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AN IDEAL

—

PREACHER

/

The law of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found in his lips: he walked
v with me in peace and equity, and did turn many away irom.iniquity. (Mal. 2:6).

EOPLE of the world and even many IChristians have

a strange conception of the ideal preacher. How
often do 'we "hear some minister described as “ideal”
simply because he is a “good ‘mixer”, “a voung people’s
man” or “broad-minded”. ‘These would seem to be the
qualities that are all-essential in the minds of some. Yet
the Word of ‘God presents a picture that is in sharp con-
trast to the world’s ideal becauise the Lord’s emphasis is
upon those characteristics that have eternal consequence.
In thg last book of the Old Testament is found this
choice gem that appears at thé head of this article. 1t

is a brief but weighty description of the true preacher'

of the gospel of grace. 1In this verse the prophet is
speaking  primarily of Aaron and. the early priests of
Levi and he holds them up as examples to the decadent

* priests.of his own day. It is a noble picture that is here

’

presented and one that may be very legitimately applied
to the Christian ministry. .
; ' 1.

THE LAW OF TRUTH WAS IN HIS MOUTH.
pret this sentence in many ways.
observe that i
the -preacher it must have first found lodging in his
heart. This is the great prerequ1s1te for the gospel min-
istry for “out of the heart are the issues of life”. If a

+minister is to beckon lost souls to the fountain of life,
‘he must himself have stooped and tasted the life-giving
waters. No amount of learning, no gifts of oratory and
no degree of pleasmg pe'rsonahty can ever compensate
for-the lack of saving faith in the preaeher “Oh,” de-
clares someone, “can we not assume that the preacher is
a 'Christian?” “No! neither preacher nor anyone else

‘We can inter-
First of all we may

can afford to assume with regard to this matter; cer-

tainty is the order of the day. We wonder how much
infidelity would disappear if preachers examined their
own relationship to God before uttering statements that

" were dlshonoumng to the Lord Jesus Chrlst and to His

Word.

the law of truth is really in the mouth of

If the-Word has found lodging in the heart and has
issued forth unto eternal life, then the lips 'will readily
confess the Lord Jesus Christ. The true preacher then
will have one message upon his llps — the gospel or the
law of truth. If this message is missing then he is no
servant of the Lord Jesus Christ. His own salvation may
be secure but he is-put asidé as a castaway, unfit for
service, Again, we are forced to wonder howemany born-
again preachers are silent and do not have the law of
truth upon their lips simply because of the fear of man.
They are not the propagators of pernicious heresy but are
the purveyors of sweet nothings. How shall such a ser-
vant dare to face the Judge of all the earth?

How can the law of truth be upon the faithful preach- -
er’s lips if he has mever concerned himself with the study _
of the Word? He may be saved and he may preach the
first principles of the gospel but there is a sad lack if .
he does not lead the flock into,the green pastures of the

" Word. Pretty ¢ssays and sob stories are poor substitutes

for the Word of life. If the week has been taken ud with
reading everything else but the Bible, the preacher will
find that he has short rations to offer on the Lord’s Day.
'The voice of the Lord will seem to declare -— -“Wherefore
wilt thou run, my son, seeing thou hast no tidings ready"”
(TI Sam. 18:22). -

Some brethren seem to disparage a st'udy of the Word
and a careful preparation of sermons on the ground that
the Holy ‘Spirit will give the message at the desired mo-
ment. They cite Luke 12:11, 12 in support of their con- ~
tention — “And when they bring you unto the syna-
gogues, and unto magistrates, and powers. take ye no
thought how or what thing ye shall answeéx] or what ye

“shall say: For the Holy Ghost shall 1?éac’h you in the same

hour what ye ought to say.”. How-precious is that prom-
ise! It in no way however encourages that laziness which
. would seek to excuse one from studying the Word and
med-ita~bing on messages from the Word. This promise
of the Lord is for disciples in the time of ‘emergency for
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then the Lord declares that He will give them resources
" of which they never knew. When-we declare that the pas-
- tor should “study to shew. 'h1mself approved unto God”,"
‘we. in no way ;overlock the work of the Holy Spirit :for
'w1thout Him all our accumulated facts are unrelated and .
barren With. His presence they pulsate with power and.

' the Word is brought home to prepared -hearts. . s

Great, in the eyes of heaven is that pastor of w'hom
it can he truly saxd “The law of truth was in his mouth”
The world may ~regard him as old-fashioned and out of
date- and may  laud some' modern, ‘shallow orator who
prates of “the congengsus of modern scholarshlp and payr-

- ades hlls rags of “learnmg” but even the world w111 turn
. tothe true Than of God- in the hour of cnsls

4

II.

' IINIQUm'r w'As NOT FOUND IN HIS LIPS- "We are told that .

this can Jbe ‘renderéd . — “Perverse: judgment was ' not .
found in hls lips.”
. ‘adorng thé doctrine-of God his Saviour.— His convevsa-

tion jis calculated to edify. and so he ‘does not assume a - |

- bitter, censoruous attitude toward all others. He does not
. become: cntlcal for ‘the love.of ‘harmmg others. He does

;. not speak- w1t'h 'the Isole intention of 'brmgl-ng others into

. 'become Ibltter'

- disreputé..

How edsy . it would be for a true servant of Christ to
In' our day there is so much of a false
tolerance. n’ ‘the, -air’ that those who are men are called
+ to play the part of prophebs and ‘to ispeak out against
-erfor in. hlg‘h (and religious) np]:aces Such just- rebuke
L i naturally dlshked and the servant of .Christ will be

"“maligned even |by some who s‘hould dare tostand for the’

“sake -of the gospel.. *How one. is tempted to reply and:

' pay 'back the criticism in like coin. - This- word however
re'strams — Imqurty was not found inchis lips.”

The true. pastor ‘who wisely reframs from mahg'nmg

* his ' enemies has "a promlsed b]essmg in the Word —

“Blessed-are.ye. when meir shall revile you, and persecute

" you, and shall say all manner of evil against you fallsely,

- ets which were before you.’ ¥ (Matt. 5:11, 12).

for my sake; ReJO"lce, and be exceeding glad: for great is
yéur reward in heaven: for.so persecuted they the proph- -
We shall
~fearlessly answer all’ their "error arnd mereilessly expose
thexr unbelief- and . false practises but agamst thelr per-

- sons we refuse-to speak “iniquity”.

"‘/ Ce 111 P S
. He WALKED WITH ME IN PEACE AND EQUITY HO'W im- .

’ who have fallen in sin,

- 'This too could" apply to the pastor s utterances to those
“He' speaks-not as some clerical’-

- Sir Ggacle but as one sinner to another.. Hence it is with -

: ten'derness that rhe treats those whé have been overtaken

in sin, Their s1n he w111 and.must expose but he does not

e speak mlqwlty (or ufbter perverse judgment) with the in-

Itentlon’ of harmmg them. He recalls the words of .our.
Lord __“He 't}hat is without sin- among you let h1m flrst

‘cast astone XN (John 8. o

.\ .

portant ig the 'preac‘her 's .walk and .every: day life! “Your

_..*actions spea;k so loudly that I: cannot hear your words!”

'This 48 surely a warnmg ‘that mte]lectual orthodoxy w1th-

- -out exemplary living ‘is nothmg more than as soundlmg

Jbrass- and. g tmklmg cymbal. L
" The preacher himsélf ‘must walk with God if he would

he used tobring others to “the Lord.: Blessed is he upon.. .

In short his everyday con'versatlon -

~

.whose tomb "(yea, &nd over whose life) it-could be writ-."

XHe walked with God”.
close acqualntance of Ithose who are> great or who have

R

We rejoice to have the - .

.‘essential for that which-is optional.
tute for this walk. w1th Gad .andany 1m1'tamlons oI such . '-_' *
; .plety are. dl'sgustmvg . , ’

'Speexfleally the Lordl declares of the t1 ue preacher that ;
“he walked with me.
'-cannot be a sham for all things are naked and-open unto

“The world
. may never commend sioch a walk for it commends those

A o
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great names: Some people never ease to talk of seeing
from a distance. some monarch or .statesman. The true
servant of the Lovd has another amlbltlon — Ihe deSIres
to walk with. God. .

tThls deep personal d'evo'tlon and exemp']ary 'wallk is what
impressés one in readmg of. the lives of 'the mu'gh[ty ser-

,vants of God. As’ ‘one. reads the Autohlography of C. H.-

xS«pungeon, for\mstance ‘he is aware" of the-fact that

_ Spurgeoén’s greatness cannot be accounted for.apart from
‘That.,
. prince of preachers could: regularly\ preach with rpower'f )
. to five thousand because he was perpetually in tune- with - .

&, consideration of His own personal devo'tlonal life.

the Inflmte . s
T the hurry of the regular and necessarv dutles of

. hfe and the pastora'te, the preacher must &ver. be caréful

_that he doés not Jose “out by “forfeiting Athis. which is
There is:10 substi-

,Hence the walk-of personal devotion
the eyes. of Him. with . whom' “we have to do.

-who walk contrary fo -the gospel. What do we care for
theé. world if we know that we have the approfbatlon of
heaven" - -

-~ . . '. '-
: . v, = 7o .

HE . . . DID TURN MANY AWAY FROM INIQUITY. If the
preceding. three-fold: description is true, then the, end

-
P

. .
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"‘resu'lt is tha;t such a preacher-will be used to turn many

~

away from their sins. Here isour grand desire — to see
men truly saved. Any -other results, however good, will
leave a void within our souls for we know that the gospel
preacher is cailed for this great work.

Some ‘will declare with plausible piety that they are

content to. labour without such results. There is a sense .

in 'W'th’h this is true hut we fear that often it is an ex-
cuse. We long to see souls saved.

Does this not demonstrate that in the eyes of heaven
the work of true evangelism is of immense importance?
Some preaeher~ wid stanc. before the Judge of all the

earth and point to théir credit so many hundreds or
thousands of sprinkled children or immersed adults, so
‘many thou'sands of church-additions, so many burials and

80 many marrlages_‘ The Lord requires souls! “They-
that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firma-

ment: and they that: tur.n many to’ rlghrteousness as the
stars for ever and ever.”, (Dan, 12:3)

Souls are the seal of our ministry and wuthout them
we have a holy dissatisfaction. Such a longing will be
the portion of the trie servant of Jesus Chnist. )

. Lord, send us .1nore such ministers and so bless Thy
churc‘he‘s' . ;-

TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY

“WE BELIEVE IN A TRAINED MINISTRY”
By ‘the President, Dr. H, C. Slade L

“We believe in 4, trained fmmllstry” are the words of
one, who through years of careful study and keen obser-
vation, has come to cherlsh a very ‘high ideal for the
gospel ministry. -They were actually uttered at ‘the
moment when the speaker, a devoted ‘Christian lady, was
in the act of making one of her many large glfts to the
Semmary While not herself a pulbhc woman, she recog-

nizes, with multitudes’ of others in our day, that unless -

one is naturally a genius, such-as men like C. H, Spur-_

- geon, and our beloved founder, Dr. T. T. Shields, in

order to become proficient as a pastor and effective as a,
preacher, a certain period of preparatory spiritual and
mental cultivation is absolutely necessary. Toronto
Baptist Seminary exists for the express purpose of pro-
viding this essential training. The apostacy of our day
waxes worse and worse. There is no church or denomina-,
tion which has not been affected by the drlft away from
the historie IChristian faith. The answer t¢ this drift,
and the key to our situation as ‘evangelical Baptists in
our programme of evangelism, is the Seminary.

