.red· 
times; ·review your own test~monies, examine:your 'own 
.conff;lssions, and answer to your' own heart. ,Is there Any- . 
body to Whom all power belongs, Wh-o really, .'not in 
theory, but Who really -loves' .you? T.hat is the ·question. 
.We quote it again and again that: '~God so loved the 
world, that he 'gave his only lbegottEm', Son, that. whoso
ever believeth in him sh-o!lld.n()t"perish,·but have ever~ 
lasting life." But I am. afraid, dear friends, that many 

\. ·of us believe in the love. of, .god:, 'in a very theorEltical 
fasl),ion, and do' not act,ually,rest the' Soul in 'the assur- . 
ance of it. But no one eJose' 'can possibly save us, hut 
One Who loves us. 

You and I need a great deal of loving. 'Oh, let us 

are a:ble, in 'spite' oJ aB coritra·ry, ,appearances', r.eally. to 
believe in the love of God. Oh, we may believe in His 
power: in His wisdom, in :His justice. . . 
. IA. very noted tII,!an once went to !l- photo·graphe:r -:- you . 
would kno:w him if I ment~oned ,his nanie - and"as' he ' .. 
saUn the chair he·sa,id, "Now, photographer: Fhope 'you 
will tr¥ ·to do 'me justice?" The photographer was a very 
frank m~:n, and leaning on ibis camera, as 'he ·~a:s trying 
to get this'man in a proper posi·tion, h~ ·said, "It is nor 
justice 'yoq need; doctor: ·it is mercy." And that 'was' 
true; Most of us do, and ~os-t photographers show it to 
us oy touchiil'g us up beyond recognj:tion . 

_ 'My friends, we need mor'e. than' faith .in the power and .". ; 
j~stice of God: We cannot ·go o~ with 'God· unless 'we are ' 
persuaded of the love of GOd. In "no other way can we· 
'bear His judgment uipon our sin.·Ther~ 'are so ··many 
things in you and me that God has to' deal with, and 

, which He must'deal with if.He is going to make us·ready 
for !His ·h~ly'. ,pre~etce. And: it wiH be .impos:lible for. us 
to trust Him if we do not 'believe fn His love. . ,., ~ 

I have a very vivid recollection of walking through one 
of the .'great .military h-ospi:ml's in: England du.ring the: .. 

. war, and. a nurse behind a screen was dressin.i a sol'd-ier;s" 
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wounds. I did not see him, 'Qut i hea~d him, and I shall 
never forget-'hi.g cries:'''1\. big, stronlg, man!" Yes_ "A 
true' soldier!" Yes; /but sorely wO\.l.nded. And as the nu,rse 
ministered 'to him he cried: ".oh, sister, sister!" Arid 

Will you -go from ,this place this morning saying in 
ypur heart - ·perhaps we 'shaH sing it presently - "I 
am so glad that J esu's loves me" ? ' 

then there· Was quietness .for a moment aI),d .then he cried • . '. .. HI. 
out again: "Oh, sister, si-sier, have, pity on me!" There N ow just this word and 'I have finished: True faith is 
was no rebellion there at all. But the riu,rse went stead- not only .in One Who loves us" !but in ONE WHO H~S 
ily "on removing the ibanda:ges, 'deansing the 'g~ping ATONEp FOR OUR SINS, WHO GAVE HIMSELF UP FOR ME. 
woun~, and ministerin'g to him. There was no ·rebel~ion, The' apostle Paul was long in learning that, and very 
he Iknew, of course ,he knew. That was the life of the reluctant ~,receive it! For a long time he was filled 
flesn that was crying out, very much in ·theflesh just' with" the intense' hatred fQr the .'glGrious Victim of the' 
'at that moment. But !he knew it wa.g the healing handcrQ'sS. 'He thou'ght with him.gelf that he .ought to do 
of love t'ha~ was ministering to Mm. You ami, [could many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 
never endure the torture of divine surgery if we do not But at 'last '~e came to understand that Jesus lov'ed him, 
believe in the'love of God. He will have to put us th'rough and 'gave Himself u'p for 'him. 
such discipline, through so ·many tria'Is, ·give us such' IA I d'tat" fittl thO It' ht I 'd . t h . d . 'h II h s· ~as me 1 mg a 'e on 'IS as mg .sal rl·gorous treabmen ,.:t 'at agam an agam we -s a: ave - t - lr' "I d h - 'f 'th t 'S 1fT 
to cry out in <lur 'pain; in .our agony. Paul had a thorn 0 myse: won er w y I wa.g a ~,~u 0 . ars~'s 

- in 'th flesh :b t 'he lidJ.e that love ermitted' it lest he apparently never ~~ard Jes.us personally. . He lIved m 
b el'ted 'bo' u w p , , Jerusalem; he was a Pha,rlsee; he was an mtensely re-

e exa a ve measure. I' . " 'd . ht h ed th t h Id . . , ' . JgIOUS man, an one mlg 'ave suppos a e wou· 
. Can ' you, stand It? 'M~.st people are,hav!n1g a hard ~lme . have made it his :business to hear tMs hew Prophet. But 
J~st. now .. Some.of '9ods people are havmg a p~uharly. apparen·tly he did not hea,r Him; He did not see Him; 
dIffIcult tIme. Let us ask Him for ·grace to beheve the he was not there~en He was cr·ucified. It was only 
love t·hat He has ,for us, in 'spit,e of a'II. , by ~ 'special revelation later that he saw Jesus, I am 

iNor can we believe in the 'Continuance of the' divine rather Iglad'he did not'see Him, because that puts him 
ministry apait from this. I asked a. nurse one Ume 'how in_ .the: class with U'S: "whom !having not seen we love". 

, she was g.etting on. "Oh!" she said, "I am in love with B\.l.t he believed with aU his heart iihat Jesus gave Him· 
t'he work.~' I 's'aid,,' "You need to IQe. 'No one else' can be sel:f up for him .. 
a nu, ·rse." " I 'I IJ: wondet do I talk to you t90 often about the cross. 

After the prayer meeting last ni~ht I was called to ,Do' you ev.er 'g:r:ow weary of hearing a1bout the 'blood '? 
the, Sick tOhild,ren's Hospital. I went there about eJevp.n Do you? .. Someone told -me once in this church in the 
o'clock, and I met one of our mothers . .she 'had a litfe long a'go, -be~ore our revolution - a young lad,y - that 
'boy in there ,a:Qou't twelve years ,of a'ge" and the nurse I talked too much albout t'he death of ·Ohrist. She said: 
whispered to me':, "Humanly speakinlg there is ·no "You talk too 'much' about the death of Christ. You 
chance." ,He !had no ·chance from the ·be·ginning. ,'I sat '.speak too much a'bout His /blood. Why do you not tell 
down in the 'corrido~ with that little iboy!s mother, and us 'about His life?" II 'said to her: "His life ·ha·s no value 
s'he said, "I have been here a we~." ,I said, "A week!" , apart .from His death, even as His d'eath has no value 
'Wes; day -and night." I 'said: "Do you .sleep here?" .apart ,frolD Hi·s life.': 
'''Oh, yes; 'I just 'go down: there in the ·waiting room, and 
doze' for a'little while; but I am afraid even to -go there- I will tell you why I '.speak 'a'bout the ihlood - hecause 
it is too faraway from t'his room. Most of" the-time I 'I cannot help it. ,It 'is my only '}rope. It lies at the very 
sit outside the·door, or inside' his room," "There,she was, ,foundation of my' faith. II find: it possible to believe I 
sitting on. a hard /bench in the corridor, 'beca~se that atm. saved' only a:s -I am e~a:bled. to see th~t I.ncarnate 
little ~oved frame,wa.s suffering inside. Oh, t have seen ' 'DeIty took ~y sm. upon HImself, a~d carrIed I~ to the 
a lot of that .. Nobody 'but a mother.can do that. You cross,and- w~th ~~s own b~oo~ eX'Plate~ my. ,guIlt. And 
corild' n~tsit there. a we~; you would give up. But she _ whether you. hike I~ or not, t~IS .IS my t~stlmony: 
won't give up= Aii long as slhe lives, and' 'that child 'lives', ",Wer &ince, ~y ralth, I saw :the stre~, 
she will ibe there. ' '. '.' • 'His·flow,j.ngwoun~s sUlpplYj,' 

.Whata task it is to Iget us .ready fo~ heaven, i~ it not? Red'eeming 'love hlas !been my theme, 
I have wondered sometimes when I have thought of our J And shaH be tH'l I die. ,., 
Sunday ·School when we are in· full flood, when the "When .this poor, iisJpirilg, staJrnmering torugue 

-chHdren are all home; and very often on 'Saturday night Lies si:lenlf; in the g:rave, 
. 'we pray for 1ihe mothers who have to get the chiJdren, ' " Then i'n a nobler, S'\yeeter Bong, 

- rl,-l sing Tb.1v In, ower to, s'ave." ready for serY,ice in the morning. And when there are"' :r 
, , five or six 'Child~en' in the house,' it is a great fob to 

get' them aU ready for school 'How' ever do mothers 
stand it anyhow! They 'could not except that 'God has 
implanted· i~ them a lo,,!e for their wOrk. . 

Ah, ""'but t'he F'ather in heaven has to get ~s ready. 
There is a great deal of wa'shing to do, a lot of, cleansing 
to do, a lot of dressing :to do, a lot of teaclJ,ing and train
ing to do. We B;re du~l scholars, and we shall be rebel
lious, and we shall never get through at .all' unless fuere 
!be wl"oug~t in us 'by the Spirit of,G~d.a real faith in the 
Son of God Who loved: us.' . . 

That was Paul's experi~nce. He' never got over it. In
dependent of Jesus,- an' enemy of the great Imposter, 
looking, back up·op. the cross as a triumph of the sec~' to 
wliich' 'he ibelonlged, ~glGrying in tlie fact that .:.He had 
been done to death, and resolVed to do 'others to death 
who were 'called :by His' name, until he learned. this one 
thing,.that the Crucified Olie, was no't dead;, but alive. 
And 'from the moment that Jesus spoke from heaven and 
called !him /by name, and then answered his 'question, 
"Who art thou, Lord" thY'saying, ,"r am ·J.esus whom thou 
persecuteW' the 1l10ment he ~.ea'r(l tha,t, with that 
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voice a light that never-was on 'sea o~ land shone into SHIELDS' "DOCTRINES OF 
his heart, and he saw the cross; he understood it, and 
exclaimed: "'God forbid that I should glory, save i~ the GRACE~' RECOMMENDED 'AS 
cross of our Lord J es,!s Christ." ... 

