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"HOLDING FOR'TH TH·E WORD 'OF LIFE" 
By C. H. SPURGEON 

BELIEVEIRS are to shine as Hghts in the world, and 
in part this shining is to he the natural result of 

character; for they are to be "blameless and harmless, 
-the sons of God, without .rebuke, in the -midst of a crooked 
and perverse nation" (iPhi.J. 11 :'15) . Noone can pro­
nounce tMs -part of the case with too great an emphasis. 
As we live we teach - teach in the most effectual fashion. 
But at the same time the saints are to !be light..lbearers 
thy -ma'king known the 'gospel of the Lord Jesus, which the 
apostle calls "the word of life". This we are to "·hold 
forth" as men hold torches aloft, that their Hght may ;be 
scattered ·far and wide. T·he torch of truth will enli'ghten, 
for this is its nature; but it stands greatly in need of a 
strong, hand to hold it up, and· 'hold it forth, or else it will 
burn to small purpose. A torch 'lying 9n the ground rather 
smokes than shines. lit must he held forth. This necessity 
is too. much overlooked, and incalculable evil comes Cif 
forgetting it. 

Many indulge an indolent .reHance upon the innate 
power of truth. "'Truth is mighty, and 'will pr~vail/' is 
almost a -provertb. Much truth lies in it, hut it may 'be so 
used as to ;be far more false than true. A great doctrine, 
i'f it be never preached or written upon, will be fOl"gotten. 

'. A hu.mbling truth, whi'Ch is much opposed 'because it is at 
war with human pride, may !be so travestied and ridiculed 
that it -may be driven out of the field of present practical 
influence for lack of someone to ·maintain and defend it. 
There -may be su·db. a wide rejection of sound teaching 
that no f~ith in it may remain among the masses of the 
people. Does any man believe that a doctrine will win 
Ibelievers if it is never taught? Does he imagine that 
truth will, in some miraculous way, spread itself, without 
human voice or 'pen ?, Does any man dream that the people 
wHl conie to kno.w and love that -which they have never 
heard, and therefore do not know. The idea of some in­
nate power in tru·th, apart from its ,being advocated, ·must 
be placed among those venerable traditions which work to 
th~ hindrance of practical' effort among men. The fact 
is, that truth has influence in proportion to ·the zeal which 
accepts and spread,s it; and if it· be ·not received and 
puiblished, it wiH die out ·from among a .people quite as 
soon as an error would have done. 

P'rotestantism is said to have taken such a -hold upon 

the EngliSih nation that it can never retu·rn to Popery. 
This ·may be true; ibut it is equally certain that if our' 
people never hear a word about Protestant principles, and 
are daily made familiar 'with 'Popish ceremonies and 
teachings, they wiH retu'rn to Romanism· as surely as 
fan'Cy pigeons {'evert to the old stock Shut our eyes as 
we may to so 'great a danger, 'it is a grim reality. If the 
fundamental' doctrines of the 'gospel are 'kept 'back; and 
our congregations are constantly plied with questions 
about inspiration, evolution, and: progressive thou'ght, our 
young people will !become Unitarians first, and infidels 
afterwa·rds, as surely as eg·gs are eggs. No secret and 
mysterious power of truth will keep the old faith alive 
in a community in which it is ·pers-istentlyi·gnored and 
per·petually assailed. The human mind is aU too su·rely 
fond of falsehOO'd; !but. the votaries of it do not trust to 
the na:tural fa:scination of their inventions. False doc­
trine flourishes' in the unrenewed heart· a's a weed in­
digenous to the soil; and yet the 'propagators of error 
do not trust to its natural vitality, !but water it day and 

. night with' assiduous care. How foolish shall we 'be if we 
neglect any endeavour to keep alive the delicate foreign 
.plant of Igospel truth' in a soil so unfriend:Jy, and in a 
season so un'Propitious! . To rely -upon the inward vitality 
of truth, and so to leave it untended, is to e:lCpect a har­
vest ,from ,good seed, though we have never sown it, and 
have never touched the soil, which ·remains ha·rd· as the 
roc:k on yonder mountain-side. . 

Truth has such voices as its lovers ,give it - su'Ch, and 
no -mOre. We are not unmindful of the supernatural ele­
m.ent connected with the 'gospel; nay, -we are joyfully con­
'fident in the Holy Spirit, who wOl"ks for the truth, and 
Iby it. But this. does not weaken our argument; say, 
rather, that it greatly inten-sifies it. Not only is the 
.gospel powerless without men's voices, it is also power­
less with them unless the IHoly 'Ghost applies the word 
with ,power to the hearts of those who ihear it. 'But the 
divine 'Spirit 'goes forth with surroundings of prayerful­
ness, faith, and zeal, without which he is never known 
to display his sacr.ed enel"gies. Hence the need, not alone 
of those who ·hold forth the word! of life with the voice, 
hut of those who hold it forth with earnest pleading., 
generous giving, intelligent·obedien'Ce, and' zealous effort. 
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I,f these .be not present, we may conclude that the Holy 
Spirit is Mt at work, and in :his absence the boasted 
power of "truth wi'll prove itself a myth. We may cease 
shoutin'g Magna est vertas, and learn that error, when 
weH advocated, is greater in its power over -men than 
-truth left in the limbo of forgetfulness. .-' 

A si,mple illustration may set forth ollr meaning clearly. 
The doctrine of ·therilght of every man to freedom is a 
noble truth; but i,f one had ever advanced it, wOl.!-ld not 
·whole nations have remained in siavery? 'Suppose that 
in America no albolitionist's voice had brdken Ule guilty 
. silence, no philanthropist's pen had written a line on 
.\be1uilf of the negro, and no statesman had agitated for 
emancipation; would not the fetters have been upon the 
bladk man's wrists to this very hour?' A truth is li'ke a 
'maS'S of coill; there are so -many pounds of force latent 
in it; but, without fire to Ibring it forth, the coal wi11 lie 
an inert wei'ght, whicK Can do nothing for itself, much less 
for others. :Be the truth what it may, whether social, 
scieJ}tific, or 'reIi,gious', its power will not operate if 'it is 
stored away, and, left to itself. 

What, then, is the duty of the present hour? Clearly, 
it is our.main work to make known !'the . glorious ·gospel 
of the blessed God." We .mus·t preach the doctrines of 
grace ·more distinctly, and more in detail.. To get 'back 
the power .of the gospel, we· must first get back the gospel' 
itself. If we w~nt the shade, and h9pe .. to abtah it with-· 
out the tree, We are 'g.reatly mista'ken. Gospel influence 
will follow upon 'gospel doctrine, by llhe blessing of the 
-Holy 'Spirit; but it will not come' apart from our plainly 
teaching the Word of God. We hear something of "Ufe" 
being more important than doctrine. Why, the doctrine 
we contend for is "'The Word of life", and any life apart 
f·rom it is not the life- of God. !Some even affect to aim at 
a bilgher spirituality, and 'to be careless as to-what ,be­
comes of the doctrine. That is a poor pretence of godli­
ness which undervalues Christ's words, and, under. the 
cloak of s'anctimoniousness, plays fast and loose with 
inspired :teaching by uniting with the lovers of error. 
There ·must 'be a !balance among the IChristian virtues, 
and- to cultivate .pietistic emotion without the su'bjection 
of the 'intel'teet to 'the teaching of Christ is a dangerous 
experiment .. The Lord's words, to say the very least, are 
quite as important as our feelings; and he that would 
sacrifice a revealed truth is scarcely to Ibe commended 
when he pours ou,t his soul over a theory of emotion. 

Let us go over again the· 'foundation truths. Let us 
malke 'ou'r ministrY. distinctly instructive as well as horta­
tory. Let us set forth the doctrine of the Lord Jesus as 
the basis. of his ethics, and' as· the motive . force of 
obedience to them. H some men were ;to preach more 
'gos'pel, their congregations would be na:ppier and larger, 
and their inf.luence in every direction would ibe increa·sed. 
IOrowds may be attracted by :ta!lent; 'hut the most reliaJble 
loadstone is 'the thorou'gh--going ·goS/pel. Gospel-and-water 
will not !besought after; ,but the :genuine, undiluted 
article will ndt want ,for admirers. ICan we suppose that 
vast au4iences would have imperilled; their :Jives to listen 
to a ~'modern-thou,g'ht" oration?, Men a're not so' numer­
ously insane. But in hearinlg tIie CalvinIsm of the preach­
er-s of the Desert, or· of the iCovenanters in lScotland, the' 
gain was more than equal ·to the riS'k. There was some­
llhing to 'feed upon,something worth livin:g and dying·for. 
Does the new theology con:tain within its range a single 
teaching for which it were worth while .for a man to 
lose a ibutton 'from his waistcoat? The white heat of 
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enthusiasm will never Ibe produced in our churches with­
out the :gospel; and it.is this white-heat· that is wanted 

. just now. 
Controversy, painful as' it is, is often demanded of us; 

!but, after all, the best campaigns aJgains·t falsehood are 
those in which truth comes most boldly into the field in 
her awn proper array. P·reaeh that. which 'is true, and 
there will be the less need for point~ng out what is not 
true. To drive out darkness bring in light. .' 

·Do not take it for grantM·that the people know. We 
,mus't 'go over the elementary. truths; .for the :bulk of the 
popUlation do not know. We need: not .fear 'repetition; we 
·ought to aim at-it; that, line upon l'ine, preeept upon pre­
cept, the revelation of God may ibe written on the minds 
.of men. AlI the work is to be done over again: we need 
to begin at bhe beginning. The .first principles o'f the 
Reformation must be expoiInded as if they had never 'been 
heard of, for some congre'gations' have never he'ard' of 
them :from. the .present occupants of their pulpits. The 
doctrines o'f 'grace must Ibe taught as carefuHy as if they 
were ,quite new, for new they will be to .most minds nowa­
days.They have ;beard .them caricatured, and wilfully 
'beli~d;. bul they have newer ihe8.l'd them expounded in 
thei,! simplicity. What effects w~)Uld follow if they could 
so hea·r them! 

'Now then, 0 ·man of courage, lift hi'gh your standard 
and fling your colours to the !breeze! Holding forth -th~ 
word of 'life, take your places, and stand there, 'Goo' _help­
ing you, till the living· truth of the livin.'g God has routed 
aU its adversaries! 

< 
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t&;be J afbi~' 6tr'w l8ulptt 
"Revival and Sepa,ration 

\, A Sennon by Dr. T. T. Shields 

('FIF,TH IN ~ SERiIES ON REV!IV!ALS OF .THE BmLEj) 

Delivered in Jarvis 'Street 'B~ptist Churcll. Toronto, Thursday Evening, November- 28th, 1929 
(,Stenogra.pmcalqy Repol'lted) 

Exodus, chlllpl;er 10:16~29. 

WE HA V,E been thi~lkiD'g for a little while in these 
tT'hursd~y eveniD'g meditations of 'Israel's position 

in the iand of E·gypt. and I shall pursue that study a 
little farther this evening. We must ever ibear in miD'd 
that God does' not chaD'ge with the' years. He w~s the 
same holy God in Old Testament times as He was in the 
ful'l-oribed, revelation o'f Himself throu'gh Christ, Jesus 
'our Lord.T·he principles governing the ~pproach of a 
soul to God have always been the s~me. GO'd was no more 
tolerant of evil in Old Testament times 1lhan He is now; 
and those who were saved were savedl in pre'Cisely the 
same way as they are saved now. There ~s no ground 
of approach to God Ibut th·rough the"iblood' of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 'The promise was 'given, and on the ,ground 
of its certain fulfilment men were accepted before God 
even in olden times. , 

The children of Israel present a .picture, in their posi­
tion' in, E'gypt, of 'God's people in other times than theirs. 
They were His own ,pecu'liar people, chosen of Hi-m for 
His service, that throu·gh them He mi'ghlt be ·glorified. 
y ~t this book of Exodus ,shows them a's a company of 
serfs, a nation of slaves, subje'Ct to the dominance of' 
some other ,power than the will of their God. I ·tihink you 
have there a picture, of multitudes of professing Chris­
tians to-day: while really the Lord's at he~rt, they live 
in E!gypt instead' of' being perfectly free to serve their 
God. 'God's call to His people was that they should le~ve 
Egypt behind 'and 'go out into the w'i'lderness where they 
wOllld Ibe free from all limitations, and from 'a:H encum­
brances, that they mi'gh,t have foull freedom to serve the 
Lord, and to do the will of God from the 'heaTt. 

I. 
GOD'S PFoPLE WERE INTENDED TO BE FREE. "Ye shall 

ditions require, but simply and freely to do the will of 
God! 

