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The liberation of Spiritual,Captives 
. A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields 
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(Stenog~;ap'mcaHy Reported) 

"_.<\,nd 1t came to pass in process O'f time, tlraJt: the king of Egypt d~ed: and the 
children of' ISl'ael sighed by reason of tJhe bondage, and they cried', and their 'cry came 
up unto God by reas-O-ll of the bondage. 

"And God' heard their groaniIl'g, and God rememibered·'h~s covenant with Abra'h~" 
with Isaac, ana'"wit:h Jacob. ' 

"And God looked u'Pon the chi'lrlren 9f Israel, and God had respect unt-o them." 

. . 

I READ these verses as being 'a definite record of re
/·vival. The chHdl'en of Israel had been in E'gypt for 
albout 'four hundred years. They were the children of the 

. promise. THey were the .seed of Albl'aham. But they were 
now' in 'bondage 'to an a:Iien !power. :The text tens, us how 

- they sighed; and then cried; :and 'how a,t last r.evival 
came. We 'shall look at this in order 'that we -may see iby 
the 'Operation of what principles God effected a revival' 
there, and, how' He ,brings 'aboot a revival 'in the life of 
the indivIdual ,and ()f the ch'urchand of 'the people of 
90d everywhere. ' 

I. 
FIRST OF ALL, WE OBSERVE THAT IGOD SOMETIMES LETS 

fF;OPLE ALONE F<?R AN EXTENDED PFRIOD, THAT THEY MAY 
LEARN DEEPLY THEm NEED OF HIM. We read in one place 
where He s'a'id, "I will go and return to my p'lace, tili"they 

, acknowledge. their offence, and seek my face:" God does 
sometimes let His' people have their own way fo,r a little 
while, that they may learn how bitter a thing it -must 
always be for a man to have hi,s own .way. These·people 
had been long in E'gy,pt, and apparently the 'hope of 
divine ,interference in their lives had 'gradually died 
out among them: Their hi'~tory was' rich in the record 
of miracles: ,God, had come to 'their fathers again arid 
again 'graciously 'intel'lposing, grac'ious~y laying His ;~'and 

, -Exodus ~:23-25. 

uopon them and, changing the -current ()f their Jives. But 
now for foui hund'red yea,rs' or therea1bout nothing had 
happened to them as a !people.' , 

When you view the history of these people'retrospec
tively, when you see it in the perspective of history, four 
hundred yews is a very short tim'e; :but for' those who .I 

actually lived within that ,period it must hav~ seemed a 
very long time. 'Some of you look ;bac~ to the days when 
YOll hea:rd, Moody or Spurgeon preach" when you .saw 
God d() mighty things'. "But," you say, "that is a llong 
time ago." <It 'is 'a g,reat d'ea'l less than four hundred 
years! You are not as old as that! Yet thi,s people had 
gone on .the even tenor ot'their way, ,and ;h'ad been with
out any sort of divine visitation for a p~riod of four 
hundred years, until, I fancy, they had, 'gradually con-, 
eluded that miracles belonged· to the days long since past, 
and that it was useless'to expeCt them n<>w!,' 

'I wonder if we are nol in a period Hike that just now? ' 
One can 'scal'cely piCk ti!P a newspaiper, or a ma'gazine O'r . 
a re'ligiolls b06k or hear a sermon.'without :JIleeting with 
the assumption that God does not n9W visIt His people 
as once He d,id. Even some very orthodox peop'le have 
fallen into that deadly as'sumpti()n. I f.rankly confess' . 
my>self a' premillenarian. if can see no 'hope, from the 
teaehing of the 'Bo()lk, of any sort (}f rei-g,n of righteous
ness unli'l' the ~rd- Hi-mself shall come. I do not mean 

" 

" 
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. that it could not !be, for GO'd uhe Holy Ghost is just as 
mighty as God the Son, and if ·Godhad so ordered, -it, 
He could, by means 'Of the preaching of the 'gospel, bring 
the entire world to His 1.eet. It is not what God could 
do, but what He hais said He will do that conce:r:ns us'; 
and so far a's I can see, there will .be no 'golden age until 
He comes W'ho wear.s the crown! ' 

There is a type of teaching wh'icl1 I .frankly confess I 
alBhor. It maikes me shudder, that type which a-sslimes 
the world is !bad as it iiS; that -it" is gradua'lly .growing 
wotse -=- as it prdba.;bly is - that there is . no use to 
expect, any:thinig ,better, and the more ra.pid the descent 
the .greater reason for Hallelujahs. There is nothing in 
the 'Bible to justify that view of life. While it is pos
sible for one Sooul'to ,be ·saved, the Holy Ghost is with us; 
aQd He Who· saves one soul, 'can, if He wi:Jl, save a 
thousf.nd, 01' a minion. Let us get that out of our minds, 
and let us' not join the army of un!believers and look upon 
'God's visitations to the sons of men as ibeing so remote 
as .to !be of no concern with us. 'That, I think, must have. 
,been, in part, the attitude of the children of .Is·rael. 
Nothinog had hawened.. ThoU'gh they had heard of God, 
they no longer e~pected, apparently, that God would do 
anything for them. 

'And yet'the fear of God had not utterly died ou't among 
them. We read, that the m'idwives feared 'G.od; and wl).en 
Moses came to them 'he ",suPPos'ed his Ibrethren would 
have under:stood how that IGod by 'his hand would deliver 
them" - !but they under:stood not. Moses knew some
thinog of the people, and ,he "supposed" that they were 
stm ,looking up,'and' stillexpectin-g God. But when in 
obedience to the divine impulse, 'as he believed, he under
todk their deliv~ran:ce, !he dIscovered that the. vision which 
was his had no't as yet been sihared iby !fJhe ,peop'le. Appar-

./ently they were not expecting any deliverer just then. 
Bitter as 'thei·r 'bond8!ge was, they had come to l'egard it 
as inevitable 'and unescapaob'le. Li:ke African slaves, they 
had accep.ted their enslavement" as something from which 
there was' no ·pos·sib'iJi ty of escape. 

':l'·hat is a terrilbIe cpndition to get into, when men accept 
evH as a thing that must 'be, and from whicl1 there is no 
de'liverance. 'There is- IJ.o surer s'i,gn of's·piritual declen
sion than .when one hea·rs preachers and others complain
ing that they are in Ibonda;ge to the world, the flesh, and 
the devil; and considering how they may adjust them
selves to the bonda'ge. I remernlber a while a·go there wa:s 
a meeting of mini'sters in the Y.M.C.A., and with one 
accord, theyadrnitted that the young people -::;- 'whoever 
they are - ha'd forsaken them. They said, ''The younog 
people do not come to church .. We must 00 sometll:ing to 
attract them. Whether we like 'it or not, these are the 
facts, and we have to accommodate ourselves to changed 
conditions." One preacher was Ibold enou'gh to ;say, "Our 
bread and butter depends upon -it." There were 'all kinds 
of suoS'gestions that perhapS the "young 'people" ·mi·g.ht be . 
induced to return to the church if the chu.rch were, to 
have a moviQg-picture machine instaHed, and provide 
certain kind.s- of enterta·inment. 

But :here is the deadly aspect of that condition; here 
·were ·a . company of reUgious leaders who were settling 
down to accept tlieir chains 'as something from which, 
there was no escaJpe. They said in effect: How can we 
wear them without their gaJnllog us too much? How can 
we face these conditions and 'malke the best of them?, 
I met an outstand.ing -minister 'of a large dty some yeaTS 
a:go-and ,I th-fn'k in simple fairness it should be said 
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that his. was an extremely difficult situation. But he 
said, "There wa's a time when many came to prayer meet
.ing, 'but now" - 'and nes:hr.u'S'ged 'his shoulders and said, 
"we must put up with the changed conqition of thinS's. 
It cannot be ·helped:." When a maa becomes 'accustomed 
to Ms cl1ains, and ·ceases to ,hope that the ·s'ha:clc1.es· can 
ever be Ibroken, he -i,s certain~y in a condition of ·slavery. 

rrhat is about the condition of the modern church to
day. Men say:, "Why have a .prayer meeting When God 
does not answer prayer? Why pray at all when science 
tells- u's that 'God never interferes? Why petition Heaven's 
help if the .'Operation of inexoralble law shuts· us up to. 
the conditions we now faee? What 'is the use ?" 'God 
leaves people alone in' -their folly ,sometimes .until the 
chains real'ly ibegin to ·smart, until men are dTiven to .the 

, end of themselves. 'In the case of His peOple Israel God. 
se.emed to 'haveiwithdrawn Himself aJ.tO'gether 'from them, 
and left them ·alone in their mj.sery~that they m'i'ght learn 
their need- of Him. 

All that is true :someHmes in the history of the ind.i
vidual. II have s'een 'some tragedies amQnrg professinrg 
IChristians. I have 'seen those who once' looked 'intO the 
face of the sun Ji:l{e mighty-pinioned ea'gles, become chain
ed in a ca,;ge ,- . 

"Lo'ok how we g>rovel !here 'beiow, 
Fond Of these 'eartihly toys; 

Our souis can neither fly nIOIl' go 
To 'meet etemaJI. joys." . 

Left to ourse1v:es, ho~ helpless' we' 'are. We .ought to 
'be thankful .for any kind of visitation from the Lord, even 
if 'it is a rod'. We ou·ght ~o praise God forany-th'ing in 
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the wQrld that reminds u's that He is hear. YQU ;remem
ber that si'gnificant wQrd in. the stQry Qf Hezekial).? ->. 

"HQwbeit in the ibusiness Qf the amtbassadors Qf the 
pI'inces Qf 'Ba:bylQ'n, whO' sent untO' him to' enqu'ire .Qf the 
wQnder that was dQne in the land, God left him, to' try 
him, that he mi'ght IknQw all that was in his heart." When 
,GQd ,left 'gQQd Hezekiah as the ambassadQrs came to' en· 
quire of' the wQnders dO'ne in the land, Qf hQW GQd had 
heard prayer 'and restQred He~ekiah, "Hezekiah rendered 
not again accQrding to' the benefit dO'ne untO' him; fQr his 
heart was lifted· u;p." IRe did nQt say 'anything abO'ut 
GQd's visitatiQns, but toQk the amJbassadQrs prQud'ly 
thrQu'gh his mansiQn and showed them his silver and his 
'gQld. He acted Iike a iittle 'boy showing Qff his Christmas 
toys! If we a're left alone QfGod we get -into the cQnditiQn 
in which Israel ,was at this time. 

But they learned at last of their helplessness. T,hey 
discQvered that there "Was nO' human PQwer that CQuld 
Ibrealk their c·hains. It is a .'gQQd ,thing when people ibegin 
to' 'recQgnize their troub'le. I read a great many papers. 
We 'have many of themcQming to' the office in exchange 
for THE WITNESS; I do nQt knQw hO'W many, ibut SCQres 
'and SCQres Qf them. I thin'k: it is ra:ther a healthy si'gn 
when O'ne finds ·articles that aCknQwledge the church is 
abQut at the' end of itself. (It 'is a very hopeful sign when 
Qn.e h~ars that note. The thing I fear is the LaQdicean 
att'itude' which bQa,sts, "I am ;rich, and increased with 
gQQds, and ,have need Qf nothing." Self':complacency in 
t·he mid'st Qf sin is th~ mQst deadly thing Qf all. 

H. 
LET US LOOK FOR A MOMENT AT SOME OF THE FIRST SIGNS 

OF REVIVAL. GQd left them until they 'gQt to' the end of 
themselves. Perhaps empty chu-rches and empt;y treas
u·ries and trQutbles Qf a'll kinds will dO' us gOQd after all. 
TheY'may drive us back to' Gad. A man may be so· seri
ously injured and have lQst consciQusnes's to' 'such an ex
tent, that even the SlJiill~d physician dQes nQt knQW w·he
ther 'he is alive. IBut ascO'nsciQusness ,gradually returns, 
and the 'man IbecQIJles aware Qf his pain, he utters a 
'grQan, a sigh; and the doctor ·smiles: when he hears it
fQr dead men do ·nQt s-i'gh; dead men dO' not ·grQan. 
It is a great thing when we, can sigh. ,It is a fine th!ing 

when yQU see the 'PrQfessing Christian, or the prQfessing 
church, !beginning to' complain 'Of itself,' beginning to 
waH a l'i'ttle, Ibeginning to' cry out Ibecause Qf the prevaioJ
ing cQnditiQns. 'There may !be nO' clearly articulated 
pr3:yer, there may ibe I}Q s-ign Qf .returning spiritual in
tel'liogence as yet, ,there may be nO' ·gQing· to' prayer meet
ing. O'r see'king directly and 'QJ set pur:pose the face of 
God in Christ - there may be nQthing ibut a sigh, just 
a 'grumble, just a groan. Did you ever do any 'groaning? 
"We tha:t are in' this ,talbernacle dO' ;g·rQan, being hur
d!,!ned." IHome people do little else! They are always 
groaning! II used to know a ,man ,whose' company '[ en
joyed in many respects, ,but 'he ha'd a very sad habit: 
every little while ,he would utter a 'huge sigh, "Oh dear"! 
I do not :know what it wa,s albout - nor do I think he d·id! 
But 'I fQund when I had Ibeen 'in his cQmpany a while, I 
did .it myself! . 

I dO' not mean to'. say that that kind.'of sighing and 
groaning, that haJbitual and unnecessary grumbling, is 
commendalble. 'I dO' nQt mea~ to' commend to YQU the 
'spirit that our colou.red' friend:s 'sang albout in their 
'~Gru-rnlbling Song". There a:re people ~ike that, but I do 
n'Ot mean that. I mean when, out of the b'itterness of our 

sorrow, there comes aI). awareness Qf the limitatiQns Qf 
human life and the unsatisfactoriness Qf everything in 
this mundane sphere,arrd people begi'n to' sigh'. 

,I read an a·r-ticle the other nilght :by a man whO' writes 
in one Qf our city 'pa'pers. He 'is a man with whO'm .J 
dO' nQt of,ten a'gree, 'hut ,he writes 'in such a ·way that, 
even· when Qne dQes· not 'a'gree with him, he cannQt help 
'readi·ng the articles; he is a very interesting writer. He 
said.'the ni'ght he was writing the 'article to which I refer 
was a d'reary ni'ght. It was raining - and, his 'article 
sQunded }joke it. YQU could .hear the wind blowing in the 
trees, ·and the rain pattering agaInst the windQw. It was 
a dark, dreary, uncQmfQrtable night; and thespi·rit Qf it 
pos'sessed the man. He spoke of the futility of human 
efforts, of the fQlly of a man's trying to' sati'sfy 'himself, 
of the valuelessnessQf IgQld and of all earthly things. I 

, 's'aid to myself, "That sQunds as thQu.gh the man might 
'begin to pray· again." It was not a prayer, but it was a 
very distinct si'gh. 

What is prayer? 

"Prayer is 'the heaving of a_sigh, 
'l'he failing of a tear, . 

The upward glancin!g 0If an eye 
W'hen nQne ,but God is near." 

