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RUSSIAN'C'LERGY VISIT CANADA

- . . Ve
UCH newspaper space has been devoted to the coming

vmt of some Soviet churchmen to this country. -

Hardly a day passes without some mention of this event
in the public press. Not all the comments, however, have
been favourable.

tries addressed a letter to the United Church of Canada
in which they expressed surprise at the fact that the
United Church would sponsor such a visit. They ‘further

offered to participate in an open discussion with the .

Russian dlgmtanes regarding the church behind the Iron
Curtain.

The Globe and Mail carried the following story about
the Baltic clergy’s protest:

A group of Baltic-Canadian clergymen, in a letter
addressed to the United Church.of Canada, have ex-
pressed surprise that a church delegation from the
Soviet Union was invited to visit Canada.

Signed by ministers and pastors of 11 Estonian,
Latvian and Lithuanian church congregations in Tor-
onto, the letter states: “Your friendly attitude to the
clergymen of the ‘Soviet Unlon comes 88 a great sur-
prise to us.”

It adds: ““The role of the church in the Commumst
system is by now well known, and we_do not have any
hopes in connection with this visit. It will only mean
a new victory :for Soviet propa.ganda in the Western
world.”

The letter asks that permission be given to repre-
sentatives of the refugee clergy to meet the Russian
church dignitaries in the presence of Canadian news-
papermen for the purpose of an open digcussion on the
present situation of the church in the Soviet Union.
It suggests the dxscusslon be broadcast or televised.

The letter concludes with ‘the promise that there
won't be any demonstrations against the delegation—
“for our wish is only to have an open debate of church
matters with them.”.

The clergy who signed the letter represent the Prot-
estant and Orthodox faith, -

Those clergymen who signed the letter were: John
Teras, Trinity Estonian Lutheran Church Otmar

A}

For instance, some of the refugee '
_clergy who have come to Canada from the Baltic coun- -

Pello, First Estonian Evangelical Lutheran congrega-
-tion; August Raidur, St. James’ Estonian Evangelical
Lutheran Church; Fr. Placidus Barisa, Lithuanian
Parish of the Resurrection; Adolf Cops, First Latvian
Evangelical Lutheran church; Oskar Puhm, St. Peter’s
Estonian Evangelical Lutheran church; Em, Lipik,
Estonian Orthodox Church of Toronto; Rev. P.  Azu-
balis, St. John the Baptist R.C. Lithuanian church;
Rev. R, Eksteins, Latvian Baptist Congregation in Tor-

- onto; Rev. Arnolds Lusis, St. John’s Evangelical Luth-
eran Latvian Church of Toronto; Rev. A. Briedis, St.
John's Latvian Evangelical Lutheran church.

The Globe and Mail further stated that “when. the visit
was first announced, Russian Orthodox leaders in Tor-
onto, who accuse the Moscow church of playing a puppet
part, said the Moscow prelates would be accompamed by
Communist party secretarles ” Whether this is true or
not, we may be sure that the visitors’ activities while
here will be closely followed by the party in Moscow. )

iSlated to lead the delegation is Archbishop Boris who
lays claim to representing the Moscow patriarch in North
and South America, Accompanying him will be Bishop
Paladeus of Volynck and Rovenck, Constantine Ruzitsky,
rector of the Moscow Theological Seminary and Anatole
Gorbatchov, “inspector” of the same seminary. (It
would be very interesting to know what are the duties of
this “inspector” of a seminary—for whom does he do his
work of inspection?)

United Church .Reaction

In the face of the expressed concern of the Baltic
clergymen who had experienced first hand the persecu-
tion-of the Communists, what was the reaction of the

- General Secretary of the United Church? Dr., Long is-

quoted in The Telegram as saying—*“the church was hop-
ing ‘the grudges of the Old World would be forgotten in
the New World.’ ” M
We find it difficult to understand. how any man could
regard the atrocities committed by the Communists as
“grudges” that are to -be dismissed with no further
thought. Is the United Church Secretary so callous that
he insults the victims of Soviet oppression by- describing
their justified protests of Russian terror against religion -
as “grud-ges”? .
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The United Church maintains doubtful associations in
inviting these -men to ‘Canada. Let us hear mo pious
. 'declarations that the 'Lord companied with sinners and
publicans for there is a profound difference. He sought
them out that He might save them; He never fraternized
with them because they were His spmtual brethren. We
trust that the United Church officials will follow this

commendable example and seek to lead their visitors to -

the '‘Saviour or to a better understandmg of His will* as
expressed in His Word.

SPURGEON CAME OUT

The greatest Baptist Preacher left his Convent-
tion (the British Baptist Union) over Modern-
ism (called Downgradlsm) never returned, never
regretted it, /died as an Independent Baptist
Pastor of an Independent Baptist Church.

By John R. Rice
N THE London building of the British Baptist Union,
I understand, there is now a heroic statue of Charles
H. Spurgeon, and he is -praised as the greatest preacher
since Paul. However, it is a striking fact, not generally.
known, that Charles H. Spurgeon withdrew from the
British Baptist Union because of modernism in 1887, and

despite all pressure and all persuasion on tHe part of his _

friends, and persecution and slander on the part of his
enemies, remained out of that denominational orgamza-
tion the rest of his life. ’

Now the w1despread tendency has been by denomina- -

tional leaders to say nothing about Spurgeon’s opposition
to modernism -and his refusal to be yoked up to an or-
ganization that included modernists. When Spurgeon 'S
course is told, the tendency is {o say that he made a mis-
-take. For example; in the book, The Shadow of the Broad
Brim, by Richard Elsworth Day, published. by Judson
Press of the American Baptist iConventijon, Spurgeon is
criticized as having “much less kindliness in ‘his atti-
‘tudes” than in other matters, Day- says, “Every protest
Spurgeon uttered should have been uttered; yet we have’
a feelmg that something was wrong w1th our Valiant
Galahad in the way he went about it.”

Whatever the stricter denommatlonahsts say,. the

simple facts are that the great Spurgeon obeyed the holy .

injunction of the Bible, “Be ye not unequally yoked to-
gether with unbelievers; for what' fellowship hath rlght-
eousness with unmghteousness" and what communion
hath light with darkness? .
among them, and be ye sepa,r-ate saith the Lord, and touch
not the uncleari thing; and I will receive you” (IT Cor.
6:14, 17). He knew and obeyed the plain command given
us all in IT John 9-11; “Whosover transgresseth, and
abideth not in the doctrineé of Christ, hath not- God. He
that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both- the
Father and the Son.
brmg not this doctrine, reecive him not into your house,
_neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God
speed is‘partaker of his evil deeds.” .

‘Spurgeon took his stand, he maintained it year after
year, he never regretted it, he never took it back.

Tt is sti]l the custom of unbelievers and the compromis-
ing friends of unbelievers, to garnish the sepulchres of
the prophets whom their fathers murdered. But no liberal
in theology, no modernist who ‘has-a doubt about the in-

' \falhlble msplra'tlon of the Bible, about 'bhe blood atone-
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ment, about the v_irg-in "birth_.and' deity of Jesus ‘Christ,
‘has any right to claim fellowship with Charles H.
Spurgeon. . — Sword of the_Loi'd.

'MR. JOHN A. PATERSON CALLED HOME

R."JOHN A: PATERSON of Montreal, was well
known among Evangelical Baptists of .Ontario and
Quebec for many years as a devoted and faithful servant

* of. Jesus Christ.. It was through his vision, efforts, and

generosity, that the now flourishing cause of Snowdon .
Baptist '‘Church came into existence. When this church °
wag in its infancy the writer spent two weeks in the fall
of 1940 ass1stmg Mr. Paterson and his son, John, in’
evangelistic services. It was durmg these meetings that
we ‘were able to observe him as a man .of extraordinary

faith, and one utterly devoted to the cause and kingdom

of Jesus Christ.

Recently Mr. Paterson celebrated his ninety-second
birthday, and up till a few weeks ago he attended the
regular services of the church, including the prayer meet-
ings. His passing was sudden. After a restful day in
his home on Tuesday, November 22nd, about supper time
he returned to his room, and in a few moments he was
gone: .He “walked with ‘God, and he was not; for God -
took him.” .-

In all Evahgelical Baptist circles the cheerful and godly
presence of Mr. Paterson will be greatly mlssed THE
GoSPEL WITNESS and Jarvis Street Baptist-Church extend

_sincere sympathy to all members of the family.
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_ Excursions of the Soul

. The Slarhiﬁ- 5trget, -iiBulpit  ~

A-Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields . . -

‘to the. men,

“The woman then lef,t.-her waterpot, and went her ‘w-a.y into the 'city! and saith

Préached in Jarvis Street B'é‘ptis-t Church, Toronto, Sunday Morning, J uly' 12th, 1931
’ (Stenographically Reported)

‘:Come, 'see a man, vﬂndh told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Ch'ris*t'?”

Prayer Before the Sermon

We draw near to Thes, O Loxd, this- morning, with the full
assurance of faith. Thou hast unveiled for our beholding
Thine own image and likeness-in the person of Jesus Christ.
We thank Thee, O Lord, that Thou hast made Thyself known
.to us in the terms of His human life and ministry. We thank
Thee for the assurance that we have an High Priest Who
is touched with the feeling of our infirmities, that we pray.
to' Thee through One Who. was in wll points tempted like as
we are, and yet was without 'sin. We thank Thee for the

- cdonviction, for the assurance, ‘which Thou hast wrought in

our hearts that the prayer that is presented to Thee in the
name of Jesus 'Christ must always find acceptance with
Thyself. - ' C.

Help us this. morning as we bow before Thee to look to
.gesus once again, and to remember that we are never heard
on the ground of our own merit, but only because of His. So
we would lay hold by faith upon that greatfact, and petition
Thee, for His sake, to minister to us of Thy fulness, according
to our deep need. Look upon this company of people this
morning, each with his or her: separate life to live; each
with his or her special circumstances to face, and .peculiar
temptations to meet. We thank Thee, that however varied
our conditions, Thou art able to supply all our need according

I to Thy miches in glory by thrisﬂ; Jesus:

. . ~ .

Therefore search us out this morning, and make every man
arid woman, every boy and girl, aware that God is in this
place; and ‘that He has come to minister to us of His store
of grace. - 2 R : 4 .

We beseech Thee, 'O Lord, to instruct us out of ‘Thy word,
that we may meet the tasks of ‘life with a higher spiritual
enjoyment, that we may learn td look upon life's problems
through the medium of Thy revealed word, so that the prin-
ciples of Thy 'gospel may apply to all the circumstances of
life, and that we may be enabled thus to watk in the fuil
knowledge of Thy will from day to day. -

Be pleased to meet with any who are in special need of
Thy help this morning — someoné who needs 'companionship,
the consciousness of Thy presence, the upholding of Thy
grace. According to our peculiar situation, come to us, we
pray Thee, and satisfy our every requirement in Jesus ‘Christ
the Lord. . C

We commend to Thee all the assemblies of the saints, and
.all ministers and missionaries and Christian witnesses, who,,
in any way, make known the unsearchable riches of Christ.
Energize them by Thy Spirit, and make their ministiy effect-_

- ual, we beseech Thee.

