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HERE is no subject in which men and women are more
"interested than that of religion. Wherever people
gather this topic inevitably is mentioned, or discussed.
Nor is the interest confined to any one class of people.
Miners, farmers, drunkards, non-drinkers, rich, poor,
Romah ‘Catholics and Protestants, young and old are
equally captivated by this a‘ll—enlgross‘i-mg theme. So let’s
talk religion! Let us sit down and in the next few mlin-
utes as you read these words, ponder this ques‘tlon of

questlons
Where Shall We Begin?

‘Often a religious discussion will seem to cover a lot of
ground, involve much 'talkm-g, but, at the same time,
arrive at no conclusion. Wihry is this the case? Is it not
because all that is involved is an exchange of opinions,
‘with no reference to any final authority. Typical ex-
pressions heard will be “I think so and so0”; “I guess
this is true”, or “I hope . . .” There is no note of cer-
taiinty. '

, The Bible

If we are simply 'going to exchange opinions, your opin-
ion might be as good as mine, and mine.as good as yours.
Let us therefore go outside of ourselves to a final court
of appeal. The Bible claims to be that'final authority,

. and proves itself to be the very Word of God. 'So linstead
of wasting one’s hlme exchanging our views, let us go to
the Word, and see¢ what God says on three great subjects
—NMan, Heaven, the Way to Heaven. \

““To the law and. to the 'testlmony, if ‘they speak not
according to this.word”; it is because there is no truth
in ut ” '

‘I. MAN '

"You are interested in yourself just as I am in myself,
but neither of us knows himself or herself as does the
Word of God. ‘The Bible is a mirror which shows us our-

* selves just as we are, and does not seek to gloss over our
many blemishes and faults Here is ho'w the miirror sees

us: ) .

“ALL have sinned, and.come short of the glory of God”
(Rom, 3:28)..

“There is NONE nghteous. no, NOT ONE; there is

LET'S TALK RELIGION

-commend ourselves, or in which tto take lprlde

NONE that understandeth, there is NONE that seeketh
after God.” (Rom. 3:10, 11).
“ALL we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned
EVERY ONE to his own way” (Isaiah 53:6).
« « » « the children of wrath, even as others” (Eph. 2:3).

We could multiply these references one upon the other;
but all bear the same infallible testimony. You and I, in
the sight of God, have afbsdlutely nothing with which to
We have
sinned, and we still sin.

II. HEAVEN

Let us turn for a moment and consider what the Bible
tells us about Heaven, and more specifically what it tells
us about who shall be there. You are interested, and con-
cerned about this -ma'tter, and so will really welcome this
wonrd ‘which the Bible g'xves us from beyond the veil.

The Bible gives Christians many beautiful thoughts and -
comforting words about this final abode of those who are’
saved. We are told that there is no night there (Rev. 21:
25); no tears no ‘death, no sorrow, no pain- (Rev. 21:4),
and the Lord Jesus Hlmsel‘f declm/ that He has gone on
before to prepare a place for the believer (John 14:2).

Let us not be deceived, however, for the Bible clearly
states that not all men shall ‘go to Heaven. Indeed the
Word of God is very plain in stating that you and I in our
natural state (that Yis sinful) cannot bé admitted to this
eternal rest. Again let us see some specific scriptures:

“Jesus amswered and said unto him, Yerily, verily, I say
unto thee, Except a ‘man be born again, he CANNOT see
the kingdom of God” (John 3:3).

“Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood CAN-
NOT inherit the kingdom of God neither doth corruption
inherit incorruption” (1 Cor. 1 50).

“And there shall IN NO WISE enter into it any thing
that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or
maketh a lie: but they whick are written in the Lamb’s
book of life” (Rev. 21:27).

In short, the Bible' says that we CANNOT enter
Heaven unless there is 2 change in our natures. There

- can be no change on the nature of iGod, nor in the very

essence of Heaven: THE CHANGE MUST BE IN YOU!
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THE WAY TO HEAVEN
All.I h'ave to do

L
“Ol,”. you say, “that is wery .simple.

" is-to reso'lve_ to fix up my life and, then I'll be ready for - .

Heaven’. Even if you could-reform. to that extent (and .

you can’t), what of 'the past? What of those sins of.the -

past that defile and that can never enter that blessed ’
abode? Furthermore, the Word plainly states ‘that “by
the works. of the law (ael“f-effmt) 'ehall no FLESH be'
justifiéd” (Gal, 2:16). .
Instead &f aimiléessly guessing, let us again turn.to r.he
Bible, 'and there behold God’s . way .of fitting lost sou'l'l
for eternal-bliss. As‘we do hear the Word on this matter,
lét our attitude be mot one of idle curiosity, but rather
one of fintense concern. May the Holy Spirit. Hlmself
speak through these inspired words! = - . |

“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the
life: NO MAN COMETH UNTO THE FATHER BUT BY
ME” (John 14:6).

“Neither is' there salvation in any other for there is v

" NONE OTHER NAME umder heaven given among men, .
- whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

“Hereby perceive we the. love of God, because he lald
.down his life for us” (1 John. 3:16).

“Christ also hath once suffered for.sins, the just for the
un]ust that he might brmg us to God” (1 Peter 3:18).

Brleflry, the Blub}e declares that the way into the hohest

. ‘of all, into the.véry preSence and favour of ‘God, has been --
o prepared- by the Lord Jesus Christ, when He .todk your .
" place, and.bore the -purris’h.ment that was due you for your

sing. He was made “to be sin for us, who knew no sin;..

that we might be made the rlghteousness of God in him™

(2 Cor. 5: 21) .
, What Shall 1 Do?. S :

- If the Lord -has 1»mp1essed these truths upon your
heart you' will now be concerned, and will wonder what
you can do that. you mlgh't be saved. for time and for
etermty 'The Bible is ag‘arm clear on thls matter. Its
message is:

“Believe on the Lord Jesus ~Chmst, ,and thou shilt be

. saved” (Acts 16:31).

- Simply look in faith to Hlm and ‘beheve ‘His Word when
He declares that He died for you. If you 'do exercme
such faith, 'you are saved and desbmed not for the grave
but for glory.

, ROMAN TOLERANCE IN QUEBEC
A letter artived to-day from our brother, Yvon Hurtu-
.lblse who is labouring-in Valleyfield, Québec. He tells of.
pne-st-m‘terference there. We pass the -whole letter on
that ‘our readers might gain some. conceptlon of the con-
ditions which confront gospel workers there:” -

¥ am writing to let you know a little bit of news about-
_ the ‘free’ province of Quebec, or at least our small corner -

of it. ‘Recently we placed an order, with our local pmnter

for a few thousand copies of tthe ‘gratuit’ slip we use in .

French evangelizdtion — a free offer of a New Testament

to all who desire it. -On my way out of ‘the office I noticed

a priest there, and to my ‘amazement received She follow--
- ing note the next day, with our samplé copy ‘enclosed: -
- “Nous regrettons ne pouvoir completer cettte commande.

11 est coutume dans cet establissement de ne pas accerpter .

les commandes qui ont trait a influencer en rel:glon

“A free translation:

“‘We pegret. that we cannot fill this order. It is the

-}

-copies have already been dus'trﬂbruted'
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THE EDITOR’S CORNER:
Elsewhere in THE GosPEL WITNESS we have reviewed
Dr} McIntire’s latest book, Se'm)a'n,ts ‘of Apostasy. We

‘cannot urge you too strongly to purchase this 'pulbllca- .

tlon It “will give ‘you 4 comprehensive picture of the
rellg‘lous isgues -of - the day and presents a cLear-cut
evangelical stand. .

We have been 'grateful to 'the Lord for the number'
.of new subscribers that have been added to THE

\GOSPEL WITNESS - during the summer months, As
" ‘the autumn approaches we look ‘for even miore each

day. On one day of last week we received subserip-

tions from places as far apart as the Philippines and

Alaska. Today a letter came from one who had been .

blessed through the reading. of a GOSPEL WITNESS
that had reached Nigeria in Africa!

“’l‘he (Canadian ‘Council of- Churches—Wnhither Bound -

" continues to enjéy-a wide circulation. Many friends have
.ordered copies by the hundreds and dozens ;-and donatlons
have been coming in to help us in this work Over 10,000

*Continue to pray
for this mmwtry L

- A WORD TO OUR READERS

We mﬂbhsh THE ‘GOSPEL WITNESS with- the -pra'yerful .

Jope that- it will be. greatly . used of the-Lord to the

custom of this establishment not to accept orders dealing . ~spiritual .benefit of everyone who reads ‘its pages: If

with mtfluencmg (npeo«ple) in religion.’

' “We are enjoying some llileswmgs and eneoura)gemenlts in
the work here; although it 1s a slow g'ﬂmd in manty ways
The Lord is alb e.

. Yours sincerely,
: R 4 ‘HURTUBI‘SE.”_.,. -

. j

.-

you have been especially- rbles:sed by the paper, write us

and give us your"tesblmony If you have been saved, we -

- shall be happy to send you suitable literature that you'

might be further instructed in the way of God. - ‘Do not

“hesitate fbu't sit down and write'to:day.
A\

- v

.’L'.

rr)
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THE pen of inspiration thus sums up the furither pro-
- gress‘of that great movement which was initiated
on the day of Pentecost. With, the coming of the Holy
" Ghost.a great multitude were saved, were baptized in
the Name of the LoPd, were added to the number of the
disciples, ‘and thienceforward it is said “the Lord added
to the church daily such as shoilld be saved.”. o
It lis well, I think, for us to try our religious conceptions

- by. the tgadhlirmg of the Word of 'God, to. comé back again
and again to measure 'things by ithe divine standard. If

we were to ask to-day for a definition of the word
‘_"chu’mh”, if we were to ask for a description of -this
institution divinely ordained, I ‘fear that in many in-
stgq'ces--'the reply would be far removed from the sim-
plicity of thé New Testament. Now what is really meant
by the church in this pdssage before ws? Of swhom was
the chuzch-is made up? Of . what.was it composed ?
: I - N
IN THE FIEST PLACE, IT WAS MADE_UP OF PEOPLE WHO
MAY BE'DESCRIBED AS REGEIVERS; they were people_who
. had received _something which ‘they did not possess by
. . mature. Tt iS said that ‘they that gladly received his

word were baptized.” They had offered a generous hos:’

pi.tfaﬂii‘ty to the Word of God; they had not received it
.W‘ltih reluctance; they. had not yielded a somewhat hesi-
tating consent Yo its teaching; ‘but they had welcomed
the revelation of God’s purpose: of grate: as contained
in rt;h_e ‘Word preaclied on the day of Pentecost: they had
not only receéived the Word; but.'they had received it
gladly, and they were made by 'the reception of that Word
other than they were by nature. . ) -

A church, to fulfil the New Testament pattern, should
be made.up of people who have.received something, not
of souls who have .given up something. The fdea is, you

know, ?th'a}t a chiirch is malde up of people who have parted -
company with everything that is really of value in.life.”
. But the great truth js-that we have been enrichéd by our .

contact with the gospel; we have received something into
our lives.which we 'did riot formerly- possess, and that

something is a word of ‘revelation, a word of light and of

leading, a word of life and of power. Thére-is mo place
-'here for the idea which- obtains in some quarters that

people who know nothing of the great ‘fundamental prin-.

diples of the gospel, who have no experience of the-new

birth, and no knowledge of the spiritual import of the

teachings,_of (Christ, — that thése ‘should be gathered
together and 'welded into an- organization to bear the

name of ‘a. church. A true church is made up of people”

* who Have received the Word of God, the ‘Word of life.
I wank to ask this evening how many of us have gladly

-réceived ‘the. word of ithe :gospel?: How .often in dealing

(Steqokra_aﬂﬁcaﬂy"lbepoﬂeﬁ) ) . :
. . “And the Lord added 'to the church daily s_ucl_1| as should be s'aved.”—{&cts 2:47. .

with anxious souls. have I observed the difference be-
tween those who have been itouched by the Spirit of God,
and those whose only interest is ‘a sort of awakened menc
‘tal curiosity! There are some who seem- just to open the
dioor a iittle bit, and say, “Yes,. I will give a little atten-
tion to .the 'gospel. What have'you got tto say ?”’ But tthey
recgive the message of- the gospel just as some people
receive the agents who 'go round about: they just epen ..
the door ‘a little bit to say “Good-morning”, and the-door"
goes shut agein. ‘But when it is a friend that is outside,
the door is thrown wide open, and you.say, “I am so glad

'to see you.  Will you come in?” When the Holy Spirit has

- opened the heart of a-man or a woman, as He opened the

heart of Lydia, the door is thirown wide open, and there
is 4 hospitable attitude toward the gospel, and you find "
people diligently inquiring into the truth of the gospel

-7, and anxtous to be taught in the things of Chrisi.