''It. is sa:id that the Lord "'heard the voice (cry) of the 
lad" when Halgar had cast her son under the iree -that 
,s'he mi'ght not see him die. Ishmael did nQt know how 
to pray -' at lea:st, sQme peQple wou'ld say SQ. But he 

. cried, 'and "the Lord heard the voice Qf the lad". \ 
Let me tell you 'why the Is'raelites s1'ghed - and it will 

'Shatter your theQry as to' what cQnstitmtes ·prayer. They 
si·ghed ''!by reaSQn of their !bondage". They did not sigh 
for a return of -GQd. They were not longing 'after. God. 
They 'did not :know ·what they wanted,:·/t'l),ey. only knew 
that they were weary of their present situation. "They 
'si'ghed iby l"eaSQn of the 'honda:ge". There are some people 
whO' 'take up a dO'ctrinaire attitude tQwarit'alI these prac
tical matters; they say . that -God does' not' hear your 
prayer urrti'l' your motives are right. God ·give us pure 
motives! !but I fear if He never heard any ·prayer 'but that 
wh'ich was a!bsoluttely unmixed wi,th evil, nQt many O'f our 
prayer,s WQuld be answered. 

I remember a young man, at the clQse of a service, 
coming into the enquiI;'y-room at the church where I wa's 
Pas'tor s'Ome years 'before I Ibecame PastQr of this Chu·rch, 
I sai'd to him, "Do yO'U feel your 'hea:rt warm toward 
,God?" "Not a !bit, sir," he replied. "You have nO' love 
for GQd whatever?" I enquIred. "Not'a 'hit, sir, so far. 
'as I 'know," wa's his answer. II asked, "Bu.t what are yO'U 
doing 'here? Why did you come ,here?" "Because I am 
li'ke the man of whom you wer!,! preaching: I am afraid. 
,lam terrified !because of my sin." "By faith NQah, being 
,warned of GQd Qf things nQt'seen as yet, mQved with fear, 
'Prepared an 'arik to the saving of 'his hQuse." I dO' nQt 
care what makes ·men s'igh, if Qnly they wiU sigh. Any
thing that willlbrea'k up their comp1'acentspi,rit and make' 
them desire deliverance from their present condition is 
certainly Ii step in advance. It ·is asymptQm' of returning 
'sp'irituaI life when a man. gets out of sO'rts with the world 
albout him. Even though he cannot say, "I ,love God," if 
.'he 'has less love for sin, less love-for the world, the flesh, 
.and the devN, it is'a sign of quickening. 

'I have met many .. a man who had no reUgious intelli
'gence, and who did nO.t 'know wha:t he wanted except :that 
he wanted something other than that which he had. The 
wQrld was a weary, cold, dull ,place, and he wanted some-
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thing else; ye't a1'1 he could do was sigh. And out of the 
sighing comes the cryin'g; ,the inarticulate groan is r'e
pla-ced 'by a mor.e inte'Higent cry. Faith, after all, while it 
is the gift of God, is very often it development; It is al

. ways 'a development, in fact. "Lord, increase our faith." 
The more we know of God .the stronger our faith tbecomes. 

/ . 
You remember the story of the man whose eyes were 

"Bow down thine ear, 0 Lord, 'hear .me: for I am poor 
and needy." you want to read a ibook on prayer, do yoo? 
Begin 'sighing' and crying! Pray-the ,best you know 'hoW, 
and God wiN hear you! . 

"An infanrt; crying in the ni'ght, 
An dnfunt cryiJl!g for the Uglbt, 
And with no }'8.Jl!guage Out a cry." 

Tennyron is. not afways dg1)t, but he Jis at that point. 
I thinik very often t'he mOStt 'effectual prayer is the 
prayer that 'has no language ibut a cry,. 

-IJ.I .. 

opened, how he was interrogated by' the reHgiou-s leaders 
who as'ked-I aN :about how the thing happened'. Without in
tending to do so;he found:li.imself defending ,his un'lsnown 
·Benefactor. "How were thine eyes opened?" they asked. 
"A man called- Jesus - I do not know who He is. I do 
not 'know where He came from. I know no'th'in'g about 
Him - a man that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed . THEN HEAR THIS WORD: "AND GOD HEARD THEIR GllOAN
mine eyes, and lSl'!id unto me, Go to the podl of Siloam, INGS." He always does. It wa's not without desi'gn that oU'r 
and wash:· and I ',went and washed, ·and I received sight." Lord said to us - to 'believers, mind_ .you. And 'these 
At Jast. when they 'hadasked many qu-estions, they said, were a pe()ple in covenant relation with Him-I say, it is 
"'Give 'God the ,praise: we know that this man is a sinn'er. not without d'esi'gn that our Lord' said to 'believers, "When 
He answered and said, Whether lie be' a sinner or no, I ye prl!y,say, Our Father which art in heaven." 
know not: Qne thi~;g I know, thlj..t, whereas I was blind; There is some mother here Who, at the end, of a ha·rd . 
now I see. Then said they to 'him agl;lin, Wh'at did he to day's work .. could sleep down on the corner of King and 

" thee? how opened he thine eyes? He answered: them, I Yonge ,StreetsJ Sh'e could. sleep· in any noisy place, any 
have told youalTeady. and ye did not hear: wherefore p'laceat all, I do not care where it is. Rushing railway 
would ye hear i't again? will ye also be his disciples? trains. street car-s, motor cars, an.~ all the' rest of it, 
Then they ·reviled· 'him, and said, Thou art his disc.iple;. would not distu,rIb her rest at all. She could fall fast 
hut we ar.e Moses' ,disciples.. We 'know that God spa:ke asoleep in themid'S't o'f it - and stay there: But if the 

. unto Moses: as for this fellow, we kno.w not.from whence bahy should utter a little cry, instantly she is wide awake: 
he is." Then he who "had been b'lind said a significant What the 'ru8'hing .train or a:i-l'plane cou'ld not do, t~e 
th,ing: "Why herein fs a marvellous thing, that ye know s:jmple cry of that child will accomplish. She "hears" its 
not from w.hence :he' is, 'and yet he hath opened mine eyes. I cry. And our 'God hears the groanings of His child'ren 
... Since the world began was it not hea'rd that any 'man always. "He that keepeth IIsrael 'shall 'neither slumber 
opened the .·eyes of one that was born 'blind." But he nor s-leep." . . 
w~s cast out at last.' The poo.r fell. ow 'had his eyesi'ght-;- I wonder how often we pray after that fashion? It is 
hut not much els'e .. "Jesus 'had heard that 'they ,had cast not !the words w.e utter that he heaTs: it is the urgency. 
him out: and When' he had 'found him, he said unto ·him,. of our desire expressed in the' - what shal'I I say, in the 
D~st. thou Ib.elieve on 'the SO.n of ,G?d.? He ~nswered ~nd tone of it, the deep groaning o~.a soultravai~inog 'because 
!laId. Who IS .he, Lord', that I mI'ght belIeve on hIm? of trou'ble of 'some s()rt. When we~·are in despair we 
And Jesus saiq unto him, Thou ''hast 'both seen 'him, and' have no time for 'a lang.-prayer. There'i-s a ·place for 
it is he that tal'ke'th wIth thee. And he 's'aid, Lo'rd,.1 praise and adoration and that may take us hours' weeks 

.. believe. And: he worshipped him." FaIt~, full-orbed, months. as we.worship Goq, and p~r. out our'he~rts--:be~ 
shone upon :111m when .persona!Jly 'he looked mto the face fOl'e Hi,m. 'But 'llsuaHy when 'people are in deep need, and 
of the Lord J'esus· ChrIst and 'knew !that He wa's the Son they need some particulaJ," help, their prayers are short 
of God. and to the ,point. I,t is a cry, it is 'a 'groan, it is some-

.ISo, my friends, you must· not make a strait-jacket for thing that .registers with God: immediately. 
peopl~ ~ho ~recoming .to '~hris~, and i~si'St,. tha~ they I' wonder when ~eday will come t~t, the' ehurch. wi'll 
come 1D preclse~r ?,our way. The Important. th~ng IS t~~ t groan "'by reason oC its- bonda'ge?" God has blessed us 
they come, for hIm th'at co~e'th to me I ,!lll m no WIse here in Jarvis Street with ten thousand blessings and 

· cast out". : If .only they wl'll_ pray, He wI'll hear them. we 'have very . very m'uch for whIch to tbe thankful. ' And 
"Who~?ev7shalJ call on the 'name of th~ Lord 'S'haH .!be yet if we co~Id see God.'s . picture of'W'h8it H~ wants' to I 

saved·. l- d.oes not even ap~ear .t~at .thIS. pe,!ple crl~d make of us,.if we could only get a"gJoimpse of the ,blessing 
to the Lor"iffl'rst of alJ. They sl'glh.ed, they '~led; and· theIr He stands .ready to pour out upon us' 'I t'hoink we should 
cry -came up unto 'God "'i?Y reason of the tbonda~e". all fal'l on our faces and groan 'becau-s~ we have 'mis'sed it. 
. Have you ever 'seen a wireless operator operating away When .thus we groan, the Lord will "hear"·our .. groanings. 
out in mid-ocean somewh'ere? You have heard .the crack-. . 

.. ling of the electTic cu-rrent' and have 'seen the spar'ks fly An~ He ,wlll rememll?er . .Israel n).ay have forgo~ten, I~~t 
as he manipu'lated the .instruments, Ibut you could not see God dId. not . .- They may have fo~gotten that ~d 'had sal~ 

· the message. You onty_ knew that those electric waves to Albra:ham m that ~orror of t~ICk da·rkness. T~ou ~h~lt. 
were sent. out into space. You 'Said to yourself, "They go to ;thy fat~ers·. I? p~ce; th!N sh~t b~ lb~rIed' m. a 
·are lost. N:o' one wil~ pidk t~em up." 'But another ship good ol? a·ge. ~u~ m the 'f?Ur-th. gen~rab~n th~~ shap 

· did ;piC'k' them up. When a vessel is sinking it simply come hIther agam. ~or t~e .m,lq~I~Y of the Amorltes 'is 
d, . t S ,0 ,S s"'gnal an'd another vessel attuned not yet f'll,lt· But when My ;bme 'shall come, and My hour . 

sen s ou an ... I , h II "k I '11 • .... I 1 I '11 11... 'th 
to Ulat d~1icate a'PParatus 'gets it, and is at its 'Side very s'a. 'strl' e, ,'WI· ;':'I:S'l:~ sr~e. WI. tu;mg em up 
shortly,. I love that picture, .~ . simply the cry of -need a'ga~n"out of Egypt. :'hey ~d forgotten l~." but He had 

· broadcast; nothing 'but a deep, agonized, cry for help .n~t . And God r~membere,~ hIS covenant WIth Albraham, 
f.rom somewhere. The cry went out - and it "came up WIth Isaac, and WIth Jacotb. 
unto God". . . .Are you not glad thatt :God.remembers what he .planned 

. - , 
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. (' . , . , 
to do with you wh'en He saved you? He has never changed 
His plan. He has never changed His purpose from. the 
day He Quickened us into newness of life Iby the- Holy 
Ghost. He stil'l'ha,s the same ideal before Him. He still 
soverei'gnly determines sqrnehow or another to conform 
us "to' the image of his Son, ,that he might !oe the fi,rst
born. among many brethren": We get our eyes on other 
things, and are inclined to forget it; but at last when we 
groan, God remembers His promises'. That is our 'guaran
tee of u1timate perfection. It is the' guarantee of' the 
ultimate triumph' of the indlividual believer and, of the 
blood-lbou'ght church of 'Christ, that our' God will not 
for-got the covenant He made with Abraham; with -Isaac, 
and with Jacoth, the Mediator o~ which ,-is our glorious. 
Lord Himself, for "he sai-th not, And to seeds, as of 
many; ibut as. of one, And of thy·seed, which is Christ". 
AU the promises are in Him. . 

"And God looked upon the children of Isra!'!l, and God 
had respect unto them." The chains were there; the task
masters' whips were there; the power of Pharaoh was 
stilI undiminished, and his determinati,on t~ effect hiR 
purposes in the lives of these slaves was the s'ame. But 

.~ God '·looked" upon the child'ren of Israel and "had re
spect unto them". His hour had, come, and He determined 
to deliver them. That is our hope. That is the hope of 
the chureh to-day. 

'l hope, dear frienc08, ·that we shaJ:I pray foor revival 
he:r;e, an increasing revival; and for ,revival everywhere. 
no not' ,too readily interpret What you hear from some 
pla'ce. Do nQ,t Ibe cynical albout it when you hear somehody 
admitting Iban~ptcy and,- trO,ulble. Oh, let me give you 
a verse. I had a1most for-gotten' it: "0 gin' tranks' unto 

, the 'Lord, for he is good: fo,r h'is merCy endureth for ever. 
Let the z:edeemed of 'the Lorosay. 80, whom he hath re
deemed from the hand of the enemy'; and'gafhered'them 
out of thli lands, ftom the ea'st, 'and from thl' wes't, from 
the north, and from the, south~' ,They wanrlered' in the 
wilderness 'in' a soUtary ,way; they found no city to dwell 
'in .. ' Hungry and. ;thirsty, t!h'eir s'Oul fainted 'in them" -
then' you find':'the 'story of reviv'al, and it 'is wrHten -
"then they cried unto the Lord in theil·troUble, ahd he 
deHvered them out of their distresses." Again and again 
thalt 'refrain is '.repeated. ' We have the Btory of those who 
go down to the sea in ships, that do ibuBiness in great 
wate.rs'; ":then they cry unto the Lord in their ~rou!ble. and 
he b'rin'geth them out of tiheir distresses.'" Read" th'E! 

, h~ndred and sevep.th Psa1m before you go to Ibed to
l]:ight, and, 'see, how the peOple go down, and down and 
down and· down, and then '''cry unto 1ih'e Lord" - and God 
comes to their help.' 

'Perhaps what you heard 8ibol.lt somebody.the other day, 
and that you w.ere, ready to repeaf ,wi'th a sneer, if you 
had'God's mind. you would s'ay, "Hush! Hush! I'can hear 
som~ody 'si'ghing 'il'Ome~here 'over their chains. I ca~ 
hear somebOdy crying' somewh~re because of ,their bond-' 
age. .I can, hear, some penitent spirit as' 'he bows and 
admits that he, is fi'g'hting a losing Ibattle,' and desires to, 
turn to th~ Lord." And who 'knows.'but that God's !'then" 
shall 'strike t Then they cry, ~ird He delivers them. ' 

"0 Thou 'tlhat he8ll"e8t prayer! 
, . Attend oor 'humble cry; 

And let Thy eervd..s share 
Thy-blesSiIllg from on 'hilgh: " 

We plead the ~ cd ftJ'~; 
GrfR!/t <I1!1 'l'hy !Hoi,. Spirit, 'Lcm!1 

"I.f e'ar:l1hly parents heM 
Their 'chiidren wlhen they cry; 

If ;they with love sincere,' , 
TheIr 'ehi:ldren'lS wants supply: 

iMuOh more wilt Thou-Thy l'ove display, 
And answer ,when Thy ohilm-en pray. 

'~Our ,heavenly Father Thou 
. We - chlldren of Thy Igr!i'Ce; 

Oh, 'leJt Thy 'Spirit ,nOlW 
Descend ,an~ fill ~e place;: 

-Thall; ali may feel the- heaveIl!ly flame, 
And 8111 unite to, praiise 'l'hy name." 