1 IThe stand which Toronto Baptist Seminary takes on
the Bible as the _infallible, inerrant Word of God, and
its meticulously planned curriculum to provide the most
thorough theological course possible, have- already this
summer atfracted young men from as far away .as
Australia, England, Wales and Ireland. All of these are

now registered -as students, and will begin their trammg :
’ - students have gone to the ends of the earth, fired with a

in the fall,
In our Dean, Dr. C. D Cole-and the other members of
the faculty, we believe God has sent us the very best.
‘We hope to hear Trom. other prospective stirdents who
feel the call of 'God into full-time Christian service before
t'he next semester opens on September 19th.

.‘/ -

N
BRIEF HISTORY ON THE SEMINARY
.-By Dr. O. L. Clark
~  The Purpose Firm
'THE GOSPEL, ‘WITNESS of : August 27, .1925, thirty

- Years ago, contamed a momentous article by the Editor,

Dr. T. T. Shields, setting forth the foundation principles..

of “The Toronto Baptlst Pastors’ College” which he pro-

‘posed.to establish, - Modermsm was rampant in many of

the theological institutions, and safe evangelical training
schools’ were either situated at a distance or were not

committed to teaching cur distinctive Baptist doctriries.

McMaser Umver31ty, hltherto the loglcal trammg centre
for Bapist mmls'ters was deflnltely following the
existing. trend toward Modernism, in spite of the strong
protest of many Evangehcals of Ontario anld\Quevbec the
spokesman for‘jwhom was Dr. Shields. Something ‘must
‘be done at once. ‘One brief sentence in THE GOSPEL WIT-
NESS of Décember 28, 1926, announced the fulfilment of
the Founder’s purpose and the culmination of this im-
portant missionary- prOJect g :
Toronto Baptist Seminary, the new Bapt1st Col-

lege rendered necessary by the.inreads of Modernism,
. will open its c]asses on January 4th, 1927, in the
. lSemmary B'lllldlnlg, 337 Jarvis-St., Toronto.

So wisely did the founders of this institution build that
in spite of the passing of the years and .the changing
economic, social and religious, conditions, the same prin-
ciples are still considered to be the most sound, and they
still .govern the policy of Toronto Baptist Seminary, With-
out apology we print ‘again in suibqtantually the sfame
form as originally written by Dr. S'h1e1ds in 1925 the
article entiled “Our Educational Ideal”. . :

The Noble Band

Since that opening date, January 4th, 1927, successive
classes of students have been tramed in +he Seminary
for the work of the Liord, at home 'and abroad. It is now
twenty-six years wince the first G;adpa_,_uon Exercises
were held. For over a quarter of a century, -except for
a hreak of three years during World War II, .this teach-
ing ministry has been ‘continuous. 'Graduates and former

passion for the souls of men, and at the same time trained
intellectually and spiritually according to the standards

-of the Word of God. In seftled pastorates, in pioneer-

fields, in schools, colleges, training institutes in Canada
and other lands: they are to.be found, spreading the
IGospel message. - In foreign Ilands, mc]udmg France,
Switzerland, Indla, Jamaica and South. America, they
are engaged in language work,, visitation, printing: or
radio. As murses, teachers, col'porteurs and deaconesses
the lady gradustes do theu' part. .Others occupy less
consplcuous positions, but falthfully bear responsihilities
in their home churches.”

* * The, Sh:rateglc Advance . -
In this age of world confusion 'and perplexity there is

?
an ever-increasing neéd for leaders with a burning zeal

for the Lord, a'steady hand and sound mind, men with
hope for the future, with knowledge of the plan_and pur-
pose of God and of H_is unchanging grace, men who ‘will

A
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uncompromisingly stand for the faith and confidently"
declare the Lord’s answer to individual,. ecclesiastical,

- national and international -prolblems. The call for .Baptist
ministers of faith and conviction is insistent, and this
is the hour for ddvance, as far as the .Semmarv is con-
cerned. We have a message for the hour. As the enemy
seems to be commg in.like a flood, the -Spirit of the Lord
is lifting up a standard against him. Doors of opportun-
ity are swinging open for fearless and active servants
of the Lord.

~

@MApm:twn,
Pastors !
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. Send Today for Your

Copy of the New

PPROSPECTUS
of

TORONTO BAPTIST
. SEMINARY

Wise Investments

Since w1sdom has already been shown to be “justified
. of her children”, and since there is every prospect of an
_ increasing field of uséfulness for the graduates and stu-
dents of Toronto Baptist Seminary, we would urge the
Lord’s stewards who believe the Word of God and who
desire that the faith shall be propagated in all its purity
to support this worthy cause. TInvest now for eternity.
Many could give us a “living endowment”, sending each
month as large a sum as possible, either through the local
church or, through the ‘Seminary office. We would ask
those who are stewards of cash, property, s-tocks or lbonds.,
to remember us in .their wills.. To avoid difficulties in
the execution of wills, and if you would be assured -that
your money will be used of the Lord to further His King-
dom through the :Seminary, you may commit the invest-
‘ments to our keeping now, and we will give a written
undertaking not to touch the principal during the life-
time of the benefactor, but to return' the profit on the
investment at an agreed rate, and to return some or all

- - of the principal, if this should prove necessary.
Above all, we appeal to all our friends to support
Toronto Baptist Seminary by your lovmg interest and

N prayers. ,

'SEMINARY FINANCES

Toronto Baptist Seminary is in the full sense of the
word a “work of faith”. Other larger denominations’
colleges ‘have large bequests and so do not have financial
problems. The School of ‘the Prophets is however de-
pen'dent upon the gifts of the Lord’s people. A collection
will be taken next Sunday in’ Jarvis Street Baptist
Church for the work of the school. If any of our readers
has an offering, he may send it to THE GOSPFL WITNESS
and it will be passed on to the Semmary treasurer

o Illusirafed
® Complete List of Courses

® Pictures of Faculfy
® Doctrinal Statement

You must make.a point of ordering .
- this Prospectus. It will give yom a
_ ) EIGHTY YEARS YOUNG! ,

Dr, Robert ‘Dubarry, beloved pastor of the Baptist
Church in Nimes, France, celeébrated his eightieth birth-
day-on Septemlber 2. Those who know him will find it
hard to believe that he has attained such years for his
ready steps, his keen wit and his marvellous memory
are those of youth. We know th'ad; many of our readers
have received profit from his devotional commentary
on Revelation and will join with ws in sending best wishes
to this man of God.

comprehensive picture- of “Canada’s
School of the PrOphets.” You - will
understand why hundreds have received
préﬁt from Toronto Baptist Seminary.
The teaching is Biblical, Evangelwal
and Baptistic. .

SUNDAY SERVICES IN JARVIS STREET

Noththstan'dvlng the fact that it was the Labour Day
Hohday Week-end, large congregations assembled in Jar-
vig $Street Church morning and evening last Sunday, Sep-
tember 4th. Dr. Slade preached with power at both ser-
wices, taking as his theme in the mornmg, “The Cure for
Dlscouragement” and in the evening “Repentance”. Two
young girls professed faith in Christ. -—0.L.C.

Fo; your copy, wrile:
THE REGISTRAR,

TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY,
337 JARVIS ST., TORONTO 2
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 The Jarbis Street Pulpit

"For Jonathan's Sake"

_ A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields R -
Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Ch'lirch, 'Toron-t-o, Sunday Evening, November 12th,'1939

(Stenographically keﬁoﬁted)

“And David said, Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may shew
him kindness for Jonathan’s sake ?”—II Samuel 9:1. :

SHALL assume that David and Jonathan need no in-
troduction to this congregation, but that we meet them
) Like some magnificent,
sculptured column, which has outlived its fellows, and,
amid the ruins of some old abbey still retains its ancient

splendour, unmoved and unmarred by the touch of time,

"
'

- L :

I begin, then, with an examination of THIS EXPRESSION
OF A SOVEREIGN’S LOVE. “Is there yet any that is left c_)f
the house of Saul, that I, may shew him kindness ?” Dav1.d
did not ask that his ‘enemies should be brought in‘@o his
presence that he might be offorded an opportunity to

so amid the wrecks of many friendships, and the ruins’ show his displeasure, to exercise his royal authority in
of many an unrequited love, the story of the mutual -anger and in judgment. But, on the contrary, he recog-

and immortal love of David and Jondthan stands out on
the page of history as a golden monument, a perpetual
reminder of the abiding and ever faithful friendship of
our Creator, God Himself. )

'Saul was the first of Israel’s kings. Jonathan was his
son, and heir-apparent to the throne. It would appear
that on the first occasion of their meeting David and
Jonathan conceived an unusual attachment for each
other. It is recorded that each loved the other as his
own soul. By some strange spiritual intuition, it.was
given to Jonathan to discern that the purpose of God in
respect to the.succession did not lie in 'the direction of
human expectation; and that David and not Jonathan
was the divinely appointed successor to Saul in the
throne of Israel. In.anticipation of the accomplishment

-of the divine purpose, when David should be exalted to

‘the throne and the kingdom should be established under
him, Jonathan proposed that they should make a coven-
ant with each other, by the terms of which David was
to guarantee his kindness to  Jonathan’s house for ever:

, “Thou shalt not cut off thy kindness from my house for

ever,” -sa.ianJona-than. To this David assented, and the
covenant was made and. sealed between them. In due
course, when years had passed, Saul and Jonathan fell
together on Gilbod’s mount. And David, you will remem-
ber, lamented over his friend, saying, “Very pleasant
hagt thou been unte me: thy love to me was wonderful,

nized that he was there as God’s representative. It was
not his own kindness but “the kindness of ‘God” he was
to dispense. This was he who sang: “Thou anointest my
‘head with oil; my cup runneth over.” And of the surplus
of the lovingkindness, of the love of ‘God, he desired to
distribute to those - who were in need. - And that is my’
subiect this evening: that “the kindness of ‘God” is no
fiction but a fact; that it is a truth which you and I
need to ‘believe, of which we need to be profoundly con-
vinced. There is such a thing as “the kindness of God.”
And if men and women here this evening did really be-
lieve, there is not one of us who would not find 'his or
her life transformed. For just in the measure in which
we believe in the lovingkindness of God, just in the
measure in which we learn to rest in His love, shall we
igrow up into Him in all things. .

Now the kindness of ‘God has been expressed in many
ways. First of all, it is expressed in the works of His
hand. For it is written: ‘“The invi-sib}é things of him
from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even his eternal
power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:”
Everywhere God has His witnesses which bear testimony
to the truth of the kindness of God. This world is full
of evidences of the great-fact that He Who made it and
arranged it for our habitation is the Lover of our souls.
‘The very mi\nera‘ls- of the earth, the tin, the lead, the

passing the love of women.” And when other years kad” iron, the copper, the silver, and the gold, these are but
passed and David had come to the throne, and God had> bells which call us to worship in His temple Who is

put the fear of him and the dread of him upon all the’

" nations round about, from that seat of authority and

- privilege David asked the question of the text.

