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WHO ARE THE PERSECUTED?

By C. H. SPURGEON

N THESE silken days men seem able to do anything
without troubling their consciences in the least. Big-
otry ‘has become so unpopular, that multitudes of re-

, ligidus professors have abandoned™all care about prin-

ciple, lest they should be suspected of intolerance. No-
body now can be acchised of straining at gnats; but the
swallowm'g of camels, humps and all, is performed both
in pubhc and in 'prlvate as a common affair; and he who

raises any objection is denounced as strait- laced People )

look at you with amazement if you suggest that there i8
such a thing as fixed truth; and they eye you with su-
. Preme contempt if you dare to hint that the opposite of
truth must be a lie. . You must be some old fogey, or
antediluvian, or you would never make such an observa-
tion. ‘The sooner.you are back in Noah’s ark the better.
There can be no doubt that, in years gone by, some
brethren have drawn the line too tightly, and have pro-
vokeéd men to license by refusing them liberty. We are
willing to admit that there may have been too ready a
condemnation of brethren who were sound at heart, be-
cause they did not exactly correspond in opinion with the
dominant section. No doubt true Israelites have been
smitten because they could not pronounce “Shibboleth”,
and bring out the sk distinctly. We do not for a moment
‘defend ungenerous censures of good men; neither would
we willingly utter them ourselves. But, after all, the
evil of bigotry has been cast out at too great an expense,
if firm adherence to principle has been thrown out with
it. There was no need that it should be so; for a man
can surely be at the same time liberal in his judgment
of others and firm in his own corvictions: but that the
grip of principle has been relaxed in favour of the grasp
of confederacy is clear to the most casual observer. Where
are now the men who would sooner die than betray a
grain of the divine treasure of the gospel? Where are
the sturdy believers who earnestly contend for the faith
once delivered to the saints? A compositor had to set

up a text concerning Daniel, of whom we read in the’

Scriptures that “an excellent spirit was in him”; but
the worthy workman misread his copy, and the proof
appearéed thus—*“an excellent spine was in him”—by no

~

. means a mischievous mistake when it described one so

fearless in following the Lord his God. 'Could more of
such excellent spines be inserted into certain brethren, .
it would be well; but backbone would render them un-
fashionable, and lead them into the wars.

'Meanwhlle, it is worthy’of notice. that Iatxtudma-rlan
opinions have not increased the amount of brotherly love
in the. religious world; on the contrary; they have simply
changed the course of rancour, and.increased its power.
We have escaped from the whips of orthodox bigotry to
be chastised ‘with the scorpions of "heterddox contempt
We have, indeed, leaped from the frying-pan into the
fire. ‘Compared with the rule of the Liberal Rationalist,
the domination of the Rigid Doctrinalist was gentleness
itself. *Well may we pray to be savéd from the intoler-
ance of liberality, the contemptuous hate which is the
outcome of pretended breadth. Modern liberalism has
reached the ‘conclusion that the mere existence of evan-
gelical opinions is an accusation of itself, and an infringe-
ment of its own prerogatives. Al who hold orthodox
views are dolts, dunces, persons devoid of culture, and
utterly unacquainted with science. What right have these
simpletons to form churches or to choose ministers 2 ‘They,
ought to contribute to colleges for the education of those
who would oppose them, to elect pastors who woiild abuse
them, and to support associations where novel views are
ostentatiously paraded. These rights they may have, but
none beyond. If they will not exercise these blessed privi-
leges they are bigoted persecutors. This is the best that
liberalism has to say of them: Liberalism is more bitter
than the old bigotry, more intolerant than the old sec-
tarianism. It will not allow or hodoxy to call anything its
own; it would fileh from it every house it has built, every
pulplt it has raised. Tt is trying to. do this, and if it be
hindered in its game, it calls a trust-deed ‘“the dead
hand”, and whimpers ‘“intolerance”. Let it whimper!
What would the complainants themselves say if their.own
private inheritances were taken from them because they
came to them by the will of a dead man, and were held

by deeds to which only departed men were parties? This

cant is nothing but an excuse for robbery.
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The other -day we heard of a berson, who_whined that

.he was perseciited, because he could not remain in a

church whose doctrines he altogether. denied: the “cul-
tured” creature could not see that he was the persecutor.

only too happy to find that there remained yet on the
earth a-band-of religionists who believed something, and
could not hold” equal fellowshnp with the: truth and its
“opposite. 'Of course, the anythlngarlans echéed the whine

- ‘What right had he to be there? For our part, we were -

- of their brothér, and soon- there. followed:; a'general howl- -

ing that'-freedom had been violated! - Nothmg can be

“'more illogical and deceptive than the’ complamt which is -

thus raised. It is the old tale of the wolf and .the lamb.
According to this theory, it is intolerance for men to

e assoc1ate for the maintenance of any doctrines unless

they are prepared, to admit into their number those who
deny those doctrines, This appears to be the case if those
téachings happen to be the verities of God; it would be
"different if they were the opinions of a political party.
Clubs of Conservatives are not considered’ to be persecut-
ing if they exclude Radicals from their -membershrp,
but churches of the Lord Jesus Christ are bifterly ‘acciised

of intolerancé- if they reJect men who deny the funda-

mentals of the faith.

" “Great -is Diana of the Ephesmns was a 'fme cry for
Demetrius and the craftsmen; and; nowadays, false teach-
ers of all kinds make equal use of the cry ““Charity! Char-
— meaning thereby indifference to' all truth; or,

‘errors:. They claim to enter anywhere. Though they are
bare]y so right a8 Socinians, they demand a welcome into
any and every Chrlstlan church and they ‘claim liberty
to promulgate their own dogmas within any fold of be-

lievers which they choose to enter. Their more honest

forefathers never asked for such privileges, and would
have scorned. them had they been offered

We have khown cases in which companles of faithful
- men have,’ with great sacrxflce. built for themselves a

"house of prayer, and have- founded charitable, religious, .

and educational institutions in connection therewith. Their
‘views of the teaching of our Lord Jesus have been clear
and definite,”and for many years they have remained a
flourishing fellowship. A young fellow, fresh from col-
lege, has by accident occupied their pulpit for a Sunday,
or two, and has preached agamst the things which were
verily believed in the community. He has beén told plainly
that he was out of place, and he has straightway declared
that-he was persecuted. If he had entered the Queen’s
palace and had orated upon Republicanism; or if he had
gone to St. 'Paul’s Cathedral, and sold apples; he would
have been excluded, as out of his place: but in this case
‘he claimed that he was persecuted because he could not
gam the”pastorate. To stand up- before 4 congregation,
and revile those things which they hold dearer than life,
seems to be the natural right of every man of “advanced
views”! It is'a right wh1ch none but idiots will concede,
- and none but 'braggal ts will c1a1m

There are persons who raise a hubbub every tlme a
“ man- of novel views is not allowed to intrude upon an

-

assembly - of godly peoplé. Shall “the-dear young man”
be kept back,. because his views are rather more en-
lightened (?) than those of the older school? Is'it not

intolerance to refuse to hear the gospel bellled" We'

are not slow to answer. Until it can be proven ‘that it is’
the natural right of hogs to root up our flower—gardens
it will never be-proved that it is the right of ratlonahsts

-
4

-to restrain our opponents.

_paraded.

.ex1stence, and .prepares/ us to, deal with it.

to . destroy our chiirches, leerty is a- matter with two
sides. You may do as you like in your own house, but
notf in mine; you may preach as you please in. your own

church, but you can have no right to do so in another. .
'The people who assemble to worship in a certain.place

‘have some sort of rights, surely: and it is intolerance to
them to set over them a teacher who denies all that they

hold to be divinely inspired. It is no injustice to tell that.

gentleman that he is out of place among them. Let him

fake his opinions anywhere-he likes in the open market; _

nobody denies his liberty of speech; the world is large

enough. But if Christian people are so simple as to say

that they do not desire to hedar him blaspheme their God
and his ‘gospel, in the name of justice what right has he
to force himself upon them? What right have newspapers
to denounce those who will not receive him? What justi-
fication is there for his outery that he is persecuted?
Forsooth, he is persecuted by not being allowed to perse-
cute other people!

It is time that those w’ho adhere to the faith of their
fathers shoul} speak.out. We have desired peace, and .
have therefore been quiet; we have hoped for the best,
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and have waited in patiénce; we .have believed in -our .
. brethren, and expected to-see them return té a, ‘better.

mind. Meanwhile, there has been no forbearance on the

other side: respect for the courtesies of brotherhood, and

tenderness towards other men’s consciences, have failed .
The truth has been :shot at
in addresses to fraternal assembhes, in sermons preached

for evangelical societies, and in lectures supposed: to be {' D

delivered in the interests of the gospel. Are- we to. endure

thig for ever? If it were only our own persons, or pecuhar -

1deas, that were attacked reason would that we should
bear with it; but ‘when truth dear as life, is 1ns1d10us]y

. Uhdermined, we may be found traitors to God and-fothe™.

souls of men if we do not bear witness by decided stepq

Divisions we have had enough of already, and more’ would |
be ‘calamitous in the highest degree, -and would, -in the .

long run, bring no relief; but plain, honest, ‘outspoken
witness-bearing is a more IScriptural line of- actién; and
if it be coupled with a decided withdrawal ‘from- fellow-
ship with error, it may in due time work for ‘good. We
cannot be expected to meét in profess/ed communion with

those who insult our religion; nor to sulpply pecuniary -

Tesources for the propagation of error; nor to‘erect plat-
forms and furnish audiences for the adversarles of -our
faith; and we must let it be known that if such things
be looked for they will not be forthcoming. ' In -every
association of men thete must be room for differences of
judgment; but there must also be a mutial \deference,
which forbids that divergences should: be ostentatlously
No limitation. of free speech- can ‘be desgired
except that which suggests 1tself to each generous sp1r1t
on his own account - o

However the loudness of error gives Warnmg “of its
When the. -
interests of :our Lord clash with those of denommatlonq
and, soc1et1es we need.no time for deliberation. ~ The ties
of frlendshlp, and the bonds ‘of ecclesiastical unjon, are

..as rotten threads compared’ with the bands of ]ove which
umte us to Christ and to hls holy gospel . .

- o~

-

' “For the Lord shall be thy »confldence, and shall keep

. thy foot from being taken . ('Prov 3 26).

-

S~

-




-~

' N('wember 3, 1955

'THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE

(a51) 3 -

.. ’ . L .
I SHALL .call your attention to a very familidr serip-
ture: “And lbegmmng at Moses and all the prophets,
" he expounded unto them in all the scnptures the things
concermng himself.”

-

' 'We' 11ve in'a’day when the Word of God in many quar- .
ters is greatly discounted; when it has become popular,

. time ‘in seeking to show jiow: -untrustworthy, in general,
e . the Bible is.

~treatment of the Book would not. contmue in attendance
. here.” And yet'in spite of that, we are all( subject to -
" these influences which are everywhere operating; ‘and, in
- spite- of ourselves, unless. we .exercise care, occasmnally
. thére may- creep ‘into our iminds a questlon respecting_ .
certain. 'portlons of ‘the ' Word of God, It ls well, there-
“fore, -£6r dur.own sakes that. we “shoiild: be. esta'bhshed in

———

dence that the Bible is venly the word of the living God

. ) But there is another aspect 'of this: we ought to des1re,

, . and endeavour also, to establish other people™in the truth
% .0 :"that thé Bible is ' God’s, wordx
: selves to answer the obJectlons that are’ ralsed to the
Book. We ought to have in our owt mmds some simple

the truth, and more than ever confirmed in our confi-

Qﬁhe Elarhts btmt iBuImt
“The Bible in Revlval

oo L -~ ASermon by Dr. T. T Shields
’ | ('SEVENTH IN A SERIES ON REVIVAIJS' OF THE BIBLIE)

even” among people who call themselves religious, to spend.