A Neglected Ministry 
During the past tW,el'Ve months THE GOSPEL WITNESS :I1a's 
ea'rried ,on 'a pro'gram of advel"ti~ing iJi ,selected papers. 
The ;response boa's been excellen;t 'and we have obtained 

, many new ,subscriibers'. PrOlba!bly many who read theRe 
words were reached in t'his way. We are aware however 
that we have not yet "scratched the surface" in this mat": 
ter and thwt hundreds of new friends could ibe 'reached if 
we adverUsed m~re extensively. At the same .time we 
could 'give a wider cireulat'ion to The Canadian Council 
of Churches-Whither Bound? Those :who have done any 
advertis'ing, however, aTe aware th'at 1t costs money. Al
ithough it eventuaUy paYB for itself, the initial- oiItlay is 
considera!bie. If a Dumiber (jf ou-r readers should f'eel led 
t9 help us financialily, we see n~ rea:son why we. Cou'ld 
not advertise on ,the church page of every daily in this 
country., So many write to teH 'Us that the !n1ni&try ~f 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS is greatly needeii.- 'Let us then 
exp~d oU'r borders! . 

The Doctrines of Grace, , 
We have riot yet advertised Dr. Shields' forthcoming 
book Il;>o.t have. mereiy mentio.ned i,ts ,publica'tion in 
several short notes in "THE GOSPEL WITNESS. De-' 
_E.p'ite our ,relative' silence,' numlbers of people have 
written to orner ,eopies.,of this vo'lume. - It app'ears 
therefore that this' fine ,presenta,tion of fundamen
.tal truths is going'to have'the wide distribution that 
it 'merits. Readers would he well advised to send in 
advance orders now. T.he cost for this 208 page 
book is onlY $2.50! One good friend, sent us $25.00 
fur one ,b06k and as'ked that the remaInder he us'ed 
iiI thepu'bHcation of Dr .. JShield;s' other :works. 

A Testimony " . ' , 
The church bul'letin of the 'Beac~m 'Baptist Church df 
Kans'as City, Missouri, ,recently c~me to OUT' notice. It is 
dated. April 24, 1955. T,he pas.tor of 'the church, C. E. 
Cloyd.. ~irites a's fol'lo~s in the pUiblica'tion': 

"'T'rilbute to Dr. T. T. Shields, of Jarvis .~treet Baptia:t 
Church, 'Toronto, ,Ca.nada, wlJ,o pa'Ssed aw.ay April 7th. 
~r. Shields was, in the'opinion of 'the :pa.stor; the.great
es't' preat:her on the ~merican continent. A funeral of, 
a--m'an of Dr. 'Shields' faithfu'lne-ss is alm,ost 'a joyous, 
occasron. We ought a:lw~ys' so. to live'that when oursUom
mons comeS our loved ones can sing 'the, song of victor.y 
over the bi.er. Dr. Shields was a 'great' blessing to' the 
pastor of tMs cho.reh-. I have read h'is sermons eVl;lry· week 
'for over 1~ years.. As I received -the news of his death'. 
I 'felt that I had lost a great friend althou.gh: I never' saw 
him in ,the fleSh. He exercised a 'great influence over' 
my Hfe th'rou,gh 'the mediu'm of th'e 'Printedpa:ge. ,A' 
prince a1!d a' great man has ·faBen this day 'in Israel." 

'.1 
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Rev. w. w. ·,Fleischer.' B.A., 
Re-ioins- Staff of Toronto 

Baptist Seminary 
UTE ARE most ihappy to announce that Rev. 'W, ·W. 

- W Fleischer, wh'O.for about eighteen years lectured in 
- the suibjects of Homiletics and lCh-urt!'h HIstory at 'Toronto 
Baptist Seminary, halS, at the hearty invita'tion of the 

,Trustees, rejoined our Faculty. -
Apart from any prospect of irela'ti'onship-to the Sem'in

ary, Mr. Fleischer, -in a p'ersonl:tl letter some weeks ago, 
issu~ the foUowing statement: 

. Dr. H. C. S'lade, " 
Toronto 'Ba.ptist SemiDa.ry, 
837 J IIIl"Vis St., Toronto 2. ' 
Dear Brobher Slade: 

Whltevale, Ontario 
September 16, 1955. 

·Had the opportunity rpll'esElDted itself before the passllllg of 
Dr. ,Shields I SHoUild like to have taken hi's hand and said 
s'O'mething like iJh'is -

- '''IIhank you for en:aJblillig me Ito see 'an~ 8ippreciate a 
form of Christianity rich in cultural, ~O'CtnlllaJ., and 
srpiJrirtuail va~ues. Thamk you for aJIlways 19iving me the 
pri\"ilege of disagreeilllg w-iilJh you on mabtel"s ofpa'licy. 
Please a'Ccept my ISincere Tegreits for affixing my name 
to a dOCUlment whe~y y'Our spirit was so grievously 
wou~d'ed. 

In say.i~g the above I desire omy to 'l"emove from my 
mind and coniSCience that wlhdch 'stands in the way of 
a cOimPlete rooonciMg,15.on." . '. 

I' know, Brolilier Sflad:e, itJh~t you wj.l[ a.ppredate Ithe albove 
word, inasmuCh as -it wHq hellp us to come closer to each other 
in the wOO'k of the Ki:nJgd'om. 

As the years pass on, and we maw nearer to the find con
sU?Dmatio~ of our eaT'th'liy pngrimaJ~e, :tJh'elre l8.l'e many, many' 
th'inlgs wfhIiJc'h 'we' h~ve done and saId m earlier ·yearlS which 
the ~a~r an~ more d1\sic.l'eet .. years IteI1 us 'Were unwisely, 'and 
unikmdily s'ald. St. AugustIn wrote ,many volumes d~'a:lin'g 
with the great spiritual' 'issues' of 'those times, ,but in his de~ 
dining years 'wrote his "Retrac'tations", wh'ich were de'signed 
for the puIipose of un!sayi~g many thing'S w'hlicih more mature 
thougihJt declared ,to Ibe WIl'Ong. I am not an Augustin, neither 

, am I a Sadnt alfter hi's style, huIt Ibelieve'me jjf I have !hurl 
or harimed anyone eOnBiciously or unCOnSciously I woul'd do 
aIIl'Ytihin'g to und'o 1fue darnaJge.. ' 

Blea'Se 'accept 1lhis woftI 'W'i:th the s[tliCere hope thad; under 
your ministry J'al'V'i's Streelt win blOsSO'm fortJh and ,beM" much 
fruit in t'he daY'S to cOme. 

YOU'l"S shiiCerely, 
W. W. '~EISCHER 

!While we reg~et exceedingly that Dr. Sh~elds' is not 
, here to receive this formal communica'tion our ,GOSPEL 

WITNESS, i"eaders an~ 'Seminaroy friend~s wHI he ~y to 
know that these 'sentIments of Mr. FleIscher were known 
to Dr. 'Shields s'ome months before h1s pa'ssing, and even 
at . that stlllge he welcomed t'he possihii'l'ty o'f \. Mr. 
Fleischer"s return to us. - " 

We wouId Ji'ke to think that Mr. Fleischer's fe~Iing,s are 
representative of a good many. - , 

Mr. Fleisch-er's coming back ,to the Semina~y w'ili be. 
a 'g!eat addition t~ the stl'ength of our Faculty. He has 
reslgn-ed. 'tlle pa~torate of the two churches with which 
he has had a·temporary arrangement. . , . 

~H. C. SLADE 

BOOK REVIEWS 
HALDANE ON ROMANS~Pu:blished by and olbtained from 

rrhe Sovere'i'gn 'Grace IBook Clut>, 413' S. E. F~rst 
!Street, Evansv.i'l:le, Ind. :: 

This verse by verse commentary which many b'elieve to 
!be the best e:lCposition on Romans,ever to be rpuibHshed has 
long been out of print, and is difficult to obtain. As 
mu~h 'as $25.00 i's 'ibeinlg ·o'ff~red for 'a second' hand copy 

,df this book. Th'e .sovereign Grace Book Club is repuib-
loishing tMs monumental- work in :liive wlumes in attrac
tive cl-oth bindiil'g. Ea'ch volume contains approximately 
150 ipalges. - T:he price is $2.00 per volume or $7.50 for 
the entire se't· when ordered at one tim'e. The firs't two 
\"O}umes covering ,the first seven chapters of Romans are 
now off the 'press. Every Bible student wi'll profit greatly 

, from the situdy of thi's cOImrlentary, and every minister, 
who does not have it, is not as rich as he ml'ght be. 

---C. D. COLE 
THE SIGN OF HIS COMING, by iI. C. Heffren, 64 p~a'ges. 

Here is another book on ;f;ih'e dO'etrine' of last things. ' 
It is written in a straigh't-'forward manner, is 'e'asy to 
'read, and can be il'ead at a single 8'itting. The author 
deallS with such interesting subjects ,as "The Great Tri:bu
lation", "The Seven'ty 'Weeks 'df Daniel", "The ,Rapture", 
and "'The Millennium". As' 'one read's this ibook .he is 
bound 'to be'impressed: ,th'at .the writer 'is making an 
honest· and aJble effort to present the truth on such 
pa's'sa'ges as Dan. 9 ;24; Ma'tt. 24; and Revelation .20, 
Wihether one ,i's a pre-; post-; or an A- he will .find help 
in this book. We l'ike it as we'lil a's an;y'thi-ng we have read 
on the matters discussed. ,-C. D. COLE 

A LETTER FROM REV. W. P .. NICHOJ~SON, 
NO-TED IRISH EVANGELIST 

Dear MJi'SB I.J.ind'Say: . 
M'any thanks for sending' UiS THE GOSPEL W'ITNE,S-s. It 

'amve'S regu'laI'ly. It is very k'i'lld of you to send it to U1S, 'and 
we sin'cerely a.pipreciate it. ~ . 

I LSee you are rpUlblishlj'nlg the' booklet The Devil's Mission 
o'f Aml1sements. I enclose $1.00... Please send us as many- as 
this amount wil~ pUTClhase. ,I re'nfem:ber wen ,when ,this bookJet 
was pulbl!iislhed 'in Great ,Brilta:in. -lot must Ibe ove'r fi~t'y yeaTS 
ago; WIh8lt a still' ,it k!iocked 'Up!, It ,was 'cussed and dis1!uS'sed. 
It was a 'great bleS'sinog to me as 'a young 'Christian. It was 
a very necessary me'ss'age then. How much more to-day, 

. When 'so maJl'lY Chure'hes' !lire becOming picture shows 'ana 
amusement !bureaux! God bless you people for publishing 'it, 
an~ gi¥iIllg-'it a-good Iboost by adlve,rltising. 

It d'S fine to hear aJbout 1lhegood 'Work lbei'l1'g ca1"l'ied on 
iUl t'he Churdh. 'May. you soon be '~n tpe throes of a real Bilble 
Holy GhOISt reviva:l! , ,_ 

''Wishi~g you God's very beSit every day; and all day long, 
and w-ilfu k!in~ rega,rds frOm Mrs. ,NiCholson and -, 

Yours reJSlpe'CltfUllly, . 
;' WM. P. 'NIIOHOIJSON 

SUNDAY IN)ARvI'S STREET 
'T,he :Sund-ay S:choo'l in Jarvis 'Street has ,shown ,a not

alole 'inc,rea'se in attendance. On September 25 there was 
aga'in Of 100 over the same ;Sunday o'f 1954. 'The wor-k
ers are anticipa,ting even greater increases and look for 
a ,spiritual harvest., 

Dr. 'Slade preached at both services on 'Sunday,. In tob-e' 
morning his subject was "Tne'Training of Youth"; ,in 
'the eve:qing he ,spoke on "The ,ero'ss". Two were bap
tized during the evening service. At -the communion serv
ice fol'lowing, 'ille ·'ev'en,in'g service the ',church received 
five new members. . 
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A 1D¢t1otional ,fub)J ilj 

~v~iati\tn 
CHAPTER SIXTBEN 

THE CONFEDERACY OF EVIL 

complish ibi-s evil purpose, and under what con'ditionsthose 
instruments will appem'. 

We do not ikn'Ow of a· better definition of sin !than that 
Revelation 13 of the apostle Peter: ."the :foolish. behaviour delivered iby 

THE whole of IScripture unfold's Ibe'fore us a div-ine con- your fathers" (1 Peter 1 :.18 litera'l). The reference is 
'federac'y of -,good; in the persons of the Father, the here not to "sins" ,but 'to "sin" that initial and perman

Son and the Holy Spirit, who 'Wor-k with one accord for ent ·~Ulbstitution of the)human ~jilI for the divine win, in 
the happiness of the ·Bride .. Now, the book o·f R!,!velation other words, that deification of tile natu,ral man. The 
underta.kes to reveal to us -the exi'stence of a ,Satanic seven Igreat u.nivers'al empires which have succeeded one 
counterfeit of t'hat ibeave;n'ly community.' a~other: Elgypt, Nineveh, Balbylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, , 

.To the Fath6r there c·orresponds the dragon or Satan • polit!c~l Rome, .~'li'gio';1's Rom~, ·have i~ turn s·erved that 
who is ·lit ·the ori'gin of all ev-i'l. To the Son, begotte~ perfIdIous ambItIOn WIth grea.t effectIveness. Each one 
of the Father" corresponds the first 'beast rising up out . of those !bal'eful ip~wers :has ~deavoured, to mainta.in in 
of the 'sea and, to whi~h tihe·dra'gon will ,give '''hi's power, man the HIusion that the only ideal of life consisted in 
and his seat, and 'great 'authority." To the Holy Spirit, being confollmed to the spidt 'Of 'this worM. 
proceeding ·but·of the Father and of the 'Son, iflhere cor- ISatan coulId not therefore fail to enrol· against Chris
responds the second ,beast com;jnlg up out of the earth, and tiandtyalI the successive regimes under whi~h it ,was ,to 
whi'~h, as a "false prophet", will exercise "all the power make its ·appearance and ~and. He thus incarnated 
of the first ,beast before him." To the Bride 'there cor- himseLf in the first Ibeast, using the imperial Rome as 
responds Babylon, the motl1er o'f harlots, des:crilbed ,in ·his instllumen't ag:alnst the people of '90d. He then in
the last ·pages of the book. T,he dragon is therefore an . carnated the fir-st -Ibeast in 'the second 'beast, causi·ng a 
anti-God; the fi,rst Ibeast an anti.,Chri'st; the second bea'st, p01itical ahsorption iby the ecclesiastieal Rome of what 
an anti-Spir.it; Babylon" an anti..:Bride. remained· of the people of God. 

Ukewis'e, the dTagon will exercise full author-ity, and 
act in a manner ca'lculated to 'create the impression that 
he is 'God,. "Wounded to death" as Jesus Ch'rist was,.tne 
f~·rst 'beast ,will also have, by a ki~d 'of l"eSul'rection, Us 
"deadly . wound 'healed". ICapalhl'e of ibavinlg "power to 
give life unto 'the imwge of the Ibeast, that the image of 
the !beast -should speak," the second beast wUI endeavour 
to countertbalance the action· of the Holy' Spiirt, who 
"takes the thdngs of Ohrist" to "convince the world of 
sin, ri'ghteousness, and judgment." 

Fi'nwlIy, and !by contrast, wherea's "iChri'st loved the 
chureh and gave himself 'for it; that he mi,ght sanctify 
and cleanse i,t, that he mig,ht present -it to h'ims'elf .a 
glorious chu·rCh" CEph. 5 :,25-27), the !beast ,will eventu
alily "hate the whore, 'and shall maJke her desolate and 
naked,and 'sha'll eat her fles·h, ann Iburn ·her with fire." 
(17:16). . 

