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·WHY DOE·S THE CH·URCH 
Of ROME ADVANCE? 

ONE of the a'rguments frequently used by the RDman 
CathDlic Olluroh in support of its fantastic claims 

ios that the Church has continued to -grow and expand 
from the day D( the.Jirst "Pope" Peter until the present 
hour. In a large Roman Cathedral we saw a char,t which 
illustrated the histo,ry 'Of 'Christendom in a graphical 
fDnTI. The emerge;nce of vhe various Protestant "sects" 
was traced 'and the c'hart showed that, despite these de­
fections, the Roman Cat'holic Church wa's sU'll numerically 

.... the str:ongest body. This 'argument is a po·werful one tD 

anYDne' w'h'O is nbt more .fully acquainted with all the 
accompanying considerations. NDthing succeeds like suc­
cess! The unthinking individual .wiH say-"~'ince the 
Ohurch D'f Rome has ex'perienced such a phenomenal 
g,rowth, then it must Ibe the ,true IOhurch." 'This is ex-
aetly what the plil'pal church wants us to think. . 

Let us Ibe careful that we. do not fall intD a trap at this 
pDint. The solitary fact of ·s·uccess does not carry with 

. it the guarantee that any movement or teaching ·is tru,e: 
- Succes's 'in a· wD'rk grDund'ed on the truth is a powerful 

confirmati'On tD, thDse in the wor.k but success in and 'Of 
its'elf dDes not n~essarily. mean that the m~vement is 
grounded 'On truth. If we do :concede tD the Romish 
argument then we must reason fu'rther- Oommunis~ is a 
muc'li newer system than Romanism· or evangelical Chris­
tianity; Communism has made sensatiDnal gains and now 
cDntrols more ,people; therefore Communism is t·rue. We 
might add that. evangelicals could be weIll advised to 
guard against this "succes's measuring stick" ·for the 
counting, of heads does not settle ,the truthfulness 'Of 
'any system or method. 

The measuring stick WhiC'h we must empIoy in all 
spiritual matters··is the Word of God. To the 'g,reat tri­
hunal 'Of Holy Writ we bring 'all teachip.gs 'and systems. 
If 'they are cDndoomed in that olight then we 'care nDt how 
success'ful they ·are for they are _unscriptural .and dDomed 
to failure. 

Still, the question ,remains - if the Churoh 'Of RDme is 
condemned in the li'ght 'Of the Word of God, how dD you 
acoount for its 'gains and its advance in Canada and else­
where? As we pondered this question, seyeral th'Oughts 
came tD our minds and we felt that there is nD one reaSDn 
that ·accounts for Rome's "suoces's".; rather several im­
portant 'factors make their contributiD:t;lS. 

The Very Nature of Roman Catholicism 

,SDme wili declare that RDmanism is not a superna.tural 
re'liogi'On. If by that, they mean that it 'is not· of 'GDd, 
we 'heartily coneu·r. We know however that Roman 
CathDlicism has an 'Origin 'Other than earthly. F,rom vhe 
WDrd of 'God and ·observatiDn, it is evident that this 
sy.;;tem had its Dri'gin neither in heaven nDr on earth­
it is rIght f.rom the ,pit 'Of !heltTh'is rend-ers it the more 
dangerous f'or it has the temporary and dubious benefit 
'Of the aid 'Of the ·ruler 'Of the. princes of this world. 
Furthermore its orl'ginator has cleverly presented' far 
the admiration 'Df menan attractive CDunterfe'it of true 
Christianity. Hence the Ohurch gives a lip service and 
a creedal acceptance to cert:ain tenets 'Of the faith but 
dis'tarts ·the simplicity 'which 'is in 'Christ. No one can 
satisfactorily explain' Rome's gaoins if its 'satanic origin 
is 'Overlooked. 

Its Appeal to ,the Carnal Mind 

Romani'sm appeals tD the natural man fDr it caters to 
al:I his des'ires 'and ma:kes the min'imum number 'Of de­
mands 'On him. F'rom 'Start to fini'sh it is calculated to 
appeal to ,the tastes of those whDare depraved. This 
can ,be easily understood: if we 'accept the faCt that 'Roman~ 
ism 'has its 'Origin in the 'pit of h·ell. '"The whole world is 
seated: 'in wickedlIles's" declares the RDman Catholic Douay 
version 'Of 1 John 5 :19. 8atan. appea'Is .to this· natural 
indination . of man and. presents for man'g acceptance a 
relig'iDn that ista'ilDr..:made for his enjDYment. 
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Need we further elaborate? Is it not perfectly'obvious 
that many of the services of the Ohurch of ,Rome which 
are Ibeautiful and solemn are calculated to appeal to the 
eye and the ear rather than to the ,soul? A,re the 'sacr~­
ments of Rome not calculated: to render assurance to men 
who have no 'real 'ground of a'SISurance?' Is the priesthood 
not a convenient system whereby the individua'l shifts his 
own spiritual responsiib'ilities and prOblems upon a fellow 
s-inner rather than upon the ~reat Sin 'Bearer? 

VIle have no difficulty in seeing that these factor,s 
ma:ke Rome to a:ppear,lbeautiful in the eyes of those who 

, are dwellers in the City of DestruCtion. This reli-glon 
merely confirms them in their sin and encourages them in 
their state of rebelHon a'gainst God. 

I. 

Rome's Insistence Upon Authority 
Men must have some sou,rce of authority. ,The 'great 

question of the hour in theological 'Circles i-s--What .is 
that final 'autharity?-:the B'ilbl,e, the Church,' the de­
praved mind, or a Pope? Rome answers.in no uncertain 
terms-,the Pope and the Ohurch! Wbile Rame thus 
a:nswers with confidence the ,great majority of Protes-

- tants s6-called mumble and, mutter and point men to no 
authority. Modern 'P,rotestantism has no infaUible Bible 
and 'no inf'a'lliible Christ. Every man i,s left to himself. 
In the midst of this ana'rehy the 'Voice of Rome is raifled 
and men are told' t'hat the Pope and' the Church providE,! , 
the needed a,uthority if mortals will only turn to them. 

We candidly,confess :that while we have no lIympathy 
with the Church of Rome, we have more real respec-t for 
her note of authority (false though it is) than we have 
for a multitude of "Protestant" d.ivines of the modern 
breed. In thi's age men are looking for \Something firm 
upon which they m'i'g'ht standi and 8'0 the Romish preten­
s-ions are emlbraced and ,taken at face value. 

How this consideration should roU'se believers! ' Let us 
cease .from specu'lation and ta!ke up the -Book with its 
infallible declarations and point men to its c~ntral Per­
sona'ge. Ro~e's 'growth should serve as an incentive to 
us to -go out to rescue men from the p'it of he'll and from 
the clutches of this diabolical system. 

COMMUNISM' HASN'T CHANGED - RELIGION 
STILL "THE OPIUM OF THE PEOPLE" 

.some modern preacilers 'and politicians would try to 
convince us 'that the Rus'sian !bear h,as -become domesti­
cated and even reli'gious! Appa'rently we are to ,forget 
all the IMa:sphemous utterance~ of CaInmunism, all its 
bloody deeds and !broken promises and: to 'believe that sud­
denly ICommun'ism is respectable. Wh'ile some western 
zeaIots are -busy tell'ing us of this change of heart, the 
Russian ICommuni·st secretary na's fOI'lgotten his lines and 

" in aSlhp.rt despatch in The Toronto Telegra~ of :Septem­
Iber 23 he 'is r!,!ported as giving 'the o:f.f.icial view of the 
Russian 'government toward all religion:-

'STILL ATHEISTS 
.... MOSCOW-Communist party seeretary Nikita Khrushchev 
said the Soviet Union can now tolerate religion because the 
power of the state !has grown so great. "But you must not 
draw the conclusion from this fact that Communism has 
chan,ged its point of view toward religion," he said. "We 
remain atheist and we do everything we can to liberate a 
certain part of the people from the opium attraction of 
religion Which stU! exists," 
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TELL YOUR CHILDREN HOW TO DIE 
"AU thy clJ.ildren shaH ,be taught of ,the 'Lorp.." 

-Isaiah 54: 13. 
A. dying son saId to his father, "Father, you gave me 

an education, and good manners, and everything that the 
world could do for me; ibut, .. father, you never told me how 
to die; ,and now my soul-is 'going out in the dal'kness." 

, " 
Oh, ye who have taught your children how to live, 'have 

you aIso tau'ght them 'how to die? Life here is not so 
impOl'tant as the 'great hereafter. It is not S'O much tlie 
few furlongs this side the 'grave as it is the unending 
leagues :beyond. 0 eternity! eternity! Thy 'locks' white 
with, the 'ages! Thy voice announcing 'stupendous des~ 
tiny! Thy arms :reaching across al'l the, past' and all the 
future! Thy heart .beating' with ra:ptures ,that never die, 
and a'gonies that never cease! 0 eternity! eternity! 

IGO home and erect a family altar. You may break down 
in Your 'prayer. But never, mind, God' will ,take what you 
mean, whether you' eJDPress' it intelli.gently or not. ,Bring 
aU your house into ,the ark. Is there one ,son whom you 

, have 'given u'p! Is he 'so dissipated that you have stopped-
, counselling and praying? Give him up? How dare you 

give him up? Did God, ever give thee up?, W:h'i1st thou, 
'hast a single articu'lation of speech left, cease not to 'pray 
for the return of that pro-dj'gal. He, ma,y even now iQe 
standing on' the -beach at Hong Kong or Madras, medi­
tating a return to his father's house. Give 'him up? 
Never Igive him up! Has {j(Jd· promt'sed to hear thy prayer 
only to mock thee ?, It i's not too late. ' 

JrALMAGE 

, , 

( 
, ~ 



,I • 

'. 

September 29, 1955 THE GOSPEL WITNESS and 'PRO"I"EST AN'lii' ADVOCATE (37]) 3 

Revival of a Carna~ Man 
A Sermon By Dr, T, T. Shields 

(,SEOOND IN A SE'RJIEiS ON REVIV APS OF THE B:DB"LEj 

Delivered in Jarvis Street B8Iptist Church, Toronto, Thursday Evening, October 31st, 1929 

(IS'teDlO~caUy Reported) 

"And Jacob was [eft alone; and fuere wrestled a man with him·unltilthe breaki·ng 
~b~ .' . 

"And When he saw that he iprevai~eId n'Ot 'again~ him, !he tourc!hed Ibhe h()ll:l'ow of hiis 
, thigh; and the !hollow of Jacob's tfuig1h was out of JOB, ~s !he '\V,restled with Mm. 

/" "And ihe swid', Let me 'go,. for ,the d'ay,break9th. And he swid, I wi'll not let !fJhee go, 
ex'Cept thou bles's me. . 

"And !he said' unto h'im,. Wlhat is :tihy name? And he said, J'acoib. 
"And 'he said, Thy name SlhaU 'be calJ:led no more Ja'Coib, but I'BTael: for as a prin'Ce 

hast Thou power with God and wHih men, and hast prevailed' . 
. "And J'aJcoib asked !him, and swid, Tel[ me, I pray thee, 'ilhy name. And ,he said, 

Wlherefore is it ifih!lJt tihou dost ask after my name? And he bleSiSed him there. . 
"And J acolb clIllled :tilie name 0If 'Iftle pl'8Ce Peni!!'l: for I ,have 'seen 'God face to fa'Ce, 

. and my life dB preserved." Gen. 32:24-'30. 

FOR our 'study thi,s evening ,we shall turn again to the 
Ibook of 'Genesis.' Last week we dbserved that even 

Albrailam, ,the father of all 'who ,believe, found some de­
tours on the road,' that he was turned aside from the path 
of strai'g'ht and 'continuous progress 'in !his spiritual life, 
and that he 'had :to ·come 'baC'k 'again out of E'gy'pt "unto 
the place where !his tent had: !been at the beg·inning, be­
tween 'Bethei and Hai; unto the place of the altar, which 
he Ihad made ·there 'at the first: and there Abraham 
called. on the name of the Lord." 

It is won:der·fully instructive to study these div'inely­
inspired !biographies of the children of IGod:. It is a 'great 
art to write the Hfe-story of any man, to set different 
incidents, and' different qualities of mind."in their proper 
relation, in 'tJheir proper proportion, and 'to be withal ab­
solutely tru:tJhful in one's representations of the character 
to be recorded. WIh'at is written in the Bible of different 
men of God; Is a record off'act: 'it is' 'a!bsolutely true to 

. their life's 'his·tory, and 'in that it differs from every­
other kiIld of ib'iO'gra:phy. 

II'sa-ac' was an entirely different character from Abra­
ham. He never rose to any very 'great heights - nor 
did 'he descend to any 'great depphs. He :pursued the 
even tenor of his way, accomplisJbing not a great deal, 
but fu'lfiUing his place in the pIan of God. T th'ink if you 
read Isaac'·s' ·record. you will find that "important as he 
was as a link in the divine chain, he owes his distinction 
ch'iefly, to the fact that Abraham was his father, and 
t'ha·t Jacob was his son. 

Jaco:b was a much more pronounced and positive char­
acter; and· JacO'b' had, as ou·r 'Proverlbial phrase puts it, 
".the defects of 'his qualities", the very 'qualities which 
made him great in 'some d'irections, made him somewhat 
d'iffieult to !'ive with ~n others. 

We used to /have a great musician here in this church. 
He really was a 'great musician, a 'great ieader. I have 
heard a .few, but I h'ave ~ever Iheard him ,surpassed. He 
was temperamental'ly a musician - he Was 'somewhat 
peppery. One had to 'be 'll nttle bit carefu'l what 'he said, 

.' I 

and how he conducted 'himself when this man was around. 
Yet Ihe was a ·great man, and for years I laboured: with 
him with the greatest joy, pl'aying ·that he mi'ght !have 
'a more spirituaI conception of ·things. But I remember 
once saying to 'some friends' who were !his eritic's, "'I have 

. I'ead that althou~h Vesuvius !has erupted a great many 
times, and the lava has rolled down its s'ides wi·ping out 
the villages ·that 'had. !been 'built there; ibut when ·the ~'ava 
-had passed the folks went bac:k and rebuilt their villa,ges 
ri~ht on the sIope of Vesuvius. They say that in tha't 
nei'ghboul'hoodthere is one of, the finest climates in t,he 
world. Well, if you want to live on the slopes of Vesuvius 
you must put up with the 'lava! And if you want to have 
a great mus'ician, sensitive in every pore, you must not 
come too close to him, :but leave 'him alone in nis ,glory!" 
That principle, 1 tJhinlk, 'i's 'at the base of ·that proverb'ial 
s·aying that a certain person has :the defects of his quali­
ties. And· so had Jacolb. 

