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THE -birth of an heir to the tbrone is. usually accom
. 'panied 'by circumstances Ibefitting so great 'an ·event. 
No place is deemed worthy of it but a royal palace; and 
there, at the approach of the ei'p.ected hour, high nobles. 
and the great officel's of state assemlble, whiie the whole 
country, 'big 'wi-tli hope, waits to welcome 'a successor to 
.its long line of 'kings. Cannons ~announce the event; sea-' 
ward, landward, 'gIInS ·nash and roar ~from float.ing bat-· 
teries and roeky battlements; bonfires-·blaz.e on hill-tops;' 
steeples ring- out the news in merry peals; the nation 
holds :holiday,' giving itself up to banqueting and enjoy
ll}ents, while public prayers and thanks'givings rise to 
Him by, whom ,kings ,reign -and princes ,decree justice. 
With' such' pomp. and. parade' do the heiros of earthly 
thrones enter on the 'stage of life! So came not H-e who 
is the King of kings and Lord of lords. On the eve of 

_ His 'birth the world went on its U'sua:l round. None were 
"/ moved for, His co~ing; nor was there any preparation 
, for the event - a~chamber, or anythirJ'g else. No fruit 

of unhallowed love, no houseless ibeg"gar"s child enters 
nfe more dbs'curely than the !S9n of God. 'I'he' very 
to'keD's' by whiCll the shepherd's"were 'taug:ht to recognize 
Him were' not the majesty !but the extreme meanness of 
his ,conMtion: "This shaH !be a s·ign unto you; Yeshall 
f.ind the 'balbe wra'pped in"swaddling clothes, lying in a 

- manger." In fact, the .Lord of heaven ,was -to be recog
. nized by his 'hu-m'illatiop:, as jts heirs are Iby their humil
ity.· Yet', 'as we 'have seen a 'black and lowering cloud 
have its edges touched with livin;g gold by the sun 'behind 
it, 'so aN the dar.kest scenes of our Lord's Ufe appear 
more or les's'irradiated with the 'SIPlendours .of a strange 
glory. Ta:ke that nig,ht 'on Galilee when. a storm roared 
over land ,and. lake, enough to wa!ke atl but the dead. 
The 'boat with Jesus and His disciples tears . through nhe 
waves, now .... whirling on their foaming' crests, now 
plung'ing into thei,r yawn:ing hollows; the winds rave in 
Hi,s 'ear; the spray falls' in cold showers on. 'His naked 
face; ,but He sIeep's~ I h'ave read: of a soldier boy who 
was ~ound !buried ,in ~leep beneatli' bois gun, amid the 

. cr'ies and carna-ge of the hattle; ·and. the 'powers of 

--

nature in our· Lord seem to be equally exhausted. His 
strength is 'spent wi.th toil; and with wan -face and wasted 
form He nes 'stretched out on some' ,rude :boards - the-

: picture of one whose ~andle is burning .away all -too' fast. 
and whom exces's of .zea;l ,is hurrying 'into premature old 
a-ge and an untimely 'grave.· Was the sight such- as to 
sUg"gest the question, W~ere i's now thy God? - 'how 
soon it changed into a 'seene of magnificence and om
nipotent power! He wa:kes -..:... as a mother, whom louder 
solinds would not st'ir, to her infant"s feeblest wail, He 
wa-kes to the c,ry of His alarmed disci:p'les; and 's'iand:ng 
up, with the H'ghtning flas'h illumining His calm, divine 
face, He looks out on the terrific war of elements. He 
spea'~s;' ·and . a:ll 'i,s hushed. Obedient to Hi'S will. the 

I winds fold their wings, the wa-ves 'sink to rest; and i'here 
is 'a ,great caIm. "Glory to God in t'he· highest!" How 
may His people catch up and continu~ the strain which 
falls . .from angel-s' lips? In disciples plucked from the 
very jaws of death, and, puHing the'ir 'boat shoreward 
'with ·strong .hands 'and happy -hearts over a moonlit 
glassy sea, Jesus shows us ~ow He wBI maike ,good .these 

'sayings, "Fear not, for 'I am with thee; be not afraid. 
for r am thy God" - '~I Ihave given unto them etermlt 

-life, and they shall never p~rish." . 
, The divine ,glory of that,lScene is not pecu,Iiar to it. 
For as an eagle, ,so 'soon as she has 'stooped- from her 
realm to the ,g·round, mounts aloft a'ga'in, soar.ing into the 
hlue slki~s of ne,r native heavens, bur Lord never descends 
into the 'albasement of Hi'S meanest -circumstanees with

. out some act which bespeaks divinity, and' bears Him 
up Ibefore our eyes into the regions of :Godhead. The. 
grave, 'where He weeps li'ke a woman, g.ives up 'its pris
oner at His word. Athirst Iby Jaco'b's well; H-ke-any other 
wayfaring, way-worn traveller, He :begs a draught of 
water .frQm a woman there, 'but -tens ·her 'aU'she ever d.i(!. 
Houseless and poor, ij:is banquet 'hall is thf open air, His 

. talble the 'green grass, hi·s feast f'ive barley loaves and a 
, few fis~es from the nei;gh'bouring 'lake, yet this scanty" 
f.are·supplies the wa-nts of five thQusand gues·ts. His 
'birt~ 'and Hfean'd death,' His 'rhole history, iii fact, 
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reseIDlbles one of those·treasure-ohests which double iocks 
secure; for as that irQn 'saofe y,ields its hoards of ,gold, 
silver, pearls, and precious stones to none but Him -who 

• brings to each lock its 'Own appropriate key, so the l'iches 
of divine truth, 'redeeming love, and sav'ing mercy are 
open only to such as come to Jesus with a beHef in His 
divinity on the one nand, and. a belief in His h!!mani ty 
on the other - who behold in the ch'Hd, whose Ibirth was 
sung Iby angel~, tJhe 'Sori. of [Mary, and wOl1Ship the only 
begotten, welllbel'Oved, and eternal.Son 'Of G'!d. '. \ 

Now this miIIJg,liIlJg of tdivineand humaq characters dis
tinguiSihed Ohrist's birth as much as His 'death. The 
hal'O 'Of ~lory that surrounded HilS dying, crowned His 
inofant !head. His ,sun -rose, as it afterwards set, hehind ~ 
a Ilieavy bank of. cloU'dJS; 'but the div:inity th~y scre!ilned, 
touc'hed their edges aJilke with burnIng gold; S'O thatHe 
at whose death the ro~ks were'l'ent, and the sun' eelipsed,-' 
and 'graves deserted of their dead); no more ente:r"ed.,,:than 
He left our woI"ld a's a common Son of Adam. Not that 
a world Wlhich wa's t'O reject Him went 'Out to' meet itS 
King with homage and royal honours. . Omen of coming 
events, it received Him in sullen silence. But the heavens 
declared His glorY,·the skies s'ent out a s'Ound; and the 
tdkens of HilS first advent - unlike the thunders which 
shall rend the· 'BIkies when He comes the second time to 
jud,gtment ~ were all in 'beautiful harm'Ony with its oib
ject. It was 10ve and sav'i'ng ,mercy; thez;e w~re light, 
music, and angel form!!. WIth this 'Object aU things 
indeed were. in perfect keeping - the serene niJght·
the 'shining 'stans - the pearly devys glilStening 'On the 
gl'ass - snowy ,flocks, safely p'asturing - and the 'shep
herds, themselves; to wh'OIJI. the 'annunciati'On was ,made; 
men who, whether 'going before 'tiheir charge, o'r carrying . 
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the lambs in their arm's, or gently ieadjng thuse. that I------.;...------~----------~ 
were with young, or standing Ibravely between' their : 
flock!s 'and the l'oariIi.'g'lion, were the choicest emblems schemes 'Of refomJ.ati'On 'Of society. It is 'fatal to the 
and types of 'Him wh'O, dying to save us,gave Hi,s Hfe '. earnestness, the pathos, and the power of th'e ,preacher's 
for .the sheep. T'O them there suddenly appeared. a multi- w'Orlc. Unless we have our hearts and"minds laden with' 
tude of tJhe heavenly host, turning night into day, and the bu.rden of Imen's 'sins, our v'Oices will not ring out 
shedding on the 'soft hills 'ar'Ound a !brilgtht but 'gentle the vilbrating notes of the",good news of One wh'O saves 
radiance .. As 'g:Uard of honour, they had swePt 'in their His people I from their sins, because "Himself bare our 
downwardfli.ght by ·many. a sun antt star, es-cort'in-g the sins in 'His own !body." We must all confess that yield-

., Sen of G'Od to our nether world. And now __ ~re they ing t'O the "Zeitgeist", the· trend of opinion. and feeling 
left Him 'to tread the wine..,pres:s al'One, ·and returned on prevalent around us, and ·as child·ren of the age, we have . 
upwa-rd wing·~ to their native heavens, Il'nd their service' been tempted ·to think less severely, less pityingly 'Of sin, 
before the 'throne of ,God - .these eelestials 'bent their and less solemnly of i'ts cer,tain result - deatl1 - than 
loving eyes 'On the sta:ble; and in anticipation of Jes,us'. either our Master or, His apostles did. We have too 
triu:mphs, of men saved, death 'conquered, 'g,raves 'spoHed,. much shrunk if'rom plain speec~ on the -gpHt and ·the 

.. and Satan crushed, they 'sang "·Glory to God.in the high- danger 'Of 'sinners, . And, 'just .in exact proportion' to 
, est, and 'On earth peace,good will toward men." our .failure in these respects,' has necessarily f'Ollowed 

. 'Our failure in .ringing out ,the, Igood news of the Christ, 

"THE EXCEEDING SINFULNESS OF'SIN'" 

Our Messa1ge impl:ies ,that sin is a universal 'reality, 
fr'Om. which there is no deliverance' Ibut through Jesus. 
Has the fact of sin, its .reality, and its consequences its 
due place in JDodern preaching ~ I for ~me very ,inu~h 
d'Oulbt it. M-'Odern- theories of heredity and environment 
modern laxity of m'Oral fiibre, h!lve taken many ,shade~ 
'Of blackness out of the black thing. Men think less 
g,ravely of sat, and S'O they superficia'lly diagnpse the 
wo~ld"s disease, and therefore they superficially pre
sCl'lbe the remedy. An inadequate c'Onception of sin 
lies 'at the root of m'06t theoIogical heresies and Utopian 

• 1\ 

the propitiation f'Or our sins "arid"f'Or the wh'Ole world. 
-ALEXAl\TDER. MACLAREN 

A FIRM STAND 
- ," rw e do not 'pretend to ibe unsectarian - if Iby"this term 

ibe meant the albsence of all distinctive principles, and 
a desire t'O please· parties 'Of 'all shades of opinion. We 
beHave, and,therefore speak. We·speak in love; but not 
in soft words and trim~iIl!g sen~ences. We Sihall not court 
c'Ontr'Oversy, but we s1iall n'Ot shun-.it when the cause of 
G'Od demands it. '. 

I 

-----CHARLES H. .sPURGEON 
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THE' JARVIS STREET PUL'PIT 
" 

A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields 
" , 

Delivered in Jarvi. Street Baptist Church, Ohris1mas Morning, Decem!ber 25th, 1929 
(Srtenographica.Hy' ~rteId) 

"But thou, BetihleJhem Ephratalh, though ilihou be Htble 8iIll00llg ~e lI:houSiand'S of 
Judah, yet out of 'thee s'hall he 'CQrne ,forth unto me'thaJt is ,-to be ruler in Israeli; 
whose goings forth have been fram of dld,'from evelilaBtilllg." Micalh 5:2. ' . ' ' 

I T w~ll, I am sure, 'be generally recognized that ~he 
authO'r of any hook is the best 'interpreter of hi! O'wn 

thought. He knows what he meant when the words were 
written.' If that be admitted, it, foUows that the Holy 
Spirit is the one and only relia'ble Interpreter of the 
words of !Scripture. The iNewTestament is the bes't 
commentary on. the Old, and the Old' Testament is the 
best i'llustration of the New. The iparticula,r yerse whiclt 
I have read as a text this morning is the scripture which 
was quoted to Herod when he called the chief priests and 
the scri,bes to'gether "'demand'ing of them where Christ 
,should 'be born". FrO'm a read'ing of the,.scri,pture itself 
they eO'ncluded ,that he waf;! to' be bO'rn in Bethlehem, and 
very literally this was fU'lfilled. , ' 

Before we cO'me to the ,g.reat truth whiclt lies at the 
heart of this prophetic word, it may be prO'fitable to, 
note a few of the flowers that grow wbO'ut the 'hO'use. 

out on'e thought of Him Whose oo.rth this season cele
brates. How far from the great mes'sage of this text 
is the ordinary view of the cO'nceptiO'n of Christmas. 

,Let us 'look for a few mOments' tnis morning at the 
heart O'f it, and try to realize, as the Holy Sp'i,rit may 
lead us; someth'ing of the tremendOQ.s~imp'O'rt of the h!is
toric fact whioh now we celebrate. 

[. 

