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ROME IN -COL'OMBIA' 
I N THE small South American repu.blic of Colombia the tributed which is in bad taste and ,crude 'in its contents. 

Ronian iCatholic Church is making a desperate stand .. Perhaps some who a·re not Christians are so "fed 'up" 
against the 'mission'aries of the ·g05P~l. From that land with the Roman Ohu~ch that they launch tiJ:;!lde~ against 
comes word ofpersecl,1tion and intimidation but we can it. jWhatever 'be -the case, we can only conclude 't~at Rom
praise ,God thaot there also comes good 'news of. 'gospel, 'anism in Colombia is highly vulnerable.·'jf it is so easily 
triumphs as .souls are saved and delivered 'f.rom the' offended. Furthermore we can see tha·t this order from 
superstitions 'of' Rome. It.is difficult foJ' 'Us, to imagine the 'government could 'be construed to apply to the dis
the 'lhardships which the missi'Dnaries. face in that land tri'bution of any litera,ture which poSlj·tively, sets forth 
where the Roman Church -has held sway for so lo~. th'e 'gospel. For instance, any' -tract that exalts the Lord 

A recent 'news:letter .of the -Evangelical Federa.tion of Jesus ,Chr-ist: ·as the only Hi'g'h Priest might :be said to 
I Colombia brings ·some up to date news of 'the difficulties . be :}ackin;g in respect to the Ohurch. EVlln the W. ord of 
" faced on the fIeld'. It provi<Jes also a concrete modern 'G?d might be placed, in'this. category! Sur~ly we see here 

illustration of the persecuting activi·tjes of the Roman . RDme's familiar pattern 'as she seeks to .si·lence all who 
, 'hierarchy in co-operation with the state. . . would preach 'the gosperof .>the Lord Jesus Ohrist. 

The minister of 'government in Colombia ,is Jesuit edu- 'W'hi'!e ~'h~ ~ov.e~nment of 'Cololll'bi~ blames.. the. "non-
cated Lucio PaJbon Nunez. On October 11 of this year, Cathoh~s (Protestants for the most part) ~or ~hls lack 
his 'office issued.the following dirootive to the gDvernors .of respect .~oward the Ch~urch, the ~athoh~ hierarchy 
and maYors of the 'land:' '. traces the dl~'respectful attitude toa.Qother source: ~ust 
, " . ' fou,r days prIOr to the a·bove -government order, the Blsh-

"This is.to conf·irm the iiistrucbiDns contained in..cir: ops .of ,Colombia made the following declaration ~ . 

"The reaI. .. cause of the 'tremendous moral cri~is which cl.i'lars· 310-R andl 1785 of last. year, pertaining to the 
labors 'permitted .to pastors of non.,lCathl>lic Teli'g'ious . 
'and nationails, or foreigners affiHaoted with tliose sects, I 

At '1lhe.·same time I am'recom;mend'ing careful vi'gil'ance 

. the CDlom1?ian ,people are suffering lies solely and' ex
clusively in their departure from' God. They have 
separated themselves from !lim, from His comin'and~ 
ments, f.rb~, H~s' ·gospel, ,from His s'acraments, from 
His grace, and frDm JHs love; they have paid no atten
tion to the voices of His pastors nor to the maternal 
cries of the Church, and therefDre (they suffer) such 
pul)lic and private Calamities." , 

in or-d'er that suCh persons strictly Observe the 'respect, 
whiCh is d:ue the Catl).olic 'Reli,g.ion. This Ministry has' 
proof that many of them are' distributing leaflets of
fensive to the Roman Pohtiff; 'the Catholic Clergy, and 
the, mysteries' and ,practices of o,ur religion. This is' 
equiv~l'lent to an attac:K.on ,the fihest'chaJ;'aC1eristics of .) 
the natio.nal spirit and a cl,ear ·g~stu.rtl?ance of the' 
puobHc order. Such acts 'must he exemplari:Iy punished 

In ela'borating. on ·the rnorallife .of '''Oatholic 'Colombia" 
the' Bis'hops speak of "d~unkenness, homicide, and thiev
ery, "sins which CDnStitute the fatal cancer that is ruin
ill'g the Hfe of our people." 

as. ,police ,calles, Please aek~owled'ge ·receipt. ,Sincere 
gree~ing~, .' 

'Lucio Pabon Nunez 
Minister o.f Government." 

IThe 'impression whiC'h this poli,tician 'desires to leave is 
that the "lack of .respect" which the" .colom'bian people 
s'how tD the Roman Church ·is· due to 'the work .of the' 

.pastors of the .'''non-Catholic sects". In support of his 
(, conclusion Ihe poin:ts. to Hterature ,which he cla·ims attacks' 

1)l1e papal churcli aq,d its .practices .. Just what is this 
offensive literature? Perh~ps tl!ere is some that is dis-

", '. . Who Is Right? - Pope or Bishops ' 
'The 'black description .of the moral state of, that South 

Amer·icall country stands. in sharp contrast with' -the 
giLwing word.s of ,PQpe Pius who, in a ·radio ,broadcast 
.only three years. ago' (1952) . stated- 'that 'CQlombia "is 
synDnymous . with reU.gio~snes'S, with a 'sensitive and :liv
ing 'Catholic~sm, 'with a' chosen land, where our Holy Re-' 
li'gion is pres'erved in all 'its splendour." Which descrip
Wm is ri'ght? 'Is Colombia a 'land aff~'icted with vice or 

" 

" 
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is it "a chosen iand, where our Holy ReIiogion (Le. Roman) 
- is preserved in al:l its splendor?" Both are right! Colom

Ibia ·in itS 'blea'k state is a good example of a 'land where. 
Romanism is preserved with the. only splendor it knows. 

. Evangelic~l Work . 
In this land evangeliea'ls seek to preach' the gospel wh'ich 

i·s the only eure for· the !hearts of men who are governed 
by viee and sin of all descriptions. WhHe the Bishops 
recognize'the dire ·moral state,of thei.r·people, they per
sist in doin'g an in their power to stop the preaching of 
the gospel. ' They are Hke physicians who correctly diag
nose the patient's illness and then refuse to ·give him 
the on'ly medicIne that can restore llim. Rad~o broad-

. easting is prohibited !by the Igovernment wh·ich is ·insti
gated ,by the R'Oman IChu.rch; the distriQution of gospel 
literature is fOl"bidden, no open air meetings or hymn
singing is allOWed beyond the confines of :churcih build
ings, chapels or homes. Fina.Hy we are tdld that chu~ch . 
I}j'uldings cannot 'be erected in several cities. . 

. Roman MonoPoly 
The Roman Church cannot escape criticism by alleging 

that these repressive measures have been enacted ,by the 
secular government or the' people. The. whole policy. can 
,be traeed to the Roman Catholic contention that error has'" 
no rigMs and that the truth' (-i.e. ROmanism) is to Ibe 
promoted 'by. the secu-Iar arm as well as by the Church. 
Tne Roman ,Ca.tho}ic paper, El CarolioiBmo published in . 
B!)gota, Colombia on October 7, 1!!55, makes the 'following· 
observati'On - "A ~onscientious 'government", says Jesuit 
Father Eduardo Ospina, 'vice-presid:Emt of the National 
Committee for the Defense' of the Faith in Colombia, 
"must not;permit the divu'1gation of numerous errors 
\v!hich obscure and combat ihe. truth." How different is 
this line 00 that sound~d by ~he 'Roman B-fsh'OPs on this 
continent! Why does Bishop Fulton J. ·Sheen not spea'k 
in this vein when he add,resses his rad'io and television 
audiences' of America? We may ,rest assured that if ever 
Rome becomes dominant in ICanada or the United 'States 
we shall have' some first-hand experiences with !her con-
cePt of "tolerance". _, . 

While the government protests the distrilbution of "anti
CathoiJic 'literature" what is done about the circu'lation .of 
anti-Pl'otestant l·iterature? This is freely allowed and .is 
promote'd by the Roman Ohurch. The newsletter from -
CO'lombia tells us that "the Roman 'Catholic Ohureh.; mean- . 
while, circulates -literature ridiculing and. insulting the 
P~~testant Christian. faith. Under 'the imprimatur of 
Franeisco 'GaoJllego Perez, Bish'Op of IBarl"anquiIla,the 
Marias M'en's Society distributes a 16~page- pamphlet. 
caliled "Anti-Protestant PHIs and. Drops". In this tract. 
:protestant Ohl"istianity is 'presented as a ioathesome d·is
ease 'affecting Co'lombian 'life, 'and the "pills" and "drops" 
are 52 statements aga.inst t'he Protestant faith." 

An:other hook Protestantism, Its History and Its" 
Er.ro1·s, by Bishop Miguel ,Angel'Builes, describes Martin 
~uth~r .as "lasciv.ious", '~brutal", '~lewd", "drunken" ',nd 
"a chIlhng blasphemer who called the 'Devil his prince. and 
his .God." The book further declares that the ,reformer 
"'kidn8lPped a nun and lived in sacriUgious con('ubina'ge' 
with her" and his .career is pictured as a "life of 'lust, 
debauchery and drunkenness". ·We do not 'desire to at
tribu·te such brazen 'lies· to' the Bishop's l'gnorance and so' 
must ,regard .them as·a part of the' camtpai'gn of his 
,Churc'h '00 discredit evangelicals even at the expence of 
truth. 
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INo one would object to the distribution of anti~'Protes
tant literatu're {f the ·Protestan'ts. in turn were free to 
proceed with 1Jhe work of ·the Lord. If such were allowed, 
)~hen the people of .colombi·a would soon reaJ.ize tha~ their 
religious' leaders were 'giving them. a false descri·ption 

. of. the IBible faith. In the midst of such a situation the 
Colombian pastors and worker·s must find sweet conSola
tion and encouragement in the truth ·that "·the Lord God 
omnipotent .reigneth!" . 

-/ SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET .. 
The 'pastor, nr .. Blade, preached' on ISunday morning. 

His su'bject was, "The 'PrO'd'i-gal'·s Elder Brother"; The 
presence of the Lord wa's a. 'reaUty throughout the' . . . . \ servIce. ' 

·In the evening, Rev. W: W. F'leischer, ,professor of 
church history in Toronto Baptist Seminary, preached on 
the suhject, "Living on the Wrong Side of the Moun
tain." At the conclusion of the evening service the ordin
ance of the Lord's· Supper wa.s oIbservea .. T,hree mem
bers·were received< into the feliowsohip. 

God can find places of refreSihment for' His people 
even in the wi'lderness, wells in 'the valley of Baca, lest 
they shouild faipt in their mind with perpetual fat'igue: 
yet" whatever be our deJi.ghts "in the land of oU'r pilgrim." 
age, we must .. re~ember that We do !0ut encamp hy th~m' 
for a time; that here we have no conJiinuing city .. 

. :.....MATTHEW HENRY 
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"A Brand Plucked 'Out 'of the Fire" 
,- A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preached in JarVis Street Baptist Ghurch, Toronto, Sunday Evening, July 15th, 1934 - . 
('Stenogl'8IP'h'i'caiHy Reportted) . 

. "And lhe shewed me Joehua the Mgih prieSt 8I1andhllg before the antgeil d1. t!he Lord, 
and Satan standiallg at his rigIht hand to resist him. 

"And tihe 'Loid said unto Satan, The Lord rEibuke thee, even 4ihe Lo'l'd tthrat hath 
chosen Jerusalem !'ebuke ~ee: is not this a brand pi'1lclted out Of the fire? 

"Now JoShua was c10tihed rih filthy garments, and 'StOOd !before the anrge'l. 
"And !he answered .and spake unto those 1lhat stood !before ihim, sa'yinJg, Take 8IWay 

the mthy 'g8.l'!lllents f.rom lhim. And ~ntQ him he said, Behold', I have C8IUSed tine 
iniquity to rass from ,tihee, amd I willI clothe thee with Ciha.D!ge df 'l'aimenJt. 

"And said, Let tihem set a fair mitre upon Shead. ' So tj)hey'set a fai~ mitre 
apcm ~ !bead, and' clothed h'im with ga.rmenlta. :Ami' the antge1 of iflhe Lord stOOd ·by." 

\ -Zech. 3:1-5 

Prayer Before the Sermon 
o Lord, we would bow with humble reverence in Thy holy 

presence. We pray for' the presence and enlightening min
istry of the Holy Spirit. Once more we confess our natural 
darkness and incapacity to receive and understand spiritual 
things apart from the grace and power of ~hy 'Spirit. Gra
ciously,be pleased, 0 Lord; to draw near to us this evening, 
8IIlCl as .we tum to Thy holy Word, may the Spirit of truth 
make plain to us the things that are written therein. . 

Look upon the larger company' who participate in this -serv
ice by radio. Wherever these songs of Zion shan be heard, 
wherever the message of Thy pspel from this place shall 
reach, may the quickening power of tbe Holy Spirit accom
pany it, that m8lDY may be brought from darkness to light, 
and Thine own people built up in their most holy faith. 
Graciously use' this service here and elsewhere for' the 
furtherance of the gospel. 

Th'us also would we pray for Thy people everywhere, for 
.the household of faith of every race, of every colour. We 
pray Thee to empower all the witnesses of the gospel; clothe 

. them with might from on high. May this day be one of real 
blessing wherever Thy people, in large ,or small 'Illumbers, 
assemble in the name. of Jesus Christ. Hear us in these 
things, and bless us all_for Jesus Ohrist's sake, Amen. 

JOSHUA was the first of 'the high pr,iests follow"ing 
the return of the people from ca.ptiv-ity. He is shown 

here as -representing the people. in the presence of the 
Lord. He is C'lothed' with filthy Igar-ments; and, ready to 
emphasize his unfitness and his general unworthiness, 
h'is adversary stands at his ri,gtht hand .to accuse him to· 

I ' , 
prove himself an ·adversary. But the Angel of the Lord 
is there, the Angel of the covenant; and .hurls this chal
lenge into the teeth of-.the adversary, "Is not .this· a brand 
plucked out of the f.ire?" Then He instructs the people 
to ·talke away Joshua's filthy ,ga.nnents, to clothe him 
with Change of raiment; and-to set a fair mitre upon hi~ 
·head. And aliI this in the presence of the adversary, and 
in the face and defiance of his utmost effort to thwart 
the d-ivine purpose. . 

