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HE birth of an helr to the throne is . usually accom-
panied by circumstances befitting so great an event.
No place is deemed. worthy of it but a royal palace; and

there, at the approach of the expected hour, high nobles.

and the great officers of state assemble, while the whole
country, big ‘with hope, waits to welcome a successor to

«its long line of kings. Cannons announce the event; sea-
ward, landward, guns flash and roar from floating bat--
teries and rocky battlements; bonfires ‘blaze on hill-tops ;-
. steeples ring-out the news in merry peals; the nation

holds holiday, giving itself up to banqueting and enjoy-
ments, while public prayers and thanksgivings rise to
Him by.whom kings reign -and princes decree justice.
With" such "pomp .and. parade' do the heirs of earthly
thrones enter on the stage of life! :So came not H€ who
is the King of kings and Lord of lords. On the eve of
His birth the world went on its usual round. None were
moved for His coming; nor was there any preparation
for the event — a chamber or anything else. No fruit
of unhallowed love, no houseless beggar’s child entets
life more obscurely than the 'Son of God. The  very
tokens by which the shepherds “were ‘taught to recognize
Him were ‘not the majesty but the extreme meanness of
his condition: “This shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall
find the babe wrapped in-swaddling clothes, lying in a
In fact, the Lord of heaven was to be recog-

ity.- Yet, as we have seen a black and lowering cloud
have its edges touched with living gold by ‘the sun behind
it, so all the darkest scenes of our Lord’s life appear
more or less'irradiated with the splendours.of a strange
glory. Take that night on Galilee when.a storm roared
over land and lake, enough to wake all but the dead.
The boat with Jesus and His disciples tears through the
waves, now -~whirling on their foaming crests, now
plunging into their yawnmg hollows; the winds rave in
His ‘ear; the spray falls in cold showers on His naked
face; but He sleeps: I have read. of a soldier boy who
was found buried in sleep beneath his gun, amid the

“cries and carnage of the battle; and.the powers of

-
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'sayings,

nature in our- Lord seem to be equally exhausted. His
strength is spent with toil; and with wan face and wasted
form He lies stretched out on some rude boards — the-
“picture of one whose candle is burning away all too fast,
and whom excess of zeal is hurrying into premature old
age and an untimely grave. Was the sight such- d4s to

+ suggest the question, Where is now thy God? — how

soon it changed into a scene of magnificence and om-
nipotent power! He wakes — as a mother, whom louder
sounds would not stir, to her infant’s feeblest wail, He
wakes to the cry of His alarmed disciples; and standing
up, with the lightning flash illumining His calm, divine
face, He looks out on the terrific war of elements. He.
speaks; and -all is hushed. (Cbedient to His will, the

; winds fold their wings, the waves sink to rest; and there

is a great calm. ‘“Glory to God in thke-highest!” How
may ‘His people catch up and continue the strain which
falls .from angels’ lips? In disciples plucked from the
very jaws of death, and: pulling their boat shoreward
with strong .hands and happy -hearts over a moonlit
glassy sea, Jesus shows us how He will make good .these
“Fear not, for T am with thee; be not afraid.
for I am thy God” — ‘I have given unto them eternal
“life, and they shall never perish.”

+ "The divine glory of that.scene is not peculiar to it. -

For as an eagle, so soon as she has stooped from her
realm to the ground, mounts aloft again, soaring into the
blue skies of her native heavens, our Lord never descends
into the abasement of His meanest circumstances with-

‘out some act which bespeaks divinity, and bears Him

up before our eyes into the regions of ‘Godhead. The.
grave, ‘where He weeps like a woman, gives up its pris-
oner at His word. Athirst by Jacob’s well; like-any other

" wayfaring, way-worn traveller, He begs a draught of

water from a woman ‘there, but tells her all she ever did.
Houseless and poor, His bahquet hall is thg open air, His

"table the green grass, his feast five barley loaves and a
. few fishes from the neighbouring lake, yet this scanty®

fare supplies the wants of five thousand guests. His
birth and life and death, His v‘vho'le history, in fact,

r
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resembles one of those-treasure-chests which double locks
secure; for as that iron safe yields its hoards of 'g*old

gilver, fpearls, and precious stones to none but Him ‘who

brings to each lock its own appropriate key, so the riches
of divine truth, redeeming love, and saving mercy are
open only to such as come to Jesus with a belief in His
divinity on the one hand, and a belief in His humanity
on the other — who behold in the child, whose birth was
sung by angels, the son of Mary, and worship the only
begotten, well beloved, and eternal Son of God. ,

Now this mingling of divine and human characters dis-
tinguished Christ’s birth as much as His death. The
halo of glory that surrounded His dymg, crowned His
infant head. His sun rose, as it aftérwards set, behind
a heavy bank of clouds; but the d1v1n1ty they screened,
touched their edges alike with burning gold; so thaiTHe

at whose death the rocks were rent, and the sun ec11psed-'

and graves deserted of their dead; no more entered than
He left our world as a common son of Adam. 'Not that
a world which was to reject Him went out to meet iits
King with homage and royal honours. .Omen of coming

" events, it received Him in sullen silence. But the heavens

declared His glory,-the skies sent out a sound; and the
tokens of His first advent — unlike the thunders which
shall rend the skies when He comes the second time to
judgment — were all in beautiful harmony with its ob-
jeét. It was love and saving mercy; there wére light,
music, and angel forms. With this object all things
indeed were in perfect keeping — the serene night —
the shining stars — the pearly dews glistening on the

grass — snowy, flocks safely pasturing — and the shep- .

herds, themselves, to whom the annunciation was made,

men who, whether going before their charge, or carrying .
the lambs in their arms, or gently leading those__ that
were with young, or standing bravely between their -

flocks and the roaring-~lion, were the choicest emblems
dand types of Him who, dying to save us, gave His life
for the sheep. 'To them there suddenly appeared a multi-
tude of the heavenly host, turning night into day, and

* shedding on the soft hills around a bright but -gentle

radiancé. = As guard of honour, they had swept in their
downward flight by ‘many. a sun and star, escorting the
Sen of God to our nether world. And now_— ere they
left Him to tread the wine-press alone, and “returned on
upward wings to their native heavens, and their service
before the ‘throne of God — these celestials bent their

loving eyes on the stable; and in anticipation of Jesus’-

trivmphs, of men saved, death conquered, graves spoiled,.

-and Satan crushed, they sang “Glory to God in the hlg'h-
est, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”

1Y
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“THE EXCEEDING SINFULNESS OF SIN”

Our Message impl'-ies that sin is a universal reality,
from which there is no deliverance but through Jesus.
Has the fact of sin, its reality, and its consequences its
due place in modern preaching? I for one very much
doubt it. Modern- theories of heredlty and environment,
modern laxity of moral fibre, have taken many shades
of blackness out of the black thing. Men think less
gravely of sth, and so they superficially diagriose the
world’s dlsease, and therefofe they superficially pre-
scribe the remedy. An inadequate conception of sin
lies at the root of most theological heresies and Utopian
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schemes of reformation of society. It is fatal to the

.. earnestness, the pathos, and the power of the .preacher’s

work. Unless we have our hearts and minds laden with"
the burden of men’s sins, our voices will not ring out -
the vibrating notes of the'good news of One who saves
His people 'from their sins, because “Hinisélf bare our
sins in ‘His own body.” We must all confess that yield-
ing to the “Zeitgeist”, the-trend of opinion.and feeling
prevalent around us, and as children of the age, we have
béen tempted to think less severely, less pityingly of sin,
and less solemnly of its certain result — ‘death — than
either our Master or. His apostles did. We have too
much shrunk from plain speech on the™guilt and the
danger of sinners, - And, just in exaet proportion 'to
our Afailure in these respects, has necessarily followed
our failure in ringing out the good news of the Christ,
the propltlatmn for our sins 'and“for the whole world.

- ——ALEXANDER MACLAREN

N

A FIRM STAND

'We do not pretend to be unsectarian — if by this term
be meant the absence of all distinctive principles, and
a desire to please parties of all shades of opinion. We
bel-ieve, and .therefore speak. We-speak in love; bui not
in soft words and trimming sentences. We shall not court
controversy, but we shall not shiin-it when the cause of
God demands it.

—CHARLES H. SPURGEON
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A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields

THE JARVIS STREET PULPIT
The @lnry of Bethlehem -

s

Deiiveréd in J-arv\il- Street Baptist Church, Christmas Morning, Detember 25th, 1929 . i -
(Srbextosraplﬁca'll'y' Reported)
“But thou, Bethlehem E'phratam, though thou be lflt‘ble among fthe thousands of

) Judah, yet out of thee shall he come .forth unto me ‘that is to be ruler im Israel; .
whose goings forth have 'been from of old, from everlasting.” Mucam 5:2. - .

T will, I am sure, ibe generally recogni-ze‘d- th'at the
authoi* of any book is the best interpreter of his own
thought. He knows what he meant when the words were
writi_:en. If ‘that be admitted, it. follows that the Holy
Spirit is the one and only reliable Interpreter of the
words of 'Scripture. The New Testament is the best
commentary on. the Old, and the Old' Testament is the
best dllustration of the New The particular verse which
I have read as a text this morning is the scripture which
was quoted to Herod when he called the chief priests and
the scribes together “demanding of them where Christ
-should be born”. From a reading of the.Scripture itself
they concluded that he was to be born in Be'ohlehem, and
very hterally this was fulfilled.

Before we come to the great truth which lies at the

heart of this prophetic word, it may be profitable to..

note a few of the flowers that grow about the 'house.
It is not without significance that the birth of Jesus

.. was here predicted. How great must be. the Person.

whose advent is foretold some seven hundred years
‘béfore His birth! . It does not necessarily establish the
truth of His Deity, for some who were not divine were
the subjects of prophecy before théir coming into the
world. But certainly it does indicate that the Child Who
was born in Bethlehem of Judaea had a very large place
in the divine plan, when long before men thought of
. His advent, the particular place in which He was to be
born was speclflcally predicted.

There is 9 suggestion here, too, of the |great difference
that always, obtains between ‘God’s way of doing things,
and man’s way. Jesus was to be born in Bethlehem.
Bethlehem was noted in this scripture, and the tribe it

represented, as being little among the thousands of

Judah. It was small and insignificant; and yet out of
Bethlehem would arise the One Who should be the Ruler
of God's people. It is ever so, that God’s ways are other
than ours. ‘We are d\xsposed to associate greatness with
bigness, with human ugnorance with rank and standing
among men. It is not 86 with God. He Who is the King

of kings and Lord of lords, was manifested in Bethle- -

hem, which was little among the thousands of Judah.

Then there is the suggestion here-of how pronounced
and how everywhere apparent, is the human tendency to
pervert the things of God, and to misinterpret the ways
of God! Think of the thousands, the tens of thousands,
in this city, who have worn themselves out physically
and mentally in their effort to observe Christmas, with-

~

out one thought of Him Whose birth this season cele-
brates. How far from the great message of this text
is the ordinary view of the conception of ‘Christmas.