I say, there are people - and 'I fear we 'have all 'been 
included in that class at -some time or another - -whose 
lives have been lived very largely-h Egypt, subject to 
other wiHs and other cons'id'erations than the simple ques­
tion of what is ,riglht. Wherever that is true, revival is 
very urgently needed; for every new'iborn soul ou'ght to 
ibe freed; untramelled, unshackled, as free ~s the' ail' to 
know the wil'l of 'God', and then simply to do it. 

.1 wonder 'if there are ar.y here this, eveniD'g who in 
some sense may Ibe suibject to Pharaoh's influence? Here 
were a people whose ,time was given to someone else than 
to IGod. They 'had no time to serve ~od:: they were busy 
making bricks,for Pharaoh. How many people there are 
who profes's to be 'Christians, who have no time to render' 
Christian service, no time to witness to the ungodly, no, 
time to execute the 'ilieat Commission and 'go out to teach 
alI nations, no time to do any Iljit of distinctly :Christian' 
service! Why h~ve they not time?, There are twenty-four 
hou.rs' in their day ~s well as in anyone else's. It .is be­
cause they are otherwise engaged, Ibecause they are pre­
occupied with some worldly ,m~tter -that leaves them no 
Iib'Jrty at all to do 'the work of IGod. 

We have a big ISunday School here, but we ~re far, far 
from where we oUglht to be, and from what we ought to 
ibe, even in that matter, yet I have been impressed with 
this, that when 'pepple have come 'to examine. the opera­
tion of the school, as people do all the time, they h~ve 
'gone through i·t all, and they 'have sh8lken their beads and 
said, "It 'Would be no use trying that in our church." 
"Why ?~' 'We have enquired. "Our people would not have 
time ·to do 'it." Of cours'e, they would not have time! 
You get a company of young people who have 'to go to 
the movies two or three times a week, and who are 
engaged in a hundred other worldly practices, they have 
no time to -give to IChristian service. They are so busy 
serving Pharaoh that they have not time left to serve 
,the Lord. T,h~t is the trou:ble with most of our cl1urches 
to-day. Talk 8100ut giving the Lord a tenth of our 'iD'com~! 
rrhere are comparatively few people, I fear who 'give the 
Lord even a tenth of their tim.e. They are so busy doing 
somethiD'g else. . ' 

II read an article last night. on ·the opening of a certain 
church in town, and - well, it read as though'it had been 
written by a iblind man - as though the 'Lord cared 
whe'ther the aisle is in the middle of the church or not, 
as to whether th'e pU'lpit is on one side and the I'eading-

, know the truth, aD'd the truth shaHm&ll:ce you 'free"; "If 
the iSon therefore shal'} ma'ke you free, ye shall be free 
inde~d." God's people are exhorted to stand fast in the 
l~berty wherewith ICh,rist makes free. Ana yet how many, 
people there a're who, ,knowiD'g the Itru,th, viewing their 
duty in this Holy 'W ord, haviD'g a clear cours'e mal'lked 
'out for them Iby the teaching of Scri-pture, are yet sub­
ject to so many other ~onsiderations that they are not 
free to do the win of IGod froin the heart! 'How many 
people there a're who 'live amid condi-tions of life which 
circumscribe their freedom! 'Tlhe condition 'in,which they 
lalb'our at the daily tasiJc, their social life, their recrea­
tiona:l' life - in all these conditions they find them-s'elves 
suhj.ect to some other power than the will of Gad. What 
a Iblessed thing it 'Would ,be for everyone of us if we 
could: turn to, God's Word· and· oJe~rn our duty day by day, 
.and never have to asik -what otlier people think, what con-

- d'esiJc on the other, whether the choir sit behind or !before 
, the preacher, and whether tbe preaeher wears a gown! 

I wonder j.f people consider how God is ~i-beHed-,by such 
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puerilities, Iby 'such childishnes'ses?, as though God ca'l'ed 
anything for the style 'of a ibuilding, or were worshipped 
with men's hands; as though He needed anything! As I 
read 'it I said, "If ·there are many people called Christians 
who entertain such views of the work of God as that, then 
we are sorely in need of a 'great revivaL" It is Ii'ke dis: 
cu'ssing the ques:tion as to what sort of uniform the 
Israelites shaH wear while they ma1ke Pharaoh's 'bricks! 
It makes no differen'Ce ,how they are dressed: the point 
is they are so 'busy doing something that is not of God 
that they have not time 'to serve God. . 

I wonder are there any here who are thus preoccupied 
with the work of the world, the· flesh, and the devil, that 
they have no time left to give to the service. of God? We 
might ;pursue that a little .farth~r, 'bu.t I leave it with you 
to show you, if I can, how a real revival came to a whole 
nation;, and how at last they were brought forth into 
Uberty wi,th fuB freedom to serve the Lord. 

II. 
How DID ENLARGEMENT COME TO THESE PEOPLE WHO 

WERE" REALLY IN BONDAGE?' There are so many church 
members that' have no freedom. 'There are preachers 
who have no freedom. ~ am sorry fo,r the man who can­
not take a 'given course until he has asked 'his wife atbout 
it, and for the woman who is afraid to move until she 
has had a .'conference with :her hUSIband, and for the poor 
preacher-who-dare not call his soul 'his own, and must 
wait. until next week when he can call the 'Deacons to­
gether to find out what the dear bret.hren would li'ke him _ 
to do! And then -sometimes, when !preacher and deacons 
have come together, they must not do anything until "we 
find out what tile great congregation wa~t to do," They 
are all 'busy ma!king -bricks, and sometimes without any 
straw' 

How did enlargement 'Come? - I"brought it to your atten­
tion two or three Thursday evenin'g,g- a'go, how they 
mQu'rned and complained ,because Cif the ibondage, and how 
they cried to the Lord" and: -the Lord was intreated of 
them. 'Then in our hlat study we saw how, when Moses 
went to Pharao'h, their Iburdens were ibut mu'lti-plied, and 
the difficulty of their situation was increased, until they 
came to Moses and said, "Hold your hand; ,stop your en­
treaties. If that is what a revival causes we do not want. 
it. It is making things worse instead of better." Often 
things are worse herore they are !better' How did enlarge­
ment come at last? W'hat was the proposal mad'e to them 
when they sought an open door that they mi'ght serve the 
Loreit? . " - ('. 

You remember ·the way of cOm!promise which Pharaoh 
sq'g.gested. You ,remember. he said to -them firs't, "Now 
I have no abjection to your serving the Lord, .providing 
you serve me too. Stay right here in E'gypt, set up your 
'altars in E'gY'Pt, serve the Lord where you are; ;but do 
not 'separate your,selves from us. Do ndt t8!ke you,rselves 
out of the lan,d; _ do not !be a 'separated- people. Let us 
'be ,good mixers. Let us be on good ter·mg with one an­
. other, and though I may not agree with your reIi.g'ion, 
stilI I have no objection: to your serving here." 
. That is the cry to-day. One can scarcely 'Pick up a paper 
without seeing proposals that we set -up a:Ita'rs in E,gypt, 
and not be over particular. "Why," said: ·this writer 
'whose article I read· last ni'g'ht lin one of our ',pa!pers, "the 
United Church of ICanada was only 'the firslt step. It was 
the ::first step in the direction of Union. By and ,by the 

Angli'Can communion might be included; and of course 
there was still the larger union yet to Ibe thought of, union 
with Roman Cathoiicism, and union with the Eastern 
-Ghurch." And they call' that Christianity' What is it but 
saying, '~Serve the Lord if you want to, but stay in Egy·pt. 
Weare quite willing thai you should sing Moody and 
'Sankey hymns if you want to' If you are a little 'bit 
orthodox and: stilI taJ.k a'bout the blood, we shall not object 
so long as you do not ma,ke yourselves o'bjectiona!ble. We 
\viII find room for you." The article said, "'The United 
Church 'oU'ght to appeal to people who ·have the Anglican 
temperament" - wna'tever that is - "but they must not 
'forget to find a place for the old M~odist 'spirit, and 
to' ma.'ke room for that power which will transform the 
lives of men. W'hy should we 'not have in the· United 
Church a little Ibit of everything?" Certainly! Stay ri'ghit 
where you are, in Egypt. 

'That is what a great many of ouI' Baptists are doing 
to-day. 'They say, '~I do not ag,ree with Professor, 
'MarshaU, I do not a'gree with 'his Modernistic tendencies; 
but I am not quite ready to leave E'gypt yet, I am goin1g to 
stay where'J am for a While." , 

My friend, 'revival does not come that way. Moses was 
weII advised: when he said, We cannot serve God in Egypt. 
We must get clean out of the land, and· Ibe an enti.rely 
separated 'People, so that we shaII have the utmost H-berty 
to 'serve the Lord- as we. will, and as He d:irects." Let me 
suggest to you that when any body of people find them­
selves so circumstanced that they have no compromise, 
and: are not free to follow the di'Ctates of an intelligent 
conscience', and to dbey the precepts of this Word, to 'bhe 
uttermost, then they had !better 'get out of the' land, out 
into the wilderness 'alone with God. When they are ready 
'for that, the 'revival will come. 

Then you will remember -the second 'suggestion of 
Pharaoh. He said !by and: Iby, "Well, if you must go, I 
will consent thus far: Go now ye that are men, and serve 
the Lord-. Leave 'your wives and your children here." 
There is a tendency nowadays; you know, to relegate re­
Jiogion to Sunday. You must no-t 'carry your religion into 
everything - and 'certainly not into your families' 'Ye 
that are men' You who are :grown 'up' T,he tastes and 
desires of youth are past, so far as you are concerned, 
but you must not be over~particular about the young 
people. You must ma'ke allowances for that sort of thing, 
and you had: !better not ibe too strait-laced' 

'That is :the attitude of a great man:y ministers. I have 
sat on committees with them whElD they have said: "Of 
course, so far as we are' concerned, we 'ha·ve a very clear 
view of these things'; but you 'know, brethren, young 
people are young people, and'i'f you are 'going to .be too 
stri'Ct in these ma:tters y~u are simply 'goingio d'rive them 
~Il away. iI::f you want to -go. to prayer-meeting two or 
three times a week, there is no objection to ,that, but do 
nolt insist th'at the whole family 'go' 'Do not make yo-ur 
religion dbjectionaJble iby putting it into everything. You 
will only drive the people away." . 

In .princi'Ple, that is'just aibout the .g'a-me thing. 'But 
you cannot have a ~revival in a divided: chu-rC'h; you can­
not have a revival in a divided house. "Moses said,"No; 
we are not ,going to have a revival for half the famiIy, ,but 
for our whole family. Our wives and children will 'go 
a.'long with us when we 'go. We shall all :go, and we will 
be entirely separated unto ithe 'Lord our Goa. These are 
the terms upon 'which God will' !bless us." 

a'hen Pharaoh 'said, "'Well,/ do not go: very -far away 

I 
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anyhow. Just move a little b'it out, just out on the rim 
of things, so that you cari ea-sily 'get back again. Do not A .CONSPIRACY OF SILENCE 
Ibe an extremi&'t. Do not allow yourself to become fanati- IN MAY of this year the ,Cana,dian Council of .Churches 
cal. Do not be too rigid in your demands." Many people sponsored nr. Nels Ferre in a Toronto meeting. Dr. 
there are who are a'fraid of ibeing called fanatical, who Ferre has, in hi-s writings, d'enied nearly every truth 
are afraid of ibeing over extreme! They remind me of of the 'Christian faith and especially has ridiculed the 
a remark Sam Jones once made when, very solemnly, as vir-gin ibirth of the Lord, His sinless life, the existence of 

, he was- speaking to a la'rge congregation, he said to the hell and the inspiration of ,Scripture. THE ,GOSPEL WIT­
women present that it was a very dangerous thing to be NESS alone among religious puiblications protested. this 
beautiful. Everyone felt as though there were a funeral appearance of. such -a sceptic and challenged the Canadian 
on! He solemnly warned- them against the dangers of it. Council of Churches to deny ,th'at it had ,been responsible 
and then he said, "But do not !be alarmed, you are all 'for sponsoring one who denied precious tr-uths of the 
'safe; you have Dothing to fear"! -. Bi.ble. 

