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By Pastor J. M'LelIan, Edinburgh 

THAT worldHness is a reprehensible thing all pro
Jessed IChris'tiilDS readily admit. 'Dhe Bilble is replete 

with di:ssuasions from ii. Everyone is f.amiliar with sIH'.h 
words'as th'es'E!: - "Love not the world,-nei'the'r the things 
that are in the world. If any man lov_e the world the 

.love of the 'Father is' not in bim." "Be not conformed 
to ·this wOl'id:" "The friendship of the world is enmity 
with 'God: whosoever 'tnerefore will 'be a friend. of the 
W'Orld is itJhe· enemy of 'God,." Buf notwiths·tand'ing all 
this the evil continues to ·exi.st, and 'jos, we fear, at the 
present moment appallingly rampant in many of oil·r 
churches.' 'What renders effectual dealing with it ex-. 
tremely difficult is that pe'ople' genera1lly appear to have 
but very inadequate id~as as to what it really cons-ists in; 
and consequently iot is often felt tha't whatever our private 
opinions regarding men may be, we cannot, without an 
apparent breach of charity, so'"'bring the charge home to 
any man in .particuia·r as that we could look at him in the 
f·ace and say, ''''f;hou art the' man." By viewing it under 
the gui'se' of. oth'er names, worldly, professors perl."uade 
themselves, and try to p1!rsuade others, that t'hei·r ~orldli
ness i.s not woIildHness at all, hut something very dif-

. ferent, Take the case of a man whose heart is set upon 
the accumulation of money. His spiritual life may be 
d'o'wn at ze:r:,o; ,his' attention to spiritual duties ·and. privi
leges almost' entirely a, matter 'of routine; his first 
thoughts in' the morning and his last a't ~ight, as a rule, 
are ~bout the world; and, 'what he is pleased to call his 
prayellS, ·a·re almost as .mechanical' as those supposed to 
·be offered to Heaven ,by. the praying-machines cif certain 
neathens. Yet this man woulld loe migh'tily offended were 
we to insinuate that hi·s soul was not prospering 'and in 

"hea:lth. He wou'ld, perhaps, with some warmth remind 
us that he was converted so many years 'ago; that hi·s 
"views" are' siric'tly 'orthodox; that· his morals are un
impeachable; that he is in his ·pew with urifailing regu
larity every Lord'·s-day; and that he 'gives of his means 
toward·s the support of "the cause:" and if all that does 
not indicate a reasonable deg.ree of spirituality, heis'a't a 
loss to know what we would ,be at. Are men to become 
heM-nits? Must :a man, to afford ·wha,.t 80me people regard 

"as sufficient evid~nce of genuine piety, negUeCt his busi
ness and take to' Bible-reading ·and prayer-meetings in
s't~ad? His humlble opinion is that such a course would 

be a' gross "violation of the dictate~ both of Scripture and 
of 'common sense. He has made' <the profound' discovery 
that a's long as:we are in ·the hody we must give the world 
its proper place. And he finds, moreover, that if a man 
is to succeed in lif~.he must give due a·ttention to busi
ness., In a word, he tells us that :his motto is '~Render 
therefore unto Caesar ·the .things which are Caesar's ; and 
unto God the things that are God's.'" All this, it must be 
admitted, wears an air of 'phlusiibHity; hut.. a ·lit'tle re
flecti'on ought surely to 'know that it is mere sophis'try. 
and that of the-'most d:~ngerous character, All the tHings 
on which he plumes himself may be quite true, and y~t 

. his soul ibe in a famishing condition; while all the atten-
tion to 'the things of this life which hi'S' utterilD'ces need 
imply, may consist with the 'loftiest spiritu'al'ity, There 
may on the one hand :be a form of godliness withou't its 
'power; and, on the other, whi'le "not slothful in bU'siness" 
a man may he .!'fervent in spirit, serving the Lord." It 
is at 'bottem a,heart question. 'If 'a man "will be ri·ch," 
·i,e., is 1'esolved to Ibe rich, he will fall into. 'temptation 
and a snare, and into many foolis·h and hurtful lusts, . 
which drown men in 'destruction and perdition. It is thp 
love of money-not the money itself--=-::which is the "root 
of all evil;" and "whHe some coveted after i't, they have 
erred from ·the faith, and pierced themselves througth 
with many sorro\\'ls." T!'tere' cannot be two "ruling 
passions" in the .soul. We "cannot serve 'God and mam
mon," Wlhat, t'hen, i\! the' "proper place"· for the world? 
and. what s'houId, be rega·rded as ·giving it- "due a'tten
ti.on 7" . 'Let the ·great Teacher answer :-"Seeok ye first 
the -kingdom of God, and his' righteousness; an:d 'ail these 
thing.s 'shall be added unto you." Bunyan's "brave pioc
ture" of the faithful ehris'ti~n pastor S1hou:ld, in' fact, 'be 
the 'picture of every IChristian. . "It had eyes lHted up -to 
heaven, the best of iboO'ks in his hand, the law of truth 
)'Vas written upon his lips, the world was .behind his bac'k; 
:he s'tood as .if 'he pleaded with men, and a· crown of gold 
did hang over 'his' head." That is the "proper place" 
for the world iif we would', one d·ay, find the "crown of 
gold" ·placed upon our brow. . 

Here is another of Bunyan',s ,pictures; and how many 
professors· of religion might· put it in thei.r albums as 
the ·best photograph of themselves that Ihas yet :been 
taken 'by uninspired' man: ItT·he Interpreter takes them 
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a'part again, and has them first into -a room where was 
a man that coutd look no way Ibut downward.s, with a 
muC'k-r~ke in his hand. There stood also one OVel' his' 
head with a celesUal crown in his 'hand, 'and proferred 
him that ·crow.n for his muck-rake; but the man did' 
neither look up nor regard, but r8.'ked· 'to ·himself the 
straws, the small sticks, and the dust of the ·floor." Who 
would not pray with "Christiana", "0 deliver me from 
this muck-rake!" 

-
We ·plead for no asceticism. Let men enthusiastically 

prosecute 1fueir av.ocai'ions if they find ·that they can 
truthfully say that "whell;her they eat or drink or what
soever. they do, they do aU to the glory of God." But if ·a 
man cannot say that, then, ,the sooner he looks to his mo
tives and his 'aims ,the :bebter. It cannot be done too soon. 
Life is fast fleeting away, and the Sblemn hour may any 
moment come when the business which now eng,rosses 
the a'ttention must be reliItquis·h~d,' and the silver. and 
the .gold pass into the hands of others. No clever fencing 
will ward- off the stroke of death, and no sophistry wHI 
then silence an ·accusing conscience. What, reader, if 
you should then :discover· that what· you can your "con
version" has -been a delusion, and your whole life ~ a 
mistake! 

!Let i't not, ·however, !be supposed that. worldliness is 
confined' to men of ibusiness. The man who "will be 
,rich" furnishes only one out of a thousand illustrations 
which could easily be adduced. ;Con"formity to the world 
may, ·in faet, manifest itself in any 'of our actions, what-' 
ever 'Our station in life, or our position in the church may 
be.. We meet with it, for example, in the case of the 
preacher ",Jro can ma:ke havoc of the truths of our most 
holy f.aith, and: trifle with the eternal interests of his 
hearers, for the s'ake of popularity; or se'lf - in t'hat 
of the' donor wlho gives only when he is certain ,that his 
name will occupy a prominent place on a subs'cription 
list, so "that it may 'be seen of men" - in that of the 
man or woman whose intercouI"Se with his or her asso
ciates mainly consists in rctailing scanda.J or idle 'gossip 
-in that of the Church-member who finds spiritual exer': 
cises so unin'ter~sting that they 'must be 'Compressed' into 
the narrowest compas's 'consistent with outward decency, 
while, 'P~rhaps, he can spend the live-long night with 
unflagging interest and anima:tion in the unhallowed 
atmosphere of the IbaH-room - in that of the professed 
ChrisHan who can deliberately dloose for his or he'r 
companion for life one who does not profess to love the 
Saviour: -in all th.ese cases we have so many illustrations 
of world-lines's. 

Bult, then, ·tl:.1e parties concerned ,tB.'ke a very different 
view of 'the matter. The worldly preacher maintains that 
is only endeavouring, as all thoughtful men do, to keep 
abreast of "the culture of 1fue age'.'; whatever that may 
mean: The. worldly giver in sounding "his trumpet de
clares he does so in order that, JJ.aply, he may induce 
others to imi'tate his laudable example. The 'gossip ·is 
only. putting a brother on Ibis ,guard a'gainst some danger
ous nei'ghbour. The !baH-room frequenter would· have us 
believe that 'he is anxious "rubove everything to let "the 
world" know-that religion is not 'a gloomy thing. And 
the party wh~ ma:rries a world'ling is of opinion that 
there is nothing wrong in such ·alliances now-a-days; see
ing unconverted- people, in so-called Ohristian lands, do 
not worship stoc'ks and stones', but are, as a rule, ready 
to accompany their p~rtners Ito a p:Jace of worship. 
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Thus the ibroad line of demarcation between the ~hurch 
and the' world has, in too many instances, all hut dis
appeared; and' the consequence is that our land is swarm
ing with Laodicean professors. 0 for some Elija:h-li'ke 
man of God to go through the length and· ibreadth of the 
land caHing, as with tru'ropet voice unto men: '·~If ,tlie 
Lord he God follow him: hut if Baa-I, then follow'him." . 
. How often do we '~eet with the spi,rit of the world 
in our church mee'tings?' 'Petty jealousies and ·private 
spites not unfrequently underlie mu<,h of what"goes under 
the name of 'zeal for the exercise of 'scriptural ·discipline. 
The people who 'gather around the same' talbleto com
memorate the Saviour's death, professedly because 'of 
their love to Mm and one ano'ther, have, alas! been known 
-let us hope' fuat it is {i, ra're thing - to conduct them
selves, ere they' have left their pews, 'in such a ma:nner 
as to suggest the humiliating query - Would an equal 
number of the-men of the world· s'how a more unchristian 
spirit than these d'is'play? How can such a community' 
expect to enjoy ·the divine blessing? They scare away the 
Holy Dove of peace from thei·r midst; and he w.ill not 
return until they learn "with'an lowliness and meeknes's 
with longsuffering to forbear one another in love; en~. 
deavouring to ,keep the unity of the Spirit in the lbond 
of 'peace." To all such the Scripture exhortation is:
":rut on, therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, 
,bowels. of mercies,. :kindness, humblencss of mind, meek
ness, long-suffering; forbearing one another, and forgiv
ing one another, if any man have a quarr~1 against any: 
even as Christ fOl'lgave you, so a,lso do yeo And a:bove all 
'things put on charity, which is the bQnd of perfectness." 

'SL81 'PMOlJ, pUl'fI P.IOMS' atrJ,-
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tlbe J ~rb'iS 6trttt tl~lptt 
"EXCUSE -ME!" '0 

A Sermon by Dl·. T. T. Shields 

Preached in Jarvis Street 'Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, December bt, 1929 

(iSten~gmpIh'icaIH'Y Reported) 

"And lili.ey aU' witih one CGT.lSenJt began to make eJreUse. The first saiid unro him, 
I have bouglrt a piece of ground, and I ]llust needs 'go and see it: I pray ilihee have me 
excused. 

"A~d anotiher s'aid, I ihave ,bought five yoke df. oxen, and I go to prove them: 
I pray thee bave me excused. , 

"And another said, 'I have married a 'W·itfe, a.nd .'Iilierefore I oonn1()lf; come." _ 
- -, . -Luke 14:18-20 

, 
Prayer Before the Sermon 

As we bow ,in Thy holy presence tfJhl.s eveDJi,rug, -0 Lord, we 
contfess our 'sins be'fore Thee, a.n~ acl(n.owled1ge that our 
in1qui-ties have separated between; us 'and_ our !God. Our 
foo'iijEili mind's ihave been darkened. We !have. Wd'llingly sur
rendered lili.e kno.wled!ge of God; for men, !by nature, hl8.~e not 
Hked! to retain God in their ImlOwledtge. We acknow'led'ge that 
there has come upon men ·a ·great darkness, so that the things 
o!f the sp1rittual wortld are !hidden frO'm theii" view. We 'Can 
know nlOtihiD'g !but tib!at w!h1ch Thou art pleased to reveal. 
Thou hast hidld'en these 1ihLnlgs from 'the wise and prudent, 
and hast revealed them un'ilo balbes. We wO'U'ld' fain be as 
lilt1fte ohliildren in 'l'hy presence Ijjhis evening, ,lending an 
·attentive ear to tihe -faintes-t wlhislper of the Ho'ly Spirit, that 

-- we may !be ted into 'an understanding of those things which 
are nolt di-scoV'e1'i8lble Ito_ttihe natu;rai mind. 

Uecaus'e men have 1jhu's 'been separated frolm Thee, how 
foo'l:ishtly,we hav_e aH acted! We have counted -tihat which is 
the hitgihest mantitfestaJliion of the wisdom df God; to be fool
ishness; atntd tthat wthiclh was d~gneId to lift us 1lIP to God"has 
become Ito many a stu.mlbliDig block. We 'Pray that the H()Ily 
Spiti·t may remove a!l:l dar-kness from 'Our ·minds. We thank 
Thee that many df us are .aJlreadty. nty clrlldren; 'boot we are 
no longer ~h~'ldren O'f the nigiht, but are c'moldren Of the day. 
We thank Thee .'ilhat ·the 'God Who commanded the li'ght ,to 
_shine o\Jl; of darkn.eS'Si has slhinedl in our :hearts -to .g:i.ve the 
Hght o!f the 'lmow'ledge of the 'glQry of God i,n tthe face of 
Jesus 'Christ. 'In Him the 'Sun df. rigihteousnteSS has risen 
upon us wi·th iheaUn!g in lHis twings. Thou hast ibroUiglbt us 
into the H'gfht of a day that s'han know no end; and' iby its 
ligiht we slhaU COlme 'aJt ~asIt to the c~ty of which it is said, 
There iI; no mght ttihere. . . 
~ {)ray tiha:t others may !be !brought -tihis evening into the 

fuU iJ.'iJglh't of 'the gospel of oJ esUB Ohrist. Rem'Ove every obstacle 
t'hat 'Wou'ltd tprevenlt ttiheir 1C000ing. We 'Pray tha:t the .Spirit 
of God may' 'ConStrati,n men this evening ·toa simple acceptance 
O'f the truth as it is dn Christ J CS'IlS. we -thank Tlhee ifihalt 
Thou hast ·Thy days of vis'ita'tiO'll'. iM'ay slpring:time come to 
fue sou'ls oIf maDly ,tihds evening! iMay the prayers which have 
been offered !by ,others in their behalf - the prayers 'Of 
motihers and fathers, of ·wives or huSbands or of 'ChlldlTelll, and 
the entreaties df. 1lll'lIiIIIy Obris'man mends - 'be made fruitfu~ 
in their experienCe ttihlis evenlin1g. May tI1his !be the hour when 
many slhan1 turn from darlkness unto 1~g!ht, and' from the 
power df '~tan WlIto God. 