You see, my. dear friends, P;ul said, "J am believing CHRISTMAS ~IFT YOLUME , 
in Him Who loved me,' and gave Himself'for,me .. Jesus THE D<>o:rRINES.oF 'GRAICE !by t~e late Dr. T. T. 
withheld nothing. 'Never forget that. !I wish I had - Shields is an excellent bOdk which sets forth the 
time to. speak to you' on that mbject. I should just Hke great 'doctrines of 'grace as found in the -Scriptures. Thi~ 
to ta;ke ,this ,for a text: "He gave himself up ·for us"~ volume .'is the, first of the 'Dr. T. r. -Shields Memorial 
Paul "said: "I cannot help truslting Him, myself." Who 'Li'brary series which will pu!bIish 'the w~itiIligs and lec-

,was He? "In Whom, dwelleth the Godhead bodily". tures of this man of -God, who pa'!!sed' on to be with the 
"Why," ·sa·id Paul, "this Jesus Whom I trust has placed Lord last April 4. The !boOk is coinposed of 17 chapters', 
at th!! ,comm-and of my faith all the resources of Deity. . which were orig.inally 17 lectures ·given by pro Shields 
Everything that God is Jesus ,Christ is. My faith is -the at regul~r Thursday evening meetings' as pastor of the 
faith in the ISon of God Who loved us, and gave HIM- historic Jarvis Stree1; Baptist Church in Toronto, Canada. 
SEIW· up for me, a ISin Offerii}.Ig,'a whol~ Burnt OUering. IThe book ,would, make a very, worth while gift for 
for me." You can say ,it ,for yourself, !but I want to say Christians who would like to have the momentoil-s doc
'it, this morning for 'myself - for me! - Himself! for trines of the 'grace of God -in one single compact volume. 
me! a poor sinner. That is what He ·did. And! because It is a v9lume that should be in 'the hands of every boni
of tha't, r trust 'Him, ,I ask Him every day to help me ,again Ohristian, as it deals with the profound themes of 
to obey Him. ", ,the 'grace of God that has made, the plan of salvation ,pos-

'''The life which I now live in the fleslh I Hve by -the sible through Jesus Chri'st: Though' the !bo()k, over 200 , 
faith of the ,Son of God, who loved me, 'an'd gave himself pages" is ,full,oi' "strong meat" for CQristian~, yet it ,is 

'for-me." . presented in a simple way so that even babes in Christ 
Let U8 pray: will find it easy read~n'g. 
Lord, we thank Thee once again lor Thy word which ever . Dr. Shields 'Systematically presents the BiblicaI revela

tells us the story 01 Jesus and His love. Give us, we pray tion in chapter entitJed': The Soverei'gnty of ,God, The 
Thee,. hearts to receive the truth in the love of it. MaY'it Soverei,gnty of 'God in the Incarnation, The Doctrine of 
profit us because it shall be mixed with.laitk! We' ask it in Election, 'Total Depravity, T-he Meaning of 'the New 
Jeaus' name, Amen. Birth, Ju,stification', Jus'ti,fication /by Faith Alone, The 

NEW THEOLOGY 
A 'g,reat inventor is to make bread without flour, and 

he is preparing the 'plan of a house which is to haye no. 
foundation. Wonderful! 'Isn't it?, We are no longer to eat 
grapes as they come from the. vines - they are so old
fashioned: we are to have them after, they have 'been 
squeezed in a patent press, and have been fashioned into 
cakes of mathematical ~hape.. We ''Should not be at, aU 
surprised to hear that our steam-lboats are all a mistake, 
and have become things of the past, ,being -in fact super
seded tbY electrified: tatble-cloths, whiCh each man with: 
draws from his dining-talble, spreads on the top of the 

Atonement (covering three' chapters), The Intercession 
of Christ, The Eternal !Security of the Believer; Once 
Sav~ - Always ISayed, 'The '~erseverance of the Saints, 
The Ministry of the Holy Spirit, Sanctification, and 
closes with a chapter o~ The ISecond Coming of Ohrist. 

This admira;ble work is enliv.ened and made very ,in
,teresting by the many iUus'trations 'used by Dr. 'Sh'ields, . 
many. of them drawn .from his rich e~eriences in the 
ministry .. 

trhese lectu,res show that Dr. Shields was a'true 'Oal-' 
'vinist and in line with the great Reformed theologians. 
Thi·s material, set forth in eloquent style" should also 
give the read:E!r an idea o~ W;hy 'he, -is calIe4 "the 'Canadian 
Spurgeon". " 

'For !believers who are often perplexed !by the dOctrines 
of Goa'!! soverei'gnty in relation to man's wiU 'an;d the 
doctrine of election, there is no better volume, to put into 
their hands than this book Which clearly and accurately 

>presents what the Bible teaches on these subjects. 'The 
. boo'k should also be a 'great help 'to those who lean· to

ward Arminianism and fQr any who are entangled within ' 
the false systems of modernism and Romanism, and· thus, 
a!e ignorant of the true doctrines, of the grace of God. 

, water, and then u'ses ,as an instantaneousIy-prepare'd raft, 
which he steers with his knife and fork. When this, 
comes about, we shall still !be found sticking to the un
changed and!' unCh'angeable Word of God. There will be 
no new God, nor a new devil, a~d we shall never have Ii 
new Saviour, nor a new atonement: why should we then 
be either attracted or 'alarmed by the error and nonsense 

, which everyWhere plead for a hearing because they are 
new? What is their newness to U'S; we are not children, 
nor frequenters of playili'ouses? Truly, such a new toy 

, or, a' new' play' 'has immense attractions; hut men care . 
less about the 8Ig~ of a tliing -than 8!bout- its intrinsie 
value. To suppose that theology can be n,ew rs to im
aJgine that the Lord himself· is of yesterday: A doct~ine 
which is said to have lately 'become true must of neces
sity !be a lie. Falsehood has no !beard, ibut truth is hoary 
with an age immeasurable. 'The old 'gospel is the only 
gospel. Pity is our only feeling towards those young 
preachers who cry; "'See my new theology,". ·in just the 
same s:{lirit as little Mary says, ",See my ,pretty new 
f·rook.", ' 

-le;:. H. iSPURGEON 

\ ',/ 

It ·goes without §aYing that 'The 'Doctri~e,8 of Grace by 
one of ,great leaders of the TweIJ.tieth :Century Reformat-

,tion wiH bring honor to the God of, all grace, and will, 
deepen the Christian's experience, as '\VeIl as point sin
ners to the Lamb of 'God, who is the g'reat revelation of 
the 'grace of God. . ' 

The book is well ,bound in maroon cloth with ·gold im
printing. Price, $2.50. 'It ma'y he o'btained !by writin'g to 
THE) ,GoSPEL WITlIlESS, 180 Gerrard St. East, 'Torontol 2, 
Canada. 

-Christian'Beacon, December 15,1-955. 
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NEEDED: 'A VISION 

The Chal~enge of Growi,ng Cities' 
THE ,rate at VIlhich the cities of our iand are growing 

is 'so rapid that one wonders how sprawling new 
developments could be erected so quickly. That which 
was a barren tract of land one year ago is seen today as 
a mass of new dwellings 'complete with 'Streets, sewers, 
lawns and schools. In tliis way whole' new communities 
spring into life before our startled eyes. 

'This rapid g'rowth ie a challenge to gos,pel-preaching 
churches. Are su!!h communities to have no testimony 
to the Lord Jesus, Christ? Are we to sit idly 'by' and 
allow the modernists to overrun the land 1: Or are we 
to wait until the price of land is so !prohibitive that a 
pioneer cause 'has an uphill Ibattle to -raise even the price 
of a lot? 

Surely we need' as never ,before the same spil"it of the 
pioneers of the cross possessed' in the apostolic days. 
Every new cmnmunity must !be viewed as a ,place to 
con,quer for the Lord;, Instead of mourning about the 
prevalence of inoderI),ism and the vast financial ,resources 
that lay at the disposal of teaehers of error; 'let us see 
these new areas as cliallenges which the Lord presents 
to us. 

We wish we,could ta'ke each of our readers on a tour of 
. some of these new developments. You would view rows 

upon rows of houses; in the miast of these hU,Jldred's of 
homes appears a lar.ge school with a spa~ious playJground. 
The presence of baby carriages along the streets ~nd;i
cates 'that the 'popu1ation of these new communities is 
largely 'made up' of young married couples and children. 

Of more importance than the physical fac'iHties is the 
consideration that such a'reas house hundreds and thou
sands of persOns who a·re on the 'way to eternity. The' 
vast majority are not Chri'stians and large nurnibers 
would openly declare that they have no church affiliation. 
Those that do claim s'orne chureh usually have only a 
nominal affiliation with the reHgious body. Are we not 
under a solemn obligation t9 take the gos~el to tp.ese 
souls? It is not enou'gh'to say that they can 'attend 
evangelical churches outside tlb:e immediate community 
if they so desire. "The Bible nowhere declares that the 
unsaveCl should' or will come to church; the churches are 
eXiplicitly commanded to go to the unsaved with the 

, glorious 'gospel. ' 
'Let us im8.'gine that we have seen this c'PIallenge and 

that we have determined upon 'a certain area as a field 
of operation. How shall, we begin"! First of ·all, let us 

, procure a meeting ,place.' Sinc~the area is :riew tJhere i's 
no cmnmimity ·building, no Oran'ge, Hall, no Masonic 
Lod'ge and no lilbrary auditorium. Therefore, in 'most 
cases, we must approach the school board for permission 
to use the school facilities. We are told' that the school 
is availa:l)le only on' Sunday morning for two and a half 
hours and so we mu'st rule out the thought of an evening 
service. 'If some other body has applied for.-the school, 
"this avenue is hnmediately closed. If, however, the school 
is available we ,may have the use of the aud'ltorium 'for 
Sunday morning service arid Bible School. The payment 
is fifteen doUars' per Sunday. . ... 

Our next step is to prepare some notices of the serv
ices and to diistl"ibute these. At the same time the work-

. -
ers may stop at 'each door to .inquire as to the cpurch 
affiliation of each household. Should the opportunity 
present itself there may be ocea'sion for a spiritual con-' 
versatic;m. The main pur.pose of this in,itial visit, hQw
ever, is _ to determine the reUgious complexion. of the 
area and to announce 'gospel services. - -

After this wor.k of announcing the services and having 
committed the work to the 'Lord, the eager young 'pastor 
awaits. with intense interest the ,first service. A~ the 
clock nears the appointed hour on 'Sunday, he wonders if 
there will be a 'great uowd or no one! He thin'ks of all 
who vaguely promised they would come and, others who 
e~pressed some interest. 