, Perhaps it ~s d'es-i'gned to show the method of divine 
res~orat-ibn. It ,has 'it~ historic bearing and application' 
- it may, indeed, 'I!ave a futl.!-{'e prophetic significance 
---;but in principle it is a.ppl'icalble to -the scheme of re-
'demption in all ages. It ·is the method' of 'grace ·by which 

• men are dIvinely saved. There is the picture of THE 
. ACq~ED, THE ADVERSARY, and THE ~VOCATE. 

I. 
The Accused 

Here is a 'Pi~tu.re of one standing in the divine pres
ence as one' who h'as' come to the place of judgment. He 
is described· ·as a '~brand plucked! out of the fire", as 
though the marks 'of the f.ire were ,still upon him. As 
one who is clothed ;in filthy garments, he' stands speech
less -in the presence of God. 'So ·is it with all of us, my 
dear friends. jos-hua i'8 <>DIy representing' God's ancient 
people, but he .equa'l'ly represents in this picture al-!. the' 
sons of men. ' 

iLodk at the figure here employed, a brand that 'has 
been in the ii-re. ,The mar:k of thEl f.ire is upon it. It 
has been sUibject to the destructive, 'devouring, element. 
mat it was before, Who can say? To what part of the 
temple it beldnged, no one is able to judge. It may hl;Lve 

. been a p"Hlar of the temple. It may have, been some Ipiece 
of rich'ly, carv¢d rock, a fine image exhibiting the artist's 
skill, an ornament, a palm tree, an open flower, an orna-, 
ment of the temple, or an ·instrument of divine service, a 
censer or what not. But now it is on'ly a brand, that has 
just esca.ped: complete destruction. . 

Thus 'is it, dear friends, that sin leaves its mark upon 
men.. No one of us 'has escaped if;e destructive in
fluence! It reduces aU men to one level. 'Sin is like the 
devouring ·Name, against which no one of us has 'any 
inherent or native ·protection. Gombusti'bles a·re we all. 
sU1bject to the fire, Hable to complete consumption. 

How' one is tempted to' nurse the figure, a lbrand ou·t 
- of the fire! Think of the noble temples cif antiquity 

which have Ibeen - destroyed, that passed among 'men as 
''human souls, hut which were built to be the habitations 
of Deity: 'Moses, with hism'eekness; DavJd, with his 
goo'dness; Solomon, with Ibis wisdom '- not one of them 
escaped, all of them as brand's out of the fire. See the 
ashes, where stood: the {'oyal places Iknown as Jeroboam; 
and; Ahab, and Belteshazzar, and! Nebuchadnezzar! 

The 'figure 'itself is su·ggestive of how sin effects its 
purpose, how ·it accomp1'is!hes 'its work - iurldn:g and 
smouldering in secret pl'aces, and then by and by burst· 
ing into flame, reducin'g aU materials to one common 
level, a!ld tu.rning to ashes the' ndblesll wor.~ of God. 

t 
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.>--------------------~----------~----------------~------~ 
.The fire ·sta·rts in the 'garret 'and, !burns down, or in the I wish there were not such ·abundant evidence of Satan's 

· cellar and. tburns up - or anywhere, and· bu·rns through. reality,' and of his deadly work. But 'here he was even 
So sin may set on fire the passions and destroy the body, -in the presence of God; standing 'at Joshua's right hand, 
or inf'I'ame the· imagination and· corrupt the mind, or if ,possible to exaggerate a:ltl his offences, to emphasize 
,sear the conscience' and pollute the souL... his HI-desert, to denounce h.im before the. lSupreme-' 

One cannot foIibear the mention of its attractiveness, Judge. And what a theme ,he has! HQW easy' it would 
What an atti'active'thing sin is! It is ':}ike the .flame to have 'been to accuse him, and' to plead a:gainst him in .. the 
which. the moth flies. It is s·pecially. winsome to things div:il).e presence! ", 
with d·eJ.icate wings. 'So sin Iays hold. upon tne noblest" My dear friends, we have such -an adversary. Let it . 

'aspi-rations of\the soul, and the f.inest qualities.of human be 'accepted as a fact. We. ~annot 'esca-pe this anta'go'n-' 
nature: and 'un]ess the Wind that bloweth where it 'list- ism~ his malicious efforts to bring us into condemnation 
eth 'blows s'trong 'heave~ward, even these hiwher at- .and ultimate ruin. How !bitter a prosecutor he i~! .The 

· tri'butes of the human soul are ·often. used like wings to very fires of theH are in his, speech. No I'anguage coU'ld 
· f.ly to !hell with. Only as some :gracious -hand, some power exagger.ate his enmity; no imagination could, concei~e,· I 

beyon:d ourselves, shall pluck us as 'brand's out of fhe think, his murderous -intent. Hi& eye never pities, his 
fire may we hope to escape its devastati.ng power. heart has no feeIing.· His .hand is laid aUke upon men . 

But there ·is· another f.i'gure which represents JOSihua 'and women and 'liottte ·child-ren. He accuses everyoh·ody. 
as standing in the 'PI'ace of the people as 'O~e.of respons-i- He is th.e pitiles·s enemy of the'souls of men. Have you 
l:ii'lity. The principle is there, He'is' clothed with filthy 'not ,been. sutbjeCt . to his. machinati-ons? Has he not 
garments, standing -in the presenc'e of 'God, standing be-' . br~uwht you a 'world of trou!ble already .. thisSlhI'ewd, this' 
fore I!he judgment seat, self-accused, and witqout de- astute, this-venomous; old lawyer? .' " 

.. fense, as though a murderer should come to jud!gm~nt 'WeB 'did ,Satan know. J'oshua's condition, for the "fire 
with the hlood of his victims upon' his 'garments, 'as I was of his 'kindling, the fi:lth of. his 'garments was his 

, though a ro.bber should apP'ear before the .jud~ent-seatprolfu,ction. He .. had his victim before the t'hrone of 
with his s·poil about him, as thouWh Judas shou:ld come to judgment red-handeq, and .. without defence, with all the 
judtgment with thirtY.p'ieces of silver in his hand. No evidence of gu·ilt, and ten. thousand wiotnes-s'es, if. ne<;es.- -
witness is necessary: 'his condition is :his own condemna- sary, that he could: can to 'accentuate the villiany oj .the, 

· tion, eyen as .the filthy garments 'ma:ke al'gument un- accuser, - "'Satan standiin:g -at l),is ri'g~t hand -to re'sist 
n.ecessary, as: iI\ . the ~ase of this representati~e.of a .hi~". 'So is it, my friends, even in our 'hoHest exer~ises. 
rebellious people. W'hen the little Ghild' comes in from Here he is, as a hiWh pri~t,' as' t!lou,gth' he had actually 

.. playing in the mu,d, the mot'her needs to as!k no. 'ques- 'come into the temple to exercise his offiCe, -"and' S'aotan 
tion; noi' need, the ~hild ·jn-ake any excus·e. The ma·rks comes with him .. He -always does. The great Cliffstmas' 
'of its offerice·are upon it. When the prodti'ga! came 'h~me, Evans, having prea~hed .wit'h :great pQwer cin. ,one:occa
it was n~t neces'sary that. he should tell h~s father where sian was descending the pufpit. s-tairs·, when 'an apprecia
-he had been·: ,the' f.i:lthy ·garments he wore' proclaimed tne live' Hstener 'gripped 'him by ·the hand' a,nd said, "'You 

.,fact that 'he :had 'Iahoured' among "the ,swine-trouwhs. So, ~ preached. a g·reat sermon ·thi~ morning." To which'Clh:ist
my dear frie~'ds, 'whEm we come befor~ God we may "as mas' EvalJ~ replied, '·So:the· devil told- me ,be{ore i ·left. 
well pl~ad guilty: our fifthy 'g·a·rments procla-im our 'guilt. the ,pulpit." He :is always persecuting us. .. " 

But I woU'!d .remind YOll;: that .Joshua do~s not .app~ar . Have you' not found, when you have 1?owed th~ knee 
h~re as; a crlmm~l, . 'but as a prIes~ W~o;twould exercIse in pr.ayer, that things throng your mind which YOlf 
the offIces of rehglOn. Here-m thl-s hohest of all voca- had no idea -had habitation .there, as though the, very' pit 

· tions 'h~~'ar~d ,to st~nd 'befo~e GO.d with '~j;Jt'hy garments.. had' op'ened, a~d ·aH t'he lice a.nd flies and locus,ts of Egypt' . 
. G:h. no; sm IS not -to he defme? 'Ill t~nns merely of .the had come to corrupt you~ -thought. -Many a person. ,have 

VI:CIOUS and vulgar II:Spec.t~ of lIfe. ISm ent~.r.~. th.e mmd; I dealt with who has· sajd, "I do not uIiderstan(I· .it; . I 
~I~ ."co.rrupts men, even m the realm of ·rehglOn. I~deed, am not. troubled'. with 'gross s.in-l!. I have no .temp'tation 

.It IS 'Ill that .. realm that we become most <?ffenslVe to to I:ie; Ol~ steal; or 'get drurik No profane word :lias ·ev.er 
God. Your rI'g'hteou-sness, your .~wn works, t~e be.st. you dropped from my Ups. But when I try: to 'approach God, 
can do, ?,our pr~yer.s, your-praIses, rour alms-glvmgs, wh~n'.1 .say, I will pra"y and commune With,.the.·.Most 
y?ur hohest asplratlO~s natur~'I~y - th~~ are all but Hi;gh,and II bow my knee, then a flood of corrti'ption' . 
frlthy rags, :a s~en-c~ m the :dlvme no~t~Ils. We .. m~ke ~comes ."intp my mind, all Ip.anll'er of evil though~s', that 
ourselves. db)ectIona,\:)le .even 'Ill the ex;ercls'e 9-f relIgIOn. are notllative to me and: that never assail" me. elsewhere. 
If'it ,be ~ ;reUgion wi~out.:Christ, then,. it is pr.ayer wi.th- Why "is. it that thus' in the . exercIse of reli'gi~n.l.shou'ld 
o~t s-a~~lfICe, tl}.e censer WIthout swe~t mCense, ~ s'~o-kmg be so. conscious of evil ?'~ Here 'is the.eJOPlanation, ,"When 
Wl-c'k .wIthout OIl. If .t~ere .'be nothmg of 'ChrIst m o~r. ~he 'sons of God came to ,p:resent themselve~' b'e"fore the 
devotIOn, then our. rel-Iglon IS ·a sham, 'and: an o;ffenc~ to Lord· ISatan came also among them.'~ By which. perha'Ps 
the Almighty. we .a~e to 'understand, not iIl'ereJy men.of flesh and blood 

. H. -thou:gh that -is -true of them' ~ ,but ~ven the' dep.izenl:i 
:. The Adversary of the u,p'per world;· for !Satap.. 'has acce.ss to tpe' .divine 

So the people '.were represented !by' JoS'p.ua, the hi-gh presence. He was as'ked 'in Job's case whither the':had 
priest, hav·ing 'no defence: 'having ·~o excus'e to offer to .. ';been', ·and whence 'he had -come,: and he sai9-, ·!!From·going 
the divine government - and there stood ,by him the : to anlt fro in the earth, 'and ·from walking up· ~nd d.own 
adversary, Satan, the "accuser of the !brethren", there ·.in -it." But he was there to'accuse JoIb.· ·When.a.~ked- if. 
to misrepr.esent 'G'Od to 'inen, and to accuse. men before be had considered' this· perfect aild-lipri'ght man, he ad-

. God. 'That -is·a doctrine which is perhaps not 'Very 'gen, . mitted that he had' conSidered';'him much,'and 'h~ dis
erally believed ,in our time. But there 'is an' adversa'r.y. 'covered the~ strength of.·h~s moral ~haracter; namely, that. 
I wish"' it were. more d·ifficult t9 believe that doctrine. God 'had put "an hed'ge a:bout "him, and about. 'h,is house, 

• ,. . ... I "j'" " 

.' . .,. 

.. 
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and' about alI-that 'he hath on every sid~". But he was 
there to d'estroy him if he could. 

And he wou'ld destroy us. If you -are a Christi-an, I 
do not ,believe your life .would 'be worth a day's purchase 
if it were not d·ivinely. preservl<i. 'This. enemy alike 
of, our souls . and our 'bOdi-e~ - of the whole' man - is 
ever per8'eCuting us. 

. ,Have you not read, of one posse~sed of the' devil, of 
whom Jesus said, "Bring thy s~n hither"? It 'is written, 
"An'd as he was yet acoroing, the devil threw.'him down, 
and- tare him." .Even ·in ·the very presence of God Him
self! Thus are we s-Ulbject. to this satanic power. None 
of us -is immune from it: None of us can 'acquire or 
achieve exemption - and certainly none of us is natur
ally immune. It is the common enemy' of all mankind. ' 
The adversary in the presence of t'he Angel of God! 
What hope is there? Verily I'the strong man armed 
'keepeth his pal-ace, and his good-~ l!.re in peace." 

f On.the -liuman ~ide there was Ao po.ssiibility of J'oshua's 
acqouittal. He was -condemned a'Jready. His fNthy gar
ments were evidence of his guilt, and his -prosecutGr was 
armed to the teeth to ensure his ruin,and to ma:ke rescue 
impossible. . . 

or that ~f thead-versjl·ry. 'l'he Angel.of the covenant. none 
other than tlfe Lord Jesus Hims-elf - for that, I -believe, 
is the meaning of this passage. It is an Old Testament· 
appearance of the u>rd' Jesus. He appears in beha'if of 
the accused, saying,. "Is not this' a .... braod". that saved 
itself? ~'Is not this a brand" that tumbled·out of the fire, 
that was evolved out of the f1~es? No! "Is-not this 
-a hrand plucked out 'Of the fire?" This is a brand . 
"plucked ·out". - No one 'Of us woul!! ever get o~t of the 
fire Jf a divine hand did not pluck us 'Out. "Salvation.' 
,belongeth unto -the Lord." It is His work always, and 
never ours. Th'ere is not a man' or woman 'here this 
evening who does"not know that unless a power 'Outside 
yours'elf, and -superior to al'l your own power, that inter
venes to change the cu·rrent of your 'life. you wi'll .never 
have other :ithan filthy. ·garments in which to -appear in 
the ·presence of God. Nor indeed can- you deliver your
self from the flame that would utterly consume you, 
alloud'ing to the other .figure. Only al;! we are plucked 
out of the fire ,by divine -grace can we be saved·. 