"And JacO'b 'was left alone; and there w'restled a man 
wi,th him until the 'breaking of the day. And when he 
saw that 'he 'Prev'ailed 'not a'gainst him, he touohed tJhe 
hoHowof h'is tMgh; and the hoHow of Jacob's tihi-gh was 
out of joint, as he wrestled with him. And he 'said, Let 
me 'go, for the day hrea'keth. And he said, 1 .will not 
let ·1!hee 'go, except tJhou bless me. And he said unto him, 
What 'is thy name? And he said; J'acob. And he s'aid, Thy 
name sihall be caHed no more Jaco'b, ibut Israel: for as 
a prince Ihast thou power with :God and wit'll, men, and 
'hast prevailed. And J·acolb asked. ih'im, and' 'said, Tel'l me" 
1 pray thee, thy name. And he ·s:aid, Wherefol'e is it 
that thou dost ask after my name.? And, he ,blessed him 
there. And J acO'b called the na~e of the place Peniel: 
for I have seen God' face to faee, ·and my life is pre-
~"~~ . . 

'There is 'great encouragement for' most of us in the 
life-story of J·acO:b. 'I remember at the close of one of 
h'is great lectures ·a g·roup of minis~ers gathered about 
Dr. Russell 'Conwel'l, who was one of the gl;eatest men I 
have ever ·been :priv'i'leged to meet. One of them, rather 
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a pompous man, sa:id, "Dr. ConweH, how do you prepare 
your sermons when you have '!,I'O much to do ?"The -great 
preacher smiled and said, "Oh, I just feel ashamed of my-· 
self, -and go on.· ,I gain g,reat ,comfort and inspiration 
out of my sermon!\, for. if the Lord can Ibless my sermons 
He ,can ;bless anything." . If tibeLord can make a prince 
out of a man li!ke JacQb, then He can make a prince out 
o,f anybody; and there· is no reason why we should not 
aU fin·a Inspira'tion in ibis life's story. . ' 

1. 

was not always' truthful. In the N ew Te~talffient I read 
a pass'age like this: "Wlherefore putting away lying, 
spea'k every man truth with his nei,ghlbour." Suppos'ing 
I were 'to :borrow the phraseology. of some people, ,and 
add'ress a congregation after this fa's,Mon, "Quit your 
lying" - ,what 'would you say? You would think that 
was pretty 'rough wou'ld you not? It would' be, Ibut there 
is a possiibility of even the Lord's own people ,being griev­
ously 'wrongat this poInt. I have 'known a great many 
,people ,who were called Ohristians, whose word needed . 
. corroboration before it -coutd :be depended upon. And 
when J acolb came and· 'sai'd, "I am' thy son Esau", what 
did :he do? I heard a preacher very 'ingeniously trying to' 
eX'plain t~at Jacolb told the trut'h. But that will not do, 
my friend.s; I will tell you what Jacob did: he 'lied! There 
,is no use s'a'ying he did not; tlhat is what he did. He 
wa's JaCOib, not Esau ; and he deliberately deceived his 
father however God may hav.e overru'led it. 

Our chapter opens 'by tel:lil1'g us tha·t ·as JaCOIb went 
on ihis way the angels of GO'd met him. I SHOULD LIKE 
YOU TO LOOK A LITTLE AT THE RECORD OF THIS MAN WHOM 
THE .ANGELS MET ON THIS OCCASION. WHAT SORT OF MAN 
WAS HE? Let it be ,rememlbered till'at conversion is only 
tohe 'beginning ·of the Christian life; it marks our 'birth 
into the divine family. Alfter that" we muSit !'grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and· Saviour 
Jesus Christ". IConversion synchronizes ,with justi'fica- It is a good thing God overrules sometJhings, or we . 
Hon; it is ,an act of God instantaneously, exercised, when s'nould he in a tbad way, all of us .. That i's' one thing that 
the ri-ghteousness of ,Chris.t is 'imputed to the penitent the Lord' has' to tlrke out of us, if we 'are disposed to he 
sinner who bel!ieves. He is esteemed righteous for Ghrist's' careless in res'pec.t to ·the facts of a' case. I heard 'Of a. 
s'a,ke; he is complete, in Ohrist Willo is the Head of all certain professor whQ 'had a reputation for being ab~ 
principa'lities' and powers. Sanctification is the' word solutely truthful; ,he was 'ro careful fuat Ihe would, never 
used for vhe education of souls wh'ich begins with con- ma'ke a statement ·that could possibly 'be construed as 
version, and is never perfected un·til we 'are "presented other than the truth. H was a passion with him. 'Some 
faultless Ibefore ,the presence of this gl'Ory with exceed'ing of the students made up their minds that they would catch 
joy". As 'heHevers we oug!ht to ibe going 'on with God, their professor. One of them was to go and talk with 
growing up into tOhrist in all th!ings, learning someth'ing the profess'Or in his study,' and, ,then _another one was to 
of Him every day, putting off the old. man, putting on ,come to the outer door, and, as~ to see his fellow-student. 
the new, and becoming increasin.'gly confor.med to 'lfu.e Wh~le t'he professor went to the door, the student' inside 
image and l'ikeness of Christ. . who was supposed to be ta~kil1'g to the professor was to 

When a child, c'Omes 'into the family fatiher .and mother jump out of the window~ ISO the ,plan was alI laid. 'Student 
begin to 'p'I-an that Child's :future, and one of ,the ibi'g tas.ks number one came to see ·Ms teacher, and was shown into 
is to provide for his or her education, for the thorough -the pr?fessor's study. Wh'ile, they were enga:ged in con­
equipment for the w()rk in Hfe .that child. will have to do. versa bon someone came to tne outer do()r and knocked, 
We 'are chHdren ()f !God by virtue of our Ihirth from . a~d the profe~s'Or said, "Yo~ will please excuse me a 
albove !by the power of the 'Holy 'Ghost.· Be'ingchildren mInute, there I'S someone outSIde." He went to the outer 
of God, God has a 'great deal to do with us to bring us door and someone said, "Is Mr. Sowand~So with you, Pro­
up 'in, the proper way :-- and He has 'a great mapy fe3s'01'?" "Well," he said, "He was· j us~ a moment ago when 
awk~ard children. They are not all equally good-looking, I left t'he 'room." . 'Thus they failed to catch their pro-
nor are .they IrH equally 'good-tempered either! fess'Or.. . 
. I remember my father's telling me that ,as he was' going . That is a fine reputation for any man to have, when 

home from a business meeting 'Once ~e said to a feUow- . hilS word can atbsolutely be·depended upon. Jacoh's could 
official, "You know, I sometimes have d'ifficulty in be- not. And t~is story tens ~ow 'God dealt with Jacob to 
lieving that Mr. iSo-and-S'O, who was so awkward in the ta'ke that, among. other things, 'Out of h'i'm; and to ma:ke 
meeting to-night, knows very much albout the 'grace of h-im a truthful anq faithful servant of God. 
God." 'SaId the ,other man, "'Pastor, if you had known him ,Another characteristic of Jac9'b's was ·that :beyond all 
when I fi,rs-t Iknew Ihim; you would not think so. He 'is question he was an intensely: selfish man. If one con-

.Ibad enoU'gh now, 'but if you ,knew what ·the Lord had to trasts, on the natural plane, t'he characters of JaccYb and 
. do. with ,him in the beginn:ing, you would not t'hink that Es-au, I frankly confess, if I had, 'to live with either of 
now." I used to have a deacon t'O whom I pl'ayfully said them, I would rather live with Es'au than Jacolb. W'hen 
sometimes, "Deacon, I ,t'hi,n'k you 'are aU 'gold, . I t~inlk Isaac wanted savou,ry meat such as ihe loved, of whom d'id 
you are the real- thing - !but I think you are one of 'the he t~.in'k first of all? To whom did· he make his request? 
,~o~t aw'kwa'l'd, nuggets I ever saw 'in my life! 'T,he'stuff Not Jacob, but Es'au; Esau, who ~:p:alkes no reli'gious pro­
IS In you but· you 'are aU cornel'S and points, and iit 'is fes'sion at all, was the man who was' considerate of his 
difficult for anyone to live with you." And' yet he wa's a father. I have no doulbt he had shown the old man many 
man of God. kindnesses. I have no douibt he was a man who was 

:J'acoh ,:"as a man li'ke tha,t,' a.nd if divine grace could thOl:lghtful of other people, considerate of other people's 
trIUmph In the case of a man hike Jaco,b, then the Lord needs and desires. It was perfectly natural- therefore 
can do what H.e wiUs to do w!it~ us, th'Owever stiff and for Isaac to say to him, "You go and ma!ke me s'avou,ry 
stu'biborn and shffnroked we may Ibe. / mea·t such as I love." 

'If you 'go 'baCi~ in J'acob's ~eoord you wil'l find that· . There are some. professin~ Ghtistians, I 'grant you,' 
he was a very ,trwky sort 0t gentle"!,,,an, '~nd cou'ld even Who, in the ibeginning, ·suffer !by comparison with those 
Ibe, a~ I ,heal'd so~eone ,say, economlea~ ~lth the truth". who ma·ke no ,profession at aU. Jacob was a hard. !bar­
In other words, he was not always strarghtforward, he gain-driver. He knew how to loo'k after 'number one! 

I 
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He wa~' like a man to whom someone ,paid the doulbtfu'l 
compliment of saying -tha·t a Iguiding princi.ple of that 
man's life was that every element in ll'fe 'should 'pe made 
to contribute the greatest ·good to .t'he greatest number­
tJhe 'greatest numlber always being "number one"! 

There are people \\-'ho l'ive for themselves, and for them­
selves' alone. I have :known many ministers Hke that -
many minister,s, and, hundreds of professing ChristianR 
who 'seemed not to know what an unselfish action was. 'I 
travelled with two m'inisters once - I wm not tell you 
w,ho they were. 'One was SUlPPOSed to Ibe an orthodox 
man; and the other, well, he was ort!hodox then too, !but 
he 'got off 'a 'bit afterwards. But the orl!hodox man seemed 
to believe that the sun rose in tJhe morning especially for 
his Ibenefit, and t'hat·lit was engaged a:ll the day long in 
'lodking 'after this important man, that the stars came 
out at night to Ibid 'him welcome, 'and to loo'k after him! 
It was :the duty of everyone, everywhere he went, to 
remember ,that he was .present, and· to provide for 'him. 
He wa:s a great man. When preaching, I have heard him 
move literally thousands. But he alway·s Ibehaved Ihimself 
as though he expected all the thousands to spend all the'ir 
time looking after him. We travelled 'in England, these 
two men and. I,and "the one 'always had a rU'g t.o wrat> 
aJbout :the 'other. The unselfish irIan was 1'0 bhin that 
'you could abmost blow him away, while the other .man 
was pretty wen wr-apped up without 'any rug at all! ·1 
have seen 'him sit down in ·the corner of a railway car­
riage whi'le th~s other man would ta'ke a robe and wrap 
it all aJbout ihim, Hke a mother wrapping UP a bn·by. My 
lord would take it all with a smile, and .g'av, "You are 
too good to me." But he never o;bjected to it! He alv;ays . 
took it! . 

:There are p.grea!t many 'peop!e HIce thnt. ,Tac(ih 'liVed 
for JacOib. Did you ever hear of Jacob's giving anything 
a'way in those early days? If :there had Ibeen a church' 
col'lect'ion where Jacolb was a member, his beneficence 
would not have swelled it very much. I have 'known many 
orthodox people who were as !'ltingy as they were ortho­
dox! I know. 'some people Who gIory 'in the p'ospe!. Ihut 
they are l'ilke what some people say of the Scotch. that 
the reason the 'Scotch are 'so re'ligious is that reIi-gion is 
free ! Well, tJhey thin'k 'it is free! 

I ·knew a pastor who preached in ·a country church, 
who, one Sunday morning, made a desperate effort to 
get the ·people ·to 'contribu.te· to a m'issional'Y offering of 
some sort. When the 'service was over and they counted 
the offering, he met ·the deacons, 'a company of farmers. 
They were all well-to-do far-mers.Tlhey said, "Sorry, 
p.astor, -but we 'are a Httle short on that offering." '~How 
much?" "Well, not so ·very much, Ibut we are short. We 
took u,p an offering among ourselves a.fterward, and we 
are now just fifteen cents ·short." "Oh," 's'aid the Pastor, 
"I think I can ·malke that u'P." He had already given;il>ut 
he !handed' them out twenty-five or fifty cent.'!, I forget 
which it was .. "Oh," they said, "we sh·al'l not. need that 
amount; we shall ,be over our a'i.·m." So .they redistributed 
the Ibalanceamong themselves! . 

I was Vice-iChairman of the Home Mission Board 'of 
tfue Convention of 'Ontario and Quebec for some years, 
and it. seemed to me ztJhat haIf the members 'Of our 
churches were Jacobs! I 'do not Ibelieve ·there 'is Iblessing 
in .the li.fe of any man Who is stingy. That is one of the 
things that d1ivine ·g·race ought to take out of us. ""Dhere 
is tha·t scattereth," and yet increa'seth; and there 'is that 
withholdeth lIllore than -is meJt, but it tendeth to pov-

:I 
erty." J'acolb wa'S· ·tJhe type o'f man ·who would have made 
a good· Chair-man of 'a Finance Committee - to tell other 
people !how to do it, whi'le doing nothing 'himself. Never 
a thingd'id he do. If we let that spirit dominat.e u's, we 
can' expect that God- will ·have something to do with us 
before we get fJhroU'gh. 
- Jacob was a bit of a coward too. He did an un'brotherly 

th!ing with ihis Ibrother Esau, and 'then he ·ran away, and 
refused to face 't'heconsequences of hi·s trickery. There 
are a -great many of the Lor-d!'s' people who seem to have 
no ibaCikiboneat all, no Coura·ge of aTIly sorl. I think I 
have told you of ·what I said toa ibrother in my vestry. 
He.came to see me berore the First Avenue Convention. 
I sa'id, ·"'Brother SO-'and~So, you and. I have been friends 
for more than twenty years';' we know each other pretty 
well, do we not ?" "Yes." "'Well, I often wish you and 
I could take a trip tOigether, a ·kind· of vacation." "What 
for?" he enquired. I 's'aid, "I slhou'Jd l:i'ke to go to Roches­
ter." "W'hat do. you want to go there for?" "Well,' there 
is ·a famous cHnic there." "But you are' not sick, are 
you?" "No." "Well, I am not." "No, ibut I s'hould li'ke 
to take you there, and have ·bhem open u·p that pl·ace 'down 
your Iback where your ibacklbone ought to Ibe, to see if ,by 
any means they ... could put one in! You ·would ·be a mag· 
n'ificent fellow 'if only you had a l:ittle hit of moral cour­
age." And. so :he .s!hould. He is a s'Plep.doid fellow, ibut; ·as 
my friend. Dr. Norris wOlild· say, ,he has a potato vine 
where 'he ought to have a railroad iron. You can bend 
him; or do antyt'h!ing you lilke with him. 