.LeaVling for a Ilater study the elucidation of the "mys
tery" of BaJbylon, wh'ich wHI be dealt with at length ·in 
our 'study of the 'seventeenth a.nd ei'ghteenth chapters of 
Revelation, we shall now· endeavour to probe the thir
teenth chapter in order to discoVel' i'ts teaching concern
'ing the false trinity .which wi}'l oppose itself to the true 
one. 

'In our preceding s.tudy we '!oearn' several i,mportant 
thing·s ,with regal'ld to what the dragon is and wants. We 
shan now examine what instl'luments, he wHI u.se to ac-

Those preHiminary remal'lks "thus ibeing made, we shaU 
now come to -a commentary of our telCt. As· in ·the past, 
we S'halil devote our study to a wor-d. for word anaqysis of 
these "prophetical" pas·sages, so replete with facts, and 
so full of details. 

I. THE FIRST BEAST, RISING UP OUT OF 
THE SEA '(vv. 1-10) 

"And iJ stood. upon-the sand of the sea." 
Commentators are at var.iance concernin'g the identify

ing of "the one observing what will happen. Be it the 
apostle John or the d'ragon, the reference to the "sand of 
the sea" - a figuratj:ve eXlpreasion for mankind - as 
well a's ,the context, ·sh.ow that the 'thou:ght of J()hn him
self now goes back to :the ol'iigins of ·the moral -history of 
the peopies. 

"II saw 'a beast rise up out of "the sea, :having s·even 
heads and ten horns, and upon 'hi's horns ien crowns, and 
upon -his heads the names of iblasphemy." -

We 'know that, in prophetical ianguage, the sea sym
Iboliz·es the res'tIess, unru'l~ ·and unor,ganiz~ 'Dati'ons. The 
beast 'risi~g up out of it represents a political and moral 
sovereignty exercised over 'the whole ·of the then-'known 
world. 'Dhe ten horns symbolize its power, the s'even 
head,s its composite unity, and. the ten ddadepls its ·ascend
ency. The names of !blasphemy written on ·those heads 
prove that we have 'here a description '(if evil authorities· 
summoned.!by the "Iprince of thi's world". T,he fact that 
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--------------~------------------~----------~------~-------.~ 
the 'horns 'are more nu~erous than the heads; and wea:r .the Ibea'st?" In ·the midst of such seduction, the adroration 
the crowns, 'seems to imply tha:t, under the dO'minion of offered to the d'ragon and the Ibeast, can Ibe easily ex
the first beast, 'physical might wilI prepO'nderate over plained: "'The god of t~is world hath !blinded the minds 
Blkill. . of them which believe not, lest the li'ght O'.f the ,glorious 

"And the ibea'st which I saw was like unto a leopard, gospel of Ohrist, who is Ibhe ima'ge of God" ,s.hould shine 
and his feet were as the feet of a Ibear, and ~is'mouth unto them." (H Cor. 4:3-4). Consciously or hot; al'l men 
as the mouth of a lion." worsMp, either the true God, or His' counter'fe'its.· rrhe 

This descri,pti'on takes u's 'back to that· of the seventh wO'rth O'f 'a worshiip is therefore determined, not iby its 
chapter of Daniel. 'But while· Daniel has a vision of fervour, ibut hy its o'b·ject. ' , 
sepa·rate ·empi·res,. John maJkes' on'ly mention of certain "And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great 
features making ·part of a whole: the aspect of a 'leopard, things and b'lasphemies; and power vVa:s ·given unto him 
the 'feet O'f a bear, 'and the mO'uth of ,a ilion. Weare thus ' to' continue forty 'and two m·onths. And he opened his 
i'nclined'to think that John beholds, at the :beginning of mouth in hlas'phemy againsitGod, to blaspheme hds name, 
his new vision, the origIn of all the human empires men- a·nd 'his trubernacle, and, them that dwell in heaven." 
Honed a'bove, whO'Se main ,ch'aracter.istics were to he fin- The' three and a ha'lf yea.rs' dura:tion' of the Ibeast's 
aHy embodied in Rome. govemment refers to the sarrie length of- t:ime d'uring 

'Although those animals can he numbered, in a .way,· which, the ;people of 'God wilt witness to the truth and 
among the lea'st vile of wild, creatures,' their hlind in- sufier for it. While songs of praise win ascend, to the 
stincts pffer a ·S'triking' pictu.re of the natura'l man. 'The' throne from the Hps o'f those witnesses and ma,i'tyrs, whlile 

, ~'is'sion of ,the empire represented iby this compO'site, the things o'f 'heaveri wiU Ibe the ()Ibj~t of their yearnings, 
monsler wiI:1 ,therefore 'be twofutd: to ·give sa·tisfaction the natural man, wise in ;h!is own conceit, challenges the 
to' the flesh and to O'PPose itseLf to' the dominion of the ' powers whi'ch he dreads, and even curses aJII that which is 
spirit. , in heaven, O'r even here if it is 'in ,any way .rel'ated to th'e 
. "And the dra'gon gave him Ms' power, and hi's seat, true God. ' 
and grea·t authority.'" . , "And- it wa's' ,given unto 'him to make war with the 

,A'n invis'ilble domination' cif Satan ~'uld have saints; and to O'vercome them." 
jeopardized 'his desi'gns; whic:h could only be realize'd . , . 
through the medium of a ,grea:t visible power.' He wiN AlbIe to tur:n itself against God, then against the celes-
therefore' pur:pusely s'tand as it were on one side in tiaI ,beings, tJhe 'beast was 'commissioned. ,to piot itself 
order to leave room for an authority 'Of his 'own creation, a:gainst th~se who, in thios world, endeavO'ur tq liv'e' as 
which he will endow',with all the privHeges which ~re "not being of ,this world". It was :I;'Il-rther "given unto 
his, the throne included: We have here a repetition of him to overcome them": i,Ii other wo,rds, !i;t had the power 
the devil's attempt against the 'Son of God in the desert: to' ,cause 'their earthly abasement;, it could- even inflict 
"AU this power wi}!} I g~ve thee, and the glory of 'them: partial ,or' temPO'rary spil'lj.t~al defeats u'pon the C!hr'is
for that is delivered u.nto me; and to wh'omsoevel!' Lwm tians who woulld yield ,to the attra:etion of ,th'e' flesh. 
give it." (Luke 4: 6). ' . That PO'wer-too often 'Ilnsuspectedo--is therefore mO'st
, ,"And I sa:w. one of his heads as it were wounded to to:be dread~ed:~ ~hiIe a contimial wa:t'chfulness :is' here 
death; and his deadly wound was healed:' and an - the necessa·ry. 
world wondered after the !beast." _ ,_ , 'f And ..:power was given him ~ o.ver ,all kindreds,. and 

The victory of t~e Cros's ',inflicted' ~ death~wound upon 'tongues, and ,na~jons. .And all that dwell upon .the earth' 
Satan and upon his instruments. When the'tomb burRt shaH worship him, whose names:'are not written-in .the 
open, ,his head. was' rbruised. But, the divine .purpose was, book of life of the La:m;b slain 'f.rom the 'found'ation O'f 
too retard -the final puni's,hment, that Christ' may 'be the Vvorld." , 
preac~~d unto ,the 'end df the ea'rth, 'a:ild th~t His true 'T~e power of the ,beast is here manifested in a ,thiird 
peoPle may be manifested. During ,this long 'Period O'f way: it i's not any more, the ibla:sphemy against the· Lorp., 
waiting, the power of evil was fuBy res'tored, and t.he 'or the wl:!,r against His saints, :but- the total 'seductionof 

'IJien whose ilives were .. self-cen'tred enthusiasti'Cally pledged m:ankiIido. We -cannot ·theref.ore ,'Bee, -let us repeat it, in 
a-Itegiance to the' regime w~ich they though!t to be right, the Vlision of,the first Ib:east r.iSiilllg from the sea, a sym
Ibt:,cause it seemed the strongest. In t.he fourth 'cel'\tury, bolicaI"picture of the nOrii~n Empj.re,-on~y'. - Great inqeed 
thel'e was a new miraculous reviving 'of the beast when wa:s ·the h~stnity of its~ governlment toward true Chris
pa:ganized_ Christianity tl'liumphed wHhin the. Roman em- tianity; !but its influence and action were far from hav
pire, and when, under the protecti'On' of Constantine, it ing 'the s!!ope of what is here' des'criibed-! This first beast, ' 
as'sUlmed the reins of the imperial ·governlmeIi·t. T!his false in which all the character·isties o'f 'the spirit 'of this age 
Ghristianity Ibecame 'in its turn ,the object of an admiring are found, thus.'seem's"to be, not ,only an ·authority out-'
obedience throu·ghout the wh'Ole woi-Id. 'Therefore, 'dm:ing. ward'ly'man'i'fested, ,but'mainly a 'seductive force exercised, 
the present economy,' the true 'People of ,God wHI always' wi,fjh~n' the ;hearts of men. The exi'stence of the Latin 
suffer the anta:gonism of all human ,powers,' as we~l as Empire only fa'CiIoitated and favoured that seduction. Just 
o'f aH 'falsely so-called re'ligious organizations. . , as ·,the . Roman sta:~e cOnsfdei'ed' itself· as. infalli!bfe imd 

"And they ~orshi'Pped the dragon which gave. power irresi-l!Itilble, - th~. human hear~ is identically wise in its 
unto the beast,: and' they worshipped the beas't~ ,say'ing, . awn conceif EverYth'i~'g is 'p'ermij.ttEl~,·to it, and every-, 
Who is like unto the beast? whO' isa!ble to ma·ke war with ,thiil'g .must Yi.eld to' it,:, The seduced mankind worships 
him?" i·tself, /because it· has not unders'toad that ·its true ambi-

To the name :burne by the a,.rcha.nge'l Micliael,' meaniiJ:g : tion should have 'been the fellowship' of the crucified 
"Who is Ii'keull'to 'God?" is-oPP'osed the foollish 'cry: "Who' Sav·iour. 'That is. why. the safety offered ,by the "book 
is l'ike untO' the beast.?" To the defeat of Satan, only a·ble of -I·tfe" is pliindly rejected !by so ,m~ny hardened ·sinners. 
to give a dimin~shed power to his 'ins'trwment,is oppos'ed ""If. any ma:y have an ear, 'let him hea!!.' 'He that lead-

'. the Iblasphemous shout: "WhQ is alble to .make war with' eth ~nto ~a'I~tivi,ty s'hdl go into cap.tivity: 'he that kiHet~ 
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with the .sword mu.st !be .kil1ed with the sword. Here'is 
the patience and -the faith of the saints." 
\. lPatience, tha.t 1S, the capacity for suf.fering, and faith, 
that is tije aptitude for .true enjoyment,' must constitute' 
the twofold .tes-timony of the saints during the Christian 
dispensation. And their spiritual victories will be -of the 
same ·nature as those mentioned at the end; of each of the 
seven letters - which e~plains th'e repetition of "he that 
hath 'an ear". 

Our text emphasizes that ·the tria'Is of the people of 
God are inevitalble. Bu-t it also lays stress on the faot 
that the saints wiill :be sUstained by the assurance'that 
their adversaries will in ·thei·r turn suffer the same 
punishment 'as th~y will have inflicted on the innocent 
.ChrIstians. . 

II. THE SECOND BEAST, COMIN:G UP OUT 
_ OF THE EARTH (vv. 11-18) 

ITh.e role o'f the first beast being to ,give free scope to 
the natural"bents of fallen man, ·the second beast's goa'l 
wiH be .to consolida.te the 'iHusions of man thus seduced: 
it will ·give him a false feeling 'Of 'security by introducing 
Mm to' a counterfeit Christianity. Thus will be .com
pleted . this maleficient trinity of the false ·monotheistic 
relig.ions, whose .first two elements we 'have aIready 
studied in previous chapters: the apostate Judaism and 
the Mohalllmedan imposture. The second beast wHI 
therdore symlboHze ,the dif.ferent counterfei't manife8ta-:: 
tions of true Ch-risti'anity; pa'ganizing Romanism, official 
Greek, orthodoxy,. Romanizing worldly P~otestantism, 
modernism; and fraudulent rhli·giobs impostures. 

"And I beheld another !beast coming up out of the 
ear:th; an:ii.he had two horns Hke a lamlb, and he spa!ke 

d " . , as a ra~on. '." . 
, iT:he appearance of this, new crea1iure is distinctl'Y sub
sequent tothalt of .the first one. The latter had arisen 
albove unorganized· populations (out of ·the ·sea), aiming 
'at directing their coarse natura:l instinet 'toward blas
phemy.The fomner arose 81bove the ol"ganized nations (~lit 

. the earth), arid aJimS at directing toward error their 
more refined faculties. 
, Pas'sessing at once 'eertain features of the Lamb an4 

soone altl'liibutes df the dragon; that ·second beast is cap
able of offering i,ts seductions; 'but it is unaJble, 'by i.tself, 
.to impose them.. ' . 

"And he exerciseth 'all tJhe power of the first ·beast 
before him, and causetJhthe earth and, them which dwell 
therein ,to iWOl"Shiip the 'first !beast, .whose deadly wound 
was ib.ealed~" . , 

WroniJIly 'beIieving the hUiffian forces to be indestruct
i,b-Ie, . false Ohristianity .:has a'Iways relied upon them, 
wha'tever -they lIDay Ibe .:..... governments, or fue natu'ral, 
lreart itsel'f. And, 'in return, it has ,alway.s endeavou·red 
.to ·give them back whatever it took from them,. under 
the form -Of trilbute, 'Concessions, or favours. 

Thu'S has.papal Rome perfectly accep'ted< its union with 
the world; ·for such is tJhe meaning of the phrase, ",before 
the beast": it has' reference' to, an "int~matecolla!bora
tion". 'Thates'sen'tia'l fact 'is further empha:s:ized 'by ·the 
simultaneity of ,th'e'reigns of the Usur.per's main agents. 

"And he :doethgreat wonders, 'so th'at :he ma'keth fire 
come down'i'rom heaven 'On the earth ,in the, si'ght of men." 

'The"wonders" meIit~oned here may.have or, may n'ot 
have 'Ibeen' miracu'lo-us: ·they could at 'any rate deeply-im-' 
press "meti". 'Tlhus, we ca~ take tb.e expres'sion "fire 
frolm 'heaven" to refer, among, other thjngs, to all the 

threats 'aJ1.d an the ,per-secutions suffered by ,the true' be
lievers and exercised in the name of the Lord,. 

"And- d'e'Ceiveth them that dwell on the earth 'by the 
means of those mliracles which he had power to do in the 
sIght of the beast." , " 

Tihe mira~les' of ,tJhe false reUgion' have been clearly 
foretold !by Jesus Ohrist; the apostle ·Pau). also predicted 
them during the whole of the present econom'Y and es'pe
cially toward,s its close. Furtherm'Ore, on ·account of the 
permanent miracles constituted by the ,scriptures and the 
people of God, the ·genuine materia!l or physi'Ca, miracles 

, are !DO longer neces'sary to ·tl'lue' Ohristian'ity: -what a 
unique opportunity ·for the Enemy now ,to use the work
ing of mi'racles ,as an unrivalled 'means of seduction! 

