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A STRONG CHURCH .,.. 

By W. O. H. GARMAN 
in The Associated Gospel Reporter, l[.S.A. 

A STRONG church in the New T~stament 'sense of that 
term i's one in which the activities an'd loyalties 

o'f the people are centered" in the local church and not a"s 
" is so often true today, centered in organizations outside 

the Ioca:I church and over wh"i'ch the local chul'ch has no 
" authority or control. " 
" Every good Independent with 'Baptistic and congrega
tional convictions sihould 'give a hearty and emphatic 
"Amen" to this "for it is 'good d'Octrine in the estimation 
of those who 'believe in the sovereignty of the loca~ church 
and resent outside intrusions. 

The local" church we believe should enjoy complet.e 
autonomy. It should be self governing with all authority 
vested in the local church. The 'local church should be 
free from outsid~ domination from any source whether 
it Ibe an ecclesiastical machine, a Convention, a ICouncil 
of IChurches, Youth iOrganization, or "any" other agenci 
or "group that mi'ght be mentioned. "Therefore"no one has 
any right to dictate" to the local church and tell it what 
its 'plans, policies, and connections must he nor to inter
fere in any manner with operation of the local church. 

Today no en~d of outsid'e, and often antagonistic, or
ganizations and attractions are interfering with the func
tions of the local church coIilpeting for its 'loyalty and 
support and thereby g,raduaUy depriving the local c"hurch 
of the freedom it should" have. IConvention churches are 
rapidly losing their autonomy and the control of their 
properties as recent court decisions attest. 

Other ~urches a,re e~periencing a loss of authority and 
domain ;because outside, and often unsympathetic, :broad
casters, youth ol"ganizations, mis'sions an:d -schools, ma'ke 
serious inroad,s in the" finances by diverting from the 
local church funds which should" b~ used 'by its members 
toi.support the local ehurch and its program. 

Outside youth organizations have in some instances 
practi'cally taken over the" youth work of some loc~l 
churc"hesand the same thing could be said about unre
lated mission organizations, schools and radio work which 
have-usurped authority and control in their pa"rticular 
field. 

iSuch things wea"ken the local church" particularly in
dependent churches 'Which have taken a -stand! on separa
tionfrom apostasy and all comprising connections. Often 
thechiIdren's organizations, youth "groups, missions, I'adio 
broadcasts and -schools the members of local separated 
churches support are over in the other "camp and very 
anta'gonistic to the separatedlPosition. 

In some cases tod'ay, if a local separated church is not 
led- to unreservedly put the stamp of its approva"l upon 
"suc1;l organiza:tions, union campaigns and the like, and 
even "though it may refrain from open opposition, it is 
in "for criticism to say the least and! in o1fuer" instances it 
!becomes the O'b'ject of vicious attack. 

Some Of ou"r" separated brethren rather than face this 
criti'Ci'sm an:d attack -have cooperated in projects which 
were diametrically opposed to the separated standi their 
churches were su.pposed to occupy. When this happens 
the" entire separationist movement is" not only undermined 
!but made a laughing stoCk .. The local separated church 
which is involved i-s also weakened and its position nulli
fied. Its" separated testimony becomes meaningless." 

Brethren in Christ, these "things oug.'ht not to be and 
as long as "such conditions extst we will not have strong 

" flourishing separated testimonies. It is time, hi'gh time, 
that the .members of local separated churches .realize that 
their first allegiance as far as earthly organizations al·e 
concerned i-s to the local church and in all consistency 
that they refrain from su'pporting outside organizations 
which are antagonistic and unsympathetic to the local 
church of which they are rn~mbers. 

Pastors and 'Q"hurch Iboards ought to be equally as loyal 
and' consistent in all affiliations" "into which they may 
guide the local church or themselves partidpate. 

,When alI this haJpPens our "sepa,rated testimony will 
really count for something and our churches will be much 
stronger. Further, the loss of support will caus'e "some of 
these organizations referred to to stop straddling on basic 
issues and to reaHy take a stand against apost~sy and 
all compromising connections themselves. 
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HAVE YOU . BEEN RAISED 
FROM THE DEAD? 

THE Christian looks with confidence to the future 'anq 
to eternity. .on the bas'is of the Word of God, he 'has' a 'sure hope of a resurrection wihen his body shall be 

raised from the dust and shall be reunited with the soul. 
Believers may have d'ifferent inter.pretation81 as to the 
specific order of events at that last day but of its cer
tainty there ~s not a shadow of doubt. 

While we do rejoice in this future pros'pect, we are 
aware of the fact that in another 'sense all ,believers in 
the Lord Jesus ·Ohrist have experienced already an'Other 
real resurrection from the dead. Indeed the prospect of 
a future resurrection depends entirely upon' this other 
first .resurrect~on in this present life. 

In the sight of a holy God, we are al,l 'by nature "dead 
- in flins". (Eph. 2: 1). So great is the sin 'Of man that the 

Holy ;Spirit chooses. to use this des'criptive word to de
scribe that woeful state - "dead 'in sins." -In that same 
verse the Apostle Paul declares that those who are be
lievers have been "quicl!:ened" or~ade alive by the 
power of God.. In short, Christians have been ,resurrected 
from a state ofs·piritual death. 

If this teaching were dependent upon one isolated verse 
we would not !be d'ogmatic in asserting thernecessity of 
a present spiritual r.esurrection. The obvious fact is that 
the Whole of the Word of ·God lis more 'specific and ·in
sistent upori this need for a radical Change here .and 
now than it is concerned'with the .minute details of a' 
future resurreciioI\. 

The apostle John in the fifth chapter of hi~ gospel 
records the WOMS of tJhe Lord Jesus Christ who decla·res--
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-."Verily; verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, ]"-- CJ:.I.- ' '0 
. and believeth on him that~ sent me, hath everlasting life, 'II!' C;UaD1l...d 1J1I.nJlA 

and shall not come into condemnation; but is' passed from . 
death unto life. 'Verily, verily, I say unto you, The 'hour Sale of Doctrines of Grace 
is coming, and ,now is, when the dead shall hear the voice- The newest member of THE GOSPEL WITNESS family of 
of the Sop. of God: arid they othathear sh·aIllive." Once pu!blications is The Doctrines of G1 ace, .by Dr. T. T. 
more we are told that in this- present life and during this Shields. T:his lovely 208-pa'ge book is enjoying a ,good. 
present dispensati'On the dead s'halllive. Thai this'resu·r- sale. Every subscriber to THE GOSPEL WITNESS should 
rection is a spiritual one' is obvious for it is ·dependell't order hi!;! or her copy now. On your Christmas shopping 
upon hearing the Word of 'God and believing upon the. 'list there are perhaps t}1e names of some fOJ; whom you 
Lord Jesus Christ. That·it is ·a present and not a futu·re find it difficult to s~ap because they seem to have no 
chan'ge is obvious froin the declaration ·that such a ·soul need. We suggest· that you send these persons a copy of 
is passed from death unto life. 'The hour 'Of which this The Docflrines 'of Grace. Order. the copy early! 
resurrection speaks is now. . 

T'his raises the question - Reader, have you been 
raised -from the dead 1- Have you !been saved? Do not 
bother you·rself with questions as to a future ·resurrec
.tion, a future kingdom or other related: questions until 
you 'have determined whether you have here and now 
passeofrqm. death unto life.. If you have not ex:perienced 
this change, rest assured that you shall never rejoice in 
a future ,resurrection which can be onlv a source of tor-
ment to you. .. 

Do n~t rest until you :have the assurance of the ,present 
possession of eternal life. How. simple is that declaration . 
of the 'Saviour of men - "He.that'heareth my word, imd 
believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life." 
Look away to IChri-st; ta'ke Him at His Word and acknowl
edge that He died Ifor your sins and- you may ta:ke Him 
at His Word when He says that you. 'have Ibeen .raIsed 
from the' dead! . . , 

Risi;"'g Costs 
The .pulp and paper companies have announced a 
rise in th~ price of newsprint. This mean~ that the 
cost of prmting THE GOSPEL WITNESS'will be ,raised . 
We trust that our friends will keep this in mind, and 
that' some will see fit to use their gifts to heIp this 
valuable ministry. We do not i.ntend to raise the 
cost· of -the paper to our swbscribers althouglh we 
know of no other 16 page weekly magazine 'carry
ing DO 'advertising that that 'sells for such a low 
sum. 

We eann'Ot :be saved by or for our good, works, neither 
can we"'be 'saved .without good works .. Christ never will 
save any of His ·pe~ple in their sins; He~aves His people 
from thei'r sins. . 

-"CHARLES H. SPURGEON 
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Utbt 3Jarbi~ 6trttt· Julptt 
The Lord • the .Midst of His People 

By Dr. T;T. Shields 

(NINTH 'IN A HER'IIES ON ·RE'V'WALS' OF,THE BI'BLE) 

Delivered in J·arvis Street Baptist Church, Toront~, Thursday Evening: January 2nd, 1930 

(oSten'Ograp/h'icaIHy Reported) 
Mar:k 9:14-29. 

THESE . verses present a very int~res'ting picture. I 
shall try to ibreak it· up into its constituents so that 

you may have the picture dearly in your mind. First 
. of ali, there is a group of ··greatly distressed dis~iples. 

difficult to 'gEit up any excitement Rlbout that matter 
to~.day, yet it was only yesterday people were tal-king 
excitedly. How soon interest in matters o'f that sort 
dies 'down! 

But for nearly two thousand years ,people have heen 
asking qu'es"tions aibout Jesus, and. He Is 'still the most 
interesting ISuibject that can engage the thou·ght 'of men, 
People 'never tire of asking a'bout Hi-m. . 

They have !been asked to do something, and tltey di'scover 
they. are powerless to :grant the ,request. Beside them, 
were "the s'cribes. .They' ca-me asking questions; they 
represented a critical attitude.' Il'hey had 'come for no 
good pUl1p'Ose - hut they were there. Then there were 
the multitude, a .great company of curious people. who had :And when anyone man, or any company of men, asso
no 'special interest in the disciples, or in "the man whose ciat~s himself, or associate t~emsel:v~s, with Christ im~ 
son was distressed; they were the sort of people who medIately they Ibecome assoclated WIth t~e wonderful; 
go anywh~re where ·a crowd congregates. And. then there. they los~ their private character. They, too; a·re subjects, 
was one ,who stands out prominently from all the .rest: of enqUIry; people want to ·know aU aJbout them. 'Before 
he was a ·father, and he had a 'Child ~ho was possessed of ther c~me in~ con~ct with Chris"t~ cer~in peopl.e outside 
a demon. Most impor"tant of all was the 'Lord Jesus Who theIr ImmedIate 'CIrcle had very httle mterest In them; 
had just returned from the Mount of Transfi.gu;ation but the moment they became identified with Him Whose 
with the ·glory still about Him, so th'at when the people name is called Wonderful people ;began to ask questions 
saw Hi'm they were amazed. aJbout them. W'hen Jesus came down from the Mount He 

Try to hold' the five elements of this ,picture in your found, His~isciples the centr~ of an. enqu\ri~g group. 
mind. First, the group of distressed disciples; secondly, Those standll~g !by were .pourmg theIr questIoniil upon 
the group of critical scribes; thirdly, the -multitude of the them, demandmg an answer. 
curious; the fourth was the father of ·the demon-possessed Well, my friend, if you are a Ohristi'an you are' rather 
child; and . last, and most important of all the Master an interesting subject. I remember when I was a 'boy 
Himself. '. '. there was one man in my father'·s church who used to 

This story·af the .healing of the child who was 'Passessed - interest me very much. He 'W·as about so hi,gh"- -measur
of a deviI is 'full of instruction, and 'yet that aspect of iug from the floor. He could see 'aver the top of the 

. the' .s~ory is but in.cidental to my purpose this evening. ·pew -~but not very much more. He was very short. He 
I des'lre you. to loo'k at. the whole picture, and hold all had rather a peculiar voice, and he gave one testimony
these elements in your mind. it was 'scriptural to 'be sure - but I never heard him 

give but one testimony. He used to rise in ev~ry testi
mony meeting and 'say, "'I am as a wonder unto many"; 
and 'then he would sit down. Occasio.naHy when my mother 
could not 'go.to church,. and I went to a 'prayer meeting, or 

.. 1. 

[ Ibegin with this OIbservation: ANY ASSOCIATION OF MEN 
WITH CHRIST IS SURE TO CHALLENGE ENQUIRY. "Hi,s name 
shaH !be caned- ·W'onderfu!." Ever since the wise men 
behel~d His star in the east, the name 'of Jesus 'Christ has 
been full of wO.nder for -the child·ren of men. Men may 
tire asking questions aJbout other matters. I bo'u,ght' a 
paper late last night; I opened. it 'and glan·ced inside and 
saw cert~in predictions that had been made ,but a' few 
'hours befo-re. On the outside _of" the same paper was a 
record the very opposite af all that was predicted within. 
Only twenty-f'Our h01,lrs· ago, or'a little more, 'people were 
tremendously interested in our civic a·ffairs - and one· 
mi'ght suppose: if you read either side of the question
that we were destined to ibe ruined within twenty-four 
hours. ·But when it is pas"t,. everyone settles down to 
make the ibest of it; whether 'Ir,len have their way or not 
th~ ICity:goes on; and .. we shalI.-stiU live, II suppose, in 
spIte 'Of. It all. And' I venture to 'say' 'it wou"ld be very 

. some meeting of that s()rt, when 'l' came home she would 
as,k me who were there. I used to say, "Oh, the 'wonder 
unto' many' was there." T·hat 'Was ·the name by which I 
'knew him. . . 