LoOK. FIRST OF ALL; AT THE CHARACTER WHICH HE IS 
TO ASSUME WHOSE BIRTH IS HERE PREDICTED. "Out of 
thee shaH' he cO'me fO'rth untO' me that -is to rule, O'r gO'V
ern, my ipeO'ple,Israel." One 'becomes almost weary O'f ' 
the .names that 'are applied to Jesus Ohrl'st. How muC'h 
we' h~ar of the "meek and'lowly Je'sus"! HO'W frequently 
we !heat men' speak of "the humble Nazarene"! I saw'in 
a 1X!-agazine rec~ntly, in an article qnder the title, "An 
Apprecration of Jesus", an estimate of Jesu!. How cO'm

It is not without s'i,gnificance that the birth of Jesus mon it has b~ome .for men to speak O'f Him under .that 
was here predicted. How great must be, the Person, one name only! And even the name, "Jesus", is emptied 
whose advent i's foretold some seven hundred ye'ars of its content· fO'r it was said, "Thou sh,a'lt call hi'S name 
'before His birth! . it does not necessarily estabH~h the JESUS: for he shall 8ave h'is people from thei,r sins." 
tr.uth of His' Deity,' for some who were not divine were 'But this great WO'rd: pred~cts that He hlas come to be the 
the sU1bjects of prOiphecy b~ore their coming into the Ruler, to be the Governor, of God's peO'ple - nO't to be 
world. But certa~Il'ly it does indicate that the Child Who patronized,not to be lauded as the worthiest of aU human 
was IbO'rn in Bethlehem of Judaea had' a very .1~r.ge ,place ~mples, 'not,merely tihat Hi'S name should, be used as 
in the divine plan, when long before men thO'ught of 'a synonym for t'Pe spirit that bestows gifts UPO'rl one's, 

, His 'advent, the 'partic~'lar ,place in which He was to be frien'ds,' and ca,res sO'mewhat for 'the POO'r; that is a 
bO'rn was speCifically pred,icted.' 'I perversion of the meaning of Christmas. Jesus' came 

Tlhere ,is a suggestion ,here, too, of the 'great difference into the world to be the Ruler ()f Hi'S people, to be Lord 
that always, obtains between 'God',s way,of do-i:i1g things, of aH. He was Dorn to be a !{ting, He came to ,be a King. ' 
and ptan's way. Jesu'S wa-s to' be ,!born in Bethlehem. ,I know that He was humbly born, that He chose to' be 
Bethlehem was nO'ted in this scripture, and the tribe it bO'rn in a stahle.' There was a providential order in it., 
represented., I as !being mtle among th'e thousands of. without d~)Ulbt; and it may well 'he that tJhe .stalble was 
JudaJb. It 'was sma'll ,and ins'igtiificant; and yet O'ut of f.reer frO'm nr6rail taint than the most elaborately-fur
Beth'leh,em would arise the One Who should be the Ruler nished room in the ,palace .would haye be'en. ' He was. 
of God's peO'ple. It is ever 'SO, 'that 'God,'s ways are other 'born to be !{ting, and we do well 'in this day frequentlr ~o 
than ours. We are d'isPO'sed to associate greatness with emP'l1asize, and ever to keep iin our own thinking, the 
'bi'gness, with human i'gnorance, with rank and' standing ,tremendous fact that Jesus Ohrist is the Ruler of His 
among ,men. It is nO't 'sb with God. He WhO' is the King peO'ple; ·that He wears the crown and wields the sceptre. 
of iki,ng,s 'and Lord of lords; was manifested in Bethle- ,We are living in a day when people are increasin'gly 
'he~,. which was little among the th~usands of Judah. 'd'isposed to lawlesSlless, when the idea of ',gO'vernment of 

'Then there is ,the su'ggestiO'n here_of how -pronO'unced any 'kind -becomes to some more ~nd more objectionable. 
and how everywhere apparent, is the human tendency to' 'We 'are not surprised 'at the littile 'chil,d who refuses 
pervert the things of God, and to misinterpret the ways parentaL direction, who insists upon having his own wi'll; 
of God! Think of the tho'Usan!is, the tens of thousands, ,but we expect him to !grow out of' 'it, and to,become more 
in thi's city, who have worn thems'elves out phYsically sane; But we are 'living in a day whim from university 
and mental~y lin their eff()rt to observe cnr'istmas, with- class-ro<..>ms, from pulpit and platform, ,from ed'itocial . \ , 
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ohair, from every place where, men assume the right tQ 
teach others, we, are °ibeing tau:ght that it is a human 
pl"iviIege to expres'~ one"s self,- to have his, own way. The 

. idea of restraint, of control, of self-denial, of govern
ment, .'is everywhere d'iscounted. Yet let itt be, remem-

. ' bered'that we 'are 8ulbject to law, that we Jtive in a rea'lm 
of law; and the 'bighe.st exp~essi(:)n ,of' that 'law was given 
to ' us 'at Bethlehem; for He cam:e' to' be 'Qur Ruler, our 
Governor, ou,r King. 

Jesus Ohrist is to be King in the individual 'life. We 
sang a moment or two ago, declaring our des'i:re to 
worship mm, to ad'ore Him, to'· ~recognize Him as our 

'Lol"q. 'But, my ~ear friends, that ou'ght to 'be true. of 
the individual Chris'Ham life; not 'merely iq the place of . 
-prayer and praise, not only on occas'ions ·of puibJic wor
ship, • but in a'l1 relationshii'Ps of Hfe;· every. day, and 
.every hour; God's people Is'rael arel subject"to the au
,thority' of Jesus Ohrist. He came to be Kbg over all -in 
every human life, in every,dtepartment of life, to rei'gn 
ov.er the whole 'k~ngdom ofman"s soul, and to br'ing every 
thoug~t into captivity to His obedience. ' 
, . But we 'sang, too, that He was born(in ord'er that we 
might 'be born' again; .He came to be a King in order .that 
we might.1become kings aleo. I think it was not without 

s~ed, and that there should be Implanted with1n us that 
, overcomin:g 'l'ife that wHl ultimately, by His abounding 
grace, bring us a'gain to the throne, and estalbHsh us in: 
a kingdo'm . 

What" a blessing that Jesus was' born in Bethlehem 
of Judaea, a'nd let H never be forgotten that it is written 

'ne was Iborn ,"in the day's of Herod the king". You will' 
remember now Herod' sought to term'inate that life. He 
'gave, commandment that the male children should be 
destroyed. The mess'a'ge was ultimately ,given, to Joseph.
"They a,re dead which 'suught the young child's life." 
And when Christ is' formed in the believer, He is a,gain 
born "'in the 'd'ays or' Herod the 'king", when ev.H 'and all 
that 'is opposed, to God are regn'ant, and 'in the ascendency. 
where there seems not the ,shadow of a chance that this 

, Sopark· of divine life should ever unfold into beauty and 
power, 'and' at last produce a king. ' And yet, 'my d~ar 
friends, that is the promise, the prophecy .. of Bethlehem ... 
Let us ta'ke the lal"ger view, and remember otliat He is 
to.'be ·a Ruler of 'aU God's' Israel. He was to :be great; . 
He' ,was to -be called the ·Son of the 'highest; and the Lord 
:God win gIve unto Him the throne of ,His Father David. 

,significance that the Represe'ntative Man, He Who was 
to ,be in so tr.ue a sense representative of us under the 
law, in 'aill relationsthi'ps of life, 'in relation to meI)., to the 
'ea:t:th' about, us, and to' ,heaven alb,ove us - it was- not 
wit:hout signi~1cance that He s'hou'ld have,_chosen to begin 

I have heard it as'ked whether our present g·racious· 
king is to be the last king of En-gland. We do not believe' 
ihe will be. We bel1eve the monarchy will continue. But 
of this we are sure, that the ~ingdom of our Lord' 'a'lld 
S.av'iour Jesus Christ will. be estalblished; and that He, 

, the Babe of Bethlehem, shall reign from sea to sea, and 
from the ,rivers unto the end of the earth. . 

1-' .His ea·rthlY existen~e, in astalble, and. that He was laid . 
in' a manger, _ lI. 
''How often,i have .~en these twQ ideas associated! .' BUT WHAT IS OUR GUARAN'rEE OF ALL THIS? How can 

Someone, I think it was Talmage wrote a life of Christ we Ibe sure that Jesu's Ohrist shaJiJ 'wear the crown of 
,whiC'h he entitled, "From Manger to Tth,rone". But the universal empire? How can we be' abs01utely certa-1,ri 
truth. is, ·sin has brought men from the throne, to the that the kingdoms of this world shall "ibecome the king
'man'ger, from their hig.h standing arid station as, kin'gs, 'd'om!! of our Lord, and of His Ch'ri'st"?, Because of the 

, down to the level of the beasts of the earth. And He great truth that is ful-ther stated in thIs text, "Out of 
stooped to our low estate in order that'He mi'ght lift us thee 'shaH 'he come forth unto me ,that is 'to be ruler in 
up again., Whata pathetic figure the ex-Kaiser .pre- -Israel, whose,goi'ngs-forth have been from'\o,f old, from 

, sents in' Doorn, a king without a crown, with'out a kinir ever-lasting." No one -can ever understand Jesus Christ 
dom, and without a sc'eptre, an',exile from his own coun- who at'terni>ts to understan~ him 'as,beginning His life in 
try, find,ing hi's enjoyment and h'is exercise in 'the Bethlehem. That' is the c,rowning heresy; that Is the' 

,heresy of an. 'heresies; that is the error which' contains • 
humblest s'ort of occupation, ,s'awing, wood! . It is almost, within itself a'll other' errors that ever,were promul'gated 
li'ke IS'amson grinding the Philistines' mills! "Thou 
madest him to -have domin'ion over tne w.orks· of thy hy the pit, that Jesus Christ :began His life at Bethlehem. 
hand-s." That was written of man, of you and o'f me. Wh~.:is ,this Child Whose c6mi'ng is herald~d hy"a star, 
We; too, were born, originally to ',be kings, m'ade to have Whose adlvent is :predicted centuries !before His bir.th? 
dominion,and to have the rule. 'But we are' exiles. It is W'hence' came He?' 'Hi,s goings;fortih are "from' of 'old 
folly for any of u:s·to say that we are kings: from eve.das,ting". From the q~yS of eternity our :j:...orcf" 
, , \. set His ill.ce toward Bethlehem. Yes,' before there 'was 

, 'Frequently the qll:est10n .is as'ked, ~''Can the' Kaiser a Bethlehem. "Befor~ the mountain!!! were brought, forth, 
return?' Can the ,house of, HO'henzollern be restored to. or ~ver He had formed the earth", from everl'asting, He 
Its one'-time 'gloryt 'Can he ever sit upon the tlirone . set Hi,s face and His sovereign wii! toward Bethlehem 
again; ,and wea,r a cro)VIl?" '1 do not suppdse he ever ~ and. fU'rther, toward the thr(!ne "and the 'kingdom. ' 

\ win - and certainly we are none of, u's d'esirous that heT,hat is an interesting suggestion" i,s it not?, That ~s 
'should.' But the Ibig question for 'qs is: Can- we 'come said' 'Of no one else.' The, birth of Jesus' is a1bsolutely 
'hack? '''Oan we ~ave ~ 'kingdom? Is there any way by 'unique in that it was ,but a, manifestation ·of·One Who 
which we too may have dominion, ceastng-to ibe serfs'?' had existed from everl-a'St1il'g. We shaIi understand the. 
May we some day' ~Ven yet <be sovereigns? From ~aH the' 'supernaturalism of the Christian rel,i'gion, 'We shaH under
ruil'). ·and shame of .s'in, may we Ibe brou'ght' back a'gain stand' the possi'bility Of the fqIfilment of' aU those 'g'l'eat 

'.to .the enjoyment, of 'the glory that. was 'God's' pian for -promises 'in resp~ct to ou'tselves, and in' respect 110 'the 
us? In other word's, i's there any hope of glory for' any wo~ld at la,rge, and the ultimate redemption, of 'God's 
one of us? Tihere is . only one ,hope. If 'our 'hearts' shall people,' (inly as we come to understand that this Jesus 
Ibecome a Bethlehem,' if Christ he formed in iJ:s, there Who' is the Aulihor of the new creation,' was also the 
is a ,hope of glory. He ca'me to 'be a' King, and to ma'ke Author' of the old: We ,must worship {lim as the One 
it possible- that we' should be !born 'a'gain oft~,e Holy' "in whose '~and our ,breath' is, and' whos~ are all- our 

\....'. 
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ways." Ohristma's was but the disclosure of the face of 
Him 'by ""hom all creation is Iioghted, and at Whose 
almighty word it came into obeing .. 

III. 

somebody"went aft'er, and that 'hecame the main ·s.treet 
of the city. Why: was it not planned!? Why should we 
need to 'spend 'millions and· milljons of dollars tea.ring 
down' ,bui'ldin'g>8, cutting streets where there a-re no 
streets, making streets' wider, correcting the mi'stakes of 
those who have gone before us - and making some more, 

. so that those who come 'after will. still have mista'kes to 
correct? 'I wonder why we do things 'like that? It is 
simply 'because we c~nno1; 'see intp the ·future. We 'know 
not what a day nor an hour may ,bring forth. 

WHAT PRACTICAL BEARING HAS THAT GREAT FACT. UPON 
Ol,JR -LIVES AS ,CHRISTIANS? To most of us it is 'but a com
monplace to insist upon the pre-existence, the eteJ;'nity of 
Jesus Christ Who was born iIi Bethlehem. I do not sup
pose there 'is 'anyone here who ever for 'a moment calls in 
question. the-fact that there' never wa:s a day when Jesus l'Dhere is a city that will need no town-planning scheme 
was not, that there never can Ibe a 'Q'ay when He s'ha'll to get.it straight. The size of it is determined, arid ,how 
cease to be, that 'from everlasting, f.rom the days of it is going to 'he ~buiIi. T.he walls are· all arranged for, 
eternity to the days of eternity, He is God. We' 'believe as are the ma·ns'ions that are ,going to be built there .. 
that, and,' as such, 'We bow before Him in hu.mble adora- And I am positive that it wi'll not 'be found too' small. 
tion, and wors'hip Him as our Lord' and our Gad. There wHI not be some new method· of moving about 
. But what has ~hat to do, I say, with the revelation discovered 'so that the stre(lt w.iIl have to ~be widened' 

upon which 0)11' faith is based? What practical bearing. after we' get there. I do not think-they will 'have tb tear 
ha's this upon, say;' the 'simple promise of the Book upon up the golden 'streets, and put them down again: I do 
which you and·' I-h'ave to live every day? Does it ·help not know what 's'ome people would 'd'o if they were not 
us to see where God draw~ the veil, and ca.rries us·"back al'W·ays tear!ng up and putti·ng dpwn the .streets - tear- '. 
int"O the' counsels of the eternal, sn'owing us that· before "ing them up and putting them down .. We must no't blaIPe 
He lai'd the foundations of ,the eartih. before He 'gave to anyone. fpr that is because we cannot see ahead .. But 

-the 'sea His decree that it s'houJd 'not pass His coinmand- _ ~heil we come 'into ,the r:ealm of this r~velation we cQ-1!le . 
ments. 'before He s,tretched out the heavens as a curtain'. m'to another world,! and we see that thmgs were planned· 
anif stretched it out as a tent to dweH in ..:.... before He fram everlasting, that ·the Ihistory ''Of the race was pre- . 
m.ade anything: He plannedl ou·r redemption? written. that into that ~rop~etic mouild all history is run, 