'Those miracles were wrOu.ghi "in the sight of the 
beast", which means that not on'ly are the two b~&ts 

. coiltemporaries, Ibut that .the first will ,be','profited by the 
miracles of the second.' . 

",saying .to them that dwell on the earth, tha,t they . 
should make an lim age to the beast;' whiCh had the wound 
by a sword, and did Bve." . _ 

Among numerous ex.planations, we Slhall 'Choose the mos·t 
natural one: the second beast invited the inhabiters of 
the earth -to recognize in its own person a .prolongation 
of 'the ~ower from ·which j·t had issued. In like manner, 
the Roman ascendency W8JS :to ~as'& froiD the enfeebled 
emperors to the l'Ii'Sing papacy. ., . 

The danger wh:ich threatened the beast arisen from 
the se'a is here recalled;' we can -thus notice the skill of 
Satan who will lrs·.it were ·give an assistant to the fir&t 
rul'er, better 'adapted to the new conditions brought aJbout 
by ,the aavent o'f the gospel' 

"And he had· power to .give Hfe unto the image of the " 
-b'east, ,that the image -of the !beast should 'both --speaJk, 
and cause th1at as ,many as wou'ld not '\:VOI'shoip, the image 
of the beast should be killed." 

Those words seem' to. confi:mn our interpretation. A 
new ,power of a falsely. spiritual' natu:t:e, continues and. 
intensifies: -the 8:ction of the evil instincts 'in the hum~n 
heam, Iby 'givoing !it -a vis~ble master whose false teaching 
he wiH follow. 'That power alI'Ow8 the second beast to 
"te'acb" and to "condemn" ,thus considering all rejection 
o'i the 'spurious Chri-stianity as a capitaoJ offence. 
. "And ·he· caU'sethall, -both smadl and great, 'l'ich and 
poor,. free and !Qond, to receive "a mal"k ~n -their right hand 
or 'in their foreheads: and that no man 'might 'buy or 
sell, save he that had .the 'mark, or the na.me of the hea&t, 
or the number of his name:" , 1 

S'u'Ch sweeping authority, as is possessed by the heast, 
'implies that false IChrisfian'ity, in all i·ts-different mani
festati'Ons, and in aU tmmes and all places, 'is one ,- in its 
ori'g.in, its nature and' its efforts. Throu·ghout the' cen-

. turies, it bas !brought prosper.ity to its adherents, and 
hardships to its adversaries. This wid'espread action mQ'st , 
necess'arily 'i"esu,It in a co~ordinated' enterprise, as the 
'bilbl.ical teaching and experience confirm -it. After havinig 
to 'fight, not only against a reinal"kaibly or:ganized secular 
power, ,bu;t against the natural heart, true 'Christianity 
wiJIl have 'to fight aiai'nst the oqnited action of all the' 
elemen'ts constituting the counter:feit Ohristianity . .sUCD 
unity will' ,especially allow the latter. a possibmty of 
monopolizi.ng the spidtual provision of mankind. For 
the ;tendenoy of ·faIse Christianity !is to bring together 
Church and' 'State, the 'reJiogioU's and the secu'lar, t·he flesh 
and the s'pirit. ' 

'''~ere is ,wi~d~ni. Let him that hath understanping 

.' 

" 
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coun.t the nUmlber 'of the beast: for it ,is 'the number of 
a man; and bios number is six hund·red threescore and 
six." 

We are here facing one of 'the most' difficult prdblems 
in ali bilbIicaJl· interpreta'tion. We 'Sihail only recall th'e. 
main views of the interpreters. 

:According to 's'Qme commentators, the "mark of the 
beast" would not be a -symbol f'Or 'the evi'l w!>rks. (the 
m'ark on .the hand) .and the depraved mind (the' mark 
on 'iflhe forehead), but would, refer to a sign similar to 
the !brand ilJorn'e 'by 'slaves and's·oId,iers. Some thin'k 'that 

. thlis mal"k would nearly 'be 'the appendi'ng of·a cel"tain 
number throU'gh an ineffa:cealble 'proces's. 

Others take into consiideration. that !the Greek has n'O 
, special chara(!ters ,for ,the numbers, which are designat~d 
by ilettem' (a equals 1, b equals. 2, and· so on' ... ) Having 
no'ticed that 666 coU'ld" ibe approxiimate'ly written "X Z S", 
they ,point out that "X'.' and ",S" are the 'firs't and last 
letters of the 'W'Ol"d '~Christos", as well as its abbreviated 
fOlm, w.hereas, "Z", ,inser't'ed . between ·those letters, 'has 
in 'Greek the s:inu'Ous aspect of a .sel"pent, f'Qr whlioh it 
aJoso 'served as a symlbol. As false >Chri'stianity, 'repre
sented by the 'second beast, is 'a delusive mixture. of 
divine and !Satan~'C asp~cts, it would :r;:i'ghtly be symboIi
call'ly des'Cr.ilbed Iby 'tb'o'se ,three charac'ters, which woU'ld 
thus seem to be the "ilillIplber df a nam·e". , 

Others '.still manroge to I"econstiotu;te names whose fet
ters, added as ~U'mlbers, 'give ·a ,total 'of 666. 'Thus, IIlore 
or less ·modifying the spellings, they reC'onstituted ,the 
names of Nero, OaIi>guoJa, Mohammed, Luther,' Napol~on, 
and even that of :Generall Boulanger ...• They would 
cez;tain'ly find mimy others if they further s'tretched their 
imaginations. HoweVer, among those ~ames, there is 
one, and only 'one, ~'Lateinos", whiich, without any oritho
graphi'Cal mall'ipul'ati'Ons, gives a t'Otal of 666. There 
does not seem ':to >be any Imore"appropl'iate word than that 
on.e. For it perfectly designa'tes the "Latin" 'empire, 
repr:esen'ted !by thedil"st beast. 

A ,third explanation of the number 666 is oJiin'ked to the 
symbol'ical meaning of number 6. TMs is the 'number of 
man 'at hi,s ,bes't, whereas 7 expresses ,the petfecton of 
God. Whatever the human ef.forts may be, 'they will 
never attain to the d,ivine level. A -threef'Old ·repeti.ti"on 
of' 6 wouIdtherefore emphasize 'the utter inalb'ility of 
f.alse Chri-sti'an'i-ty 'in aU its attempts to supp'lant ·the true 
God. T.he a'Ction of the seduced sinners ('the hand) and 
their sC'hemes (lthe forehead) would: ibhus IDe doomed to 
bear the mar:k of -human impotency. 

As 'this distingui,shing Imark 'is conferred by the .reign
ing' poWer i,tself, -it 'is u-n'thinrka-ble that this power would 
make the chi'ld'ish mista1ke to consciously resort to a sym
bol whiC'h would Ibe unfavourable to those w.ho 'rece'ive it. 
On the other 'ha·nd,there is no ne'ed for a loi'teral append~ 
ing of this qua-si-'Universal brand, eS'Pecially when 'it would 
confli'ct with 10'gica'l, 'Practical, and aestheti'C C'onsidera
tions. 'T,heref.ore the iangu·a:ge is again here h~ghly 
figuralive. , . 

IIf so, we are 'led to conclude,that the rmal"k of the 'beast 
solely consi's'ts in an opp'ortiune con;fol"mity to the carnal .. 
spirit of the present age, just as the diVine seal or grace 
is placed upon those who are 'spiritually minded. . 

'The name "Lateinos" could, therefore refer t'O the 
spirit 'of this world iin its :hj'ghes-t degree of. carnality
and a'ssuming the gu'ise of.a 's'ort of nationa:liSlI,O, or rather 
of a proud. an'd jealous unive,rsal humanism, at once 

embracilllg the tem'Poral and reHgious interests of each 
and everyone and fiercel>y .threateni'D'g ·'the Slli'ghtest at-

, 'h tempt at non-confol'IIliioty. Thus, the Lord would, ere 
denounce the ,Sa·tanicaction 'successfully using the in
strumentality of 'the false mess'iah (X Z .S), and 'bringing 
aJbout the 'S'Phi,tual helples'sness 'Of manl~ind (666 and 
not 777). The three mos't plausiible meanings of th'e m'ark 
of the name of the beast would< !thus ibe linked to'gethel". 

As we give the :a!bove explanations, Ilet us note that 
time al'Cme will prove whether 'they are weH-founded. Thi's 
remark wiU also apply to any o'ther poinif;, whose obscure
ness may weH have been diVineiy purposed . 

The writer of the book of Revelation himself may have 
considered those thTee i'nterpretati'Ons -and others still 
- 'as ibein'g admiss'iible. For the ·ma.l"k cif 'the Ib'ea:st cou,ld 
eviden'tly refer at the same time to several things which 
c'Qmplement eacll other. . . 

.Whatever th'e ,merits or the teaching of the interpreta
tions may be, :it ii'S a sure fact tha't th'Ose who place them
selves under the sign of false Chris'tian'iif;y, iMB.yex.pect to 
have ,the ri'gh,t 'and privilege of '~buy,ing" and "selling". 
But those who have 'the Father's name written on their 
forehead,s are in possess,ion of the eternal privileges of
fered to ,the "redeemed". So 'that 'our earthly calling is 
reduced to a choice between two signs. OUT conclusion 
will therefore ibe tha't of ou.r preceding study: . 
'~CHO'OSE ~OU 'THI,S DAY WHOM YE WHJL SERVE!" 

-(Joshua 24 :15) 

THE FRUIT OF MODERNISM· 
'MANY Christians are. complacent aJbout t.h~ in.cre~s'ing 

menace of modermsm. They regard WIth mdI,ffer
ence attacks up'on the fai'th and feel that eV'a~gelicals 
should eo-operate with those' who deny ,the faith. Prdb
aibly they 'are not aware o'f''I;he real nature o'f this adver
sary of the gospel 'for many modernis'ts cleverly conceal! 
their ,real 'sentiments or vei'l them under .clever speech. 
Occasiomilly however some !bolder. (and more honest) in
d-ividt;al does da:re to express himself and the utterance: 
is appalling. In a recent It.C.CJC. newsl'etter, Dr. Oal'l 
McIntire quotes a letter from a C'Ongregationa-l minister 
in South Af,rica. Here is part of that epistle: . 

"Your publication does not really interest me, beeause of its 
apparent 'A,nti Bias', espeeialJy towards The World Council 
of Churches. . 

"Further i am not a 'fuitdamentalist'~ 
"It is my belief that if a man lives up to everything that 

he sincerely believes-ito be tme 8Illd right, there wiII be a 
place for him in God's 'Heaven; 'whether he be Plato, Ghandi 
or any other non;;Christian.. Ti!e Heaven that I,envisa,e 
will and must "include such men, If·the God I try to worship 
is the God of Love that Christ has taught us to believe is 
a Loving Heavenly Father •. He must have a place in His 
Heaven fo.· Abraham, for COnfucius,· 'BuMha, Mohammed, 
Moses, !Plato, Ghandi, and countless number of non-Christians. 
How can we be separated from those we really love 7 I 
love all GOOD men and women regardless of their religion
may I ~e more bold aAd say, perhaps so~e woul.d:be ,:At~eist 
wHl find himself in heaven too, because hIS qualIfIcatIon was 
a life of goodness, purity and love!' . 

'This is modernism arrived at ,its logical 'and inevitahle 
destination! . 

"We reverence ,the teaching. oft.'he prophets, and the 
Apoca'lypse, but for many o'f the professed- expounders 
of these inspired books we entert!lin another feeling." 

'. --lC. H. SPURGEON 
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AN ALARMING DEVELOPMENT I~ INDIA' 

BElCAU8-E' of the 'Ioo~'e relationship exj.&ti~,g ibetrw~en 
I-ndia 'and the remamder of the Commonwea'lth, the 

c'itizens of other Comm'Onwea:J.th countries have enjoyed 
special priWileges in 'their contact with ;the Indian 'govern-

'ment. The Governiment 'Of thait coun'try has recently 
announced however tha:t missionari"es from Common
wealth co~ntries wiiI no longer enjoy .thesebenefl.ts al
though all other IComlmonweal'th citizens will con'tinue 
in their pl'livi'leged position. 'In other -words, Oommon
wea'lth ciotizens are now of two classes: 'first class (non
mi'ssion'ar,ies), second class (mis's~ionaries). 

Will the 'governments of-Canada and, the o'ther Common
wealth C'Oun'tries countenance., this injustice? Can they 
sit idly iby wi,th'Out lif.ting the voice in pro'test against 
d,iscrimination against citizens -who 'go out a.s missionaries 
to Ind:ia?' Are 'We 'to as'sume that missiona·ries do not 
meri't the. ri'ghts thaot 'are aC'cord'ed to people in other 
rea}.ms of Hfe? . . 

JO'hnL. Dor~ey, the S'ecretary'Of the India ,Bihle Ohris
tian Council recently 'sent 'the fo"Jil'OWing 'letter to Bishop 
D. A. Thompson of ,the United Kingdom, Rev. D. S. F. 
Carlisle of N:ew Zealand, Rev. W. R. McEwen of Amster
dam and the Editor of THE GOSPEL WITNESS: . 

. Beloved in Christ, 
We are living in days when Satan is making unprecedented 

attacks of the Church. As all of you know the land of 
India to which we have been called has taken an 'attitude 
toward the work :of missions which makes it very difficult 
to know what the' future will hold for' any of us. Due to the 
forces at work h'ere of nationalism. resurgent Hinduism, and 

. Communist propaganda this 'attitude can be easily understood 
.in those who have no understanding .of the Truth as we know 
it in the ILord Jesus Christ. It is for such that the Lord 
prayed' "}1'ather, forgive them, for they know not w,hat they 
do." 

If this were ,the ,end of the international situation in re
gards to the Church' we could say, "What more can we ex
pect." However we are now living in days which fulfil 
Psalm 2-the rulers of t·he earth are taking council together 
against the Lord. The nations of the Commonwealth are 
involved and it is for this purpose that I write to you Bl'others 
specifically. . 

Within the next few days you will be receiving air mail a 
copy of the SepteJl!.ber issue of IDBLICAL WITNESS. Page 3 
I'eoproduces in full a letter from the Australian High Com
mission which is being sent to .all Australian e"itizens here 
in India who are missionaries informing them. that as mis
sionaries they will be treated differently from .other Aus
tralian citizens. This. letter could well have been written 
from any of your l8lllds. The serious point is not "that India 
h'as made the regulations aiming only at the missionary com
munity, but t'hat ,the ·Commonwealth nations - nominally 
Christian ..;- have accepted this discrimination against the 
ambassa.dors of Christ. No other Commonwealth citizens are 
involved in this arrangement - just missionaries. The acts 
of your nations th'erefor,e are even more wicked th8lll that of 
India. What IIndia has dorie in ignorance, not that she is 
without excuse, the Commonwealth nations have done with 
full knowledge.. I hope that the Lord will enable each' one 
of you to cryan alarm in. your own lands. Perhaps the Lord 
will yet grant jour lands time to Il'epent of such a national 
crime against the Lord of Hosts •. 

If there is any other. manner in which we can be of help. 
to you, please let us know and we will do everything in our 
power to help. Brethren, we need your prayers. We would 
love to hear from you. The ·Lord bless you in' your labors 
for Him. 