Perhaps he will find himself with a small band at 
'Sunday School' on that first day and with no one at 
church.' The whole effect may cause him to wonder ,if 
"he should ca,rry on 'since there is so little interest even 
on the part of 'Christians, Or, again, there may have 

, ,been an encouraging attendance that exceeds his fondest 
e~pectations so that ,he must 'guard against an air of 
self-sufficiency and a feeling of over-optimism. In either 
case, the haroest work lies. ahead, as contacts are fol-

, lowed, up and the plodding work of visitation is continued . 
lWith the first ~ervice behind him, the young zealot 

must keep up the interest of believers and must seek to 
enlist them ,into the work as Sunday School teachers and 
visitors. Hence a double ta:sk faces him. If he has ·a 
small ,g·roup of Christians 'gathered about him, he must, 
seek to teach 'them in tJhe way of the Lord so that they 
are of one mind. as to the work and nature of a New 
Testament church. This is no small taS'k .for so 'much of' 
modern evaJlgeliealism is given over to a new gospel of 
entertaining sinners that Christian's are sometimes re: 
Iuctant to examine the Word to find the church ideal as 
set ·forth in the ,pages of the New Testament. While 

.he is thus teaching'the Christians and outlining the 
policy and program. of the work, he must do the work of 

,reachtngout to toucH. the unsaved. Any c'hurch, old or 
new, that negiects this prime phase of gospel work ,is 
doomed to a short life. . . . 

,As the 'Lord iblesses, perhaps the pastor and! ·people feel 
the need of a 'buildling. F,irst of aH, a lot must be ab
taine4 and the local' -building ,regulations examined. Let 
us reeaU that in all prOba:bility the church ha's n'o finances 
at Us d'isp~s'al for the rent has been high and other items 
have eaten 'away all the· Sunday collections. 'Inquiries 
loon reveal that the price of land in these new areas is 
exhoribitallt. In one new community we inquired and 

·learned that the cost of 'a good 'lot of one hundred feet 
frontage was $30,000! Is it any wonder that so many 
evangelical churc'h~s'a're forced into acquiring a lot on a 

- baclc street where no one ever again hears of their 
existence ?, . . 

If the fortt,mate people are btessed in the' acquisition 
of ,property, the cost of a building ~hen faces them. Shall ~ 
we construct a basement chu,rch and add the superstruc
ture as finances allow? Shall we erect the Sunday ISchool 
'haH and then the auditorium after a period of ye~rs? 
Another suggestion is that a portable building~be erec;ted 
and used until suc~ time as the pioneer cause proS'Pers 

, 
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to the extent that a ,permam:nt building can 'be' ,built .. 
The portable ,building will then 'be dismantled 'for serv.-

- ice els.ewhere. Whatever is done, money is requf,1'ed. 
--Banks 'are reluctant to. lend money to a new church which 
is not yet known in' the community. The average mem
ber of the new work is 'not endowed .with· a 'surplus of 
this worl~'s 'g,?ods. These considerations all en'hance ,the 
.vaJue of t·he Dollar-A-Month Club which would '. raise 
money for, a church edifice 19an fund to assil')t small" 

( 8il'u~gling pioneer works. . 
. 'Perhaps our,readers have felt that this picture of the 

'struggles and trfals of a pioneer work is a romantic one. 
IUs - as one' looks back on it. There is little' romantic 
~bout the wor:k as you are in the mfdsf of 'its problems. 
On the one h'and there is ·the profound conviction of the 
need of _ such pi9neer gospel wor:k in the growing new 
centr~s 'and 'on the other the:re is 'the ·feeling that most 
Christiap.s are actually. indifferent to the ,pro'blem. Per
haps there is' an aud·iible expression of interest but -'on'e 
must· wonder if we have eno~gh concern to gaptm:e thE)se 
new 'strongholds for the 'Son of God. . 

·f 

"Where ·there is n~ "Vision the ·people p~rish!" We call 
upon our r'ead~rs' to captu·re a vision of the need of our 
own land and a.s thi's year comes to 'a dose let us pray 
and ,gjve ,sahificially that thfi! growing new centres of 
our hind m~y' be dotted with flourishing soul-saving 
stations 'where "the 'gospel ·il'! 'Preached in powe~, where 
saints ·a·re instructed for the work of _ministering and 
where souls are. led: to the Lord .Jesus Christ '. 

Lord, give us a visio'n ! 

--------------------------------I • 

MY COVENANT " DOLLAR-A-MONTH. CLUB 
Desiring to have a vital pa~t iii the work of the furtherance .. 

of the Gospel, I hereby pledge One Dollar 'per month .. to be 
applied to the Church Exten~ion Loan Fund of The Co~serva~ . 

. tive Regular Baptist. Association of Canada. This money will 
-be loaned out to deserving causes to assist in the erectiOill of 

_ suitable places of '!'orship. (Matt. 28:19, 20). '. 
. . 

N~me ...... : .................................................................................................... .. 

Address .............. : .... : ................................................................................. : .. . 

, 
The /Ur.ge.ncy of .th·e 

. !. - . . 
Present . I 

~Y W.Y. Fullerton ' .. , ' 

WE ARE great debtors to the Jews; ·but when our 
religion, li'ke Hebrew vertbs. exists only in' the 

past and future, it were weB h'ad we learned one lesson 
less .. For while it is hlessed·lY true that our faith rests 
upon the past -work.of·our Priest, and our hope looks to 

. the coming glory of' our King, yet the crowning joy of 
the gospel is its present 'bleSSIng, and the word "HATH" 
is on its forefiQnt. 

__ • We a·re .sadly a'pt to think of what has been, or· what 
s/iall be (espe~ially the latter), rather than' of what is . 

. T·he 'Samaritan \\,:oman in this very chapter, in response 
to 'our Lord's words, said, -"I know tpat Messhis cometh." 
Her salvation was yet fub,lre, th()ugh Christ was !by her 
side; and in this she .represents mimy others. Many, when 
urged to decide for Christ, wait 'still for a .more con-' 
venient sea'son; when present conformity to the example 
of Christ is shown as their prjvilege, they ,postpone such 
a transformation because they ".shall he like him" by-and
by. When a-lmost thrust· as labourers into -the Lord's 
vineyard, ·they hope' it ·may 'be so ere long. All these 
reply, "Yet 'four months, and then-and. then".: but the 
echo is lost in the distance. 

,remark how often, in regular. and su:stained Ohristian 
. work, no immediate result is anticipated: the church 

settles down to a dull uniformity; and while insisting 
strongly that the word of the Lord shan not return void, 
yet expects the rich harvest only in futu·re days. Under-

"such circumstances something ought. to ,be done to arou~e- . 
the ·people to the· fact that God' is a pres'ent help, and 
that he waits <to . ·bless. Here comes in . the. science· of 
special services.' The Evangelist's messag~ -to, ·such a 
!people is, ·"Say not, Yet 'four months." Behold, it is 
harvest time already. Let us· imi te . to 'ga'ther home the 
sheaves. . . ' -

It is our honest Gonviction that half. the procrastina
tion of unconv.,erted men' in accepting· the 'gospel is due. 
to the procrastination of Ohristians in expecting them to 
acc.ept it. The most of us are spiritual 'Slu.ggard's, who, 
when the call to w.ork arous'es us, say,' "'A 'little more' 
sleep, a little more. stum'ber, a . little more f.olding of the 
hands to rest.": What wonder, then, that the fields are 
.urireaped, tliough the sun. has risen ~j.gh in the heavens, 
and the gre1!t "NOW" of the' day of salva;tion is fast 
passing a,way? "Behold, 1- come quickly," sa·ith our a:bseQt . 

Our Lo~!I rebu'kes this· spirit, and urges us -to i'm-._ 
mediate service; when he warns us, "Say not ye, There 
a·re yet· four months, and ·then cometh harvest?" The . 
harvest j's~'already waiting; and if we 'can sing, "Jesus' 

Lord. . . - . 
The'main' reason why many are converted at the-special 

missions, i's simply that the people, of God a·re led to . 
believe 'in the possibility of their friend-s deciding at 
once; a,n~r the last day of ·-the mission is usually the most ,saves 'me now," we ou-ght also to add, "Jesus sends me 

now." , . 
-Do not some of us, in r~aching forward to some great 

. work in the future. often for·get the lesser laJbours close 
at hand ~ Do we not, .in waiting for a more congenial_ 
sphere to opeQ. often overlook- acts of service, which if 
not so easy would be muc.h mor!! f.ruitful'( Do· we not, in 

- anticipation of larger 'blessings, miss ·enjoyments just 
as rli!al, if not so eCstatic,. which come to our doors day 
by d!lY? ' -' . 

These thoughts'. lead us to our main poin.t, which is to 

fr~itful, because then the undecided do not say, "Yet four' 
months, or ·four days." There is only one day left, and, 
liS a consequence, that is the day of decision. • . 

An elder in one church we 'visited s'poke to a young 
·man who had for y'ears Ib~en in his Bible Class, and: 
urged· him to yield· to ,Christ. He did so. Xt the end, of 

. the'meetings, a nig·ht was set apart. f.or thanksgiving and 
'testimony, and that young man risin'g said, "Sir, I 
trusted- Jesus when' you sP9ke to me about it; .and oh, 
sir, if you had spo'ken to me sooner, I'might have found 
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Jesus 'l.>efore"! What a' relbuke! and how true! For if service ~,n possihly compensate for present lack; what 
w~ all, instead. p( waitih'g for speci,al times and season~, we do in'time to 'come w'ill onlY !be our duty; and a' great 
would speak the word now that we mean'to speak then, blank will 'De .left for to~day, cio out qitickly, and compel, 

, how many 'more weary ;hea-rts might come to the Rest- them to'come in, and say riot, "·Yet four months." , 
. giver! Instead of, that, we' too 'often -say, "Yet four , Captain Allen 'Gardiner, op. .the inhos'pitahle coast 'of 
months". " . , . South America, wliere· ihe~slowly ,perished with hunger, 

In nearly 'every town we have visited 'fie have had the in the hope of attracting the notice of some pass.ing ves
satisfaction Of 'seeing' whole Sunday-school classes led sel, w.rote .on the cl~ff.in large letters "ElE~AY NOT, 

'" to Christ, and ,have rejoiced with the teachers in their WE ARE STARVING". Years after, the w.ords were 
joy at having aU their' s'cholars on the 'Lord's side. And seen; but it was too late, the bleaclled bones. of the brave 
how does this come to 'pass? 'I speak as a man, and being hero of the cross strewed. the Ibea·ch. Help had 'b'een ' de
a man I can speak no otherwjse: it ,i's becay-se the teaaher layed, . and, He had perished. Th!! Hke cry 'of a dying 
e~pects them, to decide during ,the special meetings, and world' for, the Bread of Life, ringing in the ea,rs of the 
puts forth sp~cial efforts that- they may do' so. The same ,.people of God' who have enough ~nd to spare, will surely 
means at any other time would probahly bring 'similar not be much longer unheeded. A few have responded. al- , 
'results; !but at othe,r times the desPondent, 'heart too fre- ready, 'but what are the'!'\e among so many? Oh tha~' we 
quently 'says, "Yet ,four months." would each one arise and· do our utmost daily, expe,cting 

'There issO"mething, however, even. :better than ~pec'ial to see mi!ghty results now! Do not 'tihink God's' resource 
services, and. that' is, to ma'ke every act of service sp'e- has .been exhausted in past days, and "Say not, Yet four 
cial, ta'king,them one at a time, and each time doing our months." THE HOLY 'GHOST SA'ITH, ''T,O-DAY.'' 