In this church we have no treuble on that
-“score, ‘for.I am sure those Who are attracted by that

Dehvered inJ arv1s ‘Street Baptist 'Church, Toronto, Thursday Evenmg, Decemloer 19th 1929

(IStenograplhlcally Reported)
Luke 24:13-35

attentlon to. two or three thlngs in that connection. T'~ -
have nothing new"to say,“but I desire you to think: of
these prmcnples in order that it may “strengthen your
confidence in the’ Bnble Tt is one thing to hold the in-
spiration of this. Book as a theory, but- it is an entirely
d1fferent thing to.study it, and actually to submit to its .
authorlty I get a great many letters. — some of them
are open letters, and I fear I do not read them very care-
fully. ‘T have a habit of reading my letters. backward!
If I get a letter in a strange handwriting I turn to the -
end of the letter to see who is speaking to me. I-want to
know -the dignature first of all. If you were to receive

.‘a letter- 1n the handwriting of someone for ‘whose Judg-

ment you ‘had’ great respect and whoge .communication

< 'wds of real 1mportance tol.you, I do not “think you would

- ‘We ought to be able.our-::

Yo

working- principle which -will enable us, wherever we go,

among - whatsoever peoplex with -whom we are. associated,

= Bible as: God’s Word

“know, that our Lord Himself during the days: of HIS flesh
certrfled again and again the Old 'Testament Scriptures ;

they are.stamped with His approval.

when He met people by the way, He used the:Scriptures

, a8 ‘a basis of discussion; and out of the Scriptures He .

. ' . brought even His message to those downcast disciples
) of Jesus of Nazareth _\_\ Co

It is well for us to ‘rémembet - that Sometlmes we hear
O of certam men endorsing certain books. If one plcks
. ¢ upa ma-gazme he will find often. a-section of it given ‘to
;- book reviews, In an advertisement of certain ‘books you

. mended lby certain men .of d'lstmctlon Here is a Book
that has- the very highest 'poss1ble commendatlon In-
spife of all that the enemy may say about it, our Liord

On this occasiof,

“will- find it said-that .the ‘work is endorsed and recom-

to hold our own in 1ns1st1ng on the divine’ msp1rat10n and'
: consequent infallibility. and . supreme author1ty “of the‘

Let me remjnd you therefore of that wh1ch you already-

allow that lettdr- te- remiin uhopened over .a period of
weeks: . I think you would 1mmed1ately open it, and read -
- 1t

letter Bearing .the divine srgnature that has a message. :
bearing dlrectly upon the life we must llve to-day

. K A

LET ‘Us 'SEE Ho‘w THE-~ LORD ﬁIMSELF_USEﬁ THE -anr':,
for, after all, that is the best proof of His estimate of
“its value. I suppose ‘that-He .Who was. tempted in all
points® like .8 we are, was tempted all the time, I do
not believe that the temptation-of the wilderness was the,
“only tem’ptatxon He ever had. The. devxl left him after
that-victorious. encoun~ter as it_was for our Lord, for 4 - -

" season. - But while other: temptatlons are not srpec1f1cally
.recorded — “unless, indeed, it be, the temptatxon that came :
- to Him through Peter when He, said, ¥Get -thee behind
me, Satan.” That may have been some sort of tempta-
tion, bit I have no doubt that from the very beginning
to .the-end of Hls 11fe our-Lord was subject to' tempta-
tions like as we are- He was tempted as a child, and
_.tempted all along- the pathway -of life, But 'surely that

\_ e

. encounter w1th the devil at:the. beginning of His public

Himself, so far as ‘the Ol Testament |Scr1ptures are con- -
"cerned, has put. His mnpnmatur»upon them, and certified-

. them' to be the Word of.God. And that ought to be for
Chrlstlans the end of all argument Let me dlrect your

"

ministry ‘must’ have been’ the severest of all temptations.-

‘I think that was the: great battle- between l1ght and o

darkness, Iloetween the Prmce of the power of ‘the air.
| ‘He knew' that
that temptatmn was' com'ing, and;He Iknew What tremen--
~dous ’ issués hung upon” ‘the” result-:of> that encounter"- .
Surely He knew that the fulf1lment of all Scertlu e, and
~the execution of the d1v1ne plan conceived in the mind -
of .God before-the woilds- ‘were -made; al’ ‘dépended upon
o'btalnmg “the ‘victory ‘over the devil on that occasion. - -
When David.went to*do battle’ with Goliath he very .-
* ¢arefully selected his weapons, and When Saul put his

-

S

It7is one thing for us. to say we believe-in the Bible,. - "
‘But how nmiany of us do’ really. receive.it.every day as a’ "~
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" brazen armour upon the son of Jesse, David objected;

and at last he said, “Oh, I could not go with this. I have - [ - R * .
it. - I have not put this thing to the proof: I ﬁht\ %U&}ml mxtneﬁﬁ

, not proved it. -
. could not fight succéssfully armed after this fashion.”
He put it off, and chose for himself five smooth stones

from the brook; and with his well used sling in his hand, : . w¥ - '
he said, “I am at home with this business. I know what . ﬁrnieziami CA hnﬂﬁm
-1 can do with sling and stone. There is no perhaps or ° .
peradventire about this. I have put it to the test, and FOUNDER AND FIRST ann‘oa_nr T. . Shilds
I know what I can do.” With the utmost confidence he ’ . (Editor 1922~ 1955) -
used that sling, and laid Goliath low . * ‘s .
T am sure that when ou# Lord Jesus went to meet the Piblished every Thursday for the propagation of the
devil in the wilderness he was careful to select a. weapon Evangelical principles of the Protestant Reformation

that was tried and true. And when Jesus Christ staked and in defence of the faith once delivered to the Saints.

. everything upon the reliability of the Word of God in $3.00 Per Year. Postpaid, to any’ addms 10c. Per Single Copy
that greatest of all battles, He paid, if I may reverently- CHAIRMAN, BO. ARD 'OF DIRECTORS:

say so, the greatest possible tribute that even God Him- .| P i ' ist Chureh
gelf could pay to the Scriptures; for, He said, in effect; Or. H. C. Shd.' astor, J"" Street Bapt ure

even the devil will respect that. THere is no power in .. ]
.earth ‘or in hell that can gainsay that which was written. ~ : EDITOR-IN-CHIEF; . .
Without argument, again and again, He simply used the , Leslis K. Tarr, B.A. -~
Word of God. o ' ASSOCIATE EDITORS:

'What He did, we may safely do. We, too; may depend | " Dr.-C. D, Cole’
absolutely upon the Scriptures. I got a letter from one { Olive L. Clark, Ph.D. (Tor)
of our dear sisters, Miss Lambourne. She did not -mark | S.S. Lessons and  Exchanges .
it, “private”, and I do not think it was intended espe- | "l am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ."—Romans 1:18.
c1a11y to be private; alﬁhou'gh she did not tell me to pass S e ' y: ~
it on to you. Miss Lambourne is in St. Michael’s Hos- "} . - Address Correspondence: -
pital, and if the doctors are correct in their estimate, is THE .GOSPEL' WITNESS
facing, in the not very distant cfuture, the valley of the 130 G d Street Ea si' T n'l' 2 Conad
shadow. - But she said to me jn her letter, speaking of erraré Jiree oronto -t anads
the blessing that God has brought to her in this place, : : " Telophone WAInut 1-7418

that it had always been a imatter of regret-to her that _ Begistered Cable Address: Jarwitsesm, Canada

she had not been able more frequently to testify for the - ; g |

. Lord, but she said, “Here in this ward I want to ive

a testimony for Christ. Before I left my place '6f im— Son of God:?” Our Lord there staked,Hls argument upon _

ployment the Lord helped me to givé'my testimony there; - a single word of Seripture.

I told them exactly where I stood in relation to Christ. I- And there are -not wanting several 1nstances in wh1ch /

wanted to give a \testimony in this ward where the I think, He gave clear {estimony to the verbal inspira-

patients are nearly all Roman Catholics.” I prayed much tion of Scripture. He referred to Scripture as though

that God would help me so to do.” And then she told every single word of it was the word of God. I do nol
'me how surprisingly one night the Lord opened the door, know how you feel about it, but that is my view. You

ang permitted her to give her witness. In the letter she can call it the dictation theory, or any theory you like!

said, “It is ‘wonderful to mé how the Lord brings to my but I do not believe that oneé jot or tittle can be taken -
- mind jusf at the right time ‘the right ‘scriptute, and I from the Word of God without loss. It is the complete

have found that ‘when.I give them the Word of God it word’ of the Lord. So’then, my- friends, that*:s a good ,

- stops all argument.” 1t silences the gainsayer.. . )+ way for us to answer our ctitics too give them the
Scripture.

T would remind you, further, that in this instance our
Lord certified to the- Scnptures — and that this was
after His resurrection. There is a theory which was
much worked by the critics a few years ago — I think
it is almost abandoned now — to the effect that our Lord

ive you that as an examvle of 'Christ’ emptied Himself of His deity, in the sense that in the
tghe?w%():"tht(})lf the ];ble ample of IChrist s- own estimate of days- of His flesh He. subeected Himself to all the

i limitations of the men of His time. You have to believe

Then let*me remind YOH that in HlS own ministry somethmg like that if you are going to hold to the loose
Christ resorted to whatis ‘now sometimes rather con- views of Scripture, because the infallible 'Christ stands
temptuously ”referred to, as “the cheap and easy proof across your path all the time. I have a book on my shelf,

- text method”. When He dealt with His critics He re- the title of which is, “Is Christ Tnfallible and the Bible
‘ferred to the Scripture; He quoted Scripture. He said  true?”’ Tf Christ is infallible,: the Bible is true. If the
on one occasion, “Is it-not written in your law, I.said, Bible is not true, then IChrist ¢annot be infallible. Before
"Ye are gods? If he called them gods, unto whom the word you can hold the view that the Bible is defective, you
of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken; say must establish the fallibility of Jesus Christ. Those who ;
‘ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctlfxed and sent into ~did not like openly to declare that Jesus was merely
the wor]d Thouy 'blasphemest becausé I 'said I am the human, worked out what is 'genera'ﬂy known as the Ken-

- How much depended upon that hour when our Lord
met with the devil, and when the devil exerted all his
mlght against the Son of ‘God. ' And yet on that oceca-
siod the Lord Jesus depended absolutely. upon the Secrip-
tures of the Old Testament. We need not worry about

~ the results, if we are content to do the same thing. I
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osis theory, the idea that He had divested Himself of

. His infinity, that He had subjected Himself to human

"believed it too!

\

limitations; and therefore, when He referred to the book
of Jonah, He adopted the view of His contemporaries.
Other people of His day believed that; therefore He
He was shut up to the limitations of
His time, and therefore He assumed that the book of
Jonah was historically true! But this passage to which
I have referred is a rather difficult one, because surely
when Jesus Christ was risen from the dead, and was
“declared to be the Son of God with power, according to
the spirit of hohness by the resurrection from the dead”
in His resurrection power and glory, even had He been

- human only, by that larger knowledge which must come

to one after death and resurrection, and during those
forty days in which-He “shewed himself alive after his

passion by many infallible proofs”, He again certxfmd .

to the infallibility and authority of Holy Scripture.