Yours in His Service. . 
JOHN L. DORSEY 

. iW e ,shall seek fur,ther information 'on .thi,s matter and 
trus't that th'e 'Government of the 'D'Ominion of Canada is 
merely unaware of the implica'tioD's of this move. 

.' 
WHEN PERSECUTORS ARE PERSECUTED 

HOW easy it. is for men 'to become iblind to their 'own 
: faults and at the same 'time to condemn ,those very 
sins in others. History records numerous ~instances of 
rblaody persecutorscampla'inin~g because they in their turn 
had become 'the victims of appres·sion. We ,thinK 'Of the 
blaek record of 'the' Roman Catholic Church and 'Yet in 
modern times while Rome cruelly persecutes p.rote'stants 

. in ,Colomb'ia, Spain, QUe!bec and I,taly, 'she indignantly 
protests the Communist persecu'tioflls in 'Central Europe 
and &ussia. 'Physician, heal thyseU! 

'Wi'thin recent years, too, we have read. with &or,row 
the 'story oJ the su!ffeI'lings of evangeli~als in 'Greece wnere 
they have heen the vic'tims of the powerfuil, entrenched 
Greek Orthodox IChurch .. The Toronto. Star of October'S 
ca·rries a story and tells of 'the persecution 'Of Greek 
Orthod'Ox people at "the hands of the 'Turks. Here is 'the 
story:~ 

BURN INSTANBUL CHURCHES, CHARGE WEST 
INDIFFERENT 

Archbishop Michael, head' of the Greek Orthodox Church in 
North a'nd South America, yesterday accused the Western 
world of being "extremely indifferent to the recent persecu
tion of the Greek Orthodox church in Turkey." 

Speaking at a banquet given in his honor by Toronto's Greek 
community the visiting .prelate said that 80 out of 85 Greek 
Orthodox churches were burned down by anti-Greek mobs 
in Istanbul a Ifew weeks ago, "but over 'here nobo~y seems 
to care." . 
. While a large .audience of Greek-Canadians ,sat in hushed 
silence the white-'haired archbishop said: "The press in Cm
ada and the United IStates acted in a most unusual way about 
the whole thing/' . 

"One ort·hodox priest was bumed alive, others were at
tacked, and thousands of Christian homes were burned down 
.by rioters," he declared, "but newspapers on this side of the 
ocean retnained\.quiet." . 

"Since it all happened iJn a country which is allied with 
the West, nobody took 'l1li1 interest," .he added with bitter 
irony. , 

Communist persecution against churches has been most 
inhuman and cruel, he stated, ,but the persecution by the 
Turks is just as cruel and inhuma'll. . . 

"When 'Communist mobs tore an arm off a religious statue 
in Hungary once the entire Westem press was up in arms," 
he asser~ed, "but not one paper has protested against the 
most recent mass desecration." 

The prelate then made a plea to Canadians and Americans 
of Greek origin or descent, "to help the unfortunate victims 
of the ull1ihuman attacks .a'gainst our church in Turkey." 

Archtbishop Michael expres·ses his surprise a,t the in
difference of the West to these cl'\le'l perse'Cu'tions. We 
do not want 'to 'seem. to justify this Turkis'h violence !but. 
'we -wonder what Archbishop Michael has dared to say 
albou,t his own Church's oppressive acts against evan
gelicals in Greece .. Furthermore, what has he said albouL· 
Roman 'Ga.th'OIic persecution of Protestants? We could 
hear ·hi's protest.s more easily ·if we knew that the Greek 
Or'thodox Church in ,the homeland had renouncE'd its past 
poiicy of force. . 

A Christian .regards all persecu'bion as wrong. Violence 
in the name of 'reJoi'gion is s'~amefu'l; when carried out 
in the name of the Christian religion it is ah'Ominaible. 

ANNUAL CONVENTION OF CONSERVATIVE 
REGULAR BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 

qCTOBER 18 - OCa'OBER 20, in 

JARVI'S '8TRE'IDT BkPTI'ST 'CHURCH, T:ORO~'TO 
PLAN TO ATTEND. 

" . 
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TORONTO BNP'NST. S'EIM'IN'.A:RY 
By Dr. C. D. Cole 

Septem1ber 29th, 1955 

THE MEANING AND EXCELLENCY OF FAITH' 
Hebrews 11 :1-3 

WE . HAVE in the section Ibefore us an un'fortunate 
chapter div'ision. Calvin says that whoever made 

this the beginning, of ,the eleventh 'Chapter 'unwisely d.is
jointed the 'contex't. The, writer has already stated that 
there is need of patience and this is ·the,major proposition 

· to !.be .proved. And for the proof of ,hi'S ,proposition he 
· quotes Haba·kkuk two four, "The just shatH live hy·faith". 

And he will prove from the defini,tion 'and description Q.f 
fait'h, and from examples of faith that faith -cannot he 
sepa'rat!!Q f.rom. pati'ence .. p'a:tience inheres 1n the very 
natu~e of faith. Patience is of ,the property of faith '80 

-that, you can no mo're separate fa!ith from patience than 
you can separa:te faith from itsel'f. So.in this' eleventh 
chapter tp.'e' writer takes us' into 'God"s hall of fame, as 
it were, and shows us the portrruits of the ancient s'aints 

· an-a 'in every' ca'se it is seen that they had persevering 
faith~ For' it Is written of them, "'These aU ~di'ed in 
faith." 

The Future' Tense of Salvation 
Now the !book 'of Hebrews .presents salvation in its 

finali,ty and completeness. Itapea'ks of salvation in the . 
sens'e of glorification: In this sense I!'alv'ation is a goal. 
fOor whi'Ch patience is needed to reach 1t. In Hebrews 
salvation i'B something to ·be waited for and tfuerefore i:t 
is a .matter 'or hope .. Many Ohristians have a contracted 
v.iew of sa:lvation.T,hey can on'ly think of salvation in 
the sense 'of juS:tifica:tion. But salvation is far more. than 
justification. Justifica·tion is the geginning of 'salvation. 
And justification is only one of the many 'blessings which 

. is ours under the New Covenant. Justice i's deliverance 
from '1!he -iruillt and ·the 'Penalty -of 'Sin. It is not de
liveran'Ce from a 'sinful natu,re. It is not deliverance from 
the depravity 'and, presence of 'sin. We have several steps 
in salvation g.iven us in Romans ei'ght twenty-nine and 
thirty. "For whOom- he d1d, foreknow, he also did ,pre
destina'te to Ibe conformed to 'the' image· of !his Son, that 
he miogh:t be the firstJbern among many brethren. More
over, whom he did predestinate, them Ihe 'also called: and 
whOm ,he called, them he also justified: ·and whom he 
justified, them he also glorified." Here we have salvation 
beginning in jus,ti'ficattion and endirilg in glor,ification.' 
There is a sense in whch salvation :jsreceved by instal
ments .. But there' must Ibe no thought 'that we have to 
pa'y for 'any of the instalmen'ts out of our own pockets. 
Ou,r' pockets are empty of what it takes to ,puI'C'hase salva
tion. Chtr.ist paid it all .and He paid it ,in cash. But 
salvation ,is not de'livered us in one lump, at a single time. 
In Romans jjhir'teen eleven we are told, "now is pur 'S'alva
tion nearer than when we believed~" This proves ,con
clusively'tha,t there is some '~ense . in which salvation is 
stHl future, a matter of .h~P~. :tQ the 'believer. Hebrews 
deal~ prima,rily with· the future a:spe'ct; -of salvation, when 
sa'lvation shaU be 'fuB and oomplete. This i's brou'ght out 
in many passageS' iIi the episitle. . 'In Hebrews two 'ten 
§alvation. is. 'represented as the work. of 'bringing many 
sons 'unto ,glory. In c-hapterone verse fourteen we' are told 
that the angels 'ar-e min:istering spi.rits sent forth to .min
ister to those 'who 'shall be, not -who are, heirs of salva-

I. tion. In ch,apter seven verse'twenty-five we read thai 
The Pe £ F ·th " ,Christ is aJble to save to the uttermos-t, or completely, 

," ., . , rseverance; .0, ~l' , . " all 'Who come unto 'God 'throu'gli' Mm seeing he ever live't'h 
. Someone :has' remarked that Hebrews' eleven is a se'rmon: to make irt'terees'sion fo·r them: - I~ chapter n'jne \rers'e· 

on Ha'balklmk, two four. 'T·his Iverse in HaJba'kkuk is twe"nty-ei'g'ht ,we find- that IOhrist !is c~)l1"':ing ·the second 
, quoted thr~e times 'in :the New Test.ament and W. Griffith time wi:thout sin unto sa'lvation. He 'is coming to bestow 
.. ThoII.Ias thinks with d;ifferent emphasi's in each case. In full and complete and glorious· B,alvation on them that 

Romans one e'joghteen~ the emphasis· is '(;U1 'righteousness .. ' look for Him. 18'0 th'ere is a very real 'sense jn 'Which 
~~,he righteous ,shalll live hy faith." In 'Galatians' three nobod,y: is. yet saved or ",HI "b'e saved until in the resur
eleven -the em~hasi's i's on fai!th. "The just tby faith sha~l recti on when Christ returns. .Nobody is completely saved' 
live." But in Heprews, 'the emp'has-i's, is on life. "The as long as ,he sit.ru'ggles against indweHing sin. Nobody 
j'ust shall live hy ofaith." ll!- RomaI}s and GalaH~ns it is is completely, sa,ved as long as 'he groans within hims'elf 
faith for justifiCation o·r fa-ith in its beginning. In waiting the adoption to wit: the redemption of the body. 
Heibre~s "it· is fai~h -in :j:ts progress and co~·summation.,· N()Ibody is' 'Completely sm,=ed as lc;lng as 'hois Ibody lies mou-Jd
Our s'a-Ivation began 'in faith and, ·it ,shall Ibe continued el'ling in the dust: Nobody hi completely s~ved until he 
and completed in f~ith. In ~~brews fait~ is. deal~ wi~h. is saved In '~pirii, a,.nd 'sou'l and body. Nobody is ifor'i- ' 
as that which en'rubles us· to retain the bless!ing- of justi-. ously saved' until ,he ,is saved, in, glory. iSa:lva'tion, is for 

, ,fication unto the end of- our earthly pitIgrimruge. 'Perse- ,the whole man. It. is not· a mere sa-Ivruging process .. , If' 
, verapce -in faith is evidence. that one'ha:s'!been born again. I may' 'anticipate a--ibit, in ch~'Pter eleven verse ,th'irity-
, :It i's evidence that he has the initial aspec'~ of faith. in nine we finc;l that ,all the Qld Tesiament saints from 

. , jus-tifica'tion.· In Hebrews three' six we 'are told, that Albel ,to the 'iast sufferer of' Old Tes!tament history ob
Christ is "·a son o't1er his own h~use; wh'Ose house are . taimid a ,good ,report through faith ,and yet received not 

· we" if we hold fast 'the confidence' and -the rejoicing of .the ~rom!ise. Some.,of them received many prom~ses, to 
the 'nope firm unto the end." And in the fourteenth 'be sure. But there wa,~ a' disltinct promlse' c~.l'led "the 
vel"8e~ "For we are made parta,kersof Christ if we bold promise" that no -believer has yet ret:eived. "The prom
the begoinning of our confiden'ce stedIa'st unto the ~nd.". is'e" throughout the epis'tle to. the Heibrews is the promise 

\. / 
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, of eternal .inheritanceafter the" l"esurrection. The Old 
'Testament saints believed God'·s word. about this ·promise 
and they.d:ied 'in faith without having received that which_ 
was promised. There is something 'be'tter .provided for 
us in ·giory that they without us ·ghould not !be made per
fect. ,Bel'ievers of Old, Testament tImes. and New '}'esta
ment believers are perfectly justified but there i& a 
fuller sense in which nobody ,has yet been perfected. This 
pel"fection wi'll be the common Ibles'sing 'of Iboth Old Testa
ment and: New Testament saInts when Chri'~ comes and 
·fashions these ·v.Hti !bodies of ours like unto flis ·glorious 

. Ibody; 'When all of us shall awake in His 'likeness and be 
satisfied. ' 

, II. 
The Meaning of Faith 

Now 1!he eleven'th chapter of HEfurews has two mam 
divi's-ions. The first is ,introductory and in three' verses 
.gives us the mea-ning and excellency of faith. 'The seCond 
division, the main bod,y of the c'hap't:er, gives us the 
achievements of faithl 'In ,the fir-st three verses fa'ith is 
d~scri'bed :in 'i'ts subjective exercise. 'In ,the ;rna'in part of 
the eha-pter we see 'fai:th in action. We see faith enabling 
men to' do and. to suffer and to obtain what they could 
not 'have done,and suffered a-nd obtained without fa'ith. 
We see faith .a·s a vi:tal Hv,ing pTinc'i.ple ,in 'human ·lives. 

Faith in Relation to the Future 
,Let us ponder now for a while this definition or 

descritption' of faJith as some tprefer to caU it. "Fai'th is 
the sulbstanc'e of things 'hoped for, the evidence 'Of things 
not ·seen." We ,fi'rst note that faith operates in two 
.realms, the·'realm of·the f.uture and the realm of the un
seen. I'll relation to 'the future .faith "gives substance to 
what is hoped· .for. 'The nreek word for suibstance has 
been variously transl-ated. 'The word means l'iteraHy "that 
which stands under". Faith 'is tha't whrfch 'stands under 
hope. .Faith i& the fQundation or prop of hope. Faith 
supports :hope. Faith keeps' 'hop~ aHve in the human· 
breast. Hope of itself may be thought of as a fai.r bu,t 
deli'cate nower which wiH 'lbe blasted 'by the frosts of 
adversity 'if -it is not protec'ted !by the strong hand' of 
fa-ith. .our 'hope :is' only as !brigM 'as o'ilr faith is strong. 
A weak faith means -a d·im hOpe. 'Some 'render it li'ke 
this,' "Faith is ~the a'ssurance of things hoped for." Others 
make it read, "Faith 'is .the confidenc~ of things hoped 
for." This 'same word- is translated: conf.idence in He-' 
!brews 'three "fourteen, "if we hold: the ib'eginnin;g of our 
confidence" -. that, is, our fai1!h - "sted'fast unto t.he 
end·... Faith. 'therefore, is the c.onfident eXtpectation of 
o!btaining what God h'as promised.. Hope ha·s nothing to 
rest u'pon hut faIth 'in what God promises. In Romans 
fOUT eighteen we read of Albraham ".who again-st hope 
believed -in hope, that· he mi'ght bee'ome the f·ather of 
many nation'S; according to that Which was s'po'ken, So 
shall thy' seed ·be."· .When Albra'ha,m was child'less with 
I,lohope in the 'law-s 'of nature, God Pointed 'h'im to the 
stars and promised_a seed to be Uke them for number. 
"'Who aga'inst ~ope believed in hope ... · Albraham loo'ked 
~t :the circumstances· !surrounding him and saw' no .hope 
of 'a child. Then he looked to IGod in faith and hoped for 
a 'posterity; "He staggered not "at the promise of God 
thro~gh unb~lief; but was stroog un faith, giv,ing 'glory 
to !God." If we wanlt to gi~e glory to God we must be 
strong in faith. . 
~O'W 'faith originates' hope to receive W'hatGcid has 

. promised. Some have· told us o'f certain plrpyri that have 

be~n unearthed- in E'gyipt on whi'ch this word- Itranslated 
substance is used in 'the !'Iense of title to property. OtI:ters 
think that 'it is used in the 'sense of an inventory. And 
they don't think ,much of the translation that "Faith is 
the title deed of things hoped for." .If I sn'QuId. question \ 
you'rC'laim to a ,piece of property you would naturally 
'ex:hi1bit the deed .'aDd that would· end the argument .. Now 
our faith Is the only proof, the on}.y title deed we have 
to a heavenJy iriheritance. Fa'ith makes 'God's 'promi'se 
so real and present that we rejoice even now in hope of 
the glory of God. 