I know 'how the modern preaQher 'laughs at that prin
ciple. Often have I heard it in one {OmI or another s-aid, 
lOT-he old p'rea-chers used to talk a'bout plucking the brano{ 
out of the fire, but in these modern.days we talk about. 

IIi!. and'devise means' for, putting the fire out." It does not 
The Advocate look as though -it were put out -in Germany, does it? Nor 

But look at th~ther side of the question. Here -is in Russia, nor ·in New YGrk, nor tChica-go - and certainly 
·an Advocate as well 'as 'an adversary: "the angel of it i§ still burning furiously enough in "Toronto the' 
the Lord" sto'od ,by. I read it to you this evening, and good". Sin is stHI here, and' never ha'q -it 'greater power 
I read -it particularly for this passage, "If -any man sin, in the lives of men than it has to~d'ay. We need a re
we have an advocate with the F1ather, tesus Ghrist the . Jigion with -a divine' dynamic. 'We need Somebody to 
ri,ghteous."· Observe, nQ word' of J oSlhua's ·is recorded. plead 'for us, as did the advocate 'On this oCca8'ion. 
He was silent. He cou'ld offer no' defence in t'he presence He said, "Take away the fHthy garments from him. 
of ,God, -in -answer to Satan his adversa·ry. But why A,nd unto 'him he said, Behold; I have.caused thine -in
should 'he spea-k when there was Another there to s-peak iq).lity to pass from thee, and I wiU' ciothe thee with 
for him? change of raiment." 'Dhat -i~ the -gospel. "He made him 

I love t'hat sweet story in Genesis of the..,.a-ppearance of to be sin' for us, -who knew no sin; that we might be made. 
Benjamin ·'before the 'governor of E-gypt, ·V\'-hen he was the -ri'ghteousne8's of God ,in -him." Thus does He clothe 
,brou'ght ,b'ack, the governGr's cup having been found in us with the. -garments 'Of salvatiQn. Thus, -!by the impu
his saCk. The stern 'governor demanded" that he in w_hose tation of 'his own righteousness, and -by. reckoning: to our 
sack the' cup should be found must remain 'his ·serv~nt acco'unt the merit of His precious hloOG, are we acquitted. 
for ever. Benjamin uttered' not a word. He was as . '''1 have caused thine -iniquity to pass from thee, and I 

_si:lerit as thou'gh without power of speech. 'But. there stood will clothe thee with change of raiment" - "If we con
one in the 'breaoh between h-im and the governor, and fes's our sins, ~e is faithful and just to fOl"give us our' 
offered· his prayer, his -plea, :befGre the 'governor. _Among s,ins, and to cleanse us from all unrj.ghteou~ness"; ":In 
other l~ings -he told ,him ·how his father had entrusted. whom we have redemptiori throu'gh .b.-is blood-, the for" 
him :to :his care, 'how the had been reluctant to yield con- given:ess of sins accordiIig to the riches of his 'grace"; '. 
Fent to Bendamin's going down to E'grot. ~ He t91d thf' .. "'Dheir -sins and' their iniquities' will I· remember no 
governor that thus he 'had spoken to his f-ather, "I will more." He causes -our iniquities to pass from us. He 
be surety for him; of my ~'and s'halt thGU require him: clothes us with -garments acceptab'le to 'God, and we are 
if I Ibring "him nGt unto thee, and set 'him ibefore thee, pernritted - and- enalbled - to stand unabashed- -in the 
·then let me 'bear the ,blame for ever." B~ the e'loque~t presence of tohe Holy One. . 
plea of the surety the ~ov~~nor was convmced of their It is the old, old .st'Ory. I nev!lr have a new one. I' 
change of heart. and sa'ld, Cause every man to go out know of no other gospel but the old one, "The Iblood of 
frQIri me"'- you know the 8'weet story. . JesU's Christ, 'his Son, cleanseth us f.rom all sin." What a 

Thus you can offer no excuse to Gad. no not come blessing it is that in_Him Who is our .. Saviour we 'have 
this evening, if you would' seek s-alva'tion, with excuses, One Who has heen exalted to' God's ri-ght hand, "far 
with argti.ment. -Do not dare to tel:1 God th-at you are:. 81bove all principa'lity, and power, and might, and domin
not SO bad after aU, that your gaml'ents are spotted, .but ion;. and 'every name that is named, not only in this 
not quite as filthy _as the garments of some other people. world, but also in that which is to come"! . He .is superior 
Do not speak at all. You will on'ly add to the 'condemna- to all powers of evil within ourselves, to a'll the powers 
tion. 'Let ISomeone eIse speak -in your ibehalf. Let Jesus and principalities that would· destroy U~, to aN the ma
represent you. Let -the great .Advocate on p'igh plead the C'hinations of our adversary the qevi'l. himself,"Himself 
merits of His !blood, and cry, "Deliver -him from going triumphant, -he Iifts!!-s up into I,lnion wit'h Hi~self: "lie 
down to the pit: [ have found a ransom." gave him to be hea'd 'Over aU things to the c~urc:h, which. 

You see, there \was another wiIJI than that of Jos'hlia, is -hi-so 'body, the fu'lness of him that filleth all in all." 
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T'rust Him .. Trust Him now. '~elieve on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." , 

Let us pray: 
.once more, .0 Lord, we praise Thy Itoly name for the ,privi

lege. of hearing and proclaiming the gospel of the sovereign 
grace of God. We tliank Thee that when we could not save 
ourselves - when indeed 'we did not know we needed to be 
saved - Thou didst interpose, Thou didst devise means that 
Thy bBlllished be not expelled from Thee, BIIld didst open a 

. door into Thine own presence, Thou didst send Him into 
the world Who said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life; 
no man cometh unto the' Father but by me." We would 
come,.o Lord, in the one appointed Way., , 

Are ,tltere some this evening who have heard Thy 'Word, 
who are more conscious of' the presence of the adyersary 
than of the Advocate? who know more about the power of 
enl than about the dynamic of grace? . Reveal 'Thyself ~o 
such, we beseech Thee. Bring deliverance to tlte captive, and 
the-Openmg of the prison to them that Me bound. Let 'this 
be to many, not only the acceptable year, but .the .acceptable 
day and hour, of the Lord, when many sltall see J~us Christ 

. and be saved with BIll everlasting salvation. We ask it in 
His name, Amen. 

BOOK REVIEW 
THE PItJr.OOWN F1ORGERY, by J. 'S.-Weiner, published. 

, \by Oxfor'd University,.Press; 214 pages; $2.50 in 
Canada. . . . 
For two generations after its "discovery" in Decem

ber, 1912, the fossil. 'DOwn as 'TIle Piltdown Man, which 
was claimed to !be an ancestral form of Man, was regarded 

. by D)any as offering proof that Man was descended from 
the SlPe. On Novemlber 21st, 1951; an announcement ap
pea:red in the Bul'lErtin of the British Museum, 'department 
of Natural History, slfiating t.'hat a clever hoax had !been 
perpetrated. Althou'glh at the very first dowbts had been· 
~ressed that tJhe 'jaw, which was that of an 'ape, really 
belonged :to the skull, eViden:ffiy that' of a man, extensive 

. eX!periments were necessary to ,give final proof that some
,one had deliberately fastenedi together two separate fossil 
re~ins. ' , 

The author of THE 'PI'LTDOWlN FORGERY, Dr. J. S. 
Weiner, Reader in Physical. Anthropology at OxfoTd Uni
versity, i!J one of 'the renowned scientists whos'e pa'in
sta'king and thorough investiogations led to the unmis
takalble co~clusion that the Piltdown Man 'was a hoax. 
As his search 'brought fo,rwaro much information of a 

, personal nature, he was in a position to des'Ci'i!be aeeu·r
a'tely the history of the ori'gina'! find, the ~engthy con
troversy and the steps leading ~o the startlin'g conC'Jus.fon. 
He 'gives hiS" own opinion as to the-Identity of the person 
responsible, hut suggests th'at this man '''could have been 
the victim, innocent or coerced of the real perpetrator." 

Three possible motives for the deception are ,suggested. 
T,he culprit may have had a grud'ge against one of the 
scientisl:s involved; he may Ihave desired to ,bolster the 
th~ory of evolution ; or he may 'have been motivated by. 
pride and 'pers'onal ambition, coveting the prize of fame. 
The timing would .su,ggeat this -la&t ·motive as being the 
one of paramount si'gnifican.ce. 
. The great efforts put"forth Iby the hoaxer °in recon

structing and foisting the Pi~td:own Man upon the world 
,would indicate how .'anxious some men are to further 
their own interests. 'Scientists who are worthy of the 
~ame labourhon~stly az:td' 'patien'tly, and do .not, and' 'need 
not, stoop to such unscrupulous methods. The Piltdowri 
Forgery WAS a blow to the presti'ge of realscientHI'ts 
many of whom are now discarding the once popular evohi~ 

I 

tionary hy.pothes'is as :being without foundation. At the 
same time, the Holy ,Scriptures,''being the authoritative 
Word of God, while' not given ·as a text-Ibook in Science, 
wHl speak the truth on scienti.fic matters, since God's 
revelation .in His word a!1ways harmonizes with His rev
elatic;m in ;His world. Truth is truth in every ·realm. 
At every ·point the Scriptures assert the fact that Man 
was ·created by the direct 'a'ct of 'God, a truth' which is 
diametrically opposed'tO 'the theory of evoluijoil with its 
corollaries of the transmutation of B'pecies and 'spon
taneoils generat~on. Anifo.ssil remains which apparently 
su·pport the theory of human evolution must in the 'end 
'be shown to be false, as in the case of tile Pi:1tdown Man 
of Sussex, or to have been rili·stt8!kenly interpreted. Thus, 
,although acknowledJging a 'great d~bt to Dr. Weiner and 
his associates for al'iduous, conscientious and successfu-l 
endeavours, many will not 's'hare ·his opinion as eX!pressed 
in the Epilogue: "ThoiJ:g:h today we are still far from 
an understanding of many matters concerning Man's 
ori·gins; we are in no doubt 81hout the reality of the trans
formation' which has !brought Man from a simian status 
to his sapiens ,form'and capability." 

Dr. WeIner has ,presented in schOlarly and strdght
forward: 'manner the· details of the scientific investiga
tions relating to ·the exposure of the Piltdown forgery.' 
He Ihas dealt justly, yErt kindly iii regaro to the person~l 
elements involved. 'THE PFLTDOWN FORGERY ·is !be
yond question a· work of great_historiesl si'gnlfica·nce. ' 

. ---DR. O. L. ICLARK 

SAN<ITIMONIOUSINESS . .-

"If ye loved' me, he would·rejo'ice."-John 14 :28. 

I have no fa,·ith in a reHg'ion. made up 'of equal parts of 
wormwood., vii'l1eg·ar, and red pepper. If the Teli'gion that 
is presented. to us be a depressIon, we wi};} get along 
better without 'it. If it 'be 'a joy, let it sMne out from 
your f'ilce, and 'ftom your convers'ation, . If a man comes 
to my hou·s:e to taU( aibout rel'igi'on with' 'luguibrious 
countenance. and- manner .full of sniffle and dolorous
ness. 1 feel like s'ayii'll!g to my wife, "You :had better lock 
up the si'lver tbefore he steals something." I have fQund 
it an invariaJble ru:le that men who profess fa'ith in the 
LoM Jesus Christ, priding themselves at the same time 
on their sanc't:imoni'ousnes·s .. always tu·rn out badly. tI 
never knew aJ;!. exception. W'hile those who are the most 
consis,tent. the most useful and the most consecrated; 
have 'Perfume in the'ii conversation, and-,heaven in their 
faces. 

'The h'appiest Christians tnat I have ever -known have 
been persons from sixty to eighty years of 'age. By that 
time people ·get over the shams and pretences of'society. 
and- have no longer any 'Patience with anytMng li'ke 
imposture in rel'i!iion. 0 Christian! how dare you . !be 
gloomy? Is not God your Father?- Is not JeRu's Qhrist 
your 'Saviour? Has not .Your' path all t;hJ·ou~·h IHe been 
strewn with mercies? .Are you insensible .to the fact. 
that there 'a·re 'g;lorii.es awaiting you in the better 'Iand ? 
~doxologies of ce'lest'ial ·worship. eternal· chorals. tear
-Iess ·eyes. ·son'g,s· th'at resound under arches' of stremrt:h. 
and hos'annas that c),a,p ,their hand,s at the fQot of' ,the 
throne? Is it 'nothing to you that all the hills of neaven 
are radiant with the faces of t·hose who 'have 110ne un 
from you, and who' are waiting for your coming read" 
to keep ~it.h you.eternal hol'iday? I '. 

-T. DEWITT TALMAGE 

( 
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AMONG/ THE' CHURCHES' WITH THE 'SECRETARY 

, 

Shown above is an outline drawing of' the temporary building mentioned below. 

A Possible 'An~wer to a .Vexing Problem. 
UndOUlbted'ly many of ·our readers, interested friends 

and members of the DoH·ar-A..!Montiii Clulb desire to know 
more ·about how -the fund could be utilized. . \ 

As many are awa·re, the immediate 'and preslling 
hindrance our men meet 'in opening up new works is the 
almost perennial problem of a :bundling. Often suitable 
accommodation is not availalble at all. In many 'cases the 
prog·ress Of these struggling new causes is ·retarded with-
all the diiscouraging elements associated with such 
hardships. 

Without exception' the attendance at ,Sunday School 
has increa'sed in 'a most si'gnificant manner immediately 
suitable accommodation -is available. 

Recently 'We 'b~came acquainted with a firm which 
produces ,pre-fabricated portable 'build.ings. These 
churches have 'been used by educational agencies and . 
churC1hes and 'have been tested, tried and proved. 