The Kenosis theory breaks down there so far as it
applies to the period of His post-resurrection days on
earth before He returned to the Father. We have the
authority.of Jesus Christ after He was risen from the
dead, as well as from the beginning of His earthly min-
istry, for believing that the Holy Scriptures are veritably

.the word of the Living God. That ought to give us some-

thing to rest upon. One does not need to read a hundred

books to find out what a . hundred professors have had .

to say about it: the unsupported word of Jesus Himself is
worth infinitély more than the teqtlmony of-all the schol-
ars of all the ages. For myse)f I would stake everything
upon the bare word ofJesus IChrist. We do pot need any
corroborative testimony; when He has spoken, it is the
last word on any subject at allk So that so far as the
Old Testament is concerned, we are on solid ground in
réceiving it as the very Word of God.

Once more: our Lord on bhls occasion taught that the

" Old Testament Scriptures were full of Himself. Moses

and all the prophets wrote of.-Him. The theme of every
book, from Genesis to Malachi, is really the Lord Jesus
Christ. T was talking to some brethren recently about the
Whole Bible Course, and somebody said, “One objection
raised to the Whole Bible Course is that it takes so long
to iget through the Old Testament. We wish the Old

Testament and the New Testament could be studied to-

gether.” Why, my dear friends, that is the only way
to’ study either Testament. No one can study the Old
Testament without studying the New, and no one can
possibly understand the New Testament who does not
believe the Old. :

" It is amazing to me that so many supposedly orthodo‘{
ministers speak of the Old Testament as though it were
somethmg rather outworn. . I do not believe there is a
syllable in the whole Bible that is obsolete. I do not
believe there is a word in Genesis that is outworn. We
could not dispense with a word of it without suffering
an irreparable Joss. You cannot understand the New

" Testament without knowing the Old, how Jesus came as

thg Mediator of the new covénant. He is the theme of
the New Testament. But there is not a page of the New
Testament — not a solitary page, I make bold to say —
that can be properly understood if it is divorced from
the Old, not one. If you would know your New Testa-
ment, you must know your 0ld Testament. The Bible is

one Book, and Jesus Christ is in Genesis, and in Exodus,

and all the way through.

He. Himself said so. He began at Moses and all the
prophets, and found in every book of the Bible things con-
cerning Himself. I do not know anythin'g more delightful
than to ‘discover Jesus in the’ Old Testament. It seems
1o me people must be blind as bats who can read the
Old ‘Testament without seeing Him. He is in every his-
torical character. The lives of many of the worthies of
the 10ld Testament are illustrative of the character and
ministry of our Lord, and designedly so. The history of
God’s people journeying from- BEgypt to the Promised
Land was written for our learning, and all the things
that are there recorded happened unto them for types.
‘They happened with a view ‘to their teaching value. They
did not happen in the sense that there was aiy accidental
occurrence, but these events were divinely ordered in
order that the record might parallel the great principles
of redemption. Not only is the record of these events
inspired, but the events there by inspiration recorded,
were first of all providentially arranged. Therefore you
have all the types and symbols of the Old Testament. Oh,
how rich they are! Talk about books of illustration!

T* remember the dear man who was pastor here for
twenty-one years, my friend, Dr. Thomas. One Sunday
morning I preached from an Old Testament text — and
he was always an inspiration to me.” I used to say he
was equal to a congregation of a thousand any {ime; his

_heart responded to the gospel message so beautifully. He
came to me the Sunday to which I refer, glowing with
‘enthusiasm, and said, “It was great; but what are you
going to do when you get threcugh with all these Old
Testamenit stories? What- will you do then?’ I said,
““Doctor, I shall never live long enough to get through;
the'Bible is so full of them.” Jesus touched the mountain

ipeaks, I have no doubt: Adam, Enoch, Noah, and Abra- °

ham; Isaac and Jacob and Joseph, then Moses and Aaron
and J oshua; all the judges, and Ruth; then the kings, and:
the prophets — and He found them a]l related to Himself,

II.

THAT BEING SO, WE KNOW HOW TO STUDY OUR BIBLES.
THE PROPER WAY TO STUDY IS TO LOOK FOR JESUS CHRIST.
“Oh but,” you say, “I want to find some precept, some
principle.” Ah yes, but you must relate that precept, that .
prineiple, to the Prince Himself. It is only as it is related
to Him that it will come to us with power. No matter
what portion of the Bible you study, you must-get to
Christ if you are going to have any spiritual food.

There are some people who are very interested in
speculating about the future; they are concerned about
the programme in the millennial age. I am inclined to
think we can safely wait a while.. It is just possible to
be engaged with that kind of thing, and to forget our
present duties, forget to feed your own souls on Jesus
Christ. The big business in studymg the Bible is to get
-to Jesus Christ.

I told you once of an old minister who went to hear a
young preacher preach. The young minister:went up to
the old man after the sermon, and asked him somewhat
apologetlcally if -he would mind -telling him what he
thought of the sermon.. The older minister said, “Well,
if you want me to be frank with von, I did not -think
much of it. I do not think it was a good sermon.” The
yvoung man was surprised. He said, “What was the mat-
ter with the sermon?’ “There was no Christ in it.”
“But,” he sgid, “I had to stick to my text, you know, and
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* Christ was not in. my text ” “Was He- not"” sald the old
man, “where did you get your text?” “Oh, I got it from
“the Bible.” “Well, there is no text in the Bible that has
_not IChr ist in it: He is in every fext.” - And then he said,.
“Young man, in “England from every hamlet, and every
village, and every town, and. every city, there is a road
that leads to London. You can always get from anywhere
to London.. And from every:word of Scripture there is
-2 road that leads to Jesus Christ, to the. Cross,. and to the
‘ resurrection; and if you have any- difficulty in finding

it, just Jump over hedges md dltches, but get to Chrlst )

’ anyhow

»

; ‘man.
teresting subject! -— and he'knew so much that he could

We study- the Bible to no proflt unless we fmd Christ,

- "and, ‘in ‘the ﬁndmg of Him, are brought. closer to. Him.

- Is that how you study your Bible? Do not say, “I.am
going to take the Bible to fmd somethmg to help me this
morning.” Do not say, “I am going to study my Bible
to find somethifig to help me to-night.” Rather come to

it saying, “I am going to have a liftle-chat with my

well-Beloved I shall find Christ here.” .And when you

.. have found Hlm you will find help. But there is no help .
in abstract principles unrelated to‘the living Saviour. Who'
- the divine Author of the Book to explain to us-all its
©h, that we mlght become,_each for

1s upon the Throne, We must >find. Jesus in-fhe Book

I have heard some great preachers preach and I have'_
heard more who were called great preachers who were a _

weariness both to the flesh and to the spirit. I have

heard men open the Scriptures in- such a way, by the-

power of the Holy Spirit, that my soul has been thrilled.
But what would you have given to. hear the Lord Jesus
. for just ‘about five minutes? :‘Would you not-like to
heai Him talk about. Genesis? Would-you rot like to

hear Him tell about the s1vgmf1cance of the Babel tower .

" and. of the ark before that? ‘Would you not like to’ hear
Him talk about Abraham who rejoiced to see, His day,.
who saw it, and was glad? Tt must have been wonderful!
I do not wonder that-their hearts burned within sthem.
I do riot" wonder that they said — or felt, perhaps, what.
they did not say — “The Scriptures ‘were never so won-
derful as they were to-day.” T would rathe1 have Hlm for
a teacher than anyone I know )

. There are-some teachers who are too cleve1 to ‘be good
teachers Do you know thdt? .I had one once. I have a
.very distinet recollection of him. He was a gold medal-
ist, or somethmg else, of the London University.”I do
not know how many degrees he had; he was a wonderful
He had specialized in mathematlcs —.a very in-

teli"it all in just al;out' a'minute. He would say ‘to the
class, “There it is.” Well, I suppose it. was for ‘him.

. T used to feel as though I wanted to throw something at .

him.- It was before the days of” four-wheel brakes, but
I wished very much -he hid had some kind of brakes. I
knew a man who was a professor .of iChemistry, and he
was what I should call-an aeroplané professor. He hopped
off, and then he lighted somewhére. He got from this
place to that place, but the, students did- not get there
with him. All he would say was, ““There is tlie methad:

and there is. the result.”” That i is all right if you are mak-"
“ing a passage yourself, but if you are trying to teach_
other ipeople how to-fly it is a poor business. This man
-that 1, remember, of my youth was not "particularly
atlent and'I used to be afraid to ask him ‘questions.

I heard other boys ask questlons and be called’ block-
* heads and dunces, and I -don’t know.what else; +and, 17
sald to myself “Well, 1f that -is what I am, I may as

‘well take it w1thout the label!”

questlons
_III.

WHAT A BLESSING IT IS THAT ‘WE HAVE A REAL TEACHER _'
OF THE BIBLE! I was thinking the other day of that word-

which Jesus spoke, “Learn of me; for I am meek and
lowly in-heart.” That verse seemed to say to me, ‘“Do
not -be afraid to ask questions.” How far removed from

us He is in -poiﬁt"i of 'knowledge! And.yet He condescends.

to meet us in our ignorance. What, a blessmg that is! - Is
it not a blessing that though He has goneé to heaven we
have: the Holy Sp1r1t w1th us, we have the Author of the

Book .with us. . -~
"Sometimes I Have said that when I get to glory I.am -
going to sit down with Moses and talk to him about the-
I shall find out how he wrote them, and .
-all about them! And while the Jonah question is -already

first five books.

settled so far as I'am concerned, still I think 1 will have
a chat with Jonah about it- when [ get -there. Do you not

.think you will? I should like ‘to talk to the Apostle Paul

and John. And.yet they were only pens, they were only
the instruments; and we actually have with us to-day

hidden mysterres
himself or herself, a diligent student’ of the Blble' Some
of you cannot go to the Seminary. That is the best school
there is, of course! But its only value is, if it has any;

“and I think it has, that the. greatest of all teachers, the

Bpirit Himself, presidey there. And we Thay have that
‘Teacher w1th us.all-the time. If thus the riches of God’s
Word are blought to ushy the personal ministry of the

. Spirit of God, so that we come to know the Bible for our-’

selves, we shall be established in the, truth} and nobedy
will move us’ We shall not be *
wind of doctrine”, 'but we ‘shall be rooted and built up in
Him.