Let us look for a few moments this morning at the
heart of it, and try to realize, as the Holy Spirit may
lead us, somethmg of the tremendous-import of the his-
toric fact which now we celebrate.

I.

LOOK, FIRST OF ALL, AT THE CHARACTER WHICH HE 18
T0 ASSUME WHOSE BIRTH IS HERE PREDICTED. ‘“‘Out of
thee shall he come forth unto me that is to rule, or gov-
ern, my people-Israel.” 'One becomes almost weary of -
the mames that are applied to Jesus Christ. How much
we hear of the “meek and lowly Jesus”! How frequently
we hear men speak of “the humble Nazarene”! I saw in
a magazine recently, in an article under the title, “An
Appreciation of Jesus”, an estimate of Jesus. How com-
mon it has become for men to speak of Him under.that
one name only! And even the name, “Jesus”, is emptied
of its content for it was said, “Thou shalt call his name
JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.”
‘But this great word predicts that He has come to be the
Ruler, to be the Governor, of God’s people — not to be
patronized, not to be lauded as the worthiest of all human
examples, not merely that His name should be used as
a synonym for the spirit that bestows glfts upon one's
friends, and cares somewhat for the poor; that is a
perversion of the meaning of Christmas. Jesus came
into the world to be the Ruler of His people, to be Lord
of all. He was born to be a King, He came to be a King.

1 know that He was humbly born, that He chose to be
born in a stable.. There was a providential order in it,.
without doubt; and it may well be that the stable was
freer from moral taint than the most elaborately-fur-
nished room in the palace would have been. He was.
born to be King, and we do well in this day frequently to
emphasize, and ever to ‘keep in our own thinking, the

.tremendous fact that Jesus Christ is the Ruler of His

people; -that He wears the crown and wields the sceptre.
. We are living in a day when people are increasingly
d&sposed to lawlessness, when the idea of ‘government of -
any kind becomes to some more gnd more objectionable.
We are not surprised at the little child who refuses
parental direction, who insists upon having his own will;
but we expect him to grow out of it, and toJbecome more
sane: But we are living in a day when from university
class-rooms from pulpit and platform, from editorial
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chair, from every place where. men assume the right to
teach others, we.are*being taught that it is a human
privilege to express one’s self; to have his own way. The

" idea of restraint, of control, of self-denial, of govern-

ment ‘is everywhere discounted. Yet let it be remem-

" bered-that we are subject to law, that we live in a realm

of law; and the highest expressien of that law was given
to.us ‘at Bethlehem; for He camé to be ‘our Ruler, our

Jesus 'Christ is to be King in the 1nd1v1dual life. We
sang a moment or two ago, declarmg our desire to
worship Him, to adore Him, to- recogmze Him as our

"Lord. ‘But, my dear friends, that ought to be true. of
the individual Christian life; not merely in the place of -

prayer and praise, not only on occasions -of public wor-

ship,*but in all relationships of life; every day, and -
every hour, God’s people Israel are:subject’to the au-

thority of Jesus Christ. He came to be King over all in
every human- life, in every- department of life, to reign
over the whole kingdom of man’s soul, an'd to bring every
thought into captivity to His obedience. ]

But we ‘sang, too, that He was born An order that we
might be born again; He came to be a ng in erder that
we might-become kmgs also. I think it was not without

_significance that the Representative Man, He Who was

to be in so true a sense representatxve of us under the
Jaw, in all relationships of life, in relation to men, to the
earth about us, and to heaven above us — it was not
without significance that He should have. choten to begin

-His earthly ex1stence in a stable, and, that He was laid

in'a manger.

"How often I have ﬂseen these two ideas associated! -

Someone, 1 thmk it was Talmage wrote a life of Christ
which he entitled, “From Manger to Throne”. But the
truth. is, sin has brought men from the throne. to the

‘manger, from their high standing and station as kings,
" down to the level of the beasts of the earth. And He

stooped to our low estate in order that-He might lift us
up again.. What a pathetic figure the ex-Kaiser .pre-

. sents in° Doorn, a klng without a crown, without a king

dom, and without a sceptre an -exile from his own coun-
try, finding his enjoyment and his exercise in the
humblest sort of occupation, sawing wood! It is almost:
like Samson grinding the Philistines’ mills! “Thou
madest him to have dominion over the works of thy
That was written of man, of you and of me.
We; too, were born. originally to be kings, made to have
dominion, and to have the rule. ‘But we are-exiles. It is
folly for any of us-to say that we are kmgs

Frequently the question | is asked- “Can the Kaiser

‘return? Can the-house of. Hohenzollern be restored to.

its one-time glory?. Can he ever sit upon the thirone
again, and wear a crown?” ‘I do not suppdse he ever
will — and cerfainly we are none of us desirous that he
‘should. But the big question for us is: Can we come

‘back? “Can we have a kingdom? Is there any way by
which we too may have dominion, ceasing-to be serfs?
May we some day-even yet be sovereigns? From:all the

ruin and shame of .sin, may we be brought back again

‘to the enjoyment. of the glory that was '‘God’s plan for

us? In other words, is there any hope of glory for any
one of us? There is.only one hope. If our hearts shall
become a Bethlehem, if Christ be formed in us, there
is a hope of glory. He came to be a'King, and to make

it possiblé-that we should be born again of ‘the Holy

- He was born ‘in the days of Herod the king”.

seed, and that there should be implanted within us that

"overcoming life that will ultimately, by His abounding

grace, bring us again to the throne, and establish us in
a kingdom.

‘What. a blessing that Jesus was born in Bethlehem

of Judaea, and let it never be forgotten that it is written
You will

remember how Herod sought to terminate that life. He

© gave.commandment that the male children should be

destroyed. The message was ultimately given to Joseph. -
“They are dead which sought the young child’s life.”
And when Christ is formed in the believer, He is again
born “in the ‘days of Herod the king”, when evil and all
that is opposed.to God are regnant, and in the ascendency.
where there seems not the shadow of a chance that this
spark' of divine life should ever unfold into beauty and
power, and at last produce a king. And yet, my dear

friends, that is the promise, the prophecy.of Bethlehem. . -

Let us take the larger view, and remember.tHat He is
to.be a Ruler of all God’s Israel. He was to be great;
He was to be called the Son of the highest; and the Lord
God will give urito Him the throne of His Father David.

I have heard it asked whether our present gracious’
king is to be the last king of England. We do not believe®
he will be. We believe the monarchy will continue. But
of this we are sure, that the kingdom of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ will be established; and that He,

- the Babe of Bethlehem, shall reign from sea to sea, and

from the rivers unto the end of the earth.

. II. . .

BUT WHAT 1S OUR GUARANTEE OF ALL THIS? How can
we be sure that Jesus Christ shall -wear the crown of
universal empire? How can we be’ absolutely certain
that the kingdoms of this world shall “become the king-

“doms of our Lord.and of His Christ”? Because of the

great truth that 1s further stated in this text, “Out of
thee shall ‘'he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in
Israel, whose. goings~forth have been from‘of old, from
everlastmg ” No one can ever understand Jesus Christ
who attempts to understand him as begmmng His life in
Bethlehem. That is the crowmng heresy; that is the -

December 15, 1955 .

heresy of all heresies; that is the error which contains -

within itself all other errors that ever _were promulgated
by the pit, that Jesus Christ began His life at Bethlehem.
Who is this Child Whose coming is heralded by -a star,
Whose adsvent is predicted centuries before Hisg birth?
Whence: came He? His goings.: forth are “from of -old,
from everlastmg From the days of etermty our Lord
set His face toward Bethlehem. Yes, before there was
2 Bethlehem. “Before the mountains were brought. forth,
or ever He had formed _the earth”, from everlasting, He

- set His face and His sovereign will toward Bethlehem

— and further, toward the throne’and the kingdom.
That is an interesting suggestion,.is it not?  That is
said of no one else: The, birth of Jesus is absolutely

-unique in that it was but a,manifestation -of-One Who

had existéd from everlasting. We shall understand the
supernaturalism of the (Christian religion, we shall under-

stand the possx’blllty of the fulfilment of- all those great -

promises in respect to ouiselves, and in respect to 'the
world at large, and the ultimaté redemption -of God’s
people, ‘only as we come to understand that this Jesus
Who is the Author of the new creation,- was alsd the
Author of the old: We .must worship Him as the One

“in whose hand our breath - 1s and whose\ are all our )

’

o —T—
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ways.” .
Him by Whom all creation is lighted, and at Whose

- almighty word it came into being. -

”

L.

=~ WHAT PRACTICAL BEARING HAS THAT GREAT FACT. UPON

OUR ‘LIVES AS CHRISTIANS? To most of us it is but a com-
monplace to insist upon the pre-existence, the eternity of
Jesus IChrist Who was born in Bethlehem. I do not sup-
pose there is anyone here who ever for a moment calls in
question the-fact that there never was a day when Jesus
was not, that there never can be a day when He shall
cease to be, that from everlasting, from the days of
eternity to the days of eternity, He is God. We believe
that, and, as such, we bow before Him in humble adora-
tion, and worship Him as our Lord and our God.

But what has that to do, I say, with the revelation

upon whick our faith is based? What practical bearing.

has this upon, say, the simple promise of the Book upon
which you and- I<have to live every day? Does it help
us to see where God draws the veil, and carries us back
into the counsels of the eternal, showing us that before
He laid the foundations of .the earbh before He 'gave to
“the sea His decree that it should not pass His command-
ments, before He stretched out the heavens as a curtain,
and stretched it out as a tent to dwell in — before He
made anything. He planned our redemption?

Think of the long prophetic preparation for His com-
ing. This is but one of many prophecies ‘which. pointed
to the advent of the Eternal Son.of 'God. His earthly
life was but a parenthesis in His eternal existénce, when
the Invisible and the Infinite clothed Himse'f, veiled
Himself in human flesh, in order that He might reveal
Himself and-show us in His own Person the face of God.
I ask again, What bearing has the fact that through
all the passage of the centuries, and the gradual unfold-

ing of the plans of God, the ancient prophecies relating .

ultimately to our Lord, and before that to those who
should prepare His comm-g — ‘what does it mean to us
that when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of J udaea, when
the hour ordained from all eternity struck, and God came
as He had planned to-come, what does it mean? Never
once did He vary His .plan. Never once did He amend it.
Never once did He add by ,one jot or tittle to the provi:
sions'of His eternal covenant. And I 'know that “whatso-
ever ‘God doeth, it shall be for ever.” I was talking to
=omebody who was connected with one of the great
railways, and he-told me of one thing that had involved
a great expendlture of money, hundreds of thousands of
dollarg — for aught I know, millions. This man said,
“That is our white €lephant”. T said,
‘mean?”’ . “Everybody knows 1t was a mistake.” “Why,”
I said,“*do great corporatlons like yours make- mistakes,

. and spend money in ways that are not profxtable, 80 that_ :
A few of

"you wish you had it to spend over again 7

. You can remember when ‘the: ‘old Union Station was
. buit. I“wonder why they did not build one big enough

while. they were at it? Can you.tell. me? Now we have
another and they are busy elevating the tracks through
the- c1ty to accommodate changed: conditions. Just mow

*" the papers are full of the discussion of a certam Town

Planning Scheme.’
from the beginning ?

