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THE CHRISTIAN 'WORKER'S 
-. G~EATEST· NEED· 

By the late Dr. T. I. Stockley 
Former Dean of Toronto Baptist Seminary 

THE ·lat~ ·Dr. A. J. Gordon 'Qf Boston; Moa~ochusetts, . constan~'Y ibe"in~ ov~e !by lbesetting. -sins !Whicil"CMTy . 
.once -wrote, "I ·know of noth'ing more nearly re- ·them whl-'dler they would not. . 

sembling Penteco.st 'th'all; the scen~ Whi:ch !followed the .We cannot but feet otn' deep need of power if we think' \ 
preaching 'Of David. BraInerd at Crossweeik.siD'g, N.J.· of the nature of the work which is to !be done. We are not 
Even Brainerd 'hims-elf 1l00'ked on with a'stoni-s'liment and sIeilJt for1i.h: by our Igorea"t Master merely to reform the 
awe ad; the power of the .gospd.. on the hearts of these manners of men, n~r to brin'g about better :sQCial condi-· 
savages." Now, we 'Presume, that what we lon'g 'for above tiona, nor:to instruct the inteHeet, nor to teach morals; 
·all. else ;f;od~y is :to see the s~e' 'gospel wor-king similar nor·to expound ;politics. Ali these are 'imporiant in their 
wonders in t:he !hearts' of men and women 'around UlS. 'pla:ce, and ,most (jf them are included in· the results of our 
'What, then, WaiS .ithe key to the 'great wollk which Brain- wortk. 'But our tuk is vastly harder than all these! it' 
eIld witn·essed? HOw i·s i't to be explained? Bra-iD~rd hi·m- ,goes down :to ·the Toot of thin·gs. Our work has to do With 
se'lf S'hal1'give us a 'suggestion in bois dying -counsel to his the· ~egeneration, 1:lb.e conver·sion, flhe sanctifi'C8:tiQn of 
'brother. Said he, ·~Striove·to o'btai·n .much of tht' grace ~ men. It is a ,taSk profoundly spiritual; it touches the 
God's ISpirit in Ithe heart; for when mini-sters. feel the ~t springa of men's :thoU!g!ht$, and em'Otions, and m'O
.special graciouS influences a! ·'!:he· 'H-oly .'Spirit in thei'r Uvea. It, goes·to the very root of man's being, there to 
. hearts, it won'Cierfl,dly assists them to come at the con- cl~ 'him from sin, and to implant within ''him the very. 
sciences cd men 'and, as it were, :to J£a.ndle them; Whereat -life Of Christ. ""The ~ -under whiCh we fight is a 
without. ·these ;j·nf;}uences, Wha't~ver r~ason or oratory we more sacred si'p iflhan that" of Caesar, the terri~Ory that 
may employ, we d'O Ibu·t make use of 'stumps instead of .we inovade is more difficult 'Of conquellf; than any which 
h·ands". And i·f we 'Want to see how it was' that Brainerd kept the conquerors Of the 'Worl'd, a·t bay. We see rising 
received these "Sipe"cial influences", how 'it wa~ that he Ibefore us the lofty ifortresses of hostile error and:. sin; 
could g·rasp the- hea'l"ts of those stolid 'Indians, not with they must !be reduced or razed, 'Every fortress to which 
the f·stU:qtps'.' (jf ,rea:son and logic, but w&t'h. -the invisible the enemy of'Liogoht and Love 'Can retreat must be scaled 
and :i-rresisliiible !fingers of the 'Holy .S'pirit, -then take·an- and' destroyed,· and every' thought of the ·'human sou'l 
'Other 'lOdk at· that man' of G·od. ISee him in his secret which is hostille to the authority 'Of Divine truth -and 
rplace. praying whole day·s ·and :n'i'gthrts 'With such'intensity h'Oliness incarnate in Jesus Ohrdst' must Ibe led away as 
·that even when the .ni'gbts were' very cold· his ·garments a prisoner Of war into 1fu.e camp of Ohrist." Wh'O is su-ffi
would be wet 'Wit.h the sweat Of his agonizing cries. cient for these ;things? We may.just as: weH talk to 

The wOl'1ker'a Jgreatest need to-day is the same alrni'gh-ty men wbout engineerin'g, or electricity, and expect them 
·presence and !pOwer of ·tihe Holy Spi.rit. And, -we should to he Iborn again tbereiby, as,to tal'k: t'O t.hem of IChrist and. 
know ·and. ofeeJo th·at. need. - Many 'Christians have some His 'gospel unless we are rclot'b~d with the power 'of the 
feeling (jf their 'n~ed ·of the power ~f ithe Holy Spirit. Holy :Spirit. ,If we only realize in a very smaH degree 
.T'heyfeel .that they ought to confess 'Christ in 'the home, the nature and magn'itu'Cie Of 'Our wOl'k, we must feel .how 
the w~l'ks'hoP, 'and the office, but their liops re'1)use to utter utterly incapable we are ;for su'Ch a gigantic task. 
t'h'e ~essa:ge of their heart. T.h~:r feel that th'ey oU'ght Our great need of the Holry ISpiri-t's' power wm also be 
to do something:to advance -the ~or-k of God, Ibut they feel felt when we come into contact with "m6n---'\vhen we see 
too helpless to touch ut. Yes, and worse than irl~, they are their ·spi.ritual dullness, their, indifference, their deadnes!!, 
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.. '. ·fu~ir. rea'l d'is'Jioke for'the' things of God,.- when' we stand 
", ." 

,....:...--.---~:----..;,....--------....;......, " 

.j' 

, , fac~ . to' face :yvith: devil-tormentedl peopie; 'and- see how . 
· utterly .inc~·pa!ble:we :are to·cast the d~nion out .. ' How 

. h~Ipless we are 'In the presen'Ce 'Of, sin, 'and i.gnpfance, and 
preJudi'Ce, and h'a,tred· of God'f How can we 'speak,to d'ead 
80u.ls without. tJlie presencE,! of Him Who 'sIlYs, "I, a:m t~e 
Resurrection and the Life'·t? What . 'can we do to work' 

··the 'greatest of mirad~s; the m,irade of~ a transfigured' 
I 'f ? . ,- I , ..... ., . , Ie. . .. ',' . . ." 

.A!gail)., our need ,~m· be. feU whe~ we~·t~'inlk a Httle 
" 'ful"ther of what this'service means. It ,requires -for motive 
-;nothirig"I'es:s' than.the 'gloTY of -God in t'he salvathm afmen. 
and ·th:at moti~e to,:qe constantly ,prel)ent ,in 'our work. It 
requires. that we put our best into every word, we spea'k 
for·IChrist; 'and' into every atom of work entrusted to ou.r 
hand's·. I,t requires that,. lilke Richard: Baxter.; we always 

.lilibour tospealk' things necessary, and not to waste the 
Lord"s tiome; and ·ourener.gy and opportunity on tliing's . 
'Which 40 not touch the c.onscience, and 'heait"and wiII, and 

: 'life' of men.' It requi,res that we explore the. -mi'ghty con
tinel).t of Truth, 'laid' 9peIi·_to ,qs ~n the Word of' God; anH .' 
,that we 'retu.rn on eveIt occasio~ to . the' people 'from 

" fres'hly-discovered! 'l,a-nd~, frqro new 'Visions .of the glory of 

: .... ~~4t~lt'ptJ.· ·_itnt.$~··' 
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Ohrist. new victories over 'se.l'f~and' 'sin, 'from fresh' tears 
and !blood :shed jn the' agony of praY,er, and th.erefore with 

,ever new intensity, cy! conv,icti6n, emotion, and l'ife. It 
-requires that we . end"e~vour to Ikno~ something of the...... ····1 0," not ashamed of the gospel of Christ.n-Roina!). '1':lb, 

needis' of men - ·their-:-sorrows and their sins, their p'lea's- • -. . , 
~ ures imdt1i'e~r dif,ficuIties, their' heart que·stions, their Addrea8·Oor.rfiapondence·! . 
' .• faHs and -their si'ghs': the.hurdens offue'men of Ibus1ness, . THE C;OSI'EL WITNESS 

, the cares and tea·ri!· of mothers in t'heir homes, the douMs 130 Gerrard Street East •. Toronto' 2 
· a-~d atheismscif youth,. rheachin.:g heart of some, a~d' the , 

Ceneda: 

gid!d!y, empty Uves7 of others. 'It requires th'at ·the ·price- relephone WAinj 1-7411 
les·s loan of ti!me Ibe ·g;lway,s' and only used' for 'h'igh and • Registered Cable Address: Jarwitsem. Canada. 
·h~ly-pul"pOses.,. '. '. _.'. • . 
.- On'ce mor'e':: our deep need I,lf't'he Holy Spirit~s wondrous ' brin;gin.g 'h~e the :w~nder~s, for lifting, up the fa'IJen,' 
power will 'b~ :felt, whe1J.· we see the lofty privile.ges and f.or savmg lost !but ·prl'Celess 'souls,:and ,thus awakening in 
almost boundless' pqssibilitie.s which await' us bofti in . the ,world above new songs of heavenly joy. . ---
c'Qaracter an'd. in service. It:- is possible to :live a ·}i.fe of . If the .need Qf the Holy .spirit is' so vast, and 'if }Jas 

. constant tri'umph ;possilble to 'Cast ev.ery care daily on the presen,ce means 'S'O mu~, Jet' us ·'then open .every part of . / 
, . 'Lord and to he 'ke'pt '~l). ·perfect 'peace; 'Pos-sible .to see the our nature to Him, and tMs sacred. Ipower .wi'll·,soon .pour 

win of God,dn everything andl'to .find tha-t will to be' 'through every ch'in'k and apertu'l"e, and! we isha'l'l be .filled 
uno Ion geT ·a 'si,gh ·illu;!;'a song"; possii'ble to put away all with'God, aM so '~bE;! strengtJhe~ed wi,th ·aB mi'g'ht 'by His 
bitterness, 'and: wr/!t'l)., and .. evil-speaking daity; . possiible ~~~;,~.,t in th'e inner man," and ever "'meet for the M·a!!ter's. 
to ibecome stronig at our wea'kest point; pos:s'i,ble "daily' 
to en'joy the !bles'sedri'es's ,of 'be'lon;ging'never mote to our~ 

. selve's but only to ·Hi.:r:n, 'our Lord"; possi'ble to be. al,ways 
on the alert to catch the least Whisper of IHis Voice; pos- . 
s'ilble each ·day to. find OJ.lt what good 'wor:ks 'have been· 

: ' ,. 'PreP3-l"ed- by Him'. for' us in which to :wal1k; possible to 
abide in our Loid continua'l:ly; pos's~ble to go thTou:gh the 
hunger and temptation of ·the . lonely wilderness and, to . 
come out viCtorio\ls~' .. .. . 

, ," , . 
:Andl,in :jjhe special work of "doing goOd", we may hl!-v'e . 

a strong, independent insight iii the lholy Word of ,:God, . 
We may haye the tQug.ue of fire with whdch to s'pe3!k'the 
Hving Word. We may have a heart of 'burning love for 
·sinful. suffering:,men: We may' 'have "the race-of an 
angel" 'as we visit tlle homes of tJhe 'sor,rowinig and the 
sick. We may,hav:e the bol4nes's of Peter and John. ,the 
'seltf-'sac'rifi'Ce of Paul, and,the ·realized Presence of our 
.Lord. We may be chaIiged with ;the Holy -Spirit',s power 
so that there shaH go forth from us a vdrtu.e that shalf 
lOaJke 'fue C?mmon'est words,powe~ful·and' hea};ing, like the 
hem of the 'gar.~ent 0' <1ur Lord. We !IIJ.-Ry·.ha-ve Ibhe joy 

. of ibeing 'Ii'~ed of God! 'fJ~ the qu'iclcenin'g of the dead, for 
" . 

... . , ~ . 
. PATIENCE IN ,SMALL 'EFFORTS 

A poor 'woml!-n !had -a 'Supp'ly of coltl Jaid at 'her do"Gr 
,by a 'charitaible nei,ghlbor.. A very 11ittle g'i-rI: came .oUt 
wJ:th 'a s'malI fire s'hove'l, ,imd,began to Jta!ke 1lIP III shovelful 
at a time and' 'Carlly it in. I saidl to the child, '!Do you 
e~Pect.to get al'l that coal in with that little shovel?" She 
:was confused! at my question, !but h'er answer 'was Sltrik
ing, "Yes, s~r, if I work !Iong enoU'gth.'; 'Humlble ... worker, 
make 'Up 'for you·r want of ability !by ·abundant conitiriu
'ance 'in welI~doing, and your Ii:f~ worik wiN not be trivia-I. ' , 
Patience in 'smail efforts 'wia~' effect more tll'an the· Oeca· 
s'iQnal use of great 'talen-ts.-:SPURGEON . -

A 'CORREcrION / 

. All unsigned, a~tiC'les . tha:t appear in the 'pa'ges of THE 
GOS~E~ WITlIIESS are from the pim of the .edli.tor of this 
·paper. One exception; was "Ba:p'tism and CirCumcision" 
whioh . appeared' on "pa:ge 13 of Iast 'week's issue. 'l'hat 
'article was an eX'Ct'rpt from' a sermon by the prince of 
preachers', C. H. Spurg~on. . 

I ' 
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mE GOSPEI:.·WITNESS .and ·PR.oTESTANT AJ)VOCJ\TE .. ". "." " '.' 

-'EFFECTIVE WARFARE·.·.· 
'. .'. For the ·weaporis of our warfare are,'not carnai, but mighty_ ~o~gb G~. to the 

. pulling down of stron~ho~ds.-n Cor.lO:4. . 

., . ." 

: . " 

. . 
'ONE 'of _·~e· ~leverest, and mo.sit e:f.f~iv~ de~i~es: O'f .. no~ :rele.ase an! oth'e"r ih.eJi,ever f~0ll!- t~e 'res'ponsibiHby to 

'~tan '~S' to pe~uad'e the lPehever that ~the Ch'rlst;!lan wage a I{ood. !fl'ght fo~ J ~~u~ phnst. . . . . . ' 
life i-~ one of ·aibso'lu'te ,pacifici-sm. The ·(Jeceiv.er ()'f BOui's' Just recently we -received a letter at THE IGOSPEL WIT
very 'plausilbJ.y 8'\i'ggests thlll>t, since 'the new-fou'nd Lord NESS office. In 'it the corre8lpondent decl~red tnat :he .was· 

. iii trulY.the,Prince of P~aee, the. disoiple shou1.q' not only:: can;celling 'his suib!I'Cription to ()ur paper.' ,His reason' was 
, be meek and lowly but 'shoul(t also Ibe quiet when his faitJh as ·feBows: Dr. Nel's-Ferre who has doe~Jed: near.ly every: 
"!'8 attarekeq 'an~ his- Lord 'is ·maligned., IConsequently there. cardinal doctrine of. ~h~ iaith. was· sIated to speak in 

h'a-s aris~n a~ 'generation cYf eva~lgelica'ls. who pride them- Cal'gaqr, klJbeita. The Ed-i.tor 9f THE· GOSPEL WITNESS' 
selves upon thei-r albiHty to coeXlist and even ,to co-operate:, learned of' this. and, inserted an -ad on 1Jhe !Churcli ,page _ 
Writfu: falsehood. . • ,- of a:.,Calgary daHy 'Paper.' IIi t-lle. ad we sought to inform 

.Let us ,tu'rn 'to the Word 'of God that we may discover people.o'f the ,teaching of Dr. Ferre and urged, alno write 
'. wha.t is wJ:!itten therein; AU otJher arguments must va- far copies cYf 'THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS which contained quo
cate the fieldl lp. the 'face ,of the s'ettled verdiet of Holy ta-tions from Dr. Ferre',s' boo'ks.~is correspond'ent had 
Writ. We a'bsolutel'Y.:refuse to H'sten to 'any oVher pleas' learI!ed of our a'Ction 'and: was infuriated' at '~ur laC'k of 
or to enga,ge, in any discuS'Sion as to what other men's c'harrity! We noticed' ttJ,a!t the whole 'letter was one tirade 
experience has ·'proved. EJepenience is no rel'i'alble ,guide ' against us Ibecause we had ·s'O.ug.ht to honour the Savi.our's 
if it 1s' not based sol!idlly u.pon the 'g,reat principles of the name but there was not··one wort/. pI criticism' for this 
Word of. God. .'.~' , .' . th~f)logical prof~8sor ~ho declared that ;resus Christ could· 

This verse. in. Pa-u'l',s Ie1Jter to 'the Corinthians stri'kes ;ha'IJe been the son of a Germitn soldier! .... . 
us a!s' one that portrays iJhe ·Christian li.fe under a strik- There ·are too many "'~leadher" IOhri's'tians' who ~e C'on-' . 
'dng ii,gure. Let us then· examine ,the words. . tent t() sit id'I'Y. by and critiejze those;who do ma'ke poor 

I. 
efforts to uphold the· 'Saviour's name. The en'emy may 
trample the ·goSipel und'er foot but 'they,maintain a'stQIid 

IPaul 'here. emphaticaHy declares by divine 'inspiration silence. 'Shrame'! S!hame! We are engaged. in a·vy:arifare 
'that the Christian is. engaged in a warfare - "the weap-tha,t k:naw.s'. no 'restii'te until, Oll'r death or untH He cC?IJleji. 
()ns of our :warfare."·, "Oh, Pa,u·l," 'saY's some timid s1ml 'Final'ly ·ali 'be1ievers ate engalged' in a warfare ,for souls .. 
"su·rely you cannot mean .th~t! Why Mr.,ISo ·and So say~ ~.en are talken 'a1ive by' ,S'at~ (III. 'Tim. 2 :26) and we are 
~at the Christian slhould not ever 'be 'DeHi'gerent and I called to wa'ge a 'good, warf'are in order that they milght-
do resrpect his opinion 80 mucf/.."· ,be released. "'Tlbis i'S the real business of Christians 'and 

lThis i~ nat one isoiatedl !instance in' 'whiCih Paul tous New 'Testament cltu,rches. ~There l's' no warfare in all the' 
.descrilbes the IChristian -life 'a's a warfa·re. In Ephesians ' '\vorld that has suc'h :eternaI'consequences as this warfare. 
he 'Ul'Iges theheliever to "put on the· ,v/hole ·a·rmour of for souls .. 
God"; in I~ Timothy 2 :8~ 4, ''he ,says-:-:-"T'hou therefore _ ill: 
endure 'hard:ness,. as a ,good soldier oif Jesus rChl'list. No .How shall we wa'ge this fi:ght? Will any wearnons su'f-
'man'that warreth entangleth hirmsslf with the affal'rs of .' '.' '1' 
UI." ,. ..•. - - fl'ce? The Word: pl8lm'ly declares ,that an weapons are not 
,1Il1'1'S hfe; that he may- please him who hath chosen him' I ..... ,., . ..'. .. 
to l1.e a sold-e"''' I h"- 'f' t'l tt t T' th 'h . . . egltlmate --:- 'J.'!he ,Weap()ns ·of ()ur wliirifare are n~t ~ar

'U. • ,-. n IS, Irs e er, 0 una y e urges ' 1" W d' t f . . H' . 
th.e young, pastor to "if ht'th " . d 'f" ht· cYf 'f 'th" . na . .e .~ee . n? ?r:~~. 0!-lr o~n .arms. qw· prone a·r,e . 

