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"FOLLOWERS OF THE PRINCE OF PEACE"! 

C()mmunist Clergy to Visit Canada 

As Guests 'of th.e United Church! " 
'THE Ecumenical Press Service bulletin of Odober 26 

carries an item that should be of interest and, con
cern to all Canadians. It tells of the coming visit to our 

'cou.ntry of two Russian Orthodox (,hurchmen from the 
Soviet. ' 

Canada:-Orthodox Metropolitan Nikolai of Krutitsy and 
Kolomma in the U.S.S.R. will come to Canada m Novem
ber at the i~vitati,on of the United Church. of Canada. 

Dr. Ernest E, ·Long, secretary of the United Church's 
General 'Council, said the Metropolitan will be accom
panied by Archbishop Paladius and two secretaries. '1;'he 
trip, he added, will mark the first viJSIt of 'high-ranking 
Russian 'Orthodox officials to Canada in more th'an 25 
years. "They are coming prim~rily as churchmen. repre
senting o~e, of the largest and historic Christilllll bodies in 
the world," Dr. 'Long said. "We in the Ohurch of Canada 
believe in the spirit of the unity and we are sure that this 
visit will strengthen understanding and the ties of friend
ship between us. While here, they will also discuss with 
us what we, as fellow Christians, can do to promote inter
national understanding and goodwill as followers of the 
Prmce of Peace." 
This visit is ibound to raise some questions for not all 

Canadians wi'll share the enthusiasm of the General 
Secretary of the United Church's Council. Whi'le we 
do not have much sympathy for those who continually 
ride an anti-'Communist bandwa·gon and find Reds in 
every corner, at the same time, we cannot help :but won
der if these Russian C'hurchmen can :be 'anything else 'but 
the pawns of the Soviet government? We doubt if-they 
could ever have achieved their present positions if they 

" differed from the Red masters. If such is the case, we 
are sorry to learn that Canadiari churchmen are so devoid 
of 'a social cOIiscience as to receive' those I who are' the 
partners. 'wittingly or unwittingly, of murderers,. Dr. 
Mutchmore. w,ho is convenor of the United Church's com
mittee on evangelism and social action is ve,z:y vociferous 
in protesting t~e faults of our Canadian society; let us 
hear him exercise himse'lf in viewing this visit in the 
'light of Russia's record of relfg,ioU's persec:;ution. 

'Some will object because these men a·re even aPowed 
to visit our country. ~or ourselves, we do not object, to 
trade delegations, rel'igious'delegations and other govern
mental parties visiting this great land pro'll'ided they co'm.e. 
by their own request. N or would we seek to for-bid any 
Canadian' 'g,rollp, from' inviting them. The point at' issue 
here, however, is that the United Church of Canada has 
invited these servants of the state to visit Canada. Any 
criticism S'hould !be levelled not at th.e RusRians. not at 
our 'Canadian government 'but at the United ;Chur~h. 
Tha,t Church surely i's !doing no Positive service to the 
gospel of Jesus Christ iby extendi-n'g an. invitation to the 
enemies of the 'gospel to come as guests to speak to the 
Canadian ehurches. 

Of even more importan'ce is the fact that these men 
who represent a semi-Romanist church that is chiefly 
noted for 'its .decadence and spiritual bankruptcy are to 
be embraced as brothers by Protestanfs,so called. _ In 
s'hort, their present dead state and Romish practices are 
to be condoned. 'Let others act and speak 'as they may'
for us we do not, welcome them nor do we have any 
spir-itual 'affinity with thei,r Church. 
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"YOUR DOLLAR ERECTS CHURCHES!" 

THE newly-formed DolIar-A~Month tClub seems. to have 
captured the ima'ginations of Chri'stians for each 

'day's maH brings news of. new members and .enthusiasUc 
comments from nearly. every :province of the .Dominion 
and even from the United! States. It is our firm convic-, 
tion that the DoHar-A-Month tClutb will proville the 

. answer to a real need .. 
( . TIlt! Problem' 

Anyone' who' is a:t all' conversant with' the religious 
situation in ·Canada wiIi read-ily ·g.rant that there is a 
crying neeo. for 'sou:pd' gospel·churches in every ci~y, town 
and viHa·ge of thi~ land. M'odernism, Romanism and· in- ' 
difference·have made such inro~ds that We .face a genera
tion w1:1:ich has been_ denie'q the, 'gospel o'f Jesus Christ. 
If ,permanent gains are· to ,be mad·e and a 'lasting work 
hegun, churches must -be estatbiished. 'Toronto Ba,ptist 
Semina·ry is fortunate in having a group of zealous young 
men who are dedicated to the Lord-. The Conservative 
Regular Baptist Association of tCanada IS prepaied to 

'support these .men a'8,. they go out to preach Christ. 
Further-more, the Association .is committed to a, program 
'of establis'hing vi'gorous New Testament' churches in the' 
g.rowii;l'g centre!?" of this country~ Those who are ac
quaint~d with building costs' are aware of the fact that 
priees for Ia/Pour, IpateriaJ' and suitruble lots are' nearly· 
pro'hibitive. Where are th~se con.se·crated yOU}lg men to 
iu'rp. for financial 'help in ·the w~l'~ of erecting :bu.ildings? 

The Answer 
I The Dollar-A-Month Club is th~ answer! Many people 

giving only a small sum will create a c'hurch edifice loan. 
fund .of considerable proportions .. Our aim i$ 1,000 mem.
bers. Think what that wouJodo mean! One thousand people 
giving a ao'lIai- per month would contritDute twelve thou" 
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sanddollars'in one year. No one will mis's' such a smaIl SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET 
sum (.less than four cents Per day!). Y~t, ,in a real sense-' !Dr. 'Slade returned on S~turday evening ;from the 
"rour do(lar erects churches!:' . Fourteenth Annual ConventIon 6f the American tCouncil. 

, . . M~ney To Be Loaned' of. O~ri'stia:n. Churelles whic'h. ,wall' held 'fn ·'Gran'd· Rapids, 
. , . '" . . MIchIgan. On iSunday.mornmg he pre~ched on tt'he, sub-

!The ~ew ch~urc'~es WhICH: apply for money ~rom 'thIS 'ject, "C-hristianGrowth"." At the conclusion of the mes
fun.d WIll receIve It 'as a .lo~n rather t?an a ·gIft. When sage one lady res'Ponded to the invitation. 
theIr churches are estabhshed, they wIll repay the . 'loan. _. . ., 
In t'his'way each single aol1a'r ,will he used over and over In th~ evenm~ .J?r. ,Cole prea~hed- on the ~utb~ect, ~od IS 

a'gain and will he the means of blessing to scores of sorils. CompetItors. 1?urmg: the sez:v!ce a la.dy was- :ba~.tJzed. 

How To Join 
. At the conclUSIOn of the evenIng 'servIce the_.ordmance 

. of the Lord'S'ISupper was OIbServed. Two' persons united 
with the church at this time.. . tAlready numbers of. GOSPEL WITNESS readers have 

joined the Dollar-A-Month. Club. We feel certain that 
many more wi'll want to join. 'Simpiy fill out the form at Rejoice! for Heaven awaits us, and all the Lot!i'·s fam-

.. the !bottom and mail to The D'ollar-a~Month -Cluh, 130 By! The man-sion is' ready.; 'the crown is :made; the harp 
Gerrard St. E., Toronto ·2, Ontario. You' will. receiye -is strung; there' are no wiHows there. May we he 
regular mon~hly envelopes in which to forward· your . enabled to. go on, brave as lions; ·and valiant for -t~e trutl) 
contribution. and cause of King Jesus, 'and by -the :help of tl!e Spirit, 
________________ . ________________ . vow eternal warfa·re with every sin, and ,rest not until 

• I ;. the 'Sword of the 'Spirit -has destroyed all the enemies in 
MY COvENANT ". DOLLAR'-A-MONTH CLUB our 'hearts! May we be en'abled to trust the Lord, for 

Desiring to have ~ vital part in ihe' work of the' furtherance He will help .us; we must conquer; we cannot be lost: 
of the Gospel, I hereby pledge One Dollar per month·, to be . Lost! Impossi:b1e! For who is aib'le to 'snatch us out of 

. applied to' th~ Church Extension Loan Fund of The Conserva- our F·ather's hand 1-
tive Regular Baptist Association of Canada. This money w~lI :. -lCHARLES H: SPURGEON 
be loaned out to deserving causes to assist in the erection of 
suitable places of worship. (-Matt. 28:19, 20). ' 

Name ...................................................................... : .. """ ... """,, ... ,,."\.,, ... . 

Addtres's ............ , ...... , ........... , ... , .. ,",." .......... , .... , ... ",."".,,, ......... ,., ... ,,, .... , .. , .. 

I feel. persuaded' ,that I shall never fathom the depths 
of my own natu-ral d'epravity, nor elimb to the tops of . 
the ,mountains of God~s eternal love.. ' 

...,....cHARLES H. SPURGEON 
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Revival of, :Oorniant Ta,lents' 
A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields 

·.(EIGHTH IN·A SERIES ON REVIVA~S OF THE -BIBLE) . 

Delivered' in iarvis ,Street ';Saptist' Church, Toro~t~, .Thursday Evening,' n~cember ~6t~, 1929 
. (Stenographicai'ly Reported) 

M'8Itbhew 25:14-30 

I SHOU~D iike to direct your. 'attention chiefly to these ·gress in the ·divine life, putting off -the old man, and 
words, "Enter thou into ·the joy of thy lord"; ;but in ,putting on the new. As it was in -the case of the houses. 

order to' have 'so~e unders-tandin'g of the"ir significance' ot 'Saul and David, the old'man ·shouI4.!be waxing wea'ker 
we must at least 'gIance·atthe·paraob'le as a w~ole. We' and weaker, and the. new man stronger 'and stron:ger.· 
are' most of us', .naturally,extremists, and are disposed There' ought to be observable 'iIi us an increal?ing con.
to'view things out of their proper relation and due pro- formity to the li-keness of Jesus ~Christ.:" We ought to.be 
p()rliion. When one doctrine of the -Scripture. ha,s been getting more and more like our Lord, with each passmg 
magnified 'at the e:&pense of another, there is inva·ria:bly . year. 
a tendency -to rea'ct from the aspect of' tru~h Which has Th'at aspect of truth is' very clearly set forth, in th~ 
been distorted, and perhaJps almost entirely to neglect it; . ,Scriptures. A '¥ery large place is 'gjven to that teaching. , . 
and because Some oUier aspect of truth has been neglected Beea'use salvation is the ,free gift of gr~ce, we are in 
we are in danger sometimes of'laying a dioSlproportionate d'ang~r of forgetting the great princi.ple embeddoed' in 
emphasis upon that to the neglect of something else. When this paraJble, that we 'have :been caned into this relation-

· one .views ,trqth 'thus. :out of' relation there i·s danger of ,ship, an:d made servants of God:, in, or.der that, Iby the 
JaIling into very serious error. exercise of the gifts He has given us, we should develop 

It is. possible fo1,'- 'one to see the great doctrines of 
grace, to 'b~ so ~namoured, ot the ,princfplesof grace, and 
to 'be so emphatic, in ·their presentiation, as utterly to 
neglect that which. is equally ,revealed in the Word of 
God, that. WE ARE EACH RESPONSmLE FOR OUR OWN AC-

· TioNS,',AND THAT wE MUST GIVE ACCOUNT·FOR THE DEEDS 
DONE. IN THE BODY. - We cannot be :toofi-rmly es,tabHshed 
in ·the 'great !undamenta:ls' of the ·gospel of evan'gelical 

· Christianity, -that salvation, in the sense of forgiveness 
·of ,sins and de'liverance from the consequence of' out 
wrong-doing, is 'wholly, exclu,sively - to use the strong
est of all.wor,d's, 'aJbsolutely ~ of grace. In other ,words, 
it is an act of God from be'ginning to end. 
- Gra'Ce has' prepar~d our salvation for us :by the coming 

of tChrist in~o the world, 'and by ,the atonement whieh He 
has effected in our 'behalf. It is grace which has 'given 
us the Book itself containing the message of 1ife. It 'is 
'by the operation of divine ~race the Spirit has quickened 
us, hl'inging u:s to repentance and faith. Weare indeed 
be&:otten 'by ,the. H01y Ghost, we are horn again, we are 
made new creatures in 'Christ; ·and it is.entirely the work 
of God, so ~h'at there is . left no room whatever for us' to 
'boast. But we must remember that the Christian life is 
one of p:rogress, o,f deveiopment, of unceasing growth; that 
c0!lverslOn, ,the· reception of Christ :by faith, the quick
enmg. of .~he 'sou·~ tha·t by nature was dead in trespasses 

·and sms mto a state where it responds to the divine call 
'and holds cornmerce with God - all that is but the 'be
'ginning of 'God's ,purpose of ·grace in us. We thus a·re 
~made, .by divine power., :babes in Christ, and thencefor
ward ,we a·re to grow up,into Him Who i's our Head, in 
'all things, year' 'by year, month by month, week by week, 
and even day by d~y. We ought to m~ke uncea,s'ing pro-

an ever-~nla'rgin:g capacity to receive :that 'which He de,. 
sires to 'bestow upon us. If we had no other motive than 
grace itf!e"lf, that is a most powerful incentive, to 'hOly 
living, and to faithful service. The fact that we ar.e. 
saved ,b~~grace, that we are what we' are !by an act of 
:God, 'and have Ibeen ,brought into tl),i's. living 'and lovin:g 
'and everlasting relationship by His soverei'gn win, puts 
us under a debt which we can never pay; and s'imple' 
'g.ratitude itself ought to mpve us to end-eavour to do His 
ho'ly wiiI, and to make that thesupr~me end of life. 