Jacob. was anything ibut a heroic 'sp'irit when he .ran 
away from the consequences of ·h'is own untruthfulness 
and double dealing. But t'hi's chapter says that the ·angels 
o'f God met Jacob. He had had a good deal to do with 
the angels -'- 'Or at least his family 'had., for ·the angels 
had written ·his family history. And the angels 'are always 
roundabout God's .people: "He shall ,give 'h~s angels charge 
over thee'. to keep t'hee in ·all th¥ ways." Even when 
Jacob was going .away .from' !home he met the angels. It 
was Abraoham Who enterta'ined ailigels unawaore. It was 
:In "angel" who ·promised the coming of Isaac. When 
Albm'ham .had lUted up his hand to sla:y his son, it was 
an angel who said, "Lay not thine :hand upon tfue lad." 
Rebecca was brought to· Isaac Iby ·the ministry of the. 
angels, for you remember ·when Eliezer went away into 
the far country to f.ind a wife for' 'Isaac, he was rather 
afraid of the job. I never Iblamed him for that! He said, . 
"OIh, that .is a difficult -task." And .Albraham said, "The 
Lord· 'God of heaven, which took 'II~e from my father's 
house, and from the ~'and of my k'indred"and which. spoke 
unto me, and that sware unto me, saying, Unto thy seed 
will I give this 'land; he shalt send !his angellbefore thee." 
It was "the 'angel of the Lor-d" who went before Eliezer, 
and the angel of the 'Lord brought Rebecca to Isaac. 

. JacO'b's whole !h!istory was what 'it was Ibecause angels 
had always ministered. to 'Pi-m. 

If only we knew it, angels have ibeen aJbout ou·r 'houses, 
anda'bout our famiHes, ·these many years. 'If only we 

. could visualize these invi-si;b'le ministers .how thrilled we 
s'hould be to know we are never left alone! 

II. 
When Jacob was going away 'so meanly, gu'ilty of such 

'an un1brotherly act, as he. loay down on the ground that 
n!j.ght with 'a ·stone for a 'Pillow, he slept and dreamed a' 
dream, and in his dream 'he saw a "ladder set up on ·the 
eart'h, whose top reached to· heaven"; and he saw angel& 

, 
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ascending and descending upDn it. Then YDU ,remember' 
hDW JacOib 'IDDsened· up a little !bit when the angels carne 
to' him; he made 'a very. gener~s prDpDsal; ihe said, "Df 
alI 'vha:t thDu slh'alt 'Ig'ive me I will surely give the tenth 
untO' thee." Was t'hat nDt fine? It was as foal' 'as the 
pDDr man cDuld gO' just nDW, !but. we 'shall see hDW GOod 
will take ·the stinginess DUt Df h!im by and by. 
. There are SDme peDple whO' need· a special visit frDm 

the ange'ls in that.;particula~ because 1!hey have nDt given 
a tenth yet. M·any 'PeDple 'I;lre startled· with the idea ,Df . 
giving a tenth Df their incDme to' the LDrd. Well, if YDU 
do not, .YDU are ogu!Hty Df .rob!bery, that is all. YDU say, "I 
dO' nDt 'give a tenth," If you dO' nDt 'give a tenth, YDU 
are nDt even IhDnest with GDd. Tlhat is' the minimum; 
GDd 'has a ri'ght to' that. 'Tih'at is nDt 'giving: that 'is simply 

. paying what t'he LDrd required in the ancient times. And 
that is 'as far as Jacob !has gDne yet! 

Oh, I .... wislh SDme Dther peDple .could have dreams! I 
wish SDme Dther peDple cDuld ·see the ladder. We must 
put U'P SDme new buildings here to' make rQDm fDr Dur 
grDwing 'Sunday SdhDD'l, and 'I ,th'inlk ,we 'had ;better 'alI 
pray that everYDne may becDme a dreamer and 'see the 
angels, and ,be read,y '00 say, "I will ,give at least 'a tenth." 
If tih'is churCh were ~D give a tenth - nDW m~rk my 
wDrds - if the memlbers Df Jarv!is Street 'Ohurch wDuld 
simply !get 'as far as Jacob gDt when he said, "1 will ,give 
YDU a te.nth," if the memfbers Df Ja·rvis Street wDuld dO' 
that fDr one year, we CDuld, Ibuild the !biggest Sunday 
SChDDl equipment 'in ·the entire DOomin!iDn of Canada, and 
·have every dDIlar Df i·t paid, fDr !inside Df twelve mDnths. 
We talk aiODUt being -spiritual people, and IDD'king fDr 
spiritual Iblessing! My· dear friends, 'if the members of 
this (".burch wDuld, 'tithe, if they would 'give ·a tenth Df 
their !incDme to' the Lord, the Lord wDuld Dpen the win­
. dDWS Df heaven, and "give us sueh a !blessing tlhere "wDuld 
nDt !be rDDm enough to' cDntain W', / Then we eDuld use 
the tithe to' Ibu!i'ld a ,bi'g'ger place! SO' let us pray that the 
angel's will wake J aco!b U'P. . 

,And that 'Is nDt IgDing very far, YDU knDw. T·hat is Dnly 
the firs't step. A man has to' be hDnest lbefDre he can be 
generDus; and. every Dne Df us, I dO' nDt care -if YDur in­
CDme is DnIy Dne dDnar per week must be hDnest before 
we can 'be generDUS; and a tenth Df what we have belDnlgS 
to the LDrd. That is ,the arithmetic Df faitih, that n'inety 
cents will ·gD further t'han a dDliJar when GDd has been 
recognized in 'the tenth. 'Dhere is no dDUlbt albout it. NDW 
YDU pray over that. , 

WeB, Jacolb went Dn his way.. I slhall nDt aetain YDU 
by detail'ing ·the stDry Df 'his sojDurn 'in Paden-aram, and 
hIs rela'tionship with Lahan ; Ibut 'I will teN you he was a 
pretty dif.ficult gentleman. I think there are a great 
many people who are living with La!ban still, and whO' 
are up to' aB, kinds Df tr!idks. I SlhDUld nDt like to' s·ay 
they are not the ,peDple Df the LDrd, but they need a 'gDDd 
deal of d'rilling and disciplin'ing .. 

During the .time, perhaps twenty years or mDre, that 
Mr. Jacob was away, he got on. It is an evidence of 
~ivine grace' that God 'SobDUidi 'have cDndescended to bless 
a man SO' mean as JacDb, That is wha.t he was. He was 
a wretch, he really was, living for self, afways-I'iv'ing for 
h'imse'lf. But 'he 'had promised. -the Lord that he wDuld 
give a tenth, 'and the LDrd iblessed llim. The Lord has 
said, "PrDve me ~ow herewi'th, 's'aith t'he Lord Df ;hDStS 
if I will nDt open you. the windDws of 'heaven and PDU; 
YDU DUt a bles'sing, t'hat there Slhall not be rDom enDug.h 
tDrec,eive it." NDtw'ithstandiin'g 'all his defects, at that 

Dne pDint at least, J'aco'b tDD'k God: intO' 'P'artnersh:ip, and 
he said, "A tenth IbelDngs to the LDrd." And; you know 
how God blessed 'him. 'La!ban, I;lt.last said, "I 'have lea·rned 
by eXJperience that the LDrd h'atfili. hle's'sed me for thy 
salke." When JacDb's weaUh had !been gr'eatly multiplied 
GDd came to him again, andl tDJ:d 'him to gO' baClk Ihome. 
As he came on his' way the angels of GDd ,met ll~m. 

Let me pD'int out tibis Dne thing 'in contrast witth Esau. 
I tDld you ·that Esau was apparently a very Igenerous man, 
a kindly di'spositioned man naturally, a man whDse char- . 
acter wa's' a't· many ,poin:ts far mDre admiralble tob·an that 
of 'Jacob; But the New Testament describes Esau as a 
prDfane 'Person - which does not me'an ·that he used 
prDfan~ langua'ge, .'butrather tlhat ·there was no sacred 
enclDsure in h'i.os U.fe. Hi'S' h·eart was l!ike the 'ground out­
side Df 'the temple, acrDSS which any vagrant feet m'ight 

. wander: there wa's nO' place in Esau's Hfe reserved ·.for 
GDd. When you study 'his recDrd, YDU wiU find ·that Esau 
never built an altar; he never prayed; Ihe n'ever recog­
nized 'ODd 'at any time, ·anywhere. Esau did nDt know 

. an angel when he saw one. He never reco;gn'ized the 
spiritU'al at all.· He h'ad nO' commerce with the ~pi,iitual 
realm; he wa's of the earth', earthy. His world was 
bounded by Hme and 'sense, and 'he had nO' sense of- the' 
reality of s;piritualuhings.J·acob, in 'S'Pite Df aU his 
natural defects, ,had a place in his heart for GDd. J;acob 
had seen the O'Pen 'heaven, and he had· learned how to 
pray. Jacob h'ad ibu'iIt altars, and !had c'alled upon the 
name Df the Lord. W,hen t'heangels' came he saw them, 
and recDgn'izedi them. And" nDW, .a's he -is ,return'ing to' 
ES'au, when the angels Df 'GDd met him he said, "Ah, I 
knDw whO' they are: this is GDd's hDSt." 

We are all thronged with angels, w'ith heavenly minis­
ters.'f!hey are not always spiritual visitors in the sense 
th-atthese were; GDd may make a man an angel to YDU . 
BU't the difference between E'sau 'and .Tacolb is to be fDund 
in this, that if we, 'are .of Abraham's seed in the sense 
that Jacolb was, ,we shaH recDgn'ize the angelos. when they 
CDme; Have you an ear fDr :the 'heavenly mus'iC ?Listen : 
"Blessed is the people that knDW the joyful ,sDund." Do 
you know 'i't? When you hel:J,r the 'gD'spel, dO' YDU say, 
"My heart res'pDnds to' that"? 

I ·knDw a man 'WhD was P.astDr· Df St. James· Presby­
terian Church some years ago, early in my pastorate in 
Ja·rvis 'Street IOhurch. 'We were sitting in Massey Hall 

'Dne night when Dr. Chapman was preaching a 'glori01,l's 
gDspel sermDn. Tlhis' dear friend, Dr. RDberts'Dn, sat 
bes'ide me, ,with tears roUing down ·his ·cheeks. He was 
rejoking in the 'gDspel, and when it gDt to' Dne point he 
cDU'ld contain himself nO' longer. He said to me, "Give' me 
your hando". He gripped it and 'said, "By· t'he respDnse 
Df my 'SDul to that, 'I -knDw I am a ,Christian." 

Esau d'id! nDt 'know "the joyf~l sound", Ibut J'acob d-id. 
"My sheep hea,r my vD'ice". GDd's sheep 'sDmetime'S wan­
der f'ar away from Him; 'but if they are really His s'heep, 
when 'He calls, they recogn'ize His voice; they recognize 
His' word. Jacob returned - and· he prayed. 

LII. 
II must 'hasten, Jacob wa's' miU living pretty m~ch' on 

the carnal plane, 'and ,he ·said, '~I wiU pay E'sau off. I 
wil'l send hi~ gifts. He w'ill ~·ave it 'in 'fDr me: I am sure, 
fDr what I di'd ,to' him. I ShDUld 'h'ave :had it in f()r 'him 
if he 'had treatedl me that way." Jacolb sup,pDsed that 
Esau 'had !been nursing ,tihis' 'grud'ge through aU the yea'rs, 
so when he heard that Es'au wa's coming to' meet him 'he 
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divided hi,s company into ,two bands, 'and sent one out 
saying, "W'hen Esau my brother meeteth thee, and asketh 
thee, saying, Whose art ,thou? and whither goest thou? 
and whose are these before thee? Then thou shalt say, 
They, he thy servant Jacolb',s; 'it is a 'present 'sent unto my 
Lord Esau: 'and, hehold, also he is ',behind us. And so 
commanded he the second, and t)he thi,rd, and all that 
followed the droves, saying, On this manner shall ye s'peak 
unto Esau, when ye find him." 

'Tliere are many people who think other ·peop'le can ,be 
,bought. I do not know how many J acQibs we have had 

to deal with in the controversy we have had in the last 
few years. They thou1ght'rt"lhey had only to treat a man 
in a cel"tain way, to send him 'a present, and he would be 
sure to 'be 'good! They were 'after the present themsleves, 
and they could not understand why 'anyone else could not 
be Ibi-'iibed. If it was not""'''a ,present", 'it was a "O.D.", 
or something H'ke'that, anything ip. the world to bribe 
someone 'into an acceptance of their position. 

Jacob, filled'w.ith fear,ga-iihered his wives and his' 
ch'iIdren, and 'sent them over the brook----and J'acob was 
left alone. He had met angel's before, 'but it was hot 
an angel now. ""Dhere wrestled a man with him until 
the ibrewkinlg of the day." And I ·think that Man, Who 
was the Man, of all men, mus-t have 'said to J aco'b in 
effect, "Jacdb, these many years I have been waiting for 
this occasion,' and we are 'going to have it out to-night; 
we are 'goinlgto find 'Out whq is going to 'be master in 
your life. 'It is going to be 'settled I'i'glht h,ere and now 
before you meet with Esau." It does not say that Jacob 
wrestled with the man, bu,t "there wrestled a man with 
him until the brea'king of the day." If you are a Ohri's­
Uan, ,'if YQU are -genuinely the Lord.'s. He is going to 
have His way with you. l8-ometimes we may postpone the 
great deciosion for many ,a day, and many a year, but i:f 
we' are .really His, He is going to compel 'suhmission to 
.Hi,s ,rulle: "Whom the' LOl"dl :Ioveth he c'hasteneth, and 
scoul"geth every son whom he rece'iveth!' 

'Some' people have come to me and 'said, "W'ell, Pastor, 
I had been goinlg on more or les's carelessly, 'and then 
the Lord came to me, and 'I wanted to Iknow more of HIs , 
grace and power. I tried to m8!ke asurl"ender of myself 
to Him, and from that hour eveIWth'ing has gone wrong.!' 
Are you sur:prised at that 1 "There wrestled a man with 
him until -the hreaking of the day." IIf the Lord did not 
'love you, there would ,be no di'scip~ine in you,r life. It 
is the love of God ,that Ileads Him to bring us 'sometimes' 
under the rod, for if we are Igen'uinely His He will not let ' 
us ,go. I hold fast by the doctrine of eternal salvation, 
and when the IGood Shepherd sets out to fino His sheep, 
He ,finds them; and, hav.ing found ,them, He s'aves them; 
and; having saved them, He ,wiU keep ,them, so that He 
can say "'l'hose ,that thou gavest me I have kept, and 
none of them is lost. ' I have ,them everyone." 