We remember those who are laid. aside by sickness. ' The
Lord be gracious to them, and heal where it is Thy will to
heal. IComfort those who must, for a -while, abide in the
furnace of affliction. May they be conscious of Thy presence,
- and of the ministry of Thy grace! . T

We think of a great multitude who are away from home,
seeking rest and refreshment, we pray that they may come
to the spiritual Spring, that thereby they may drink of the

. spizﬁfpwl_ Water.

‘read to you.

—John 4:28, 29 -

‘Guide us in the study of Thy word this morning, and. give
us instruction that will make us better men and women. We
present: these petitions in the name of Jesus Christ our
Saviour and Lord, Amen. * -

THERE are few incidents in our Lord’s life with.which
people are more familiar than this fascinating story
of His meeting with the Samaritan woman at the well~.

side, and perhaps few lines in the story itself which are . .

more thoroughly worn than the ttwo verses which I have.
But the word of the Lérd, like His works,.
is always manifold. "It is not a cistern, but a fountain —
indeed, a veritable ocean of truth, from -which we may
draw again and again, and find fresh supplies; so that
I do not suppose even these familiar lines have been
wholly emptied of their meaning. We may look to t-he;m'
again for some fresh view of truth which they may dis-
close. ' . . .

We hear a great.deal to-day about the waterpot, 'apd
what it represents. The -churches of Christ are -quite-

- generally engaged in- a discussion of the churches’ min-

istry to the temporal needs of men. Ministers. presume
to play®he role of economic experts, and even undertake
to instruct governments as to what th_ey-‘ought to do.

Perhaps it is well for us to see how our Lord_ Himself

"dealt with these problems of everyday life with which

we are all confronted, and with which we are all in-

separably associated. - .

'That I may make it easy for you to think with me a
little while this morning, I want to outline my thought
at the beginning,.and - say that this part of the story
suggests the thoroughness of the human response to the
divine appeal. The woman left everythirig. She forgot,
for the moment,. even the ‘temporal necessities of life,

‘and 'gave herself wholly to interest in Christ.

Then it suggests the necessity for progress in ‘the
Christian life, that ' we must move from that temporary
abandonment of the temporal to a true spiritual mastery
of it. She left her waterpot — but shé had to come back
to it again, and use it in a different way. - )
. Then, in this story, as in all other such stories, there
is a predictive elément, there is a word that looks forward
to the future, and suggests a condition of life when we
shall have done entitely with the waterpot and all it
represents, and shall be completely swallowed up in our
interest in Jesus Christ. :
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FIRST OF ALL THEN, OBSERVE HOW THOROUGHLY THIS
‘WOMAN RESPONDED TO DAILY OCCUPATION. ‘She went to the
well, not only every day,but probably several times a day,
‘to draw water. He found her engaged in the ordinary
drudgery of the domestic sphere, drawing water for the
family, ministering to their temporal and physical re-
quirements. And when He spoke to her, she so reacted
to His -appeal that, temporarily at least, the physical and
all that it represented, was entirely forgotten; and she
became absorbed in her interest in Jesus Christ.

. I want to show you this morning, if I can, how men,-

touched by the Spirit of ‘God, can be so completely cap-
-tured as to live, for a while at least, in forgetfulness of
the very things which formerly dominated their life.

Let “me remark first of all that there is a resiliency
in the human soul which responds to the touch of
God.. Do not misunderstand. I am not saying that
men can respond to any but the divine will, but the
word of God creates a.capacity for itself. It makes hos-
pitality to the truth a certamty when God speaks to the
human heart with the effectull call of grace, so that this
woman, when Jesus Christ spoke to her, was so sur-
prised, was so lifted out. of herself, that she entirely
forgot the drudgery of the day.

Our present-day reformers would do well to remember
that. © The modern church expécts to intensify, and to

make its appeal more effective, by relegating the spiritual”

bo.'a subordinate place, and concerning itself with the
things -of this present life and with the necessities to
which we are all subject. ' Let it be remembered that the,
waterpot is not everything in life. Man cannot live by
bread alone, neither can they live by water alone. We
are more than flesh and blood. There is something more
than the physical to be ministered to in men and women.
And.when the spiritual note is. ehmmated and men fail to
recogmze that it is God’s plan and programme to spiritual-
ize the physical, and to lift everything up to the divine
: plane, they fail utterly to m1n1ster to that whxch is deep-
est in men.
Who of us does not know somethmg of thls «physical
drudgery, of this\attention to the daily duties, this ab-
sorption in the bread-and-butter question? How largely it

dominates the life of many people, until they have no

vision of the spiritual at all, and no concern for anything
beyond that which ministers to their carnal natures. And
yet, dear friends, there is that in every one of us which
can never be satisfied ‘apart from the spiritual.
can be no rest for the conscience, no satisfaction for the
heart, no fulness of spiritual coﬁftentment, until we have
learned that there are things in life of vastly greater
xmportance than” that whxch is represented by this wo-
man’s waterpot.
~ Then I may pause to say that the waterpot represented
the minimum of physical requirements. It was ndt a
type and symbol of the superfluities of life = I miean,
of comfort and of luxury: it was representative of that
which was absolutely indispensable to life itself. -
. The Word of God recognizes that we have a right to
concern ourselves about food and raiment. Jesus Christ
gaid, “Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need
of these things.” He did not say that we have need of

luxuries, of a hundred things which occupy the human
mind in ithe getting of them; but he did say that there
were certain thingswhich were indispensable to our physi-

There -

cal and material continuance, and that it was not a sin
for a man to be concerned about bread and water, about
that which was necessary to his physical sustenance. And
yet here the Lord Jesus .came with such a commandmg
interest to this woman that she forgot not merely the
surplus, not merely the luxuries and the pleasures of life
— not that: she absolutely forgot even ithe bare necessi-
ties of life. Ske forgot her waterpot, with all that it
represented; and for a brief time, at least, was so occu-
pied with spiritual concerns that she forgot that she
had a body at all. . -

Again I say, it suggests that the superior interests of
life, the elements of life which are of greatest moment .
to us all, are never the physical and the earnal: they are
always the spiritual, the moral elements of life. These
are the things that are most important. Jesus had touched
a spring in this woman’s existence. He had unveiled the
record 'of the past. He had so spoken that.He had com-
pelled, her to think 6f her reldtionship to God, to right-
eousness, to His moral law; and, having touched that’
spring, she became suddenly not only interested, but so
absorbed in it that the lesser things of life were com-
pletely forgotten.

Tet us not think that our busmess here in this church
is something that can be attended to once a week. The
stores open their doors six days a week. They do busi-

ness — what for? To supply the needs of the body: food,

and raiment, and all that belongs to our carnal, our physi-
cal natures, our physical existence. And it takes them
six days a week to attend to it. It takes men and women
six days a weéek, and their labour, to earn enough to-main-
tain their bodies. It takes six days’ diligent apphcatlon
to the affairs of the waterpot, to the affairs of life physi-
cally. Is it, then, to be supposed that we can attend to
these more vital elements of life in but an hour or two
on the Lord’s day?

Do you not see, dear friends, the world of suggestive-

ness there is in that simple line, that‘Someone comes
from another realm, that a word is spoken from another -

. world, that the-light is thrown from another quarter

upon life itself, until that which seemed to be all of life,
for the moment is utterly forgotten and neglected. A new
interest in life is set up, a new centre in life is discovered,
and a new relationship is established, ‘until the spiritual
completely masters the physxcal Oh; that it -mi'ght be
so! ,

It was only a temporary experience. It was, 1f T may
80 say, an excursion of the soul. Like some people who
are absent from us this morning who have gone to the
lakeslde or somewhere else, for a little physical and

‘mental refreshment. They are free from their labour;
‘they are free from their daily duty. They are there to

take in the fresh air, and the sunshine, and the fragrance
of the flowers, and the music of the birds; they are re-
laxing, resting, and absorbing all they can of the re-
juvenating, reinvigorating, influences about them. And
I dare say on some happy day before they 'get home they
will say, “Oh, that I could spend three hundred and sixty-
five days of the year just like this!” Would you not like.
to yourself ? Three hundred and sixty-five days in which

. to do nothing at all but simply to live, and enjoy yourself,

-and drink in the fulness of nature about you. But it will
not be long before they will have to pack their bags and
get back to work, and when they come back they will say,
“It is the same old waterpot; I must carry it every day;
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it is the same old drudgery to whxch T am chained. What
a life this is!”

Yes, that is the experience of most of us. But you say,
“It at least suggests that the soul also needs an excursion,
not to the lakeside so much, as up to the mountain, up
into the heavenlies.” You must not laugh at people who
are so religious and so spiritual that sometimes they speak
as 'though the things of the body were entlrely beneath
their contempt. Would that God would give us grace
always to ride upon our high places, and always to have
the absolute mastery of these things!

“11
BUT LET ME POINT OUT TO YOU THAT THIS STORY SUG-
.GESTS THE NECESSITY FOR REAL -PROGRESS IN THE
CHRISTIAN LiFg, and that we must proceed from that
initial impulse to abandon the temporal and the physical,
to a complete spiritual mastery of it; for you know very
well that we cannot do without the waterpot. I know
it is a wreteched business, this cooking of beans and wash-
" ing of dishes. What a world this would be if these men-

folk about the 'house could live without ea%mg' You

women would think you were in heaven at once if you
were rid of that sordid business of getting meals.
what have you accomplished when you have done it?
You cannot get breakfast for a man once a week. The
stupid creature wants it again to-morrow morning! And
as for his dihner, no matter how you feed him ‘to-day
he is gteedy enough to come back next week. You have
to do it over and over again.

If any idealist were to say to you, ‘““The thing to do
‘with the waterpot is to throw it on the scrap-heap,” you
would say, “That is a pretty saying, but we must come
back to the common things of life; and while these ex-
cursions may be profitable, like a holiday to the lakeside,
that is not life. We must come back to the daily task.
We have not made much progress until we ‘have learned
how*to master permanently these physical elements. of
life, and to bring them into proper and orderly subjection
to the spirit. N

That means, of course you must make the kitchen
a sanctuary; so'mehow or another you must convert the
office into a chapel where you can worship God; you must
make the workshop an annex of the temple. You must
find out somehow the way to go to the wellside with the
waterpot, and, while doing it, to join in the singing of
the angels, and while walking upon the earth to live In
heaven.

Is that too high a standard? “If ye then be ‘risen with

" Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ
sitteth on the right hand of God.” I say, it is possible to
come into such relationship to Christ that_the waterpot,
with all it means, may be so related to Him that He Rpay
be Master at the wellside. .