,God 'has given us something else to' help us in. our 
,Chris-tian IHe.· He has ta:ught us in His word that 'while 
our introdU'ction into'the divine JamiIy and our place ip. 
-the hQuseho'ld of faith are Wlholly of 'grace, 'being there, 
we :become not only sons, but servants. We are given a 
tas'k to do; and· for the faithful perfo'rmance .of that duty 
·God will at las't pay us good wages .. ' He will at 'last 
reward· His servants as they deserve. 

lLet i-t Ibe perfectly clear in' ou,r mind'S that, bein'g in 
,the family 'Of God, if we are really His, we can never 
be out of it. I hav~ often said to the young .christian', 
"You do not rememlber when,. physically, you learned to 
walk; Ibut I expect· you were like any other 'little chiid: 
in the, process you had a good many tum'bles. But you 
ai-ways tumbled in the family; you never tumbled out of 
it, for you were ju'st 'as mU'ch the son of your father 'and 
mother when you were prone upon the ··ground. and per
,haps even in .the 'mu'd, as you were when standing upri'ght . 
on your feet.", We have our troubles, but we are in the 
f~mily,. and we are His servants and His 'Sons; and" if 
such, we can never ,be oth'erwise than that, by His eternal 
decree. . 

But "the 'kingdom of heaven is "as a man tra,veUing into 
a ·far country." How f'ar was it? I tli'in1c the text.i'S 
suogges,th·e, at leas't, of the idea that it would talke hiin 
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some time to go and return.· He "catled -his own servants, 
and delivered unto them 'his ,goods. And unto one he 'gave 
five talents. to another two, and, to another one; to every 
'm'an accord'ing to his several ability". Then he went 
away leaving: them to make the best'possihle use of thei·r 
'endowment. 

[ know ·this' is Ii commonplace; and yet commonplaces, 
if reduced to practice, issue· in the most uncommon ex
periences very often. It certainly means, 'so far as we 
who are Chris,tians -here this evening· are concerned, that 
we all of us 'have some divine endowment, some trust com
mitted to our care, some particular piece of ·se·rvice which 
we are 'commis'sioned to render, sOme. duty we are re
quired to do 'as 'Christians. Weare none of us called 
to inactivity, to mere idleness, to a Hfe of ease and .stag
nation; liut we are called everyone to a life of strenu
oll's endeavour. The 'grace of God -pil·ts no premium upon 
human inactivity, and certainly not upon human indo
lence. Weare required 'to lbe active, and to 'be a:bout our 
Master's business. 

II". 
LET 'US RECOGNISE THE FACT, TOO, THAT 'ALL MEN ARE 

NOT SIMILARLY ENDOWED. There is 'a statement in the 
American Declaration of Independence to the effect that 
all men are :born equa~.The only trQ.uble with that is 
that it is' aibsolutely untrue! It never was true; it never 
wil1 'be true. 'Men are equal in the sense, of course, that 
all 'have 'certain :inalienable human rights, but all men are 
'not equally endowed. ' 

You have but to study the members of one family, and 
you'will find that there is a wide difference between their 
abilities. Weare not equally endo·wed. Some have five 
talents, some have two,' and some have on~; but. 'all have 
something. That is the important thing. I know we should 
all H'ke to have five talents, we should all Ii'ke' to occupy 
positions of importance, and to have 'set for 'Us a task that 
would require real'aibiHty for its accomplishment -and 
sometimes we may :be in danger of over-estimating our 
rubi)ities. ' 

I knew a ma~ once whose great strength consisted jn 
a very accurate knowledge of his limitations. There 
were certain thing·s 'lhe' knew he could do, 'and if he were 
as'k~ to 'do one 'of those things he had no hesitation in 
a;g·suming the task because he believed 'he had power to 
accomplish it. But if one as-ked, him to do something else 
he would say, "Please do not ask me to do that. I have 
a little abiIi-ty. I know I can do 'some things; but there 
are some things that are entirely ,beyond me. Please do 
not think I am shrinking, hut I :know that that particula.r 

. task is beyopd my competence; and it would be useles!l 
for me. to attempt it." It is an element of strength in 
any man if he knows that he has one or two talents, 'and 
not five., Only let us ,be sure we have something, and that 
we ma'ke proper use of what we ha:ve. 

~ow foolish it is for anyone to' envy another! This 
master gave to his servants according to "their several 
ability". Each had a' natural capacity, 'a natural a·pti
tude, for certa'in things, and this wise master :knew just 
what each could be trusted with. He did not give the man 
of ·but small capacity the five talents: 'he g·ave him only 
one. But the man who was equal to the tas'k was -given 
five :talents to invest in his master's interest. It is folly 
for the eye to s'ay to the ear, "II have no need of thee':; 
or. for the foot to say, to the hand, "I have no need of 
you" .. There is no Schism in the body, for God has tem-

,pered the body together so. that there should be given the 
more abundant honour to that part which lacketh. 

The evolutionists tell us that we have certain "vesttgal 
remains", vestiges of that early 'animal existence!. There 
was 'a time when some surgeons were very busy looking 
for vestigal remains, and cutting them 'out - and. send
ing us a bilI for relieving us a little more speedily of 
these encumbrances! I do not ,believe it for a minute. 
I believe when 'God made our 'bodies' He put into them 
just enou'gh, 'and not too mu.ch. I would ,rather lose an 
arm than my head, but I would rather not lose either, 
remaining just a's ,God made me, with all my members. 

It .is so among Go~'s people. 'There are no superfluous 
'members in the bod'Y of Christ. We ali have l!ome task 
to .perfoml. 'but it i'S of no use for us to imagine that we 
'have large ca,pacities for doing -certain things if we have 
not. I remem:ber going on the train one day with a young 
man of whom I had lost sight for a number of years. 
4fter ,t.hese years of separation, not knowing what he 
was doing or where he was, I was riding on the" train 
when I saw him 'get on the car., He came almost .running 
down the train, and ~e sai·d, "Did you hear? I have got 
my B.A.!" He did get it - Ibut he has 'got nothing since! 
Nor did he 'get much when' he ,got that! He got it.; it 
never got him. It wa's som~thing. tac~ed on from without: 
it was never a part of him at aU. I was on the trairf 
later, and I ran into him the second time. He came over 
to' me again and said, "Don't you ·think many of the men 
who are occupying prominent pul~its get their positions 
through <influence?" Poor fellow! he had no friends, and 
he was quj.~e sure that anyone who seemed to be, in his 
little 'thought, somewhat in advance of him, mllst have, 
Ibeen put there by influence! II said,· "I dare say they do. 
H may be "that 'influence' will put a man into a posi
tion, 'but there is no influence. in-the world, without the 
power of the ,Spirit of God that can 'keep him there. I 

. do not 'know how they get ·there, but nO'body can keep 
them there but ,God' Himself." This poor man has never 
Ibeen wanted anywhere because he thOught. he had five 
talents. I am 'sure he had not more than one - and I 
rather think it wa's half of one he had. But he was dis
-gruntled. and out~of-joint with life 'generally, because he 
was such a big man and nobody had ,recognized him. The: 
fact was, the .public mind was more discerning Uian he 
supposed - hence the fact that he was passed iby. 

Weare to invest our capital in the Lord's interest, for 
some day the Lord is coming hack again. I 'have a quarrel 
with some of my friends who talk much 'about the Lord's 
coming because they fold ·their ·arms in a pious way ~nd 
say, "Will it not be lovely?" It is "the ,blessed hope" . 
But I have 'known many church members who talk much 
rubout the coming of the Lord, yet r cannot conceive of 
it being a very happy experience for ,them if He should 
come. The 'Lord is -coming. Let. us praise the Lord for 
that. It is "the :blessed ~ope" of the believer. And, my 
brethren, He is coming to reward His servants. It wiII 
be 'a happy day if you and I have been faithful. But 
when the lord of the parable came !back he ,called his' 
servants to account. And everyone of us shall' -give an 
account. Some· day We must give account to ol:1r Master, 
for the way w.e have spent our time and our ,talents. 

It does not mean that our eternal 'Sa'lvation is in 
jeoparoy. If it were, it' could not be' eternal. "Other' 
foundafion can no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus iOhiist ... But let every man take heed how he 
ibuHdeth thereupon." Much depends upon whether we 
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built wood, hay, andstu:bble; or gold, silver, and precious 
s·tones. This -master came 'bac'k and took aecount of his 
servants. My friends, are we as Christians, living in right 
relation to that truth? Just as the man who goes day 
by day to his taSik with the' ·confidence that when pay day 
comes, one week, two ,weeks, or whatever it may ,be, he 
will receiye his reward, so I lbeHeve it is :legitimate for 
the Christian to work for a reward, when that rewa,rd 

, con:tes from the 'hands of ·God. It is not 'legitimate for 
us to work that men may praise us,and that the'world, 
the flesh, and ,the dev:iI may ,receive us. We may have 
to "gO without the 'camp", and 'get nothing in this life; 
bu'~ 'it is a high 'and holy ambition for' every Ohristian 
to set .his mind upon the great day of reckoning when the 
Lord shall come. It was that which 'sti-mulated Paul 
when he sa'id, "With me it is ·a very small thing that I 
S'hould be jud'ged of you, or of man's judgment - (of 
man's day). Hay what you like about me, I do not care. 
I am not serving you: I a-m serving my 'heavenly Master, 
He is writing it all down in a book; and if I a-m faithful 
to Him I will 'g~t my r·eward." , 

I wonder if some people· wouldantlciipate with equal 
joy theeom'ing of -the Lord if they would pause to re
member that His coming for the believer is a time of 
reckoning, when He will ta'ke account of His' servants, 
when we sh'aU have to come and tell Him what we have 
done with our five' talents, or one, as ·the 'case may ,be? 

Let us tu,rn it over in our minds. L~t us go before ·God. 
Let us seek .the power of His Spirit so that every hour 
we'may live .for that day of rewards, that we may receive, 
from His hand that which is our due. Do not pity the 
man who 'gets no reward in this life. Do not waste your 
sympathy upon .the martyrs who went 'home to God 'in 
cha,riots of fi,re. God is not unmindful of their work of 
faith and labour of love, and it is written in the book 
that nobody did ever give a 'cup of 'cold water in the 
name of a dis'ci,ple who will not ·be rewarded for that act 
of serv:ice. Everyth'ing we. have ever done out of love 

. for Christ, every word we have ever spoken, ev~ry gift we 
have ever bestowed, every little ad of service we have ever 
rendered in the Master's n'ame, is written down. Some 
day He wiII take 'a'ccount of it, and wiI'l reward us 
according' to our works. 

I am almost tempted to postpone a further discussion 
of the'su1bject. Perha,ps I will come !bac'k to it a'gain. But 
there -is a world of su·ggestion in .that pregnant ,p'hrase, 
"Enter thou jnto the joy of thy lord." What is joy? What 
sort of. l:eward s'hall we 'get?) A medal to hang on our 
coat? A c:r;-own 'to put upon our head?, Something that 
may be put on, tpat is not a part of us; that is super
imposed, that is conferred? Oh no! The rewards which 
the Lord ,gives are not objective to ours·elves. There i's 
a celestial city, there are streets of gold, there are con
. ditions and circumstances which are all a part of the 
divine plan --...:. and they will Ibe ready for us . when we 
~re ready for them; ibut the ,rewards referred to here are 
not rewa,rds of that 'sort at all. "Enter thou into the 
joy of :thy 10M." -

III .. 

I AM CONFIDENT THAT WHILE OUR LoRD JESUS CAME TO 
WORK. OUT OUR REDEMPTION. HE CAME, AT THE SAME TIME, 
TO SET US AN EXAMPLE. He ca-me to show us how life 
should be lived; He came to show us how to 'get the best 
out of life. 'I dare to say that Jesus Ohrist was the most 
sU'ccessful . Man who ever lived. He accomplished more 

than ·anyone who ever trod this earth. He had 'greater 
achievements to His cred'it th'an any author, than any 
'statesman, than any warrior. He is the only Man who 
ever lived who could· say as the sun was ·going down, "I 
have finished the work which thou gavest me to do." 
Nobody else ever said that. No matter 'how old he was,. 
he loo'ked back with sorrow on. the. wasted hours and 
wasted weeks, and· said, "Oh; that I had my life to live 
over again ·so· that I -might' give every fly,ing minute some
,thing to keep in store!" But when Jesus Ghrist was 
a1bout to :bow His head and ·give up the gohost, He s'aid, 
,reviewing the task, "It is al1 done, not a word has been 
left unspo'ken; not a duty undone; not an a'ct o~·'service 
withheld,. The programme is 'Completed. I have finished 
my work." Was that not an achievement? 

IDid you. ever do that?: Have you not said 'a'gain and 
again, when you confessed ~o being tired, "It is not the 
work I have done that tired -me so muC'h as the thought 
,of the work that needed to ,be done. T·he day is past, yet 
I -have not done half what I wanted to do?" We hilVe 
not 'Iearned 'how, any of us, to 'get to the wells that spring 
up with joy, so ·a!! to get out. of Hfe the joy of the Lord·. 
ThoU'gh He was "a Irian of sorrows and acquainted: with 
grief", He was the happiest Man who ever lived. !Ie 
said to His disciples when He was delivering that search
ing address, when He talked a:bout .the pruning and the, 
abiding, and all tha't, "These things have I ·spoken unto 
you, that my joy might remain in you, and' that your joy 
might be full." 

"My joy"! What was His joy? It was not something 
apart from Himself: it was something within Himself. 
Surely it was the joy of accomplishment, of achievement, 
of fui'filling the divine will to the letter, 'and feeling at 
the end of the day, "I have been to-day exa'cily what God 
wanted me to :be; I 'have done this d'ay every 'single thing 
He wanted me to do." 

We could not say that. But, my friends, our reward is 
"the joy of the· Lord"; "Enter ·thou into the joy of thy 
lord." You and I cannot enter into the joy of the Lord 
without entering into the Lord's experience; and in the 
measure "in wh:ich we walk in the footsteps of Jesus 
Christ, and enter into the depth and height of, His ex
perience, in that measure we shall be .prepared to enter 
His presence; we's'hall be gaining, jf I may gay' so, a 
capa'city for the joy of the Lord. 