Now whether you are in the church or out of the
hurch, isthaf your attitude this evening? Are our hearts.
‘wide open to the reception of ‘God's truth, because we
cannot receive a_lll’_?thg truth at any one time: we must

. be always receiving it, and we must be all receivers, and
- always receivers of ‘the Word of God. o

]
But in receiving the Word they had received Him of
Whom the Word-spake; they had received the Lord Jesus
'Christ ;- “But as many as received him, to them gave he .
power to become the sons of ‘God, even to them that
believe on his name.”” I am increéasingly convinced of .
the necessity of holding fast by that seriptural doctrine
thelt a chiirch should be made up of regenerated men, of -
men and women and boys and girls who have received .
Jesus Christ into their hearts, who have received Him
‘gladly, and who have given Him the first place; for if -
iChrist is not.first in tthe pew, thefe is just a danger that
‘he may not be kept first in the pulpit. . It'is very easy,
you know, to criticize ‘ministers; there lis not anything
easier in the world than that; because all you have to do
" is to wit in the pew and pass judgment upon his deliver-
‘ance. But you surround ‘a man by a company of men

" and women who are half-hearted in the cause ‘'of Chriist;

or worse-still, \pult -into the membership of the church
“over which®he is pastor men and women who have not
received the Word, and who. have not received the Son, .
and who ‘are not subject to Jesus Christ, and let their
influence begin to make itself felt “in that. church life; -~
and it fis an jexceedingly difficult thing for such an one
to be always and everywhere ‘true to the gospel of Jesus
Christ. "Thereare some ministers of the gospel who have
‘my profoundest sympathy. I remember standing on ithe
platform once with .one when a brother from the south .
gave an invitation and asked all those who were church -
members.to stand; and this brother Whispered to me, “} -

¢ * . -
. . .
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wish he would not give the invitation that way because
I think there are two or ‘three- hundred of my chureh
" ‘'members here” — it was .in a‘large skating rink at a

great union meetmg — “they are not'converted and they ,

“know it.” 1 said to myself, “Oh, you poor soul, if you
have to be shepherd of a flock like that where you have
scores and scores of people:'who are mominally members
of your church and who you yourself as ‘the pastor say
are not converted and the-y know it.”

Let us remember that in apostolic days the chureh was

made up of those who had received Jesus, who had been

born again; and let us in this Jarvis Street Church bé~
especially careful of that. I want 'to say to all those who
have professed conversion during these services or at any
other time, we wélcome you into 'the fellowship- of this
c¢hurch if you have first welcomed the Lord Jesus into
your own heart; but in kindness ‘to your . soul, and in
fairness to the church itself, we say again and again,
we do not want anybody ‘to_come imto the membersh1p
. of this church who has not been made a new creature in
Christ Jesus. The worst 'thing you can do for any man
is to bring hlim into the church before he.is converted:
it is exceedingly difficult to reach him aftérwards.
There was ‘another thing about this apostolic church:
they hiad not only received the Word and received Christ,-
but they had received the Holy Ghost: “Repent, and be
baptized every one of you lin the nameof Jesus Christ
* oY the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of
the Holy ‘Ghost.” We are, I believe, in dunger of making
a great migtake just there. When Phillip went down
to Samaria and preached the gospel. there, the apostles
at, Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the Word
of God, and ‘they sent apostles to Samaria jn order that
these new converts might be further instructed and that.
they might ieceive the Holy Ghost. When Paul came to
Ephesus and /he found a certain number of 'Christians
there, he said, “Have ye received thé Holy Ghost since
ye believed?” These apostles had kept company- with
Jesus for years;ithey had sat at His feet; they had heard
His Word; but now He has gone into *t'he heavens, and
for ten da-ys they walited upon God until the Holy Ghost
éame and the power of the Holy Spirit came upon that
assembled company of one hundred and ttwenty, and they
“began to sspea!k with other tongues, @s the ‘Spirit gave
“them utterance.” And when it was noised abroad, the
multitude came together, the gospel’ was preached, “and
"‘the same day there were added unto them about three

thousand souls.” But these men who preached the gospel -

noft only preached Christ wcrucified, and risem, and
ascended, but they ‘declared that lit was every believer’s
privilege to have Christ within in the Person of the Holy
Spirit, in order that they might live the sutpeniafburafl life

by the power sent down from heaven. Amd that is very

nece%sary if we are to have Holy Ghost preabhmg in the
pulpit, we need to have Holy Ghost ¥iving in the pews;
we must continually. teach our members that the New

Testament Church should be made up of Tegenerated °

people who walk in the Spirit, who are filled with the
Holy Ghost. Shall we all seek it? 'Shall we all yield our-
gelves to the teaching of God’s Word 'to be filled with the
Spirit, seek to yield ourse}ves 1o 'God' as those who are
glive from the dead?

‘And having thus received ‘the rwoz'd of thé¢ tru'th of the
gospel, and having receivéd Jesus after ithat fashion, and
having received the power of the Holy Ghost, these men
became great believers as well as grealt receivers. There
was a sense in which they believed in order to receive:

“that-gladly received the word were baptized.”

v

ithere was a sense in which they received lin order. to
believe; and having thus trusted in the Word of - the
Lord, an'd havlmg become partakers of the grace of life,
they believed with an unwavering faith the word of the
'tr'uth of ‘the gospel. -

'This company of people, then, was smnlply a- company
of regeneraited souls who had been baptized in the Ndame
of the Lord Jesus.. In that 'apostolhc church they were
all baptized: “They that gladdy received the word were
baptized;” and if we are going to abide by -the teaching
of ithe New Testament we shall have to insist upon that.
I have fead that hundreds of ftimes — ‘“they ‘that g']'adllry
received the word were baptized” — but as I was going
along the street this afternoon that 'word came fo me,
and I said, “Ah yes, I understand now ithe difference be- _
tween certain people who profess to believe.” I meet
with a great many people who say, “Yes, I have received.
the Word; I believe 'on fthe Lord Jesus Christ.” “Well,

‘will you do as He tells you to do? -Will you be hwptlzed »

“I do not know about that. T am a Methodist — or a
Presbyterian, or an Anglican, or something else — I am
not sure about that.” But on- the other hand when you
find one whose heart hias been thrown wide open to the
truth of the gospel, he is likely to say, “Well, T do not
know much about, the Word yet, but if I find 1.‘t in ‘God’s
Book, I will do 'yvha:t He tells me to do.” “They that
gladly received the word — they who were made happy
by ‘the reception of Christ; they who had.yielded them-
selves to the Holy iGhost to be led into the truth of the

gospel, to do whaltever the Word of 'God lteaches — they
Is that
how we have received ‘the~Woid? 'Are we ready Just to
dbey His commamdment" )

II.

And what fol'lo'wed" IT WAS ' CHURCH IN WHICH THE
LORD FOUND PLEASURE. Sometimes you read in lthe news-
paper about a certain church that is very popular; and
it is nice to be popular if at ‘the same time you may be
T remember some years ago one of the Toronto
papers had a lengthy article in which it described certain
of the churches of Toronto and their ministers; and I
think they included Jarvis Street. They told’ what the

-different churches and preadhers were 'dstmmg'uls'hedl for;

and ‘there was one minister, I rememlber of whom it was
gaid that his iduties were mainly social. I.do not know
whiat they meant — whether they meant going to after-
noon ‘teas, I do not know; bult he was a sort of social
figure, and he was pastor of 4 church which was said

" o be very popular. One thing I am sure of in respect

tto ‘thiis apostolic church, it was a very popular church;
but it was very, pozmla,r in heaven. There were messages
going wp from ‘that dhvurc-h all-the time; there was not
a day passed but some news reached heaven from the
First Baptist IChurch of Jerusalem.. ( T»hey.dld not call
it a Baptist church, but that is whiat it was. We do not
care what they .call us, do we? I do not care a twopence
for the name.). But one remarkable thing about this
church in Jerusalem was that messages were going up to
heaven every day; and I believe that that first church
was very popular with the angels. T believe the angels
like tto have lots to do, and that first church in Jerusalem
kept the angels busy going on érrands of mercy, sent of
'God to answer the prayer, the volume of prayer that was
going up alt the time; for they co'nnfnn'ued in prayer; they
were always talking to heaven.' You know it is said of -

ithe angels, “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent "
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forth to minister for them who svhall be heirs of salva-
tion?” I ithink we do not give sufficient attention to
. that sg:rlpltural doctrine of the minfistry of angels. It is
true we are blessed with the Comforter; but there is a
real minisfry of heavenly spirits, and they are sent by
God Himself “to minister for them who shall be heirs
of salvation.” That is why some of us live long enough
to come to (Christ: if God had not 1 glven “his angels charge
over us, to keep us in all our w'ays, some of us would
have committed SUIClde by our sin; we should have
tumbled over the precipice; God only knows where we
would have been. But He has encamped round about us,
and led us at last to His feet. I am ambitious that this
church should live in close contact with heaven, that we
should have commerce with the skiies; and if we do not
give the newspapers very much to say about us, perhaps.
it is a 'good wign when they leave us alone. But if we
do not give them much %o say of us, we ¢an at least keep
the angels busy; and the church that is busy doing the
Lord’s work, preaching the gospel of God’s grace, pushing
the interests of.ithe Church of Christ — the kingdom of
God upon earth — that .church will be heard about in
heaven. I say, that the Lord had special favour toward
that chiurch, because when He swanted to put somebody in .
a place where they would be well taken care of, He added
to that church. Somebody says, “You know I found some-
body without a church rome. He said he was spiritually
hungry, ‘and I told him to come %o Jarvis Street.” Well,
that is fine; but do you know we have had that happen
here again and again?. We have had people come and
say, “The Lord’ to‘d me to dome to Jarvis Street. The
Lord sent me here.” Why all the people who came to that
first church in Jerusalem were sent by the Lord: “The
Lord addeéd to the ¢hurch daily such as were being saved.”
And I believe that when -a church pleases God, when iits
membbers are living in vital relationship to the ‘Great Head
of the 'Church, He will see to it that the church is multi-
plied: it wi'l increase; ‘it will grow; the Lord will add
tosthe church>
Now ‘that is the sort of members we want: Sometimes
we get church letters and we read lthat a certain pergon
m a member ‘in good standing of a certain church, 'an'd
“is hereby affectionately recommended and dismissed to
your felowship.” We read the letter and say, “Yes, these
" good friends have certified to his standing. Now on our
recommendatmn receive them into your fellowqmp ?* ‘That
is how it ought to be. Sometimes perhaps a letter is
‘granted when it should not be; sometimes sufficient care
may not besexercised in gra\n!t:in-g letters; but you know if
we could get a letter direct from the Lord, written by
Him, saying, “I have examined this man, and I know
he ig saved, because I have his name written up here in
the Lamb’s Book of Life; he has received My Word, he
has received My Son, jie has received the Holy Ghost, and
I know he is a member of the body of Christ,”-—if we
hiad somebody recommended to the membership of this'
church after %ha’t fachiion, and T would .say-to the mem-
" bers of the church, “Will you recommend that we receive
him into our fellowship,” you would put up both hands,
and you would say, “That is the kind of member we
want.” .We would not stop to ask him whether he had
intelléctual capacity, whether he had pdssessions, or
whether he had 'any social standing: if we could receive
somebody into the membership of this church recom-
mended to our Tellowship by heaven “itself, we would say,
“We have a real addition to-day.”- That is just what ‘it
ought to be; and if we so wait before God, He will -do