, best, e~pecting a daily' hlessing on our wOl'k, as we need 
daily grace to carry it on. There is nothing sadd'er in "'NEVER T.Od SOON 
our life than the memory of ,missed opportunities, chances 
we allowed to escape: whHe we were busy here and there iW'py do young people so frequently put off thoughts, 
they were gone. Words we mi'glht hav~ spoken to some, of 'r'eligion till a future day?- Do they imagine that th~y 
heart lit a till!e when 'l;>y trial or other providence it was are too young: too young ,to be delivered from the guilt 
ready to receive them, Which .we did not s'peak, and now of sin, too youn'g to be made happy in the love of God? 
~hen -perhaps we are wiHinlg to open our lips, the heart . Do . they ,consider that the present ·time is too soon? Too 
is' closed to' our appealror perhaps the '!loul has passed _soon to be. doing. ri'ght, and serving one's Cieatorand . 
!beyond our reach. W'hat thou, doest for thy Master do' B~nefactor! Whence can' 'such an idea have arisen? 
quickly. Whats'oever thy hand findeth to do, do it with Would ,any young man exclaim, "It is too soon f()r-.me 
thy might. Son, go work to-day in my vineyard. "8ay' to ,be honest and- truthful; too soon to 'be loving to my 
not; Yet four months." parents, and kind to my friend,s"?, How then, can it be 

A lady, stirred' up to 'go out and invite her neighbou~s too 'soon to !be true to God, 'and grateful to our Maker? 
to ,come to· a specia'l meeting we 'arranged in- a certain Few' ever think it 190 soon to gain the favo~r o-f men; 
town, asked a. woman at the door of a pUlblic.:house to much less of men Who. 'can 'do them 'great service; how 
co-me. :She said, "I wish you would, 'go and 'see my lodger." is it that they talk of its 'being to'o soon to be in favour 
"W1here is she ?'" "At ,such a num'ber in such a street" with 'God? The hand of the enemy of young men's souls 
was the reply, and at once the willing feet of the work~r is in all' this:' . ' , 
were turned in tliat direction. It was a sad scene which If a fortune were to come in a youn,g man's way to
presented i'tself when she pushed- open the door, and m()rrow, we do not helieve that he would refuse it on the 
entered; for.she found ·it was ·useless to continue knock- plea that.it was too early for him to be rich. If he could 
ing when there 'was no one to answer. Upon the ,bare 'be promoted to an honourable situation in Her Majesty!'s 
-boa,ros -lay a woman,1gas'ping for 'breath; not a ,pillow service, we do not -believe that our young friend would, 
of any kind rror her head, and; not a rag to cover her. decline it -because it came to him too early in life. We 
Kneeling by her sid~ the Christian lady spoke to her of have heard co-mplaints o-f t.he slowness of ·promotion in 
Jesus and his love, and then hurried h'orne to get the poor the civil service, but< we never 'yet heard any man say 
creature some nouris'hment and cov~ring. But when she that he, had risen too rapidJy. Truly good things can 
7returned there was no need of either; . unattended and l,tardly be, obtained too soon; for tiheearlier they come. 
uncared for, that 'soul Ihad· pa'sselj i~to' another world, the -longer time remains' in which ·to enjoy them. In 
and there lay the poor shattered -body, on the bare floor spiritual things we may ,fitly U'se the world',s 'old prover-b, 
of an emp~y '~ouse. Had ·it not 'been for the unusual ,"A bird in the hand is worth two in the ·bush." True 
earnestness aroused ,by the 'mission meeting, even tlte godliness is best with the dew upon it. Those who begin 
few words of hope Whispered in that .dying ea,r would' with God :betimes shall see' cause for 'gratitude in this 

. have been unsaid, 'althou'gh death would ihave come just matter as long as they exist. ' 
as surely. Around U'S are hund.'l'ed·s of such cases, and We advise those who have long been hoping to decil;le 
four months hence,' nay, perhaps four'days hence, they at once for Christ and holiness. You 'have halted too long 
will ~e in eternity. As Debora'h said' to Barak, "Up, for between two opinions. D-ecide! DecJde! It is ill to stand 
this IS the da~.': Then "l:!ay n'ot, Yet .four months." !by ·the hour to-gether ·looking at a' feast: why not sit 

In four months you yourself may Ibe gone. The branch down alld enjoy W? Who wishes to' postpone happines's, 
not :beariu&, ·fruit may 'be taken away, aRd the fruit you and 'put off peace ?,Tihey do this who delay the see'king 
tho~'ght of ,bear'in&,' some day will ,ne.verl be put to your of pardon, and ta·rry long before accepting the blessings 
'account. You mean perhaps t~ ·give something to ihe of fr.ee grace. "It is better late-than never,'" says one:. 

, cau'se of IChri'st; give it now. rou mean to urge your say rather that "It is better in such matters never to be' 
dear ones to yiel4 to Christ; you intJand to write a letter late." 
to a 'f,rien'd a-bout this matter: do it now. . No future -IC. 'H. SPURGEON 
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A, ro·t)Jo~.oltar- ,wb)l'llj: 

JevJ:Tatittu -

WE ~ADE A l\fISTAKEI 
,The pope' claim~ infallibility Ibut this elusive poss,ession 

has not Ibeen vouchs'afed to ordinary mortals and espe
cially has 'it been deni'ed to 'harassed editors. !In last 
week's -issue of THE GOSPEL WITNESS we included an
other chapter in,A De.ootional Study in Revelation which 
we erroneously descri'bed as' chapter. 24 when in reality 
we .printed the first part of Chapter 25. 'In this issue 
we print the s'econd part of chapter 25 and the whole 
of chapter 24. 

Second Part of Chapter 25 
II. ,Descriptive Revelation (21:9-22:5) 

"And there came unto me' one 'of ,the ,seven angels 
which had the 'seven via:ls full of the seven last ,pla'gues." 

/ After fulfilling Ihi's ungrateful mission the angel has 
now a Ibles'sed, task. His appeal: "Come hither, I wiU show 

, _thee the hride, the La·mh's wife" could Iby itself 'be the 
object of a most profitalble meditation. John 'is carried 
away in the Spirit "to a ,great and hi'gh mountain." This 
is in eontrast with the preceding vi'sions where John ,had 
,been 'carried into the wilderness to witness' the fall of 
:8a;bY'lon the 'g,rea't. . But he will now behol,d a threefold 
yision presentin~ three. essen,tial as'pects of the final' 
Ibliss of the elect: A. In the New Jerusalem; B. In the 
midst of the new humanity; -C. In the new Para'C}ise. 
. A. The, bliss of the elect in the New J erllsalem 

, (21:9-21). 
rrhe holiness of the city f.irst calls John's attention, 'Its 

name "holy", its "descending out of heaven from God", 
its' "crystalline" appearance contrast it wi,th the -first 
Jerusalem. ',Mthoulgh the city of David liad' .been ·the, 
favourite object 'of the divine love, it had been bu·ilt on 
the founda:ti()ns ·of previous cities which !had been cursed. 
of God. And it had come to 'be known as the JerUsalem 
which kiHs the prophets and stones them that are sent 
unto her. But the holiness of the, new city is also 

... brQught out ,by the sym!hQlic picture of the "wall 'great 
and hi'gh'.' which protects and' separates 'the beloved 
people from all possible contact with evil. The gates, 
facing the different tribes of 'IsraElI whose names they 
bear, seem, together with the 'angels Who 'keep them, 
to indicate that the way of entrance into the city ha.s 
'been opened' by g·race and controlled. by the divine justice, 
The "twelve -fo\nd'ations" upon. which are written "the 
names of the twel'Ve apostles of the Lamb" confirm the 
holy origin ,~nd the hig.» destiny of the new Jerusalem. 

The wisdom which is manifested in the city appears' 
both in the dimensions and its prop'Ortions. "A reed 
like unto 'a rod" had 'been 'previously -given to J'ohn, that 
he 'might measure the refuge-place of the oppressed 

/' 
people of -God. But here, as befits the higher position 
of the city, the dwelling-place of the .. glorified people i's 
meastlred. by an "angel" by means of a "'golden reed". 
That dwelling-phlce is minutely described 'ltoth as a 
whole (the "city") and in the detail of its aoors and 
its walls. Nothing therefore ,has been Ileft to chance. 

. The e~pected 'city, "whose lbuilder ·'and founder is Godo" 
.(~Heb. 11:10), cannot Ibut be the' perfect ~pres'S'ion IJf 
the ICreator',s unrivalled han'dicraft. For its twel'Ve 
thousand furlon'gs in le~,gth and Ibreadth are a symbolical. 
figure -for its' 'g!:,ea:tness; -its s'quare Ibase' ,recalls one of 
the most perfect geometric8'l fi,g-ures. At first si'ght, it 
seems difficult to determine whether the equal hei'ght of 
the city-wall points to a cuibic'sh8ipe, similar to that 
of the Holy of holie's, or merely to an even elevation of 

. the different. parts of the w~lt The seCondo hy:pothesis 
seems however the right one since the measure of the 
wall is speci£ied as ibeing 144 cubits. The' .phrase "the 
measure of m~n, that is, of .the angel" would ind-ieate 
that to the vastnes's of the city must 'Correspond an ade
quate protection, reassuring both to angels and to men. 

The magnificence of the city both in its ,general ap
pearance and in its d~tail, also caUs' our, attention. . 
, In its general appeara:nce, the city "has the ,glory of 

'God". "The buHd,ing of the wa~l of it was of,Jasper; and 
the city was pure gold, Hke unto 'Clea,r gla8's.~ "Her light " 
was like unto a stone most precious, even like a j-aaper 
stone, clear as crystal." That 'pl'ecieus stone is generally 
considered as ibein1g the queen of jewels - the. diamond : 
without the li'ght, it would be as little n9ticed as coal is, 
to which it is related. Likewise, the "glory of, God," 
'communicates its beauty to that work of grace which 
the city is: for the Lord ",gives grace a:nd' ,glory" (Ps. 
84). / 

lIn its details, the 'splendour of the city first appears 
in "the foundations of its waU, garnished with all .. man
ner of precious stones". 'fihe enum~ration of those 
stones show that they are harmoniously grouped accord
ing to th~i,r colours. Although' they, do not exactly· co
incide witp. those of the hi'gh priest's .breast-plate which 
represented the twelve trtbes of Israel, they. correspond, 
'by their number and their heauty, to the symbolical 
representation of the 'gospel of God, ever present before 
Him. But where8is the precious stones owe' thei,r full 
brilliance to'the patient work of the lapidary, something 
spontaneous, the sovereign· act of 'grace, seems to 'be 
implied, in the 'gates made of one pearl each; for we 
know that the 'pearl finds its origin in a wound inflicted 
in the dark depths of the sea and that nothing could 
beauUfy it, as it immediately attains aibsolute perfection: 
"Having therefore boldness to enter into the h.oliest .by 
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, . 
the blood of J es-us, by a new and living way, whi~h he 
hath consecrated for us, throu·gh the veil, that ·is to say, 
his flesh" (Heb. 10 :,20). " • 

!Finally, the 'streets of the city are li'ke unto "pure 
gold, as it were transparent g.lass": thus is emph,asized 
here ·the a:bsolute purity of the gold, in contrast with our 
earthly streets which are a natural rec~ptacle 'for all 
impurity. Nothing "impure :or defiled" will ever pene
trate the holy city. 