‘What the world needs is not a shortening of the dis-
tance\from the Samaritan Wwoman’s house to Jacob’s well.
You cannot save a woman’s_soul by putting a tap in the
house. I was in a country .place some years ago down
in the Eastern Township, in Quebec, where, was a farmer,
who was a very handy man. I never saw such facilities for
doing work in any kitchen in my life as I saw there. He
had it so arranged, not only ‘that his wife did not have to
go out to the pump as other farmers’ wives had to do:
he brought the water into the kitchen but, not content
with that, he brought it right to the stove. He had it
so arranged that she did not have to lift the kettle: she

And

.come for that.

could swing a tap over the “kettle. He said, “I have
studied to save my wife every, possible step.”

That was lovely. You men take that hint, and go home

‘and see if you cannot simplify the work of the kitchen,

and.of the household generally. That all has its proper
place, There is no special virtue in taking a long walk
every day down to Jacob’s well. But what this woman
needed was not the shortening of that pathway, but a
diminution in the distance between her soul and God.
What she needed was not that the well, or. the water in it,
should be brought nearer home; but that her own spirit
might be brought nearer Heaven That ls all possible
when — A

‘“Heaven comes down our souls to greet
Amnd glory crowns the mercy-seat.”

So this woman, leaving her waterpot, inspired by the
fulness of her new interest in life, went her ‘way to the
city to tell of One Who had told her all that ever she did:
and she asked, “Is not this the Christ?”

'The religion of Christ ministers to the whole man, not
to a part only. The religion of Christ is not an economic
system. The religion of IChrist ministers to the mind,
and to the spirit, and is designed to make us whole. When
Jesus came ‘to the man at Bethsaida’s pool, who had been
waiting for someone to put him into the pool at the mov-
ing of the water, He asked a question, and, in asking that
question, He announced His own programme. He said,
“Wilt thou be made whole?” The religion of ‘Christ is not
designed ‘to split life into segments, and to put a differ-

ence between the secular and the gpiritual, between the

temporal and the eternal. 1 am not a Sabbatarian, are
you? “Do you not believe in keeping God’s day, and in
keeping it holy?”’ someone asks. Certainly. But we are
not under ‘the law. Christ did not come merely to make
us Sabbath-keeping Christians, to make us church-goers,
to give us 4 dose of réligion once a week. He did not
He came to make us His own seven
days a week, and to write, “Heliness unto the Lord”, upon
everything, so that we should serve Him with full pur-
pose, quite as truly when we are carrying the waterpot as
when we are singing Psalms.
for any man’s religion that does not show itself on Mon-
day as well as on Sunday, at home as well as in the office,
in the shop as well as in church — everywhere we are to
be His men:

1 want to point out to you that the Lord Jesus went
about His task in the right way, when He said nothing
about the waterpot, but said everything about the moral
and the spiritual. I read letters in the press asking why
preachers do not concern themselves with the ‘unemploy-
ment question. I venture to say that the average preacher

knows more about it than most people. I have had a great

deal to do with the unemployment question! But I am
not :an expert. ~

I remember- a certain church in this city some years
ago that had a mission; they called it an institute. There
was a certain time when trade was very low, -and thou-
sands of men-were out of work. I think of one large
manufacturing concern which had agernciés, not all over
Canada, but in all parts of the world, in Russia, in India,
in every European and Asiatic country. ‘They had an
enormous 'brgamzatlon This concern manufactured cer-
tain wares, and then they had«their organization estab-
lished for the distribution, for the sale, of the things fhey
had made. They were experts at their trade. Notwith-
standing all that, they had to let men out of thelr own

I would not give twopence ~




- .

-~

-

6 (518)

THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE

_ December 1, 1955

factory not only by the hundred, but by the thousand..
.They weére almost at a standstill. I think things were
“not quite what they are now, but certamly we were under
a great depression.

There was a preacher who was the supermtendent of
this institute, and the head of that manufacturing con-
cern, the chief man in it, in the concern that dealt in
millions every year, was an officer of that church. This
preacher opened a factory, rented a few houses next door,
and undertook to provide work for ‘the unemployed. Can
you think of anything more absurd than that %« He ap-
pealed to the church for some money, and this officer of
this great corporation that had to initiate measures o
dismiss their employees, temporarily at .least, letting off
thousands of men, assented to this preacher’s proposal t6
find work for the unemployed! They raised some money;
they set up =some little machines in these houses, to make
toys — to make toys, and some other things. It was just
like the ladies’ bazaar — and just about as sensible. It
was neither business nor religion. It was wretched re-
- ligion, and even worse business. If a man had his head
orr right at all he ought to have known 'that where that
great concern failed, that'a man without experience, with-
out capital, 'had no \hope whatever of success.

Men came to me and said, “Can you find me work?
Can you find a waterpot? Can you tell me of a well to
which I may go to draw. water? ?’ I have.to say, “lI am
sorry, sir, but I cannot do it. I wish I could.” -It would
be folly for me to attempt it. Does any sane man think
it is possible in the circumstances ?

Very well, then, if you extend that principle to all the
" economic iils which afflict the world to-day, what can the
church do? We have no money. In Russia they are-iry-
ing something else.. They have said in Russia, “We will
have done with religion, and with ‘God, altogether; and
we will live exclusively for the waterpot.” That is Russia:
all waterpot, and no Christ; all physical and te'mporal
and nothing of the spiritual-and the eternal.

I have no doubt at all that Jesus sympathized pro-
foundly with this woman in her daily task. He knew how
tired she was of it when she said to Him, “Sir, give me
this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw.”
He knew what she meant. He knew that she was. tired

of that everlasting drudgery, ‘and I have o ‘doubt that

He was moved with sympathy for her in her desire to

“be saved from the necess1ty of that frequent journey to

the wellside.

Yet He said nothing about the waterpot He never even
mentioned it. -But he did say something to her that com-
pelled an entire readjustment of her life. He said some-
thing to her that eliminated from her life the thing thai
wag- giving her trouble. I saw in the headlines of an
article in the press that some ‘experts have isolated the
germ that makes a baby put its thumb in its mouth!

And now the baby “will not suck his thumb after he has-

had this treatment! Our Lord cdame to isolate the germ
that makes drawing water hard work. He makes us to
know how to go to the we1151de, how- -to deal with the
waterpot and still be unwearled and happy. That is how
He did His work.. - .
Do .you remember how one came to Jesus and said,
““Master, speak to my brother, that he divide-the inheri-
tance with me.” If was a case of a dispute about a will.
Apparently there was a man who was dealing unfalrly
with his brother, and the latter came 'to -our Lord and

asked Him to be a judge, and tg settle this economic.

- fered at the little publican’s hand had a

dispute. Do you remember what He answered? — “Man

who made me a judge or a divider over you?”

Did you wonder why I asked you to read with me that
passage from Luke’s gospel this morning — the story of
the conversion of Zacchaeus? And did you say when. 1
announced my text, “What had Zacchaeus fo do with the
woman and her waterpot?”’ * Let me show you. * A certain
Person came to Jeériche, and when he passed through
there was a man in Jericho-for whom no one had any
respect. He was a publican and a ‘tax-gatherer, and was
notoriously dishonest — as most of the tax-gatherers were

— imposing upon the people.taxes that were not lawful,
and profiting himself at* thelr expense. |

This tax—ga‘therer was a little man, and, untll Jesus
took ‘possession of hlm I think his spirit was appropri-
ately tabernacled; I think his soul was about as little

.as his body. He could not see Jesus, and he climbed up

into a tree, ‘““for he was to pass that way”. As the Prophet

.came beneath the branches of the tree; it inspired this

litfle man. I suppose there were many to remark upon
the presumption of this man in daring-to look at such an
One as Jesus of Nazareth; and thejcritics of Jesus may
have said, “T wonder what He will say fo that scoundrel?
I wonder if He will tell him to pay his debts?” He simply
said, “Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to-day
I must abide at thy house.” ‘“And-he made haste, and
came down, and réceived him joyfully.” And Jesus of
Nazareth and Zacchaeus walked together on the way to .
Zacchaeus’ home. And surely the people who had suf-
great deal to
say about that, for if a preacher goes visiting, and has
dinner with somebody, almost surely. people will find -
out about it. ‘“And He has gone — where has He gone?
Who is He visiting? No! Do not tell me that He has gone

to be guest with a man who is a sinner!” ‘His enemies. .

then said, “There is a prophet for you! I venture to say
He will get good dmner at our expense in the house of

- Zacchaeus.”

Our Lord did not say a_word. He sxmp]y came, not only
into the home, but into the heart of Zacchaeus, and
Zacchaeus stood and said — there was no law, no whip;
but by a divine instinet' implanted, within him by the
very presence of the Master, he said, “Behold, Lord, the -
half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken
any thing“from any man by false accusation; I restore
him fourfold.”

- That is how Jesus Christ does His work ‘That-radical
treatment puts a new principle into the heart of a man,

and ‘when it is there it adjusts all the circumstances of
life. The waterpot finds its proper place, and the man
goes to his daily task remembering it is written, “Whether
therefore ye' eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all
to 1 “the glory of God.” ~ )

“Cur Lord setfled two questions at once when thus He

‘told this woman not to abandon the waterpot; not to be

careless of her 'daily duties, but to bring all these things
into the light of truth and righteousness; He lified them
all up and sublimed them to the level of a holy sacrifice,
and to the hol_y gervice of God Himself.

III.

'WHAT ABOUT THE FUTURE? Is there anything to su-g‘gest
the better life by and by? You say, “That is all very well.
The Lord has helped me. I have been able to attend to

1

my duties in a different way since I knew Christ. But,
notwithstanding, I still need a. vacation; and sometimes I

-
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wish .it were a long one. Although I have mastered the
waterpot, T do say, although a Christian, that I wonder

if the day will ever come when I shall have done with it.”

Did you ever sing that hymn, —
“My spirit fain would stay .
. . In'such a frame as this, ‘ .
\ And sit and sing itself away
~ . To everlasting bliss.” -

Would you not like to sing Psalms while somehody else
got dinner? Would you not like to be done with this irk-
some business of carrying the waterpot? I should. Itisa

. poor business having to walk here and there — or even
riding in a car, having to crank it to 'get it to go. This
geographical condition of things that puts @ man under
the necessity of traversing a distance, carrying burdens,
doing a thing that,.in spite of all spiritual mastery, does,
after a while, worry us. '

Shall we be through with it by and by? Yes! There

will be no waterpot in heaven. There will be no dishes_to
wash over ‘there. When we get beyond the river we shall
come into another condition of life altogether: “They
shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither
shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb
which is in the midst of the throne” — oh, hear it — “the
Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them,
and shall lead them unto living fountains of water: and
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.”