IBut it means 'something to tbe one of the Lord's sheep. 
And, my 'bljother, hy application of the same 'principle, it 
means 'something for a ehurcl!. to be l'eal'ly ·the Lord's. 
"Why," somebod,y'says, "Look at 'such 'a church. There is 
no 'g08lpel ill the pulpit; there l's no consecration in 1Ihe 
pew; there is plenty of money in the treasury; they never 
have any difficulty at all. It ,seems as if they are car­
ried along on a wave of 'pros'peri,ty. I do not understand 
it." 'Sometbod,y here to-ni'ght representing SIOme little 
church 'somewhere says, "We have had aH sorts of diffi­
culties in our l'ittle Church. ,We have to almost live oli 
our knees all the time." The 'reason that o'ther church 

has no difficulties at all is that it i's 'being left alone. 
It is not the Lord's church. But i'f a company of people 
do rea-Ily love the Lord, and do' :r:ea:l>ly seek -to honour Him, 
we may ex-pect, as 'a church, to have H'is ,rod upon us; we 
may ex-PElct ,that just as Jacab was met by ,the angels of 
God, and' there stood a man across his path and said, 
"I h'ave got an old score -to settle 'with you," so may we 
ex-pectGod ·to 'deal with us. 'Do not let us be 'discouraged 
if sometimes things apparently go awry; it may tbe the 
grip 'of the Almighty Wrestler that has some other thing 
to ta'ke out of us in order to use- us' the more in His 
serv'ice, and for His gl()ry. 

"And when he saw that he prevailed not against h'im, 
he touched the hoHow of hli's ,thi'gh; and the hollow of 
J'acob's thigh was out of join,t, 'a's he wrestled with him." 
Poor Jacob became a cripple. 

Do you ,know that to command God, in the sense that 
some of our modest friends would 'teach us, is utterly 
unscriptural1 8-omelbody says, '~It is your privilege to 
have a -whole' bod~. Now then, demand 'it. Command God. 
H,ere i's a promise, you can 'see exacUy what it means. 
Send in your order, 'and, say, 'We give no, 'authority to 
su!bstitute; we ,will ,have that or nothing. We mu'st have 
the !blessing of God.'." That is not tbespiritof prayers: 
that 'is the very antithesis of preva:iling prayer. "He saw 
that :he 'prevailed not against him". And Jacob wrestled 
with Him until the Almi'gthty"s finger ,touched his thigh, 
and 'all ,the wrestling was talken out of Ihim, and he, could 
wrestle no more. ./ 

tThe Anlgel, who was none other 'than the Angel of the 
Covenant,' an Old Testament manifestation of our glori­
ous Lord Himself, said, "Let me 'go, for the day 'break­
eth". And: the day does'tbrea'k when the Lord·has had His 
wwy with us. . 

"And he ·said; I wiltl not let ·thee go, except thou hless 
me." How does 'a 'little hoy get that cookie out of the 
pantry? How does he .'get it 1, By coming up like the lord 
of creation and saying, "I want it" 1 No; he just holds 
on 'to mother"s S'kirts, and says, "Mama, please." H~ 
s'imply says, "Please" - and; he gets it. What the 
wrestl'ing J acobcould not do, the clinging J acoib aC'com- ' 
pH·shed. "I wiN not let thee go, except thou 'bless me. 
You have taken all ,the wrestling out o~ me, 1 can wrestle 
no more; but I can cling." 

"Notihilllg 'in my hands I ibring, 
Simpiy to Tohy eros's I cling." 

The Angel said, "What ,is ,thy name 1" You must be 
prepared to have questions ask~d, and tbe prepared to 
a,nswer them when you as;k for a 'bles-sing. "Wihat is thy 
p.ame?" "'J'acdb. ISupplanter! I am well named! If there 
is 'any doulbt about ft, please ask Esau. We win tell: you! 
And .if his testimony is not enQug'h, -go 'and ask Laiban, 
a;nd he w'ill tell you!" Ask anyone that ever had anything 
to do with J'acoib, and he will tell you that Jacob had the 
faculty of 'gettinlg in some one else!s way-'and getting 

__ there first! 'He 'h'ad a facul;ty for su'pplanting someone 
'a'll the time. Did you ever' see peopl.e Hike that 1 They 
always "get there first". If there is a bar,ga'in-day down­
town they are rigM up a'gains-t 'f{he door, and as' soon as 
the do()r is' opened in they go - when someone else comes 
the1bargain is gone. "Jacolb!" 

When you come to God for a blessing you had better 
,bring the record of your iife and say, "It does not make 
good; reading, but the pages are alI open." Jacab turned 
over the pages; year after year; J'ac<Yb! J acdb! J acdb ! 
The same old Jacdb; 'he 'h'ad made no 'progress at all. And 
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l;h~ Angel eaid, "I wil:l ,give you an'Clther name. 'Thy name 
shall be called no more J a co1b , 'but IS'rael: for as a prince 
hast thou power .withGod and with men, and hast pre­
vailed." 

,So 'you 'see, we can lose that old name and become 
"Israel" at last Iby God's ·grace. The way to have power 
with men is first to have power with 'God. We must plead 
with 'God 'for men' before we plead 'with men for God. 
If we are to 'hav.e ,power on ea,rtih, we must first of all 
have power in heaven. 

,Then Jacob turned the taMes 'and' said, "'Tell me, I 
pray -thee, thy name." And the Angel said" "Wherefore 
i's it t'ha't t'hou dost a's'k after my name?" Someone else 

_dtid that later: '''Wherefore i's it 'that thou dost ask after 
my name 'seeiIllg it is 'secret?" "His name shall he called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, 'The mi'ghty -God, the everlasting 
Fathe,r, -the Prince of Peace." D'Cl not ask too much, ,but 
be 'ready to answer all the questions that God will ask 
you. Then you wi'll get blessing. , 

If 'you read on through the res't of the chapter, you will 
find tihat when "he pa'ssed over Peniel the sun rose upon 
him, and he 'halted upon 'his fu:i~h", and he lifted up h'i's 
eyes and saw Esau coming. But instead of. coming with 
a 'sword, Esau ran to meet him and- fell on ,his neck, and 
they wept. "And Esau lifted up his eyes', ·and -saw the 
women and ,the c:hi'ldren; and said, Who 'are those with 
thee? And ,he 'said, 'T'lie children which God hath gracious­
ly given thy servant." He 'broug'ht -all his family and' 
introduced -them to E8'au, and- Esau as'ked, "What mean­
es't 'thou iby 'a'H 'this drove which I met?, Glad to meet your· 
wives and ohildren, J'acob, !but what a1bout aU thi's cattle." 
"Oh," he s'aid; "they are to find 'grace in the 'sight of my 
lord." ,Esau sHid, "I 'have enough, my brother; ,keep it. 
I do not need, 'i:t. 'I am glad to see you 'so prosperous, hut 
I do 'not need it. Just keep,it." 

.But illere is -the wonder - oh, here is the wonder - and 
you miss the point of the' whole story if you fail to -see 
this. Jacob 'said, "Nay, I pray thee, if now I ,have found 
g,race in thys'i'ght, then receive my 'present at my hand: 
for therefore I have seen thy face, as though I 'had 'seen 
·the face of God, and thou wa'st pleased with me. 'Take, I 
pray thee, my :blt~ssing that is brought to thee; because 
God hath deaIt 'gracio.us1y with me, and because I ill'ave 
enou'gh" -.:.. now liE,ten, here is the miracle, 'listen wit'h 
bDth ears - "and ,he urged him, and he took it.'; '''He 
urged hini"! He not Dnly offered; 'he did not say, "Won't 
you ,have i,t?" He did not even 'say, "Will you 'have it?" 
He s'a'id, "'Ta1ke it"! He pressed it u'pon him; urged :bim 
to take it. 

You cannot receive -the Spirit of God into. you,r heart, 
and anow Him to dDminate you, without becoming a 
generous person. I want to be just as plain as I know 
hDW to be. I Ibelieve it is albsoiutely 'impos'sihle for any 
man or woman to Ibe yielded: to. 't'he Spirit of God wi,thout 

. being made thereby l~bera'l 'and 'generous. Our God gives; 
it is' Hi'S very nature to give; He is 'always 'giving, always 
enriching someone else. .J-t is, of the very nature of 'love 
to cOIl.lmunicate itself. It 'is bound: to 'give, it cannot 
help it. If the '8pirit of 'God comes in and takes possession, 
instead of J'acob's meannes's and ,scheming to get the 
birthright 'and, everything eise, he will ta:'ke ·j)he very best 
he has, 'and when aU rea'son for fear is removed, and even­
after 'his 'generous brother 'has put Ih:is arms 'about h'i's 
neck and 'kis'sed ,him, and they have wept tDgether, and 
Esau nas said, "JaCOib, II am so ,glad to see you 'so weH off 
with your wives and ,child.ren," if it 'had Ibeen 'the old 
Jacob he wDuld have s'aid, '''He·re i's a wa!y out" - H'ke a 

person who is U!p in the front seat whe~ the collection 
plate 'is 'passed, and: ,someon'e i's 'going to see him" he gets 
very 'generous and pic'ks out 'something to !put on 'the 
coHection plate, but if the usher passes him he says, 
"'Well, I esca,ped' that ,time!" No; that i's not 't'he way­
"He urged him." He mj.~ht have es'caped, but .he 's'aid, 
"That is yours. I s'hDuId Ii'ot be comfortalble otherwise; 
I want you to take it." Ami "he urged :him" to t'ake -it. 

I believe that 'if we can accept ,these 'principles, and 
apply them to ourselves, there is not one of us who will 
not have in some measure a 'g,reat revival in hi,s own hea'rt. 
May the Lord help us 'so to do!' . 

A DUBIOUS' COURAG~ 
How _easy it is for a Ipreac~er}o CDndemn a sin which 

. only recently remote1y affects those whDm he ad­
d·resses. We douiot very much if schoo'llboys n'ear the 
equa:tor have to Ibe ,reprima,nded for throwing sn~wbans .. 
Therefore the teac'her who, delivers a scathing address 
about the evils of-snow.ball-throwing to ,some in the ·Bel­
gian iCon go m'i'ght be commended on his orat'Drical dis­
,play Ibut the add'ress is surely not needed. We could more 
.admire the good man's' coura'ge if he ,spoke of this evil in 
some 'part of the world where snowbaJ!ls could be made. 

It is easy too "for some preachers to rant and, rave with 
great 'gusto about sins which are not lilkely to affect the 
hearers. For 'instance, it IS very. fashionable tqday to 
ridiCule fundamentalists' and. to. d.ispara'ge thDse who con­
tend for the faith. 'When this criticism comes f.rom the 
enemies of the faith, we understand their malice. Indeed 
we would.be very susp'icious if their attitude were other­
wise. What dDes hurt however 'is the unwarranted and 
"!brave" utterances of 'SDme evalllgeHcals as' they ridicule 
fundamentaIism and fundamentalists' whi'le" they ·them-, 
selves are warming their' 'ha.nds at the fires of the 
mod,ernists.· . 

We are'fiully 'aware of the" mista1kes of fundamentalists 
'in times 'past 'and we are a,ware of our own s'ins. We do 
contend for the faith 'and ma'ke no apology for our stand 
and we may sometimes 'be .guilty of 'an unlovely ,spirit. 
Those who pDint DUt 'such il)'Stances to us' do us a favour 
and we thank God for thejr .concern. We ,realize that 
none Df us is infaHilble. 

: Do the m:ista:kes made Iby fund'amenta'Hsts justify any 
evangelical in '~ttac'king fundamentalism as suck? These 
attacks are even stranger when one real'izes that such 
an evangelical is usu'al1y very, very quiet aibout the hellis,h . 
BY'stern 'known a,s mDdernism. In modernist company, it 
,is very easy to launch fuB, 'Seale attacks il'gai'nst those 
who Iby the 'grace of God contend for the fa'ith. Modern­
i,sts 'love to hear sermons albout "lack of charity" for they 
pride thems'elves that they 'are the wa'l-kin1g embDdiments 
of 'charity and hence t,hey -think that the messa'ge has no. 
application to them. Its application, they believe, is to 
the despised fiundamentalist. 'We want to emphasize that 
not much courage 'is r.equired to attack, a sin of which­
those addressed 'are not 'guilt'Y (or think they are not 
gU'ilty). Let I us' ,hear such ;preachers attack the modernism 
and IChrist-denying teachings of the majority of ,pUlpits 
and we shaH Ibe more inclined to ibeIieve that they preach 
with the 'fear 'Of God; before the'ir eyes rather than the 
fear of man and' ·the love of the es'teem of th'ose 'Who are 
d~clared enemies of the 'gospel. Co.urage is needed· in the 
pulpit but it is the courage which in the name' of 'God 
rebukes sins that exist and :are the .pres'si,nog evHs of the 
hour. . 

., 
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A '{O¢)Jotional 'fub~' llJ" 

v~iatittu 
bgtDr. @t 9J,Jo.rr~ 

CHkPTER FIFTEEN 

TlJREE DECISIVE DEFEATS OF SATAN 

Revelation '11:151:012:17 

OUR preced'ip.'g 'study Ibrought us to the time of the end 
'and to the consummation of the last judg'ments of 

history. . ,That is confirmed iby the ,sounding of the 
seventh trumpet, as the great voices in heaven cry out: 
"The kingdoms of this world a:re 'become the kingdoms of 
our Lord, a:nd of his IChrist; and 'he shall reign for ever 
and ever." (11 :15). And: in the'i'r turn the elders fall upon 
the'ir faces and worship God in a song of praise and 
thankfulness: "We 'give thee thaniks-, 0 Lord God 
Almi'g:hty, which 'art, and wast, and art to come; because 
tholi hast ta'ken to thee thy g·reat ,power and ha'st reigned. 
And the nations we~e 'an1gry, and thy wrath is come, and 
the time of tJhe dead, that they should: be jud'ged, and that 
thou shouldest givp. reward unto thy servants the 
prophets." 

,In the open heavens, there now appears the temple of 
God and the ark of Hi,s covenant; that new vision, to­
gether with the li'ghtnings, the voices, the thunderings, 
the eartJhqua~e and the 'hail, ,represent the divine answer 
to the appeals' ~f the ·saints who invoke the throne of 
grace and cry'for justice. 

Those final things thus predicted, the vision once again 
goes back to t'he ca'uses of that grea:t upheaval. Ohapter 
twelve of the book.()f Revelation therefore deals with the 
or~gin of the conflict. 

Let us pause here to observe the tlo'gical gradation of 
. the apocaly1ptic prophecies. Let us fir_~t ,remember that 
the vis,ion of the seals was ma:inly a 'P1cture of the con­
mct of ideas which, throughout the Christian economy, 
must confront 'gospel truths with ,spiritual falsehood: that 
confHct end,s with 'a vision 'Of peace. On the other iland, 
the 'trumpet-series was' mainly a vis'ion of the conflict of 
persons which must ;bring face to face the witnes'ses of 
the gospel and the hostile human organizations: that war 
logically results in a vision of victory. 

fDhe scenes of chapters 12 to 14 4,0 not confront us 'any 
more 'with idea's' 'or 'persons, which a're ibut instruments 
in the course of the hostilities. They d,irectly acquaiilt 
us with their authors. Extending well !beyond the IChris­
tian dispensa:tion, a stupendous' war, at once accursed 
and !holy, had ,pitted !both in heaven and on earth, the 
eternal 'God a·gainst HIS 'great Adversary. Of thi's 'gigan­
tjc struggle, the opposition of a:nti-lChristianity to Chris­
tianity is but the last episode. The issue of the conflict 
is depicted in chapter 14, vv. 14-20, where we behold· the 
scenes of retribution under the figures of the harvest and 
grape-gathering. 