Think of the long prophetic preparation for His copt- and God never changes It a 'hIt.. '. . 
ing. Thi's· is 'but one of many propheCies' 'whi'ch. pointed That 'is more ml;lnifestb: true of that great matter 
to the 'advent of the Eternal Son. of 'God. His earth'ly . which relates to ou·r salvation. .T~e.re are many people 
life was hut a parenthesis in His' eternal existence. when who are try.ing to .'invent a new gos'pel. I said. to a 
the 'Invisible and the 'Infinite clothed Hi:mse"f. veiled . young man some yea'rs ago. "'What 'are you going to' do 
Himself in human flesh, in order that He migrht reveal now?'" He .bad just resi'gned his' pa·storate by the 
Himself and· show us in His own Person tpe face of, God. unanimous consent of ;his congregation. and: I said to 
I ask again. 'What bear~ng has the fact that throug.h hi~. "What are you going to' do?" He 'said. "I am going 
a:II the passage of th.e centuries. and' the gradual unfold- to take a post~graduate course." He had' ta'ken several 
ing bf the plans of God. the ancient prophecies rel~tin-g. already, but he WIllS ,going to take another! That is a' 
ultimately. to ou,r 'Lord. and 'before that to those who sort .:of strategic retreat, you know. That is a com
!;lhould prepare Hi-s coming --'what does it' mean to us forta'ble way for.a minister to cover the utter failureo( 
that when' J eaus was born in Bethlehem of i udaea. when his minis try. This yoimg m'an was' going to take a' post
the 'hour ordained f.rom ~H eternity struck. and God 'came graduate course. I saId. "I t'hougllt you Ihad, spent: ~. 
a's He had planned toccome. what does it mea·n? Never good 'part of your life in university?" 'Ydo noLknow how
once did He vary. His ~plan. 'Never once did He amend 'it. many degr~es he had. "Well." I said. "What are' 'you 
N.~ver once did He' add hy,one jot '01' tittle to the provi; goi.ng todQ?'" He ,replied. "I am 'going to specialize in 
sionS'of His eternal covenant. And I know that "wb'atso- certain ,subjects, because I think the great need of the 

.. ever 'God doeth, it shall be for ever." I was tal'ki.n,g· to hour i's that we 'shQ,uld 'know how to re-state the gospel." 
somjabody who was connected with one of the 'great Poor mal}! When God s'tates a thing, 'it does· not need, to 
raHways, . and 1).e· told me of one thing that had involved be re-'stated. It is' so weI.] stated that you cannot improve 
a great expenditure of money. hundreds of thousarid's of on it at all; and the 'bes't thing for -us to do is' to accept 
~Ilars - for aught I know; millions. This man sa'id. His statement. andbeHeve it, -because it 'never .has been' -. 
"That is our' white elephant". I said. "What do.-yo·u· changed .. He Who came to 'Bethlehem came "by no .acci- . 

. meap?" . "Everybody ·kirows it' was a mista'ke." "Why." dent. for "His ,goin'g·s forth are from :of old. from ever~ 
I said .... "do great corporations like yours make·mistakes. la'sting." 

.... and·sp~~d money in.Wa.ys that are not, p~ofJ~a'ble; 'so 'that 'S'Ome young man says; "That is all very well, sir.: :but' 
you WIsh you had It to .~sp~nd ~ve~ Il'g~lD. , 1\ .~ew of do .. You not know. that. ,in the ,sphere of navigation. for 
.yo~ can .... remember when t?e' old. U:mon St~~Ion. was instance, the mariner',s compas's was invented. ··and that 

.' bu~!t. ,I. wonder wh! ?the~ dil~ not 'oU11d ~ne bIg 'enough we have nianY.me~h-anica'l aids to-day? Do you not 'think 
~hIl~. t!tey were at It.. Can you, ~ell. me. N'Ow we .. have in this g·reat matter of pi:lotting the ·soul. f.rom this Jife 

- anoth.er! and they ·are 'bu~y el_e~~t~ng th~ .tracks thro~gb. into the other. t~.at" the ,human, brain', could "do somet.hin$?· 
.. the. ~It~ to acco~lIl~od·a.te ch~n,ged. CQndltIo~s. J~st no~ to assist?" I have :never ,yet ·heard-. that a ·mariner's co·m-. 
. the p:~pers ~re .f.ul'~ o~ the dl.SCl!:S'SIO~ of a c.E.:rtaI~ T:QWn pass was at varia:nce with the pole-star! ['h·ave· neyer, 

Planmn1f Sc~~e ... I wonder why 'It was .not planned y:et h,eard, that fundamental things were changed. We' . 
fr~. t~!! begmnmg? . . '. may hav~ some few mechanical aids 'in. orner to the \mtler-': . ~ '_ 
~ .. " I :wonc:l~r why, t'he~~. s'hoUI-~ Ibe ,so much truth' in .t.hai _ stan4ing of "them, and to as~ist in the' applicatIon. ot ~ 

"'old ,Idea that 'most cltIel!l were planned !by a 'cowpat,h certain well-'knbwn law-s to our own movement. Ask the 
~ . t~~ou,g-h the' pasture. and· then rsom~ody 'went af~er. and expert cbemist if there is any 'ad~anee ,in the way . whe~'t 

". . . . ..... 
'. 
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.. 
i's matured to-day over the day in which Joseph lived? 
Is the wheat·of our· Western 'prairies ·produce'd ,by the 
operation' of the s'ame'laws of assimilation and growth?' 

. We may 'learn !how to_ tiH the· soN a tittle Ibetter .. We 
may learn Ihow to put the seed! in in rows, and how to 
reap the 'grain by mechanIcal aid ; but the chemi'stry of 
the 's'oil, the lawS which 'govern 'growth, are everlastingly 
the same. .. . 

You carinot og,row a flower but by obedience to .Qod's 
laws. It matters not into what realm-you 'go, electricity, 
ohemistry, physiology, ~ny ,reB.!lm, t'he, illest the human 
mind can do i-~ -to·di'scover how; in this particular realm, 
God is oper~ting; and then to bring Qne's self ,into con
formity with that inexoraible law. That is all we can do. 
Di·d! you ever hear of a ¢ysic1~n',g proposing a substi
tute for blood? "The life of the ·flesh is' in' the blood." 
Who sai'd so? God said s·o. Why? Because He !had or-" 
d!ained that it. should Ibe so, that is why. And with aU 
your advancement you cannot . uriwrite that wh'i-ch is' 
written, nor can you cihange the 'operation of that law 

. by. a hair's !breadth. AU your scien:c~ is of va'lue only in 
the measyre in Which ·it !help! you to 'unaerstand that-
which ·God ha's ordained. , 

'!When we come into the ;ealm of the Spirit, what a 
bles'S'i~J!g it 1S to 'know ~hat just '&,1' He prepared .His eE!rth 
- . 

for our 'habitation 'physically, S:upply,ing all our needs, 
the laws Igovern,ing 'Climate, the production of certain 
fruits, and! all the rest of 'it, fitting this earth for our 
"ha:bItation, so He anticipated 'our coming, and He Who 
came to ,be oU,r ISav:iour, planned- to come before the 
worlds were made, and! never -changed His cau·roSe at aU .• 
And 'at last .. He appeared .. s'aying, "Here I am, your. 
Saviour." What have we to do? Simply ·rejoice in ,the 
fact that He Who was born ·for us, Who ~ivecf; for .us, 
Who died ,for us, "Who was buried for us, Who ,rose again 
for. us, Who 'ascended in'to t!he ,glory for us, 'and! :is inter
ceding for us, 'jIS 'some day 'Co~ing a:gain for ws. You do 
not need to change 'a tihing, .'but just accept the precious 
Woro of God, a·nd r~joice in tiMs g·reat fact, for "we 
know that the ISon of God is come, and' hath 'given 'us an 
understanding, thai we 'may 'know him that 'is true." -

Let us pray. 
We th'ank Thee, 0 ~M, for this perfect redemption. We 

pray that our meditatlo.n this morning may be' used of the 
~oly Spirit to enal)le us more completely and UIIlwaveringly 
to rest upon the promises of the eternal Word, believing 
t·hat· Thou art but fulfilling Thine' eternal counsels of .grace; 
and that, as Thou hast kept Thy word thus far, Thou wilt 
keep it to the end, for~Thy faithfulness reaches even unto the 
heavens, and we know that God is true •.. Accept the worship 
of our hearts, 0 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, through the 

'merit of the precious blood •... Amen •.... 

'~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~, 

I . at1Jrt,atmas ,~rtttbtgs tn tlJt 1JlamUy r6' 
, . \, 

DURING the Christmas season many. of our readers will be gathering in family groups for festivity and 

worship. The great fact of which this time speaks is the birth of the Lord Jesus' Christ when "the' 

Word was made flesh and dwelt among' us." A secondary accompaniment of the season, however, is. the 

All across the world will be found me~bers of our ·own GOSPEL WITNESS family a.nd, although .we shall 

be un.able.fo meet as one company during the holiday season, our thoughts will be ~ith e~ch ana all: We 

trust that your prayers, in turn, will ascend to God on our behalf. . ~ 

~. 

~ 
I 

Those ",ho are associated with .the paper h~ve felt very keenly the' loss of the guiding hand of the f.l 
founder 'who r:egarded each reader as a valued member of the -family.' The Lord has been gracious, how: it 
ever, and,has supplied needed gra~e ,!nd strength for this labour in the gospel and' has added new mem- ~ I.," bers to our expanding family of read.ers. ." '~I· 

r. the Board of Directors a.nd, the 'Edit~rs 'of THE GOSPEL WITNESS se'nd to every reader of .this 

~ gospel messenger our I;earty wishes for spiritual ~Iessings and true joy. May each believer 'know this bless-

,Yf ing of tHe 'Lord which'l!Iaketh rich and .add~th n'osorrow th~r~to. . . . , -I 
~. . .... .. .. ....r6 
.~~~~ ... ~. 
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- Papalized Protestantism 
,~ 

.. 

or Protestantized Popery 
"ON TO ROME!" ThiscDuld well 'be the watchwDrd persuaded as any Roman CathDlic that these perfDrm-

and 'marching Drders of much Df mDdern ·PrDtes- ances are the sum and substance Df relIg-iDn. One seems 
tantism which is Dut-Romanizing the RDmanists. Such nearly :helpless in its presetJ,ce fDr there is a hDIIDW, rev
a deplDrable trend. ShD~ld cause deep concern and alarm erent air a:bDut it ,with a quasi-Biblical temlinDIDgy. Yet 
in the hearts Df Christians fDr. it is surely 3.!bDminable dead ceremDniaiJi'sm is in sharp DPPDsitiDh to' the gDspel 
in the eyes Df the Lord. 'The -large·r PrDtestant grDups Df Jesus Christ. ' 
are rapidly fDrfeiting a great heritalge -by default. The ,we have nO' desire to' deal in generalities Dr t{) ma'ke 

-enemies, in many cases, are f{)und nDt Dnly Dn the DUt· accusatiDns Dr insinuatiDns that la~k suibstantiatiDn. It 
side :but in· ·places Df~lead~rship.in the PrDtestant ran'ks. is necessary that ~e cite examples Df that 'Df which we 
tOhurciJ. leaders and IDcal ministers' are l;Ieemingly intent spea'k. In SO' <doing, we shall be Dpen to' the charge that ,we 
up{)n impo-rting in a whQlesale fashiDn the practices, lack ",dipIDmacy" and ('charity"; we cDvet nDthing -of dip
empty ceremDnies and the p{)mp {)f the RDman CathDIic IDmacy and. IDng Qnly fDr Scriptural charity. Th{)se whO' 
Church. have a lOVe of God's truth and .fear the face Df GDd mDre 

tThtl, architecture Df SDme recently-cDnstructed church than the SCDrn {)f men will find true charity in Dur CDn
!buildings indiCates that there is mDre than a passing' victiDn that we fully serve 'GDd· Dnly,when we have pDint-

, admiratiDn f.or, things R<:>man. The puIpit which Dnce ed out errQr. ' 
Qccupied the central place in the MethQdist, Baptist and A speciric example ()f last week caused us to' ~rite Qn 
Presbyterian churches is nQW ,relegated to' the sid'e while this matter Qf dead fQmlaHsm. On Thursday eveniIi·g, 
an altar, replete with a brass crQSS has been imp{)rted December 8, we attended a service heM in TimQthy EatQn 
and placed where it 'will -claim the attentiDn of the dazzled MemQrial IChurch (United) in TQrQntD. The serVice 
and :benumbed wQrshippers. This heraMs mQre than a ,was held under the aus'pices Qf the General ICQuncil Qf 
mere chl!-I).ge 'in the pDsitiDn Df the church fu.rniture; the United Ohu,r.ch Qf 'Canada fDr the pUl'lpDse Qf af·fDrd
rather it is an indicatiQn Df a deeper symptDm fQr the ing a pubHc welcQme to' the visiting Soviet Russian 
preaching Qf the WDrd Qf God thrDugh which men are OrthQd{)x clergymen. 
saved'is als{) discDunted !by thDse who prefer empty cere- As the evening prDgressed ,we tried in vain to' imagine 
mDnies. 'The '''chancel'' d the new frQtestant building any Qf the apDstles taking part in such a perfDl"mance. 
·can hardly be distinguished f.rDm its RDman cDunterPart The 'simplicity which is in Christ was cDnspicuDUS !by its 
except that the Ilatter has ima'ges in evidence. Cand-les a!bsence an~ in its place was a: cDldness and fQrmality 
too have 'been dragged intO' the PrDtestant sanctuary. that was lIfeless and depressing. Th~ chanting, the 
The minister, 'bedecked in cDIQurful gal"b, flits hither pray~rs ~ead Iby the kneeling cDngregatiDn, the cQIQurful 
and YDn frDm pulpit to' "reading desk" while the chDir pr,Dces'siDn, the candles, the raised "altar" and the crDS'S 
and cQngregatiQn 'chant in' an unintelHgible manner. NO' all"made us wQnder if we were actually in a PrDtestant 
Dne can deny that. the wh{)le affair is quit!! a ShDW fDr building. 
it CDuid appeal to' the eye and the ear; we are just as We shudder to' think that this perf{)rmance CDuid Ibe 
certain that it QVerlDDks the greatest need of thesDuls ty.picall of the United churches Df this land. If it is then 
Df ·men fDr-..!:here is nO' wDrd as to' hD~ peQple are to' -b.e it is time that vQices are raised warning·believers in the 
prepared fQr that time when they shaN have to' meet the ' lar~er denQminat.iQns that, they are being drugged 'by {1 
Judge Qf aJol the earth. At that ter-rible mQment these PDPISh anaesthetIc. H that service was representative 
popish innDVatiDnS will seem as empty tDYS that m~kthe Df the sentiments and desires Df tlie leaders' Df mDdern 
SDUL PrDtestantism, then we are but Dne step remDved fro-m 

What 'has !brDught abQut this change? What change has high Anglicanism and twO' steps remQved .from' RDme. 
taken ·place that PrQtestantism which Dnce .glDried in We were nQt tDD sUl'lprised when the Russian clerics 
a spi~itual message must nDW resDrt to' cheap buf CDlDur- crDssed themselves befDre the "crDss" nQr when Qne 
ful perfDrmal1ces ~ ~~t~~ preaching, kissed the hand Df p.is "superiQr" fQ~ 

It IS ·well knDwn that the Russian OrthDdDx Church -is 
'The great cQntributiI\g factDr is modernism ,which de-' a thinly-veiled ·fQrm Qf ·RDmanism. Let all p{)nder this 

nies the ·g·reat realities Qf the gQspel such as the authDr- h{)wever '- mDdern PrDtestantism is well Dn the way 
ity Df the'W{)rd Df '~d, the sinfulness Qf man, the Deity to the adDptiDn Qf simila·r practices which are -but indi
of Christ aI!d the need, Df regeneratiDn. When'the 'gDspel cative Df a deeper unbelief in the gDspel Df grace. This 
is tq\lS rolbbed Df its cDntent, Qnly an empty shell' remains prDcess has gQne SO' far that these "PrDtestants" can 
an~ this must 'be adQrned in Drder t{) appeal to' the senses have fellDwship with th~se whO' are held captive by dead 
Qf thQse whO' 'are held captive iby sin. , This spiritual ritualism., 
nDthingness is rendered attractive to' the carnal mind by 
ado-rning it; with elalbDrate cerem{)nies. 