.Hi·s testimony was not inappropriate. We could all of 
us take it to ourselves, for as surely as our Master is 
called "Wonderful", we shall !be caned "wonderful" too. 
If we are associated, with Him we shaH 'become wonders 
unto many,and' we shall find! ourselves a,gain and again 
the centre of enquiry, just as were those dis·tressed d.is
ciples 'On this occasion. - . 

'The same is. true of 'Organized IChristiani ty . .of course, 
the all-importapt thing is that we shall ,be personally re
lated! to IGh:rist; that lies at the 'foundation of all 'Chris
tian life and Chris"tian service. But' when 'companies of 
men and women called Christians come into association 

, 



4 {484) THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOC.ATE November 1.7, 1955 

with each other, they cannot disregard their corporate 
responsibilities. We had to 'have the 'Seminary incorpor
ated. We are a corporate Ibody by law, and I noticed' in 
the Letters Patent granted to us, that, being inc()rporated, 
we were privileged to "sue or be sued". 'It simply meant 
that we ha'd a 'COl'Iporate existence. We were more than 
an aggregation of individuals; we were a corporate body, 
having joint 'Privi'leges. ISImilarly, when 'a company of 
!believers come ·together and forin a church, they !become, 
as did the disciples on this occasion, the subject of study 
and' enquiry. . 

'One of the 'large departments in the historical realm 
is that of church history, the history of the church -
that i·s to say, of organized IChristianity - the corporate 
'body of the professed disci.ples of the Lord Jesus. Hun
d.reds and hundreds 'Of volumes have ,been written answer
ing the questions which men 'as'k concerning the church. 
I have a volume on my shelves, presented to me by the 
author,a man who, for a certain degree, wl"ote a history 
of Chureh 'Union in 'Canada. It is a very interest~ng 
volume. 

With those matters if am not concerned this evening, 
but to remind you that in ou·r corporate capa'city as a' 
church we are a subject of interest and enquiry. 'People . 
study us; .they ask questions about us. ISome of them are 
not quite sure whether Jarvis Street is a jai1, or·a hos
pital, or an asylum! But they are at least sufficiently 
interested to ask questions a'bout us. Wherever you -go . 
you find people as'king questions about this association 
of Ibelievers called Jarvis Street Church. I do not believe 
it is pos'sible for any body of !believers. to have Jesus 
Ohrist in the midst without attracting attention, and 
·without moving a ·great many people toaSik 'questions 
aJbout it. 

!II. 
LoOK .A'J! SOME OF THE QUESTIONERS FOR A MOMENT, be- . 

cause, if that be so, it oU'ght to interest us to know who 
are the people who are studying us as individuals, and 
as a church. 

Fi.rst of· ~H, there are the scribes. They 'represent mOl'e 
than a ·particuiar class: They were a class, .ibut they 
represent also an attitude. They were there merely to 
asik questions. They were more interested in asking ques
tions than in finding an answer .. There are a "great many 
peopl.e Who seem to be "ever learning, and never able to 
come to the knowledige of the truth". 'They are like Pilate: 
they as'k a' question, but go away Ibefore the answer is 
·given. They are like a certain class gf people of whom 
Spurgeon once said, "They like fi's'hing ,better than the 
fish." 'There are a good many people who have no 
appetite for fish, but they do love ,fishing. Some people 
are not parti'Cu'larly anxious to know the truth,' ·but they 
Hoke to ask questions, and a·re ready.for an a'rgument any' 
time, whenever you meet them. 

I :have noticed our personal wOl'kers' 'going around when 
the invitation is being ,given, and occasionally they 
stumble upon one of the s'cribes. You can always tell him 
!by his questioning attitude, he is full of cavilling. He 
'does not want the truth. He aSlks questions in which there 
:is an implication of criticism and fault-finding. "Why 
don't you Ch'ristianl! do thi!s?" or "Why don't you Chril:!
tians do the other thing ?" ''''Why does the church take' a 
stand." A man came to ·see me to'-d'ay who was very 
m'uch interested in one thing. He said, "I quite agree 
with your stand on prohibition, bllt I should not a'gree 

"\ 

with you so heartily in your view of the 'prop-het Jonah." 
'There are people who have their fad'S, and they want to 

air them, and ask all ·sonts of questions. We need not 
trouble much, .my dear friends, .what the scribes have ito 
say abouot us. No church' about ,its Master's.business will 
ev·er be able to conduct Us aff'airs as to s'a!Usify the 
cavilling scri'bes. It is no use trying to do it. One might 
just as well 'stop at the beginning as at the end, for he 
will neve1; find an answer that will satisfy them. 

Then there is another das's: the curious crowd. You 
can see them down Yonge Stre-et, if there is a vacant 
store and. a man who can talk. He I1lay be selling shoe 
polish, or ,diamond r~ngs - no matter what he is selling. 
He talks li'ke a steam-engine,' and is' ready to promise 
you a hundred ~dollars for five cents. You will always 
find'SIOme people who will stop to listen to what he has 
to stay. If there is a motor accident on the street. -
no one is hurt at all, 'but you' hear two ~ars come to
'gether, and some people, no matter how busy they are, 
must stop and 'look at it. 'They are fun of curiosity. 

People like that are interested in reli'gi·on. They will 
come liere ·for a while juost to see what we have to say, 
and then wil'l ,go all around the churches. They will be 
dOWn with our friend'S on the corner of Bond. Street, and 
then' yonder with the Alliance Tabe·rnacle. If someone 
should start a healing caJrnpaign in Mas'sey Hall they wiU 
be sure to be there next Sunday. It 'does not ma'ke much 
doifference what it is - they are l"eligi'ously curious, and 
they are flitting R1bou~ Hke a housefly from .p1ace to place, 
never settling anywhere. They are not reaHy interested 
in the matter o!f the 'soul's ·personal responsiibility to God. 
They do not want to hear about repentance, and f.aith, 
and the cleansing of the Iblood, about getting ri'ght with 
God, and setting a new course in 'life. They are not 
interested. in things of that sort: they are just· curious, 
that.is all. What they want is a kind· of reIi.giou·s midway, 
and the more a1bnormal a thing is the !better pleased they 
are. 'They run hither and thither a-fter the latest re
ligious excitement. 

Well, my friend's, I am not very much interesfed in that. 
r have had hundreds of letters in the last few years from 
the scribe3 and the curious. 'Some of the· curicus have 
come, and they have written' me a letter telling me I 

'was the only preacher in Toronto! That is'a fact. There' 
was no one eIse preaching the gospel but myself, and if 
Toronto only had a few more like me the millennium 
would soon come. Then I happened to ·g·ay something one . 
day that d'id not quite please them, and they wrote me 
another letter - they 'Were quite sure that 'I was not 

. even 'going to heaven this time! How foolish it would 
be fur the ~disciples of Jesus Christ to shape their course 
to fit the whims of the scri'bes or the curious! 
- ,But ·there was one 'person in that crowd who was not 
critic.al, and who was not curious. He was desperate1y in 
earnest, because ·he·had a brO'ken heart; he ·had· a boy 
who needed more than human help, and he cast about to 
see where he should find help. He had, iheard of one \ 
ca11ed Jesus, and he said, "If there is anyone in the 
world who can help me it will be the foHowers of Jesus 
of Nazareth. I wiH take my 'boy to them, and I will see 
what they can do for me." He came, not ready to find 
f.ault, but with a grea~t hope in hi's heart that he wouJd. 
return home a happy man. 'He came to them, and they 
disappointed him; they had not power to help him. 

.J do not wonder they were concerned about that. I 
do not care What" the scribes or the .curious s'ay, Ibut 'I 
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do care for the opinion of the man who has a son in 
need of saving. Gor fOl'lbid that it should ever ibe said 
of those who have friends --a wife who 'has ,prayed long, 
and laboured! hard to bring her husband to IOhrist, and 
at 'la'St 'she has persuaded him to go to churoh, and she 
says, '''Where shaH 'I take him" ISomebody 'says, "Go d'Own 
to Jarvis 'Street, ,and he will hear the 'gospel there" -
what if she shou'l'd come in with her husband at her side, 
and then by and by go away a'gain and say, "There was 

, no .message for me. There was no 'POwer to help my 
husband. I am disappointed, and! he is disappointed.. -We 
are just as Ibadly off 'as we ever were." If parents should 
have Children who 'give them anxiety, and they long to 
see some moral miracl~ w.rought in those young lives, and ' 
they say, "We will take them to J'arvis Street 'Sunday 
School. I !believe they will get help there." And what 
if they shoutd come and fail to find it? That is the one 
thing I am anxious about, my dear friends. What the 
scri:bes may say, 'I do not care. What the curious may say 
does not di'stUlib me in the least. But I' rum concerned 
wbout what the needy may say a!hout Jarvis 'Street IChurch. 
It would not trou:ble .me if people were to say, "There is 
no learning in the ,pulpit, and there is no - shall '1 say 
it? -:- there is nopaiti-cular culture in ,the pew. They are 
a common sort of :people in Jarvis Street IChurch, !hut you 
cannot 'go in there without having 'God touch you. You 
'cannot ta'ke an unsaved soul there, and bring 'him out 
just as he went in. You cannot 'send your children to that 
Sunday 'School, and h'ave them come home exactly as they 
went there. There is' something there, though I do not 
know what it is." 

Would it ''not be fine if people should s'ay that? That is 
the 'kind of reputation we ou,ght to covet, dear friends, to 
be known as a people aJffiong whom 'God dwells. There is 
a great dear in atmosphere. The doctor sometimes sends 
a' patient away of,f into the 'arid, wastes of Arizona. The 
atmosphere is S'O d'ry, and the ai,r S'O pure, that he says 
it will cur~ his asthma or tuberculosis. .Jt may help', 
though sometimes it does not. .someone else sends a 
patient away down to, the southland, saying, "You must 

,get away from this northern 'zone. Go down where -the 
sun is shining." 'In heaven there i's to !be the tree of life 
that will yield its fruit every m'Onth, and the leaves of 
the tree are for 'the healing of the nations. Do you not 
th~nk it is possi:hle for a church to have such an at
mosphere, to have 'at its 'centre such a power that nobody 
can cross the threshold without getting a little bit of 
heaven, without being touched !by the power of God? That 
is the thin'g we ought to desire, that is the thing we ' 
ou'ght to pray for. ,; 

:wm you keep in mind, then, that the individual Chris
tian, and Christians collectively, must expect ,people to 
ask questions wbout them. 'They must expect the scribes -
to d'O it, and to ,pass their criticisms. They must expect 
'the idly curious ,people to ask questions. But the only 
thing that really matters is the reaction of a needy soul 
to the life of the individual Christi'an or O'f the church. 

As an individual Christian, what if they call you a 
fanatic? What if they say. you are a -little ibit Ibes:ide 
yourself, or just a 'little !hit 'queer?: I 'have iha4 that said,. 
I think 'I will tell' you a 'story: A lady who is not 'a member 
of. this church told me once that she was ca1ling on an
other woman who was' not a member o'f this church, and 
someone from out of town" a, Methodist - just a;bout a 
year before the Union - was visiting there. T:hey Ibegan 
to talk wbout Jarvis ,Street Church, and this 'Methodist 

visitor said, "Well, what is the matter with that man 
d-own there? I am informed that he is quite insane." 
Thi's Ia:dy said, "I saw at once it was no use to ar,gue 
with her at all, so I said, "Are you 'going to -be in town 
over Sunday?" [She 'said, "Yes." "Well, would you go 
go -down to Jarvis Street IChurch. if I were to call for 
you on 'Sunday?" "Yes, Is'hould!be delighted." She, was 
here 'Sunday morning, 'I do' not know what service' it 
was, 'but the Lord met her. IShe 'got such a, ,blessing as 
s'he 's'aid she had never known in all her Christian ex
perience. She went home and said to her 'pastQi", "Pastor, 
,for the first time in my life I have learned what a New 
Testament 'Church ou'ght to be Jilke", and she told- him 'Of 
the Iblessing she had .received'. That pastor was not jeal
ous. I He secured someone to 'Su'ppiy for him, and he gO,t 
into his car and drove to Toronto; he was in the Bi,ble 
Class in the morning, in the service in the morning, and 
at the service again in the evening. He never introduced 
himself to me, or to anyone else that I IknOW of; Ibut he 
went home and called his church together, and told! them 
!he had had such a Iblessing a's he 'had' never !known in 
all his ministerial experience, and he sai,d, "[ have learned 
that we are on the wrong track. We are ,going to have 
done with al1lbazaars, s'ales of work, rummage sales, and 
all the rest of it; and while 'I am pa'stor o'f ,this $urch 
we 'shall do just three things: pray, and teach, and 
preach the Word of God." ' 

That man would never have come here if someone had 
not told that member of his that the pastor here was 
insane, and- I Slhould be willing to Ibe called insane a dozen 
times a week if by that means some people couId Ibe 
restored to spi,ritual s'anity. So I say, if they call you 
a bit queer, and say all kind,s of things about you, if 
your testimony to them is' so bless'ed that somebody is 
saved, or someone i's Ibrought nearer to God, you can 
a-fford to endure whatever people say of you. 