. wonder ‘why there shouild be so much truth in that
~old idea that meost cities. were planned by a ‘cow path

I wonder why 1t was - not planned

°_ through the pasture, shd-thén rsome'body went after and

DS

Christmas was but the disclosure of the face of

- which relates to our salvation.

“What do you’

somebody”went after, and that became the main ‘street '
of the city. Why: was it not planned? Why should we
need to spend millions and- millions of dollars tearing
down “buildings, cutting streets where there are no
streets, making streets wider, correcting the mistakes of
those who have gone before us — and making some more,

- 50 that those who come after will still have mistakes to

correct? 1 wonder why we do things like that? It is
simply because we cannot see into the -future. We know
not what a day nor an hour may bring forth. ’

iThere is a city that will need no town-planning scheme
to get.it straight. The size of it is determined, and how
it is going to be built. The wall§ are-all arranged for,
as are the mansions that are going to be built there.
And I am positive that it will not be foind too small.
There will not be some new method of moving about
discovered so that the street will have fo be Wwidened
after we get there. I do not think. they will have to tear
up the golden streets, and put them down again. I do
not know what ‘some people would do if they were not
always tearing up and putting down the streets — tear--
ing them up and rputtmg them down. We must, not blame
anyone, for that is because we cannot see ahead. But
when we come into the realm of this revelation we come .
into another world, and we see that things were planned -
frém everlasting, that -the histoiy of the race was pre- -
written, that into that prophetic mould all history is run, o
and God never changes it a bit. '

i

That is more manifestly true of that great mat-ter
There are many people |

who are trying to.invent a new gospel. T said .to a

" young man some years ago, “What are you going to' do

now?’ He had just resigned his- pastorate by the
unanimous consent of his congregation, and' I said to
him, “What are you going to-do?”’ He said, “I am going
to take a post-graduate course.” 'He had taken several
already, but he was going to ‘take another! That is a
sort.of strategic retreat, you know. That is a com-
fortable way for.a minister to cover the utter failure ‘of”
his ministry. This young man was gomg to take a- post-
graduate course. 1 said, “I thought you had spent’ a
good part of your life in university ?"’ T“do not-know how-
many degrees he had. “Well,” I said, “What are you
going to do?” He replied, “I am ‘going to specialize in
certain subjects, because I think the great need of the
hour is that we should know how to re-state the gospel.”
Poor man! When God states a thing, it does not need to
be re-stated. It is'so well stated that you cannot improve
on it at all, and the best thing for us to do is to accept
His statement, and believe it, because it never has been
changed. - He Who came to ‘Bethlehem came ‘by no accx-,
dent, for “His goings forth are from of old, from ever-
lasting.” .

Some young man says “That is all very well sir, but’
do.you not know. that. in the ,sphere of navigation, for
instance, the mariner’s compass was invented,-and that
we have many.mechanical aids to-day? Do you not think
in this great matter of pilotting the soul. from this life
into the other- that' the human brain. could do somethin@
to assist?” I have hever yet heard that a marinetr’s com-.
pass was at variance with the pole star! { 'have never,
yet heard that fundamental bhmg-s were changed. We - -

may have some few mechanical aids in.order to the under-: -_°
_standing of ;them, and to assist in the” application of -

certain well-'known laws to our own movement. Ask the
expert chemist if there is any advance in the way wheat .
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is matured to-day over the day in which Joseph lived?
Is the wheat-of our-Western prairies produced by the
operation of the samerlaws of assimilation and growth?
" We may learn how to_till the. soil a little better. - We
may learn how to put the seed in in rows, and how to
reap the grain by mechanical -aid; but the chemistry of
the soil, the lawns which 'govern 'growth are everlastingly
the same.

You cannot grow a flower but by obedience to God’s
laws. It matters not into what realm-you go, electricity,
chemistry, physiology, any realm, the, best the human
mind can do is to-discover how, in this particular realm,
God is operating; and then to bring one’s self into con-
formity with that inexorable law, That is all we can do.
Did you ever hear of a physician’s proposing a substi-
tute for blood? “The life of the flesh is in the blood.”
Who said so? God said so. 'Why" Because He had or---
dained that it. should be so, that is why. And with all
your advancement you cannot unwnte that which is’
written, nor can you change the Qperatlon of that law

" by.a hair’s breadth. All your science is of value only in
the measpre in which it helps you to un'derstand that
which God has ordained.

- When we come into the realm of the Splnt what a
blessing it is to Elmow that just as He prepared .His earth

for our habitation physically, supplying all our needs,
the laws governing climate, the production of certain
fruits, and all the rest of it, fitting this earth for our
habitation, so He anticipated our coming, and He Who
came to be our Saviour, planned to come before the

worlds were made, and never changed His course at all-

And at last. He appéared_saying, “Here I am, your
Saviour.” What have we to ‘do? Simply rejoice in .the
fact that He Who was born for us, Who lived for us,
Who died for us, Who. was buried for us, Who rose again
for us, 'Who ascended into the glory for us, and is inter-
ceding for us, is some day coming again for us. You do
not need to change a bhi-n-g, ‘but just accept the precious
Word of God, and reJome in this great fact, for “we
know that the Son of God is come, and hath g'xven us an
understanding, that we may know him that is true.”

Let us pray. . .

We thank Thee, O Lord, for this perfect redemptlon We

pray that our meditation this morning may be used of the -
Holy Spirit to enable us more completely and unwaveringly

to rest upon the promises of the eternal Word, believing
that Thou art but fulfilling Thine eternal counsels of grace;
and that, as Thou hast kept Thy word thus far, Thou wilt
keep it to the end, for Thy falthfulness reaches even unto the
heavens, and we know that God is true.. Accept the worship
of our hearts, 0 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, through the
‘merit of the precious blood... Amen....

ﬁ%&mﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁmﬁﬁgﬁ%ﬁi

© @hristmag ,@rwti@ﬁ to the Fauily

DURING the Chnsfmas season many of our readers will be ga'rhermg in family groups for feshvr}y and
worship. The great fact of which this time speal:s is the birth of the Lord Jesus: Christ when "the

Word was made flesh and dwelt among - us.”

A secondary accompammenf of the season, however, is the

busy world and enjoy a time of fellowship and relaxation.

-

»

trust 'l-hai' your prayers, in turn, will ascend fo God on our behalf = >

consideration of a family day when, in the quietness and peace of our Homes, we may turn aside from a %
! . \

Thosé who are associated with the paper have feli' very keenly fhe loss of i'he guiding hand of the

founder who regarded each reader as a valued member of the family.” The Lord has been gracious, how-

ever, and has supplied needed grace and strength for this labour in the gospel and has added new mem-

bers to our expanding family of readers.

~

gospel messenger our hearty wishes for spiritual blessings and true joy. May each bellever know this bless-

ing of the Lord which’ maketh rich and . addefh no sorrow 'I'herefo

% All across the world will be found members of our own GOSPEL WITNESS family and, alfhough we shall
g be unable fo meet as one company during the holiday season, our fhoughfs will be with each and all.

The Board of Directors and. the Editors ‘of THE GOSPEL WITNESS send to every reader of fhls ;ﬁ

)

&%ﬁ%%%%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁ%&%
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- Papalized Protestan’rlsm or Pro'res’ranhzed Popery

N TO RGME!” This could well be the watchwmd
and marching orders of much of modern -Protes-
tantism which is out-Romanizing the Romanists. Such
a deplorable trend should cause deep concern and alarm
in the hearts of Christians for. it is surely abominable
in the eyes of the Lord. 'The larger Protestant groups
are rapidly forfeiting a great heritage by default. The
-enemies, in many cases, are found not only on the out-
side but in places of leadership.in the Protestant ranks.
Church leaders and local ministers are seemingly intent
upon importing in a wholesale fashion the practices,
empty ceremonies and the pomp of the Roman Catholic
Church.
The architecture of some recently-constructed church

buildings indicates that there is more than a passing:

- admiration for. things Roman. The pulpit which once
occupied the central place in the Methodist, Baptist and
Presbyterian churches is now relegated to the side while
an altar, replete with a brass cross has been imported
and placed where it will claim the attention of the dazzled
and benumbed worshippers. This heralds more than a
mere change ‘in the position of the church furniture;
rather it is an indication of a deeper symptom for the
preaching of the Word of God through which men are
saved is also discounted by those who prefer empty cere-
monies. 'The “chancel” of the new Protestant building
can hardly be distinguished from its Roman counterpart
except that the latter has images in evidence. Candles
too have been dragged into the Protestant sanctuary.
The minister, bedecked in colourful garb, flits hither
and yon from pulpit to “reading desk” while the choir
and congregation chant in an unintelligible manner. No
one can deny that the whole affair is quite a show for
it could appeal to the eye and the ear; we are just as
certain that it overlooks the greatest need of the souls
of men for there is no word as to hovy people are to be
prepared for* that time when they shall have to meet the
Judge of all the earth. At that terrible moment, these
popish innovations will seem as empty toys that mock the
soul.

What has brought about this change? What change has
taken place that Protéstantism which once gloried in
a spiritual message must now resort to cheap but colour-
ful performances? -

The great contributing factor is modernism which de-

nies the great realities of the gospel such as the author-
ity of the Word of God, the sinfulness of man, the Deity
of Christ and the need of regeneration. When'the vgospel
is thus robbed of its content, only an empty shell remains
and ‘this must be adorned in order to appeal to the senses
of those who are held captive by sin. , This spiritual
nothingness is rendered attractive to the carnal mind by
adorning ity with elaborate ceremonies.

Our hearts ache whenever we come into contact with
_this ritualistic brand of decadent Protestantism for it
has the same ‘paralyzing effect upon its followers as
does .Rome. In speaking of false teachers, Jude uses
some descriptive terms that could well apply to these
Romish importations — “clouds they are without water,
carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth,
without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots.”

The devotees of this ritualized Protestantism seem as

-
]

-,

persuaded as any Roman Cathohc that these perform-
ances are the sum and substance of rehglon One seems
nearly helpless in its presence for there is a hollow, rev-
erent air about it with a quasi-Biblical terminology. Yet
dead ceremonialism is in sharp oppositioh to the gospel
of Jesus Christ.

‘We have no desire to deal in generalities or to make
accusations or insinuations that lack substantiation. It
is necessary that we cite examples of that of which we
speak. In so doing, we shall be open to the charge that we
lack “diplomacy” and “charity”; we covet nothing of dip-
lomacy and long only for Seriptural charity. Those who
have a I6Ve of God’s truth and fear the face of God more
than the scorn of men will find true charity in our con-
viction that we fully serve 'God only -when we have point-
ed out error.

A specific example of last week caused us to write on
this matter of dead formalism. On Thursday evening,
December 8, we attended a service held in Timothy Eaton
Memorial (Church (United) in Toronto. The service
was held under the auspices of the General Council of

" the United Church of Canada for the purpose of afford-

ing a public welecome to the visiting Soviet Russian -
Orthodox clergymen.