'. (i'TImothy 6 :'12). . g. ..e goo ,l~ .' al . ~.we,:to.ve~-tu~e agamst -the enemy'wltJh ou'r .wOOden.svy:ords, 
H 'h'" ~. ..'. . . and, tin helmets. The ·armoury· cYf heaven, however, IS at 

ow can t e Cihr,lstian hfe be ,descrIbed as' a warfare' h .3 • 'd' ~'l" d '''!L t'" t~il'" . - . 
A '. " . '.' anUl'an lS'J.lle 'WI,;" ",s e weapons' . 
. gaU,lst 'Who~do we' fight? 1!irst of aH the Christian. ',' ' .....' . . . '. '.' '. 
'IS :c:aHed to .ifl~t against 'sin within. The great' enemies' . -Before ~e dl'SCUSS th~~P~lflC ~e~pons that are ·pr~-

,. WhICh we are c~'J'le.d to conquer,are.n'ot thos'e apart from V\~,ed~ w~ shoul~ ~~te a'~~~mg '~rl.n~~le. Thes~ ~~apons 
ourselves. 'The.sm tha.t'so quickly conquers us is an enemy .WlU..,not he ~r?_aI, th~y wIll be srplrl~UI1I.. In shott;, any· 

... '~() .b~s'U'bd,*ed ... ~a'ch beHev~r feels very keen'ly "h!ii own . w~rupo.n :tJhat l~~ mamfes~l~ ~~a'l IS nat of., ,God ior 
madequacy. Qeiore, 'God and! is caused to mourn at the . sPl!ltuall,>attle 'IS f!)ug'~t WIth spl~~~ual wewpons. . 
eas~ wi'th which old .sins' 'ovel'iWh~lm hiin. :Thou:gh 'saved It wou~d be a '~imp~e mat~er ;fO~"~lS to ·d-ismia:s ,this 
Ih~ IS, ye:t found: 'to declare with ISaira:h-"Woe is me I" thou,g:ht iOy referrmg to' some .ObVlOUS' 'Carnal weapons 

. ·and with Paul, '~o' ·w-retched- man that l' am I" .. " .such. as ,those commonly employed: Iby Rome - political 
lOur ,greate<rt: batl'eii~Id:·wiU··not Ibe one thai' is 'renowned influence· and the splendour 0'£, ~he chu~h. .or. we might 

. before the. w~rJd nor, wi!I'1 our 'greatest foes-'be illustrious. 'ref,er to the earn'a'l l;!.ttemp;ts ,of' moderms·ts.. But we· a·re 
. The 'ba:t~l~fiel~ will be our owp- sOliI imdl the fQ!:s..will be persu~ded ·that t~'i's' ·tex,t }nrti.lJla~es ~at 'Ch.ristian~. -mig-ht 

. our 'faml'har sms.· This ·is 'su.rely a warfare that n'as no /be g!lllty of USIng carn~ll wewpons 'anid S'O need ,~o 'be.: 
gl~our about it yet 'it is' very. needful. . wa~ed cYf their danger. '. -

,1Th:e~ let u:s not :forget "t-h'ilt' tbe bel1i.e\T.er lias 'foes with- .some Qf mod:ern evangeli'8lIll 'is -carna'l to ,the 'Core .. , Per-
<1U;t. 'Thos-e 'Wh~ ~:re .the enemies' o.f the 'gospel of Jesus formin'g horses, influential- politicians' and dignified Ibish
Olirist- must .:be refuted in the name o'f 'the Lot:d. At 'ops !have a11 heen. imported to be d!isplayed on the·.plnt-

. this p()int some timid 80u'l reooills and inutters s'Omethin'g . form ai evangelistic ',meetinlgs. Sob stories and cheap' 
. ~u:t an "un'lovely :8IPirW'.· J.t may 'be' true tha't the' . tricks have been employ'ed!by 'SoOme who gtheiwi'se preaC'h-:'_ 
.Ohri-s'tian may a:ss'Urme an uncharit8Jble attitude and may ed the 'gospel: All could-.be ,bundrled into on-e IDi'g package 
be exrc~ptiohral:ly '!bitter 'but 'the fa!iIu,re of ,individu:als does . and ~albened ''CkRN AL" . 

, -, 

~-
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Our 'weapons are not carnal says the text ibut tihey are 
spiritual. With what other type of weapons could one 
conceivably wage spiritual warfare? First ·~on;g the 
weapons ·of our warfare that we .would ·mention is ,the 
Word of God. There -is no suibstitute for this tried and 
trusted ·sword: Let no one 'be 'So presumptuous as to enter 
.the lii:sts against sin with any !inventions of his own. The 
W OM of God has '.t.e promise' of God· that it shaH n'Ot 
return unto Hi'm void. 

'Then :the 'Holy 'Spirit is the ,one who wi'll 'bles's the 
weapon and make it effectual. His power is indispens'able'. 
No a'mount of hig.h preS'sure puMicity 'Or no nunl'ber of 
catchy 'tunes cali ev'er replace His work. If He does not 
manifest' Himself in revealing' Jesu·s Christ, then our 
warfare is in vain. 

IAnot'llEfr ·sure spiritual weapon is the New 'Testament 
Churclh. No' conglomeration of modernists' and, evangel i- . 
cal-s can· ever ,replace ,this dn&trument 'The focal l};>ody 
composed of the redeemed 'is an· awful !instrument in the 
hand of 'Our God. . 

'Then another spiritual weapon is that of prayer. Here 
is the one ;that wi'll} caUBe seemill!glyinvinc~bl~ foes to 
faU 'before the faithful servant of the ·Lord. . Paul ap

, propriately' Hsts\ prayer ·as the final we8ipon ,in the 
armou·ry of Ephesia·ng' six. . 

iIII. 

. T-he spirituai weapon'S a.re effective. Some wHl acqui
e&ee . to ·aU that we 'have said 'but 'in practice :they act as 
thou'gh spiritual weapons had to ibe 'Supplemented Iby car
nal devices. Theil' actions 'Wou1d ·indicate t,hat they held 
the ietter of the Word and are 'hearers ,but are not doers 
Of the Word. Why is this the case? ;'Oh," repJies some
one, "we ;foHOw such ana ,8uch a ('Carnal) practice be
cause it brings resuIts. That is what 'Counts." 'Fhe in-' 
ference 'is that the use.of spiritual- weapons wiH not bring 
results! 

Tlhis is not so! The Lord declares that 'spirituai weap
ons are mighty! Results will foUow i-f ·they' ar.e employed 

" in 'the ,power of the Holy iSpirit. Hence this text 'cen
. demn·s tWoenremes -'-' those who employ carnal weaJ,bns 
and those lazy Christian's who idly :say that they are con-

. tent with ,no resmts if .the Lord 80' 'Wills (a pious addition· 
to excu'se sin.) God Bays-liMy ·weapons are' miglhty:!" 

'How ithis cl1eers the Christian in -his laIbour !for. Jesus 
Christ. Ours is a winnin·g cause and ibefore us are 'Vic
tories of Which we. never dreamed. Let u:s·· go to· the 
ctivine armoury and ta'ke up the prescribed· 'Weapons and 
wage a ·'good wa,rfare for Jesus Christ. 

A PATIENT GOD 
.Our God -is a God of piatience - patience long contillued 

but not everlasting. :Swif.~ ,fly'the wings of mercy, s'loW 
goes the hand ~f justice; ldke tlbe, shadow on the sun-'dial, 
ever moving, yet creeping. 'slowly on, with a motion a'll 
ibut ~mpercepttb!}e. 'SHll let 'sinners s'talllcl in awe. The 
hand df justice 'has -not s.topped, alth~ug'h imperceptitp'l'Y,' 

. it steadily advanc~s, by 'and Iby having ,reached the tenth, 
.elevenffi, 'tvye'lifth hour, the hell strikes. Then, unless you 
s'Oon flee t'O' Ohrist, rthe blow which was ;so slow to fa~,l 
shall descend: on the head of impenitence 'with accumu
'lated ;force. Let it never be fOl'lgotten, that a'Ithough 
Go'd's patience is: '1,as't'ing, it is not everlasting .. 
. ---lGUTHRIE 
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"'F " .rom the· Snare of the F . I " ower , . 

A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields • 

Preac'hed in Jarvis Street Ba.ptist Ohurch, Toronto, .sunday Morning, September ~3, 19.36 
" -. 

,., . (Stenog1nllphicaJliy Repor.ted) 

"Sureiy \he Bha:lq deliv~ thee from the snare of Iflhe fowler."-Psalm 91 :3. . 
• • I • . . . 

. Prayer Before the SermOill • warning implications in it. It tells us -there is a fowler, 
Haw sha:1,1 we 'come, 0 LoM our ~, wherE) rJlliou art, be- and tha.t he uses a snare. But there is 'Someone Who 

fore Wlhose presen'ce even • angels vei[ ·tlheir faces. There can Ibe depended upon to deliver us ·from the snare of-the 
is but one way by wariclJ. ~ may come. We have no wdngi;, fowler. 
INt we have Jews. We· bow Ibeneath Ibhe ovel'S'hadowing 
willlP. of ttJhe· Mercy lSeaIt, where .$.e Mood is sprinkled, and 
tlhere we tpIlead, Thy promises, tlhat Thou wri'lt Ibe wi'tlh us. 

We desire, 0 Lord, Ito feel Thy presence lWit\ih us. We 
desire Thee fur ounielve8. Wi~'Out Thee we can: do notlhmg. 
And ISIS we' cOline tis !lDornmg, we ibeseedh Thee :to lay Tlhy 
band upon 'US. !M'ake us Ito kn'OlW' tlhat 1!hIis lis a Betilel, tlhat 
GOO is in ilHs PlaICe." _ 
, Accept; we pray rr.hee, too wo:rsllNp of our hearts, for we 
ackn'OW'ledige Thee Ito be our God. Give, we pray Thee, to 
any wlho 'hawe 'lIIO cOllSciousttess m God, Who have not oome 
seekinJg 'l'hy face and favour 1lhds morning, a sense of their 
need of Tlhee. ....... 

:So brliIllg' us 'all, ,we pray Thee, :iJnIto an attitude of supplica
tion. !Look upon every one of us ~ri our need, and of Thy. 
fulness (if grace Ij,n Christ J e'S'llS ri't '!'hall supply us. 'He'l'P 
us tlhaJt We may know 1Ihat Thou ar.t !here to :guide Thy peop'le, 
tlhalt we !lDay pu.t our, Ib:a.ml's iifllto 'l1ri1lle; that we mAY go 
forward into ~e week before us wi'tlh all ilts ibu!l"lhms land 
I;Em]jptaliions, !i,ts cJi!ff,icuUies, its tfioes, in ttlhe col!rfiden'ce that 
Thou w.iJJ.t not leave us,· tlIOI1' furs'ake us. . , 

I:t may be, th~ are some ihere tihds mominlg ICOnltempla'ting 
some great cn·sis in life. Be with us at 'tlhe ~ing of the 
ways, at .tlhe cross roads, in !tlb.eplace of darkness, and of 
gloom, when! the fog is ljjhl'Ck arid we cansnot see into 'the 
distanJCle., 'He'lp us to know: iflhat Thou art With us, and then 
we ~be aswred thalt we are safe. 

Speak 'flo us out of Thy Word ·tlhtis m'Ol'Ji!ing. Send a !lDes
,sage. to ·tlhe boys 'and girls, the yOUIllg men and younig women. 
Bnn'g 'WI aIl~ to ilihe S'aJVIiour'!5 feet. 

Look, we pmy Thee, 'Upon '!ilie 'W'Ol"ld aibouIt <US, tbh'is world 
of tl"Ouibile and of conlfllidt, of Ig>reat darkness. We pray that 
Thy lha!lUl may !be upon: '8Jl:l the a:f.fairs of !lDen\ tlhat 'l1hy will 
may be done even in 1Jh:e n'atiolliS whose rulel'lS dlO not fear 
Thee. 

Gracilous1y remember SOime Who are mck tilrls moming. We 
mtank Thee ~t 

'l1h~ heading of Thy seaim[esa ~. 
Is by !()u'r !bed's.,of pain. 

We tpl"ay iflhaJt 'tihose wh'O w!f.fer may be maW! sensible of'l1hy . 
presence 'Ilhls morn6.ng. 

And 11'OW as we coone Ito Thy -Hoiy Word', 'We ipl"ay 'libaJt. the 
Spirit !ID'aJY dliTeCt us in .the 'truths of God; :and 'that this 
sery.ilCem~y minister graee to sairnt and 'sin'll.era,uke, 'and 
brling g'lory 1bo 'J.1hy 'JtreaJt name, for 'We 'ask it in ·the IIl'8rne of 
Jesus Chrislt 'Our Lcird!, Amen. . _ 

THE ninety-fi.rst Psalm 'is one .to which I suppose we 
a:1'I 'have frequently turned fof comfort, ibecaus'e it is 

a PS'a.'lm that is crowded with exceeding "great and pre
cious promises. One of the 'Promises of this' Psalm was 
quoted to. our Lord' by thedevli:l qimself, the ·great .fowler, 
whto tried t~ entrap our SubstitUte and Represeniat.ive, 
Who is ou·r Lord and g'aviour too. But iby implication the 
Psal!m is fuH 'of warnin'gs, as it is full of comifort,and 
this -clause: '~Surely he shaH de1iver thee· .from the l'lnaTe 
of the fowler, and from the noisome pesti'lenee", has 

I. 
[,et me warn you - I had almost said particularly the 

'!boys and !g-i'l'is; ·but 'we aU need the warning that THERE 
IS A FOWLER WHO SEEKS TO ENTiUP. US ~D TAKE US FOR· 
ms PREY. There is an alien power ,lri- the' world. Ther~ 
is ·an enemy see1dng whom 'he may devour, trying to 
catch the souls of men. A fowler is a bird catcher, one 

_ who -s'ets tril:ps, who' sets snares that he may catch the 
unwary. And sto tlhere -is one who s'e~koS to catch ,every 
one of us. Let .us nat forget .that the Bi.ble d'OCttine of 
·the existence of the devil,a maUgnani power, seeking 
au'l' destruCtion, is' HteraUy true. 

I 'know there are many clever people who tell us there. 
:is no devil. WeN, if .there is not, '1 would l'i'ke to know 
who is 'here in :the worM to-day, stomeone who qught to 

. 'be cal!led a d'evilanyhow; everywhere. And we have 
reason to ibe afraid of hlim, aU of uos. He 'is mOore deadly 
th'an any flame. His snare, his activities, are linked in 
this verse wit 'h' '~-the noisOome pesti~ence"_ More 'to be 
d~eaded. than sca'rJet- 'fever, or ty,phoid, or tu'berculosis, 
or any other :thing that mayaf.fliet the bodies' of men. 
There ijs 'a .rea'! devil, seeking. wfhIom he may devour. 

.He is ea!Joled here a "fowler". It 'suggests that it re
quires a little skm on· his part to catch hiB' prey. It 
sUIg'gests' .that 'We need not lbecome the prey of the fowler. 
The 'human soul is ,thus really Hlkened to a wild bird;- given 
.the Hberty of the fdrests', freedom· to soar awayointo the 
face of the sun, ibut who-fs 'in d~nger of !being entrapped. 
Let us not ibe pes'sli:mistic and assume 'that it IS absolutely 

·necessa·ry that we shlould' ,a'l'} go to the devit That is not 
true. He seaks- W'hOtn-he may. devour. He is a fowler 
who ;has to !be very careful how. he sets his nets. his traps. 
It 'is not necessaryl that bays and ·girls shoUld' run in the 
way of eviJ:. There 'is a way out. 
. I s·a·w three chilp'ren running 'a'long t.he s·treet yesterday 

when I was w8:I'king. There was an oldersist~r, a very 
motherly Iperson of 'aboqt' s'ix or seven, and: two youI,l'g~r 

'-children, a Iittle.!g1id and a -Iittle !boy. 'Dhe ib'OY 'Was-;-thE' 
youngest of the ,three. The oider sister, with '8 fitre s'ense 
of ''l"esponsdlbHity, was holding !both of the others .by the' 
hand·, walking in the middle. The little :fellow, who was 
on 'her riog.b:t, just IJ)IlHed hims~l'f away, and! walked off, 
ri'g1ht ahead. iSh'e reproved Mm; 8Ihe saijd "l"ou are a 
had iboy." ~he ~dttle felJow stood' up and ~idi, "I am 
nat a !badl I~." Bu.t IWIhen he h~ld out his hand to her 
she said: "N9W you are a good boy", a~d ghe heM him 
firmly, ami' walked on. 

, 
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. . Oh; w..e need· sonieone to·h:~ld': us by the hand. Weare ~ .. ca'g~s ':cali hi~d9"'~ 'The hunter ~ho .ito.es' shootin'g uses 
al1lba:d lI;>oys andl had igirls too', .i"f"we:let go tfuat hand, ap.d decoys. 'So:m~times they <;alI1 ·them "s'tool' -pi'geohs", imita-

.... 