Give us, we' pray Thee, 1jhe constciousness of Thy presence. 
If 1nlto any :mind &is' eveninlg the enemy slhoUld 'Come as a ~ 
fIlood, ,may the Spirit df. God ,-lift up a stam.d'ard ag8iinst ihim! 
May prtnlcitpa:1ilties and' 'Powers and lIlhe rulers of the dtarkness 
o'f this WIOrld' !be made to flee !before ·the SUperior 8'tren'gth 
of God: 1jhe 1H0'l'Y Ghost! IM'ay Wis 'be an hour of trium'Ph in 
the hearts o!f ,many I _We ask uk i1; for Thty name's sate, 
Amen. 

"AN.D ~ey aU with one_ cons'ent began to ma'ke excuse. 
'The first said- unto him, I have ;boug-h-t a piece of 

ground·, anti I must needs go a·nd see it: I p.ray thee have .-

me excused. And another said, I have bought five yoke 
of oxen, and- II go to prove them: I ip-ray thee have me 
excu·sed. And another said, I :have married a wife, and 
therefore I cannot- come." But the principle of it all is 
embodied in these.few words, '''They all with one consent 
hegan to make excuse." 

U is an undoubted fact that multitutdes of .people wh() 
have heard the' gospel faithfully -proclaimed· for many 
yeal'lS are stilI without Christ. There are many here this 
evening who know, intellectually 'at IE;!ast, the ,great prin
ciples of the -doctrin~ of grace just as well as the preacher 
can tell you. You know that Christ died for sinners; that 
He died for all because all were dead; and. y()u know that 
men are saved hy simple faith in Him, and in no other 
way. You 'know that He is ever wi-Iling to receive.the 
penitent sinner. You have heard the :gospel hu'd'reds and 

. hundred-s of times,and it is your ihope that some time 
you will be saved; tbut at this.ihour you are still without 
Christ. Why are you not a tOhristian?1 I put th'at ques
tion to every man and woman 'here th'is evening who is 
not yet 'a child of ·God, Why are you not saved'? Why 
are you not living in the po:wer of His grace as a dis
ciple of Christ? And' immediately, were I tal'king with 
you personally, y()U would give me what you caU a reason. 
You wou-Id explain why. But What you call a reason is 
not a reason at all, for y()u are included in the class here 
described who' "all with one consent tbegan to make 
excuse;'. 

I. 

,FROM WHAT·ARE MEN SO READY TO BE EXCUSED? What 
is the g~·spel that- men should so frequently turn a deaf 
ear to its appeals'? What is sa-lvation, that men should be, 
apparently, 's'o unwilling to receive i·t? What is your 
conception of what Jesus Christ 'Came to accomplish? 
If you-have not as yet advantaged yourseJof of that which 
He wrou'ght in your ib~.half, why is' it you have a'sked 
hitherto to be exeused. fro-m receiving salvation at His' 
hand? - -

'1,t is described in our 'context under the fi'gure of a 
SUWer. A certain ,man made a great supper, and when 
every preparation had !heen made he sent ()ut his servants 
and -said, "Come; 'for all tMngs 'are DOW .ready." It is 
rather an unusual thing for people to ask to >be excused 
from supper! When a boy tells !his m()ther he does not 
want his dinner she is disposed to s·end for the doctor! 
When a man comes -home fr()m Ii busy day's work and is 
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disinclined to eat, his wife has reason to be anxious 
about him. Ali invitation to supper ,by healthy people 
is usuaUy accepted with. alacrity, and· there must. be !lome 
explanation for thi's -general refusal" to 'Come to supper -
"·Th.eY ·all with one consent 'began to make excuse." 

----'is not that. the near.est thing to hefj.ven that can :be 
found' upon' earth? Oh lonely, ·lonely soul !come, for all 
things are now ready. With the King for 'your Host, 
angels for your servants, and' all the wealth of heaven 
providing the entertainment, why ·should anyone in his 

. senses ·as'k to 'be e~·cused from' a feast ']joke that, I should 
like to kn9w, and from sucp company. as the Sl,lpper 
affords? '. .. '. 

Let me, as a foundation .for Wihat l have later' to. say. 
'remind· you of these very famUiar things:. that there is 
a supper to' which you are invited, and that the figure 
suggests that divine grace comes to minister .to our neces- Some of you respectfuUy decline an invita:tion to a 
sities. I grant you that there are many luxuries provided wedding because "it 'would cost too mUClh. I am telling 

. for the child·ren of God. Well do I remember that the ~ecrelt's, '1' 'know, hut that is a faClt. In some 
prodigal was given shoes for hi,s feet, the 'best robe, and cases it 'would mean a new gown. It mi'ght mean an 
even a ring for his haria; hut the first order .given 'by the expensive present ,to ibuy.· When ·invited to do cert!!in 
host on that occasion' was, "Bring hither the fatted calf. other thihgs }.\"here. people .are supposed 'to pay their own 
and kill it; and let 'us eat, and:be merry." .!It was ne'ces- way, it is surprising what- ingenuity men and' women dis-

- sary thaf the .hungry man should be fed, for in the far cove·r for ma·king excuses.' They never say, "1 canho.t 
· country he would fain 'have sa'tisfied his' hunger wi·th the afford it - 'but that is' hack of it.aU. ' 

hus'ks which the' swine did eat. '. If you were 'commanded to'appeal" at Buckingham 
But I remind you' that the religion of Jesus Christ is 'Palace, and were a.sked to dine with the king," I hope you. 

not 'something that can be relegated to a ,convenient day; . would not ta,ke ·your purse with you and ask for a 'bill! 
it is not something that can be postponed Uke the pur- That would 'be altogether .out· of pla'ce at the king'·s table, 

· .. cha'se of a new ca·:r, or a new radio, or an ~xtra coat, some- would it not? The wonder of this invitation "is that all 
· thing in the nature of a luxury that" you can do without, that we need, all that our souls desire, is provfded for us 

saying, "'I ,thou'ght I woul4" get it this. year, but I think in Christ. without money and without 'price; and yet, 
we will wait until we ·have a little more money." The when ·the invitation is given, men say, "I pray th'ee !nave 
reli·gion of Ghrist is not to -be classed a's a luxury that a. me excused." 
man can afford to dispense with: it is an' absolute neces- II. 
sity for everyone of us. It dea].s with the fundamentals THAT REFUSAL IS WORTH EXAMINING. We ought to find 
of life.' It comes to provide us with ·that without. which 

• it is :impossible really to live at aU. It is, in the spirit.ual out why men pray to 'be ·excused. Our Lord descri.bed 
sense, a matter of ibread ·and hutter. 'It is. a .supper: . three classes in ·a very few wor-ds". I heard my father say 
"Come.; for all things are now ready." If you are hungry once in a sennon, "'The Lord' is.a ·great packer. He can 
you cannOt afford to stay away, for the King's table is paC'k an oak into 'an acorn." And so He can; He can say 
pfovided .with things that are absolutely essential to life. ~~Ch in a .few words .. I believe 'that in the three' classes. 
I say the gospel is a necessity. 'The salvation. which e.re descrI'bed all classes. '.'I'ho thus excu:se themselves 
Christ offers, you . must' have or you cannot iive. ·'Dhat.· from attendance at the dIvme "fe~st are mcluded. 
salvation is -to 'be found in Jesus Christ alone: "Neither Wlhat was the first excu·se? "I have bought a piece 'of 
is th.ere salvation in any other: for there is' none other. ground. II 'have bought a field, and must needs go to 

. name under heave"n given among men, whereby we must see it. I· am in the real estate husines's. I have a piece 
be saved;" And. yet from the ta'king of ail things that of Teal ·property, and I want to examine it. I want to 
are.necessary to life, men ask to 'be excused. ·estimate. its potep.tialities. .1 am concerned with thi,s 

But there' is more than that in the religion of Christ. . materialposse·ssion of mi~e,' and my interest in that is 
May I say that it is. a ,social necessity? "No man liveth so 'a!bsoI~bing that it excludes aH other things.; and on 
to himself," You may boast of your independ'ence, but that acco~nt. I v.ray the~ have me ~xcused-!" 'There is a_ 
you are not' independent. Tohat man down there is not . great "prmcIple: AU wealth 'comes from one. of two 
only indepimd:ent, hut ·he thinks he is very important! sources: one so~r-ce is the land.: and th~ other is labour, 
He thin'ks he is equal to almost any emergency -.!... until what one puts mto the land, what he 'gets out of the 
some difficulty overta'kes him; then. he is like a little land. These are the fundamentals of the world's wealth; 
child. You cannot live alone. Why do you go to a 3;nd they are included here. This man had a piece of 
friend's house for 'supper? For the sake of what is on land. 
the ta,ble? Well, sometiIJles! Now, be honest, and con- 'I do rrot 'know what you have. it may be a-piece 'of 
fess it! I remember years ago I used ,to pay an annual land. it may he a !hoU'se. It may !he a !hank account, a 
visit to a home. I w.:as invited fbrmally. It would never 'business,· a piece of property of \Some sort, a worldly in
have done to go oftener, for the family exchequer would te·rest that riyets and monopolize's your attention. You 
have' been bankrupt! It was a marvellous feast. It .made are so concerned with laying up for yourself treasures 
me afraid to look at it; but 'my hostess prided herself up~n earth that you have no .time to think about treasures· 
on the ta1ble she spread, 'and- it was a most elaborate table. in heaven. 
I do not know what she thought I was! However, only Is that why you. are not a ,Chri'stian? Has that pas'sion 
once a year could- I 'afford to go - or she to invite me. for proper.ty, for treasure, for wealth, 80 'mastered you 
.Sometimes 'we '1[,0 for what is on the table. That is what that you have neither time nor inclinaltion for spi.ritual 
you go.to your own table for. . considerations?, Is it on that ground that you ask to he 

But it is a, dl'ea·ry thing to eat your mOnlel al~me, is excuaed? Why d"hf you come here to-night. Your wife said, 
it not? And- very often you ,go for the fellowship. And "Let'a go down to Jarvis Street to-ni'ght." You did not 
i·g it not a ha,ppy thing when you get home at night? intend to come to-night. During the singing of the 
You can hear 'fue stor~ whistling a!ho.ut the wind'ows, , hymns and throughout the service' thus far you have been 
and you sit down to the table with your family about you '. doing to-morrow's husines's. You are ,going to sen a 

, . 
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piece 'Of property'to-mQrrow, yQU are gQing tQ execute 
SQme plan; an!f' yQur mind has' been .. wandering even in 
the hQuse· 'Of ,God .. YQU have been thin'king 'Of these mat
ters, sQo that it seems impQssi'ble fQr' yQU tQ cQncentrate. 
u'PQn the 'One Ibi-g ibusiness 'Of yQur ·~uI's salvation. If I 
as'k yQU what you :have been thinking a,'bQu:t tQ-night -
a.JthQu'~h it is the 'Lord's day, and yQU a,re in the LQrd's 
hQllIs'e, yQU might as well .have Ibeen in yQur office-"I 
h'ave 'bQught a piece of ,ground,and I must needs g'O and 
see it: I pray tJhee have me excused. ~ow .do you expect 
me tQ Hsten to· a preacher when all my int-erelrts are in 
something el-se" . 

It may ,be' that your treasure is a mQral 'One. YQU dQ 
nQt need' the supper: yQU have enough 'Of yQur own. You 
do not need the .righteousness 'Of Chdst: you hav,e a 
righteousnes's 'Of yQur 'Own. YQU dQ not need such sup
plies a's Heaven can ·give tQ YQU, becau-se you say, "I am 

. suHicient u'nto myself. A man 'is ·f'8.lSter 'Of. hi~ 'Own fate. 
I bQught a piece 'Of lan:d, IJ 'Own a. fa·rm, mQrally; I. am 
able to :buHd up my own character; I can 'grQw .tJhat which 
will satisfy my SQul. I air. gQing Qut.nQw tQ lay my plans. 
It is all nQnsense tQ talk 'albout 'a supper. It i·s out-of
date anyway. W'hat is the use 'Of inviting. me?" Is that 
yQur ;positiQn?' . 

"I ·have.bQught a piece of grQund, and I must needs 
gQ an,if ~see it.': FQQlish .man! He ought tQ have seen it 
first - then, perhaps, he WQuid not have bQught it! 
ferhaps he would 'be greatly disa,pPQinted when he did 
see it. I ,remember ,s'Qme years a'gQ, during the war,' 
sitting at a.restaurant truble in LQndQn with SQme Cana
dian ,soldiers. T·hey were in unffQrm, with the maple 
leaf 'On' theircQats. At the sa,rne table was an English 
lady - it wa~a table large enough fur six 'Or eight. She 
turned to me and said, "Excuse me, sir, I presume you. 
are all 'Canadians?" "Yes," i replied, . "we are; these 
are my f.riends. I am not in uni'fQrm, but I am a .Cana
dian." "I -run very much interested in Canada," 'She said, 
'~I h:ave SQme investments there. Perhaps you can tell me 
atbout it." I said, "I dQ nQt knQw whether I can 'Or not, 
but if I can"l 'Blha'}.J !be glad. to give 'the infQrmatiQn y'OU 
desire." 