As the evening progressed we tried in vain to imagine
any of the apostles taking part in such a performance.
The simplicity which is in Christ was conspicuous by its
absence and in ifs place was a coldness and formality
that was lifeless and depressing. The chanting, the
prayers read by the kneeling congregation, the colourful
procession, the candles, the raised “altar” and the cross
all'made us wonder if we were actually in a Protestant
building,

We shudder to think that this performance could be
typical of the United churches of this land. If it is then
it is time that voices are raised warning-believers in the
larger denominations that they are being drugged by a
popish anaesthetic. If that service was representat-lve
of the sentiments and desires of the leaders of modern
Protestantism, then we are but one step removed from
high Anglican-is-m and two steps removed from Rome.

We were not too surprised when the Russian clerics
crossed themselves before the “cross” nor when one,
after preaching, kissed the hand of his “superior” for
it is ‘well known that the Russian Orthodox 'Church is
a thinly-veiled form of Romanism. Let all ponder this
however — modern Protestantism is well on the way
to the adoption of similar practices which are but indi-
cative of a deeper unbelief in the gospel of grace. This
process has gone so far that these “Protestants” can
have fellowship with those who are held captive by dead
ritualism. '

MY COVENANT DOLLAR-A-MONTH CLUB

Desiring to have a vital part in the work of the furtherance
of the Gospel, I hereby pledge One Dollar per month, to be
applied to the Church Extension Loan Fund of The Conserva-
tive Regular Baptist Association of Canada. This money will,
be loaned out to deserving causes to assist in the erection of
suitable places of worshnp ~(Matt. 28:19, 20)

Name ....... .
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$9,700.00 Raised in
Special Offering

INCE the passing of Dr. T.. T, Shields, readers of THE

“GOSPEL WITNESS and scores ‘6f friends of the late’
" Editor have written to ask what plans had been for-

mulated for a memorial to Dr. IShields. After careful
consideration the pastor and deacons.of Jarvis.Street
Baptist Church felt that the most fitting tribute would

be the establishment of a fund that would exténd the writ-

ten ministry of Dr. Shields. This fund would assist in
the publication of the proposed volumes of the Dr. T. T,

" Shields’ Memorial Library and in furthering the in-

fluence and c1rculatlon of THE GOSPEL WITNESS. -
Dr. Slade announced during -last week that a special

. offering would be taken on Sunday to -launch the Me-

morial Fund. The people of the church responded nobly
and, in addition to the regular offering, -$9,700.00 was
raised at the two services.
We know that many other friends desire to contribute
to this work and during the coming weeks we look for
a large return.

'Printed below is the letter wh1ch Dr, Slade sent to the -
Let all our readers regard it as a

church members.
personal letter to each of thém. - ,

Dear Fellow-Member
Ever since the passmg of.our Hlustrious Pastor, Dr. T T.

‘Shields, nearly nine months ago, the matter of the best

possible method of continuing and exteénding the publication
of his works, has been under consideration. After thorough
investigation and careful thought, the Deacons have come to
the unanimous opinion that Drz Robert Dubarry’s suggestion
to establish a Foundation for this " purpose is by far the best
one. This Foundation will be known as:

THE DR. T. T. SHIELDS’ MEMORIAL FUND ., -

During the last few years of his life and ministry here

there was nothing Dr. Shields cherished more than the hope
that the publlcatlon of hls works, consisting of” sermons and
writings, might be, both in THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS, and
in book form, not only continued, but greatly extended. °

In the-light of the imperative need in our day for ‘sound
evangelical literature, we have every reason to believe that

- the announcement of such a plan will be received, not only

by the members of our church, but by hosts of others out-
side, with great enthusiasm. :

In order to put the Fund on a solld basis, which would for
many years to come guarantee the maintaining of this vital

ministry, it ought to be endowed- with at least_$30,000.00. .

While many large gifts will be necessary to enable us to

‘reach this desired goal, every contribution of whatever size

will certainly help.
The Fund will be used to strengthen and enlarge the

ministry of THE GOSPEL WITNESS, and te publish vol- -
You will be interested to.

‘Shields’ serinons.
know also that a biography of Dr. Shields is in process of

" being written. As he was for years by fdr the most-out-

standing - figure in ‘“Canadian Baptlst History”, this bio-

graphy, when ready for publmatlon, 1s bound to be in great y

demand.
We. cannot thmnk of anything more appropriate than that

. THE DR. SHIELDS’ MEMORIAL: FUND should be started
. next Sunday by a Special Christmas Thankoffering taken by
the Church which he pastored for mearly forty-five- years,~

and by the people whom he loved most. L.

In makmg\ our gifts to thls Fund a Thankoffering, espe-
cially at this time of ‘the year, when we are thinking of His
Unspeakable Glft to us, we shall, we beheve, greatly honour

R

. ‘\

This is only the beginning!

‘ number

We enclose an offering envelope, and if yon are unable to

-put in your gift by next Sunday, December 11th, please send

it as soon as possible. -

Wlshmg you the Season’s Greetings, and the blessmg of
the Lord as you seek to serve Him during the coming year.

Heartlly yours in His Glad Service,
(H. C SLADE — Pastor)

»

Brazil: Baptists Rejoicing; -
' Romanlsts Furious™

HE gospel is enjoying new trlumphs in the South
American country of Brazil. Often we think of that
countly as being a-Roman Catholic preserve but the_
fact is that evangelicals are making headway. We rejoice
especially that our Baptist brethren are’ seeing many
souls saved, 'Christians baptized and churches estab- .
lished. In a recent newsletter from that land, a beloved
Baptist missionary, W. 'C. Taylor, tells us that there are
101 Baptist churches in the capital city of Rio de Janeiro.
Across the land new testimonies are being established
and these churches im ‘turn are assuming the responsi-
bility of evangehzmg outlying communities. -

How does the Church of Rome regard these gospel vie-
tories of the Baptists and other evangellcals" The Jesuit
magazine Relations (published in Montreal) of Decem-
ber, 1955, carries an article on Braz1l One paragraph
of that article reads as follows: -

., The” Enemies of Brazil

“The heart of thé Brazilian priest bleeds when he sees
Protestants opening churches, schools, foundmg works
and drawing the baptized (ICatholics) unto themselves
with funds from the-United States. During the last few
years the Protestants have increased ten times. They
2,000,000. at the present, with 4,522 pastors.
eilg‘hty-’five per cent of whom are Brazilians,. whereas
the Catholic priests are hardly 10,000 in number for
a population of 50,000,000 baptized (ICatholics). Let us
add that the Protestants mairtain among other things.
88 -secondary schools and 8,000 Sunday Schools. In 1958
they spread 1,609,000 Bibles throughout Brazil in addi-
tion to their seventy magazines. Let us not be afraid
to affirm that these active Protestants and :the Ameri-

cans who support them are domg an unpatriotic and -

anti-national work by sowing division. Brazil musgt re-
main a. Catholic nation. This-is the condltlon for its
peaceful unity and for its stab1llty

It is encouraging. to know that the gospel is making
such progress that' Rome is alarmed How the papal
-church hates the liberty which- is afforded to all in
Brazil¥ Much more to her liking is’ the oppression of
Colombia, for Romanism cannot stand the prospect ‘of
competltlon w1th the glorlous gospel )

-

~ We may live well enohgh on plain food Wlthout daint-

* ies, but not on dainties w1thout plain food. Let us thank
. God that what.'is most needful- and useful is generally

most cheap and common. .
—A practlcal observation by MATTHEW HENRY

. . Ld
© . . . -
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" English
Bible

Course

' ELEVENTH LE®TURE
* in the
ENGLISH BIBLE COURSE
TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY . 7~
By Dr. C D. Cole
December 8th, 1955
) PAUL’S PERSONAL PREFERENCE
s ' Philippians 1:12-26 ) )

’ IT-'I‘S worth the trip to this place just to hear these

young men of God, talented and yet modest, sing the
gospel of Jesus Christ.” .

“For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to-

depart, and to be with 'Christ; which is far better.” In
, the scripture we have before us tonight, we have Paul’s
state of mind, while a prisoner in Rome. I wonder what
my staté of mind would be under similar circumstances.
Paul’'s reaction to his imprisonment is revealeéd in this
letter to this brethren at Philippi. It is suggested that
the Philippians had written Paul concerning the effect
. of his imprisonment upon ‘the cause of Christ.- They

either wrote a letter expressing concern or else Epaphro- -

d@tu-s thad " conveyed their concern to him. The Philip-
pians had heard very little about Paul for about four
years or since he had sailed from Philippi on his last
journey to Jerusalem. But they'did know that he was in

prison, and the thought of his imprisonment had stirred.

them up to send Epaphroditus with financial help who
would also tell Paul of their deep concern for him per-
s-o_na;lly_, an'g also for the gospel which he had so zealously
proclaimed. But now that he is in- prison they are
_distressed about the ‘missionary program. -

. 1. .
) Paul’s Good News (v. 12)

So at verse twelve we have his sudden transition to this
very question. He seems eager to get to the matter
for he has good news to tell. We are always glad to tell
good news and just as glad to hear good news. This
good news from\ Pail had more to do with the gospel

*

than it%had to do 'wi’th' himself. And so he says, “But I

would ‘ye should understand, brethren, that the things
which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the
furtherance of the gospel.” Paul does not 'go into detail
.about what has happened to him. He considers that of
a.small importance as compared with what had+happened

- to the gospel. He might have recited a long story about -

his . experiences from that day when he was seized in
Jerusalem up to the present time. He might have writ-
ten about his experiences at eourt both lat~Caesarea and
in Rome, but he doe§ not discuss these matters. He

.might have dwelf.on his prison life telling of the dis- -

comforts of being chained to a soldier day and night,

week after week, month_after month, year after year,
but he does not speak of these things. He might have
written about the poor quality of the prison fare or.lack
of food, but he will only a little later tell the ‘Philippians
that he has learned that in-whatsoever state he is in,
therewith to+be content. Paul writes ‘as a joyful Chris-
tian; he has nothing but good news to tell, and through-
out the epistle he seeks to engender joy in the hearts of
the Philippians. Oh, he does indeed speak of his bonds
but nothing about his defense. The defense is always
of the gospel. So he hastens to tell the Philippians that™
the gospel has not suffered, He is bound but the 'gospel
is ‘free. He cannot go about preaching, but men can and
do come to him arid the gospel has not been silenced.
What had happened to him had advanced the gospel’ of
Christ. . . , -

Evil Overruled For Good .o

God had overruled everything for the gospel’s sake.
Paul could say to his enemies- what Joseph said to his
brothers, “Ye though evil against me; but God meant it
unto good.” Paul. saw 'God’s hand making the wrath of
man to’ praise Him. Paul's enemies had caused his
mouth to be stopped. in Judea, but God had overruled so
that they had unwittingly become the occasion of his
mouth. being opened in the world’s metropolis. ‘We have
so many examples of God overruling the gins of men to
His own praise. 'The imprisonment of the ark of Israel
was the fall of Dagon. Paul’s thorn in the flesh was the
occasion for God’s grade in his soul. Paul's weakness.
became the occasion for God’s strength. 'M’an’s extremity
i5 God’s opporf;unjty. . .