God, for He gave some pastors and teachers for the per-
fecting of the saint§,~and yet I do believe it is the privi-
lege of every individual believer to study- the Bible for
himselfs and in the measure in, which God thrbugh this

“holy«Book,- by the msplratlon ‘and illumination: of the

Holy Spirit, speaks to you and to me every, day, in that
‘measure we shall be fruitful and Jhappy in the Lord. May
He bless™ to us our 51mple med1tat10n this evening!
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" THE PINNACLE OF FAITH
Hebrelws 11:29-40° ,

IN vCO'MMEuNIDI'N'G something to others it is always well
if we cah have testimonials or examples of the value
of what we are commending. The purpose ‘of the Hebrew
eplstle is.'to commend  the Lord Jesus (Christ as, the one
and only and all sufficient Saviour.
" already shown that Jesus Christ meets all the qualifica-
tions and has performed all the works necessary for-a.
perfect Saviour. And in this eleventh chapter he brings
forth éxamples of faith in a long list of Old Testament
believers. IChrist has been the~object of fai.th.th-rouig-h
all the centuries of human existence. Abraham ‘saw his
‘day and all the Qld Testament worthies saw the day of
Christ-and were glad. Moses wrote of Him and those who
believed Moses believed on Christ. And when He came
to this earth our Lord made belief in Himself the test
of believing in Moses. For he says, “For had ye ‘beheved
Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me.’
So Christ has always been_ the object of saving faith. He
is the su’bject of the first--gospel text in Genesis three
fifteen where we are told: that the. seed of the woman
shall bruise. the serpent’s head. In Galatians three'.eight
we are told that the gospel was, preached to Abraham.
“And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the
heathen through faith; preached before the gospel unto
Ab_-raham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.”
And .in Galatians three verses sixteen and seventeen;
“Now to Albraham and his seed were the promises made.
He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one,
And to thy seed, which is 'Christ. And this I say, that -
the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in 'Christ,
the Jaw, which was four hundred and: thirty years after,
cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none
effect.” Christ is as much the subject of the Old Testa-
ment as the New. .We find Him written of in the law
of Moses, and in the Psalms, and in the Prophets He
himself says, “in.the volume of the book it is written .
- of me.” And to the Jews He said; “Search the scriptures;
for in them ye think' ye |have eternal life: and they.are
"they which testify of me.”., Now the covenant of grace
was confirmed before of God in Christ to Abraham. And
it was ratified inh His blood when He died to make re-
conciliation for iniquity. Peter says that He “was fore-
ordained before the foundation of the woxrld, but was
manifest in these last times for you.” The law. covenant
was added because of transgressions, till the seed should
* come to whom the promise was made. The law*covenant

The writer (has -

_better Saviour.

' o

was given to reveal the exceeding sinfulness of sin. The '

—

" . law was given to be a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ. -

The law'was never meant to be the way of life and salva-
tion. The law is good if it is used lawfully and the lawful
use of the law is to let it.show.uss ‘how -sinful and how
helpless we are and then look through its types and

. shadows to the perfect Saviour who “is .the Lord Jesus

‘Christ. Let us be reminded again. that the.value .of
faith consists altogether in its object and not in faith’
itself. Faith is not the saviour. Christ is the Saviour.
We are saved =by faith in Christ not !by faith'in our faith.
Faith may end in shame as well as in, glory Faith may
prove a curse as well as a Jblessing. Falth in a worthless

- Saviour is.a vain faith and so we need to be fixed in the -

truth that the Lord Jesus ‘Christ is the object of saving
faith.. Saving faith is trust in.one who is able to save

unto the uttermost, that is, unto the end, or completely.
And no one is.completely saved until he passes the day

" of judgment and enters.into glory. Some fifty. years ago

there was a teaching quife prevalent in- a ‘certain section.
of the South to the effect that if a professing Christian
ever 'doubted his salvation that was proof, positive proof>
that he had never been saved But "this puts salvation

in our faith and requires a perfect faith in order to be .

saved.” We have to have a perfect object of our faith
and therefore since our faith is imperfect we cannot 'make

our faith the, o'bJect of faith, Jesus Christ is the‘one and

only perfect Saviour and WhatEVer faith we -have, be it
much or little, it must repose itself in Him and in Him
alone. 'So in speaking of the heroes.of faith we -are not
praising.men.but God in Jesus Christ. ‘Christ is the real
hero of our faith. We can wish for a stronger faith jbut
not for a stronger Saviour. We can pray for an increase .
of faith.” Who isn’t ¢onscious of his need of a -greater
faith? But no ‘believer ever thinks:.about praying for a -
And the way to a strong faith is to be
occupied with a great God and a mighty Saviour.

EXAMPLES OF FAITH (29- 31)

Now in brmgmg before us the examples of faith the '
w_rlter selects men from different perlods of time begin-
ning with therantediluvians and coming on down to the
times of the Maccabees in the inter-Biblical period. In
Israel’s passage ‘through the Red Sea “their deliverance
from Egyptian bondage was completed “By faith they “

‘passed through the Red Sea as by dry-land; which the

Egyptians: assaying to do were drowned.” Here we see-
. the importance of a divine revelation as' the ground of

" faith. THere we see faith versus presumption, The~
children of Israel had faith. The Egyptxans ‘had presump- °

'tlon Israel had the Word of God as the ground of what "

they believed and what they did. Pursued by the Egyp-
tiang the children of Israel were in. desperate straits at .
the Red 'Sea. Before them was the .sea of waters and -
behind them were the pursuing hosts of Egyptlans They--
could neither ford the-Sea nor flght the-Egyptians and _

all they did was to cry unto God and-murmur against .-

‘Moses. But Moses in faith \sald “Fear ye. niot, stand
still, and see the salvation of the LORD.” .And he goes
on to tell the Tsraelites that the Lord will fight for them
and give them victory.. But Moses was just.as helpless -
as the children of Isracl were and he continues to cry
unto the Lord for help. And the Lord just in the nick
of time says to Moses, “‘Wherefore criest thoi’ unto me?

-speak unto the children of Israel that they go forward

L
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But 1ift thou up thy rod, and streteh out thine hand over
the sea, and- divide it: and the children of Israel shall go
on dry ground through the midst of the sea.” And so
by faith in what God said, “They passed through the Red
Sea as by dry land.,” Now the Egyptians presuming to

do the.same thing were drowned. They had no word from-

God. They had no promise from God that they could
go through the Red Sea as the Israclites had. They were
walking by sight. They were presuming that they could
do what the Israelites had done, and they were drowned.
If God had not spoken to Moses what the children- of
Israel did would have been consummate folly and nothing
but presumption. And the lesson we learn from this is
“that we must stay close to the Word of God and follow
what God says and leave the results with Him. Faith
puts the. burden of results upon God and ‘gives Him
credit for all the results, 'Somebody has said that 'Chris-
tians in turning everything over to God work drudgery on
iGod. But there can be no drudgery for the Almighty,
for one who is never weary. Of all the things that men
can do to please God it~is to trust Him. Faith pleases
God and we find sinners. obtaining a good report from
God simply because they trusted Him. By faith Israel
started into the sea and found it to be dry ground.

THE WALLS OF JERICHO FALL FLAT

“By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they
_were compassed about seven days.”

Jericho was' the first city to obstruct the progress of
the children of Israel after they had crossed the Jordan.
Jericho was well fortified and Israel had no weapons
adequate for an attack against such a city. But God
planned their military strategy. - He told them to march
around the city-once a day for six days and on the follow-
ing day to march around it seven times with the priests
blowing the trumpets and at a given signal the people
were to shout and the-walls would fall down flat. Now
if God hadn’t given a revelation about how Jericho was
-to be taken their plan of attack would have been foolish.
But it is never r.‘c'oolnsh to do what God says. There was
no relation of cause and effect between their Imarching
and the falling of the walls. The ‘walls fell down by the
word of God's power. He was showing Israel that He
could be trusted. After such a marvelous display of
power we are apt to 'wonder that Tsrael ever doubted God
agam But we are no better than they. Faith is not
mdlgenous to the natural man. Faith comes from God.
Faith is wrought in the human soul by the nghty God.
And no man left to himself would have faith in God.
For the carnal mind is enmity against God and the things
of the Spirit of God are foolishness to the natural man.
God must work in us both to will and to do of His good
pleasure.

RAHAB THE HARLOT ESCAI’ES

Rahab the harlot was saved by faith when Jericho was
taken, 'She believed what had been reported about what
God had done at the fed Sea and to the enemies of the
children of Israel. And this woman of a bad name be-
lieved that Israel’s' God was the true God and believing
that she believed her city was a doomed c1ty Therefore
acting on her faith, she received the spies that Joshua
‘sent into the city, protected them and sent them away
inpedce. Her neighbours had the same report that she
had but they believed not and perished in the destruction
of the city. James gives Rahgb8s an example of justifi-
cation by works. “Was not Rahab the harlot Justlfled by

works, when she had received the messengers, and. had
sent them out another way?”’ But the writer of Hebrews
ascribes her salvation to her faith. There is no contra-
diction and yet faith and works are distinct. They are
not the same thing but they are closely related. In the
field of grace, faith is the root and works are the fruit.
In the realm of grace, faith is invisible and works are
the visible expression of inward faith. It was by faith
she did what she did in receiving the spies and sending-
them away in peace. She was proving. her faith by her
works and that is the only way that faith can be shown.

: - IL.
' ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF FAITH (32-35a)

And then the writer goes on to say, “And what shall
I more say?’ Here he seems to be pressed for time as
names of men of faith flood his mind. And he says,
“Time would fail me to-tell of Gideon, and of Barak, -and
of Samson, and’ of’ Jephthae; of Davu. also, and Samuel,
and of the prophets.” Time was running out on him as he
carries us into the gallery filled with the portraits of
men of faith and realizes that we cannot linger to look
at each individual portrait but must hurry down the line
and give only a glance at them. He makes terse refer-
ences .to the accomplishments of faith and leaves the
reader to identify the person and the event. And one
who is at all acquainted with Hebrew history has no
trouble in doing that.

‘Gideon’s faith appears in following’ God’s iplan of at-
tack against the Midianites. It was in faith that he
reduced his army to a mere handful of three hundred men
with no weapons but pitchers and trumpets and lamps.

Barak acted on the revelation which came through
Deborah and won victory over Jabin the king of Canaan.

Samson’s victories were too many to recount. * )

Jephthae's victory was over the Ammonites. Jephthae
will be remembered as the man who made a rash vow and
obstinately kept it. He vowed to the Lord that if he
would give him victory over -the Ammonites that whatso-
ever-came to meet him. first out of the doors of his house
he would offer it as a ’burnt offering to the Lord. And
when he returned he was met by his own daughter and
he kept~his vow and: offered her.as a burnt sacrifice.
Rash vows are to be repented of and not redeemed. A
vow that involves one in sin, should not be kept I]out re-
pented of.

Now in verses th1rty-three and thirty-four we have a
. summary of faith’s accomplishments. And we are bound
to be impressed with the great variety of things done
by faith. The wide diversity of cases proves that there
is no human predicament that cannot be trusted to God.
"God is equal to all the vicissitudes of human experience.
In this chapter we see God’'s stately steppings all down
through the corridors of time. 'We see Him in the death
chamber restoring life. We see His sustaining hand in
times of famine.. We see Him on the battlefield giving

" vietory -to His people, We see His guiding hand in the

days of darkness and~we see His supporting hand-in times
of weakness and despair. Faith can be bold because God-
is Almighty. Faith can be simple because God is faithful.
"Now after verse thirty-two no more names are called but
the victories of faith are wecorded. The writer is not
so_much concerned about advertigsing men as he is of
exemplifying faith and showing the value of simple trust
in God. -

'S
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“Who through faith subdued kingdoms:’—this could
refer to Gideon’s wictory over the Midianites, Jephthae's
victory over the Ammonites, Samsen’s over the Philistines
and David in his many victories over kings and kingdoms;
“wrought righteousness;”—of Samuel, and David, and
Elijah and Elisha, and Isaiah, and the later prophets this

‘was eminently true—they wrought righteousness; “ob-
-—many were the promises received by -

tained promises:’
the men of faith; “stopped the mouths of lions:”—we
think of Samson who in the strength of God slew a lion.
We think of Daniel who trusted ‘God in the lions-den and
found the king of beasts to be as harmless as a kitten.
“Quenched _the violence of fire;”—the three Hebrew
worthies walked in the blazing furnace of Nebuchadnezzar
as though it had beeh a pleasant.meadow and came out
without.so much as the smell of fire on their garments;
“escaped the edge of the sword:”—as did David from the

. sword of Saul and Elijah from Jezebel and Elisha from

the hosts of Syrians; “out of weakness were made
strong :”’—as was Samson when he carried off the gates

- 6f Gaza, and pushed down the heathen temple and slew

. the very pinnacle of faith:

. a deaf ear.

a thousand Philistines with the jawbone of an ass. Or as
Hezekiah when he was raised up from the sick bed and
given a fifteen year 'lease on life; “waxed wvaliant in
fight, turned to flight the armies of the dliens:”—this
perhaps refers to the times of the Maccabees and their
victories over the Syrians; “women received . their dead
raised to life again:”—as did the widow of Sarepta whose
son was raised by Elijah, and the Shunammite whose son
was raised by Elisha.