Thi,s' lady tQld: me about sQme enterprising real estate 
cQn'cern in England that had soId her SQme tQwn lQts in 
a pqtential ChicagO" sQmew1'!er~ 'Out Qn the western 
prairies. I was SQrry to' disapPQint her, ,but I happened 
to knQw 'Of the place; 'I knew that enough territory had 
been laid 'out for a city the 'size 'Of TQrQntQ, 1 shQuld say, 
adj-acent tQ.a little villa'ge where there was not the slight
es't prQSpect Q~ development. I dQ nQt kn'Ow whether I 
tQld her the stQry, Ibut I rat.her thi·n1k I did, 'Of a man 
whQ came into Winnipeg some 'years ago t'O make a real 
estate deal. . He went intQ a ·real estate 'Office and said, 

.. "Is-h'Quld.Ji'ke tQ exchange my farm for SQme tQwn lois." 
The agent ·tJhQug-bt he 'CQuld accQmmodate him and said, 
~'If yQU win get into my car I will drive yQU 'Out and shQW 
you what we have." When they had mQtored some time 
and had left lthe tQwn behind the real estate man said, 
"By the way, where is YQ~r farm 1" "Oh;" said the man, 
"it i-s several miles back. We passed it some time agQ"! 

It is a very fOQIis'h thing tQ buy a piece 'Of land first, 
and then gQ to see it afterward. YQU :may discover that 
yQU have paid YQu·r mQney for nothing. This man was 
evidently a very fQQlish man. to strike such Ii bargain. 

AnQther man :ha,d IbQught five YQke 'Of oxen, and he was 
gQi~·g tQ 'prQve them. He was gQing, 'Out tci u~e his 'Oxen 

tQ .plQugh the field; he was ·going to .see what he could 
get 'Out of'a piece of land sQmewhere; he_ was gQing tQ 
add to the wealth Qf"the 'land iby putting labQur intO' it. 
He said ·he WQuld ibe so b.usy with that undertaking that 
he CQuld not gQ tQ·the supper: 

'That man represented the cl-ass· 'Of people ·whQ c~nQt 
becQme IChri-sti-ans because 'Of a particular JQb. 'Some man 
.here .gays, "If I were tQ Ibecome a Christian IshQuld have 
to resign my positiQn." y.ou had ibetter resign it if that 

. 'be SQ. '~It 'would be folly for 'me," SQme man' says, "tQ 
turn my t..i.Qu'g,hts tQ religion :because I am SO' occupied 
with the daHy task that i: have nQ time "left for GQd." 
'The'religiQn 'Of Jesus IGlirist wHl nQt ro'blUS of any legiti
mate possessiQn. If the piece of land is ·really YQurs, it 
wiII keep untiLto~morrQw. If the 'Oxen a·re really yours, 
tJhey 'will stm the there to-rnorrow. If the job is' YQurs, 
given you by 'God, yQU carinot lQse it. If the ambition be
fore yQU is worthy, tbecQming a Christian will not prevent 
your reali~ing it. If yQU h'ave set ,YQur heart upon SQme 
grerut achievem~nt, if it be a legitimate underta'king, it 
wiH only help yQU to ·realize it if you come to Ohrist -,
indeed, if yQU come tQ the su.pper first yQU willibe 'better 
ruble tQ estima'te the value 'Of the J.and. If yQU 'get a gQQd 
supper, yQU wiU !be alble ·tor drive the 'Oxen better. The 
religion 'Of Jesus Christ will improve everyQne of .life's 
relatiQnships, and wui make' a 'oetter man 'Of you all 
a·rQund. There is nQ reaSQn willy these. ''things''shQul~ be . 
allQwed to' 'keep u·s tba,C'k from Christ. 

But the third man' had married' 'a wife, and therefQre 
he could nQt 'come. He wa·s prevented frQm cQming by 
his domestic relatiQnships. That i,s the ,biggest tragedy 
'Of alL It seems' as thQugh that &<>rt 'Of thing were multi
plied. I know very well that it is pretty difficult f(}r 
some me'n tQ live Ohristian lives. I knQw there is SQme
'One at hQme who makes it miglhty hard. Yet there are nQt. 
half .go many men who -have difficulty 'On th'at SCQre as 
WQmen. It is rather hard: fQr 'a WQman to 'be a ,Christian 
when her husband is nQt, especially when he -is ibitterly 
anta'gQniS'tic. It is very difficuU for the child·ren to walk 
with GQd when f.ather and mQther are in oppositiQn. It . 
is 'a terrible tragedy when a man's :d'Qmestic relations 

. ma'ke it difficult for him tQ serve 'GQd. A man may get 
away ·from his business QccasiQnally, .he .may get away 
from' 'Other difficulties; .but if he has a difficulty at hQme 
it is always with him, and 'he 'can never, divorce himself 

·f.rom it. . 

TherefQre, yQung people, yQU' Qu'ght tQ be mQre ca~eful 
in esta:blishing your ·home. Be careful where you ,centre 
yQur affectiQns, yQun~ man. If yQu are a Christian man; 
dO' nQt let yQur affections ·go out to'vVaro a WQman whO'. 
is not a :Christian. "If·a hou·se .. be divided against itsel'f, 
that hQuse cannot stand." Young wQman, if YQU desirp 
to' Hve as aChriostian. to serve GQd, the careful that you 
do nQt ally' your-self with a man .whQ is an- enemy 'Of 
·God. Let her first becQme a 'Christian; let him first 
becQme a Ch'ri'stian. It is a' terri,ble thing when a man 
has tQ say, "I have married a wife, 'therefore I cannQt 
~ome." • 

'I tell yQU frankly, I have known a great ma,ny ,people 
whQ are hindered in their Christian servi'Ce iby their 
dQmesti~ reia-tiQns~ I have 'knQwn many a man whO' de
'sired to' serve GQd, whQ WQuld 'have gQne all the way 
with Jesus Ohtist, if he li,Ii'd not ha.d "a selfish, self
iee'king, utte:r:iy inconsiderate, WQrn'an fQr a wife. Of 
CQurse, she disguised it! ·She was terri'bly' cQncerned 
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about him, and all that sort of thing! 'Gdd ·pity the man 
who i's in such a situation! On the other hand, there a.re 
women who live on a perpetual cros's, whose home life is' 
a continU'ou's crucifixion. God pity anY'body who finds 
herself in a situation like ·t1tat. "I have married a wife," . 
sai!i this man, "and tJherefore I cannot come." 

Yet, .zrly friends, if you examine all these excuses and 
analyze them, 'you will see the same principle ·running 
through aH three. E'ach one was so preoccupied with 
some other interest that he 60uld not give attention to 
the 'supper, 'and was not free to attend. I do ·not care 
what it is that ta·kes the place of Jesus Ghrist, it is not 
legitimate. ' . 

"The dearest idol I have known 
Whate'er :that idol ~be, 
Help me to tear it from·its throne 
And worship. only Thee. 

I say to you who are men, while ,giving all honour to 
you,r wife, 'do not be ifooHsh enoug:h to allow yOUl" wife 

· to keep you back from Christ. To you who are women: 
do not aHow your husband· to prevent you'r serVing the 
Lord, or your business interests, or any other thing. 
Aliter all, it is 'a mere excuse. I.t is not a ,reason at all. 
There is no 'good reason why any man should not come 
to Christ. These excus'es are designed merely to dis·guise 
the true cause of our declination. W:hy is it that men 
do not 'come to Christ?o lIt is because they have a natural 
distaste for the 'Supper, that is Why. "'Dhe na:tural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spi·rit of God: for they 
are foolishness unto him: neither can he 'know them, 
Ibecause they are .Sipir.itually discerned." I repeal, -if you 
are not a 'Chris'tian, it is your own fault and nobody 
elses. You have aU made excuses. The .truth is, our natura.'l 
minds ~ave a distaste f'Or the ·thinga of the 'Spiriit of ·God. 

"Look how we g.rovel here below, 
iFond o'f these' earthly toys; 

OUr souls ~ neither fly, nor 'go, 
To reach eternal joys." 

!Ill. 
!Here are things: of the ISpirit, and it is' for ever true 

that IT IS ONLY AS THE LORD GIVES US APJ;>ETITES FOR 
SPffilTUAL THINGS THAT WE CAN ENJOY THEM. If a man 
does' not want ~ :good dinner, it is because there is some-

· thing wrong. with hi,s physical con'dition. When people 
do not -go to the supper which He has provided it is 
because they need ,the Great Physician first, they need 
the .touch of God to change their affections, their desires, 
the whole "current of their lives. Tthen when ·the in-

,-vita,tion is giye~, "Come, for all ·thing!'! are now ready," 
we shall 'be glad to come to the supper. 

Another reason why people decline to come to the sup-
· ,per is that "they do not like the company. How many 

would be af~aid to be found in the presence of God 
to-ni'ght? Yet that is where you are. He is there. 'Y ou 
a·re invit'ed to the supper, you are invited' to sit with the 
King at the ta.ble. 

IMost of aU, 'perhaPs, it is 'because we are unwilling to 
humble our pride ·and ·receive salvation as a free gift. 
I'frankly confess that 'I do no't li'ke to be entertained at 

· dinner:. I like to pay my own way. Occasionally I have 
met with a miHionaire. I know one man who invites me 

· to dinner sometimes, and I. am ,always E,lmb'arrass!:"d be
cause we a,lways have a fi'ght as to who ·gets the bill. '[ 

· :know he can afford to pay Ibetter than I - and he ·knows . 

it too. He has So much money that if he .were to enter
tain me three times a day, every day in the year, it would 
make no difference to his bank account. It is rather 
humiliating to have someone else take you to dinner. 
Bu't it is a fine thing to ,ta.ke somebody else Ito dinner and 
say, "·Give me the bill." That i·s altogether different. It 
ma:k~s one feel li'ke a millionaire. . . 

I fear some of us are unwilling to humble ourselves 
suffidentIy to come as :beggars to the King's gate. We 
are like the prodi·gaol. He had" spent all, and "obegan 'to 
be in want". He came home with empty pockets and 
empty' h'ands, but he did not come home to 'beg, not at all. 
He acknowledged hjs sins, but he said, "Father, I have 
not got ·past doing an honeSt day's' wo~k; I can still earn 
my lliving. Make me as' one of thy'hired servants." But 
he was not accepted' on those terms. 'l'he father said, 
"Bring forth the best robe and put it 'on him. This is 
not a res'taurant: it is the father's house. We d1) not 
'seU' mews here: we entel'ltain the child'ren. Come in, my 
son." That is 'the way to accept salvation. 

·.shall we. sing -

"Pve wand'ered far tllWay If·rom Gold': 
Now I'm coming home; 

The paths olf sIn too 'lon!g I've trod: 
Lord, I'm com'inlg home. 

"I've wasted many precious years: 
Now I'm com1nlg home; 

I now repenit dh bitter teaJrs: 
Lom, I'm com[ng home. 

"11m tired of sin amistl"aying, Lord: 
, Now I'm coming home; 
I'H trust Thy ~oVe, be'lliEive Thy word: 

. Lord, I'.m coming home." . 

COMING TO CHRIST AS A SINNER 
A certain king was accustomed on set occasions t1) 

erttertain all the obegga,rs of the city. Around him sat his 
courtiers, aU cloth eo in rich apparel; the beggars sat at 
the same ta.ble in their ra·g~ of 'poverty. Now, it came to' 
pass that on a certain day one of the' courtiers had 
spoiled his silken ·a.pparel, ·so. tJhat he dare not put it on, 
and he feLt, "i cannot 'go to the king's feaflt to-day, for 
my ,robe is foul." He sat ·weeping· till the thought struck 
him, "To-morrow, when the ki'ng holds his feast some 
will come as courtiers, ha.ppily decked in their he~utiful 
array; but others will come and 'be :made quite as welcome 
who wiU be dressed in rags. Well, well," says he, "so 
long as I may see t'he 'king's face, 'and sit at. the 'king's 
table, I will enter among the beggars." 'So. without mourn
ing '!bec,ause he had Joost Ms silken habit, he put on the 
rags of a !beggar, and. 'he saw the king's fa'ce as weUas 
if he had worn his scarlet and 'fine linen. My soul has 
done this full many a time, and I bid' you d'O the same' 
if you cannot come as a 'Saint, come as·~ sinner, onl; 
do 'come, and you s'hall receive joy and peace'. . 

----JC. 'H. SPURGEON 

SUNDAY IN JARVIS srI'REET 
The pa'stor, Dr. Slade, preached at both services on t.he 

past Lord's Day. In the morning he spoke on "The 
Prodigal". In 'bhe evening his ,subject was, "The Finished 
Work of Christ". During ~he day: six persons publicly 
responded to the invi'tation. 
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A· PLEA FOR. BALANCE 
'-

A Full-orbed Missi·onary Po·licy. 

ONE of the common arguments used in the support of 
foreign missionary' work is that this continent is 

flooded with the gospe'!. It is 8u'ggested that it is not 
ri'ght' for some men to hea.r the ·gospel continually while 
others never hear it once. Hence. we are told that it is 
our duty to send missionaries to the ends of the earth 
with the·'good news of redeeming ·IQve. No Ohristi-an wi'll 
deny that we should be 'concerned abou1t the 'peoples of 
remote pla.ces and that we shoul:d a'ssist in the further
ance of the gospel in stich outposts. The argument cited, 
however, is a :f)alse one for it i's not true tha't this con
tinent has had too much of the gospel. rSinc'e we cannot 
spea'k in detail about thE' whole of North America we 

. shall, confine our remar'ks to Canada and the ·situation 
here. -

In no sense -is i't true that Canada is saturated'with the 
gospel and hence has no need of. further extension of 
gospel ·churches. That there a.re many instiit'utions which 
style themselves as "churches" is .certainly true and 
that there are a number of seminaries 'and Bible Schools 
cannot 'be denied. These facts are no ind.ication, !however, 
that there is a great surplus of 'true 'Christi'an churches 
which are loyal to ·tl1.e Lord· and His Word. On the con
trary, there is a great spiritual de'arth·in our fair domin- . 
ion so thp,t it presents one of the challenging missionary 
fields in the world. 

.s.everal obvious f'acts force us to this conc~usion. 'If 
those who read this will honestly 'survey the field they 
will 'be forced -to concur with our judogment and to refute 
any notion that we are to be concerned solely with far
away places. On the other hand, let 'no one construe this 
as 'a be'Iittling of foreign missions for it is simply a plea 
for candid.observation and baJ.anced thought. 

Rome in Canada 

A.bout forty per cent 'of our population is Roman Catho
lic. Is it true that these people have had too much of 
the gospel? A~e we 'no't under ·a solemn obligation to 
reach these benighted souls with the news of salvation? 
Yet we know of no field that 'is so much neglected ,by 

\ evangelicals. A'true mis'sibnary program must take this 
chaHenging situation into considera'tion. 