;. t~'j;9. go:,by. :ou:r~elve~,., ~p'-d: we aj~::hl'~i? to .~et. into !gre~.t.·.' 1ii~ ,pi,g«;ons:, Th~~r ar«:. '5e~ ·t.!>' ~ttr:act other :bi~dos.. I h-~ve . 
. trouble ... Theore 'Is a ,fowler·abroad &eekmg to ensnare our . seen them spread ,theIr nets, and! tJhen' put, Just outsIde· 

, souls> ·Per.ha,pS . there is' someone" ,who' iSays,' "HEds ·not . (jf the sweep· of. the net a ·gilded' :ca'ge fur a. Ibird, with ~ ,:. ~< ' 
goinig~ to. catch me.'" But ,d,.on't' yo~ ~e that. tblis.fuwler r:ieh 'plu-mruge th'at· has.. 'learned: to Ib,,~ .its ca:ptiyity, sing:' ", .':,' 
is' a:very.s'kiJofuII p~rSon. t!e--has .had. a lot of :expe.r.ience, i~g its gQhg in:..its. ,g..Hided ,priso.n/ca'l~~nlg .other il:ni:'<ds, and' . ) .. !-' .. 

. and·i}ie has got ~ 'greatrna!ly.protid Ibirds in .lhis·time. He'. as the,.other:,bird~ came'the .f().w'l~i' who .isJh<hiding just \ . 
knows }lOW; ... ,tO catch them. .' '. ..' ". " pulIs }i'IS: eo~~,.and, '~e, n~ts ~Irop ove~ the Iblrd~.. . 

Ob, iSO!Jle of us calli see .. We ·a·re··trot Ignorant 'of :hls' '. Be on ,the lOdkout 'agamst the ,fowler's ·"calil bIrds". Do '
devices. ::He 'is very. dan'gerous ..• E'Ven 'an arch'a:-n;gel was --you know what they. a·re ? . 'Other 1Q0ys'aoo 'gi,rts. Be'·care- . 
ilifrMd cit him. "Let :Mm tb:at tth'i·nketh he stanoetli: take ': ru'l' of your compai)y. -·1 saw avery ·yoiIil,g Iboy. the other .. _:: . 

'. ~:tt-eea.,qesVhe tfaU.!' - His-; traps' -a7e very astute'ly ·ibll~ted·.' 'day' walk!in'g.>q~ri.,:· the .'street wi.tl{ a _ci,gar.efte in his. . .. 
·His.-nets are very cleverly dislguise«i. Do not .~ay that 'You i mouth.- That· little' ·lI;>it. of paper, h.e tpoug'ht made- him: - '. 
are i·n no d'anger. This '~Hfu{ifawltir""is proud.:' He doe~. a 1tlanrHe s'aw.po·h'arm in ,it! "We u~' to'conduct a 
not t~y to catch- 'a-ll ,p~ple In ·pr~isely the same 'Y~y.- ,Th~ . clinic' op -Parliament oS'tteet,.:and 'we 'h~ 'Ibadl :boys' corrie 
fowler stuQlies t1he halbits' of his ·intend:ed. prey. If you . ,to' us' by _ th~ '8core,~. bY. the hlinidtrM, indeed,' practically. 
wanfto catcll'lbirds you must ~'ow h~to catoh .. them; '- tuined',. J!lst.physica'l·wrecks, -all ,of .a;itremhle, .brought , 

.. knoW:what· the,l..'li'ke. And this ,fowler ·knows- how;,tO c~t~h by t~ei:r. m~thets:. '~Ga~ you do~ anythinlg t~.· cure this 
bays a.nd 'glirls,. a-I!.d' me:p. ~~d )Vomen. .oh, ·not the stu,pld !boy 'af !}llS cIgarette h-alblt" - s'tJunted .an!i· dWarfed, and 

, -peop'le;. !but .the ,wise people, ~<X?! . He nas caU'trh'!; killgs . aU ,but ruli~!'l'd before ~e h,ad attained his i19ilJ?lb.ood. How 
• :. >,.' and'their counsellors, proPhets ·and sa'g.es, - all sorts of did! dt 'ha<pp~TII? -Oh; he sa-w some other.lboY doing it, and 

. . :peopl~ "have-been. ,e.n~e&hed in . hiS- J;let, This' is a' ,pretty he thoug;ht it Was" smart, a-nd, so ',he .fol1owedihi~ exainple. ' 
. unsafe world to. -live in. QhHdren, cannot sa'fely play on, Anld ·the ·girls 'are just 'as !bad. They 'have different -kirids . 
the Btreetl:! as they used: to. 'The chariots ar~ .rushing. of "call bi'l1dE!"._ Be on -the 100'kou-t. :Someii'mes' :the fowler 
back :and .:forth ,-like Mghtniing, and it is ,scaree'loy safe .to . 'pUts stml~ing '~>TI the !branch 6f .a>verjr attractive' 'tree .. 

, , 

·'step f,rOm the _s1idew.a:l1k. 'It -is on'ly a parable, however;'. -They ca:H i.t bfrd l:im,e, 'a~d' the il'lir:d :thlipb that is a 'nice 
" _ of 1Jlie perils of Iitfe in general Bewa:re of the .foWler; .~or· ... place.to perch a.nd' gJ,n.,g. And"so i,t :~ies'~ ~nto the tree 

he is-out albout his Ibusiness.every da'Y.' and" 'li,ghtsoTii the.'hra-nch. IThen:by andl by :a:fter s- while 
I could ta:}k oaJbout ,him for 'a tong' 'time; ,,but 1_ fu-st 'it ~rea-4s' itswinlgs, ibut' it !-,annot move; it is _caU'g'ht, 

.remino· Y9u of hi'rD, and tell yo1I :that this 'fowler':uses a . cau~t. by fte feet. ~ .have !kn'own. ~eople. to, be eTIlm:ar~d· 
snare. -He.has a wa'Y, of catching eve,ry sort of bird; arid .-'by tlie'ir 'feet. -A;ny.t~'mg -wrong WIth d'anocll~g? Well, It: 

- you are a: 'bird. I do not 'IpEl'an,.in.::t'he cO'l'loquial sen:se, but:. d=epencia on w?er~ 'y~ur ,brains a'ret I.t is a sHly t'hing, a: 
he -is a..lowaY"s- on the watch·for.your-soul. Somet'imes he '-:darrgero'U~ thmg .. IBu.t not a few':people.have been en-· 
uses- a net:. ~ ~.- ' . . -, \,. ",', . snared in j~-st that; way. Cau~g<h!t.lby t~~~r !feet. : 

I do not'see it in -this ~ou~.t'rY, "b4t I 'remetdb~r when r I Could go on forever, teUi~g you ~f the snares of the 
was a boy (lb.ave -;geen the .foWler goin·g· ·out. to -his 'Work - .de:vil. There they are, the fOw'le'r aild' -'hi,s snare. What 
on a ISunday morning when iI· ·w-ai.dd be 'going to c'hu'rch. a ,b'lessi'ng it is, written: :":Surel'y ''he ·shaU'deliver -thee \ .. 

. .-: .. from the snare cYf'the fowler": Sometimes·oa: Ibi,rd -gets 
( :.' II. " . ~ caught ''in -suCh ·a wayth'i!t ·it cannot deliver itself. It 

':Now the wis-e man' said': '~Surely in 'Vain .the "net .is' must'h~ve Mlp :froni outside: And that 'is true ,of .a:1'l of 
. sPread· in the-sight' of any bIrd.", 'Sometimes th~ fOwler - .ti~. We cannot dis~ntaDigle O'llrselyes. We .c~nnot free. 

sets tlie :nets,:over ·niig,ht, when',-the birdl cannot see 'him. _ ou·rsel:ves-from. the devil"s trap ... We .have been ca'Uog<~t, 
.' The :bird'S·;that see him spread 'his nets' are seldom 'caught . - and 'we need· some'bod'Y :t·o d:el'i'Ver us .out of. the snare 'of 
. in them. They are on their·!gu-ard. A~d.Yet have not we . -the fowler, jus-t' to open the traJp and:--s¢t us free. ~ 

seen t'hil!_fuw'ler. s-e~ his ~et. in; -the si'ght of some -bi,rd!" Oh, 'hOW many peoPle ar.e· "halbithound"! I 'knew a 
._ 'a~d <;8t<?!l,thein? Ri'ght on that -comer th.ere is «?ne. :net·. w<lman"owho used ,to c~e to tihis C'hurch, and she seemed 

RI'glht' across· on' the other corner there .1S 'another· 'net. to he a veroy fine woman,' 'lived, a "respectable: s'~ber life .. 
.- Within' two IbloCks O'fthis church there. are. eleven of! -But :aiboU't OIice in six _months -she got caugoht !by the . 

I • thedeV'il's' nets.~he".mos't. i.~lfa:~oll~ ruIer .this 'provinc~ ,fowler, an~'ibeca'me drunk. .she ca'me 'into llliY vestry one,' 
ev!,!r ~'a4,,: the .present PremIer; IS 'responsllble. ·for.- that. day .. (,She aIway,s -'can'ed me "Pastor"). IShe said': "Pas-
I do n'o:t t1,tiIilk the d'evil :'ever 'bad 'a more subtle ana' 'tor ·there 'is n'othdnog I hate'lijlke the thinlg that enslaves .. 
effecti~ve' ~~ent ~han _On.-ta.ri~'s Premier. . Li'Vin'g' '~e:r:e, in, me>I s'ay ·to myself, 'I will ~never- :touch it 8'g-ain'; lbut 
the mIdst of :thls pop~latIon where the-re are thous~nds just as soon as I 'get a \V,hiff of alcohol, alI .resistance 
and thous~pds. o{ ?·O'y·s and 'girls, young men and iWC?ni.e~, melts- ,i.n me/' an;d I am- perfectly' helpless," Ob, there are 
I 'Jl~te. ~hese. devIl s traps, -hate .~he~ as .1 hate .the . .denl ·tens of thousands of .boys and' .·girls, and yolin-g men and 

._~i'm~elf; jb~~use .the! ib?'long j;o.Ib.~!ID' 'Tpe ~ma?;irig .t~!~g ~omen, wi).o, ;before the nex,t election cO'II,les in t'his prov
, 1!3 that ~e put.s ou~ ~llS_S!·gn! a'Ct.'!aUy ad:v:er.tIse.s what 1~ 'IS, i-nce .. will have Ibeen 'caught in the Hepburn ·s-na're.; and 
a~d .the :n~ IS 'spread' I'n thesllg}J.t of 'the !bl'rd, .. and the unless God helps ,them, ·r.uined' for'timeand'for eternity! 
blrd ~ets caU'ght. . I _. . . Sometimes I wish I ·had '8 m'inion tons of dynamite to 

/'Be ori ·Your 'gua.I'd .. - .He Ib.'as different 'kind's of :baH for blow 'the 'wliole~ thi:p.gout of ex·istence, a-nd the' cursed' 
.different)tind's. of l>'irds. ~e catches' people by ''a!ppe:tite government tnllitis responsilble for i,t._ Giv~ Mr. Hepburn 

, ' 

. I tSoriieti'rness, by d'ririking -and eatinig. Be careful .of y'our . ·my compliments, an'd,tel'l him:l s'aidl tjh,at. . ,-- '" 

-~p~tites. th~ fowler <knows h~ to u~e them .for---t~!'! -··P.eople are_e?snared until- by' and -by ·they cannot ex-
,soul s·destructIon. trli'Cate themse1ves;' 'they' are bound, helples's -'-- ll,'par,t f,rom 

~ have seen ,the fOWler carrYin~,:gilded' ca,g~s, and'·in the divine ~ace. ' . 
,. 

~ . .. 
, 

II 
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" ~ ,'III. : . Th:at is how th'-e LOrd Jes·u~ ~dlid. ,He~bo~gh.t us, ~:nd 
. But the Lord can deliver us all 'from t"ne snares'':of the havihg.hoU'ght us, H!!: sets us. free; ~n'~':Qur sPI.J.I ,is es@aped . 

· fowler, no matter what the ~n'are i~ .. He 'is· equal' to every Jilke 'a bird .ou;t 'of . the snare of. diEl·'i;owle.r: "They that . 
emel"geney;··and to ev.ery temp'tatiQn. Boys and·g.tr-I$,."we wait u'l?on, tfP..e.Lo~4.~hall,rene~ t~Elir.'~t:r~ngth; they shall. :, 

· in this place love you a'I!. Oh, l.was·lhappy to'reMive'li . 'ffioun't up w~·tli. win'g's !,ls' eagJ~!J'j.they:"sha:l'l run; an~ not.;·".' 
~ittle not~ .this 'morning: .':T,he -ypu!lges.t ~rosped . officer. be ~eary·;· ·an~ ;t~er .shall wlI;'lfti, ,Jini,l··I).p.t"fa.iilt." . . .': 

· of ,~he ,School;-who is· ~ ~st ,th~ee and a haU yeats of?,, . .' 'M.ay the Ld'r,'Idi ;na'ke 'Us :il'}'! flyin:g. ;Chri~otia,ns i 
'pr~s'Pect~d two . playmates ye~;terday'~ called for. them th}Rf' Le' .' . • • '. . . . '. 

morning, ~nd, Ibr~!g.ht thew to' Bilble' !School.'~ He' is ,be- • ~ I:l.s pray'. ..'.' ..... . '" . r 
, .(', ·g~nnin.g ea,rlY; is' he not·? 'IS 'little Paul Coghi'l'l here this Th?U grea't Del,iverer,. :!Ne", :pray .~e:~ Come to us this 

mor,ning?' ~es'; there he' is .. No~ you,. go and 'find two rnornmg, lliI\ij se't qs;'aJI~ :~~'e, ipr: ~¥ 'nairne's sake,. AmEl'Q~ .. ' 
more next'we~k, Paul. .. :';,' ., : :.'. ' ;; .. ,' . r .~ '. : .• \.,. '. 

• • '. .,'" ~.' ~ '.. ~ : . ....,' • J • • ." 

"~e'shal'l deliver thee f~m bhe.'snare.of the'fowler:" . . :, .. 
. "I am always 'Ii~ited"Sullda:'y"marniillig. Rut you re- '7/_';., b~..i:..I..J..' e 

. I member '!:hat 'great· 'text in' '1!he' one hundr.ed, and 'twenty- JrtJL .. ' -: . LuID."" . _ Jh.~:· : ·lJA/Ul1l. . 

'. 

.. 
I • . I 

f9urtlh Psialm' where the' Psalmist east doWn: into the·· ' 
" ... \ .~~pths, ~omplains of the WliVe$ 'and df the biIrlo.\\;s goi~g ... 

over Ji'im, a·nd.ne sa'id: "If it h'ad: 'not been .. the ·r;ord w.ho . OctobeT 15!....A ~~d·~etteT Day' '. ' . 

. . , 

"III 

II 
" 
·1 •• 

~ 

I 

r· 

.. : was on:O'ur side, when! 'men :ros'e u'P:ag8linst us, then they ·On Octo'ber 15' the 'fi~st-boo'k i,n-,the Dr. T. T. Shields' 
had swaHowed IUS up qui~k, when .. their wrath was Jdnd-led Memorial Library will- }b~' reaq'y, 'for distl'~bu tion. ,'l'!he 

.against us." 'But''before he 'gets thl"ough the 'Psalm hI:' name of thi!!Yo'l'Ume:wiU lie- The' Doctrines of G,·ace. All 
'~'Y.s: "Our: sIoul ·is escaped··a's·.a bird out of the snare of the 'boo'ks ,oof the, set .wi)J1 'De bound In 'i a unifor'm binding. 
the fowh~rs. The 'snare is ib-roken,' imd we ·are e;caped." . -a rieh' 'maroon cloth co~e'r with- gold' printing. Dr. 

'The. L.ord 'came and brOke the snare of the 'fowier, and Shields' pictu·re wilrl 'appea'r' iiI' t'h:e front of'this first 
'se!; the. ,bird f.ree, and' it' flew away "into Go'd'~ ,hands. vol~l!le: ~e .. ~-nt~'c~J~ate .a 'g:reat: ·~~a:nd'. ~or thIS {irst·. , 
What 'a b'}essjng it. is' wheh:peopie 'are ·made 'free! I see 'hook and :would sug,gest- that. GOSp;EL WITNESS readers " '. 

· .a "lot of people 'who ,have no:freedom' at aU. I have seen. plaee their Qr:ders 'eai-IY'wjth the ,under.&1;andling that th'e '. 
some preachers 'Who just 'shl;lffied' along', and' they can- Ibook will not ,be 'r~ad'Y until Octaber 15.', The Doctri1tes / 
riot do any,thing wi,thout asking .sIomebody else~ No Ji'b- of Grace w.ould ma'ke n.n idea'l GhriS'bmas'present for some. 
erty. 'at .~l'l! B'ut ft is a gr.eat" thing .to·.rb'ave'" the shadkles Ohristian friend. .::: ' . 

· brOken: 'S'omebody quot':"d"in prayer' meetinig:'{llst nitht: . ~".<, 
"'Stand! fast ,therefore lin th~ ';Hlberty liWhetewitih Christ TIU! Editor in indiana '. . 
hath made 'Us free, and· be.not:entanrgled::aga.inJ\vith'the . (, .'. .. . . .: .' . . . 

.. yoke of bond.age.".' ....... . . ',;II : .... J •. '. (;" From '~ep~temlber 4 -.Septem:b~r 7 the Editor of THI<~ 
:--...... GOSPEL WJTNESS:Wi'll be 'attending the 'S'ixth Annua'l 

~ I have told you this sto~y"before, hut L'sh'al'l'relate it. . '..., . 
a'g8lin 'in case some of yotl"Ill'ave not"heard it,.' 'A. western . Me'etlIi'g of ,the B8!ptist HilDIe'· FeHows:hrip to be held 
cowlboy' 'Cominlg in from ·,the"p"lains an:d' 'waUiing down the in 'Twin City' ~Baptis't 'Temple, Mishawaka; Indiana 

\ (Pasto.r·-:-;- Dr!, Vic tot: E. Sears): 'We wHl :be 'happy 
stre~t of a' cOTI'sidel"alble town, saw a little erowd' a'bout to m~et ar,y of our r.~aders ·W!ha. live in that area and I;' 

a window, and! stopped- to look.' IHe was a -taU ;man, and' would .suggest that "theY a'tteIid -these. great m.eet-
he '~'ooked' over the shoulders· of ,those in front -of ·him. 
Tnere ''in 'the w'ind.ow he saw 'R'n e8!gle with a chairt on ings of th'is Bible Baptist 'group. . 
its leg. fastened to a 'staple secured, there in. ~he Win
drow. it was motionless. It had ,i'ts ~lead 'down, moping, 

.' no interest in 'anyth.Inrg in' .the ·warm.' The cowboy went 
in and ·said to the storekeeper: "How 'much do you want. 
'for ·;that eagie?" 'He said:: "Wha't do you want to give 
for it?" Trhe cowlboy said: "I have not much money", 

· and .he ~turned' ou,t h1is pockets; "Will you ta!ke what I 
'have?" "I :gU'ess So," repliEid'"1Jhe storekeeper. So he 'paid 
Ms money, and 'broke thechaiiI arid' took' the ea'gle out
side. People wondered, what 'he was got~g to do ~it~. it. 
You 'Can't ,malke a 'Pet of an eagle, as you could of 'a ean~ry. 