You remember the significant words 'Jesus Christ ut
tered to' the ·sons of Zebedee, when their mother came tc 
Him antI ~'aid, "'Grant that these my two sons .may sit, 
the one on thy ri·ght hand, and the othe.r on the l.eft, in 
thy 'kingdom:" He said, "Are ye able to drink of the 
cup th'at I shal"! drink. of, and, to 'be :baptized. with the 
baptism that I am !ba'ptized with? Will you 'go with me 
now? You want'the next ;place to mine on the right, and 
on the left, and I am moving toward that place nOW . 
Can 'yOU go' with me? Wi11 you drin'k my cup?, wm 
you :be Ibaptized with my 'baptism?" And' they said, "We 
are able." "Vel'Y well," He said, "Ye shall drin'k indeed 
of my cup, and :be baptized with the :baptism that I ·am 
Ibaptized with: :but to sit on my ,right 'hand, and on my' 
left, is not mine to 'give, but it s'hallibe given ,to them for 
,whom it is prepared of my Father." 

IWhat did He mean ·but that just a's surely al'l that 
heavenly ,reward ·awaits·some faithful recipient, so some
!body must here and now be prepared so as to have suff"i
'dent capacity to enjoy it. I spokeatbout the young ,man 
wJ10 said, "I have ·got my B.A." That ill th~ curl!!~ q{ 
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modern educatiori .. ,Sometimes II have wondereo whether' ,These ·are our' school days. They are, d'ays of discipline, 
- ~ know it is educational her~y to say so, - !but days' of doing duty, days for walking the rough rO'ad, for 
sometimes I have wondered whether' the whole degree climbing the· steep 'hill, carrying the heavy bur:<ien, learl1~ 
husiness is' not wrong, :because' ydu 'ean put a label on a,' ing the hard lesson.- and learning it ·ov·er and, over and 
man, you can give him a certifIcate, 'you can ,give him a . over 'until ,by and' by it ceases 'to. be . hard, anw the parch
degree! and can certi'fy that he ha's· spent ~o many hours. ment is taken from, the wall. 'It is the old .story of the 
,in study, that':he has learned 'certain 'things - and 'he law !being ta'ken -{,rom the tables of stone, an'd! written in 
may not have ·accomplis:b.ed' anything. The' que'stion for the heart ... That is education.' The.multiplication table 
:that young ma,n Js ·~9t,· Hav~ ',Y<>.u got your B.A. on' parch-' , is_studied'"' -from the bOdk until it becomes .,part of the 
,~ent, in -a frame on the wall? But, Have you got your man;. the aiphahens learned from the book until hy and' . 

. B.A. in 'your head? Is your mind . enlarged ?, Are you, in . '!by it is at t~e end, of the tonglle. Preseritly it is in .the 
" apy true sense, an educated man l' I \von del' do I, ma'ke my. eye; quite unconsciously the. words. are fr8lme4, ·a~d we 

meaning··clear? If the man has mental capacity' com- read with d.eJight instead. of having fo.spell out c-a-t and 
mensurate -with that o:bjective standard, it does not ma:ke - d-o-g as. 'we used'to do. Why? It is ,because the capa~jty 

'v,ery much'difference-,whether he has a standard or not.' is enJ~rged'; . When at last ·the day's work is dQne,. and· 
If the mind i·s enlarged, if his who'le persona:lity is de- • the Lord comes to reWard His' servi:mts, He will .reward 
velope~, so that w:h.en he arrives everyone feels a mast$!r us according. to our developed. capacity. 

: .is come: Who cares what you' call him?' .How does he Some of you .have be~n grea·tly'troubled within t~e last 
'get '~suc~ ,an. eq,ucation? Br accideIi~ ~ No; by faithful 'fe~ weeks. II kno.w yoli 'have: a:nd I will tell you why'You 
applIcatIon In the development of the powel:S week after were troubled. You had, a -friend yonder 'to wh()m you 
week, -month after month; year after year, until !by -and w~nted to-' send -some Christmas' remembrance. Then 
by he Ibecomes a veritable giaI)-t; arid the things of which there was 'a niece' or a' nephew, a 'little boy or girl .of 

, m'ere pig-mies are afraid ~e eats up, as thol1gh they were four or five years 'of age, and- you wanted to send some· 
desert .for bl'eakfast - or the thing you eat 'before break- little love-token to that child. ' You !bought him an ex
fast, whatever you call it. pensive ,set' of the Encyclopaedia 'Britannica! Now, did 
. It is :so in the spIritual, life. When Jesus' Ohrist.comes you?, Would you have done it if you had had 'aU Ro'cke
to rew~rd. His_ servants it is not· something He is going' feller's miB;ions? -You would' have said, "No. He w0ll:ld
to ,put on us;' the reward of the future win 'grow- out of n~t Iknow what it was. It would be of no us~ to 'him." 
the duty of the present : "Whatsoever a man soweth, that' When -at last this life is carried ,foj;ward,.wh~n that whi.ch 
S'hall he also reap." A man ·got up in a :prayer meeting is' begun 'here is perfected yonder, 'and, He Who never 
conducted, by Dr: Gordon, and prayed', as I- have 'heard' ,rna'kes 'a mista'ke confers upon y~u -an appropriate:reward,- . 

. some .people pray, "'0' Lor-d, 'grant t~at w~en t'9-e end of.' it will b~ in some :rneasure related to your cap~city. 
the day is come we 'IJlay hear ~hy words, 'Well done, good _ Our reward yonder wHl.'have s<,mle relation to duty done 
and faIthful servant'." _ Dr. Gordon' ,s'aid "Sit down here: If we· work hard, and 'grow 'up a's IChristians, 'and 
hro-ther. Do not pray' that prayer any m~re. -No on~' get to -know more and mOore of the Lord.'Jesus, our ca-

-i;teews to pray that prayer. You may .ask for grace,to do 'pacity fot:'heaven willibe enlarged. - . 
,God's !Vill, and to Ib~ faithful to your task That ,is your The man who used his five talents very modestly, and 
busIne~s. ~ut if y.ou have- not been faithful, 'if you al:e '-without 'boasting, :brought them, and said', "I invested thy 

-' not now fait~ful, if you do not contin~e to be faithful" money." A talent is about- nine 'hundred and fifty dol
aU the pra~ing in the world will never :be answered iby lars, and he had five of them. ,"I, 'have. invested thy 
the sentence, 'Well done, good and faithful' servant,' for money, and doulbled it." And the ·master said, "Well done." 
no mal) wilI,ever hear Jesus Ghrist say, 'Well done', who That was the voice of truth. He h'ad ·done well, and 
has d~ne only -ill." - . . because he. had done 'well his. master said; "Well done; 
. What anyone is in that 'day Will-be determined -by what thou hast been -faithful 'over a few ,things, I will make 

he is b~oming fro~ day -to day. If you and I' are going thee ruler ·oyer· qIany thi~'gs." What diQ he ~o?' He:did 
to get the 'best out of the future we have -got to -put the not hand' him 'baC!k the ten talents, the origina'l five an!!· 
best into the present, we have -got to !be faithful now, the fiv.e he had gained'. He sa'~d., "You }lave shOwn a 
If we are, -then, our v.ery faithfuln-ess 'wiU develop a capacity to handIe five talents insU'ch a way as .to ma'ke 
capacity. Have' you not found it so? - Have you not - them ten, therefore I wiU- make ·thee ruler over 1yw:n(JI 
found that when you set yourself to do a hit 'of Ghristian things.'" Obedience i's ,potential lordship, 'anw service 
duty, perhaps make a 'call, teach a· lesson. or do some "ultimately issues in sovereignty. Every instrument of 
othe~_ d-iffi.cult task; lmd '¥ou sai~, '''God helping'me I spiritual service. rep~9red in ·t~e -Lord's name is like. 
will do that work", as you set yourself to it, you :acqui,;ed . Moses' rod·; it is an instrument of. miracles. It divides 
a certain capacity for the doing of it; aifd you said- "'That . the sea; it accomp,lishes wonders; it is' a key that unlocks 
waE\ not ~s difficult as it used to b~"; and by and' by the' all doors. Five talents! UI made them ten." "Be thou 
ir,ksome thing has :becom~ a 'p_ositive delight. - ,ruler ovel: many things." • 

IS'ome musicians illustrate that principle. -They see -a 'lThe 'man with two talents came and- said, "I too have. 
'piano' somewhere, and tHey want to -get at it· and you a' h,!p,dre.d ,per cent·.increase. I have only four talents -
hear the touch' of the niastcrhand': Yet there ~as a time -. not ten, 'but I was' -given ,but two." And, bois master said" ' 
When so~e faithful mother 'had. almost t~ drive·that 'child "~e.ll done; you too -hav~ done well. . You shal:l be ruler' • 
to the irksome 'and laborious' tas'k of learning the -scales over many things." . ,. 
and 'of Ipracticin,g, practicing, ·.practicing. It was. so, hard, 'Then came the one-talent man. You rememiber bois ex
but "practice' ma~e perfect" I..-and 'by:and :by ,it :be{!ame the' cuse that he had hidden it ip the earth? H.e 'said: he knew 
very jQY or: his or' her -'life to express the soul that was _ his ~aster was :1). har-d man,' and 'that he wa!! unjust. Hi-s 
develdpe~ within him or her becau'se of th.e discipline of ma'ster said,' "1Jf· that 'be'so, you ought to have -been the 
these early y~ars. ':' . . _ . _ mo~e diligent. if you knew -that I reap :wher~ I sowed 
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not, and gather where I .have not strawed: thou oughtest 
therefore. to have ,put 'my money to the exchangers, ,and, 
then at my coming, I should have received- mine own 
~ith usury.. Take therefore the' talent fr{lm him, and 
give it unto him which hath ten talents. For unt.o every 
one that ,hath ,shall :be given, and he'.s!halI 'have abundance; 
but f'rom him that 'hath not shaH !be taken ·away even that 
which he hath'." 

Do you not see, dear friends, that the future life is to 
he one of constant addition and enlargement and unend
ing 'progress; there s'hall always 'be something more com
ing to the .{lne who ·has :been faithful. The temptation to 
most'of us, because we are one-talent peOple is' to say, 

< ," 
clerk in America. He made use of the one ta1ent that 
he had. 

!That is how it can 'be done in 'husiness: But in the 
Lord's work, when you have no talent at -all, He gives 
you one; He touches something :by His Spirit and wa'kens 
some't'h'ing within you, and you discover 'a capacity th~t 
was latent, that you did not 'kn~w anything about, and 
you dis'cover 'a capacity that was latent, that you did not· 
know anything rubout. Since you came to know the Lord 
you s'ay. "I have learned to love people. I cannot speak 
much" I can ,only love them." Well, just ·keep on loving 
hhem;. love everyhod,y' for :Christ's sake, 'and see how it 
will enlarge you,r, capacity un'ti/ :by and by you feel as 
though you can love the whole world,. 

I do not know what iparti'cul~r t~lent you have, but I 
adjure you, do not di'g in the earth and Ibury it, and say, 
"Because I cannot do the1>i'g thing, I will not do anything." 
The temptation is there, hut hit us find out what our 
divine endownient is, and then register before God a vow 
that "it shall ,1;le put ou't at interest this very night, so 
that when the Lord gIh'alI come He will receive His own 
with usu,ry. " 

Is' Quebec Chan,ging?' 

. "W'hat is the use ?," It is wonderful how some people 
maike fortunes .. What would, you 'like to sell, if you were 
a sa'lesman? :Something·that would cost ten thousand ~ol
lars', and upon Which you would', get a commission of 
two or three thous'and' doIlars - "'get rich quick"? Who 
would ever think of making a fortune out of one cent 
pieces? I am' not commending the commodity itself, but 
one of the ,richest'men of A'merica 'has made his fortune 
out of one cent. pieces. In wna:t is now the tal1est build
ing - there are going to be taIler ones - but in what 
is now the taUest !building in New York there is nothing 
sold at a pz:ice of over fifteen cents. Dr. Pettingill asked 
me while here, "Have you ever been in St. Louis"? I said, 
"No". "Well, 'did, you ever hear of a ,man making a fortune 
on the principle of going slow?" Some people go slow, IN REICENT months suggestions have ibeen raised that 
hut they do not make a fortune out of it! But he" sa{d, Ithe province 'of Q·uebec.is .undergoing a change and' 
"There· is a laundry in St. Louis, and they call for your that the Roman Church does not enjoy the same hold 
laundry in little trucks 'hhat cannot exceed a speed of ten over the minds of the' people that once ,it did. The Tor
miles an hour. They promis'e to return 'your 'laundry in onto Star. Ontario's dutiful Liberal ,mouthpiece, 'has even 
three days. They do not do :anythi!l'g in a 'hurry. If ventured to run a series of articles on the editorial page 
you are in 'a .hurry then you must go somewhere else. dealing 'with this very subject. The w.riter of these' 
"Wen will not do it in a hurry," they say, "!but we will 'do articles seeks to show' that the .rising 'generation in Que-, 
jt well." Thus they have. capitalized' on thei,r slowness; and, hec, which has had, contact with the citi:l)ens and customs 
the president has :become ii'muIti-miI'lionaire. Why? You of the other provinces, is restive and'is demanding less 
can capitalize one talent no matter what it is. Everyone restraint on the' pad of the Church of Rome. This is an 
can do some one thing well. interesting t'hought and one that we trust is_ true. A 

columnist in another Toronto paper has sagely observed 
I knew of ·a mim in the world of business. He was a 'that 'while The Star W;iS willing to' print ,such a series 

hotel clerk who was paid six or seven ·thousand dollars in its dai'ly which 'is for Ontario consumption, it did not 
a year for standing at the desk andhiUl'ding out a pen venture to run the series in The Star Weekly, which 
for people to write their names.' He 'had just one talent: wou'ld reach the people of the other provinces, including 