He re-
‘mernrbered the promise he had made to his friend; he
remembered the promise of the covenant into which they
mutual'y had entered; and he asked, “Is there yet any
that is left of the house of Saul, that-I may shew him

_ kindness for Jonathan’s sake ?” :

It is not of David and Jonathan primarily that I shall

- speak; for behold, a greater than Jonathan is here. I

shall -speak to you this gve?l-ing of a sovereign’s love
expressed. a wealth of love exhibited, and a wondrous
love explained. .

pleased to inhabit the praises of Israel. A ‘hundred
fathoms deep, where the coal is mined to warm the feet
of little children;\to cook dinner for a million mouths,
to provide power to a million hands, to bridge the oceans
and span the continénts, and make men ten thousand
miles apart the neighbours of each other, — in the'cel-
lars of this great house we call the world, by the light
of a collier’s lamp, the enlightened understanding can
read. the message of the Bible-that “God is love”. We
are just now learning that all the great forces of nature,
the lightnings which make-a way for the rain, the Nia-
garas, the air we breathe — that all these great forces
are but our Father’s horses, which, though running wild
in His world, were designed to he harnessed to our pur-
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poses, to carry our messages, to drag our carriages, to do

for us that.which our fathers thought to be impossible.
And if I may paraphrase the Psalmist’s saymg, if our
ears are trained to catch the music:gf Love’s message,
you may hear it thundered by the waters as they break
upon the  bounds which God has ~set that they turn not

again to cover the earth; it is carolled by the springs-.
of the valley ds they run among the hills, and give drink -

to every beast_of the field; you may hear’it above you in
the trees-of God’s plantmg, where the birds. make their
nests, where they ;sing among the branches;- it -is echoed
from the high hills where the wild 'goats find refuge,

"and from the rocks where the conies dwell; it is borne

upon the breeze which plays upon the grass which grow-

eth for-the cattle, and upon the herb’designed for the-

service of man; on. the great and wide seas where go
the ships, where men do. business in, great waters; on
harvest plain, in flowered dale, and on the highest sun-
Kissed mountain- peak, there is left ‘the .impress of a
-loving hand. 'The lovmgkmdness of 'God is, eve'rywhere
It sparkies in the dewdrop: of the morning; it shines.in

- the shadowless noontxde, it is painted on the rainbow or-

the cloud; and whlen wrapped with evening shadows you
may read it in the crimson of the sunset—; while-at night
“the heavens de¢lare the "glory. of God,” and the stars
bear witress to thls—everlastm-g truth! — “The kindness
- of God”!

pass; the centnrles engrave it on their monuments to
* - speak when they are gone — everywhere the Tovingkind-

ness of ‘God appears, and this earth, once deluged with-

vengeance, is now- flooded with the kindness’ of God; so
‘as then with. wrath so now with mercy, the tops of the
highest hills are covered. -All nature is lighted by the
. face of God, all nature is vocal with the message of His
love, if but-our eyes were’ opened to see, our ears unstop-
ped to ‘hear. <

“For he whose eyes 't'he Lord. anoints
His ténder love may see, -
In radiant hill and woodland dnrm,
- And4inted suniset see;
For not in mockery does He £ill -
Our earth with light and grace, .
He hides’no dark and cruel will
- Be'hmd His ‘smiling face.”

Somebody will say, “Well; sir, I rathe1 like ﬁhat teach-
ing. -I have long believed that there was a testimony in
nature, and I myself love to commune with nature.” Ah,
yes, but strangély enough the testlmony of nature 1s not
sufficient. You remember how B'yron sang,

< “There is a pleasure in the pathless woods;
There is a rapture on the lonely -s'hore,

There:is society, where none Iintrudes, : -
. Bythe dee'p sea, and music in its roar,” ’

~

., --path that led' to God;.nor in _the “rapture_on the lonely
" shore” was his.soul . ever. ~caught .up in heavenl'y com-
munion. We read. in the Word of God that “the plain’

"2 - of Jordan was well watered everywheie, before the Lord

destroyed Sodom and Gomoriah, even as the.garden of the .

Lord . . . But the men of Sodom were wmked and sinners
_‘before the Lord exceedingly.” ‘O np, men are not changed
" by envuonment This race began ifs course under the
most favourable conditions possxlble "We Ibegan in. a
garden that ‘wag_vocal with the 'pralse of 'God. Yet not-
w1thstand1ng ten thousand voices’ proclalmed the love:of -

~
'

b

The. seasons sing it in their mareh;. the. years .
‘echo it in their flight; the generations write.it as they-

God, the voice of the tempt'er' was ‘hea‘rd- afbove all obhen,ﬁ,
and “sin entered into the world, and death by sin.”-

. And so, my fnends, the Lord has given to us not only
the testlmon'y of nature, but a written Word. I have not
time to quote this evemn'g "the ‘'many passages in the
Word of God which declare the lovingkindness of '‘God.

-of IGod in the Old Testament, that not until you come into
the New Testament is that great truth revealed. I won-.
der what part of the Old Testament he had been reading?
. Tt is there written: “Like as a father pitieth his children,

" so the Lord pitieth them that fear him. For he knoweth
our frame; he remembereth that we are dust.” _Is there
not love expressed there? “The Lord hath appeared of
old “unto me, saying,. Yea, I have loved .thee with an
everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I

drawn thee.”" I have not time. to quote the passages
which speak of the love of "God in the 'Old Testament.
I simply. want to tell you that the whole Bible is a
bound volumie ‘of . our Father’s love-letters. There are
hard thin'gs in the Scripture, there are stérn sayings
written in this Book, because there are things m;your
“life and mine that need to be $ternly. dealt with, But in
loving-kindness God has spoken to us, and-the whole Book
from beginning to end is inspired by a Sp1r1t of ever-
lasting, of unchanging love. - -

than they have listened to the testimony of nature.
Therefore God has given us still clearer evidence of His
lowe for men. I remember years ago hearing a man read
. the Bible, when I was a lad in the Old Country. You
jknow there are people who do not read the Bible with
their eyes: they read it with their fingers. They cannot
read- your Bible or.mine. They must have one especially
prepared, because the sense of sight has failed. They
_must learn the truth through the sense of 'touch. And’I
remember a man who used to sit at a certaln Iplace on
the old Bristol' bridge in England. He sat on a’ camp-'
stool with a large Bible on his knees before him. And
the third chapter of John seemed to.be his favourite
chapter. He had a little cup fastened about his neck,
into ‘which the passers-by threw their pennies as he
. read. And I heard him redading again and again with
his fingers, that great word, that epitomized Bible, that
condensation of all that ‘God ever said ‘to men: “For
God so loved the world, that he gave-his only begotten
_ Son, that whosoever believéth in him -should not perish,
but have everlastmg life.”- You will remember that on
thé eighth day after His resurrection; when the.disciples
were gathered behind shut doors for fear of the Jews, -
Jesus appeared agdin in the midst of them. And on this
" occasion one disciple, who had been abserit a week earlier, .
“Thomas, called Did'ymus, was present And Jesus said

- " to Thomas — if I may again resort to paraphrase
* but poor Byron never found in the “pabhless woods" a _

“Thomas, T have. been a long time with you, telhng you
every morning, every noonday, every evening, always the
same old story, that God is love. But though I have been a
“long time with you, yet thou hast not ‘known me, Thomas
And so at last I have brought to you 4 blind man’s Bible.
iCome near and read it with your fingers! It is written
in my hands and feet and side, that God loves the world.”
And since Jesus died at the place called Calvary, this
~ sinful world has been left without any excuse for un-

belief. . ‘God hath spoken His last word in the Word In-
carnate, and He has proclaimed this everlasting truth
that -is wrought into the very foundation, into 'the very

I heard oné say once that you could not find the- love -~

Yét men have not heard the wrltten Word any more
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constrtutlon.of the ﬁmverse, that is proclaimed by every
voice that speaks by every creature He has made, the
everlastmg truth that God is love., ~ -

Im. - -

' And now further, here is A WEALTH OF LOVE EXHIBITEDT
“Is there yet ‘any that is left of the house of Saul, that

I may shew the kindness of God unto him?”’ David. did
not issue a general, and unrestricted mvxtatlon for all

his hand.
pe?sons and only -such might receive it from him. ‘Who
were they? They were to be members.of the house.of
.Saul. And what was the house of 'Saul" The name of

Saul wags representative to David of the bitterest hostil--

ity, the most .murderous hatred of 'whlch he had ever
‘had any experience. Again and again, Saul had pre-,
pared a javelin, and he ‘had said, “I will smite- David to
the ‘wall”” In thought and purpose, he had shed the

* blood: of David repeatedly. He hated him, and was, there-

fore, his murderer. But now David asks that his enemy
be brought before him that he, might “show the kindness
of God unto him. How unlike 'most men! I have read

a story somewhere of Sir Henry Parkes, once prominent,

in thé public life of Australia, and Prime Minister of
New South Wales.” He was one .who rose to an exalted
pokition from-the humblest station. He began as a very
-poor boy.and worked his way up until he occupied -the
first position in the land, And one day as he was sitting
in his ‘office, in conversation with a friend, .a servant
brought in a card. Sir Henry looked: at the card and
turned to the servant and sdid, “Tell hlm to ‘wait.” Then
the conversation between Sir Henry_and hls,compamon
continued. But in a few minutes his visitor said “Now,

Sir, I know you are busy and others are waiting to see’

you, I will withdraw.” “Oh, no,” said he quite leisurely,
“sit down. Dén’t be in a hurry.”” “But, Sir,” said his,
visitor, “didn’t the servant say to you: just now that there
was some.one waiting.?” Sir Henry replied, as he picked
up the card from his desk. “Oh; yes, I know the gentle-
man. He is one 6f the biue- blooded gentlemen with whom
I have had association for many years. Thereswas a time
when he despised me and all associated - with me. He
held me,in contempt as belongm'g to a lower order of life.

Now,” he said, “I am up and he is down. Let him wait.”
And that was .very human. It ‘would have been huméan
for David to have done a.thing like.that.

the house of Saul, that I may shew the kindness of God
unto him?” Did'I not read to you that game story in
the New Testament" “But God commendeth his Iove
toward us, in that, while we were yet smners C'hrlst died
" The
promise of grace.is for sinners. The promise of .the
wealth of the Fa!hers house, and all the abundance of,
the heavenly c1ty, is all reserved and prepared excluswely
. for sinners, N obody-else has any .claim upon it, unless he,
1s prepared to acknowledge his relatlonshlp to the house
_of Saul: = .

But you know thére are some-people who do not sub-
seribe to that somewhat ancient' doctrine; but who are
rather ashamed- of their family lineage and they. have
written another espec:ally for their own, satisfaction, I
remember some yéars ago a man who had a great deal
of trouble; who' seemed to have been chosen in the fur-
“nace of affliction, who came to see me to tell me a very

Lo -

. it eannot possibly be true.

But,.remem-
ber, he was a' man after God’s own.heart: and it was .
because of that he said: “Is there yet any that is left of -

wonderful story ‘He came into the study; and although
‘it was in my 6wn -house he seemed fearful lest any one-
should overhear this ‘confidential tale he had to tell. He :.
had been in-hard circumstances. He had had much sick-
ness. He had beeh out of employmentiagain and again.
"He had bravel-y_ faced all his reverses, and he had found
some comfort in the story he then related to me. He
said, “You know, Pastor, I like to think sometimes that

. _if everybody had their due I should not be as I am -
" and sundry to come and receive the kindness of God at -

The kindness of God was offered to particular”

_to-day. . For,” he” sald “while I do not say very much
about 1t I am related to a certain family.” And he gave
-me the name of an historic family, and he told me in
little more than a whisper that dway back there across

“the sea, 'where his family had its origin, there was a

-great fortune. How many millions it was, I do not know,
but it was yonder in Charicery, anvd if ¢nly he could -
establish the line_ of connection and prove what to his
own satisfaction, at least, was true, he would 1mmedxately
‘come into possession of- all this vast wealth .which had .
,been left -by an ‘éarlier representatlve of the family.