The building is ea:sHy assem'bled and dismant.led and 
the !initi-al price includes the erection of the ibuilding on 
the site, comp'lete and ready for occupancy. 

lT'he size 24 ft. by 36 f.t. is 'adequate for a new work. 
Being fully insulated and equipped we believe these 
splend'id buildings are just what we need. 

Now a few details - 1'he buiIdin'g comes cbmpletely 
equipped witlPelecttical wirin'g a.hd lighting, heating sy~
tern ·and washroom facilities. The cost of these units 'IS 

$5,980.00 .. { The terms of contract 'are 20 'per -cent on 
acceptance on the contract ~nd progress payments :as 
progress merits .. - IThis means that we' cou'ld have a 
'bui'lding erected on the :site complete for $1,1'96.00 and 
then pay ,the balance off monthly .. 

,We el:m use three such !buildin'gs immedi'ately. Many 
needy centres are wide open.. We pray and, trust tl1'at 
many reading this. articl~ will ~ee t~e vie ion and pray 
and 'alIso give' the enalbling means. whereby we may go 
ahead and secure at least one of these buildings. 

ISome of our readers may not belopg to the DoIla,r-A
Month ICluib. We wou'ld not ·have you excluded however 
and wish you to understand that you can contribute any 
amount to the above project without joining the' Cluib 
unless you so' desire. 

Look at the d!rawing - a potential soul-s'aving station. 
-the answer to our l:iuiilding dilemma. • 

F-LE'AiSE HElJP US! 

" REPORT FROM MILLIKEN 
It has been s'a'id that "little is mueh if God is in it." 

-This fs 'certa:inly the· experie~ce of the testimony est8!b
lis'hed in Mi'll~ken where our 'brother Rev. Acheson is 
pastor. ;Frorn· very humble beginnings the work has pro
gressed and advanced to ,become one of our virile Home 
Miss'ion causes. We rejoice with Brother Acheson as 
he writes:-. . 

Dear Brethren: 
We thank the Lord for His :blessings on our 

lillbours: "During a four-week V'isitation' programme 
foi'- our Sunday 'School, thirty-five new scholars 
were 'added- to our' enrollment. Attend'ance last 
Sund·aY was 134. We do not 'feel that we could 
successfully handle any more than 1'50 in our hase
ment, if we would eJ'iminate confusion and have 
effective teaohing. Defeat. -in teaching is too -big 'a 
price t«:> pay for Victory in numbers. 

At present we are carrying on a weekly visit:ation 
plan to increase interest in our chu·rch services. 
The Pastor 'goes out visiting in the afternoons -mak
ing 'appointments for our 'groups (two by two), to 
go into the 'home; read ,God'slWord and ·pray. At 
first there is not even an' invitation to church, 
never 'a·rgument, a'lways 'a welcome: The same hom~s 
are visited every week' until . confide~ce·. is won Iby 
'consistent, 'guileless interest.· 
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I t is amazing .by tactful· approach by the Pastor 
how many people welcome Bible reading and prayer 
in their. home. At present; we_have five groups 
going out eve:.:-y Frid·ay evening. " " 

~ . 
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The Attraction o'f -the Bible 
'By the lat~ Dr. T: T. Shields 

The idea" is not ori.ginal. We stole it f.rolJ:t the WHEN we ·approach the Bilble as being"instinct with 
J ehoval1' Witnesses, ~hos'e minister' made an ap-. the \ personality and authority of the Lord J e'sus 
p6intment with one of 'our members for two.or Christ, what. a wO.rld 'Of intel1ectual ~nd spiritu~l treasu,re 
thre~ of their people to visit every Friday evening., , "'it hecomes to us! We have waIoked with Him ,among the 
For 18 months they drove from 'Toronto to Milliken flowers of Eden; and where first the shadow of- the curse 
every week unti'l they iil·rned her 'against the truth, fell ·athwa·rt ·tfu.e path of sinful man. We have seen Him 
Does ()ur zeal and endeavour for the Truth mat~h walkthe waves of the shoreles's sea of jud,grnent; and, in 
that? , . " ,t!he patriarchs' tents, in the yoice. of angels, we have 

Sunday, Novefuber 13th, was the 5th Anniversary heard the Word which was in the beginning-with God. 
I of our church. The C'hurch was, pr~tty weB filled Iii -the tabernade of the wilderness, with, its, crimson 

for the evening service. As we look -back over the ritual, and 'in al1 the forty miraculous years, we have 
past five yea·rs, we can say with Samuel, "Hitherto heard Him spe8!king in righlteousness and mj'ghty to 
hath the Lord hel-ped u's." save. We have followed Him with JOSlhua in His tri-

Sincerely, umphal p:rogr~~ into Camian"s pro~ised land; w~ have 
."'A. ACHESON' found HIm'sIttmg among Israel's Jud'ges; and m the 

NEWS' FROM BROWNSBURG " 
Tuc'ked away 'in very ·picturesque scenery just two 

hours' drive from Ottawa -is the town of Brownsburg, 
Quebec. Here our Brother Hicks maintai!!s a stedfast 

,and consistent testimony. The churC'h at Brownsburg: 'is, 
the I-atest addition to The Conserv·ative Regular Bapt-ist 

. Association of Canada. We appre'ci'ate the 'prayers ·and· 
support of these faithful friends. The fol'low-ing report 
has just arr.ived from Rev. Hicks:- , 
- The Brownsburg and Gore services ,h~ve .-been weB 

- rria'intained with 'good attendances, high in~terest and 
some ,blessing. A new Biible School attend'ance record 
was, esta'b'Iis'hed 'at Brownslbur.g this sun'l'mer. At the 
Gore church a Bibie -School was opened. TJte interest of 
the kiddies and adults has' been an i~spiration to us. 

Brother' Hurtubise and hi's VaHeyfield sa'ints v,isited 
us ·at p.ray:er Service recently at whi-oh an offering was 
taken for their bui'lding fund. A -few weeks later some 
of us paid ,them a return. visit. 'These were times of, good 
fe1'lowship 'and an upl'ift to all.' May they' s'oon -have a', 
meeting place of their own. . 

, ,A 10ng~hoped-for dream j!ame true. t4is month when ~ 
company of .Toronto· Baptist Seminary students were 
with u's at both 'churc,hes for services on Saturday, and' 
Su~'day: In son:!, sermon, music and testimony these 
consecrated young peQple bore faithfiil witness to the 
~aving. satisfying and keeping power of the GospeL 'Dhey 
were a ,~enediction to us. ,The WE-UCOM'E mat is out 

" "for a·nother ,!isit. Long may oilr 'school of the prophets 
cQntinue in its worM-wide ministry' of teaching and 
training our workers. ' 
.. Our secreta'ry als'O paid us a 'brief, .unexpected and 
welcome vis-it last week. 

fields "of Boaz, near to, Bethlehem, we have h94lrd Hia 
w'hi'spered promise of 'the marriage of the Lamb; Where, 
indeed, have we nat found Hi-m? IS there a scripture 
path untrodden iby' His feet?· Is there a valley which has 
not echoed with His voice? I-s there a mountain which 
has not been transfigured by His presence? -' "The voice 
of My beloved! behold he cometh ~eaping upon the 
mountains, skipping upon the hills. My beloved is likE 
a roe or. a young hart; tbehold, he sta.ndeth -behind our • 
wall, he lQoketh forth at the windows,' she~ing himself 
th'rough the lamce. My belbved g.pa~e, and said unto me, 
Rise up, my ~'Ove, my fair one, and 'come away. For, 10, 
the winter is past, the rain is over and gone;' the flowers 
appear on the earth; the time of the singing of ibi,ros 
is come, ·and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land.; 
the fig tree putteth fort;h her green figs, and the vines 
with tlu! tender 'grape give ·a 'good smell. Arise, my love, 
my fair one, and come away." And we have followed 
Him - through historical wildernesses, and tbiogra,phical 
mountajn solitudes, .and 'through 'genealogica'l deserts .. ' 
only to find: that the wi'Jderness and iili'e solita,rypl'ace 
are made g:lad, for Him;, and in His pre'sence the desert 
rejoices and blossoms as the rose. In psalm'ist's melodies; 
in word~ of transcendant wisdom'; in pregnant type, and 
glewing symbol;' in wheels that are' dreadfu1; in chariots 
of fire; in. seraphi~ visions .of enmptured 'spirits of 
prop'heist priests, and -kings, we have' 'seen and heard the 
form 'and voice of ouz:' Beloved; until, at last, He has 
come to l1S from out the ··grave;· and Ibeing deClared. 'to -be 
the 'Son of God with, power; according to tb'e spi·ri,t of 
holiness, ,by the'resUJ;rection from the dead, ,with pei-fect 
knowledge of 'both worlds, He 'has" joined us oil the 
Emmaus Road; and with burning hearts we have heard 
Him,' Ibeginning at Moses 'and all the prophets', expound 
unto us in an the scriptures the things concerning Him-

- self. . ' -." • . 

THE NEW SECRETARY 
At the last meetiIlJg o!f tfue executive of The, Conservative 

RegulaT Bap'tist AS'Socia!tion of 'Canada, Rev. B. R. Oatley
Willis was elected as full-time secretary. 'Mr. Oatley-Willis 

. . has ~Qeen for ~ver five 'years 'the pastor of Firs't 'Baptist 
Church ion Es'Sex. With the·i-nlCrea:sing number of opportuni
ties for new wor-ks, the Association felt ve,ry keenly the need . 
of someone to -survey the prospective spheres 'of operation 
and to' as'sist fue piol)'eer workers. Already'. the new se'Cre-' 
tary has demonstrated hi'S aJbility and zeal ion- this laboul'. 
"Gospel Witllles'S" readers will 'be acquainted ·with Ithe pro· 
gress of this expan'sion work as the 'Secre'taTy re'ports periodi-
calty ·thrOugh ·theSe Page'S. ' 

And so. by -the illumination of Hispre~ence . in its 
pages; by, the seal of His authority ,upon all' its prin
ciples, and precepts, and 'promises; by :ijis own'invariatble 
a'ssuqtption of the -Scri,ptures' infalHlbility, there is 
wrought into our deepest spiritual consciousness the un
wavering conviction, that the Bible i-s the word of God 
that liv:eth and a'pideth for ever i' . . , 

-' 

,"Should all t~e fonns 'tpat men devise 
Assail}.t ,my faiith with trellcherou;s az:t. 

.rd,call them,vanity and lies,. , 
And bind 'the gospel to my heart." 

• J 

• 
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l'AUL AND HIS FAVOUR.IT:E CHURCH 

a religious city. PhiliPPi was not· 'POOl' for any lack of 
god·s. Tlfere are traces' of a temple dedicated to Sylvanus 
who was one. of -the most popular deities' of the Imperial 
epoch. Sylvanus was the ,god that 'gua·rded the Emperor. 
Dionysius, the favourite 'god of the Tracians,. h,ad a 
sanctuary ·in the n.earby mounta'ins, and 'Other oriental 
gods had their votar.ies in the city of Philippi. And SQ· 

PhiHppi 'couId ·boast of ·the religious- zeal of her citizens. ' 
There were not qtany-Jews in the city and the few who 
were there were not-very popular. When Paul had hea'led 
the slave ·girl her '()wners~ angered at the loss of profit 
from :her divination, seized 'Paul and. Silas and brought 
I1hem 'before the magistrates, saying, "These men, .!being 
Jews, do exceedingly trou'hle our city." 

The Burdens of Paul 

'The chul'ch at Phmppi was a:bout ten years old when 
.Paul wrote thi-s- ieder -to .them. He 'had founded the 
church but 'had! not spent mueh. time with t'hem. As a 
pioneer missionary he was constantly ,pressing on to new 

. Philippians 1 :1-11 ,_ . fields of :I'abour.·· 1'hese ten years' had been fi'lled with 

WHAT a joy a,nd stay young Christi-an men and wo-. difficulties and tr·ials and .h·ardships. And Paul· \\'8S 

men are to me daily and 'how I thank God upon bearing the marks of the IJord Jesus .Christ in his hody 
'every remembrance of the stud'ents of our school. . and carl'yin'g scars made in the serv·ice of ·Ohrist. He 

"I thank my God up'On everY rememyrance of you." had fou'ghfw'ith 'beasts at E·phesus. He had been hounded 
1'his verse esta!'h'lishes my thesis that the Philippian . by the Judaizers who tried to iear dowIi his ~ork. The 
church was Paul's favourite church. Noth'ing l'i'ke this church at ICorinth was cri-tic~1 an:dstUibborIi, some of 
was sRid 'concerning the cllu.rches of GaI'atia or the church them going so far .as to deny his; apostleship. ..nhe Gala
at Corinth or any other, church of New Testament times. tj·ans had suffered themselves· to Iii!! bewitched by the 
The a·po·stle Paul carrIed a heavy load. There was the Judaizers. And, th'ese c:hu·rches -drew from ihe apostle the 
hurden of livelihood. and the worked much of 'the time shupest letter he 'ever wrote. The Thel;lsalonians could 
with his own'hands to support 'himself and those with not -get straigtp-tened out on the doctrine of the second 

. him. There was the burden of· ,persecution from ihe coming and- their situation caned for two 'letters from 
world that hated' him Ibecause jot hated· Christ. And in . the apostle's pen: There was an incipient !gnosticism 
additio.n there rested upon his heart daily the care' of all that threatened: the .churches of the Lycus va:lley. There
t'he churches. 'But the church at Philippi made Paul happy f'Ore letters· to Ephesus and Colossae were written by the 
/:It every thou1ght of them and ,they 'lifted his financial apostie. He ·had' spent ·a lot of Hme and effort 'in .raising 
hurden 'by making repeated offerings to 'his work. Paul's -- money for the 'Poor saints in Jerusalem and his trowQles 
trYIng experiences' were ibut the fuUilment of ·the pro- reached their climax while he was in J erusaletn deliver
·phecy·made by J~sus fChrist· to An~nias at the time of . ing this fund to those ,who 8'h'owed little -if any appre~ia
h-is conversion w:p'en He' said, "I· wHI shew him how tion of what he had. done. And whi'le on this visit to 
great things he must s·q-ffer fo,-' my name's sake." What Jeru~a·lem ·s'om-e weN meaning friends talked him ·into· 
a miracle this~ man of God was from the day of ·his con- what some think was a compromise, although I do not 
vers-ion to the day of his martyrdom. share' thai v·iew,' Pau.! went into -the femple to perform 

. - certain rites ,involved in making a vow and he was 
The City of Philippi seized: and almost mobbed. The Asiatic Jews had seen 

,Philippi was a Roman colony which means that the him on the streets with Trophimus the Greek and had 
citizens of PhHippi ·had' the privileges of 'Roman citizens. jumped to' the conclu'8'ion that he had desecrated the 
The city ot PhUippi was ·govemed by magistrates who temple by ta'king this Gentile into its sacred courts. And 
were resp'Onsible only to the Emperor. This territory two years the apostle had lain in prison, in Caes-area 
was formerly a part of the Greek empiI:e- but' the Romans waiting for ·his tria-I. It 'bad' !been deferred again and 
conquered it and C)lt -it u·p ·into provinces. It was form- a·gain and, ·the Jews had -made repeated ·attempts 'upon 
erly ca'lledCrenides, "the place of fountains", somewhat 'his 'life. -So he :f.inaNy appeals to Caesar, exercising his 
Jj,ke our Hot Springs down in A·rkansas-. Philip of ri·ghts as a Roman citizen. And; his appea:1 to ICaesar 
Macedon made a real city of it and named it after him- . ta:kes ·his case out of the hands of the local court and to 
self and his son Alexander. the Great fortified' ·it. After Rome and Caesar he -must. ·go. The story of his journey 
.Philippi passed· into the hands 'of the Romans they had to Rome is too long to reeite there and' now !but. he has -
a 'big fi'ght 'among themselves and Ju1ius :Caesar was been in Rome 'now for 'some time and·'his trial seems to 
assassinated. Brutus and ICassius' wanted to make it a be proceed·ih'g and a. favourahle . verdktappears to be 
republic hut the Caesars and their'followers were just as. impending. At leas-t there i~ hope of his release. The 
determined to make -it an empire and the hattie that Philippians had first.heard,that Paul was lost at sea and 
decided the iseue . was' fought there ·at Phili-ppi in the -then the news was corrected and they heard that' he wa#! 