Our hearts ache whenever we CD me into CDntact with 
this ritualistic brand Qf decadent ·PrDtestantism fDr it 

'!has the same 'paralyzing effect upDn its fQllDWerS as 
dDes .RGme. In speaking Df false teachers, Jude uses 
SDme tde,scrioptive terms that could 'weB apply to' these 
Romish impDrtatiDns - "cl{)uds they are withDut water, 
ca·rried albotit Qf winds; trees whDse fruit withereth 
'withDUt fruit, twice dead., plucked up -by the ·rDots." , 

'The devDtees Df ,thi-s I'itualized PrDteStantism seem as 
\ 

---------------~--------~-------MY COVENANT DOLLAR.-A-MONTH CLUB 
Desiring to have a vital part in the wo~k of the furtherance 

of the Gospel, I hereby pledge One Dollar per mOillth to be 
applied to the Church Extension Loan Fund of The Co~serva
tive Regular Baptist Association of Canada. This money will, 
be loaned out to deserving causes to assist in the erection of 
suitable plaees of worship. -(Man. 28 :19, 20)~ 

, , 
Name ................ : .......................................................................................... . 
Ad~.fi " 
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$9,700.00 
Special 

Rai~e'd in 
Offering. 

Si.lNrCE thQ passing_ of Dr. T" T. ~hield~s, readers of THE, 
",GOSPEL WITNESS and scores '6£ frIends of the 'late 

Editor have written to as'k what plans had .been for
mulated, for a memorial to Dr. IShield:s. After careful 
consideratioh the 'pastor and deaeons .. of ·Jarvis. Street 
Baptist Church ·felt that the most fitting ~~i:bute would 
'be the esta:blisihment ·of a fund that would extend the writ
ten mini-stry of D~. S'hields. This fund would assist in 
the pUlbJieation of the proposed vohimes of the Dr. T. T. 

. Shields' Memorial Li'brary and in furthering the in
fluenc~ and circulation of THE GOSPEL WITNESS. ' 

Dr. 'Slade annou~ced dl,lring .last week that a special 
offering would ibe taken on Sunday to ,launch the Me
morial Furid. The people' of the church responded nobh' 
and, in add'ition to the regular offering, '$9,700.00 was 
raised at the two services. This is only the beginning! . 
We lknow ~hat many other friends desire to contribute 
to this wor~ and during Ule coming .weeks we look for 
a lal'lge return. 

'Printed below is the letter which Dr. Slade 'sent to the' 
church members. Let all our readers regard it.' as a' 
personal letter' to each of th.kn. . 

Dear Fellow-Member: 
F~ver since the passing of. our iUustrious Pastor, Dr; T. T. 

· Shields, nearly nine month's ago, the .matter of. the best 
possible method of contilIluing and extending t'he publication 
of his works, has been under consideration. After thorough 
inv,estigatio~ a·nd careful thought, the Deacons have come to 
the un.animous opinion tIrat Dr!' 'Robed Duba'rry's suggestion 
to establish a Foundation for. this 'purpose is by far the best 
one. This Foundation will be mown as: 

THE DR. T. T. SHiELDS' ·MEMORIAL FUND 
Durin'g the last few years of his life a!lld ministry here. 

tIrere was nothing Dr. Shields cherished more than lohe hope 
that the publication of his works, consisting of/sermon:!! and 
writings,might be, bot'h in THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS, and 
in book form, not"only continued, but greatly extended. . 

In the· light of the imperative need in our day ,for sound 
. evangelical literature, we have every re~n to beli~ve that 
, the announceinent of such a pli1ill. will be received, not· only 

by tIre members of our ChUl:ch, but by hosts ~f others 04t-
side, with great enthusiasm.' . 

In' order to" put the Fund on a solid basis, which would for 
many years to come guarantee the mailntaining of this vital 
ministry, it ought to b~ endowed' with at least,$30;OOO.OO .. 
While many large gifts will be necessary to enable us to 

· reach this desired gQnl, every contribution of wh'atevel', s·ize . 
will certainly help. . . 

The Fund will be 'used to strengthen and enlarge the 
ministry of THE GOSPEL WIT~ESS, and to publish vol

.umes of Dr. 'Shields' sermons .. You will be interested to. 
know also'that a biography of Dr. S'hields is in process of 
being written. As he was for yeaI:s by rar th'e most' out
standing: figure iJn "Canadillll1 Baptist llistory", th.is bio
graphy,. whe~ ready for· publication, .is bound to .l1e in great / 
demand. . , 

We· cannot think of 'anything ,more' :appropriate than .th·at 
· THE DR. SHIELDS' MEMORIA",: FUND should be started 

.. ' next Sund.ay by a Speci;lI Christmas T·hankoffering taken by 
the Church which he pastored for nearly forty-five' years, ' 
dn,d by the people whom he loved most. _" .', 

In making10ur gifts to this Fund' a Th'alllkoffering, esp,e
cially' at t'his time of 'the year, when we are thinking of· His 
Unspeakable Gift to liS, we shall, we believe, greatly honour God. ."~ . . ." 

" 

',-

We enclose' an offering envelope, arid if yop are unable to 
,put in your gift by next SUlIlday, December l~th, please send 
it as soon as possible. -. . 

Wishing you the Sea~on's Greetings, 8!Ild the blessing of 
the Lord as. you seek to 'serve Him during th'e coming year. 

Heartily yours in His Glad Service, 
(H. C. SLADE - Pastor) 

Brazil: Bap.tists .. Reioicing; . '. '\ 

Romanists Furious' 
, . 

THE gospel is enjoying new triumphs in the South 
American 'co'untry of Brazil. Often we thin~ of that 

country as !bein.g· a.' Roman CathoHc p·r"eserve lbut the. 
fact is that' evangelicals are making headway. We rejoice 
especially that our Baptist brethren are' seeing many 
souls saved, 'Ghrist~ans .baptized and churches' estab
lished. In a recent newsletter from tbat land, a beloved 
Baptist missionary, W. 'C. Taylor, tells us that there are' 
101 Baptist churches in the c~pital,city of Rio de Janei,ro, 
Across the land ·new testimonies are being esta:blished 
apd these churches' in' ·turn are assuming the responsi
'bility of eva~·gelizing outlyipgcommunities .. 

How does the Church of Rome ,regaro these gospel vic-" 
tories of the Baptists and othe·r evangeli~als? The Jesuif. 
magazine Relations (.published in Montreal) of Decem-' 
'\;leI', 1955, carries' im article on ·Brazil., One paragraph 
of that article rea.ds as follows: 

The- Enemies of Brazil 
"The heart !of the Brazilian priest bleeds w,hen he sees 

~rotestants opening' chu·!ches, schools, founding works 
and drawin·g the baptized (Catholics) unto thelnselves 
with funds from ,the'Uni~d State~, pUl'ing the 'last few 
.years the P:rote,§tants ,have increased ten times. They 

'number 2,000,000. at the present, with 4,522 pastors. 
eilghtY-'five per cent of whom are Brazilians" where<Js 
the Catholic priests are 'hardly 10,000 in number for 
a population of 50,000,000 baptized (Catl!o·Iics). Let' us 
add that ·the Protestants maintain among other things. 
8~ -secondary schools' and. 8,000 Sunday Schools. In 1953' 
they spread 1,609,000 Bihles throughout BrazH in addi
tion to their seventy mtrgazines. Let .us not be afraid 
to affirm that tnese active Protestants· and ~the Ameri
cans who support them are' d~fng an unpatriotic and ':'. 
anti-national work by sowing division. Brazil must re
main a· Catholic nation. This ~is the condition -for its 
peaceful unity and for its stability.'" 

It is encoura·ging., to 'know that the gospel is !making 
such progress that· Rome ~s alarm¢d, How the 'papal 

-church hates the Ij'berty which' is afforded ·to aU in 
Brazil',·' Much more to her liiking is: the oppression of 
Colombia, for Romanism 'cannot stand the prospect "of 
~ompetition wi\th tne.g.lorious gospeL 

. "-~----: ,: 

. - , 

'Ye may live well enough'oll:plain food without daint-
ie~, Ibqt not on dai'nties witiho!lt plain tood, L~t U's th.ank 
God, that what. 'is most needfu'l ·'and usefu;l, is 'generally 
.most cheap and co;mm9n'. '.. " , 

-A prac"ticaJ observ'atoipn t>y MATTHEW HEN'RY 
. . -

.. \ 
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PAUL'S PERSONAL PREFERENCE 
, P1hilippians 1: 12-26 

I T "I'S worth the 'trip to this place just to hear these 
young men of 'God, talented and yet mod'eSt, sing the 

gospel of Jesus Christ. - ' • 
"For I am in a strai,t Ibetwixt two, hav.in>g a desire to" 

depart,and to lbe with Ohri~t; which is far better." 'In 
the scripture we have before us toni'ght, we ha~e Paul's 
state of mind, while a prisoner in R'Ome. I wonder What 
my s-tBite of, mind would Ibe under sim:Har circumstances: 
Paul',s reaction to hi,s imprisonment 'i's ,re'Zealed 'in this 
letter to !his brethren 'at 'Philippi. 'It is suggested that 
the Philippians had wri,tten Paul concerning the effect 

, of his imprisonment 4pon 'the 'Cause 'Or Ohrist.· They 
either wrote a 'letter expressing concern or else Epap'hro
dlitus had'- ,conveyed' their concern to Mm. .The Phmp
pians had 'heard very little about Pau~ for about four 
years or since ,he had sailed- from Philippi on his last 
jou,rney to Jerusalem. But' they'rl:id 'know that ,he was in 
prison, and the 1Jhought 'of his" imprisonment 'had stirred, 
them up to senld! Epaphro'd-itus with financial h~lp who 
would 'aIso tell Paul of ,their deep concern for him per
s'o.na:lly, and ai~so fo~ theg'Ospel which 'he had' so zealou~ly 
proclaimed: But 'no~ that he is ih' 'prison they are 

,distressed about 1Jb.e ''missionary program. 

,I. 

~ Paul's GOOd News (v. 12) 
So at ve~se twelve we have his sudden tvansition to thi's 

very question. He' seems eager to get to ,the matter 
for ,he has ,good news' to tell. Weare alwR,Y's glad 'to tell 
goo!! news ,and just a:s glad' to -hear ,good news. 'This 
good news .from\ 'PaUl had more to do with the g'Ospel 
than ,it"lhad to do 'with' hims'el:f. An'd 'so he says, "But I' 
would. 'ye should, und,erst'and, 'brethren,that the thi.ngs 
which happened unto me, have faUen out rather unto the 
furtherance of the 'gospeL" Paul does not 'go 'into detail 

. a'bout \v,hat b'as' 'lhappeneil~ to him. 'He considers thBit of 
.. a :small importance as compared with what had ~happened 

to the 'gospel. He might ,have recited a long 'story ahout· 
Ms, experi,ences' from th'at' day 'w,hEln he was 'seized in 
J~ru:salem up ,to the pr~sent time. He m.i'ght have writ
ten' a:bout his experiences at court tboth tat"Caesarea and 
in Rome, but l;1e does not discuss these 'matt,el's. He 

.might 'have dwel£".on his prison 'life telling of the dis
comforts of !beinig cha'ined' to a soldier' d'ay 'and night, 

wee'k after week, montlLafter month, year after year, 
but he does not spea:k of these th.ings. He might have 
written about the' 'poorquaHty of .tJhe prison fare or ,lac'k 
of food but he win only a l~ttle later tell the 'Philippians 
that h~ ha'8 learned that in 'wha,tsoever state he is in, 
therewith to ·tbe content. Paul writes "as a 'joyful Chris
tian; he has nothing \but 'good ne,ws to tell, and through
out the' epistle he seeks to engender loy in the hearts of 
the Philippians. Oh, he does indeed 81peak of ~is bonds 
but nothing about his defense. The defe~~e ~s always. 
of the gospel. ,g'o he hastens to tell the' PhlhpPIans that 
the go'spel has not suffered. He is 'bound 'but the 'gospel 
is 'free. He cflnnot go about preaching, \but ~en ~an and 
do come to :him arid the gospel ha's not ibeen slllenced. 
What 'had happened' to him had a:dvanced the gospel' 'Of 

Christ. 