'Most people have a long way to 'go !before they are in We are still waiting for a denial of the truthfulness of 
danger of being caned exfremists. 'But that is the prob- anything we said 'in this regard. .The 'Council stands con­
lem with a great many young people. I still have it. demned .by its shameful silence. 'One of the secretaries 
Scores of -people ask me, "Is there any harm in tMs?" deC'l'ared that the Canadian iCouncil of Chu·rches had "ab­
'Or, -"Now, 'Pastor, just 'how far do you think we need, solutely no comment to make". 
'to ,go? Do you' not thin'k if we ,go only a little way, as long~ We have tried to understand why such an attitude has 
as we get a little ibit away from the d~nger line .- do you heen taken and have come to the conclusion that the 
nottJhink that will he all ri'ght?" There is a tendency-to. CanadianlCouncil of Churches !beHeves that, 'if no com­
compromise with evil, instead of ,beIng free .of it alto- ment is mad'e ,about thi; matter, the whole 'issue will die 
gether! There is a Hfe against which there is no law, a natural d'eath. 'WE HERiEIBY SERVE NOTICE THAT 
and we are to seek that larger freedom where we shall ,SUCH SHALL NOT BE THE CASE! We fully intend 
have full Iiiberty to do the will of God. ' to further puihlicize this matter from Newfoundland to 

Pharaoh had a 'stH! further- compromise- to suggest-. Britis'h 'Colu,m!bia in order' that Christians may leatn the 
He said, '''If you must go, and if you ml}.st 'go right out real attitude of this ;Council towa-rd the Gospel. 
of the land, and' if you insist on taking your religion into Already thousands of copies of the pamphlet: "The 
your business, leave your flocks and your herds here any. Canadian Council of 'Churches-Whither Bound ?," have' 
how. Do not take the money away ,from the 'country." 'been circulated across this country. Christians who he­
There are many people who would be quite willing for long to member denominations of the Canadian Council 
you to l.eavethe old Convention'as long as you leave your of Churches have heen aroused and 'have written to en­
flocks and your herds 'behind! They have no ohjection courage us· and, to see'k further information. We do know 
whatever to your withd~awal, as 'long as you do-not affect however that there are 'hundreds of thousands who need 
the Treasurer's 'report! But this idea of being religious this pamphlet 'and who have not yet heard of it: We 
seven days a week, of 'preaching Christ on Monday 'as well therefore pledge ourselves to reach these persons with 
as on-,Sunday, and of carrying the principles of the Chris- this information. Let all our readers join with us in 
tian religion into our eve,ryday ,business so that even the prayer that the Lord will use this means' to awa,ken His 
flocks and herds have- something to do with our sacrific- people to the perils of modernism! ' 
ing to the r.:or-d, that is altogether o'bnoxious to some 'The following letter appea,red in the Letters to the 
people. I heard' a man say once that the first creature Editor column of The Pre8byterian Record' of October: 
that really knew 'he was saved was 'his cat, !because when 
he was accustomed to coming b,ome dru'nk he was in thE! 
habit of kickin'g that POOl' creature around; and when 
hecaome home s'Ober and kind.ly disposed 'toward everyone, 
he said, "Even my cat knew I had ~een changed.'" 

'The principle upon which Moses insisted all the way 
through was that laid down in the verses which I read 
to you to-night. He said, "We will go, -and not even a 
hoof shall be left behind. There shall be complete sepa­
ration ;between us and Pharaoh, and we wi'll 'go out into 
the wilderness where we are answerable to God. and 
where we -can obey the direction of His Spirit. Only as 
we thus keep ourselves free from all entangling alliances, 
and 'shut ourselves up to the will of 'God, can we really 
be used in His service." , 

'Our further step is too large a su'b5ect for me to embark 
upon this evening, 'but you re!ld the book of Exodus and 
see how a nation is ,brought into A!:ocrty through the 
Ji.berating power of the blood and the outstretched arm 
of God. Only thus, by passing under the hlood and 
through the sea, by being born 1'" orin. by the power of 
God's Spirit into a new life, can we enjoy that liberty 
which ibelongs to the' children of God. May He set us free 
every one! 

Dear Editor: 
It is disappointing to find that our representatives on -the 

Canadian Council of Churches have failed to come up with a­
r,ejoinder to tke article which appeared in the Toronto "Globe 
and Mail" on July 16, expressing an apparently well-founded 
criticism' of the address given by Dr. Nels Ferre at the meet­
ing of the Council of Churches last spring. ' 

I think the Committee owed it to our Church to publicly 
dissociate itself from such ridieule of a doctrine "most !llll'ely 
believed among us" the doctrine of the Virgin Birth'. 

There are many like myself in our Chureh who have little 
enthusiasm" for t'his Couneil of Churches or the World Council 
of Churches. Many look upon these monuments as a modem 
edition of the tower of Babel. The incident reminds one of a. 
story told last fall at our Synod by Dr. Joseph McLelland of 
a saying eurrent in Scotland when he was studying at New 
College, Edinburgh, a few years ago: "Germany creates 
theology; Scotland corrects theology; America "corrupts" 
theology." -

Our pulpits 8iJld the pulpits of those with wh'om we seek to 
eo-operate in the spread of the Gospel should not be open to 
men who repudiate and ridicule doctrines to whieh our minis­
ters subscribe before being admitted to the ministry. 
Toronto, Onto GEORGE BEARE 

"It is not defeat and wretchedness which come out of 
the stores. of adversity, 'but strength and calmness 'and 
joy."-GILCHRIST .. 
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LESSONS FROM THE RE~ORMATION 
THE hammer is the commonest of all tools. .over four 

hundre\i years 8igo, howe~er, the sound of the blows 
of a smaH hammer in an insi,gnificant German town was' 
the s'igna}. for tlhe commencement of a mighty. spiritual 

\ ·movement. The Roman Catholic Church which seemed 
to be invincible, rich and increased with ·goods, little knew 
that the :blows of that hammer signalled. a stunning d.e­
feat to papal Rome - a defeat from which she has not 
recovered to this very day. . 

!The ,day was .october 31, 15'17; the time was the eve­
ning; and, the central' persona,·ge in tMs drama was ·a 
relatively unknown Augustinian monk by the name of 
Dr. Martin Luther .. In his later years Luther declared 
that at the time of which we speak he nev.er realized the 
far-reaching implications of this seemingly provincial 
affair. He was merely acting as a faithful ,pastor when 
he ,nailed to the door of the Wi,tten!burg church- his ninety­
five th·eses. A Dominican fri'ar' by the name of Tetzel 
was selling i.ndulgencesand tel'ling men that they co'uld 
buy the forgiv.eness of thei·r own sins and secure the 
release of' tormented souls in ,pu.rgatory if they 'would 
only 'give money toward the erection of mll'gn~ficent St. 
Peter's ICathed-ral in Rome. 'T'he clang of a coin in the 
'money-box' 'Wa~ the infallible guarantee that the souls of 
loved ones would be loosed from'the indescri,bable torment 
of this fictitious abode. This· religious im:poster was 
carrying on a brisk trade in souls near Luther's parish 
and so the future Reformer felt that he must challenge 
the practice. With thIs:in mind, he drew up in writing 
nin.ety-five propositions 'which he declared he would dis­
cuss with any and· all. • They were not Intended: to 'be 
dogmatic declarations ,but were ra·ther statements which 
could :be the basis of discussion. . 

As soon as these. -theses appeared on the church door 
they created: a 'great ,stir not only in 'the small univers-it~ 
town Ibut throughout Germany and eventually throughout 
Europe and the rest of the world. .other devout souls -in . 
clerical circles, s'tudents and muIUtudes,·o-f the common 
people felt that the plain statements' of the monk were 
true and that at last a ~ha:mpion was raised up to -con· 
front ~ome and to reform the abuses which wer'e so 
obvious. 

'Luther himself was amazed at the vigorous response 
for ~e had no intention or desire to lead a reform move­
ment. He had not. delibera:tely ·set out to engineer a 
:breatk in -the organized Chu'rch of 'his time for he con­
sidered himself a devO'ut 'son of the IChurch and a defender 
of the 'papacy. To his amazement no one successfully 
challenged the contents of -his ninety-five theses. Even 
the mos't renowned; ehampioIis of Rome 'Could merely cite 
the declarations of former popes and· a,rrO'gantly demand 
"Recant! Recant!" Luther's arguments from 'Scripture 
overwhelmed .them and won many of the studious to the 
truth of the Gospel. . 

From 't,his act of Luther's we can learn some valuable 
lessons.·l{istory, especi,ally the history of great- Chris­
tian leaders 'and movementts, should be our teacher; it 
does not replace Scripture nor does it nearly equ'al the 
W'ord but i,t does serVe to confirm ,great !principles of the 
Bible ,and, enable us to see ,these principles worked out 
in the confines of time. In -the nextl; few issues of THE 

GOSPEL WITNESS we shallsee'k to learn some of these 
lessons from the 'Reformation and' especially from the life 
of Martin Luther. 

'In this act of Luther (i.e. the nailing of the niilety-five 
thes'es on the church door), there is much instruction. 
That a Reformation was needed in that time few will 
dare to 'deny. Who will be the human instrument ·by 
which reform ·is effected? Anyone 'living then might 
hazard a number of 'guesses - 'Perhaps some reforming 
Pope ·might be elected. Maylbe a Church Collncil, would 
.prells for reform. Could it be that the brilliant, witty 
se'holar, Erasmus, would !be used?, The 'hea'a of the Em­
pire, Maxmilian might be the ves'sel. In short, the mor­
tal ,mind, would automatically -think of those in positions 
.of power ~nd presti'ge a's the logi~al instruments by which 
reform would' come. Very few had ever even heard of 
tMs O'bscu·re ll!onlk in a relatively new university. In the 
divine choice of 'Marlin Luther we see fulfilled the Scrip­
ture - "The foolishness of God is wiser than men; and 
the wea'kness of God is stronger than men., For ye see 
your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after 
the flesh, not ma,ny mighty, not many noble are called: . 
!but 'God hath cltosen the' foolisoh things of- the world to 
confound the wise: and' 'God hath chosen the weak things 
of the world to confound th'e things which are mightv' 
and ,base things' 'of the world, and "things which are de: 
spised. hath God c'hosen, yea, and things which are not, 
to bring to noU'ght things which are: that no flesh should 
,glory in his_presence." (1 Cor. 1 :25-29j. 

Ho~,· contemptuously the 'pdests, ca,rd'inals and the 
Pope treated Luther's protest! The 'Pope regarded the 
whole matter as a squa'lYble :between mon·kil. They were 
persuaded that ali 'ltn'known monk could not overthrow or 
seriously threaten an entrenched institution such as the 
Ghurch. How,ri,ght they were! No mere man in 'his own 
power could dent this edifice but 'God, had determined that 
the 'hour had come in which He wou'ld demonstrate Hi-s 
power 'in using a man whom the world despised. Truly 
we need' to remind ourselves again and again that the 
Lord can ~se frail vesseIs in mighty exploits if they rely 
upon Him., "The weapons of our warfare are not carnal 

, 1" :but they are mi'ghty!" 
This incident i,rnpresses u!pon us th'e fact that the Lord 

can .use a man in 'great enterprises only 'if he is faithful 
in the common. duties. The act of placing the theses was 
intended for the 'protection of- his own congregation from . 
the wiles of the reHgious thieves. In' the mind of 'God 
th~is smaH act of obedience was the means' of preparing 
HIS servant for one of the 'great wor·ks in the world-'s 
history. David could slay 'Goliath because he had :been 
faithful in ·the ,desert as he tended, 'his father's flocks. 
How often 'We may d,ream of 'great exploits and overlook 
immediate and pressing tasks. Only as we O'bey in the 
smalIe!' . sphere shall we be led into and' equipped for 
larger fields. Dike Paul we ·would do well to enquire 
diligently - "Lord what wilt thou have me to do?" 
Luther never d,reamed that his fai-tMulnes·s in such a 
trivial matter 'would· lead, to his beIng called out to 
deliver to spiritual Babylon the most da,ma,ging ,blow 
she ever received. i Nor ean we ever dream - what the 
Lord: has in store for us if we simply take Him at His 
Word aI.1d dai'ly se~k to do Hi-s will . 

. II 
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By Dr. C. D. Cole . 
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THE HEROES OF FAITH 
Abraham to' Moses 

,Hebrews 11 :8-29 

WE ARE, still occupied with the 'heroes of faith and 
their accomplish'ments. . The Christian religion 

which ~i'ght be tel"med the re}igion of·faith. Faitli is the 
oile word, that distinguishe's :the true religion from aU 
false 'religions. . This is not saying that the Christian 
religion does not have a place fo,r good, WOMS and does 
not inculcate moral living. But Igood deeds mustoe based 
upon faith in 'God. A woIlk may Ibe 'good in itself but it 

. is not ,good in the eyes of 'God if it is not rightly related 
to Him.-""2\: good! wor'k is a 'Wo1'ik done to pleas'e God and 
"without faith it 'is. imposs'ilble" to please him." A 'good 
work can on'ly Ibe 'done Iby a born a:gain person for :they 
that are in the flesh cannot please God and "everyone 
that doeth 'ri'ghteou'sness, is born 'of him." 'Saving faith 
is the result o'f a bi,rth from a1bove for "Whosoever be­
lieveth that Jesus is the Chris:t is Iborn of GoM' Faith 
is the fruit, of grace and the root and stre.ngth of every 
~ood work. But as we have said before it is not the pur­
pose of the writer of 'the Helbrew epistle to 'show how 
faith ori'ginates. He is concerned a,bout ·vhe accomplish­
,ments, the manifestations of faith. The eleventh cha'pter 
of He'brews tells a1bout faith in ·its manifestation, its de­
termination and its triumph over difficulties. Faith is 
the most powerful thing in a human life not that there is 
any 'Power in fa:i:th-of itself Ibut !because it lays hold upon 
the A'limi'gMy God. In this eleventh chQ'Pter the apostle 
does not attempt a biogra'Phy of anyone of the men of 
faith. He maikes no attempt to tell all that any man of 
faith accomplished. He selects particular deeds to serve 
,the pur-pose of his epistle which is to illustrate the nature 
of faith as con'fidence of things 'hoped for and as convic­
tion . of things whi'ch a,re not apparent to -the .physical 
senses. He wants to show the enduring element of faith. 
Faith is not like J onah',s 'gourd which came up in a night 
and ·perished 'in 'a night. And the examples of faith that 
we are' to ,have 'before us tonight are 'Particularly inter- . 
esting in showin·g faith in its ibeginn;ing, its 'Progress and 
its· consummation. 