.' He 'Went out and, looked ,about ,till he fou'nda ,large ~n
post. ·He cUmbed the fence, and put 'the e/l!gle'rOfil~th'Jtop 
of the si'gnp.ostj then. ·got do~. 'Tih~ eaJgle s~'t·:,tIh:ere, stiI'l 
motionless. ,.The co\:\"boy tod'k off his hat, and: waved 'it .. 

Servants of Apostasy 

Copies of Dr."'Carl·Mclntil'e's latest book" are 8tH!" avaH
ahle. S'imrp'ly write to THE GOSPEL WITNESS office and. 
your cqpy.:wil~ ·;be 'pro.mptly 'serit; This lar,ge iboo'k of valu
aJbJe information seUs, for only' $4~00 .(colth cover) and 
'$3.00 (paper cover.). 'It is a handiboo'k of ecumeniea-J 'in- . 
formation aiId" is an indi'spens'wblt{book for those Who 
wo!!'Jd :know m9re of the natuTe and aims 'of the WorM' 
Coundl of Ohurohes. . " . , 

I 

I ' " 

~cho~i 0ti&sf.-8thf!ol Days! .' .'. . r1 ' 

The ,eagle lifted ~ts 'head. Just then the s'Un 'Came out, 
and as he cauight 'sight of the sun he fifted 'his· head a 
little highir,' flapped 'his' 'great~ 'wings, and soared away .. 
The cow!boy, h8lt ..in hand,' watched· 'him' as 'he went ·off. / 
t()wiilvd. the sun. p'eop'le' cn.eere'd' h'im, then they. said: 

. "what did you :d'o that 'for?" "Oh,'" 'he said, "I don't 'lcnow 
whet'he~or not it was tlu~ :same eag.!e, !bu·t if not,' I 'have· 
seen one like. h~rm ou,t thE)re so~:rinrg over ,the,nioy.n·t~s, 
'lind when'l saw that gloriolJ.s', creature Chained, '1 !just 

. Ye~, 'the clti'Jodren, make their' way·'.to school n~xt 
week --:- 'w'~et~~r reluctantly ~r joyfully; dependjpg' 
u'pon the lindividrual. On. Septemlber 11) s~hool difys· 
wiH again Ibe 'in order for the ·students· of Toroilto 
Baptist Seminary .. ' We 'do 'kn'o.w that the older" st-u
d'ents' wi'll joy.ful'ly·maq{e·their ~vay backto Canada's-. 
Sdhool Of ,bhe Prophets. oWe 'ttust too that many new 
students. whlo~be a'mong those w!lio enter the 'h-~lIs' df~ 
the ·Seminary. Any 'Who feeJ caHed to. the ·se.rv-ice 

'of the Lo;rd . ,vouId, do well tg 'write 'for this ,year's 
. prospectu's. Simply w.rite The Registrar, Toronto 

cO'llld not staI)d' it. I had to set him fl'e.e." :.l~ Baptist S-~min<>ary,' 337 J arvi~ ·Street, Torontq 2: 

" . 
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CHAPTER ELEVEN 

ANTICIPATIONS CONCERNING THE END 
OF .THE EARTHLY iI.iSTORY -

Q .. 

... 

- . 
farther stjII?' Yes, if we rememlber that the fi'rst four 
seals Idepict the ·forces at 'work ,in ~the 'World. ;rather' than. 
their action in the conflict itself. But before the visi6ns 

- concerninlg that conflict are unvei'led !before 'Os, the divine 
Revelation 6:9-7:17 'Revealer' antic~pat~the instinctive questiions of. the. 

I T HAS :been ou,r 'Pu~ose to shoW that the :seven seals, apostle concerning the d~tiny of the saints. ' 
symoolize .the repercussions' Ibrou,ght a/bout !by the ,First of all, a comiorti'ng vision is given, regaro.ing· 

elevation cd. the .son of 'God to Hi~' 'Father's throne. Ae- ,th'ose who have died! in ,the ifalith, as ·the fifth sea'l is 
cording to... oll1r linterpretation,' the fi'rst fou·r seals dis- opened. Wihatever ,tJheir works and thei,r ends may have 
close to us, under ·the, fi'gures cd. the four fiery horses, 'been, their condition is one cd.s~ecu:rUy and; happy waiting. 
'and ,tJheir. riders, the main moral 'forces at. 'Worlk~i-n the' . However, it :plea1s'es God: to mention only the case of the 
,confLict' provoked Iby th~' warning messagj:) of the'Gospel': martyTs, as a s'Ulggestive ~ of the privileges which 

lThe open'ing of the ~ext two sea"s 19ives us a 'gUmpse, 'those dyting in' the lJor.d must' expect on the 'other side 
of the fair-reaching effects ()if the enitJhronement of Jesus of ;the'veil. '. 

'Christ, Iby descrilbing the u'lti-mate fate IOf GOd's adver- "Am iWhen he Ih'ad opened the fid'tJh'seal. II saw under 
· sarlies. and the everlastinlg !bliss of His :redeemed. '. The the' altar the sou'ls of them ,that were slain for the ,word 
opening of the seventh~sea:1 wiU thf!n depict at 1eng1jh of God 'and for the ·testimdny wh~ch they held." More. 
the events which, from the ori,goin cd. ,the conflict to its exactly we slhou!J.4, read: ",th~ ;Physica} Hves",Which 1s 
consummation, must result 'from the c6ntjnuo'li~ action tantamount to,8I8:yi-ng ".the 1b1ood" instead of "the souls", 
of the forces personified in the fou'r riders.' , ·UI(ewise. instead' 'of "under .the altar", a 'better render-
, ;By giving ljn ·the fifth and sixth sea'ls an anticipated ing lWoU'ld !be; "at tlhe 'fIoot of the a'11;a,r". ISo that the 
description of the epi'logue ~ all eal11ihly histoow -- which vision ,would ,be that of martyrs whose !b}oodspreads 
will'!be d'epicte(fin more'detail in:tJhe viSiion of the 'seventh ' around the altar. As they d~ed 'in the communion Cif 

--;-sea:l-this d~vine proviision aJllSWers a very natura:} eon- tJhei'r Saviour's death, t!he 'seer mlist associate h.ere !both 
cern on ,t'h~ part cd. the reader of Revelation. ' . , the vision of the 'Lamlb of God - whose sacrifice justi-

-Since the brief 'summary .. given ,in the fifth and sixth .., fies 'the presenoo'-of the altar - and -that of the bleeding 
seals of tJhe' final fate of mankind, deals with that whidh witnesses. ' , , 
is temporaxy, the yis'ion touche's on'ly upon generalities. "A'nd:. they cried with a lOUd voice, ,saying, How long, 
That preHminail"y survey leaves therefore to the conclud- Q LO-ro, Iholy and true, 'd:ost thpu not judge and avenge 
ing revelations of the !book to Ibrin,g, jn their logica!l place, pur Iblood on ·tJhem th'8:t 'dwel~ on the ealr~h?"l.'hat ques
ultimate an!d final information concerning the end of 'atl ,tjon,80 natural- to the heart of John and-,of those who. 
things.. ." . . '. li'ke )lim, stin "dwell on the earth" 'is" anticipated !by the 

',fhe destiiny of the redeemed, is to John and his !believ- Lord before ibhe apostle, sUn-ed by t'he sublime visions. 
ing readers of essential import. Their end will there- qares a'SIc him:_ He causes the ,Dlar.tyr& ,to as~ it to Him-

· fore be tJhe obj,ect of 'a 'more detailed d'esc.ription than that self, t'he martyrs whose' blood; ake' Albel's', legitimatel'Y 
of tJhe 'lost. 'Dhe I~tter are depicted as lbeIon'ging to one "crieth" unto' Him. 'The words that fQ'l'low as well as the~ 
category, with terror as their eommop IbJnd, But the vel"Y eh-avacler of the martyrs, 'Prove t,hat tJhe vengeance 
haJilpy condition of the red'eemed 'i's the object of a three- they demand, 'implies no cruel, feel'ing and' that suCh 
fold description:, We have: ('1) 'Dhe dead ~n CliriB't' wait- l'etrilbu'tion' cou'l'd' on'ly- Ibe an a'Ct ~ justice aiming at 
ing for the resu'rrection. (2) 'The Misery Of the Un- preventing,other bloody pel'secutions. ~ 
saved. (8) Tfhe ibeIieve.r's in Jtlhe mid'Si of their earth'ly "Anid wMte ,rObes were given unto everyone of them; 
conflict. (4) Thol'le Who !have definitely entered the' and ·it was said unto them,' that th'eY shou:ld Test yet .for 
celestia:l land. '. , a IlittleseaJson, u·ntiJ. their ,fellow-servants also 'and tJheir 

. . 'l>rethTen, 'that 'should !be }kiIled. as they were,slhould be 
I. THE REDEEMED RESTING IN HOPE OF .. .fulfilled." ·Their human 'vision being 'limited:. J'ohn's con-

THE RESl:JRR.ECTION (6:9-11) , temporlil'ries cou'ld' ha.rdlIY 'i.ma.g.in~ ,that {,he ·divine triu:mph 
"And hoi:s name that sat on tile pale torselias ,Death, couid 'be yet Id·elayed for some mmenaries. ,'But the ,:de

and HeU fol~owed with Mm." The vjslion of the~fourth struetion throu,gIh excluSlively -moral and'spiritua1 means 
• seal seemed to have re!lclled a cl'imax in the deSiCription 00: so an'Cienlt anid so trenfendoUJS a ·,work a'sthat Of the 

of eVil. Wi'll' tJhe 'last tbreeseals, whose Qpen'ing had Enemy required a·s-Iow and'pro8-res'sive' strat~gy.· Other 
been earlier predicted: ,by ·,JOihn, carry the description victi-ms were Ito faU hi: that conflict; but, in His loving-

" 
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kindness, the IJotdl h'dl; and; true hM from all time de- . pla~e of 'every ~ou~in and island Pictures the overthl'ow 
terDl'illed ,their number, whieh cou'}d never be augmt'nted of 1lhe 'g·reat nations aiid· of the lea'ser commu1}litif:s. 
by a single unijt.o . !The -natural reaction of those thus depriVed o'f their 

,For ,the comfort of the waiting m:artyrs', as much as rights i:s expressed !by their horrified cry: "Mountains 
.' for our own, provision ils' here made for t'hree ~hings·,: 'and roc'ks', fa'll on us, 'and' hide Us 'from t'he ·face 'of 'him 

'that sittet:h on the th'l'one,' and '£rom the wrath of the 
·(1) IT.hey receive "every one.of them" 'a token of their Lamlb; for -the .great'day of ;his wrath is come; and who 

,redemption - the 'gift of white ro'bes. After their' :s'ha'I"I!be able to stand!?"There can !be no doubt that we 
ear.thly trials, God thereby declares th.em j~9tified an<~ -Ihave here a symlboIical descri-pttion of the' las~. days, 'a 
reg~ t'hei-r condij,tion as, one of ahso'lute i?'noc~n~e. d-escIi¢ion iogi'Cal'ly prepa'red' ,in the apostle':s mind .by 

2. !They &ire ~old to '~rest" - the naturaJ,.dlspOSil'tIon of the ¥i-sions of ·the first five 'seals'. For ,not only al'e the 
those who, h'av:i-ng for their 'fai,th serenely 'gont' throug'h Igreat. fallen .!bu't "every Ibondman and! every foret'man" 

, the ~o'st .iheroi~ ~riibu].a'tio~s', ~wait with. the s~e quiet" "Share in the'misera'ble 'fate of the wicked S'hepherd:s they 
confIdence theIr mtroductIon mto the fma], state of the had chosen for themselves. 
blessed. Let us . here stress hmy God's 'sU:preme 'act' of jus·tice 

~. They should yet rest "for a little season;': thus is s!hou'ld Ibe d-readeg., sin'ce a mere look from the One that 
fixed the limit of their eXipecta:tion. They aI·ready Share sftteth on the t,hrone, and the wrath of the Lamb, .suffi'Ce' 
in some !pl'ivi'leges of the d,iv·inenature. TheiT 8:nguijsh to stri'ke every man with terror. . 
of· o'ld 'iis n'o more, When one day was as' a ·thousand years: 
it, is now the !heavenly serenity when a 'thousand years 
are Il;s one d'ay. \" 

Wlbat" a comfort.for ,the apostle John to ,imag:ine, in t'he 
eager question 'Of the mar.tyrs, the voice of Peter, whose 
cruel end ·h:ad. !been predicted in h1is 'presence; the voice 
of his brethren 'from among the twelve, ,proba'bly all ·put 
to dea1th for thei:r faith; t'he vO'ice of IStephen, ,the .first 
mar.tyr; t:he voice elf Paul 'the aJpos'tIe; the never-to-lbe-. 
forgotten voice of Ant{pas, the un'known hut faithfu'l 
witness of 'Pel"gamo's; the .famildar wices 'of ·s·o many 
others .... AtmoJiig this holy company', !his ·stti'l'·red, 'heart' 
per-haps 'Ca'tcihes a 'glimpse o'f his fiirst master J o'hn ,t,he 
Ba'pti5't, 'and ()if aN' ,the guests of the saC'red WeSltm'in'ster . 
A!bbey of ' Hebrews eleven. W'hat lbri'ght Hgnt is thrown 
on John's vision 'by the conclusion of that 'Chapter, where 
the .Iheroes of the Old Covenanf are mlmti'Oned in des
pat:clhes for. an eternity of 'glory: "And these aU, 'havin'g 
obta1ined a 'good report through fa'i't'h, received not' the 
promise: God having .provided some better thing for us, 
tha't they without U'S shoU'ld' not be made perfect." 

For the 'templorary privileges of t'he martyrs are also 
bestowed upon a'11 the dea:d- waiting for .the resurrection. 
upon all ·those wfh(), oJike the ·heroes of the :fai'th,' 'are al
readly "wi'th Christ, whiic!h is 'far 'better". For 'they aIso, 
according to the Ibiilb'l'i'OOl .figure, 'have !'washe'd .their roibes, 
and made them '\Vih'ite in tht' !blood of the I',amb." 

II. THE MISERABLE S):' A ';I'E OF TH;E REBELS 
W ~ITING FOR THE JUDGMENT 

(6:12-17) 
The question aSiked Iby 1Jhose wai,ting "for the resurrec

ti~m 'has now been soIved:by a ri,ght prJority; a long pe~e
cution ha:s' .t'hE!ll be~n P'l'edieted. NO',W, 'a's the sixth seal is 
opened, the 'llJ)ow long" of the marby·rs wiII 'be answered~ 
. As the la-ngua'ge o'f the :book we are studying 'i's ih'iogh'J.y 
:f.ioguTative, the commotions descri,be'd in vers'es 1'3 and 14 
elf chapter 6 'are only symlbots, whereas verses 15 to 1'7 
give the ~lanation' ,to these 's'Y'llllbols. Accordingly, the 
s'ha'ken eartih ·represents a 'great upheaval in human so
ciety; 'the 'sun 'gl"owing ~'l'a'ek ·a's 'saC'kcloth o.f ,hai,r, and 
the moon becoming -as blood, are the SYIllibols of the 
ann:i!hHatJion of the ,'g·reat orlderly 'powers and of fhe rise 
of anarehy; ,the '~aJ:I of t'he stars empJt·a:size:s that. the !gen-

. erai 'Upheaval even af.fects ,the 'I"es'ser powers; the pictu're 
of iffue heayens "roHed to·gether a'S' a 'scroll" seems to impl'Y 
a eomplete 'sweeping 'away of the sta.bHity 'and' orde·r 
eharacter.istic of ·~he universe; the remov·ing out 'of their 

III. THE SECURITY OF THE REDEE'MED IN 
THE MIDST OF THEIR EARTHLY CONFLICT 

(7:J-8) ./ . " 
"Wlho Siha'llibe ·a.ble .to stand ?'; To -that despairing in

quiry. the 'siJclJh 'seal wiU '8!gain answer Iby a two-fold 
revelation. 

In the midtst of the great :calamities deseriibed in the 
preceding vel"ses, 't:he protecllion of the redeemed 'i-s ifuUy 
gua·ran-teed'. They wilJl besecu~e from ·the pu'nitive act. 
whic'h, :under the figure otthe .fou:r .winds a-nd through 
t'he ac'tion of the .four 'ange'l's, must "hurt 1Jh.e ea'l'th, the 
se'aand! the trees", t:hat 'i,s, accordinlg ~to une 'scriptural 
symlbo'l:.iBl1l1, the organized' communities, the unruly 
nations, and' the human powers. 

Ju·~t as 'the num.'ber "of ,thvmart'Yll'S must 'be 'brought 
,1;10 completion, the 'Punishment of ,the t:ebe'I"s must. 'be 
retarded until' the ·protective seal is placed upon the fore" 
heads of the 'servan'ts ()if God. That important revelation' 
i.s procla:imed! "-wit'h a loud voice" by an an'gel as'Ct'nding 
from the east; having' the seal of the . living God. As "it 
is ·the c'ase in\other ·parts of the book elf Revelatiion, cou'ld 
we not witness here ,an in'tervention of the ISon Himself 
or of the Holy"'Spirit, or of lboth of these divine persons 
actinig joi,ntly? ". , 

IT!he act of -sea'ling is everywhere Iin'ked in Scripture 
to a ta.k!ing possession !by .1JheseaIer, and ,to a 'Promise of 
securi'ty made to the :per.son thus sea:led.· The 'seal ,placed 
on the foreheads of the' s'ervants of 'God correspond-s to 
the 'seal of ·the 'Holy Spirit of. promise "w.hich is the 
earnest of 'out' inheritan'Ce untH the redemption of the 
purclhased 'Possession unto . the prai"s'e of hi's. glory." 
(Eph. 1 :13-14).' . 