Evil Overruled For Good 
, 

God had overruled e~erything .for the 'gospel's sake. 
Paul could say to his en~ies' what J'Oseph said to h~s 
brothers, "Ye though eyil against me; !J;)Ut God meant It 
unto 'good." Paul. 'saw 'God's hand making the wrath ~f 
man to' praise Him. Paul''S 'enemies had; caused hIS 
mouth to be stopped, in, Judea, ,but 'God 'had ov~rruled .~o 
that they had unwittingly become the 'Occasion 'Of 'hIS 
mOllth,lbeing 'Opened, in the world's metropo.Hs. We h,ave 
so many examples' of God' overruling the Sms of men to 
Hi,s own prai'se. 'The imprisonment of the ark. 'of Israel 
Wa'S the fall of Dagon. IPaul"s thorn in the flesh. was the 
occasion for God's 'graee in his soul. .,Paul's wea:kness
became the 'occa:sion for 'God's strength. 'M!m's extremity 
i,g God's opportunity. 

~ , 

Luke's Story 'Of Paul's Impris'Onment • 

Luke concludes his' 'story of: mi'ss'ions in the 'boo'k ,of 
Acts with a brief account of Paul's two. years as a pris
oner ,in' Rome. Luke s'ays, "when we caIhe to Rome, thE' 
'centu:r:ion'deIivered the prisoners to the captain 'of tht' 
gua,rd: ibut Paul was suffered to dwell by himself with a 
soldier that kept him." Three daY'S after Paul''S arrival 
in Rome he caned the chief J'ews, of the -city together to' 
tell them his story, ~he story' of his arrest in Jerusalem, 
of h.is two years" imprisOnment' at Caesarea, and his' _. 
reason for appellJ.ing to 'Caes~r. And he tell's these chief .' 
Jews that he ,has not 'Come to bring any c:harge against 
'his nation, that he' had not qone anything against the 
people Dr against the customs 'Of the fathers, and that 
for the hDp'e of 'Israel lhe is-hQund. This raises a que'S-

, tion coneerning the truth of that 's,tatemenf'since Paul's 
whole life as a Christian/had 'been spent in fighting I 
Judaism and ,in a deniaI 'Of the' law way of salvation. -' 
But the answer is simple. ,'Paui knew that the l\'[O'saic 
~ysteni was hut typical and that ,all the types lh'a!d found 
'fulfilment 1n Ohrist and 'Qhtistianity. Paul knew that 
the real 'Jew was a !believer in Jesus Ohrist. What the 
fathers did" in t;heir :day, wils accoroing to the divine 
order of: things. But thO'se things were, predictive of a 
new 'Ol'der under a new 'and a 'better covenant. Paul was, 
no more against the Old Testament than are we when 
we refuse to preach and practice the saerificial system 
of the Old Covenant. No man is ,fighting Moses and the 
'law by believ.ing on the· LOl'ld' Jesus 'Christ.' ' Paul was., 
bound for the ,ho'pe, of Israel. And the only hope of. 
'Israel, or anylbody else now ot:, at anY' other time, is the 
Lortd Je'sus 'Christ. N()w these Jews tell Paul that they 

, had' had' n~ criticism concernin'g .him from aily'.source, 
, '1;lut that they' !had hea,rd 'Of 'Christian'S as a' sect that 

., 

, " 
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WBIS everywhere ,spOken against. With a desire to hear 
his-story they set a' day when they would come in lar-ger 
numbers to hear what he has to say: And when that 
day came they came, and Paul. took the whole. day ex-

. pounding the 'scriptures, testifying the kingdom of God 
and persuading them concernin'g Jesus. That must h.ave 
'been a Red Letter Day, one of the 'great -days in the Hfe 
of Paul. Pau'l was no cold' Iogician: He wa·g a loving 
evangelist ,pleading with !his ()wn f,lesh and blood, to 
,receive Jesus 'Ghrist 8!S their Lord 'and Saviour: And I 
thin'k he mu's-t :have pleaded with tJhem that day in tears 
for he often prayed and ·preached in . tears. Luke· an
nounces the results !by 'saying that ·some believed and 
some diSibelieved. 

Paul C.auses a Divisio~ 

rank of a centurion in the regular 'Roman legions. They 
became a powerflUl force in the life of Rome al),d some of 
the emperors had to court their fayor. Now one of these 
soldiers had. charge of Paul day anid n'i!g'ht. And every 
time there .was a change of Guard Paul would have a 
new audience" a new listener. T!h.ese s'Olc;l·iers· would tal]<:, 

.in their barrackls about the strange pr-i'soner who would , 
tal'k about nolbody ibu.t the IChri'st. And so it got to be 
,published that Paul was· in prison because of Chr-ist. 
That furt.hered the 'go·spel. Many of thes~ soldiers must 
have -been saved.,for th~y a:re included in Caesar',s house- ~ 
hold along with all the men of rank in the government, 
U became known everywhere that Paul's Ibonds were he
cause ofl"Chr.ist. NO'body could think of Paul without 
-thinking of Christ. Paul was not just another prisoner 
come to 'Rome hoping to hear a favourable verdict from 
lOaesar. Nero had never dealt with a prisoner like Paul. 
Here was a man who 'made no ·personal defence. All he 
talked abou.t wa's' .Chri'st and the 'kingdom of God. 'It 
'wa's not Paul' who was on tr.ial after all. 'It was the 
:gospel'of the Lord Jesus Chri'st. Blessed ,is the Christian 
a,gainst Whom no charge can 'be made save :his loyalty' to. 
the Lord Jesus' Chrl'st. ' . 

/ 
Timid Brethren to the Front 

And when the Jews could hot agree among themselves, 
they departed, after Paul had quoted Isaiah in explana
tion of Israel's' unbelief. He then tells tJhem that the 
gospel irs 'sent unto the Gentil.es and they will hear. Some 
'of these Jews were persuaded by Paul's arguments f,rom 
the '·scripturesand. were converted .to faith' in Jesus 
Ohl'list. Others must have ibeen stunned 'and provoked 
and made more 'hitter against the 'gos'pel of Jesus Chrfst. 
·So Faul like 'His Lord, has caused another division. 
IChri,lt did not come to" unite tJhe world but according to Another way Paul's 'bonds furthered the gospel was 
His own worns to "divide >it. "'Think not that I am come .that many of the hitherto timid Ibrethren waxed Ibold .by 
to. 'send -peace on earth-: 'I came not to send peace, but his 'bonds and began preaching. ,Christ. Paul's "bonds un-

- a sword. For I am come to set a man at vadance a,gainst loosed many tongues. The bind·jng of one preacher re
.. his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the _, leased many preachers witJh .the :gospel of Chrirs-t. The 

daughter-in-law' agaInst her mother-in-law. And a man's dip.ping of 'P.aul's wings gave wings to the ,gospel. ",C'Ut 
• foe's shall,l;>e. tJhey.of his own house~old." I Read ~~tthe.w 'of -the eater' came forth meat, anPi out of the· strong 
ten verse, thIrty-fIve 'and the fol1owI.ng vel"ses. ChrI'st drd came .forth sweetnes·s." Oh! how wonderful that G6d 
not inaugur.ate a program to uni.te the ·religions of the makes the wrath of man to, praise Him. Paul's iboldnes's 
world. He 'did not come with an in'Glu-sive gospel that to 'spea'k in bonds, moved 'others to speak Paul's !boldness' 
would ibring together people of all religious opinions. in 'bond,s 'gave others "cou.rage. Soldiers almost intui
Luke's account raises another, question. n said nothing tively fonow a brave captain. _ 
about any of the Christians vi'siting J;>aul. ·Ther.e wa's .. 
a la·l'Ige church' in Rome and they had received a letter Self-See~ing Preachers 
.from Paul some four yeal"S prior to this tbne. 'Moreover, Verse ·fifteen speaks of 'miXed motives among the 
they knew' that Paul was in Rome for many of them ·had preachers. -Sqme preached iChrist out of envy and strife 
gone to' meet him some go'ing as far as The Three Tav- and'some of 'good wil:l. 'Some 'preached IChri'st with envy, 
erns and some going as far as the Ap-ii Forum, whom towards Paul. They were envious of Paul's prominence, 
when he saw, he thanked God and- took cour.8!g~. It Paul wa's getting too. much puhli~ity. I.f they had daily 
goes without 'saying, and'Luke does not think it necessary newspapers 'Paul was making the hea,dlines day after 
f()r him to speak 'of the visit of the Christians to Pau,} day and these self-lsee'king ·preachers could not stand 
while iIi. prison. All the -saints join 'him ion the closing that, And so they said, We"l'l preach :Christ with a vim 
salutation and some of them helong to ICaesar's house- and we'll let the world· know that PauJ is not' the- only 

. hold. Luke ends his mi'ssion story by saying that for two pehble ,o~ the beach. We'll push fioi,m off the front page 
whole yeal"S 'Paul dwelt in "his own hired house, receiv- 'of the dames. A'nd they expected- this to excite envy on 
ing aHlwho came to him, preach'ing the kingidom of God, the ·part of p.aul. And they knew Iby experience that 
and teaching those ·thi,ngs that ·concern the Lord Jesus " envy wa's very painfQI and therefore j:hey would 8!dd the 
Christ, with all confidence, no man forhiddin~him, pain Qf envy to Paul',s bonds. ~ut this crowd did: not 

II: 
Paul's Bonds Promotes the Gospel (13-18) 

. \ 

Now hack to our epistle. In verses thirteen and 
eigihteen we are toid 'the ways,.in which. Paul's impr.ison
ment had a:dvanced the ·gospel. He say's, "'So. that my 
bonds in Christ are manifest in an the palace, and in 
all other places.'~ The Revised Version 'is preferalble, 
"throu'ghout the whole Praetor-ian Guard, and to all the 
rest." ,The Praetorian iGuard was the emperor's -bod,y
guard. This 'Guard consisted of nine cohorts, of a thou
'sand men eaoh, These 'sold,iel"s received. double ':pay and 
enjoyed speciall privileges and each one of them :haa the . . 

know Pau1. They. did not -kiI'ow of his purity of motives, 
'They did not .understand. that nothing mattered -to Paul 
'but ,the ,glory of IChri'st. What they were doing in 
preaching Ohri'st did not make Paul resentful but happy. 
Paul was wrapped .up ,in 'the gospel and: these selfis'h 
:brethren were' wrapped up in themselves. Paul':s' .idea of 
success 'was to so live that ICqrist would l\Je 'honou"red.· 
He wanted to .lbe nothing so that Ohl"i-st could be every
thing. He was willing to sin'k that the gospel mi'ght 
swim. He" would decrease that Christ-'might 'incrj:la'se: 
Wlho"were these men thus preaching Christ with such a. 
bad motive?· Dr. Robertson (I respect -his authority as 
much as a,nyibody's,) and, others, think that they were 
Judai.zers. But· I ·cannot go allon1g with that. 'T'he 

.. 
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Judaizers did. not preach 'Ghr-rst as the whole Saviour. 
They prea:~hed Ohrist plus. They wanted to a!dd to Pa~l's 
gospel. And to add to IOhrist is to ta!ke from Christ. 
Dr. Robertson 'says in his worn stud-ies that some Ghrist 
is ,better than no Christ. But he misses the point. Some 
Chr-ist is no Christ .. 'ICh~ist wiH the all in aU or nothing 
at all. The -gos'pei is Christ only. These !brethl'en preached 
Christ, ·the true gospel, but with a bad motive. They 
preached a pure 'gospel with an impure motive. Paul 
was not endorsing t'heir motive. He criticizes -it severely. 
.But he d{)es endorse the subject of their preaching. They' 
were preaching Christ .the true ·gospel. . '',f'heir motive was 
bad. He criticized it. They 'were hypocritical as to their 
motives 'pretendin'g to love when they 'did not. But he 
rejoices that Ghrist 'is preached. ·Paul never rejoiced in 
the preaching of the Juda:izeis. 

did not beHeve that he woul1d. of himse}.f stalld 'firm i·n 
the face of death. He believ~ his. deliverance would come 
through the prayers of the-Philippians and through the 
supply of the ISpirit of Jesus ·!Christ. Paul was not 
depending on himself but on the Holy 'Spirit ·to enable 
:him to ,give a ,bold testimony to the very end. I think 
Paul must have 'been thinking about the words of Christ 
to His 'disciples before He went a}Vay when lie told them 
that the -Holy !Spirit would tell .them what to say when 
they were brought ,before ear.thly judges. And Paul is 
depending upon the 'Holy 'Spirit. He believes the Holy 
Spirit will enable :him to be bold and. gi;ve him the words 
to. say at -his triaJ. He wiH not fail Iqhri'st because the 
Ho'ly ISpirit will not fail 'him. And notice he does not 
say as if '!boasting, 'I -will 'lll.ag-n'ify Christ. But he says, 
He shall Ibe magni.fied in my Ibody, both ,in Ufe and in 
death. 

The Motive of Love 

IOthers pr.eached 'Christ out of love' and good will; l~ve 
to 'God and :good 'Will to Paul. ,They preached Christ 
with a good motive. They were in~pired ,by Paul's de
fence. They saw that Paul wa:s set for the defence of 
the gospel. 'They identified- Paul's bonds with the gos·pel 
of Christ:· Paul's boldness and unselfishness' bririg them 

• to ilie front not for publicity's sa'ke but out of love. A 
8{)ul afl8!me' for 'ChTi-st will have power to 'kindle a flame 
in other souls. There is a story of a Scottish martyr 
named -Patrick Hamilton whose constancy at the stake 
touohed many hearts and moved men to boldness. And 
one .daY ·a man said to ICardirta,1 IBeaton, "If you hurn 

.. any more, you 'sh·ould burn them in 'cellars for the smoke 
of 'Mr. Patrick H8!milton ha's infected as many as it· 
blew upon." The :blood of the martyrs is the seed of the 
church. And the devil never acted more of a fool than 
when he tried to odestrQY Christianity with. the swor-d and 
the stake. So Paul rejoices that 'Christ is preached. He 
would rather have men preach Christ in love 'but he'has 
no personal resentme;nt towa·rds those who preaoh IChrist 
to hurt him. Whether Christ -is preached in pretence, or 
in love, Paul is glad. 

IIII. 