"The family was a titled family — I am not sure whether-

he would have been an earl or a duke, or what he would
_have been, if only he -could have come into.possession of
that to whlc'h/he believéd himself to be entitled. And
he told- me that story as though no other tale like that
.had’ ever been told. He did not know that’we all hdve
u family story like that. Havent you? Oh, I have. We

.are all blue-blooded folk; we are all related to belted
. earls, or dukes, or 1pr-in<;es, or something of the sort. We

love to tell the tale until some young man goes to uni-

«versity and studies biology. Theh he discovers he be-

longs to another kind of family altogether. As for the
fifth chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, it1 1s not true,
_ X%Iell ” I'say to my evolution-
ary friends. “If you are proud of your pedigree, you are
perfectly welcome to it. I have not very much to boast
-of; but so far-as my family hisfory preserves-any account
of the past, I am aﬂbsolutely sure that there were no
apes in my family. I have not. come of that line.” But
T have come of a very ancient”family, of a very aristo-
cratic family, a family that once had its home amid
“Tonditions that were absolutely ideal. I have come of a

" family that occupied a position of high.honour. My great-.

grandfather, no my great-great-great-great-grandfather
.—and back farther still-— I do not ¥now how many
generations, but I do know that I belong to a ‘*‘first
family”, and \am descended directly from one whose
name stands out in all the history of the human race
as one of the most conspicuous flgures of anthulty And
his name was Adam, Did" you ever hear of him? And the
thing for which -he was chiefly re'mankafble Waslthat he . .

. was a great sinner! That is all.

“Oh, well,” but you- say, -“I do not subscn'be to’ that.”
I affirm that from the first word of. Genesis to the last
word of Revelation® there is a'bsolutel'y nothing but
promise of judgment, of wrath — wrath to come — for
every man who ‘does .not adknorwledge his*sin and plead
giiilty to"the fact- that he.is felated to him ‘who brought
death into the world. ind all our woe. No, my friends,

- -'I'put it that Way. because I thounght I might. get some

young man who is carfied away with ‘that :philosophy of
fools, with that ‘‘damrable heresy”, that ‘doctrine that
was hatched in the;'Pit — that men -were evolved from
some sort of ~protop1asm that a somebody was evolved from
a nobody. There is not a so'htary word of true science
or religion that can support that perfectly absurd philoso-

"phy. Professor Batesqn, one of the outstanding scientists .

’
-
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of the world, once President of the British Association

for the Advancement of Science, was the guest of the
» American Association for the Advancement of Science

in this city some years ago, and was the chief speaker.
And Professor Bateson gave.as his judgment, that while
he did not. accept the Book, and declared he was agnostic
respecting the question of human origin — e did not
know where man came from or whither he was going —
science, he declared, had absolutely failed to produce one
single proof in support of .the theory .that man was
evolved from a lower order. Why is it that teachers and

professors, in view of the fact that that doctrine is so.

utterly discredited —— why ds it that they will poison the
. minds of young men and-women, and-tea¢h a doctrine that
is contrary to every demonstrated fact of science,-and to
evefy word that is written in the Word of 'God? My
‘friend, if you are going to éccep‘t that philosophy, you
may as well throw your Bible in the furnace at once.
But if you come back to the principle I/-am discussing, if
there is anybody that is left of the _house of Saul, though
a rebel and an enemy against God, “fo him ‘God w111 shew
kindness. If you will come under that classification, and
say;“1 have sinned, and come short of the glory of God,”
I want to assure you that all the wealﬂh of the universe
is at the command of faith.

There was a time, you remember, when ‘Saul came
forth before the people, brought, thither by Samuel, who
said, “See /ye him *'whom the Lord hath chosen, that
there is none like him among all- the people.” And when

.the people turned to Saul and saw that “he was higher.

than any of the people from his shoulders and upward,”
they said, “God save the king.”
of the fmest specimens of physical manhood to ‘be found
in all the world, 2 man without blemish, a man who the
people Telt. instlnctlvely was born to command. But now
the question is asked, ‘“Is there yet any that is left of
the house of Saul?”

* Should we not expect to flnd the house of-Saul stlll
reigning in power and great glory? But, alas, alas, Sin
takes the king from the throne and casts him into the
pit; it takes the prince and brings him low. And all”
that was left of the royal house of Saul was a poor man,
lame on both feet: “Jonathan hath a son, which is lame
on his feet” — poor, broken, crippled mortal, who was a
burden to himself and of no use to anybody else. That
was all that was leéft. ‘Thus sin destroys the handiwork
of God, thus sin takes the sceptre from the hand:of God’s
king. For you remem|bér,th'at in the beginning God, Who
"made all things, last of all made man in His own image
and likeness, and He said concerning him, “It is very
good.” 'To him also He said, “Have dominion.” And it is
-written in the Word : “Thou madest him to have dominion
over the works of thy | hands.” We were made to be kings
-not captives; we were made to rule; “we-were made to
tread the world under out feet and to reign.under God
as kings over His creation. And yet, what, is left of the
“once royal and glorious house? ‘There is'not a man here
who will dare to stand on his feet and say, “I am left
I am a king.” You were defeatéd to-day, my brother.
You were defeated yesterday. You tried to have domin-
ion, and you failed. You tried to walk in the way of His
commandments; but were unable to do so. You desired
to walk in the paths of mg\hteousness and you did not
because you' discovered ‘the truth in this old story — you

are lame on lboth feet “They are all gone out of the
way, they are together become unprofitable; there is

I

~

I suppose he ‘was one-

none that doeth good, no not one” — not even ‘that 'men .
who thiriks he did good down in the City yonder.

-“Is -there yet any that is left of the house of Saul?”
Is there anybody here who says, “I am glad you found
me, for that is a true description-of my state. 'Here I
am, helpless, morally corrupt, undone,’lame on both feet;
and I never knew there was a .message of comfort, ‘a
mes-sa=ge of joy and :in-spiration for a poor sinner like

-'That is what the ‘gospel is for. 'God’s programme
1s to make men over again, and to bring men 'bac'k into
fellows~h1p with Himself. '

" Then Ziba, a servant of the house of Saul, answers

-David’s call, and he goes away down yonder to Lo-debar.

And when Ziba comes into the presence of Mephibosheth
and tells- him that he has a message from the king, and
that .the king desires to see him, I fancy Mephibosheth
was something: like Agag: he may have said; “Surely the
bitterness of ‘death is past.” “And .did you tell him,
Ziba, who I was?~Does he know that I have the blood of *
Baul in my veing?”. “Oh, yes, he knows that.” -And I
think Mephibosheth lwould say, “I have been hiding- away
from him all these years. I did not want him to know
that I.was alive, and he has found me at last.” And you
have -been like -Mephibosheth. You have thought' that
your salvation was to be found in putting as great a dis-
tance between you and the King as possible; whereas, B
your salvation is to be found in coming into His presence
‘“Where art thou?” said a Voice in the garden. What was
the.answer? “I ‘hid ‘myself.” And man have been hiding
from God from that day until this; running away from
Him and from every representative of the religion of
{Christ,. You, my friend, have imagined that every Ziba
who ¢omes from the King .to summon you into His

presence is a messenger of death, a messenger who comes

to rob you of joy and of - pleasure But you are mis- .
taken. I want to play the part of Ziba and find some
Mephibosheth to tell.him that the King wants to see hlm,
and that he does not need to be afraid to come. There is
kindness in the heart of the King for you, and nothing.
but kindness if you will come at His*call. Your sins which
are many will all be forgiven. He has promised that
“though your. sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white
as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall jbe
as wool.” -

But there is andther rparallel here. Mephibosheth must
h'ave said to Ziba, “It is a long way to Jerusalem for a .
lame man, and I cannot get into the presence of the
king.” We know it is recorded that Mephibosheth could
not go out to meet the. king as others. He was lame on
both feet; poor, helpless creature. *But here is a beauti-
ful word: ‘“Then king David sen't and fetched_him out -
of the house of Machlr the son' of Ammijel, from Lo-
debar.”

I was talking to you thxs mormng about Joseph. Some-
body said to me Iafterward.s “Is not that your favourite
theme ?” I do not know 'whether it is. I know the Lord
Jesus is my favourite theme, and I do not care where I
go to find an illustration. But you remember those men
of whom I was speaking this morning? Carry that story
a little farther. “They came back into the presence of
the old man with a 'gospel of resurrection. They said,
“J oseph.is yet allve and he is governor over all the land
éf Egypt.” The'house rang with the news. “And Jacob’s
heart fainted, for he believed them not.” It was too
igood to_tbe true I think lie said, “It ¢annot be true.
- Joseph would not stay yonder in Egypt and send word to
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me in this far-distant country and bid me come to him.
Tf it were Joseph who is governor yonder he would know
how old T am, how infirm.I am, and how impossible it is
for me to make the journey.” And one of the boys — I
do notvknow 'whether it'was Reuben or Judah, but one of
them I fancy — took the father by the hand, and said:
“We have told you all the words of Joseph, but that is
only half our gospel. Come out and we will show you
Something.” And the pld man came out and he looked
at the long train of wagons loaded with all the good
things of Egypt, and he said, “What js that?” And they
said, “The wagons which Joseph has sent to carry you.”
"““And when Jacob saw the wagons which Joseph had sent
to carry him, the spmt of Jacob their father revived:
~and Israel said, it is enough; Joseph my son is yet alive.
It is just like him. He.dknew what I needed. I will go
and see him befoxe T die.” And then you see him being-
tenderly helped at last into one of those wagons sur-
rounded by all the luxuries of Egypt. And Joseph sent
and fetched him into his lbanquettlng house.

My message to you, my brother, is that the grace of
‘our Lord Jesus will meet you where you need to be met.
- Somebody says,~‘I am glad, sir, I came this evening. I*
will think that over. 'There are some things I am going
to put right. I am just going to gjve up this, and T'am
going to abandon the other thing. And when I have made
'O no, that is
not the gospel. Come just as yoh are. Jesus will meet
you just where you are, in all your weakness, in all your
impotence, — but not in Jerusalem. Blessed be His
Name! If you and I had to get up to Ferusalem before

‘we coitld be saved, therg would not be much chance for

us. But He finds us in Lo-debar, and brings. us into His
presence. God can ‘save you rlg‘ht where you are this very
minute. God, by the powerF of His regenerating Spirit,
can ‘make you a new man and bring you into His own
pPresence.