Luke’s Story of Paul’s Imprisonment +

Luke concludes his story of:missions in the book of
Acts with a brief account of Paul’s two_years as a pris-
oner in Rome. Luke says, “when we came to Rome, the
centurion’ delivered the prisoners to the captain of the
guard: but Paul was suffered to dwell by himself with a
soldier that kept him.” Three days after Paul’s arrival
in Rome he called the chief Jews. of the city together to’
tell them his story, the story of his arrest in Jerusalem,
of his two years’ imprisonment at Caesarea, and his’
reason for appealing to Caesar. And he tells these chief !
Jews that he has not come to bring any charge against
his nation, that he had not done anything against the
people or against the customs of the fathers, and that
for the hope of Israel he is bound. This raises a ques-

“ tion concerning the truth of that statement since Paul’s

whole life as a Christian~had been spent in fighting /
Judaism and in a denial of the law way of salvation.”’
But the answer is simple. 'Paul knew that the Mosaic
system was, but typical and that all the types had found
fulfilment in ‘Christ and 'Christianity. Paul knew that
the real Jew was a believer in Jesus 'Christ. What the
fathers did" in their day .was according to the divine
order of things. But those things were. predictive of a -
new order under a new and a better covenant. Paul was-
no more against the Old Testament than are we when
we refuse to preach and practice the sacrificial system
of the Old Covenant. No man is fighting Mbses and the
law by believing on the- Lord - Jesus Christ. ' Paul was_
bound for the hope. of Israel. And the only hope of.
Tsrael, or anybody else mow or, at any other time, is the
Lord Jesus Clirist. Now these Jews tell Paul that they
had had no criticism concerning him from any _source,

. but” that they had heard of Christians as a sect that

'
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wag everywhere spoken against. With a desire to hear
his-story they set a'day when they would come in larger
numbers to hear what he has to say: And when that
day came they came, and Paul took the whole day ex-

. pounding the scriptures, testifying the kingdom of God

and persuading them concerning Jesus. That must have
been a Red Letter Day, one of the great days in the life
of Paul. Paul was no cold logician. He was a loving
evangelist pleading with his own flesh and blood. to
receive Jesus ‘Christ as their Lord and Saviour. And I

- think he must have pleaded with them that day in tears

* his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the _

" rest.”

for he often prayed and preached in tears. Luke an-
nounces the results by saym'g that some believed and
some dishelieved.

Paul Causes a Division

And when the Jews could not agree among themselves,
they departed, after Paul had quoted Isaiah in explana-
tion of Israel’s: unbelief. He then tells them that the
gospel is sent unto the ‘Gentiles and they will hear. Some
of these Jews were persuaded by Paul’s arguments from
the ‘scriptures and were converted to faith in Jesus
. Christ. Others must have been stunned and provoked
and made more bitter against the gospel of Jesus Christ.
So Paul like His Lord has caused another division.
iChrigt did not come to unite the world but according to
His own words to divide it. “Think not that T am come
to.send peace on earth: T came not to send peace, but
a sword. For I am come to set a man at variance against

daughter-in-law’ against her mother-in-law. And a man’s
- foes shall be they of his own household.”, Read Matthew
ten verse, thirty-five and the following vérses. Christ did
not inaugurate a program to unite the religions of the
world. He did not come with an inclusive gospel that
would bring together people of all religious opinions.
Luke’s account raises another question. It said nothing
about any of the Christians visiting Paul. There was
a large church in Rome and they had received a letter

* from Paul some four years prior to this tirne. Moreover,

they knew that Paul was in Rome for many of them had
gone to ‘meet him some going as far as The Three Tav-
erns and some going as far as the Apii Forum, whom
when he saw, he thanked '‘God and took courage. It
-goes without saying, and Luke 'does not think it necessary
for him to speak of the wvisit of the Christians to Paul
while in prison. All the saints join him in the closing
salutation and some of them belong to 'Caesar’s house-

. hold. Liuke ends his mission story by saying that for two

whole years Paul dwelt in his own hired house, receiv-
ing alliwho came to him, preaching the kingdom of God,
and teaching those things that .concern the Lord Jesus
Christ, with all confidence, no man forb-iddinghim.

II.
Paul’s Bonds Promotes the Gospel (13 18)

Now back to our epistle. In verses thlrteen and
eighteen we are told the ways in which_Paul’s imprison-
ment had advanced the gospel. He says, “So. that my
bonds in 'Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in
all other places.” The Revised Version ‘is preferable,
“throughout the whole Praetorian Guard, and to all the
- The Praetorian Guard was the emperor’s body-
guard. This Guard consisted of nine cohorts. of a thou-
sand men each. These soldiers received double pay and
enJoyed s-pec1aJl pr1v1]eges and each one of them had the

P

rank of a centurion in the regular Roman legions. They
became a powerful force in the life of Rome and some of
the emperors had to court their fayor. Now one of these
soldiers had.charge of Paul day and night. And every
time there was a change of Guard Paul would have a
new audience, a new listener. These soldiers would talk,

.in their barracks about the strange prisoner who would

talk about nobody but the IChrist. And so it got to be
published that Paul was in prison because of iChrist.
That furthered the ‘gospel. Many of thes¢ soldiers must

have been saved-for they are included in Caesar’s house- _

hold along with all the men of rank in the government.
It became known everywhere that Paul’s bonds were be-
cause ofChrist. Nobody could think of Paul without
thinking of Christ. Paul was not just another prisoner
come to Rome hoping to hear a favourable verdict from
iCaesar. Nero had never dealt with a prisoner like Paul.
Here was a man who made no personal defence. All he
talked about was.Christ and the kingdom of God. 1Tt
‘was not Paul who was on trial after all. It was the
gospel*of the Lord Jesus ‘Christ. Blessed is the Christian
against whom no c/harge can be made save his loyalty to.
the Lord Jesus Christ. ' y

, ™ Timid Brethren to the Front

Another way Paul’s bonds furthered the gospel was
that many of the hitherto timid brethren waxed bold by
his boiids and began preaching Christ. Paul's -bonds un-
loosed many tongues. The binding of one preacher re-
leased many preachers with the gospel of Christ.
clipping of Paul’s wings gave wings to the gospel. “Cut
‘of the eater came forth meat, and out of the.strong
came forth sweetness.” Oh! how wonderful that God
makes the wrath of man to. praise Hifn. Paul’s boldness
to speak in bonds-moved others to speak. Paul’s boldness
in bonds gave others ‘courage. Soldiers almost intui-
tively follow a vbrave captain. -

Self-Seekmg Preachers

Verse fifteen speaks of ‘mi¥ed motives among the
preachers. Some preached (Christ out of envy and strife
and-some of good will. 'Some preached IChrist with envy
towards Paul, They were énvious of Paul’s prominence.
Paul was getting too much publicity. If they had daily
newspapers ‘Paul was making the headlines day after
day and these self-seeking preachers could not stand
that. And so they said, We'll preach Christ with a vim
and we’ll let the world know that Paul is not ther only
pebble .on the beach. We’'ll push him off the front page
‘of the dailies. And they expected this to excite envy on
the part of Paul. And they knew by experience that

T envy was very painful and therefore they would add the

pain of envy to Paul’s bonds. But this crowd did not
know Paul. They. did not know of his purity of motives.
They did not understand that nothing mattered to Paul
but ~the glory of Christ. What they were doing in
preaching Christ did not make Paul resentful but happy.
Paul was wrapped .up in the gospel and these selfish
brethren were wrapped up in themselves. Paul’s idea of
success ‘was to so live that IChrist would be honoured.”
‘He wanted to be nothing so that Christ could be every-
thing. He was willing to sink that the gospel might
swim. He would decrease that Christ- might increase.
Who~“were these men thus preaching Christ with such a
bad motive? Dr. Robertson (I respect his authority as
much as anybody’s,) and others, think that they were
Judaizers. But 'I cannot go along with that. The

The
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Judaizers did.not preach Christ as the whole Saviour.
They preached Christ plus. They wanted to add to Paul’s
gospel. And to add to (Christ is to take from Christ.

~ Dr. Robertson says in his word studies that some Christ

is better than no Christ. . But he misses the point. Some
Christ is no Christ. - “Christ will be_all in all or nothing
at all. The gospel is Christ only. These brethren preached
Christ, the true gospel, but with a bad motive. They
preéched- a pure gospel with an impure motive. Paul
was not endorsing their motive. He criticizes it severely.
But he does endorse the subject of their preaching. They
were preaching Christ the true gospel. Their motive was
bad. He criticized it. They were hypocrltlcal as to their
motives pretending to love when they did not. But he
rejoices that Christ is preached. Paul never rejoiced in
the preaching of the Judaizers.

The Motive of Love

* 10thers preached Christ out of love and good will; love
to "God and good will to Paul. ‘They preached Christ
with a good motive. They were inspired by Paul's de-
fence. They saw that Paul was set for the defence of
the gospel. They identified Paul’s bonds with the gospel
of Christ:- Paul’s boldness and unselfishness bring them
to the front not for publicity’s sake but out of love. A
soul aflame for 'Christ will have power to kindle a flame
in other souls. There is a story of a Scottish martyr
named Patrick Hamilton whose constancy at the stake
touched many hearts and moved men to boldness. And
one day a man said to ICardinal Beaton, “If you burn
any more, you should burn them in cellars for the smoke

of Mr. Patrick Hamilton has infected as many as it

blew upon.” The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the

. c¢hurch. And the devil never acted more of a fool than

when he fried to |dJestro,y Christianity with the sword and
So Paul rejoices that Christ is preached. He
would rather have men preach 'Christ in love but he has
no personal resentment towards those who -preaoh ‘Christ
to hurt him. Whether Christ is preached in pretence, or
in love, Paul is glad. . -

II1. ~
Paul’s Calmness in the Face of Death (19-26)

Now in verses nineteen to twenty-six Paul faces the
two alternatives of life and death and gives us his state
of mind concerning these two things. Paul’s consummg
ambition to magnify Christ made him bold and calm in
the face of danger and death: Histrial is about over and
the verdict will soon be forthcoming. What will it be?
What does Paul want it to be? If Paul could enfer the
heart of Nero and render the verdict himself what would

it be? Well, he frankly says that he 'does. not know. -

“What I shall chocse I wot not.’* Paul is more interested

_in salvation in another sense than release from prison.
. He says I know -that all this shall turn to my salvation

through your prayers, and the supply of the. Spirit of

"Jesus Christ. Paul here speaks of a future salvation by

which he neither means deliverance, from hell nor de-
liverance from prlgon, but deliverance from the danger
of compromising the gospel of Jesus IChrist, in the final
hours of his trial He wants to magnify Christ whether
by life or by death. He wants to.be bold and unashamed .
to the very last breath that he draws. In times of-martyr-
dom many professors weaken and compromise their faith
to- save their necks. But Paul wanted to be delivered
from such weakness and he believed he would be. Paul

C .