Faith in Rel~tioi:t to the UnSeen 
'Now let us consider faith in relation to thing-s unseen. 

And ·here we.get. a -wider view of faIth. Things hoped, for 
a·re limi,ted to 'the things iaid up for us in heaven. Things 
hoped for are Iimited to that eternal hl'heritarice which is. 
incorrupti'b'Ie and· undefiled and. unfadin'g. But.things not 
seen include:all that is revealed as to the pa'st, the present 
and the future. Things unseen' take i.tJ. ":'alI' that is re
vealed in the .Word of God, a1bout ;God and crea.tion, aIbout 
salvation, a-bout heaven and 'hell, everything that is be
yond the tphysical senses to discover. Fadth operates in 
these two realms where nothing but ·fahh can enter. He 
who waits for s'ci.ence -to confirm what Good "say·s in His 
Word does not have faith. He does' not 'believe God. 
Someone' 'has ·saId, that fafth shuts the eyes to alI that is 
seen and 'opens the e~'rs' to all that 'God siy-s. -

Now there- are three effeCts of fa'ith set. forth here in 
the' tiirst three verses of Hebrews cleven. Fai1!h ,gives 
real'ity and sUlbstantiality to things which' the Wor-d of 
God wa,rrants us :to hope for. And second; faith makes 
a :believer approved of God. For Iby faith th'e eld'ers 
o'bta!ined a good report. Faith immorta'l:ized- their name 
in .8'cripture. Faith put their names in -God's "W'ho's 
Who?" Because of their f.aith ·God recor.ded' :their achieve
ments .. The third ·effect of faith" is that it makes a man 
understand things incredible to sense and reason. Faith 
is not ·irrational. F'aith is not opposed to kriowled·ge. 
Fait!h i's' not lbelieving 'something that we· know is not so! 
faith is''bel'ieving What God, says. And to believe what 
God says, 'is the most ration'al thing a ':person can do. " 

'It is "through faith .that we upderstand tEat the worlds 
were framed-Iby 'the word of Go~; so that th.ings which are .. 
seen were not made· of things which do appear." This 
senten'ce is' 'somewhat involved. But in short it ·means 
that we can 'know 'by faith that Ithis vast. universe of 
heauty and order was spoken into existen'ce ,by God with
out th'e use of any pre-e~isting ma-terials. Here is New 
Testament endorsement of the Genesis account of crea
ti-on. Mr. C. R Williams' translation is more of an inter
pretation, ·but I think his· trarislation of this verse gives 
the true meaning. He says, "·B\y. faith we understand " 
that the worlds were 'created, lbeautifully··co-ordinated and 
now .exiost at -God's cammand, .so th~t things' that we see 
d,id- not dev~lop out of mete matter." Now this vers'e not. 
only te'Hs us tha't. matter waS' created iby ,God but it als'O 
tells us that thi's matter wa's framed -into a universe of 
order and, symmetry, the universe as we see ·it today, by 
the word of God and not Iby any evolutionary prOces~. 
This verse refutes theistic evolution as well as' atheistic 
evolution. ,God 'spake and it was done. ·He s·aid, "LetH' 
be." And it was. . . . 

Now let us see if we can go down a ljttle deeper, ,stay 
down 'a little 'lon'ger ·and bring up something, and not -be . 
like the preacher.;of ·whom .it was lSa,id, that he could go 
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down deeper and stay down longer and come up drier 
than anYlbody else. Now we 'have seen the blessed results 
Of faith. We have seen 'how faith makes' real to the neart 
things which a're yet matters of hope. We have seen how 
faith Ibrought God's a'PProval of the saints. And we 'have 
seen how faith . gives 'lmowledge of things beyond human 
investigation and tfJhe ~each of reason. Now the ·.question 
is, what 'g.ives faith such a value? How can faith accom-
plish so much? . 

.. '111. 

. The Object of Faith 
Now to ,begin ·with, faith must have a person for its 

!ObjeCt. There can really be no 'faith in a thing, in a 
material object. If we speaik 'o-f faIth in a machine we 
either personify the machine or think of the man who 
made' it. Faith rests in a person. And if that person is 
:trU's'tworth,y faith is valualb'le. Mr. And·rew Fuller lWa·s 
once going !by 'horseback to fill· an appointment. There 
·had Ibeen~ 'recent ·rains and he ~ame to a swollen ·stream. 
He had' no way o'f imJowing how d'eep the water was and 
he hesitated aJbout urgoing the horse into 'the ·stream. But 
a farmer on the. other side. who was weH known to Mr. 
Ful'l~r 'had' just crossed the stream and, knew .its depth·s 
and seeing the hesitancy' and the anxiety of Mr. Fuller, 
he cried out to him: ",Come on, Mr. FuHer, it is not deep. 
You can malke it.'~ And, so Mr. Fli}ler said, "I'll go across 
on faith." But suppose that faImer had !been a liii'r, had 
lbeen untrustworthy. :SUlppose the waters had ,been 'too 
deep for the horse to ford. T·hen Mr. Fuller's faith 
would have resulted· in injury or mayibe 'loss o-f life. No,v 
rel'iogious and savi·ng. faith _ derives its value .from its 
oibje'ct. ,Jf the objec't is worthless then faith i's vain and 

. worthless. 'Faith ·has· no value in 'itself. Faith can ·be 
dangerous as weH as 'helpful. I need· legal counsel. But 
if 'I put 'my case into the hands of a s'hyster lawyer I 
might suffer ·loss. I need medical attention. But if I 
trust myself into the h·ands of a quack doctor I may 
become worse. . 

God the Object of Saving Faith 

16 :!31 in answer to the question of the jailer, "What must 
'I do to ,be saved?" Paul and ,Silas answered, "BeIieve on 
·the Lord J'esus IOhri'st, and thou s'halt !be saved, and' thy 
h'oU'se." Saving faith is 'sometimes said to Ibe in the gos
·pel bU't the ,gospel is how Ghrist died for our sins and was 
'bul'lied and rose a'gain ,the third day a'ccqrding to the 

. scriptures. When 'saving faith is in 'God it must 'be God 
who was in Ch-r,ist reconciling the world unto Himself. 
When faith 'is in !Christ it must !be the IChl'list of Crulvary. 
Not merely Chris-tas an example; '01' a' martyr, 0'1' a 
tea~her hu,t Christ as Redeemer from the curse of the law. 
'Christ as a hel'Pless mart~. is only a helples's Saviour. 
OhrIst as an example or teacher .merely would doom every 
man Ito everlasting deapai'r. I b~Heve .it was J. Gresham 
Machen who said that Chl'list did not, come to this world 
primari'loy to he 'something, or to say something, lbut to do 
something! He came to redeem sinners from ifihe curse 
of the holy law o'f ,God .. He came to ibe punished in the 
room and 'Place of sinners. He came to meet the demands 
of divine justice s'o that thos'c' whom justice ,would for
ever damn milght Ibe forever s'aved. ' 

Vain Faith 
Now in fi'rsif; Corinthians fifteenth chapter Paul tal·ks 

alb-out vain .faith and of !believing in ·vain. 'He said i-f 
Chri'st :be not raised, our faith 'is vain and .we are still in 
'Our sins. 'That.is to say, fa'ith :in a dead Ohrist woiild not 

. be 's'aving faith. Remember that faith ,gets its value from 
its object. Christ in the grave is n:o .saviour. His resur
rection is a part of the gospe'l'. ' It is upon a living Christ 
. that we pin 'our faiifih and 'our hope, who was dead but 
who is alive evermore. ,In Isaiah the forty-fourth 'chapter 
the prophet g.ives us' a p'idture' of idolatry. He follows 'the 
idolater into the forest where he cuts down a tree and 
cuts it up and with one part of the tree 'he !builds a fire 
and warms ,himself. With another part he kindles a fire 
and bakes ,his hread. And with the rest of it he makes a 
,god to tmst. And Isaiah 's'ays, "He feedetli on ashes: 
'a deceived 'heart 'hath tu·rned 'him aside, that he cannot 
deliver' his soul, nor 'say, Is 'there not a lie -in my right 
'hand?" The idolater may 'have, had ever 80 much faith 
in his god ibut it was a vain faith .. Va,in faith is not 
necessarily a wealk faith. Nor is strong faith necessarily 
savinlg faith. S~rong failth 'in a weaJ~ ·god ,is a vain faith. 
Weak fai,th in a mighty Saviour is 'savIng faith. Weare 
not saved Iby the strength of our faith. ,Ml the faith that 

. mul'titud'es have ofon1:ght is failJh in their faith. That's a 
vain 'faith. 'Faith must lay hol-d upon 'God if it ·save'S. 
Weare 'saved Iby the strength and wHlin'gness of a ' 
Saviour. Jesus Christ is both alble :and willing to save 
so that none ever comes to Hirp. in vain. Fi,or He said, 
"·him thlH cometh to me I will i'I), no wise 'ca'st out." 

Now saving faith must have ,God for its object. And' 
I want you to ,get tb.is if you don't 'get anything 'else I 
s'ay ton:i'ght. 'Saving faith .must have nothing s'hort of 
God 'for jis obje'ct. And Ood must s'peak concerning the' 
thin'g we n'eed'. He must give us a savin:g messa,ge. For 
faith cometh :by hea'riDlg,and hearing, by the word of 
God. ISaving faith must have God as Saviour ,for iis 
Object. 'To beloieve 'in ·God, as creator or law-giver. wHI 
not save. It 'must he 'God ,the Saviour that is to 'be the 
object of faith. 'This' leads to another question. What has 
'God done as 'a 'Saviour?The ans'wer is that 'He sent Hi'S 
Son to ~o the 'saving work. Still 'another question. What 

... has the ISon done, tQ s'ave sinners? And the answer to 'this Mr. Fearing in Pilgrim's Progress 
ibrings us to the IOros's where He put a·way s'in by the "In the second ,Part of Pilgrim's Progress there was ·a 
'sacr:ifoice of Himself to the ICross where'He bare our sins man 'known 'as Mr .. Fearing. Mr. Fearing ,was, a true 
in His .own !body on tilE; 1ree - to the Cros's where He '. Chri·stian. He had 'the 'root of the matter in him. But 
died 'the just for the unjust to -bring us to God - to the his fadth was weruk. And he didn't get much comfort ·out 
Cross where He was made to be sin for us that we might of -his religion. When he cBlme to the Inter.preter's House 
-be made ;the righteousness of God in Him. J eSllS Christ he was afraid. to 'go in and stayed O'Iliside until lie was 
'saves us by redeeming us from the curse of the law. So almost 'starved. But when he was finallly brought iIi he 
'in the New Testament s'avi-ng 'faith is sometimes sa,id to received a hearty welcome and Mr. 'Great Heart said of 
'be in :God. (John 5·:24): '''Veri'l~, verily, I say uri:to'you, that 'exp~rience, "I will say for my Lord that He was 
He that 'hear~t~,my word,. and ibelieveth on him that sent wond'eriuUy loving 'to ,him." But Mr. Fearing, in 'spite 
me, ,hath ev~rlastifllg Hfe, and shalll not come ,into con-._ of all encouragements that were .given h,im, went moan
demnation; but is ,passed from d'eath unto life." Saving· inglyon his way. And, when he ·was come to the Valley 
faith is ,sometimes said to '/be 'in J:esU's Ohrist. In' Acts of the Shad~w of 'Deaih he was so 'fearful that th'e Guide 

I' 
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was sure that he was going to lose him. And at last when 
he tame to t'h'e river wMch all' of 'us must cross ihe was 
ju'st sure he wou-ld 'be drowned. 'But Mr. Great Heart 
said that that ,river -was never so low as it WIlS :that day 
when Mr. ,Fearing had to cross ·it. So when Mr. -Great 
Heart toO'k his 'leave 'of :Mm he wi~'hed ·him :well and· a 
good ·reception albove. And 'Mr. Feal"inlg replied, "I shaa, 
I shaH." ·Mr. Fearin'g had a wea!k 'faith 'but he reached. 
Home at <last. But ~et us Ibe Hike Albraham who wa's' stron·g 
in faith, giVli'ng glory to God. 

'~Hoipe on, ;hope on, 0 troUbled !hem 
If doubts and fears o'e1"take thee, 
Rememher ~e Lord! ihath said, 

, He never wili forsake 'ilhee; 
Then murmur not, stH'llbear!thy lot, 
Nor yield to C8fl'e or Sorrow; 
Be sure 1ih~ clouds ·1ihat frown today 
Win break in snill.es toonorrow. 

'~Hope on, hOpe 0111, :bhougfh .dark and deep 
The liI'badowlg'aiIaler o'er thee; 
Be not dismayed; thy ISaviour holds 

_ The damp otf IUe !before thee; . 
And'iff He lWili Ibnat 1Jhou today 
Should'Bt tread iIlhe vale otf BOrrow; 
Be not af.raid, but trust am wait; 
The sun wiliJ. shine tomorrow; . 

'~HOp'e on, !ho~ on, go brave'ly fol'lt'h 
'llirough triaJ. and tein.ptaJtion, 
Directed 'by the. wortlh of truth, 
So fuU of consolation; 
There is a 'Cairo for every storm, 
A joy for every sor.row. 
A nig'bt ~ w'hlcl111he sou[ s!h'aU !Wake 
To ihail an end~eIS'S morrow." 

iTihank ·God for the gift of faith! And ~ay He be 
pleased to increase our faith ! 

. JDA . fJlDJ.UIfIJlA 1lRiuJJJAA. 
THE RUINED ~OTOGRAPH 

Johnny's mother' was d'ressilllg' .up, and he was greatly 
interested. Where was S'he 'going.? Why was s'he so ex
cited? He was wa!i'ting expectantly, and soon hea'rd', "Son, 
r want you to !be a ·good boy. [ am 'going out on speCial 
business, and I 'Wanif; you to promise 'to 'stay in the house 
and ilOdk af.ter your baJby 'sister. Win you be a good 
boy?" "Yes, Mum." "You reaily promise? You wnI not 
.go out till I return ?" Johnny nodded. 

His m'Other loo'ked a't the s'lee'ping baiby, and whisperin'g 
farewell to her little s'On, pulled on her gloves and wen't 
down th'e fronif; steps. Johnny climibed to ,the window to 
watch her. He was 'S'O interested by aU 'this mystery. 