And then Mephlbosheth came, and when he came into
the presence of the king, “he fell on his faée, and did
revefence. And David said, Mephibosheth. And he
answered, Behold thy - servant' And. David said- unto
him, Fear not; for I will surely shew thee kindness “For
Jonathan thy father’s sake, and will restore thee all the
land of Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat bread at
my table continually.” And Mephibosheth, overcome,

said, “What is thy servant that thou shouldst look: upon.

such a dead dog as T am?” That-is the pufblvcan S prayer
in the Old Testament: “God be merciful to me a sinner.’

v And the king said, “Ah, Mephibosheth, if that is what

you are; then there is ail the more need of the kindpess
of God. And you shall have it at my hand and in my,
house.” I wish I had an hour to speak about .just that
one word. I touch it and leave it for you to think about:
“Fear not . . . I will restore thee all the land of Saul thy
father — Mephx!boshebh you ‘have heard the family
history, haven’t you?” “Yes, my lord, O King.” “And
you have heard that Saul forfeited his inheritance by
transgression?” “Yes.” “Well, fear not: T will restore
it all to you, and I will make vou just as rich as you
would have been if Saul had never sinned.” What is
the gospel for? I gave you just a suggestion in my lec-

ture last Tuesday evening. The -gospel is God’s way of

restoring our -§m_ﬂs. He Who ‘made us can make us over
again. He Who made us in ‘His own image and likeness
in the beginning is not'going to be defeated by the Devil:

/‘“The Son of 'God was manifested, ‘that he might destroy

the works of the devil.” And, blessed be His Name, He
is going to do it. He is going 1o cleanse this old world
until the whole creation is at last delivered into the
glorious liberty of the children of God. -

John, on one occasion, saw a great multitude which no -
man could number. And one of the elders, pointing to
this great multitude said to him, “What are these which
are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?”
And John said, “I dont’ know.” He threw the question
back upon his questioner, and said in, effect: “I never
saw anybody like that. Why, their -garmen-ts, are not
soiled as though they had been on a.journey.’ They are
not disfigured as those who had been in battle; nor is

“there any evidence of weariness as those who had borne.

heavy burdens. This is something new to me. I never
saw anything like "it before.” And the angel answered:
“These are they which came out of great tribulation, and
have washed their robes, and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb. Therefore, are they before the throne
of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and
he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more;
neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For
the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed
them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters
And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes,”

the last trace of sin. And as John looked about in the
land of glory, he could see absolutely no evidence of sin
anywhere but in one place: “And I beheld, and, lo, in
the midst of the throne . .. a Lamb as it had been slain.”
Oh, men and women, the Lord Jesus has so completely
taken upon Himself our sin that- the only mark of sin
in Heaven is upon Him. And the rest are washed and.
cleansed and glorified. Sin is done away :

“In ‘Him, the tribes of Adam boast _
More blessings 'than their father lost.”.

And, my friend, that is possible for you. You can begin
life all over again. You may be born again, a new record
may be written. You may come at last into the presence
of God, by His grace without fault. Don’t you think
that is-a better doctrine than that evohitionary talk?
Don’t you think that is a real.gospel? Is there anybody
‘here. who does not need it? Anybody hére who has not a
biack page in thé past? Anybody here who does not need
the precious blood of Jesus, the rlghteousness of Jesus,
the grace, the recreative power of God»" It is available
for every'bodiy .

III.
I must not keep you longer than to give you -THIS
EXPLANATION OF THIS WONDROUS LOVE: “That I may shew
him kindness,” — it is the vicarious principle of the
gospel — “that I may shew him kindness for Jonathan's
sake.” Why should "Mephibosheth receive it? What had
He done? Nothing. But Jonathan had done everything,
and for Jonathan’s sake he was entitled to all the wealth
of the king’'s house, If he had known it, he might have
come long before. He might have occupied a place at the
king’s table 4s one of the king’s sons. And if the king

had said, “What have you done? have you served in the
army? have -you served in the palace?” he would have

isaid, “No, I am lame on both feét.” ‘“What-have you .
done?” “Nothing. I have just bBen a burden to myself
and everybody else.” “Well, on what groind do- you
demand admission to the king’s house?” And he could
have gaid this: “I come toremind my lord, the king, that

.
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" in the long ago he made a covenant with Jonathan, my
father and he swore with an oath that he would never
cut off his kindness from Jonathan’s house.”. And the
-king might have 'said, “But you are related to Saul,
aren’t you?? “Yes, and on that side I deserve nothing

R

"tmctlvely spmtual nature, within whlch the Lord of

glory, in His- fulmess, dwells. That is bhe seat of the
affections, of the intelligence, of the conscience, and of
the will. If thus a church has a vigorous heart, its life

-will issue, in IChristian seivice. But when the- splntual .

" but wrath. -But I am related to Jonathan, too, and on -

that side I.claim nothifig but merey.” Related to the first
Adam, hell is our portion; but when we can‘clalm relation-
_ shipto the.second ‘Adam, we can claim mercy That is the

gospel.s For Jesus’ sake: He died for you, He paid the.

- de'bt angd- for His honéur, God will receive any poor
- smner who ‘will come.

Oh to feel in our'hearts a desire after Jesus, Just to
‘want Him, to desire that Christ should be formed in us
the hope of glory! Then “all things are yours; and ye are

- Christ’s, and Christ 'is. God’s.” And you shall be a mil-

>

lionaire forever. May He make us so for His Name’s sake..

THE REAL HEART OF THE MATTER
ONG ago a 'wase man, d1vmely msprred admomshed
“Keep thy heart with all dlhgence for out of 1t aré
the issues of life.” ’

That, everyone will instantly recognize, is true of the
physucal organ. One may break a leg or an arm, and if
“it .is properly set, the bones will knit at the point of
fracture, and become as strong as ever; or, if such a
member He so fbadfly fractured ‘or diseased as fo make

repair impossible, it may be amputated» and the man may

live with one or more members missing. The same is
. ~true of an eye. Delicate and useful as ‘that organ is,

quality of a church declmes, its serviceableness -is, to
that extent, 1mpa1red and it capacity for blessing men
andl glorifying God is diminished. . .

- 'Our next proposal would perhaps, ‘by many, be demed

_|but we are sure we are right: ‘Our Lord said, “Ye are'

the salt of the earth”; “Ye are the light of the world.”
The: chur¢h may- 'be a little: member, it ‘may be but a
little flock;: but asa llttle leaven leavens ‘the whole ump,
so a little salt may preserve a great mass; and as a
smg‘le candle set on a candle-stick may-give light to all

in the house, so the church’s smntuahzed standards of - -

intelligence will shine as a hght in the world; and a

/

" righteoiisness “which 'exaltetl -a” nation”.

really vital church will make the issues of a nation’s life,

from which it sprmgl, to partake of the qualities of that
‘But. if the

. church be without moral and spiritual “authority, if the

.

Word of God be displaced, and the power of .the Holy
Ghost be w1thdrawn, that which is. called a "church be-
comes but as salt which has lost its”savour;, and which -
is “thenceforth -good for néthing~but to be cast out, and
to be trodden under foot of nmen”

Only this week 4 gentleman told us of a conversatmn~ :

_he had had with a’ certain niinister who reportéd that

. one.may pluck it out and cast 1t from hlm, and, havmg .

only,one eye, still live.

. and unmistakable - functions wh1ch may .be similarly
treated; and if one be removed, the remaining organ

; will take up the stack and do extra duty. .
'_ _But nobody has more than one heart. Why it throbs,
why it continues to-send the blood coursing through our
" “veins, science has never discovered. The original motive
. power which set it going in the beginning, and which
-keeps it going, we vaguely call life;
- knows what “life” is. But we do kno'w that “out of it are
the issues of life”. Arsman may be as exper{a marksman
as Nimrod, as strong as ‘Samson, as courageous as David,
as fleet of foot as Asahel; but if his heart is impaired
in.any way, the whole body feels it, and the man’s special
. physical expertness ceases. Therefore one must needs
 _ keep the heart with all diligence. One can strain a muscle,

-‘weary the iback, and even do violence to the stomach, and .

recover fromr it; but only a foolish ‘man wall tr1f1e ‘with
his heart. :

- But how mamfestly true thls is of our moral and
sepmtual natures. It is of the.moral ceritre of our being
partlcularly the wise man speaks —the seat of the con-
science, the mtelllgen'ce the affectlons the will. If “with
the heart” we believé unto rlghteousness, and if there-
after Christ shall dwell in our hearts by faith, the issues
of life will inevitably bear a characteristic Christian
quality. But where the reverse is true, the issues of life
. will ultimately reveal the character of the i 1mpure fountam
“from which they sprlng

That is true of that lbody which is*composed Collectlvely
of regenerated people, and. which the New .Téstament
calls the church. The heart ,of the dhurc'h.,.is its dis-

.

These are organs of the ﬂoody wh1ch have well-defmed'

on a recent Sunday he had taken as a subject of dis-
cussién, “What -does the church stand for?” He. enun-
ciated many things which ought to be characteristic of.
any truly Christian church, with_ whijch he said thé mod-
ern church had not‘hmg to. do He concluded- his address
Fby telling his people- that if any of ‘them knew. what the
church really did stand- for, e would be obliged to_ 'them
if thev would inform him ; that-as for !hvlmself it appeared
to him to stand for nothmg . s

‘That, of course, must be true when Chrlst and H.lS-

. Word are no lonlger at the heart of it. So in our.day the

but, nobody really

\

modern church, in so many mstances, has ceased to. exer- -
cise even a nggral influence; to say nothing of its Thaving

ceased to be a spiritual power. It makes no contrxlbutlon
to 'the -'pu'bl.lc conscience. It permits mlq'ulty to abound
without opposition. It suffers the Word of God to .be
rejected, and the authority of the Lord J esus Chrlst
to be repudlated — and offers 10 word ofqprotest '

That fbemg‘ true of the natlon, it applies to unternatlonal
relationshlps The dissemination of doubt in respect to
the Word of God, and theérefore of: 'God Himself, removes
the fear of God from men’s eyes; and, having destroyed
all confidence in Him, meén soon, lose con'fxdence in each
other, and like individuals and small commumtles nations
‘become suspicious of each other—and the fear of man
supplants the fear of 'God and produces the snare. of the
present world tparalysns ) L

. »
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.'-. CHAPTER TWELVE

R T ‘ ECHOES FROM HEAVEN

. Revelation 8 ' v
-LL the- senses of the apostle "John 'are tensed w1th
eager expectation as visions-and spoken words alter-
nate: sometimes he must use his sense of sight; at other
times his hearing only i is requested In the elghth' chap-

ter the attention of the ‘ear is demanded more’ than any-

where else. ‘This peculiarity will help us to stake out our
chapter with the followang~pomts ‘1. Silence. 2, Prayer.
3. Judgments 4. Wainings. 5. Threats. .

I. THE CELESTIAL SILENCE (vv. l 2) -
“And .when the Lamb had opened the seventh' seal,

=

there ‘was silence in heaven about the space of half an

hour.”

Heaven ‘is a resounding "place. The Pgalms remind us
of it in the Old Testament, and the nbook of Revelatlon
in the New.

The seventh chapter closed with the prophetical spec- '

- tacle of the redeemmed findlly glorified. They will have
no higher occupatlon than that of praising the Lord,
when the history of the world uehall be brought-to an end.

But that is only an antlclpatlon of the heavenly things,
which willbe the main theme of the last:chapters of
. Revelation.”- In the meanwhile, the heavens are plunged
into a silent meditation, so that the solemn dialogue may
be heard, between the earthly redeemed whose humble
‘prayers yearn for a sure deliverance, and the heavens
whose voices- and thunders herald a divine intervention.

- This silence, limited -to the sy:mbolic‘all-y short period.

of an approximate half-hour, is, for a moment, -observed
by “seven.angels which stand. before God.”

~

S & 12) bowing down before the throne, worshipping and
¢ pransmg ‘God with all the angels. .
. given to them, they prepare to break their silence by the

,( soun'dung thereof in utterly new accents. - BN

‘We can here conclude that -the present delay in the

. heavenly interventions is calculated to allow a last fa-

.1I‘ " vourable opportunity for the ISavmurs intercessions and
for the d1vme warmngs

II. THE CELESTIAL INTERCESSION (vv 3, 4)

a golden censer; and there was given- unto him much
: incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all
II saints upen the golden altar which was ’before the throne.
And the smoke of the mcense, which came ‘with the

Q

A jofzvntmnal §ivé}3 iy -
¢Ue 'a%mn S
hg Dr. K. fDufsarry

prayers of the samts, ascended- up before God out of the

Those heav- -
enly beings are no more, as in the precedmg chapter (vv.