'Chapter twelve 'will therefore descriibe, 'in "impressive 
images, the summary of that dead'ly war w:h'ieh will be 
transferred from 'heaven to the s'cene of our world. Only 
Iby 'grasping the enlarged scope of these Ihostilities and 
by takin'g our own pla-ce in them,' ·shall we 'avoid· the 'mis­
fo'rtune and the folly of ibelieving that we ·filght only 
fo.r'ideas and against men. We 'have to understand that 
"we wrestle not a·gainst· flesh and blood, ibut a'gainst 
princi'pidities, against po,wers, wgainst the 'rulers of the 
darkness of this' world, wgainst 'spiritual wickedness in 
hi'gh places." . 

Our study of the twelfth eh;a,pter of. Revelation will thus 
, reveal to 'Us that, in this -conflict, God 'has dhosen to fi'g'h.t 

His Adversary, not· directly ibut through the action of 
'intermediaries. We shall see the gradual downfal'l of 
Satan as he i·s successively in opposition to -the 'Son of 
God, then to the are'hal1'gel Michael, finally to 'redeemed. 
men. 

I. SATAN'S DEFEAT AT THE HANDS OJ' 
THE 'SON OF GOD (12:1-6) 

"And '.there appeared a great 'Wonder in heaven.; a 
woma;n clothed with the sun, and the moon under her 
feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve 'stars': and 'she 
;being with C:hild cried, travailing in ib'irth, 'and pained to 
:be deHvered." _ 

IMost of the coinmenta,ries identify the mysterious wo­
man with the peop'le of God. I'saian 54 descrilbes it under 
feminine features, whereas the 'great promise of Genesis 
3 : 15 concerning the Redeemer refers to Him as the seed 
of the woman. It 'goes without saying that the present 
vision does not involve the act of incarnation, entirely 
divine 'in its orilgin and its fulfilment. But, in a par­
ticular sense, the ,Son o'f Man is' certainly the Father's 
answer to the anguish apd prayers of those waiting for 
a sp'iritual deliverance. 

,Jt seems therefore that thescenedescrilbed here at 
once" carries us to the ·:beginning and to the ending of the 
eternal purpose of God towards' His own. And· thus the 
woman a.ppears in a twofo'ld 'state of majesty and suf­
fering. 

A state of majesty: s!he is -clothed with the symbol of 
supteme au.thority, tJhe sun; ·she rules over the moon, a 
fi'gure for 't'he les'ser authority; her crown of stars S'Ym­
Ibolizes all the other powers. 'Such. is the destiny of the 
kingly people. ' 

A state of suffering, as--also predicted iIi va,riou's Scrip­
tures: '~I have heard a voice 'as of a woman in travail, 
and the anguis'has of her that ibringeth forth her first 
child, the voice of the dau'ghter of Zion, that ibewaileth 
herself (Jer. 4:31) - II ••• The 'kingdom 'shaH corne to 
the d·aughterO'f Jerusalem. Now why dO'St thou cry 
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aloud? 'is there no king in thee? for pangs have ta,ken. 
thee as a woman in ,travail. Be in pain, and labour, to 
bring forth, '0 dau'ghter of Zion, Hke ~ woman in tra­
vai'l ... " (Micah 4:8-10). And in the \!ontext' of the 
latter ,passage is found the 'prophecy of the birth of the 
Messiah in Bethlehem. To acquaint rebellious mankind 
with an absolute Master, such is the uJllgrateful but higl!. 
calling of the. true people of God. 

'''And there appeared another -wonder in heaven; and 
behold a great' red dragon, having 'seven ~eads an(l ten 
horns, and 'seven crowns upon his heads." 
. The faithful works of the symbolical woman' have their 

origin in iheaven, ,and 'in the same way, the forces ihosti'le 
to her came from heaven, 'by virtue of a mysterious divine 
permission. 

IThe formidable :being m~ntioned here can be easily 
-identified as 'Satan !by the context of the following scenes. 
Hi-s ,dragon-like appearance symibolizes his threatening 
designs. His red colour seems to emphasize n'is ferocious 
insti,ncts. His 'seven heads figure hi-s inteJH.gence and his 
ten horns his power. His seven crowns tell of his universal 
prestige. ' 

~. And 'his tail'drew the third part of the stars of 
heaven, and did cast them to the ea,rth: and the dragon 
s,tood ibefore the woman which iwas 'ready ,to be delivered, 
for to devour her cihi!ld· a's 'soon as 'it was born." 

In connection with previous aHu-sions made to the in­
struments used 'by the Satanic powers; we read that ',their 

, tails "were like unto serpents" - which would seem to 
indicate that through ,seduction the Father of lies Mew 
after ,him from heaven a multitude of the celestial beings 
·symibolized Iby the stars, thus increasing 'his means of 
action. 

'The dra'gon's attitude toward t'he 'ChUd reminds us of 
that of Pharaoh a'gai-nst the newlY-iborn Hebrews and of. 
Herod against the :Son of 'God.: The Enemy knows the 
lo'ss ,Ihe wil'l suffer through the seed of the woman who 
willibruise his head. And unalble to act more wickedly, he 
prepares to :bru'ise bios heel. 
, "And she ,brought forth a man ch'i-ld, who waf' to rule 

all nations with a rod of iron." 
This is naturally ,a symbolic picture. For instance, Mary 

'~as on!}y the instru:ment -throu'gh which the lOJllg eJqlecta­
bon of the coming of the Son of Man was realized. .A<s a 
,representative of what was best among the servants of 
the 'God of Israef, she gave ,birth to -her Son through the 
power of the 'Holy Spirit, and in answer to the prayers 
of thos'e -who 'had longed, for His coming with an earnest 
:heart. Tn the same way, during the present economy, the 
Christian people 'have !been called, 'Jirke the apostle Paul, 
to "travail in bi,rth again, until Ohri'st be formed" in 

- the saints (Gal. 4:'19). 
IRevelatIon 2 :27 'throws 'l'ight on the quality of the 

threatened child: "He that overcometh ... ,shall rule 
the nations with a rod of iron ... even as I received of 
my Fathe,r." For what must characterize ,the :Bon of God 
i~ His matchless and decisive authority, an authority first 
exercised without limItation over the iChrisr£ian's heart, 
and finally triumphing over a'll the adversaries of the 
gospel. , 

"And 'her child was cau'ght u.p unto God, and to 'his 
throne." 

9ur Saviour's' career, that one lon'g and victorious con­
fHct with the d'rltgon, is sufficiently descrihed in the 
Gospels . .our text, therefore, designedly omits depicting 

it, only mentioning its miraculous heginning and end,. 
We thus reach here the events told in the fourth and 
fifth chapters, that is, the enthronement of Jesus Christ 
and the opening on eartli of the Ohristian era. 

"And t'he woman fled into the wi'Iderness, w11ere she 
'hath a place prepared of God', that they ,should feed her 
there'a thousand two hund'red and threescore days." 

This is a striking picture of, the conditipn of the people 
of God ,thr()ughout IOhrisHan history. To "flee" ha's al­
ways !been the very legitimate means of safe-guard for' 
the representatives of Jesus Ohrist: "W'hen they perse­
cute 'You in ,this city, flee ye.'into another" (Matt. 10 :23). 

T'he ,place of' refu,ge is' at once a "wilderness" and, a 
"'place prepare'd <?f 'God,", that is, a condition of '~U'ffe:r:ing. 
and 'ofs'afety. It 'is' aIso the seat of divine Providence 
which as long as necessa,ry provides fo'r ,the needs of th~ 
persecuted ones. The oasis of the desert of'Shur with 
its twelve wells of water and its threes'core and te~ palm 
trees (Ex. 15 :,27-). i's here repeated. 

!This 1,260 days' period of exile takes us ,back to our' 
preceding remarl!:s concerning ,the similar du.ration of the 
persecution of God's, witnesses in chapter eleven. Let us 
again remind our read'ers that ,tho'se three and a ha'lf 
years - a rbro'kenseven - refer to the limited and 
meas,u,red length of 'God',s Israel's :s:tay on earth., ' 

II. SATAN'S DE'FEAT AT THE HANDS OF 
THE ARCHANGEL OF GOD (11:7-11) 

"And there ,was war in heaven." 
We !leed not ma,rvel at the earthly hostHities if we see 

in them the -continuation of 'much more amazing and much 
more important war, that wa'ged in Heaven itself. 

'The great mystery fs not so much the existence of sin 
on eart~ as it's appearing in the 'heavenly places. Thus, 
the serieusness and- the power of evi'I are brought out 
with an infinitely, 'g,reater vividnes's wh'en consIdered in 
their ibearin1gs outside of the terrestrial scene. 

'''~fichael and his angels :fou'ght a'gainst t.he d'ragon; 
and the dra'gon fought and Ms ange'ls." , 

The conflict between good and. evil has therefore a 
superhuman orIgin. The 'importa'nce 'Of suC'h a conflict i,s 
'st~essed boy 'the high positIon O'f its main participants: 
MIchael, the only :known archangel, and 'Satan. now":a 
rEfuel, !but 'POs'sibly or even surperior to his adversary 
!before his revolt. The 'importance of the conflict is 
further empha'sized !by the 'part'ici'pation of all'ied forces. 
The commotion menti'on~ here may have then caused the 
fal.l ()f myria?s of accomp'Hces well-equipped for their 
guIlty enteI'lprI8es. . , 
"A~d prev~iled not; neither was thei,r place found any 

more.l.n heaven." , 
. IT~e inevitable has' happened. God who, from t'he he­

gmmng, coul'd ,have crushed- the 'Satanic forces with a 
flip of His hand, first 'p1eased to set u'p a'gains,t them 
opp~nents o~ ~ompa:ralble 'station. Later, He temporarily 
set 111 oPpos'l'bon to 'Satan the :lonely Jesus, whose means 
had. !be~n purposely reduced. But He now desires to 
m~ke hIS presumptuous Adversary's defeat'more humi'H­
atmg ~till !by settIng up against him such insignificant 
champIons a's men are. ' 

"And the 'gr7at dra1gon was ca'st out, that old serpent, 
called t'he Devrl, a,nd 'Satan, which deceiveth the whole 
world: he ~as cast out ~nto the earth, and his angels were 
cast out WIth him" 

The person. and' the evil des'igns' of the Enemy are too 
clearly deSCrIbed :here to necessitate any word' of com-
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ment. We 'shaH therefore only lay stress on the fact that, 
'from this time on, the ,scope of the activities of 'Satan 
and his an'gels had 'been limited to e~rth. For' the heav­
ens 'are ,now free from a'll impurity. 

The phrase "cast out" indicates the sudden, total and 
final cllaacter of1ihat unpar~lleled downfall, Wh'idh thad 
heen foreseen :by JesU's:. "I beheld 'Satan as t}ightning fall 
f,rom heaven!" (Luke 10 :'18). . 

"And I heard a loud voice Saying in heaven, 'Now is 
come saivation, and strength, and the !kingdom 'Of our 
God, and the power 9f his 'Chri'St: for ,the accuser of our 

. bret'hren is cast down, which accused them !before our 
God d·aYand ni'ght." ' 

What rend~red, the position of rebellious men danger­
ous was that, until then,God was as· 'it were bound: to 
listen to the unceasing accusati'ons of the Adversary: But, 
in order to reduce him' to 'si'lence, J esu's Ohrist had to 
accomplish His atoning work And thus the Accuser had 

. to ma1ke room for ,the Advoca:te. How comforting to 'know 
that not a ,single word will ever Ibe sPdk~n 'a'gEl-inst us to 
the d,iv'ine jud,ge, either ·in heaven, whence the Enemy is 
finally banished, or frome~rth, 'for the Seducer's per­
fidious denunciations will never reach Iheaven! 

"And they overcame :him !by the !blood: of ,the 'Lamb, 
and !by the word of their testimony; and they loved not 
their lives unto the death." . 

Two instruments are· here mentioned; which will ,allow 
the victory: the 'atoning work,and the testimony of 
God's elect. !Thus, two forces' which would' !be of no avail 
if acting'separately, are to'gether fully effective. 

'The conclusion of the verse clearly ,s:hows that the 
spiritual conflict of the Chr'istian ,mU'st 'indeed Ibe con­
sidered as a matter of Hfe and death. 

III. SATAN'S DE'FEAT AT THE HANDS OF THE 
PEOPLE OF GOD 0(12:12-17) 

"Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and: ye thatd:well in 
them. Woe to the inha;biters of the earth and, of the sea! 
for the devil is come down unto you, having 'great wrath, 
'because he knoweth that 'he :hath !but a short time." 

Thel'e ex-ists a 'perfect correspondence !between the 
relief of heaven and the petil of earth. Most serious 
thoughts urgently command our attention as wehecome 
aw~re of the danger constituted !by the concentration in 
our tiny world, 'and only for a little, time, of ~ll tlie fea,r­
ful forces of an enemy much older t~an mankind. 

"And when -the 'dragon s'aw that he was cast unto the 
earth, he persecuted the woman which !brought forth the 

. ma.n chitld." 
We here find a ,fur,ther explanation of the flight of 

the people of God into the wilderness, already described 
in verses 5 and 6 of the same chapter. . 

"And to the woman were given two wings of a 'great 
eagle, that she might fly in'to the wHderness, into her 
place .... " 

We thus learn, in that striking picture, that the sym­
bolical woman's fli'ght was mad-e easier !by a miraculous 
intervention from above. He that !h..as prepared a place 
for us.will always provide the means to reaC'h it. 
o " ••• ~vhere she is' nourished for a time, and times, and 

halof a time, from the face of the serpent." 
During this Iong, yet limited, period of time, the people 

will be ·perfectly preserved, through sepa,ration and suf-
ferIng. . 

"And the 'serpent cast out of his mouth water as a 

flood after the woman, that he rni'ght cause her to be 
carried away of the flood." 

It seems that we 'have here a counterpart of the 
Saviour,'s 'action when, opening Hi,s mouth, :be. taught the 
truth. After attemptinlg the destruction of the people 
of God through fierce persecutions, the Ettemy, changing 
his method of attack, resorts to the mis;guiding action of 
error and of the doctrines of deIpons. 

"And the earth nelped: the woman, and the earth opened 
her mouth and 'swallowed· up the flood which the dragon 
cast out ot' his mouth." .' 