- depending upon the ‘Holy ‘Spirit.

ra e

did not believe that the would: of himself stand firm in
the face of death. He believed his, deliverance would come
through the prayers of the—Philippians and through the
supply of the Spirit of Jesus -Christ. Paul was not
depenamg on himself but on the Holy Spirit -to enable
him to give a bold testimony to the very end. I think
Paul must have been thinking about the words of Christ
to His disciples before He went away when He told them
that the ‘Holy ‘Spirit would tell them what to say when
they were brought before earthly judges. And Paul is
He believes the Holy
Spirit will enable him to be bold and give him the words
to say at his trial, He will not fail Christ because the

Holy iSpirit will not fail him. And notice he does not .:

say as if boasting, T will magnify Christ. But he says,
He shall be magmfxed in my body, both in life and in

_ death.

Paul’s Dilemma ~

Now while waiting for the verdict Paul finds himself
in a dilemma. As he faced the two alternatives of life
and death he was in a strait betwixt the two. He did not
know what to choose because he did not know God’s
secret will.
depart and to be with Christ; which is far better. But
he will not make .this desire his choice. The choice is not
his to make but God’s. Paul does not desire to depart
and to be with Christ because he was tired of living,
but because of the superlative glory of Jesus Christ, and

_of presence with Him. Many people want to leave this
life because they are tired of living, and my friends if
our lives are not in Christ sooner or later every one of
us will become tired of living. But that was not why
Paul wanted to depart. He was not choosing between
‘something bad and something good. He was'choosing be-
tween the 'good and something better. To livé would be
good because it would mean to serve Christ and have
fruit of his labour. But to die would be better because
it would mean Christ in a better sense. But he says, I
don’t know what to choose and I'm not making any
choice. Paul says if the verdict is life it means living
for Christ, If it is death it means living with Christ in
glory. If it is life it means fruit of labour. Paul wi
not choose but he believes God’s will means-a favourable

_verdict and his release from prison. Paul is confident
that he will abide and continue with the Philippians for
the furtherance and joy of their faith and having this
confidence he says, “I know that I shall abide and con-
tinué with you.” This is a little technical but I think

—~it is worth noticing. This was not absolute knowledge.
This was not knowledge based upon any direct revelation
from God. The way the trial was proceeding there was
evidence of a favourable verdict and. Paul thinking about
the needs of the Philippians was confident that he would
be released for further ministry among them. And hav-
ing this confidence, he said, I know that I shall abide
and continue with you. It issomewhat like the knowl-
edge he had when he addressed the Ephesian elders at
‘Miletus. * In addressing them he said, “I know that ye
all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of
God shall see my face no more.” Now this knqwledge
was based upen thé testimony of the Holy Spirit that
bonds and imprisonment awaited Paul in Jerusalem, but
no direct revelation from God that it would mean death.
And so Paul basing his lnowledge upon this testimony
of ‘the Holy Ghost about bonds.and 1mpr1sonments said
to the Ephesians, I know that ye shall see my.face no

He had a personal preference which was to -
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_more: Now there-is rather good evidence that some of
them at least saw him again because after his release
from prison he visited those parts and perhaps Philippi
and other places. So he was not talking- about an abso-,
lute” knowledge but a knowledge based upon his confl-
dence that because he was needed there would be a
favourable verdict, and he would abide and continue with
the Philippians. . -And while for personal reasons he
would iike to depart and be with ‘Christ, he will be glad
Ao abide and minister to them. ' Their needs are more’
1mportant than his personal pleasure. What is needful
for them is ‘more important than what is better for him.
It was more 1mportant for him to serve them than to
enJoy heaven a bit sooner. That was Paul’s emotion when
he faced the two alternatives of life and death. I don’t
make a choice. "I do have a personal preference. I am
conscxous of a desite to depart and-be with Christ. But
for the sake of the Philippians and others, I will be glad
to alblde and continue with you . v

-

v ° T e ’ '-d;
: Bulganm; in India;
ORLD {Communism has secured the attention of
people in recent weeks because_of the visit of
Premier Bulganin and Party ’Secretary Khruschev to
India and'Burma. If anyone needed further evidence of
_the divisive nature and real intent.of these. Communist
masters, it has surely been furnished by their brazen
utterances. While this carnival has been touring India,
Canada has been treated to a similar visit which has-a
religious flavour. Visiting our fair land have been
Archbishop Boris who describes himself as “the exarch
for North and South America of the Moscow patriarch-
ate”,” Archpriest Konstantin- "Ruzhitsky, rector of the
Moscow church seminary, ‘and another individual whom
The Toromto Star aptly depicts as.‘“a sombre, slightly
mysterious layman, Anatole Gorbachev, 39, described as
‘inspector of the 'Seminary’.” (The same paper tells of.
an incident that casts an interesting light on this “sem:
inary inspector” — “On-the way back to the hotel, one.
of the escorting Montreal policemen nudged a reporter,
indicated Gorbachev and asked — ‘What kind of a cop
is that guy? ‘He’s a seminary inspector,’ replied the
newsman. ‘Monswur T'm a policeman and know one
when I see one. (A

How are we to regdrd this visit of the ISov1et clergy-
men? We refuse to take the position that they should
be barred from our country for such a restriction~would'.
,mvolve a serious blow” to liberty and would only serve -
- a5 good propaganda material for, the Soviet masters. Of
more 1mportance however, is the fact that any such pro- -
hibitive measures could in time be enacted. logically .
. against innocent partles or even agalnst their present
_ authors. "1

'The Pplain.-fact is that ‘the «behavmurfand utterances of
these Russians have furnished abundant proof of Soviet
oppression to dny thoughtful person.  If-they ‘had come
to Canada; without the benefit of Umted Church spon-
. sorshlvg and apparent, condonement,- the people of. this’
country’ would have- had the issue clearly before- them

“Their own words+and acts have betrayed them. C

A disturbing factor, however, has obscured the plctur'e
Many persons haye’been misled by this visit for they

- A Trophy. of Grace

My brethren and sisters, as we study Paul we are apt
to exclaim, “What a man!” But we must not preach Paul.
We must preach Christ. And I have had a feeling at
times that there was danger that T was preaching Paul
rather than Christ. -And Paul would not want us to do-
that. When we preach Paul we are holding him~up only
as a trophy of divine grace. ‘We'are showing you.a man
who was completely mastered by the.Lord Jesus (Christ
and who had an all-absorbing ambition to magnify Christ
in life and in ‘death. So let us exclaim, “What a Saviour.
What amazing.grace that would cause the thrice holy

'God to do so much for hell deservmg and hell boun'd ’

sinners. HalleluJah' what a'Saviour!

“Pralse the ISavmur, ye who know Him;
Who can tell how much we cwe Him?
~ Gladly let us render to Him
All we are and have.”

. [ ] . [ ] " . . ~
Boris in -Canada!
tion in Russia is based upon their feeling that if a
Canadian dénomination sponsored the visit, then all must
be well in Russia. This reaction we have heard from
several quarters. The United Church of Canada will
stand condemned at the bar of history for having thus
lent an air of respectability and plausibility to thé
Russian lie. that there is freedom of worship in the
Soviet. Need we add that this fraternizing with those
who have obscured .and buried the gospel will require
an answer not at the bar of hlstory but before the
Judgment Seat of the universe?

Is There Freedom of Religion in Russia? -
- At his very first press conference in Canada, Arch-

. bishop Boris sounded the old cry that there is freedom

of religion in the Soviet. He affirmed that any Russian
can believe in.‘God and.practice those beliefs and added
that “many persons so believe dnd practice”. At other
press conferences he has reaffirmed his’ contentlon that
there is freedom under the red regime.

Is this true? There is abundant ev1dence to show that .

there-is no freedom of religion in the 'Soviet Union.’
On the contrary, the government itself aids and fosters
a vigorous anti-religious campaign and has rﬁthlessl)
suppressed the actlvxtres of the churches.

. Let us examine the facts and we dare anyone to: dem
them

First of all, the very 'basls of the Soviet pollcy is found
in the first decree. “On Separation of the Church from
the State-and the 'School from the Church:” This edict
was issued on January 23,-1918, three.months after the

red regime took power. In 1932 the Ruse_lan government - S
"issued a correspondence course which dealt with the in- .
Here are a few choice sen-- -

terpretation of this-decree.

tences from this course — “It is-necessary to emphasize

that "the Soviet Decree concerning the Separation of -~ -
. Church from State and.the [School from the Church, was
. from the beginning directéd agamst rehglon . . . this

decree cannot ‘be cosidered othermse than as a. measure :

deliberately 'directed agamst rehglon .~Soviet power
fights against religion’. : . Tn a few words the analysis
of the Decree may be summarlzed» .as follows: If the

have - not botliered. to read all the- -hewspaper accounts. *capitalistic separation of Church and State leads to the

. ’I‘heu- favourable judgment of the current religious situa-

M

free and hmg*hest development of rehglon the Sov1et_ :

B W O
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separation of Church and ‘State leads to the free and
final death of religion.”

. We could multiply quotations to show that the Soviet ~

leaders have always maintained and implemented a hos-
tile attitude toward ‘the churches. ' Anyone interested in
a well-documented book on- this subject should read
Church and State Behind the Iron (Cuftain. The book
is financed by the Free Europe Committee and has been
. prepared by lawyers who have escaped from the Soviet
satellite countries.

Not only is the Communist philosophy hostile to re-
ligion but the deeds of the Communists inditate that the
freedom of which Archbishop Boris speaks is unknown.

‘In 1922-1923 severe repressive measures were enacted .

dgainst churches and clergymen. Again in 1929-30
* severe measures including the execution of thousands of

. .clergymen were enacted which deprived the churches of

the right of property, the right to teach religion and even
the right to organization. When Archbishop Boris' main-
tains that the churches are unmolested he either is un-
aware of the facts or else he lies!

- As further proof that there is no freedom of religion
in the Soviet we cite an article in The Globe and qul of
December 13 The article follows: .

EDITOR CLAIMS REDS DENY JEWS CHURCH
e FREEDOM .

If there is religious freedom in Russia, it does not extend
to the 2,000,000 Jews who have been denied synagogues, a
la.ng'ua.ge pregss, Jewish schools and community centres.

This is the claim of Chaim Shurer, editor-in-chief of -Dav. ar,
Israel’s largest daily newspaper, who spent several weeks in

' CI/-IA‘PTER 24
THE FINAL BEATITUDE OF Tf—IE REDEEMED
Revelation 21:1-22:5

), ICCORDING to a rhythm which is now familiar to us
the vision to be interpreted in the book of Revela-
tion is p‘resented under a twofold aspeet: we- have, firsi-
aln tmtroductory revelation; secondly, a descriptive rev-
elation

- I. INTRODUCTORY REVELATIQN (21:1-8)

This first revelation successively depicts: A. The scene
of the final beatitude; B. Its actors.

A, The Scene of the Final Beatitude (21:1)._

From the accursed depths of the lake of. fire, the
seer’s eyes are rsuddenly carried toward a marvellous
spectacle That 1mpresswe contrast teaches a great and
obvious lesson

the Soviet Union recently. He addressed ithe 12th annual

Histadrut Conference at the King Edward Hotel.