That proclamation of t:he -constant union 'Of the g'loni
fied Chr'ist with 'all those who represent Him on earth 
had to be found here. For during the opening of the 
preced'ing seals, no a:llusion 'had ,lbeen made to the ·privi
'leged ·position ()f .the ·redeemed- ·still in the mi~·st of the 
greatest perils. 'No allusion' either to "their safe-'keeping 
op.·'the day of jud"-g.ment,.when th~30ur windls 'sy,mbolizing 
the storm wiH mge. 

mbe number of these .privi'tegedi ones is ''figurative. 
T,welve deacons multipHed Iby one thousand indicates a.t 

. once 'perfect 'COmpleteness and precise limitation. ProO'f 
is 'here' given 'that the IC'hoi'Ce 'Of ·the eiect is perfect -
neither :too wide nor too reduced. " , ' 

A,iter carefully examiningaIJ the other hy,pothesi:s we 
have come 'to the conclusion that ot!hed-ivid-ing up o'f ·the 
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.• . '. . '.' 144~000 is' als.o· :fi~u~ative .a~.,i f~dica~e~ :both:'tbe" ~~ity '. in~erpreta'tiori, whiCJ:1:. has' !be.e~:r~eaiedl~ .. and deci'Sively" 
-. '. and the diversity of the true "Josr-ae'l of IGod". (GaL '6':16'). refuted --; ~.par~i~ullir. compan'Y:'6f ~'tr1'Dulati6n :saints" 
.. ".~ere.is 'neIther Jew n~~' IGr~ek:' for ye :a:r:e all on~. in which ,would appear 'after 1Jhe r8!p~ure,of~the Ohui!(!h dur

Christ:. Jesus·. . . Ohri'S't i:s 'aB, 'and' . .in aB." (Gal. 3: 28 ;.' ing a ,period of -un:precedented physical irid mental agony, 

, 

:Co'!.: 3:)il1).'·.:!.'Ye·, Genti-ie&, were-.witJhO'ilt 'Christ;· 'being' . :r:eseived:to tnos-e who··ijid ilot'ipartioctpa~"'in ·the ,itLpture, 
~lie~'S: fro.m the com:monweal:tb .of Israel, and s'tr!lnger~ .. Here, 1Jhe mos't~,rhplE.l !interpr:etatibn, .aiM' the only. ·one 

.. ' 

< :. - ., ... :'. :~ •. :. 
. . -. ~ .. / ..... ' \ 

· ;from 1J1iecovenan'ts of .'Pl'om!i!s,e. ~ut noW in Christ Jesus . Jo ~be :iy. ·:fu.ll .harmop,y ·with : Holy 'Scriirpi~e and with -the 
ye who someUmel;! were far off are made nigh, by th!! evanlgeIical ·major!ty: ·of a'll centuries, • seems . to' Ibe -the ........ ',:~ .. ' 

,_ blood of.Ohrist. For He, is.ou,r peaice, ,who hath mJlde- right . one : the ''g.reat- tribulation; f·rom wlhioh thdSe 'ar-' .~. 
tiotlt.one, .and 'hath 'ibroken dgwn the middle waIf o~ par- rayed. in ~hite 'garments ';come, .. wouidl:'be 't'he spirit.!l'al ' .. ' ~ -:: .' 

· 'ti'tion ":" .' For throuigh nlim we both' have '!l~ess. fly, abE' '. confliet w:hiJ~ ''dullin!g' :bpe' ,Whole .. cour~e' of h'i's'tor~, ~has . ,... I!: . 

'" '. .. Spirit unto .the Father~'. (:Eph. 2: 12-18). ·"~P.r .. 'he; is .been ··the I~ of. J ~sus' d~sciples"!i 'C~mfldct "sY,'lIlibolized ~ ..... ~, . 
. . not 'a Jew, .vy-hich is ·o.ne ou'twaroay.Bll,t he 'is .. a Jew, '. 'the' fou·r. hOirses :and their ·r.iders. f1'No man escapes' it: .,' .:,;."., . . ... 

. . which 'is one inwa:r.dly." (Rom. 2 :28-29), ,In4eed ev!'!ry . neither 1Jhe .paiSt or fht~re :rri·arty:rs~ nor' jUlY of the re.)- .... . 
born-again JeW. win share' dn ··the privi-leges of, the Ideemed. But"the',divine ''Seal, nqt the r(J/p~ure, al-thou'gh' . 
144,000,: .but 'S9 wi1~' it ihe wi'th"all~ 'Qncircunrdsed'1>eliey- it has i·ts plaice; wiiH ibe, in 'all of The ,christi:an. economy, . 
ers.· 'That· interi!retation of the 'prOp'hecyof Rev. 7:1-8 ,:the' sole and :perfect. safegu'ard 'of tlie faithful.witnesses:. :.<:, ., 

. '". 'seems- m,ost 'logical, to us, 'arilq. in no wise cIa-s'hes ~ith' "I' pray not'that :thQu shou'ldeSit 't!l'ke. 'thein' out of the. .~. ', .. '. 
, ,apparent difficU'lties,' such· as,' the'particulaT order in ·world, but that ;thou snouldest keep t1tem' {rom'the evil." 
'. which 'fue, tri'bes are mentioned, ·1Jhe, a:b'Sence .of the. tri.be· : ,.'As 'the elide}' 'gives' ~ohn a detai'led an'swer, the descrip-

• '. of Dan, the fact that ten of the~tw.elve·Uilbes have never: tion !he~makes.of the im~que bl'i'ss of thos'e clad in white. is • 
reappea'red in separate ibod'ies 'Since' the Ba'bylonian exile . .'·so Slimilar,to' that of· t.he crowning visi9n;g ·of R,evelation 

. ·some twenty-five ceptui-ies 'ago. . that the' id'en'ti,fieatiol), at. 'the compan'Y. of· chapter seve.n 
'. ,'." Q with -the multitude ofihe redeemed'of chapters.2t.and 22 

IV. . THE FIN~L BEATITUDE OF THE' is a~y confirnned. .,... . , . . . ~. 

~." '.' , 
( :. 

.~ ~. REDEEMED (7:9-17) . As' .we· clos'e, let .u§ 'empthasi~e t:p.e cant-r-ast Ibetween the 
,The th1ird ~ene .. reveaJed by the opening of the s.i~th· ~first and, the'las:t ·coD,ta(:t. of Jph:n wfbh~the,'e·lders. "And. ;;.~ . 

seaf-Ie~dl? ·!ls. to the end of the 'Christian d!ispensB.'tion,: I ~ept much, because no. m8!n w\s'~found w()rthy 'to open 
a·s 'it .is summarized' 'in tJhe fil"s't 'six sea'Is, 'This thil'd and,to read-tlie book, neither to lOO'ktbereon ... ": there 

- \ scene .find'S 'its 'pa'rallel in )tihe more'detn:i'led de.scription 'is the 'Consequence 6f sin. '''IGOd 'Shall wi'pe'.away all tears. 
.... of 'the' heavElnl'Y' vision vV''hich ends the 'hoO'k, and wliich· from t'liei1r eyes" l 'tlhere is .. the effect-of Ig,I'~'e. .. . 

.' '.' will ;throw an explanatory li'ght on our 'cpmmentary 'of 'In !tJhei'r turn, the, people of IGod; !bear i1Jh!'! Ba'Iile test-i-
. . :' .. the present revelation: .', .mony, and' ev,ery .!l'ssembly .olf Ibe~ievers Ilriu·g.t Ibring thi-s 

. .. . .. Theplacin!g oif the protective. 'sea!! :r;emindls us of :Ui.e - message to every:.hea:rt'honestly open.ed to 't~'th. . 
· 'safe-ikeepin'g of I'srael on the fIrst Pas'Sover, as the blood. ' . ..,. ,'.,:, " '; 'f 

was 'appHed on the 'lintels. In'the same way, the ~ellvenly THE TEAC'HINi OF' TJt£ LEAVES '. 
beatitude· of ':the elect IbriIi'gl;!' ba~~ to 'dur memoria's 'the 0 i'IDpa'tie~t:ones!, "Did the 'leave~ ~y nO'tbiin'i to.,You 

.; . 

, ,. 

, . 
,. , .... ..: 

rejoiCin.:gso'f. .an everlastin-g.Feas"i of the Tllbern~cles. as they murmiir~, :When you ea-me.'hHJher to-d'8!yJ- Th!'!y 
· ITh!i:f! visio~ P,ut-s 'before our .eyes, the imrumera:b1t: com- were not created this spring, but m~tli's' algo.; : 'and the' ~ .. '. 

. . .pan! of the redeemed !br.oulglh~. to' comple'tic:>n, Whereas. sll'hmter just ibe~un wiU,fa'Sh'ion others'for another year. "-. 
that c~mpany Ilrad, heen ora1ly introduced! ·in :t!h~ pI:eceding , ,At ·the Ibottom . of. everY ,leafsiem' is a 'cradle. and, iIi it 'is 

· .scene ..... e'I hellld." V,: 4), it i's now ,grap'~;icailly deStCr~'bed an in'fant ,gem;' ·and! the',win4's ~iH·rodk ~t; and· the lbIird!s 
-("II ·~beheld". x. 9). .We thus' come Ib~ck ·t,o ~h.e ~lorlOus will sing to it ali sUlffi~er lon'g, 'and nex.'t· 'sell-son it wHl 

p. •• settl~g ·'a'nid! the 8ulblllme songs. df. pra~se ':wh1:ch a:ttended . unfold. So ;God 'is workin'g .for yo·u; and carry~ng forward. 
, the 'enthronement of J es'Us'ChrI's-t (lOb. ~). For here, the ·.to the ,pe~ect development all 'the processes of your lives. 

things 'of heaven attain 'at the very first tq 'such a 'per- . . ~. '. ., -BEECHER . 
fect!on that the 'scenes presented to us ·calJuof :but un'~old' . 
themselves' . ;before our eyes', und'er· the' 's'ame perfect 

· as·peets. '. . '" . 
, For 1fue 'sec9~d ti-me, J o'hn i-s 'add:res'sed by one of. the 
,e'lders who repres·erit the redeemed,. I~ the' enthronement 

. .. scene the eld-er, had ,r~rlinded 'the' 'seer Qf ·the ot:igin of 
the 'elevation of ·the ,Lamlb: "Behold, he' ha1Jh prevaH
ed . : .. " In the :present'vision, an el!der - ~IS it .!!he. same? 
...:...- calIs Jo'ltn's attention to tpe ori'gin of the 'Privile~es of 
the redeemed: "They :hav.e 'wash~d ithei:r, r9bes', and made 
them white:in therblood of the Lamb," The apostle shows 
a wise ihumm-ty a's 'he prov~es :the a!bove .. answer from 
'8: more au'thori,tatiye sou'ree: . "·T.hou 'knOlWes't, siiI'." 

. 'But the 'answer is twofold, as the question wa's: "What 
are' thes'e? . . .' W'hence came theY?" .....:... "Th'ey 'Carne out 

.. . . and -they ha:ve' washed . , .": At. the' same time a 
conhas't i's"'iiiade between the joy·f:uJ. 'serenity of, the re
deemed and 1jheiI:former 'COI].dition: . "They 'came (:rather: 

. they aTe' COp1ltng) .out O'f great. trilbu'l'at-ion" 'We are un
able ;to see here - 'as advocated i!;Iy 'a lIIlodlern s'Y'S'f;em of . . 
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SUMMER VisiTORS TO TORONTO • ... 
MaJce JARv:(S STREET B~~IST CH,URC:H 

(Co~er of JarVi, and Gerrard) 

your holiday ehUTeh. ~ 
. . 

SER.VICES 
Sunday 9:45 ~a.m.· Bi~le School for all ~ges 

11. a.m. Morning Servia' 
7 .p.~.. Evening SerVia' 

Thiu~day 8 p.m. Bible Lecture 
. I 

Pastor:!'PR. H. 'C, "SLADE' . 

Int~l'c~' y~ui=self"to Dr. Slade and to ih~ Editor 
of The Gospe' W,itness:. . 

A ·Warm We~me Await. Youl 
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.CHURC'H . ,UN,ION, .. '.'~AN·IA" "SUFFERS' SET~ACK" 
. -: F~r tWelv~ years di~u~ions ha<ye 'been carried on 
hetween th¢ :U.nited . Chureh ,dt aCanadia, and) tfu.e t}hur~h 

. ,of ~,n'glarid in .Gllnada.'·The· pUz-pOse of the~e 'exch'ange,s 
" . was to; effect, ol"gani'C uno'ion !between the tw.o larges~ 

:Protestant deilominabions' . .in ,the 'Dominion. Now the 
'press reports' that ·the discussions have br()lke~' down: 
.ArCh'bi~~op·,'B-arfooi, the)in:gli'can Primate df aU lCanad·a·, 

. is 'quoted ~' saying bt 'the eft:orts ,h'ave '~OW ""reached 
a. point of ineffectivenesS".;: He. further declares that I· ..... ... . ~ . • 

".!lome fresh aPProach is indica.ted". '. . 
IThese union' discuSS'ions'· have'· Ibeen watched with in

terest by many; ifor if these ,tWo larage boii'i~ should unite,' 
~llere ,is a 'teal posslibiLitY.' ~ha:t the "Presbyterian Ghurcfu 
in;Canada and the 'B~ptist ~ederll:tion might be enticed 
into the im~Ol~ing ;prQ1;e~tan~ iIr{)nt.~ 'The failure of the 
ta:liks, _however; ,will, ,make it impeJ,".ativ~ that some en-
tirely new appr08C'h 'be conceived;' ' 

. .' '. 
,\~'The Uiiion Ideal' , 

At ,Ifiz:st thou,ght th~s', idea of oc'hurch .union might: ap-' 
peatl to Ohrist~ans, for it 'soimid-s so plausible .to suggest 

, that. ttherEf,sh!luld ,be, "one ·church". The modern idea of 
, this "one chureh" :is not the 'Scriptural one. In discussions 

of,'pu'r day, the gr~t 'Consideration is not "'What saith the 
WOl"d. of. God?" Rather; tbe .anscussions inevitab'ly unite 
around'sucp .q'U,est,ioD'S as "tradition",' "the CODl'lensus of 

, . opinion" and! other equally minor considerations: . . 

· two Jarge~'t :laJboo:r uniops of Canada: and, the 'United 
~tes. Then, we hear of ()ther great industrial mergers. 
"Bigness" is the crY, and! there :is a disparagement o~ any, , 
w'sseht. Uhfortu'nately, centmizati(m and Ibu-reailcracy , , 
are popular in politics and! reli'glon. The avemge churc'h· , 
member tak~s" up 'the cry and so 'a' u1)-ion movement is ' . " .' 
propoSed" ' . -' 

We a~e i:n~lined to behleve that Dr. MdCleary is right" 
.in sU'gge~tiJ;g ·that 'tIaymen"are ea:ger for union.. Bn,: 
.fort~na-tely: this trena to'Waro unions ''is riot 'Conclusive in' . 
ju'dging .the ri'gh~ness or wron1gnes's of the movement. We 
are prepared! :for criticism wl\en w~ 'say that' the average 
Chu,rch ,goer 'is totaJoloy ignorant of 'spil"itual things; and 
hence is no ifit juror ·in this,matter. 

..... . , .~ • I 

On' the other' hand 'We see no reasQn why, tMs' union 
should not come"iIlbout for nearlyaH the major'Protes'tant' 

· bod'ies of !Canada are one in_spiritl:laI d~cay ;and ,spirit4al 1 

lpoverty. The isSue.s woulrddbe' :much clearer if they would, . . . 
unite in one.lbody :.....:. w.hi~h wi!H undoUlbtedly come to pas'S 
in the !lot too faT distant future. - " , : 

Wha,t of the Believer? 
The 'believe~ in the Lord Jesus Oh.rist rej:oi-ces ,in a· ' .". 

unity 'between those 'o'f the precious 'faith. He- refuses' ... , 
· to 'h.ave part with any' church or union movement that " 
does not rest s'quarely upon the Word of God. He despises 
modern· "ehJlI"cll. poHtics" and is ~ore concerned, 'that' ,', 
God's .work be done in God's' way. 

-, 

, i 

<ro •• .! 

T-be church that wi'll emerge from the usual 'modern 
'. foru'ms 'wi:ll .ibe a ,strange 'specta'ClEi .to "behold. Its, doc
,trinal 'statement waH be 'composed of,.the lowest common 
denominator of' th~ :pai'tners "in the union;' its government 

... wiII be a h'Opeless mi~ture of epiScopacy and the hy'brid 
found'in_the United Church, ' We do wonder what' p'lac'e 
wil,llbe' 'given to the "h,i:gh. churchman" 'or ,perhapl! the 
"Unit~ churehman will rcon'sent to'ibe called "father" 'an-d 

..... ,--

... 

will ~un around ,in 'long' !black ·gowns to hear confes'si6li. • 
, , '. The Attitude'of the "Laity'" ' , 

, . , ' ·1 ' ~ 

m'en Arohlbis:hop Barfoot 'released his 'statement, 'the 
preSs 'Con:taeted sOme United OhUTCh men 'to hear their 
comments. The Toronto Telegram quoted Dr. R. McQJeary . 
of 'Woo"dgreen United IChurch ..... .J"while there may be a 
quiesrcence among the clergy of .both, churches, the. move
ment wmong t-l}:e ,laity ... is' :gathering p1omentum. Men 
around luncheon and servicec)ulbs 'will not 'be lmped,ed 
on their ma~h,'for a united retu:rn to a spiritual ,premise. 
LaY'men everywhere are becoming more consrcioits of It 
necessity of a spiritual ~wal'eri~ss' in 'a ,day of rpaterial 
prosperity." , '. . 

IW ~disHk;e 'intensely the terms "laity" and "clergy" for 
they have' a 'certain Romish ai'r flIbout tnem. Dr. McCleaI"Y .. 
. maintains that whatever may !be the' attitude of the 
"clergy'''Mh-e "laity" (tlle man iIi . the 'pew or who should 
Ib.e 1;here) ~s ~deter.mined to pres's 'foraward' in this· undon 
cIIu's'ade. We had never 't'h6u'ght of the service club 'as 
'beii'l.'g a sui,ta'b'Ie theolog·icaI:, ~'orum, Ibut appa,.r~ntly this 
Js the "chu'rcil council" of our d'sy. '.on 8ieCond th()u'ght:· 
there is .,probabiY as Ip.uch" spiritual discussion there ~. 
tJ~ere is in tpe 'average .theologi~l"gathering. of t~e day. , 

~. The 'Union Trend 
, '\There is a definite,,'trend towaro uni,on in mapy ,8'pheres. 
Just recently we -learned of the prOposed meIier of the 

-SVNDAY IN i.~RV~S STREET 
'Sunday; 'Was a 'great day in the house O'f t~e Lo!,d. 