,he 'had a good memory. There is Brother Burton. He Quebec. Hence The Sta'f too is quite, aware of the fact 
travels, so I will use ·him as an illustration. Brother Bur- that' the free ex'pression of opinion in Quebec at the 
ton goes into a, certain hotel and meets 'the ·clerk. JIe moment could-have repercussions on circulation! . 
signs his name, and the cler!k says, "Glad to se.e YOIl,' 1\fr.· , ' 
Bunon. What s'Ort. o~ room do you want" When all 'One must not be misled into thinking that suddenly 
l\rrangements !have ,been made he -calls a hoy and says, 'Rome has ,become the bastion of democracy 'and.'tolerance. 
"Show Mr. Burton up to his room." He neve'r fails to Quite the contrary.' 'If the,re is any change of heart in 

, name him, and, all the time the clerk is tal'king 'he is just Quebec, it proceed'S not from the Church as such hut 
packing his information inside-and it never comes mit rather from the discontented 'subjects of that IChurch who 
~'gain ! Brother ,Burton goes away, and goes throughout have tired' of the iron hand of Rome. 
the country .. After tJ:lree year/! perhaps ~e walks into .If the ROinan Church ,s'hould ever give lip service to 
that ho"tel again, and is met 'by the clerk who s'ays, "How tolerance, we may 'he SUl'e that she,does so only f.rom the 

, are you," Mr. Burton? fam so glad to see you. Where have stand:point of expediency and policy. We must confess 
you heen this long time?" that we see no indications whats'Oever of any change of-
, I~ you ~ere met H'ke that yo,u would- have an ide~, that - policy on the part of the 'Church or the provincia1 govel'n

ment. "Both continu'e in their autocratic 'ways and appea:r: 
you werera:ther an important ,man. You would· say, ",I to Ibe paying n'o 'heed to this popuiarchange which The. 
have not heen here for three years, yet the moment you 

Star'8 editorial writei' sees. see me you -call me by naine!" Probably the clerk would 
say. "How is 'Toronto ?" He .could not run a big .hotel, Someone will point to the recent defeats, suffered by 
he could not ,run a Ibig :busin~ss. But he had ,on"e thing,. Quebec ~t the' hands :of the Supreme. Court. Within the· 
a good memory, and 'he developed it, and -disciplined it, . past year the' Jeliovah Witnessel'l ~na' the large retail 
and ca~italizedo, it" unfil he was the' highest ,paid hotel stores of Montreal ~~,ccessfully combatted 'intolerant laws ".' 

" 
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and the ICourt decision was a distinct setback to the 
Duplessis government. Thi,s is no indication of a volun
tary change on the ,part of Quebec. Contrariwise it. indi
cates that the. Quebec 'government's attitude is the same 
as ever and that its intolerance wouM ,know no bounds 

/ 

if the restraint of the federal court did not· exist. 
ISeeing is believing! Let us see the fruits of this change 

of hear.t and we may believe that it has taken p'lace. 
Rome's record in the past forbids us to 'give her the 
henefit of the doubt. 

Gambling for' the Lord's Wor.k? 

THIS 'is an a:ge in which men desi're to OIbtain something 
for nothing. Radio 'and television quiz prO'grams, 

newspaper contests, racing lotteries, bingo games and 
numerou's 'other devices haye !been invented 'to satisfy 

. this desire. One does not mar~el on seeing worldly men 
and institutions engaged :in such activities nOor are we 
amazed to learn that the Roman church employs "bingo" 
to bolster 'her f.inances. We know of' one Roman Catholic 
Church in the -City that, for 'a 'long time, had no 'sign in 
front. of it save one that carried notice of weekly bingo 
matches. . 

N ever did we expect to see evangelical!s enga'ged in such 
dubious enter·pri'ses. However, seeing is beHeving! On 
page 31 of the October 29 issue of Weekend Magazine, 
a supplement to 'the Satuvday.edi-ti'on o'f many Ganadian 
dai'lies. there 'appeared a ful'l page multi-colour'edadver
tisement :beaded with. these words· - $23.000.00 For 
Puzzle C6ntestants -' 235 Chances To Win In This Ex-

',citiil'g Contest!" W'ho is the sponsor of ·this contest, 
which strikes us as a thinly-veiled form of :gambling? 
The -Wes·tern Bible Institute ·of Denver, Colorado which 
claims to be "an Interdenominational School dedicated to 
'the training of young men and woman for fuIl time 
Chri'stian work." 

On the page appears a "'Bilble-Words Puz'zle Game". 
Readers are to endea~our to solve this puzzle, enclose the 
completed form together with a two dollar donation and 
mail to the 'President of the Institute. 

IT'he whole scheme is '8 revolting one and smacks of 
carnality. By no 'conceivable stretch of the imagination 
can such fund-raising schemes be justified in' the work 
of 'the. LOrd'. We sincerely trust that no IOhristiiw will 
have any part in this S1Cheme. Has the wovk of God come 
upon such days that it must appeal to the world and 
the worldly-desires of men? 

After re~ding the ad, we felt that it 'could be condensed 
and expressed, in one sentence - "Here is your opportun
ity to ·gamble and, to ·assist the Lord's work at the same 
time." L,est some accu'se us of misinterpretation we re
print this one ·para-gr~ph as it appeared in the ad ;-

-"The Western Bible Institute was founded by Faith, and 
its upkeep and expansion can be met only by the gifts of 
God's people. lin joining in ,this Great Undertaking for 
the development land enlargement of the Lnstitute, you 
will have the happiness .of knowing that you are doing the' 
Master's Work, for which God may shower you with his 
richest blessings,. which may even Include a reward for as 
much' as $8,OOO.QO."(!!!) 

This para-graph 'caUs for some o'bservations, First we 
ask - If the work was. foun~ed by Faith why does it not 
continue on that same basis? Surely no one would de
scribe this carnal 'Contest' as an exerci~ of faith!' 

IThe addition of pious language does not impress us. 
In fact, it is nauseating. Listen again to that ·sentence -
"In joining in this Great Undertakin;g for the develop
ment and enlargement of th~ i,):nstitute, you :Will have the 
happiness of knowing that you are doirig the Master's 

. Work, for which God may shower you with his richest 
'blessings: which may even include a reward for a's much 
as $8,0.00,00." We know nothing of the college unaer 
'discussion but we do 'know that this carnal device is no / 
par't of "the Master's Work". We 'know' further that if 
we really engage in ·God's woIik the ,blessing is certain and 
.there is no_need of saying that "God may s:hower you 
with his richest 'blessings." Finally we are persuaded 
that t'he descrhliion of the $8,0.00.00 prize as a blessing 
from God its a.libel upon the 'Most ,Hiigh. If this Il)stitute 
insists' upon such ,fund-raising schemes, let it' embark 
upon~them with'out dragging the name of the' Lord into 
their publicity. 

A Carnal Appeal 
.. This carnal appeal is evidenced throughou't the ad.vel'
tisem~nt. Another paragraph reads inpa.rt as follows; 

"Wouldn't you be thrilled to ha~e $8,000.00 as your very· 
OWlll, . to do with as you want? 235 ·prizes must be won, so 
send your $2 donation, together with your solution to this 
entertaining puzzle and. get started on the road to fame 
~d fl!rtune. ~n tohi~ twilllfold opportunity you can win 
financial secunty while you help the "Western Bible Insti
tute" in its high:'purpose!' 

A Sheer WaSte of ~oneyl . 
Unbelievers spend their money carelessly Ibut Ohristians 

are answerable before 'God in :this matter. Those who 
enter such a 'Contest are, in our jud'gment, ,guilty of was't
ing money._ Think of the sum requi,red to pay contest 
expenses before one penny is devoted to the Bible Insti
tute:s work - $23,00.0 ·in .. prizes; the cost of designing~ 
the ·ad; clerical help in sorting ·returns and- the immense 
cost of inserting the '8!d in vari'oU's' ma'gazines. A con
servative estimate would place these costs at over $40.,0.00. 
In ather words, ,the donations of 20,00.0 people wiil be' 
used not in t~e Lord's wo·rk 'but in .. pay.ing bil'ls incurred 
through this hazardous system of fund-raising. We 
would again emphasize that our estimate is a conservative 
one. I 

God's Work in God;s Wayl 

Away with all this ru1bbish - bazaars, teas, rummage 
sales, bingo and such contests. No improvement 'has been 
made upon 'the Lord's metho'd. The gifts of His people 
who give with ,no prospect of earthly reward will do His 
work. P,rayer raises workers and ,funds. -Let us deter
mine to lean more upon God and to thro'W awav the 
crutches of carnality. ,. 
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A 1D¢potional IIubJj:ilJ . 

1tv~Tatiltn 
CHAPTER 21 

VISION OF THE.END OF ~ABYLON 
Revelation 18 

of co-operation over competition. -By a devilish perver
sion of the use of this world's goods, the fi·rst· -beast wiII 
gradually bring all men together itltoa condition o·f con-. 
stant dependence with regard to money:. By a devilish 

THE chapter which we are a.!bout to study has its ~ 'perversion of the use of religion, the secon'd !beast wiII 
counterpart and, w~ can almost s'ay its preface, in bring them together into a 'kind or' generai submission to 

the story of the Tower of Brubel (Genesis 11). various reHgious organizations. 'ThU's the first Ibeast will 
. "And they said one to a~other, Go to/ let us -rna,ke brick, become embodied in th.e temporal Ba'bylon of .Mammon, 
and 'burn ·them thoroughly. And they 'had -brick for ~hereas, ~t the .sa~e. bme, the second beast wl'll become 
stone,' and 'sUme h-ad they for morter. And they said, .Go ~nc~rnate In the ~ehglO.us Ba~ylon of the harlot. ,So then; 
to let us build us a 'city and a tower whose top may IntImately assocIated In theIr ,blameworthy scheme, the 
re~ch unto heaven ; and let us ma!ke u; a name 'lest we two Ba,bylons wil1 only 'be ane in many respects. 
be scattered upon the face of "the whole earth. 'And the For ·that r'eason the features of the two ·cities are in 
LORJD came down to see the city ·and t1J.e tower' which some ways so intermingled as to make it difficult to sct . 
the children of men ·builded. And the LORD s~id Be- limits. to that which applies' to one or the other. How
hold, the people is one, and -they have all one lang~a:.ge; ever, 'aespite that uncertainty, none of the 'spi.ritual les- . 
and this they Ibegin to do: and. now nothing win be re- sons we are looking for will -be lost. 
strained from them, which they have ima'gined to do. . lThe main point is that the apostasy of 'humanity will 
Go to, let .. us. 'go ·down, and t1J.ere confound their language, 'b~ ~~mb?Iiz~d by Babylon, the great :netropoIis ofcheathen 
that they may not unde,rs'tand one another',s speech. ,8'0 'cIvIhza·t!on In the East. Not only IS ·that city a type of 
the LORD s'cattered them 'a'broa:d from thence upon the ~'Ome. so:alled IChri!ltian capital of the·Western civiliza
face of all the earth: and they "left off -to -build the city. bOR: b.ut .It als~ l"epresent~ all the other counterfeits of 
Therefore is" oJihe name of it . 'called _'Babel; ,because the ChnstIamty WhICh have arIsen everywhere down throu·gh 
LORD did there confound t1J.e language of aH the earth: fue centuries. 
and from thence did 'the lJORD scatter them albroad upon 'While the preceding chapter pictures B3Jbylon under 
the face of all the earth.". the feature:;; of a woman of ill fame, we now see this 

Among the numerous lessons of this narrative, the fol
lowing 'Will throw appropriate "lig:ht upon 'Our present 
study. . 

1. In their fallen and' cursed: condiotion,. mEmaim at 
replacing God- with idols which are t1J.e expres'sions of 
their own lusts and the products of their. :highest 
thoughts. . 

2. They :th:ink that, Iby ,banding tagether, they will bet-
ter attain their ends. . -' 

3. Seeing what ",they 'begin to do," the Lord scatters 
them. so that He wiII ,be alble to .meet ihdiv.i'dually with 
them on another .ground', that of grace. 
- 4. ·The ·confusion of languages- is at once an instrument 

and a type of -the providential obstacles which until the 
last d'ays,. wHl 1J.inder any human ·attempt at' oflganized 
unity directed against God. However men will in-
stinctively strive to :realize that unity. . 

5. 'Continuously thwarted in his unifying s'chemcf!, the 
~nemy 'WilI'ende~vour to realize them indirectly, by seiz
I?g tlte opportumty offered 'QY tl).e appearance of Chris
tIanity. He /brings in among men a leaven of good will 
and 'harmony calcu"lated to make them see the advantage!! 

woman assuming the outward appearance of a queen 
(v. 7). Stle typifies the Devil's frauds' ·at their worst,·of 
which humanity wi'll finally fall a victim. 

/The unfolding of this chapter is so ·perfectly logical 
that t'he order of its paragraphs will 'be ·that of our., 
analysis: 1. The moral fall of Baby~on (1-3);' 2. Her 
isolation from the peopleof Gad (4-5); 3. Her destruction 
(6-8); 4. The repercussions on her accomplices (9-19); 
5. The repercussions on her victims (20-24). 

I. THE-MORAL DOWNFALL OF BABYLON 
(18:1-3) . 

"And ·after these .things I saw another angel 'come down 
from heaven, having great po~r; 'and the earth was 
lightened with 1J.-is ,glory. 'And .he cried mightily with a 
strong voice, saying, Baibylon the great is faHen." 

We have here an intensitied echo of the similar pro
clamation a:J.ready hea·rd 'by John (14.:8). In chapter 18. 
the mi'ghty angel.who shouts with a 'loud voice ieems to 
be t'he 'glori,fied Son of God. Hims,elf, an iden tifica tion 
which would a'gree with the importance of what we s·hall 
now read-. . 