'B. The Bliss of the Elect in the Midst of the New 
Mankind (21 :'22-27). 

Two main' features characterize the God of the re
newed' m!lnlkind: He is ~e aH-po:we.rful One" the "~rd 

·God AlmIghty"; and He is the trIumphant Sufferer, the 
Sacrificed Lamb. The blessed divine presence is uni~ 
versaUy felt, for J e'hovah does not dwell any more in a 
distant "temple". 'l'hrough the rent veil He has'become 
accessible to' aU. 'And the radiance of His glory: reflected 
in the Lamib, ·plays, in this spiritual 'kingdom, the roles 
of the sun. an'd of the moon. 'But "there will be "no 
night there", by coatrast with the case of those who will 
be tormented day and night while the divine peace and 
light wHl for ever give to the elect joy and safety. 

The service of the new mankind is manifested in its 
obedience: "'The nations shall walk in the Ji,ght of it." 
Also· in its consecration: "The ,kinlgs of the earth do 
bring their ·glory and honour into it ... And they shall 
'bring the glory andl honour of the nations into it." In 
other word:s, ali' that the redeemed will have obtained 
during their earthly sojourn - as regards virtues or 
works -, will constitute in 'heaven the perPetual offer
ing of their consecration. ~ 

The service of life is man's answer to the blessings ... of 
the holy Tdnity, represented 'here und'er the features of 
"the tree of, life", creation of the Father, "the -Lamb's 
book of' life", work of the ISon, and "the r·iver' of Ufe",
instrum~n~ of the. ·~pirit. Protected fr~ all "curse", 
the servants of God will, 'in His .presence and that of the 
Lamb, render a ",priestly service". That literaJ 'tran~la
tion lays .stress on the privilege of the elect, and 'at the 

. same time. on ~eir complete con~ecration. 'Their en
cour~gement will be to "see his face", and their holy 
pride wiU be to bear His name on their foreheads. Once 
agai~, we are told here that "there shall .be no night 
there". From then on, the eleCt will have no need of the 
stars of diV'ine providence to guide them on, or of the 
artificial light proceeding from man's industry. Posses~'::' 
ing all things, their only role will be to "rei'gn for ever""-· 
and' eyer". 

.on this ultimate prophecy of a paradise rega'ined does 
the curtain of .divine revelation fall to be raised no more 

. on -this side of heaveq.: for we cannot reaso.na.bly eX.pecrt 
to know more. ·Ou·r sole,ambition must ·be now to prepare 
ourselves for the thrones we shall occu·py. For the yoice 
of, the Son of Man isaIready hea,rd Which says: 

i'OOME YE, BLESSEI) OF MY Y.ATHE1R, I'NHERIT 
THE KINGDOM PREPARED 'FOR YOU FROM THE 

FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD!" 
('Matthew 25 :34) 

CHAPTER 24 
THE RESURRECTION ANIl THE LAST. 

:JUDG~ENT 
Revelation 20:'ll-15 The consecration. of the elect people wIll be one of its . 

main featul'es. F.or ever sheltered ~gainst aU contact 
with anything "that defiletli .' .. wOl'keth abomination or THE purpose of the book of Revelation is not to give 

. maketh a He", it will eternally' remain in the chosen an exhaustive and i!ystematic exposition of the doc-' 
company of those "which are written in the Lamib's boo'k trine of .final things. It is therefore necesSary that the 
of Ufe."·' ". - facts. which.are ·purposely omitted in its pages - because 

. . ' . revealed elsewhere - be understood :by the reader who 
C. The Bliss of the Elect ·in the New Paradi'se wants to reconstitute the true sequels of events. 'Such 

(22:1-5). . is for instance the case with certain important happen-
This third aspect of the eternal beaiitude of the.re- .. ings which must precede, attend, or follow the 'Lord',s . 

deemed ta'kes us bacik, by contrast, to the ·scene in. Eden return. Besides, let us note that this event of so great 
whiclJ. opens the history of mankind.. moment but of limited duration, is spoken of in the past 

The river of life naturally I'efers to the' Holy Spirit tense, as if all'eady fulfilled, in the passa:ge vye shall now 
(John 7:37-3.9). It is a river of pure' water, clear as consider. . 
crystal, and it proceeds .from the' very "throne of :God " .- "And I sa,w a great white throne, and him that ~at 

- and of the Lamb". Not only does ·it quench the thirst, 'on it." 
hut it can also help' maintain the' fecundity of the' tree Tn this throne-lVe ha·v~ a manifestation of s()verei'gnty, 
of life. 'All those figures symbolize the action" of the 'glory, majesty and holiness. The One sitting .on the 
divine Spirit. " throne is the triune God whose three perSOD'1! have an 

The tree of life !grows ~'in the midst of the street and ' equal share' in the acts of justice which'" are about to be 
on either side of the river": the word "tree" must there- perfol"med. 
fore' be here used 'generically for "trees". The tree "From- his face,. the earth and the heaven fled away; 
!bearing' '''twelve manner of fruit" and' yieiding "her and there was found no place for them." 
fruit every month" spea~s of. abundance and variety. The reference does not 'seem to 'be .here to the physical 
Its leaves themselves are used, not as food, 'but as a . commotions which must fi~aIly renew our world. We 

. means to "heal" the nations. Those "naticms" can only ra,ther believe that all the ,. things and alI the circum-
symbolize the elect !le'ople in tlieir diversity, the com- staqces among. which man had ·thus far moved vanish 
pan-yO of those who shall come from every nation, to con- away here. And 'so man is 'left alone in the solemn 
~titute the 'body of 'Christ - since alJ' those who do riot presence of God. 'He stands 'before Hi,s Jud'ge no more 
mhabit the holy city are already and for ever imprisoned in his ear-thly environment, but in his works. . 
in another place. IIf such is the case, then the healing "And I saw the dead, small and' great, stand before 
actioq of the ieaves can only point to the wbsolute and God." 
assured disappearing of the earthly ills which had af- ··!We can here .geiteralize. Both the redeemed. and the 
fected the elect. " rebels stand before these solemn 'assizes: the former, 
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to .;hear the inemora!ble 'proclamation of their acquittal; 
the latter, to hear ,their. condemnatiori-. . Both appear 
before the divine court that their contrasted destinies 
might .-fully bring\ out .the miracles' of 'grace and the 

.requirements of the .Jaw. And, thus the perfect justice 
of God is clearly manifested, as all men receive the just 
reward of their works. . . 

"And the books were opened: and another boak 'was 
apened, which i's' the hook of· H.f.e: and the dead were 
judged out of those thing's which were 'written in the 
hoo'ks. according to their works ... And whosoever. was 

• not found written in the Ibook' of' life ) was' 'cast into the 
lake of fire." '. -../ . 

A bo.o'k ... the boaks! Just as .o~..> Bible "Las the ~er
fect means chosen !by heaven to gIve us a clear and :fmal 
,revelation of God, in the same way booles, accoroing to 

.' an (;)xpressive 'symbolism,' will hi their. turn .reveal· man. 

As we conclude' our chapter, let us observe that the 
second death finds. Its cO!lnterpart in a description which 

. is yet more stirring than that cif the book of Revelation. 
For the tragedy of Calva·ry reveals to us with even 
·greater 'force our imminent peril and the perfect safety 
-which is abtained by grace and through .faith: "For 'God 
so loved the )'Vodd, that he gave his only begottenJSon, 
that whosoever' believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting Hfe." '(J ohn 3: 16) 

SUNIJ?AY IN JARVIS STREET 
The preacher of last 'Sunday morning was Rev. J: 

Sidlow Baxter who, untiI 'recently, was pastor of Char
lotte Chapel, Edinburgh. A large congregation as
se~bled to hear tllis man of God expound the Word. At 
tlie ·conclusion. of ·the··warm- 'eX;pooition, 'six persons re-
sponded to the inyitation. . . 

Tn the evening the Pastor spoke on . the subject, "Does 
It Matter Whether Jesus Was. Born Of A Virgin?" Again 
the presence of the Lord was felt in the service'. 

AS I SEE IT! 

On the other hand, a book -of li.fe o;wHI determine the 
eternal d'estiny of those who,' through faith, will have 
worshipped ,God in .spirit and in truth and thus received 
the privilege of having their names written therein. De
prived of such aright,' the others wiH Ibe -left to the fate, 
they: will !h'ave deserved ,by their wicked works, In any 
proper book-keeping, the final account-lbook is confirmed 
by' auxilia~y hooks:. and sO', ",boO'ks" will, Iby the accounts 
they wiU 'give of men'sw-orks, concl1).sively confirm the 
statements of the book of life. By The Devil 

. "And the sea gave up the ;dead which were in it; and DEA~ CHURCH MEMBER:. 
death and hell delivered up the dead \yhich were in them: 'There is a little ma'tter'I wish to write about; I want 
and they were judged every IPan according to their to solicit your aid in my cause. ,Now, I am not in 'this 
works. And ,death 'and hell were cast into the lake' of letter trying in any way to influence you to quit attend
fire. This is the second dea·th." - ing the.·morning services in your church. But you can 

IWe have here a 'rapid, description of the magnitude of help me beyond measure, if you will skip the evening 
the resurrection and of the tragic character of the final service's.' Many church members' across the nation have. 
divine ·sa!!ctions. Death, first penalty for 'sin, al!.d hell, 'al,read,y taken my .suggestion along this line, and I am 
its second- penalty, are now .outstepped in· horror !by the p:t;'oud to' report that hundreds of churches are -dark each 
lake of fire. But, in some .way, those instruments of ISunday night, as a result of their co-operation in :uii's 
p'~rdition will accompany,their victims to' the place of matter. 
torment, pro'bably to give 'them an 'everlasting .remem- . It u'sed to 'be that Ohristians alI seemed ,to feel -that 
brance of the di'f.ferent sta'ges of their awful d.ownfitll. they ough't to b.ein the Sunday evening services, but 