Not as yet can .we abandon the wzi‘terpdt,\ but we are
going to do some day. Still we have need of attending to
these physical necessities, but some day we shall have
bodies fashioned like unto His glorious body. And I
have no doubt that when- that day comes we shall be

satisfied with that higher and .richer life, and from the -

music about us stealing we shall learn to sing that new
and holy song, and find at last. beneath His trees ‘of
healing the life for which ‘we long.’

fLet us pray: ]

‘O Lord, we thank Thee.for Thy present help. Thou art a
very present help in time of trouble. -Thou art a present
help, whatever our situation. We thank Thee for that to
which we are 'going, for the land of rest to which Thou wilt
admit us by Thy -grace. Bless our meditation this -morning.
Bring to everyoné of us that readjustment of life which will
put first things first, which will recognize God, and put.Him
in His propér place by faith. And so doubt and fret and
worry will all be taken out of life. We ask it in Jesus IChrist’s
name, Amen. .

HOLY PAPA WARNS FLOCK AGAINST
- - . BAPTIST INFIDELS . ]
(Copied from Baptist Bible Tribuie, Springfield, Mo.)

The following is from the bulletin of 'a Roman Catholic
‘church in San Juan county, New Mexico:

A Warning to Parents

Our Lord, told us in thé Gospels that many false -

prophets, false religions, would try to take away the
. Catholic faith of His people. False prophets. usually
work with children first. False prophets; Baptists, are
now working again .in Ranchitos, by having a school
each day for the children. Parents who are sending
"their children-to this school each day should be warned
that you are doing wrong in the eyes of God. In-all
charity, T ask the people of Ranchitos to show “love

evil

for their neighbor” by warning your neighbor of this

“TAKE HEED THEREFORE UNTO
YOURSELVES” (Acts 20:28)

That was what Paul himself was always doing. He
was a severe disciplinarian. - 'He could not have spoken
those words to other men if he had not himself first
proved them. He was always undergoing the discipline
of an athlete; Paul was every day under training for a
great prize fight and- prize race. He had no periods of .
intermission; he was always on the strain; he kept his
body under, he struck himself in the eyes lest, having
preached to others, he himself should become “a castaway”
Self-heed is the secret of public power. Preparation of
yourselves is the preparation of yoiir sermon. Take heed
unto yourselves, and you will be gentle to other people.
l?.egard yourself as a sinner greater than any man that
llvgs, and then you will preach with growing eloquence,
b'ecause growing in human knowledge and human sym-
pathy. Do not spare yourselves; do not live under your
official clothing as if that made ‘you .bétter; if it has

- any influence upon you at all, it makes you worse. Watch

your _-soul; watch the heart-gate; watch it as much at
midnight as at midday. Give yourself no liberty; license,
holiday, or periods of rioting, but lay grappling-irons
upon your life, hooks of steel upon passion, desire, and
every impulse within you. You must have no liberty but
the law of Christ. How could a man talk so if he did not
know the mystery of self-discipline? He +did know it,
and, therefore, we venture to repeat the assertion that
Paul’s charge is Paul himself. . . -

—JOSEPH PARKER

SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET

‘The past Lord’s Day was one of blessing in the local
church as the Word was faithfully preached at all serv-
ices. A good number attended the two services of worship

‘and the morning Bible School. ’

In the morning the pastor spoke on “How A Little Man
Overcame A Big Problem”. At the conclusion of the mes-
sage one yourig lady responded to the invitation. In the
evening, Pastor John \Cunningham of Westbourne Baptist
Church, Calgary, preached with evident power on the
subject of the early church — its message, its methods

- and results.
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Why We. Sympathize with Baltic
Refugee Clergymen
Lo (A message by Dr. H. C. Slade prior to the sermon on Sunday evening) !

N OUR church adveitisements of Saturday, we an-
nounced that a pronouncement would be made this
evening on why we heartily sympathize with Baltic
refugee clergymen in Toronto in their strong resentment
of welcoming Russian, church dignitaries to Canada. The
papers’have had a good deal to say about this particular
matter. I-do not intend to take much time — just to
speak for a moment on this question.

T would like to say at the outset that these Baltic’

refugee clergymen of Toronto are not the fxrst who have
registered a protest because of the visits made to this
Am_erxcan continent by clergymen who come from behind
the Iron Curtain. < -

A year ago last summer the World Council of Churches.

held a world congress in Evanston near Chicago. The
Chicago American on August 12, 1954, Just three days
before the assembly opened-.at Evanston, in a leading
editorial entitled “WORLD COUNCIL” said this:—"“We
think the World Council made a serious mistake in in-
viting clergymen from Communist countries. We are
convinced that some of these men are active agents of
their ‘Communist governments and we do not believe any
of them would have ‘been permitted to leave home for
America unless the Communist top shots had felt sure
they could be trusted to propagandize the party line.”
That is just a sample of many. leading articles that ap-
peared in American papers over the country. J. B.

Matthews, America’s Number One anti-Communist and -

a former chief investigator for the Commlttee in an
article “REDS AND QUR CHURCHES”, ‘make this state-
ment: “If these clerxcs from Hungary and Czechoslovakia
be emissaries of Jesiis Christ, then let Christians restore
Judas to his apostleship.” You can see how strongly this
man felt after making some very thorough investigations.
With respect to the resentment expressed here by the
clergymen of 'II‘oronté, one statement appearing in the
Toronto Globe on November 25 reads as follows:—*“The
role of the church in the Communist systém is by now
well known, Clergymen working in the Soviet Union are
subjected to immense terror. They quite often are mem-
bers of the Communist Party, and many of them have
been forced to become agents of the Secret. Police, and
to report upon members of their congregations.”

It is a well known fact that before ministers are al-
lowed, anywhere behind the Iron Curtain, to occupy posi-
tions of leadership they must sign a pledge of loyalty to
the Communist government of that country. This pledge
is required, not only in Russia, but in all satellite coun-
tries as well, whether in Poland, Romania, Czechoslovakia
or Hungary. In a book entitled “CHURCH AND
STATE"”"—Behind the Iron Curtain”, which is the pro-
duction of refugee lawyers from satellite countries and

highly documented these'pledges are printed-in full. In-

order to economize on time I shall read only two.  In

Czechoslovakia the mmlster, before he can perform re-
hglous functxons must promise as follows:

“I promise on my honour and conscience to be faith-

ful to the Czechoslovakian Republic, and to its people’s

democratic order, and I shall not undertake anything

contrary to its interests, security and integrity. As
a citizen of the people’s democratic State, 1 shall con-
scientiously perform the duties inherent in my office,
and I shall do everything within my ability to support
the efforts at (social) reconstruction for the welfare
of the people.”

—"“CHURCH AND STATE—Behind the ‘Iron Curtain”,

Decree No. 219—Sec. 19.

You will kmdly note that “efforts at reconstructlon"
actually mean the Communist effort for-the reconstrue-
tion of society along-the lines of their programme.

The document that clergymen in Hungary are required
to sign is practically the same. It is an oath:—

) S swear loyalty to the
Hungarian People s Repliblic, its people,.and its Con-
stitution; I shall keep official state secrets; in exer-
cising my duties I. shall act in the interests of the
people, and see to it with all my endeavour that my
activities promote the strengthening and development
of the Hungarian People’s Republic.”

—"“CHURCH AND STATE—Behind the Iron Curtam”

_ pages 96-7. -
'When the Communists first gained control of Hungary
and the pastors were asked to take the oath, & good many

-of 'them refused. This refusal exposed them to the

severest kind of persecution. Some were 1mprlsoned

some were executed. You can form your own opinion of
those who were willing to sign it and take upon them-
selves such vows as I have just read.

Now is it any wonder that when a rran by the name of
. Dr., Josef L. Hromadka, who was the chief delegate and -
spokesman for those from the Balkans behind the Iron
Curtain arose to speak at the congress of -the World
iCouncil of Churches, held in Evanston last year, ref-u-gees
from his own country in protest paraded up and down in
front of the platform carrying slogans like these? “We
are praying for the victims of Hromadka’s 1dealogy"
“Hromadka, Modern Judas”, “Hromadka, Traitor to Chris-
tianity”, “Bishop Beran in Prison, Hromadka in Am-
erica”, “400,000 Innocent People in (C.S.R. Prisons”,
“Hromadka, speak on the concentration camps or Czecho-
slovakia”, “God forever, Communism for time only”.
“Hromadka Advocate of Communistic Slavery”.

“Later he went to Melbourne and his presence there
caused a near riot with some fifteen hundred protesting-
With documentary evidence at their disposal to the
effect that some of these delegates to the World Council
of Churches had participated in an agreement between
the church and the communist government which strlpped
the church of much of its freedom what else could you
expect of them? The indignation of refugees who have
suffered so much at the hand of the com-munists, to me, is
quite easily understood. There is no question in our mind
that these Russian church dlgmtanes, who are coming
to:Canada on a tour ‘at the invitation of the United Church

T of Canada are men in full sympathy with the communist

government and while here will be. actmg as agents of
the Soviet- Regime. As appomtees of that government, it
could not be otherwxse -

4
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Occasionally I have heard this remark concerning those
who lecture on communism, “These people seem to have
communism on the brain.” Personally I shared that view
for awhile until T met a devoted 'Christian woman from
Latvia now living in this country and heard her story.
She may be here tonight somewhere in the audxence This
is, in effect, her story.

“During the early stages of the war between Germany
and Russia, our country was first overrun by thé Nazis.
With the exception of a few restrictions we were permit-
. ted to carry on as usual. Even under Hitler it was liv-
able. But-later when the Communist hordes came in they
took complete possession of everything and immediately
set in operation their vicious programme of suppression.
This was executed by acts of cruelty and violence. It
seemed there was nothing too bad for some of them to do.
Wild beasts of the forest could not have behaved them-

. selves, in relation to our people, more brutally. The very
" - first night of the Communist ‘occupation we could hear-

slight sounds of movement throughout our neighbourhood,
but, of course, did not know what it all meant. In the
mormng we ‘discovered what had happened. Thirty-five
men, all heads of families, had been arrested and taken
away. This inhuman procedure was repeated night after
night until hundreds of the heads of homes were taken,
put in box cars and sent to Russia, We learned later that
while en route these box cars, filled with hungry human
beings, were side-tracked at a certain station for some
hours awaiting another train to take them on in their
journey. Full of pity and sympathy for these men, the
people of the commumty| came with food. Not only were
they prohibited from giving-these poor starving prisoners
food, but the people -who in kindness brought it were
shot down in cold blood -by the guards.