And so of us as a church, it 'ma!kes no difference what 
people say of us if only we can have power from OO'd. ' 

filII. 
'THEN, WILL YOU NOTE THAT WHEN OUR LORD qAME H;E 

IDENTIFIED HIMSELF WITH HIS DISCIPLES. He had been 
up in the mount, and the 'disciples 'had been without Him 
while He was aJbsent. When He came 'back He found this 
crawd of people' a,round His disciples, the scribes and the 
multitudes, 'and' the dis'ciples at their wits' end to know 
what to'd'O. 'And so JeSlus Himself drew near, and He' 
s'aid, "What question ye with them?, What questions are 
you asking them? ICome on now, ask them of Me; I 
will answer you'r questions." How fuUy He identifies 
Himself with us! He is the answer to any and every 
question that men may ask, I care not" what it is. There 
is no question, 'concerning anything on the ea'rth belaw 
or in heaven albove, that d'Oes not find its su.fficient 
answer in Jesus Gh.rist Himself. WhEmever you are 
troubled at the questione~s, pray that the Lord may come 
and answer your questions for you. 

And here is a curious 'thing - mark carefully - the 
scribes asked questions, the curious multitude 'asked ques
tio~s, and the Holy Ghost moved somebodY to write down 
the ,record of that 'occasion; but there was-not anyone 
of the questions of the s<;rilbes' that was ''Yorth writing 
down. T;here was not one 'question asked 'by the 'curious 
multitu:de that was worth preserving in the record. .our 
Lord said, "What, are your ,questions" And the only 
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question. that is writtel). down here is the question of the 
distressed father, who came teH~ng the sad story a:bout 
his·,boy. ' 

That is it good way to meet people. If they want to 
know what· to do to be saved, tell them you can answer 
that. I have heard of a boy, a little chap on the streets 
of Edinburgh,' who was as'~ed !by .somebody, "Laddie, do 
you :know the way to so and so?" "Nu s'ir, I don't." "Well, 
do you ·know how ·1 could 'get to so and so?" "No," he 
said, "I do not 'know that." The stranger aSiked 'him ever 
so many questions, but could ·get no satisfactory answer.' 
"Well" he said at last "You are a <ciull iboy. You do not " , 
know anything, do you?" "Yes, si.r; I 'know som!)thing; 
I can answer you one questio.n." "Well, what question ca~ 
you anSIWer 1", "I can tell you what to (1:0 to -be saved." 
That 'is worth while, is it not?· 'Put that 'question tQ many 
of the cavillers, and you will shut them up in a short. 
time. Say to them, "Look Here, if you want to know what 
to do to be saved', if you want to know how to deal with 
sin, and have it removed, I can te1I you thllt." They will 
very often say, "We will d'iscU'ss this 'some other time." 

Jesus bade the man bring ·his .boy to Him. What a 
blessing it is that' the grace of our God can cover our 
disgrace! You and I oU'ght to ,be ruble to d'Oa g·reat many 
things that we do not 00. We have failed many times. 
You remember it. is written in the 'Scripture, "-If a man 
-be overtaken in ·a fault, ye whieh 'are spiritual restore 
such an one in the spirit of meekn~ss; considering thy- . 
self, 'lest thou also be tempted." Did you ever deal with 
a backslider?, Did you ever have to deal' with a back
slider when you did not want to? I thin'k you will have to 
say, "Yes." Why did you not deal wi,th the backslider when 
you ought to :have done '80? "I had not the power". 
·"Ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit. 
of meekness." 'It require's the mighty power cif the Holy 

, -Ghost to minister to ,people in dire spiritual need. The 
, disciples, on this occasion, were without that power; as 

we have often Ibeen. But how wonderful it 'is that whenl 

we have failed, the Lord draws 'near and says, "Well, 
they may have .failed, 'but ,bring him to Me." After all, 
that is the end of everything. ' We are to br.ing people, 
not to church, nor even to ,the disciples, but to Jesus 
Himself. If we fail He never does. 

'The great matter for al'l of us, whethe,r we consider 
. our responsibilities as individuals, or collectively as a 
Church, the great desideratum is that we should have 
Jesus Christ in the midst, if.! our own hearts, in the 
mid·st of His. church, so that whoever may come, what
ever thei,r need, however deep it may be,there wil'l .be 
power to meet that need, and to expel the evil spirit. " 

, 'There are s'orne things harder to do than others. "This 
kind can come 'forth by nothing, ibut Iby prayer and ~a'st" 
ing." There are some 'People who seem to 'be possessed, 
not of one devil, Ibut of a legion. And' 'if we would regain 
this power - if we are witliout it, let me say - let us 
follow the example 'of the disci.ples. They as'ked Him 
'privately and, said, "Lord·, we ar.e. ashamed', 'f'or we stood 
in the ·presence of that great hU'!Dan need helpless to do 
anything. WiH you not tell us where our fai'lur~ was 1 
Why' could we not cast him out?" And He said, "'This 
:kind can come forth by nothing !but :by .prayeran~d fast
ing." ISurely He meant to say, "You mi'ght have had 
the power to cast him out if you had been willing to pay 
the .price, and meet the conditil)ns." 

S6 let us seek to live ip. supreme' iIi·difference to the 
criticisms of' those 'Who find delight only)n criticism. 
and let us 'be supremely concerned that we should live 
in,su-ch relationship to the great Head, of the church, that 
no man or woman, or boy or ·girl, 'coming within these 
waHs,and needing the touch 'of 'God, shall ever go away , 
disappointed. ' ' 

May the Lord Ibless our medita:tion. 

EUROPE - A CHALLENGING FIELD 

.IIn France, Belgium and .switzerland, a faithful .band 
of 'gospel wOl"kers hold forth the word of life in eighteen 
churches and twelve mission halls. These pastors and 
wOl1kers of the F.rench Bible' 'Mission carryon their 
labours in a difficult field where'Romanism and rational
ism have ma'de deep' inroads. 'Despite many difficulties, 
the work is growing and under the blessing of the Lord 
the brethren are reaching out to new centres of popula
tion with the gospel. The F·rench 'Bi'ble Mission rests 

. upon a solid foundation,- the "ford of ~God - and see'ks 
to build for etern'ity as strong local 'Churches are estab-
lished. '{ 

'The people of, Jarvis Street Ba·ptist Church and the 
churches of The Conservative Regular Baptist Associa
tion of ICan·ada count it a -priivlege to ·be alble to help in 
the work' of extension and evangelization ear·ried on by 
the F.rench Bi'ble -Mission. All giftsw'hich we send are 
used exclusively for the establishing of new works. Next 
Su·nday is French Bible Mission -Sunday in Jarvis Street . 
AS'Pecial offering is taken !for this work. If any of our 
readers dedi·re to contribute to one of the finest mission
ary a:gencies in the world, we should be ha'ppy to pass 
your gifts on to these 'brethren in Europe. Send y-our 
offering to THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS, 130 Gerrard ,St. East, 
Toronto 2. -

THE CASE FOR SE'PARATION AS SEEN, 
BELIEVED AND PRACTISED BY 
CHARLES HADDON SPURGEON 

"I 'have taken a deep interest in the 'struggles (.If the 
orthodox brethren; 'but 'I have never advised those strug
.gles, nor entertained the' s~ighte'St .hope of their success. 
My course has been of another kind'. 

"As 'soon as I saw, or thought I saw, that error had 

.:Take the modern church to~day - and I do not want 
to -be censorious. Let us apply it to ourselves, and not 
to other people; but is it nut true that while the modern 
'church may have magnificent 'buildings, 'great organiza
tions,' an~d large wealth in some ca'ses, it m.ay represent 
in its membership positions of importance in the com
munity, it may ,be altogether an a'ggregation of very 
important people, but though it may sing and lecture and 
preach after a fashion, it has no 'power to effect' the 
transformation of.. a life, no power to cast the devil out 
of anyho'dy who has Ibeen bound by Satan. If a church 
has not that power, it has no gOO'd reason to ~xi:st. W,hen 
a church ioses that power, the sooner it 'is dissolved and 
passes out of existence the ·bett.er it will !be for every 
o~e - unless; indeed, it comes to repentance, imd regains 
that power. . , 

, 'become firmly esta'blished, I did not deliberate, hut quit
ted the .body at once. .since then my counsel has· 'been 
'come out from among them: I have felt t'hat no protest' 
could be equal to that of distinct sepa·ration." 

.....JF·rom the writings of Chas. H. Spurgeon 
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ISRAEL AND EGYPT 
T· HE recent skir.mishes between the armies of Israel 

and E,gypt have claimed news'paoper attention and have 
given .professed students of prophecy :more' material for 
s·peculation. We dl() marvel at the agility displayed .by 
some of these .prophetical-minded teachers who leap 
hither 'and yon to find some event o·f·present day history , 
upon which to hang their interpretations of the deep \ 
places of 'Sc·riptu·re. More ama?;ing still ·rs the nerve of 
some who ma'ke bold ,predicti<ms for which they claim 
absolute Scriptural warrant. l.'hey seem not one whit 
moved when the ,passage of time proves their pred'ictions 
to have Ibeen ridiculous. Included in this 'Category are 
those who have predicted the end of the world and lived 
to see that date 'pass by, those who saw Mussolini as the 
Anti-'Christ but who'lived~ to see him hang by his heels, 
those who saw the Korean War as ihe beginning of the 
end but who now view a, stale-mate. One would expect 
that after making 'such rash, unfounded predictions and 
after being proved w.rong, these persons would apologize 
to tJhe pubHc they have deluded and that t.hey would eJC;er
Cise ·restraint in the future. ISuch seems to be far from 
their thoughts as they' blaze on mista'king rashness for 
sound exegesis. . 

How the Middle Ea'st situation is ripe for their ex
·ploitation. The prophetic telescope (or perhaps we should 
say, microscope) .is now turned to that part of the world: 
From the platform, over the radio and in religious ma'ga
zines we a·re urged to turn our eyes to the Middle East. 
Some even declare with an oracular tone that Arma'geddon 
is near. Their tone is so convincing that we might !be 
'stirred if we knew les's about the outcome of their 'pre
vious specultion. _ 

.surely 'Christians are getti'ng tired of these teache't:s' 
of novel theories imd these watc'hers of newspaper head
lines Who have made the blessed hope of the 'second com
ing of Jesus IChri'st to Ibe the occasion for dangerouR, 
unfounded and :ca·rnal speculations. The command of the 
Lord is, "Occupy tm .1 come." Apparently some have 
understood ,this to mean -"Specul'ate till I come." Spur
'geon saw thi-s same trend in his day and declar~d - "'The 
fact that Jesus IChrist is to come again is not reason for 
star-gazing but for. working in the pow!!r of the Holy 
Ghost." 

IInstead of harangues on the present skirmiS:hes between 
Egypt and Israel why do these prophetic-al teachers not· 
tell 'saints and ·sinners .of the s,piritual 'Is'rael of whom 
the .scripture declares - "If ye be Christ's, then a·re yeo 
Abraham's 'seed, and heirs according to the ,p.romise?" 
Why do we not hear more of tJhe ibondage of EgY'pt which 
spea'ks of the carnal state of helievers? Truly there is a 
never,end~ng st-ru'ggle Ibetween the true Israel of 'God and 
thi's Egyptian enemy of men"s _ souls. 'The outcome of 
this 'perpetual stl'U'ggle has more eternal repercussions 
than any exchange of ,gunfire on a Middle Eastern desert. 

SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET 
The B~ble 'School was well attended on the past Lord's 

Day and a large number of the scholars remained for the 
morning servi'Ce. 

lOr. Slade preached at both services. lIn the morning 
his subject was, "The Lost '~heep". In the evening 'he 
spo'ke on, "Christ's 'Power To Give Eternal Life". 

( , 
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Do You Have Some Shopping 
Problems This Year? 

May We Help? 

On your shopping list are some. persons who 
have. no need of the usual type of Christmas 

. present. W~at w,ill you send them? We have 
two sugge~tions that will solve your problem. 

1. The Doctrines of Grace 
An ·attractive, well bound book of gre,at 

messages by Dr. T. T. Shields. Bound in a 

rich maroon binding with gold imprint. this 

. volume will be gratefully· ~eived by all 

ChristiClns. 
208 .PAGES _________ ~ _____ Only $2.50 

2. A Subscr:iption to the 
0' ~ _ 

G.ospel Witness 
Fifty-two tir:nes a year this -.fa~thf.ul g,ospel 

I . 

'messenger ·will bring to your friend's home 

sound~ evangelical read-i-ng. Help to intro

duce THE GOSPEL WITN~SS. to others! 

One ye.ar's subscripti.on 

Two year IS subscrlption 

Six month IS subscription 

_______ ._. __ $3.00 

___ ' _______ $5.00 

__________ $L50 

P.5. Your pas lor would appreciale eilher of 
Ihe 'above gi',s. 