As seven trumpets are

b " “And another anigel came and .stood at the altar, havmg.

angel’s hand.”
We can -here contemplate the mediatorial work of our
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great High Priest, whose merits and whosé mtercessmns .

-~attend our every request.

-To.reach the Father, our prayers must as 1t ‘were re-
'boumd toward Him from the pierced hand of our Saviour.
These prayers are accepted of God only when intimately
associated with the “incense” — that is, with the titles
which the Lamb of God earned through His sacrifice.
The fusion of men’s supphcatlons .with the merits of
Jesus -Christ is symbolically effected under the sanctify-
1ng action of the fire burning on the altar of burnt offer-
ing, at whose s1de the Victim slain for us symbohcally

- lies.

‘Thus, between the songs of praise and the soundmg
trumpets of judgment, the intercessions of .our. heavenly
Protector are inserted, that we might victoriously fight
in His good rflght against all the hostlle forces and against
all the opposing systems.

How this scene brings out the tremendous- 1mportance
of prayer during the present econom'y' ~-And how such a
vision emphasizes the great present part played. by God _
the Son, who, while being our King on earth, remaing our
great High Priest in the ! heavens' -

III. THE EARTHLY COMMOTIONS (v. 5) .
“Arid 'the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire
of the altar, and ecast it upon the earth; and there were
voices, andsthunderings, and Ilg'htmngs, and an earth-
quake.”

‘

Fire is the central elemenft of this vision, as 1t v&as. in * -

many- respects, in the preceding .one. Accord-mg to Serip-
ture, fire is a symbol for purification and judgment. By-
it, the prayers of the redeemed are sanctlfled “and the
evil works of rebels punished.

In this vision, the altar. of burnt offering provides the
fire which ma=kes the prayers -of the saints acceptable
unto 'God. And from this same altar, fire is also taken
to fill the golden censer-cast upon the earth. Thus-the
'burnmg element has a twofold office: at ence a source
of blessing and a means of pums'hment it svmbouca]ly
serves Grace and the Law.

To the soft. murmur provoked in heaven by the prayers
of the edrthly saints there- corresponds on .earth the
sounding of “thunderings’ and wvoices”, accompanied by
lightnings and punctuated by an earthquake. Those are
the varied figures for-.the terrible calamities which, as

early as the first century, were to afflict rebellious man- .

kind.

‘Such sanctions are applicable to all human condi-
tions™

3 N

’

soon after the rejection -of the Messiah, Israel -
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suffered, through the Roman sword, a severe chastise-
ment; but this was only to be a prelude to the future
punishment of the ‘Gentiles in thelr turn found guilty of

refusing the Gospel.

. Jesus Christ proélaimed a most threatening truth when
He declared: “I am come to send fire on the earth; and
what will I, if it be already kindled?’ (Luke 12:49).
And that truth was confirmed by the cas’omg down upon
the earth of the golden censer.

IV. THE FIRST FOUR TRUMPETS (vv. 6-13)

In ‘Scripture, the trumpets usually symbolize divine
proclamations. 'The fact™that seven trumpets are men-
tioned indicates, as in the cise of the seals, a total revela-
tion of what must fill the whole of the 'Christ_ian history.
But whereas the seals depicted: the help given to the true
IChristianity against hostile forces, the trumpets remind
us of the fierce /Christian conflict with organized s¥ys-
tems. “The last three riders .gave-us a picture of. the
opposxtlon of the natural man, of money’ and -of error
against the Gospel. The seven trumpets.seem to reveals
the action of the anti-Christian enterprises,

By anti-Christian enterprises, we do not merely mean
* the ancient pagan religions,  which have resisted Chris-

tianity mainly through their leaders, and which, once van-
quished, have never regained their influence. The great
_and persevermlg obstacle to true Christianity was to come
from religions somehow akin to it hy their origin or by
certain leading principles.” Now, we only know, during
the whole course of history, of three-s_vs’(ems which, on a
large scale, have been continuously at enmity with the
Gospel. 1. Judaism, 2. Mohammedanism. 3. Counterfeit
Christianity: heresies, Roman Catholicism, Greek ortho-
doxy, degenerate Protestantism.
As with the seals, the trumpets prelude to a first serles
of four brief descriptions and to a second_series of three.
more extended revelations. The brevity of the first series

. is justified by the great number of other Scripture texts -

 dealing with the, same question, whereas the length of the
second series is explained by the’ comparatlve silence of
the Bible on the subject bhey treat. On that principle,
we can assert ‘that the concision which characterizes the
first four revelations is.a sign that they foretell the in-
fluence of the Jewish people on the destifiies of the gos-
pel — .already abundantly predicted in Holw Seripture.

- These four trumpets introduce scenes which recall to us

- the plagues of Egypt. The destructive works which end
each scene are in contrast with the constructive works of
creation.

However, according to most-of the leading commenta-
tors, the forces set at work after the sounding of each
trumpet and the results achieved by those forces must
be taken in a figurative sense. Indeed we cannot see
here a literal description of the catacly-s-ms about to affect
our physical world, or mere political commotions, which
could not be identified in the course of past history. We
rather interpret' the trumpet series as repre<entmg the

" varied and often simiiltaneous efforts of the Enemy to
compete, by means of false religious systems, with the
spiritual accendancy of our 'God m the midst of man-
- kind.

~

A. THEFIRST TRUMPET

“The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and
fire mingled ‘with blood, and they were cast upon the
earth.” - _ ! : -

The two contrasted elements of fire and ice are men-

tioned elsewhere in chrlpture they emphasize the impor=
tance of such heavenly visitation, The additional element
of blood, only found here, seems to indicate the terrible
effect of the exceptlonal action of hail and flre The
‘fact that a rain of blood -would be w1t‘hout‘danger, as

well as without any natural analogy, confirms that there

is'no reference here to a physical catastrophe, but to a
~moral upheaval affecting mankind.

1As this ‘upheaval is mentioned first in our chapter, we

" must seek its origin at the threshold of the Christian era.

It can therefore only apply 'to one event: the long and
destructive campaign which, in the year 70, led to the

total destruction of Jerusalem by the Roman armies.

History never knew more-cruel, more decisive and more
memorable war. As the word rendered “earth’ can also
be translated “land”, it seems natural to apply to Judea
the prophecy of the first trumpet.

'The forty years’ delay divinely granted to the Jewish
people between Jesus’ crucifixion and their chastisement,
‘aimed at -giving to a whole_géneration of the privileged

nation an unique opportunity to pronounce for Jesus -

Christ, in the light of exceptlonally plausible and con-
vincing revelations.

“And the third lpart of trees was 'burnt up, and all green
grass was burnt up.’

In connection with-the above interpretation, an ex-
tended portion of the elite of the nation (the trees) as
well as the entire population (the green grass) were
‘affected by that unprecedented visitation. And we know
that the predlcblon came to. pass.at the dispersion of the
Jews.

The recurrence of the phrase, “the third part”, indi-
cates at once the extent and“the limitation of-the judg-
ments, which would only be partial, in'comparison with
the ultimate sanctions predicted elsewhere ‘as being, more
.severe still.

—_—

.B. THE SECOND TRUMPET

“And the second angel sounded and as it were a great
mountain Iburnmg with fire was cast into the sea.”
‘We read in Rev. 17:5: “The waters which thou zawest
. are peoples, and. miltitudes, and nations, and
torgues.” Anywhere else in Scripture, the sea also
represents the whole of mankind. On the other hand, in
Jeremiah 51:25, Zechariah 4:7, Isaiah 13:2, and others,
we mnotice that a-rmountain symbolizes a single nation.’
"In Matthew 21:21 Jesus declares: “If ye have faith,
and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to
the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain,
Be thou femoved, and be thou cast into the séay it shall
be done.” If, according to 4 universal opinion, the cursed
fig tree is the image of Israel, a still more impressive

" figuré of annihilation is suggested in the immediate con-

text by the symbolical Mount of -Olives, upon which the
unprofitable tree uselessly stood.

‘When we look through history for a people which would
be wholly, constantly and -visﬁ'bly mixéd with the other
nations, yet without losing its own individuality; we only
find t'he Jewish nation. Its dispersion, followed. loglcally,

the destruction of its capital Jerusalem, and histoFically,

the events of the first trumpet.

. “And the thlrd ‘part of the sea became blood; and the

third part of thé creatures which were in the sea, and

had life, died; and the third part of the.ships were

destroyed.” - .
The symbol of a “great mountain burning with fire”

most appropriately applies to the tremendous role played
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by an unregenerate Israel in the midst of a humanity to
which it should have been a blessing — an often baleful
role, clearly predicted by many other -prophecies, and ex-
rpenenced by many a nation. The mentron of -*“ships”, the
Bible figure for commerce and international relations,

also perfectly applies to the dominating ambition of the -

.Jewish race, and its-ascendancy upon mankind. And that,
not only in the sphere of busiress, but algo in the realm
of ideas (heresies, control over the press and public
amtusements) and of politics. And ail that, in spite of
numberless and atrocious persecutions.

Thus, after boasting to be the “light of the Gentiles”,
the fallen people deprived of lifs former privileges has
now become their “rod”.

C. THE THIRD TRUMPET

" “And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great
star from “heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell
upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains
of waters. And the name of the star is called Worm-
wood.”” . :
It seems that we have here an anticipation of the scené

_ depicted in Revelation 12:7-18, whose closing words are:
“And there was war in heaven:. Michael and his angels
éought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and
His angels, And prevailed not; neither was their place

found :any more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast -

out, that old serpent, called ‘the Devil, and Satan, which
deceiveth the whole world: was cast out into the earth,
and his angels were cast out with him.” Lucifer—that is,

" the light bearer — ‘was moreover alluded to by our Lord -

whenh He exclaimed: “I beheld Satan as lightning fall
from heaven” (Luke 10:17). ‘The sign of the third
trumpet cannot be ‘more appropriately fitted than to this
great event in relmgm'u§ history, when the 'great Adver-
sary was cast out upon the earth at the time of Christ’s
ascension. From. henceforward, he had to limit his. evil
 activities to our earth. .

‘Everywhere in Scrxpture, rivers and fountams figure
the life-imparting action of the divine Truth (Psalms
36:9; Jeremiah 2:18; John 4:14; Revelation 22:1-7). The
proverbial bitterness of the “wormwoed” of old would
vitiate the best of waters. We can-therefore conclude
that, through Satan’s action, an important portion of the
fo\un-.tains of truth was poisoned.

“And the third part of the waters became wormwood;
and many men died of the watérs, because they were
made bitter.”

The predxctlon of a deadly epidemic is not meart here;
how can a star logically fall only on the third part of
the waters and make them poisonous? We rather have
here a rplcture of the spiritual death ibrought about by
error,

The “splm't of disobedience” has, at the threshold of
the Christian -era, taken hold of the Jewish people. Their
doctrinal aberrations were among the worst dangers ever
met by Christianity, ‘Through the slanders of their
priests; the quibbling of their rabbis, the subtle per-
meating action of the Judaizing parties, the first poisons
‘were ceaselessly poured into the very sources of the new

faith. All the subsequent heresies were only repetitions

of the initial effort attempted by Israel to deprive the
Son of God of 'His ‘Messianic titlés and to deny the divine
authority of His word. The aberrations of history in
the moral, social, economical, political, philosophical and
religious realms are potentially found here. How many
spiritual deaths- were and "are caused by that diabolical

\

introduction of falsehood and error, at the beginnings of
the Christian testimony!