My “husband was, at that time, in the transportatlon
business and owned four trucks which were in good con-
dition and almost new. He had another one but it was
rather old. One day these communists came to our place
and, referring to the four new trucks said, “These trucks
are not yours, they are ours.” Being thus deprived of
our business.and means of livelthood, we were so de-
pressed we did not know what to do or where to go. For
three weeks my husband and T, with our little baby, three
months old, along with some others lived in an old barn
used for storing hay on an isolated farm in a remote part
of the country. As it was in the month of November
when this took place we were cold and the only way we
could get warm was by building a bon-fire outside during
the day. During this three week period my husband who
was also a carpenter, built a boat. The boat was fourteen
feet long and was equipped with a motor from the old
truck which the communists did not think worthwhile
to seize. Boards were placed on the sides to protect us
. from the waves. One night when it was dark my husband
and I with our baby and eleven others stepped into the
boat to cross the Baltic Sea. As I was about to step in
a feeling of horror came over me and I hesitated. I said
to my husband, “What are we doing? Are you sure this
will not result in suicide?” Full of confidence that all

* would be well, he replied, “’God has put this in my heart-

and I am sure He will protect and see us through.”

With a compass about the size of a wrist watch -to
guide us we set sail. Without moving from my position
I sat in that boat for thirty-six solid hours holding my
baby in my arms. Needless bo say we were all thoroughly

drenched. ‘Some of the men fainted. My husband would
very often turn to me and ask, “My dear, are you still
living 2" .

Once in the midst of the Baltic we were spotted by
the light of a patrol boat. Whether it was German or of
some other nationality, we do not know. It so happened
at that moment that a huge wave came and almost swal-
lowed us.up. This was nothing but a miracle of God to
hide us from v1ew

After fl;hlrty-mx hours of this dreadful experlence we
spotted a light. At first we thought we were nearing
Germany and, although the war was still on, we breathed
a sigh of relief for to us anywhere would be better than-

" under the rule of the Communists.. When our little boat

hit the rocks, the men who were able to walk went ashore
only to dxscover to their extreme joy, that we had landed
on the shores of Sweden. While none of our men could
speak a word of Swedish they- were able, by signs, to
make the people understand there were women and chil-
dren in the boat. Like when Paul and his companions
landed at the Island of Mileta the people showed us no
little kindness. 'They provided us with dry clothes and
wholesome food, and for five years before coming to
Canada we were privileged to enjoy the warm hospitality
of the people of Sweden.

The Communists in Latvia hearing about our arrival
did everything in their power to persuade the Swedish .
authorities to give us over and force us to return to
our former state of slavery. Thank God they were not -
successful in their attempts. We are here living in the
beautiful land of Canada, enjoying our freedom. Doubt-
less, my frlends, this story could be_repeated over and
over again out of the experience of many.

Several times in my presence Dr. Shields referred to
a group of Russian Baptist pastors who visited him here
in Toronto while attending the Baptist World Alliance
in 1928. He spoke of them as great stalwarts in the faith
and Christian gentlemen of the finest type. Most of
them, if not all of them, had been for years readers of
THE ‘GOSPEL ‘WITNESS.

It was not until yesterday in a conversation with a
Refugee Latvian Baptist Minister of this city, Rev. A.
Ekstein, that I learned of the.sequel of this trip. Mr.
Tarr and I spent nearly two hours with this man of God

-who is an extremely gifted and a very able scholar. Mr.

Ekstein informed us that in order for these Russian pas-
tors to get to (Cahada from Russia they had to come
through Riga, the capital city of Latvia. Following the -
meetings here in Toronto, some of the ministers from
the Balkans begged these pastors not to return to Russia
but to no avail. Upon their return they were straightway
‘brought into court and the speeches they delivered while’
here before the Alliance assemblies, which had been
taken down by Communist agents in ‘this country and
stenographically reported were in verbatim form placed
before them and read. Mr, Ekstein added, “Every last
one of them disappeared.”

My friends, how little we Know about what has gone
on and is still going on in the way of suffering and mis-
ery behind the Tron Curtain. Mr. Ekstein has a story,
with reference to his own situation, to tell. He was, up”
to the time of the Soviet invasion, together with® his
ministry-of teaching in the Seminary, the pastor of the
leading church in Riga. This beautiful church building,
seating ‘about 1200 people, was confiscated and dese-
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crated, It is now being used for a theatre and a dance
hall. We'could 'go on and on reciting.one outrageous in-

stance after dnother, but time does not permit us this- <

evening to do so. However, we want these Refugee Bap-
tist clergymen of Toronto and all they represent to know
that they have, in this country, many wlio have full under-

standing of their resentment and are in d'eepest sympathy

with them. .
Do you ask me why the officials of the Umted Church

.of Canada have invited these Russian 'Church dignitaries

to come here? Probably you could answer that question
The_leaders in the World Council of
Churcheés of which the United Church of Canada forms

" a part seems to think that co-existence with Communists

is possible. Communism, my friends, is atheism; There-
fore, true Christianity must for ever be incompatible with
Communism.

“Woe unto them that call.evil good, and good evil; that '
that put

put darkness for light, and.light for darkness;
bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!” .
Thank God for the International Council of Christian

- Churches, which, as an organization, stands to protest

against such an evil programme as this. We could do-

with more men in this country, and in every other coun-

try of the world of the calibre of Dr, Carl McIntire who

is the aggressive leader of this vital evangelical movement

called the International Council of Christian Churches.
Brother Tarr will present a brief resolution:
RESOLUTION PASSED AT JARVIS STREET

BAPTIST CHURCH, SUNDAY EVENING,
NOVEMBER 27, 1955

‘Whereas international communism is avowedly atheistic

"and more especially antagonistic toward supernatural

“Christianity, and

{

Whereas the leaders of the -governmenteap‘proved and .

" sponsored chiirches behind the Iron (Curtain are in reahty
. state-appointees and political servants, and

Whereas* in co-operation with Communist . mem’ber
clergy -and '(}ommumst-appormted clergy there can be no
Christian fellowshlp and - .

Whereas those refugee clergy who have been forced
to flee to Canada have experienced first hand the ruthless”
domination and the methodical and diabolical campaign
of the Communists against all religion

Be'it resolved that t:hls congregation gathered in Jarvis
Street . Baptist Church on Sunday evening, November

. 2Tth, expresses its surprise that the United Church of

Canada has seen fit to sponsor the visit to Canada of
some of the leading Soviet churchmen and
Be it resolved that we express our sympathy with the

' refugee clergy of this city who have expressed concern

about this visit and have offered fo debate the visiting

. Russians’ on the question of religion behind the Iron

\

Curtain and

Further; be it resolved that we call all Christians to
note and protest the program .of the World Council of
Churches which envisages, and to some extent now re-
ahzes, the active participation of 'fommumst-led churches
in that body and :

Finally be it resolved that we reaffirm our convietion
that the great task of true churches is not that of enter-
taining, deliberate or unwitting, persecutors of the faith
but rather that of preachmg the glorious gospel

an abomination to the LORD':

-tions; incense is an abomination unto me.”

| Englfsh
‘Bible :
Course

NINTH LECTURE
in the -
EN!G'IJIISIH BIBLE 'COURSE
TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY
By Dr. C. D. Cole
- November 24th, 1955
OUTSIDE THE CAMP ~ -
Hebrews 13: 9-25

ET us go forth therefore unto him without the camp,
bearmg this reproach.” One of the chief features

of true religion is its spmtuahty This is true of Old
Testamenit rehgxon Ritual or religious ceremonies with-
out the éxercise of heart and the spirit of obedience have
never been acceptable to God. In writing the Corinthians
Paul says, “If any man think himself to be a prophet,
or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I

. write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.”

Proverbs fifteen eight, “The sacrifice of the wicked 1is
but the prayer of the .
upright is his delight.”. Proverbs twenty-one twenty-
seven, “The sacrifice of the wicked is abomination: how
much more, when he bringeth it with a wicked mind?”

‘Samuel said to Saul, “To obey is better than sacrifice,

and to hearken than the fat of rams,” when the king
would make excuse for disobeying God. In Isaiah one
thirteen God says to Israel, “Bring no more-vain obla-
‘ In Isaiah
twenty-nine thirteen God complains that the people drew
nigh with their mouth, “and with their lips do honour me,
but have removed thelr heart far from me.” In Jeremiah
six twenty God says to Israel, “Your burnt offerings are
not acceptable, nor your s-a-crifices sweet unto me.” David
saw this truth when he cried out under a sense of sin,
“For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it:
thou delightest not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of
God are a broken spirit: a broken and arcontrite heart,

. 0-God, thou wilt not despise.” -

Three Aspects of Mosaic Legislation

‘The moral law of God as given in the ten command-
ments is-basic and eternal. It is a-grand summary of all

moral. obligations and comprehendls all the sins of all men .

of all time. God’s ‘inoral law is a transcript of His will
for all lives. The ten commandments should be kept by

.everybody. Do away with them and you do away with

sin and with sinners and with the wave of the hand you
do away with the need of salvation. A man is not a
legalist who seeks to. keep the moral law in recognition
of the soverelgnty ‘'of God and out ‘of loving devotion to
God. A legahst is one who expects to be saved by keep-
ing the law. But the law is holy, and just, and good, and
should not be despised or ignored by anyone. The civil
statutes of Israel were based upon this constitutional law
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and “were given to.the nation to govern them in social
and commercial and political matters. The ceremonial
law was given as a way of approach to, and of acceptance
with God. _Everything about the ceremonial law was

~ typical and therefore temporary. The ceremonial law

was for a typieal people, with a typical temple, and typical
sacrifices. And all types must pass away with the coming
The natural and national Israel as God’s

chosen people has been superseded by a spiritual, people,
by true 'Christians who are a chosen generation, 'a royal

priesthood, an holy nation, a purchased people; to shew

forth- the praises of- Him who hath called them out of
darkness into His marvellous light. God’s only people

“today are a heavenly people with a heavenly calling, with+

out respect to race or nation, a people in which there is
neither Jew nor Greek. The Old ICovenant temple was
typical of the present temple built out of living stones,
built out of born again people. Zechariah six twelve and
thirteen, “Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH;
he ghall build the temple of the LORD: and he shall bear

the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he .

shall be a priest upon his throne: and the counsel of
peace shall be between them both.” And the fifteenth
verse says, “And ‘they that are far off shall come-and
build in the temple of the LORD.” It should require no
argument that this has no allusion to any material

_ The Spiritual Temple? .
Christ is sometlmes referred . to0 as. a carpenter.

" And He is a Builder. He said in response to Peter’s con-

fession, “Upon ‘this rock I.will build my church.” ~But

Jesus Christ is building a spiritual temple. This prophecy -

of Zechariah had already found fulfilment in Christ and
His-church and the Ephesian church was given as a con-
crete example, “In whom ye' also are builded together
All the
furniture and all the sacrifices of 'the temple were types
pointing to ‘Christ and His church. Christ is so wonder-

" fulin His person and in His offices and in His work that
(it takes a multitude of ‘types to fully set Him forth..
Christians are ‘to the world what Israel was to Egypt.-

Israel had beéen chosen out of the nations of the world
and redeemed from Egyptian bondage, and so Christians
have been chosen out of the world and redeemed from

" the curse of the law. We delight to sing, .