-

TIL.
FAITH IN DEFEAT (85b-38)
- And now in the middle of verse. thirty-five we reach
“and others were tortured,
not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better
resurrection:” Here we see faith enduring in the face
of seeming defeat And faith is more remarkable in

suffering and in -gomg down in defeat than it is in win-

ning victories. “And others were tortured”. Here we see
faith waiting for the hope of the resurrection day.' “A
better resurrection” means a resurrection that was better
than the mere restoration to life in the flesh to die again,
a better resurrection than. the sons of the widows ex-

perienced — the resurrection unto glory when Jesus -

Christ returns to this earth. The martyrs have never
had to. die.. They chose to die. They exercised choice,
the wisest choice when they chose to die. They eould have
lived by renouncing their faith in !Christ. It has always
been the design of 'Satan to destroy the souls of men
rather than their bodies. 'Time has always been given
Christians to reconsider and recant. Entreaties have
been mingled -with threats to induce Christians to re-
nounce their faith in Jesus Christ. -'The martyrs, chose
to die. If they could not have Christ and iive, then they
would keep (Christ and die. Polycarp is a striking example
of this. At almost a hundred years of age this blessed
man of God was arrested because he was a ‘Christian and
on being taken to the place of judgment, some of the
magistrates met him and took him into their carriage
and pleaded with him as they drove along, to deny Jesus
‘Christ and save his life. ‘But to all their pleas he turned
‘When they had reached the place.of execu-
tion the proconsul, with some of the milk of humar kind-
ness and out of pity, not wanting to put the aged and
venerable man to.death, pleaded with him to 'blaspheme
Christ and live, Polycarp said, “Eighty and six ‘years

been no New Testament era.-

have I served Him and He has never done me any injury.

How shall T blaspheme my King and my ‘Saviour?” And
when they threatened him it availed nothing. When they
threatened hir with the lions he said, “Bring them forth”.

‘When they threatened him with the fire- he reminded.
them of eternal fire that awaited the ungodly.

SOCIAL OUTCASTS

“And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourg-
ings, yea, moreover of bonds and_imprisonment: They .
were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted were
slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins
and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented.”
Social outcasts from a world that could not tolerate the
Lord Jesus Christ. Sometimes we wonder how wicked
the world can be. They were destitute, bodies famished,
but their souls were feeding upon the. Bread of Life. -
Wandering around with no certain dwelling place, but
rejoicing in the Lord Jesus (Christ. Afflicted and tor-
mented but they held on to their faith in Jesus Christ.
Oh! it is obvious that faith is not of human production. -
Faith is one of the most supernatural things in existence.
That is why faith even though it may become weak never
dies. “Of whom the world was not worthy:” Here is the
divine reversal' of the world’s judgment. I think one of
the most amazing things in the day of judgment is going
to be the manifest reversal by God of all human wisdom
and judgment. The world thought these men were not
worthy of a place in its society. But God lets us know

that it was the other way — that the world was not
worthy of such people in its midst.

THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH (39-40) -

“And these all, having obtained a good report t,hrough
faith, received not the promise: God having provided
some better thing for us, that they without us should not
be made perfect.” Here we are introduced to the whole
household of faith, to the family of God as a whole. All
these heroes of faith were rewarded with commendation-
from God. They obtained a good report. God testified
to their faith that it was pleasing'to Him. He had their
faith recorded in His own Word but they did not get the
promise. What was the promise they did not receive?
T am sure that the ultimaté reference is to personal per- -
fection in glory. It includes the resurrection body and
all the glories that await the second commg of Jesus
Christ. It includes that inheritance which is laid up for
us in heaven which all the household of God shall receive
when Jesus Christ returns. What the writer is doing here
is telling us that what God had in view for the Old Testa-
ment saints was something that pertained to us, the New
Testament saints. If they had received the things hoped
for in the fulness of resurrection’ glory there would have
The completion of their
salvation would have been reached without us of the New
Testament era. What he is siying is that the whole house-
hold of faith will be perfected together. Our salvation
began at different periods of time but the salvation of
the family of God will be completed at the same time.
And what is true of Old Testament believers is also true
of all New Testament believers who have died and gone
to be<with Christ. All together are awaiting the day of
resurrection. And God is still holding back that day
while the gospel ‘is being preached and faith is spread-
ing to the millions. All who have died in the Lord are
blessed. They are in the’ presence of IChrist and rest from
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'the1r labours and know -nothing of the sorrows and

struggles that are’ so familiar-to us down here. They are
better off than- we are 'but their .salvation is not yet
complete. They still await the <redemption of the body.
And- that’s :an important aspect of our salvation. Our

Lord tells us-that we are going to sif down in the coming

kingdom with Abraham, and. Isaac, and Jacob. All of
God’s little children will be gathered to 'the final home
at.the same time. The Lord Jeésus has gone ‘to prepare

' that home and some day He will come and receive us

unto Himself. The family of God is a .widely scattered

" family, sépatrated by sea and lahd and grave and air.

* - But we’ll not be, separated forever.

- God’s family is a
spiritual family; ¢hosen” and redeemed and regenerated;

" selected by-the Father, redeemed by the Son and regen- -
rated by the Spirit so that the triune God is to be praised -

for our Salvation. We'll-not always be scattered and

- geparated. ‘One of these days the Lord Jésus Christ will

.+ tions..
faith with its.belief in the infallibility of the Word of"

come down -from the skies and receive .the living and
‘the dead unto Himself and take us ‘into the presence of

His Father, saying, _“Here am I, and the children whlch

. _..Thou hast given Me,”

" The first chapter of First Pete1 is’ full of the thmgs.

.." 4 Yoo

hoped for Whlch shall "be recelved when 'Chrlst returns.
God’s people we are told are begotten Lunto a lively hope -
by the resurrectlon of Jesus Christ from the déad, To an
inheritance’ 1ncorrupt1ble and undefiled, and that fadeth
not away, reserved in heaven for youmWho are kept By
the power of God through faith unto salvation ready. to
be revealed in the last time.” -And after that he says, o
“That the trial of your faith, being much-more precious
than of.gold that perxsheth though it be tried with_fire,
might-be found unto praise and honour and glory at the
appearmg of Jesus Christ.” And then he gives this ex-
hortation, “Wherefore gird up the loing of your mind, be
sober, and hope to.the end for the grace that is to be
brought unto you at _the revelat1on of J esus Christ.” -

- “There’ll be no dark valley when Jesus comes, .
- There’ll be no dark valey when Jesus comes, :
There’ll be no dark valley when Jesus comes
'To gather His loved ones home. ~

“There’ll be songs of greeting when Jesus c{)mes
There’ll be songs of greeting when Jegus Comes ;
‘And a joyful meeting when Jesus comes
To gather His loved ones'-home. :

| Umtamamsm —~ Advocate of
" _Intellectual Dlshonesty'-’

.
NHE Umtarlan Church or Fellowshlp is one that pro-
fesses to be very liberal in its views and urges men
to have intelleétual hénesty in approaching religious ques-
.Hence.the Unitarian rejects the historic Christian

«

. God, the "Deity of Jesus Christ, the sinfulness of man

: .and regeneratlon through faith in the finished work of
~Christ. -In a-free country, it is the pr1v1lege of anyone

so to.believe and we shall ever strive .to see that such

’ l1lberty is guarded. -

We have always- observed, however that those who are

“loudest in their professions of- religious liberalism are

really bigots of the worst sort. For instance, the Toronto

-_ -First Unitarian Congregation inseited an ad in the local -

papers of :October 29. ,The.first paralgraph of - that ad
read as follows

Durmg the summet, the newspapers reported that a
minister -of -one of the large denommatlons in the United
States was tried for heresy. This is a throw-back fo the

* Dark Ages we are supposed to have outgrown the custom
.of perseciiting ‘'men “for the religious .beliefs. the) hold.
Yet this man was tried and found gullty

: /
My! Oh my! How sinister’ this sounds But what are

" the facts? . Was this minister persecuted" Anyone who -
. -has read the story of the ‘“heresy trial” held by, the’
Lutheran, ‘Churéh in the United States must conclude that .

* the' lChuroh was abselutely Justlfled in its procedure ‘The

Lutheran Church has a definite systém of belief and
forces no one to accept that creed. The Luthersn Chureh, -

" ."like dny other church,-is a voluntary-association of those -

who hold certain truths in common. Those who join thal

..church or become ministers.in it thereby- sxgmfystheu'

acceptance of the foundation beliefs of Lutheranism. 1f

‘someone 'is‘a Unltarlan at heart and rejects the truths
of the Virgin Birth and the’ 1n‘fa111b111ty of Scripture, he.

.'should be honest enough to join.a Unitarian body or'some

. . - .
'~
’ N

-

equally -lax organlzatlon * Only mtellec.tual dishonesty
.Or a mlstaken notion of llberallty could prompt him tec

join an orthodox church in. order to propagate unorthodox - -

teaching. -

We have heard entlrely too much of the type of non-
sense that is contaifed in the UnitdaFian ad. Is~it' the
-duty of the orthodox churches to' embrace those ‘who are -
dishonest enough to “join those bodies with the 1ntentlon
of preaching that which is d1armetr1cally opposed to a
stated and definite system of “belief? Mr. ‘Spurgeon, in
an admirable article, “Advanced Thinkers”, makes some )

“ very pertinent remarks about these “liberal” gentlemen

(who are bigots to their own liberality) — ‘“They- have
occupied positions which. could not be reconciled with,
their beliefs, and ‘have clung to them with all the tenacity :
" with which limpets adhere to rocks. -Their testimony has, -
in some cases, been rendered ‘evidently- worthless, r.l’rom
the fact that with all their outcry against orthodoxy they
did their lbest to eat the Ibread of orthodox opmlons, had
" they been permitted to do so.

d'ouibtful; -that it is not manly is certain. These gentle-

. men-of culture have certainly adopted peculiar .tastes.

_The mls'behevers and unbelievers of former ages with-
drew themselves from churches: as-soon as they found that
they could not honestly endorse their fundamental arti-
cles,, but these “abide by the stuff, and great ‘is the1r
indignation at the existence of creeds which- render -their
Position morally dubious.” . .