In Moscow, with its 500,000 Jews, there is only one syna-
gogue, ‘the only place where Jews meet as Jews,. in the
iSoviet Union,” the newspaper editor ‘said. He told of.the

extreme difficulty he experienced in making contact with

Russian Jewry.

“I could not visit any Jewish community centre in Moscow,
Kiev, Odessa, Leningrad and Kishiniev and mmply ask how
matters were,” Shurer explained. “There are no. congrega-
tions, no community centres. I could not see a Jewish news-
paper_and talk to its ediors, simply because 'Hhere are no
Jewish newspapers published in Russia.”

The Israeli journalist said he -would have liked a glimpse
of Jewish life as reflected in the Jewish theatre, but he
found there was no such thing. And it was the same with
Jewish schools and libraries:

‘“Ewven Jewish homes were out of bounds for me,” he said.
“T did not en:ay any Jewish hospitality m the 40 days 1
spentt in Russia.”

If one needs further evidence of where Archbishop
Boris really stands it is found in his statements- which
he made in a press confereénce on December 12. The
Toronto Star records the question and answer as follows:
“Asked if he votes for the Communist ticket in elections,

Boris 'repliedi that he voted for the candidate, not the

party ‘and 1 haven’t backed a loser yet.” ‘Un'der the
Communist system of elections one could hardly back a
loser when all candidates are Reds! Freedom indeed!

The United Church is very free in uttermg censures *

against the ills of our Canadian society and is_more in-
terested apparently in social questions-than in spiritual
matters. Let us hear some clear pronouncement now
about the deceitful declarations which are being passed
as truth by that Church’s Russian guests.

A ?Devntmnal Zsinép iy

r:cha%mn

by Dr. gR “Dufsarry :

“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the
first heaven and fhe- flrst earth’ were passed away; and
there was no more sea.’

‘To. the inhabitants of the first rebelled and con-demned '

earth, the first heaven was distant, obscure and dread:

ful. But here, the -first heaven.and the first earth have-

“passed away”. A suggestive parallel passage found in
Hebrews 12 — completed by 2 Peter .8 —, which tell
us that “fire”, sent by the divine Judge Himself, is the
agent of destruction: “for our God. is a consuming fire”.
A great upheaval, both physical and moral, must com-
pletely stamp out .in heaven and on earth all that can
recall the revolt of mankind’

The new heaven and the new earth will henceforth

serve as a perfect background to the scenes — equally.

new — for which they will have -been conceived and
created. Since evil cannot have access to those blessed
places the divine presence will fill them with holmess,
happmess and glory
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To-avoid an inconsistency or a physical impossibility,
we must see in the disappearing of the sea a.symbolic
figure for the earthly end.of the ‘“peoples, multitudes;
nations, and tongues” wh1ch in chapter seventeen verse
fifteen, represented the “waters where the whore sit-
teth”. Not only the former scene but many of its actors
are now and for ever beyond the reach of the-apostle’s
eyes.

B. The Participants in the FinalBeatitude (21 2 8).

A new group, the elect people is not introduced onm the
scene.

(a) The elect people are first of all presented under’

two figures: the “holy city” and the “adorned bride”.
And that, in striking contrast with the twofold deserip-
tion of the false people of God, Babylon and the prosti-
tute.

in its origins, commg down from God out of heaven”,
and perhaps also in its diversity — a city remmdmg one
of a maltifarious population.

“The bride adorned for her husband” is a picture of

the elect people in their destiny, and naturally also in’

their unity.
~ (b) The two blessings of the elect people _are then
described, They are: the divine ‘fellowship, and the
divine comfort. The loud voice coming from heaven em-
phasizes the importance of that revelation.

The divine fellowship (21:8) is particularly mani-
fested in connection with the figure of .the holy city:
‘“Behold, the tabernacle of  God is with men, and he

' will dwell with them, and they shall be his people.” The

intimacy of that communion, infinitely closer than that

- of the first Jerusalem, is emphasized by the words: “And

" there be any more pain:

* tion.

outstanding characteristic of our work.

God himself shall be with them, and be their God.”
The divine solace (21:4). is particularly manifested in
connection with the figure of the Bride: “And God shall
wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be
no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall
for the former things are
passed away.” : B ’

AMONG THE CHURCHES

GOOD NEWS FROM FORT WILLIAM

We were happy at our Fall Convention to enjoy -the
fellowship and ministry of Brother Norman Day. Many
of our constituency met him for the first time. We
reJolce with the Fort William 'Church in the blessings
they have already received under the ministry of Mr.
Day, who is also a member of the Board of the Associa-
He speaks for himself:
“Week by week, the local Press notices of the Funda-

‘mental Baptist Church are headed by the words, :‘De-

clarmg the Whole Counsel of God.’ This sums up our
aim and our endeavour at all tlmes and it is our con-
stant prayer that by the grace of IGod this may be the

year now drawing to a close, some 15 souls have been
added to the Church, most of whom have been converted
in the regular services, and received into the fellowship

by baptism. ‘Concermng these, it i3 our earnest prayer

‘that (thelr) faith should not stand in the wisdom of
men, but in the power of God,’ and wé are glad that
we have nothlng, and need nothing more than ‘the whole
counsel of ‘God’ in His Word, to set before these young

Christians for their development and growth in grace,

_“The holy city, new Jerusalem” depicts the elect people

During the

' - -
(¢) The privileges of the elect people are finally

described in their contrast with the malediction of the
rebels, .

That contrasted state is more impressively brought
out by the intervention of the Ome sitting upon the
throne: by His declaration: “Behold, T make all things
new”; by His command: “Write, for these words are
true and faithful”; by- His proclamation: “I am Alpha
and Omega, the 'begmmng and the end.” - The “It is
done” which introduces the sanctions which dre to fol-
low is-an echo of the “It is done” which announced the
punishment of Babylon the great (16:17).

The first aspect of the final contrast between elect
and rebels presents “he that overcometh”, that is, any
one who will have pinned his faith on the sacrificed

" Lamb of God.. He will “inherit all things”, which means

that, incorporated in the “holy city” and the ‘“adorned
bride”, he will actually possess all things. But his privi-
lege will be greater still: not only will he acquire” the
‘heavenly goods, but a new relationship will be established
between him and the One who made the promise: “I will
ibe his God and he shall be my son.”

The second aspect of the contrast is brought out in

the description of the condemned (21:8). .
have rebelled against the laws and the love of Him

" whose eyes are too pure to see evil are found guilty by

the just Judge, “the fearful, and unbelieving, and the
abominable, and murderers, and- whoremongers, and
sorcerers, and didolaters, and all hars That - common
guiltiness is confirmed by a'common doom: “They shall

have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone: which is the second death.”

Truly such unfailing truths, and the anticipation of
the heavenly bliss are well made to entertain our dearest
wishes. But those anticipations will have more reality
still as we study the detailed description which follows.

We shall simply add here, with whatever power of
persuasion we have: “BELIEVEST THOU THIS?”

All those who.

s "WITH THE SECRETARY _

“The range of current activities is wide, from the
fully attended [Sunday morning service, and four depart-
ment Sunday School, to the various groups meeting most
nights of the week. .The ‘Sunday evening service has
only about half the attendance of the morning gather-
ing, and presents®a real challenge. There has been a
slow but perceptible growth 'in this service in recent
weeks.
day mornings, and is a joy to the Pastor’s heart, as with
eagerness' a constantly increasing enrolment revels in
the Word of God. Scripture Press materials aré used
throughout the Bible School, and are a tremendous help.
) "‘Prayer comes in for con-tinually -greater emphasis,
and in addition to the Sunday evening pre-Serv1ce prayer
meeting, and the regular week-night service on Wednes-
days, the Pastor was led to call the men of the Church
together on a recent Saturday evening for a time of
prayer fellowship. -This proved to be a fruitful season,
when everyone present took-part in prayer, including
some who do not ordinarily participate in the regular
prayer meetings. A whole week of prayer is being

planned for early in the New Year, when most regular
activities will be suspended that we may give ourselves -

The adult Bible class meets in the Church Sun- -

’

s mala e .
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to supplication and intercession without distraction.
~ “The churéh is confronted with a definite challenge in
the matter of the adolescent group coming up through
the Bible School, and is seriously considering introducing
a uniformed youth activity to help meet this need. ‘The
Campaigners’ a British Christian  Youth - Movement,
Christ-centred and .church integrated, in which every
-officer and leader must have a personal experience of
. Christ in conversion, is being studied.

“A parallel problem is that of accommodation. If the
Sunday School and youth potential is to be realized we
MUST have more rgom. The staggering costs of re-
building, or even of extension, are overwhelming in the
contemplation of our, membership of just over 100, but
God-given vision and dedicated faith knows that ‘there
is nothing too hard for the Lord.’

' “Any account of the work at Fo_1"t William would be,
- incomplete without some word concerning the half-hour
. radio programme, ‘Mid-Week Meditations,” which reaches

lits 670th consecutive weekly broadcast on December 20th,
Commenced in faith, and carried on over the.years with
characteristic energy by Rev. Walter C. Tompkins, B.Th.,
now of (Calgary, the continuance of the programme after
his ministry concluded here last year was a matter of

prayerful concern by the Church. The loyal band of-

singers was willing to carry on, and the support of those
witBin the church who had been giving up to half the
cost of the programme would stil be contributed, but
would the listening constituency remain constant, and
would the balance of the.expense be met from this and
other sources, particularly, as it turned out, in face of a
30 per cent increase in charges called for by the 1955
contract? Suffice it to say that the more than $1,800

for the year’s radio ministry has been forthcoming from:

month to month, with frequently little or nothing in
hand, and, during the summer, even a persistent deficit.
So it-is always a “work of faith, and labour of love”
which finds its encouragement in the numerous letters
which come to hand telling of blessing received, and its
reward in the assurance that it is an offering acceptable
to the Lord Jesus Christ, in whose Name it is presented.
In addition to the regular airing of ‘Mid-Week Medita-
tions’, on Tuesdays at 8 p.m., the Pastor speaks three
or four times a month on Friday mornings, on the 7 a.m.
Morning Devotions, when the fifteen minutes is on free
time, courtesy of Radio Station CKPR.

“Only paséing reference- can be made here to the

" Women’s Meeting, the Young People’s Fellowship, the

‘Happy Hour’, the newly formed Men’s meeting, and the
Arthur Street 'Sunday School ‘just outside the city lim-
its, but the mention of them in addition to the forégoing
will help to emphasize the vigour and prospects of the
Fundamental Baptist Church. .

“We have one request to make of our friends wherever .

these lines are read: it is: ‘Brethren, Pray for us!’”

VICTORIA AVENUE ‘CHURCH, HAMILTON
- Rev. P. B. Loney, D.D., formerly of Atlanfa, Georgia,

commenced his ministry in Victoria Avenie Churéh on -

'Sqn-day, December 11th. Dr. Loney will beé remembered
.“by many for his gracious pastoral ministry in Rhnny—
.'nfede Road, Toronto, and in Bethel Church, St. Catha-
rines. - Dr. Loney succeeds Rev. John Byers who resigned

. In the spring because of, ill-health. We wish him God’s

blessing on.his new field. —O0.L.C.