The earth represents ma'llIkind· which, owing to the 
inf.luence of the ;gospel, is in ·many respects immunized 
against" some of the Enemy's grossest arms. For the 
Chri'stian civilization h~as g.raduaHy rendered certain 
form·s of persecution and,certain seduction ineffective or 
impossible. I 

"And the dragon WRS wroth with the woman, and went 
to make war with the remnant of her se.ed, which keep 
the commandments of God, and have the testimony of 
Jesus Christ." 

Unable to continue its opposition against Christianity 
at large, 'Satan tu:rns 'his fury 'against individua'ls who 
distinguIsh themselves by a 'p8lrticular.faithfulness to the 
spirit, the d'octrines and practices of the gospel. If we 
remember that his unlimited field of action has now been 
restricted to earth,_ then especia,.Ily ~o the pro(essing peo­

'pIe, we can well imagine the much-threatened ·position of 
the "remnant" which ,keep the. commandments' of God, 
and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." But the pres­
ent perils of the 'faithful champions of the Lord win some 
day be t'heir crown of 'glory, And let us bear in mInd the 
threefold defeat of our. Adversary and 'keep in memory 
the' essential teaching of that twelf.th chapter: "They 
overcame him Iby the !blood of the Lam!b, and by the word-
of thei-r testimony." , 

The three vast episodes of thi's chapter are well made 
to encourage anyone who has not truly taken ,side in the 
coaflict, for, as Jesus Christ Himself d€clared, "He that 
is not with me is a'gainst me." ' 

,It wou'ld ·be indeed "a fe'arful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living 'God", in the company of His van­
qui's'hed Enemy; ibut a blessed advanta'ge is' presented to 
us, as the "Captain of o.ur salvation" ·grants· us a last 
opportunity to enrol in His ever-vict()rious armies. For 
His atoning work can perfectly justify us from our past 
defeats and give us full share in ·aU the privileges of His 
tri~mph. 

'~CHOOSE Y.OU THIS DAY WHOM YE WILL 
SERVE!" 

THE THRE'E "R's" OF THE GOSPEL 
The old-fashioned saying: Ruin iby the Fall; Redemp­

tion "by t'he Blood of. IChrist; and Regeneration 'by the 
Holy Ghost-is' true, profound and most 'important. Cal­
vin used to remark that there are three great chapters 
in ,Scripture, each a . third chapter; the third chapter of 
Gene'sis, showing us _man's fall 'and sinfu'l condition; the 
tHird chapter of the .Epi'stle to the Romans, revealing p·ro­
pitiation by the atonement of Christ; and the 'third chap­
ter of the Gospel of John, teaching us regeneration by 
the Holy Ghost. Unless we know what ·guilt is, we do 
not feel the need of atonement: unless we know the utter 
sinfulness and 'heIplessness of man, we do not feel the 
need ff t~e 'Spirit to en'li'ghten 'and ·persua~e our hearts 
to accept Christ. ----'REV. ADOLPH SAPHIR, D.tD. 
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Romanizing Pr9testants 

I T W A'S four hundred yearsaJgo that so'many p·rotes­
tant worthies met ·their death in England. ''Dhe perse­

cutor' was the Roman Church which was determined to 
stamp out Protestanti'sm. 'The 'stor'iesof how ·tillese ,men 
went to face death· must 'cause all' Christians· to 'rejoice 
and thank 'God. . The . names of Hooper, 'Cranmer ·and 
Rid,ley 'briplg to the mind thoughts of profound gratitude. 

IWhat of the situation in England four hundred years 
after these men' dared to defy t'he tyranny and anti­
Christian teachi'ngs of Rome'f. Does 'the IChurch of Eng­
land 'stand'a's ·a bulwar'k against the 'papaIaibsolutism? 
Unfortunately t'here are s'iigns that the Chu:rch of England 
is itse'lf !being Romanized! to an alarming extent. The 

. "hi-gh church" party Which would foist ,the teachings' and 
superstitions of Rome 'upon the national church is in­
creas'ing in s-ize and, in influence. 

The Canadian Reg.ister, the English language Roman 
-Catholic weekly whieh is published, in Kin'gston, Ontario, 
carries a column by Mr; Douglas Hyde of England. In 
the last 'issue of .the paper th'ios column bears the heading, 
"AngFcan: Mini-sters· 'Coming Into The 'Church In Eng­
land." T'he story proceeds and tells of. a nuIriber of 
AngHcan clergymen who have of late joined 'the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

,We print- here the fir·st three paragraphs of this article 
by Mr. Hyde in order that our readers may ·be aware of 
the seriou'S nature of the case: . 

Into the Church in England at' this moment there is coming 
a steady trickle of Anglican clergymen. Most prominent of 
them so far is Rev. Walton Hannah, Secretary of the influen­
tial Annunci\!tion Group which organizes some 2,000 clergy 
who are opposed' to their church's Pm-Protestantism. . 

He is the fourth: "Anglo-'Catholic" AngliC8ID. clergyman in 
the past three or four weeks to come into the Church. A num­
ber of others are now under instruction and' still more are 
in the process of making the difficult break. 

Mr. Hannah himself estimates that some 20 or 30 of th'ose 
with Wlhom 'he is at present in touch will come between now 
and Christmas. And there are other prominent Anglicans on 
the Wl!-y who may well bring a larger following of laymen 
and women as well as clergy., 

-The Canadian Register, ~Sept. 24,1955. 
,. I 

We Rhall assume that all the facts given by Mr. Hyde 
are true and that t';here is a turning toward the Church 
of Rome. What alarms us most is not that s'ome twenty, 
or thirty clergymen are :Jeaving the 'Church of England. 
True Prote..'itants should be devoutly thankful that those 
who are Romanists' at heart 'are 'going to their own place. 
The alarming feature of this report is that there arE' 
apparently hundreds of other mipisters 'in the Church of 
England who are Roman Catholics at heart who wi'll re­
main within th~ ibosom of the national church. 

For "'hi'gh ADiglica,nism" we must profess that we have 
a profound contempt. . It is simply Romani-sm in a thin 
Protestant gar-b. Having a:H the trappings of the papal 
church, it struts aibout ·and exists within a church that is 
in name a Proestant body. 

. What .of the s'ituation in Canada? We should like to 
know how many of these semi-Romanists are car·rying on 
their underground activity. 'Perhaps we would 'be alarmed 
If we saw a 'reliable taJble of fi'gures. 

F1RlST DEOTURE 
il\ tlhe 
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THE S'IN AND DOOM OF THE APOSTATE 
Helbrews 10 :19~39 

I IAlSISpRE you that Mr·s.CcYle and I are ihappy' 'to be 
hack in J arvisStreet. 'I 'am deeply humbled Iby the 

kind words' of Dr. Slade. 
. And now after, an extended 'holiday we :resume our 

··studies in the Epistle to t'he HebreWs. We s'hall 'have 
hefore us ilie dosing and practical 'sect:i'On of .the ibook­
which 'begins' at verse ninteen of ch'apter ten. 

'The 'style and ·structure of this Epistle fit in wit'hthe 
design of ,the writer. 'The object of the writer is to 
prevent the profes'sing Hebrews from Teverting to 
Judaism and, the ritual of the Old Covenant. To. do t'his 
he 'shows the 8uperi'Ority of 'Christianity to Judaism 
and to do that he proves from' the Old Testament scrip­
tures tha:t Jesus :C'hri'st ·is superior to all who were in any . 
way connected with Judaism and :the Old Covenant. . 

In cha'pters ·one and two he. proves It'bat Christ is su­
'perior to prophets and an.gels. In chapters three and 
four ihe shows' t'hat Chris,t is better than 'Moses and 
Joshua. And' then :from chapters five to the end of the 

. doctripal portion he discu,s'ses the Old and New Coven­
a:nts in the'ir priesthood, ,proving that ICh·rist 'i's a Ibetter 
ilriest than Aaron and that C'hristianity'spriesthood is 
superior to -that of the Levitical order. 

No More Offering for Sin 
In this interesting epistle we have in the opening Chap-

. ters .exP'Osition and exhortation' alternately. In ·chapter 
five to ·the end of the doctrinal portion we have a series 
of unfnterrupted· eJCpositions. And in thfs closing section 
we have a series of uninter.rupted exho·rtations. The 
writer ·concludes the. doctrinal portion 'and finis'hes argu­
ments with ,two ,positive ·statements or assertions. First, 
that by one offering ·Christ hath 'perfected forever them 
that are sancified. And 'secOnd,that under the New 
Covenant there are ,t'he.'spirituaJ. ;bless'ings 'Of regeneration 
and forgivenes's. of s'ins' and th'at w'here remi's'sion of 
these is there 'is no more offering for sin. When J e~us 
Christ offered Himself without spot to 'God, offerings ,by 
divine appo'intmeil,tcame to an end. And t'O offer the 
blood of lbu1'ls -and goats is to reject the one 'and onlIY. 
offering that can take away sins. 

I. 
The Blessing of the New Covenant (19-25) 

Now in verses n'ineteen to twenty-five we .have ,the 
·blessings and privileges of. t'he New 'Covenant with a 
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threefold e:mortation to a'ppropri'ate the :blessings and to 
'enter into the privileges. , 

"Having therefore, Ibrethren, ,boldness to enter into 
the :holiest iby the :blood 'Of Jesus, 'By a new and living way, 
wh'iClh he 'hath cons~rated for us, through the veil, :that is 
to say, his flesh; And having an hi'gh priest over the house 
of 'God' Let us draw near . . . Let us hold fast . . . Let 
us consider one another." . ' 

The Open Door 
:Throu'gh the b'lood, of J esu'S a way to God has been 

opened. There ~s :an open door into ·the very presence of 
God. Under the 'Old Covenant the worshi-pper -could not 
even enter into the place where the emlblemati-c presence 
of 'God was' manifested. Under the Old ICovenant the 
wors'hipper was Ikept ata 'guilty' distance from 'God 'be­
cause the Iblood of 'bulls and goats cannot ta1ke away sin-. 
But under the New !Covenant, ratified Iby the blood of 
Ghrist, the worshipp~r in 'spirit can come into the very 
presence of God, and: find acCeptance, an~d worsh'ip toward 
His ·great and· holy name. Under the .old,ICovenant the 
worshipper, I repeat, wa's kept at a distance' but under 
the New Covenant the believer is made nigh by the :blood 
of Christ. "-

T'h'is way of access :to God is 'ca!lled :a new and a living 
way., :u was a new way because .the Lord Jesus Chri'st 
had recently Ibeen s'lain. And· -it was a -living way 'because 
Jesus ·Ch-rist Himself is' the -way as He says, "I am the 
way, the truth, 'and the life: no man cometh unto -the 
Father, Ibut !by me." There will never 'be any other way 
of a-cces& to God in peace' except through Jesus Christ. 
The New Covenant is the everlasting 'covenant and there 

. will never !be any 'going :baCk to the wealk and beggarly 
elements of Juda'ism and the -Old Covenant. Solomon 
tel-Is us 'in Provel'lbs' four-teen twelve ~that, "There 'is a way 

· which 'seemeth right unto 'a ma,n, ibut the end thereof 
are the waY's of deatih." This new and- Hving way was 
made throU'gh the veil:; that is to. 'say, His flesh. T·his 
means the same as His blood for it refers to His 'body 
which was -crucified. HistoricaHy, -that -way ,to God was 
inaugurated more than nineteen centuries· a'go. But in 
o'ur experience it is kept fresh day by day. I think it wa's 
Luther who ·said 'that it seemed, -that IGhrist was crucified 
but yesterday. And the death of our .saviour' should be 
kept . fresh ·in ou·r memories; as the Bre'ad of Life, He is 
fresh and new every day. 

The Great Priest 
Another iblessing of the New.ICovenant is that we have 

a Great Priest. over the house of 'God. Tn :the original 
it is a 'Great Priest rather than a Hilgh Priest. In Helbrews 
nine twenty-four we 'read, "For Christ 'is not entered 
into the holy places made wi,th -hands, which a're the fig­
. u'res of the true; Ibut into heaven itself, now to appear 
in the !presence of 'God for us." The heavenly tabernacle 

S'alem and priest of the Most High God. He is a Great 
. Priest ibecause He i's mig:hrty to ·save. Mr. ·Pink finds an 

illustration of our blessings in 'Christ in the story of ,the 
prodii'g'al son. The prodigal 'said, "I ~iiJl ari'se and go to 
my father, and 'he ·arose and went." And where do we 
find hi'Ill 11 Outside' the hou'se knoc!king to 'get in? No! 
At the window looking in? No! We find him in ·the hou·se. 
The prevenient grace of the father's eye had seen him 
afar off and ·sovereilgn 'grace had admitted him and wel­
comed !h'im. And on tflhe inside we reid' nothing wbout his 
past sins. They're not even mentioned. That would' have 
been incongruous wi,th the father's grace and love. On 
the .j,n-side the story is about the .father"s joy and the 
happiness ~mong the servants. On the 'insid'e there is the 
best robe to supplant his rags. On the inside of the 
hou'Be there is the ring for h'is finger ·as a token of the 
father"S love. On the inside there is the fatted calf and 
much merry-ma·king. The on1y sour note came from the 
Ji.ps of -the elder ibrother who wa's jealous and seJ.f rig.ht­
eous ·and wou1ld, not -come ·in even at the father's entreaties. 
So JesU's Ohrist our 'Great Priest has' "brought us to the 
banqueting house ami. his' Ibanner over' us is . love." In 
Ghrist -there 'is nothing against us, nothing' for Ufl 'but the 
Fat'her's !bles·sings fur we are as'sured that alI things work 
together for good to them that love ·God, to them who are 
the ca:lled' according to His purpose. We may, H,ke' the 
prodiga:l, ta'llk 'wbout our unworthiness but at the same 

·time enjoy the Father's. ble'ssings remembering. always 
that they are 'ours th,rough Ghr'ist, and ,that we are high-
priced peopfe. 

1N0w in verses twenty-two to twenty-five we have a 
threefold e~hort·ation ibas~d upon the Ibleflsings and privi­
leges we have ·in Ohrist: 

Let Us Draw Near. 
"Let us draw near with a true heart in fuH as'surance 

of fai,th, having our' hearts sprinkled f,rom an evil con­
science, and· our Ibod'ies' washed :with pure water." 