‘The local Unitarian ad-maker maintains that the Luth< '
eran minister who was found. guilty -of heresy was the
"victim of persecution. As we Tead his specious argu-
ments, we were impressed with the fact.that Unitarian-
istn is just as intellectually and spiritually Ibankrupt as
it charges its opponents for the same old, thread bare
arguments were used one hundred years ago by its ances-'
tors. We cannot forbear g1v1ng one further short quo-

-

Whether this is honest is- -
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tation from the article by Spurgeon which was written
over sixty years ago. Apparently Unitarian and liberals
haven’t grown so much as they would have us believe —
“We would not limit the rights of the lowest ruffian,
but if he claims to ‘enter our bed-chamber the case is
altered; by his summary expulsion we may injure his
highly-cultured feelings and damage his broad- views,
but we claim his ejection to be advocating, rather
than abridging the rights of man.

creed of a church and yet persists in continuing in it?
He would blush to use the térm conscience if he had any,
for he is insulating the conscience of all the .true mem-
bers by his impertinent intrusion. Our pity is reserved
for the honest people who have the pain and trouble of
ejecting the disturber; ‘with the ejected one we have no-
sympathy; 'he had no business-there, and, had he be_en a
true man, he would not have desired to remain, nor would

he even have submitted to do so had he been solicited.”
" ILet honest readers judge who-was the persecuted party -

in the recent “heresy trial”. Charity forces us to think
that the local Unitarian. Church, which has discarded

the Word. of God, was desperate for a Sunday sermon’-

topic and hence submitted this preposterous “persecution”
story in haste. IShould this be denied then we must
conclude that this church is’ an advocate of a shameful
policy of dishonesty which would advise men to vow to

" defend certam tenets with the express purpose of under-

mining those beliefs. If this is their conception of liber-
ality, we want none of it!
The second paragraph of thls Umtarlan ad is equally

) .instructive, In speaking of this “persecuted” preacher,

the ad writer seeks to minimizes the whole matter as
follows:— .

His crime was that he had thought about some of the
people and stories in the Bible, and had interpreted them
nl: a ls‘hghtly dlfferent way .than did the. officials of hls
churc]

Now if Unitarians choose to reg'ard such truths as. the

infallibility of the Word of God and the Virgin Birth of o

Jesus Christ-as slight and trivial matters, they may do

80; but are they such bigots that they demand that every

one else so regard what is precious truth to them. While
professing to advocate freedom of thought, these gentle-
men are actually demandmg that everyone else be as lax
ag they are. This is merely a 'good example of what
Samiiel Johnson meant when he referred to the “blgotry
of laxness.” 'Let Unitarians and so-called liberals be
as loose as they desire. but, let ‘them respect the right of
others to have some. convietions. By no streteh of the
imagination- can the demal of the Vlrgm Birth be con-

. _celved to be a “slightly d1fferent” mterpretatlon of the -
truth of the Virgin Birth! .

’Phe Unitarian ad proceeds to declare that:

- "“to Unitarians, it is inconceivable.that a persen should be
required to accept a.viewpoint without being ‘allowed to
THINK ABOUT IT.” -

What Protestant Jbody today requires anyone to accept
some v1ewpomt without thinking aboutit? Tf the refer-
ence is to this same “heresy trial” about which the ad
prateg, then it is an unfortunate choice of an'example.
The Lutheran minister was not- forced to become a
Lutheran but' once he did so cheose, is it too much to
agk that he ceagse this' association when he denied the
very truths he had sworn to"defend? The more we.con-
sider the content of this ad, the more persuaded we are
that the Toronto Unitarian Congregation is hard up for

Conscience indeed!,
What ‘means it in the mouth of a man who attacks the .

sermon topics and must go to all lengths in order to
attract people. Such réasoning as is displayed in their
ad i3 a poor advertisement for genuine mtellect.ual hoen-
esty or h'beralnty .
One of the final boasts -of thls superior church is that:

‘ “there has mever heen amd never could be a heresy trial
in a Unitarian congregation.”

How true! No one can ever be charged with holding
false convictions by a body that boasts of having no.céon-
victions! As we said before, it is the privilege of Uni- -
tarians to have no convictions but let them respect the
rlghts of others {0 "have some definite Ibe*hefs and to act
upon those beliefs. . -

Note: Readers who desire coples of Spurgeons -superb

article “Advanced Thmkers” may- obtam one by asking for

the December 23, 1954, issue of The Gospel Witness.

Lest some broadmmded person accuse us of dlstortmg

. the contents of the ad to which/we have referred, we' print

its contents below as it appeared in The Globe and Mail
of October 29.

. COULD YOU BE ACCUSED OF HERESY?
During the summer, the newspapers reported that a minister .
of one of the large denominations in the-United States was -
tried for: heresy. This is a throw-back to .the Dark Ages;
we are supposed to have outgrown the custom of persecuting
~men for the religious beliefs they hold. Yet this man was
"tried and found guilty.

His crime was that he had thought about some of the people
and stories in the Bible, and had interpreted-them in a sllg’htly
different way than did the officials of his church.

To people who believe that man was given a-mind to use, the
idea of a heresy trial is repugnant. To Unitarians, it 1s in-

' conceivable that a person should be required to accept a view-

point without being allowed to think-about it. There has
never been and never céuld be a heresy trial in a Umtarmn
congregation. \Qur faith-is built on freedom of inquiry and
freedom of belief. We reject all creeds or.doctrines or dog-
.mas, for we believe that man’s spiritual ideas can grow and -
"change just as, much as his ideas about medicine or astronomy. .,
If this freedom appeals to you, we hope -you will come to
our service tomorro‘w mormng — to think- together

.
'

Never mind what maen thm'ks of you ‘T would not give
a straw for the opinions of men, as to whether I was safe
or no. Itis not what man thlnks of us that .will cover
us on the judgment day. ‘
——ROBERT MURR.AYi MG’CHEYNE

In Print Again!!
FIFTY YEARS IN THE
CHURCH OF ROME
By
FATHER CHARLES M. CHINIQUY -
After 70 years this is still one of the best
> books on the inside story of the Roman
‘Church. It is written by a former Ca;nadxa.n
N priest whose 'character was irreproachable.
Even his superiors gave glowing testrmony -
of his ability and chardcter. . . L

EVERY PROTESTANT SHOULD
- READ IT! :

+ . This is not a pamphlet or bodldet/but is a'
472 page, cloth 'bound voflume. Price $8. 75

WRITE NOw FOR YOUR COPY .
’ THE GOSPEL WITNESS: -

130 Gerrard St. E. - Toronto 2, Ontqi,'»"

-
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‘CHAPTER 20 -

HEAVENLY ANTICIPATIONS OF THE .
DESTRUCTION OF FALSE -
CHRISTIANITY

Revelation 17

TH‘E following extract from the preface to-our com-
mentary on the thirteenth chapter of Revelation will
constitute the best introduction to our present study:

“The whole of-Scripture unfolds before us a divine con-
federacy of good, in the persons of the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit, who work with oné accord for the
happiness of the Bride. Now, the book of Revelation
undertakes to reveal to us the existence of a Satanic
counterfeit of that heavenly community. .

“To the Father there corresponds the dragon or Satan,
who is at the origin of all evil. To the 'Son, begotten of
the Father, corresponds the first beast rising up. out of
tY}e sea and to which the dragon will give ‘his power, and

_his seat, and great authority.’ To the Holy Spirit, pro-

ceeding out of the Father and of the Son, there cor-
responds the second beast coming up rout of the earth,
and which, as a ‘false prophet’, will exercise ‘all the
power of the first beast before him.’ ;To the Bride, there
corresponds Babylon, the mother of harlots, described
in the last pages of the book.

“The dragon is therefofe an anti-God; the first beast
an anti-Christ; the second beast, an anti-Spirit; Babylon,
an anti-Bride.”

After giving a general 'survey of the celéstial punitive

acts represented by the seven plagues, John will now de-
- scribe in more detail some aspects of the divine judg-
ments. TIn a logical order, his prophecies will successively
throw light on the final destiny of the false Bride, of the
false Spirit, of the false Christ, and ‘of thefalse God.
To describe the judgment of the false Bride, the seven-
teenth chapter, which will be the object of our present
study, is divided into three parts: 1. An Introductory
Summary (v. 1-2); 2. A Vision (v. 3-6); 3. An Explana-
tion (v. 7-18).

On account of the complex nature of the prophecy; our

exposition will again take the form of a running com-

mentary.

" I. INTRODUCTORY SUMMARY CONCERNING
THE DESTRUCTION OF FALSE ~
CHRISTIANITY (17:1:2)
“And there came one of the seven angels which had the
seven vials.” -
After remaining silent while fulfilling their austere

A\ Devotional zﬁﬁ_ﬁ}; iy

evelation
by Dr. Q...@ufsa;;*ry' B |

task, the heavenly executors will now break this threaten-

ing silence.. The angel’s words will refer to a ‘“judg-
ment”: John is therefore bidden to look back on ground
which has already been covered. The visions of chapter
seventeen deal with certain judgments already alluded to
in the vial series. . '
“He -talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I

‘will shew unt'o thee the judgment of the great whore that
sitteth upon ‘many waters” — that is to say, who has .

power over the nations — “With whom the kings of the
earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants:

of the earth have been made drunk with the wine.of her

fornication.”

In anothér passage, one of the seven angels, probably
the same, will again speak to the apostle: “Come- hither,
I will shew ‘thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife. And he
carried me away in the spirit to a great and high moun-
tain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem,
descending out of heaven from '‘God, having the glory of
God ...” (21:9-11). In both pictures, mention is made
of & woman and ¢ city. In the Scriptures,’a woman usu-
ally symbolizes spiritual things, whereas a city stands
for material things. On the one hand, we,/therefore have

the legitimate Bride and Jerusalem; on the other hand,

the false bride and Bablyon.

Once again, we are here dedling with the essential and
most significant fact of the whole of Christian history:
the haunting presence of false Christianity side by side
with true religion.
of the people of God, to understand its present charac-
teristics, and to discern its future trend, by ignoring that
great fact. The twofold “Come hither” of the angel is
thus ‘meant for us also, and the momentous teachings of
this chapter should engage our whole attention. So much
the more that the false church is depicted to us under
numerous and impressive features.

It is termed “the great whore”. Her love is feigned;
she indignantly takes the place of the legitimate Bride;
her aim is not one of devotion toward the object of her
affection, but, through her betrayals, she seeks to secure
favours for herself. If thefefore we do not love the
Bridegroom with faithful and disinterested hearts, our
pretended affection will make us part of the false bride.

After committing fornication with the great ones of
the earth, she has exerted her seductive arts over the
“inhabitants of the earth”. 'She has therefore offered
them a religion of tolerance~toward evil. . Through her
intoxicating influence, she has made them unaware of
their guilty position before dJesus Christ: Let us there-

It is impossible to interpret the past

*\
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fore be watchful, for our attitude toward the world will
reveal our true Christian ideal.

The terrible punishment. which will fall upon false
Christianity is a fact so certain that, almost two thousand
yéars before our day, John beholds the visions as though
the events they describe belonged to the past.
should stimulate both our hopes and our cares.

II. VISION OF THE DESTRUCTION OF
FALSE CHRISTIANITY (17:3-6)

. Our interpretation of this vision will be greatly facili-
tated if we go back to ‘the vision of chapter twelve, which
depicts to us the true Bride, not under the disguise of a
deceptive attire, but in her natural dignity: “clothed with
the sun, and the moon under her .feet, and upon her
head a crown of twelve stars.” To.this true Bride are
given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly .into
the wilderness. 'The false church -cannot but follow her
there, that is, she must accept certain virtues and certain
sacrifices without which she could not’ gain credence
among the multitudes. But whereas the true Bride is,
‘like Israel in Sinai, sustained by the providential food
of the desert, the false church has to provide for herself
through skilful stratagems. To the miraculous wings of
. a great eagle, she will oppose the challenge of an imposing

mount: “a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blas-

phemy.” . She will also make abundant use<of the intelli-

gence of the monster’s seven heads and of the power of

its ten horns. . ¢

The moral conditibn of the prostitute woman appears
in the contrast between the “golden cup”, symbol of false
outward purity and consecration, and all that fills it:

* “abominations and filthiness of her fornmication.” WNot
only dares she raise that cup of blasphemy, but the facile
victories she has won by flattering the low passions of
men encourage her to unashamedly display a scandalous
mark on her forehead: “Mystery, Babylon the great, the
mother of harlots and abominations of the earth.” This
name is a “mystery”, which seems to indicate that the
.divine patience toward the woman’s provocations isvhu-
manly unexplainable. In the same way, the seeming
inaction of ‘God before the shed blood of the saints and
of the martyrs of Jesus is to us an unfathomable secret.