REV. JOHN BYERS
Many GOSPEL WITNESS readers will be grieved to learn
of the serious illness of Rev. John Byers, former Pastor
of Victoria Avenue 'Church, Hamilton; Mr. Byers is now
in 'Hamilton General Hospital. —O0.L.C.

- SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET

The preacher at the Sunday morning service was the
secretary of The Conservative Regular Baptist Associa-
tion of 'Canada, Rev. B. R. Oatley-Willis. His subject
was “No Cleansing From Sin by Human Means.” At
the conclusion of the service one lady publicly responded
to indicate her desire to unite with the local church.

In the evening the pastor, Dr, Slade, spoke on.the sub-
ject “Kept From Falling”. Again the presence of the
Lord was felt. Elsewhere in this issue there is reference.
to the special offering that was realized at these services.

For Younger .Readers
WHAT JOE GAVE

A True Christmas Story
By Helena H. Thomas

TPE ALWAYS looked so sunny when he came for the

week’s washing and returned it that Mrs. Blank
soon ceased to pity him because he must work, while
other boys played. ) '

His coming always brought such a fresh breeze that
Mrs. Blank often encouraged him to talk. 'Consequently,
she was not long in learning that his mother was a
widow with four children, and that Joe, the oldest and
only son, was impatient to'be a “grown up” so that he
could support the family and “make ma quit washing”.

His merry whistle was the herald of his approach the
day after IChristmas, last year; and hearing if, Mrs.
Blank brought forward the gift she had in readiness for
“the little hero”. . S

“Merry Christmas! if it isn’t too late,” said Joe in
a jubilant tone, doffing his cap. “Merry Christmas to
you and here‘is a little gift for the boy who always brings"
good cheer.” Lo

“For me!” were the only words Joe’s lips seemed cap-
able of uttering when he took the book from the hands
of the thoughtful doner; but his .sparkling eyes and
happy face were sufficient thanks, ‘“Can’t make it seem
like it’s mine for keeps.” . .

“That Thakes me two presents!” he finally said. “See,
ma knit these mittens for my (Christmas present, He
looked at the coarse mittens with admiring eyes, and
then went on, as if he could no longer keep back a secret.
“I didn’t think about any presents for myself, but I gave
ma a very nice one. Anyhow, she’s as pleased with it
as I am’ with my mittens and book. But it was the finest
you ever heard of."I don't believe you’d guess what *twas
in a week.” .

“Why, Joe, what was it? You have aroused my curios-
ity,” was the laughing rejoinder. . .

“Well, it was this way,” said the excited boy, “I wanted
to-buy ma something out o’ the stores, like I heard t’other
boys talking about getting for their mas, but I'hadn’t
any money, ’cause, you see, ma makes me go to school,
80’s I’ll know enough to do business when I’'m a man, an’
so it takea all my spare time to fetch an’ carry clothes
an’ split wood an’ wait on ma. For I turn’the wringer
and help lots, 'fore an’ after school.” T
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He said it as if so proud of the ability.to help his
hard-working mother that his interested listener brought
the red to his Happy face by exclaiming: “You do not
need to tell me that, my boy!”

“Well,” Joe went on, ‘‘there’s a grove, a-piece back o’
our house an’ one day after ma said the wood melted

like dew, I was over there and noticed a lot of dead limbs. °

lying around an’ then I hustled and found the owner of
the grove an’ he said I was welcome — just his word,
lady, — to cut it up for wood. Now you couldn’t ever
guessed, could you? . ’

“Well, it was the very best sort of a present, afiyhow,
‘cause ma has to use a lot of wood an’ it was 'most gone.
So I told my teacher — she ain’t one of the stuckup kind
—all about it,"an’ she said she would hear my afternoon
lessons separate for a spell, so’s I could: get off early, an’

. she did. . . ]
" “So I run off for the grove an’ pitched in best I know,
till 'twas time for school to let out an’ then I put for
home. 1 had a big pile of wood I'ds sawed myself. I
thought at first I'd only‘get what I could draw home on
my sled by spells, but T kept at it till I had so much I
didn’t know what to do- till I—I—You won’t laugh if T
tell you I prayed about it, will you ?”

-

“No; indeed Joe!” was the emphatic-ainswer-. “I am -

glad to know that'you are a praying boy. I think that
solves the secret of your bravery.” ~ .
“Well, I prayed that time, anyway, an’ say, wasn’t it
just like God to put it in the heart of a rich woman to
hire me to.carry a lot of wood into her cellar, an’ pile
it up s0’s I could earn some money to hire a dray. -So
" after T had the wood all cut up, teacher let me off long
enoligh to earn the-money to have it hauled. The dray-
man wanted more’n I-had, but when I told him how I'd
cut it for ma’s present, he had-an awful time blowing
“his nose an” acting like he’d had something in his eyes,
an’ then he said he’d be glad to haul it for half price.
“Well, when the man drove up with the first load of
wood an’ began to throw it off; ma rushed to the door and

said: ‘There must be some mistake. I haven’t ordered any-

wood.” An’ then the man laughed real hearty, an’ said:

" ‘But your son ordered it, ma’am.” An’ then I told ma

it was her 'Christmas present, an’ you ought to see her!

She hugged me and cried an’ an’ — Well, I can’t tell the
rest—but—but ma talked real good to me.” ;

“Anyhow,” Joe went on rising to his feet, and looking

as if inches had been added to his height, “We've got

wood enough to last us quite a spell, an’ I tell you.it looks )

« good when I think ma didn’t work to earn it.”"
- ' —Gospel Banner
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. . THE BIRTH OF CHRIST
Lesson Teéxt: Luke 2:1-20. - ' .
Golden Text: “For unto you is born this day in the.city of
; David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”-—Luke 2:11.
I. The Census: verses 1-7. - »

The Roman world was chosen by 'the Divine Director to
provide the sett‘inlﬁ for the most stupéndous drama of human
history. It was by no mere chance ithat Caesar Augustus
should be ruling over ‘s vast and united Empire. One in
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government and language, one in its network of highways

-and lines of communication, it became an ideal vehicle for
As Caesar set-his seal to the

the ‘spread of the Gospel.
proclamation that a census should be taken which would
include tthe population and property 'of every city, village and
district, he little thought 'that he was but a pawn in the
hand of the Supreme Ruler of the universe.

This census was decreed for the destined year; God’s time
to manifest His Son- had now arrived (Mark 1:15; Gal. 4:4;
1 Tim. 2:6; Tit. 1:2, 8; 1 Pet. 1:20). ' From papyri written
about ‘this ‘time we learn ‘that such a census was taken
periodically 6 serve -as a basis for future taxation. -

The regulation that each Roman citizen should enroll in
the city of his own tribe must have seemed unnecessary and
inconvenient to many, but this was God’s way of bringing
His servants to “the chosen town of Bethlehem, 'that the
79(:41'2ﬂ])vtures might be fulfilled (Mic. 5:2; Matt. 2:4-6; John

Here, too, was circumstantial- evidence for future genera-
tions that Christ was indeed the lineal descendant of David,
as thad been px‘?{he‘s-ied= (2 Sam.- 7:12, 13; Isa, 9:7; 16:5;
Luke 1:32, 69). If, as is probable, the genealogy of Joséph
is given in Matt. 1:1-17, and that of Mary in Luke 4:23-38,
we 'see why they were both required to register in Bethle-
hem, the city of David (Matt. 1:1, 16, 20; Luke 1:26, 27" .

Notwithstanding the fact that (Christ was 'the eternal Son
of God, manifest in human form (John 1:14, 18; Col. 1:19;
2:9), and that He was of the royal seed of David, according
to 'the flesh; He came.to us irf deep humility. Travellers to
Palestine tell us_ithat even to-day there are anmexes to the
inns ‘and other dwelling-places, large rooms -on :the ground -
floor with -doors opening out into ‘the street similar in plan
to ‘the garages which adjoin many modern homes. © The
animals could enter the open doors. In some such hirmble
place’ the 'Christ-child was born. Born for our redemption
(1 Tim, 1:15), He lived a sacrificial life that He might die
a sacrificial death (Heb. 2:7-11, 14-18). The child born for
us at Bethlehem was the Son given for us at Calvary (Isa.
9:6). He became bone of out bone and flesh of our flesh;
He kriew the pangs of human weakness, suffering and sorrow
(Matt. 8:20; John 4:6; 11:35; 2 Cor. 8:9; Heb. 4:15)., :

II. The Chorus verses 8-14. J

Only a heavenly choir could teach.men the new song of
salvation from sin which the advent of our 'Saviour made
possible (Exod. 15:2; Psa. 118:14; Isa. 12:2, 3; Rev. 5:9;
14:3, 4). No mortal could by his own reasoning have dis-
covered the way fo God -(Jon. 2:9; John 14:6), but angels,
whose interest in man’s salvation is great, heralded the glad
tidings (Job 38:6, 7; Luke 15:7, 10; 1 Pet. 1:12; Rev. 5:11,

- Dazzled by the radiant glory, the shepherds might have
thought that it was all a dream which would fade with the
morning light, ‘had they not been given a .token 'that the -
tidings were true. 'Phey would find a babe, wrapped in
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
trag ) i ectacular .
signs .which worldlings demanded. (Matt. 27; 40-44; Mark

8:11, 12; Luke 11:16; 23:8; John 2:18; 6:30)!" And.yet, the

. Incarnation was a stupendous miracle — the infinite God

veiling Himself in the flesh of a little child. c

» IIL. The Child: verses 15-20.

.was true, they declared

The humble shepherds have
which the word of' God is to be received,
Godly fear to the evangel proclaimed by the angels (Luke
8:15; Acts 8:6), recognizing 'that the message was from the
Lord (Acts 10:33; 1 Thess. 2:13). Not satisfied with a mere
intellectual knowledge of the good news, they made a per-
sonal . investigation® for ‘themselves (John 4:39-42; Acts
17:11). When once they were convinced that the message
ed it to others- (Aets 4:20, 29; 2. Cor.
4:13). 'They also iglorified and praised God for the wonderful'
revelation which He had given them of a holy Saviour who .
had been born in Bethlehem (Psa. 106:12; Matt. 2:10, 11), -
So may we all bow our hearts before the ‘Christ of ‘God and ~

pointed out to us the way in

'reverer;tl_y, adore Him (Psa. 95:2; 100:2; 106:12).

Mary of Bethlehem and Nazareth treasured im her hehrt.
the memory of her sacred experiences (verses 19, 51). They
were too holy and too deep for utterance, and even for under. -
standing. Rapturous joy and poignant griefs were stranigely
mingled for the one whom G
of our Lord (Luke 1:28-56; 2:34, 35).

They listened in ~

fhad chosen to be the mother -

t

¢ ; l Surely this was a - -
_stranige sign of Deity! How utterly unlike ‘the Sp
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