D. THE FOURTH 'TRUMPET ;

“And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part |°f
the sun was smitten, and the thlrd part of the moon, and
the third part of the stars; so as the third part of them
was ‘darkened, and the day shone not for a third part
of it, and the night likewise.” |

We have already noted that the heavenly bodies are
Scmpture symbols for governments. That remark en-
titles us to believe that a literal interpretation of the
above prediction is not here necessary.

The abominable’ cruelties of -the Roman officials leld
at the beginning of the Christian dispensation, to a series -
of desperate Jewish revolfs, unequalled in the past as
wel as in the agitated future of Israel The dispersion
of the nation brought about in every country a leaven of
dissolution and anarchy, through the example and acfion
of the not assimilable Jewish elements, On the other hand,
the IChristians were soon the victims of the preJudlces
caused by certain similarities with the Jews. Outlawed
on account of their principles and because of the host1hty
of governments, the faithful believers then lost all the
‘guarantees offered by law-abiding nations. As for the
‘carnal Christians, they not only yielded to an understand-
able desire for liberty, but edveted leading parts lin the
political sphere, thus greatly contributing to the dis-
orders affecfing the. empiies, as well as to their dis-
ruptions” ~

Besides; the pagan rehglons the 'impostures, and the
moral abominations which had hitherto dominated man,
had to capitulate. And thus the world, ill-guided by a

" degenerate Christianity, was plunged into confusion —

an easy prey for the wicked shepherds.

As we are confronted with the total inadequacy of
human governments, an inadequacy !broug'ht to light by
the gospel, how comforting for us to read-in the closing
chapters of Revelation a description of a heavenly beati-
tude in perfect contrast with the vision of the fourth
trumpet: “The city had no need of the sun, neither of.
the moon, to.shine in it; for the glory of God did lighten

. it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. And they shall

Teign for ever and ever!” (21:23; 22:5).

V. THE PROCLAMATION OF THE EAGLE (v. 13)

, “And I beheld, and heard an angel ﬂymg through the
mldst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe,
to the. inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other
voices of the trumrpet of the three angels, w‘h1ph are yet
to sound!”

IThis extraordunary vigion is an appropriate transxtlon
between the first four and the three last trumpets. It
suggests that the later group deal wih three distinet hap-
penings (Woe, woe, woe). It confirms the view that the
first four revelations are to be considered as a whole.
Moreover, that first’ group pictures the stupendous con: .
sequences of the di'sper-s-lon of Israel, and its four stages -
are already found in the prophetical words of the Master

. recorded in Luke 21; the ruin of Jerusalem (v. 29); the
-dispersion of the Jews (v. 24) ; the symbolical action of

the heavenly bodies on the waters (v. 26); the shakmg
of the powers of heaven (v. 26).
Let us here note in advance that the three “woes” seem

'to refer to the last anti-Christian éfforts of history, as

will be directed by the Mohammedan religion, subsequent-
1y represented by the Turkish power, and by all the
counterfeits of Chnstxamty :
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L HE PAPACY clarms to be a d1v1ne 1nst1tut10n The

. Lo Pope claims to be ‘the :Viear of Christ, the one and -
: . only JSupreme - representative of God upon’ earth. - The

~-Roman Catholic .Church. calls ‘itself “Apostolic” and: de-
clares that it is the only true church. It teaches that

.’ the Roman Catholic Church was’ found'ed by Jesus Christ .
and appointed the custodian. and sole agent of His au-
thority invHeaven -and on"earth. ‘Thus, we have very

.. briefly -stated. the trémendous claim to sole au*thorlty

made by thé Roman Catholic Church.” .. '

. W&é think we have proved to a demonstratlon in" the .
.foreg'omg pages that the rpretenltlons of Rome are abso-
lutely devoid of scriptural warrant. . .
. If, t'hen, God did not establish the Ro'man Catholi¢
Church; who did? No one who. has. any Jknowledgle of
Roman ‘Catholic history can doubt that it-is’ a surper-
human- organization. .It has -continued for so long. It
has withstood so many storms that it mist be supported

"¢ by more than humsn power. If it be not. of God whence:
" “came it? Its whole’ bloody- history: the lmmorahty of

its laws: ‘the" immérality of much -of its tprlesthood ang -
of many of ‘its institutions; all proclalm t'hat it is not
from above but from beneath E “ -

.t is £his wrlter S supreme .conviction that the Papacy

. is Satan’s ear’bhly headquarters : . that. the Pops, S0 - far -

, from being the Vicar of Jesus Christ, is the Vicar of the

devil. In short, ,that the perpetual person of the” Pope:

" is the Antichrist. While the scripture has nothing to
" say .in-support of the blasphemous pretention of the
Papacy,.it says much that really jdentifies the Pa-pacy as

. the Antichrist. )

. In support of this thesis, we set out t[he follong scrlp

t'uree v - .. .

The Antlchrxst in Second Thessalomans

“Let 1o man deéceive you by any. means: for that day .

shall not come, except there'come a falling away- first, and

"that mian .of .sin ‘be revealed, the son ‘of perdition;

‘Whio opposeth and exalteth’ himself .above all that is

o ‘called God, or.that is -worshipped; so ﬂhat he as 'God sit-
. - .teth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God:*

1

- WHO ESTABLISHED THE PAPACY?. '+

AN

- The Antichrist 1 1n Revelatlon
Chapter 17

“And there came one of the seven angels which had the *
seven vials, and talked ‘with me, saying unto me,’ Come
hither; I will show unto ‘thee the Judlg\ment of .the 'great
w!hore t‘hat gsitteth upon many waters; - BN .

) Wlth whom the kings of the:earth have committed for- -
mcatlon .and the inhabitants of the earth have been made
drunk w1ﬂh the wine of her fornicdtion. :

. So hé-carried me away in the spirit into the w11dernes's,
“‘and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet colored beast, full
of mames of .blaS!pIhe(my, 'havmg seven Eheads and ten
horns.

And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet eolor, o

@«

" and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls,

having a‘golden-cup in her hand full of abmnlnatlons and

filthiness of her fornications - .

And upon her forehead was a name wrlbten MY'S-
"TERY, BABYLON THE  GREAT, THE MOTHER OF
HARLOTIS AND ABO'MINATIG‘NS OF THE EARTI-%

‘And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of th&"

" saints, and with the-blood; of martyrs of Jesus; -and' when
I saw her,.-] wondered: with great admiration. -

- And the angel said unto- me. Wherefore didst thou
‘marvel? I will' tell-thee thé mystery of the woman, and -
of the beast that carrleﬂh Iher the‘h hath the seven heads
and ten -horns. - .

The beast that thou sawest was, andJ i not; and shall -
ascend out of the-bottomless. pit, and go into perdltlon

“and ‘they t*hat 'dwell on the -earth shall- wonder, whose

names were not written in the book of life from the-
foundation 'of the world, when Ithey behold 'ﬂh'e beas't -that
was and is'not, and yet ‘is. :

"And here is the mind 'w‘hlch hath Wlsdo-m The seven
heads are seven mountams, on which the woman -gitteth.

'And. there are seven klngs five are fallen, and one is,
.and the other is not yet come and ‘whence !he come'th
'he must continue a ghort space.”

And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the
eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdltlon

Remember ye not, that wlhen,I was yet with you, Itold .© And the ten horns which thou’ sawest are ten kings, -

you- tfhese ’ohmg‘s"‘
_ And no'w ve know wh'at wﬂﬁh'holdeth that -he ml-ght 'be
. revealed in his tlme
T For .the’ mystery of 1n1q'u1ty doth already work: ohly -
he who now Ietteth w111 Tet, until he be taken out of the
Jwayn .
- - 'And then shall that Wicked be reVealed whom “the Lord
:  ghall -consume with. the spirit of .his mouth, and shall
destroy with the brlghtness of his coming:
. : “Even him, whose commg ig after the working of Sata
wlth all power-and signs -andJ lying wonder.

.
-

that perish; because they recelved not the love of the
truth that they might be saved.

. —~And for this cause God shall send them strong delusmn,

" that they should believe a lie: ..

. That they ‘all might be damned" who 'beh'evedj not the
truth, but vhad fpleasure n un'rlghteousness » -

P : '. —2nd Thessaloniany 2:8-12.

And with all déceivableness. of unrighteousness in them .

- fire.

which have received no klngdmn as yet; but -recelve power

- as kings one hour with the beast.

These have one mind, and shall give tJheir power and
strength unto the beast. . . -

These shall make war w1th the Lam'b and tbe Lamb
. ghall. overcome-them: for he '1s Lord of lordls and King

* of kings: and they rﬂhat are with him are called' and

_chosen, and faithful.
And he saith unto me, The waters w&uoh ﬁhou sawest
where the whore sitteth, are |peoples, and multitudes; and

natlons, and tongues.

And the ten horns w’hlch thou sawest upon 'the beast,

these. shall hafe the whore, and shall make her~desolate -

and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and 'burn -her with

For God hath put in thexr hearts to fulfil his w1ll and
.bo agree; and give their. kmgdom unto the beast, untll the
“words of God shall be fulfilled.

And the woman which thou sawest is that great c1ty,

. which re1gneth over the kmgs of the earﬂl.”
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\ - ‘ Chapter 18 . - .
“And after these things I saw another angel-come down
from heaven, Ihavmg great ‘power;” and the 'earﬂh “was

" . lightened with his glory L w'

And he cried m:g*htﬂy with a- strong vo1ce, Saymg,
Babylon the great is fallefi, is fallen, and is become the

" habitation of 'dev'11s and the hold of .every. foul spmt and
a cage of every unclean and hateful bird:

. For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath
of her fornication, and the kings of ‘the earth have com-
mitted- formcatlon with her, and the- merchants -of .the
earth are waxed rich throug‘-h the abundance of her
delicacies..

And L. heard another voice from 'heaven, saying, come
out of -her, my tpeople, that ye be not’ partakers of her
sins, and that ye receive not of her 'plagues

For her sing have reached unto heaven .and. God hath
remembered her-iniquities. .

How much -she- hath 'glor1f1ed -herself and lived deh-_

- ciously, s6 much torment and_ sorrow-give her: for she
saith in her hedrt, I am a queen and ‘am no w1dorw and
shall see ng sorrow.

Therefore shall ‘her plagues come .in one day, death
and - mourning, . and.. ‘famme and ghe . shall be -utterly

“burned with flre for strong is, the Lord God who Jud!geth

- her.-
And the 'kmgs of the earth -wlho have committed forni-

- cation and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her,- and

lament for her,- when they shall see the smoke of -Her
" burning.

Standing afar off for the fear of her tormient, saying,
. Alas, alas ‘that great-eity of Babylon, that mlg‘hty clrby :

for in one hour is thy J'udg'ment ‘come.
JAnd the merdhants of the earbh shall weep and mourn
over her; for no man-buyeth their merchandise any more;
The merchandise of gold, and. silver, and precious
stones, and of pearls, .and fine linen, and purple, and
* silk, and scarlet, and all thylne wood and all manner
vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most precious
wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble.