"And whosoever was not found written in the ibook of g.radually I have heen able to ·get ·them around to my 
'life wa's cast into the lake of fire." • way of thinking.. Once a day ought to be enough for 

At !frst glance, we have here a cause seemingly minor, an~Ol~e. I c.an r~call the days 'wh~n the-greate'st eyan
fc,llowed by an effect of far-reaching consequence. And gehS~IC servIces m the 'ch~rc\l~s we~e held onJ~u.nday 
yet, that 'cause is a major one: "The Comforter", said evemngs; peaple. would hrmg· m theIr unsaved fnends 
Jesus, "will reprove the ,wol'ld of sin .. : bec~use they . and many .wer.e bro~'gh't to Chr.!st. Nat~rally, I never did 
believe not on me," (John 16 :'8-9). / 'f approve of such thInlgs, for I wasJobbed af many of my 

TIle whole resPo~~ibility and the :whole destiny of man foHow~rs through ·su~h activ~ties: . I need' not tell you 
are t'herefore inevitaJbly. linked to this one fact: his ~hat I :haye ch.anged most of thIS now., 
attitude toward the. manifestations of"grace'accessible to So, if you really want to 'helop m:e fight. Jesus, see that' 
him. Let man answer the divine call, and .the· 'book of your pew is vacan't each ISu'nday night. 'I will be sure 
life. will make hi.m eternally secure. Let him.reject, even' to llave one of my imps in your place there, to help dis
th·rough his silence, the appeals of grace, a:nd .the lake coura'~e the, .pastor, and throw.. coldness on· the meeting. 
of fire awaits him. Perhaps, ,gradually, we can win the "FAI'THFUI,. FEW'" 

·Th.e ever ·present realization of death and hell,' the over on our side. I su.rely·would:'like to have,your church 
company of the devil, . the 'beast, the falsEi -prophet and ~ar~ Sunday nights. pI appreci.ate)-our ]lel~. 
the rebels, the unendinR torment of the -lake of fire, .- Hopefully, -your' adversary, 
what a threatening vision, weI=l-meant to - provoke a . . ... 'SATAN 
salutary fea·r among those whose names do-not ,yet appear' -R~rinted from The Baptist Beacon 
in the book of life, and to arouse the humble than'ks-
giving, the watchfuln~ss and the zeal of all those .who • ' 
po.ssess the privilege of salvation! . Temptations 'When we ,me(;)t them at first, are as the 

Thus,five verses only will have sufficed to ·initiate. the lion that roared, upon "Samson'; but if we overcome them, 
reader to the final judgment of mankind and to its a'll- . the next time we see them, we shall find a nest of honey 
important consequences. ' ". . . within ~tliem. .. 0 -'-. • ... ·0 -...jOHN·-BUNYAN . 

. ', 
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A Romanist Joins -the Act' 
( 

I F WE were to believe much of the material that is'sues spread de-Christianization .of the masses, 8IIld the menace· of 
universal atheism which might destroy spiritual lift' com

from the religi'Qus presses of the day, we would con- pletely, the author, suggests Ii gra.nd international Christian 
clude the great task of the churches is to 'promote organic' mission, iIIl order to bring the strength 8IIld comfort of faith 
unity of all the varyJ,ng sects' of 'Christendom. These to many millions of people who are practically or even in 
rabid ecuineni"caHsts seem to believe' that the sin that principle living in the darkness of unbelief. 

I . h' . th t f There would be no question of proselytizilllg those who ai-
transcends a I 'others in Its ' emous nature IS a 0 ready have a religious faith, even if it is not a Christian olle. 
"division". Pious Phrases, scriptural quotations and The .real point is to get iIIl touch with peOple who used to be 
specious logic are employed' in orner to foist the ecu- Christians and no longer are so, people who have never 
menical-line upon the churches and Christians. a!!cepted' any religious 'credo', or people, who are hostile to 

religion altogether." . 
'This :Whole "program is so far removed from the wOl'k All the Christian denominations have made remarkable 

of the -gospel that we marvel that IChri'stians should be . efforts in the past to eV8lllgelize the world, "but owing to th,e 
deceived into' ever lending ear to it for 'one moment. unfortunate divisions among Christians, these efforts have 

always remained isolated 8IIld formless, while there is an 
The fact that men are so easily led to listen to ,such :pon- organized atheistic movement which extends all over the 
sense is surely proof that there is a 'great need fO,r solid, world.". -
scri'ptural teaching: As the Lord Jesus IChrist'i'S exalted This reveals the lIleed for Christian unity and for "inter-

, and ·the Word· of Cod e~poun:ded in all its fulnesll, spiri t- national eval!gelism" iIIlcluding the colla~oration of "selected 
. f" evangelists trained by zealous Christians drawn·from all the 

ual 'ba,bies. will put away the toys 0 ecumeniclty. . Christian denominations." Each of these eV!1ngelists would 
It ,is no mere coincidence that the further men wander preach iIIl accordance with his own Christijln faith and would 

f h f I be responsi6le for his own dogma, so to speak. ~ut the or
rom the 'pure teac ings 0 the gospe, ,the more readily ganization. and methods would be in the hands of the "World 

they emhrace this mania for union and the 'more they Movement of Christian Evangelism". 
decry tne terri'ble sin of 'sectarianisfu.· The further they Since the administration of this movement ~ould be ex-

, wander in the fields of infidelity, the more they harp on clusively "tactical" and not dogmatic, the author ,hopes that 
: the theme of "u.n, i.ty..... . "men of good will from' the other Christian religions would 

feel able to accept 'unreservedly the supreme leadership of 
" lIt has been pointed out on,' innumera.ble occasions that the Pope, while remai~ng loyal to their own convictions.". 
·the modern love for unitf and oneness -should cause these' The autl\or suppor.ts this suggestion by saying that "of all 
Prophets to retu'rn to the ·chur"h 'of Rome.~ There unl'ty theChpstian denominations, Catholicism is the only one 

'" - which possesses a world-wide orglllnization which is hier
has !been realizeq. at the price of truth. . As 'tltat forced· , archical and centralized, such as is essential for this inter
unity was ibeing :built up Hthe \iliurch" passed through national cainpaig.n of Christian evangelism." 
its most d'ecadent period and became a ibywo-rd for' cor- The primary urgent objectives to be achieved include (in 

. the author's view): the religious education of young people; 
ruption. , . . and Christian ,social justice' ,through' raising 'the living 

Up ~ntil the preseiIt the Pope nasspurned the over- standards of the worker~ 8IIld-of the poor. 
tures of the Protestant advocates of the "ohe church" and <Note how 'gently the 'Roman Catholic writer sugge'sts 
ha,s merely .sent u~off.jcial ,observers to the ecumenical that a'll 'mEm of good, will should recognize the -,Roman 
gat'herings. He has, howev'er; made it .abundantly clear. pontiff a:s :the leader of this g·reat campaign of "evan
that' the way to-pn'ity is a one'way street - back to . 'gelism":Weare told fil'st of all that each .per.son wiH be 
Rom~! There can be no talk of the' IChurch's' sin for the 'fre~' to "preach in accordance with .P-is Christian faith." 
true Cliurch (i.e'. the Roman) -ba's never sinned, . Those A:fter making such a magnanimous proposal that "men 
who have left Ro:me ar'e tl;1e schismatics while Rome is of ,good will would feel able to 'accept unreservedly the 
the idul'gent moUier.-\vho eagerly 'an:d devoutly awaits the' supl'eme leadership ,of the' Pope, whiie ,remain!ng loya:l to 
return of her waywal"dl.son~. . , ., ~ theiI' own. convic'tidns" ! '_, f ,-

Periodica:lly, ihowever, other- Roma~. 'Ca'thOlie ·sources How generou's! .shaH we rise to applaud? Just what-
reveal a more sympathetic' attitude toward' these Protes~ sort of monster 'is .here envi-sa.'ged that it should give 

. ·tant ecumenical "searchers-after-triith": A.lthou,gh; these men the 'permission to preAlcli as they desire: 'Is this 
, , lenient ex·pr.~s'sions are not officiallycon-aoned Iby the not the right 'of men without the .kind pennission of this / 

papacy we liave often wondered i,f they are EmcOl,lraged newr.eligious' creation ?I . 
by the Vatican in order. to ,feel out the ecumenical lead- We a,re ·.c~rtalrr 'that. it would. 'be. pos'si!bl~ fo~ many .' 
erl! and to keep' the 'do!>r open. for fui11;her· discus·sion. , ecumenical'leaders "to accept unreservedly the supreII.Ie 

.one·sucli 'Roman CathoJ.jc eicpression 'is rePQrled'jn the Jea:dership of the ~ope, wh'ile remaininlg loyal to their 
latest 'bulletin of the Ecumenical Press 8,eivice (an organ own convictions." Those who 'are devoid· of real con· 
of the World CouncH of ,Churches). Below we reprint victions have no difficulty in !being lC?yal to this lack . 
.this despatch -in whole: ,~, . . . This Romanist article could have !been written ;by a 

SPAIN'S CRIStS'lN .REL,IGION·AND A' Protestant ecumenical leader for it betrays· the same 
.PROPOSED SOLUTION. ,. low 'regard for the work of the' 'gospel, the 'same mon-

SPAIN:"":":'We give below a summa!'), of an article which otonou'S cry agllin'st "division" and. the same emphasis 
, appeared on October 28 'on the first page of ,"ABC", the' upon extern-a'l'organization. Let this :be 'said, however, 
',;, . ,,=i~~ly-c~~ul!tttl~ Spanish paper. .The article is entitled "The - if the Pl'otestant ecumenical leaders ·are consistent. 
, Presen.t Crisis in Religion". '. . with their own e~pressed desires and their recorded con-

. The; article' is ,,!ritten by Alfre40 Kiridelan" one of the ceptions .of the task of the. churches, they shou_ld not oldest al!,d lQ.ost famous generals in the Spanish :Army, who 
. 'is an ardent Catholic. "' _ ..., ''hesitate to accept this suggestion and tramp back to 

After expressing his grave concern in view of the wide- mother Rome. ., 

'. 
" 
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AN OBJECTOR ANSWERED 
"I don't Hike so ·much talk about religion," said a- rude 

stranger ~n a city boarding-house to a lady opposite, who 
had been answering some questions with regard to a 

. seJ:Imon to wihich she"had been listeping. "I'don't like it. 
-It's something that nobody liikes. It's opposed to every
t'J:1ing. pleasant in the world. It ties a man up ,hand and 
foot. It. ta'kes away his' Iibertty; and iU8n't natural-" 
, "Oh, no," answered the lady, "it isn't natural We 

have the ibeat authority for sayin'g so. 'The natural man 
receiveth not the things of the 'Spirit of God, neither can 
he know them, for they are spiritually di8cerned.' True 
reli·g-ion is rowing up stream; it is sailing against wind 
and tide.'" . 