’

just that. You will remember He said once to the
Apostle Paul, “I'have much people -in this city. I will
find them out Paul; I will call them; I will speak to them
so that they will hear me:” “I am the -godd shepherd,
and know my sheep, and am known of mine.” “I have
much people in this city;” and the Lord has much people
in this City of Toronto; and I verily believe that He will
‘add to this church men and women after His own heart,
‘whom He has selected, having made them new creatures
in Christ Jesus. What a wonderful church that would be!
North on this street there is a large building’ in the
course of erection, a collegiate institute; and I remember
back in the winter I saw them taking & great boiler,
almost before the walls were up, and putting.it right in
the centre of ‘that great building. The plan of the whole

-structure had been in somebody’s mind, but it had been

reduced to paper, and they were following that plan. By
and by the finished structure will just represent the
conception which the architect had from the beginning.
I am positive that Just as the ttabernacle was built after
the pattern shown in the mount, and as the temple was
built from a’divine pattern, the 'Church of Christ is-built
according to divine specifications. Jesus said, “Upon
this rock I will build my church.” He is the builder;
He knows how to build it; and He wvill be careful of His
material ;- He will build upon that foundation only.the
living stones: we shall be “buildedtogether for an habi-
tation of ‘God through the ‘Spirit.” From.the natural con-
ception of things we think we can organize things and
we can do our 'own planning ; we will go here and we will
go there; we will get all the material together, and then
we will build a church. Nebody but God can really build
a church:* “Except the Lord build the house, they labour
in vain that build it:” except the Lord add to the church,
‘the church had better be without additions altogether.

I wonder, my friend, if you have received the Lord. Is
there somebody here ‘this evening ‘who has received His

. Word, who has received the Saviour, who has received

the Holy Spinit? Are you going to be n'u»mlbered among
the company of disciples?

1 do not believe the Lord is speaking here of any mystl- :

cal church; He is speaking of that body of believers in
Jerusalem: “And the same day 'there were added unto
‘them about thiree thousand souls.” It was the only church
they knew; it was the local assembly: that is where the
church began. There is a sense, of course, in which the

.word ‘church’ in ‘the New Testament fincludes all the

members of the body of Christ; but it is used in this
sense — not of that mrys'mcal body — it is used here in
‘the same sense exactly in which we speak of Jarvis Street
‘Church: “The Lord addéd to the church daily such as
were being saved.”. '

If we have thus received Him, may we notf, ask our-
selves the question whether the hand of the Lord is upon
us, and whether 'the hand of the Lord is placing us upon
'the walls of Hrs great bull'dmg - ’

- IIL ‘
Now, just this word. How DID THE LORD ADD TO THE

CHURCH? How very. srmple it is! He inspired His people -

to pray. They continued in prayer. If you and I can do
the business, then there is no use of our ‘wasting our
time praying about it; but just in praportmn as we

"realize this great’ truth that the Lord is' the builder of

the house, shall we lay special emphasis upon that privi-
lege of ‘prayer, and continue instant in prayer. -And it
was by this means that the Lord added fo the chuich.
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tinued stedfwstly in the apostles’ doctrine and: fellowship, .
. and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” - It was by

“means of human instrumentality and ‘the testimony of’
those whoom ‘God had saved that the church grew and in-

creased; but it was-just as truly*'the work of God.as
though He had.done it without human instrumentality
at all. ‘He will add 'to the church just ‘as we go about our
-lbuginess. I believe with the most (Calvinistic of you that
salvation is all of grace, that it is the work of ithe” Lord

from lbeginning to end;. and I believe we should pray ‘and-

. trust in Him as though it were absolutely beyond our
- power tto do a thing toward it;.yet, .on"the other hand, I
am sure that 'God is pleased- bo -use  human m-s‘trwmen'tal—

. ity, and you and I ought to be always at it, testifying,”
preaching, urging, exhorting, doing every thing ‘we can-
o bring people to Christ, just as though' every t'hmg-

. depended-upon our effort. ' And just in proportion as We
allow the Spirit of God to make s active, this result will
follow; and the Lord will add to the, church, not ocua-
sionally, but daily. - There will be daily additions, I be-

- lieve the church ought to-be like. that tree of life .in_the

.New'Jerusalem: it ought to yield its fruit contmual]y,
and not only at rare intervals.

And further, “The Lord added to ‘the church daxly such
as were being. saved.” Somebody sayls, “Well if that be
_ 80, let us get all ithe peoplé into the church so that they

L w1ll bé saved.  Then when you 'bnng 'ohem under religious -
. influences, they will be brought to Christ.”
" what the text means.

That is not
1t means, The Lord added- to the
church’such as were 'in the process ¢f being .saved. Some-
body says, “I bhoulg!hft you 'would be saved -once- and for
all” Yes, and no.’ Tt depends upon what you mean, by
salvation. You remember that striking word of the. Lord

Jesus. He said, ‘“‘She remembereth no more the angulsh "

" for joy thalt a mran ‘is born into the world.” A babe is

“And t'hey con--

Lord is -workmg day by day, 'mstructmg us in the Word .
.of ‘His truth, an'd causm‘g us 'to gro'w up mtto him in all
‘bhmgs

I believe that is wh-alt God is pla'nnmg for us here in
" Jarvis Street. I hope 'that we shall just culbivate the
habit -of s:pmtual ‘discernment, carefully observing the
"little ones growing. ‘I am reJoiced to hear of conversions;
but you know there is someﬁhmg else that makes me
almost as glad, and that is when the babe begins to talk.
Have you not been thrilled again and again when some
one you “kmow, who fis a' Christian, and who has.had a
greatt struggle to confess 'Christ, and has not managed to’
-do it for a long time, gave his first testimony for Christ?
You have been, well, like'a mother. -
say' again- and again, “Johnny bégan to talk when " he
was one year old; but the other is a little more backward;
it was a Jong while Ibefore he lbe'gaam to talk, and he does
not talk very well now.”.' It is so in the Lord’s Family.
Some begin to talk quite early,-and it is fine %o hear them

; s;'aying “Abba Father”; it is -glprious to hear them speak-

ing the Ipranses of the Loird Jesus. But some others.are -
"a little longér in learning to falk; -and when' at last the
gift of speech comes, and the tongue is loosed in praise

‘for.the Lord Jesus, isn't. it a. glorious thing? You have."

seen ‘2, mother with a family of little children, for, whom
she did every -thing. They were just httle tots, and
no one could help the other. . But by and lby, in a few
years, .she has-a company of, young men and women
.dround her, and she has liberty and leisure. And .you say
" toher, “You have such a big family, how do you. manage
to get-out?”’ She says, “THat is how I msanage. You
. know I have fine sons and damg'h‘ters who "will ‘take the

respons1b111‘ty off my shoulders. They say, ‘Mother, you-

have h-ad your share. «We.will carry the burdens now’ ”.

You do not expeot. babes in Christ to carry “very heavy .

burdens, but you do not want them always to be-babes.

“born into the world, but the babe has all the potenttialities. -And it is one of the joys of life to see young Christians

of manhood, the Iba.be is a potential man; “and I think the -

"mother conceives of him @as a qu-gro'wn, malbure, sym:
metrlcally developed man, and rejoices not- only in the
¢hild as he is, biit as he is going 'to be in‘the-days to come.
Salvation begins with a birth, but it does riot end with a
birth. ‘We are born again; and “as new-.'born lbabes, desire
. the sincere milk of tthe word, that we may grow therdby ”
And just as surely as ithe new-born. babe requires care
and nurs‘mg ‘and every protection, so do the babes in
Christ- req'ulre care; and I do mot believe the Lord will

_ really give such spurxtual children to any church that is

not preparedtto care 'for them.

He added ‘theém to ‘this apostolic ohu'rc'h daily because
. there was the right temperature; there was the right -
spirit; there was that spiritual solicitude for tlie welfare
of others -which will always characterize the man or
woman who is walking with’ t‘he Tord Jesus. Thus, that

" apostolic church was the divine won‘kshop in which God

lwas bringing 'to maturity his own. divine workmans'.hlp,

—*"such as were being saved.” What are we in the church
for? There is a sense in which it is correct to say that -
we are in the church to be saved. We are saved by an

_act of divine grace; we are justified by faith, and havé

peace with God; we are given eternal life. when we are
born -ag'am but from that moment we are to “grow up

. into him in all things:” hence, we ought to:be in the

. church. - The place for newborn balbes 18 im-,the ‘church.

- Sdmelbodvy here says, “I am going ‘to wait.» Liam, not going.

to join the ¢hurch until I am f'ull-grown ?” Nojithe.church
1s for such’ as are being saved, in whom the Spirit of ;the -

- 0

< : . . N

growing up.One comes.along and says, “Can’t I take some-
thing? Put it on my shoulder.” ‘Some Sunday )mo:nlin_g

. he comes to the Superintendent of the Sunday-School, and ~

he says, “I am>begihning to “‘think that I can teach a
class lmysel'f Will you let me do somethmg"" And so-
‘he begins to find out some opfportumty for service. One
. after another growing up into Christ graduallv takes on
new responsibilties until you hear the older mémbers of
the family just g'lorlfymg the- Lord. That is what thxe
" text means. The Lord ‘added to the church A company

-of, new-born isouls, and then ‘they Ibegan 1o grow, and -

in the process.of growing up into Christ they were being
saved, gradually conformed. into His image and-likeneSs,
-and being prepared for- that glorious home, where *“wé
ghall.be like him; for we shall see him as he is.”- .

Shall we be ambitious then to take_our place in the
-family with our older brothers and, sisters? How, often
you have seen the little boy and girl eager to help, and
no.wise father or mother discourages them. I just want
to say 'this word to you older Christians. I'do not know
that any of you need it; but I was mlkmg the other day

with. somebody about the habit we sometlmes are ‘in’

danger of forming, of criticizing the speech of each other.
One went to Nathanael,-and he said, “We have found him,
of ‘whom .Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write,
Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of Joseph.” Now you know
if some, people had been present he would. have got a.
club on his head at once; and* he would have.been told
that he had not found him att all, which is perfectly true,

I have heard -thetm .

but he had not learned that yet. From his pomt of ’ v1ew, .