IThe verses Which follow do not des'cri-be punit.ive acts. 
but they do refer toa punishment. For the moral 
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clegi'ad'ation 'of 'B8Jbylon is in itself a punishment: for It seems that here a supreme challenge is insolently 
hell is contained 'in 'germ in a sinful state. . --. hurled at the true Bride, 'as she suffers in her solitude and 

\Balby~on has been' the Devil'& answer to the evil in-. humiliation: 
stincts of the "kings", the ''merchants of' the earth", and '. ''1n on.e day" wil1 plag~es and, destruction swoop down 
those'who ."trade on the sea". ·"Ali natiOI!S" 'have, 'been upon ·Babylon. The earthqiiake which was to affect the 
seduced, and Mammon, whose sceptre is invisible but great 'CitY '(16 :18) kindles- as it its ·generally the case with 
a~ays ,present, will do his utmost to hold everyone of such. tragedies, the fire whiCh wi1'l "utterlY'burn her". 
hi·s slav.es. The attraction exercise'c1 iby money is so The recent 'happenings' in the West and the economical 
strong that it is desired by alI, so that there is no 'human- -world crises lend full support .to .the truth,s predicted in 
being who has. not been at least tempted to forsake the this paragraph, as· to the insecurity of Mammon. We 
demands of morals and religion in order to possess that can easily foresee what wil~ hl:tppen the day when'peooa'Ps 

- talisman. . . . . after a war, or a !haleful invention, or after some sort of 
,The .imagery used 'by the heavenly messenger: "habi- mo~al degene~Rcy, 'all the 'different ~urrencies _ will lose 

tat.ion of devils", '''hold of eve!y 'fou,} spil"it:', and "ca~e. t~eIrpU~Ch~~lD'~;.p~er. 'The ~?~ts' WIll then be ~',froz~n'" 
of every uncl.ean and hateful bIrd", lays strong emph~sls . t e credIts cut, and ~he fa~I~~tIes of exchapge br~u~ht 
on the perils which attend the pursuit after those ad- to n~~ght. The w~althlest wItl.lbe"th~ most to be 'pItIed, 
vanta'ges procured Iby.Mammon .. For t'his woiId's good's a~d death, mournmg, and d:a~llne wili be the necessary 
are the best instrument at the di'sposa:1 'of the S.educe.r,· outcome of the end of ·t)he monopoly of money. 
by w'hich he is ab1e to. upset the divine purpose concern- IV. REPERCUSSIONS OF THE END OF BABYLON 
It.t·g man.' . ON HER ACCOMPLICES '(18:9-19) . 

. . II. '~4BYLON FORSAKEN (18:4-5) 

"And 'I heara 'another voice from heaven·, saying, Come 
out of her, my ,people, thatye ,be not ·partakers of her 
sins;' and that ye receive not of her 'plagues. For her 'sins 
have rel;lched Unto.heaven, and 'God 'hath ·remembered her 
iniquities." 

Three categories of men benefit from the world·-wide 
dominion o'f Mammon: "the kings of the ea·rth", who 
,protect the' regime of money; "the merchants of the 
earth", who ,pz:ofit!by -it; those who "trade Iby sea": The 
sight of the sudden destructi'on of Ba'Qylon simultaneously 
provoke, at:nong those ',three categorie's, common reactions' 
and distinct emotions. ' . What· lays stress on the -hO'pl!less nature 'of the rebels' 

. downfall is that all links are 'severed !between them and - The common reactionS have four cha:racte1·istics. They 
the people of God .. By leaving to the world the monopoly a,re: 

.in the ·perilous pursuit of earth'ly riches, the true Chris- 1.. A testiqlony to the past ,glory of Babylon: "'(hat 
. Uans 'thereby take their rightful ·revenge on their' Jie-rse- great city, that mighty city"; proclaim 'the. 'kings; "that. 

eutors. great 'City that was clothed in fine tinen, and purple, and 
The 'greatest mistake and the ;guiltiest ,sin of the Chris- s'carlet, and decked wit)h gold,' and- precious stones, and 

tian is to remain in his old nature and yield to t.he lusts peads", cry the merchants; "that 'great city, wherein 
thereof. . His' thoughts and ambitions must not 'be di- were made ,rich all that had ships.in the sea J5y_ reason 
rected toward the things 'lllundane, 'but he, m'ust be of her costliness," declare the sailo:rs. 
prompted by·a spirit-of poverty. That spirit was not only 2. A testimony to the suddenness and 'completeness of 
:that of. Jesus Ohrist but of the apostle Paul.~nd of all her ruin: "In one hour is thy jud'gment come"; "in one 
the faithful servants of.God. '. !tour so great riches i's come to nought"; "in one hour 

iTo :'come out" of Babylon does not mean to look for a is she ~ade desolate." In one hour! In one hour! In one 
material exile, which would lQe practica:lly impossible Rinct' ihour! 
M'ammon is the universal sovereign., To .com.e out of:" 3. An expression of g.rief: "'The 'kings of the earth 
B8.lhylQn is -merely to un'derstandand apply this ·state- ... shall hewail her, and lament 'for' her" ; the merchants 

. ·ment of J ~sus 'Christ: '~y QU eannot serve God 'and Ma-m- of the earth are' als'o "weeping and wailing";· and "as 
. . mon."· It is to consider oneself as'a "stranger and pil- many as ·trade ,by sea . -.. cast dust on their heads,' 'and 
. . .grim :on the ~arth". It is to "look for another country" ~ cried, weeping and wailing." . . . 

, H is to. heed tb~ appeal 0.£ the Seer of Patmos: ":Love n~t . 4; .A sel'fish impillse: ,jFor the fear .of her torments", 
the '~prld"" ,It IS to.l~a~ 'Sod~m:, even .as ~ot dl'd. It IS the 'kfngs, the merchants and .the traders take the same 
~o gl,ve u'p. th~ am?l~lOn of 'gammg the whole world. It ,~ttitude : "Standing afar off·" looking for other means 
IS to be satIsfIed wl'tli' the lowest place. 0.£ prosperity. 

, ;! The emotions peculia1' to each of' the classes of men 
III. 'BABYLON DES,]:,ROYED conce·med with the fate of Babylon are as follows: 

(18:6-8) . 1. ,The kings of the earth lament for her'lbecause they 
"Rew'ard he~ eV!'ln as sh'e rewarded yo~!" . had "lived deliciously wi.th her". The merchants of the 

_ O:bviously the 'command is a'ddressed, not ·to the elect, earth are more s-orrowful-still, !because they "were ma'de' 
invited to come out of Babyhm, but to the usual executOl;s "rich!by her". Those who traded by sea, and whose wealth 
of the divine judg.ments. - . '. . was obtained through perilou's efforts, -ex.pres!,! a still 

In this para'graph, Jhe "w~r'ks" 'of Babylon are men- more -bitter grief.. Thus,· the: 'greater . the dangers and 
tioned after her '~sins" and her "iniquities". All the evil difficulties will ,be in acquiring tqe goods of Mammon, the 
.Mammon ha's wrought through ·the curs.ed city must .fall more gdevous their loss willibe. . -

.. 'back on her with double effect .. All h.er iniquities and 2. At first si'ght; the end of the world~systetn of Mam-
her pride will also 'be rewa.rded by' "torment and sorrow". mono unevenly strikes the three clas'ses of victims. The 

.. For 'in lier self conceit, Babylon says in' her heart: "I kings keep their soverei·gn power; the merchants remain 
sit as a queen, and' am no widow, and shall see no sorrow." in p.ossess·ion of their riches, but the sO)lrce' of their . . ' , 

f 

' .. 
.' .. 
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profit is destroyed; -those who traded by 'sea seem -to lose 
everything. 'But those diUereD'ces do -not last. The ruin 
of Babylon is "the beginning of the en'd" for all her 
accomplices., Let, us point out here that sucn a stri'king 
picture can only ;be the Pfoduct of divine, 'inspiration, 
Just 'as the death 'Of Jezebel is the most dramatie master~ 
piece ,in .;the whofe Scripture, with regard ... to 'the in'lli~ 
vidual sanctions of evil, the· end of the .s~cond Ba'bylon 
suvpa'Sses in emotion all that' Is'aiah, and Jeremiah n'ave 
written concerning the end of the first Babylon. 

'we not also here an, enlarg'ed 'application' of 'Matthew .18: 6:' 
"But whoso 'shall offend one of these little ones ... which 
believe in-;me, it w~re I>etter for him that a millstone :were 
hange'd a:bolit 'his' neck; and that he were drowned in the 

, depth of the sea,.". In a:ll such 'Cases, all 'the demands of 
divine justice are strict and irresistible. " 

Then, 'there rings like a death-knell the words "no 
more", six timeS rePeated. No more' pleasure~: "the 
voice of harpers; and musiCians, and of pipers" are for 
ever silent. ' No more trumpet sou,nd to warn ,men. No 
more 'work to Ibe enjoyed: "no. 'craftsm,en, 'Of whatsoever' 

V. RE'PERCUSSIONS. OF THE END OF BABYLON craft he be, shall ,be found- 'any more in'thee." No more 
, ON HER VICTIMS' (18:20-24) human' inventions: "the sound' of a millstone shall be 

"Rejoic~ ovel: her, thou heav.en, and- ye holy apostles and heard' no more at ,all in thee." No more 'heip :p.or en'Ught-
prophets'; for God! hath av.epged you on her." enmept amidst. the darkness of Ignorance, the darknes's' 

T'he prece'ding.descrip'tions seem to have !been a lively of trials': "the light o:f a candle shall shine no more at 
narrative ,rather than a vision. It would therefore be the alC in thee." No 'more earthly love: "the voice' 'Of the, 
same 'voieeli~ was heard in the fourth verse whiOh, after !bridegroom and of the bride shall be ,'heard no, mrire at 
depic,ting the dreadful fate of .'B~bylon; is now proclaim- ' al'l in thee." NO MORE"OF ANYTHING!' 
ing a message of comfort to the oppressed, Christians. ~As :we 'be-hold the sudden downfall of those wh~ bad 

,lThe vict~ms of 'the spirit 'Of this world'are finaJly aS'ked preferred theenj,oyment of this wprl'd's good to the riches 
.' to rejoice oV,er the victory of heaven: a piety 'Which would to come, a verse fo:rces' it!!elf upon' our' mind. Us words 

remain ,indifferent to the demands of the divine justice fell from the Ups of !Him who 'became poor' that we might 
and ,holiness would not be a "soun'd" piety. ' be shown ou,r vain pride, 'ana who was 'o'l;>edient unto ~he' 

A 'symbolic action, already mentioned in connection death of the Cross, in ord~r 'to reveal our 'guilt. That 
with' the destru'Gtion of the 'literal Ba'oylon (JerE:miah 51), v~rse, which can 'be a means of spiri,tu~1 restoration and 
confh;ms to the faithful servants ,that the deliverance the starting~point for the'reconstruction of a sinne'r's life 
will he real 'and firla!: "And' a mighty angel took up a is, read -in Luke 9 :25:" , 
stone like a 'great millstone, and cast it into the sea, "FOR WHAT IS A MAN.ADVANTAG.ED, 'JIF:aE GA'IN 
saying, 'r~UI'I with violence s'haU that great city Ba'bylon ',THE WHOLE WORLD, AND 'LOSE HIMS'ELF\ 'OR BE 
he thrown down, and g1hlil1lbe found, no more at all:" Have OAiST AWAY?" .. , -

ATTEND TO 'REA,[)ING! 
GIVE ATTENDANCE TO READING!" This was ,part of the 

, 'advice 'Which the aging Paul gave to his young 
pastor friend, Timothy. Such 'an exhortation is valid 
Ilot only for 'Timothy and his, fel'low ,pastors of all a'ges 

, hut for the ,people of God as a whole. 
, The apostle 'here refe~.s primarily to the reading of the 
Word of God for no pastor and no Chr,istian w~1I experi
ence, a ,growth' in grace 'if the oraCles of.. the Most High, 
are neglected or given only carelefls and, spas'modic atten
tion. How important is this ili the life and work of the 
true preacher Of the' gospel! In. this day in whioh t'here 
is so much good reading inate,rial for Christians,' there 

, . is apt to ,he the temptation to make the reading of that 
which, is good the su'bstitute for ·the reading of that 
whiCih is 'best: T,his ean Ibe done only at the eJq>ense of 
the spiritual growth of the servant of the Lord. Further 
it will lead to the ,impoverishment of the people of God 
who are1!ritrusted to his ca'l'e'and ministry. -
, Paul stressed' the necessity -of reading the Word 'be-

I cause of the benefit that would accrue to the soul Of bhe 
read~r. In that great Ibiogratphy ''Goforth .of ,Ohina", 
Mrs, ,Goforth tells us something that helps account for 
the spirifual pQwer of her 'Spirit~filled husband - "Jona
than Goforth DOVED the Word. To him the,simple read-

, i:p.g of it was a delight. It was sac,red, divine., How often 
'hav:e I seEm him, when ta'king up his, Bihle to read, first 
uncover 'his head and in an attitude of deepest reverence . . ", . 

, remain so a few ,moments. :before ,begJnning his ~eading. , 
lIn this simple act we see the secret of his life. Before he 
c,rossed the Borderland ,he stated; that he 'had read'the 
,Bible seventy-thr~e times from cover to cover!" Need 
we wonder then that men instinctivley felt that they were 
in the presenceo'f Ii spiritual' giant' when they met this 
man of God?' , ' . 