. Where was 'she ,goin'g? Wi'thJris nose pressed against the 
win'dow he watched un:ti'l sh'e pass'ed from si'ght,; then he 
ran to the steps, and 'saw her disappeal'ing round the 
corner at the ib-ottom of th'e stree't. Th·is was very excit
in·g. Where was s'he ,going? Hurriediy he looked at h'is 
ibaJby sister, and ibelieving tih·at 'a1'1 would 'be weIl, he raJ} 
down the street - to see his mother entel'ing the· bii 
gateway of 'a large house. The boy felt he was a detective 
about .to ,solve a great mystery. He listened and 
heard voices. A strange man was saying some'thing, "and 
h'is mot'h'er's. w;})iispered reply suggested that she was 
fn'ghtened'. 'She was very quiet;. he would need. to ibe 
carefu'l, for 'there mi·ght 'be danger. He iOdked for a 
foothoI'd in the waH, and! slkilfuUy climibed and 'looked in'to 
the 'garden. His mo'ther was lrittin:g with her back to-

. ward hi-m, 'and in 'front of her was a man who crouched 
. beMnd a funny thing on ·le·gs. He ih:earo the man saying, 

." 

"Now," and an ominous dick followed. Then all icinds of 
wiId, thoughts 'f'lew 'through his' m'i'nd, and ,he balf ex
pec'ted his motJher to 'sinik to the Iground. Instead; she 
stood and shook hands wi'th the ·stranger. Wihen she 
turned toward :th'e Igate, Johnny dropped ,to the roadway 
and· ran as fast as he eQuId., to get round ,the corner ibe
fore 'his mo'ther reached 'the stree't. 'He was qu,ite breath
less when ;he reached hi's home, but by the time his 
mother arrived he 'had :fully recovered, and' was' sitting 
quietly !beside his baJby sister. 

"Well, J:ohnny, have you Ibeen a 'goo'd Iboy 'since I left?" 
"Yes, Mum." "You haven'·t been outside?·" ·"No, Mum." 
"'ATe you sure?" "Yes, Mum." She 'smiled, gave him a 
,kiss, and placed 'three new pennies into his band·. She 
said he could ikeep .the·se aH for 'hi-mself. The 'lad .Ioo'ked 
a't 'the new cO'ins. and 'his eyes spar>kled with deligiht---ihe 
had ,the Ihest mother in the world. He felt a little 'guilty 
because he had. deceived her, !but there was nO' need to 
worry albout it'. His !baJby sister was qui'te salfe, and no 
har.m had !been done. 

As :the days pas'sed by, his mother seemed 00 ibe ex
pecting 'a very speCial letter. w.h:en ~t 'arrived . she was 
excUed, and once again Johnny wondered what 'had hap
pened. He ·sa'w her ca·tefulIyremovi~·g the thin soft 
wrappings, and !behold, there lay the photographs. S'he 
studied them for a moment,' and: then siowly turne~ to 
the !boy. 'Most of the pictures she laid aside, but 'One 
remained. in h'er hand. Johnny looked at it, and saw his 
mother si'ttin:g on a chair in a beautiful. 'J{aro'en; she wa~ 
smart andsmHin'g. 'He looked 'into her face, !but his words 
died on his lips-she wasn't SIIIliIing-now. 

IShe seemed upset, and 8'gain he failed 'to understand 
her. 'She tumed ·round and a~ked, "Did you I"eal'ly stay 
with your balby sis'ter the other 'day?." "Yes, Mum." 
"And you didn't 'go 'Out at all?" "No', Mum." "Johnny, 

. you teU lies." "No, Mum." "But you do. 'LOok at tMs." 
She 'showed Mm 'the ·final photograph - and there, !be
hind the chair on which she was 'siltting, could be clearly 
seen a Httle boy looking ·over the wail Her fin'ger slid 
over the proof uniilit rested beneath the place where 
his eyes were peenn,g' into the ·garden, and she asked, 
"Isn't that you? You followed me to see,where I was go
ing. You climbed the walland looked into the garden just 
w.henthe '.gentleman ~a·s taking niy photograph. You 
naurghty 'little boy. ' You ,tell lies." And poor Johnny -was 
cres-tfallen. He ;had· discovered that the message of the 
B'ilble was true - "Be sure your s'ins will find you out." 

-Ivor Powell in Bible Windows 

THANKSGIVING RALLY 
~The chuTches in the WindsQr ·area wil'l- 'be ~staging a 

Than'ltsgiv.ing RalIIy on M:onday, October 10, 'in Firs't 
Baptist Church'in Essex. The' a~ternoon meeting wil'l ibe 
held at 2.30 p.m. and the evening meeting will eonvene 
at 7.30 p.m. 'Dhe 'SIPecial speaker for th'e day 'wiH Ihe 
Dr. C. D. ICole, Dean of Toronto Baptist !Seminary. Dr •. 
ICoie is no 'stranger to 'GOSPEL WITNESS ·readers who re
ceive s-piritual profit from his EngMsh Bible Course Lec
tures which appear weekly i'n ·these ;pages. AlII friends 
within dl"ivin,g d,is'tanee of Es'sex (whdch is--near Wind
sor) 'are ul"ged to proceed ,to this rally th.'at they might 
enjoy 'the ifel'lowsMp ·and inspiration o'f the day. ·The 
people 'of First 'Baptllrt 'Church have not forgotten that 
the Ibody too requires food and wi,th thait in mind they 
wi'll serve a fine supper 'in 'the \Sunday S'C11001 auditorium. 
Come, for all things are made ready! . 
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Bible School Lesson Outline \, 

6:7-9), an~ tihe bouIlltifu'l soul would receiYe mucll blelssiDig 
. ('P~v. 10:22; 11:24,25; Ezek. 34:26). 

(2) G~ t()lVes' ,lilie 'Willing, joyful, 'cheerfuil g1'Ver {Provo 
22:9; 'lsoa. 32:'8)." , 

Fourl'l~ Qua~er Lesson '3 October 16, 1955 (3) God is a!ble to ireW'a!ni the Hlberail ones ('Deut. 15:7..:11; 
______ ...... __ ,;.... ____ ~-------- Ps~. 1'1'2:9; Mail. 3:10). '£1he giviqJJg of aillms is one fOM (jf 

,Vol. ]9 

Ol.JVE L. CLARK., Ph.b. (Tar.) righteousness ('Deut. 24:'13; M'allt. 6:1).' . 
. (4)' 'God woU'l~receive 1lhe ,glory ,(2 Cor. 8:19), and ,thanks

CHRISTIAN GIVING-
g1v'N11g fu IHam 'Would 'arise !from the hearts of 1Jhe recipients 
(2 Cor. 1:11; 4:15), ll'OIt merel'Y·/because itihe:ir wants had been 

Lesson Text: 2 Cor'inlthians 8:1-'5; 9:6-1'5. supplied, but /because -.the ,gifts woul~ !be a itoken of the 
Golden. Text: "Every moo 'accordinlg p:s he ,puVpooseth in his obed1ience of the ,givers to ChiJ,'iJst, I8JIld of ifJhe'ia- love to their 

heaJrt, so :tet him 'give; not 'grudiginlgly, or Of neces'Sity: for feBO'W-men. . 
'God"l()lVetih a cheel"ful giver."-2 Corinthians 9:7-. (5) Tlhe donOrs IWO'Illd be 'assured! 0I:f the prayers a.nd ,love 

.. . . . . of thos'e Ito wilrom liliey contr.iJbuted. .-
I •. Christian GIVing ExemplIfied: 8:1-5. . (6) IGod 'WoU'ld not be a delbtor.to aJIly man, nor coU'ld any 
. The early Ohristians gl'adly shared one ~~her's bu~ens '. m8!l s'UI;p~S'8 mm 1n. g1ving. The 'grealt g;ift of' His Son to 
~Act.s 2:44; 45; RIoon. 1~:1; Gl!'I.6:2). At t~ bme th!l ~'amlts U'S Includes 'aU ~erlg'ilfobs ~ROIm. 8:'32). 
In J erus'adem were eXlper!enldin:g persecutIon and dlfflculty . 

. (Gal. 2:9. 10; 1 'l'he'S's. 2:14,15), 'and tihe A!postle PaU'1 ;had Oct. 10-Giveas S,::~:i:~t =:s., .. 1 'Ohrron. '29:10-16 
undertaken to ad'mil)ifster the funtls to be given foo:, theiT' Oct. l'l--Give Because Command'eld Ito Give .... 1 Tim. 6:11-21 
relief by rtJhe Genti~e Ch'risitia.ns (Acts 24:17; Rom. 15:2'5-28; Oet. 12-Give A.iCCO'l'dinig to OhrilSt's EX8IInI1p'le .... 2 'Co.r. 8:8-15 
1 'Oor. 16:1-4, 1.06). Titus and.two others were Bent to Corinth 
.to collerot money donaJted iby 'the Ohris'tians in that we~lth'y Oct. 1~vd,ng RelWard'ed .... , ... , ... ,." ...... , .... , ...... , .... Provo 11:24-31 
city, that it migiht be ready when the Apos'tile Paul arrived. Oct. 14-Girve Alii the ,Lord P~OSpers You :." ........ 1 Cor. 16:1-6 

We may do muCh ,Ito encourage one 'another to perfO'ml OlCt. 1'5-Gi<ve As Unto the Lord ............ , ...... , ......... ". Matit. 6:1-4 
good work's (lHeb. 10:24). 'I1he ApOS'lll.e 'Paul. commended to OCt. 16-Give Motivated 'By Love ....... " ........ : ...... 1 John 3:11-18' 
lilie Greeks the ,llilberla.lity of !the M8ICeci'onli'an rehurc!hes, the '. Suggested Hymns 
ch'ief df whidhw8!S at Ph!j~'ilppi ('Ph'il. 4:10, 15, 16), aJIld he Thr Hie mas.given for me. . 
a~so praised 1lhe 'generos'ity of the Greeks, wlhen speaking, ' BrIghtl'Y"beam!!! our FaIIilier"s mercy, 

.in Macecton!ia (2 Cor. 8:24; 9:2-.). -.' , Saviour! Thy dying"'love. ' 
The Chri'Bllii'an life is fun Of paradoxes. In tihe mids't of a Sow ~n tihe m01'llll;jjby seed .. 

· great ~3Il df··a:midffion rtihe M'acedonia'nB exhibited ,abundance. Rescue lilie !perishinig . 
. of joy 0('2 Coo:. 7:4; 1 Thess. 1:6), an~ in spite of their deep Slhining for J~s. 

povertytihey d'ispl'ayed the riclles' Of their aibera1ity (2 Cor. -----
· 6:10; Jas. 2:5). 

The wi'lilinlgness Of 1lhe M'aC'edon'ian'S to give .far exceeded 
· their aIbi1i1ty. SuCh rc:aJseS aTe COImpIaranrvely l'I8l'e,' but God 
~eaiSU'l'es ,gdits 8ICIC'ordinig to the de8'ites· of lilie heail't (verse 
12), and He .w:ui albuil~a.nJtly reward sacrifi'cial g'ivin1g (Luke 
21:1-:4) • .so' great 'Was the 'generosity df the ,M'aJCedonian be
lieverts liliat the ApO$'tle hesirtated to acce!l)t 1lheir g'ift. The 
servants of 'the Lord are 'sOmetimes elln:barrassed by amounts 
offered to them. ' . ' 
.}, Th~'offering CJ.f lilie eh'l1:OOhe's in MlWe'don!ia wEint beyond the 
Apostle's e~nB •. Three reasons for tiheir ~iberaB.'iIty are 
surggested: (1) The'rpeoople l:Had fimt gdven rthemselves to the 
Lord; ;1iliey I"eCOIgnizeid rtba't they were His ('Rom. 12: 1, 2). 
They bad 'given Him 'the great ,gHt -tihemselves, and they 
had no he'Sitaltion Ij;rr givinrg Him !bh.e 'le'S'ser 19ift - ;1ilieir,'meaos. 
Money representS rtihe time, 'S'trenrgth, aJb1li'ty and 'ta'ien:lis whicih 
God has firslt given' to U'S. When the spiritual Hie'" of the 
dhu,roh iIs ad; .h'igh tide; finanuad djificul'ties wilt !be ItriviaB.. 

(2) The Maced'OniiaJllEl had given themselves Ito lilie Apostle 
· Qy the wii[ of God. They' hald· confidence in 'Ilheir 'leader anld 

.g'lad'ly responded when. he. told them of tihe need of their 
Jewish brethren. De'Votion to Ithe LOl'd and ~oya1!ty to 1lhe 
loca'l work are /both essen'tioal. Ito ·the succeslSful prosecution 
of the clhU'lcll's task . .some ·Ohrlst..ians are generous in' ,re
sponse to appeails !for 'Work in rtihe far .regions, - yet fail to 
see their responsibmlty to s'Ulpport the lOeai cause. 

(3) Their 11lberality was as a ,gift df God'lil sovereign grace. 
(verse 7).: "We make lmownlto you Ithe rgra!Ce of God: which 
habh beenl 'given Ito ,lfue churehes, of Macedonia" (verse 1). 

. Se1f.i'lthn~, 00'1; 'generosity! is. 'Ilhe n:aturill qualitY (PMl. 2 :20; 
~ Tim. 3:2). The 'gift Oif.l~Deraliby is a desired 'gift; 'and i.t is 
also :a 'gifIt w'hich can be cultirvated· (verse 6; 1 Cor. 12:31) • 

• Tbe:IScrirptu.re !teachinlg on Clhriostian gW:ing 'is of ,tihe utmost. 
impor'taJIlce, but 'it ~s l:!ll1Pl'Y 'I\IeJ~lected. . 
, . The ·grace df the IlotP Jesus CbriSit.is set !before us as ofihe 
greatest exattnrple of 'gdving (verse 9). He gave Himself for 
us (Ma:tt. 8:20; Phil. 2:'6, 7;·1 Tim. '2:6). 'Wh.at have ,we given 
for Him? 'The rea:azwon of His condescendmg -love is ,lfue 
one great inc;enrti<ve to Christian Ubel"ality. 

II. Chrlstiarn Giving Encouraged: 9:6-15. ' 
'The .AJp~e 'Pl!-U~ eneoumged tJhe .. Christians to give Hber- . 

-aB.iy on the foUow'lnlg' ·groundls: (1) The law O!f caUISe and 
effect ()!Perates in 'the 'SpirituaB., as in ·the nlllturail .world. 
A/bund'ainlt.lIeeCi-sowillig wou~d: mean I8Jl abundanrt harvest (Gail. 

A COMMENT ON ARGENTINA 
IThing's have.ha:p.pened at a rapid rate in 'stormy ,Argen

tina. N ew-spa:pers, :both 's'ecula,r imd reli~ious, have tried 
to asses's the situation and have !been either pro- 'Or an:ti-' 
Peron. The Baptist Bible, Tribune 'Of Sep'tember '36' has 

.a profound comment which seems to ~sum, u·p th'e 'situation' 
well: . . 

IN ARGENTINA'TilE DEVIL HAS CAST OUT SATAN. 
'To whic:h we saY:"Ame~!": ' 

Three' Days 0.1" ,:Blessing I 
. . . 

October 18 - October 20. 
. .' 

J.wD .9JWd ~_ 
7""""Dr. G. B .. Vick, 'Pastor' of. Temple Baptist 

Church, Detroit. (Speaking on Sunday School 
work). . . 

-Dr. K. R. Kinney, Pasto/ First Baptist Chtirch, 
Johnson. ~ity, N.Y.' (President of American 
Council of Christian ClJ,urches) . 

Thrilling. stories of the establishment of new 
churches in the growing centers of population. 

For. the compl"te program of ·the Annual Convention of 
. the Conserva,r.ive Re'gular Bap.tist Association of ·Can

ada; watch the pages of co~ing' issues of "The Gospel 
W,i'lness"; 

..... 