'

. . .
~ . : v
- ~ .
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.. he had found the Christ, and he was-speaking” from his

own experience as he knew it:” And Jesus did not find
fault with him. What if some. very learned man who
always speaks with absolute accuracy has a family of
children, and hig little boy ttries to talk; with the great-
est possible etf'fort he -pronoun'ces a word that he heard
his father use, and what if his Tather svays to him, “Don’t
you dare let me hear you say that again. That is not the

way to pronounce it.” Tf you treat a dhuld like that he

will be dumb; he will .never talk at all. * Let him talk
baby-talk first. After a while take him to.the dictionary
and 'teach and train him; and by and by he will be just
as great a theologian as yourlelf and he will be accurate

in his speech. But we must cultivate the habit in a grow- -

ing church of being very kind, and very tender; and very
gracious with the babes in Chrlst If stuvm’blmgly and
wtammeringly they give their ttes‘tlmony, if it is not cor-

rect so Ionng as you know the 'heart s rlg‘ht JUS‘t praise -

v

God- they have found speech. .A;xd if they are wrong:
at any time, do as Afuila and Priscilla did with the
eloquent Apollos. They went to him, I think, and they
sajd, “Will you come home to dinner with us?”? ° They
did not go aroind- and say, “This man does not know
‘what he is talking about.” They took him to their home,
and they said, “We greatly enjoyed what you said to-day,
and it is all true as far as you went; but there is an-
othér aspect of the truth you have not seen. Will you
sit down and let us talk to you about it; and they ex-
pounded unto him the way of God more perfeétly; until
the day. came when the mlvghty -Apostle Paul was not
ashamed to be put in the same class with Apollos.” ;

-. That is a conception' of the church which I think we

.ou'vgh‘_t to cherish; and if we do, the Spirit of the Lord

being among-us, we, ‘too, shall be favoured of Him, and -
the Lord will add to 'this ch'urc‘h dally suc'h as are «'be'mg
saved '

A S W||| Angllcans Pray for the. Dead"

HE proposed revision of ‘the ‘Church df England’s
Book of Common Prayer has attracted congiderable
attention in church circles and ‘has .even merited some -
space in the ‘secular. press. - We- ‘Kave on hand a draft

" . copy of this prayer book and have ndted with interest

some of.its contents. While we ourselves have no time
or use for such a mechanical (though beautlfu‘l) contri-
vance, 'we -do recagnllze that it is used by thousands of
Anglicans |here in ICanada and so in ‘a-'measure reflects.

l their beliefs: --. ’

". funeral seivice.
- for thedead printed in the proposed revision of the Book -

Perhaps some will be under- °the 1mpreSSlon ‘that the .

proposed changes ‘in the prayer book are merely changps
in expression.- We .for ourselves had felt that this: was
the case until we noticed a letter to- the editor in the
columns of the Canadian Churchmtm the national ‘maga-’
zine «of 'the ‘‘Church of England' in” Canada.” The cor-

“Multlply, we beseech thee, to those Who rest in
Jesus, the manifold blessings of thy love .

“Give rest, G Christ, to thy servant W1th thy
saint$, where sorrow and pain are no more, erther
sighing, but life everlasting. Amen. :

“0O Father of all, we pray to thee for those whom

" 'we love but see no longer. 'Grant them thy peace;
and in thy loving wisdom and almighty power, work
".in them ‘the good_ purpose of thy perfect will;
* through Jesus Christ our Lord, Ainen.
Priest.. Rest eternalgrant unto kim, O Lord
* ‘People. And let ll'ght perpetual shine’ u'pon hlm

Just what does 'thlxs signify ? First of all it conflrms
our fears that there are more Protestant leaders upon the
road to Rome than we would care to realize.- Romish
Church archlltec'ture, liturgies and vestments are assum-

réspondent. to.tthat Imag!azme draws the attention of the- ing -a new’'place in the dissenting Protestant churches
editor to the addition of prayers.for the dead in" the «which would have decisively rejected them only a.few

He nghbly maintains that “the prayers

of Common Prayer, if finally adopted, w1ll‘=me'an a change
in the doctrine of the Church, .for they cannot be sepa-
rated fro'm theteaching which'lies within them.”

The practise of prayers for the dead is ‘bdth pagan and
Romish., Yet increasingly we hear the démand for this
unbiblical form... Dr. Stanley Russe]l the:Toronto Star’s
church columhist recently urged a return-to such prayers.
Now we find that the Church of Engl-and is going to en-
deavour to include-them in the new Prayer,Book. We
sincerely trust that any Anghcans who are even_ remotely .
acquainted with the Word 'w111 rise iip and condemn this

Romish move.

These prayers are mc‘l'uded in ‘the lbumal service as
optional prayers. This wds probably done to sooﬁhe the
feelings of evangelicals who would object to the inclusion
of such Roman grave-c‘lothes in the actual service. Pray-
ers for the dead could not be entirely omltted however, _

.lest the high Anglicans '(Roman, Catholics 'w1lth another

naJme) should be offended. Hence in a compromise move
prayers for the dead are in the “optional” section under
the heading — “Additional prayers. wh‘lch may be used
here or at the graveside.” -

The following are quotat.ms from some' of these
prayerl for the dead: ) . .

in the fact ‘r)hat these prayers are optional.

years ago. The ecumenical leaders speak more and more"
in terms of endearment and. regard for their “Roman
Catholic brethren”. Some have even described-tthe Re-
"formation as a tragedy! Now one major Protestant ehurch
contemplates having prayers for the dead!

Agam 'we see within the Anvghcan Church the ascend-
ancy of the ‘“high “churchmen”. These gentlemen who
would ape Rome, be called “Father”-and woirld hear con-
fession represent a considerable party within the Church
of England Undoubtedly this coneession was made to
appease them and so would confirm our contentiidn that

ithe seml-Romamsts are lmore in number than is ‘generally

_recognized. : -

The addition of “prayers-for.the dead” would also indi-
cate that those who are responsﬂble for the reyision must
- feel that the evangelicals in‘the Church are not the force
that once they were. Herice this practice that would be
repugnant . to.a’. Bibledbeliever is to be added in the
‘belief that.the evangelical party “is so.weak that it will
_rénder no real objection.
“one that must affect: every believer of whatever de-
nomination. Does- the Anglican Chirch have no more
Bishop Ryles" Is there fo be no voice from within that
communion to protest the wholesale importation of Roman
error? Tet us not hear of any evangelicals taking refuge
The.writer

-

Truly this is a sad thought and - =~ °
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in the Canadian Churchman x*i-gl‘x'tly declares — “Why

should this teaching be op*tlo'nal if it is not true" Why
should it be permitted if it is not true?”’

All the arguments urging prayers for the dead are
swept aside by ‘the verdict of the Word of God.
ig the arena of decisions and on the other.side of the
grave men are beyond our help for their destinies were
sealed forever before soul and body parted asunder.
Hence prayers for the dead are both unscriptural and
futile.

SATAN SIFTS:. JESUS PRAYS"

By W. A. Sampson -
Luke 22:31, 32 -

THEN Jesus predicted Peter’s denial He warned him
by saying, “Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath de-
dired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat.” Then
- He added for his comfort these words—“But I have
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not” (Luke 22, 31, 32).
It'is evident that Jesus regarded Satan as a person.
Peter was exposed to the attack of this superhuman
evil person. Elsewhere Jesus describes him as the “evil
one”. (Maftt. 13:19,38), a “liar” and ‘“a murderer” (John
8:44), terms which only have relevance when applled to
a person.

Jesus knew perfectly what were the mten‘aons of Satan
regarding Peter. His plans were as well-known to Him
as were ‘the reasonings of the seribes who witnessed the
healing of the palsied man (Mark 2:8). Peter was marked
for an all-out attack, and the moment to strike was draw-
ing near. While Satan is neither omniscient nor ommni-
present he knew quite a lot about Peter and kept him
under close observation. He certainly knew where Peter

~ was most vulnerable and the best method of exploiting
_his weaknesses.

Peter hiniself was totally unaware ©f thig for‘thcommg
onslaught of t)he devil.. True, he. believed in a personal
devil, the adversary of both IGod and man, He knew that
he might expect to meet with temptations of varying
kinds and degrees if he sought to follow his Master
faithfully. But he had no idea, until Jesus warned him,
that he would be exposed 'to such a well-rplanned and
cleverly-executed attack which wguld result in his great-
In the defection of Judas the apos-
tolic band had already suffered a major defeat at ‘the
hands of 'Satan, and he was preparing an attack on Jesus
Himself. The other apostles, and especially Peter, are
not to go unscathed. Satan would prove that even the
best of ‘them were weak and prone to failure.

Satan still continues to sift the people of God. Let a
man profess.his allegiance to the Lord Jesus ‘Christ and
endeavour to conform to His tedching and he will very
soon discover 'that he is being opposed by unseen spiritual
forces. Temptations, numerous and severe, are encoun-
tered: He soon begins to learn_that he “‘wrestles not
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
_powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high places” (Eph, 6:12).
Thus-the sifting. process goes on. God permﬂ:s it so as
to test our svmcerlty and the reality of our spiritual ex-
perience. When' ‘the children of God find themselves
beset by trials and temptations, they digcover whether
they really love Christ for His own sake; whether they

reckon spiritual 'things to be _‘the hiighest -good ; whether

This life .

they really desire com-plete deliverance from sin; whether
the glory of \God is the end of all their éndeavours. Only

the wheat will survive the 51|ft1ng mere chaf'f will be’

carried away.

ISatan, however, had not the field to himself. Poor,
weak, unsuspecting Peter was not to be left entirely at

“his'mercy. Jesus knew the nature of the sifting which

his servant must undergo and what the result would be,
and so He comes to his aid. While '‘Satan -sifts, Jesus
prays. Special definite prayer was made to His heavenly
Father on behalf of Peter. As Jesus interceded for Peter
in secret his name would be mentioned, his weaknesses

-would be enlarged upon; the devastating effect of the, _' )

temptation would be emphasized and a strorg plea for
Peter’s preservation through it all would be made by the
Son to the Father, How earnestly and persistently ‘the
Master prayed for His servant in this great spiritual
crisis which was now almost upon him! - He 'does not
pray that Peter will be kept from denying Him, but He
prays that. his faith will not fail, that that is, that it
will not fail entirely. In denying His Lord, Peter’s faith
had suffered a partial eclipse; and only the loving linter-
cession of Jesus saved him from complete apostasy.
Jesus still carries on this same ministry of intercession
for all His true disciples. As 'He prayed for Peter per-
sonally, so He prays for them. Each one can take His

- loving assurance to Peter ag'a personal message-—I have -
. prayed for thee, that thy ‘faith fail not.” There is so much

to shake our faith in God and cause us to question the
reality of His interest in our poor.insignificant selves.

_The' state of our own souls,-thé state of the.chureh, the -
state of the world at timies lend support to ‘the whisper-

ings of unbelief, and our faih'in a loving, merciful, coven-
ant-keeping God is subject to severe strain.. There may
be occasions wheh faith does fail and a true believer finds
himself in spiritual darkness, lonely and isolated, and
without -that comforting sense of his Heavenly Father’s
presence. He can rest assured; however, that his faith
will not finally fail. ’N o matter how painful or perplex-
ing ‘or disappointing “the experience may be, he should
never despair of God’s grace. That will never be with-
drawn. It was not withdrawn from Peter, grievous
though his sin was. The intercession of Jesus ensured
that, no matter how great the shock to a believer’s falth
may be, it will not be totally eclipsed.

" The Saviour knows what lies ahead for each of His

"followers. He is fully acquainted with all lthe desires of

Satan concerning us. There 'may be severe “sifting” com-
ing our way, but He who knows all that will befall us,
has prayed that our faith will not fail.

will be answered. . —The Irish Evangelical

- SEMINARY OPENING

‘On Monday, ‘September- 19, the students and the faculty
of Toronto Baptist Seminary will gather in the Seminary
building for registration and a time of fellowship. This
date will mark the opening of the new Seminary term.

A good number of studentts have already made arpplmatlon '

and inquiries still are comm'g to the office. Tt is not yet
too late to make your application. If you feel called of
the Lord ‘to full time Christian 'vvorlk we would commend
this school of the prophets to you. Here the teaching is
evangelical, Baptist and scholarly. For free information
write The Registrar, Toronto Baptist Seminary, 337 Jar-
vis St., Toronto 2.
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“To believe in a crucified Palestine peasant is an extremely difficult act of the s
mind.” — Newspaper -quotation of a statement of a thlosophy professor. p

T THE ‘Couchiching Conference on Public Affairs Dr. apostle Paul is more qualified to speak on the content of

George Grant, professor of philosophy at Dalhousie

University delivered an address in ‘which he attacked not
only certain individuals'but also fundamental tenets of
‘the IChristian faith. We realize that one cannot abso-
lutely rely upon newspaper reports for often statements
are misconstrued or taken out.of their context. Both

- Toronto evening papers, however, attribute to this gentle-
~ man statements which, if correctly reported, represent the

typical attitude of the natural man to the gospel.

The Toronto Telegram quotes him as saynmg “To be-
lieve in a crucified Palestine peasant is an. extremely
difficult act of the mind.” In ‘touching this same subject
The Toronto Star quotes him as follows: “It i3 too broad

- and emptly a proposition to say that through a crucified

Palestine peasant, eternity is reveuled in a unique way.”