Then, too, thepastOl' will find that to be effective 'in 
the Lord's service,:this attendance to reading tJhe Word is 
imperative. - " , 

'Only as th,e pastor or Christian worker',b'ecomes im
mersed in the Word of God will 'he be a.ble to view sinners 
~nd ,saints through the eyes of God'. T1he reading of the 
Bible inevitably transfers to the, prayerful reader the 
pulsating passion 'of the Saviour and ena;bles him to view 

, mankind 'hrt'he blazin'g liglht of eternity. ' 
'l'hts applies equa'Uy. to all Christians whether they he 

full time' wOl"ker.s in the Lord's vineyard or whether they 
'have secular occupations., 'The read,ing of the Word will 
have th~ effect of 'sanctifying the' dai'ly eX'periences of 
life so that even t'he commonest occurrence is seen to have 
ete~al reperc!l,sg:ions. We g,rll;nt, that other', spiritual 
readmg may produce such an effect !but on~y the constant 
reading of the Word of God ma:kes this to Ibe an a'hiding 
e~perience. ''Theref'Ore, -Christian, give attendance to' 
readoing the Word of the Lord I 

In what w~ are about to say, we ,shall ,perhaps ,be mis-
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understood by some 'good people. At the ris'k of ,such 
misunderstanding, however, we proceed to say that, the 
'Christian should also ,give attendance to other good read
ing, hothspir.itual and .secular. 'This must, never replace. 
the readin'g of the mble hut must supplement it and :be 
viewed in the light of the ,scriptures. We think that this 
is e~eciaIIy important in our day in which we' are of
feredso many substitutes for real, intensive reading. 

,When we consider the number of ,good, ,spiritual boo'ks 
,that are at the disposai of the believer, it is appalling to 
think that some Christians never . read one from one 
year's end to the other. The newsp~per, the current 
secular magazi.nes and 'best-selling novels (-good and bad) 
have a place in their homel!_but scores of spiritual classics 
have never heen seen nor read. ~Such persons are rob
,bing themselves of a riCih inheritance just as surelyas.if 
they were neglecting .to receive the money willed to them 
by a rich relative. ' 

. 'Those who rob their child,ren of such reading are doing 
, a 'grav~ injustice to the rising -generation. We do not 

here refer only to the 'great writings of the Puritans and 
other heavy read'ing of that sort :but as well 'we think of 
the biographies of the men of God of 'past gener~tions', 
the thrilling, stories . of the missionary labours of the 
soldiers of the cross and the devotional :books by some of 
God's ~hoicest servants. Let us forever rid ourselves of 
that false notion that :good, spiritual reading is duH. 
Just make an experiment and you wi'll find, that there 1s 
notlhing in all the realm of secular 'literature to compare 
to this .sacred treasury. 

, , 
'There is a tendency today among even evangel'icals that 

could lead, to less reading among believers. We refer to 
reHgious movies and, in so doing, expect a ,howl of protest 
from some quarters. Be that as it ~ay, we know whereof 
We speak and will not be intimidated by our 'criti'CS. On:ce 
we 'heard a professor of English who, although he was not 
a professing Christian, had a vioient disIi:k,e for movies. 
He based his d'islike upon the fact that movies- developed 
a lazy mentality in those who constantly attended them. 
Such persons would spend an evening in the theatre and 
simply sit and watch the excitement of some 'story. He 
ma:intained that the h'abit ~ould engender a lazy men-
tality which discoura'ged any real thou'g'ht.· . 

The current trend to reUgious movies' can have the 
same effect although it is even more dangerous for it 
can rO'b Christians of the joy found in reading the Word 
and other spiritual literature. It can further stunt the 
'growth of the mind so tJhat iazy' 'Christians Will expect 
a celluloid d'iet with only a sprinkling of light reading. 
"Give attendance to reading'!" 

Let nothing detract' the 'Christian f.ro~ this neces'sary 
duty ,and he will soon discover that it is an inestimable 
joy and privilege. How than~fut __ we shoulil be to the 
Lord that He has given us eyes with which to read minds 
with w;hich to grasp truth and souls which can o~erflow 
at the conte,~plation of the divine ~ealings. 

PRAYER - A BE)LL-ROPE ' 
Prayer puns the ,rope below,and the great bel'l .rings 

above in the ears of God. Some s'carcely: :stir the beH, 
, _ for they pray :so languidly; others -give but an occa·sional 

pluck at the rope. But he who wins with Heaven is the 
man who grasps the rope Iboldly and puns 'continuously, 
with a'll. his mriJght. 

SIX~H 'LECTURIE 
in tfue 

~nglish 

'Bible 

Course 

ENlGlJfSH BI'BLE OOURS'E 
TORONTO BAPTIiST 'SoEMINARY 

By Dr. C. D. Cole 
Novem!ber 3rd, 1955 

THE CHRISTIAN RACE 
Hebrews 12:1-13 

THE writer of ,this epistle to the Hebrews sticks to his 
.sll'bjectand perseveres at his task His su:bject is 

the Lord Jesus Christ a'nd his taS'k is' to so set Ohrist 
forth and 'give warnings and, m'a'ke such exhortations' as 
will stop the Hebrews cold in threatened 'defection from 
the 'Christian faith. His one- olbject of faith is the Lord 
J esO's Christ. He makes the Old Testament references 
to ,the coming Messiah focus on Jesus ChrisVt. He makes 
the'Lord Jesus the substance and reality 'to which 'all the 
types and shadows of the Old Testament point. And all 
of his exhortations are exhortations to persevere in faith 
that is in Jesus Christ. " 

\ Exhortation and Warning 
, " 

The section before us begins with exhortation. Ex'
"horta'tion and warning have b,een prominent 'and, timely 
throughout the epistle. In chapter two there is 'an 
eX'hortation to give earnest attention to the gos'pel which 
'they had heard 'prelrched lest theys'li'ould forget it. 'This 
exhortation is .grounded on the superiority of Jesus 
Christ to prophets and angels. In chapter three there is 
a warning 'a.gainst hardening the heart in unbelief as did 
Israel under Moses in the day of the ,provocation. In 
chaipter four 'there are three exhortations. We are urged 
to lab'our to enter into' that rest 'that Chris't provided for' 

-us in His work. of red,emption. We are urged to hold fast 
our profession on the .ground that Chris't has entered 
heaven -as our- great High 'Priest. We are exhorted to 
corne boldly to the throne ,of 'g,race for mercy and help 
on, the ground that Christ is' 'a High Priest that can be 
touched with the feelings 'of our infirmities. 

In chapter six the ex'hortation is to rn'a'ke. progress in 
Christian knowledge and experience. Writing as a teacher 
the apostle ,says he i's 'going to leave, the, elementary 
things and proceed to advanced truths concernin!g Ghris't 
and the Christian faith. His_,pur,pose to do this is based 
upon l).is feeling that he cannot help those who have cer
tain knowledge and experiences and, then fall away to 
the old ,reli'gion of Judai'sm. This is one of the most con
troverted pass'ages 'in all the Bilble. Some think it is a 
description of Iborn again people who have lost their 
salvation. 'Some who hold this view think that the salva
tion may;be reclaimed and that a person may be saved·' 
and lost again and again, over, and over. Dr. Wilks was 
a 'g,reat Methodist preacher of'the South and he thought 
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thi's sixth cha'Pter of Hebrews taught that a regenerated 
person could 10se his salvation !but that in losing it, it 
was lost forever and there was no hope of his conversion 
again. Dr. B. H. Carroll once attended a Me'thodist re
vival. He s'aw 'a man weeping and asked him what was 
his trouble. The man said, "II have Ibeen converted s~veral 
times, but I lose it every time." And the Doctor sa,id, 
"You must Ibe mistaken on one of t\VO points. Either you 
were not genuinely converted, or you 'have not lost it. For 
both could not be true." But the -man said, "'I know I was 
converted, and I know I -lost it." Then Dr. Carroli said, 
"Why ~re you wasting your time here 1 Why are you 
shedding need1ess tears 1" And then the Dodor ,read, these 
verses from the 'Sixth of Hebrews. "For it is impossible 
for those who were once enlightened; and have tasted of 
the heavenly gift, 'and were made partakers of the Holy 
Ghost, And have taslted the good word of !God, and the 
,powers of the world to come, If they 's'haI1 fall away, 'to 
renew them again unto repentance." Quoting that, the 
Doctor said, "I 'must. leave you, and' ,go to someone else." 
But the rna~ said, "J;>lease don't leave me! May-be I am 
mistaken on one of 'these two points!" D'r. Carroll thought 
that the 'pas'sage. is hypothetical - 'a suppo.sed case but 
something that never happens and could not i})·appen. 
According to this view the passa'ge descri;bes a saved per
son, ·a born again person, and teaC'hes that if'a :born again 
person s'hould lose his salvation -it would be lost forever. 
Now this was the position Dr. Shie1ds took as perhaps 
all of you know. Much 'as I admire Hr. B. H. Carroll 
and Dr. T. T. Shields I do not 'hold to this view. John 

~unyan, and. John Brown understood the pas'sa'ge to be a 
description of religious -people who had certain knowledge 
and had ex-per.ienced certain feelings of religion but did 
not nave the root of 'the matter in 'them; somewhat li-ke 
the s~ony ground hearer who r~ceives the word with .joy 
but 'When tribulation and persecution 'ariseth because of 
the word, he is offended and losen interest in what he had 
professed. Jo'hn Bunyan thought the description fal1s' 
arhort of a ·born ag·ain pers'on. Now it is possi.ble for a 
person to know considerable about the Christian religion 
and to have religious feelings without -being Iborn from 
aJbove. Moreover the little word if is not in tlleGre~k 
text and the passage read!3, "and then fell ·away",so that 
the falling away -is as much· a part of the description as 
what goes !before -it. You will notice in reading this 
passa'ge that it does. not say that the persons had, .been 
born a'gain or th'at they had believed. Now 'it seems to 
me that it describes a .possible, if not a probable case," 
and therefor~ it could not !be the description of a horn 
a'gain person. No born again pers()n can fall away so 
as to be' finally lost. I take it to ·be religious persons 
without the new l?ir'th an!! so far as the a'postle was con
cerned 'he could do nothihg to 'he1'P them. He was not 
speaking of What God could or might d(). Now if there 
is any comfort in !being 'in .... good company then !both sides 
on this i:~sue can find comfort for great names are lined 
up on :bot'h sides. !But we can !be pO'sitive, as all Baptist 
s~hola'rs 'have taug-ht, that the ,pas'sage does not' teach 
that regeneration can !be lost or that'a born agan person 
can lose his salvation. 

In chapter ten verses 'twenty-two to twenty-five we 
hav:e an exhortation of a threefold nature. We' are ex
horted to draw near with'a true heart in full as'surance 
of faith on the 'ground that IChrist !by His blood ,has 
opened a way for U'S into 'the .presence of God. We are 
exhorted to hold the 'Confession of our hope on the 

. , 

ground. that we have a great Priest- over 'the house of 
God. Weare urged to provo'ke one another unto love and 
$ood works as we see the day approaching. To the. Jews 
~t must have ,been 'the day of t'he de'struction of Jerusalem. 
But for practical purposes to us it is the -day of His 
second coming. Another exhortation is found in chapter 
ten verse thirty-five. "Cast not away' therefore your 
confidence, which ha'th 'great· recompence of reward." 
The Hebrews are reminded of the former day-s when 
they were williI),g to be made a gazing stock and suffer 
the los'S of goods' in the confidence tliat they had a 
'better and endu·ring 'substance in heaven. He wants them 
to persevere under trial in the same confidence. 

II. 
The Race (I, 2) 

Now this· brings us to chapter tW.elve and t.o the ninth 
exhortation. "W'herefore seeing we also are· 'compassed 
about with so great a cloud of witnesses. let us lay aside 
eve~y weigh:t, and the ..sin. whic'h doth so easily !beset us, 
and let us run with patience the race 'that is 'set before 
us, Looking unto Jesus the auth6r and finiSiher 'of our 
faith; who for the joy that was set before .'him endured 
the cros's, despising the s·hame. and is Iset do~n a't the 
right hand' of the thone of God. For consider him that 
endured such contradiction of sinners agains:t himself 
lest ye Ibe wearied and faint in your minds." 'The imager; 
here is drawn from the Corin'thian 'games and the 
language is highly r'hetorical and figurative. The 'writer 
calis for his' ,readers to keep on running the Christian 
race as if they were surrounded by a multitude of s-pec
tatol"s. I do no't tftlinrk we s'hou:ld marke this passage teach 
that the departed saints ;ire watching us from their 
places in heaven. The apostle is still thinking ahout the 
examples of faith he has 'been 'giving. They represent a 
great crowd of witnesses who testify to t'he value of 
persevering faith'in t'h'e face of trial and difficult.y. The 
Christian life is represen'ted here as a race and the 'be
liever is likened to an athlete. 

,Breaking th'e metaphor dawn we have first, the duty 
enjoined: "Let us ~un with patience the race that is set· 
before us"; second, :tl!.e means by. which ·the dufyis to 
be performed: "Lay aside every weight, and the sin whkh 
doth so easily 'beset us"; third, the manner in which it is 
to 'he done: "Looking unto Jesus 'tJhe author 'and finisher 
of our faith." 