In Romans four tw~ve Paul speaks of those who wal'k 
in the steps df Abra'ham's fa:itih. Faith is born walking 
thoU'g:h it may not Ibe able to talke hut one step a:t a time. 
A!braham and Isaac and J acolb who are to he before us 

, tonIght never 'found in thi.s life or on this earth ·th'e goal 
of 'their ~ai:tih ibut they died, in faith that they would ulti-

sa:: 

mately o'btain what IGod had, promised and for whl1!h they 
had hoped. . . 

II. 
Abraham (verses 8-19) . 

"By faith ·A!bra:ham, when he was called to go out· into 
a place which he 'should 'after receive for an inheritance, 
obeyed; and ,he went out, not Iknowing whither he 'Went." 

.Albraham is Iknown as the ,father of the fai:tlifu'l. Fleshly 
.relationship to Albraham is no guarantee of salvation or 
of an heavenly 'inheritance. When the unhelieving Jews 
claimed .Albrah·am a's their father our Lord ,said to them 
"If ye were .Albraham's' children, ye would do the works of 
J..braham. ,But now ye 'seek to kill me, a man that hath 
told you the truth, which '0} have heard of God: this did 
not ,Albraham." And- in IGalatians three seven 'Paul says 
that believers in Christ, Jew or Gentile,are the .children 
of .A!braham. "So ,Albraham is set forlth 'in the scriptures 
as the ,pattern man of faith. He set the pace in living /by 
faith. A!brwha,m's faith stood more·severe tr'ia\s than the 
faith of any other man, "save the :God-Man the Lord Jesus 
Christ .. This does not mean =that Albraham's faith was 
perfect. For Uke all other ,men of faith his faith went 
into eclipse occasionaUy. Faith may become wea,k but 
faith never expires. Faith a:lways stages a comeback for 
we "are kept by the pOwer of God throu'gh faith unto 
salva:tion ready:to be revealed in tHe ·last iime." ,~ 

The Call of Abraham .... 
T·he writer sel~ts three incidents or stages in the life 

of Albraham to illu'strate the workings of faith. He ii.rst 
mentions the caU. of Abraham to leave 'his country and 
hi~ faltJher's house, and 'his ,father's 'gods, for a land that 
wIll be s'hown to hilm. It was a call to separation: This 
call of Abraham was a ,miraculous call. 'Abraham's faith 
was not self originated. ilt was ,the result of a divine call. 
Albraham was an idolater, among i:dolaters, and this call 
made a new ·man of Mm and separated -him ,from his 
heathen relatives and hea:then nei'ghbours. In Acts four­
teen sixteen we are told that 'God "in times !past suffered 
all m~tions to walk in their own ways." At the time of 
the call of Albraham the ~«!rld had 'gone astray a's before 
the flood. In Joshua twenty-four,th cha'Pter and verses 
two and three we read, "And Joshua said unto all vhe 
people, T,hus .saith the LORD God of Israel, Your 'fathers 
dwelt on the. other side of the fl:ood, in old time, even 
Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nachor: 
a,nd. they served other gods. And I too'k your father 
Abraham from the other side of, the flood, and led ihim 
,throughout all the land of Canaan, and mu:ltiplied his 
seed, and 'gave him Isaac." Notice that Joshua says that 
'God is saying-I toO'k your father Abraham from beyond 
the river. 'T·hen in Isaiah fifty-first chapter and the first 
three verses: "'Hearken to :me, ye that follow alfter ri'ght­
eousnes's, ye that seek the LORD: look unto :the rock 
whence ye are hewn, li!-nd to the hole of the pit when~e 
ye are digged. Look unto Abraham your father, and unto 
S~rah ,th~t bare you: for I Galled him alone, and b'lessed 
hIm, and Increased him." 'Now the point the 'writer wiS'hes' 
to Imake in the case of .Albraham's call is that Abraham 
'by faith performed a most difficu:lt taslk:. By faith he 
s~vered all connections with 'kindred and. with old: associa- . 
,tIons. He left welllknown scenes to 'go to a place he had 
never seen. 'God gave him no description of the country 
to 'Which He called' him. 'Dhere was no reason ,for Abra­
ham to start for 'S'Uch a place except iby faith in God's 
word. And ,by faith--:Aibraham, when he was called to 'go 
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out into a country that would- ·be shown to him; Ot'beyed. 
Abraham did not 'know when, nor where, the promise 
-would' 'be .fulfilled. But he had faith. He 'had the . inward 
assurance that the promise wouId be ful'fHled. By faith 
"he went out, not knowing whi'bher he went." Faith as'ked 
no questions. Faith simply ,obeyed. 

The Sojourn of Abraham 

"·By fai'th he sojourned in the land of'promise, as in a 
strange c'ountry, dwelling in talbernades' with Isaac and 
J aco'b, the heirs with hilm of the 'same pr~ise." 

. When· Abraham reached' ICanaan he found the country 
already occupied for the ICanaanite was then in the land. 
Stephen tells us that God ",gave him none .inheritance' in 
"it, no, not so much as to set his foot on: yet he p.romised 
that 'he would ·give it to him for a possession, and to his 
seed after him, when as yet he thad·no c'hild." . Walking ·hy 
faith Abra:ham loo'ked beyond the earthly Canaan to a 
heavenly-country and to "a city which hath foundations, 
Whose builder and maker is God." There is no indication 
that A'braham was dis8iPpointed- in not finding the'realiza­
tion of his hope in earthly Canaan. Abratham and the 
heirs with him of the same promise were looking for a 
heavWlly eountry. They ,were not interested' in any. earthly 
inheritance. After discovering that Canaan was not the 
inheritance ,promised' they could have gone ibac'k to Meso­
pot8iIDia but they des·ired a better country. They were not 
interested in swapping, one earthly country for another 
for they had: their eyes on a heavenly inheritance. A'bra­
ham never owned a foot of CaIman except a burial lot 
and 'he paid for that. Abraham did not consider ICanaan 
as the fulfilment of 'God's promise. And why should Albra­
ham's natural descendents, the Jews? Why should' they 
expect to have it for a national home? Abraham did not 
regard it '1!!3 ·his .possession. He 'Was a stranger and a 
pHg.rim in Canaan. This per.petual s'quabble !between Jews 
and Arabs over the land of Philistine on the .ground of 

. ·f1eS'hly relations'hip to Abratham is entirely outside of any 
scriptural 'ground.. If Abraham -never owned 'Canaan how 
could he will it to his descendents?· The eal"thly ICanaan 
only foreshadowed the heavenly city which Abrah8iID and 
his spiritual seeds'haU inherit forever .. The New Coven­
ant, the Covenant ratified in the blood of Christ, the only 
Covenant that is now, or ever will be in effect, promises 
nothing but aheaV'enly inheri~ance. pnder 'the New 
Covenant the s·piritua:l descendents of Atbraham are ~"iI­
grims desiring a !better country. 

''''Wherefore 'God is not as'hamed to ibe called their ·God.: 
for he hath prepared 'for them a city." 

'rohe meaning of this' verse depends on whether we fol­
low the authorized version or the revised version. If we 
·foHow the authorized version, the city 'God' 'hath prepared 
for His people is 'given as the ·reason why He is not 
as'hamed to ;be cal'led their God., The city that 'God ha:i:ih 
prepared for His people will .prove Him ·to be ·great and. 
glorious and good. That city that God hath prepared for 
His people wil'l!be worthy of Himself. That city will prove 
'God to ,be aH that He claims to be. Let me illustrate. A 
young man wjns a hride for himself and, in ·the ma.rriage 
ceremony he promises to protect and .provide 'for her. And' 
that young man is not as:hamed to !be called her husband 
when he ta'kes her into the ,beautiful mansion he 'has pro­
vided for' her. That home vindicates his claim to he a 
worthy husband. And· the ei.ty that God hath :prepared. 

for Hi~ people vindicates God and will ·prove Him to he a 
great and mighty and ,glorious' God. . .. 

Now if we follow the revised version it means that 
'God is not ashamed of· His people who are seeking this 
city, who desil'e this betfer country. And the proof that 
He is not ashamed of His people is the city He 'has 'P,re­
pared .for them. The city ~s the reward. for their faith 
and vindicates their faith. 

The Trial of Abraham 
"'By faith Albraham, when he was tried, offered up 

Isaac: and 'he that had' received the ·promises offered up 
his only ibegotten son, Of whom it was said, That in 
Isaac shall th-y seed, :be called." 

IThere is a temptation to -become senUmental right h!!re 
and talk albout ·how faith triumphs over natural affection .. 
We can think and tal'k about :the emotions in Abraham's 
heart when 'he left home early one -morning with Isaac 
to' take him to 'Moriah and offer hi-m in sacri·fice to God. 
We can think and talok rubout· how 'his heart must have 
·grieved when Isaac said, "Behold: the fire and the wood,·: 
but where is ·the iamlb for a burnt offering?" There is 
a' tradition to the effect that when A1braham told 'Sarah 
the object of 'his 'mission it" caused her death. Now that 
is only a tradition. But what the writer does here is. to 
use it to show how faith triumphed over carnal reason. 
.A!braham's faith harmonized two apparent contradictory 
statements that God ,had made. IShmael had ,been set 
aside. He is out of the pi<;.ture so fa'r as the inJ:1eritance 
is concerned. And Isaac is thou'ght of and spO'ken of as 
his only -begotten son. 'Isaac was the seed through whom 
Christ, the Messiah, should come. God- had said, "In Isaac 
shall thy seed he called." And now while Isaac is child­
less Abraham is told ,by 'God·· to offer hi-m up in sacrifice. 
Reason would have said to slay Isaac wiH des-troy' the 
promise of' the coming Messiah. If ilsaac is 'killed the 
promise win. ·fail. Reason would- ;have hesitated. and 
'argued with God. Reason would have called God's haIl:d 
and reminded.' Him of What He had'promised. But .A!bra-

. ham acted, ,by faith. He beHeved 'God would keep, His 
promi,se of a seed. through Isaac. He harmonized the 
command of 'God with a promise Of 'God- in eJq>ecting God 
to raise 'Isaac from the dead. "From whence also :he re­
ceived 'him in a -figure." 

:To a'll intents and purposes .A!braham sacrificed "Isaac 
and to him Isaac was dead and ;God's intervention was 
li'ke raising Isaac from ·the dead. It 'Was a figure or a 
para-bleof death and resu,rrection. And aU this was done 
!by faith in·90d. 

:When these Hebrews read this account .of the trial' of 
Albraham's fai.th, they must have ,felt that their trials 
were small in comparison. I have read somewhere that 
faith is at fir-st a blind instinct and· that sometimes faith 
is exercised when there is no ,revelation to go. by., But 
I do not for a moment endorse this view. "Faith com­
eth 'by hearing, and 'hearing iby the-word of God." There 
can ;be no fai;th uJ;lless 'God has spO'ken. Abra'ham had a 
revelation from tGod to the effect that the promised seed' 
should come th.rough Isaac. And he :believed this even' 
a·s he purposed to slay the one through whom the promise 
was to 'he fulfiUed. Abraham was not wal'king by blind 
instinct. He was walking in the' Ught of 'God's revelation. 
And Abraham was willing to trust God to ta:ke care of 
any seeming (!Ontradictions between His command and 
His promise. 