It is our duty to carefully meditate upon the apostle’s
confession: “When I saw her, T wondered with great
admiration.” The example and warnings of his-Master
could not suffice to secure John from certain doubts con-

3

cerning the true scope-of the \Christian. conflict. As the -

newly-born Christianity was still weak and scattered, it

was yet difficult to foresee that the Enemy. was to

mobilize all the powers of the world and those of an
artificial “Christendom” to gain full sway over the true
people of God. On the other hand, nothing in his time
seemed to bé™able to efficaciously compete with, or coun-
terfeit, the pure original truths of the gospel. Moreover,
the divine help had been anundantly promlsed to the elect,

and it seemed inconceivable that, in its onward march, .

Christianity would meet more than casual and-superable

" obstacles. Finally, could the promise of the Son of God’s
return not have been used by the Seducer as a means to
deceive those who expected it? Hence, in ordér to .avert
the dangers of a blind optimism on the part of the last
apostolic guide of the elect people, heaven reveals to him
‘the very, great danger of false Christianity. History has
since then decisively confirmed that miracilous pre-
_ diction, o .

This

III.. LIGHTS ON THE DESTRUCTION OF
FALSE CHRISTIANITY {(17:7-18)

By introducing.his explanatory words by the question:

¥ “Wherefore didst thou marvel?”, the angel calls the

apostle’s attention to the rational nature of what he is
about to say.

1. In order to properly understand the mystery of the
woman, it is first necessary to interpret the mystery of
the beast

Its origin is the “bottomless pit”, sojourn of Satan. Its
-destmy ig twice described in verses 8 and 11: it goes

“into perdition”; its punishment is the most dreadful and
the most terrible act of justiceé that the book has thus
far predicted. Its history is full of incidents: it “was,
and is not, and yet is.” Its vitality in the midst of ali
the dangers will cause them “that dwell on earth” ‘to
wonder.

- In one of our previous chapters, we saw ‘that the heast
was an embodiment of the carmal spirit of/the age, of the
self-deification of man, of the supreme plot of mankind
against its God, 'The first instruments which will serve
the designs of the beast are seven governmental systems
seven heads, or seven nations, or seven kings. Acdording
to most of the commentators, the first six heads repre-
sent. Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persm Greece, and im-
perial Rome. In John’s day, the! Roman power *“is”
(v. 10). In connection with it, we remember that the
“deadly wound” inflicted upon the sixth head and its
miraculous healing (ef. 13:3), symbolizes both the de- °
feat sufferedsby ‘Satan after the triumph of Jesus Christ
over death, and the survivil of the Satanic empire. Who
will therefore be the seventh king who “is not yet come”
(17:10)? Among many hypotheses we shall choose the
most plausible one. The seventh head would represent
the confederacy of .the scattered powers which, since the
dismemberment of the Roman empire, are however a
prolongation of it, by keeping its customs, its laws, and
above all its man-centred religion. And the more the
nations will be interdependent, the more there will be a
nieed for organized systems. We had, in the League of
Nations, an imdge of that worldwide confederacy which,
.because it is the work of man and not of ‘God, “must con-
. tinue for a short space.” Its powerles»sness in warding
off the catastrophes provoked by the so-called progress of
profane civilization, will inevitably bring about the dic-
tatorsth 'of an eighth power. That power will so per-
fectly incarnate the spirit of the beast that it will make
one with it, thus continuing the action of the seven pre-
ceding kings: “And the beast that was, and is not, even he
is the eighth, and is of the seven.” (17:11).

We here draw near the time of the end: the beast
“goeth into perdition”; the pdwer is then entrusted to
ten kings “which have received- no kingdom as yet”, and .
which receive power with the beast for only “one hour”.

These ten kings have but one design, “one mind”: they
“give their power and strength unto the beast” and “make
war with the Lamb”. All those features emphasize that
the main purpose of the new regime will be, not primar-
ily to gain the power or to protect men, but to manifest
in the open all the conscious or unconscious hostility of

-the human heart toward God. A stupendous day will
thus come when, all other occupations having ceased, all
the evil forces of the world will pit themselves against
the Lamb of God, the supreme expression of the grace of
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God: The sp1r1t of the antl-‘Chrlst w1ll then have reached

its cllmax T

“It-is therefore comfortlng to. learn here that “the’
.Lamb ‘shall -overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and
" King of kings"” and to read that “they that are with him,
_called, chosén, and faithful” will also overcome.

"~ 2.'In the light of what the angel has just revealed to
us conce'mmg_the beast, we ‘shall more clearly u'nde7 stand
“.the myste'ry of the woman. .

. “And ‘he saith unto me, The w'tters which theu sawest,
* where the whore sittéeth, are peoples, and multitides, and -
natlons, and tongues. ”- ;

-

- Tt is true that, there are certain common characteristics
‘between the Roman papacy and some of the features of

-~ the woman, such as her great wealth and her purple and

scarlet attire. But an.exclusive identification, would not,
cover the whole teaching of our text. False Christianity.
is.. not only represented by papal Rome. Before the -

" ‘appearing of the. papacy, and outside of its pale, pseado-

Chr1st1an1ty has dlso been manifested in many ways: and
in ‘every case it has- proved perfectly adapted both to the
natural heart and to the- changing conditions of mankind.

" The first deviations, the’ flrst heresws, the first schlsms

then the Roman church then Greek ‘Orthodoxy; then, the
" worldly or nationalized Protestantism; then the pseudo-
evangelical systems, the impostures; then, ‘the "so-called .
-+ modernism — all those counterfeltsfof the true Christian -
spirit are included .in the flgures of the waters and of .
* the woman Moreover apostasy has “not - always been
mamfested inh-a’ collective way: let s learn here that
‘. every member of any evangellcal church who would ‘walk
“according, to thé fl&sh, would thereby “act .in complxclty

-~

“And the woman whlch thou sawest is nthat great c1ty'
) Whlch re1gneth over the kmgs of the earth.” "

" This assoclatmn “of antl-Chrlstlamty w1th Babylon has
procured considerable .advantages for. the kings, instru-
ménts of-the lbeast ‘But the contracts based on interest
alone are very lprecanous A time will coine when all the
temporal powers will dlscover that ‘their- assoc1atlon wyith ~
‘the false rellglon costs them more than 1t y1elds profit, -
Then, the’ riches and privileges accumulated by the apos-
~ tate IChristianity Will arouse covetousness The~ subjects

‘ of the great harlot\ will then turn themselves agamst her

“A,nd the ten- horns wh1ch thou sawest upon -the ﬂoeast
these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate

?nd naked and shall eat"her flesh, and burn her. w1th
1re,” - ; .

Nothing can
", alter it for God. Himself “h&th put.in their hearts to-fulfil
. hig will, and to. agres,. and give thelr k1n§dom unto the
““beast, until-the words-of God 'shall be fulfillgd.” . In the -
rigid attitude, of the Soviet regime toward rehglous
- things, 'we haveé an image of the future world-w1de schism ™~
between rel1g10n and ‘the temporal powers as predlcted
‘here. - ;

We must now ndraw our conclusmn from the above con-
s1derat1ons Have . we the religion of sthe world or havs
~we ‘the 'p1ety of the elect? In fellowshlp with our
‘Saviour’s sacrifice, we must die to ourselves; and such.a
death will determine our true pos1tlon and will ‘alonie
1nsure -our eternal securlty -

~

S
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THE WASP WHICH WENT TO CHURCH

It was a beautiful tSfunday mornmlg when ‘an adventur-
ous little wasp left his home in. the hollow trunk of a
tree, and excitedly flew over the. fields. He was at peace
with the world,. for the warm sunshine made him feel ,
particularly pleased with himself: '‘Here and there he

- paused- to “examine tree trunks and nplants but an un-'__ P

deniable urge forced him onward: - And- then quite sud-
denly he saw achurch.. Its 16Tty steeple pointed héaven-

“ ward, and everything about the building suggested

solldarlty and calin, Almost 'without realizing he was
changing the dlreetlon of his flight, the wasp veered from:
his ¢ourse ‘and wpproached the . house of God. He felt
ashamed he had not been in church for ages' His
exhllaratmg buzzing became less audible as he’ admltted
“Yes, I haye been very. wicked. I must alter my ways”
and as determmatlon shone in h1s eyes, he ‘added,. “And
Ill start now.” . s,

.The minister was 'preachlng, his audlence was en- T
thralled and captivated” by “his- brilliant oratory.:. this oA
- was -a magnxflcent‘sermon' Alas,- it was soon to be.” -
ruined by an unexpected visitor. .The well-meaning wasp
flew in through the open "window, and as he c1rcled the;

. conlgregatlon many eyes ‘follovt'ed his fhght The -mmlster -

) frowned' The people should llearn to ‘concentrate! . The'
‘wasp seemed to be lookmg for a seat. . His mtentlons
were sound; ‘he desired 6 ‘be ‘friendly. After all, this
was the house of. God, where all people were brethren.

Ah! the very place. The young ladies were most: at-
tractlve "They were. youthful ‘and pretty; their dresses
were most colourful;-and the flowery patterns made h1m
‘think of green meadows filled.with daisies and: butter-
cups. . Yes, it would bé wondeérful to sit beside these girls. . .
- The’ young lady -at the end .of. the .Seat shuddered .and .. -
moved nearer to her companion. Oh! the wasp was down!. ’
Good gracious, the thing was crawling .along the seat!

She clutched her hymnbook, and the~m1n1ster frowned

again.- His fudience .was: 'becomm'g restless And the

wasp crawled on. Ba/ng’ h

~ 0ot course, the girl mlssed and the startled wadsp hur-
riedly made off toward the cellmg What was this? She
“had-tried to kill him; and he only wanted to be friendly.
Were all church people’ hypocrites ? He sighed and sa1d

'Certalnly not. She was but a child. Forget her, little
* wasp; and try again. Ah, that granny. - Isn’t she mce?
So qulet ‘and dignified a veritable mother in Israel. Her
smlle would be a benediction. I'll sit by her.” When
granny saw. ‘him, she nervously placed her back against
“the -wall, and wished she 'could escape ‘through a non--
“existent door. . The wasp was coming . alofig the seat.
- Dearie; dearie me' ‘She - clutehed her umbrella; no, that™" . )
wotild-be useless. - She seized “her bag — no, that would .
be .inadequate, Her hymnbook—a’h She . prepared “to, -
defend her ‘territory, and in blissful ignorance. of the“" B
reception awaiting him, the . wasp crawled nearer. For-

_ tunately he. paused, and as he did so the silence of the
sanctuary was shattered by the crashing hymnbook. In-
.deed, the draught lifted him from his feet. Granny’s face -
- was flaming, and so- also- was hls own heart as he flew -
agamst the ceiling..