IThe duty enjoined is set forth under the figu're of a 
race.. 'It is I!0t a call to Inter the race but to ~eep on 
runmng. It IS to -be run with 'patience' or 'with endu,rance 
Using 'the same metaphor Pau:l said to the Galatians "Y~ 
did run weH; who .dido hinder YQU that ye 'Should not' obey' 
the ~ruth 1" 'I't ,is not how we start in the Christian pro
f~sslon.'but hrow we do When the 'going :gets rough. The 
f],gure of a race suggests that the Christian life is a'Ctive 
laborious, regulated, progressive' and, persevering. Th~ 
figure of a race will no't allow of idleness and laziness. 
The life of faith is not an easy-db'air life. The life of" 
faith is not '~ade tip of enthusiastic feelings, specious 
talk and mystIcal speculations. Running is hard work. 
The IChI'istian life 'is la~orious. That i's what the writer' 
wants us to see. To live a life that pleases God in a world 
that ha~e~. GOd. is, not an easy thing to d(). To ~epresent 
the Oh:Is'ban . hfe as a sort of pleasu,re trip tllrough this 
world IS to VIolate the figure' of a' race. The Christian' 
life ~s so d'if~icu~t that ~here is, danger of 'becoming 
wearIed and famt m our mmds. lIt is·~ot easy to take up 
the 'Cros~ and d'eny ol]-~'s self. It jos no't easy to cut off 
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a ii'ght hand or 'to ·pluck out a rigiJlt eye. lit is not' easy to .lig'~tly of" its shame wp.i!;h was 'but for a moment as com
, put to· death'our membei's·W'h'ich are on earth .. It i's not 'paredto the eternity of glo:ry a~d honour. "LoOking unto 

- easy to crucify 'the 'fles'h with the affeCtions 'and' lusts.-' Jesus'~; ',notice, not, unto tJhe, :J;1ord. Here we have our 
And f01"that reason we need to loOk to JesU's for strength Saviolir in :His humanity, 'as· the Man of f'aith. In Jesus 
.for without Him we, can do nothing.: The li~e of faith is we have the M~n of perfect f.aith.Even Hi'S enemies tes'ti
a regulated life. A ·man may, run, up and down or in a fied to His faith When th~y s'aid', "He trusted, in G04.; . 
circle, but tihat is, not running a race. The life ot faith let him deliver h'ipl now, if ;h'e. wili 'have 'him.~' "Looking: 

. must,be regulated by'the .word of 'God,. It 'is' not merely, unto Jesus"; ,the's\lpreme example' of a life of fait~. The , 
d'oing somethin!g !bu:t ~'Oing what GOd has commanded' i'n' apostle' exhorts his readers to ''C6riside~ him 'that endu·red . 
·the·waY He !has. preScribed that is 'important. There is such contradiction of sinners a'gainst himself, 'le~t ~hey' 
progress.in' running Ji'race. You don't stay in' the same be. wearied ,and faint in their minds." Our.bl~ssed 'Lord 
,place. "You 'get somewhere. To cliange tlh:e ':figure it' 'is', was ctmstari:tly exposed to .pe;rsecu:ti!>n from wiCKed ,m~m.· 
growth in. 'grace and' in the ,knowled'ge of the truth: The ',,~e was ridiculed 'as low-bred. He was ibran!ded~s a 

. Ohristian,l1fe' is 'a persevering exeritiori. INo race is run glutton and, winebj,bber.· He ,w.as sI,leeriI,l'gly referred 'to 
until the 'goal i's l'eaC'hed. We'a:re'to run with endurance; as th'e friend of publicans arid :sinners .. -H~· was called, an 
keep. oD. running ,is the 1ftiolight", No ''tim'e limit to, !the imposter. He.was clt~rged: wit'h.:seditio~ .. :H~ was a~c~sed 

• Christian life except '!the limit, of our eaTithly'days. No of Ibeing, in league with demons. ,And! He eIi,dUTed' it, all. 
holiday from the Christian life. In runniil'g th,e IOhristian . He 's,tayed in "the rlilce li~tii He reached' th'e goal; ~h~' goal 

. race we mu'snay as'id·e every weighit and'the sjn which of 'our s·alvation. He did .not -turn 'b8;,t'k bu't set His fa:ce . 
doth 'so e~sily bes'e't us. TKere ai'e' two ~inds of weights ,Ii'ke·a flint to 'go to ;Jerusalem where He died to put a~ay 

, tha!t i~ped-e the life of,fai'th. The're are things lawful· in our sin. 'If we will let :the 'experiences ori~ Iblessed ~Savlour , 
". thenis,elves 'which may become t~o 'absorbing. Every Chris- went th,rou'goh. da,ily .be ~ matte~ of constlilnt cont~mplation ' 

ti'an' .nian',should ,ask himself if his bU'siness is hurting,. H will show us how light ·ar.e our sufferings IilS compar.ed . 
or helpin,g' his business of being a Christian. Th'en there ,to Hi,S. CohtempI-atiun of Chr~st iii His'sufferi-I,l'gs· ils the 
are ~estily IJlsts that war a,gainst the soul, various kinds true ~ntidote for weariness. . If ~ny. ,one of· us ,shou:Jd 
pf worl(Uy amusement, which to say the least of it will' think 'his cup of trouib,1e is large! let hiin compar~ it ,with 

" , s~rveas, a drag'on ou,r'spir.ituaIity and hurt us in running the cup Chrn~t' drank 'We ou·ght'to let What ,Christ e~
the Chri~tian race.. "And if thy right hand offend 'thee, dured excite in" us Ii willingness to ~uffer for Him. 
cut it off.", But:m~ny wanl!; Ito put it in a sling! "And 
if thy, ii-ght ~ye offend th'ee, plu~k 'it out." But most of (II •. 

. 'U'S want Ii new: pair of s·p~s! ' And the ibesetting sin is to The Contest '(3, 4) 
, be laid aside.· It, me~ns literally, "the sin that. surrounds A second consid-eration is drawn :[Irom the fact that 

us." The figure is that 0.£ a, 'long flo·whrg robe whic'h . thefr sufferings were not as 'great as they might have 
must 'bl.! put off in ru~,II,ing 'a race. Wh'at does this stand, . been. "Ye have not yet resisted' unto· blood, 'striving 
fo~ ~ Wh'at is 'the -besetting sin 1. ISome think that the b~- a,gainst, 'sin." Sin" is here :pel'sonified. Sin ,is fi'ghtin'g, 
settIng sin is any sin to which any 'individual Christian these Hebrews with various afflictions .. to sUlbdue them 
may !be particularly.pr'one; that it may Ibe ~ne sitl for one, ,and cau·se them to give up the 'fi'gh~ of faith and' turn' 
person and another, ·sin ,for somEf>ody else. But my. jlld'g-, from :thei.r Cht-istian .. profes'sion., 'Tohe words, 'here seem 
ment is that the besetting sin is the sin tha't is common > to intimate that ,the fight ini-ghlt get" worse and that they 
to ali of us, the sin of unb,elief, th'e tenidency'to' apostasy, . , mig'ht ·shed blood In the contesf. The metatphor changes' 
t'he ,pronem::!ss to wander away from 'Qod·. .. . , sligh:tly from the race-course'to the areiIa Where they _ ' 

"Prone to wander, L9rd, ,t feel U; . might' have to "fight with wild beasts. ·The apostle' did , 
, 'Prone to leave the God I love.", not comfort, these Hebrews by tellin'g 'them that the worst 

,. Looking. Unto, Jesus· 
Now'in running the Ohristian'race we must look unto 

Jes~s. Chrjst is ~et before us· as the supreme exemplar 
o~ faith: '.He i's 'the perfect ex'alinpleof endurin'g fa:i.th. 
He never wavered as the 'Captain of our salvation. His, 
w~'S a'~ Ii~e. Of. fa:ith ;from, 'beginni~g to end. He' never 
,w~ver~d 1D ,HIS ~onfl:dence t'bat what ,Gocl,'h·acl promised 
HIm would be forthcoming. He believed: that His- own 

" exal't.atioI,l and the s'alva:iion of His people, would be the 
. resuit of Hisdoin-g and sufferin-g the will of :God. There
, fore He endu,red th'e 'Cros~, and despiosed the s'ha:nie. The 
. "shame 'Of ~he eross views it manwal"d. But there 
was 'something about the eross that our Lord did 
not \ ,despise. TheSihame Ibefore men, He couid 
despise, and di!d despise, but 'there was something 

,~ in' the cross that drew tears and. stron-g 'Cryin-gs 
wheb He was' ·in terrible agony of sout He 'did not I"e
gard being made sin a Ii-ght 'thing but He endured it. 
He was n'ot cruslhed !by its' weight. Joy was set Ibefore 
HIm in :th~ 'promise of God. God· had promised Him 

, resurrection glory' for Him~elf 'and for His people. A,nd 
by r.faith in this promise He went to Calvary thin'king 

was over. He intimates 'that the worst is yet to come. 
"Y ~ have ,not yet resillted· unto :blood, s'triving against 
sin." But it will n9t be w;hat;Christ had· ,to su'ffer ,when 
He was forsaken of God ~nd men. " . 

TIl: 
Child Training (5-13) 

A third consideration has to do wi:th the nature an'd ' 
desi-gn of their aftIic'tions. They had forgotten the scrip
ture onth'e subject of the 'Heavenly Father's dea'Ilngs 
with His c'hjldren, He quotes, Provel'lbs three eleven arid 
twelve, ,"My son, despise no't the.ch'astening of the LoRJD; 
neither 'be 'weary of his co·rrection: For whoin the LORD 
love't'h he correcteth; even as. a: father the s'On in. wh.om. 
he delig'htet'h." Here we find the Old Testamen;t is 
us'ed in helping New Testament ·saints. 'The Old! Telrta
men-t is still in force. The Old Testament is not a Jewish 
Bible. It' is a part of the 'Chris'tian's Bible. It was the 
Bi'bie our LOrd and His apostles used. Paul 'tells U'S 'in 
Romans that "whatsoever things were written aforetim'e 
were written for ou.r -leamiIi'g, that we, through patience 
and comfort of the scriptJlres ..might have ·1rope.;' Afflic
tions When viewed in th'e..light of scripture is an allgu-

.. - .... : .. ,. 
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inent to ,persevering faith. Because 'of their afflictions 
the lIebrews were in danger 'of becoming ,weary and 
fainting in thei,r mind's. This was Ibecause t'hey were not 
viewing thei,r trou'bles as 'Fatherly discip1ine. Every son 
is disciplined'. That is the des,j'gn of affliction's. Afflic
tion in some form or anot'her is aIlo'ted by God to every 
son of His, and is proof 'of .paternal love. T'his does not 
mean t'hat 'every case 'of affliction is proof of God's love 
to the individual -that is afflkted. But every child of 
God may expect afflictions and to him afflictions are for 
discipline. The doCtrine is not that everY'body who has 
trouble has proof of God's love. The drunkard and mur
derer have their troubles but their troubles are no proof 
of the, love of ,God. But every 'Person Who can ma'ke his 
calling and,election sure 'and he positive that he is 'a child 
of 'God may 'regard all afflictions as proof of God"s love. 
Now punishment 'anld chastisement must IQe distingui's~ed. 
They are distinct in source apd subjects and does1ign. Pun
ishment'is from God as a Judge. Chastisement is from 
God as a Father. ' Thes'e Hebrews were suffering perse
Clition fro,m-their unbelieving neighbou,rs' !but this perse
cution was also from the hand 'Of a loving F'ather and 
was in the nature of chastisement. The Ibeliever can
not be condemned and therefore he cannot be -punished 
but he may Ibe anld will 'be chastised. The second ~distinc
tion Ibetween chastisement and punishment is in the 
.reci'pients of each. Ohastisement is for God's children; 
punishment i's for, 'God's enemies. Ohastisement 'is par
ental; 'punishment is judicial. The .third distinction is 
iIi the design of each. Punishment is retributive; chas
tis'ement is ,r~m~dial. Luther said, ",God has two rods, one 
of mercy, and goo'dnes'S, the other of anger and :(urY." 
Punishmen't is for the 'honour of the law. Ohastisemen't 
is for t'he nrofit of the child. And we must differentiate 
between pimfshment and chastisement. Ohastisement is 
painful now ,but profitruble hereafter. The word here 
rendered chastisement mean'S' literally, "child-training", 
So that in lJ1l of- our experienc.es, in all 'of our afflictions, 
our Heavtm1y Fa'ther is training us as His children. 

'Now there are, four as'pects of chastisement or child
training. Trials and difficulties and afflictions maY'lbe 
for deve'lopmen't of api,ritual -graces as in the c'ase of 
Abraham. Ab'ra'ham's 'trial was not to correct him but ., 
to increase ;his faith and give him a fuller knowledlge of 
God. It may be for cort'ection as in the case of David. 
David said, "Before' I was afflicted I went astray: bult 
now have I kept thy word,." Chastisemen't may be for 
prevention 'of pride as in the case of, the apostle Paul and 
his thorn. ,T'he thorn wa'S not 'given to Paul Ibecaus'e o'f 
any 'sin 'or failure /but to 'keep him humb1e, 'as 'a preventive 
against pride. Paul tells us t'h'a't he, had had such mar
velous privileges that it would have ,been too much for 

. -the flesh to take if the 'Lord bad not. sent :the thorn as a 
messenger of Satan to buffe't him, leslt he 'Should' Ibe lifted 
up with pride. It' is also 'employed a's a cure for self 
a-i-ghteousness as in the case of J o:b. There ,was not a 
little of self importance and self rig'h:teoU'sness in Job 
at the ibegi{lning,but at the end when he was hroug,ht face 
to iface with the thrice ~01y !God he said, "I aJbhor mY'self, 
and repent in dust and ~'Shes." ,So our ,H.ea,7en1y Father 

. diSCipline!!, and there is' not ,a child that He does· not 
discipline: 'In our experiences we oug-lit to inquh'e as to 

'" t'hecause of an'our afflictions. It is our Heavenly Father 
dealing with us a's a child. ' 

N'Ow we must 'take time to speak briefly of the twofold 
exhortati'on in this 'Connection. , '''Despise not thou the 

" .... 

chastenjng of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebu'ked 
of him." There i.s a twofold danger totlJe c'hild qf God 
under "the c'hastening ~and of God .. There is' the danger 
on the one hand that he wm despis.e and lightly regard .it. . 