. year' 42 B.iC. And it was after this that' Philippi was a prisoner at Rome. The C'hurch -is stirred into action' and 
made a' Roman colony. .This city was important in- Epaphro'ditus, probalbly orie of the deacons, 'was' sent to 
d\lstrially. It was in the vicinity qf 'go'ld mines· and they Rome with 'a pecuniary offering 'for theapos-tle. And to _ 
broug.ht 'much wea'ith to'the Roman empire. It was also' ma'ke up for what -the money cou'ld, not do Epaphroditus 

.. 



10 (538) THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PR.OTEn'ANT ADVOCATE Dece~ber 8, 1955 
.-

threw himself into the s'ervice of the apostle and haz- I. 
arded his 'health and fell HI. And 'Paul writing a'bo~t The Salutation (1,2) \ 
it said that he was sick nigh unto death, !but Ood 10 In verses one and two Paul associates Timothy with 
mllrcy for all who ,were involved raised 'Mm 'up. Epaphro- ,...himself in the salutation !but the letter is entiz:ely f.rom 
d!itus learned that his 'people back home had 'learned ~f' Piul. 'Both of these are sty;led as bondslaves of Jesus 
his .il'lness and was greatly distressed' ~t the sorrow It Christ, and the Phil'ipp~'ans are addressed. as. saints or 
was Causing them. And now that 'he IS ruble to travel sanctified people., 'Sanctification' in its primary mean
Pau~ sends him back,to .the Philippians with hi'gh com- ing means separation., In its secondary 'zpeaning. it 'is 
mendation. _ consecration. ISanctification is hoth exte.rnal and mter

The Epistles of Pa~l 
This epistle' to the Philippians i'll' un~que in 'many r~

spects and particu:lars. He makes no reference t? .hl~ 
apostqIic authority. This 'implies that nob~dy 'at PhIlI~pI 
questioned ,it. And 'he saw no 'reason to 'affIrm that whIch 
was not. denied.· l'here Is ,nothing in' the ehurch at 
Phi,iippi that makes a letter' necessary. So this letter '~s 
pu'rel~ ,persona'l, a love letter fro!n the apostle to hIS 
favourite church. He has no theme to develop, no sin to 
attack. We think of the Jtqman epistle as a 'gran4 ex
position of the ,glorioos d~ctl'ine of justification !by' faith. 
In the Galatian ;letter Paul throws everything he ,has, at 
the Judaizers: who 'Wanted' -to cpm'bine the biw of. Moses 
with ihe gospel of Jesus Christ. [n Corinthians 'Paul is 
correcting 'grave er,~ors in morals and'in doctl'ines.- But, 
in PhHippians the note ,is one of 'joy and it runs throu'gh 
the, whole epistle. ISin' ~s not mentio~ed in this l~tter. 
There must have ,been a 'bit of frietion Ibetween Euodias 
and Syntyclle Ibut PaU'f .0'n'lY . admonishes them to be of 
the'same mind in the Lord. Thli!se two women had once 
laboured with Paul in advancing· the gospel of J.esus 
Christ. They were evidently energetic .. But it appears, 
that they cou;ld not a'g,ree as touching the work of wit
nessin'g for ,IChrist an'~ advaneing the 'gospel. There was 
perhrups 'a bit of selfisp ambition 'on the ,part of !both 
of them but Paul' does 'not ta:ke sides. He merely ad" 
monishes thein to !be of the same mind in the, Lord, and 
then caBs upon an esteemed brother in the church t~ 
lend his help in getting them together .. We have a 
pretty good lesson 'in pastora'l theO'IO'gy 'in the way Paul 
handles'this case. "IBrethren, be ca,reful in dealing with 
persona'l friction 'among the memlbers of the church. 
Don't take sides. no like Paul did; put the jo'b into ,the 
hands of some b'rethren. I 'am s'peak~ng· f.rom experience. 
The only occasion for this letter was the opportunity 
Paul had to get it to the 'Philippians. Epaphroditus ,is 
rubout to leave for home and this 'affords Paul an oppor
'tunity to write to them and to send 'a, 'receipt for the 
'offering E.paphroditus thad brou'ght from' the church. 
That is the most joyful letter of the New Testament 
a:lthou'gh 'it wa's written by a.man in pl'iSOIi and in honds. 

, The key words of th'is epistle are joy and: rejoice and they 
occu,r over and over again. When the church at Philippi 
was being born Paul 'and Silas sang songs in the night 
in a PhHippian ja,i] and now that Paul finds himself in 
another prison he has not forgotten ,how to sing ·in -times 
of trouble. True joy is a s-piritual secret that few 
Christians have 'learned. True joy is not found in en
vironment or in circumstances but' ,in the Lord who ,giv
eth songs in the ni'ght. And a 'bad envi,ronment 'and un
toward circumstances cannot destroy the joy that is in 

. the Lord. It reminds u's that the martyrs ,had some
thing that the world could nO.t understand. T'hey 'had the 
joy of the Lord ·and the peace ,of :God which 'passeth all 
understanding. ,Now with this lengthy introductio:n let 

, us :get on with the exposition. ' 

o 

nal. Throu'gh faith in Jesus 'Christ we are separated 
from the world, made :hO'ly in the eyes of God. The he
liever is also sanctified internally by the Holy Spirit and 
ma:de fit for the Master's use. ·There is no thought here 
,or elseWhefe of sinless pe,rfection. ' Included. in the 
address are Ibishops and deacons, Hterally overseers and 
servants. 

A New Testament Church ' .. 
Here we have a picture of. a New Testament church. 

A' New Testament church . is composed of s'aints. of 
those born of the Holy Spirit and justified ,by faith""in 
J eS'\lS Ghz:ist. A· New Testament church is a~ organiz'a" 
tion 'with two kinds of official servants, ,bishops and 
deacons. The Ibishops serve in s:piritua'l ·th'ings. The 
deacons serve in material' things. 'rhe distinction is not 
one of personal character 'but of official duties. The 
'bishops minister the Word of Gad. The deacqns- miriis- • 
ter to the material needs of the church. 'T,he spiritual 
servants: here called bishops, 'go by different names or 
titles, to denote the'ir office and, their work. Various 
titles are not any ground for a 'graded ministry. When 
the church 'is thou'ght of as a congregation, the spiritual 
servant ,is a preacher proclaiming the Word! of 'God. 
When the church is thou.ght of' as ahOdy of working 
people, witnessin'g people, the spil'itua~ servant' is, caHed 
a bishop or, an overseer. When ,the church is cQnceived 
of as a flock the spirItual lea:d'er i's ca:lled a pastor or a 
s:hepherd. 'Wh~n the church ~is thougtht of as a school, 
then the spiritual leader -is the teacher. The'spil'itual 

• servant of a New Testament chureh is also caNed an 
elder to denote" the dii!gnity and 'authQrity of his oftice: 
Elder is the 'proper' word to use when spea.'l{ing of off'ice 
and bishop is the proper ~ord when speakip!g of work. 
Now 'as a ,proof that 'bisrhops' and pres'byters· or elders 
are not different church officers 'but id'entica;l we have 
only to compare Acts. twenty and s'evenfe'en with Titus 
one verses five 'and seven. The SIP'iritual leaders from 
Ephesus Whom Paul addressed at M'iletus are' called 
elders. In ,the letter to 'Titus they are caUed by :both 
names that is, the names are used interchangerubly. Paul 
left Titus in Crete to 'ordain elders in the various cities 
where chu·rehes had heen 'founded. T,hen when the quaHfi-

, cations of these ,men are descri!bed they are called b'ish
ops 'because Jheir work is .in view. Further proof of th~s . 
is found in first Timothy third chapter where Paul. 'IS 
dealing with church ol'lganization' and official dutie!l and 
here we find the qualifications for ~ishops .and deacons 
with no intimation of any 'intermediate order 'Of officers. 
Since the days of the apostles' and prophets there have 
been no scriptura'l officers of a New ·Testament church 
s'ave 'bishops and, deacons. Eyery 'pastor is a bishop in 
the New Tes'tament sense of the word. I think we have 
made" 'a m'ista'ke.in p"opulal'izing the word pastor to the 
well nigth exclusion of other scriptura'l terms such' as 
bishop and elder. The word pastor occurs on;ly Ol~e time 
in tlhe New'Testament. ''r'he word 'bisho,p oC'Curs several 
time~ and the word elders a great many tim,es, because 



r' 

December 8, 1955 ~ GOSPEL WITNEss and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE (5~9) 11 

elder denotes the office' of the SlPiritual1eader of a New 
Testament churc:h: Even Mr. Lensld the Lutheran com
mentator s'ays, "Not until 'a time that ,is much la:ter than 

. the New Testament, does, episcopoi appear in the sense 
of our present bis·hops, men who are p'laced over several 
congregations and their vastors." It h'as to he admitted 
that you have to 'go out of the New Testament to find 
a bi-s-hop in the popuI-ar sense of the term. T:he only 
New 'Testament ol"lganizaiion is for a' local congregation 
of !baptized ,believers in cov~nant relationship' for the 
purpose of world evangelization. The offices of' apostles 
and prophets passed away with the completion of the 
New Testament. Evangelists .~ema:in but they are not 
church officers, ibut kingdom workers, holdin'g member
ship in' a New Testament dhurch and suibject to its dis
cipline. They Ibelong to nothing more and nothing better 
tban al'local con:g.regation. There is a 'graded ministry 
in aNew Testament church. as 'between his'hops and 
dea·cons. The of{'ice of ibishop is m1)re imp()rtant than 
that of deacon. The differenee is not in persons -but, in, 

. work. Any 'g6d'ly deacon wiII gladly admit that minis
tering the Word of ·God is more important than serving 

'taJbles or ministering to -the material side of the church's 
life. 'The word .f()r deacon comes from a word which 
means, "rais'ing the dust :by hastening". It is blessed 
to have deacons that are ~i'lIing to raise ,the dust by 
diligence. That which is ·involved· in tlhe office ill .humil
ity and d'i'li!gence, a rare combination of virtues. 

In this s'alutation Paul wiS/hes for the s'aints grace and 
. peace. What ibetter wis'h could- be exercised for any
body? As long. 'as we. are here 'below 'We shalt need g·race 
from God becau~e we are ever unworthy and as long as' 
we are here·below we g,halI need the 'peace that only Gotl 
can give us in Jesus -Ghrist. Grace always comes befoJ'e 
peace.· Tthere can be no peace apart from the 'g·race of 
God -in Christ. Christ bequeathed to His people His peace 
before He 'left the world because 'in grace He oMai.ned 
etema;l redell'!ption for them at Oalvary. 

ill. 
. The Thanksgiving (3-8) 
• • p 

In verses three t1). ei'ght we have Paul's thanksgiving 
f()r the 'Philippians. He thanks God upon every remem
brance of them. What wopderful !laints these PhiIippiam 
must 'have been to evoke such ·a spirit of praise from an 
apostle. Paul than'ked God for them bec'ause he could 
see the work of GOd's 'Sp'irit in them.' And beloved. if 
there is anY,thing in anyone of 'us to call forth praise. that 
praise should, "be always 'given to ·Gild. Are you and I 
the ·cause of anY'body being thankfu'l to God? Paul 
thanked God for what ·they were 'and 'prayed to 'God for 

. what he wou;ld -have them become. Than'ks·giving ·and 
prayer here are distinct. Thanksgiving looks to the 
blessings already receIved whi'le 'prayer looks to the bless
ings that are to 'be needed- in .the future. In all his 
prayers for them Paul made his ·request Iwith joy. Pray
ing.for tJ:lese 'PhHi-Pliian,s was·a happy task: We o'ugl'1t to 
be glad to pray for one anotlher. We ought to he glad 

,to ask our Heavenly F'ather to 'bless His other chHdren. 
We must eng8!ge ,in intercession, for others as well as 
supplication f()r ourselves. 

Co-operation in Gospel Work 
Verse five g'ives the ,ground for Paul's thanksgiving. 