“Free from the 1aw, oh, happy condition!
Jesus has died, and there is remission!”.

The moral law is to give knowledge of sin. The moral law
reveals the sinner to himself. The ceremonial Jaw reveals
Christ to the sinner. We need the moral law, the ten
commandments, right on and-on.-But we do not need the
ceremonial law for its function as a type ceased with the
coming of Christ ‘who is the reality and substance of all

-types and shadows. -

Shadows Vs. Substance

Now' it i's,the purpose of the Hebrew letter to-show that
Christianity has superseded Judaism and that Christ as

- Mediator and Surety of a better covenant is superior to

all persons and things asgociated with the Levitical eco-
nomy. The writer wants the Hebrews to give up the
shadows for the substance. The passage before us is a

-bold appeal to break with Judaism once and for all. The

writer takes us outside the camp of Judaism where
.Christ is. :He shows us what is going on inside _the camp
“and what the believer can do ;:mtsnde the camp. “Let us

" manifest love for the saints.

'go forth ‘therefore unto-him without the camp, bearing -

his reproach.” This all sounds like Paul to me. Paul
knew- Judaism. IHe wept over the Jews, and prayed for
them, but he could have no fellowship with Judaizers. In
thig mlssmnary labours he would go first to the Jews and -
try to win them, but there would soon come a break and -

‘they -would drive him from thelr synagogues, and he
* would ‘turn to the Gentiles. Because he preached Christ

as the hope of Israel-they would have none of him. How-
ever, God khoweth them ‘that are his," and the remnant

-called of God saw in Jesus Christ the wisdom and the

power of God in the salvation of 'sinners. These Hebrews
had emJbraced Christianity but had not grown. They
were stuntéd ard unsettled doctrinally."They were about
to become the prey of the smart Judaizers. Ailmost the
ofie and only ground of hope concerning them.was their
And even here the-apostle
found it necessary to exhort them to let brotherly love-

continue in its manifestation.

The Christian’s Altar (9-12)

Now in verses nine to.twelve we have the Christian’s
altar where he is to find food for strength. Here the
believers are shown how 'to become established. “Be not
carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it
is a good thing that the heart be established with grace;
not with meats, which have not profited 'them that have
been occupied therein.” — ‘divers and strange doctrines,
in opposition to grace. These doctrines were many and
motley but all they could do was to carry aside and upset
the heart.  But grace establishes, grace fixes one firmly.
in the soil of saving truth. N

. No Profxt m Meats
These doctrines were concermng meats. And here the
commentators, as it were, come out of the huddle and
run in-all directions trying to describe these meats. Some °
think the allusion is to kosher food and has to do with
the ceremonial law of clean and unclean meats. But this

'is hardly satisfactory. . As touching meats the Jews ex-

pected to be kept clean rby what they refused to eat, which
was regarded-as unclean, whereas it is thought that these
people expected to profit from eating meats. Moreover, .
the doctrines about clean and unclean meats could “hardly
be called divers and strangé. for they were as old as
Judaism itself. -And besides, Paul had dismissed the
question of clean and unclean meats in letters to Romans
and Corinthians as of no vital importance and had
pleaded for mutual patience.on the part of the strong and
the weak brethren. Others think that the reference is
to the sacrificial meals of the Essenes, a Jewish sect, a
minor sect, Wh1ch had broken away, without becoming
Christians, from the sacrificial system of Moses and had
instituted their own ordinance without the use of the
Levitical priest. And still others think that the meats
referred to were a mixture of doctrines held by Judaistic
and ‘Gnostic thinkers. Whatever these doctrines of meats -

‘were, they: must have been innovations, new and varied

doctrines which threatened to upset the Hebrews. Our
author says: It is better that the heart be established
‘with ‘grace; and not with meats. "There is no profit from
meats of any kind: To be established with grace means .
to study and meditate upon Jesus Christ;- -

Christ Is the Altar

All saving doctrine is about Christ. It matters little
whether we say doctrine or Christ because Christ is the
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only doctrine. Tt matters little whether we say grace
or Christ because Christ is the channel of all grace.
Christ and Him crucified was Paul’s doctrine and the
grace that is in Christ Jesus is,all that any sinner needs.
. He i the answer to every problem that sin has caused. He
is rest, and peace for the heavy and worried heart. The
all-sufficiency of Jesus (Christ is the most glorious thing
anyone can contéemplate. We have an altar, and this altar
is Christ. An altar is a place of slaughter or sacrifice
and all the altars of the Old 'Testament adumbrated
1 Christ. Everything that went on about the temple pointed

to Jesus Christ. All of the priestly workwof ‘the temple’

pointed to (Christ and His people. Christ is the believer’s
High Priest; He is the believer’s altar; He is the be-
- liever’s sacrifice; He is the believer's food; He is the
believer’s all and in all. “We have an altar, whereof they
have no right to éat which serve the tabernacle.” Nothing
makes sense about the whole Levitical system except as
types of Jesus Christ, Christ is the antitype of the animal
offered in sacrifice on the great day of atonement. The
body of that animal was not eaten by the priest but was

taken outside the camp of Israel and burned. Now there

were sacrifices of which the priest could eat. For the
priest lived of the things of the altar. But that which
‘typed out the atoning death of Jesus Christ was not eaten
“by the priest. And so the believer in Christ has food
that the priest could not eat in typical manifestation.
Christ is the food of His people as well as their salva-
tion. He is the Bread of Life.
altar of atoning sacrifice and in Christ we have an altar
of sacred food. In Christ the believer can cry, “My

heart is fixed, O God, my heart isfixed: I will sing and_

give praise.” Jist as we received life by appropriating
‘Christ by faith so do we get strength for our daily walk
and warfare by feeding upon Him. Just as_the branch
- finds’ _strength for fruit bearing in fthe vme, so the
Christian finds strength for bearing fruit to the glory
of God by abiding in Jesus Christ, -for without Him we
can do nothing. We do not have to leave Christ for any-
thing we need as moral and accountable beings. In the
Old_Testamént sometimes the altar was the place of prayer
and points to Christ through whom we come to God in
prayer. Christ is our prayer altar. We ask for nothing
except in His ffame. ‘We expect nothing except from His
pierced hands. All heavenly blessings come through Him,

You cannot read this epistle and find any hope in any_

thing or'anybody but Christ and Him crucified.

. - The Communion Table Is not the Alear

The believer’s altar is not the Lord’s Table. We do not
feed upon Christ at the Lord’s Table as we eat the bread
and drink from the cup. We simply say by symbol that
we constantly feed-upon Jesus Christ by faith, In this
epistle to the Hebrews there is no mention made of the
Passover of the Jews, nor of the Lord’s Supper of the
Christians because they do not come within the province

"~ of what the apostle is discussing. The Passover was a

- memorial of redemption from Egypt, the pass‘mg over of
the death angel. And the Lord’s Supper is a memorial
service in memory of Christ our Passover, sacrificed for
us. . T

r

. . II
- The Christian’s Position (13-14)
Verses thirteen and fourteen give us the believer's

position. His proper place is with Christ outside the
camp. ‘“Let us go forth 1;here'fore unto him without the

In Christ we have.an -

camp, bearmg his reproach.” We cannot share with Him
in the least in the work of _atonement but we can “share
with Him in the reproach and offence of the cross. In
this way we can have fellowship with His sufferings. The
camp of course in reference to the Hebrews was Judaism.

‘To fulfil the type of the animal which ' was burned out-

side the camp of Israel Jesus suffered outside the gate
of Jerusalem. ‘This indicates by symbol what Jesus
Christ was in the eyes of the Jews.” To be inside the
camp was to enjoy the privileges of the commonwealth of
Israel. To be outside the camp was to be denied and cut
off from these privileges. But Christ is more precious
than anything inside the camp. ‘The leper was made to
dwell outside the camp because he was regarded as.un- -
clean. And so Jesus ‘Christ was taken outside the gate
because He was regarded by the Jews as unclean. Crim-
inals ‘were stoned outside the camp. And so Jesus suf-
fered outside the gate as a criminal. ATl defiled people
were put outside the camp. And so Jesus the Holy One

.was numbered with transgressors and with the defiled.

It was outside the camp that all filth was deposited and
that was the place the Holy 'One of 'God went for us. -
What unspeakable humiliation! O, what depths of shame
and degradation the Holy 'One of Israel descended into .
for us undeéserving sinners. This was what Israel thought
of Him who was the Holy One of God. What a reflection
on t’heir moral judgment! What a revelation of wicked
hearts in sending Him outside the camp to die the death
that indicated a curse, even the curse of God! With un- .
speakable insanity.the J ews hated and still hate our’
Lord and Saviour. For Jewish Christians, for these
Hebrews to be outside the camp had a meaning that it
does not have for us. To Jewish believers it meant a
complete break with all their flesh and bléod and with
the religion of their fathers, a complete break with
Judaism and all earthly. comforts and peace. From the
Jews and from the nation came and still comes the -
reproach of 'Christ. In rejecting Jesus as the Christ and
Messiah the Jews have denied €very vital doctrine of the -
Old Testament. Delete Christ from the Old Testament
and we have no Word of God. The Old Testament without
Christ is nothing better than a blasted nut. The Jews
have taught and are still teaching the world to despise
the Lord.Jesus Christ, the Lord of 'Glory This scripture
I think has been greatly abused. Hundreds of sects have
arisen, “come-outers’”, who have come out of various
groups which they referred to as “the wicked camp”. I
think it better- to limit this particular scripture to Jews
who. must break with their people in becoming Chris-
tians. There is no exact duplicate of Judaism in the
world today. However, as true Christians we should be

willing to separate from everything and anything which =~ ~

would prevent our being loyal.to Jesus Christ.