. When a Christian first reads such a blasphemous state- -

ment, he is shocked but then after a few moments of
thought the feeling of shock gives way to one of under-
standing for the Word of God clearly declares that these
statements represent the natural and inevitable ex-
pression of the nmatural man. In writing to the Corin-
thuans Paul declares:

. 'Eor the pre'aadlung of the cross is to them that pevns'h

foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power
of God. (1 Cor. 1:18).

Despite all his boasted culture, our advanced education
and our philosophy, man has advanced not one whit be-
yond the position here described by Paul. Still to the
unsaved (learned or ignorant) the preaching of ithe cross
is foolishness or ‘to quote lthe professor, “too broad and

'emntv a proposition”.

The fact that the R-lb]e so accurately portrays, fh-u-man
nature and predicts the attitude of unregenerate man
makes the believer marvel the more at its contents. The
more we 'grow in the Christian life and the more we ob-
serve and hear the. sayings of the critics, the more we
are cons:tramed ‘to declare of the-Word —

A glory gilds the sacred pa
Majestic like the sum, lp ge
Itt 'ves a light to every age,
t. gives but borrows none.

This minimization of the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ
is not confined to a professor of philosophy; unfortun-

ately even many professors of ttheology, ministers, minis- -
‘terial students and professed leaders of the churches share -

this contempt. The unsaved man in his pride will simply
not fhumble himself to believe that there was any need for

‘this transaction of the ages -that occurred at Calvary.

Man does not want {o believe that his hopes of heaven are
confined to the act of Another. That must not be! And
then the little mortal shakes his puny fist at heaven.and
lpeews'hly asserts his objection to this great fact. that
“there is none other name under heaven given among men,
whereby we must-be saved.”

In order that we may refresh our minds with the cen-
trality of this precious truth, let us look at some of the
declarations of Paul about the gospel. Certainly the

our.message than is-any modern professor of philosophy
or anyone else. ‘Since we receive our message from the
Word oft God and not from any “forum of the learned”
et us hear what Paul says of the cross

Romans: For I am not asfh'amed of the gospel of Christ,
for it is ﬂhb power of God unto salvation to every one that
believeth./(Rom. 1:16).

1 Corinthians: For I db‘be'ﬂmme'd not to know any thmg
ang()mg you, save Jesus thhst and him erucified. (1 Co
2:

Galatians: But God forbid that I should .gilony, ‘save in
_the eross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is
crucified unto me, and I unto the wonld (Gal. 6:14).

Ephesians: And that he might . reconcile both unto God

in one ‘bod'y by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby.

(Eph. 2:16). .

[}

Such declarations could be multiplied for throughout
the whole of the Word of God is woven the storv of the
sacrificial and substitutionary death of the Lord Jesus
Christ upon the cross.

Let the world scoff at this truth and let those who flat-
ter themselves-that they are learned do all they will to
subvert the power of the cross, still we must merely pity -
them ‘and see in their attitude the fulfilment of the Word
of God whiich declares that “the natural man receiveth not
the ‘things of the spirit of God: for they are ifoolishness
unto him: neither can he know them for they are spiritu-
ally discerned.” (1 Cor. 6:14). For ourselves we rejoice
with Paul that to those who are saved the cross of Christ
is a mighty demonstration of the power of God and the
wisdom of God. (1 Cor. 1:24). If these words fall be-
neath the glance of some reader who is not a Christian,
may we commend the.Lord Jesus ‘Christ to you? This

" one of whom we speak is not a ‘“Palestine peasant”; He

is the God-man. Jesus Christ who left heaven’s glory
to 'go to a cross that He might die in your place, the just
for the unjust. Today He beckons you — “Look unto me,
and be ye saved, all the ends of ‘the earth, for I am God,
and'there is none e‘lse" (Is. 45:22).

In the cross of 1Christ I.glory, .
Towlring o’er the wiecks orf'ti-me;

Alll the light of 'sacred sto:
Gathers round its head sulbhlme

POWER OF LOVE

In Chlicago a ‘few years ago, there was a little boy who
went to one of .the mission Sunday-schools. His father
moved to another part of the city about five miles away,
and every Sunday 'that boy came past ‘thirty or forty
‘Sunday-schools to the one he attended. And one Sunday
a lady who wis out collecting scholars. for. a ‘Sunday-
school met him and asked him why he went so far, past
so many schools. ‘“There are plenty of others,” said she,
“just as good.” “Ah,” he said, “they may be just as good,
'but they are not so good for me.” “Why not?” she 8aid.
‘“Because - they love a fellow over there,” he answered.
Ah! love won him. “Because they love a fellow over

there!” How easy ‘it lis to reach people through love.

T . —Moopy




-~

10 208). . -

THE GOSPEL WITNi«j;ss 'and Pno'i'l«:s‘rANT ADVOCATE )

I CHAPTER TEN "
THE FOUR HORSES: A REVELATION OF

. THE EARTHLY CONFLICT OF
A HEAVENLY -CAUSE

bQ@r g;zgauf,a,.,y
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I'salah 31 1;d erermah 12: 5 Zechariah 1 '8 and 6:1- 6 or
to :any other ‘similar passages; we shalll ways find that
tthe horse is depicted throughout Scripture as a vigorous
-and fearless animal, remarkably fitted for war. In the.
" light of the above consideration, we, shall now consuder

HE 1nterpretatlon of the first five chapters of Revel'a- -the opening of the f,rs.t four.seals.

tion was greatly facilitated:. (1) by the transparency *

N of the 'figures; (2) by the words which introduce. and .

. accompany those figures; (3) by a context of hustorlcal

facts - -

‘ From the sixth chapteér on, the figures. used g*row' ture
] gradrually obscure.

At the same time they rarely refer
, ‘to past or: present facts but mainly to future events; which. -
' cannot be verified by ordinary means. 'l‘hen too, the

... words of introduction are very .concise and sometimes -G

very obscure. We’ therefore plunge here mto the hlgh-
waters’of prophecy
.Let us ‘again remind our readerls 'tha't we cannot see-

" in the progressive unfolding of the apoealy'pﬁlc visions a -

strictly chronological order.. Between 'the starting-point
and the evident ‘goal of the revelations considered . as a
wholé, we distinguish several groups of visions, each of -
them mamfesﬁmg one aspect of tthe d1vme action. These
groups do not necessarily follow one another in chrono-:
logical succession. They may be either partially, or en-
tirely, simultaneous~ Evén within one group, the sidme
simultaneousness may exist |bet'ween tthe. varlous pomts or
tflgures whiich that group contains.

-We believe that the above remark- partrcular]y apphes
to the- opening scenes of Revelation 6, where the four -
riders seem to représent four s1mu1taneous——not consecu

. tive —orders of facts. :* \°

In verses 1-8 we see the effects on earth of the heav-
enly enthronément of the Son of’ ‘God- on Ascension Day.

" When that decisive event took place, important-operations

perta.mmg to the celestial confhct must have tranlsplred
on earth \ .

The opening of the first four seals would therefore be
a revelation of the. four main aspects of the upheaval
brought about in our world by’ the new. poslltlon o‘f the
Son of God."

His redemptxve work will henceforth be performed by
“other means than those of His earthly “ministry.’ The
saving virtues of that ministry will be communicated ‘to.
the world-'by the preaching of the Gospel. - But the trans-

- forming action of t'h'ls new energy will provoke feactions

" from hostile -powers. This situation without. any his-
torical precedent could not ‘be better represented than by
" the four warlike horsemen. The biblical- description of the .
horse strikes us as lending full support to our inter-
-pretation. If we turn to Exodus 15:1, 21; Job 39:19-25;

..o

It is at once an mmposmg and comfortmg s1ght to be- - -

- hold here the first act wrought by lthe. sacred hands
. pierced-for us as they ‘receive from the® isovereign right
" hand of the Father the hbook symbol of the royal investi-
-“See my hgnds!”.the glorified victiln seems to
te]l us And as those harids which speak of suffering and
of- majesty open the -mystenous seals, the testlmon'y of
Thomas forces 1tsdlf upon our- minds “My Lord and my

e

1. The thte Horse
“And I saw, and behold a white 'horse and ‘he that
".sat on him had a bow; and a crown was, glven unto hlm
and he went forth conquering and to conquer.” )
‘Zéchariah, whose vision concerning .the Horse we have
already mentioned, is the prophet to whom we shall first
listen: “Behold, thy king cometh unto thee . !ow.ly, and

‘riding upon an ass, and_upon the-foal of an ass.” But .
here, it is not any more!the humble ride from. Bethany ;

-t0 Jerusalem. It is a heavenly visitation, whose tre-

‘mendous’ effects the whole earth will feel.

There is no doubt that the reference i us 10 Jesus Chnst
for we .also read in Revelatiion: 19 of 4 white horse —
certamly the same as tha't mentioned in 'connectlon with
the opening of the: first seal. .
“'given to its rider is found n‘owhere else: “Fgithful and
- True, the Word. of God, ng of Kings,, Lord of Lords.”
The fact-that the white. colour is generally associated with
- the idea of holiness.and ‘is constantly linked to all that
is honourable or divine, conlf'lrms the fact that_ the first
rider in Revelation 6 is-truly the' Son of God. S

'We reach the same conclusion when -we consider the
scnptural references to the bow. The arm which makes

the arrow igo from the archér’s hand to the goal aimed at, .
"is ‘a faithful representa'tlon of the most efficacious means

to .infroduce into the world ‘the salvation of. iGod- :bhrough
the preaching of the Gospel. ,Now, Scripture describes
. elsewhere, under the figure of a bow, ' the instrument’
necessary to the spreadung of the divine thought and will.

The fact that lthe first rlder receives a crown confirms
-again, in the light of c'hapter 5, that Jesus -Chriist is here
deplicted. He goes forth “fo conquer” because He is the
new 'Soverelgn of ;hedven -and earth. Among 'the num-
“berless_warriors igoing forth to conquer, the Son of God
alone can be t'he object- of- the predlctlon, for not only
does He 'go to conquer ‘but He goes conquermg” '
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At the threshold of the following prophecies, such a

» vision was: indispensable. And-the adyent of ‘the Gospel

in the world, thessource. of all sulbsequent conflicts-in the
Ohnvsﬁlan era; could not be accormpanied by a more sig-
n1fwant and clearer prediction of trlwmph

II. The Red Horse

“And there went out another horse that was red: and
_power was given to, him-that sat thereon "to take peace
“from earth, an‘d» that’ they should kill one andﬂher and
.'there was given.unto him a great sword.” .

, The Master’s prophecies are perfectly clear concermmg
the effect of His teachings upon the world: “Think not
tthat T am come to send peace on earth: I came not to

..

" send peace, but a sword. For I am come to'set 2 man af’

variance ggainst his father, and the- daughiter ‘against
_her mother, and ithe daughter in-law against her mother
in law.. And a man’s foes-shall be they of his own house-’
hold . . ., Beware.of men: for they will deliver you-up to
the covunclls, and they will, scourge- you.in their syna--
gogues; and ye shall be broughit | be'fore governors and
kings for my. sake, for a téstimony against them and bhe
Gentilés .
to death, and the*father the child: ‘and the children shail
rise 'up agamst their parents, 'and cause them to be pu‘t
to death. And ye shall be 'hated of afll men for my name’s
sake ” (Matt. 10).

- If the facts had mot come ‘bo fprove lthe truth of those
Howcould such a
_ benefactor of mankind as the Lord Jesus :Christ foresee
" and dare to predﬂc't that so marvellows 2 Gospel would
be the object o‘f such hostility ?