II' 
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ill. 
Isaac (verse 20) 

"/By fa:ith Isaac Jblessed JacOb and Esau ·concerning 
things to eOoIpe." lIn giving .this hlessing Isaac is fore­
tel'ling the future of JacOob and Esau and for this story 
we are taken Iback to 'Genesis twenty-seven. God had 
given a revelation· making Iknown the destinies of J acO'b 
and Esau. 'The revelation was made to Rebekah hefol'e 
they 'Were bOorn in which it was said that the elder brother. 
should serve the younger. In this 'Prediction it was not 
J acoh and Esau so much as individuals as in their 
posterity that was in view. Because individually Esau 
never served Jacob. It was the foreteHing of ·the destiny 
of future .peoples who came ou·t of the loins of Jaeolb and 
Esau. Isaae must have known this ,but he wanted Esau 
to have the Iblessing. Isaac was' self indulgent. He pam­
pered the ,flesh. He loved' Esau Ibecause Esau ministered 
to his ,fleS'hly appetite. Esa'll was his favourite 'because 
he ate of his veni·son. And now that Isaac is nearing -the 
end of his: earthly piltgrimage he sends Esau into the 
field to ·get venison that he might eat and hless him be­
fOore he dies. But Rebekah had keen ears and -listening 
to the plan o.f ~saac and E'sau she 'goes into action and 
by her scheme she secures the blessing for Ja'Cob instead 
of Esau. As we read this account in Genesis twenty­
seven we find it rat'her difficult to discover any faith in 
,any' of the parties involved. We see selfishness and a­
pampered 'flesh in Isaac. We see Rebekah scheming and 
following the policy that the end justifies the means. 
And we see in Jaco:b lying, cheating and deception. We 
a.lso see divine soverei'gnty working effectually through 
the f.railt~es and imperfections and sins of all the parties 
c~ncerned in. :Ute matter. And, the author of our epistle 
dI·scovers faIth on the part of Isaac. . -When 'Isaac had 
discovered that he had blessed J acO'b instead of Esau he 
trembled very exceedingly. He was greatly agitated when 
h~ realized what he had meant to do in 'opposition ·to the 
wIll of God. He 'realized that he had Ibeen out of harmony 
~ith_ IGod's revealed: will and that divine providence had 
mtervened to thwart his plan. And instead of showing 
anger at JacOib for what he had done, Isaac said to Esau 
concerning Jacob, "I have bles·sed him: yea, and he shall 
be ihlessed." So Isaac suddenly and sweetly hows in sU1b­
mission to the will of God and 'by faith confir.ms the 
blessing that he hoad 'bestowed in ignorance. Later on the 
writer of our epistle wil'l tell us how Esau sought the 
'hlessin~, sought it 'with tears but could, find no place for 
a change of" mind on the part of his father Isaac. 

. TIl. 
Jacob (verse 21) 

"By 'faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both 
the ~ons of Joseph; and worshipped, leaning upon the top 
of hIS staff." , . 

_ 'We are fU'rnished three examples in successive verses 
of the actings of faith in the final crisis and conflict of I 

life. What is mOore ·beautiful- in the end of life than the 
wor-king of faith? And the writer of our epistle tells us 
that these all died in faith. David in Psalm thirty-seven 
and verse. thirtY-'seven, says, "M:al"k the perfect man and 
,behold the upri.ght: for thel end of that 'man is pe~ce." 
~purgeon.co~menting Qn. this verse says, "With believers 
It may ram 10 the mornmg, and thunder at midday and 
,pour torrents in the afternoon, hut it must clear up ere 
the sun ·goes down." "The end of that man is peace." 
That is what faith ihrings us to in the end of our earthly 

pHgrilDlage. 'That was a magnificent sermon ~f ·Dr. Shields 
on Jacob, and all he said a'bout him as a selfish man was 
true and to the ·point. But Jacob' was also se"lfish in a 
good sense, in another di·rection. He put great value on 
the ibirth·right which Iprofane ES'au despised. I think the 
commentators are wrong when they take the position that 
the birthri'ght 'Concerned .itself about nothing Ibut earthly 
possessions. Certainly· they were involved in it on the 
human level. 'But Ibeing an heir with kbraham meant 
far more than any earthly possession. And ·there is hardly 
any evidenee that Jacoh received any of the property of 
his fat.her Isaac. J acO'b dearly prized his interest in the 
everlasting covenant of ·grace. He coveted. the spiritual 
blessings under the covenant of grace. And in this regard 
all of us !Day be SlCripturaIly covetous. We ought to covet, 
we 'ought to seerk spiritual 'bles·sings. Weare commanded 
to do ·so, commanded .to ... set our affection. upon things 
a'bove, commanded to seek the fatherland, a better coun­
try, -which -hath ,foundations, whose ibuilder and ·.maker is 
God. We need more of that sort 'of covetousness among 
God's 'people. O-h, yes, Jacab was naturally s;hrewd and 
cunning but he was also keen in spiritual discern~ent. 
Woe to the man who tried to :get ,rieh· trad.ing with Jaco'b! 
Jacob, the swpplanter, but he was also ,Israel the prince 
who had power with God and with men. Dr. B. H. 'Carroll 
was a .southern so"ldier iIi" the ICivil War and a .Sou·thern 
Baptist preacher and scholar. He said Jacob was a .proto­
type of all the Yankees and'modern Jews in driving ·hard· 
bargains. 'Think of Jaco'b .that night on the 'banks of the 
Jahbok at ··Peniel. The angel of the covenant, even the 
Lord Jesus·.IChrist, wrestled' with Jacoih. and crippled him 
so he could do nothing but hold on. And' the angel said 
"L ' et me 'go, for the "day brea!keth." And Jacob's faith 
grasped at a hint. Jacab"s faith was keen. He said, "Let 
me go? Can I keep him ·from going?" And so J acO'b said 
"I will not let thee 'go, except thou 'bless me." Jacob wa~ 
thinking a!bout spiritual 'blessings. He was thinking a·bout 
that inheritance of -which he' was an heir along with 
A'braham and Isaac. And' the angel said, "What is your 
name?" And Jacolb replied', "Jacob, the croO'kedsup­
planter." Then the angel said, "I'll 'Change your name 
from Jacob to ls·rael, prince of 'God." Yes! there was 
revival that ni·ght in Jacob's soul. 'The last thing recorded 
about Jacob was an act of fai·th in his dying moments. 
He worshipped God, leaning u·pon the top of his staff. 

"By faith JacO'b, :blessed both the"sons of Joseph." 
Jacob had adopted the sons of Joseph as his own sons 

and had 'given them 'his name. When Joseph 'brought 
Ephraim and Manasseh to his father for the iblessing, 
he had M:anasseh the firs·tborn on his 'left hand towards 
Jacob's .right hand and Ephl'aim on his ri'ght !hand. to­
wards Israel's le~,t _hand. 'But in laying his hands upon 
them, Jaco'b crossed his ·hands and put his right hand' 
upon the head of Ephraim and he did. it .by faith. 'The 
record tells us that he wittingly ·guided his hands, 'know­
ingly guIded them. He couldn't see ibut faith ena:bled 
him to ·'bestow the iblessing where God 'had intended. This 
displeased Joseph and he took his father's right hand to 
,put it· upon the head of Manasseh and reminded his fatIler 
that he had made a mistake. But Jacob refused to have 
his hand placed upOon. Manasseh.,'s head and said to Joseph 
-"I know it. "I know it." - as if to say, "I ;know what 
I am doing." , 

/IV. 
Joseph (verse 22) 

"By faith Joseph, when he died, made' mention of the 
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departing of the child-ren of J.~rael; and gave command­
_ ment concerning his bones." 

Joseph believed -the divine revelation that Israel would 
'be redeemed from E'gY'Ptian bondage and biken bac~ to 
the land of Canann. 1'0 see the Jorce and ,beauty of 
Joseph's faith we must remember' that it had"been some 
two hundred years since God- . revealed· to Abraham that 
'his seed would sojourn in a strange land and be evilly 
treated four hundred- years and then ~ome out with great 
substance. At·the time o;f Joseph's death only a part of 
this promise 'had :been ·fulfiHed. Israel were in Egypt 
but ·they were not enduring afflictions for' at this time 
tliey were in 'great favour with the E'gyptians. And 
Joseph, one of them, had 'reached the. hi,ghest position 
next to Pharaoh. And ;there was little prospect that 
iI·srae'l would ever wish to leave the land of Egy'pt. But 
Joseph walking \by 'faith believed the .revelation God had. 
'given to Albraha·m would be fulfiIled. In ,his dying mo­
ments he gave orders that his bones be ta!ken 'back to 

. Canaan when ·they left EgYiPt. 

V. 
Moses (verse 23-28) 

The writer of our epistle now leaves 'Genesis and goes 
to Exodus and dwells at ·leng"th 'on ·Moses. His readers 
held' ·Moses ,in high esteem and· they·. were tbtinking of 
forsaking 'Ch-ristianity and Chtist for Moses and Judaism. 
And so the writer holds up before them Moses, as one of 
the 'g.reatest examples of faith in Je~us 'Christ. If they 
'Will follow the 'faith of Moses they will cling to Jesus 
Christ as Moses' did and thus' keep Iboth Moses and 

"Christ. And in· leaving IChrist they would lose ,both 
Moses and IChrist. Moses is first seen as a child of faith. 
Amram and J ochebed certainly knew of the divine prom­
ise to deliver Israel from E·gypt. W'hen Moses was born 
they saw something about that baby that inspired their 
hopes of de'live'rance and they must have beli.eved their 
baby was the promised deliverer. And 'gecause of their 
faith 'in 'God'·s promise and God's power they were not 
afraid of the king's commandment and. hid: Moses three 
months. Theh it seems their faith went into an ecIi-pse. 
I do not believe they were acting by faith when th~y 
eX'posed 'Moses to the dangers of the river. But the 
wdter says nothing about that part of what the parents 
did. Ther.e is no intimation that they acted by faith in 
'putting Moses into the river. Their faith may have 
failed Jor a moment !but 'God's purpose did not and it was 
miraculously 'Carried out and ,Moses was saved and 
brought up at the eXipense of the very king who had de­
creed ibis destructron. 

The Choice of Moses 

the sufferings of Christ and to the .glory that should' fol­
low. Moses Uke Abraham saw Christ's day and was glad, 
'Moses believed! God;s promise of a coming redeemer. And· 
how Moses came to choose as he did is expla:ined. "For he 
had .respect unto the recompense of the reward." 'Moses 

-'kept lookiIllg away to the 'future pay-day when God's 
prQmise would be fulfilled,. Moses kept his eyes on 
things not seen. He too desired that 'better country and 
the city which hath foundations. 

The Courage of Moses' 
. ",By faith he ,forsook Egylpt, not fearing the wrath of 

the king." 'Moses was walking by faith: When the time 
came for Israel to 'be delivered he defied 'Pharaoh and 
led the people out. The secr~t of Moses' faith in d~fying 
'Pharaoh the king is that· '''he endured, as seeing him 
who· is invisible." God 'is invisible to the .physical 'senses 
and that is ·sufficient reasQn that it is both useles's,and 
sinful to try to ·make any material obje'Ct to represent 
·God.. 'God ·is invisible to the ,physical organ 'of s:ight but IHe 
is visible to the eyes of faith and Moses endured, as see­
ing him who is invisIble. He saw God in. His ·personal 
perf~Uons. He saw God .in His omnipresence, and 
power, and .faithfulness. And that's the only way God can 

·!be 'seen save in the Lord" Jesus Ch.rist who is the ima'ge 
o'f the invisihle 'God. Pastor Onclcen of Germany was 
once ordered ;by the burgomaster of Ha'm!burg to cease 
hi·s: 'preaching. 'The official held up his ·hand and. said 

. to the :Baptist preacher, "As long as I 'Can nft that little 
finger, I'll ,put yoil down and stop your preaching." And 
the humble Baptist'Preacher in the s'trength and_courage 
of God replied, "'I see a hand that you cannot ·see. And 
as long as His hand is nfted you shall not 'be able to 'Put 
me. down." '·'He endured, as seeing him who is invisible." 
May we do Ukewfse! . / 

"0 for 'a faith that wi'll not ·shrink, 
Thougill,pressed iby many a foe, 

That w'Hi not 1n"emible on the brink 
Of poverty or woe." 