ACT NOWI Send your order. 10 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS. 
130 Gerrard SI. E., Tor~)ftlo 2; Onl. 
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A 'f)tvotfonal. _~u~ ilJ 

v~Tatiltn 
Chapter 22 

DEFEAT OF THE LAST ENEMIES OF THE BRIDE 

Rev.elation 19 

As WE come to the closing chapters of the book of 
Revelation, the ·particular visions coricerning the 

Bride become -more and more albundant, even to the ex
tent of gradually occupying the whole foreground of the 
divine stage. 
. ,Af> we examine the Holy Scri.ptures as a whole, the 
foUowing divisions force themselves upon our minds: . 

(1) IThe Old Testament, ,whose pr~mary purpose is to 
reveal to us the 'PerSon and the action of God the Father. 

1(2) 'The 'gO'spels, which reveal to us the Person and 
the wotoks of God the Son. 

(3) IT-he Acts of the Apostle's, which witnesses to the 
action of God: the Spirit.' . 

:(4) The epistles, which give us directions and instruc
tions a!l to the earthly prepa.ration and the' high calling 
of the local Ibodiea, in view of their final glorified state, 
When the !believers of an ti-mes wiII then constitute the 
Church. 

\(5) The ·boO'k of Revelation, which, crowning the whole, 
depicts the final union of the Bride and the 'divine Trinity. 

'Thus, -the whole of history and the whole of the divine 
revelation rea'ch thei·r cIimax in the glorification of the 
Bride. 'That fact is of tremendous importance and leaves 
in the 'bac~grouIid many other essential things. 

-AlI the above considerations were familiar to the first 
recipients of the 'book, since the assembly at E'phesus 
over which John was an overseer h'ad- already ,been clearly 
instructed in that 'matter by the apostle Paul in a weII 
known passa'ge: '~Christ also loved the church, and gave 
himself for it; That he-mig'ht sanctify and c1eanRe it with 
the was'hing of water by the wo'vd, That he mi'ght pre~ent 
it to himself a ,glorious church, not having spot, or 
wrinkle, or anysU'ch thing; ibut that it should be holy and 
wi·thout blemish ... The Lord nourisheth and cheris'beth 
the church: For we are :members of 'his body, of his fles'h, 
and of his hones ... 'This is a 'great mystery: bllt I spea'k 
concerning IChrist and. the C'hurch." ('Eph. 5 :25-32). 

, The apostle',s words cannot refer to a local gathering, 
whose rore, however important it 'may 'be, is/lim"ited to 
this ea,rth. Nor to any rel'igi9US collectivity - historical, 

, national, or denoll)i-natjonal. Nor to. some 'sort of universal 
society to come. Nor to some world-wide association. 
gathering all true Christians. In fact, there is no place 
in .Scripture dealing with our present relationship with 
~ g.reat reHgious family which would inclu'de at once all 

the saints now with 'God, all.the known and unkown saints 
· now living OI). earth, and all the saints to come. Besid~s, 
the following questions can be asked: Is such a ~mt.y 
necessary?: Can it ,be realized? If sp, what form wIll It 
taike, and wihat part will it plaYi? The eye of Go~ alone 
is 'aoble to perceive what is called.' the IChurch Umversal, 
and we can certainly meditate upon it for our edification. 
'But during the Whole course of our present economy, the 
Loi-d, in the last analY,iS"is, only deals with individuals:. 
even when, for practical reasons! He speaks to a number 
of them at a time, through the medium of local 'gath~r
ings. 

'The Bride-Church,as described aobove iby the apostle 
Paul, is an absolutely unique collectivity. Its first ele
ments are as: old as mankind, and it is stiII "in the process 
of fOmlation. 'It will therefore have no true existence and 
wi.JI play no true pal't until all its e'lement's will h~ 'gath
ered. together, until it will be brought to 'completion -

· that is, when the return:ing L~rd' will have put an end to 
'the earthly experience of each individual saint. 

It is however extremely ·necessa.ry and edifying to 
behold, by faith, the Bride':Church. An'd for this .purpose. 
were certain .parts of the book of Revelation·written .. 

.our calling :wiII appear infinitely habler if we do not 
merely consider ou·rselves as being "saved" and vaguely 
destined "to helliven". For we shall not enjoy the 'bliss 
of heaven merely' as individuals, but we shall 'be incor
porated in a human body miraculously qualified to com
mune perieetly and for ever with the divine Trinity. 

Our spiritual preparation will then appear more u.rgent
and more thorou·gh if we have a true conception of that 
future state. For we must conceive of ouJ.: -earthly life as 
a perio'd of preparation; therefore the eleet must now 
-strive for a blending as perfect .as 'their human imper
fections permit. of their most intimate beings, and that, 
within the loca:l church itself. But let us remem!ber that 
unity does not eliminate individuality. 

.our courage will be stimulated by. the assurance that 
· we 'belong to a divine community whose elements will 
triumph over the most formida:ble evil powers. in history. 

FinaIIy, our watchfulness will ,be sharpened if we realize 
that the true heavenly Church has earthly counterfeits 
whose attraction lies in the fact that they offer a cheap 
and premature ideal of unity. 

We can therefore 'conclude that our 'conception of the 
Bride and our affinities wit'h it will exactly reveal the 
quality of our IOhr"istian attitude. 

IThe chapter to which we 'have thought necessary to 
give a lengthy introduction 'deals with the disappearance 

.( 
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of· the . last instruments of ISatan which yet prevent the 
fina:l and victorious manifestation of the Bride. It -re
veals 1fue' destiilY of the seoond Ibeast and of the false 
prophet, and of an their human associates. It successively 
depicts the celestial anticipation and the earthly realiza
tion of the total disappearance of the adversaries of the 
~ctpoo~~ . . 

I. CELESTIAL ANTICIPATIONS (19:.1.16) 
IThree pi'ctures are }fere d'rawn: (1) The ,rejoicing at

tending the end of the prostitute. (2) 'The joy of the 
Bride. (3) 'The vision of the 'Brrd'egroom-Judge. 

,(1) The end of the prostitute (v. 1-5) is the object of 
a threefold praise: that of the heavenly creation; that 
of the representatives of the ea.rthly creation; that of 
the voice coming out of the throne. 

.(a) All the various creatures ,of hea:ven instinctively 
brea'k forth with one accord into AUelu'ias - the only 
Alleluias in the New Testament. The meaning of this 
word.: "'Praise the 'Lord" is forceful and ibeautiful in its 
sim.plicity. Its special use in those circumstances should 
prevent all aibuse of this, sacred expression on o'ur p.art. 
The reason for this joyful testimony is that "salvation, 

.and 'glory, and honour, and power" are now ascribed to 
"th.e Lord our 'God". Those prerogatives are ascribed 
to Him, not because of His works, His wis'dom, His 
holiness and His love, :but lbecause "true and l'ighteous 
are His judgm.ents". Justice, the most austere of God's 
attributes, is now as it were rehabilitated after its earthly 
unpopularity. And that, beca\lse the Lord dared avenge 
His people, whos'e weaker elements .had suffered the cot
rupting influence of the false religion, and whose stronger 
ones fell victims to the cruelties of the anti-religion. 

To the "Alleluia" dictated by the past there corresponds 
a second one (v. 3), i.nspired !by a vision of the future: 
the "smoke" of the heinous seductive power of the false 
church must rise as a testimony "for ever ana ever", that 
is, the rememQrance of the dangers and of t:he deliverance 
of the elect people must continually be present in theil' 
thoughts. 

,(Ib) ,The "four f and twenty' elders" and the<i' "four 
'beasts", celestial representatives respectively of the peo
-pIe of o(~od and of His other creatures, now join their 
voices to those first praises': their testimony is so solemn 
that ·the two words which express it with impressive 
so·berness: "Amen, Alleluia", are attended with prostra
tion and adoration. 

-(c) 'The voi-ce coming out of- the throne, saying, "Praise 
our God, all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both 
small and great", is attributed iby 'commentators either 
to' the elders, or to the :beasts, or to the Holy Spirit, or 
to Jesus Christ 'l:Iimself. The last hypothesis seems to 
!be the .right one, because the most suggestive. 

'(2) The joy' of the Bride (v. 6-9) is expressed by the 
multitude ~f those who constitute her body. First, she_ 
gives utterance to that happiness 'by an "Alleluia", un
ceasing as the "voice of many waters", and resounding 
as the -"voice of mighty thunderings". ~'he reason for 
su-ch a happiness is the Father's satisfaction: "For the 
Lord ,God omnipotent reign~th." Secondly, it is the joy 
of 'being united to the Son: "'The mar.riage of the Lamb 
is come." Finally, that joy is expressed in humble wOl:ds . 
of thanksgiving : "His: w"ife has made herself ready. And 
to her was granted' that she should be arrayed' in fine 
linen, clean and white: for the fine -linen is the right
eousness of saints." The Brid'e is therefore entitled to 

all those privileges, not ibe<;ause of her personal worthi
ness, 'but because of her ·garments: and the wor-ks' of 
ri·ghteousness which constitute her garments' ha:ve been 
"granted" to }:IeI'. 'The thought is further emphasized 
!by the mention of the "Lamb", which name has been 
here ohosen to recaU the purifying action of the :blood 
and the ·reason for' the 'gift of the clothes of righteous
ness. The striking contrast 'between the white attire 
of the Bride and the purple and scarlet array of the 
prostitute brings our thou'ghts !bac·k to the latter. 'A 
symbolical woman had ·been the cause of much 'grief to 
the 'Bridegroom i another symbolical woman ~ill give 'Him 
great joy. "And the voice of the bridegroom and of 
the bride' shaU be heard no more' in Ba:bylon." But, on 
the wed'ding day, and then forever, will be heard in 
heaven the holy and joyful accents of the Bride and of 
the Lamb. f" 

'The first two sections .of chapter ninteen are followed 
by the 'conclus'ion: "And the angel saith unto me, W.rite, 
Blessed are they which are -called unto 'the .marriage sup
per of .the Lamb.!" An anticipated pleasure is already 
immediately offered to anyone who -is "called" to the . 
feast, Through repentance and faith, that privilege can 
now !be enjoyed for the angel adds: "These are the true 
sayiil'gs of God." 'Such a revelation impresses John so 
deeply that he falls at the feet of God's messenger to 
worship him. But the angel explains to John that he is 
only his "fellow-servant", 'being morally nearer to him 
than to the only true God who alone deserves to be wor
shipped. For -it is only through the divine Spirit that 
the angel has been alble to reveal Je~us prophetically. 

(3) The revelation of .the Br'idegroorn-Judge (v. 11-16) 
. ta:kes us bac'k to the vision ·of the white horse iIi. chapter / 

six verse four, and, for some of its details, to a number 
of o11her passages of the boo'k and of the rest of Scripture. 
'Most of the features of the ineffaible Person here 'lie
scri'bed need no explanations. We s'hall theref(}re only 
mention'a few of them. He bears many names, as is 
fitting to the superhuman variety.of His roles and vir
tues. One of these names, "the Word of Gon" , will be 
found later under the pen of John in a significant passa:ge 
(-John 1 :1). It may :be that the remar.k "he :had a name 
written, that no ·man knew but he himself" appli~s to 
the extraordina.ry si·gnificance of the title "Word of God", 
which no man is alble to fully understand: On the other 
hand, as we behold the ador8!ble !head adorned with many 
crowns, we think of the stirring -circumstances in which 
it is presented to us in .scripture, and especially under the 
s'hameful crown of th(}rns. 'The "vesture ·dipped- in blood" 
not only remin'd's us of -the exp"iatory sacrifice, :but 'spea;ks 
Of fue many who williall victims of the -divine wrath, and 
'whose :blood will smear the Avenger's clothes. 'The 
armies of heaven' which follow after Him' must also be 
particularly 'mentioned here, for the active fellowship 
of the angelic beings with the IS on of IGod ·knew no other 
inter'l'uption than that of Calvary, when our Saviour trod 
the winepress alone. (Is. 64 :'3). The sharp sword issu
ing out of His mouth and threatening the nations ma'kes 
us think of the' written Word which is "a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart." (Heb. 4 :12). 
'Therefore iby 'han~d'ling the truth 'the BridegJ100m will 
put His Bride's adversaries' to confusion. And. the action 
of the "rod of iron" ,\rill pel'fe~t His' victory. 

ILet us then keep in mind what ·could 'be the title.. 01' 
the vision: "In "ighteousn-ess ·he doth judge and ma'ke 
war." 
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II. EART·HLY REALIZATIONS- (19:17-21) 

In sharp -contrast with the detailed description of Jesus 
Christ's- appearance in heaven given in the preceding 
vision, a very sh(Jrt section depicts the final defeat of His 
enemies. That -contrast emphasizes the supreme impor
tan'Ce of the Master Himself, evreyt'hing else being only 
incidental. 'The "angel standing'in the sun" is evidently, 
placed in 'the brilliant rays of the sun for the sole·purpose 
of -calling the 8-eer's attention to the heavenly vision. This 
is confirmed Iby the "loud voice" by Which the celestial 
messenger invites all the birds of prey to the supper of 
the great God. Ori-ce more the ,revelations are -presented 
to us i~ pairs, this supper being the 'counterpart of the 
marriage,supper of the Lamb. 