Dr. Slade who has recently ~etwl'~ed from Europe 
'prea'ched at both ',services. In the morning his suhject was 
"The ,Oare' af .souls". In the'eyeni'Il'g 'he spoke on "Tlie 
New ~il'th". During die day ,two 'Came forwa·rd for bap
tism and two:y'oung 'men -professed faith in Jesus ·Christ. 
The 'believers 'are loi:>'king fo.rwalI'd to .. great things and· 
long for a true revival. ' 

,'. 

," " ~ 

'- THE DOCTR:INE OF ELECTION 
By DR. ~. O. COLlE 

De.n of Toronto 'Baptist Seminary 
. . .,' \ ' 

A first claSs, 24-page bC?oklet on fhis basic 
Scriptural' truth. The best we have r,ead . 

'on the subjeCt of electi~n.. Oider on; for " 
,yourself and some for Christians· ~nd 
students. ' , 

Te~ cents ~~ch; twelve for " doH~r 
Order 'from: . 

, THE GOSPEL WITNES~, ' 
130 Gerrard Street East, ~oronto .... 

\ 



, 

I • 

", 

-.. 

\ 

12 (316) 
./ , 

THE GOSPEL WITN:ESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCf'\T.E 
, 

September 1, 1955 

( 

THE' HAPPY BE~GAR 
". By C. H. SpurgeoJl 

"But I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh poor, ~nd 'miserab'le as'we are by na~ure, we are all-"1'lpt 
upon me/'-iPsa'hn 40:17. 'enou·gh to say, "I a:6i.riCh an~:.i·nCTeased in 'goods.'" We 

cann:ot d~'g, and' to !beg we ar~ ashamed. If we did' n'Oi 
• THERE is no crime, and tfuere is no cr~di't in bein~ inherit a penny' af vir.tue f;rom. father 'Adam, we. ~er:.. 
. 'poOT.. EVEn'y>thiri'g depends upon th'e O'Ccas10n of ·the tainly' inherited! :plenty' of ·prid:e. Poor and proud '-we, all 
·poverty . .some men are poor, and; are.greatly to be pitied, are: We Will .not, if we can help it, take'our seat in the 
for 1:Jheir poverty has come upon tihe}D lWitho~ aJiy fault ,lowest· room, Ibhougth t'hat .jiS',our'.proper plaICe. Grace 
of '1Jhei·r own;' God has Ibeen pleased to iay this burden 'alone can brdD'g us to 'See ourselves in 'the. ,glass of truth. 
upon ·them, and ther~fore they may eXipect to e~perience . 'To have' nbthi!l'g is na'tu.ra:l tous~ ·!but to 'Con'~esS that 'We 
divine help, and ough't to be tenderly conS'idered by th~ir ihave nothing 'is more. than we wi'll come to until the Holy . 
brethren in IOhrist. Occa:s'ional'I>y poyerty ha's been the Spirit 'has 'WIl'ough't self-aha!Setnent in UiS. !The .emptiers 
.result o'f integrity or religion, 'and here the .pOOl' man -must come up upon U'S, for 'though- na-turaHy as empty 
is 110 be admired 'an:d 'bonou'red·. At -the ,Same time, it'will . as Hagar's bottle, yet we ho'ast ourselves to be as fun as "'
be observed by all ·who watCh with an 'impattia:l eye, that· a ·'fou·ntain. The 'Spirit of· God must take. 'from us our 
very much of the 'povertya'bout us 'is 'the 'direct result of goiodi:y Bab~loni'S'h ,gal'men't, or we sha:lI never consent 
id'leness, intemperance; improvidence, .and ~in. There to !be dressed- 'in the ·fair white, ltinen 'of the ri'ghteousness 
wou'ld proba.bly not be' one!tenth of the" 'poverty there now of s'aiints. What Pau). flung 'away' as dros:s and dung, we 
is ,upon 'the fa'Ce .of the ear1Jh. If the dirinJci-ng sthop~ ':I'ere pOor . l'8!g-col[ectors' ,prize and. hoard up 'as 'I~ng .as ever 
less frequented', l;f debauchery ''Were lesfI common, rf Idle- we can. "I am poor and needy," is 'a confession wh·ic~ 
nes's 'were 'bani'shed, and extrava'gance lIlbanidoned. Lovers only'he who is 'the 'Trutll can teach 'Us to of.fer .... .'I'f you 
of pleasure (alas! 1Jhat such, a 'Word s'hould· ,be' so d'e- a're 'saying it, -my'lbrotlher, you need not the afraId that 
gr~ded) .are great· impoverishers pf themselves., It, is you 'are under 'a deapond;ing delusIon. But, true as it is, 
clear that there is not, of neceS'S'ity, either -vice or virtue andpl'ain to every 'g.~ace-ta'U'ght 'child O'f 'God, .yet only' 
in 'beinlg poor, 'and a -man's 'poverty 'Cannot !be jud'ged of g·race wi·II. omalke a m:an confess the dbnox'ious met! rt 
'by ,its'elf, Ibut. i'ts 'causes 'and circUin·stan~e!.'l mus't be ta'ken ,'is riot in..JPublic tha't ,we can or shou'ld confes's our sou!I
into consideration. . . poverty 'as we do i~ 'th.e ch.amber When we ibow .our 'knee 

IThe poverty, 'holw~ver, to w'hi:ch ~he te~t relates is ,a secretly before IGod, bu·t many of us 'in sec~l!t have bee{l 
po.ver'tY wh!ich I. dleS'ire)o cu'l'tiva'te in my own heai't, anti . compel'led witJh many tears and, lSighs, to feel, 'as wen as 
"it. is one upon whiichoor divine Loro! ih'as' ·pronounced la to say, ".I 'am 'poor and, needy." 'We have search'ed l.h-roU'gp 
'liles'siil·g. When he 's'at Idown upon the mountain and and ifihrou:gIh, loo'ked from the 'top to the 'bott6m of our . 
'poured' for'th 'his famous sel'ies of beatitudes, he said, .hu:manity, and we 'could not f'ind a ainlg-Ie :piece of good 
"Bles'Sed are1Jhe ,poor -in EIopirit, for theirs-is 'fue kingdom money 'in the ihou'Se, '8'0 g·reatl:y J;'educed! 'Were ·'We ... We had 
of heaven." 'The. poor 'in pocket may Ibe Iblessed, or may not a s'heke'l of merit, nor a penniy of hope in ourselves, 
not he 'blessed, a's' the <!a'se may 'be; !bu't ;the poor in spirit" and! we were con:.s'bra.ined to falJ fi'at on 'our 'face before 
a're always bi'es'soo, and 'We ihave"Chril!t's 'authority for so G'od and confes's our inability to meet 'his claims, and 
saying. Theirs is a ·poverty which ·is better than weal·th; we :f.ound' no comifor't t'Hl by faith ,we 'leaTned -to present 
in fact, it 'is' a poverty whic!h indicates 'the poS'S'es'sion of our IJord' Jesus as the ·,surety for b>is 'servants. for goorl. 
the truest 'af a;1'I rliches·. ~ e eould not poay even tlle poorest co1ltposition, and 

It was' mainly in this sense ·fihat Dilv:id said, "I 'am therefore cast ourselves upon the ,fol'1beaTanee of God-. 
poor and: needy; yet 'the Lol'd thiinke'th upon me;" cer- TIre psalmi,~t is d'O'Ulbly humJb:le, for !first.lhe says he is' 
,tain!ly in any o1Jher s'en'Se there are vast nlultitude'l,! who poor,and then"adds,that he is needy, and, there is a dif
are "poor and, nee!dy", :but who neitfuer··thin'k upon God ference bf:':tween these ,two things. 
nor rejoice that IGod' '1Jhiniks upon them. Thl()!se who are \ . 
spiritually ';poor and needly", ,the sacred be~gars 'at ' He acknowloo'ges that 'he is 'poo~, and you and I, if 
mercy's gate, the e'loot mendlic.ants of 'heaven, .these are tall:ght of God, will say the same. We may we~ Ibe poor, 
the 'people ,who may say, wi'1Jh. .humlble coh=:fidi:!nee, "Yet' for we came of a poor father. Our father Adam h'ad a 
tlIe Lo'l'd :tbinketlh u.pon me.'!.. 'g·rea 1. . esta te . enoUlgth 'll t . ':first, ,but .he soon lost it. He 

. viola·ted the trust on whlich 'he held his property, and· 'he 
T,wo 'things 81re noteworfihy in :1Jh~ tex,!. ·Fdrst. here is was ea'st out of 'fue iniherimnce, ~nd' -turned adll'ift into the' 

a frank acknowledgment, "I 'a-m poor 'and: needy"; ·!but world to earn his ibread ~s it d'ay >la.bourer by. tilling the . 
. 'second,ly, here is a comfortable c.onfidence; "Ye't the Lord ground whence he was taken. Hi,s eldest .son 'Was a'vaga-

thinlke'th upon me:" :bond'; the firstborn of ~ur race ~as a 'conVlirct upon ticlcet~ 
. I. First, here is a FRANK ACKNOWLEDGMENT. of-'Ieave. If any suppose ,1Jhi't w.e 'have inherited some 

ISome men do not abject-to c~nfess that·they a'i-e poodn good thing by natul'a:1 de8'Cent, 1Jhey go very . contrary to 
world:),y good's. lIn fact, they are ,rather fond' o'f p'leading what. Dav.id tells 'Us, -when hedeclaTell', "Behold, I was 
'pov.erty when there is Ii collec'tion com'ing, or a su:bl!crip- 'shapen in ~n;i'qU'i·ty, 'and, in sin did my' ,motllerconceive 
Hon list ,in dangerous proximity. Men have even gloried 'me." Our f"irS't parents were'u~r ,bankru'pts. They left 
in .histol'Y in ·tJhe nrame df ".the 'Beg'ga·rs"; 'and: "~ilver and us nothing Ibut a heritalge of old' d~s, and a propensitY 
gold :have' I non-e," ha's ,been exalted· into a !boast. But, :to a:ccumulate yet more personal oMi'ga'tions. Well may,_ 
spiri'tual'ly, it lis' li'ttle IeS's mhan a 'inimcl'e 'to ,bring men 'we !be poo.r 'Who come i~to '~h"is, world "heirs Of wrath", 
to 'feel,and then to confess·.{heir 'poverty, for naked, and wi-tJh a decayed esiateand' tainted: blo~. 
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Moreover, since the time when we cam.e into the 'wotid, 
we have followed a very mi8'erable trade. 'I reooHect when 
I 'Was a spinner and weaver lYI. the poorest sort, I dreamed 
that I should: !be arble !by my own :spinning to 'make a 'g~r
ment to cover myse)! ,withal. This was 'the trade of father 
Adam and mother Eve when they fill'st lost 'tiheir in
nocence; :they 'Sewed. m,g-leavestogether, arid'made them
selves apron'S. lit i's a very 18Jbor-ious ibusines:s, and. has 
worn out 'the lives ~f maDlY with bitter bondage, 'bUt its 
'worst feature is :that the Lord has declared concerning 
alI who rfolIowed this sel'f-righteous craft, "tlhe'ir webs 
~ha:ll ndt. ,become gar.ments, neither sha,Il tJhey cover them
selves with their works." Even those who have best 
attired ,themselves"and have far 8lWihile gloried .in their 
fair apparel have had to. feel the 'trutlh of the Lord's· 
wordS 'by l'Saiarh, "I will take away 'the changeable ·suits 
<Yf appar~l, a~'d the ,mantles, an'd the wimples, and the 
fine 'linen, and ,t:he hood'S, and 1Jhe va!ils,' 'and inS'tead of 
a'girdle there shahllbe a 'rent ;-and instea:dGf a stomacher 
a ·girding of J8'aolrelotJh,~, Va~n is it 'to spen'l! our, lalbour 
on ·that which iprOfiteth. not, yet to ,t'his ibus'i~e's'S.are we 
early put appren'tice, .and' we worik art ii wi't!h migh'ty 
palins. . . 

We are mi'serwblypoor, rfor .we . have become banir:rupt 
even in our wretched trade. SIome of us !had .once 'a com
fortalble comPetence laid· by in the ibanik of SeU Ri'ght
eQ.usneS'S, and we me-ant to draw it 'out When Wf' came'to 
d;ie, and thou'gIh't we s'hould even have a little spending 
money Ifor 'our old a'ge out of the interes't which was paid 
us in the coin of self-eonceit; but the ban'k 'broke long 
a.~, and now we have nat 'So muCh as' a farthing of our -
own merits 'left. u's, no, nor a 'chance of ever having any; 
and what is 'worse, we are deep 'in debt, and we have 
nolihlinog to ipa'Y. Instead of !havin'g any.thing Uke a Ibal~ 
ance on· our own ·8.C'COunt; behold, we are insolvent debt
ors to the justice of' God, without a' sinlg.le fart'hing of 
a!lse'ts, and· unl'e!Ss we are freely forgiven we must be 
cast into prison, and' lie there f.or ever. Job described us 
well when Ihe said, "for want ,and famine they are soli
'tary, fleeing 'into the wilderness, 'in former :time .desolate 
and waste. They 'have no covering in the 'COld, 'and em
!b~e 'the ·rook for want (1(a Shel'ter!' See, then, what 
poveJ;ty-stridken creatures· we are - of a pO()r s'toc'k, fol
lowing a 'Starving trade, and.made bankrupts . even !in tJhat. 

iWhat ·is worse still, poor human nature hQ,8 no pOwer 
Zeft to retrieve itseZf. As long as a ·man has a stout pair. 

I of ums !he' i~' ·not Without ~ hope of niShl'g from the dung
·hm._ We once thoU'g.hit ofuat we ·were equal any&ing; 'but· 
now Paul'B deseritpi;ion suits 'U'S weIl-"without s'tren'g.th". 
Our Lord's wordrs, too, are deeply. true, ·"W.ithout me 'Ie 
cando nothing." Unruble 'so mU'ch as to th'ink a good. 

mercy from God i I have !been COn!sif;rained to continue 
Ihegging every day of the 's'ame !kind ·BenefaiCtor. ·and I 
!hope to die lbegging, M·any of ·the saints have ·grown 
.r!icil upon 1lhIis 'holy mendicancy; ,they have indeed ~pOken 
of !beiIi!g dai'ly loalded with Ibenefits. Tlhe nOiblest Of the . 
peers of .b,eaven werE) here Ib~aw daily pensioners uPon 
IGod's love; they were .fed, and' clothed, and. 'housed by. 
the CbaTi'tiy of !t;h'e Lord, and they delh~lhted! io Ihave it SQ. 
IHow clear lis ~·t from all this tlhat none of us can 'have 
anythin'g whereof tQ 'g]:ory! boasting i'~ excludedl, for :let 
the Ibeg.gar 'get 'What he may he is but a: b~gga:r stiH; a'f\d 
'tihe dh!iid c:if. 'God, notwithstanding the borunty.·of hi·s heav
enly Fatlher' is 'Sti'll in !hi,ms~lf' alone a 'penniless v8lgrant. 
~e psalmist alrso ·s·aid, "I 'am needy." There are' poor 

people who ar~ not n~y .. Ddogene& ,was very poor, but 
he was not needy;. 'he' hadr mad'e up 'Ms mind that he 
would' not ·need anything, so he l'ived ,in a tub ;lh:e :had· 
Ibut:one ·ditinking vesSel, and wlhen he S8JW a boy dTiniking 
out· tIT his 'hand h'e brake 'th8Jt, for he said ·he 'Wou,ld not 
pos'seSl", anyt'hing su·perif.luous: He was poor enoU'gh, but . 
he was not needy; for wihen Alexand'er !Said, "What can 
'I do for you?l!. he 'answered, "Stand' out of my sunshine." 
So' it '-is dear a man may ;be very ·poor, and yet 'he may 
not Ibe iburdened, wi·1Jh, need; but Dav·id 'Was conscious of 
ertreme need, 'and ·in :tMs many of us can j'oin him. . ' J 

. ,Brethren, we (!Onf~s· that we need! ten 'thousand things, 
in fact, we need everything. By nature the sinner needs 
healing, for !he 'is sick unto death; he needs ,was'hing, fo.r 
'he is Ifoul wit!h sin; Ihe needs ~lothin'g, for he is naked, 
ibefore- God; :he needs preserving 'after he i'Ssaved, he 
.needs ·the .bread of :heaven, 'he 1)eeds the wate:r out of the 
,rock; Ihe :i's alI need'S, 'andi no'flning Ibut needs. Not one 
thinlg that his soul ;wants can he o'f !h:imself su'pply. He 
needs ,to Ibe kept f{"om even·t'1).e commonest's-ins. He needS' 
to 'beinstru:cted what he the fil"st elements of the f'aUh; 
·he needs t<;> 'Ibe taught ·to wa)Nc 'in the wa-ys of God's plain
est commandments. Our need,s are so ;great that they' 
rcompnise ·tlhe wlhole ·ran·ge of 'COvenan't supp'l'ies, and a'l1 
tlhe fulness treasured' up in Oh-rirst Jesus. 

'We are needy in every condition. We are' soldiers, and 
. we need that ·grace 's'hould 'find us Iboth shield and sword. 
'We are piJg,rims, and we need f;ha~ love' should ,give us 
~ a. staff anId a ,gfUid.e. We are ''Sailing ''(1JIer the sea of 
life; and we need :that the wlioo ()f 1!he 'Spirit's'haU fm our 
sails, and· iflhat Ohri'st aohraoH be our pilot. ·".rnIere .is ·no 
fi'gOre under 'Wh~ch. the Christian life ~an be represented 
in whicl1 our ·need is not a very conspicuous Jf8,rt of th~ 
image. In alI aspoots we are poor land! needry. 