The Doctrines of Grace . 
They're here! Yes the first shipment of The Doct1'ines 
of Gmce has arrived. All who have seen the ,book have 

Faith is seen again when Moses reached-,manhood and 
,refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter. Moses' 
choice was made by faith. .on one hand there was 'a high 
position and worldly' honour in living at the royal court ' 
along with all that heart could wish of earthly rich,es and 
sensual pleasures. And on the other hand there was a 
su·ffering people, and the reproa-ch of 'Christ and a distant 
rewa·rd. What an unselfish !but wise choice from the 
standpoint of ·the present was the ch:oice of Moses when 
he chose to cast 'his lot with his suffering people rather 
than to en'joy the pleasures of sin for a season. The 
treasures of Egypt. were 'great ibut Moses by faith 
est.eemed the reproach of Christ of greater .riches than 
the treasures in Egy,pt. Moses was looking forw~rd to 

. commented on the fine appearance of the volume. Many 
have expressed their amazement. at the 'low cost of $2.50 
for this 208 page book. Bound in a rich maroon faJbri­
cord cloth ~ith gold stamping, this volume is the first 
in the D'r. ·T. T. IShields' Memorial ·Li'hrary. We fuBy ex­
pect that thous'ands of copies will be sold before 
Christmas time. Order your copy now. , ' 

Four Cents a Day! 
Bci sure to read about the Dollar-a-Month Club in 
the article on page 11. We feltrth·a.t many of our 
readers would want a part in this great work. The 
cost of one four cent stamp per day ·cim be the means 
of untold blessing. M'ay we hear ii'om you? .We 
shall look forward to the retum. of many of the 
pledge forms during the ni'!xt week. 

"Ther~ is most help where there is most danger." 
----1ST. AMBROSE 
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25 CENTS PER WEEK 

A VIGOROUS -OFFENSIVE· 
FROM one end of. this land to the othe.r there. is ·a cry­

ing' need. for gospel-preaching churches that will 
carryon a vigorous program 'of evangelism ~nd teaching., 
This need Ibecomes increasingly aopparent when one recalls 
that the ,major denominations h'ave embraced the ·pseudo­
gospel of modernism' and have Ibecome more interested 'in 
social and ,poHtical questions than in. the 'salvation of 
never-dying souls. 

Re-Evangelization of Canada 
How shalllCanada be' re-evan'geIized? The New Testa­

'mentpattern emphasizes the need to commence with the 
lal"ge centres of population. As strong New· Testament 
'churches are estrubIished in these, they will in turn reach 
out to the surrounding areas. We envisage the day when· 
there will be a vi'gorous evangelical Baptist church in . 
every major city of this 'land; in addition, these churches· 
wi'li evangelize the su·rrounding towns and villaoges so that 
the country will 'become dotted with :gospel lighthouses. 

The Men for the Task 
The Lord has 'graciously provided a !place where men 

may train for the gospel ministry. Toronto Baptist .sem­
inary 'has sent out scores of labou,rers who have proceeded 
to va'rious centres and there !been used to erect New 
TestSlment churches. 'In recent years men of the Lord's' 
QWD choosing have been sent -to us and we feel confident 
that they wil'l be used in a mi'ghty way. 

How to Finance 
.As. these. young 'men proceed, to the s'pheres of work, 

they are confronted' with many problems. The cost of 
land in the I'arge urban centres is excessively ~igh. The 
cost of building is nearly prohibitive. Consequently they 
must s'truggle along 'holdin,g meetings in rented halls, 
homes, tents or any place availruble. E:lCperience has s·hown 
that any work progresses more rapidly if the church has 
a 'bu'ilding of fts own. But how are such ,pianeer works 
to 'bear the ibu,rden of financing ,the erection of a place 
of worship. . 

A Loan Fund 
The tprablem of 'financing this worik would ,be solved if 

a central loan fund, could be es:tablished. The churches 
could apply to .the .fund for loans which would, Ibe repaid 
and loaned again to other worthy causes. At present 
Jarvis -Street Baptist 'Church has a modest church edifice 

loan funlwhich has rendered valiant service :but is inade­
quate to meet our ,pressing needs. 

One Dollar P~r Month! 
At ,Sunday's services in Ja'rvis Street :the pastor an­

nounced t.hat a "Dollar-a-Month Club" had been formed. 
Members and, friends were asked: to agree to send one 
d'Ollar per month ,to be used ina church edifice fund. Over 
two hundred persons signed as' members and it is expected 
that many m9re win join. Let our readers ,picture what 
can be done! 

Our Goal - 1,000 Members 
If one thQusand people agree to pay one dollar per 

month (or 25 cents per week!) the fund willl'each twelve 
thousand dollars in one year - sixty thousand dollars in 
five years·! T'he money will ;be loaned. out but will in 
,time come Iback to the fund to, ibe loaned again. Each 
doUar will be the means of 'blessing to multitudes of souls 
and will 'be used Il'galn and a:gain to heLp erect· ,gospel 
testimonies. 

Pre~ing Needs of the Hour 
,At this 'moment ,the Association has some pressing 

ne~ds in lal'lger centres. 'In 'Don Mills,.a rapid1y growing 
section of 'Toronto, Mr. Raymond Reed has -gathered a 
Iband of people and: 'has the only gospel testimony in the 
ar"ea. The wor.k ·has reached, the stage when a .build.ing. 
is imperative. The fund could be used to :help Brother 
Reed and his· people erect a suita1ble place of -worship. 

T,hen in" King·ston, Brother Dempster has been used to 
establish ·a 'strong work; ,at ,present meetings are '!leld in 
the Orange Hall. A 'Sunday 'School of over 100 and a -full 
program during the week makes it necessary that a ,build­
ing !be erected there. Again the fund could he used to 
effect something for the Lord. 

Little Is Much When God Is In It 
Perhaps someone reads these lines and feels that he or 

she can do 'little to 'help in such a work. ,The "DoHar-a­
Month CI'ub" offers you an opportunity to use your smaH 
resources to the ,glory of God. Your dollar and the ,dollar 
of hundreds of friend,s can be the means of untold bless­
ing to thous'ands of souls. Eternity_ alone will reveal a'll 
that such a -fund can accomplish~ 

If you desire to have some 'Paz:t in this 'work, please fill 
in the following 'fonn and, mail to THE GOSPEL 'WITNESS 
130 Gerrard Street East, Toronto 2', Ontario. .' , 

........................................................................ , ..................................................................................................... . 
MY COVENANT DOLLA'R-A-MONTH CLUB 

Desiring to. have a vital part in the work of" the furtherance of the Gospel, 
I hereby pledge One Dollar per month, to ,be applied to the Church Extension 
Loan Fund of The Conservative Regular Baptist Association of Canada. This 
money will be loaned out to deserving causes to assist in the erection of suitable 
places.of worship .. (Matt. 28:19, ~O). 

Name 

Address " .. ', ... , ..... " .. ".,." .. ,', ... ".,., .. ,.,.,",.,.'".,.,., .. ,."." .. ,',.,", .. , .. ,"""', .. ,"""",."",. 
J , 

~ote: Please forward one dollar promptly the first of. each inonth. Such conside~atio~ will save extra office work. 
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A '.cpt1Joti~naI 'lu6~ ~lJ 

ltv.:iatittu 
CHAPTER EIGHTEEN 

CHRISTIAN PRELUDES'TO THE POURING OUT 
. OF THE LAST PLAGUES 

Revelation 15 
.,t IUTHOUGH the fifteenth chapter of the book of Reve~ 
ft lation is the shortest in the New Testament, the 
m0n:tentous importan,ce of its teachings and the fact that 
it forms a whole, suggest·that a separate chapter might 
be ~'evoted' to its study. 

"'And.I saw, saith John, another sign in 'heaven, great 
and marveHous, seven a,ngels having the seven last 
plagues; for in them is filled, up the wrath of God." 

'Three times only does the apostle . use the words "s,ign" 
()r "wonder", in connection with a heavenly vision. First, 
in relation to "a woman clothed with the sun, and the 
moon under her 'feet, and upon her.head-a crown of twelve 
stars." ('12: 1). We have, here announced the destiny of 

. the "'man child" to Whom this woman 'gave !birth and who 
"was· to rule all nations with a rod. of iron." The second 
wonQ'er is the appearance of a "great red dragon. ha,;ing 
seven ,heads and' ten, h()rns, and seven crowns upon his 
heads", and which '''stood before the woman 'for-to devour 
her child." (12:4-5). In,the third si'gn, mentioned in our 
text, we witness the epilogue of that supreme conflict. 
The deep significance of that epilogue is ,underlined, from 
the beginning .of the chapter, by the adjectives ",great" 

. and "marvellous". 
The events described here are of a final character; 

they are the "·Iast" "pla-gues, the last manifestations of 
divine justice: "in them is filled up the wrath of God." 
Those events will have a world-wide :bearing; unlike the 
previous visitations they wil'l affect not only the half, the 
third, the fourth or tenth part of earthly things or· of 
human collectivities, but each pla,gue wiH strike the whole. 
M()reover, the events descrilbed will follow one another in 
rapid succession. Whereas som~ of the previous calami­
ties were described at length or happened over an ,ex­
tended period of time, the twenty-one verses of the six­
teenth chapter depict. the hasty pouring· out of the last 

'seven plagues. Those are in so Close succession that their 
terrible consequences are someti'mes simultaneous-ly felt, 
as in the case of the s()res of the first .plague and the 
pains of the 'fifth. (16: 11) .. These calamities of the 
·last days will 'be punitive, not 'reforming, measures. The 
-previous retri1butions· were meant to chasten, that is, they 
aimed at provoking repentance and restoration. But the 
sanctions of the end are solely retributive, as the word 
"punishment", taken in its strongest sense, i:ndicates that 
all :possibility of l'efor.mation is discarded. For the wrath 

of God now condemns without a'ppea). anyone who wlH 
have deliberately rejected the entreaties of grace. 

Let us ,further' note the striking analo'gy which 'exists 
:between the vision of the seven pla'gues and the scenes 
which attended the deliverance of Israel fro!p. the 
E'gy,ptian captivity .. Such an analogy is very enUghten­
ing, for it brings out the legitimate and 'inevitable char­
acter o'f the final. sanctions -we are now, 'going to study.: 

It is "in heaven" that John 'behofds the two pre'liminary 
visions of the fifteenth ch8!pter. 'The fifth verse lays 
stress on his privilege as he becomes the intimate confi­
dent of the divine revelations: "And after that, I looked, 
and, behold, the temple of. th~ ta.Jbernacle of the testimony 
in heaven 'Was opened.'~ Moses alone had had the same 
'privilege, evidently 'because that place was' too sacred to 
'be seen of the ungodly. (Acts 7:44). 

ffwo visions, .which complement each othe·r and which 
will prelude to the -pouring out of the last seven 'pla'gues, 
will now 'be 'beheld 'by the apostle John. The heavenly 
witnesses and' the celestial agents successively appear on 
the scene, and -by their attitude eorifes·g that the divine 
justice is rightf.ully exercis·ed against all of God's enemies. 

I. THE HEAVENLY WITNESSES OF THE LAST 
PLAGUES (l5:1-4) 

The qz£alifications of the witnesses have to be noticed 
in the first place: They have .gained' the victory "over 
the heast, and over his image, andover his mark, and 
over the number of his name." They were not "of this 
world" and a're no more "in this world·." Refusing to give 
way to the spi.rit of the age, they 'have triumphed over the 
mos't formidable power ever known in the history of the 
world, a power wIi1c'h did not seek so much to dominate 
the human will as to seduce it, .in order to associate it, 
consciously or not, to the hostility of Satan a:gainst the 
Lord. However, the faithful witnesses have overcome 
only "by the Iblood of the Lamb", that is, after submitting 
thems.elves to thEl protection of His sacrifice. 

The attitude of those witnesses is thus described: "And 
I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and 
them that had ·gotten the victory over the Ibeast, and over 
his image, and over his mark, and over the number of h'is 
na'me, 'stand on the sea of glass, hayin~ the harps of ·God." 

'The unstahle, irl'esistible and deadly waters of the Red 
Sea are here contrasted to this stable and 'glittering ele­
ment. Holiness, represented by the .crystalline transpar­
ency of the sea, and justice, symbolized' -by the fire, are 
the theme of the -meditation and' admiration of ·all those 
who have !p.iraculously escaped the 'f~te of the E'gyptians. 

I 
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They "stand, having the harps of God": what nobler atti­
. tude could be coveted hy the '''chitd,ren of dust" trans­
formed by' grace? 

The occupdtion of the witnesses' is threefold: 
(1) 'They "sing", devoting thei'r most ibeautiful facul­

ties to the celebration of the 'most su'blime things. 
(2), They verify the testimony of their lips !by e~ptess­

ing their emotions through the instrumentality of the 
"harps of 'God", thus showing that we should associate 
with our service and our praise all the means which God, 
and not the fles'h, can provide us. 

'(3) They ·add to the language of emotion that of reason 
by "saying" what theY see of the divi-ne things; as those 
are 'revealed in their heavenly aspect. 