IThj,s is 'an exnolltation to enter u·pon our privileges, an 
exhortation to draw near to ,God, 'in ·worship. And we 
mu!!t ·come with a true heart. We nlUSit wo,r'ship in 'spirit 
and in truth. We must have 'heart exerci-se. Our heart 
must the jn our -worSlh'ip. It is not enough to sit 'in a pew. 
I,t is not enough to sing with. our lips. The inner man 
must Ibe :sincere'ly engaged· when we draw near -to God in 
worsh-ip. 'We ImU'st come in fuU assurance of faith. This 
means that. our hearts must be relying and resting upon 
the finished' wOl'lk of IOhrist as that wh'ich is all sufficient 
to maoke us 'acceptSJble to God:'I'his means that there must 
be no d~u!btirug 'as to the value of the Iblood of the Son 

· 'ba's forever superseded the eartJhJI:y -tabernacle which -was 
made with hands .. We have 'a Great Priest over the house . 
of IGod. This !house' of :God !is m:ade up of livingstones, 

. of ,God, to cleanse us from aU our sihs· and to ·ma:ke· us 
'perfect judida!Joly ibefore .the eyes of the Father. The 
sprin;J(!led. heart and 'the hody washed with pure water 
must ~eak of 'spiritual Iblessings that ,we have in 'Christ 
under the ty.pical terms wh'icl1 obtained: under the Old 
Covenant order. The. allusion is· to the conseclation of . 
the priests a·s· recorded in Exodus 29 verse 4 and Exodus ' 
30 verse 20 and Exodus 40 verse 30. The priests were 

· a 'Spiritu'al house, ,over which .christ a's a 'Great Pr-iest 
ministers even now. He jls 'a ,Great Pries't as the Son of 
God. He is a 'Gl-eat Priest a·s being heir of aUth'ings. 

· He is a Great Priest as be'ing the perfect representation of 
Deity. He is a Gre'at ·P·riest 'in 'Hi,s work of rocpiation. He 
is a 'Great P'rieSlt, in His exaltation. He is a Royal Priest, 
a King Priest, a Priest on His .throne, a Priest forever 
after the order of Melcihi'sedec who 'Was !both kin'g' of 

consecrated, cleansed for service by·lblood sprinolded and 
by wash'ing of water. 'T.hese typical terms' speak of justi­
fication 'and 'sanctification !by the Iblood of Jesus IChrist 
Who is 'made unto us ri,gh-teousnes's, and s'anctification and 
redemption. Most of the ~itel"8' think vhat water refers 
to b'aptism. But Dr. A. T. Rober-taon, the 'great Greek 
scholar, the greatest perhaps of 'h~s d'ay, doubts that there 
is any ·aUusoion to !baopt'ism !but says if there is it is only 
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used as a SIYmIbol of the cleansing power of the blood of 
Chri'st. Tlhe heart must ibe sprinkled from an evil or a 
guHty con'Science. ln worsh:ip there mus-t ibe il'eali~ation 
of justification ands·anctification -by the blood of Christ. 
A 'guilty or uneasy conscience is a !bar if not fatal to true 
wors!h'i'p. We ·,may feel ·our unworthiness and mourn our 
inward corruption Ibut no guilt must !be aUowed to rest 
upon our hearts when we draw near to 'God in worsh'ip. 
We mUM come 'in ·fuJI as'surance of 'faith in the lbloO'd . 
of Christ to cleanse from sin. 

Let Us Hold Fast 
Now the second exhortation is to hold f'ast the pro­

fe~sion of our .faith wi,thout wavering. 'Dhis should read 
the confes-sion of our hope. However there is little dif­
ference !between fait'h and hope. The onJ.y difference that 
I can 'recogn'ize is wit'h reference '-to the Objects u,pon 
which 'they terminate. Fai,th terminates 'in' justification 
an:d hope 'in glorification. Justification by ,fa'ith is -the 
present aspect of our salvation !but we hope to ·Ibe glori­
fied. Hope may be though,t of as fa'ith in exerCise con­
cerning -the promise of 'glorIfica-tion or complete salvation. 
So we are to hold fas-t our hope obecau'seGod is faithful 
who 'h~s promised complete salvation. :Becau~e God, is 
faithful to His :promise -to -glorify us we can !hope to the· 
end 'for the ·grace that is -to he, ,brought unto us· at the 
a:ppearing of Jesus Christ. 

IWe !have in th'is· ot'hreefold exhortation the three ~bid­
ing graces of faith and hope and love. The first ex­
hortation deals with the heart, the second with the mouth, 
a-nd -the third, with conduct. Trhe first has to do with God, 
the second with the world·, and the third, with the ·church. 

. Let Us Consider One Another 
iThe third exhortation is to consider one another to pro­

volce unto love 'and ,to good works. Weare to be inter­
ested in -the· spiritual p:rosperity of our brethren. We 
ue in avery real -sense our brother's 'keeper. I muost -not 
on'ly 'watch my- s-tep hint ,I must watch my ihrother's step, 
not ·for destructive criticism but to 'stir him up to a life 
of love and good wor-ks. So for this purpose we are 
exhorted not to fOl'sake 't'he as'semibling of ourselves to­
gether, as the eu'stom of some is. This langua:ge su'g­
gests to me that t'here must haveJ)een groups: amon'g the 
Hebrews -that had ceased to hold meetings. The'i-r places 
O'f worship were closed. The doors of .the church were 
not open. But he sa:ys to forsake not the ·a:ssem!bling of 
you'rs'elves together, but ex'hort one another: and, so -much, 
the more, as· ye see the day a.pproaching. 'This exhor~tion 
wa-s given in view of an impend,ing disaster. At the ·time 
t'h'i,s letter was .being written· there W~S' restles·sness and 
si'gnS' of war between the Jews and :the RonIaD's and-there 
were -forebodings of comin1g disaster. The letter was writ­
ten just a few years hefore the destruction of J erU'sa1em 
in A.D. 70 to w~'i'ch it must have had immediate and 
primary reference. But to us in this twentieth century 
for practical purposes the day that is approaching -is the 
d'ay of. our 'Lol'd'·s return. There is' a striking pa·rallel 
between what happened at the. destruction of Jerusalem 

'and what wili happen when the Lord Jesus IOhrist (''Gmes' 
in 'jUd'gment. At the destruction of Jerusalem the Chris­
tians' tMk heed: to the· warning of Christ and fled to Pella 
and escaped wit'h their :liyes. And when ~e Lord Jesus 
Christ returns in Person the second time the 'b~Hevers 
win Ibe 'save~ from ,the wrath of that day iby !being caught 
up to meet ·the Lordi in 'the air. 

II. 
Warning Against Apostasy (26-31) 

Now ·verse twenty-six brings us to something that is 
unspealkalbly ·solemn. Here 1's a: warning against apostasy, 
or turning away :f.rom Jesus'· Ohrist. Here the ·$in ~f 
. unbelief is descrilbed andt'he doom of the apostate IS 

pictured in awful colours. 
"For if we 'sin w'il:f.uJ.!y after that we ·have received the 

knowledge ·of the truth, there remai,neth -no more. sacrifice 
for sins, But a certain fear,~ul looldng for of Judgment 
and 'fiery indi'gnation, which 'shall devour the adver­
s·aries." 

Does this· mean t'hat if one sIns after his conversion, 
s'ins ·knowinglly, t'hat he is forever doomed,? It cannot 
mean that for several reasons. F,irst, that would preclude 
the 's·alvation of anyone for t'here is none of us without 
sin. IFor John says tha't if we say we' have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth. is not in us. God has. 
gr~ciously ,prov'ided, for sinning 'saints ·s·o 'iihat John again 
says, '''If we confess our sins, 'he is faithful and ju'st to 

. forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from aU unrioglit­
eousnes's." My friends ,the sin of tMs passalge is ·the 
particula:rsin of unbelief, the 'sin of apostasy, the sin 
of departing ,from the living ·God, the sin of d,rawillJg 
baC'k unto perd'ition, the final albandonment of aU hope in 
Jesus Christ. The personw'htl deliberately and oontinu­
ally turns 'awa'Y from the sacrifice that C:hrist made on 
the IOroES wiII not !be a:ble to find any other sacrifice that 
will ava'il. If any Jew turned away fl'om IOhrist to ani,mal 
sacrifices h·e would: find that there was no divine appoint­
ment for t'hese sacrifices' ·any longer and discover in the 
day of judgment that those sacrifices could, not avail: 

The Sin of the Apostate 
:Now 'the sin is descrilbed as· trodd.j.ng under foot the 

Son of God. The ad'Vel'lb "willing.ly" tells how the ·sin l's 
comm'ittedl rather than w,hat· it is .. 'l'here is· a t'hreefol'd 
description of this· sin. Firs~, it is trodd~~g under foot 
the -Son of God. To trod und'er foot means" to desecrate. 
TrO'ddi.ng under Toot is: a .fi.g!ura:tive way of saying that 
Jesus Ohrist is not worthy of trust andl confidence. Tro'd'­
diing under foot is· a WIllY of sayinog that Jesus Ohri'st is 
worthless ·as 1.ord: and ISavIour .. UllJbelief rega.rd!'! the 
·blood of ICh'rist '8.'S of no more value than the blood, of any 
other man. Unlbelief t'h·inks of it as just common blood. 

. I aim sure ·aU of us here toni,g'ht algree with Peter when 
he calls it precious blood! I" am sure all 'of us are in 
har-mony wi,th the writer when he saY'S ,that t'he blood of 
Christspe~keth better ·things than t'he !blood .of Abel. 
A'bel'·s !bliood cried out for vengeance a:gainst Ibis mur­
derer, Ibut the !blood' of Jesus Christ cries for pardon on 
behalf of sinners. Now the third description of .unbelief 
is that ·it does despite to the ·S'piil'it of grace. The Holy 
Spirit offers s'aIva!tion th'roug.h Christ and to reject 
Christ i-s to s'in algainst the Holy 'Spirit. The apostate, 
t'he uniheJoiever in the rejection of Ohri'st sins a'gainst aU 
three persons of the Hodhead·. 'He sins against the Father 
in rej ecti-D'g His ISon. He sins against the S-on in desp'i·s~ 
ing 'H'is Jbloo'd. And he sins against t'he Holy iSpirit in 
spu'r:JI.'ing the offer of salvation tllrouglh 'the Igospel. We ' 
nee·d to realize that 'persever'in'g attac'hment to Ohrist is 
the grand m~r:k of a real 'saint. 'In the case of every pro­
fes·sor there will be 'perseverance in faith or there wHl 
be drawing lbaclc unto .perdition. ":rnIere are those who 
believe much in the doctrine of the divine preservation 
of the sain-ts. But sOme ot 't'hem 'do not have much relish· 
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for ·the doctrine of human perseverance. Both doctrines 
. are true.. God: preserves us ibut we pei'isevere. The Book 
of Hebrews add·res·ses itself to· human responsibility'and 
therefore in this Epistle the emphasi,s is on huma:p. ipel"se­
verance ra,ther than' uipOn divine ,preservation. It is true 
that ,God preserves us. Weare kept 'by the 'power of God 
but it is through faith, not !because of our faith, but 
through faith. And 'We can only know ,that our faith is 
the faith of God'·g elect !by our ipersevering in it. ,s.: .. ing 
faith i,s persever'ing faith not temporary.faith. In J"hn' 
ei'giht thir,tY-'one our 'Lord said to some Jews who had 
profess'ed, faith in Him, "If ye 'continue in my word, then 
are ye my ·di'sciples indeed." We :may 'argue tnis point 
from analogy. God ,gives ,faith to the sinner in th,e be­
,ginning ibut it is ,the 'sinner who exerci-ses the faith. We 
do not preach ,that because 'God 'gives fa:ith to the sinner 
that the s·inner l's under no dbIi'gatio'n W ~elieve. We 
preach that he that'lbeHeveth not shall be u.1mned. Just 
so, the' fact that IGod,preserves us in .fait h does not mean 
that we have no 'responsiibili-ty ,to per,severe in faith. And 
so we preaCh that ;he Who does not endure to the end shall 
,be lost. Remem!ber the ·stony ground hearer who endu,red 
for a while and was lost In the end. The Book of He­
brews 'is a cont1nuous appeal to persevere -in faith with 
the warning ,that if anyone turns !back 'God's soul will 
have no 'plea'sure in' him and he turns !back to hios ruin. 

.A!pos·tasy is unbelief but all unbelief is not apostasy 
An 31postate is one ,who starts out in the Chri'stian race 
but does not continue. He ·falls !by the wayside. Tht:se 
Hebrews h~d ·started out 'in the Christian profession but 
the writer seems to 'sense a 'threatened defection and 
warns agains,t d,rawing lback unto perdition. 

" 
The Doom of the Apostate 

The punishm.ent of ;the apostate is descr~bed as "a cer­
tain 'fearful 'looking for of jud'gment and fiery indigna­
'tion, whiCh ,shall devour the adversaries". 'This does not 
mean that the judgment is sure but rather indicates a 
certain kind of jU'd'gment. Just as' we speak' of a certain 
man or a certa-in city the judgment of the apostate is a 
. certain kind of jud'gment. It is a fearful lOO'king form of 
jud'gment in wl1'i'ch ·the ·soul 'is 'seized with awful fear. 
And, i,t is a fiery jlud'gment. Albout ·t'he most terdble pain 
is that caused by fire 'BInd so hell is descri'bed as a place 
of everlasting ·fi,re. 'Call what the BiIb~e has to 'say about· 
hell and everlasting 'fire 'filgurative lan'guage if you will, 
but you 'haven't les'sened ·the severity of the punishment 
one whit. J:f it is .fig.urative ianguage the reality wil1!be 
equal to the ·figure. Figurative language in the 'Bible' 
is never e~a!ggeration. The punisihment of the apostate 
will 'be more severe thim fuat for Ibre'aking the law of, 
Moses. 'The mBln 'Who desp'isedMoses' law died without 
mercy at the mouth of two Ol' three witnesses, ibut the 
Christ~rejector wui ·meet with more .severe puniShment. 
It is more dan'gerous to reject the ,gospel than it is to 
Ibrealk the Ten 'Commandments. Gospel times are danger­
ous times! Tampering 'and tri'fl:ing 'with the 'gospel i's 
wicked and dan'gerous !busines's. 

])11. 
A More Cheerful Note 

iN ow -in 'the clo'sing 'section of the pas'sa'ge 'before us the 
w,ri-ter is more 'Cheerful BInd; confident concerning the 
Hebrews. 'He thInks of their past faithfulness as evidence 
of their genuine convendon and he uses that to cilllt'hem 
:bac:k and to Ciheer them on. He calls them to remem-

brance of former days. He caBs them !back 'in memory 
to the time 'oftheir first love. He rem'inds them th1:lt they 
began their Christian 'career in .suffe'I·ing, Upon ,their 
proies'sion of faith. they ,became targets of the enemy; 
suffering 'for IChrist was' nothing new to ·these Hebrews. 
And we are told that ,these sufferings were partly in 
their ow~ persons and partly in theil' ,sym·pa·thy and part­
nership wifu others. These Helbrews had not been ex­
posed to wildl'beasts in' the a'rena. None of ,them ;had !been 
burned at the stake. But -they ihad !been made a gazing 
stoC'k, a theatrical show 'by reproaches and afflictions and 
they had suf.fered in sympathy wi,tJh other Ohristians who 
had ·suffered unto dea'th. The wl'iter himself 'aC'knowled,ges 
their sympathy for him 'in h'is bonds 'rememlber'ing Ihow 
they had silffered loss· of their goods a·nd had ibeen 'sup­
ported 'by the realization that they had 'in heaven a Ibetter 
and an enduring substance. Beloved, the life we lose 
on ea:rth in suffering ·for Ohrist ,will be fou~d in heaven. 
Cast not therefore away your confidence, which. hath 
great recompence of rew·ard. Let us hold fast to our con­
fession of hope for He is faith-fu,} th'at hath promised. 
Don't throwaway your faith or your confidence in Christ 
for it will bring grand returns., Hope to the end for th~ 
blessings that ar,e .sure to come .. 