We are needy in every ereercise,' If ,we 'are 'cal'led to· 
prea'Ch, we 'have to cry, '.'Lord, oPen :t!hou my'}.i.ps." 'If 'We 
pray, we· are needy at,the mercy-s~at,"for we know not 
~hat we 'should' ;pray Jor . a'S we ou-goht, 'I'f we .go· out into 
'tIhe world: to wrestle' wi1Jh tem'p'tation, !We need super
'pat1H'~1 help, lest we fall before the enemy. If we are __ 
ailone dn -.med,ttation). we need ,the Holy Spir.it to qui~ken 

. ?ur. d'evo~on: W,e a~e n~edy. in suiff~~~:g and labouTing" 
m watC'hmg and m fllghtmg. :Every spIrItual en.gagement 

. :thou'ght, . or to lift OUT ·hearts !heavenward of ourselves 
~1lhi8 is poverty ind,eed·! We ~re wrecked, and the whO'le 
vessel ba ·gone to pieces. We have aestroyed ounelves.· 
A'h! my fellow man, may God ma'ke you feel this! Many 
~ow nothing about ~t, and wo~ld lQe very ·angry if we 
were to say that thi·s is their condition; and, yet this ,is 
the cond~tion af. ev.eryman born' into tl1e world· untU the 
'Spirit O'f God ibrings him into commu·Jl!ion with ,Christ, 
and endows him with the Ti'dll"es of the '!Covenant of grace. 
"I am .!pOor," i·t is' ~y .con·fess·ion: is' it yours?' Is ita 
con'fession extorted :f.rom you'lby a clear perception 'tllat 
it !is .really so? I-'will .recomm~nd you, if 'it Ibe so, . to 
take 'to a trade. which is the Ibest trade in the 'World to 
:live by, not ·for the Ibody ib'ut for the' Soul, 'and 'tihat is the· 
profession of a ,beg.gar, cer:tai~'~y a sui,talble one for you 
'and ·me. I too'k4to it kmg ago, and, ·began to :~eg .for 

. does !bijt d'h!cover ano'ther phase of our need . 
. And, Ibrethren, we are 'needy at au times. We never· , 

.wake up in the ~orning 'bue 'We want· streIl'gth for 'the 

o 

" -'-------- - -_ .. _-

. da-y, arid we never go .to 'bed at ni'glht' wrtlh·ou't. neec:J.in'g 
grace to COVeT the ·sins of 1Jhe past. 'We are needy at all 
periods of 'lif'e: wlhen We begin with. Ch'n-st 'in our young 
da-y.s~ we need to Ibe kept fropl ~he fo~li~s· and_ passions 
which are so "strong in giddy you'th; in middle life our 
needs are greater stilI, lest :the cares. of this worldshouId 
eat a-s doth 'a can;ker ; :and- in o'l'!l. age we. are n~'ed'Y' stHl,and 
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need· p~rsever!inggrace to bear us onward tQ the end. So' you! How precioU's ou,g!ht his' 'i'houghf:s .tQ b~ to YQu!: 
.need~ a·re ·we tih'at ev~J? in ·lying . !doWn to d~e ,we ne:ed ou,r :. The SUD'). ~. 'tihem. i-s 'great,' 1~ )'OUr. grati tUlde for, :61l:~m 
'last !bedl to 'be made for uS-by ·mercy, . and, our last hour. 'be great too. . , . ' ',' .' ", 
to !be.dheer~1by ·grace. S9 needy are ,we that if'JeB1;l's had' Forget not that.the ,gr~-t 'SO.n 6f God, to whOni yo~'oweJ 
not prepared·a 'mansion,for 'Us 'in;eterni1iy·.we should Iha,ve y~U'r hope; also tlhhi'ks of you. It was ;for y:ou ,that"h'e 
no 'Place to dwell ,'in. We :are as fun .of wants' a's the ·sea 'entered, dnto suretys'hip' engagements' or eyer the' earth " 
i's.JuU of, ~a'ter. We cann!>t,stay at 'hom~ and, aa:y, "I have was.-U.waS for you () heir o{heaven that he'.took uPQn . 

. much ,good's laid u.p for m~ny years," 'for the wolf i~ a't' himself a mortal body and' waS iborn' ai the :y:j.:('Igin. It . 
. 1!he door, ~nd.,,!e must 'go out a Ibegging ~~ain: Our clam- wa~ for you,.that he -H~ed t)ho$-~ thirty yea.!'s of- immacu
,0r~)Us .nec~l1»es f~llow us every momeDit an~ .. d~~ .. ou·r ' late p~,r"jty, that 'he ·mi'~ht we.ave for.yoq a' rdbe of right
h~1S' m every place. We ,mu'st· ta~e :the: two. -a:dJectives eousness. For' you the bloody sweat·.'in the 'gam en ; ,he 

• ·an·d keep them c,!ose ,19'ge'ther 'in oor con~es8'ion - "J am t'hoo'ght of you, 'he prayed for y~ in IGethsemane. For 
poor and needy. you were the fi'ageHatiOJis in PdJate's 'han, and ·tl!.e mock-

IJI. _ , ~ries Ib~ore Herod, and the Ibl-asphem9us acCU'satiQns at' 
·l'he second. ,part of the subject is much more' che~ring. 'the judlgmen't-seat of Ca,iaphas. For you t'he nails, the' 

It is A COMFORTABI;E CONFIDENCE-"'Yet 1Jhe LOM thin'keth' Spear, the vinega-r, and' the "Eloi; Eloi, lama sabachthani" .. 
upon me." -" ' - , " ."., JesuS' :t'hoo'ght of you, and died ·;fdr -you with. as direct an 

A poor man 'is a:lways tpl~aS'ed t~ rememlb~ th~t he h~s aim' 1Gr . your salvation as ~ou,g.h ,tihere .hald ncrt .been -
a rich 'relation, especlaII~ if 'tili.at ·rich ,relative is very' another soul. to be redeem,ed" by his !blood·. And now, 

, :thoughtJrul ,towards.hdm, and find'S (JUt hi'S distress, ·and ' thou'gh:'he rei'gns exal'tedhigh,"apd you are "poor' and"· 
eheerfuUy,a-nd. albundaJitl¥ relieves Ms wants.' , " . needy"; yet. he ·bhinlks: uPon .you', still. ,The' glory' of his 
. 'Observe, that tiJ.-e C,hri'Btian' does. not' fdnd:comifort in preseI):t condition does not distract hijs thougfhts from' his -
h' If '~I . d' ed ,i Th beloved. He i'S" lovingly "thoug1l'tfu'l ()f yoo. When he 

'In,tse • am poor an ! p.e.~. 'at 'is .-the top a,nld. stands up' to in'terceae, your nrume glitters on hi.s p'riestly 
bot'tom of my 'Ca·s-e. I have 'Seill'ched myself, t'hrou1gh ,and ' 
t'hl-ough, and hav.e found in my'fles'h no good th'ing. Not- brea's1lplate With't1fe rest of :tIhe chosen. 'He thinks of 
wi'~'stand1ng :the 'grace, which :the believer pOS'Sesses, and you when 'he prepares man'sions for those 'Wfhom. his 
the·lJ:ta.pe which he cherishes, 'he stiU sees a, sentence of Fat'ber 'has !bles'Sed,. He 'loolks ,£:orwa.rd to· the -time when '. 
deatlh w.ri'tten '\Won 'tll-e creature, and 'he. <;r!ies; ~'I am poor he' shall ~ga'tller together in one-'all -thing:s in heaven and' 
and need'Y." His toy is;found' in anoth~r. He 'looks' away in earth that'are dn 'him, and. he counts you anion1g them, 
from s~lf; to the conSO'Jtat~ons ·Which the etepIal purpase Ohristian, wi.J'l not this'C'omfort you~ that'the 'Son'OO God 
ha'8' prepared .. for him. . ' . is co~,gtan'tly 't'liJjn~ing upo~ ypu ~ -. . _ . ,'.- '. 

Not~'-wen who it is that'gi1Jes the comiort .. , ,"The·Lf),rd We ~u8t'not,fol'lget the'i'ove of the. Spirit, to,lwh~m / 
fihinlketh upon me.'~! 'By t'he term "~e' Lord;'" '"fie are we are' so wondroosily indebted,~'he 'Cannot do atherwi!se 
8iCCU.stomed to understandl 1Jhe glorious T'riD'it;y~ "The t'han think upon uS', for he dw~IletJh in us,~nd shall -'Pe 
Lord. t~inketh upOn me," i,e., Jehovah, the F'ather, . the' wi'th us:· If he dweH'S in us he caimot.be unmindful o'f us .. 
Son, and 't'he ~oly :Sipi.r'it. 0 beloved Ibeldever.· in Christ, 'if It ds 'nis oUice to ibe :the Com'forte'r, ~ ,heJ.p our inf~rmi
''f;hou hast res'ted in. .Jesus, 1!hen the'·Father th'inks upon ties, to make iI).tercession for us accordinig .to the wiU of 
tlhee. T~y ~n wa~ in his thoughts- ; ,God,.' So I'e't U'S ta'ke the, three thou!g'hts, -andl !bin~ theD').. 

-' - :to~etiher;' " am .poor and· needy, IbUt I have a pan in 
\ ""Long ere the sun's- eflilul,gent ray,' the rt'hoiughts of the Father" (if the .'Son, and~ of 'the noly 

" . , Prjmeval slhades of darlm~ dl"Ove.'~· Ghost.". What ';fuller cause for.,C'oplfc:>rtcou'ld we conceive? 

He regU"d~ thee .with thou;g:hts' of lb~und'leS's 'lov'e :ibefore . We have answered 'the quest jon· "who?" let -'us' ilow·· " 
!he had' faShionedl .the world·, 'Or 'W1'8!pped' i,t lip in 'swaddiling' turn to "whitt?" . ·~'1'he tord tlJ,iiliketh upon -me'." : 'He -does· 
bands of'ocean and"of cloud. Eternai"thou1ghts'of love" not 'say"i'The·,LOrd·wiII up'hold:"me, provide for'me, de
weh't forth ~of 0'11d. towards"aU the chos~n; "and these . 'have' fend m-e.'! The'decloa,ration -that ·:he i!t'hinlketh 'upon me" i'S 
never chaIllgeci. 'Not for a si,ritgle instant'has':t'he Father quite enou:gh. "Yoor 'heavenly ·Father'knoweth,'that ye . 
. ever·'Ceas~ to 'love h'i~ people .. As ou·r LOrd 's'ai'd, '~e have ne~ of these 'tih!iIllg8," Says our .I.;ol'ld, as j'f'it was 
Fat'her hin$e1f lovetih you." Never has he grown coM 'in quite clear that for our heaveJily Father .tQ !know 1's to 
Ihijs' 'affections toward'S tlbee, -0 poor: and needy' one. He act. We poOr 'l!'hort~sighted' attd', short-al'lmed ereatures . 

, has seen- ,t'h~e in ~is'Son. Heha's loved' thee in the Be- often know the needs of o'thers, and w:ouJd! help if w~ . 
loved·. He has seen 'thee - . ' '. cou1di !but we are quite unable; it'i's neVer ''So wit'h 'God, 

"Not as thou 'stooo'st in Adam''S faU, 
When s'in 'and ruin C'overed all'; 
But as thou'It 'St,a·nd ano1lher day, 

.. ,Bri'ghtl;er 'ehan sun'~merid>i~ ray." 

He saw ·thee in 1Jhe- IgIla:~ of ·,M'S. e~ernaJ pur·pose, saw'thee 
as united to Ms dear. Son, an·d !therefore looked upon thee 
with eyes of complacency. He :thought :upon thee, and. 
he 1ihiniks upon thee still. W!1i.en the Father -tMnlks of 'hi's 
clii'ldtren', 'h~ thinks- of thee .. When the IGreat ;fudge Of all 
~thi'nk8 of th-e, justified! on'es, he .:thin'ks CJf t'hee. 0 ·Chr.is
Uan,· can you 'gl'asp ·t'he 'thoo'gih.t? 'rrhe ,E'tel,J.al: Father 
~ldD'ks 00 'You! roo are so incon\9ider~'ble,' that if the mind. 
of ,God were .not infinite 1,t were not· 'Possible tha't he 
should'remember yOur existence! A~d ~e't ~e tliinks upOn 

hi'S thpughts always iipen into deed·s. Perh'aps;' () tried' , 
Ibeliever,' you' have: Ibeen tihinlki;ng a grea't dea:l a'bou t . you r~" . 
'self-of late, al!d- ~bou·t your ,many trials. :so th-at you m'e .. 
awaike of' nights, mournin'g ove~. Y.OU'r heavy cares. . ,. 
"Alas'.!" you think, "I have no one,to 8..dvise me and sym
path'izewith-me."· Let thi's 'text come to you as· awhi'sper,' 
and do you .paraphTaS'e 'in" i-t into' a . soliloquy, "I am poor' 
~nid needy; 'this i:s true, :and! I 'Cannot plan- ~ method for 
'sup'pl~jD'g' my .needs, !but 'a"mi'gfhtier mind, than. mine is 
'cogita'ting for me; bhe infinite Jehovah 1Jh·iritketh upon me; 
he sees my·ci-reu'mSltances~ he'bowS the ,bitternes'sdf my 

. 'heart. he; 'knows me ·al'together; and:' his 'Consi'de'l"ation of 
me'is'wi:s'e, tender, aI).d- gJ.aciouis: ,ms thou1g'hts are ,Wis
doni itself.· When I tihlink i't 'is a WOJ,', little,' weak, empty 
head- -t'htat is thinking, Ibilt :wh~n God :fih:iIdis, the 'gigantic 
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mind which framed the universe, 'is 'thinking '~!p'on me." we, sit qu!i'etly 'at 'the ,feet of Jes'us in' ,the 'POwer of,the . 
Have y~u attain~d to '~e idea., of w'llat, the thou'g'hts: df "Spirit Of 'Gdd, in solemn 's'ilenc~:of'the irii"ind, th~n,we know: 
IGod ,mus't be? 'Tliat pur~ iSpirit who cannot 1Jla'ke mi's- I that-the Lord; thinks upon U's, for thoU'g!hts' come 'bulbblfng , 
takes, Who is too w.ise'to err, tpo.':good to be unkind', up one after ano'ther, d~li,ghtful 't)houlghts,S'Il:c'h as only' 

, thinlketh upon us; !he !does no't act without deliberation, the Holy 'Spirit cOIHd inS!pi.re. Then the things of Christ 
, 'd'Ms'not comE! to'our he'lp in inconsidera'te haste, 'does not 'are sweetly ta'ken !by'tpe ISpirit, and, la!id !l].ome to 01!l" 

do ,as we do with a 'poor man when'we 1Jhrow 'him ,a penny' hearts. We Ibecome Calm'and' still, 'tRoU'gh Ibefor~ we were 
to be rid Of 'hi'm, "lbut 'he t'hou'ghtfuUy',dea].s with us:" . distracted,. 'A sweet Savour f'iUs our heart, 'lib ointment 
"B-IeS'Sed:is he that consideret'h the ,p'oor," i;laith 'the pS'alm- 'poured forth, it doii1fuses 'its foralgrance through' everY· 

, ist - those who take .up 1fu.e ease d! the poor, weigh it, 'secret corner of our spirit.' ·Someti-mes our. ·soul has. 
and remember .it, artf!bl~ssed. , This i~ wha.t the Lord does ,seemed 'as thou'gh it were a peal of beUs, and ,every ~wer 
'~or 'U'S: "Yet the Lord. thin!k:eth upon me," 'considers my and',passion ha's'lbeen set 'a ringing' with ho'ly' joy,lbecause , 
case, judges. wheI)', and how, and 'after what :s'ort, it ·wHl the Lord' was t'her'e. Our whole nature ha!s heen as a' 
Ibe 'most fittin'g to ·g.rant me reHef. "'Tohe Lord Ithill'keth, harp wen-tuned, and the Spirit has laid !hi'S f~ngers amOii·g 
upon -me." Beloved;, tlhe shadow of this' though't seems 'the strings, and' rfmedl our entire, manhood with' music. 
t9 me like the wells'o'f EHm, fun (if, refre~n.ment, wJth tbe When we have been the 'su'bj'ects '(if these marvellous in.: 
'seventy 'Palm trees yielding their ripe fruit. You may sit fluences and 'gra:cious" operations, if anyone had saffd to 
down here and d;r!i.noJc to your :fuU~ and then go on your way u's that the Lord d~d not think upon us, we shou'ld Ihave 
rejoicin'g. Howevef ,poor and need-y, you may 'be, the LoM told them tlJat they .]ied, even to their face, for the Lord ' 
t~inketh at the 'Present moment upOn you. . ~' had not only"thought ¢·us, but spO'ken to us, and enabled 

IW e have spoken upon who and what and' now we wiIl ' -us ~y ~is,. grace to receiv.~, h~s thouglhts, and· ito 'spea,k 
answer the enquiry,;- How dtJwe '~w·that the Lor.d 'agam to fum. " . ' " " 
thi'nketh upon us? "Oh!" say the, ungodly, "how do' you Tihe Lorp. not thmk of. us! Wboy; we have p~Of up0!l 
know?" They 'are very apt to ,pu't pOsing q'\lestions to us.' !proof. He has "ery remal'1k~!bI'Y th'ou'gbt upon us m ~rovl
We taLk'of what we 'know experimcmtaIi'Y,'and'again they dence. Should. s~e of us r~ate the memorai~le mter". 
cry, 'iH~ do you IknOW?" I wiN tell you how we know ·te~~nces, of provI'denc~ on ~ur behalf the~ ~ou'ld no~.be 
that 'God thinlks wpon u's. We knew it, f~rSt of all, 'when IbelIeved i but ~ey are ~acts ,!or a'll th~t. WIlh~ I!;untl'!-'g
we had. 'a view of t'h~, Redeemer !by faith, Vl'pen we saw'the ,don ~rot.e ~ b~ok called" T~e Banik of .Fal'th, W'hl~ 

. Lord JeS'lls Chri:st ',han1ging u,pon'a tree fo.r 'U'S, and madecontams II'!- 'It'a igrea,.tmanY,very,st;range th~n'g-s, n?, dou~t" 
, a. c~rse for us. We saw,:that 'he so exactl! sU'ited 'and . ~ut I bel~e:e h?nd~eds! a,nd ,tho~sa~~'s o~ .. -0.00' s trIed 
f~tted. our c~-se 'that. we ~er~ 'Clear the Lord ,mU'st have people c~uId wrIte, Ba.nks of F~lth ~~, If.l't c:'1'me to 
'thought and, we}} consiQ'ered"it. 'If a:,iman were to .gend that, 'f~r G~d ha'S·dfte~ appeared ~or hIS samts l!l such, 
you ,tomorrow a'sum of money exactly the amount you a W~y ,that If:t~e mercy ~ent had 'Deen stam!ped WIth, the 
owe, you' would !be sure .thats~e one had ibeen thinking seal of God, v!i:s'1!ble to. theIr eyes, :they .c,oQld not h~ve'ibeen 
upon 'You. ,And-wlhen we 'see -the ~viour, we are com- more 's'Uor~ of l~S CO~Dlg from hIm t'h'an they, ,~ere. -when 
peHed.· 'to cry out, ".0 my Lord., uhou hast Igiven ,me the ~hey receIved It. ~ea, ans~ered pray~rs, apph~ pro~
very 'Saviour I wanted; thlis is ,Ij;he h'ope which my de-' l:Ses, sweet 'communmgs, .and Ibless~d' dehyera~ces lD provl
spairing'sou} ·required, and this the, ;anch'orage w.hich my ~~~~e, ·alI ~Q to ma~e us ·fe.el s'afe m s.ay~.~g, yet the,Lo~, 
tempest-tos'sed.!bal'ik was seeking after." The'Lom must thmketh. upo~ me., '-, ". ' 