But the IGospel is_opposed to- all that pertams ‘to the
_natural man. In the realms of thought,. efthics, practical
life, ambitions, religion, the message brought by Jesus
Christ is utterly revolutionary: thus it can be legiti-
" maltely expeécted. that it should provoke vigorous and con-,
tinuous reactions. Hlstory has proved lit: the Gospel has
always met'with a quasi-universal oppos1tlon

Thiis mstmctlve mcompatllbllh'ty is verified -in bhe case

" of the Jews.” The Book of Acts gives a stnk'mg picture
of their .spontaneous as well as persevermg animosity,
in all places and at any moment. .But %t the very first,
the Gentile ‘takes the same rebellious attitude towards
the 'Gospel. The Adversary then stirs up heresies and doc-
- trinal-controversies. Later, he creates a degenerate re-

- ligious community, that he might more effectively fight

. its pious elements. 'In every ‘domain the evangelical truth
therefore meéts with opposition. And even when it over-
comes, ‘the ‘fqllong' generations too qften forsake the
sound spiritual position of their elders. .

'The victories achieved by ithe 'Gospel in the Pagan lands
.are always obtained .after severe struggles, and Satan
endeavours to take his revenge by mtroducmg through
the door thus opened by the Gospel, the vices and the

: sedu'c'tlons of the falsely called “Christian” civilization.

By opening thé understandings ‘of men, the Gospel gives
" the'Eniemy an opportunity to divert raen’s. ﬂhough'bs from
the truth and the good, through a thousand.vain inquiries
outside of the Word.- By bringing to thosé erlightened

"/ lives a greater earthly prosperity, the Gospel also paves

* ithe way to the worldly ‘temptations and to the. conflicts

which those temptations generate. By giving a right im-
portance to the least act, the least thought and the least
word of divine origin, the lGospel mevftalblv. makes of -
_ those ‘t,hun-gs an occasion for dussenslon ube'bween -people

~

.*Anid the brother shall deliver up the brother .

+ tion of earbhly possessions. -
.and ‘Mammon. is centam}y a major characteristic of the .

wfho could have otherwxse llved ltogebher in a 'peacéﬁul' s

indifference.

"Thus. We can conc'l'ude that the advent df the rddI horse

_ : "'_(g§9)~1'1 _
- . : gl

does not indicate the bloody wars, which will rather Pe

the object of the prophecy of the fourth seal énd of sub-
sequent predictions. The secorid horseman was given the
power to “take peace from -earth” by. gradually favour-
,ing the clashing of.ideas, then of individuals, then of
systems, then of.groups. This vision of the red horse
primarily symbolizes that spiritual struggle, and the cold
war which precedes it. At the root of this conflict is
found'the fundamental ‘opposition between the natural

-and the regenerated man. That opposition has, sooner or-

-later, ‘inevitable repercussions in the great political con- .

flicts. - For all the mhurderous wars' of ithe present era

have in the last analysis originated in ‘the debate between

the Christian ideal and the world’s' 1deal that ;is; between
the flesh and the-spirit.

.Our prophecy concerning the thmgs to come would have

therefore been incomplete, and in many respects mempllc-_

able, if it had not been introduced by this austere prin- ... -

ciple: "Not peace, but a'sword !”’

: . IIL./ X Black Horse -

“And 1
-on him had & pair of balances in his. ‘han-d And I heard
a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure

beheld, 'and lo, a black horse: and he that sat

of wheat for a penny, and three measures of lbanley* for |

a penny; and see '‘thou hurt not the oil and the "wine.”

This vision cannot represent famine since to the rider
on the palé horse iy given. -power to kill “with-hunger”.
We believe that the explandtion is to be foun'd in the con-
trast bétween 'the ffree Gospel and the ruthless acquisi-
This conflict between 'God

Christian era. “Whereas, in the regions wheré ‘the Gospel
has not yet found -access, thé tranlsactmns are usually

made by means of naturafl goods, the widespread use of

“Christian” c1v1l‘1zatxon

. However, the main. ormgunators, promulgatom and.
\benefmlanes of tha't instrument of division and of domin-

ion are not the Christians, but the.Jews dispersed after =

‘the ‘destruction of their city and temple. 1TIn their mis-
fortune, they. instinctively made use, for their safe-guard
" and prosperity,.of the mental keenness which they had

. ‘money, 'generally comcxdes with the .'begmmngs of the

acquired through their contact with the divifie revela--

tions. Israel therefore sought after all the a-dvan‘ta'ges
which money' can offer, with 'prodhglo'us ability and
matchless success, Foflowing in 'his steps, the degenerate
IChristianity has misused the facilities it owed to the

IChristian culture and has specialized in the ~greedy pursuit.

of lucre. This invention of currencies, although bene-

‘ficial in many- respec‘ts has become, in’ the course of the -
Tn ‘this world, as among ithe -

iChriigtian era, a curse.-
rpeople of ‘God, the ‘possession’of riches has always gen-
:rated 'unJusfn'fxed' re'putatlons and 1lleg1t1malte domina-
10n

Revelation later describes the final issues of thlxs peril
by showing the mutual understanding between the secu-,
lar -power and the religious world, then their conflict;
then .the ruin of their great weal'th The days in which
we are living stmkmgl'y confirm those predictions. The
tyranny of money i8 universal. In reahty, the magnates
of the business world — not the political leaders — govern
_the nations. This invisible power holds tlg-htly in its grip |

the most powerful au'hhontles as well as the most obscure




~

12 (300)

THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE

August 25, 1955

victims. If therefore the resistance to the biblical ideal
i8 'the inlitial cause of the 'wars, money will more and more
occasion and feed ithem. The enjoyment of bread, be it
lt;h“&'w-heat of the rich or the barley of the poor, has always
been at the- root of every war, and the scales have in-
vanalb]y proved the true -originator of all mtematxonal
conflicts. .

« Such a prophecy ‘was here necessary. Besides, our in-

terpretation is confirmed by the significant visions.of
Zechariah 5. ~There ‘the prophet depicts his vision of an
ephah, or corn measure, which miraculously goes forth
by means of wings to the land of ‘Shinar. A woman “sit--
teth in tthe midst of the ephah’”, who represents *‘wicked-
ness”. There certainly lis a close correspondence between
this vision and that of the black horse, 'Shinar is Babylon,
. and it suffices to read what Revelation 18 says about-
Babylon, the seat of comm
the correctness of our position: “And the merchants of
the earth shill weep and mourn over her; for no man
buyeth their merchandise any more . . . wine, and oil, and
fine flour, ang wheat and the souls of men.” We also
have here mentioned the spiritual repercussions of the
disorder caused by ‘the worship jof money : the souls of
men are made to starve, for to them are given the stones
of false doctrines and the materialized rehgmn instead
. of the pure wheat of the Gospel. -

It is however, a reassuring ‘thourght to know that the
true’Israel can escape that petil, for even in the days of
spiritual 'dearth, the rider of ithe black =hor-se will not be
permitted to ‘“hurt the oil and the wine”. Whereas the
fleshly Israel--can take advantage of the “goodness of
IGod” which ‘“leadeth to repentance”, the spiritual Israel
will be comforted by the oil of the Spirit and the wine -
of the ‘divine favour which the heavenly Good Samaritan
“will pour on the wounds of his heart — the “wine that

maketh glad the heart of man” and that maketh “hls .

- face to shine” (Ps. 104:15).

_ IV. The Pale Horse
~ **And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name
““that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him.
And power was given unto them over the fourth part of
the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with"
death and with the beasts of the earth.”

White, - red, black, pale . . . -In that downward pro-
gression in the colour scheme of the horses, there cor-
responds exactly a progressive moral decay. First the
numberless blessings of the Gospel; then the general re-
action and the conflict of ideas; then the conflicts of
interests; finally Death.

Death was ifollowed by Hell, or better still, by Hades.
Since all believers dyling in the Lord are 'for ever with
Christ, we can only interpret Hades as being the place
where the unregenerate dead are waiting without hope
for the judgment to come,, whereas the “fourth of the
earth” — the victims of the powers of darkness — repre-
sent the enemies of the 'Gospel. This inltenpret-ation is
confirmed. by contrast with the next vision, which pic-
tures the condition of ‘the holy martyrs waiting for the
great Day.

The reference cannot be to the natural death which has
always “reigned upon all men”. The new kind of death
which is mentioned here must needs symbolize the ‘final
issue of man’s spiritual downfall. To ‘the living seed

of the Gospel the Enemy opposes the deadly tares of false-
hood. The counterfeits of truth, due to baleful com-

- scientiously examining many other hypothesis:

ercialism, to be convinced of---

“promises with error, are the outcome of the conflict orig-

inated by the red horse..” Mammonism, the result of an
unequal yoke with the things mundane, .is confirmed by -
the vision of the black horse. Thé loathsome union-be-
tween mammonism and error has apostasy for a progeny.
Apostasy kills the souls of men with the sword of doc-
trinal aberration; it famishes them by taking away from
them all sound spiritual food; it poisons them by im-

_posing upon them = false worshlp, it brings them under

subjection to earthly powers, which Revelation . will later
depict under the figure of the two accursed_beasts.

We have adopted the above interpretation after con-
we be-
lieve that we do- justice to the biblical narrative. But,
however correct our position may be, the:great and
-oﬂev-‘iorus lesson to be drawn from the study of 'the four
seals is one of warning, and fit will always be. true. In
the same way, the comforting words contained there

- will always abide, for, as the apostle reminds us 'in ‘the

Philippian epistle: “the things which happened unto- me
have fallen out rather unto the ‘furtherance of the 'gospel.’

Any .one who hesuta'tes in. entering the service of a
cduse so bitterly opposed as 'the Gospel, and-who refuses
to give himself to it, body and soul, would in fact refuse
to fellowship in the death of Jesus (Christ. But he would
also deprive himself of ‘the assured blessedness of the
fellowship of His resurrection.

BOOK REVIEW -

Servants of Apostasy, by Dr. Carl McIntire, published by
iChristian Beacon Press, Collingswood, N J. 414 pages
ICloth bound, $4.00. - .

" Obtainable from The Gospel thness, 130 Gerrard St _
E., Toronto 2, Ont.

ERE is a book that should be in the =h'an'ds of every
~IChristian. Those who are acquainted with the
pressing issues in the religious world will find in Serw-

ants of Apostasy an invaluable handbook and™a reliable

reference volume, Those Christians who are not acquaint-
ed with the need for separation. from\ error will here be
confronted with facts that are comvincing and docu-
mented. N

fThe Hfirst part of fhe book deals particularly with the
Second Assembly of the World Couneil of ‘Churches and
the confusion that emergéd there over the understanding
of such a clear Scriptural truth as the Second Commg of
Jesus Christ. Then Dr. McIntire outlines the World

"Council approadh to the subjects of Christian Unity, the

World IChurch and Communism. Especially shocking are
the statements of prominent World Council leaders with
regard-to Rome and the future “super-church”. We can-
not over-emphasize the fact that ithis book does not con-

_ sist of speculations; every statement is well-documented.

Dr. McIntire very effectively answers Dr. Ralph Lord
Roy. who wrote a scurrilous volime “Apostles of Discord”.
His chapter on “The 'Spirit of Compromise” is an able
presentation of the futility of the evangelical endéavour
to cooperate with modernism. Pages 331 to 333 present
convincing answers to ‘the -oft-repeated criticisms of the
separatist position.

In the back of ‘the book are lists of the member de-
nominations of the World Council of Churches together
with other valuable information.

Again we urge all ‘Christians to purchase this book.
Ministers especially will find it invaluable.