In ,the fearful pi-ctures given here we have an' echo o'f 
Ezekiel 39: 17-20. 'They must. be -given a spiritual mean
ing for they are. a prophecy of the final victory of 'God. 
After 'this, no more judgment will be meted out until 
the day of doom. . 

Following the- angel's threaten-ing cry all the hostile 
forces spontaneously join-together a-gain with warJi'ke 
intent. This conflict is evidently ,s'piritual since one of 
the adversaries wields the sword of truth and since the 
false proppet is '.'ta:ken" together with the beast for 
having -deceivediby his miracles ''them 'tIbat ha'd received 
the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his 
image": 

As will be the case with the similar attempt of Gog 
and' Magog (20 :8-9); the "war" that the enemies of 
God's people were preparing to wa'ge is now very quickly 
forestalled 'by an act of judgment. Thus, suddenly bereft 
of their' power, the beast and the' .false prophet are 
"ta1ken" li'ke 'Criminals, caught in toe act at the very 
beginning of their bold 'endeavour. They oHer no re
sistance to the hand whJch irresisti:bly seizes th em and 
'Casts them into "a 'lake of fire Il;>urning with brimstone",' 
where, in the company of their master 'Satan, they "shall 
be tor.mented d-ay and night. 'for ever and ever". (20: 10). 
The two '<beast as we see them are not merely symbolical 
personifi'cation's:: rather do :we see in the powe'r they 
exercise the han'd of two reallbeings~ prO'bru1:5ly two demons 
of a very -high order, and therefore infinitely 'formidable. 

Only two thing's in few words are, toM us to depict 
symbolically the end of the two beasts' human allies: 

( 1 ) "And the remnant were slain with the sword of 
him that sat upon the horse." In some way, the word of 
the Lord which in the last 'day B'hall' judge him that 
did not receive his words (John 12 :48) stri:kes here a 
deadly Iblow. That blow may :be direct and :miraculous; 
but on the other hand the dis8ppea,rance of, the beast 
and the fa.I~e prophet may create cond:itions which wi!! 
render 'life impossible for their followers. 

(2) "And all the fowls were filled with their ,flesh." 
'Dhis dreadful 'picture shows that the end of God's eneirries 
will stri'kingly prove the foolishness and- the perils of 
those who will have followed the broad way. . 

In condusion then, let us again repeat this reassuring 
declaration - 'a pressing appeal to those yet outside of 
God:' 

r ' 

"BLE'S'SEiD ARE 'THEY WHIICH ARE CALLED UNTO 
'THE MARRIAGE SU,PPER OF THE LAMB!" 

I, QUEBEC REBUKED AGAIN! 
ON SEPTE'M'BER 4, 1949, a 'g,roup of "Jehovah Wit

. nesses" met in the home of a 'M,r. Chaput in the 
province of Quebec. Thi's orderly meeting was-d'isrupted 
'by the invasion of three 'provincial 'Policemen Who arbi
trarily dismissed the 'gathering, 'and escorted the visiting 
speaker to the ferry,' and. there ordered; 'him to leave. 
These saJrne 'PoH-cemen, who acted iJY' su~h a hi'g'h-handed 
fashion, laid no charge against Mr: Chaput.. Unbelievable! 
This_happened in Canada s;ix years a'go! We have abso
lutely no sympathy with the false teaching of the 
"Jehovah Witnes'ses"; /but we do admire their -persisten'Ce 
in ;taki'ng this ,matter through the Canad~an counts, for 
no ,government has the I'ight to· fOr'bid the religious ob~ 
servance of any faith .. 

IMr. Cha,pu~ deCided to ta'ke thi's matter to Court. After 
losing d~isions in the' "loaded" provincial Courts, he pro
ceeded to the iSu'Preme Court of 'ICanada. 'To-day that 
highest triibunal in our :land !handed down what could be 
a histori-c decision. An lovers of liberty everyWhere will 
rejoice in it. 

It was ruled that the provin'Cial ,policemen had 'acted in 
a reprehensible Iffianner in invading the meeting, an'd 
fu,rther declared that it was th'e unquestioned right of 
the ,pJtruintifi' :tQ hold <such ,a 'meeting. ·,Mr. Chaput was 
awarded $2,000.00 dama'ges. 

Especially were we interested in the reasons 'which 
Mr. Justice ROIbert -Taschereau ·gave .for his judgment. 
This Justice of the iSupreme Court, who, is a Roman 
Catholic, declared in part: 

'" have no doubt that the three respondents' (polie'e
men's conduct was highly reprehensible, and of such a 
nature as to offend the plaintiff - appellant (Mr. Chaput). 
He clearly. had the right to convene the meeting in his 
home... ' 

"In our country ther~ is no state religion. All religions 
are on an equal footing, and "Rollll8n Catholics, as well as 
Protestants, Jews, and other adherents to various re
ligious denominatio!'!10 enjoy the most, complete liberty of 
thoqght. The conscIence of each is a personal matter, 
and the concern of nobody 'else. 

"It would be distressing to think that a majority might 
impose its religious views upon a minority, and it would 
also be a shocking error to believe that one serves his 
country or his religion by denying in one province to a 
minority, the same rights which one rightly clai~s in 
another!' . ' 

,Two of the Justices ('Mr. Ju'stice 'Fauteux - a Roman 
'Ca-tholic, and. Mr. Justi'Ce ,Locke) further declared that 
in their judgment the actions of the'policemen were not 
only reprehensible, hut -cfiminal 'and iiIega!. Mr. Justice 
LoC'ke added': 
"Th~! were lia!ble -to prosecution and' imprisonment." 

We rejoice ,to seel the tyranny of the Quebec Govern
ment repu,di~ted '~y t'h~ Supreme Court. It is to Ibe hoped' 
that these vlCtorles wlll be preserved,'and that freedom
loving ,people will not lose the 'pea'Ce,by inclifference. Much 
remains to be done in Quebec 'before the way i's open for 
the free preach'in'g of the 'gospel Truly that 'provin'Ce 
presents one of the need:iest mission fields 'in the world. 
Let us. wor'k and pray that evangelicals may win the day
for "Jehovah Witnesses" present no more truth than does 
apostate Rome. 

1 
I 
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IS ROME CHANGING? 
THE present liying idol of Roma~ Catholicism is Bishop 

'Fulton J . .sheen. 'This priest, who has a large fol
lowing, has become widely known as a television and 
radio 'spea'ker and as a writer of popular Roman ,Catholic 
books. Television listene! polls have indicated that :his
program has a top ·rating and has more listeners than 
some of the comedians andi'quiz shows. 

Last week for the first time we heard the radio pro
gram on whi'Ch this popular champion of Rome spea'ks. 
His topic was to t'his effect ~ "Is Co;nmunism Chang
ing 1" After .hearing his d'is'cussion of the question, we 
were 'forced to a,s'k ourselves another question, "Is Rome 
Changing!!" We found' the answer to be identical to 
Bishop 'S'heen's own answer to the question of /Com
munism. 

The Bishop declared that the message of Communism 
was unchanging. He showed that the 'Soviet masters 
have the.same intentions as did t:be founders of the Soviet 
state. World domination and a ·proletariat d.ictatorship. 
yvere stHl uppermost in the Communist blueprint. There
fore the Communist mes'sage was unchanging. 

It must be noted, however, he declared, that the Com
munist method:is changing. The "'Geneva" spirit (which 

, incidentally 'suffered a relapse' last week) 'is nqt the old 
un'compromising spirit of the Red pioneers. Communism 
found it necessary to change its tactics in order to gain 
its unchanging ends. 

We felt that Bisrrop Sheen presentE:'d a keen analysis of' 
the 'situation 'but were persuaded that he could have 
applied the same 'conclusions .to· his own 'Church. The 
aims of Rome are ·unchanging. IStill 1Jhat Church seeks 
the enslavement of the 'soule of men. The Rome of the 
Middle Ages and the Rome of the twentieth century are 
agreed as to their ultimate aims. 

Like 'Communism, Rome has changed· its methods in 
some coun~ries. In .spain where the IChurch rules 'su
preme and in 'Colombia. where she acts the part of the 
tyrant, she .resembles very much the papal, medieval 
Church. In Ameri-ca, on the· other hand, she is as meek 
as a Iamb. D9 not be mi'sled by this change. It is ex
ternal and not internal! 
. Indeedc-the 'smooth, Iikeruble manner of Bishop Sheen 
is evidence of this change of method. 'In an easy, off
hand, sometimes jocular manner, he dis'cusses his ·subject. 
Behind this pleasant mask,-however, is the iron face of 
Rome which long.s for the day of supremacy when she 
can tear off the mas'k and assert 'herself. In her aims, 
Rome has not Changed! 
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SINAI OR ZION 
Hebrews 12 :18-29 

I N THE. pas'sage ~e· have before us tonight we ~each 
. the .'ClImax but not the end of the He!brew epIstle. 
Here we have the final contrast between the two religions 
of Judaism and 'Christianity .. r.It is 'here that doctrine· 
and 'exhortation culminate. We have here' a sort of sum
mary in a new dress of what has gone ibefore in thE: 
epistle. The passage -before us must ,be interpreted' in 
ha;rmony with the .design of the epistle which is to show 
the 8u,perioPity of Christianity to J1,ldaism. The passage 
is historical and not prophetic. The author does not ma:ke . 
an excursion into the 'field of eschatol'ogy. 'He is'not de
scri1bing some future millennium :but is showing the 
present privileges and 'blessings we have in Christ. Hr. 
B. .H. 'Carroll, whom I quote quite often, calls this the 
propheti'C present and makes it ·refer to the outcome of 
the IChristian',s life and to the blessings he receives at 
dea.th.' He makes it parallel John' 14 verses two and 
three. "In my Father's house are many mansions: if it 
were not so, II would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. And if ~ go and! .prepare a pla'ce for ,you, 
I will COII).e again, and receive you unto myself; that where 
I am, there ye 'may 'be alS'O;" - IBut "in my jud'gment we 
should retain the present tense as telling us of the 
present blessings of Christianity and of the New'Coven
ant a1ready made culminating in eternal·glory. 

I. 
The Mosaic and Christian Dispensations (18-24) 

.' 

Verses eig.hteen, to twenty-four give us an impressive 
contrast 'between the Mosaic and. 'Christian !dispensations 
under ,the 'symbolism of two mountains, ISinai and Sion. 
Sinai. stanq's for the Old' Covenant while Sion stand.s for 
the New Oovenant. We have a;parallel to this in Gala
tions 4 where the two Covenants are represented by two 
women, Ha'gar and ISarah. Ha'gar was said to be mount 
~Sinai or the Law Covenant, whkh gendereth to !bond'age', 
and s,tood for the present Jerusalem of unbelievers' w:Itich 
are in ibonda:ge. 'iSarah stood for the Jerusalem which is 
above, the mother of )ls' all, that is, all believers. 'Chris
tians are C'Mldren of the Covenant represente'd ,by 'Sion. 
Historically, Sinai was ,a mountain in Arwbia'where God 
gave the law to Israel. It was there He spo'ke the ten 
word,s or ten commandments. It was' there the children 

The Gospel Wlt'!ess of Israel were ta!ken into covenant relations'hip with the 
130 Gerrard Street East, T.oronto 2 Canada Lord as His chosen people. It ·was there they were con-

' ___ -:-__________________ --' ' . stituted a national church spoken of by ,Stephen in Acts 
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7 thirty-ei'ght. Historical Sion was a hill in the cily of 
Jerusalem; ori'ginaIIy it was a stronghold of the Jebusites. 
But David captured it after he had reigned in Hebron 
seven and a half years. And on this hill David built his 
pala'ce and ma:de it his capital city. Josephus never speaks 
of ISion except as' the city or" David. The name' Sion 
occurs six times in the historical 'books, and one hundred 
and forty-eight times in the poetical and prophetical 
'bOdks in the Old 'Testament and seven times in the New 
Testament. In many pJaces in the poetical and propheti
cal books it is used symbolicaI1y as the diWe1Iing~place of 

. the Lord. And in our text Sion "is called the city of 'GQd, 
,the heavenly Jerusalem. It i's the spiritual Sion an'd not 
the natural Sion. It is a spiritual mount on which the 
Son of God is enthroned according to the second PsaJ.m. 
In Revelation 14 one we have the same spiritual Sion 
on which John saw a Lamb standing, and with him the 
hundred and!' forty-fou!" thousand, having His Father's 
name written in their foreheads. Sion of our text is the 
counter-part of earthly 'Sinai and the anti type of earthly 
Sion. . 

The Two Covenants 
Now in our les'son passage both 'Sinai and Sion are 

used symbolicatly of the two Covenants. The Christian 
has not ceme to mount ,Sinai, that is, to the Old 'Ceven
ant ministered 'by angels and mediated by Meses, with 
its terrifying voice, earth'quake, tempest, fire, darkness, 
and a trumpet 'so awful that even Moses feared exceed
ingly and trembled. ,Believers in Christ have ceme to 
mount ,Sion, the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem. Here God has fixed' His throne on which the 
spiritual David, David's 'greater son, reigns now in grace 
and ultimately in glory. "oFor he must reign, till he halth 
put all enemies under his 'feet. 'The last enemy that sQaII 
be destroyed is death." 'The character of the revelat,ion 
given at Sinai indicates the nature' of the Law Oevenant. 