H~ thanks God for their fellowship in the gospel." The 
Revised Version' says, ".for your fellowship in further
ance of the :gospel." Weymouth renders it, "for your co-

()peration in spreading .the 'gospel". Paul is not here 50 

much a!lIuding to the money they had sent him but he 
is thinking 'of -their larger work -in further'ing the gospel. 
"From the first day," takes us :back to the day of Lydia'i;! 

. conversion and, "unt.i'l now", takes in 'all the d'ays up to 
'the present when their fellowship had manifested itself 
again 'in an offering ·sent to the· a·postle. Their fellow
ship in the 'gospel'included what they had done for p'aul 
·but was in no wise limited to that. Their fellowship was 
active in 'all manner of ways 'and constantly, and for this 
Paul thanks God. They were pana'kers with him of -the 
grace of Gild.' . . 

Qh~.m:h work is partnership in spreading the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. And anything that does not contribute 
to that is not scriptural church work. Many people today 
think they a·re doing churc:h work when they are not 
touching the hem of the garment of church work. 

Further ·ground for than'ksgiving was Paul's confi
dence -tl1at God had begun a good work 'in them and would 
carry it on until the d'ay of Jesus Christ. Their feJ:Jow
ship in the gosp'el was to Paul ·a sure sign of their re
generation and he ibe-l-ieved that ,God who regenerated 
them would do all the rest to fit them for glory. 

III. 
The Prayer (9-11) 

'Verses nine to eleven give us Paul's prayer for the 
Philippians. He .prays that their love may aibound yet 
more ·and m~re in knowledge and in sound judgment. 
It is not 50 much a -prayer for m1)re love as -it is .for their 
love to develop in thedireclion of sound knowledge and 
right moral percepti1)ns: 1'heir love needed to become a 
J'ittle more 'intelHgent and .discriminatin'g. Love without 
knowledge .is blind; knowledge without love is cold. Paul 
does not want the Ph'ilippians to love blindily. There ·is 
a lot of .blind· love in this world. I heard a woman say 
onee that she couldn't discipHne -her daughter hecaus'e 
she loved 'her so mueh. 'Blind love!' Pauo} does not want 
the P,hiJi.ppians to love -blindly. He wants thei·r love to 
be. joined with 'knowledge. Knowledge puffs up; ,love, 
'bUIlds up. But love with knowledge wiH 'build f·ar better 
and far more wisely. Paul ,is not critic'izing. He is not 
pointing to any la'ck. He recognizes that the 'Philippians 
had not .reached perfectJion. He wants them to have 
such know;ledge that they may not only be 8!ble to choose 
between good and evil but that they may ohoose the ·.best 
among the good. He prays for their utmost sincerity. 
He prays that ,they may become tranSIParent ChrIstians. 
'He wants them to be 'genuine through and through. This 
word for sincerity, we are'told, means "tested by sun
Ji-ght". He wants these 'P-hili;ppians to be Ohris·Vians that -
can -be 'looked throu·gh without -causing anY'body to 
stumble. In short, !he -prays for their perieetion. There 
is noth'in'g s·hort of perfectJion that Paul desires .for. the 
Ph'i'lippians. He ·prays for it fulriess or' Christian 
graces. He wants th:em to :be filled with the fruits of 
righteousness "unto the glory and praise of God". 'Glory 
here den1)tes the divine maj esty; . praise 'its acknowledg-

. ment· 'among men. Gild: 'is ,glorified hy our Ibearing much 
f.ruit. And this f.ruit is 'i;>y Jesus Chris,t as its·source 
and strength. 'The f'lesh in the ·believer produces no fruit 
to t'he ,glory and 'praise of !God. Ohrist is 'the only source' 
and, strength for fruit !bearing. Oh, how precious, how 
'indispens8'b'le our Saviour is! ~e s'aid, "without me ye 
can d1) notMng". We :have no strength of tihe 'flesh to 
produce 'ariy' fruit to the ·glory of God. And 'how we 
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need to draw near and abide in Him 'constantly for in 'dea,th,: even th~ death of the cross, the spi~it of selfish· 
no other way can we ,bear fruit that will redound to the . I;lndambitious pride in 'the heart of each of these women,. 
glory and the 'honour of G<>d. Unless we .abid.e in Him, must have flown out the window. And when he 'goes on 

\ there will b~ no f.ruit in our lives to the ·p.raise of God and read.s Paul's direct appeal to Euodias and Syntyche 
,and all our ID1De "wi'll be wasted and our years wiH be to ,be of the same mind in the'LOrd there must have been 
spent ,in vain. . " complete surren~er 'on the part, ,of ~both of these dear 

The First Reading wom:en, so that the esteem,ed yokefelilows. would -have 
Now let us visuaHze if we can the first meeting of nothing·to do . 

. . the church at Philippi '8'fter the return of Epaphroditus . Now after the reading was .finished there .was a love 
from Rome. There must have 'been an' air of ex;pect'ancy feast and s,uch singing and harnlshaking was never th~ard 
at the, fi-rst reading of this epistle." Ima'gination if l~t. nor seen on sea or land~ , . . . 
loose is 'Very apt to run riot. But news must have soon And may 'God bless our study of this epistle and use 
reaehed ~e eat's of 'aU the members of the arriv-al of it to the slayi'ngof any ambitious prid-e t!hat may lurk 
Epaphroditus from-Rome. And of course he would bave .among us to cause division and cripple our testimony. 
news .from Pau'l and proibrubly 'a letter to be read at· 'the 
next meeting 'of the chu·rch, -if indeed they' iUd not have 
a ca'lled meeting Jor this very' purpose.' T·he meeting 
may have ,been held: in the home of 'Lyd1ia who in' a'lI 
prdbaibility was the only wealtihy member. in the church. 
We learn from the Corint~ian' letter' that th~ Phi1ippj.a,~ 
church was a poor c'hurch. .The deacons must have been 
busy adrvertising and ar~anging 'for this 'special meeting. 
A!nd no}\" that the time has ·arrived·t!he deacons 'are on 
hand greeting the members' as they arrive. It is prob
ruble that Clement .was· pastor of the church, who 'will 
preside. Epaphroditus 'is' ex;pected any moment and alI 
eyes are 'glued to the door. W'hat emotions must have 
HUed eyery heart 'as Epap'hroditus enters the room pale 
and thin from his illness and long journey. But he walks 
with a s~eady step, with the lti'ght of ,heaven in his eyes, 
and the JOy of the Lord in' .nis soul.' What 'greetings the 
members of the·Church must have given hfm! .' 

IThe meeting is caned to order with the singing of a 
psalm followed with a- prayer. And 'what a prayer this 
must :have ibeen by Whomsoever 'made. What praise to 
God 'must have 'gone up for His mercy 'in 'healing 
Eopaphroditus and.'g'iving ,him as~fe trip home. What 
than'ks must ,have ibeen rend'ered God for His 'goodness:to . 
the apostle 'Paul. What intercession ,must have aseended 

'. for PaUll's release ·an:d what thanksogiving ,to' God for suC'h 
a. wonder~ul Saviour a~' the Lord: Jesus· OhTist. .T,he 
devotional ep.ded. The pastor must have Ibeen very brief 
in welcoming Epaphroditus baek home. ", 

:EpaphrQditus takes' the floor a~d ibegins to unroll the" 
sc'roH~ 'a ~at!her 'lal'ge scroli, sometMng Joike eight !by 
twenty-five inc'hes. . And wi:t~h breathleRs interest ·all 
present must have Hstened to this wonderful letter. I 
~m quite sure that Epaphroditus read' quite slowly 'so 
every word" could 'lodge in the hearts of the members. 
Th'i'~. 'letter can he read in ab~1it fifteen minutes ibut I 

- expect Epaphroditus took an hou,r in ·the reading. And 
as he read there would be mixed emotions 'and varied 
reactions to tqe contents 'of the letter. They must have 
needed a thorn tin the flesh to keep them humble when 
he read, "I thank my 'God.· upon every remembrance Of· 
you." There was nothing in: the iletter to cause 'grief or 
so~row. HQw ,happy they must have been when Epaphro-

-ditus read how the 'gospel had. been advanced by the 
bonds of Paul. It is prob3lble that Euodias and :Syntyche 
at the beginn'ing of the meeting sat on opposite ends 
of the pew. . And each of them must ,have felt 'a twitch 

RED VISIT BLASTED BY (:HURCH pAPER 
London, Dec. 2 - (UP) - A semi.official organ of the 

Church of England 'Said today it strongly opposed the sched· 
uled. visit to Britain of Nikita S. Khrushchev, Communist 
Party 'boss, and Premier Nikolai Bulganin' next April. 

The Church of England newspaper; in an editorial on the 
. tour· of the Soviet leaders. through India and Burma, .asked 

its readers if they reaUy wanted~· "this circus" to visit 
Bri.tain. .... I 

"Are we to line the streets, mouths agape, while Khrush. 
chev clowns with his hat and shouts 'British, Russians, BIud, 
Bhai,' " the newspaper asked~ ('Ohai is Indian for brothers). 

"Or are we to cheer to the echo ·.t·he man who has just 
accused us of starting the 'Iast war by employing Hitler and 
'his troops against Russia ••• " , 

-To~nto Star 

COME TO JESUS 
"My next-ste"'p," said an anxiious inquirer;' is to get 

deeper conviction." "No," rep'lied a Christian friend, 
"your next step, and only 'step, is to ,go tp Christ jus't 
as you are. He dQes not say, come to conviction, come 
.to· a deeper' 'sense of sIn;' which you have 'been 1'8!bouting 
to 'get; 'but· He says; 'Come unto Me'." "Ah," she ex· 
eIa:imed, "I see ~t now. Oh, how .s·elf~ri!gli.teous I· have 
ibeen, ,reaHy refusin:g Christ, while 'a'll the time 1 thought 
.I wa:s preparing to come to Him!" "wm you go to Jesus 
now?:' the Ohristiian hastily ,asked. She,lmyked uP,. and 
then humbly 'andd'ecisively ,said, "I wi'lL" The 'Lord had 

. made her wiUing in a day of His power. ' 
'. -'selected 

'The fear of the Lord is the fit fountain of holy 'living: 
we, look in vain' "for holiness apart from it: none' 'but 
those who fear the Lord will" ever, walk in His ways. 

. -..,;c. ~. SPURGEON 

I'N PRINT 

.4 Defence of Calvinism 
By C. H. Spurgeon ,--', ' 

A .brie'l. readable and Scri~ui-,al outline 
of the basic truths of the faith. . 

20 .. Pages 
Printed on first grade book ~ 
Price - 10 cents or 12 for $1.00 

of conscience when 'Epa,phroditus reads where Paul a'p· 
peals for unity urging them to sta~d fast lin one spirit, \ 
with one mind, striv-ing together for ,the faith of the 

. gospel., AJ?d ""hen he reads wha:t Paul El,ays aboll;t the 
mind of -Ghrist and His ihumi'lity.and' lIis O'Qedience unto 
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A 1)tVO!iomtr ,tuhJJ it) 

v.:iatittn 
. Chapter 23 

'THE CONDITION OF THE DEAD 
AWAITING THE-LAST JUDGME;NT 

Revel~tion 20:1·10 

AMONG rt'~e seven '~eatitudes cQntained in the bQok 'Of. 
, Revei.atlon" tnefl'rst and the last iay stress on the 

'blessedness Qf·those whQ study tMs bQok : . , 

~.'BIessed. is :he th~t read~" and they that hear the 
words of thi.s prQphecy, and 'keep thQse things which are' 
written therein~" (1: 3). ' I . '. 

'~BJessed ,is :he that keepeth the sayings' 'Of the prophecy 
'Of this bQQk!" ,( 22 : 7.) . 

,In the following pages we sball therefore offer to i1im 
the :hYP'Othesis whiCh s"eems to answer ibeat the many 
questions of the problem set befQre us in ,th~ fi-rst ten 
verses of Revelati'On 20. The ·future ailQne .win substan-
tiMe 'Our interpretatiQn. , 

\ ·A soulld and:'c'Onsd-entiQus elucidation 'Of the Apocalyp
tic ,visiQnseviden1:ly requires an enQrmQus amount 'Of 
wQrk t'Ogeth~r' with Ii ~ertain tensiQn of mind, with any 
student who makes every endeavour to understand them. 
The YQung prince whQ of old was. aSlkirig.for a royal road 
to 'geometry was greatly. mil!taken .. In ,studying the final 
revelations of Sciipture, let us '8th ow just as much gQod
will as in'the re-ad'ill'g. 'Of ihe riElwspaper; which ,is never 
laid aside 'On aecQunt of :Dts abscur-ity, even when it speaks. 
the jargQn' of the 'Stock Exchail'ge or' 'Of spQrts, or when 

• j.t deals with intricate poHtfcaii 'Or econQmical pr~bleIl!s.· 
['1 :is th.erefQre necessary and extremely prof-i·table to 

draw as ma,ny' spiritual lessons as PQssible from· this 
peerless writing. And that, in spite of the numerous ob
stacles which we !!Qme across in the course of Qu'r study: The above remai:lks are necessary fQr we are about -to 
8qch oIbstacles generaHy ori,ginate,in the human incapa- grapple witn the most ContrQverted pa'ge in b'~bIical ,proph
b~if.ity. 'Or in ,th~: mental slQth 'Of the student§ .. ,FQr Revela- ecy. Latus.alsQ.notice that tile ojleniri'g verses 'Of Revela: 
HQn recQrd's -things whicli '~eye hath. not seen, nor ear tion 20.constitute the' 'Only New Testament 'basis fQr an 
.h~ard, neither nave 'entered intQ 'bhe heart Qf'man," things • the teachings ·concerning t:he "omillenium" . 
. whicl1, baffHng the darkened ,understanding 'Of the natural According tQ most 'Of the 'systems 'Of interpretation nQW 
man, can 'Only be "ipioritually dIscerned". in. ·favour, a considerable periQd ''Of .time must elapse be. 