The theme of these 'glorified witnesses is also three­
fold:' -

(I) "They sing the song of Moses, the serVant of 'God." 
Whether the remarka1ble hymn sung by hundreds of thou-

. sand'S of .grateful voices on the shore .of deliverance was' 
prophetically composed in advance by the faith of Mos'es, 
or whether it carne forth at the si,ght of the miracle which 
saved Is·rael, the marvellous meaning of its content could 
not ·be exhausted !by the emotion of one day. Throughout 
the centuries, the memorable liberation of Israel has 
served as the mos.t appropriate historical i,mage for our 
salv'ation. IIsaiah, then Hosea, took pleasure in quoting 
what remains the oldest Hebraic 'hymn. And, while .the 
holy Victim w~ in the ga,rden of Gethsemane about to 
offer Himself, His soul and His mind must have intensely 
communed with the Psalmist, as He sa-ng, towa~d the end 
of the great Hallel (Matt. 26:30): "The Lord is my 
strength and song, and is become my salvation." (Ps. 118: 
14)--this verse only being a direct quotation -from the 
song of Moses (,Ex. 15: 2). T·he heavenly and eternal 
repercussions of the song of Moses are therefore well 
explainable, since they are a testimony to .the redeeming 
work of the Lord Jesus IChrist, whose beneficent effects 
the redeemed 'have already enjoyed along their earthly 
piJ;grima·ge. 

(3) The witnesses'sa1l (v. 3), either reciting or sin1g­
ing them, profound things concerning the jud'gment, the 
awful counterpart of redemption. 

.(a) "Great and· ma.rvel1otis a,.re thy wor-ks, Lord 
-God Almi,ghty!" Thus praises' ascend unto God' for 
the perfections of His creative work, as He J.a1d the 
scene where 'human history was to unfold itself. But 
at the sa-me time there seems to 'be a reference to 
the works of justice exercised' a'gains-i the E'gyptian 
despotiSllll. 

(b) "Just and; true are thy ways, thou King of 
saints!" Those words are a. strj'king summary of 
the divine government. They _descrilbe the profound 
depths of the divine designs' and the justice of the 
sanctions prophetically decreed against E-gypt. 

(c) "Who shall not fear thee, '0 Lord, and, glorify 
thy name 1" Awe and prnise appear ,to the re­
deem~d_ as the natu·ral twofold: reaction of anyone 
who witnesses' the divine judgments. 

(d) ~'For thou only art 'holy: for ,all nations sha'­
corne and worship befc:>re. thee; for thy jUd-gments 
are made manifest." Justice and holiness meet here, 
as they often do in the rest of scripture; 'but he'fe 
their meeting occurs in connection with .the supreme 
manifestations of the divine perfections. The un­
known :beauty and vi,rtue. of those perfections will 
therefore compel universal recognition. However, 
the nations shall spontaneously "corne and worship" 
before the Lord. 

II. THE CELESTIAL AGENTS OF THE LASfI' 
PLAGUES (vv. 5-7) 

The quality of these a-gents is descri!bed ·by thei·r title. 
They are "angels", that is, messengers accred:ited by the 
Almi-ghty God'. In the heavenly hierarchy, these "seven" 
must have proved themselves worthy, through their wis­
dom and obed·ience, and through their perfect fellowship 
with the Lord's desi'gns, of "fulfilling the task which is 
now theirs·. 

The aptpearance of those executors of the' divine-justice 
is· depicted und~r three aspects: 

(2) The witnesses also sing "the song of the Lamb". 
Is it not here the same "new song" mentioned in the (1) They came out of the temple, descri'bed in the con­
preceding cha·pter (14:3)-a reproduction or a para- text as "the temple of the tahernacle of the testitmony". 
phrase of ·the three stanzas of Revelation 51 T·hey have therefore drawn their inspi,ration and received 

their impulse from the contemplation of the majestic 
(a) IFirst, the pra'ise of the twenty-fou,r elders mystery of the Most Holy place. The rejection by the 

and the iour !beasts: "Thou art worthy to take the rebels of the atoning !blood: which covered the al'k of the 
'boO'k, and to open the seals .thereof: for thou wast covenant and s'atisfies the demands of the law wiH there­
slain, and 'hast redeemed us· to God by thy blood fore appear to them as the unpardonahle !blasphemy: the 
out of every -kindred', and tongue, and people, and seven avengers are .thus ready to infUct the supreme 
nation; And. hast made us' unto our God Icings and retriibutions. 
priests: and we shall reign on the earth." '(2) "They are clothed in pure and white linen." They 

(b) IT·ben, the proclamation of the myriads of participate in that glorious 'holiness which i,s only satis­
my,riads of ·angels: "Worthy is' the Lamb that was fied- :by the vision of grace sy¢bolized 'by the mercy seat. 
slain to l'eceive power, and riches, and wisd'om, and (3) They have their Ibreasts "girded with golden gir-
strength, and honour, and glory, lind blessing." dIes". Their "loins" are not girded for war or work, bu,t 

(c) IFtinally, the' testimony of every creature:' , as repr~sentatives of God they wear the emblems of glory 
"Blessing, and honour, and- glory,' and- power, be and maJesty. '. 
unto him that sitteth upon the throne and, unto the IThe role of the seven angels is the object of a twofold 
Lamb for ever and ever." Just as the ~ng of Moses description. 
m~gnified the worlk of redemption as typified ,by the (1) As they .come out of the temple, they are repre­
·miraculous deliverance f.i·om the Egyptians, ·the song sented as "having the seven pla·gues", which means that 
of the Lamb magnifi~s the saine redempti.ve work they have received their mission dIrectly ·from the divine 
as it is ;brou:ght to consummation. Being dwelling in the sanctuary. 



14 '(430) THE GOSPEL WITNESS and' PRO'rESTANT ADVOCATE . October 20,1955 

. . 
(2) Their: final rpreparation is then record"ed: "And ~. An offerin'g of over $50.00 'Was taken for the wOl'k of 

one of the four beasts gave unto the seven angels seven "'::Toronto Baptis-trSeminary. 
golden vials fun of the wrath of 'God, 'Who liveth for _.' 
ever and' ever." It was meet that one of the representa­
tives of the earth 'gave, by means of such a gesture his 

. approval to the equ·ity of the jud'gments which 'Were a;bout 
to visit the earth. The golden vials and the wrath of 
God - what contrast 'and what unity! The value and the 
indestructibility of gold ma!ke of those vials an approp­
riate syrnlbol for even the most sudden manifestations of 
justice, for those have :been . eternally decreed. . 

'Their spirit gives us a twofold lesson. 
(1) A lesson of patient waiting. They start fQr their 

austere task only at the signa1 of the 'great voice coming 
out of the temple. ('16:1). They thus can' --:- and 'so in our 
turn must we do - meditate 'upon the possi,ble imminence 
of the judgments of God, and upon their terdble effects. 

, But we can d"o one thing which, in that day, the angels 
will not have the power to do: we can. stiH supplicate the 
sinners to "fI~e .from the wrath ,to come". 

, (2) A lesson of silence. The angels, wait,' then act 
without uttering 'a word:.· They feel tbat the solemnity of 
their duty does not a:Horw them to add to, or to lessen, the 
pla'gues by making unnecessary obsenrations. Thus, when 
Nadab and'Albihti were consummated for offerin,g stran,ge 

. -. fi,re ibefore the 'Lord" we read that "Aaron held his peace". 
(Lev. 10 :3). 'T'he an:gels wiU therefore open their mouths 
only after perfOl'llIl~ng their awful mission. 

III. THE CELESTIAL ANTICIPATIONS OF 
. ·THE.LAST PLAGUES (v. 8) 

"And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory 
of 'God, 'and from his power; and" no man was able to enter 
into the temple, till the seven plagues 'Of the seven angels 
were fulfilled'." 

'T·pe dar,kening of the heavens during the time when the 
divine justice is exercised th,rough the ,pouring of the 
seven vials, S'hould be a serious warning to us. l'he pros­
pect of the closed doors and of the awful "too late" em. 
phasizes the extreme urgency and the blessed truth of the 
appeal which wiH serve as our conclusion: 

"LET US THE-RE'FORE OOM'E 'B'OIiDLY UNTO THE 
THRONE .oF 'GRAlCE, THAT WE M'AY OBTAIN 
MERCY, AND FIND -GRACE ToO HElJP'IN TIME O~' 
NEED." (He.brews 4:16). 

'FHANKSGIVING. RALLY 

SUNDAY IN JARVIS STRE'ET 
Rev. Norman Day, pastor o~ the Funda:m~rital BaPtist 

Church in Fort William was the speaker at the 'Sunday 
morning service. ,'Brother Day preached on the sulbject, 
"The Whitened Harvest". His ministry"was much 'BJP­
preciated 'by a}l' and was an encoqragement to the wor-kers 
of'the chureh to "abound in the wOl'lk of the Lord". 

In ,the evening Dr. ISlade spOke on "Present Enjoyment 
of Gospel Blessings". Again the blessing of the 'Lord was 
experienced and His Word was faithfully preached. 

"I have cause to iove home with all my heart, and to 
. take the opportunity of the day to ,hasten to the end of 

my journey; that I ,~y at night fall in, weary and tired 
. as I am, into Christ's bosom." 

--1SA~UEL RUTHERFORD 

--}DA .?Jo.wiqRA IiRmJRAA 
"SKIPPER. YOU HAVEN'T PRAYED" 

The strenrgth of the 'gale had turned the o.cean inj.o a 
raging fury, and" with heavy 'waves dashing against the 
headlands, thick fog had descended to increase the ·perils 
of the nilrht. Radio warnings had gone out to all ship­
ping, and lifeboat teams were standing 'by in readiness 
for emergencies. The coastguard slowly made his way 
along the ·shore, but .his actions seemed folish, for the 
swirling waters obliterated everything. Yet, impelled by 
a strange intuition, the untiring man continued his virgil. 
A ship rmi,ght !be in 'd,istres's'; he wou'ld not fan in the 
execution of hili! duty. 

He ~as correct. Battered' and driven by merciless 'seas, 
a vessel completely out of control was d'rifting toward the 
roclcs. The skipper and his, rzew, who had' fl·triven in 
vain to save the ·ship, now faced almost certain death. 
Thi'Ck fog ha'd' negatived the usefulnells of their rockets, 
and a'S the' 'Waves pounded the vessel, the 'position seemed 
to be hopeless. Fearful !Jest -the surging water should 

.. sweep. 'them overboard, the men tied themselves to the 
rigging of ,the ship. They were 'Weary all'(~ helpless, and 
every moment threatened to Ibe their last. As ,the rzash­
ing waves filled :the night wfth terror, the 'skipper shout­
ed, "'Men, I ·have done my best to save you. 1 have done 

(First Baptist 'Church, Es'sex (iPastor -, B. R. Oatley­
Willis) was the scene of ~ Thanks-giving 'Rally on Monday, 
October 17. 'Friends fram many centres 'Were in attend­
ance as the following were represented: "Tilbury, Wind- . 
sor, Roseland, Delhi, Courtland, London, Toronto and 
Stouffville. ' The church auditorium was well .filled, fo'r 

. the 'afternoon service and was fined for the evening 
session. 

everything I could do." His' announcement 'Was followed 
by a silence Ibroken only by the noise of the stOl'llIl; but 
suddenly Ii :boy, the youngest member of the crew answer-
ed; '~Skipper, there is one thing you have not done." 
"Boy. what is that"?" "Sikipper, you haven't prayed." 
The 'lad's reminder 'sounded Hike a r~bu'ke; but the despaiT­
ing ,man l'ealized that ,the boy was 'correct. The need was 
urgent and if prayer could ,perform miracles then it was 
imper~tive that 'someone should pray. His men listened 
as in rou'gh sailor fashion the captain asked the Almighty 
to have mercy upon him and his crew. In plain language 
and in a plain way, he cried to God for help; and the Lord 
heard him. When the prayer was' ended the captain 
loOked at his wa~h. The .time· was i1Jwenty-five minutes 

'Speaker for the day was Dr. IC. D .. Cole, Ibeloved Dean 
of Toronto Baptist SeminarY. Those who were present 
were richly iblessed as Dr. ICoie fai-thfuUy eJq)Ounded the 
Word, of God. 

lOver one hund:red persons 'were 'the dinner ,guests of 
the ladies of First !Baptist Ohurch as the meal -was served 
in the C'hurch dining room. 'l'he day there proved to be 
one of fellowship as rfriendshipswere renewed. 
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- past one a.m. He then looked toward the silent boy and 
said, '·Son, now I have prayed. I have done everything." 

The men were amazed when a Hfeboat appeared from' 
the blackness of the ni,ght. It was unbelievable, for their 
·roCkets had long since been fired: in vain. They closed 
their eyes and opened them again, ,to discover that this 
was not a mocking mirage. 'The ~'boat was slowly~d,rawing 
nearer to their wrecked vessel. ,Could it ·be done, or would 
the lifelboat capsize 'in 'the mountainous seas? 'Slowly but 
surely the ·miracle was' performed', and one ·by one the 

'men 'were seized Iby wHling hands. Then began:the hazard-
ous journey iback to the shore, where a small crowd, had 
gathered to ,greet the shipwrecked men. As the s'kipper 
of the vessel stepped' ashore, he said, "We had a.lmost 
l.ost hope when the boy said we should pray. We did; 
it was twenty~five minutes past one. Soon af.terwards, 
you came and we were saved'." 