'DiscipIin!'l is not 'something to 'smile at an:d joke about as 
if it d'id--'not 'hurt. 'To despise discipline is to invite more 
of it. 'The child of God who never feels Hi's Fa'tht:r's roo, 
who is not .exe.rcised ,by it, will either' not ,profit 0.1," he, 
will get ,a_ heavier blow, one t'hat he can feel: Some years 
ago ~ w,as warning one of ,the men in our chui·ch .that a 
certain, COllrse he wa's following if· he was saved would 
bring the chastening hand of G,od, upon him. And he' 
smiled and'said, "Let Him sen'd it. 'I can ta'ke it," But 
it wa~n',t .long 'until he felt that he cou!dn:t t8.'~e i't ·and 
he ~ame Iback to God weeping. Ohastisement is meant to 
'be 'Paipful for it can not' serve'its'purpose otherwise. The 
boy the, whipping doesn't hurt is not hel-ped Iby it. On 
the other hand we must not let chastisement sink us ·into 
desponden'cy and inaction. Chastisement is not the stroke 
of an enemy ,but ,the rod of a Father. Afflictions 'are not 
tokens 'of" hatred 'but of love. T,hey are not to injure us 
but to profit us. 'They are rebukes from bur Heavenly . 
F,ilther to' exCite us into action and 'go'dliness. They are, 
not 'to 'depress us ,but to stir us to duty. AU of us have 
~e n.ature of a wayward sheep and, are :prone to ,go astray. 
But our Heavenly Father is a faithful sflepherd ·who 
knows how to hring us 'baCk to Him'S·E!'!f. This gl'orious 
truth ·of· divine chastisement is strikingly'set forth in 
verse by Thom!ls Wash'burn one of the Puritan'S. 

The 'Saint like,a Si[~y sh~ep d'oth often stray, 
N 0'1 Imowingof ~s way: 
'Blind, deserts and tiJJ.e wilderness of sin 
He daiiy· travels in. - ' : 
There's noat:hing wi~1 reduce 'him sooner ;than 
AlIlfli'ctioDs to lhis pen. ' 
He wanders in!lilie sUllS'hine, but Ii,n. rain 
Apd s'1>9rmy weather ihastens home again. -
Thou, tihe 'great lShepherd of my 8Ou'l., ' 
o keep me, Thy unworthy S'heep from gR$ldi'll'g: 
JIf flair m~ wrl~ not do It, ' 
Le't fQ~l, then, :bI'iln'g me to ,j:t. 
Rabher than 'I should perish in my, error, 
Lord, 'bring'me back with terror;, ~._ ~ 
Better 'I be chastened WWh Thy ,rod and Shep'herd's 

&taM, " .' '. : 
Than syray from Thee, my God: • 

, 'r.hou&1h for the 'liresent ·!Str.ipeS d~ ,grieve me sore, 
At :tihe, ,last they proDi.'t more, " . 
And ma.k~ me.to dbserve Thy word, 
W1hiiclt I neglected heretOfore; ._ 
Let me come home by weepin'g 'Cross 
'I1han stiH be at a loss. 
FoOl' 'health 1'4 rather'take a better ,pili ' 
'I\h'a.n eating sweet-mElats to be Irl~ays in. 

BOO~~ AND BOO.KLETS. 
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Bible School Lesson Outline 
Vol. 19 Fourth Quarter Lesson 8. November 20, 1955 

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) ..... . 

THE BELIEVER'S WARFARE 
Lesson Text: Ephesians 6:10-20. 
Golden Text: "FinaHy, my brethren, !be str()ng in. uhe Lord, 

·and in the 'Power of his m'iJgiht.'~Ephesians 6:10. 

I. Th'e Believer's Armour: verses 10~17. 
. The 'spirdlbual blessings'lWhiCh the believer enjoys because 

of untion wi'tlh Ohrist (Epb. 1-3) carry IWith them -a solemn 
'oIbldgation ito Bve'in a Manner befitting 'iJhis exaUed position 
(Epih. 4-6). 'J.!he S'CT.tptures· everywhere teach 1Jhat the new 
litfe witMn, 'W'hi~h i's ibeSil;owed ll'Pon the repenbanit ,sinner by . 
the sovereign 'grace of God, wi:l'l. !be made manifest, unless' 

. hampered !by sin, in 0l,l't;w8ll'd: appropriate condUc.t (Rom. 
6:1-4; .Epih. 2:8-10; Tit. 3:8). As we have ibeen 'saved by 
grace, lWe are adiInon~shed to 'grow in grace and to attain unto 
matul"ity ,in 'Our OhriSil;ioan eXiperience (Eph. 4:13-15). Thus, 
after exJhorui~g uhe Ephesian OhriSltia.nS to w3il'k worthy of 

. their "biIgh voca15.on, 'n()t only in individual, but ro'so in famHy 
and soCial d'l"Cles, Paul ooncll.udi~ witlb this vinal 'al'l-indusive 
injunction '~Be ,strong" '(1 Cor. 1:6:13; Eph. 3:16; Cdl. 1:11; 
2 Tim. 2:1). 

There is ·a curren't mistaken ide'a :that the reli'gion of 
Chrl,st .is al,l 'right f'OT women ·and chIldren, !for .1fue weak and 
81ged, ibut not ':for the 'Pel'\S()n' in fulil. vigor of Me. On ;j)he 
other 'hand, the S'Criptures descriJbe the Christian life as a 
battle,_'a contest, a race, wherein s,trenuous eUort mus.t be 
main'ilained to 're'ach tlbe goo,q «(Phiq. 3:12-14; 2 Tim. 2:3; 
Heb. 4:11; 12: 1, 2). Note the synonym's used in ·vel'se 10: 
"'strong", "power", "'rIllight" (d. E;plb.. ~:19, whiic'h in' th\! 
Greek contains 5 words for "'P·OIWer"). 

Even :in :tJhe natura:l.· rea1m, 'ldfe fs a pel'lpetua'l strugg'le 
a:ga:illSlt opposing forces. A plant mUBt be strong enough to 
combat disease, insec1ls, un!favourmble climatic conditions and 
ether difficU!lties. ;Inuhe s.piTii:tua!l reaJm, .uhe soul must 
resi'st ev'i:l in every fol'IIl, and: 1Jhen reac'h toward 'perfecui"on 
(Ma:tt. 5:48; 2 Cor; 13:9; Reb. 6:1). Holiness itself implies 
·an antmgonism uo 'a~~ that is impure. 'Complete victory over 
o~r spiritU!al foes wil~ 'be attained only When we reacll heaven. 
In .the meantime, -adthoUigh tJhe Ohri-stian may ibe g.·ranted com
parative victory 'in his ·skirmishes against sin,. there is neveiI' 
a time When ~e can safely iay 'aside "hds armor. I.ike the 
returnling captives, 'he must buHd with a trowel in one hand 
and a S'W()rd in the o:ther (Nelh. 4 :17, 18). 

The sphere ()':f this warTare is stated to ibe "in the he'aven
Ues". From 1ihis E'Pisrtle we ~earn that 'this pihra,se doescribes 
the place of blessing (1:3), tJhe 'Posdtion of ,uhe glorified 
S'3JV'i'Our (1:20), iIftle exalted stand'ing of the ibeliever in Ghrist 

. (2:6); the place where the 'Pul'lpose 00: God is revealed (3:10) 
and the sphere 'of the believer's warfare (6:12). The contest 
is n'o't personal, n'Or carnal, ibut rather ,takes p1:ace in tlbe realm 
of the Slpil'litual (2 Cor. 10:4). 

At times th~ warfare must be 'alga:inet ·sellif, ,the fieslh and 
the world. (1 J()hn 2:15-17), but it is chiefly against Satan. 
HilS name means "Ad'Vers'ary" (1 Pet. 5:8). He is also ca:lled 
"Devtl" - ,tlbe ·s<l'a.nderer, the ·accuser (J()b 1:9.; 2:4, 5; ZeC'b. 
3:1, 7.; Rev. 12:10). He ,is the arch~deceiver, posing as an 
angel of Hg'h't (2 Cor .. 11:14; Rev. 1'2:9), and is symibolized by 
the cruel d,ragoll' (Rev. 20:2), tJhe sUlbtile, wily serpent (Gen. 
3:1-4; '.M'att. 10:16) and 'tlbe.'r<Ya-ring ldon (1 Pet. 5:8). 

That our enemy is not to be ldightly '~steemed or under
estim'ated is c'~ear f.rom the .description of ilris 'authority 
(Jude" 9). He 1S the god of thIS world-:6y'stem (2 ·Cor. 4:4), 
the ,pTi.nce of this world-system (John \12:31; 14:30; 16:11), 

. and lris dominion, is so organized ;tJhaJt he has suibordinates -
• prioopa11ties, POlWl!rs, rulers 00: this world's d'al'lmess (E:pIh. 

1:21; Got 1:16; 2:10, 1'5), mindsters 'or servants (2 Cor. 
11:13-1'5), and he leads 'rol tlhe hosts of demons (Matt. 12:24). 
I ~gainst this ma'ghty and exalted pel'SODillige we wou~d 'be 
heJ.plel;lS, if left to ourselves. But, 'being saved 'by grace, we 
are maintained by the graee of God through tJhe H<Yly S'Pirit 

- and we can be strong in the Lord. His is tJhe batt'le, and Hi~ 
the glory of the 'Victory. He .wil~ supply the armour, the 

panopi'y of God, but we must be willing to !put ,It on and to 
Uifle it (Rom. 13:14; Gall .. 3:27), and we must stand fast 
(1 Cor. 15:58), resis,t 'and 'attack ·uhe foe, taking ad'Vanta:ge 
o':f the resources so albundmtly IJIrovided (Matt. 16:23; Jas. 
4:7; 1 Pet. 5:9). We must guard against dicSCOuragemenlt 
and defeatism, favourite ins'truments of the enemy. 

The ,lUlmour whiclh ,is availaJble for the lbe'liever in'C'ludes the 
girdde 'Of ,truth (Is'a. 11:5; 2 Cor. 6:7), tlbe bre~tp'1,3Ite of 
rrghiteousness (Isa. 59:17; 1 TheSIS. 5:8), the S1hoes enabling us 
to carry the message of the Gospel to others (Isa. 52:7; 
Ma:tt. '28:7), and the mrieid of faith, ·tJhe 'aJppr()pnl8.te weapon 
:JIgainst tlbe fiery on'Slaughts of the wicked one '(1 John 
5 :4, 5). Our heads Wil'l !be pTO·tecteci iby Ithe Ihelmet, repre
senting s'a~V'a;tion~ Notice thalt no armour is provided for the 
back; 'lfue Christian mus't not faint 'or run alWay, 'hut must 
commit him!sellf to :tJhe keeping "Of his Saviour. . • 

One weaJPon 00: ofien'Sive warfare is provided; the shal'lp, 
'pOlWerfu~, two-ed1ged SlWord of tihe Word 00: God, wGtich ;is the 
instrument used !by the H<Yly Spil'lit to convict, convert, re-· 
prove, instruct, ,teach and strengthen (John 16:7-11; 2 Tim. 
3:15,16; IHeb. 4:12, 13; J'as. 1:18,21; 1 Pet. 1:23; 2:2) • 

II. The Warrior's Attitude verses. 18-20. 
iJn ~ew of the en~my's power and ceaseless 'aitivity, 't'he 

'Chrrstian must be trustful, cour.ageous . and Sll;eadfaslt.. But 
he must also maintain 'the attitude' 00: prayer and watchful-
ness' (!Matt. 26:(1). '" -'. 

The s'anne Holy SiPiori:t by wlhom the believer is sea'led (E'Ph. 
1:14; 4:30), indiwelt (E'Ph. 2:22), strengthened (Eph. 3:16), 
united: with 'his ibrethren m' the Ibond of peace (F-"Ph. 4:3, 4), 
enabled to ibear fruit (Elph. 5:9) and' fH[ed o('Eph. 6:18), win 
aq,so Ibe. our Hel'Per in 'P"l"ayer. (Rom. 8:26, 27). AliI 'true prayer 
is addres'sed to ·tlbe Fatlber through the Son by ·the aid of 
the H<Y1y Sipint. Prayer is "the Ohristian's vd.tal brea1ih", the 
atmosphere, in w'hi'Ch he must !live, work "and W'al'. !He must" 

. ever ,be in the a:ttitud~, 'bhe B'Pi'l"i t df. prayer ('Luke 18: 1 ; 
. 1 Thes'S. 5:17). . _ 

ISo, too, 1Jhe !believer must conti;n'llaH'y be on trhe 'alert, f()r 
the enemy wi:l~ make 'his attack at thJ;l unexpected' time, in 
the· unexpected !place (Luke 4:13; 1 Cor. 10:12). The 
Chrrstian can never slllfely forget his danger; he must remain 
awake, waooh'fUlI and s'oIber (Rom. "13:11, 1'2; Eph. 5:14; 1 . 
'Dhes·s. 5:6-8). He must pray, as though a<lq depended upon 
.the Lord, and work, as though 'aU depended u'Pon himse'lf 
(Neh. 2:4, 5; 4:4-6, 9). , . 

Daily Bible ReadiJngs 
Nov. 14-'Dhe "Believer's Adversary ......................... 1 Pet. 5:1-10 
Nov. l'5-Ad'Versary is God 00: This World-System' . 

John 14:25-31 
NO'V. l'6-Ad'Vers'ary is Prim:e of Demons ..... ~.;. Matt. 12:22-32 
Nov. 17-Advel"sary Tempted (Th,riSlt .................... Matt. 4:1-11 
Nov. 1'8"'-Ad'versary is Accul!l'er 'of -Brethren ........ Rev. 12:1-12 
Nov. 19-Ad'Vers'ary is a Deceiver ....................... 2 Cor. 11:1-15. 
Nov. '20-Adversary Fina:Uy Destroyed ............... Rev. 20:1-10 

Suggested Hymns 
-Chris'man, s'e~k not yet repose. 

f OnlWaI'd', Christian soldie:rs • 
Soldiers of'IOhrist arise;' . 
Christian, doot thou see tJhem ? 
True-heal'lted, whole-hearted 
Stand up, stand up for Jesus! 
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