Paul's Calmness in the Face of Death (19·26) 
Now in verses nineteen to twenty-six 'Pawl faces the 

two alternatives of life and deat'h and ·gives us his state 
of mintd concerninlg .these two things. Paul's consuming 
ambition to magnify Christ ma'de !him bold and calm in 
the face of nanger and death: HisPtrial is about over and 
the verdict wiIi so'oil !be f{)rthcoming. What will it be? 

./ What does Paul want it to be? If Paul could' enter ,the 
heart of Nero and render the verdict himself what would 
it 'be? Well, he frankly saY'S that he does, not 'know •. 
'~Wha,t I shall choose I wot not .. ~ Paul is more interested 
in 'salvation in another 'sense than relea.:se from prison. 
He says I know that all this shaH turn to my salvation 
~hrough your prayers, and the 'supply of .the. Spirit of 

. Jesus Ghr·ist. Paul here speaks of a future salvation 'by 
which he neither means deliverancE1 from heH nor de
liverance from pril!}ori, but deli,:~rance from the danger 
of compromising the -gospel of Jesus Chr-ist, in the final 
hours of his trial He· wants to magnify Christ whether 
by Hfe 'Or ,by.death. He wants to .·be bold and unashamed 
to the very. last iQreath that he drawe. In times o"f.marty~
dom many 'profes'sors' weaken and compromise their faith 
to· save thei·r necks. But Paul wanted to be delivered 
from 'such wea'kness and he believed he would ·be. Paul 

'. 

Paul's 'Dilemma 

Now while waitin'g for the verdict Pllul find,s himself 
'in a dilemma. As he faced the two alternatives of life 
and. death ihe was in a strait ;betwixt the two. He did not 
know what' t{) choose because he did not know God's 
·secret will. He had a personal preference which was to . 
depa·rt and to be with Christ; which is far better. But 
he wiH not maike .this desire his choice. The choice is not 
hi,s t{) ma'ke but God's. Paul does not desire to dep'art 
and to be with Ghrist Ibecause he was tired of living, 
'but 'because oJ the su·perlative 'glory of Jesus' 'Christ, and ' ' 

. of presen«e with Him. Many people want t{) leave this 
life !because they are tired of living, and my friends if 
our lives are not in Christ sooner or ;Jater everyone of 
us will hecome tired of living. But, that wa's n{)t why 
'Paul ,wanted t{) depart. He was not choosing 'between 
'something bad and something good. He was-choosing be
tween the 'good. and something better'. To live would ,be 
'good because it would mean'to serve 'Christ and have 
'fruit of his labour. But to die would be ,better Ibecause 
it would mean Christ in a 'better sense. But he 'says, I 
don't know what to choose and I'm not making any 
choice. Paul says if the verdict i's life it means living 
for ,Christ. If it is death' it means }i.ving with Christ in 
,glory. If it i's life it means fruit of labour. Paul wll 
not choose 'bu.t he believes God',s wiHmeans·a favourahle 
verdict and h.is release from prison. Paul is confident 

. that he will aJbide and continue with the Philippians for 
the .furtherance a;nd joy {)f their 'faith and having this 
confidence he says, '''I.'know that I shan abide and con
tinue with you." This is a little technical but :I think 

-it is worth noticing. Thi's was not a'hsolute knowledge. 
'.D~is was not knowledge based u'pon any direct .revelation 
from 'God. 'The way the tria'l was proceeqing there was 
evidence of 'a favourable verdict and. Paul thini\cing about 
the needs of the Philippians' was confident that the would 
,be released for further ministry among them. And hav
ing this' confidence, he said, I 'know that II shaH abide 
and continue with you. It i's- somewhat. like the 'knowl
edge he had when :he addressed the Ephesian elders at 
·Miletus. ' In addressing them he said, "I know that ye 
'all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of 
~d, :shall see my face no more.~' Now this 'k~qwledge_ 
was based upen the -te&timony of the Holy Spirit' that 

_ bonds and imprisonment awaited 'Paul in Jerusalem, but 
no direct revelation from God that it would mean death. 
And so Paul !basing his 'lflwwledge upon this testimony 
of·the Holy. Ghost a'bout hond.s .. and iin'prisonments said 
to the Ephesians; ,I ·know .that ·ye shall see my. face no 

, 
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more, Now there ·is rather 'good evidence that som~ of 
· them at least saw 'him again because after -his release 
from ;pri'son' he visited· those par.ts and, perhaps .Philippi 
and other pla~es.. So he was not ta-l'king· about an ahso-, 
lute' knowledge ibut a ~owledge based upon his confi
dence that :because he was needed there. would be a 
favoura-ble vel"d-fct, and he would a:bide and continue with 
the Philippians .. And whi'le for pe!sonal reasons he 
would ·ii'ke to depart and be with Christ, he will be ·glad 

Ito 8Jbide" and mini'ster to them. ' Their needs are mQre' 
important than his persona'l pleasure. What is needful 
for them is 'm'ore important ,than what is· better for 'him. 
'It was more imp'ortant for him to serve them than to 
enjoy heaven a !bit sooner. 'That was Paul's emotion when 
he faced the two at,ternatives of Hfe a:p.d death, I don't 
make a choice. . I do have a ,personal preference. I am 
cons'cious of a desire to depa,rt and"he with Ohrist .. But 
for the sake of ·the Phili-ppians and ot'hers, I will be glad 
to albide and continue with you. ' \ 

, A Trophy, of Grace 
... 

'My brethren and sisters" as we 'study Paul we are 'apt 
to exclai'm "What a man!" But we must not preach Paul. 
We must ~reach :Christ. And I have had a ,feeling at 
times that there was dan'ger that 1 wa's preaching Paul 
rather than Ch;r,ist. -And Paul would not want us to do
that. When we preach Paul we ate holding him-up only 
as' a trophy of divine grace. We' are showing you.,a man 
who was completely mastered .by the, Lord Jesus ,Christ 
and who had an all-absorbing ambition to magnify, Chrhlt 
in life and in death. 'So let us exclaim, "What a Saviour, 
What amazing. grace that would· ca~se the thrice holy 
'God to do so much for heN deserving and hell ;bound .' , sinners. Hallelujah! what a 'SavIOur! 

"Pr~ise the ISaviou.r, ye who'know ~im ; 
Who can tell how muoh we ewe Him? 
Gladly let us rep-der to Him . 
All we are and have." 

o. 

Bulganin: in.I,ridia; Boris' in ·C·an.adaf 
WORLD ,qommunism has secured the attent~o~' of tion in Russ-ia is based. upon their feeling that if a 
, 'people in recent weeks because of the VISIt of ,Canadian denomination s'ponsored ,the visit, then a,ll must. 
P,reinier Bulganin and rarty ISecretli~y Khruschev to be well in Russia. This reaction we have .heard from 
Ind-ia and:' Burma. If anyone needed further 'evidence of several quarters: The United ·Church of ,Canada wi!! 
the divisive nature and real intent .of these, ,Communist stand condemned at the !bar of history for having thus 

· masters,' it has surely !been .furnished by their brazen lent an air of respecta:bility and plausibility to the 
·utterances. While this carniva:l has :been touring. India, Russian lie· that' the·re is freedom of worship in the 
Canada has been .treated. to a s"imila,r visit which has'a 'Soviet. Need we add .that this fraternizing with tho~e L 

reHgious flavour. Visiting oU'r fair land have been who have obscured .anlI buried the gospel will require 
'Archbishop Boris who describes himself as "the exarch an answer not 'at the !bar of 'history but 'before the 
for North and ·South America of the 'Moscow patriarch- Jud-gmElnt Seat of the uniyerse? 
ate", - Archpriest Kons.tant-in· ;Ruzhits'ky, rector of Hie Is There Freedom of Religion in,R~ssia? . 
Moscow -church seminary, 'and another individual whom _ At his very first ,pressconf~rence in ,Canada, Arch
The 1'o.ronto' Star aptly depicts as, "a sombre, slig·htly ,bi-shop Boris' sounded the-' old cry t'hat there is .freedom 
mysterious layman, Anatole Gorbachev, 39, descri!bed as of, religion, in' the Soviet. He a-ffirmed that any Russia,n 
'insp' ecto. r of the 'Seminary'." (The same paper tells of 
an incident lhat 'casts an interesting lig'ht on this "sem~ . can believe in .'God and. practice those beliefs and. added 

that "many persons so 'believe and. practi!!e". At ot~er 
inary inspector" -:- "On ·the way baCk .to -the ~otel, one, press conferences 'he 'has .reaffirmed his' contention that 
of the escorting Montreal 'policemen nudged a' reporter, there is freedom under the red regime. .'. , : 
indicated Gorbadi'ev and as:ked '-,- 'Wha't kind of a cop Is this true?, There is abulid'ant 'evidence' to 'show t'hat ' 
is that guy'?' 'He's ~ s~lnarY' i"nspector,' replied, the there'is no freedom of relig~on in the ISoviet Union.' 
newsman. 'Mons,ieur, I'm a policeman and know one On the contrary, the government itselt aids and fosters 
~en I see one."" , ' a vigor(1)s anti-reJ.igious 'campai'gn a.nd has r~thlEissly 

How are 'we to regard thJs visit of the ISoviet c)er,gy- suppressed the activ~'ti.e"s of the churches.. .. , 
men?: We refuse to take the position that they should , Let us examine the facts' and we dare anyone to den~' 
h{barre"d. from our country for 'such a restIj-ction-would', them. . ~ 
.inv.olve a serious' blow' to Uberty and· would only serve' First of all, the very basis of'the Soviet policy is found 
'as good prop'aganda material,foz: the ISoviet masters. Of in the first decree. "On iSep~ratiQn of the Church f.rom 
mOJ;'e imi>ortanc~1 hO,weve!"is the fact that any such:pro- , the State'ami- the 'School from the Ohurch:" This ed-ict 
hibitive . measures could -in time be enacted 10g,icaHy . was issued on JaIiua.ry 23. -l918, three" months after the 
against innocent parties or even against their pJ;'esent red'regime took power. In 19a2 the Russian 'goYernment . 
authors. ~ . ' . issued a' corr~spondence- course whlc~ dealt with'the in- : 

Th~' .plain.-fact is that 'the ,behaviour-and uttera~ces 'of terpretation of tJh-i-s-decree. Here' a'r-e' -a :few choice seri-' . 
t1l.ese Russians have furnisht!d. 'abundant 'proof ·of Soviet tences from this course - "It is· necessary to emphasize 
oppression 'to any thou·g'htfulJl)erson .. If-they "had 'c'0l!le 'that' the Soviet necree concerning the Separation of :. 
to Canada; without tp.e benefit of United ,Church SPOI).- . Church from State and.the' !SChool from the Church, was 

. _ sorsh~~. a:n~ apparent. condon~ment" t~e . people bf, '~h'i9' • from t~e 'beginning direct~~· a·gainst' religion.. ; _. thi~ , 
countI"Y., ~ould have· had the Issue gl~a:i'ly before' t!tem., decree cannot 'be cosidered othe~ise than. as a, measure ' 

"Their own words·-and acts have !betrayed them. : .. deliiberately 'directed against reHgion-... 'iSoviet power 
A d.isturbing factor~ however, has O'bScured the·pictur'e". fights agains'f'r,eIig·ion'. ; . Tn a few wOJ;'ds, the aI).alYsis 

Many ·per-sons haye' been miS-led by·'this vi'sit for they of the Decree may be summarizedl .as"follows: If the. 
l?-ave' ',not bothered, 'to read all the ',newspaper accounts. ·-c~ipitalistic separ~tion of Church and S:tate lead·s t~ the 

, ~hei·r favoura'ble jud:gm,ent of the. cl,lrrimt, religious situa· free ap.d- p-,j.ghest development of religion, .the ,Soviet · ' . 
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separation of Church and 'S-tate leads to the free ~nd '~e ,Soviet Union recently. III!,! 'ad~ed the ,12th annual 
f" 1 d th f 1" ".'. HIStadrut ConrereDICe at the King Edlward Hotel. 
ma ea 0 re l.glOn., .. . ' . ' In MoscOlW, with its 500,000 Jews, IlJhere is only one syna-

• We could multIply quotatIpns to show that the SOVIet gogue, 'the only place wthere Jews mee't as Jews,. in the 
leaders have always maintained a~d ilmplemented a hos- ISoviet Un~on/, <the newspap!lr edi~r 'said •• He told of.:f!he 
tile attitude toward the churches. Anyone interested in extre,me d~d.'If.Iculty he ElXIpenenced 1D m'alkinlg conta'ct W'Fbh 

11 . t d b k thO 'b' t h Id d RUs'slan Jewry. ,. a we -documen e o~ on· IS, su J~. s ou rea "I cou~ not V'isit any Jewish community oC~ntre in Moscow, 
Church and State Behl;nd the Iron Curtam. The book Kiev, Odessa, LeniD!g.l'adand KishiJide'v and simply ask ,how 
is financed iby the F~ee Europe Committee and has Ibeen ~~tters 'Were," -S'!turer exp1'ained. "There are' no' <;ongrega
prepared by lawyers who have eS'caped from the Soviet tions, no <:ommuruty. centl'!'ls. I ~O'Illd not see a Je'W'lsh news- ~ 

. " -, paper and 'taIlk to Its ediors, sImply because 1fu.ere are .no 
satelhte countrIes. . , Jewi<SllJiewspapers pulbHshed' in Rus'sia." , -

<Not only is the Communist philosophy hostile -to l'e- Tohe Isra,e'ld joumaHst saiQ' 'he 'would 'have liked a: ,glimpse 
Iigion but the deeds of the Communists indicate that the cif Jewish id!fe as relfleJcted. '~n the J~wish theatre, 'bu't :he 

. freedom of which A!chbishoI,> Boris 'speaks is unknown. ~~~~h ~:~':':tJM~~e~ln:g. And It was the same Wl'th 
In 1922-1923 'severe ,repreSSIve mea~ures were enacted, "Even Jewish homes were out cif bounds for mej" he said. 
against 'churches and cler~men. Again -in 1929-30 "I did ntot enjoy any Jewish' hoSJpitaI'ity in the 40 days I 
severe measures including the execution of' thousands of' spent m Russia." .,' 
,clergy;m~n were enacted which deprived ,the churches of If one needs further evidence of. where Archbishop 
the right of property, the right to teach religion and'even Boris really stands it is found in his statements, which 
the right to orgaI),ization. When Ar~hb:ishop Boris'mai,n' he :made in a ;press conference on December 12. Th~ 
tains that the churches are unmolested he either is un- Toronto Star records the 'question and aI),swer as follows: 
aware of the facts or else he lies' "As'ked if he 'votes for t,he -Communist ticket 'in elections. 