The F.rench-s'peaking province of Quebec alone presents 
a case in ·point. A tabla of figures was recently pubHshed 
by Dr. Hill of the Brethren Assem!bly in Sherhrooke, Que
bec. As you read this ta'ble of figures, ask yourself -
"Does it seem as thoug.h there is a large 'surplus of gospel 
work and' gospel workers in that partof.Canada 1" HHe 
is the list. showing the ·number of ,gospel workers of all 
des'criptions per 100,000 people. Note that Rhodesias, 

.Oongo. Angc;>la and IChina (,before war) all have more 
w~rkeis than the Canadian province of Quebec! 

Rhodesias-20. 
Cong0-6. 
Angola-4.5. . 
China (before war) 1.5. 
Quebec-1.2 (!!). 

_ . What of the Cults? 
What shaM we say 'of the cults thait are having a regula.r 

field day in Canad'a? T.he "Jeh9v:ah Witnesses", the Mor
mons, the Seventh Day Adventists and other perverted 
religions are all enjoying some progress. Here in Toronto 
the Russellites ("Jehovah Witnesses") are erecting a 
hU'ge headquarters Ibui1ding on' one of tl1.e main 'arteries 
leadoing into the city. As long as these groups are gain
ing converts, we cannot say that Canada has too many 
gospel testimonies. 

The Spectre of Modernism 

ILet us SUVPo'se that fifty per cent of our popuIation 
belongs to the major Protestant denominations. Even 
if ,these were aU -Christians,' we would:be under obliga
tjon to the remaining fifty 'per cent of our fellows. They 
alone would .be living ·contradIction to the notion that this 
land has too much gospe'!! . 

A survey of ,the major Protestant chu·rches 'soon reveals, 
however, that the gospel is n'ot preached' in the v:ast -ma
jority of them. Men and. w~men are !being given stones 
in the place of the Bread of Life and children are denied 
the priceles'S hlessing of the Word of God. Entertain
ment, socia.l me,asures and "cultural activities" are 'con
sidered to be the task of tl1.e churches while the 'gospel 
is neglected and positively despised. 

Anyone who has sought to vi'sit d'oor-to-d.oor in the 
older parts of our -cities or in the new suburbs or in the 
rur·a!l areas ·is kE'enly aware of the fact that ,there may 
be many chu1'ch buildings but there is little or no ·gospel. 

. Mos,t of those visited are in as' much da·rkness as the 
savage' in darkest Africa. Perverted Ohristianity canas 
readily send a soul to' ·helt as can the crudest form of 
religion 'for perverted ,ChriSlti'anity,)n its· modernist mani
festation, is utterly devoid of power. J.t not only ro'bs 
men of their souls but it confirms them in their 'sins. 
Do not let us 'hear some zealot declare that we are under 
no ob'Hgiltion to reach the captives of -modernism with 
the gospel. We regard' this work as of equal importance 
with any missionary work for there is no higher esti
mate placed upon a soul in one part of the world than. 
in another. . 

This business of categorizing missionary work as 
"home" and "foreign"· is rea,Ily not accurate except for 
purposes of description and· ea'sy reference. AlI mis
sionary -work is one and is part and parcel of the work of 
New 'Testament churches. Our ·commission 'is a :broad 
one but its breadth does not eI'iminate ,the need for ful
fi'lling it 'in its totality 'by reaching those about U'S who 
are without Christ. . 

Indeed this misrta·ken zea'I for foreign missionary work 
exclusit1ely can lel;ld toa positive ill. If we neglect the 
home base, we weaken our work of extension. No army. 
would think of allowing su-ch a thing to happen. Nor can 
we if we would 'be true to the trust wh-ich has been 
placed in our hands. 'Those who shirk theii' responsi
bilities in assisting in the work of the 'gospel right around 
them are guilty before God no matter how much they' may 
have sent by proxy to others far away. 
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Is Soviet': C.hurchman. __ Nikola-i ~a:' Supporter 
.. of . the." Red State? 

T~E leading :chu·rchman of. Russia, Metropolitan Nikolai 
'of' Krutitzy ·and Kolomna has -been- invi·teo· to this 

.country by the United Church of Canada. When we first 
learned of the invitation. we could not ·help .!but feel that 
the Russian 'Clergyman. must be a supporter of the 'present 
regime in his own land for there is no evidElnce t.hat di{ 
ferences of opinion are tolerated Ibe:hind the 'Iron Curtain. 
In THE. GOSPEL WITNESS' of. NovEml'ber 10, 1955,. we sug
ge&ted that Nikolai was the "pawn of the Soviet ,govern
ment". ·Sinceadvancing t.1.is suggestion we have had no 
occasion to revise our estimate; Indeed several consid~ra
tions prompt ·us to the conclusion that,:Q.o one could :be the 
head of the RU&sian Orthodox 'Church jof he were any
thing else ibut a servant of the s,tate. • 

D'espite recent propaganda from Russia, the communist 
state is of ne':!eSlSi,ty opposed to th~ propagation of religion 
and especially Christianity. SOme evangelicaiJ.s have vis
ited. Rus!'lia and have come hack with giowing reports but 
it is our conviction that history wiH reveal that they' 
have been misled. . Why do we s'ay this in the face of 
fi1'st-hand reports? Simply ,because the communist 
philosl>phy which is not changing;'i's unalterably oppose'd 

~. to the .spread of reli'gion. That this attitude is not one 
of disinterested neutrality· is evidenced: 'by a quotation 
from Lenin whiCh was incorporated in'to an e,ditoriaa in . 
Pmvda on July 24, 1954. T'h~s st'atement is a~ follows: 

"T·he (Communist) Party as a union of consciously pro
gressive fighters could not and should not take an irrele
vant attitude toward unconsciousness, darkness .and ob
scurantism in t.he form of religious creeds." 

That is an abiding p1'inc~ple of ;Communi'sm. Any seem
ing concessions whioh the Red government ma'kes are in 
the'nature or-exPedient 'measures . which' .are not incor-

. porated into law. 
Since the state' is nof neutral in the matter of religion 

but is actively'hostile to a1'1 forms of religion, can' it be 
imagined that the government would al'lowany opponent 
to ·be the head of the garges't church in the land?' No! 
rr'he :heads of the churCh must be the 'servants of the 
state.' During the past war the 'Metropolitan Sergii 
haIled Soviet dictator· Stalin as "a divinely anointed, 
Jeade-r". (New York Tim'es, November 10, 194?): 

Is t'he pl:esent Metropolitan who win ,visit Canada an 
exception to this rule? Since 'rull ex'ceptions to the rule 
have ,been sent to Silberia -01' deposed we cannot believe 
th~it the present incumbent is any exception. The Bu. I 
{I(/,Tian CIiU1'ch P1·e8.~ carries an interesting item which 
wiII ver~fy ou~ conclusion. It reads as- follows: . 

"On the occasion thlit Metropolitan Nickolai of Krutitzy 
I~nd Kolomna, for his patriotic activity of many years and 
his active participation in the fight for peace, received the 
distinction of the Red Flag Order. of Work from thr. 
Supreme .Council of' the Soviet Union, Bishop Albert 
Bereczky, D.D., in t'he name of the Hungarian Reformed 
Church, sent a letter to the Metropolitan. . In reply the 
Metropolitan sent the follQwing letter to Bishop Alhpd 
Bereczky:.· . . . . . 

"My Dear-'and Fervently Beloved Brother in the Lord, .-
"I warmly thank. you fo'r your go!)d wishes sent to me-

011 the occasion of the distjnction h'8ving been conferred 
lIp~n me by the government. 

''I,am greatly gratified by the echo' which this event in 
~y life has called forth from you. It strengthens me in 
the, recognition that the efforts and conceptions' of our' 
Churches in the defence of peace, are identical. 

"My efforts are feeble and. my modest contribution is 
insi&,nificant, yet the sublime purpose of our ·common work 
and the great .sjgnific8ll1ce of our united endeavours fill 
me with the firm hope that -:we may see the fruit of our 
work. . 

"I pray for t'he blessiip.gs of the Lord, upon you, my 
f'erventIy beloved 'Brot,her as I also wish blessed sucCess to 

. the Hungarian Reformed Church." 

- For what work did}he Soviet Metropolitan recei~e this 
award 'of his 'government? For s'piritual ,labours.? For 
~vangeHstic zeal?, No! For service rendered. In short 
'h.e iden,tifie:d himself and his office with the Red "peace" 
propaganda campaign. With his Red, partner in Hungary 
he sees the task of the' Ohu,rch as a Red-style peRCe 
nlOvement. - , . 

'The 'fads indicale "that the Russian visitor is. either 
the pawn of the state or a woeful9y weak man. 

P1'e88 Time 'Note-Several new developments have' taken 
'place with regard to this ·planned :visit of the RUS'S'ian cleri~s 

. to ph.Js continent. The government of the UnIted S'ta'tes 
has made it .known th'at the Metropolitan Nikola,i and his 

I party are unrwe1'oome and hence will not be a:dmitted to that 
coun'try. Further it has been announced lhat the Metropol'i
tan himself wiII not vislt Canada. 'but wili" be represented by 
another. Orthodox clergyman. 

MRS. P. W. PHILPOTT CALLED HOME 
. On 'Tuesday, November 15th, the Lord cal'led' to Himself

Jessie :Stuart Menzies Philpott, ,the beloved. wife of His 
honoured servant; Dr:' Peter ,W .. Philpott,. who was.a 
life-'long friend of our late Past~r, Dr., T, T.Shields. 

Like her husband, Mrs. Philpott was in ,t'he earlier years 
an officer of the Sa,lvation Army. This training s'tood 
her in good stead as she minis,tered aecepitalbly with her 
liusiband, especially in the women's or:ganizations, in con- , 
nection with h1s importa'nt charges at PhHpott 'Taber
nade~ Hamilton, Moody Memorial Ohurch: in Chica'go 'and' 
Church of the Open' Door in LOs' Angeles. Being wise, 
kindly;and possessing rare ,s·piritua.J discel'nment, through
out 'the. years s1).El served ,pUblicly and privately as a true 
mother in Israel to countless mu,ltitud'es. For example, 
for many ye'ars -'slhe conducted the mid-week service of 
prayer and testimony. in the Hamilton Philpott Ta:ber
'nade, a service of inspir.ation and blessing, the memories 
of Which linger in ,jJhe hearts of many.· He:!;' direct, force
ful manner in speaking, coupled with a Ikeen sense of 

. humou,r, caused h'er testimony to ,be widely appreciated. 
She was ever the friend of the poor, the unwant.ed and .. 
the af~Hcted; many rise up and cal:l iher ;blessed. 

'THE GOSPEL WITNESS extends deepest sympathy to 
Dr. Philpott and to the fine famHy 0.£ 'twelve sons and 
daugih'ters, who mourn the los's of faithful ,and. loving 
wife and mother. ":She hath done what she could." 

--'O.L.'C .. 

( 
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By Dr. C. D. Cole 
N ovemlber 17th, 1955 

THE LIFE OF FAITH 
IN ITS MORAL AND SOCIAL AS'PECTS 

Hebrews 1'3:1-8 

apostle has been ,giving usa grand t.reatise on the ~u'bject 
of Chri'stiani,ty dealing especially with the doctrmes of 
faith And now he turns to moral and social·matters. 
In the Whole of the epistle until now there 'h~s 'been no . 
word of command or exhortation touching 'the second 
table of the law. IEverything has Ibeen concerning oul' 

'duty to God and to His ,'Christ. But ,IChristianity has its 
man ward' dbHgations and these are no_w to be enjoined 
upon us; ,Chri'stians have '~ocial relations down here on 

· earth. We have a 'salvation to wofk out in daily living. 
We 'have a spiritual life to' live' in :human 'relations. And 
we have a God ... given fai·th to' 'demonstrate !before the 
world under. the eyes of God and· !by the he1p of God. 

· The believer is a citizen of heaven sojOUrning on earth 
with moral 'and social obHgations. Ohristianity is some
thing for the heart, the !hands and, the feet as weB as for 
the head'. The Ufe of faith consists of secret communion 
with God' and ou'twa-rd manifestation :before men. So in 
this Ias-t chapter -the apostle exhorts' us to sundry moral 
and social 'duties. 