'But thbS~.Clb~tacies 'also 'Qr~ginate 'in '~he presumptiQn - ,fQ~e ,the Day. Qt .Judi~e~t, which \V'i'J;lwitne~& an earthiy 
of many cQmmenta-tor-s who, anxiQus tQ expIain. every- .rel'gn 'Of Oh~lS1! m :f1 -temp~r.al wQrl~ 'PQ.wer kmgdom. ~A'l
tlrjng, have too o:ften 'ignQred the warning Gf $upreme im- . thou-g,h the m.tellPr~ters ar~ at va,rl'ance 'On many part~cu
portance fQUh~a~ the end Gf the !bQak: ,"If any man shall lar~, ~hey mamly ~lff~r wlth :re~rd tQ. th,e chronQl~gl~l 
;add untQ these .thmgs, 1GQd. S!hall ac;ld untQ ,him tile plagues _ PQs'lb~~ of 41he pel'lod m relatlQn '1'0 ,Ch~lSt s. return: SQme 
that 'are written in ilihis bQo'k: An'd if any man 's'hall take' place, 1't ,bef~~e, ()t~ers af~er, ObheroS' stl~l decl~re ,that ~he 
away ,fr~m .th'e WQrds 'Of the' book,Qf this prophecy, God S~ond C~lD'g wdi h,e, In tWQ sta~es, .Qne at the 'begm-' 
s'haU take away !his part 'Out of the ibook 'Of Hfe, and, Gut nmg, tile QtlJ-er ~t ,the ~IQse Gf the ·ml'l'lemu'~. 
of .the.'hOly.city, 'and' from the . things which are written NO' 'COnciliatiQn can ~e'attempted on"logical grounds !be-' 
in this'bQok."· . ' tween' thQIre diss,imilar ,views. On the other hand, ,it is '. ' 

It is thus .our.Qwn duty to 'heed 'that sQle~n warning, imposs~'~l~ ~Q "giv~ preference' to"either theQry on scrip
an'd..to study ,the book ,with trembling. awe, for the d~- tural -grQunds. FQr the ~QI)" Bo!)k, strangely enQugh, 
scr-ibed punish~ent is 'Of a most threatening nature. . keeps· ~ significant ~il~nce ~n ,the matter, NQt a single' 

A Now, as we co~e to the twentieth ehapt~r of Re~ela- ~l'dQf .J~sus Ohrist in'Jthe ,go~ls .Qr .ji:l,pr'im~tive .. trad-i
ti'On, we are CQnfrQnted with the question 'Of the "mil~ bQn pretLicts a th'Ousand ~ear~ r~lgn,: .. NQtltmg ~n ~e 
lenium':., :M~~y theQries have been 'aired cQncerning tJhat ,Acts .of ~e ApQstles, nOlth~?I,g 1D the epl~~l~s, nQ~mg m 
thQusand year' perl'Qd, But every ",' 'gl f th h the r~mamder 'Of. Revelatl'On clearly J>Omts tQ such a 

. "In e 'One '0 em as,·, Th d'" '11 • "'''''ft-If' .... f 'd' . been conclusively an'd recipI"OCaIly refuted: .fGr they all reIgn.·" e wQr .ml emum . l~' l~. n.ever Qun. m 
enCounter insuperable obstacles. the Old Testa~ent. On ~e o~er hand, ~t IS ~ recGgmzed 

. '. • • > factJhat Ibhe Idea 'Of a 'mlllemum - be 'It true 'Or false-: ~!, researc:h In tn-at particular field ,therefQre remains ,is traditiQnal; we can ,also safely say that it is a prQduct 
IC:gl'timat~, .w~ereas t:he natu,re ~f 'Our sttid;y mQrally fGr- 'Of Jewish thou'gh't. FinaUy, it is' obV'iQus, thai a thousl;lnd 
~d8 us. to S'lcip ~e question: Furtber;' we must ,give the ,y~'rs' periQ'd .talcing 'place' in a pal'ltily unregenet:ate wodd, 
r~ad'er a JI!Q~ltlve n~terpretatlQn and, n'Ot co~tent ourselves 'cQnipletely differ.s frQm the. spiritual ani;l invisible rei'gn 
wltl.1 statl,n;S' t~e d'~ffer~nt.'theories propounded by thQse' Q.fGod 'Over His elect durin'S' tile present ecQnQmy. ,It, 
who·hold t}ie,~'dlemal VIews. ". . also diiffers frQm ~,e v:isi:ble . and ,final reign Qt Jesus 

, j 
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Ohrist over a renewed earth. 'Thus, it can be easily wo'uld thus appear natural, and even necessary, th8lt a 
understood why, as 'soon as the millenial views were pro- . vision rbe here 'given of the state of things on the" other 
pounded and since then, -the idea of an earthly mUlenium side of the vej'l. 
has appeared too insufficiently grounded to many piou's According to the plost acceptable .intel'lpretation,- ,Lt ,is 
scholars to be iblindly accepted'. only with rega'rd to the intermediate world' that Satan -is 

On the other hand, if we -leave aside the -idea of an powerless. 'Dhis limitation of -S8Itan's activities is of 
earthly millenium, if we examine the portions of the Old 'd,ivine origin, as evidenced 'by :the picture of the angel 
Tes'tament and ;the passage in Revelation which ha's been oo~ing down from heaven,. Let us make due note of the 
Hnke~ wilbh them in their proper contea:t8, and if we give following detaills: the. use of the ''Xey of the bottomless 
the~ a spiritual meaning, we, !'{haHreach. clearer, and pit"; the "great cha-in"; the soyerei'gn authprity of the 
truer conclusions; further, our interpretation of the Bible angel over the one whose ;tities' John enumerates with 
will hav~' more unity, whereas the spiritual lessons drawn triumph and relief ("the di"agon, that old serpent, which 
from i1Jhestudy of i1Jhose portions will prove just as much is the Devil and ISatan") ; 'Satan's'bin!dIiDig for a thousand 
-if 'not more-edi'fying. If the aibove suggestions can he yeaTS; and his be'ing cast ,into the pit; !his illlprisonment 
reaIizeds then 'We might ,impute to the Seducer the inven- and the seal placed Ii'pon ,him (a .di.vine revenge for the 
tion of <the whole theory: for Satan uses every possible attempt ,that was made to seallChrist"s 'body -in the tomb) 
means to divide the Christians and to materialize their - - aU those features lay stress on the aJbsolute impotency 
religious'ideal. As we say Ithose things, we however fully of :the Adversary.Th8lt~impotency whieh' obviously aJp
reoognize ~n'd have the ib:i'ghesi 'regard' for the sincerity plies at least to·. the ,inter-mediate world, imoplies· a 'con-

· and the sC'hO'Ianhip of all -the interpreters with whom we siderable l'imitation, of ,the
D 

diabolical ,power: those 'by 
may differ concerning the question of the miIIenium., Be- whom, u'lltH their d~ath, he had been 'rega,rded as the 
sides, we s'hall here only !briefly expound our own inter- d,readed "prince" are now beyond his reach. 
'p~etation, as we shall devote a later' book to the sole study 'Satan's power is' 1"estriicted for a definUe pu,rpose: 
ofprOop'hecy. . . "That 'he Sihou'ld. deceive the nations (tb'at is the 'Gentiles 

IThis being said, -it seems to U'S that Rev~ation' 20 must or, ~~~a~s) no mOore, ~ll '~e _ tlhou~nd ye~rs ~ould be 
needs be intel'lpreted In the light of 'its immediate con- • ful~lU,ed. In. con!lectlon w'ith ou·r 'lDteryretetl~n, tho~e 
text. Now, ,in th'e .preceding chapter we read: "And I ~ordls WOUld. ~onfnn~. that the r~bels,·i~roug.ht mto thIS 
saw an angel stand'ing ,in the sun; 'and he cried with a p,lace o~ waltl~lg wh~ch the- ;Sc.npture elsewn.e!~ ~erms 

" loud voice, s'aying to aH' the fowls that fly in the midst Had~s, must '~emam ther~~ wlrtihom a~y poss'lblht~ of 
· ~f heaven, Come -and 'gather yourselves together unio the ch'a~gmg t?eevl,l nat~l"e wh'lcil the~ WIll have .acqulr~ 

supper of the ;great 'God; Th8lt ye may' eat the flesh of durmg theIr earthly 'lolfe. !Satan WIll not deceIve them 
kin'gs, and the flesh of -mi'g'hty men, and the flesh of any mo;e, and '~hey wiD. I~y them~el'Ves !become. deepl~ 

· hor,ses, and Oof them that sit on, them, and the flesh of ro9ted m the WIcked .S,~l;ltual atbtl~ude .the~ ~11l have 
a'll men, both free' and !bon'd, both' small and great. And c~osen. T'~at new condItIOn - ~ Kind of fmal test -
the' remnant were ,slain with' .i1Jhe sword of him that sat. wIll conclUSIvely prove ~hat they wlll have.~eted ~f -ma'lice 
upon·,the ihorse, which sword oprO"Ceeded' out of his mouth: afore!hou'g'ht. T~ey wl'll tJ.herefore b~ held· entl-rely re-
'and all the fowl's were ftlled with.thejr,fles'h." (19 :17,. sponsllbl~ for hav'mg made h~ht of ~od s"g,race. ' 
18, 21). If 'we 'inte~rert 'th'is passage .in all simplicity On the ather hand~ the scene which follows the,bindin~ 
and.wlth'Out preconceIved ideas, we must'conclude with of Satan s'eems tq plctu,re an aspect.of the blessed state 
,the majority of expositors, that, at the time' wh~n the of the elect for which· thea,postle. Paul yeai,ned when he 
angel',s prOC'lmnation is made, aU men with'Out any excep- - wrote: "I have a desire to depart, and to be with .christ; 
-tion have gone beyond tIie 'grave. It .seems th'eref'Ore which is far !better." The reference would, thus be here 
legitimate that the. foHowing verses 'should give an answer tQ 'the "souls" or "livei!4" 'Of the ,martyrs ·and faithful wit
to the quest'ion:. "What has Ibecome of aU those dead-?" nesses who 'have c~e out of 1lh:e earthly trlbu'l8ltion. Al
, Be'h'ind the hi-ghly aymii-oll·cal lang· d· t· '.... th'Ough the world' thmksthey are dead, tho~ elect, aireaQY 

., 'U ' ua'ge we IS IngulSn spirituall . ed '''r· Q" th th ·d f th a twofold answer': 1. The 'Conditio f th I t "t" '.." y .renew .' are Ivmg. on e 0 er Sl e 0 e 
the Last JU'd m n ,. ~ ,0 . e e ec awal mg vel~: that IS the fIrst resurrect'ion, the secottd resurrec-

get. 2. Th~ oondittIOn of the 'rehels-o tion.being the final,puttin'g on of thegilo.rified -body. fDhe 
I. THE CONDITION OF THE ELECT AWAITING Patmos ISeer d~lareis that thos;e wh'O slhare that privilege 

THE LAST JUDGlMENT (20il.6) '. are "blesse,d and holy". They are "blessed" because they 
. . Uveand rei'gn with Ohrist while wa'iiliinrg for their final 

~t us. f1l"s:t ~otl.ce th!lt bet~een t~e finail dis$-pearing glorifi'C8:tion.·· 'Dhey are· "hoolt'" b'ecause the "second 
of mankm~, descrjlbe~ in ,t~'e pr~edlD'g. con~ext, and the " death" suffer~d thy th'e repels will have n,opower over 
D~y of Judgm~~t, dep~cted Immedl~t:ly 'a,fter, there i8' no them. Furth.er they aTe· "holy" because "separated" from 
roo~ for any '/.nter",enm~ earth~y m8wn. Theref?re, there aU ev,n, from the c'Ompany of the wicked and 'from' thl! 
·can be no reference to hIstory 1D the passa'ge WIth which inf.luence 'Of ,Satan. ' 
we are now dealing. On the contrary, we sU'g'gest that " 
those 'few v:erses are giving us a 'glimpse of ·the invisilble II. THE 'CONDITION OF THE REBELS 
worlO. The foHowing five facts are presented:: (1) . AW.AITING THE LAST JU'DGMENJ; 
Sa~'~ !p'Owerlessness in the a'CCu'l:'Sed place; (b) the (20:5, 7·10) 
condrl~lon of. ~he elect; (~~ the cond'ition of the rebels; , .' "'The interpretation of the vision' we shall now Ibehold 
(d) ~he perslst~nt, hOSti}lty of the rebels Rlgainst the. wiU ,be 'greatly facHitated by the parRible of th,e.Rieh Man 
ele~t.' (e) th~. fma;l des~my. of IS'atan. What 'seems to . and Lazarus: "Son," 'declares Albraham, "I).OW is Lazarus 
con.flnn our l~~el'lpretabon ,IS .the fact ,tlh:at, in the ,re- cOomforted, and thou art tormented. : And 'beside all th'ls, 
mau~der ?f '&:,l'Pture an~~ of the iQook of Revelation itselt - . ,between us and you there iis a great ,gulf fixed:' so that 
nothmg is sald· concern'in'g the intermediate world. It ,they Which would pa'ss from hence to you cannot; neither 
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can they pass to u·s, that would come from thence." In 
other word's, once the earthily testing is over, man's nature 
becomes eternally ·immutable. After enjoying his free
dom of will, ·man fa'lls captive of a kind of irre~stioble 
instinct. 

The-above considerations are confirmed 'by the follow-
. ing facts in Revelation twenty:' . 

(a) "But the rest of the dead. Jived' not again until the 
thousand years were finiisJhed." We have here a figure 
of speech which, ~n full harmony with similar scriptura,l 
phrases, can Ibe thus translated:. "during the whole thou
sand years,the ·rest of the dead' 'lived not." In other word's, 

o even during that long period of time, they could not take 
hold of "eternal life" , that gift 'whi:ch is for ever inaccess
·ilble. to those who will have delilberately chosen the wages 
of s-in-that is, "death". This diCes not.mean that, after. 
t!he thousand years, they will 'be different from what they 
were on earth. For ou,r text simply impIljes that, during 
the course of the thousand years, no ehanrge wiH ,be pos
sible in the/dispositions-and tbherefore in th'e nature
of those dwellin'g 'in Hades. Most of the evangelical com
mentators agree as to such immutability. 