'Sinai was a mount that might be touched: that is, it was 
tall'gi'ble and palpruble to' the physical senses and SO' the 
ceremonialism 'Of the 'Mosaic dispensation was a ,religion 
of externa'ls. ;In contra'st, the 'gospel dispensation is 
spiritual and, internal. "'For the kingdom of -Ged is not 
meat and drink;, but righteousness, and peace, and JOY 
in, the Holy Ghost." "God is 'a Spirit: and they that 
wors'hip him must worship hi~, in spirjt and in truth." 
At Sinai God made ,blackness and darknes's Hi'S 'pavilion .. 
This is an emblem of the types and shadows, of the Old 
Covenant. The way into the presence _of 'God was not 
mad'e manifest. But now the New 'Covenant opens a way 
into the ,real presence of God. 'The gospel !brings the 
sinner to ,God' through' Jesu's, Christ. ISion means sunny, 
and so the 'gospel revelation "is as clear as sunlight .• Sinai 
was a terrifying ex'perience. 'Li'ghtnings flas'hed. and 
thunder rol'led, the trumpet gave a weird blast, and, the 
voite of God was terrifying as He spoke the ten words. 
The people cowered in terror and beg'ged that Ood might 
not speak to them a~y more directiy;This suggests the 
terrifying as'pect of the Law Covenant. It is a ministra
tion of doeath. , 

"WIhen God of oM :cllIlDe tiOWn: !from heaven, 
I,n power and' wra1ih He cllIlDe. 
Before Hds ifeet the cloud'S lWere rirven, 
Hair d;arkness and h:a'lf !t11ame. 

, "A:l'Ound' ,the -tremlb1illig mountai,n~s '!base, 
The pros'traJte .people I'ay.' 
A day of wrath and not of 'grlliCe, 
A'dlim anti dreadlfluol d'ay." 

The Law and the Gospel 

Now the Law Covenant ,gives -a Iknowledge of sin but 
d'Oes n'Ot provide for its removal. 'But the ,gos'pel is a 
ministration of life and of 'righteousness. The gospel 
i's 'good news of a Saviour. At 'Sinai the people were 
kept at a distance 'and so under the Law'COvenantevery,
one is 'at a guilty distance from God. 'But in Christ, the 
mediator of the New Covenant, we are ,brought nigh to 
oGod. At 'Sinai there was danger. 'It was doeath to even 
touch the' mount. This indicates the danger there is 
und'er the law. "For as many as 'are ef the works of the 
law are under the cu,rse: for it is written, Cu'rsed is every 
one that continueth not in 'all things ,which are written 
in the book of the 'law to ~d'O them." The on'iy source of 
real danger i's the violated law of God. But those who 
have come to ISion "have come to IChrist who redeems from 
the curse of the law. ISin cannot damn the believer 'be
cause he .is not under law but under g,race. At Sinai 
Moses ,the mediator trembled Ibut on 'Sion Ghrist reigns.' 
At Sinai I,srael's stay was temporary. They encamped 
there not longer than a year. And sO' the Mosaic dis
pensatio~ waf!' temporary and typicaL The types and 
shadows find their fulfilment in Christ and His kingdom. 
,Sion; the New Cevenant, is permanent; it is the "city 
which- hath foundations, whose Ibuilder and ma'ker is 
God." Sinai was in a 'Ione'ly and' silent desert and ,the 
Jewish church was cut off from all intercourse with the 
rest of the world. But Sion's citizens are cosmopolitan 
'and take 'in the myriads of angels; the church of the 
,fi,rstbern ones, the church militant on earth, wi~h names 
enrolled in heaven; 'God the Judge o'f all; the saints in 
heaven; and Jesus the mediator of t.he New Covenant. 
At ,Sinai there was no sprin'kling of blood when God 
spol{e the ten wor-ds 'but in the gospel of the New Coven
ant'there is the !blood·of sprinkling that s'peaketh better 
things than the hloo'd .'ef Abel. AlbeI's 'blood cried for 
vengeance against his .murdoerer, !but the ,blood of Christ 
cries for forgiveness in behalrf of His enemies. And even 
while that ICovenant was 'being 'ratified in His own blood. 
He cried, '''Father, f9rgive them, for they know not what 
they do." 

Christianity the Final Thing 

, Let us again look at the contrasted statements, "Ye 
are not come," and "But ye are 'come". Translating the 
perfect tense literally, we have, "Ye have not come," and 
"But ye have come". We have here what mi'ght be cal'ied 
the history of the Aibrahamic Covenant: 'The writer' is 
'saying to the readers, You have not come to the Sinaitic 
Covenant to remain there ,as the "tina'l thing. 'But ye 
have come to the actual fulfilment of the promise made 
to AJbraham when ,he was ,promised a seed in whom all 
the - nations of 'the earth should !be !blessed. You have 
come to mount Sion as' a final thing. You have come to 
mount 'Sion to remain. Ohri'stian'ity and not Judaism is 
the fulfilment of the promise made to Ahraham. Sinai 
was only a way-station and not the d-estination ,of the 
Abrahamic 'Covenant. The law made nothing ,perfect or 
complete. It was added !because of transgressiens until' 
Christ should come. Christianity is the 'permanent and 
final order o'f things in the hi'story of grace. Judaism 
was' typical, andaH ty'pes are of neces,sity temporary. 
Judaism was su,perseded 'by Christianity. Ohristianity 
is sometimes represented a's a sort of sandwich !between 
two Jewish dispensations. But I rather think that 
Judaism was a sandwich between the two aspect~· of the 
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covenant of 'grace. The covenant of promise made by God 
to A!braham was confirmed before of 'God in 'Christ. And 
the Law Covenant came in four hundred and thi,rty years 
later. It came in as a temporary arrangement until 
Christ the seed of prom'ise shou1d -come. The Law Cov
enant neither cancelled nor fulfilled' the promi'se God 
mad>e to Albra:ham. It was only a 'parenthesis until the 
introduction of IChristianity the per-m'anent and final 
order of things. 'The 'covenant of promis~ was ratified 
in the blood of Chri'st.. Believers in Christ .are the 
chHdren of,the promise be they Jews or 'Gentiles, God's 
chosen people are thO'se redeemed !by. the blood· 'Of Christ 
and ibo-rn 'again Iby the Holy .spirit. The true circum
cision worship 'God in spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, 
and 'have no -confidence in the ,flesh. It is heart circum
cision and not circumcisi'On of the flesh' that mar'ks one 
and> makes one a -child and a real Jew .. Believers in Chri'st 
are the only' children of Abraham in the world today, 
Child,ren of the'flesh are not the children of God, but the 
children of the promise are counted for the seed. (Rom. 
9:8). ' 

II. 

The Final Appeal (25-27) 

Now in verses twenty-five to twenty-seven we have the 
final a'ppeal. "ISee that ye refuse not him that speaketh, 
For if they es'Caped not who refused him that spake on 
earth,' much more s'hall not we escape, if we turn away 
from him that 'spea'keth from heaven." In olden times 
God spake on earth by Moses and the prophets. In the 
Christian dispensation He is speaking from heaven in 
Christ. This reminds us of what we had- in the beginning 
of the apis·tIe when we read that, "'God, who at sundry 
times 'and in divers manners spake in. time pa'st unto the 
fathers 'by the prophets, Hath in these last days s'poken 
unto us by his Son." ·God spa,ke on earth through Moses, 

. He n;ow speaks from heaven throug·h Ghrist. Moses 'gave 
the law; Ghri'st gives us the .gospel. If it were dangerous 
to !brea'k the law, it is even more dangerous to spurn the 
gospel of Jesus C,hri'st. If violators of the law CQu1d not 
esca.pe punishment, much more shall not the spurners of 
the -gospel escape . .--The 'greatest· of all sins is to d,espise 
the blood' of the 'Son of God. The onloY saving gospel is 
the gospel of ,Christ. .It is called !by several names.' It 
i'scsometimes calle!i the gospel of God', Ibut that is ibecause 
it is the 'goStpel of His .son. It :is s'ometimes referred to 
as the. 'gospel of heaven. but it is the 'gospel of the heav
enly kingdom of 'Chri~t. It is 'Caned the gospel of pea-ce, 
!but it is the peace that Christ made ·through the blood 
of His Cross. 'There is but one 'gospel. Paul wrote to the 
-Galatians, "But though we, or an angel from 'heaven, 
preach any other ,gospel l,mto you tha'n that which we 
have preached unto you, let him be accursed.'" 

The Diss,olution of Judaism 

_ Now in verse twenty-six we are told that the voice that 
shook the ea,rth als'O shoo'k !both earth and 'heaven. The 
purpose of the sna!king is the ,removal 'of those things 
that are s'haken so that the things that cannot' :be shaken 
may. remain. 'This is a loose and partial quotation from 
the .prophecy of Ha'ggaL 'To get the meaning of this 
verse in our text and . the quotati'On from Haggai we 
must see the desi'gn of the apostle 'in making the quota
tion. He is enforcing ·the exhortation in th:e previous verse 
not to turn away f.rom Him that spea:kelh- from heaven. 
And he is still emphasizing the super~ority of IChristian-

ity over Judaism. He is speaking of the voice of God 
spoken on two occasions - His voice that 'shoo'k the earth 
and His voice that s'hoo'k both earth 'and heaven. Hi~ 
voice that shodk the earth was 'When Judaism was estalb
Hshed -at lSinai. "But now he hath promised, saying, Yet 
once more I 'sha'ke not the earth 'only, Ibut also heaven." 
The promise to s'hake the earth and heaven was made 
in Haggai chapter- 2 ver~es s'ix and twenty-one. The 
,promise mad.e through Haggai was fulfilled when the 
gos·pel dispensation was estrubIished. Many of the com
mentators mak.e thi's refer to the dissolution of' the ma
terial universe in the day 'Of judgment at the second 
coming of Jesus Christ when the heavens and earth shall 
pass away a:ccord'ing to II Peter chapter 3 verses ten to 
twelve. But this' !breaks the continuity of thought and> 
dis'sociates it from the context. M:atthew Henry' says' 
and I quote him, "It is hy the 'gospel from heaven that 
God> shook to 'pieces the civil and the ecclesiastical state 
of the Jewish nation and introduced the new state of the 
'church that cannot :be removed and shall never ibe changed 
for any other on earth !but shall remain till it be perfect 
in heaven." 'Mr. Pin'k reminds us that a promise always 
refers to 'something good and never to a -calamity. And 
whatever this shaking is it is called a promise. In the 
dissolution of Judaism and the estaiblishment of 'Chris
tiapity a promise o'f God ·according to Haggai was fulfill
ed. The sha'king ,of the earth had -clear reference to the 
shaking of 'Sinai. The shaking 'Of hoth 'heaven and earth 
has cl~ar reference to the dissolution of Judaism and the 

. establIshment of Christianity on mount Sion. -But iet us 
exami~e a little more dos'ely these 'Words of Ha·ggai. 
Ha;g&:al and Zecha.riah were the prophets who ul'ged the 
bUildIng of the temple 'by the ;r ewish remnant under Ezra 
and Zerublb'rubel. The work had begun but they 'had Ibeen 
~indered :by their enemies and' the work had stopped and 
It had been some time since the foundation of the :house 
of 'God ·had been Jaid. And they were excusing them- . 
selves iby saying that, The time 'is not c~me to. build the 
'~ouse of the Lord. And so Haggai rebukes them by say
Ing or 'by a:!l'king, "Is it time for you, 0 ye, to dwell in -
your cieled houses, a:nd ,this house He wa'ste 1" This 
ar{)used them to ,resume the work on the temple. In 
Ha'ggai the 'second chapter he comforts the chHdrenof 
Israel. As the wor'kadvanced on the house of 'God it 
becrume evident that it was going to be nothing in com
parisol) with the foriner temple of S'Olomon and the 
people were 'seized with fear that God had deserted them. 