The coastguard' 'went forward and said,' "Excuse me, 
sikipper, !but did you say. it was iJweirty-five minutes past 
one, when you prayed ?" The first speaiker intimated that 
this was .correct. 'The crowd marvelled when the coast-· 
guard went on to tell his part of the story. He had been 
patrolling th~ clif.f,and was deBating the futility of his 
actions when quite sudden'ly the fog had parted, to reveal 
a wrecked vessel. Within a second or two the ,mist came 
together again, leaving the man wondering if :he had 
really seen a' ves·sel or had imBiginedi that he had. He 

. looked Bit. his watch, and the handa registered '1.25 a.m. 
'Realizing that men mi,ght be in 'great danger, the coast­
guard reported to the lifeiboat station that he thought 
a ves's~l was wreciked off shore. His timely action saved 
a crew 'from drowning. The coastguard asked the ·skipper 
to compare watches, and' 'both men were thrilled: to find 
that their times were identical. When the anxious men 
prayed, the fog'had miraculous'ly' parted, enBlbHng a eoast-

. ·guard :to obtain a 'glimpse of t'he wreck. The 'prayel' had 
been wonderfully answered. , 

I 
-Ivor Powell in Bible Windows 

"A loving confidence in the Divine mercy: this is the, 
weapon 'wherewi,th throu mu'st. fight and conquer cowardice 
and, vain th911'ghts. This is the treasure whereby thou 
must enrich thy sotiI."~MOIJNOS. 

THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION 
By DR. c. o. COLe 

De.n of Toronto .. ptrst Semln." 

A first class, 24-page booklet on fflis basic 
Scriptural truth. The best we have read 
on the subject of election. Order one for 
yourself and some for ChristIans and 
students. 

Ten cents e'8ch: twefve for a dofler 
Order fro"!: 

. THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
130 Gerrard Stre~ ast, Toronto , 

Bible Schoul Lesson Dulline 
Vol. 19 Fourth Quarter Lesson 5 October 30, 1955 . 

OLIVE L. OLARK,IPh.D. (Tor.) 

THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL 
Lesson Text: G8Ilatians 3:17-29. 
Golden Text: "For ye are aJI[ tIilie chiildTen of God '~y f'aith in 

Christ Jesus."-Gailatia:ns 3:26. . 

Introdu~tion : 
fl'o understand' ibhe ·truths taug'lit in the 'Epistles of Paul, 

we Shou[d know someth!ing of the people to w"bom 1hey were 
.,primarioly addlressed~ and 'MSO 'the occasion ,wblC'h prompted 
·the writing. The provin~e of Galatia in 'Centrarl .A!sia Min'Or 
was in!haJbitedi ~'8l'Igely by !peorpJe of Cerlltic origin, who were 
naJturaoUy qui~k, iinotelllilgent, ealger and impetuoUlS, but at othe 
S'ame time cihmgearble, 'impatienJt, unrstalble, uhfaithful and 
avaricious. In: religion they farvoured rituailism. . . 

The Aipostle Paul .took ~e meSisage of the .Gospel to them 
during hi's Second 'M~ssi'Onarry Journey, betng detained there 
because of iiiilness (A'cts 16:6; Gal. 4:13-15). They readily 
.recetved both rtfue Apostle and his message. !Some few years 
l'ater he revisilted the church and found that Judaizing te~­
el'S had been .trourbl1inlg the Christians, endeavouring Ito per­
suade them to !practice cireuttncision and o1ilier ceremonies of 
the law. As a resullt of Ibhlis !propaganda, 4lhe_Ga!latians turned 
a'g'ainst -the A'po·sltle (Gail.. 4:1-3-16), questi'Oildng'his 'authority 
a:nd repudriating his message that salvation 'was to ibe obtained 
by faiith mone. 

The Apostle found -j,t necessary to write .this message of 
warning' rto Ibhose wiho IWere iI): danger of dep8l'tiIlIg from offue 
faith. The Epistle, woritten by inspiT'ation: ·of the Holy Spirit, 
has been preserved to Sihow us' the impor.ta:n'Ce of tru9ting in 
Ohrist aione for &ail.vatiO!llJ (])Ph. 2:8-10). Read the wh~le 
Epistle. 

The EpiStle to the Gail.aJt:ia:ns may !be analyzed as fo:lolows: 
(1) Persona!!: Tlhe ApOlSble Vdndiocatilllg IBis Authority 

~app.l, 2. 
(2) D()Ief;ri.na;l: Il'he Apostle Descri!bing Ithe Gospel 

-ehaIpp. 3, 4. 
(3) 'Practica!I.: The .A!postie Counseirl!ing Good Oonduct 

~ha:pp. 5, 6. 

I. The Law Was Preparatory to the Gospel: 3:17-24. 
The docbrinail. paIt oif .this 'Epistle (cJhapp. 3,' 4) lis 'largeiy 

devoted to a cO'llltrast between ·the -l8JW 'Of Moses and Ithe 
Gospel.. The Ga:latians .must be taught -the serious results of 
C'O'mmencinrg again Ithe Old Testament ,s~rifi:ces ,and cere­
monies. The 18JW might be summarized as foHoWB: "Do Ithese 
'things and you waiN be rbiessed," Whereas !tihe Gospel teaches 
as fo~laws: "You :lrave been !blessed dn Christ, ·t'herefore do 
these thi!!llgs." The ~aw te'ardhes that to be jursti'fded a person 
must oIbey its. every pTOvis~on (Ga!!. 3:10; Jas. 2:10), :b.UJt the 
Gospel ,procla:ims !that to be justified he must believe [n 1ilie 
Christ Wlho has kept every prO'Vision of tliei8JW on 'h1s behalf 
(Acts 13:39; 'Rom. 5:1; -8:1-4; Ga~. 2:16; 3:11; Tit. 
3:5-7). ., 

The If;ea:cmng of the Gaspe'! that justifircation is by 'faith 
in the Word of God and in the God of ,the Word! was declared 
to Albraharm (Gen. 12:1..13; 15:1-6), so 1lhatthe c'Ovenant Which 
God rmade with :A!braham. OIll the prinCiple of faith is a fore­
runner rif Ithe Gospel, wihileh isailsoa rcoven'aint of 'grace by 
ifalith. Tihe !first step in conrbmsitiing the 'law and the Gospel 
is ·to contrast othe [aIw 'and the Abra:h'arrrlc Covenanif; (Gail. 
3:6 .. 18). . 

CoDJsider othe dharalcter of that ·C'Ovenanif;. . The promise 'Of 
God to Aibr'alhalm was aC'Ci;;pted' aIt its face value: ".A!bra:ham 
ib~lieved God" (Gen. 15:6; Rom. 4:13; Gad. 3:6). As a resulJt, 
he was counted as rirglh'teous before 'God (Rom. 4:16.22). Al'l 
who have be1i~ed God are regan-ded: 8JS ilpirilj;ual successors 
or cmlctten of ,Abraham (Rom •. 4:23-25; Hai. 3:9-12). More­
over, the promise that in Albraham ·and Ibis seed al'!. natiions 
should rlie bl'esseci' was to be fw.!fiilled in Christ (Gail. 3:13-16). 

, 
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'-
The promise to Albrliham, whi'dh was received ,by faith and of the iaw. The Gospel messa:ge declares tlhat those whQ 

fuifHled 'in Christ, could not Ibe nulJ:lified or modified by the be'lieve in Christ are born again by the Spirit of God and 
~1lJW of 'Moses, .w!hlc'h was given! 430 years a.f.ter the promise enter 'His f.ami'ly as ohildren (John 1:12;. Rom. 8:15, 23; Ga'!.. 
(Gen. 12:40, 41). No fresh c'lauses eouid be 'added. There- 4:5; 1 John 3:1, 2). The outward' siJgn of union with Christ " 
fOi"e, the !pI"Omise wou'ld ~nltinue .to prevail unti:l ills U'l~imate is believer's baptism. In i\Jhat ord'inance we put on, as it were, 
fulfilment. Thi's !Wou'ld implJ..y 1fuaJt if the GaJatians Wished to the uniform of Ohrist, decliaTin.g to aH tbat we have in Qu·r 
Share in the inheritanlce of 'blessing promised by. God to hearts .been united with Him" in death and in r~on 
A!bra:ha:m, ,they muslt adhere to :the principle of faith in Hfe (Rom. 13:14). In symbol- we portray our oneness with. 
Christ, a:nd not Ito 1ili.e practices df t:he law. Hdm in His deatfu, !burial and resurrection (Rom. 6:4-6). 

The ~IIlJW, however, had' a definite place in the pU!1p'o'se of Since all true IbelieveI'\S have been joined un.to Ohrist;' we 
God. It prepared tJhe way for the coming of Chris-t. It. are 8il'1 one, "one moM persona:lity" in' Him (1 Cor. 10:17; 
C'leady sholwed 1ihe ,transgressor his 'Sin and eondemned him Eph. 2:14-16). In Christ racia:l, social and natural disrtinc­
f()lr it. One 'lnus'\; know ,1Jhat 'he -is a sInner, condemned in the mons disaJppear, so far as relation:ship Ito God is con:cerned; 
s'i'ght of God, before -he is ready Ito acknowledge Ohl"ist as spiritual. ·relationships a!lone !have prominence. (Rom. 1:16; 
hlis Saviour. Gal. 5:6; 6:1'5). If we belong to Chrislt, we are Abraham's 

The Je!Ws before 'OhTist WeTe under ilihe doonlnation 'Of Sin, seed, even 'as ·Christ was (Rom. 9:6-9; Gal. 3:16), and &so 
IQlCked up in a prison house, as it were, in order 1Jhat they A!braham's he'i'l'S (Rom. 8:17; Gall. 4:1, 7; Epih •. 3:6). 'Sa:lva­
mi'ght ,readize their heliptlelS'SneSIS Ito save the'mSeirves, Ed' more ti'on IW'ith a'lll its eternall blessings i'S 'Ours; we have a ;right 
readtHy !believe ,in Ohris't (verse '23; Rom. 8:18). to the inheritance tJhat is iD!Corruplt~ble, unde:fitled Ed that 

The IIlJW was Uke ,the pedagogue or "'child conductor" (Eng- . 'fadetfu 'lIJOt away (1 Cor. 3:21-23; 1 Pet. 1:3,4). ' 
'liSh translation of i\Jhe wcml.' fs '~Sc'hQO'limaster") :tfue one 

trusted with tfue dislcilp'line 'of _'1Jhe clli1d until 'he became of Daily Bible Readings 
age. Tohe lllJW had ctiscip'linary powers for the JeW'S, and Oct. 24-Law, Gospel and 'Salvation ... : ................ Rom. 6:14-23 
a,lthough ,j,ts moral ·prdnciples hold for al'l times 'Ed' ages, Oct. 25---,Law, Gospe'! ~n Believer"s 'HoBness ......... Rom. 7 :7-25 
oDICe Christ came, !ffue One Who j)ulfirlIed its symibol:ism, its Oct. '26-La.w, GoBpel·in Believer's ResurrelclJion .. Rom. 8:1-17 
uselfulness was ended, so f.ar as the ceremonies. were con- Oct. 27-'1aIJW, Gospe:l !in Believer's COmpleteness .... Cot 2:1-17 
cerned ('Matt. 5:17; JQhn: 1:17). Oct. 28-Law, Gospel in Belieyers iMin-isItry ........ 'Beb. 10:1~11 . 

Teachers 'shou:ld end'eavour to show tthat we must 'believe Oct. 29-JLIlJW, IGosIpe'l in 'Believer"s Li!berty ...... ;: Acts· 16:1-29 
: on Christ to be saved; we dare not trust in our own good Odt. '3O--Chris't, 'lihe End of ibhe Law for Righteousness . 
works. If we could have !been s'aved by ·the'law or '!by 'good Rom. 10:1-11 
works, it would' '!lot have !been nece'Ssary for ChriBt to die . Suggested Hymns 
(Gal. 2:21; 5:4). . Free from the law. 

II. The Gospel as Final and Permanent: 3:26-29 'ft,~ ~rth: ~~ahofi,=.e! 
The duties of the tutor' ceased When the clili.,ld became an Am I a soldier of the crOlSlS? 

adult son, and .the Galatian:s, as sons of God by reason of Ohrist has for sin atonemenJt made. 
theiil" faiJllh tin Ohrlst, were no ionger under 11Jhe dominaltion 0 Jesus, I have promised I 
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