- 'fA pause ·for a few moments foUowed.; th~n the stranger 
began a·gain -

"People who spealk and think somueh a.'bout religion 
al'e qpeer, anyhow. I wish they could only know how 
,people speak a,bout them; nobody li'kes them, for they 
are ~ike nobody; they are so very pecuHar." . 

"Allow me to -interru·pt you again, sir," said the lady; 
",but I am so imp'ressed with the rpanner in ~hich your 
langua,ge accords with Bible language 'that 1 shaH have to 
introduce another quotation from' the blessed book .. 'Ye 
He a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a peculiar 
people.' " . 

-"Does tlie Bible say they are pec~Iiar, then? That's 
odd. That book, '8Omehow has Igot a dose ·for everybody. 

UNOFFENSlVE 'PREACHERS! 
~ local newspaper ·is conducting a -paM to ascertain the 

Canadian "man at the year". Readers are a'Siked to- su'b
mit their 'nominations together with reasons why their 
candidate ,qualifies for this ·honour. One person wrote 
to the paper and sug:gested! that a certain clergyman 
deserved the titre for" ... listening· to !him for 28 years 
r have never heard him 'say one word -which would 
offend." We do not know anything about the ,gentIemlm 
who wa~ thus described and 'SO perha,ps' his admil'er's 
'Observations are not tru~ of him. We devoutly hope that 
it is not true that for 28 years his utterances have been 
so devoid! ~f content that no one could be offended. 

As we read of this unoffensive. preacher, we were 
amused and d'isturbed. Amusemerit wa's aroused at the 
naivete of the good man wb-o made the' nomination on 
such a !basis: On the other 'hand, we were. distu·rbed '. at· 
the thought that the concept of the ministry has so fallen 

. that the one great qualification for a prophet is tha,t he 
.offend3 no one! _ T'he d,ay that 'any preacher· reaches the 
point where the avoidance ·of offence is his sole aim, Ms 
usefulness has ceased. . The preaching and application 
of the Igospel will always cause o:lifence and in a measure 

. that offence will be attributed to the faithful messenger. . ' . \ . 

For Younger Readers 

PERSEYERANCE REWARDED' 
Yet, ma'am, yol,l must allow that the commands that book The wise men werE;!. persistent seekel'6 and their 'Perse-
lays upon us poor' sinners are hard. It's thou shalt not, verance was rewarded. 
a!ld thou ~alt not, all the -time. Wl'!-y, its precepts and - .. 'Some ~ears ago, in a manufacturing town, a young lad,y 
views of thmgs ar~ not only systematIc tyranny, but they applied to the superintendent of a Sunday ,School for a 
are narl'OW, very narr~.". clas!'. He told her he had no vacant' classes; but that if" 

"Yes," replied the lady, "they are narrow, for the she liked to 'go out and 'hunt up a class of ' boys for her
Bible says they are. 'Strait is the 'gate, and narrow is self, he should' be glad to have her help. She did: so, and 
the way that leads to life.' We :have to stru'glgle hard gathered a class of poor ragged 'boys. Amongst these, . 
to ikeep in this narrow way, if we on'Ce Iget in it. It is . the worst and most unpromising boy was one named Bob. 
too narrow for pride, worldHness, and sloth.'. It is too The superintendent· told- these !boys to come to his house 
narrow for the s~rvice of two ma'sters. It is too narrow during the week, and! he would 'get them- each a new suit. 
for covetousness, envy" and all other evil passions. of clothes.·They came and got' their clothes. After two 
Hatred can f.inld no place for so much as the sole of its or three Sundays "Bob was missinfg. The teacher went ", 
focit in the nalTOW way. Good· deeds, 'kind words,faith, after him. S'he found that his new clothes ·were torn and 
hope, and (fuarity, occupy aU the 'ground, and will con- dirty. 'She 'invited 'hini back to school. He came. The 
tinue to hold it to the end." superintendent 'gave li-i-m a second new -suit. After at-

The stranger Iis,tened s~'l'Pris'oo and ann.oYed, and at' • tending once or twice, Bob's p!'ace was empty a'gain, 
last arose and. left the room, a,pparently a more thoughlf;- Once more th.e t:eaeber sought 'itum out. IShe found that 
ful if not a !better ·man.-American Mes8enger. the second, SUit of clothes had gone the same way as the 

, --..,;.The Sword and the Trowel 1884. ~irst. She r~ported t~~ case to the superintendent, Ii~Y-
. , . mg she was utterly d,lscouraged about Bob, and: must 

...... 'give him up. ~ 
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"'Plea'se don't 'do that," said the superintendent; "I
can't ibut hope that "there is something ,good in Bob. T,ry 
him on~e more. .1'-11 give him a third suit of clothes if 
he'U promise to a:ttend regularly." ,Bob did ;promise! He 
received his th:i~d suit of eJothes. 'He did attend regu
larly after that. He ·got 1nterested in; the schooL He 
became an earnest and -persevering see'ker after. Jesus. 
He found him. He joined the church. 'He was made a 
teacher. He studied for the ministry; and. the end of the 
story is, that the 'discouraging boy, t1).at dirty, 'ra'gged; 
runaway Bob, became the Rev. Dr. Robert· Morrison ..:..... 
the' gTeat missionary_to China - who translated the 

. Bible into' tP.e Ohinese langua'ge, and so "opened the 
kingdom of heaven" to the teeming millions of 'that rast • 
country. -The Lig1!,t of the World.' 

---
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ANARCHISTS IN THEOLQGY Then the m.issionary was discouraged. He had found 

The story is told of a .popular orator who, on one occa- one inaccesstble ,lioy; so he rose from Ms place on the log 
'sion, waxed so warm and eloquent over ·til).e iniquities of to go his way, leaving. the boy sitting there. ""Say!" 
the Government, that losin·g his head, he declared at last ca:lled out the !boy, as the missionary moved ofi, "Are 
he would a:bolish everything! T,his' seems to ,be the veitJ. you 'goin' to b'e there?" "Yes, I ~pect to :be there to-

"of our modern-divines.' Very -few "of them are overdone night," answered the ·missionary. "Then, I'll come," re
with theology, and therefore tl1ey a1buse it. The 'grapes Siponde'd the boy; and the boy was/ there when the School 
are 'sour to tihese foxes. But what little they have pidKed was started. I 

up at second-hand ,is mostly used ,by them as something .Ah! there was the' power of unconscious personal in
to find fault with. They don't believe in this vul,gar fluence. The. truth that a Sunday-school was to 'be 
view, nor in that antiquated opinion; and in general they started was ,in itself of no weight witih that "boy. All 
don't agree with anything wha:tever that has either sense the 'effGrts of that missionary to influence the boy, -by 
or Scripture ~n it: They remind us Gf the candidate who 'kind words, Iby earnest invitings, :by the exhihit ;of cards 
was aSiked :by a ;SCDtsman, "'How about the Decalogue, and papers, and by the charms of music, were ineffective. 
Jock?" and instantly replied th'at he should certainly The boy 'knew little a:bout those ptings, and he cared. 
vGte for its total abolition. Theil' cry is, "'Down with all less. But he had a human heart, and that heart was 
that's up!" They are just Anardhis1Js and Nihilists who touched ~nd swayed !by the personal interest in himself 
have ,got 'into a church, and who th'ink they will play the on the part of the man whose arm ha'd :been put arGund 
same pranks there as ·in a Red Republican Club. There's hini tenderly, and who ha~ been at the pains to sing to 
no stopping these_foaming spouters - they must run him .. He wanted to !be near tiIlat man. If that ·man was 
themselves d'ry; the mercy is that very soon nolbody will to be in the school.fuGuse, the boy wanted' to be there a:lso. 
take th~ 's}ilgh'test -notice of them. Meanwhile,' hGwever, If lt had ,been a 'grog-shop to which that. man were 
some Gf these destroyers, whO' !have climhed into pulpits, .going, the boy would have been ready to follow him 
are scattering the little flGCks wh,ich have accepted. them ther~. And so personal'.influence is influencing boys and 
as shepherds; and this ma'kes the matter serious for the . girls,' and men and women, for the l"igiht, Gr against it, 
time. Perhaps when they h'ave . quite finislhed their to the ~Sunday-schGol Gr to the drinking-saloon. 
career Gf ,Gvertu'rning, the poor people may return with I 

renewed zest 'to that old-fashioned 'gospel which .theiI:· 
clever young parsons could not endu-re. -' . - _. 

-C. H. 'SPURGEON 
-.. 

-~rom "Teaching and Teacher8," 
by H. Clay TrumbuU, D.D. 

'-The Sword and the Tr.owel, 1886. 

. PERSONAL INFLUENCE Bible. School Lesson 'Ontline 
Illlu'8tratiGn~ of the ·influence of one's personality are 

to Ibe noted on every side. A pioneer 'Sunday-school mis- "Volume 20 First Quarter - Les .. on 1 J8IIluary I, 1956' 
sionary was canvassing a thinly-settled neighbourhood ,in ----------------------
the Wes:t, fGr the tpul"lP,ose- Gf organizin.g a 'Sunday-sehool OLIVE L. CLARK, IPh.D. (Tor.) 
in the log school-house of tiIle settlement. Going through 
a .clearjng, . he met a little boy whom he' had not seen ,THE PREACHING' OF JOHN-THE BAPTIST 
'before, and; greeting him pleasantly, he asked him to take Lesson·Text.: Luke 3:1-18. 
a seat -by him, 'On" a fallen tree-trunk. As they sat ther~, Golden Text: "'l'he voice Of one crying iA tme wHdern~, 
the missionary gave the 'boy a little pictu,re-card, and PM:\'are "ye the way of Ibhe Lord, make his paths 
told him of Ihis plans for a Sunday-sehool, and of the . straJ'Pt. -Luke 3:4. 
meeting. called for that evendng, for the staI"lbing Gf the.' I. The Preacher an411i8 Message: verses 1-6. 
school. "·We a~e ·going to have a nice school;" he said; Luksee also

th 
his~atoritJth~ 3.:1-6~~.::.k 1 :1

d
-6· 

"and' he want 11 th 'b t b .' ·t v", 'II d 'e e an IS 'CAl"l" .• :W;to es'crlibe accurately tihe .." . a e oys 0 ___ e mI. ~ ou come an 'cireumsttan'ees attending the ma:nl!festa.tion of Ohrislt on the 
Jom us to-!ll'gh't - wGn't YGU ?'~ "No," was the abru,pt .earith, conneetinlg this !pivot8ll. Ifact with ithe civil and re-
and· emphatic reply. id-gious history C?f the 18llld~ 'The\R~ Emperor is nameu, 
" Th . •. also the subordiuaJte rulers over dil(tricts in Palestine, and 