, As' further proof that'there is no f,reedom' of religion Boris .replied: that he voted for the candidate, not the, 
in the Soviet we cite an article -in The Globe and Mq,il of party 'and II haven't Ibackeda loser yet.''' Under the 
Decemll:ier 13: The article follows,: ' " Communist system of elections one could .. haldlY back· a 

': loser when all candidates are Reds' Freedom indeed·' 
EDITOR CLAIMS REDS DENY JEWS CHURCH 

Fl!EEDOM 
If there is rel:jlgious freedom in Russia, it does not extend 

to the 2,000,000 Jetw's wGto halve !been denied' synagogues, a 
langu'age press, Jewish sc'hool's a,ndI community centres. 

'Dhis is 1lhe'claim ,of Ohaitm IShurer, editor-in"'C'b1ef of ,Davar, 
Israel's largest daJi1y newspalper, 'W'ho spent!; 'severaJl weeks in 

The United' IChurch is very free in uttering censures' 
'against the iUs of our Canadian society and is_more in
terested appa,rently in social questions,than in spiritual 
matters. L£:t us hear sOlIDe clear pronouncement now 
a'b9ut the dece~t,ful declarations which are being passed 
as truth by that Ghureh'~ Russian guests. 

. A 1)~otio~al IiUb,Y -ilJ . 

¢v-~iatiltu 
".- , 

CHAPTER 24 
. / G' 

THE FINAL BE'ATITl:TDE OF THE REDEEMED 
Revelation 21:1-22:5 

:tiOCOR/DING to a thyth~ which i~ now ,familiar to us 
ft the visjon to :be interpreted in the hook of Revela
tion is Plesented under a ,twofoM aspect: we, have, first," 
an intr.oHl;lctory r.evelation; secondly, a descriptive rev
elation. 

I. ,INTRODUCTORY RE~LATI~N '(21:1·8) 

Thi's' first revelation succes'sively depicts: A. The scene 
of the final 'beati.tude; B. Hs actors'. . , 

A; The Scene of the Final Beatitude (21 :1)._ 
From the accursed depths of the lake of. fire, the 

seer's eyes are ;suddenly carried towal"d, a marvellous 
spectacle. T·hat impressive contrast teaches it g,rea.t and 
obvious lesson. " I. 

" 

.J 

"And .I 'saw a new neaven and a new earth: for the 
first heaven and the, first earth' were passed away; and 
there was no more sea." , ' 

:To. the ,inhabitants of .the first re'!>elled and condemned 
earth, the first heaven was distant, obscure and- dread~ 
ful. But here, the 'first heaven, and' the first eaI:th have' 
"passed away". A''Sugogesti:ve paraHel passage found in 
Hebrews 12 - completed iby 2 Peter, 3 -, which tell 
us' that "fire", sent by the divine Judge Himself, is ·the 
agent of destruction: ."for our God.is a consuming fire". 
A .• great upheaval, both physical and' moral,· must com
pletely stamp out .in heaven and on earth all that can 
recall th'e revolt of mankind~ . . . 

·The new heaven and the' new earth wilH henceforth 
1i!~rve a's a perfect 'background to t'h'e scenes - equally, 
new - for which they win have -'been conceived· and 
created. 'Since' evil cannot have access .to those blessed 
places, the divine presence will fHI -them with holiness, 
happiness and glory. ' 
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To' avoid an 'inconsistency or a physical impossibility, 
we must see in the disappearing of the 'sea a. sYmlbo:Hc 
figu,re for the earthly end. of. the "peoples, multitudes; 
nations, and ton1gues" which, in cha'pter seventeen verse 
fifteen, represente'd the "waters where the whore sit
tetli". Not only the .former scene :but ms,ny 'of its actors 
are now and -for ever beyond the reach of the, apostle's 
eyes. . . . 

B. The Partici'pants in the F·inaliBeatitude (21 :2-8)". 
A ne~ 'gI"OUP, the elect.,:people,. i's ~ot introduced on: the 

scene.. , . 
(a) ·The eiect peoPle .are first Qf all presented under' 

two figures: the "holy city" anld the "adorned bride". 
And that, in striking cOntrast with the tWQfold descri-p
tion of the faIse people of God, Babylon and the prosti
tute. 

"The holy city, new Jerusalem" depicts the elect people 
iii its origins, "coming down from IGod out of heaven", 
and perhaps 'also in its diversity - a city reminding one 
of a mftltifarious population. . .. 

"The bride adorned for her !husband" is a picture of 
the elect" people in their destiny, and naturally also in' 
their unity. .' - , 
~ (Ib) The two blessings of the elect people _are then 
described. They are: the divine ·.fellowship, and the 
div·ine comfort. 'The loud v~ice coming from heaven em
phasizes the imp()rtance of that revelation. , 

,.I . The 'divine fellowship (21 :3) i's particularly mani
fested' in 'connection with the figure of" the holy ·ci ty : 
'~Behold, the tabernacle of· 'God.' -is -with men, and he 

, will dwell with them, and' they shaH be his people." The 
inti-maey of that communion, infinitely closer than that 

,of the first Jerusalem, is emphasized by the words: "And 
God himself sh'all be with them, and :be their God:; 

The divine 'solace (21 :4). is 'particularly man'i,fested in 
connection with the fi'gure of the Bride: "And God shaH 
wipe away all tears' from thei,r eyes; and there -shaH be 
no more death, neith~r sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain: for the former things are 
passed away." , 

AMONG THE CHURCHES 
GOOD NEWS FROM FORT WILLIAM 

We were happy' at our FaII 'C<)nvention to enjoy· the 
fellowship and ministry of Brother Norman Day. Many 
of our constituency met him for the first time. We 
rejoi~e with the F()rt William Church in the blessings 
they have already received under the .ministry of Mr. 
Day, who is also a niem:ber of the Board of the Associa
tion. He 'speaks .for himself: 
"We~k hy week, the local Press !;notices of the 'F:unda

:rn:ental Baptist ·Church are headed by the words" "De-
- claring the' Whole 'Counsel of God.' This sums up our 

aim and ou,r endeavour at aU times, and it is our con
stant prayer that by ·the grace' of IGod, this may be -the 
,outstanding cha:racteristic of our work. During the' 
year now drawing to -a, close, some 15 souls have been 
added 'to the Church, m'ost of whom have ·been- converted 
in the regular servtces" and ,received into the fellowship 

I·by \baptism. Concerning these, it ,is our earnest prayer 
'that (their) fa:ith s'hould not stand in the -wisdom of 
men, but in the power of God,' and we are ,glad that 
we have nothing, and need nothing 'more than 'the Whole 
counsel of Goo' in His Word, to set before these young 

.Ohristians ·for their development and growth ,in grace. 

, 
·(c) The privileges of '"the elect people are 'finallY 

described in their contrast with ~he .malediction of the 
rebels. 

'Dhat 'contrastsd state is more impressively ibrought 
out by fJhe -intervention of the One sittin'g -upon the 
throne: by His declaration: "'Behold, I make aU things 
new"; by His com~nd: "Write, for these -wol'ds are 
true and faithful"; iby- His proclamation: "f am Alpha 
and Omega, the .beginning and ·the end." ,The "It is 
done" which introduces the sanctions which are to fol
'low is· an echo of the ''It is done" ·which announced the 
.puni'shment of Ba.bylon the great (16:17). 

The first aaopect of the ~jnal contrast between elect 
and rebels presents "he that overcometh", ,that -is, any 
one who will 'have pinned his ·faith on the sacrificed 

. 'Lamb of God., He wi}IJ "inherit all things", which means 
that, 'incol'porated in the "holy city'" and the ~'adorned 
bride", the wHl actually possess all ,things. But hi,s privi
lege will !be 'g.reater still: not only' wilol he acquire - the 
heavenly -gQods, but a new relationship will be established 
!between him and the One who'made the -prOmi-se: "I wilI 
'be ,his God and he shaU be my son." . 

The second aspect of the contrast 'is brou'ght out in 
the description of the condemned (2-1:8) .. All those who. 
have relbelled against the laws and the love of Him 
,whose eyes 'are too pur.e to see evil are found ,guilty by 
the just Judge, lithe fearfu'l, and unbelieving, and the 
abominable, and muPderers, and· whoremon-gers, and 
sorcerers, and idolaters, and wI! l,i'ars." That' comIpon 
,guiltiness is 'confirmed !by a'· coIIlIilon doom: ".They shall 
have their part in the lake which 'bur-neth with fire and. 
hrimstone: which is the second: death," 

Truly such unfailing truths, and the anticipation of 
the heavenly 'bliss are weH made to entertain our dearest 
,wishes. 'But those antidpations will have more reality 
stiU as we 'study the detailed description which follows. 

!We 's'hall simply add here, with whatever power of 
persuasion we have: "BELIEVEiST THOU THIS ?, 

~, \ . 

.. 
-WITH THE SECRETARY 

"The range of current acti-vitiesis wide, frolp. the 
fully attended ISunday morning service, and ,four depart
ment Sunday ISchool, to the various groups meeting most 
nights of the week. "The 'Sunday evening service 'has 
only about half the attendance of the morning 'gather
ing, and presentS'" a I"eal challenge. There has been a 
slow but 'perceptible growth 'in this 'serVice in recent 
weeks. 'The adult Bilble· class meets in the 'Church Sun-' 
day mornings, and is a joy to the PastQr's heart, as with 
eagerness' a constantly increasing enrolment revels in 
the Worn of God. Scripture -Press materials are used 
throu'ghout the Bible School, and are a tremendpus helop. 

"'Prayer comes in for continually 'greater emphasis, 
and in addition to the Sunday evening pre-SerVice 'prayer 
meeting, and the regular week-night service on Wednes
days, the rastor was led to call the men, of the' Ohurch 
together on a recent Saturday evening for a time of 
,prayer fellowsh'ip. ·This proved to be a .fruitful season, 
when everyone present, took ·part in prayer, including 
some who do not ordina'ri'!'Y :participate in the' regu~ar 
prayer meetings. A whole week of :prayer i's 'being 
planned for early in the New Yea,i, when ~ost regular 
activities w-ill !be s~spended that we may ·give ourselves' 
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to su'pplication and intercession without distraction. 
- "q'he church is confronted with a definite ch~Henge in 
the matter of the adolescent group coming lip through 
the Bible School, and is seriousIy considering introducing 
a uniformed youth activity to help me~t this ne~d: 'The 
Campai'gners' a British Christian' Youth' Movement, 
'Christ-centred and ,church integrated, in which every 

,officer arid -leader must have a personal experience of 
, Christ in conversion, is heing studied. 

"A parallel p'rdblem is that of accommodation. If'the 
Sunday School and youth potenttal is to be' realized we 
MUS~ have m()re rqom. The sta'ggering costs of re
buHding, or even of extension, are overwhelming ,in the 
contemplation of our. membership of just over 100, but 
God-g,iven vision and dedicated faith knows that 'there 
is nobhing too hard fOor the Lord.' 
, "Any account of the work at Fort William would be 

- incomplete without 'some word concerning the half-hour 
. ,radio programme, 'Mi·d-'Week'Meditations,' which reaches 
, its 670th consecutive weekly broadcast on Decembel' 20th, 
CO'lllmenced in faith, and carried on over the. years with 
'characteristic energy iby Rev. WalterC. Tompkins, B.Th., 
nl)w of'IQalgary, the continuance of the programme after 
his ministry concluded here Iast year was a matter of 
prayerful concern iby the -Church. The loyal banq of· 
singers was wiHing to carryon, and the support of those 
witHin the ~hurch who 'had been giving up to half the 
cost of the programme would !'It ill he contri1biIted, but 
would the 'listening constitu~ncy remain constant, and 
would: the balance of the ,ex:pense be met from this and 
,other sources, particularly, as it turned out in face of a 
30 per cent i~crease in' chal"ges called for' :by' the 1955 
'contract? ISuffice it to say that the more than $1,300 
for the year's radio. fninistry has been forthcoming from' 
month to month, with frequently little or nothing in 
hand, and, during the summer, even a persistent def'icit. 
So it-is always a "work of 'faith, and labour of love" 
wbich finds its encouragement in the numerous 'letters 
which come to hand telling of blessing ·received, and its 
reward in the assurance that ,it is an offering 'acceptable 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, in whose Name it is presented. 
In addition to the regular airing of 'Mid':Week Medita
tions', on Tuesdays at 8 p.m., the Pastor'spealksthree 
or four times a month on Friday mornings, on the 7 a.m. 
Morning Devot.ions, when the fifteen minutes is on free 
time, courtesy of Rad,io Station CKPR. 

"Gnly passing reference· can be made here to the 
• Women's .Meeting, the YOU'Il,g People's F-ellowship, the 

'Happy Hour', the newly formed ~en's m'eeting, and the 
Arthur Street 'Sunday ,School -just outsiije the city lim
it~, but the mention ?f them in add'itiqn to the foregoing 
wIll help to emphaSIze the vigour and prospects of the 
Fundamenta'l Baptist Church. . 

"We have one request to ma'ke of our friends wherever 
these lines are ,read: it is: 'Brethren, P·ray for us!'" 

VICTORIA AVENUE 'CHURCH, HAMI~TON 
, Rev. P. B. Loney, D.D., fOormerly of Atlanfa 'Georgia 
comme~ced his ministry 'in Vict9ria Avenue Church o~ , 
'S~n"ay, Decem~er 11th. pro 'Loney will be remembered 
,by many for ;hIS gracio,us pastoral ministry in Runny
,'~ede Road; Toronto, an,d ~ Bethel Church, St. Catha-
~mes. ,Dr .. Loney succeeds Rev. John Byers who resi'gned 
In the sprmg because of\ilI-health. We wish him -God's 
blessing on,lIis new field. , -O.L.C. 

REV. JOHN BYERS 
Many GOSPEL WITNESS readers wiU !be grieved to learn 

of the serious iHness .of Rev, John Byers, former Pastor 
of Victoria Avenue Church, Hami'lton; Mr~ Byers ,is now 
in 'Hamilton General Hospital. ~O.L.iC. 

SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREE'I' 
The preacher at the Sunday morning service was the 

secretary of The .conservative Regu,lar Baptist Associa
tion of Canada, Rev. B. R. Oatley-Willis. Hi'ssubject 
was "No Cleansing From ISin !by Human 'Means." At 
the conclusion of the service one :lady publicly responded 
to indicate her.desi-re to unite with the JocaI church. 

In the evening the pastor, Dr, Slade, spo'ke on .the sub
ject "Kept From Falling". Again the presence of the 
Lord was felt. ,Elsewhere in this 'issue there is reference. 
to the 'special offering that was ,realized at these services . 

For Younger.Readers 

WHAT JOE.GAVE 
A True Christmas Story 
By Helena H. Tohomas 

H' E ALW A:Y'S looked so sunny wh;en he came for the 
week's washing and returned It that Mrs. Blank 

soon ceased to pity him because he 'must wor:k. while 
o'ther boys played. 

'Hi,s, coming 'always brought such a fresrh breeze that 
M.rs'. Blank often encouraged h'im to tallk. Consequently, 
she was not long in learning that his ,mother was a . 
w~dow with four -children, and that Joe, the oldes't and 
only son, was ,impatient to '-be a "'g,rown up" so that he 
cou}d support the family and "make rna quit was'bing". 

His merry wh.j'stle was the !herald of his approach 'the 
day after IOhrrstmas, la:st year; and heari'ng it, MJ,'s. 
Bla'nk !brought forward the 'gift she had ion readdnes's for 
"the little hero". 

"Merry Ohristmas! if it isn't too late," 'said Joe in 
a juibilant tone, doffing. 'hi,s cap. "Merry ,Christmas to 
you and here 'is a li'ttle gift :for the iboy who 'alwaY'S ibrings . 
good ~heer." 

"For me!" were the only wotds Joe''S lips seemed cap
a,ble of uttering when he took the book f,rom the hand,s 
of the thou~htJful doner; !but his ,sparkling eyes and 
!happy face were suff.icient thanks. "Can't make it seem 
like it's mine for keeps.." . -

"That makes me two !presents'!" he finally said. ",See, 
rna knit. these mittens ,for my IQhr,istmas present. He 
IMked at the eoarse mittens with ad!miring eyes, and 
then went on, as Jf he could no longer keep ibae'k a secret. 
'~I didn't think aibout any presents for myself, ~ut I gave 
ma a very' nice one. Anyhow, she"s' 'as pleased with it 
as I am' with my mittens and hook. But it was the f-inest • 
you ever !beard of.~1 don't Ibel'ieve you'd guess' what 'twas 
in 'a week.'" . 

''W'hy, Joe, what was 'it?: You !have aroused my curios-
ity," was the lau'ghing rejoinder. .' 

"Well, it was tM'S way," said the excited boy, "'I wanted 
to· buy rna something out .0' the 'Stores, H'ke I heard! t'oiher 
boys talking about 'getting for ,th-eir mas, ibut I.'hadn't 
any money, 'cause, you see, ma makes me go to school, 
'so's I'll know enough to do b,us'ineS'S when I'm a man, an' 
so it takes aU 'my sp'are time to fetch an' carry clothes 
an' 'spHt wood an' wait on ma. For I 'turn' the wringer 
and 'help lots, 'fore an' after s'chool." 
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He said it 'as if so proud of bhe ability. to help his government 'and -l'Imguwge, one In its ne'liwork of highways 
ha"d-workl'ng mother that his interested listener brought . and lines Cif commun~cation, it ,became 'an ideal vehicle for 

~ the spread of the Gostpel. A's CaeSla.!'· 'set ,his seal to the' 
bhe ,red to his liappy ·face :by exclaiming: "You do' not proclalmation 'that a census should' be taken which would 
need to tell me that, my Hoy!" include Ithe ,popub:tion and property 'of every cilty, village and 

'~Well," Joe went' on, "~there's a -grove, a "piece back 0' 'dis'trict, he 'little 'thoUight 'tlliat ,he was !but a pawn in the 
our house ari' one day after 'lIla said the, wood, melted hand Cif the Supreme R'uoler of tthe uiliverse. 
liike dew I was OVer there 'and noticed a lot bf dead li-mbs. . This cen:sus was decreed for tJhe ,desltined year; God"s ti'nie 

, . f to manifest IlItis 'S·on· had nOW'arrived (!Ma,rk 1:15; G'a!l..- 4:4; 
lY'ing around an' then t hu'stled and found the owner 0 1 Tim. 2:6; T~t. 1:2, 8; 1 ·Pe't. 1::20). ' From pwpyri. 'written' 
the ,grove ,an' he said I was welcome - just his wC?rd, aibout 'this 'tilme 'We learn 'tJhat such: a census was taken 
lady, - to cut it qp for wood: ~ow you ·couldn't ever periodically tOO ·serve·as a 'basis for future taxaJtioTIt. ", 
guessed, could yoti? " 'TIhe 'reguiatio"n 'thwt e'ach lWman citizen should em'oH ion 

"Wen, it wa·s the very hest 'sort of a present, a·nyhow, ·the 'City of 'hits own t:rtilbe mus'!; have s'eemed unnecesosal'Y and 
'cause rna h·as to use a lot otwood- 'an' it wa's 'most 'gone. inconvenierut to Im'any, !bu't 'tJhis was tGod's' way of bringing 

His servants !to ·the chosen 'town of Bethlehem, thwt the 
So I told my teacher -.'she ain't one of the stuckup kind SfcriJptu!l'es might be fullfiHed (Mic.5:2; !Matt. 2:4-6; John 
-'all about it,' an' ·she. saM she woqld near my a'iternoon 7:42). . . 
lessons separa-te for a -spell, so'·s I could, get off early, an' Here; too, was cirtcUlllls'tan'tial' eviden'Ce for future genera-

tions !lJh1llt 'Chris,!; !Was rindeed the 'lwal descendant olf David, 
• gihe did. . ' , a:s had 'been proplbe\Sied (2 'Swm., 7:1,2, 13; Is'a. 9:7; 1.'6:5; 
" "So I run of.f for the -grove an' :pitched .in 'best I know, ,. Luke 1:32, 69): If, as is pl"dbalMe, '\1he 'genea:logy of Joseph 

till 'twas time ·for School to let out 'an' then I put for is ,gi~en in Matt. 1:1-17, and ithat of !Mary :in Luke 4:23-38, 
home: I had a big pile of wood ['d, sawed mY'Self. ,I "'fie'see wh1. they we!C! both requiired to regis'ter in Be'th).e-
thou.,.ht at··first I'd. onlY'ge-t what'l coulii draw home on nem, the;Cl'ty oIf DaVId (!Matt. 1:1, 16,20; Luke 1:26, 27) .. 

"" NoIIwi'thstan'li['llig otfue fwd iffuat Chrislt was 'the e'ternal Son 
my sle'd by speHs, Ibut'r kept at" it till I 'had so mucn J of God, man1fes't lin IhUllllan !fortm. (John 1:14,.18; .col. 1:19; 
d.idn't know what to do· till I-.-Jl-You won't laugh if T 2:9), and tha't iRe 'Was of ~e royall seed oIf David, according 
te~l you I prayed 'a!bout it, will you ?," . ' to the :mesh; He came. to us iIi! d'eep humil:ity. T.raveHers to 

"No,· indeed Joe!" was the emphatic· answer. "I am· Pall_ine tEiII U'S, that even to-d1ay ·there are annexes if;o the \ 
inns 'and otJher d'weNing~iaJCeS, lJi3.'l"ge roomlS 'on :tlhe g.round . 

glad to know that·you are a pray,j-nl! !boy,. I think -that floor wi·th,doors opening out in'to 'tJhe street similar :in plan 
solves the ·secret of your ibravery." , to ibhegar8lges which adjoin lIllany modern homes. 0 The 

"Well, II prayed that .time, anyway, an~ :say, wasn't it animalls could en'ter the oipen doors. In some such hum!ble 
.. h h t f . h 't place~ the Ohrist-clhHd !Was thom. IBom for our redemption 

just like God to put l,t III ·t e ear'. 0 a rlC' woman 0 (1 ~m. 1:15), IHe li.ved' asa:criffci'al Hfe' tha!t lJIe might die 
hire me to ,carry a lot of wood -into her ·cella.r, an' ·pile a salcrifi'C<ia!l. death (1JId>. 2:7-U, 14-18). rrhe child 'born for 
it ,up 'so's I .could earn some money 'to hire a dray. ,So us art Beth!leJhem was the Son given for us ·a't Calvary (Isa. 
after I had the wood: all cut up, teacher let me of~ :long 9:6). tHe became !bone of oui:: bone 'and flesh of our flarh; 
enough to earn -the'money ,to 'have Jt h''iluled. The d·ray- He knew 'tJhe pan!gs of Glulman weakness, suif'feriDig 'and sorrow 
mim wanted more'n I 'had, ibut when· I told him how I'd (!Matt. 8:20; J~n 4:6; 11:35;'2 Cor',8:9; Heb. 4:15)., • 
cut it for ma',s present, he h'ad, ·an awful time blowing II. T·he Chorus verses 8-14. 

'his nose an'· acting like he'd ha,d,something in 'his eyes, Oiilly a heavenly choir c.ou-ld teach,men the new song of 
an' then he said he'd Jbe ·glad. to 'haul it {or half .. price.· sallV'a'tion ifrOim 8m tWlMch -the ad'Vent of our-!Saviour_ made 

·"Well,. when the man drove up wi,th ,the .first load of possible (Exod. 1'5:2; Psa. 11.8:14.; Isa. 12:2~, 3; Rev. 5:9; 
. 14:3, 4). No morl;all could by his own reasoning !have dois-

wood an' began.to throw,it off; rna ru'she'd to :the door aJ.!!l_ covered:tih.e lW'ay :to God '(Jon: 2:9; John 14:6), !but angels, 
said: 'There must 'be some mistake. I haven't ordered any· whose interes't in man'ssa:lva'tion is 'great, heI'ailded the ,glad 
wood.' Ari' 'then the man lau·ghed real hearty, an' said: tidings (JOb 38:6, 7; Luke 1'5:7, 10; 1 Pet. 1:12; Rev. 5:11, 

'But 'Your son ordered' it, ma'am.' An' then I told rna ·12~azZ:led.!by the .radiant glory, the ~~'herds 'mi'g!ht h'a~e 
it 'Was her ,Christmas present, an' you ou'ght to see her! tJhiou:g.h't that ih't!Was a:H a d:ream 'Which would fade with ,the 
She huggep me 'and cried an' an' - Well" I can't tell,the mornil)'g Hg'ht, 'had Ithey not been 'gi:ve.JJJ a .token 'that the' 
rest~but-..Jbut -rna ta1ked real good to me." tidings were true. 'Pbey wouid Ifinld 'a Iba/be, '}Vrap'ped" in 

. .. t h' f t d I ok' swa:dWing clothes, 1yintg ffn 'a m!antger. ISure'ly iIlhis !Was a "~n!hbw," Joe went on ru!I~'g ~'IS. ee , ~,n ';0 mg s'trange 'sign of :Detty! How utterly unHke lthe .spectacu'lar 
as If mches h,ad been a!!~ed to hIS heIght, 'We.ve ·got . sIgnS .w:bidh worl'lilings demand~d. (,M·att. 27; 40-44; Mark 
wood enough to last us qUIte a spell, an' I tell YOU.It loo'ks 8:11, 112; Luke 11:16; 23:8; JO'hn 2::1.8;6:30) r And.yet, t:qe 
good when I think rna didn't wOl"k to earn i.t.~' , Inca;ma'b.ion !Was a 'stUlpenQtous miracle - otfue inf.inite Goo 

. -Gospel Banne1' veiling Himself in the flesh of a aitble chUd. 
III. The Child: VeI'BeB 1'5-20. 

c 

'Bihl~ School Lesson oulline 
The humlble she¢.ertl's have pointed oult to us the way in 

whi'dh It'he !Word' of' God i'S to 'be received'. rrhey listened in .... 
Godq~ fear to ~e e~~l proclaimed by the ·angels· (Luke 
8:1'5; Aots,8:6), recogIl1:DlIIIg !that the mesS'81ge was from the' 
Lord (,Acts 10:33; 1 'TIhess. 2:1'3). Not samafied' with a mere 

Vol. 19· Fourth Quarter Lesson'13 December 25, 1955 int~'l'lec'tual knQIWIledge Cif "the ,good .news, they made a per" 

'OLIVE L.'CLJ\.RK, !Ph.D., (Tor.) 

. THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 
Lesson Text: Luke 2:1-20.· 
,Golden Text: "For unto you is bom this d'ay ,in ,thi!.~ity of 
, David a iSavi'Our, which d'S Ohrist Ithe Lord.'~"""';Luke 2:11. 
I. The Census:.verses 1-7. ' • 

The Roman world wws chosen ,by 'the Di"'ine Di-l'ector to 
provide 1Jhe setting for the mos't s'tupEmdous drama 'Of human 
h1-s'tory. It was by no mere chance ithwt Caesar Augustus 
S1h~uld be ru'liDig over '0. vast and united Emp~re. One in 

son'a:1 . in'Vestigation' 'for 'tJhemsellVes (John 4 :39-42; ActS 
17:11). When once they !Were cOlllVin'eed"that the mess'age 

.was true, they declared it:to dthe1\'!·(Acts 4:20, 29; 2,Cor. 
4:13). They aqso IgloJ1fied an'li praised God for the wonderfur 
revel'a:tion w'h.lic-h lJIe had 'gi~en otfueniOf a !h:o'l'Y .Sav.iour w.ho . 
had been born in BetMehem (PsS: 106:12; Matt. 2:10, 11). ' 
So may we all!l !bow our ,heaNs !before itJhe Christ of ',God and
·reveI'eI).t~YJ adore, Him (,Ps·a. 95:2; 100:2; 106:12). 

Mary of BetlhlEthem and N'azareth itreasured inl !her ·he8.r.t, 
the memory of':her sacred experiences (verses 19, '51). They 
were too 1i01y ·and too deep for utterance, and even for under- . 
~t!"ld:ing. ,Rwpturou'S joy 'and p~gn'ant "griefs were strantgely 
mmgled' for 'Ilhe one whom 'God lh'a'Ii chosen to be the mother 
of our. 'Lord (Luke 1:28-56; 2:'34,35). 