-
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Baptism and Circumcision

T IS often said that the ordinance of baptism is anala-
igous ‘to the ordinance of circumcision. I will not
controvert that point, although the statement may be
questioned. But supposing it to' be, dlet me ‘urge upon
every believer here to see to it that in his own soul he
realizes the spiritual meanjing both of circumcision and
baptism, and then consider the outward rites; for the
thing signified is-vastly more important than the sign.”
Baptism sets forth far more than circumeéision. Circum-

. cision is putting away of the filth of the flesh, but bap-

tism is the burial of the flesh aliogether. Baptism does
not say, “Here is something to be taken away,” but every-
thing is dead, and must be buried with Christ in his
tomb, and the man must rise anew with Christ. Baptism

_ teaches us that by death we pass into the new life. As

Noah’s ark, passing through the death of the old world,
emerged into a néw world, even so, by a like figure, bap-
tism sets forth our salvation by the resurrection  of
IChrist; a baptism of which Peter says, it is ‘“not the
putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of

-a good consicence toward ‘God.” In baptism, the man

avows to himself and others that he comes by death iinto
newness of life, according to the words of the Holy
Spirit, “Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are
risen with him through the faith of the operation of God,
who hath raised him from the dead.” The most valuable

. point is the spiritual meaning, and on-that we experience

what it is to be dead to the world, to be dead and buried
with Christ, and then to be risen with him. _Still, breth-
ren, Abraham was not allowed to say, “If I wget the
spiritual meaning, I can™do without the outward rite.”
He might have objected to that rite on a thousand grounds
a great deal more strong than any which the hesitating
have urged against baptism, but he first accepted the

" rite, as well as the thing which it intended, and straight- -

way was circumcised; and so I exhort you, men and breth-
ren, to be obedient to the precept upon baptism, as well
as attentive to the truth which it signifies. If you be
indeed buried with Christ, and risen with him, despise
not the outward. and instructive sign by which this is
set forth. “Well,” saith one, “a difficulty suggests it-
self, as to your views,” for an argument is often drawn
from this chapter, “that inasmuch as Abragham must cir-
cumcise all his seed, we ought to baptize all our children.”
Now, observe the type and interpret it not according to
préejudice, but according to Scripture. Tn the type the
seed of Abraham are circumsised; you draw the infer-
ence that all typified by the seed of Abraham ought to
be baptised, and I do not cavil at the conclusion; but I
ask you, who are the true seed of Abraham? Paul answers
in Romans 9:8, “They which are the children of the
flesh, these are not the children of God: but the children
of the promise are counted for the seed.” As many as
believe in the Lord Jesus ‘Christ, whether they be Jews
or ‘Gentiles, are Abraham’s seed. Whether -eight days old
in grace, or more or less, every one of Abraham’s seed has
a right to baptism. But I deny that the unregenerate,
whether children or adults, are.of the spiritual seed of
Abraham. The Lord will, we trust, call many of them by
his grace, but as yet they are “Heirs of wrath, even as-
others.” At such time as the [Spirit of God shall sow the

" good seed in their hearts, they are of Apraham’s be-

lieving seed, but they are not so while they live in un-
godliness and unbelief, or are as yet incapable of faith

or repentance. The answering person in type to the seed
of Abraham is, by the confession of everybody, the be-
levers; and the believer ought, seeing he is buried with
Christ spiritually, to avow that fact, by this public bap-
-tism in- water, according to -the Saviour’s own precept
and example. “Thus,” said Christ, “it becometh us to
fulfil all righteousness,” as he went down to the river
Jordan. At the Jordan was he sprinkled? Why go down
to a river to be sprinkled?- Why went he down into the
water to be sprinkled? “Us.” Did he mean babes? Was he

- a babe? Was not he, when he said “us,” speaking of the

faithful who are in him? “And thus it becometh us to

“fulfil all righteousness,” that is, -alt his saints., But how

does baptism fulfil all righteousness? Typically thus:—
It iz the picture of the whole work of Christ. There is his
immersion in suffering’; his death and burial; his com-

- ing up out of the water represents his resurrection; his

coming up'the banks of Jordan represents his ascension.
It is a typical representation of how he fulfilled all right-
eousness, and how the saints fulfilled, it in him. But,
brethren, I did not ‘intend to go so far into the outward
sign, because my soul’s deepest desire is this, that like as
Abraham by the outward sign was taught that there was

a putting away of the filth of flegh, which must be, or

death must follow, so are we taught by baptism that there
is an actual death te’the world, and a resurrection with

_IChrist, which, must be to every hbeliever, however -old or

however young, or he hath not part or lot in the matter
of consecration to God, or, indeed, in salvation itself.

CHARGE CATHOLICS INTERFERE IN WORK
OF UNITED CHURCH '

‘Roman Catholic “interference” with the missionary
work of the United Church in Saskatchewan Indian Rée-
serve is charged in the current issue of the United Church
of Canada Year Book. .

Lillian MecKillop and Anne Ward, president “and
genera]l secretary of the Woman’s Missionary Society, -
protest: o '

“On the Cote Reserve at Kamsack, during ‘the holiday
of our missionary, the principat from St. Phillip’s Roman
Catholic Church School, visited the Protestant homes and
secured signed applications for the children to visit the
residential school. ' ) ’

“Through our Board of Home Missions we sent a strong
protest to Ottawa, but with the re-baptism of the children
and the offer of foo«_i and clothing from the Roman
‘Catholic Church we Have had difficulty in coping with
this situation.” : : .. .

'The missionary leaders add that if sufficient United
iChurch teachers could be found to serve in ‘their Indian
schools “we might save this situation.” - -

—The Globe and Mail, August 24th, 1955

DR. SLADE NEW 1.C.C.C. OFFICER

At the last Executive Meeting of - the International
Council of Christian Churches which was held in Sweden,
Dr. H. C. Slade, Pastor of Jarvis |Street Baptist -Church,
was elected a vice-president of that evangelical body. He
thus succeeds Dr. Shields, who had beer a vicepresident
of the I.C.C.C. since its formation in Amsterdam in 1948.
Like his predecessor, Dr. Slade is a fervent supporter of .
the Twentieth Century Reformation, and looks forward
to a vigorous program of advance in Canada.
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THE BULLFINCH *

Andrew Ausl:m lived in Scotland. He was a tallor by
- trade, a wood, honest, Christian man, but very poor. At
the time 1:o which the. story. refers he was. in great
trouble. .Sickness in his ‘family had used up all his money..
The rent of this cottage was due, and he had nothing with
which'to pay it “What shall I"do?" he sdid to himself
in great distress. . He took- down ‘his Blble, and opened
it at the Book of. Psalms. His eye rested on the twelfth
- verse of the seventy-second Psalmi—For. He shall deliver
the needy when he crieth.” " He kneeled down and ‘told
Geod his trouble, and asked Him to fulfil that promise in
his present distress. As he rose from his knees his heart -
‘was comforted, and he felt sure that God would fulfil His
- word,-and send in some way the help that was needed.
He resolvéd to ‘go and see “his landlord, and ask him to-

" allow him a week’s time, in “which to pay the rent.
. Just as he opened the door to 'go out, a little. bird flew
past him, perched upon the mantels’helf and hopped about,
chirping mem'ly "‘Andrew closed the door and watched
tthe movements* of ‘the little 'fellow -wﬂ:h great interest.

Lo _ ‘He saw that it was a piping bullfinich; This is a bird

- something like a sparrow, with a-round head and a.
. short thick bill." ‘Bullfinches are great s‘mgers They

can learn tunes ‘and carry them all ‘through fricely. While

Andrew was-watching the bird, it Ihopped on to the Bible
" which he had just been reading, and lifting up its head
began 1o ging the tune “Old. Hundred”. - 'Of course the
‘bird only had ‘the music without the wordss "But Andrew
JomedJ him"ang 'put in the words: :

~ “Praxse God; from Whom all blessmgs flow ;
.Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host
Pralse Father, Son, and Holy Gh

lWhen he 'had finished singing ﬁhls verse, the man felt
very happy. Leaving the little stranger in his room, he ,
wenbt to see thé landlord; and as he walked along he was

. repeating 'to himself the words of the bwenty-t'hlrd Psalm :

—“The Lord is my Slhepherdl I shall not want.”

He found the !landlord very pleasant. He readily gave
him the additional timé he wanted to make up his rent.,
As he was gomg home, feeling very bright and cheerful,
he was singing to a simple -tune ﬂhese words whxch Just
suited his cmcumstances' ’

“The-birds wrﬂhout barn or storehouse are fed;
From them let.us learn to trust for our bread; ~
-\ His saints that are fitting shall ne'er be denied, -~
So.long as ’rtls written, “The Lord will prowdae’ »L

As he went on, he was spoken to by a servant in livery,

- whom he recognized at once as the footman of Lady

Armistead, a rich and°pious elderly lady, who lived at.

o Basford Hall, about three miles” from ‘Ehe vxllage where

he resnded ) . ‘

“You seem to be in good spllrlts Andrew,” sald the )

servant, who was an old acquaintance. ““You ging go well,
one would think you had swallowed Lady Armlstead’
bullfmch Tt's been missing these two days: I'm ‘going
home now, for it's no use seeking any more. Her ladyship.
takes on dread.fully about the ‘bird, for it was a g‘reat
* favourite, and a re'g!ular tnptopper at svmg'mg ”

-l N R Y

Then Andll'ew asked h1|m to go-‘home W1th hirh, and said
- ‘he would find his bird again. As they walked along to-
- ward the cottage, Andrew told his friend the story of his
troubles; how the had prayed; what God had said to him
out of Hxs Book; and how the bullfinch came and cheered

“his heart; and how he had been to the landlord’s and had.

got. another week to turn round in. “And look you here,
John Morris, my rent’ll be ready when it’s wanted, as

.sure ‘as my_ name’s Andrew; for that bird wag sent from
.’my heavenly Fathér ‘and lbroughlt me His message on its

2 9y

wings, ‘For His mercy endureth for ever’.

So John got the bullfinch and took it home to his mis-
tress. When she heard about it, Lady. Armistead sent
for the tailor. His simple story moved her to ‘tears. She °
thought more .of her bullfinch than ever, since ‘God had
made him a messenger of mercy to one of His suffering
children. She gave the-tailor money enough to-pay his
rent, and told him that he should have work from Basford
Hall as long as he lived. ‘“God bless your ladyship,” said

. Andrew with a grateful heart. Just.then the bullfinch

struck up its favourite tune, and Andrew joined in the

song, ~

“Praise God, from Whom 3l lbles-smg-s flow.”

Lady Armistead smiled in sympathy, and Andrew, add-
ed—“Yes yes; praise the Lord, ‘for Hls mercy endureth
for ever.’ .

—The nght of the World

“WORLD GOVERNMENT” MANIA
O INTEN'T are some politicians and clergymen in their
desire to have a system of “world government estab-
lished that they will go-to all lengths to realize this “plpe
dream”.

displayed. A reverend genrtlem'an in England has declared
that “an-atomic war would do the world good!” Why?—

. “It is-the only thing which could clear .away present evils

and brmg albout world government.’

T‘hls mania for ‘oneness and for bigness as seen, in the
rehnglous world in that octopus called The World Council
of Churches and in the political realm in this “world
government” movement will not stop short of force to o

" realize its grandiose dreams.

Below 1s the story:

WORLD NEEDS ATOMIC WAR, ANGLICAN
MINISTER CONVINCED

Ma;rt'lwl'l England Aug. 15 (Reuters) —lRev Rlnlhp Erancls,

. sincerely believes that wlhaJt this world needs is an atomic

wars

“Yes, it would be the best thing that could ‘happen » the
55-year-old Anglican vicar told .reporters who besieged him
with questions last mg‘hlt about a provocative artmle he wrote
in his pariish magazine.

In the article he said: “We need not bother twopence about
the dire warnings of eminent people who hate ¢hanging, from
the gunpowder age to the atomic age.” ‘And he went on to
assert that “an atomic war would do the world good.”

“An atomic war will come,” he said. “Noﬂhmlg can sbop it.
ft is the only thing which could dlear uWay presemlt evils and

brinig about.world government.”

“'Asked about the déath and su'.ffermg nuc'lealr warfare would
wreak upon mankind, the viear said: “There is mo law con-
trolling the place where devastation shall ﬂa‘ll We shall just

havelbo'truslt mGod" -
—The .Globe and Mail -

The Globe and Mail of August 16 carries a .-
_story which- however surpasses all others in ‘the lunacy



‘bleating of that one white Lamb!
‘God,. standing on'one of the banks of the river, under
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) PLENTY OF WATER IN HEAVEN

- “The Lamb which s-in the midst of ﬂhe thronesha!l‘l
lead them to living fountains of water.,”—Rev.