, have rtJhol.1Jght UPOI!: us, or he would not have provided so .' At thIS !pomt we wdl,clos'e our mediitatIon, When we 
suitalble a salva'tion for u's. . ' hav~ remarlke4' ~hat ~os~ who are not poor and needr, 

, , . ' , may well envy il'D theIr heal'ts those w'ho are. You who 
We 'learn"anew :tha't the Lord! th'inoJcs upOn us when we haye 'aiboundin'g .riches, who: feel yourselves' to !be wealthy 

go Uip ~ tlie' 'house,·of':God. Iha;Je.:heard many of you ,in good;ness, you who feel as if 'You could 'affor<l ~ look 
s'ay, "We 'listen to the preacher, and !he seems'to know down upon most peop'le in :the world, you~'who a·re so re

, what we have,lbeen' saying oi! the road; the Word' comes :. spectmble, and decorous, so deservi~'g, I beseech_you, note 
, so home 'to our case thatsul'ely IGod has be,en !hearing our weIl that the teXt does "no·t' 'say 'a word about Y,9U'. 'You 

very thou·gh'ts and !putting into th'e ,mind of the' preaicher are not 'poor, and .. you are.,DDt need'Y, and you do not th'in'k 
a word :in season .!for, us." Does not this show how the' u!pon'f)he Lord, and! the Lord does not ,think 1).pon you. 
preacher'a M'a~te! has Ibeen uhlinking upon you? Then Why should he? "The whale haye no need of a physician." 
sit down and open the Bilble, and you'wHI.frequently feel 'Christ d,id not come to 'CaU you. He 'sa!id!he cam'e to caB. 
the words to !be as much a!dapted to' yOUI' case as if the no't the riighteous, but sinnel"S' to repentance. 'Shall 1 
~ra had'.written them for you ·a!lone. 'I,f iIJ.ia1;ead! of the. tell you tha~ it ,is 'Your':w~rst ~Iamity that YOU have such'· 
'Bli'ble hav,mg been lpenned many hundreds' .o~ years ago, an elevated'ldea of your own goodiles~'? Whereas YO'Q say, 
'it ,were 'a'ctuaMy' written -piecemea:l to' suit the clrcum-' "we see", you are !blindest Of·aH; and'_whereas you boast 
stances af the :UOrd's people 'as they occur, it could not that you are ri,ghteous, 'th~re 'is.in that :self-ri'g'h'teousness 
&ve Ibeen 'Written more to the poin't. ,Our eyes have; of yours 1Jhe very worst .form of sin, for'there is' no :sin ' 
fi1led with ,tears when we !have 'rea:d sUich words as these, that can be greater th'an that of setting up" youI' own 
"-I 'will never 'leave th.ee, nor ·forsaike ,thee," "Ji:'earonot, wOl'lks !in competition witih the righteou'sness Of Christ. 
thou worm Jacdb, and ye' men of I'lll'ael, I 'will !he'l!p thee, I bear you ·wi'tnes·s'that' yo~ have a zeal for God, Ibut nab 

, 'sait'll 'the 'Lord,'" "In 'six troulbl~ I wiU 'lbe with' thee; lin a~ording to Ikn:owled!g~, .for you, beinlg ;ilgnorant of the 
seven ;there ShaH no evil touch thee,", "II will never leave ri!ghteousness of Christ, ,go a!bout to estalblish- 'Your own 

. thee nor forsaJke -thee." "T,ru:st 'intJhe -Irol'ld and, do good; ,ri'ghteousness, and your eMorts wi'll end. in ter.r:iible dis
so shalt thou d.wen in the land, and veri!ly 1fu.ous'halt lbealPPointment. '1 -p:r,:ay you cast away aU re'liarice upon your, 
;fed,," and 'such Uke, which we could' quo'te Iby 'hundred·s. own 'wol"ks. 'Tear up, once for aB, all 'that you Ihave Ibeen 
We 'feel tl).·a.t, the'Lord must 'have thought about us, 'or 'Spjnning for theS"e many years .. Y~ur tears, your ·pray
·lie woU'ld not h,ave 'sent u's ·sucl1 promises. Best Of aU, When ers, 'Y0u.r :chureh;g'oings, your cha·pel..Jgdin'gs', your con-
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finnation, your baptism; your 'S'acraments--:'have' done 
wi,th the who'le Totten mass as a ground- of conf'idence. 
lit is all quicksand ,which' will swallow you up if you res't 
upon it. The only rOC'k upon which you must buj'ld, Who
ever you may be, ,is ,tihe roCk of 'the finished work of Jesus·. 
Come now, and' rest upon 'God's appdinted iSaviour, the 
Son of :God; even thou'gh you ,~ay not ·have felt 'as you 
could desire your own poverty 'and need.· If you moil·rn 
that you do not mourn as' yoou should" you are :one of the 
poor 'and needy, and are :bidden to t'iun your eyes to the 
Lamb df God and live. . 
, 'I would' to' God that evel"YQIle of us we·re poor and, needy 

in ourselves and -were rich in faith in Christ Jesus! 0 
that we 'had,done both wi'tJhsin and with self-righteous
ness, that .we h'ad laid !both ,th~e tra-itors with ·their heads 
on the :l}look for e~ecution! Come, ye penniles's si.nner·s, 
come 'and receive the ,bounty of heaven. Come, .ye whO" 
mourn your want of penitenc~, caple and receive repent
ance, and every, other heavenly gift, from him who is the 
Sinner's F.riEmd, exalted on hi,gh 'to give repentance and 
r!m1i'ssion of . .sins. But you ,must come empty handed, and 
sue a's the lawyers say, in forma pauperis, for in no o'ther 
fomiwill the Lord 'glive ear to you. "He .hath put down 
the mighty 'from their seats, and exalted them of low 
deg,ree; he hath ifHled the hungry with good th'ings, 'and 
the .rich he hat'h"sent empty away." 

" 'Tis ;perfect poverty a;lone 
!That ·sets the soul at Ja'l\ge; 

IWhile.we 'Can caB one mite our own, 
. , We have no 'fulll 'discharge." 

, 
"Bu't let our debts be whatthey may,' 

How~ver 'greato.r 'Small. 
As soon 'a'S we have noug!hlt to 'Pay, 

Our Lord forg1ives tis. aIL" 

----'-

... , 
the ,truIIIh, iWfh'en i,t is m't ~lated into dne and humbly 
1mpar!ted Ito o.'tihers, ,wi!l~ ibrinlg' no MessoinJg. Faith must . !be 
d'emonStrated by deedS, 'Or it i:s 'dead ('M·a.'bt. 17:20; 1 Cor. 
12:9; Jas. 2:17-26). 'rnlose who ,truly beliew iin Oh.l'!is't will 
show! mercy a.nd compas'S!ion, for l'Ove is. 'One of ibhe signs of 
the new Ibir.tfu '(1 JoIhIl/ 3:14). FormaJl ~ is of no. avada, 
if it !be pracltiJsied simp!y to ~alt seil!f, . or to seICUre a name 
for ·being geIl'erous, 'Or Ito gali,n 'power over' '8iIl'Other (John 
12:4'-6; i2 Cor. 9:6-15). One can m:aike 1bi'lIlSiM OUJt.to ~ a 

. martyr in o.rder lOO"galino popu~aiiitty, to gi'Ve O'tihers the im
pre'S'8i'Oni ltJh.at he ~s eSipecioaJl~y holy OIl' devo:ted. ''llhere are 
tfuose wh'O are proud of otheir so-cal'led 'humiity (Col. 2:18, 
23). flllius, l'Ove muitt· be ,tfue mo.tive and di!1"OOliilllg f'Orce when . 
we enJg8!ge in an'Y 'Of 'tiheS'e ministries !for 1ihe Lord. 
. ISInce God is ;love, and Since !He is othe soUrce Off ['Ove (1 
J:om 4:16), iove oitself d~Spilays ltJh.e very attri!bu'tes Of Gocl; 
l'OllIg-'SufIfering IBnd !pa11i.en~e (/EJrod. 34:6; 2 Cor •. 6:~6; 2 Pet. 
3:9), II'oviinlg-k'imloneS'!! and' mea'iCy' (Psa. 25:6). The 'One r 
thI'OUglh Wh~ the ,love Of God fiOWB 'Wl1l J1,'Ot .'be envioua 
(1 ICor. 3:3; 1 ~ 2:1), d.i8OOUriteoUS ('E,Ph. 4:31, 32; 1 Pet. 
3:8), selfish (Rom. 15:1-3; ~ Cor. 10:24);" touchy or unjust. 
Envy ;is' ilihe iewr 'Of anotfu.er's superio.rity: lit [s 'Ilhe d'eaire .to 
reach equa:I'iJty wi'th an'Oither !by pul'l'inlg !Mm down. Love m 

.never discO'Ur.teoms, !fqIr a kinlliy considera.ti'On for t'he rights 
of othel"'S wII[Jkeep 'One tfroim rude or unseemly conduct. Truily, 
one· cannot pasSelS's rtlh:is ex~lleIllt ,grace Iby natm-aJI 'endow
menlt 'Or iby human s'trill/Jin!g; God a!lvne can' lbeStow ft. 

lJove is JlIoII; Itfue !Weak sen'timenlt wlbidh tihe wort~ de
scr.ilbes \When !h:e irgnoranlj;ly dec'1:8l1"eIS ihis !belief Ithat GOd • 
too i'Ovln!g ,to ~s'h sin .. Love is. strong, man!l.y, OOUl'8lgeOUS 
~ forceful. 'llt 1W'i!1'l not, rejoice 'dn iniquity (Rom. 1 :'32; 2 
Thess. 2:11, 12); 1ft 'Wii!l.1 no.t comiPromiBe :tlhe truth, 'Or take 
sides W1i'tih-ltJh.ose, .wh'O a:re in ltihe IWIl"OII!g. We m'liSt not justify 

. the ,wrekeld:, or condemn. ,the just ('Prov. 1'1:15). Love is 
i,nJtoleran.t Of ev'iIl and' error. On !the other iJlami!, Ilove rejoices 
irn the tru'tih, desires ,1;10 see it prosper, and! puts f'Ol'Itih every 
eflfO'l'lt Ito promolte l!i'gIh'teo.uaness. 

The 'one wIh'O tru.~y JO'Ves !Win Ibea:r ·and suffer !pel"SeCution 
wi.1lhouJt Il"e'ta'l~ation 'ami WiJbbout coonpIamt ·(Matt. 5:10-12; 
John 116:3'3; 1.'Cor. 9:12), even af.ter 't!he ex8JIll!Plle of lOW" Lord'. 
He wdH . not llk!Ioom.e dl:s'truslt1iu1 in the ·time of 'sorrow 'Or 
afiliction', Ibutwi!lil ,trust .tfue 'Fa.'tiher's Ihea:rlt when! !he cannot 
trace ltIhe Eatfuer's hand '('Roim. 8:28; 1 Pet. '5:7). He :wti!l!l 
con~in'Ue ;00 ihope ~en ·all ~el"S despaiiJr, and he willlI. display 
brave and end'Ur.mg OOU!l."8Ig'e, -!fur 'lO'Ve dOes not· ~Y' give 
up (l4,cta 27.:25). It ds love wh!i.dh :gives· steadfaslbness to 

·both flllt'tlh and ihape. _ . 

II. Lo.ve the·Most Enduring Gift: vel"'Ses 8:l!3. Bible School -Lesson Outline , . 

Vol 19 Third Quarter Lesson 11 

Love never· :fladls 'Or fa:lil'S away from its ,true ipur.poee. 
(2 ·Pet. 1 :1,0); lit .aJbides 1ffi.l'IlD. W1Ito _,the eDd. .on Ithe other 

September 11, 1955 hand', ifueg:id.lts otf ip1"O!P'hecy. tongues' I80Ild lmowlledge are 
-----.---....------------- deSlCl'i!bed as teniporaty and'tmnlsi'tory. 'l'Ihe ,gifts aI prop!heey 

'OLlVB L. C~ .PlaJ), ClW.). ami 110nJ8'ues were given in 'the earl'Y AipositoIlic era f9r 'the 
~ecific pu.lIpOSe of add!ing ilhe growII:h ~ Ule m!fant dImreIb. 

bE MINISTRY OF.LOVE '. IJ8!ter,' wihen ~.~!\JI1't:h Ihad ~e eStaibIl~ iIftlese gifts 
weze IJ10 4'O"nIger mred'edl, and they seem to. lbave been ·wi'tlh-

Lesson Text: 1 Cor'.iJitbi~ 13. dr8iWn. The Ig'.iift 'C1f knmvlledge' is 'WISo i~ete and partial. 
Golden Text: "Anill now alb.idetib. ifaliJlih, ~ clmIrity, !Ilhtlse 'lihe iWo:rd '~l'feet" (venie 10) means ''ma'tlml'' or ''fUU-

1Jbree; .but the IgreateSt of ~ is dhiaritY. '-1 Oar. 13~~3. groWn," and the j[i},ustratd'On from na'turall Wife .is mO$l; fiIbtmg. 
I~ . Love the Most Exeellent Gift: venses 1-'1. . CeI1'Itain adtivilties and a'btitudes wlhidh are proper to c'lill.d-

. ~ . hood have 00 place in tfue Hie -.of 111ie !pe1"'SOn wIh.o is mature. 
We Sh1>uld aim to he 'W'Or.tJhy of receivmg Ithe best gifts The 'pres~nt is a PElli'Od of Iprepamtion fur us. We see thiillgs 

t~ Cor ~t~ ~~-1~ But, ,~~e~ eve; t;han tthe :mbi
d
- as in a mirror, !be'holdling ,mere reflections of Divine Itiutb, 

}on or '''''~'L spli flIlllen IS . e. 'es~ 0 a: oun '- impel'iect 'and unsati~a;cto:ry. We Bee :tlhese iIft1mgs 'm per
m·'I'Ove (E'Ih'lI..1:9; 1 Th~s. '3:12). ~st18.Jll l'Ove, -'llhe 'Work . plexi~ 'f'O~iill puzz'les and eni'~as, as d't ·were. There' 
of the 'Hol~ S~t wI,thin iO'U! he~, 18. not 'a ,mere senlt!-- are 8'0 many' fuysteries ~n ·lii!fe w'biclh. '!the Ibmnan inltell1ect can
menlt, ~n1or ~. i't J~ ~ d~~!il (Gail. 5.13, 14,22) •. It I'll not so'lve (1 Cor. 2:6-1.). But w'hen Ithe Lord comes we shall 
m't!her. a DI~e~. 90d IS. ~e Ito U'B ibegets. a .love m 'Our be like Him, ihavilllg !perfect, dlireet and full[ Jmoowledige (1 Cor. 
hearts towal'd !11m and tow,ard others, wlbethc:r 'Or not tiliel 1:30; 2 'C1>r. 3:18; 1 Johru 3:2). The 'gif.ts aI ltIhe Spirit are' 
~e ~rtihy. It ~s the very qove.~. God .wh!I~ IS shed. 1}l!:I~ bransii10ry in nature, lOut ,lihe three V'drtues' _ fai~ hope 
m OUll" !hearts Iby lfue 'Holy ISpI'l"lt and wihich fi'O'W'B 1furoug'h ·and. 'love _ !Wi!}:l 31'bide. !Jove is tihe Igre8lteslt of tihese . 
us ito iIlhe.n'eedly ones 'around us (iRom. 5:5). The w'Orld CIliIl- .• 

n'Olt unders'tan'd' 'Wch . affection. / . ' Dail Bibl Re ci· • 
. In ·blre aJbsence of l~ve, 'all 'Otfuerg'ifts 'rose ilfuei:r va.'lue, for r e. a. ~gs . 

it iIS !th~ one dnd!iSipe<Il'SaJble v.irtue. J,t is impossiible .to .pro-' Sep't. '5-Love, ,the ~'r~llt of.the 'Spirit ......................... ~. 5:19-26 
p1hesy (Ito fOTeteU or iort,'l-te:l!l the 'truth) success.:f.ully lWi.tfu- Sep·t. '6-Love, F1u~.}'l~ng Ithe LIlIW ............................ :. ROm. 13:7-10 
'out ,1O'Ve'.(1 Cor. 12:10), for "!the Gospel of the !broken heart Sept. 7-Love Is of God ......................................................... 1 JOhn 4:7-13 . 
d1emThandis 2'~8e 1m1~nIi2·'s'tTil'fmOf4:tlh2)e IbOieedf _~~g;f;hea~" : • ..lAdaJbs ~'I~Ot:31to; Sep't. '8~ve 'Broves Regeneration.: ............. : .... , 1 JoIhn 3:14-24 

ess. ., ,. ..• W~la; u'Se IS 'llue • I Y S t 9 Lov . OS i1ii' al J'-"- . 
underslf;anld. ~hat. ~J:rl'lfu is !tidd'en f.r?"JD o'tihem (1 Cor. 12:8), . ep .,: - ~ IS 8!Cr. CJ. ' •......... : ............ :......................... uuru ·~5:12-17 
llIn1ess 1>ne IS W'l:U'lnig. -ioV'lIlgly Ito mtel'ip~ suldh mys'teries . Sept. 1O--JOhrtst, Ibhe'Love Gift Of:t!he ,Fatiher .,. 1 JiOIhn 4:14-16 
(Matt. 15:'25; 1 'Cor. 1:26-'31)? A cold, in'tenectu'a! 'grasp of Sep't. 'll-Christ's'Love Passeth 'Know~ed!ge ......... EpIh. 3:14-21 
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