. Then .. God speaks through Haggai assuring' them -that 
His Spirit ,remained among them. "For thus saith the 
DORID of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will 
S'ha'ke the :heavens, and the earth, and the !lea, and the 
dry land; And I wil1 sha!ke all nations, and the desire of 
all nations shaH 'come: and I will fill this house with 
,glory, saith the 'DORD o'f hosts. The 'gl'Ory of this latter 
house shall be greater than of the for-mer, saith the LORD 
of hosts: and in this"place will I give peace, saith the 
LORD of hosts." And then in the twenty..:first verse, 
"'I will shake the heavens and' the earth; And I will over
throw the throne of kingdoms, and I will destroy the 
strength of the kingdoms of the heathen." So with these 
W'Ords Ha'g'gai assures the children of Israel that God 
has not deserted them. The glory of the latter house was 
to' 'be greater than the former, not in materi~l grandeur 
but because Ohrist the ld'esi,re of all nations would come 
to that house. It is true that the temple was enlarged 
and 'beautified by Herod some three hundred years later 

). 
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'but the original structure was never destroyed. This 
tern·ple was the visilble l'epresentation of Ju'da~sm and to 
this temple' the Lord. Jesus Christ actually came. Now 
the moveahles of Jud'a'ism such as' the priesthood and the 
ritual and' the 'sacrifices and the .festivals were _shaken 
and removed when Christ came and established Chris
tianity. IGod promised' through Haggai ·that He would 
shake the heavens and the earth and shake all nations 
'and overthrow the thrones o'f 'kin'g'doms and this He has 
done through Jesus Ohri'st., 'By His death on Calvary 
Christ has done away with all ty'pes and shadows and 
by the power of His 'Spirit He 'has overthrown thrones 
and kingdarns-;-.. ·Think of the victorjes of IChristianity 
over the Roman Empire in the' early centuries. 'The king
dom of Ohri~t 'ios the 'final thing, God has for this earth. 
The ,blood: of 'Christ has solved the sin question in relac 

tion to men and there is, to =be no other 'gospel unto the 
end of time: 

I'll. 
The Kingdom of Christ (28-29) 

NoW at verse twenty-ei'ght we reach the 'Conclusion of 
the Whole matter.. "Wherefore we receiving a kingdom 
w'hic'h cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we 
mar serve God acceptably with ,reverence and ,godly fear." 
Believers 'in ,Christ have re;:eived a 'kingdom. We received 
this kingdom when we received, Jesus IChrist ·as' our 
Saviour and Lord. Christ is 'a king and a king must have 
a kingdom .. 'But His k~ngdom is not of this world (John 
18 :,36).' Hi'S kingdom is a spir'itual 'kingdom. The Jews 
rejected ':Him because He would not be a political king 
and d-eliver them from Roman ,bondage. At one time He 
perceived that they would! try to take Him 1by. force and 
make a king of Him and He departed into a mountain 
alone. Ghrist's kingdom is the heavenly nation of 1 Peter 
2 nine, a purchased peopJe called out of darkness into 
His marveD,ous' light. Christianity is not a type but the 
antitype. Ohristianity is the kingdom' of IChrist. 'Some
times it is called the 'kingdom of !God and sometimes it is 
referred to as ·the kingdom of heaven ,but these tenns a're 
uSEld interchangealbly. Zechariah 9 nine predicts the 
coming of a king 'bringing saivation. "Rejoice 'greatly, 
o dau'ghter of Zion; 'shout, :0 daughter of Jerusalem: 
behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having 
salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass,and upon a colt 
the'foal of an as's ... ' and he shall .speak peace unto the 
heathen: and his dominion' shall !be from sea even to sea, 
and from the river even to the ends of the' earth." And 
in Matthew 21 five, in LU'ke 19 t:p.itty-eight and John 12 
fifteen we are told' that our Lord"s riding into Jerusalem 
on 'an ;lSS 'was the fulfilment of thi's prophecy of 
Zechariil'b..· How different was His entry as a king from 
that of earthly kings! What a contrast was His ass from 

. the ·prancin:g ho:rses and magnificent 'Chariots of earthly 

. kings! The Lord of Glory disdained such thin'gs as are 
highly esteemed among men. IThere' 'are two' kingdoms 
-in this world, the kingdarn of ISatan 'and the kingdom of 
God. Prior' to the coming of Jesus Christ, the :kingdom 
of 'God' on earth was represented by Judaism. But in 
Matthew 21 forty-three ,Christ tens the Jews 'that the 
kingdom of 'God. will be taken from thefn and given to a 
natioll-,hringing forth the fruits thereof. T:hat nation. is 
Christianity, " the N ~~ 'ICovenant community, wh'iC'h in 
![ '~ter 2 nine is caned '.'a chosen 'generation, a royal 
'prlesthood, an holy nation, a 'Peculiar ,people." lIn 'Colos
'sians 1·thirteen we read of the Father who hath delivered 
us from darkness and translated uos into the :kingdom of 

Hi'S dear ~on. According to Revelation 1 six Christ who 
loveth us and 'loosed us from ou,r sins in His own blood 
hath also' made us a kingdom of priests unto God His 
·Father. In Revelation 1 nine the "kingdom of Christ 
existed in the days 'of John and he was in it. The moral 
'Portraits of those,inthe kingdom of heaven, are found 
·in the beatitu:des. In the first one we read, "BlesRed are 
the poor in spirit: for their's is the kingdom of heaven." 
And in the eighth we read', "Blessed are they which are 
'persecuted "for ri'ghteousness' sake: for their's is the 
kingdom of heaven." :The rei'gn of Christ- has a twofold 
application. He rei'gns graciously, over His chosen people 
and He als'O reigns a's a moral' governor over the whole 
world. Mr. 'Pink 'ha's a very helpful word here. He ·says, 
and.' I quote, ''The kingdom of IChrist as it· is s'pirituitl and 
inward is ·peculiar to the elect.lbut His kingdom as it 'is 
judicial and 'outward is universal. 'The two thing's are 
distinguished 'in the secon':l, Psalm. "Yet have I set my 
king upon my holy hi11 of Zion." (v. 6). And, "As'k of me, 
and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, 
and the uttermost ,parts of the ea,rtb- for thy possession." 
(v. 8). ,Then in verse nine, "'Thou shalt. break them with 
a rod of iron; th'ou .shalt da:sh them in pieces like a 
potter's ves'se1." Ohrist is th.e king Qf saints 'and He is 
also 'king of nations. ' 'So in'carning to Christ we also come 
to ISion and 'receive a Ikingdom which cannot Ibe s'ha'ken. 
That is, we come to the New CoveI!ant community of COi3-

m~politanS", a redeemed humanity from all nations and 
tongues and ,people. Those who 'reject 'Christ remain at 
'Sinai the mount of fea,r and destruction. 

No Hope in-Keeping the Law· ' 
"For our God, is a consuming fire.'" There is no hope 

for any.body in keeping -the law for the law ·requires pe'r- . 
fectand ,continual obedience to a:ll that is written in the 
Ibook of the law. The law says it i,s not the hearers of 
the law but the doers of it that shaH ;be 'justified. The 
law commands but 'gives nothing. ISinai is a dangerous 
'place 'but the voice frarn Sion s'peaks in the sweet accents 

.'of the 'gospel of 'g,ra'Ce. The 'gospel tells us that Oh,rist 
has redeemed us from ·the curse of the law by:being made 
a curse for us. The law deman'ds'everyth'ing and gives 
nothing while the gospel gives everything for nothing. 
What a contrast between Sin'ai and 'Sion·! "'Therefore, let 
us 'have 'gra'ce, or as some render it, 'let u's be g,rateful, 
that we may serve 'Go'd acceptably with reverence 'and 
god!ly fear :'For,our God is a consuming fire." And those 
who reject the !gospel of Jesus 'Christ, will face worse 
punishment than' those who brake the law'of Moses for 
the most terrible sin of all is to despise the blood of' 
Jesus Christ. 

"Z!ion's Kinlg shlalll reigJn .:nQtoriious, 
Ali the eartlh shalll own His sway; 
He ~l~ make His kingdom glorious, 
'He Win qooeign through end!less d'ay . 
l\Ug'h't;y 'King, Thine' arm r.eveaiilllg, . 
Now Thy ,gl~ri'ous cause madntain. , . . ----------------~-----------~-~ MY COVENANT . . . DOLLAR-A-MONTH CLUB 

Desiring to have a vital part in ,the work of the furtherance 
of the Gospel, I hereby pledge One Dollar per mOlllth, to be 
applied to the Church Extension Loan Fund of The' Conserva
tive Regular Baptist Association of Canada. This m~y 'will 
be loaned out to deserving causes to assist in the erection of 
,suitable ,places of wors'hip. (Matt. 28':19, 20). . 

Name .. , ... , ........ ~ .. , ....................... , ........................ , ...... : ... , .......................... . 

Addll'ess .... , ... , ............. , ...... : .................... : ........................ ,.: .. ::: ....... : ..... , ....... . 

\ 

1 

1 
j 
, 

1 



I. 

t 

, 

November 17, 1955 THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE (495) 15 . . 
o 

, . . 
UBALDO - A ~OUTH AMERIG,t\.N BOY 

Ubaldo -was a litUe fellow rubout five years old when 
his father' called me as:ide one sunny morning at the 
beginning of the school term. He was a policeman and 
having just helped some of the "chi'COs" of th~ Escuela 
Evangelica (evangelical school) to 'get 'safely across the 
street, turning to me he remarked, ''1J want ~y little boy, 
Ubaldo, to go to your schoo!." This was quite a surprise 
because he had never shown 'any interest in the G<I&pe!. 

· Also our Ii ttle mission school i-s mainly for the children 
of tfue believers who find it difficult to attend the public 
schools since' those who fail to attend. Mass on ISunday 
are beaten regularly on Mondlly. Thinking that perhaps 
he didn't unilerstand, I eX1plained that his son was young, 
school had :already started, classes 'were full, an~ above all 
the 'Bible was taught daily. He still -insisted, saying he 
had watched ·tfue children as they. passe!i' him on the street, 
and being pleased with their actions wanted Ubaldo to 
"·gO to our school". 

After much persistence, room was made for Ubaldo. 
We wondered' if he would s'oon drop out. But he fooled 
us. He went to the top of his 'group, and above all, in 
a few short weeks came to-know the Lord Jesus Christ 
~s 'his pE!Psonal ISaviour, making a definite public con
fession' of his ·faith. Naturally his little life was changed, 
to, the exten.t that his father called me aside again. "I. 
don't 'know how to eX!plain it," he said, "'but Ubaldo is 
different. Formerly we had to plinish him to ma·ke him 
do things a·round the 'house, !but now he does them without 
even !being told." 

His mother, on the other hand, 'became ·pertur.bed and 
demanded of her huSband that- Ubaldo· be ta'ken out 'of 
sC'hool. Little ·UlbaIdo ,realized that he would have to do 
ashe was told, but made a last try, telling Ibis mother 
th'at he li'ked· the -school, the teachers, his studies and all 
of his school mates. "Mother, ·come with me just Olice 
to Sunday School 'and meet some of them before you make 
me stop." His 'mother met the :bargain - she'd attend the 
Sunday :School, ibut then he'd have to leave the s'choo!' 

-Ubaldo was fairly confident, and smilingly led 'his mother 
to the servi<!'e. ,She fou'nd that 'she liked it, and a few 
'days later sent her husband to buy a !hymn book, and in 
a short time bou'g'ht herself 'a ,Bible. In the cou.rse of a 
few more weeks she, too, came to know the joys of redemp
tion in accepting IOhrist as her. all·sufficient Saviour. 

'The father stopped 'me more often-from then on to tell 
me not only of the improvements in his son, hut how 
happy his wife 'Was as well. 'She wanted him to attend 
the serviceS, but he confided, "I'm scared I'll lose my job 

· on the traffic force 'if I'm seen at the Mission.", After a 
· few months of 'Persuasion, he finally agreed to attend a 
meeting if he were met at the corner and accompanied. 
At the appointed time he was there, but he had left hi-s 

Ibadge and cap and anything else that would identify him 
in the corner store. We slipped down the dark side of the 
street, and then sat behind a post. He was miserable but 
.satisfied, and promised to come hack The next week the 
operation was repeated. The third week he came alone. 
Shortly ·he was 'standing at th~ door to welcome others. 
Since he foun!d rest and peace through his faith in the 
shed blood of our Saviour Jesus Ohriost, he didn't care who 
saw him .. 

Just !before leaving for our furlough, we snapped their' 
pictu.re. "Why," he asked, "do you want it?" I was glad 
to ex·plain it was to show to friends at home Who had been 
praying for them and other new believers in-Christ - to 
show them the fruits of their labor, so they might pray 
more intemgently. He responded I would need to take 
another 'Pic~u're ,because two of 'his sisters-in-law had also 
accepted Ohrist as their Saviour. 'Since Ibeing home, we 
have received two notes 'COncerning them. One stated 
that the 'grandmother and. another sister had also received 
·thei·r !Saviour. "r.he other tells of a !brother of the police
man who came to visit and was so taken by the testimony 
of Ulbaldo and the whole family tha.t he requested'some-

. one to' 'go back to -his town to tell them the Good' News 
of ·Salvation. 

-G.J.H. of the Latin American Mission 

NUN APPEALS TO POPE - COURT REJECTS 
CLAIM 

London, Nov. 15 - (UP) - A penniless mm planned today 
to appeal to the Pope against a British court's rejection of 
her claim for damages from her Mo~her Superior and a 
nursing home on the ground they falsely iQlprisoned her. 

Sister Priscilla, 57, whose real name is Margaret McCann, 
said she had twice written Pope Pius XII, but "I don't know 
if my letters ever got there. . 

"This time I shall try to arran·ge. for th'e appeal to be taken 
to him pel'SOlllally by a priest," she said. "I will go on' fight-
ing." . 

The suit is believed to be the first ease in which a nun 
has brought an action in an English court. 

Sister Priscilla charged that she had been (assaulted and 
imprisoned by Mother Plauscidus, local superior of the Order 
of the Poor 'Sisters of Nazareth at Hammersmith. She further 
charged she was imprisoned and assaulted at St. Joseph's 
Nursing Home, whose trustees include Bernard Cardinal 
Griffin, Catholic primate of England. . 

Th'e jury rejected all tlie charges. . 
-Toronto Star, Novem1ber 15, 1955. 