. e mis8'ionary was not a man to !be easily 'disco'ur- the !lrigh prieSts. ,.'Dblllt IChrist [ived among men, that He 
aged'; so he took out a picture-paper from his pocket, and, ,died, rose again ana. ascended' in;to heaven 'cannot be denioo, 
putting l,Iis. arm tenderly around the little fellGw, he for ~ ~v:idenee is bey-omi contradiction.. . ' 
sh'owed !the paper, an'd explained its pictures; adding, 'Dbe word of the Lord: came to John in !the wilderness 
that pictures li'ke that woutd he given to the scholars of (Luke 1:80). He was not 'Ilhe first pl"Q'Pihet, or tihe iast one, 
th S d h I 

who ~earned to know God in 'the secret place (Ex9d. 3:1-10; 
. e· new un ay-sc GO, and that attractive books would ~sa •. 78:7.0, '11; Gal. 1:1'6-17). We must commune with God 

be .lent to them. "You'll come and get some of those m the lSan'C'twiry, if we 1W0u:ld serve Him in otihe world: we 
papers and books - won't .you?" he said confidently. shaM be'tested in' private before testifymg in public. 
But again an emphatic "NO''' was the boy's only answer,· John ·was chosen ·to !be 'tihe mes'senger 'a:r 'the Lord, the 
That did '~eem a little discouraginig !but the .missionarY voice of JehGvalh SIpe~. to His tpelop'le (lsa. 40:3-5· Mal. 
tr.ied once more. He thou-ght he would try the power of 3:~)~ Bo~ in mi:racul:ou,s ~e, he"Y"!JS filled' witlb ~ Holy SpInt, 'and he wenft aibout m lthe Slplint and power, of Elijah 
music Gn the boy. 'He sang several verse of "'1 have a (Luke 1:5-25, 57-80); His message .might Ibe summed up in 
,Father in the Promised Land;" and ,then he looked dGwn iflwo words: "Repent; believe." He urged men to turn from 

•. at the little fellGw. and said hea~ily, "T-here, we"l!e going their Sins (.I\faltt. 3:2) and ,to believe 0lIJ Christ (John 3:36). 
to have such singing as that in the ,Sunday-school! Won't' John !Was the King's forerunner&nd 'the KiIl'g's herald . 

. YGU come and hear it" and learn. to sing for yourselt?" In Roman mmes Wlhen fthe Emperor traveI!led, il"oad engineers , 
"No," was, fGr the third time, ,the .resolute ""'ply. were senft in advance to clear the way. ''Diey would cut ' ..... :tihroligth the mountains and !fHl ·in otihe valleys ·to ,make the 

I 
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'. road a:s 'level as ipossilble. ,:They would IS'trailgnten the curves' pf ,the Haly Sipii1'!i.,t and. fire .was :literally :Ilulfi'~led on, the 
and 'remove· a11 'obstacles to ,'the' 'Emiperor's progress. John Day Cif Pentecost (Alets 2: 3, 4,17). Since !that day every. 
W'alS commissione'!i to, iprepare ';the 'Way d.f the.:Lord, furth~ring .believer is balptized jJ)y the Holy Stpiorit 'into :Christ, ~~ into 
His itriumphant march, that His. ,glory and 'His salvation' the ,body ~f Ohr.islj; (1 Cor. 12:1-2, 13; Gal. 3:26-28). The water 
inIght ibe revel;l'led to a'll, 'men ('Isa. 49:6; 52:10; Luke 2:30, 'blllptism of Johru wa'S inrtrod'llctory :to the ISpirit Ibaptism unto 
31}.-· •. sancfiifi'cation.· .' 

It was 'the duty oCthe king's' hera'ld to 'go Ibefore the king, . . Fire ,speaks of judgment, as wen as <Jf purity (verse 17); 
blowing his·truffiipet -to l'!Jlnoun<;e' the kintg's apPl'oalch. So the same elemen:t bu,rns 'the dross and purifies the gold! '('Psa. 
did .John the Bwpitist 'PrOC'llai'm the presence of ·t!he· King 21:9,10; Mic. 4:12; :Mta'tt.13:20; :Mark 9:43-(9). . . 
of glory. The Lord wO,ul9' hav.e aU His ehHdTen prepare the 'Am·ong. thol;le who cwme _ to Jdlpt to ibe ibaptized was Jesus 
way for Him an4 teStify to tHis pres.en!!e with them. .~ the Christ. W1hat Igrace is eJDpressed in those words, "Jesus 

. . , . ailso bei~ !baptized" (verse 21)! He ihan' no s~n <Jf His 'OI\VD 
II. The Results' of His Preachititg: verses 7-18. ,to 'Confess, bu:t He 'bore the sin of 'others (John 1:29; Heb. 

See al's-o IM'atthew 3:7-12; Mark 1:7, 8.. 7:26, ~7),' <and He s'tood in the Jordan River reipresenlj;ing us 
. Fora ·time Jolhn the .~¢i'Stt was ''ConSidered a popu'lar (Isa. 53:12). . . ' .'.. . 

preacher; and 'multitudes ca.me to beb8!ptized <Jf him. Many. 0hrlst in His OWoIII p,,erson insti,tuted the orddnan'Ce of 
howevflr, were insincere. It is sfii'11 'true 'tha't the mu'ltitude Christian baptism. JO'hn's ba'Ptism, intended for those who 
throng Chris,t, Ibu:t few really -touch. Him Iby faIth (lMatit. 7:' repented, was preparatory to IChris'tian b8!ptislm, designed 
13,14; Luke 8:~5). "." for all who :ibelieve (Acts 16:30~34; 18:8; 19:4, 'll); As our 

The scathing langUage used 'by ,John algainst 1Jhe self- Lord commanded all .believers to be ibaptized ('Matt. 28:19; 
r1ghiteous ~harisees 'shows hOW God regard's 'those who' at- Mar'k 16:15, 16; Acts 10:(8), 'He first gave us the example, 
-tempt to 'Cov,er Uip theior .. sin's !With a cloak d.f religion ('Luke . showing 'His grace in 'giving 01lIO cOmlmand w,hich He was. not 
11,;39-(4). These men came seekiJ'l'g ibaptism" a sym'bol 'of wil'ling Himself:to dbey. ' _ 
death -t? ~~e old Hfe, ~nd ~esurrelction to .the. new Ufe, wit~- . Daily' Bible 'Readiln:gs. . 
out exhilbiting~ny deSIre to .turn.!f.rom itheir s~n .. 'rhey woUil~ Dec. 26-The Voi'ce in the W'i'l~erness .................... I'sa. 40:1-11 
depen'Cirfor 'th~lr 'Safe~y ~pon thIS ,~u:tward' rI~e, as they de- Dec. 27-The Messenger otf the Covenant .... Mlal. 3:1-3; 4:1-6 
pend~d also Uipon ~h~Ir hIr~h 'lIIS c~id,ren .<Jf Albraha:m. These Dec. 28-The Message of the Angel ........................ Luke 1:5-22 . 
~har.Isees were not, prodoucmg fr~lIts wo~'y of .:rep~tance, De'c 29-The Birth d.f Jo'hn the Biptist . Luke 1.59-66 
SInce ithey had not the root <Jf repenlj;anJce m the'lr hearts. D· 30-Th P ~l. d.f Zao'h . . • ............ Luk 1 :67-80 

To the 'People desiring to !k,IlI()IW what works they shou~d ec. e ro~&ecy a~as ................ : .. e .. 
do to \show thei;r re!pentance, he counseHed: deed'S of iove and Dec. 31-The'lV!.an Sent from God ............................ Jo:hn ~.6-18 
unselfi'Slhness; t-o the 'pulbHcans _ honesty; to the soldiers - Jan. 1-The W'itnes~ of John ................... : .. \ ............ John 1.19-34 
- merey, justi'Ce and con'ten1lI;nenrt., Suggested Hymns 

Als it'he ipeople,were "in . exPectation" or ''in suspense" 'as The whole 'World was qost: ' 
to whether John was ·the ,Messiah, they sent Levites and More albout Jesus. 
'Priests from Jerusalem ,to quesltion :him (John: .1:19,' 20). Tell the 'Whole wide world <Jf Jesus.' 
John: 'ca:l'led atten:tion, nQ't to .·:himself, but to 'Christ, .and ' We have heard a joyful sound. 
ul"ged even 'his own disci'P'les to -turn from !liim and to fol!low Ashamed of J esUIiI! . 
Christ (John 1:35-37; 3:30). The prQ'I!he'CY of :the "bap'tjiml' Ju~ -as I am. 

'11,:/~!:/a:.~~~~~~~~(~f~/~/!:/~~~·~~~·~~ 
14. ... ... '. ~ I C!li,ri~iUl!l1 ~r.~rtlttgs tntIJr 3Jf~mily'~. 
~ DURING the Chrisfmas ,season many ~f. our reade.rs will 'be 9atheri.n~ in family groups for festivity,: and II 
1'4 worship. The gr~.a1:-fact of which 'this tiJ:Y'le speaks is. th.~ birt~ of the Lord Jesus Christ ,,!hen. "the 

~ Word was mad~, fle~h and dwelt among us." . A 'se~ondary accompaniment of the season, however, is the 

W .consideration 'of a fam}ly day when, in the' quietness ·an~· peace o{our homes, we may turn _aside from a: M 
'~I~ bu.ylworld ."d e"joy a Hme 01 fellowship ."d "IaxoHo".· ~ 

All across the world .will be found ~,embers of our own GOSPEL WITNESS family and, although we shall ;tt 
be unable to me.et as one comp~ny du~ing the"h~liday season, our thoughts will ~e with' each ancf all. We ~ 

. ~ """ 'h.' yo", p,.yen_ t" '"'"_ ,,;11 .... "d :10, God 0" ou, ·beh.lf. . .. ~ 
I th~se who are associated with the paper have felt very keenly the loss of the guiding . hand of the M 
~ founder who regarded each reader as a' val~ed me~ber of the faMily. The Lord 'has been gracious, how- l' 
W' . ever, and has. supp~ied ~eed~d grace a~d strength 1~r this labour -in' the gospel and has added" new me~~ ft{ . 
~ , bers tq our expanding family of readers. It 

~ 'The' 'Bciar~ of Directors and '-the Editqrs ~f THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS'send to every re~der of this '.~ .. ' .... ·ft,· .gosp.~I"!'!1.e$~.eng~~-:-ourhlitarty .wishes for 'spiri,tua1..blessings and true jP.Y· May e!lch believ.edno~ this ,bless •.. ,.1 
1'4 . ~i~9 o.f t~e. Lord Yf~ich maketh rich and addeth no' sor ·~w thereto.. . . .' .~. 
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