1. 
Brotherly Love· (1-3) 

The fi,rst exhortation is to 'brotherly love in ·its main
tenance and manifestation. "Let brotherly love COD

tinue." Now there is a change in top.e ·of. the epi'stle but 
there is no break in the connection with what has. gone 
before. As this epistle came f.rom the mind and! the heart 
of the great apostle Paul there were no cilapter 'brea'ks 
in it. ".Dhere was no 'break ~between 'the statement, "Fo,r 
our God is a consuming fire," and the one we have before 
us, "Let brotherly love continue." And'I thin~ at times 
we ought to 'push thi-s thirteenth chapter up closer to 'the 
end of,the -twelfth chapter, "For our God is a consum'ing 
fire. Let :brotherly love continue." This is not the advice 
of ·an over i'ndulgent father 'but the command' of a ·holy 
God whose holines's is a consuming fire. And so this 
exhortation 'should' ibe seriously considered' ~n the light of 
the preceding context, Then there -is a connection !between 
what we read :in the closing part of the twelfth chapter 
8Jbout the things :that were sha'ken and' removed so .that 
the things that could not Ibe ·shaken -might ,remain. "Let. 
,brotherly love continue.'.' Let that which is' of God abide, 
Some think that there' is a -dou'ble a·pplication of thia 
exhortation and that the first. a,pplication is to 'show love 
to their un'believin1g Jewish 'breth·ren who were unkind 
and< bitter a,M' provdking towards them. WeH' now the 
Chri'stian should emulate his Lor-d, "Who, whep 'he was 
reviled, ,reviled' not a·gain; when ·he s~ffered, he threat
ened not; -but committed himself to him that jud'geth 
ri·ghteousJy." (,1 Peter 2: 213). "Let brotherly love con
tinue." But the primary reference and hi'gher application 
is to that spiritual affection that exists in the hearts of' 
:Christ.ians towar4s one another. F·rom the preceding 
statements in this epistle we lea·rn that these Hebrews 
had formerly been eminent 'for this virtue. They had "
exempl'ified !brotherly love in 'showing 'sympathy andex
tending hel'p :to suffering and nee'dy :brethren. But the 
exhortation implies that this love was being imperilled. 
"Let !brotherly love continue" .. You have manifested it 
in times past. You have it now. But see that It continues. 
Allow nothing .to 'affect or destroy Ibrothedy ~ov-e. 
Brotherly love is a tropical· plant and -it cannot 
stand the cold winters of human selfishness and 
pride. John Owen writing more than two hundred 

THE 'life of faith is possi1ble only to those who have 
experienced the new :birth. The life of faith is a 

supernatural life' and we a,re told that all men do. not 
have faith. 'First John five one, "Whosoever believeth 
tlhat JesU's is the Christ is born of God." First John 
five four, "For whatsoever is !born of God< overcometh the 
world: and this is the viCitory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith." The life o'f ,faith is not lived Iby the 
natural man to whom the :things of the Spirit of God are 
fooIislhne·ss. Faith is not one of the things that comes 
out of the human heart as described iby our Lord in 
Matthew fifteen nineteen. Faith is not one of. the works 
of the 'flesh as described in 'Galatians five nineteen to 
twentY-'one. In the 'ga~'axy of graces as found in Galatians 
five twenty-two and twenty-three faith is mentionerl 
along with lo;ve, joy, peace, longsufferi-ng, 'gentleness, 
goodness, meekness, and temperance: against which 
there is no law. These virtue~ may be practiced by men 
without any abjection from God. But there is a law 
against the works of ' the fles·h. The first man Adam and 
the re<P,resentative of all men' in the very dawn of human 
history transfer,red his fa-ith and allegiance 'from the true 
God ,to Satan the. usu·r.per and in the first man the :human . 
family became estranged from God and without 'faith. To 
those of us· who may !be lopsided on the doctrines of 
election and, preservation of the saints; the study of 
Hebrews may not give much delight. But the study will 
help us to.hOld the :balance of'truth by showing us that 
persevering attachment to Jesus Christ is the grand 
mark of election and' the new hirth. To those of us who 
love to luxuriate In the 'green pastures of sovereign 'grace, 
Hebrews will reveal to tis the other side of the Christian 
life a'nd show us that· faH'h is manifested in serving and 
suffering. 'T,here is nothing in Hebrews to contradIct the 
glorious' doctrines of 'sovereign and saving and keeping 

,grace. But it shows' us that "there are 'shadows in the 
valley where our tired feet must go". This epistle reminds 
us that we have no heaven here on earth except what 
heaVen we may carry 'a,round with us as we rejoice in 
'hope of the ·glory of ·God.·· [n Hebrews t:he believer will 
di'scover that this world is a dry and thirsty land where 
no water i's.· Hebrews keeps the eyes of our faith glued 
to the. skies for' we hav~ no continuing city here but we 
seek one' to come.' There is an obviou's 'change in tone, and 
theme' here at the beg~nni'ng of the last chapter. The 

· and fifty years a·go complained that 'brotherly love 
. in i,ts qustre an:ci 'sp'leiid'Our h'ad retired to' heaven, 

/ 
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abiding in its 'power and gracious influence only 
in some comers of the earth. Love like faith is evidence 
of the 'new 'birth. First John fO,ur seven, "Beloved, let us 
love one another: for love is of God; and everyone that 
loveth is born of God, and knoweth God." All love that 
does not come from God 'is'in reality self love. 'There is 

, nothing divine 'about love for members of the same house
hold or 'for the 'saome party o,r for the same social set or 
for one's country. But brotherly love is of God. Consider 
fi,rst John three fourteen, "We 'know that we,have passed 
from death unto life, because we love the olbrethren. He 
that loveth not his ,brother albide'th in death." And again, 
'firs't John four twenty~one, "And this commandment have 
we from him, That he who loveth IGod -love his, brother 
also." Love is the cement of the congregation. And 'there 
is not anything else that will hold the church together. 
Wherever love i's maintained it will also 'be manifested. 
There is no such tlj:ing as secret love. Love will manifest 
itself. Our love for ,God can be measured by our obedience 
to His comman'ds. "If ye .-love me, kelW my command
ments." "If a",man love me, he wiII keep my words." 
Therefore we read, '~Be not forgetful to entertain 
strangers: for thereby' some have entertained angels 
unawares." Here is one specific form that' brotherly love 
wiII assume especialIy under such conditions as main
tained when thi'~ letter was written. Those were days 
when lines were sharply drawn 'between Christians and 
the wo»ld. Those were day's when Christians did not 
ex'pect the world to love them. Tlhose 'were days when 
eyen a Christian 'business man away from home where 
there were no inns or hoteJos to provide lodging for ,him 
had to depend upon the hospitality of his brethren. Those 
~ere d:ays ':I'hen itinerant preachers, When travelling mis-
3IOn~rle,s, going out taking nothing'of the Gentiles, would 
have t? depend u'pon their brethren in the various parts 
to WhICh they travelled 01' through which they passed. 

. John the apostle wrote a letter to Gaiu'S commending him 
for receiving the missionaries he ,had certified a·nd in the 
same letter heround>1y condemned Diotrephes who refused 
to receive them and who opposed those who did receive 
th~m. And in ~at epistle John says that to show ;hospi
talIty and to gIve su'pport to these missionaries is to 
become fellow ,helpers to the tr:uth; I believe it was Dr. 
J. R. 'Graves, a 'great preacher of the' South who while 
on a journey was fatally stricken at a railway station ill . 
a strange city and as the Doctor collapsed and feB to the 
platform of the station, his dying words were "Are there 
any -Baptists here ?," He wanted to fall into'~ tile hands of 
his !brethren for he believe'd they would care for him. 
At the day of judgment Jesu!! Ch.riSit,"is ,going to say 
to somebody; "I wa's a stranger, and ye took me in." Paul 
enforces his exhortation iby saying that some' had enter
tai·ned angeJ.s unawares. This alIusion mu~t be t.o Abra
ham and Lot who were accustom,ed to entertaining strang
ers an~ on at least one occasion they entertained angels 
SU'PPOSIng them to be men. Many of u:) have been ble~sed 
by opening our homes to men of 'God. 'Should a stranger 
be a man of God whose mind is filled with treasures of 
spiritual truth his visit will eventuatei:v blessing to the 
household. That is an interesting story a'bout Samuel 
Rutherford whooq.e Saturday nig:ht received a wayfaring 
man into his pleasant manse at Anworth and 'at the 
family catechizing the stranger was 'a's'ked how many com
ma,ndments there are. He replied, "There are eleven." 
and qnoted John thirteen thirty-four, "A new commanr!
ment I ·give unto you, Tha't ye love one another; as I have 

lqved yo~, that ye also love one another.". And to Ruther
ford's 'surprise the visitor turned out to be Archbishop 
Usher. Bl'otherly love will also m-'lnifest itself in sym
pathy and succour for suffering saints. "Remember them 
that are in ibonds, as bound with them; and 'them which 
suffer adversity, as Ibeing : yourselves 'also in :the body." 
Jail experiences were common for the early saints. They 
were often "in 'Prison and sometimes lost their lives be
cause of their faithfulness to the Lord Jesus Christ. But 
the 'gracious bond of brotherly--love that knit them to
gether would ,bring their brethren to their aid in times. 
of adversity: And -the unbelieving· world in ,those days 
was wont to excla"im, "B~hold, how the Christians love 
one a'nother;" "Let Ibrotherly love continue." In the story 
of the martyrdom of Perpetua of Carlthage the' church 
sent deacons to visit her in the prison and to give what 
relief' they .coul'd. "Let hrotherly love continue." The 
'Lord Jesus IChrist will say to somebody at the judgment, 
"I was in prison, and. ye 'came unto me." 'Tihis exhorta
tion is enfo-rced by the reminder that we ourselves are in 
the hody and might need sympathy and help. And that 
a·ppears to put -the exhortation on a selfish basis. Calvin 
thinks the Ibody here is 'His body, which is the church. 
And if he is correct that reveals that the church of 
Jesus Christ is a congregation in every instance so that 
when one member suffers all members will suffer with 
him. That could not be true of a universal church for a 
member in America mi'ght suffer and a member .in 
Europe might not know anything a:bout it. 'But in the 
congregation which is the body of Christ when one 
member suffers all the members suffer with .him. Would 
it not be wonderful if all the people of 'God loved one 
another as they ought? 

n. ' 
. Marriage (4) 

'The next exhortation is a warning against impurity . 
"Marriage is honourahle in al1." 'There are no orders 
'of men to which marria'ge is prohibited. Forced celibacy 
is dangerous to priest or :preacher. Marrill'ge is a safe
guard against vice and unchastity. In First Corinthians 
seven t.wo we are told that as a safeguard against 'un
chasti,ty, "Let every man have his own·wife. and let every 
woman ,have her own husband." Paul m.agnifies family 
life. The Christian religion is the 'only thing that 'can 
save the home and invest it with a halo of loveliness. A 
happy Christian home is the very gateway to heaven. 
A happy home is the Eden of bliss, the 'garden of sweet 
memories, and a -shelter from the world's cruel scorn. 
Home is the .place where we get the best treatmen.t and 
do the most grumbling. T·here are no pleasures quite as 
sweet as home pleasures. The sweetest heritage any c'hild 
'can have is to have memories of a >Christian home. Give 
me a home that has a fa~i1y alta~, an\} a family table, 
and a family ~ew and II wiII show you a happy home, how
ever poor and obscure the family may he. The family 
that worshi'ps together, stays together, and works to
gether for a happy home. If you want to find a happy 
home, find, one where 'Paul's admonition is heed'ed, where 
the husband loves tQ.e wife as he loves his own body, and 
where the wife reverences her husband and where the 

. children are bl'oug,ht up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. If you want to find an unha.ppy home, find 
one where the husband is a ,tyrant on the one hand and 
hen-'pecke'd on the other. After 'hearing her father in a 
tirade of abuse,. throwing a fit, slamming the door as he 
left for the office, the lit,t1e daughter s'aid to the mother, 

.' 
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"Mother, we made an awful mistake when we married 
daddy, didn't we?" On the other hand, of all the men 

· to be pitied it i's the man who takes his wife's name. 
I ·knew a man 'once who was never spoken of except as 
the hus1band 'of Mrs. ,Blank who was ,prominent in churcq 

, and in society .. 'Ma,r,ria:ge is an honouraJble estate. How~· 
ever, in the providence of God some men and some women 
remain single becau'se there has -been no opportunity to 
marry in the Lord. And m"y advice to young people both 
'boys and girls, eschew such a thing as marrying without 

- marrying in tlhe Lord. There is nothing that has !brought 
more sorrow and ,g·rlef to our ·homes than' mixed mar
riages where ·b.elievers are yoked together with un
believers .. Others like Paul have remained single for the
gospel's sake. Paul was in jail too much to undertake the 
responsibilities of a home life. Violation of the marriage' 
vow may not 'be frowned upon by men but God will jud:ge. 
Human 'soeiety may receive violators of the law of mar
riage into their social arms but God will pour out .His 
wrath upon it. Free love and, companionate ma.rriage is 
an abomination. in the eyes of 'God and He will jud'ge all 
such. 

HI. 
Covetousness (5, 6) . 

The neXt ex·hortation is a'gainst covetousnes's or avarice. 
"'Let your conversation ibe' without covetousness; and be 
content with su·ch things as ye have: for he 'hath said, 
I will never' leave thee, nor forsa'ke thee."· 'Covetousness 
is inordinate q.esire for riches. The world has nothing 
else to live for but money and the lustful pleasures money 
will 'purchase; 'The love of money is the root of all kinds 
of evil. . The property test was ·the first test that God 
gave to man. In the ·garden of Eden God abund'antly 

. provided for the happiness of our' parents hut they wer,e 
not willing for Him to have the one tree that He reserved 
for' Himself. Money and possessions are the acid test of 
character. ·God ·gave the property test to 'Israel when 
He .instituted the land sablbath and the result was dismal 
and shameful failu·re -for they ignored .the law and God 
sent them' into captivity seventy years while He collected. 
And He ·command~d the same people to honour Him with 
tithes and offerings with the same sad result of failure 

· so that the' QI:d Testament closes with :God caHing the 
whole nation r()lbbers. How few people are ever convicted 
of covetousness. I have heard various s·pecific -sins· ad. 
mitted and confessed but never in my Hfe, puhlicly or 
privately, 'have I known of anybody adlmitting that he 
was covetous. When did you hear anYlbody confess to 
the sin of covetousness? nr. Talma:ge gives us the origin 

· of the 'word sand.wich as it ·pertains to food. John Mon
tague, fourth Earl of Sandwich, was such a notorious 
gambler that he couldn't leave the dice taJble long enough 
to go to the dining taJble for his meals. And 'so he had 
his food sent to him between ·two slices of bread so 
that he wouldn't have to stop the 'game whi~e he ate ·his 
meal: And this 'preparation of 'food was called a sand
wich after Lord ISandwich. Love of money has wrought 
terrible ·havoc in hu'man lives. Material wealth will satiate 
but it will never 'satisfy. In Ecclesiastes 'five ten we read, 
"He that loveth silver shaU not Ibe satisfied with silver; 
nor he that loveth abundance with increase." Greed for 
gain 'sent Samuel Insull 'a fugitive to Greece from Am
erican justice. 'Greed for ·gain 'caused Jvan Krugel! the 
match king to 'blow his :brains' out. Greed for gain cause2' 
stock gamibling, 'stock craSlhes, brings on world depres
sions; love of money has Ibeen the cause of l!!ost wars. 

Lov.e . of money led, John Gil:bert 'Graham of Dell\~er to 
sabotage an airplane last week muroering his own mother 
and forty-three others in the hope of collecting insurance 
in the amount of $37,500. What a contrast'between broth
erly love and love of money. Brotherly love wiH cause a 
man to part with his money for the 'sake of others who 
are in need while love of money will lead to murder. The 
love of money is the root of an kinds of evil.' I heard 
just a while back of one of our ,good ·churches in the 
Sou.th rent ;by factions ,because of competition -between 
two Ibusiness men in the membershi,p. I read -this story 
somewhere not long a-go. 'There was a hard wOr'king 
miner who was getting up in yea·rs. And the su·perin
tendent of the mine came ,to him one· day and said, "I . 
have secured 'a ;better jO'b for' you where there will be 
hardly any wor'k to do arid ·an increase in wages. You'll 
ta:ke it, won't' you 1" And- the man, with choking voice 
and in deep appreciation, said. to his superintendent, 
"There's ;brother so-and-so, an'd he's sickly and his job 
is d·ifficult Ifor him. I'm a:ble to work a few more years. , 
I wish you'd let him have that joib." 'That's brotherly 
love. 