VAGUE AND FALTERING PREACHING 
A Christianity which does not !begin with the proclama

tion of oforgivenes's is impotent. Again, a Christianity 
which does not base forgiveness on Christ's osa-crifice :is 
impotent, also. The history of the IChurch shows that 
preaOhers and teachers and churches' that do not know 
what to say when a poor soul comes to them an!d asks, 
"What must I -do to be ·saved·?" are of no use, or next 
to none. The man, in ·whom the devi.Is are, says ,to such 
maimed representations of the Go&pel, "Jesu& I !know, 
and Paul '1 lkriow, but who ·a·re ye ?" and' -leaps upon them, 
and overcomes them. The whole eX'perience 'of the past 
demonstrates that. And so one laments the' va'gueness 
and the faltering in proclaiming th:is truth so. common 
in this day. ·Breth·ren, I, for my ·pa.rt, believe that the 
only type of Christianity which will win men's hearts is 
that modelled on the pattern 'of the New Testament teach
ing 'which begi~'s 'with- the fact of sIn, and, having dealt 
with that, then ·goes on to .bestow all other !blessings. 

-ALEXANDER ·MACLAREN 

, , 
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Bible School Lesson Outline 
, V'OI. 19 F'Ourth Quarter Less'On 9 N'Ovember 27, 1955 

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (T'Or.) 

THE BELIEVER'S EXA>M,PLE , 
Less'On Text: PhH'i!ppians 2:1-16. , 
G'Olden Text: '~Let ,th!i:s mind be in you, willicl1 'was abo in 

:Christ. Jesus'."-Flhll'1ppians 2:'5. 
Intr'Oduction t'O the Epistle: 

'Dbe 'Epist,le of P.aull to tHe PhHippia.n.ls, aD.on!g 'W'i.,th Ephesians 
and' 'Colos'sians, beloIllgs to Ijjhe group ca:l'led P,r'ison Epistles, 
which were written from Rome about 64 A.D. during'Ms first 
imprisonment. The Aposlt1le ~oolked' upon tJhe ibe'lievel"s in 
Ph1'lilppOi iW.ftlh Igreat :affeCtion, for :the LoM ihad used /him 
milghti;liy in 'tiheir midst, ,a,nld! on 'their part, l!Jhey had entered' 
with him into many 'e~erien!ces <if joy and sorrow, 8iS to
gether itlhey had ~~alboured in the Gospell. 

'Dh.e 'ancient ci,ty of PlhHi.pPi., si.tua:ted in IM'aJCedloIllia on the 
Thracian bor!ier, was founded ahout 350 R'C. :and named !by 
PhiHp d:f l\face'd'on, 1'Jhe father of AleXiand'er the Great. It 
was a strong :m'H:i.tary centre iWfhen Mace'd'on 'Was casp,tur!)d by 
the Romans, who established d,t 'as :a Roman 'CoIony. PihHippi 
was the first 'pl'ace .in Europe 'to receive the Gospel mes'sage 
t'hrouglh ,the Alpostle 'Paul, and tlhe blessinlg which accom
pa,nied Ihis 'lllinilstry 1'Jhere must have elllCoura:ged him to con
tinued, oibedience to <the !Hol'Y Sp'irit ('Ax;ts 16k The present 
si,te stiH ,bears" the nlame of PhHipipi, aJIthoug'li the andent 
c~ty Hes lin rums. 

'J.lhis 'Epi-stle is caned· the Epistle of J·oy. In spite of the 
ad-vers'e c'i.rcumSitances· of the Apostle',s oaptivlty, the letter 
is pervaded ,by 131 Slpirit of fai'th, 'courage and triumph. It 

. is also a,n Epistle CYf ·Love. It 'Was not written ,to correct 
any erro'rs i.n d'oCltrine 'Or con.ld'uet, IbUlt rabher .to exhort the 
believel"s to Hve in! a manner befittiIllg their OhriSl1lian pro
fession 'and experience, 'as tJhey 'had IR'lreadiy Ibeen doiIllg. Read 
the E)pi'stle carelfuUy and' prayerfully. 
Analysis 'Of t'he Epistle: 

I. Lilfe in Christ: dha;pter 1.' . I 

II. Perifection in Ohrist: chapter 2. 
III. 'HOtpe in Chris't: ohrupter 3. 
IV. Peace in IOhr'ist: dralpter 4. 

. I. The Example of Humility Given: vemes 1-11. 
'Tru!! unity of soul .aln'<!ng believers· is 'Possible only whe~ 

there IS ~ove, undel'lStand-mg 'and s~thy; where there IS 
heaven~y 'Conso,1ation in. Chris't· (2 .cor. 1:3-(i), comfort in 
ea;r1'Jhl!y rove (200r. 7:6, 7), fel100wship in! !the Sip'i·rj.t (2 (::or. 
13:14), compaSJSoion la,nij tenderness. .comrpl'ete un'ifol"mity is 
not 'P0ssilb'le or deeirable, since ,fue Lord ihas mad'e each 
indtv:i'<iual to d'iffer from Ih!ios feHows, Ibu't !hanmony of mind 
and, spirit 'is 'gtorious'ly possible for <those who 'are one in 
Christ.Jesus (1 100r. 12: 1,2; Eph. 4:1-6). 

Where such loving unlity albound!s ,there wi'l~ ibe no bitter 
hatred:, riva:ll!'ly or sellfish contenJtlion, ibut o8Il~ 'thi1lJgs iWil'l :be 
done in Ithe spirit' of /humiHty 'a,nd sell'f-sacrifice, wilih due 
regard: 'to 'the ,good of 'Othel'lS (~om. 12:10-16; 15:2). 

'SuICh ihumiol,ity fdnds !ills only perif'eJCt eXemlpi1!f.ioae.ion in .the 
Lord Je'sus IChrist, :the ISon of God, especi:a:Jly,in His incarna
tion and IRis vicarious deaWh. A~th'Oulg1h ex:istJinlg f,rom aU 
e~ern;j,ty 'M. God (Jo/hn 1.:1, 2; 17;-5;.001. 1:1~; !Heb. 1:3), He 
d'ld. ~ot ilftnnk Ithalt the ihJiIg'h assocIal11ons of Il:bs Deity were to 

, be tFgthtl'y 'gl'la:Slped (John 5:18; 10:3'3), out He lWas wiUing to 
come to ear1'Jh as' lMan (John 10:15-18; Heb. 9:14, 26-28; 10:7), 
emptyinlg !H'imself of 1fi1e 1raJbilime!llts of glory 'and Deity, 
althouglh there never was a time 'wihen He cealSed to be God. 
He 'stodped to become Ithe ,sufferi1lJg 'Servant of Je'hova'h 
taik'ioIlJg 'Ulpon Hri-mael!!' :the lIkeness of human lfiesh, 'being !bon: 
of a woman (!Rom. 8:;3; Ga:1. 4:4; Heb. 2:16-18). Ohrist was 
born to d~e (lHeb. 2:14), and a'lrfuoug1h sin~es'S .in Hims~1f 
bore our sin'S in IHis 'Own bodly on the tree (2 ICor. 5:21! 
Heb. 9:28; 1 Pet. '2:21-24), 'be'comin!g the otbedielllt, 'silent and 
sufferiIllg Lam!b of' 'God (iSla. 53). On ilihe cross {He died the 
Just for fue ~njuSit, Ithat He m~ght 'bring us to' God (1 'Pet. 
3:18). UIlIbe11evers may 'Consen:t to count Christ laS their 
Ex'ample,and !His life .is h~1d Ito be suclh (1 Cor. 1'1:1; Epih. 
5:1; 1 Pet. 2:21), but He IS muc'h more than our· Exampl:e' 
He i·s our S,a'Viour and our God'! .' 

... 

o 

For IOhrist and for His fo.l'lowel's 1'Jhe !paiih o'f. Buffering ~eads 
to 'the Itlhrone of 'g'lory; 8!flter 1Jhe cross comes the crOlWn ,(,Luke 
24:26; lHeb. 2:9): God, ~o firstIaid upon Christ the iIlliquity 
of, us :aU, a15terward ihonou·red His' !beloved 'Son (Acts '5 :30, 31). 
The .naime of IClhr'ist Jesus i'S emlted !h:i.lg'h IaJbove that of 
anlgels or men ('Eplh. 1:21; Heb. 1:4); 'at fue mention olf His 
name aU the iIllhaJbitants o!f earltih and heaven must ulbimate-ly 
bow (I'sa. 45:23), 'Vdluntari~y as to '1ihei,r Redeemer·and ISaviour 
(Rev. 5:1'1-14), or in'Voluntarilly laS to their Lord and'Judge 
(-Rev. 20:11-1'5). ' 
II. The Example 'Of Humility F'Ollowed: verses 12-16. 

The ihumHity ,CYf the ISavillour a,nd! His ex~ltation Offer en
couragement to :tJhose willo wou'ld' follow in His steps. lHawng 
tiliis 'in mind, Itlhe' 'PMloj,ppiaIIJS wdl~ more ~ikely collitinue stead- . 

. fastly :in the Ohr'i'stian IMtfe, walkin1g dn: OIbedJiemie to the wiH 
of bhe 'Lord, as revealed in ,the life of Ohxist·and !His Word. 
The Apostle 1W'i.-l~ Ibealbsenlt 'fl"OOn 'tihem, ibut bhe Saviour wi~~ 
a:lways 'be !present. . 

Wilth earneSit 'and Itremlblinlg anxiety iest iihey 'Sihould in 
any. way ibrlinlg relproach 'Ulpon the sacred name they ibear, -let 
'the 'Christi'ans c'ultivate the'ir own 'spiritual l;ives, no't !in their 

· own s"treng'tJh, ibut energ'ized 'by l\ihe p'Ower of ttihe Holy :Spirit, 
· the saJrne Hol'Y ISpirit who imparted· to them thJa:t regenerated 
nailu·re (,2 Pet. 1:1-12). Let 'Him have His way and' !He W;,q~ 
iIllSlpire Ithem Ito demre ltlhe wii'H CYf 'God,a,nd Wil'! empolWer ·them 
·to d'o it (~om. 7:1'8; 1 Cor. 1'5:10; Phil. 4:13; Heb. 1'3:20; 21). 
This verse (!Verse 1,2) IS somemmes mistak:i.ng'ly inteIlPreted 
as teae'hin!g 1lhat 'a man :can !be saved by Ihis own efforts 
whiich ,would be c01lltraT'Y totihe pLain te'8JCh'ing CYf .Scripltur~ 
(Ep'h. 2:4-;1.0; Jas. 1:18).· , 
, If '~e Phil!ilpp~ans fQ'llow 'the ex'a~pleof iiheir fLord, 1ih~, 

too, wllillbe !humJb!J.e ibefore God and' wdl nm. comploain murmur 
01: re!be'l':a;gai!l's~ His dealings with t!t~ (1 Cor. 10:10), 'but 
wIH he subml's'slve and trus'tffiul. ·'11his lIS more impol'itan't lin 
vie!W 'Of ,the 'sin ·an~ cOrI"Ulpbion of ,the world. As IChrist is 

· the, liglht of ~e world (Jdhn 1:4, 9; 8;12; 9:5), so does He 
deSIre 'l'inat \HIS foHoweI"S Should shine as ~uminal"ies in a 
dlar:k 'world (!Matt. 5:14-16; 1 Pet. 2:'12), ito ibe just in the 
midst of a:lI its crooked-ne'SiS' (Acts 2:40), 'and' :to be oIbedient 
in tJhe midSit of 311'1 ilts perverseness' (2 Toim. '3:1-13; 4:3, 4). 
The 'L'Ord wd1'l supply the oJi!gh:t, 'lbut He asks His d~S'c'i.pIl.es Ito 
be 'as la:mps·ta:nds to Iho~d o1Jhe Hlgihta:loft (Rev. 2:5). fl'ihe 
W'Ord of God' ,~s iboth loi'glht 'and''l.:rfe ('Psa. 119:J.05; J'O'hn 6:'63). 
. Ilf ,the Plhi'lilppians sih:ou~d oonle.inue s·tead!fa:stt in the faith 
they would hea Cl"own of rejoicing Ito tihe .Apostle in fu'at day 
willen He wou'ld !present them to the Lord as tropMes of His 
'g~ace (ICOl, 1:28; 1 These. 2:19, 20). Their Uves wouId 
wItne~s Ito, ~he Ifact 1Jhat 'his testilrnooy amon!g 1Jhem !hald not 
been ~D' vam'. 

Daily Bible 'Readings 
Nov. 21-'Example ~n M'eekne'Ss ............................ M'a;tit. 11:25-30 
Nov. 22-<Examrp'le In HumiLity ................................ J'ohn 13:1-20 
Nov: 23---Exarnlp1e in~L'Ove ........................ Eph. 4:25-32; 5:1 2 
Nov. 24--Ex·ample in Obe'd~ence ............................ 1 Pet. 3:15~22 
Nov. 25-Example d.n'Sufferi·n'g .............................. 1 Pet. 2:21-25 
Nov. 2'6---Exa:mp'le 'for iihe Believer-Priest .............. Reb. 5:1-10 
Nov. 27-Example for the BeHever's Fadt'h 

Heb. 11:3'2-40; 12:1-3 
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