The Christian Is a Pilgrim

- Now the exhortation to leave the camp of Judaism is
enforced by the thought that ‘“here have we no con-
tinwing city, but we seek one to come.” The Christian is
a pilgrim passing through a doomed world to an heavenly

- country. ‘This epistle was written only a few years before

the destruction of Jertisalem by the armies of Titus and

‘the writer must have felt that there was some terrible

catastrophe about to befall the nation of Israel. Christ
had already more than thirty years previous to this pro-
notinced the doom upon the city as He wept over Jerus
salem. “Christ had already told the Jews that their house

-
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was left unto them desolate. I am not anti-Semitic by
any means but the unbelieving Jew who hates my Lord
is not my brother. My heart 'goes out to Jew or Gentile
who is without the good hope that is in Jesus Christ. And
I gladly clasp hands with Jew or Gentile, bond or free,
. black or white, rich or poor, male or female, and say,
“pbrother” or “sister”, if they will trust and love my Lord
and: Saviour.
II1.
The Christian’s Sacrifices (15 &'16)

In verses fifteen and sixteen we have the 'Christian’s
sacrifices. ‘“By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice
of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips

- giving thanks to his mame.” The Christian is a priest
and as such can offer sacrifices acceptable to ‘God. Those
who trust Christ as their sin offering are themselves
constituted a kingdom of priests and an holy priesthood

to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by

Jesus Christ. 'This sacrifice of praise can only be offered
by the believer in Christ. God accepts nothing from the
sinner until the sinner first accepts Christ in His atoning
death. We must accept Christ’s sacrifice before God will
accept any sacrifice from us. Cain’s fruit would have beer.
accepted as a thank offering if he had first offered the
bloody sacrifice in recognition that he was a sinner trus’
ing in the coming Saviour, the seed of the woman, W’
would bruise the serpent’s head. ‘We must become rig’
eous in Christ before 'God will accept anything from
We must first be accepted by God before He will acc
anything from us. And there can be no sacrifice
praise until the-sinner’s heart is broken before God -
healed by faith in Jesus .Christ. Praise ¢an only cume
.from a redeemed sinner.
but God delights in praise from His people. He says,
“Whoso offereth praise glorifiéth me.” The sacrifice of
praige is to be offered to ‘God continually and not one
day in the year, not-an annual affair, not monthly, or
weekly, or even daily, but continually. The believer ought
to live in the spirit of thanksgiving and praise. The
blessings” we have in Christ so greatly outweigh all the
afflictions that can possibly come to us that our lives
should be perpetual psalms of praise unto God. O, what
praise is due unto Him who hath blessed us with all
" spiritual blessings 1in the heavenlies in Christ. Aill of us
are woefully behind with odr work of praising God. We
. spend time in listing our troubles that we ought to spend
in counting our blessings. In-one of the Chapman-Alexan-
der meetings a poor paralytic was wheeled down the aisle
and placed before the platform.- Mr. Alexander, conduct-
ing the song service, looked down at the man and said,
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“What is your favourite number?” Quick as a flash, the
poor cripple said, “Count your Blessings.” The (Chris-
tian’s sacrifice of praise is to be offered by Jesus Christ,
not by an official priest on earth., He takes our poorly
offered praise and perfumes it with His own perfections
and presents it to His Father. Now in addition to words
of praise the Christian is to offer works of piety as a
sacrifice. “But to do good and to communicate forget
not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.” Chris-
tianity is a practical religion. The truly grateful heart
will always be a generous heart. God is well pleased with
every deed of kindness done in the name of Jesus ‘Christ.

‘Everything done for Jesus’ sake is a sweet and holy

0, it may seem a small thing

" bear with his word of exhortation.
- much he has written will not be welcome, at least at the

psalm of praise to God. - Even the cup of cold water given
in the name of a disciple of Jesus Christ will receive its
reward.'
: Iv.~
Obedience to Pastors ((17)
In verse seventeen the writer seeks to strengthen the
xnds of their pastors. This implies that their pastors
ere frue and faithful and having a hard time. The
ork of a pastor is a solemn work and a hard work. It
s a work of brain and brawn. The pastor of a church is
esponsible to God for human souls. He watches that
ie may warn and too often when he makes his report to
‘nd in communion, upon his knees maybe, he has to make
with tears and with weeping. And this means trouble
nd loss for his people who resist the truth. As our
sastor takes us before his Father and talks to his Father
about us, can he do it with joy or does he have to do it

. V.
Mutual Prayer '(18-21)

In verses eighteen to twenty-one we have mutual
prayer. He virtually says, “Pray for me, for I pray for
you.” He hopes through their prayers to be restored to -
them the sooner. "In his prayer for them he addresses
God as the God of peace. And this too sounds like Paul.
This title of 'God occurs nowhere outside of Paul’s writ-
ings. This prayer is almost a summary of the epistle and
we do not have time to go into it. But he begs ‘God to
make effective in their lives that which he had exhorted
unto.\ This is the only time in the epistle that he refers
to the resurrection of Jesus Christ. And he thinks of
Christ as the great shepherd of the sheep, earning His

- with grief?

.. reward through the blood of the everlasting covenant.

VI.
Concluding Words (22-25)
Now in verses twenty-two to twenty-five we have the
concluding words of this epistle, He beseeches them to
He seems to feel that

first reading. He solicits them as his brethren and for
love’s sake to bear with what he has written. 'The writer
calls this epistle a brief word of exhortation. We think
of it, and we have studied it, as a great theological treatise
or as a grand exposition of the whole Levitical system.
But the writer calls it just a word of exhortation. What
modesty! And this is most appropriate, for all through
the epistle he is beseeching them and persuading them
concerning (Christ, their faith in Him and their loyalty. to
Him, Here in these closing words he sends cheery news
that Timothy has gained his freedom and the probability
that the two of them will visit them soon. He sends
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. cordual greetings to their leaders-and-to all the saints and -
is joined by certain ones from Italy The benediction is
Pauline too. “Grace be with you all. Amen.” This form
of benediction as somebody has said was Paul’s sign

manual, a token that the letter was from him and was.

used by no other New Testament writer while Paul lived.
. Itis indéed employed by John in the Book of Revelation.
- Blessed benediction! “Gracebe with you all.”
' 'My friends, I have given you a poor exposition of a
precious portion of Holy Writ. My own soul has been
refreshed by this study and it is my.humble hope that
"many of you have tasted anew that Christ is 'precmus

-

“Grace! 'tis a charmmg sound,
Harmonious to the ear;
Heaven with the echo shall resou'nd
‘And all the earth shall hear.

% *Twas grace that wrote my name
In life’s eternal book; ,
‘Twas grace that gave me to the -Lam!b
W‘ho all my sorrows book.” . e

. -“FULLER BRUSH VISITATION”

Robert J Hastings, Pastor University Baptist Church
’ . Carbondale, Illinois
HURCH visitors would enjoy a recent article deﬂcnb-
ing the methods of Fuller Brush salesmen.
tips to Fuller route men on how to increase sales. Really,
the Fuller Brush (Company.has no corners on these iproven

methods -which. can be utilized Iby all church visitors who.

take serlously the command to “go out mto the hlghways
: and hedges.” - '

. “Amount of sales ‘are in dlrect proportlon to num-
ber of calls made.” s :

Simple, isn't qt?" Yet any experience‘d- door-to-door

salesman will vouch for its truth. He will tell you the

more doorbells he rings, the more money he makes. The

idea is that .a certain percentage of residents on any\'

given street can be sold — and it's ]argely a matter of

showing the product ratlier than the “sales talk”. The .

'pro'blem is to locate the interested people, and the solutlon
is to knock on- enough doors!

This is a proven principle .in church v1sitatlon The-

" discouraged visitor can often increase the number of

folks reached simply rby steppmg up the number of calls.

2. “Knock again.”” ~ o
Occasmnal]y someone shouts from Iinside, “Who is it?"
Or maybe, “Come on in!” Fuller Brush says, “Do not -

. answer; knock again.” Ordinarily your prospect thinks
. you are someone he is expecting. To go on in unannounced
may embarrass both of you. A second or .third knock

will arouse enough curiosity to open the door. I have -

followed this practice many times, and have never failed

; . toget a door’ open by -simply keeping qu‘let and knocking '

agam .
“Step back » .= :
lFuller Brush instructs their salesmen 'to “take a step

back” when a lady answers the door. This shows cour-
tesy, proves you are not trying to barge in. It reassures

you are there to help the person, and not to force yourself --

in. Most people have a natural aversion to someone trymg
to cram something down their throats. The aggressive,

- blunt visitor who seeks to push himself into a strange

PN - . LI . . <.

It gave

-~

home will often encopnter a psychological barrier thrown
in his face. : .
And after all, shouldn’t courtesy be a distinguishing

‘mark of the church visitor? Remember, we go uninvited ~ .

to -the home and it’s doubtful if the first entry should
be in the spirit of a crusader! If Jehovah’s' Witnesses
and the Mormons think they can sell\more “brushes” that
way, more power to them!

4. “Sell on Saturdays.”

Quite an array of arguments are given why Fuller
Brush men should: sell on iSaturday mornings — especlally‘
rainy ones. . I had never considered Saturday morning as
a time for v1sxtatlon until reading this article — then
decided to try it.

" And the results are surprising. Some qbserva-tions
and advantages are: (a) Ordmamly, visit the homes

" where .you do not _expect to go in for an extended visit

— only the doorway convetrsation. Most people will be -
busy-—some will be sleeping! (b) The father is ‘often
home, as well as the school children. An excellent chance
.to meet the-whole famlly if calI'mg on new people. (¢) It
is near .Sunday — ‘church-going is already on. the minds
‘of, many.
wh1ch will give your visit an added lmpressxon (e) In

‘warm months many will be- workmg in the garden or. -

lawn, an opportunity for an informal chat without the |
formalities of a home visit.
a better frame of mind to preach that sermon or teach -
that class Sunday morning You will walk into your .
pulpit fresh from the homes of your people — which is
often better. than entering fresh from the pages of
Spurgeon!

To any ultra-conservatives who may resent the adapta-_
tion of commercial methods to spiritual service, we sug-
gest a re-reading of Luke 16:8, “the children of this’
.world are in their generation wiser than the children of
'hght » _—-—-Baptzst and Reﬂector ;

A MESSAGE IN VERSE

Some Sundays ago the Jaryis Street choir presented
- a musical selection that contamed a real message and

. which made a deep impression upon the congregation. Be-

cause a number of people commented on the message, we .
. felt.that the réaders of 'THE-GOSPEL WITNESS would ap- -
preciate reading these words of comfort ’

' . AT PEACE WITH cob = -

At peace with God! How great the blessmg'
. In fellowship-with Him ¢o be; ’
'And from all stains of sin set free ..~ =
- How rich am I, such wealth 'posseqsmg'

Chorus: :
My soul has found a resting place |
And T am now, through heavenly grace,
At peace with ‘God, at peace with God. .

The fear of death has gone forever, -
‘No more to cause'my heart to grieve;
There is a place I do believe =~ .

In heaven for-me, 'beyond the river.

At peace with Gods; no change can harm me;.
Whichever way my course may runm,
One wish alone :—God’s will be done —
1 seek, since I have known His mercy.
T Pres 7 - R. SLATER

st

(d)' Your Saturday call may be- unexpected .

(f) And last, you will be in . -
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For Younger Readers
BILLY-AND THE SMALLEST PIECE OF GLASS
By Martha Inez Johnson
. What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and
the son of man, that thou visitest him? For thou
hast made him a little lower than the angels, and
hast crowned him with glory and honour”
(Psalm 8:4, 5). :
“Hey; Bllly-y-y"’ Mack was yelling at the top of his
voice.
“What do you want?”’ Billy stuck his head out of the
window which he had tugged open. The snow - flew in.

He shivered and yelled again, ‘““Come to the back door""

banging the window shut.
Mack came around and saxd “Hi, Bill! we’re gomg
sledding on Muggins’ Hill. <’n you come?”’-’

“Nope!” ‘replied” Billy, “I'll go-tomorrow. ‘Today I'm

‘going to my Sunday-sc¢hool teacher 's house Our class has

a meeting there.”