, -IV. 

Deceased Pastors (7, 8) 

Verse seven is a ca:ll to remember their deceased pas
tors. "Remember them which have the rule over you, 
.who have s·poken unto you the word of God: whose faith 
follow, considering the end of their conversation." This 
·reference must 'be to their former pastors who had tau·gM 
them the word of God and' who had gone on to be with 
the Lord. They are called, ruiers and thi's implies ·pastoral 
authority. The pastor rules the ibody of .christ. He. rules 
with a big Book and not with a ;bigstkk. He rules as 
a leader and not as a lord. And he is warned against lord
ing it over 'God's heritage. The pastor rules as a nurse 
rules her patient sol'icitous for his physical well being. 
The pastor rules as a shepherd ·rules hi,s flock. 'The pas
tor goes before his people and says, "Follow me as 'l also 
follow Christ." The 'pastor is to exlhort and rebuke with 
a!l longsuffering and teaching.' 'To resist teaching that 
is scriptural is to resist God. The Hebrews ha'd Ibeen 
blessed with noble pastors yvho had taught them the word 
. of God the very ·things that these Hebrews are now 
threatening to turn ·away from and' go hack to Judaism. 
Und'er my own observation many a church had -been 
blessed with a man whose Hps spoke the truth and, then 
when he was gone followed 'another man who shunned 
to declare the whole 'Counsel of God. 'The church is not 
through with a faithful pastor when he dies. Those 
primitive pastors ha'd been 'sorely tried but they had not 
swerved from their faithfulness and loyalty to Jesus 
Christ and· His truth. Like the ·heroes of old they had 
lived .by faith and died in the faith.-Why then should 
these He'brews who !had been taught 'by them wish to 
turn away from Ghrist and ·go 'back to Judaism? Why 
apostatize from the faith which had :been so dear to their 
former teachers? Here is a mighty argument for faith
fulness and stedfastness. Remember the truth you were 
taught. and hold on to it. Buy the truth and sell it not 
'Many a faifhful pastor has been forgotten. One of th~ 
happy things to me since coming into your mid'st, in the 
passing of our dear pastor, has been the way you have 
remembered his faithful ministry arid how you are now 
seeing ito extend it and perpetuate it. "Remember -them 
which !have' the rule over you, who have spoken unto you 
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Brave Home! Away From 
. \ . , 
the word of 'God: whose faith follow, considering the end 
of their conversation." In Eccles-iastes nine fourteen and 
fifteen we have the story of,a little c.ity that had only' a 
few men in it and it was about to he besieged by a great pERIOD-WALLY we hear protests from some modern-

. and mi-ghty :king .. "Now there was 'found in it a poor i-sts to the effect that evangelicals are'no't "gracious" 
. wise man, and he by his wisdom del'ivered the city; yet no . in theol-ogical ·conflicts. We are accused of engaging. in 

. "personaHty" and in "bitternes's". Of course these gentle-
man ,temembered that same poor man." men picture' themselves 'as 'galllant knights in shiniJlg. 

N ow verse eight -gi-ves blessed encouragement to remai.n armour who would never condescend ·to such low tactics. 
in the faith .. "J~sus ·Christ the same yesterd'ay, and The facts soon show that those who protest the loudest 
today, and forever." The under shepheJ;'ds are ta:ken· away, are .often themselves guHty, of that very thing of which, 
but the Chief Shepherd remains. I 'quite a:gree with they accus'e other.s. 
~alvi~. that t~is does not se.t forth t'lie Lord Jesus Ch.rist The Baptist Record of Miss-issippi in the issue of Thurs
m ~IS eter.mty and .essentIal natu~e ll:ltho~gh th~t IS, a,_ day, OctOiber 27, 1955,' carries an article in which the 
glOrIOUS truth. B~-t It represep.:ns HIm In. HIS medIatOrIal Dean of McMaster University of ~HamiIto~, OJ).'tario,. 
cparacter and offIce. As MedIator ~e I'S the: same res- I-aunched a vicious attack on -the la.te Editor of this paper. 
terday, a.nd. t?'Ciay, and for ever. He IS the only :Savlour The Dean, ·Dr. N. H. Parker. has the dubious distinction 
and MedIator the world has ever had or' eve!-" WIll have. of :being the head of a theologkal faculty that is Baptist 
Hebrews treats of t~e ma,ny. ch~II'ges !!lade when Judaism only in name. . 
was supersed~d by OhristIamty. There was a / great I 'd" • tIL. . t ". '." 'f S th B . -h k' d" . '. f th -t h' h t' I th tn, ISCUS'smg ue recen . mvaS'lOn 0 ·,ou. ern ap-
s 'a: mg. an r(!m~vmg 0 . a. w IC wa~ ypIC~., . a tists into Canada he says in part _ 
whIch was decaymg and waxmg old, ready to vamsh ' 
away. The temple is destroyed, the Levitical priesthood "Canadian Baptists of the 'three -strong, hj"toric, and 

'. is 'gone forever and' the ceremonial law has 'been done away progressive conventions th:at compose the Baptist Federa-
'with, Ibut Jesus Christ 'is the same yesterday, and today, " tio"R of Canada and represent Canada in the Baptist World 
and for ever. Jesus -Ghrist 'is the only obJ'ect .of saving Alliance feel that Southern Baptists have grossly· sinned 

against the cancms and .spirit of the Alliance Covenant by 
faith, for God made to meet on Him the iniquity of us coming into Canada to affiliate certain churches which 
aU: There wiH !be no sinner in glory 'from ,Abel to the " have fought us tooth: and naii 'for thirty years,counting 
last of the redeemed who will not be there through the that day lost when they did ~othin·g to injure oui' name 
blood o· f Jesus Christ. He was the obJ'ect of faith· for and retard our influence .. It was the late Dr. T. T. Shields 

who launched those churches on their career of dis-
Abraham, and' 'Isaac and Jacob. There is not any other cord ..•. " , 
dbjec~, there never has he en any other object, there never 
will be any other Object for !\aving faith :but the Lord 
Jesus ,Christ who is the same. yesterday, and today, and 
for ever. . 

BOOK REVIEW 
WHITHER lSRAEIL? By Cecil J. Lowry. The Taber

nacle Book Room, 42'5 Tenth IStreet,- ~Oa:kland, 'Cal. 
6-9 pa'~es. 50 cents. 

This bQoklet of five·' ch8lptel's is devoted to an exam
ination of Mosaic Restorationism. The author deals with 
vital and interest~consuming questions concerning the 
return of the Jews to Palestine and the restoration .of 
the Mosai'c economy. ' Reargues with telling effect that 
the things under the old covenant were of a typical nature 
and found their fulfilment' and· end in Chri~t and' Chris
tianity .. ' He shbws the hand of T·almudism in IChristian 
theology: He ,quotes at :length !from the Post-Nicene 
Father!! in 'proof ·of fr.uitless, if not tra:gic, efforts in the 
past to restore Julia'i'sm wi-th its earthly temple, tri:bal 
priesthood, kingly nation, and carnal ordinaJlces. He raises 
such questions ·as: "Whd a're the 'chosen pe'ople of God?; 
Is the Church the true Israel?;. Does the para'ble of the 
leafi~g of the fig tree 'teach a national I"estoration of 
Israel?" . 

The 'contents of this !booklet should have be~n more 
carefully edited and printed. '- 'Tlhere 'are' minor typo
gra'phicill and ·grammatical errors ·and at least one in
accuracy. On page 68, near the bottom, 'the au-thor makes 
the Jew Bar ICosbba (135 A. D.) a contempora,ry of the· 
Rom~n E,mperorJulian (361 A. D.). In any second edi
tion, which this reviewer would urge, these errors should 
be corrected Jmd the booklet ~nlarged. 

-c. D, COLE 

I 

We refrain from making ·some· O'bv·ious comments upon 
Dean' Parker's desc·ription of the B.aptist Federation mem
bers as "the three strong, historic and progressive. con
ventions." It is' -true that there are three of them buta-s 
to the truthfulness of the other adjectives, "strong, his
toric and- progressive" we w-iIH 'be silent. 

We cannot admir.e the Dean's 'bravery 'lor he Chose to', 
write away to Missis-sippi.-to.attack the late Dr. 'Shields. 
In the face of the facts which are availa1ble to everyone 
he lays the 'blame for {he 'Bapti'8't disruption at t'he door 
,of the man Who raised his voi-ce 'against the betrayal of 
trust. 1.et us .hear I)ean Pa'rk-er make such a statement 
on home ground or in The Canadian Baptist. Evangelical-s. 
here then would see .that the moderni·st plea for "charity" 
is in reality a plea for believers to be sileh't whille their 
foes are to ·be free to launch al"l sor-ts of attacks. Shame! 

A SUGGESTiON , 
Each of ou·r readers can heip to gain new suhscrilbers 

to 'THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS. You 'know many people .that we 
can never meet unless you introduce the ,p~l>er to them. 

Recently we received a letter from a friend in the 
Mari times. He' felt .led to do something 'concrete for THE 
GOSPEL WITNESS and so made a proposal. We shall Ibe 
happy to send you sample copIes if you promise- to 
distribute them. 

"A short time ago I asked a commercial traveller who was. 
distributing samples of yeast cakes, how. many customers he 
was likely to get in proportion to the number of samples h:e . 
was giving away. "Oh," he replied, ~'if we get. one customer 
for every ten samples given away, we consider it good busi
ness," So I thought I would try and see if I could do equally 

. as well in getting a subscriber or two for "The Gospel Wit
ntlss". I am, therefore, enclosing post office order for $1.50 
and would be glad if you would mail me fifteen copies of 
"The Gospel Witness" dated November.10th, 1955." 
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'Neglecting the Gospel 
By T. S. B. Reade 

.' THIS declaration of the a'pos'tle, "How sh'a!H we es-cape, Oh! how strait the' gate and nar·row is the way, that 
. if we neglect so great salvation?" is· 'both asole~n lead.eth unto Hfe ·and few there ibe that find it. 

question, and ·an awful eonclusiot:J.. Those wh~ hold u~- May I never forget tPis unchangeable truth; :that Jesus 
fidel principles, who live' in·a tota:l disrega:rd. of .religious i·s the only way of eS'cape from neB - and the only way of 
ordinances, and who· .persecute the f~llowers of Jesus, a-ccess' to heaven ... Lord let Thy good Spirit guide me 
despise ·the salvation of God. into this consecrated .way. Hold thou Il).e up and I shall 

'But tnere are other marks equaBy.,legi,ble to 'the dis- be saf.e. . 
It is truly awakening to reflect how. far a person may. 

cerning eye, thou·gh often' unseen ~by the persons who 'b~ar go in. :tlhe circumstantia1s of .religion and yet ;be entirely 
them on account of' the blinding nature of sin, wllucl} destitute of the Hfe of God in the soul." . . 
point' out the neglecters of salvatioI:1.· ''Dhe holy Scriptures abound with. declaration to this 
. The ·th·ree following should- e;Kcite' ala:rmand call forth eff.ect, whiClh prove the deceitfu'hH)s's of the 'human heal"t 
the importa:iJ.texercise of s·trict sclf-e~mination. and the 'danger of resting in mere outward forms and 

1. If we are living' 'in the allowed indu,lgence of one ol"thodox opinions: Thus, JOb describes the ch'aracter of 
known 'sin, whether that sin be intern~'l or external, the hypoc.ri.te; "what is the hope oftihe hypocrite, though 

.' wb:ethel" it be ·cherished in the secret reces~es of the he ,harth gained, wh·en God ta!keth away h·is 'soul? Wi,]Q ~e 
heart; or whether it .ripen into overt acts, w.e are neglect-· delight hi'mself in the Almi'ghty? will he alu;ays call upon 
ing"tJhe salvation of the 'Gospel. We ma:y have knowledge God 7" evid'ently implying, that not having the root 'of 
and zeal 'and ,gifts' of various kinds; we may· do much in the matter in hi·in though ihe ,gained the applau'se of men 
active exertion to promote the general cause of re}jlgion; for his seeming piety, ;he would-soon .grow weary of the 
we 'may as'Sociate- with pious chara'cters' and 'be ourselves service of God. , 
esteemed pious; we may !be regul'ar at church; maintain David a'lso sihows, in awfui( 'Golours, the wickedness of 
'famiily worship; and Hke Herod, :do "many thIngs" yet if false Ij;ea~hers:' "Unto ihe wicked·, GOod. saith, what hast 
after 'al'l, we are Iving in the aUowed indul,gence of one thou to do to :d"eclare mys·tatu'tes, or that thou shouldest 
known sin, we are neglecting this 'great salvation and ta'ke my covenant in t!hy mouth; s·eei~g thou hates!; in
dying in this state must inevitably peri-Slh. 'Should we Irtruction and casteth my words behind' thee?" 
knock and say, "Lord open unto· us", Jesu's would pro- i'DhUS, wioked men may en'ter the' priestly office, preach 
fess unto us, "I never knew you, depart from me, ye the 'Gospel 'and tal'k a!bout th'a"t coven'ant, iIi the ,blessings 
wor'kers Oof iniquity." How awful is this consideration l>f whi'ch ,they !have no pers.onal ,interest whatever. 
.:md yet how just! 'We may destroy all the .refuse of tJhe 'the prOophet lsaia:h, by the :Spirit ·of ·God, 'sets forth the 
Amlllle'idtes'; yet, if we .'preserve A·g.ag and the rest of extreme hypocrisy of the Jews: "lOry aloud, spa're not, lift 
the :BOock alive; if 'we re'tainsome beloved lust in the up itJhy voice Hoke a trumpe't and shew .my people their 
heart, we manife~t a spirit in d1irect opposition to the tran&gression,and! the house of Jac()lb their sins. Isaiah 
win and-'Command· of God. . / 58 :'1. . . . 
. 2. 'If we are "Ibuilding upOn any o·ther foundation, in Yet they··seek ~e daily and de1i'ght to 'know my ways 
whole o~ part, than JesU's Christ and Him crucified, we as a nation ·that did; righteousnesB and. forSOO'k not the 
are neglecting His ·g.reatsalvation.' 'To !be saved from ordinance's' of thei.r :God; they as'k of me 'the ordinances 

. the dreadful conseqpences of 'S'in, we must 'buHd simply of justice;' ·th·ey take deHght in' approaching to God." 
and entirely on that foundation which God- ha·1Jh. laid. in Isaiah 58 :2. . 
Zion wit'h'out 'daring to Ibrin'g any; -of the materials of . 'Dhu~, 'their conduct was' a strange ~ixture of" apparent 
corrupt nature to mix with it.' On· . this foudation we devotion and' positive rebellion. ' . 
'must pray for grace to Ibuild gold, s·nver, and precious The prOphet Ezekiel was' sho·wn the true ~chara-cter of 
stones. 'This must be done 'by adding to faith virtue; and those who waited upon !h'im. "They come unto thee a's 
to virtue knowledg·e; and to knowledge temperance'; and to t'he 'people cometh, and .they sit before thee as my people, 
temperance pa1tience; and to patience godHness; ·and to and they hear 1ihy woros, but· tJhey wi'll not do them: for 
godlines's brotherly 'kindness; an:d' to brotherly kind-nes's_ with thei,r mouth they; show muclt love, Ibut their heart 
charity. 2 Peter 1 :5-7. goeth after .thei·r covetousness." Ezekiel 33 ::31. 