And cinnamon, and odors, and’ om'tmen'ts, and frankin-

cense, and ‘wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and’

beasts, and sheep, and horses and e'harlolts and slaves and
souls of men. “

And the fruits that thy. sou1~1'us'ted after are “departed
from thee, and all things which were dainty and_ goodly
ai'e n;l]eparted from thee, and 'bhou sihalt find ltfhem no more
at a

The merchants of these 'bhmlgs wfhlch ‘were made rich -

. by her, shall stand afar off for the fear -of her torment
weeping and wailing.
And saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clo*ﬂhed
.in fine linen, and purple, “and scarlet, and decked with
gold, and precjous stones, and pearls.

- For in one hour so great riches is come to nought. And
every shipmaster, and all the company in ships, and .°

i samlo*rs and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off. - g

And. cried when they saw the smoke of her -burmng,

. saying, What city is like unto thls great city! '

And they cast dust on their lheads, and cried, weepmg
and wailing, saying, Alas, alas, 'that great city, wherein
-were made rich.all that had ships in the sea by reason of
her costliness ! for in one hour is she -made desolate.

Rejoice over her, thou heaven; and yé holy apostles and
Jpronphets fo'r God hath avenged you on her,.

.whfe, his family, 'his all, for the snails of sin!

* And a 'mlg*hty angel took up a stone like a great m'ﬂl-
stone, and cast it into the sea, saymg, Thus with violence

shall that great city Babylon be lthrown dorwn, and shall :

be found no more at all.

" And the voice of harpei‘s, and musllclans, and of p1pers, .

and trumpeters, shall be heard o more at all in theé;

-and no craftsman, of . whatsoever craft he be, shall be -

found any more in thee: and the soundl of a mlllstone be-
heard no more at all in thee;

. And the light of 4 candle shall shiing.ne more at all m o

lth'ee and. the .voice of the ‘brldeg'room and of the 'brlde
shall be heard no more at all"in thee: for thy merchan'ts

-were the-great men of the earth for by .bhy sorcenes

were all natlons deceived.
And ‘in ‘her-was found the blood of prophets, and. of
sairits, and of all that were slain upon bhe earth.” - .

}n/t_ ’Uowzgm ﬂmdwu :

The Swan and the Crane
. :There is an old legend of a swan and’ a crane A lbeau-

iful swan alighted by the -banks of the water in 'whlch
.a crane was rwadmtg about seeldmg, srails.

For a few
moments the ¢rane V1ewed the swan. in stupld won'der and

‘then enqiired: - ' _ - i

“Where do you come from?” .

“I come from heaven!” replied the swan.

“And where-is | heaven ?’ replied the crane.

“Heaven!” wsaid the swan, “Heaven! have vou never
heard of heaven?”-.And the “beautiful bird went on ‘to
describe the )grandeur - of the Eternal Cify.. She #old- of

" the streets of igold, and the gates and walls made. of
_precious stones; of the river of life, pure as crystal, rupon .

whose banks .is the trée whose leaves shall be for, the
healing. of the ‘nations. In eloquenlt terms the swan
sought to describe’ the hosts who live in the other world' -
but without arousinig the shg'htest mlterest on' the part
of the crane.

TFinally the crane asked: “Are 'ﬂhere any snails there "”
“Sn;alls'" repeated the swan; “no! Of course there are
not. !

“T‘hen ? gaid tthe crane, as it continued- its search along
the slimy banks of ‘thie pool, “you can have your lheaven.‘_
I want snails!”

This fable has a deep truth undenlymg 1tt How many
a young person to whom 'God has granted -the advantages .
of a Christian home, has turned hls back upon it and
searched for snails! How many a man will sacnﬁlce ‘his*
How many .

a girl has ldehberaltely turned. from the love. -of parents
and home to learn too late that heaven has been. lforfelte'd -
for sna1ls' . —D: L. Moopy

~

BATTLE SCARS FOR CHRIST . .~ -

.Oh lChrlstlan man, 'Oh'IChristian woman! Have you any

scars to show in this conflict? When a war.is over the .
heroes have scars to show. -One hero rolls back a sleeve
and shows a gun-shot.fracture, or he ;pul‘ls down his-
collar -and shows where he was wounded in the neck
Another man says, “I have never had the use of my llmb .
since I was. wounded in that great 'bat;tle When the

: last day comes; will we. have any 'wounds to show for'

Christ? Will we show }narrks where we have borne the
cross "—TALMAGE . . - | g

Ml

-
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Bible '.Sr.hnlul ‘Lesson Duiline

September 18, 1955

Vol. 19  Third Quarter  Lesson 12

OLIVE L CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor)

THE RESURRECTION OF -BELIEVERS
Lesson Text: 1-Corinthians 15:3- 8, 50-58.
Golden, Text: “But now is Christ risen fro«m the deaﬂ and
become the first-fimits of them that slept.”
—1 Oormthlans 15:20.

I. The Proof of the Resurrection: verses.3-8.

Obedience to the truth‘is the price of revelation (John 7:17),
and disobedience to 'the truth causes one to'lose the power of
distinguishing truth from error (2 Thess. 2:10-12). Many of
the ‘Corinthians had been living in sin (1 Cor. 5:1; 10:14), and
- the defects, in' wheir conduet issued in .defects in their creed
(1 Tim. 1:19; 2 Tim. 2:16-18), for sin is the father of doubt.

¢t These rpeaple now questioned the fact and ﬂhe manner of the

resurrection (verses 12, 35).

‘When the Scriptures speak of resurrection, the reference
is to the body~(Matt. 27:62; 2 Cor. 5:6-8). The spirit never
. dies, but the body-is mortal and cormgtxlble (Job 19:26; 1 Pet.
1:24). The bodies of both saints sinners will some day.
be raised (John5:25-29; Rev. 20:4-6, 12, 13).

“The
putable facts: the death of IChrist and the resurrection of
Christ (verse 4). If either of these facts could be disproved,
the ‘Gospel as a means of salvation would be nullified, but
since both these facts were verified, the ‘Gospel stands firm.
‘The Apostie offers no evidence as o the reality of the death
and burial of ‘Christ, for all were convinced of these facts,
but he does put forrbh proof as bo the certann'ty of His resur-
rection (2 Tim. 1:10; 2:8).

The validity of the Gospel 1tse!1'f is Ibeyond questmn ‘The
Corinthians had received its message nwhole-heartedly; when
it thad been preached unto them (Acts 187- 11; 1 Thess. 2:13),
They owed their standing in ‘Christ to the Gos;pe'l (Rom. 5:2;
1 Pet. 5:12). The Gospel had been' the means of their salva.
tion; they had been -saved through the Word (Rom, 1:16;
1 Cor. 1:18). To question the authenticity of the Gospel was
to reject the salvation of Christ, for Paul had received the
message of the ‘Gospel from the Lord (1 iCor. 11:23;  Gal.
1:11, 12; Eph. 3 2-5) The ‘Gospel was according to the Scrxp-
tu'res, atonement through the death and' resurrection of
Christ was taught throughout the Word (John 1:29; Acts
2:25-31; 13:33-37). To disbelieve the Gospel was equwalent
to repudwatmg tthe authority of the Scriptures. The genuine-

" ness of the Gospel proved that the resurre'chon was an

established fact. -

Moreover, there weré many #trustworthy witnesses who
could testify to the fact of the wesurrection of 'Christ (Luke
24:26-48; Acts 2:32). Their testimony could not be gainsaid
(Acts 4: 33) ‘Christ had been seen alive by Cephas, elsewhere
* called Peter; by the disciples, known collectively as “the
ttwelve” even when all twelve were not present; by James
the Apostle; by-all the Apostles, since all must be witnesses
of the rresurrecl:u)lrn,.’mn order to qualify as Apostles (Luke
- 24:50; Acts 1:3, 4, 22); a.nd by Paul himgelf (Acts 9:3-6;
. 26:138, 14, 19).

‘Mhe doctrine of the .resurrrectmn of the body of the believer

depends upon the fact of the resurrection of Christ (verses
12-19; Johp 5:21; Rom. 8:11). The resurrection of Christ

was ithe- surety, the guarantee of the resurrection of believ--

ers, just as the first-fruits of the grain are a sign, a promise,
a_pledge of the coming harvest (Acts 26:33; Eph. 1:13, 14).
Also} just as Adam’s death involved the death of the whole
human family, so did- Christ’s resurrection provide assurance
-that the whole race would experience-resurrection (verses
20-23 45-49 Roim, 5:12-15). 5

2.” The Promise of the Resurrection: verses 50 58.

The. Holy Spirit inspired ‘the Apostle Paul to disclose the
details of the marvellous changes which would take place in
the_bodies of the believers at the first sight of their Lord
__on Hig return (1 Thess, 4:13-18; 1th:n32) /The-dead in

Gospel of the grace of God is based upon two ‘indis- -

.

Christ would be raised first, and their corruptible bodies -
would be glorified and become incorruptible, no longer sub-
ject to.decay (John 11:25; Phil. 3:21). The llvmlg dead would
be transformed, anhd thelr mortal bodies would become im-
mortal, no longer sulbjedt to death (John 11:26; 2 Cor. 5:1-5).
At 'ﬂhe present time Death is_an enemy, and although a

" conquered foe, he still has power (Heb., 2:14, 15; Rev. 1:18).

But 'when 'Christ returns, He who vanqulshed death on our
behalf, the prophecy "J)ea.t'h is swallowed up in victory” will
become an actual reality (Isa.”25:8; Hos. 13:14; Rev. 20:14;
21:4). It is sin which gives death the right to afflict us
(Romt, 6:23), and it is the law which gives sin' its power
(Rom. 4:15). But (Christ has conqruered sin and .vanquished
the law, so that through Him victory over gin, death and the
grave is now gloriously possible for us- ('Rbm 6:9, 14;
7:24, 25; 1 John 5:4, 5).

Daily Bible’ Read‘ings . - .
Sept. 12——'1‘he Resturrection of Chyist ... Matt. 28
Sept. 13—The 'Witnesses of His Resurrection .. Luke 24:33-48 °
Sept. 14—The Believer and the Resurrection ... Rom. 6:1-13

Sept. 15—The Resurrection and Chyrist the Messiah -
-Acts 2:22-36

'Sept "16—The Bled:ge of the Resurrection ... 1 Cor. 15:9-19

Sept. 17—The Order of the Resurrection ....... 1 Cor. 15:20-34
Sept. 18-—The lMet‘hod'_ of the Resurrection ... 1 Cor. 15:35-49

)

Suggested Hymns
Christ the Lord is risen to-day.
Low in the grave He lay.
Jesus Christ &s risen to-day.
Crown Him with many crowns.
. Thou art coming, O my Saviour!
T~ The strife is o’er, the battle done. -

" CHRIST OUR EXAMPLE IN CROSS-BEARING
IChrist is our great example in cross-bearing. He had
no where to lay his head in life, nor a rag. to cover him
in death, nor anything but a borrowed grave in burial.
What manner of persons ought we to be in all unselfish--
ness when we have such a Lord! He hath not said to
us in matters of self-dénial,-““Take up thy cross and go,”
but “Come, take up thy cross and fol‘low me.” Well may
'the soldiérs endure hardness when ‘the king himself
roughs it among us; and suffers more than the meanest
private in eur ranks. My soul, I é¢harge thee, bear my
Cross, and look not for ease where Jesus found his death.
. ) ——'SPU'R.GEON
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THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION

_ ByDR.C.D.COLE -
N Dean of Toronto Baptist Seminary
A first class, 24-page booklet on this basic
Scriptural truth. . The best we have read -
on the subject of election. Order one for -

yourself and some ‘for Christians and
. students.

.. Ten cents each; twelve for a dofar. ,
Order from: .

THE GOSPEL WITNESS
130 Gerrard Street East, Toronto '
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