Sledding was fun! Would the class.really miss him?
He always had a feelmg that people thoughrt he didn’t
count.

lSometxmes Miss Day, his teacher, remmd'ed h'1m that
big Brother Jim had' been much better than he in arith-
metic. Now he put on his mackinaw, his boots, his fur
mittens. All the boys were there when-he arrived. Billy
wag thinking of Mack and the sleds. Then he- thought of
Miss Day as he looked at Miss Lane. Would ‘Miss Lane
think he was careless and stupid too? Did she know he
was the youngest one in his family, the one who, Billy

‘secretly believed, didn’t count?

They sat in fronrt of the f]replace as Miss Lane began

" to tell them a story.

She told bf an artist who made stained glass wmdows
He cut little pieces of colored glass carefully, and he
kept them on his table. He thought and prayed and
worked day by 'day. This was going to be a beautiful

window, his best. There were large pieces of glass, and ~

small ones. They. were blue, red; green, gold, rose-colored.

Billy had never heard of a story about stained glass
windows. Miss Lane went on. ‘“One ‘day the artist’s
St. Berqard dog came into the studio. "As he walked
near the, table, his tail flicked over the top and, though
no one noticed, a very tlny piece ‘of brown glass fell to
the floor.” -

All the boys listened quletly Billy thought to himself
that the artist would never miss one little piece.

“At first he didn’t notice the -piece was gone. The
cleaning woman swept the room. She swept the piece of
glass into the dustbin. She threw the sweepin-gs on the
ash pile. Days later the artist looked for the pieces to
finish his window. One piece was missing. After much

excitement, searching, confusion and asking, he found the

tiny piece of brown glass on the ash pile. He dusted it
off and carefully carried it to his studio.”. Miss Lane
sald “It was the most important piece of all; it was
the eye of the Lord Jesus.”

Billy was so surprised! Miss Lane contmued “T want
you boys to realize that though you are small you are still
important to God.”

When Billy went home he had forgotten about the
things Mother and Miss Day had said about his not being
good enough. ‘He only remembered that like the artist
who needed the smallest piece, God needed h1m too. He

* would never forget it!

"3:17, 23). -

. —Chmstzgm, Youth. .-
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OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)

’

THE PREEMINENCE OF CHRIST

Lesson Text: Golos'smns 1:9-20.
Golden Text: “And he is before all things, and by him all
things consist.”—Colossians 1:17.
Introduction to Epistle to Colossians:
The Epistle to the Colossians wias written about 64 A.D.
from Rome and was probably taken by Tychicus along with
Ephesians and Philemon, when Onesimus'was returiing to
Philemon in IColosse (Eph. 6:21; Col. 4:7-9; Philemon). It is
one of the prison Etpls“t:les of Paul.

The city of Colosse was situated in the district of Phrygxa,
Asia Minor. We “have .no record of the founding of the

-

- ¢hurch, but Bpaphras may have been responsible (Col. 4:12).

Certain forms of false teaching were endangering the purity
-of the young. church: the worship of angels; gnosticism, a
mixture of Persian and Greek philosophy which was to the
effect that knowledge, not faith, was the key to salvation;
legahsm and asceticism. The Apos‘tle wrote the letter to
caution the believers against these errors and to’ confirm
them in the doctrines of grace.

Since all the errors arose from a failure:to give the Lord
Jesus IChrist due honour as the Son of God, the Apostle rightly
judged that he could best combat the falvse cults by describ-
ing 'His proper nature, position and office. The preeminent
glory of Christ is the theme of the whole Epistle. .

'Analysns of Episile to Colossians:

I. Christ the Preeminent Lord (chapter 1)
. IL. Christ the Incarnate Lord (chapter 2).
* IH. 'The Believer's Union with Christ (chapter 8)..
IV. The Be'hever’s Fellowship with the ISmnts
. " (chapter 4).
I Prayer through the Preeminent Christ: verses 9-14.

True prayer is addressed to God through (Christ and is’in-
spired by the lI-I'oly ‘Spirit. 1t is permeated with thanksgiv-
ing: indeed, petition and praise blend with one another, both
being ‘aspects of our fellowship with the Lord (Phil. 4:6).
In this model prayer of the Apostle Paul note the three sub-
jects of petition: the believer in relation to the will of God, the
work of God and the power of God (verses 9-11); and the .
three causes of praise: the believer’s unhentance, deliverance -
and redemption (verses 12-14).

In' contemplating a journey, the traveller first seeks a map
to chart his course and to determine his directions. The be-
liever who would travel to the Celestial Land must have the
assirance that he is travelling along the right road and in
‘the right direction. It is a 'great f to know the plan
and will of God (John 7:17), but still greater to be filled
with the knowledge of His will (Eph. 1:17; 3:19). To know
the will of God, no mere intellectual prowess will suffice;
only by splrl'tual wisdom and understanding can one under-
stand spiritual truths (1 Cor. 2:12-14; 2 Cor. 10:4, 5).’ o

Knowledge must be accompanied by obedience: the one who
knows the will of God, yet fails to perform it, commits gin -
(Matt. 7:21; John 9%41; Jas. 4:17). The- enlightened believer -
will be anxious to walk before the Lord in-a manner well--
pleasing to Him (1 Thess, 4:1), loving the work of -God (Col.
As he walks 'and works in fellowship with the
Lord, the faithful disciple will come to know the Tiord iin an
mtlmate way (Phil. 3:10; 2 Pet. 3:18).

They who do the ‘Lord’s bidding will find *that all needed
power is supplied; we are never sent to warfare at our own
changes (1 Cor, 9:7; 2 Cor. 3:5, 6). The Apostle prays that
the Colossian lClrns’bmns may 'be strengthened -with all the -
glorious power of the Lord Jesus iChrist (Eph, 1:17-23; 8:16). :
We need ‘His strength to conquer all our oes, to withstand
temptation, to walk worthy of the Lord, to serve Him-faith- .-
‘fully, to witness for Him effectively and to bring the unsaved *

BN <., . . i .
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'Hrm Our text (verse 11) speaks, however, of strength
not to conquer, but rather to endure (2 ‘Tim, 2:3; 4;6); not
,to do all things, but perhaps just to do nothing; in the time
‘of affliction and trial to wait upon the 'Lord patiently, qmetly
and hopefully.

Our prayer is to be addressed to God our heavenly Father
(Matt. 6:9; Eph. 3:14, 15; Col. 38:17). We are not worthy to
be called His dh.l'ldrem but in the person of Christ ‘'we are

- made worthy to be H1s sons and heirs (Rom. 8:14-17;
1:6). Through faith in 'Christ we become heirs of the in-
heritance which is incorruptible, undefiled and which passeth
not away (1 Pet. 1:3, 4).

The Apostle Paul would have the Colossians give thanks
that they belong to the kingdom of light, the kingdom of
" Christ, having been delivered from the power of darkness,

even the power of Satan. They had.been redeemed and ran- -

somed from sin, Satan and death through the atoning work
of Christ the Lord, and had received the forg'1veness of sms
(Rom. 3:24; Eph. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19; 1 John 1:9).

II. Praise of the Preeminent Christ: verses 15-20.
Christ, the Preeminent One, is described in relation to His
- Father (verse 16), the world (verses 16, 17), and believers
(verse 18-20).

Our Lord Jesus Christ is the express image, likeness and
.exact representation of God the Father (2 Cor. 4:4; 1 Tim.
1:17; 3:16; Heb. 1:8), sinée He is Himself God (John 1:18;
14: 9) 'Even before the Incarnation He was the unique Son
gfl (‘;o‘d ‘“begotten before every :creature” (John 1:1; Rev.

As to the world, Chrwst is: the Creator of all things (John
1:3; Heb. 1:2); and as .being above and before all things,
exlshmg from all eternity, He is also the sustainer of .the
umverse, upholding all things by His word of power. In
1 im all things are lheld together. “Order is ‘heaven’s first
aw". '

In regard to 'the believer, also, 'Christ is the Preeminent

One. He is the Head of ‘the church, which is described as -

His body, being composed of ail who are united to Him by

faith and also united to one another (1 ‘Cor. 12:12, 13, 2:)

,As in the physical realm thejhead controls the movenients
‘of the body, o in the spmtual realm (Christ is supreme over
the activities of His church. He is the beginning of the new
creation, as :Adam was of the old creation, and all who are
born again have part in that mew creation of which He is
the Head (1 Cor. 15:20-23, 45-47). 'He is, the first-begotien
from the dead, hence the Preemment One in His resurrechon
(Acts 13:3; ‘Rom. 1:4; Heb. 1 5; Rev. 1

Christ dwelt upon: earth as a man, and also as God. He
possessed in their fulness all the -attributes of God (John
1:14; Col. 2:19).

Christ was the Preemment One in His mlmsatry as in His
nature, for 'on the cross He died for all men, that He might
reconcile the wonld unto Himself 2 'Cor, 5:18, 19).

Daily Bible Readmgs

Dec. 5—Preeminent in Creation ................... Eph, 3:1-9
Dec. 6—Preeminent in the Universe ... L. John 1:1-13
Dec. T7—Preeminent in the 'Church ................. Eph. 1:15-22
.Dec. 8--Preeminent in His Power................... 1 Tim., 6:11-16
Dec. 9—Preeminent in the Love of His Friends

Maitt. 10:832-39
Dec. 10—Preeminent ovet ADEelS ... Heb. 1:1-14
Dec. 11—Preeminent in His Death ................... 1 Cor.. 16:12-25

Suggested Hymns

Jesus, wondrous 'Saviour!

Jesus, the very thought of ’ﬂhee

Join all the glorious names. B .
There is no name. -
Fairest Lord Jesus. . ;

Oh, ‘could I sing the matehless worth!

g
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Do You Have Some Shopplng
. Problems This Year?

' May We Help? "

On your shoppir;g fist are some persons who

- have no need of the usual type 'of Christmas

present. What will you send them? We have

“two suggestions that will solve your problem.

7

1. The Doctrines of Grace

An attractive, well bound book of great
messages by Dr. T. T. Shields. Bound in a
rich -maroon binding with gold imprint; this
volume will be gratefully received by dll
Christians.

208 PAGES _.[____._______ Only $2.50 .

2. A Subscription to the

Gospel Witness

Fifty-two times. a year this faithful gospel
messenger will bring to your friend's home
sound, evangelical reading. Help to intro-
duce THE GOSPEL WITNESS to others! -

One year's subscription __.______._ $3.00
Two year's subscription __._______ $5.00
' Six month's subseription __________ $1.50

PsS.

Your -pastor would appreciate either of
the above gifts. .
/
ACT NOW! Send your orders io

. THE GOSPEL WITNESS;
130 Gerrard St. E., Toronto 2, Ont.
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