3. If we are prefer-ring an earthly db'ject, of whatever OU'r .divine Redeemer has painted tJPe hyopcrite in his 
. kind, to Jesus IChrist, if our affections are p"l'aced on any true colours : "Woe unto you, scribes and Plharisees, hypo

ather being in opposition to Him;. or if we are seeking ctite's! for ye make clean the outside of the CUP and 'of 
our delight 'in any created, 'thing alS distinct frOom H~m the platter; but within ~hey ·are fu}'l of eXitor-tion and 
and independent of Him, we are neglecting. His ·great . exce'SIS. 
salvation; yea, s'etting up idols in our hearts. We must Woe unto you, scribes and Pha,risees, hypocrites, for 
love the .adoralble Saviour with ,supreme affection and ye are li'ke unto whited sepuichers, which indeed' appear 

"must love oIiher objects only; for his sake. beautiful outward, but are within fun of dead men's 
·iQur temporal blessings mug!; be enjoyed a'S flowing 'bones, and of aU uncleanness. 

from Him; ou·r friends and dome'stic comforts niU&t be' 'Ye serpents, ye 'generation of vi;pers, how can ye escape 
received a's' gifts coming _ to us througth His redeeming the damnation· 'of he'll?" Ma..tthew 23 :25,27, 33. 
grace. All we possess must Ibe held at His disposal and Wlhen we -consider -that.these m'en were held in the . 
with a view to that a-ccount which we must one day ·give. highest esteem. and veneration amoRgst the Jews for their. -

Thus Christ must be Ithe Alpha and Omega, the obegin- - outward sanctity and devotion, we see how fa·r persol'.l·s 
ning and end-ing of an our desires and affections. may go in 'the externals of religi.on and yet ,be in the very 
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gall of bitternes's and in the Ibond of iniquity. lIt was on 
this acount th3it the 'apostle Pauq so constan,tly warned "the 
Ohurches to whom he wrote against false profession and 
receiving tJhe 'grace of God in vain. He speaks to those 
who hold the truth, 'but who hold it inimri-gMeousnes's. 
The E,pistles of 1St. Peter, 'St. John and 1St. Jude are fuH 
of warnings against false teachers, anti-chris'ts and ,de
ceivers. The 'charges to "the ,Seven OhurcheS in '1Jhe lbook 
of Revelation, m~sif; awfully S'how the danger of declen~ion, 
of leaviIl!g our first ,love, of becoming lukewarm and' conse
quently, loathesome to an infinitely !holy God. 

Many, it is to Ibe feared, 'have the rePutation of !being 
spiritually alive, whose s01;11s, in th'e si,ght of God, are 
dead to all the vital 'influences of th,e HO'ly Spirit. Oh, 
my soul, ,let not these solemn portions- of 'God's sacred 
word he lost u'pon thee. P,ray without ceasiIl!g for that 
grace which 'Can alone pre'serve thee from fding and 
through ,the merilts of Jesus, present tliee faultless before 
tlle presence 'of His -glory with exce'eciing joy. 

Almighty ISaviour! awaken my drowsy senses and ma!ke . 
me aHve to my real condition. Suffer me not 01'0 neglect 
Tlhy blessed gospel; but draw me to Thyself continuaUy, 
for Thy 'grace is sufficient for me. Wash me in the 
cleansing fountain of Thy blood·. -'Place me upon that 
foundation which can never .be moved. Arm me for the 
spiritual combat and at 'last make m~ more than con
queror, through 'the power of Thy mi'glht and the ,riches. 

, of T!hy grace. 
Why should I linger here ibelow, 
Wlhen Jesus caUs my heart above? 

Why, Oh, my ·soul ,the bliss forego, 

PR:EPARE TO DIE 
. ' "Set thine house -in order: for thou shait die." 

-Isaiah 38: 1. 
Have regard to >t'he sugges'tion of the ten, Ibecause your 

life may unexpectedly terminate. Weare trading on a ' 
'borrowed c3ipital of years that may in a moment 'be 
caHed in. There is' no map of the 'great future into 
which we are travelling. No eXplorer has ,been a;head, 
and coin'e ,back to tell how it is. Eacl1 one feeI:s his way 
alQng the path, not knowing what ·moment a devouring 
lion may come from the jungle;. 'There are so many ways 
of ·getting ou-t of life; by fa'll, !by slip, /by assassination, 
malaria, Iby over-exer,tion, by insidious d,isea~e, .by mis
"placed railroad switch, by rotten hridge, Iby fractious 
horse, by f3ill'ing warl. No.man goes. when he expecteq, 
nor as he expected. Suddenly the pulses stop drumming 
the life-march. Suddenly tJh'e curtain faYs and ¢he li-ghts 
are 'put out. We change world'S quicker than 'I can drop 
this handkerchief from one hand into the other. At one 
tiek of the watC'h we are in time; the' next we are in 
eternity.' What if we die ,before we 8l'e rea.dY! Wh'at if, 
with all'our sins unforgiven, we rusih into the presence of 
the omnipotent God, 'before whom sin is utterly, 'Ioathe
some! Can you im'agine the chin of that moment, or .the 
horror of that undoing? What! twenty, thirty, forty 
years to .repent in, and yet not have attended.to it. Be
yond 'the dead-Hne there is no rectification of hlunders. 
In the grave tihere is no place ,to pray. Those who founder 

The joy of evel'llasting love? 

. I feel the weight of nature's guut, 

here founder forever. I do not want you to ft'.ar death. 
I want you :to ,be ,'Prepare!! for it. The r1der on the pale 
home 'spurs on his 'steed, and in a moment he may be 
pounding at 'the gate fO.r admittance. Whaot thy haJ)d 

~. findeth to do, do it with alI thy might.' Do it now . 

. Beneat'h its pon'rous: load' I groan; 
Ob'I may the blood on Oalvary spl'it 
For all my crimson sins atone! 

Blest J esll's! speak the pardoniIl!g word; 
Salvation to my spirit briIl!g! 
Then will Thy 'grace those joys aff'Ord, . 

, Whicll from Thy cros's to sinners spring. 

Redeem'd from ,guilt 'and s'laviS'h fear, 
, My soul sihall wing its way to Thee! 
While faitih behold'S her title clear 
To blissfU'1 immor.t~lit7. 

---Reprinted from 'book, "Ohristlan Retirement", 
published over,lOO years ago. 

THE PAPACY 
• In 

The Light ~f Scripture ' 
By D~. T. T. SRD!ILDS 

A dear d:iacuuion of the Papaq, with qUotadoDa 
from Roman Catholic authorlds. Should be 
read by ~ Protestant! 

56 PAGES •. , 25 Ceo .. 
. Ortler frora ' 

TBB GOSPBL W'TNBSS 
UJO Gerrard Street Eaat. TOI'OIlID I. Cwo.,. 

"Hasten sinner to Ibe blessed 
,stay not for t'he morrow's 'sun; 
Lest perdition thee al'rest, 
Ere ~he morrow is begun." . 

.. Fo; Younger Readers 

-'TALMAGE 

HE KEEPS US FROM, FALLING 

'Presbyterian Lite -teUs the following incidenif. to em
phasize the fact that it is' God who can keep us from 
falling. Early one spring, a ·party of tou·rists visited 
t'he GraJ)d >Canyon of Arizona. 'They'spent several min:. 
utes on an observation platform, then ventured to an 
unprotected spot on the edge ·of· !the wbys·s. One of the 
women noticed a strange plant growing twe~ty feet below. 
Her collector"s urge wa,s a.roused, and she felt that she 
had to have it: Her husband ,protested, but sihe brushed 
his objections aside and heckoned a neMby youngster . 

Hanging 3ibout in :hopes of earning a tip, Sam came 
,eagerly. His eyes Ibulged as the woman waved a five
doHar 'bil'l. , "Here, 'boy," she' 'Offered. "I'll ,give you tibis 
to get me that :f.lower: 'growing on the ledge. We'll- ;tie 
a .rope under YGur arm'S and. let you down. It won't take 
long." , , 

'Eyeing first the money and then the gorge, the young
ster swallowed h'ard and shook !his head. "But I must 
have that specimen ,for my coUection," 'she insisted. "Get 
it for me, and I'll give you ten donars." IStm he ·refuse" . 

She stamped impa-tiently. "Tlhen how milch wouild you 
charge to 'go after it?" "Not tha;t much, lady," ISam 'ex
pl:ained. '~I'1I go for fifty cents--'if you'll get my Dad to 
hold the rope." . 

I 
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In spite of 'the' trQuble civilization i's facing, 'tJher.e is a 
Heavenly Fa-ther who is ilrolding the .rope for -the world. 
More loving than any hutp.an fathel', he has a firmgr'ip 
and never wHllet go. . 

-The Evangelical Christian . 

' . 
• APPROVED EVANGELICAL INTER.NATIONAL 

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON TOPICS FOR 1956 . 
(Copyrighted' by ilie American Council dr Ohristian Ohurclhes 

'and' used with tiheir pemlission'.-O.·L.C.) , 

FirSt Quarter 
1. January 1 '-

The Preaching of ;John 1:Ihe B'aptist ('Luke 3:1-18) 
G.T. Luke 3:4 

2. January 8 
The TemptaJbion of Jesus (,Luke' 4:1-13) 

G.T. 1 Jollm 2:16 
3. January 15 . 

J'esUlSRejooted fn ,the NaZ'aretih lS'ymJigogue (Luke 4:16-30)' 
G.T. Luke 4:24 . 

4. January 22 
TheeaH of Peter, J.ames and John (Luke 5:1-11) 

G.T, Luke 5:5 . 
5. January 29 

Je'sus Faces Apostate Re1,i'gious 'Leaders (Luke 6:1-11) 
G.T. Luke 6:5 . 

6. February 5 
. Jesus Teaclles ~he Meanin!g of'Faitih (,Luke 7:1-17) 

G.T. H~rews 1'1:6 . 
7. February 12' 

The ParaJble of 1:Ihe Sower ('Luke 8:4-15) 
G.T. Luke 8:15 

8. February 19 
'l'he iSelf-Reve~ation oIf Jesus (Luke 9:28-(2) 

G.T. Luke 9:35 
9. February 2~ 

JeS'Us Teaches Ithe Resources for ServilCe 
.('Luke 10:38-11:13) . 

- G.T. Luke 11:9 
10. March 4 

Jesus Wlarns cif Earthly Anxiety (Luke 12:16~32) 
G.T. Luke 12:31 . 

11. March 11 
- Jesus Teacltes :Guests and Hosts ('Luke 14:7-24) 

G.TI Luke 14:11 
12. March: 18 

ThEl Pamlble of the P,MiiLga:l Son ,(Luke 15:11-32) 
9.T. Luke 15:18 

13. March 25 . 
The TriumPhail Enltry (Luke 19:29-(0) 

. G.T. Luke 19:34 

1. April 1 
Second Qtiarter 

The Resurrection of Jesus '(lMatt. 28:1-10) 
. G.T. Mattihelw 28:6 . 

2. April 8, . -
Jesus TeaJcihes ,of Li!fe After De~ (Luke 16:19-31) 

G.T. Luke 16:31 
3. April 15 

Jesus Teaclles the Value of ObedienlCe ('wke 17:5-19) 
G.T. Luke 17:10 

4. April 22 
Jesus TeaChes on Prayer (!Luke 18:1-14) 
. G.T. Luke 18:1. 

- 5. April 29 . 
Jesus Heals -the 'BlindlMM atJerieh~ (Luke 18:31-(3) 

G.T. Joh!l'l 9:25 
6. May 6 '. 

The Parable of ilie Pounds ('Luke 19:11-27) 
. ,G.T. 'Luke 19:26 

7. May 13 
AlpoS'tate R~igious Leaders Ohall['eJIIge Jesus 

. ('Luke 20:9-26) 
G.T. Luke 20:2-5 

",8. May 20 
The Lord's .supper 'Instituted ('Luke 22:7-23) 

G.T. 1 Coriin1lhians 11:26 

9. May 27 
Jesus ,Betrayed .in Getihs~ane ('Luke 22 :39-53) 

G.T. Hebrews' 5:7 
10. JU/Ile 3 . 

Jesus Tor.ied ,by the Apostate Re1<i'gious Council . 
(Luke 22:63-71) 

G.T. Luke 22:69 
11. June 10 

Jesus Trie'dby ~e Godless GentHe Rulers (Luke 23:1-12) 
G.T.1 Timothy 6:13 

12. June 17 
J esus 'Crucif~ed (!Luke 23 :3'3-(9) 

G.T. JOhnl 19:30 . 
13. June 24 

'l'he Risen OhJ.'list on Ithe Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35) 
G.T. Luke 24:26 

Third Quarter 
1. July 1 . 

The Apostasy of ·the Natiolll (Isa. 1:1-4, 10-24) 
G.T. Isaiah 1:18 

2. July 8 
The SO'llIg of ilie Vineyard ('I'Sa. 5:1-12, 18-23) 

. G.T. Isaialh 5:7 
3. July 15 . 

The Ca:l'l of IIsaiah tIsa. 6:1-13) 
G.T. I&ai'a.'h. 6:8 . 