,(Ib) The n~t vis'ion. (20 :17-1Q) seems to indicate that, 
at the cIo'se of the thousand years, the rebels will give an 
~ltimate and conclusive proof that there has been no 
change of heart· in them: Satan win be "loosed for a 
little season" and en8Jbled for ·the last time to 'Play his 

. 'guilty part. In the ".four quarters of the earth" we can 
rea'd, "the four hidden places", by analogy with Acts 
26: 26. 'The phrase,. "They went up on the 'brea:dth of· the 

. earth" would confinn' that the starting-'Place of that bold 
entel'1Jl"ise 'is in Hades it1iself, which is elsewhere desig-

the Old Testament saints, they will enter, with repenting 
. and Ibelievillig hearts, into the joy of their Lord. Althou'gh 
having ,but vagUely cau'ght a glimpse of the will of 'God, 
they will however be ~eceived 'into 'His fellowship, on the 
basis of their elementary faith. As to 'the others w·ho 
"did not l:ike to retain God in their knowl~,ge", they' will 
be ·r.ej'ected· f.rom 'before His presence, for He knows that 
their fu!,rdened hearts would' refuse the offer of grace or 
accept .it out of sheer interest. They will only Ibe 'given 
a supreme opportun·ity to 'COncluSively show forth their 
wiclced natUl'e and' their hostiUiy toward God, as they 

. ga,ther together against the "cam'P" of those who bear 
tile d,ivine resem:blance: For 'as itt i& written: "He that 
desp'iseth 'you, d'espiseth me", and "!he that 'rejecteth me, 
hath one that judgeth him" (,Luke 10:16 and John 

.12 : (8). Nothin'g cou:ld more for..cefutly descri'be those 
a.spects of the 'divine justice than the symbolical vis-ion 
we have just beheld. 

One verse (v. 10) depicts the end of the extraordinary' 
career of the Prince of this world: hAnd the dev'i'l;that 
deCeived them was cast into the lake of fire and brim
stone, where the Ib~st and: the false 'Prophet are; and shall 
'be tormented day and night for ever and ever." Follow
ing such bo'ldness, no epitaph has ever ibeen so concise 
and so significant. As we fig.ht on the "·good fight of 
the fai,tJh", ,let us a'lways remember the ,prophecy of the 
dreadf.ul en~ of the ,P.rince of darkness and his ~om
plices. 

Bible'School Lessoo. Ootline 
nated as the 'lower parts of the earth." . 

mh·· ib . ted th" ( Vol. 19. .Fourth Quarter Lesson 12 December 18, 1955 ',L' 'IS' emg ·gran " e camp or, anny) of the saints" ___________ ....:. __________ . 
and the "Ib~oved city" (or, popu1'ation). are easily iden- OLIVE L. OLA.RK,IPh.D. (Tor.) 
tified with th'e company of those who have experienced' - -----________________ _ 
the "first resurrection". 

That vis-ion 'af happiness, and probalbly also ,the pre
sentiment of what is albout to happen, arouses Within the 
rebels the·lower passions 'which nave always characterized 
their contacts with the Christians: a ;blind· jealolLSY and 
a 'bittt!er hatred prompt. them to "battle", in the hope of 
overcoming the sa,ints and destroyin'g their bliss. The 
names "Gog and Magog" direct us to the prophecy of 
Ezeki'el 88 and 89 in which the ·f.ierceness of the attacks 
describedl there symibolical'ly poin1is to the present vision 
of Revelation 20. But those u1timate ·manifestations of 
the povyers of evill are warded off without ·delay. The 
'attempt tra'gically fai:ls ants \rery beginnilllg: ·"Fire.came 
'down fl'om God ou~ of !heaven, and devoured ,them." To 
the slow tactics of the forces' of &itan is contrasted the 
divine promptness. ' . 

IH~ve we not in this scene some sU'ggestions with regard 
to the ·moving prO'blem of. the destiny of those :who will 
have Hved! before the crucifiJdon or whom the message of 
the 'g~spel wiU have ~ever reached,?, Deprived of the neces
sary litght (revelation) they were thU's unable ,to be ac
quainted with the person of God and with the plan of 
redemption: having 'lived without the law, 1ftley will Ibe 
judged withou·t the .law. Their "deeds" will condemn or 
justify them. They snaIl go each one of them to their 
·appointed place; according to the dispositions 'of their 
hearts.. Tthose who wrIl have / '~receiv~ tbhe truth· in ,the 
love of W' wiU ~ail on the other side of the veil Him 

., whom they. will have 'loved 'witHout knowing Him. 'By, 
virtue of the· ~me ,~inci'Ple of gracewh'i~h applied to 

UNION WITH WRIST 
Lesson Text: ColosSians 3:1-17. 
Golden Text: "If ye then be risen with Christ, seek 'those 

things which are abOve, where Christ s'itttrtl:a on the right 
hand of God."~Polossd'ans 3: 1. 

I.' New Life in rite Saviour: verses 1-11. 
'This chap'ter describes the believer's llnion with Phrlst, 

who is preeminent in His person (chap'ter J) and 'in His 
. ministry of reconciliation (chap'ter 2). ' 

'Our Saviour,being God from aU eternity, toQk upon Him
self the form of sinlful flesh', that ·He might die on our behalf 
(Phil. 2:6-8). Raised from the dead by the glory of ·the 

. Father, He was exalted to 'tbe Father's right. hand ('Phil. 
2:9.:11). The !bel'ievers, 'to whom'lf;he Lord reckons the work 
of 'Chiist, are counted as haVing died with 'Him, having risen . 
with Him, h~ving ·ascended on high with Him (·Rom. 6:2-5: 
Eph. 2:4-6: 001. 2:12, 20): ·anld sharing His exaltation as 
wel'l 'as ,His suffering, they will one day apptlar. with ·Him in 
majesty, power and great glory .(Rom. 8:17-19; Phil. 3:20, 21; 
1 John 2:2~). -

This h'igh standing ,wi'bh Christ, wbich is ·the position at 
the believer in !the reckoning of Godt involves a solemn re
sponsibili'ty to live in a manner wortny of that Divine call
ing (Eph. 4:1). If we are regarded as hawng risen with 
Christ in newness at life, OUI'- interests, thoughts and de'SiJ,'eS 

. should be directed Ito tMur. that are heavenly and spiritual; 
rather than - to those whIch 'are .material :and worldly.· If 
we have idded with Chri'St 'to 'the world, let us ,put away all 
that belongs to the old, unregenerate na'ture (Rom. 6 :5-14; 
8:13: Gal. 6:14; Eph. 4:17-25). These itliings characterize 
unbelievers (Eph. 2:2, 3; '5:1-7). As we have been made new
creatures 'in Christ (2 ·Cor. 5:17) we are to take o~, '88 it 
were, 'the garments of sin (2 Cor. 7:1); any 'Sin IO:f thought 
such as 'anger, wrath and malice (Eph. 4:31), and any sin of 
speech such as blasph~my, 'impurity o~ untruth (Gal. '5:19-21; 
Eph. 4:25, 29), . 

., 
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We who belong to Christ have put'on 'Christ (Gal. 3:27) 
receiving by.fai'th His righteousness, ,!hich has '~n imputed 
to Us (Rom;. 3:20-28; 2 Cor. 6:21; Ph,il. 3:9). We have been 
renewed Iby the, Holy Spirit (John '3:6; Tit. 3:6), and 'the, 
process of s'anctification has commenced (Heb. 10:10, 18), 
whereby we who were originally made 'in 'His llikeness, a 
likeness which sin 'to a' .certain extent 'has marred,' shaH ~e 
ultimately entirely like Him (Rom. 8:29; 1 Cor. 16:49; 1 
John 3:1, '2). One might illustrate th.s truth 'by reference 
00 a photograph. .The likeness of the SU!bject is stamped 
upon 'the l!!ensitive paper'lin a moment of time, ,but devefop
ment :in a dark Toom is' needed !before the likeness is -made 
manifest. 'Sanctification,'as a crieds takes ploace the moment 
we believe upon Christ; butsanctm~ation as a pl'OiCess may 

,ta:ke years to ·be complete. Whatever our conldition as re
gards things national, (Greek or Jew, verse 11) ieligious 
(circumcision, or ,uncircumcision), cultural (iba~rian or 
Scythian) or social ('bond or free), we shall !be found ,in the 
image of Clirist, the Preemdnen't One, OUT An in all· (1, Cor. 
1:26-31; ·Eph 4:10). • ' 

- II. New Love 'for -the Saints: verses 12-17. 
, If ·in the purpose ~f -God we are His chosen 'ones, destined 
00 be made perfect, like'unto 'Christ, let, us, aim to have His 
min'<l ·in all 'thing (Ph'il. 2: 6); let us 'Practise' 'the yirtues 
which are :appropriate 'to th~ who are clo'thed in, the holy' 
garments of His righteousness (Rev. 19:8). 

Since 'Christ ,has loved us and saved us, regardless 'af· our 
'national, 'reUgious, ~ducational or soCia:l standing (Gal. 3:28); 
we are ,to remember that 'He is All 'in all, and tha't lin spiritual 
matters, hum'an distinc'tions do not count (,Gal. 6:16). ,We 
are to, love ot:hers, even 'as Chris'!; loved 'us (1 John 3 :'16; 
4:21). We 'a're to follow Him in being merciful (Luke 6:36), 
kiind (2 Pet. 1:7), 'huM'bl~ (Matt. ~1:29), meek (Matt. 6:5; 
21:5) 'anld long-sufferIng (Col. 1:11). Like ,Hini we are to 
be patient and,forgdv:ing, one toward another (Matt. 6:12-16; 
Eph. 4:'32)., If the lOve 'Of IChrist is allowed 'full, sway in 
our hearts, it wilt knit uS,'together, as we aU s'trIve toward 
maturity of 'character and the perfection which is ,promised. 

Our rela'tionshi~ one toward another Will be free from 
jealousy and 'angry' strife, « 1n each heart 'the peace of God 

,is allowed to rule, ,"to sll; as ~mpire" (liteJ;'al ,meanmg of 
the Greek word translated "'rule" 'in verse' 16),., As' peace 
is .the 'gift QfGod ;to' eaC'h member'of, the, body f#.' Christ, so 
righteous and h91y unity,a harmony based upon conviction, 
should prevail 'among those members (Rom. 12:18; Eph. 
4:2-4). But peace:which is, gadned at the e~pense af right-
eousness lis no't true ~ (Jas.3:18). ' 

Thanksgiving 'to 'God' fror His mercy; for His' grace in 
ca.lling. us 'to 'Himself, will &Iso 1lend to 'Pr9mote unity amrong 
HIS chIldren (2 Cor. 1:11). ' , " 

, Hrow a're 'the 'Christian virtues af love, peace 'and thanks
. giving :to be "fostered? 'How shan 'we be made like unto our 
M'aster?' By 'beholddJig Him in His word: (Psa. u i19:9, 18; 
2 Cor. ~3: 18) , 'arid 'by letting -His word find ,a lodgemen't in our 
hearts (IPsa. 119:1'1). Then heavenly wisdom shaH be,our 
por'llion (1 ·Cor. 2:5; 'Col. 1:9). , ' ':..,-

Anothe! means of grace il! ,Cht1stian fellOwship' (1 John 
1':3). We may teach and admonIsh one anotlier'i.praising 
,God for His mandf91d grace '(Paa. 34:3; Heb. 13:J'5). 
, ,The Apostle sums up the pracmcal duties o'f a Chris'bian 
in'verse il7 .. (cbmpare veme '23). These words'm,ay also be 
,Il'S,ed 'as!" test: ~hatever we may say o~ do with thanksgdving 
to God Isa'Pproved (Ep~. '5:20); !but if any.word 'Or action 

"cann'at 'be for His, glory or be 'the subject of prayer and 
praise 'to Him, it is n9t Iawfulror expedient (Rom. 14:22,28). 

~ : ~ . .. 
, ,. ' Daily Bible Readings ' 

,Dec. 12-The l",rU:~ts of Union 'W'!."th :Christ; ___ ._' John 16:1-19 
Dec. 1a-.-The 'CeIta1nty of Uniron wi'th 'ChM _ John 14:1-20 
Dec. 14-Un'ion with Him through the '8p'irit's'l:Qaptlsm· 
, , " ' ' , . ' 1 Cor. 12:1-18 
Dec. 16-Life .through Union 'W'J't;h 'Christ _ ....... :Gal. 2:16-20 
Dec. 16-Walj.{ing in Union wi'th IChrist .... _"': .. 'I John 2:1-6 
Dec. 17---lChrist's Prayer for UJiity __ ... _, .. ...:.:.. 'J'ohn 17:13-23 

"Dec. 18-Un~ty of 'the IBrethren through Christ ' 

Suggested 'Hymns 
Behold, what love! 

. The church's rone foundation. 

1 ~r. l:10-17 

Blessed be' the fountain of blood. 
There ,:is a fountain filled With blood. 
Once I was dead in !lin. 
~ying with ,Jesus. 

-, ' 

C~ 

.,' 

ilL CJJHIinrJ.,! 
.' ' 

Do You HavEt, Some~ Shoppi,ng 
/, 

Probl,ems This Yea-r? 

M:ay We Help_? , . 

On your shopping Ii., are s~me per~ons who 
have no need of the usual type of Christmas 
presen;t. What will you'send them? We have 
,two suggestions that will solve your problem.' 

" I.' The Doctril'ies of Gr~ce 
, 

An ,attl'lactive, well bound book of great 
messages ,b·';Or._T. T. Shields. Bound i., Q' 

rich maroon binding witn ,gold irripr,int, t~is 
volume will be gratefully '~eived, by'all, 
ChristiGns. 
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2. A'Subscription to the 
~ospel, '~itness 

"Fifty-two time.s Q ye~r this faithful gospel 
messenger will bring, to: your friend·'s ho~ 
sound" evangelic~1 reacUng. Help to ,intro
duce'THE GOSPEL. WITNESS to other~! 

One: year-'s subscription' _-: ____ ' ____ $3'.00. 

Two' year's subs~ripti9n', ::. ... ___ '_' ____ $5.00 
"'-. ' 

,: Six month's ·subscription ___ :.. ______ $1.50 •. I,,, ' 

P"S. Your ,pastor would "appreciate either ,of 
,lte, 'above' gif,.. . 

. ,ACT, NOWI Sen~ you; order~ to 

'THE GOSPEL" WITNESS, 
130 ,Gerrard 5" E., Toron'o' 2, On I. 

" 
" 
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