I-am glad to know ‘that while earthly éities may some-
times run ghort of a supply of water, the New J erusalem
will never lack plenty of water.
minutely-of that promme of the Bible that “there will be
living fountaing in heaven?” Not such as wé see in our

city parks, sprinkling only a faint baptism on the air,’

but commiensurate with the 'grea't city of heaven.. On

- every street before -every mansion, around the temple of
-God and- the Lamb, living founiains of water.

Flowing
thvmugh that great. city, with trees of life in immortal
leafagé; on either bank, there will be a river. London ’

has a river running th-rou'g-h it, but that is the filthy

Thames. Paris has a river running through it, but that
is the unclean Seine. Venice has water running through
it, but that is disturbed Iby the filthy gondoliers. Babylon:
of old had a river runnmg through' it, yet that was the
beslimed Euphrates.  But, blessed be God’ no scum or

filth shall pour .into the river.that: flows through the-

Eternal .City. God ‘hath made every drop of that water
bright, and clear,. and beautiful.

and hear: the roll of its -waters forever.and forever. No
unhealthy -mist hovers over that river; no malaria rises
from its surface; no blaspheming crew put their oars into
that water. T'hey who “shine as-the stars forever” shail

look down ‘into the glassy wave, and have their faces

reflected. “The thrones and ‘temples on either bank of
that river will bridge it with their shadows. In it the
trees of life will dip their branches.- Breezeés from off
the hills ‘of Amaranth will. ripple the waves: T suppose
you have seen sheep and lambs go down to the river to

_drink, Hark! I hear the voice of the.sheep and lambs of

heaven -now coming down from the hills, coming down ‘to
the. river of heaven. to drink, ied on by one snow-whlte
Lamb, at whose bleat all the ‘flocks follow - Hear the
And as the angel of

the tiree of life, looks: down, and sees that one white
Lamb leading all the great flock of the redeémed, he
takes his harp from the willows by the water-courses and |
strikes this beautiful strain, softer than leaves’ rustlé
or humming-bird’s trill: “The Lamb which is in the

midst of the throne shall lead them to living fountains .
i . —TALMAGE -

of water.”

R SUMMER VISITORS TO TORONTO e
Makc JARVIS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH'’
(Corner of Jarvis and Gernrd)

s yourholaday ‘chsirch home

SERVICES
Bible School for all ages
Morning Service.
7'pm. Evening Service
-Tbursday 8 p.m . Bible Lecture,. -
“ Pastor DR. H. C. SLADE

Imroduce yourse]f to Dl‘ Slade and to the Edluor
- of The Gospel Witness.

~

~

Sunday_9:45 a.m.
11 am:

A W_arm Welcome Aymxts You!

-

Have you ever thought -

The righteous, robed in"
*. white and garlanded, sit on.its banks, and watch its tides,

Blhle Sl;hmll LBSS[I]I l]utlme L |

September 4, 1955-'

Yol. 19/_ Third Quarter Lesson 10

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Ter.)

" THE LORD’S SUPPER
Lesson Text: 1 Conn'ﬁhhans 11 :23-34.
Golden Text: “For'ay often as ye eat this bread, and drink
: 'ﬂns cup, ye do shew ﬂhe Lord’s death £ill he come.”—1 Cor.
,I. TheOrdinance of the Lord’s Supper: verses 23-26.
The Apostle Paul Praised the dhurch at Corinth because the

members faithfully observed ithe ordinanees, as he had com- :

manded them (verse 1). )

The Lord's Supper is one of the two ordinances established
by (Christ for His ¢hurch (Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-26;
‘Luke 22: 14-20), baptism being the other (Matt. - 3:13-17;
28 18-20; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 8:21, 22). It is a memorial

ast, when we remember 'Christ as absent in body, but
-presen't with us through the Spirit. Insfituted on the very
night 'on which the Lord was betrayed inibo the hands of His
enemies, it-speaks_ above all of His wondrous love in giving
Himself as a sacrifice for us (Rom. 5:6-10).’

The bread, broken, distributed and. consumed, is a symbol
of His precious body, given as a ransom for ‘the sins of afl.
He was the Bread of Life sent down from Heaven, desﬂtmed
o satisfy the souls of men (John 6:48-58).

The ‘cup and 'the-winé sipeak to us of His suffering, the
grape being crushed to secure ‘the juice (Matt. 20:22); of
His death, since fthe wine was the colour of blood (JFohn
18:11); of *His life poured out for us (Lev. 17:11; Isa. 53:12),
and Uf the wrath of Almighty God, which Ohrm‘t endured in
our room and stead (Isa, 53:4-6; Rev. 14:10): The wine repre-

séntted tthe blood of :‘Christ as ﬂhe token that ‘the New Coven- -

ant had been established (Heb. 9:15-28). The Old Covenant
gfelﬂv)'was superseded by fthe New Covenant of grace (2 Cor,

Whenever a Chrigtian partakes of the Lord’s Supper, he
proclaims or makes known by act and ceremontial that he has
been identified with Christ in His death. 'He publicly pro-
fesses thiat he looks, back %o ‘he time when Christ actually
died for him, that he looks up to Christ in heaven who inter-
cedes for him and applies the merits of His death to the
believer, and that he looks forward to the marriage feast of
the Lamb, of which the Supper s a foretaﬂdte and -a pro:rmse
(IMaﬂ:t 26 29 Rev. 19:7-9). .

II. ‘Order in the Lord’s House° verses 27-34
Strange as it may seem, believers may geather for evil, not

for good; their meeting may be harmful rather- than he‘lrpfwl :
“The mere fact of a group

and brmg Judg'memt '(verge-34).
of Christians in: one nplasce at-a given time is no
ng'ua.ran'tee of mﬂ:wall esdmg for th % will not be gathered
“iry ‘His e’g red for His glory
(Matt, 18: 20) '.l‘here may be sm"m the camp which grieves
Ez;i‘il 'h'mde;s the ministry of the 'Holy Sipirit (Josh 7: 11 12;
Word had reached the Apost
in the church at ‘Corinth (1 Cor, 1:11).
sg irit, ! Jeallousles and m-vellnes shouid have no piace in the
urch of God. They are to both workers and work,
for they-bring. reproach upon the nua!me of the Loxd, whereas

Parities and a . party

a united testimony advances the causeé of the Gospel Chris- .

tians must learn to work together in pwoe and Ihamlony ®
Cor, 6:1; Phil, 2:14).

Lack of unity in heart asmong Ahe members of the church

at Corinith led to lack of uniity in outward order (verses 17-21). ..
,In ostolic times-it' was the custom for the believers tho -

e of a meal-together, 'the love :t‘east, before the Lord’s
Supper Fach contributed a share of the
ing 'to ‘his ability. Disorder prevailed at these love feasts in
_ Corinth. Some would not. wait till all . assernbled, and ovlihers
" made sgluttons -of themselves, while the poor were not given

their portion' of the food. By their diserderly and unseemly .

. conduct the Corinthians were despising the church of God
.as & Divine institution. Reverence for the house of God, for

- ]

le t:omernung the 1ack of unity '

ions, accord-

rd
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the servants of God and for the people of God is far ‘too rare.
Many think lightly of sacred ‘things; we should Jove the
place whére the Tord’s |honorun dwe e'ﬁh (Psa. 26:8; 122:1;
Hab. 2:20; Luke 2:46; 4:16).

By ‘then' dxsordeﬂly conduct the believers at Corinth were
sacred feast of the Lord’s Supper a mere tra-
rverse 27); they were guilty of profaning, as it were,
ly and blood of Christ, as 'though they thad a share in
H‘ls death (Heb. 6:6; 10:29). They failed to discern and
maniifest to others the true significance of the holy ordinance.
- They partook of the elemenits in an un‘womﬁhy manner, 2 man-
ner not befitting the sacred characteis”of the ordinances.

The Apostle did not tell the people ‘to stay away from the
Communion 'Supper, but he did tell them to eéxamine them-
selves, and then o come (2 ‘Cor. 13: 5) They were to set
right that which was wrong.

- The Lord in love and mercy sometnmes chastises His people
in order to bring them to repentance (Prov, 3:11, 12; Heb.
12:5-11; Rev. 3:19). -Suffering, sorrow, or suck:ness even
unlto death’ may come %o the backsliding 'Christian (John 5:14;
1 John 5:16), as in the case of some of 'these erring believers
in Corinth, who brought judgment upon themselves (verse
29). It is a serious thing for a Christian to continue in sin
(1 Pet 4:17). 'He will not lose his salvation, but he will lose

, [power, testimony, and perhaps his reward (1 Cor.
3 12-15) The Lord deals with him in ozt!er that he shouild
not be condemned with the world.

To avoid the necessity of the Father laying His hand upon
us in chastisement, we are to .judge ourselves. Whenever we
fall into sin ‘the Lord would have us go to Him in contri-
tion and confession, judging ourselves b falc'mg the fact of*
our sin, refusmg to condone iit, and by pﬂmng it beneath the

ve's‘t

blood o'f the Lord Jesus (1 John 1:9; 2: 1)
cleanse, rec!lamm and restore the mnmhng saint.

Daily Bible Readings
August 29—-—Imt1buted by Christ .....coen. Matthew 26"’0-30
August 30—Speaks of Oneness in Chiist -

1 'Corinthians 10:12-21
August 81-—Observance Commanded Luke 22:15-20
September 1—Memorial of Christ our Pa.ssover
1 Corinthians 5:6- 13
September 2—IMemmorial of Ohms't our Sin-Offering
'He'brews 10:1-14
September 3—Token of the New Ooveman't ...... %I-I cbrews 9:11-23

His gwace can .

Sep‘bembecr 4—TUntil He Come .......occmmmoncnns cbhrews 9:24-28
Suggested Hymns : ~
Alas! and did my Sa.\mour bleed? -

Till He come!

Jesus, Thou joy of loving hearts,
‘When I survey 'the wondrous cross. .
There is a fountain filled with blood.
Amidst us our Beloved stands. :

-SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET

The preacher on the. past Lord’s Day was Rev. P. B.
Loney of Atlanta, 'Georgia. In the morning his subject
was: “Christ, The Crisis”. In the evening he spoke on
“God’s Quest”. At the conclusion of the evening messagé
one man came forward to sigmify his faith in the Lord
Jesus (Christ. ‘The messages of ‘Sunday and of ‘the pre-
vious Thursday were rece'lved with profit by the people
of God.

A Devastating Exposure of i"he.World Council of Churches . . .

—~— AY

SERVANTS ‘OF APOSTASY

By DR. CARL McINTIRE
At lastt "SERVANTS OF APOSTASY", by Dr. Carl

Mclintire has just come from the press. Here is a
factual analysis of the World Council of Churches
and documented information about the departure
from the faith witnessed at the Council's Assembly'
in Evansfon. |||mous.

% By PRESIDENT OF I.C.C.C.
% DOCUMENTED!
% VALUABLE REFERENCE BOOK
% 414 PAGES
% WELL BOUND.
"% Cloth Bound—$4.00
% Paper Bound—$3.00

* Ministors!

Acquaint yourselves with_th_e_se-v_ii'al issues. S [
Be informed; read this book.
' ~ ORDER FORM

THE .GOSPEL WITNESS -
130 Gerrard Street East,” . . ' _ . ' \
Toronto 2, Ontario. . ’ ' . .

N .

Gentlemen: ;

cloth bound .copies of "Servants 'of Apostasy” (Price $4. 00}
paper bound copies of “Servants of Apostasy” (Prlce $3. 00) '
THANK YOU. - : -_ N

- _Please send me ...

. Please send me
Enclosed $....r .

Name . - —
Address .. : . . : — . - | -