4. July 22 ' 
The Rod from Jesse ([sa. 11:1-1'6) 

. G.T. ISaiah 11:4 
5. July 29 

Zion's Glorious Future (Isa. 35:1-10) 
G.T. ISlalia.'h 35:8 

6. August 5 
. Messia/h's iM~nljs~ (!la. 42:1-17) 

G.T. Isai,aJh 42:1 . 
7. August 12 

The PredJiction IConcern:illlg Oy;rUIS (Isa. 44:24-45:13) 
G.T. Is'aiah 45:13' . , 

8. August 19 
. MessiaJh's,Sufferings (Isa. 52:13-'53:12) 

G.T.: IlS'aialh 53:4 
9. August 26 

The .Offer O!f lMercy Ito All ([sa. 55:1-13) 
G.T. Isaialh 55:6 

10. September 2 
'l'he CaIlI.of Jeremialh {Jer. 1:1-19) 

G.T. Jeremiah 1:9 
11. September 9' 

. The Potter and the Olay (Jer.18:1-17) 
G.T. J-eremialh 18:6 

12. September 16 
'l'he Babyl'onian CaptivIty Predicted.' (Jer. 25:1-14>' 

G.T. Jeremia'h 25:14 
13. September 23 

.A.n, Apo'State AJbtempt·to Destroy God's Word 
(Jer. 36:1-4,20-26) 

G.T. 1 Peter 1 :25 
14. September 30 

The BaJbyllonian Captivity 01 J.udlah (Jer. 52:1-16) 
G.T. 11Peter 4:18 . , 

Fourth Quarter 
1. October 7 

The Cal'! of Eze~i!l'l (EzeIk.,2:1-3:3) 
G.T. Ezekiel 2:7 

2. October 14 
The Extent of Jud'ah's Apostasy (Ezek. 8:1-18) 

G.T. James 4:17 _ 
3. October 21 . 

The P,amaJble oIf ibhe Eagles and 'a Vine ('Ezek. 17:1-10) 
G.T. 1 SaJrnuel15:22 

4. October 28 
The Silgn of ilhe 'Death of EzeIciel's Wife (Ezek. 24:15-27) 

G.T. Romans 11 :11 ' 
5. November" 

I'srael's'Torue IShepherd 'Es'taJb:liShed (Ezek. 34:20-31) 
G.T. Romans 11:26 

6. November 11 
The·VaU.ey of Dry IBones (Ezek. 37:1~14) 

G.T. Romans U:15 

'l 
.' 
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7. November 18 
. The 'Sepamte4 Lives a.f Daniel and His Compa.niolls 

(Dan. 1:8-2.0) 
G.T. 1 Samueil 2:801b 

8. November 25 
NebuChadn'ez7Iar's MetiaJlIi'C Image (Dan. 2:8'1-45) 

. . G.T. -Luke. 21:24 - -
9. December 2 I 

.Tlhe Fiery .Furnace (Dan. 3:13-30) 
. ,G.T. Roma.ns 12:1 

10. December 9 
The Handwri.ting on the Wa:l~ (Dan. 5:5-9,tl7-30) 

G.T. Ga'latians 6:7. 
11. December 16 . 

Dandel ~n the Lion's Den (nan. 6:4~9, 16-27) 
G. T. Revelation 3 :10 

12. December 23 - . , 
'Dhe Vil"ginIBil"tJh.Predi~ ('lea. 7:10-16; 9:1-7) 

- G.T.1\fatthew 1:23 
13~ December 30. . : • , 

The PrOlp'hecy af the,Sevenlty Weeks (Dan. 9:1-3, 20-27) 
G.T. Romans 4:21 . . 

(Note: In the above the letters G.T. indicate 'the golden 
text for the day) 

Bible School LessoB Outline 
'. 

Y~l. 19 Fourth Quarter Lesson 10 Decemb~r 4, 1955 

OLIVE L. CLARK, 'Ph.D. (Tor.) 

THE BELIEVER'S PEACE 
. Lesson Text: PhiUppia~ 4:4-19. '. 
· Golden Text: ",Be careful for ndthinJg; ,but in everythii1l!g by 

prayer and SUipp'i:iC'astion wIth 1ili.illJlbgiJring ~et your requests 
Ibe m~e khOlWIl! I\lIlto God."....:jPlhiliippians 4:6. - . 

I. Peace through Christ.: vemes 4-9. . . 
The exlhortations of this ChIILpber are baSed Uipon Ithe founda

tion 'truth WIL'th Wlhieh the previous dhapter closed - the 
U1lliimate :redemption (j:f tJhe ibod~ ·('Phi~. 3:19; 4:1). In view oIf 
the glorious future await1nlg us, we can afford to be stead:
fast, "anld 'We have every Il'eason to rejoice, even aIIIlidlst the 
most advetlSe cil'Cnmstances (Rom. 8:28-39; Pihit 3:1). There 
is never a time wlhen we may not rejoice in 'the Lord, in !Hds 
unlfaitl,j,IIIg ·faithfulness a.nId undyi:Illg'love. llIe ·wlho 'WiHI finai11y 
deNver us from the, very presen!Ce off lSin will ·give us victory 
from dia.y to day_ over a)l~ oIbsltaJoles. He is nea.r WI ,to- bear 
every ~'Oad. The joy af the Lol'd d'S not SUiperfic'iail. !haippiness, 
but it is a deep, triump'hant upl~ oIf spirit, 'Wihieh is not in
oompaJtible wi·th sorrow, sufferi1l!g or ~fiictioili (Acts 13:52; 
1 'Dhess. 1:6). " 

· 'We should be of genltleand fOl'bearinlg spirit, exIhJi.'biting 
. s:weet ,reasoiliableness, especiaUy in view of tlhe Lol'd"s return. 

We 'can paliiently ·endure. reproach when we rememIbeT ifihat 
our Saviour at His comi1l!g willa vindicate His saints (Rom. 
12:19; 1 Pet '4:16-19). '..' 

The Apostile warns against amcious car.ping care, which is 
the foe to trust mid fuitiih (U\latt. 6:25-34). He ,would' have 

· us rest in tlhe IgOodn'eSS and ·wisdom of God, never complain
ing or lmurmuriIllg againSt 'His prov,identia:l dea'lings witlh us. 
We Shailil be able to bless' tlhe Ihand that 'guided 8Illd othe heart 
that planned, when we are salfe in Im'lllMlUel.'s ltand '(1:- Oor. 
13:9-12). . 

'Rest of mind and 'heart 'WdU be dbtadned as we quie1fty wait 
on tJhe Lord, pouring oull; our hearts before Him, ro'llmg upon 
Him tlhe burden' wfhiich would' cruSh. us (Psa. 27:"14; 37:34; 
55:22;'1 'Pet. 5:06,7). Nothmg is outsw'etJhe ;rea'lm af prayer, 
exeept tlhllJt w'hieh ·is outside the win o!f God. Note the four 
aspects of pl"ayer suggested' in veme 6: prta.yer arising from 
a sense of need (MIIIbt. 8:25); ;prayer as suppldcalllion-humble, 
earnellt, 'cOilitinual, beseeclring '('Luke 18:1-1'4); prayer 
as thanksgi'V'inlg (Coil. 4:·2; 1 Tim. 2:1); pl'ayer as making 
l'~ue&t from tlhe o.ne able Ito pertfol'lm 1I.IiI!1 things (Mett. 7:7; 
E .3:20). 

1lhese condiition'S a.re obeyed, God' win ,give' His oovn peace 
- to 'garrison the 'minds a.nrl hearts of beilievers, slhutting them 
in safely 'WIitlh 1lIim8e1!f (oNeIh. 8:10; Isa. 30:1:5). 'Dhe ~eace of 
God may !be coJlSlideredl as' the pe'aJce which God ~, aIIId s'in~e 

we ~now God only ,througih Christ, it d's ltJhe peac:e whi~ 
Ohrist ipO'SSeB'Sed! (Joihn 14:27). ·The peace o!f ahnst 'gave 
Him illlWard ,pdlse in spite of al~ oppOsition, ,the rest af spirit 
which BC'Comipa.Illies the ':assurance of doing God's win (John 
8:29), ·tJhe quietude'lWhiCh eooMed Him tobea.r misunder
standiIllg, reproach and hatred from the' world (JoIhn 16:33) .. 
The p'e'aee of God lInay ,be cons'idereld, 8ilso, lUI the peace whi'C'h . 
comes frOim Gold 'through tlhe Lord- Jesus Christ (John, 14:1; . 
Rom. 1'5:1; Col. 3:15). . 

;How may sudh p'elllCe be fostel'ed1 in 'a negative way, we
slhQu~d refuse to a'liJ:ow TebeHdous doubts to sever our fe'l.low
ship with the ,Lord, •• In a positive way, -:we may pvercome 
evi!l with 'good (Room. 12:21). It[ we concenltrate oux: a.ttention . 
wpon thmgs tJhat are true, tJhere win !be no TOOIJll for erro,r; 
i.f Uipon things ihonest, nO'room for dlisihonest;y; i!f upon th!i~ 
just, pure, ,lovel~ and ·of good' report, oIIIO room fur tlhat wl}uc'h 
is unrighteous, uniholy, unlove'l.y and of ed report. In·a word, 
let the PihiIdppi'ans fonow tlhe teaclling of the' Gospe1, as 
preached and practised! by Itlhe u\,pos'tle Paul (1 'Cor..4:16; 11:1; 
Phlol. 3:17). In t'baJt da!3e otlhey would experience 1lh'e 'presentee 
a.f the God af peace ('&om.1'5:33; 16:20; Heib. 1'3:~0)~ 

II. Power through Christ: verses 10-19. 
As 1Jhe Aip08'ille (PaUl rejoiceid' dn the' Lol'd, he' ga"l[e thanks 

.for the lilberality 'fif :tlhe believe1"s at Plhirilppi (2 ICor. 11:9 ) .. 
They h8.d iong desired Ito send s'ome materiail. comifOTts to 
assist him, dn the iIlime af [mprisonment, but had untiI then 
lacked tJhe oppor-tWllity o()If eXipressliIIIg otheir love (Plhiof. 2 :30) , 
as tJhey 'had.on previous OCIcasi'Ons (vel'lSl!IS 14-18). . . 

In tihooking ,the -Christians for their tokeili of fellowship, 
the Apostle 'PaUll malde .it clear that he was not complainin'g 
a:bout his -lot. He had learned by ~perienlCe 'tlha,t no matter 
what ibis ou'tlW'ar'd circumstanc"e.jl· JIrlght be, his 'hearot could 
be at rest in the 'Lord' (1 Tim.. 6:6). In 1ili.e time of distress 
he would nolt despa:ior ('2 Cor. 4:8-10)., and in the time of 
prosperity he wou1d ·remain humble (Deut. 8:11-18; 1 Cor. 
4:7); . The ,wont '~therewilj;h" (verse 1'1) is in d-t8ilics, indicat
ing that it is .nJot in the origli1l!il!l 'Greek: "1 Ihave le~ed, i'o' 
whatsoever sWe I am, to !be conten·t." 'Dbe're ~s a dti!f.ference 
bebween content with 'Our cirou:ms'~oo'S, and !beiIl'g 'COiliterut in 

. 'our circumstances. The forimer might amlply a fataftis'tic atti
tude, wlitJholllt a.m'bition, but the letter impllies a trus-tfud sub
mi'Slsion to Ithe F1atJher's' wioli, en;albtinlg one to wailt patiently 
tiN the Lord opens 1fue door (Psa. 31:8; He'b. 1'3:5, 6). 

'Dhe ApoSlllle Paul could do all itJhings - quie~y rest in the . 
Loro 01' engage in Ohristian warlfare - because 'he' ~as in 
Christ, who has_'ail.II ,power (lM·att. 28:18). Wisdom .to know. 
the wil'l of God' and 'grace to perform. it come tihraug'h the 
power of ~he ISaviour, ·wlho gives' us .ionIward strengfli ('Eph. 
3:14-16; Col. 1:11). ( . 

The 'gilfts sent ·by the believers. were gladly relCe'i.ved; not 
because the Apostle W8/S in need~ lbut because ·these gifts were 
tokens tha.t tihe Lord.),ad 'given to ;jjhe PlhiliJppians ,th~ 'grace' 
of generosity (2 'Cor. 1:11). Urild'er tthese 'COnditions, tfue 
giifts bestowed I\l!pOili the seN-ant of Go'd! were in reaftity given 
to the Lol'd 'Himself (lMatt. 10:42; 25:40), !COnstitutinig a. 
sacriifice w~'I-pl'eiaJsiIllg uruto· ,Him. As sucl1, bo,th 'gffits mid 
givers wouli(i' !be !blessed of God, and as the Lord wm n'ot 
be debtor to an!y man, He-Himself 'Would ,reward His tibeTaft 
stewards. Their own neeldls wou'lld 'lie sllpip1'ied fram the 
ineJdhaustFbloe and he8IVenly sUipply of tihe riches of. GOO 
coming to 'tihem through Ohris,t, even 'as lin the itiime o!f falmoine 
the riches of Egypt were avaNlaJbIle to ;jjhe starvdng people 
through Josepih (Gen. 41:37-57; 2 ,Cor. 9:8; Eph. 3:16). - , 

Daily Bible ReadingS . 
Nov. 28---oOhll'!ist its our Peace ...................................... 'Ep=h. 2:'11-18. 
Nov. 29..,.Believer's Peace ~itJh God jfuorOUJgh Ohrist . 

. . Rom.5:J-ll . 
Nov. 30 ..... Be'liever FoiNed witlh Peaoce .................... Rom.' 1'5:1-13 
Dee. I-BeLiever Called to Peace ........................ 1 Cor. 7:1Q~15 
Dec. 2..LBel:iever Liv~ in Peace .......................... 200r. 13:1-11 
Dec. 3--'BeHever to Fo~low Peace .......................... Heb. 12:1:'14 
Dec. 4-T·he ComiIllg Pr1Illce of Pea:ce ........................ I,sa. 9:1-7 

Suggested Hymns 
Like a river gilorious. .' 
Woe 'bless Thee fo'r Thy pelllCe. 
Wlhen !peace, like a river. 
In -the shadoW of His wings. 
Peace, ~eitfect ,peace.' . "I;, 
There -comes to my heart 'One s'Weet strain. 