- Furiously he buzzed around the church. _This ,wa\s‘mad-

demng, even the munster resented his ‘coming to the -

-
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‘service — dnd lie was supposed to shepherd the flock of
God. Buzz, buzz, buzz, went the overworked wings. ‘And
then-a stlll small- voice seemed to say, “Calm yourself.-
That old woman helied her appearance. She's -eld and
cantankerous. {She’s peevish and hard to live with. ~ For-

get her; and try the. patrxarchs of the church. See those
.deacons sitting together in the front row. What a fine lot .
-of holy gentlemen' They pray like angels, -and lead most . -

of the meetings.” The wasp calmed ‘down. Yes, he had

‘beén somewhat: rash, He circled twice over the -heads of-
_the benign old.men, and then came to land., Horror of

horrors! They were-striking while 'he was still in mid-air,
One after the other, they almost flung their books at him,
and the service was in an uproar. The young people were

‘ giggling; .the children were openly laughing. Even the .
... minister had placed his hand upon a hymnbook This was
“Swish, whizz, ‘bang, went the

books and suddenly the’little visitor lost his temper. If

_ - this were: God’s house, He could keep it, If ‘thege were
"God’s .people, He was welcome to them. - Bah! Infurlated
‘he flew through the' window; but_he made one mzsta,ke

. -Hé blamed the young lady, the-old Granny, and especially
the deacons;.yet all the tlme, the cause of the trouble’lay °
oin hzmself’

The wasp ‘seems to have many cousms' People who

greatest of all stings! " -
e . -—Ivor Povvell in szle--Wmdo'ws

THE WEEK-END IN JARVIS STREET
"The fn'st of the week-end -service
“Street ‘Baptist Church is. the Thursday evening Lécture

in the English Bible Course, delivered so ably by the-

Dean, Dr. C, D. ‘Cole? Thislecture is open to all .and
.was largely. attended: last Thursday, many young people,
as well as older ones, taking advaritage.of this opportunity
- iSaturday
nl'ght found a large number of the Lord’s people gathered

s-in earnest -intercession for the work of the Lord here

and elsewhere

‘The,Bible School session on ISunday mormng is always -

a season of- mstructlon mlsplratlon and tblessmg to. chil-

" dren and adults, espe'c1ally in - Jarvis -Street where the

scholars remain for the morning preaching -service. Last

2 Sunday the: :Editor, Mr. Leslie K. ‘Tarr, B.A,, preached
", with intense and- appropriate’ earnestness on t'he solenin

theme “Life! Death! Eternity!” Samuel Pourret
“conducted the. French Lan'guage Gospel Service in the
afternoon, a’ seérvice which is- greatly apprec1ated In
the-evening :Dr.' H..C. Slade preached a most ¢onvincing
sermon on the subject, “Confession of Sin”. Congrega-
tions ‘were excellent, al’l day and the Lord’s presence

. —i0.L.C.

’
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]ARVIS ST REET MINUTE BROADCAST

‘Listen to. the Jarvis Street Bible School announcement
over station ‘CFRB: on Saturday mornings at 11.29 a.m.
‘Pray that this brief message may capture the attention
of many and compél.them to come.

. o —O.LC.

-

Introduction

~-great auﬂhorl.ty (Acts 19:35).
‘culbure,”it was also’ anid chiefly famous for-the great marble

“in charge (Acts.18:19-21).
- there (lActs 18:24-28).
remaining about two years (Acts 19).

in historic Jarvis.-
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Yol. 19"  Fourth Quarter Lesspn 7

OLIVE, L. CLARK, Ph.D. ('rér.)_

SAVED BY GRACE I :
Lesson Text: Ephesians 2:1-10.

. Golden 'Text: “For by g'race are ye saved through faith; and

that not of yourselves itis lﬂhe gift of God.”
. —JElyhesuans 2:8.

-

The city of Ephesus in Asia Mmor (oa)lled “Asia” in Scrip-
ture), sitwated at ithe junction. of several roads which formed
a lineof communication between Rome and the East, was an
1m|poriban‘t commercial -centre. It was a free.city within the
Roman Empire, with a iCouncil and an Assembly, being gov-
‘erned by a proconsul (Acts 19 '38) The town: clerk possessed - -
Being the centre of art and

temple of Diana, & temple which was iconsidered ‘one of the
seven-wonders of-the ancient world.’ Between' the shrine -aind -
the image o!f the vgoddess was-a treasury, sand to be the bank:
of . Asia.

‘At the. beginninig of hls “second 'mhssmnamy Jourpey the

- Aipostle Paul was forbidden by the Spirit from preaching in
"Asia (‘Acts '16:6). On his way home to Amntioch he visited .
‘the city for a short while, during which time it is probable

that -he founded the whurch.” Aquila and Priscilla were left
Apollos also was sent to witness,
Paul ‘returned to Etphesus, this time . -
On his Tast:voyage

to Ronie he met the elders of the Ephesian dhurc‘h_?.t M1letus,

g'lvtmg them a farewell message (Acts 20:17-38)..

Oﬂher Christian leaders visited Ephesus; Timothy (1 Tim.
1:3), Tychicus (2 Tim. 4:12), Onebnph"orus (2 Tim, 1:18), and
probably John Mark, when he was in Asia, (Col. 4:10; 2 Tim.
4:11; 1 °Pet. 5:3). 'Fhere is a tradittion to the- effect that

. after the destruction of Jerusalem in' 70 A.D.the Apostle John:
"made .BEphesus his home He addressed a letter 'to that church

(Rev. 1:11; 2:1-7):

The Epistle ‘to. the.Ephesn'ans was lwmhten by. Paul flrom_' .
" Rome about 64 A.D. during his first imprisonment (Eph. 3:1;

4:1; 6:20). Philippians and ‘Colossians, were probably writ
ten about the game time. -

r

- Analysis of Ephesmns
'L Inrtroduclnon 1:, 2. :
. _Mhe Heavenly |Calling of the Ohurc'h—l 3:3: 21.
I'II “The Earthly Conduct of '‘the Church—4:1 - 6 20
IV. Conclusion—6:21-24.

~

I. . Dead in Sins: verses 1-3. ~ .

The doctrinal portion of this Epistle (chapp. 1-3) descri'b'e
in triumphant language the exalted position of the believer in:
Christ. We have been blessed with all gpiritual blessings in
Him, being chosen, called, adopted and redeemed. God reckons
that in the person of ICh‘rlst our Representative, we have beens
crucified, buried, maised, exalted and seated ;at the right hand
of tthe Father - (Eph. 1).

But it was not always so with us. The unsaved are de-

*-S'criiflied' as being like the Gentiles of old—without Christ,

aliens, strangers and afar off (verses 11-17; Eph. 4:17, 18).
They are lost and dead (Luke 15:24; ICol. 2:13), dead in tres-
passes and sins. When our first lpa:remts ginned, God pro-
nounced the Judlg'mept of death — physical ‘and spuutaal (Gen.
2:17; Rom, 5:12; 1 Cor. 15:21, 22). Physical death is the -
sepa.ra‘tmn of ‘the body and the spirit, while spiritual death
is the -separation of the spirit from God. The spirit of man
is as the candle of the Lord (Prov. 20:27)." That candle was
lit ag it were by God in Adam and Eve, but was guenched by
sin «(Prov. 24:20). Now it is necessary for ithe Holy Spirit
to relight that candle (Psa. 18:28). The Holy Spirit alone
can bring lthe soul from ‘death unto Yfe: there must be a’
Spm'tuall resurrection (John 3: 3-7).
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The unsaved walk according to—the rules and principles
which igovern this ‘world, rather than those which pertain to
the world to come (Gal. 1:4; Eph. 4:19-24; Col. 2:8), and they
are energized by 'Satan, the prince of the power of the air
(John 12:31; Eph. 6:12), rather than by the Holy Spirit
(Phil, 2:18). Such are called children of disobedience (Johm
8:44), because they refuse to obey the Gospel, and are called
children of wrath, since they rest under the wrath of 'God
(Psa, 51:5; John 3:86)). They follow their own desires,
_ rather ithan the will of God (Gal. 5:16).

IL Quickened in Christ: verses 4-10.

We praige our Gogd for His great mercy toward us (Psa.
103:8-11; Eph, 1:7; 1 Pet. 1:3); even although our sins de-
served eternal death, Christ died for us (Rom. 5:6-11). 1In
love He sought us when we were far from Him, lost and
dead (Luke 15:1-7, 11-24). .

‘When we believe upon Christ as our Saviour, we are
accounted as having died with Christ at Calvary (Rom. 6:2,
3). When God raised Christ from the dead, He also raised
us from death. with Him (Rom. 6:4-10). When Christ
ascended in' triumph to take His place at the right hand of
the Father in heaven (Rom. 10:6-8; Eph, 4:8-10), He wus
glorified on our behalf. In Him we live “in the heavenlies”.

God did all this for us, not alone or chiefly to bring joy
and -blessing to us, although that is the result of His loving-
kindness, but rather that we, as the recipients of His grace,
might add to His glory (Eph. 1:6, 14). Angels and other
beings in future ages would see exemplified in us the great
grace and love of our God to us, that He might be glorified

in His sainits (Eph. 8:9-11; 2 Thess. .1:10; Rev. 20:4; 21:1-4)."

Since all men were under condémnation through sin, it was
by -the grace of God alone that the plan of redemption was
prepared and executed.
extends mercy to those who will trust Him, and He grants
them pardon as a free gift. :Since all men are guilty before

Though they be undeserving, He -

God, all men are on the same plane, and there is no room
for boasting (Rom. 3:27). Had we been saved by our works,’
some would have claimed superiority, but now, no.one has
anything to show as ground for boasting. God must have-
all the glory. He alone can perform the work of regenera-
tion (2 ICor. 5:17); all alike have been created in Christ Jesus

S

on the basis of faith in His shed blood.

Although not saved by good works, we have .been saved
unto good works. The two doctrines of salvation by the gift
of God and rewards according to the merit of man are not
contradictory, but complementary. Works have their proper
place.® Although justified before God by faith, apart from
works (Rom. 3:28; Gal, 2:16), we are justified before men by
works which prove our faith (Jas. 2:14-26). These truths are
illustrated in the New Testament by references to two events
in the life of - Abraham (Gen.,15:5, 6; ‘Rom. 4:1-4, 13-22;
Gen, 22:1-14; Jas.-2:21-26). .

i)aily Bible Readings

Nov. 7—The Election of Grace ..........ccoonurueenn.ee. Rom, 11:1-6
Nov. 8—Justifying Grace .........verrnee, Rom. 3:21-31
Nov. 9—Abounding Grace .......... e senseneeeeres Rom. 5:12-21
Nov. 10—Sufficient Grace ...........cccccomrurrireererene 2 Cor. 12:-10
Nov. 11—The Heart Established by Grace .......... Heb. 18:1-9
Nov. 12—Grace and Truth through Christ ... John 1:1-17
Nov.

13—_Grace in Time of Need ..............coonne..... Heb. 4:11-16

Suggested Hymns .
Grace, 'tis a charming sound. .
Once 1 was dead in sin. ~
I was a wandering sheep.
Come, sing my soul!
Beneath the cross of Jesus.
" Céme, ye sinners!

A New Book By DR:.T. T. SHIELDS

. THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE .

This volume contains sevehteen addresses on -the fundamental - teachings of the
Christian faith. Each address is Scriptural and simply presented. Read with profit to your
soul what the ‘Bible says about such truths as the Atonement, Justification, Sanctification, the

Second Coming of Christ and other equally important subjects.

o 208 INTEREST-PACKED PAGES. -_

o RICH MAROON BINDING WITH GOLD
. IMPRINT.

o FIRST BOOK IN THE DR. T. T. SHIELDS'
MEMORIAL LIBRARY.
e COST—ONLY $2.50! ' !

This is an ideal Christmas gift for your pastor, a student or other fellow-Christians!

ORDER NOW -
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copies of The Docirines of ‘Grace. Enclosed you will find