The Need of Patience 
Then the writer tells these Hebrews that they need 

patience, endurance untiI ·the win of God has Ibeen done 
concerning them. 'Then the ;thing promised w'ill 'be in 
'their 'pos'session. He 'is :telling them that aU the suffer­
ings and afflictions that they are ~periencing are within 
the secret and mysterious will of 'God and ·that ,they are 
to have pat'ience until the wil!l of Goil concerning filem 
has Ibeen accompli-shed. And he encouiaJges them 'by SBlY­
ing that their 'sufferings wiD 'soon 'be over; There is 
nothin'g .. that 'supports peopl'e in time ,of trOl\llble like the 
t'hought that it will soon :be over. Ju'st as a general tells 
'his 'soldiers that the war wrH soon Ibe over and they can 
retur.n Ihome to their loved o~e~ .proy'i'ded they !hold on a 
little 'longer. ·S:o the writer is appealing to and encourag­
ing the 'HEfurews to hold on, hold fast file confess'ion of 
their hope without wavering. . He reminds :his readers 
·that t'he 'Lord will sihortly come to deI,iver them. At this 
point the author ,ma!kes a 'free quotation f.rom Halb"a'klkuk. 
In the days of Haiba~uk the prophet's circumstan~es 
were quite s:imilar to what they were in these Idays' of 
the Helbrews. And the Lord assured Habaiklkuk that de­
Hverance would ,come withdut delay. Now t'he author 
of ·this Epistle Iby inserting the. article identi·fies the de­
-riverer spo'ken 'Of Iby HaJbakkuk as the 'Messiah, ,the com­
ing One. I.:think this prom,'ise has a wonderful application. 
To the suffering Hebrews it meaont t'hat their deliverance 
would soon come in the f.all of Jerusalem. The overthrow 
of Jerusalem, !1ndi the Temple with its worship was the 
official' end of Juda'ism .. The destruction of Jerusalem 
ended the 'Persecution 'of the Ohr'istians iby the Juda:izers. 
W:hen Titus destroyed J erusa.em ij;he Ohristians were 
delivered ·from persecution Iby uillbelievin1g Jews. There 
must 'a:lso !be an ultimate reference to the second eomi,ng 
of Jesus -Christ. When He :comes to judge t'he world H'is 
people will rest an:d Ibe at the end of a}ll t'heir troubles. 
Secondo 'Thessalonians, ehapter one verses six to ten are 
explicit here. 

'~Seeing it is a righteous thing witih God to recompense 
tribulation !tJo them that troulbie you; And to you Who are 
troulbled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shaH !be 
revea:led from heaven w'ith his milghty. an,gels, in flamin-g . 
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fke :taking vengeance on them that ilffiow not God, and 
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who 
·shaH Ibe punishedo wi'th everlasting destruction f·rom the 
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of hid power; 
When he. shall come to Ibe ·glorified in ibis Sl8:ints." 

'The aut'hor ends this section with the as'surance that 
'he 'did not think the Hebrews. were apostat.es. He says, 
"But we a're not of them who draw Ib'aclc unto ,perdition; 
but of them that Ibelieve to the saving of the 'soul." 'The 
apostle ,warns against aposta'sy and d:escr~bes thes'in and 
the doom of the aposta·te. But he la!bels nobody as an 
aposfate. 'The '''we'' is very·emphatic. We have nothing 
to do. with th'i,s business of drawing back. We .belong to 
them who beHeve to the saving of the ·soul. .salvation.here 
is not preseIlt 'aspect of salvation- in justification, but sal­
vation in its final-and~ fuH and complete sense. The writer 
does not 'say "'who have believed", ibut "who 'believe", ·who 
will ·persevere i;n fai:th until the fuU and final and com­
plete day of glorification. The writer wants to !keep .these 
Helbr~ws as far away from apostasy 'as he 'possilbly can. 

A ,great man once advertised for a coachman ·for his 
wife. The road ·sihe travelled; for Tecreation 'and p'leasure 
ran by a deep ravine on the mountain side. And to the . 
several a'pplicants for the position he asked this' one ques­
tion. "How close to that precipice wou-Id you drive' or 
can you drive without dan'ger to tIly wife?" One answered 
that !he bel'ieved he could drive within s'ix feet of that 
preci·pice without danger. Another said that he was' ·sure 
he could: d'rive ·within three feet without danger. And a 
third ·said -that .he fel't sure that he was sO''Slldlfui as a 
driver that he cou'ld drive within one foot without dan-ger. 
But one man -sa'id, "I will 'keep as far on the other side 
as I ,pos'si'bly can for the s'ake of your wife"s safety." 
It does not require 'any-intellectual acumen to 'know which 
of these applicants .got "the j'Ob. . 

Apostasyi-s a Igreat .precipice and. our author is seeking 
.to 'keep his' ·readers ·as far away from 'it as possilbl~. May 
the Lord bless the truths we have tried to !br'in'g from 
th'i's :portion of 'Hi,s blessed Word. 

Bible. School Lesson Outline. 
Vol. 19 Fourth Quarter Lesson 2 Octobel; 9, 1955 

OLiVE ,L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tw.) 

SEPARATION FROM APOSTASY 
Lesson Text: 2 ICorii.nJ~}rl:ans 6 :1-10, 14-18; 7 :1: 
Golden Text: "Wlheretfore come' out tfrom amoIllg'them; and be 

ye separate, sai1Jh tihe Lord, and touch not the ·imclean 
tJhirug; 'and I Win receive you."-2 oQorinlflh[ans 6:17. 

I. The Exhibition of Ohristian Grace: verses 1-10. 
We 'are ca!l.,le'dto be co-'l·a:bourers 'W1i.1jfu God (1 Cor. 3:9; 

2 Coo:. 5 :'1.8, 19). The work and ilfue workers be'l.OJlIg to Him 
(IMaIbt. 21 :28; JOhn: 15 :'1'6). It iIs His !to 'CO'IIlmand and em-· 
power, ours to Obey ·and trust (IM·att. 28:18-20; John 20:21). 
We are .to !he workers, not slhirkers (JoIhn 5:1'7; 9:4; 2 l1hess. 
3:11); tihe work <Y.f God d~ands '~blood, sWeat, toH and 
tea:rs." 

God 'has a. sovereLgn pUrlpO'Se in ibesto'w'ing grace upon men 
(!Eph. 2:4-10; Tit. 2:11-1'4). 'How 'sO'le>mn ifue !truth tIIhaJt we 
may Ireceive lIlli'S graiCe in: V'aih (R'om. 6:1; Gal. 2:21), 'by 
faiHntg to aJPIPropn'ate it to OUI'IS'e'lves, or by TadG.ing to 'live 
i't "out! A prisoner !Wh'O refuses Offered pardOlll remains a 
pris'on'el' ·(Reib. 2:1-03). Then, :tihe 'grace of God may 'be in vain 
'as fur aiS O1llr ~tiIm'()ll1iy Ito otihe1'l9 is concerned, If iilt does not . 

·bear f.ruit in Qur J!ives. M'any deny :tJhe faiilfu 'by tJh~ir conduct; 
their actions ireutra1.ize the .eiifeet. of Itheir woxds (1 Tim. 
5:8; Jude 4).' .: . 

The ,Lord had heard ltihe cry of' the CorInifuians and had 
.saved tihem; lIJh·at 'Was 1Jhe day of 'gr3lCe foo: them (PIS·a. 69:13; 
I·sa. 49:8; Luke' 4:19). Now is· tJhe iliime far 'a!I.'l IW'ho would 
!be saved. to caiq upon !the Lo·rd (Eool. 3:1; Reb. '3:-12); ·to­
morrow'may be too J.ate ·(!Ptrov. 27:1; 29:1; Jsoa. 55:6; Luke 
1.3:25; John 7:'3'3). 

The ApOlS1Jl'e had: fYVery m'ght to exhort!; 'the ICorinthians to 
Iho~y livirug, Slinee Ihe fdrst set itlhem ·tilie examPle. He gave no 
occasIon o!f sltumlbl'ing, and !his mindstraJtion comd not be 
blaJrned ('R'OIm. 14:13; 1 Cox. 10:3'3). I!t was thl'olllgih no fault 
of his ·that. :the 'OOIriniOhi-an's had fal'len' into 'sin; 'his cond:u~ 
'wad' been consistent. 

Bam 'Cdmmended 1h[llllsel!f to ... tihe Corintians in fOUT ways: 
(1) By hisatitifude ;iru itfue tiJm~ of suffering. He ,had eX1hibited 
patieJllCe and stead.!fastnelss amid'Sit t1;rtjaJI.S--trilbu['ation (2 Cor. 
11:26); necess'ities (2 Cor. 12:10~12), s'traiotened circum­
stances; amid'S!; tp'ers'ecution 'at !the·ihands ·oIf men - 'Stripes 
(2 Cor. 11:23, 24), itmprisonmentm (Acts 26:22~), UipIl'08Jl'S 
(AJcts 13:50; 14:5, 19); amidSlt SOTrOWS COllJllooted witt'h h~ 
mi'll'istry - la/bours (IR'()1ffi. 1'6:!-2; 2 'Cor. 1I:'28),sqeepiess 
nights (21C0r. 11:27) I'aicIk of food (1 Cor. 4:11; P'h':i'l.,4·:11-14). 
(2) ·By 'tihe eJlJhiilbihi'On o!f .tihe Igilf.ts of tihe S;p'ir'iJt;. ihe !lived' in 
the 'a1imosp'here 'Of puri'ty, know'ledJge, patience, kindness, ··sin­
cere aiffec'tion, 'trulbh and pOlWer. ('3) lBy his Ohristian conQuct. 
He 'had put on the panoply of'God ('Rom. 13:12; 2 Cor. 10:4; 
Eph. 6:011-17), and' he was un!h:a.rmed 'by 1fue pradse of ,his 
friend'S or itJhe ISl'ander of .his· foes. (4) By hi's Ohl'i'st::i'an char­
acter. !His enemies ·sIpoke of ihilm as a d'ece'i'Ver, yet 'he was 
true (1 -Cor. 4:1,2, 13); 'to outsiders' he was unkntown, but t'O 
tJhe s'ai-nts ihe wa'S well known and undeI'lS'tood:. H~ was dyirug 
d'ai-iy as Ito ltJhe :fIlesh, but :he _ was l'ivirug -in the ISipirit ('~'Om. 

.8:36.; 2·00r. 4:10-1,2). He ,profited by the disc'iJp'lineof God 
(Psa. 118:18). He knew !both sorrow and joy (2 Cor. 7:4), 
·poverty ankl'lW'ea!l.·tJh (2ICor. 8:9). . 

II. The Exhortation to Ohristian Holiness: verses 14-18; 7:1. 
Plaul exhOillted' 1fue ICordnthian Chrd'stians to sepaJrate them­

selves from a;la com'P11c~lly w:ilth evil, f.rom aI,1 cl'OS'e world~'Y 
associations 'and from a:11 'harmfu:l prac'ti.ces. An unequa:l yoke 
'is hard ito bear; it causes dilfficulty land frictIon, w'hiiJe .it also 
'hind'ers pro-gtl'eS's-(J>eut. 22:10; 1 Cor. 1:9; 10:21). One should 
nat enter into :a ~aJr.tnersh!itp tWthere ful'l co-operatioor ~s ~m­
poISs'ilbl'e because of 13lCk of unity in ,the :things of 'liheStpirilt. 
Believers are rig1hteous, justitf'i~ by faith, bu!t unbel'ievers 
'are un\l'li:g'hteous (1 Co~. 6:9-11); !believer's are Chdadlren of' 
'light, bu.t un'beldevers are 'lJhe e'hild!reni of dar mess (,Ep'h. 
5:7-11). Be'liievers a.re tihe clJ.ildren of God, wlhi'le d'i:Sbelie'Vers 
are tJhe ch!i,l~n otfIS'atan' (John 8:44). 

Idol'atVy" was very prev·a1'eJlt in tilie ancien It ci,ty 'Of Corinth, . 
hence the ,believers 'Were 'Wa!I'lIfed! agains't .th'at sin (1 ·Oor. 
10:7, 14). 1'hey must,'rememlber that itJheir bodies 'Were the 
temple of 1fue Holly Slpird.t '(I Cor. 3:16). The Lord. muSll; have 
the SUipreime plaiCe in: OUll' ;th'OU'gIh'ts ~d aJ:f.fecti'Ons (Matt. 19: 
16-22), for we are not our o.wru (1 COIl'. 6:19,20). 

'Immorality was another sin which wa.s ,rife 'in Corinth a Cor. 5:1, 1'3). We Corinitlhians 'Were exhorted :to separate 
thelmselves ftrom 'aq;l fuat was W!lho'1'Y ·and unclean, aJl..J .tfuat 
would !P01aute tIh'Ellm ·(John 17:115; 1 Cor. 10:8; 1 Tim. 5:22). 
Such an eJI1hor.taJtion Is 'grea11l.y n~ed·ed·!ion our own· day. On 
fue poS!iti-ve side, God ca!l.ll·s us to a life 'of holiness (1 Thess. 
4:3; 2 Ti·m.2:22; Reb. 12:14; 1 ,Pet. 1:15,16).· 

1'he reS'll!ltof separati'On f.rom sin and 'B~parallJ.ion unlto God 
is the consci'Ousness 1iliat we lbelolllg to Him. Fe>}.lOtwslh'itp with 
the Lord is 'Po'S'si/blle onl'y when . .sin has been carufased, 
el'eansed and tput away (:ISla. 59:1, 2; 1 John' 1:9). Then, and 

-,then 'Only have 'We the ·righ't to eXlpect the Lord !to manifesit 
Hitmse'lif unlto us as our Fa1fuer (Exod'. 29:415, 46; Lev. 26: 
11, 12). 

Daily Bible ·Readings 
Oct. 3-'.l1he Law of SepBJI'at'i'On ................................ Deut. 7:1-11 
Oct. 4-'llhe Appeal for Separation .. : ................. IHeb. 13:1-14 
Oct. 5-The N'eCes'S~ty fur'Sap·aration ... : ........ ·2 Tim. 2:20-26 
Oct. 6-The ,Bless'ing !if SepaJI'ation, ........................ Jer. 31:1-9 
Oct. 7-1'he Reward of Separation ................................ 1 John-1 
Odt. S:-Tlhe Dema.nd :i'o-r Hotlin~ss ............. , .......... Reb. 12:11-17 
M. 9-The Call[ Ito 1H00Iiness ................................ 1 ·Pet. 1 :1'5-25 
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