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SWEET VARIETY IN THE GARDEN OF GOD

A Hint by C. H. Spurgeon

-

VHE plants of the Lord’s right-hand planting have
. many and prominent points of likeness, and yet they
differ exceedingly. We shall err from the truth and from
love if we look for all the same traits of character in all
the children of \God; some are constitutionally vigorous,

+ and others are feeble; some are aspiring, and others
drooping ; many are contemplative, and more are active:

many are excitable! while a few are deliberate. Each
form of mind has its beauties and ifs uses. All flowers

" are so much alike that we rightly place them in one

gioup, and never mistake them either for minerals or
animals, and yet their variety is as wide as it is charm-
ing. Even so all the regenerate belong to one family,
and yet no one is exactly like another. ‘All the Israelites
are of 'the seed of Abraham, and yet Judah is not Dan, nor

" Issachar Manasseh: why should-they be? _
. [Many of iGod’s people are naturally cheerful; in their
- case the holiness of their joy comes from the Spirit of

- God, but the joyousness itself is in a measure due-to a
healthy body and a contented mind. These bright Chris-
tians are like the flowers which bathe in the sunlight, and
flourish best on a warm border where. no biting wind ever

. makes its way. These joyous people may live out a
- depression, but they are at their best when they can

rejoice in the Lord always, and yet again rejoice. See
the crocus fast closed while “the clouds return after the

'_ rain,” but open and filled with glory when the sun pours

its rays into its cup of pure gold like unto. transparent
gl‘ass At such times did you ever mote the soft golden
flame which seems to burn deep down in the cup, — a
sort of fiery sheen of liquid light? How like to the rap-
tures and ecstasies which are enjoyved by certain of our
Lord’s household! A clear, warm, steady sunshine. is
‘the element of the crocus; under such influence it throws
out a blaze of colour, and as we look within its chalice
the golden glory seems to qunt ‘the leaf, “and roll like a
fiery 'atmbsxihere within.”> Such @re the happy hearts
that live ‘in full ‘communion with the Lord. Let us not
envy them, much less tremble for itheir _joyousness, as
though it were a great peril.

On ‘the other hgndn there may be in the disposition of

other Christians tendencies which naturally incline them
to the shady wside of life. Such bring forth -the chbice
Jflowers of patience and resignation, and are seen at their
best in a p’artﬂa:l 'g'loom who shall; itherefore, condemn
them? The evening primrose exhibits no*hmg better than
faded and discoloured: flowers 4l day lohg, as*if it were

-altogether withering - away, for nogontide is not the hour

of its beauty. Wait till the summer twilight is beginning,
and you sihall see it gradually open its fragljanlt blossoms
and dusplay its pale yellow colours. Ityis the- Joy of the
evening and ‘the night : ‘the garish sun woos it-in vain, it
loves the fair face of the moon.- -We all know godly women
who would never be seen to advantage among the public
activities of our churches, and yet in the sick-rocom and
in the hour of affliction they are full of beauty, n'd shed
a lovely fragrance all ‘around. .

We will not excuse a 'tendency to desp'ondency, f01 there
is ‘abundance of joy in !Christ Jesus for all orders™ of
saints; but nevertheless we perceive great beauty. An
men and women of 4 sorrowful spirit, whosé patiehee in
tribulation is given .them of their Lord. No one should
utter a sy‘llable against s‘am-ts whose resemlblance is found_ :
in the - *

“Fair flower that shuns the glare of day,

: Yet loves to open, meekly bold, .

: To evening hues of silver gray,
I8 cup of paly gold.”

R
Y

Among the nllg'ht-ibloommg flowers are found a few of
rare beduty and delicious perfume. Take, for instance,
the Cereus, 'or Cactus grandiflora. It is a grandee of-the
floral ‘world, and wears at nlight & crown which is a foot
in’diameter, of 'a splendid yellow within and a ddark brown
without. Its scent perfumes the air to a ‘considerable
distance, and makes night fragrant as Solomon’s palace
of cedar. A little before midnight this cactus displays
its wondrous charms, and is seen to be one of “the
precious things put forth by the moon”. We think we
know believers rwor‘trhy to be compared. to this glorious
flower; brilliant in enldurance, more than conquerors 1n
m'l’bunla'tmn of whdm the world is not worthy.
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Let not the evening primrose despise the tulip for its
love of the sun; and let not the tulip find fault with the
night-blooming flower for its delight in the moon. Each

" of these has its use, and is beautiful in its season. The
bees gather about the beauties of the day, and the moths
sip of the blooms of the night. The rejoicing child of
God must not grow heady and high-minded, and push his
weak and weeping brother; and, on the other hand, the
sad and lowly one must not begin to tyrannize over his
joyous friend, by measuring his heavenly experience by
the standard which ‘dolorous doubters have set up. God’s

flowers must be left to bloom in their own way, and the.

more natural they are the better. Some of them natur:
, ally hang down while yet in bud, and yet when they are
fully opened they gaze upward with clear vision; is.nof
the drooping posture modestly suitable to the youth of
their buds? It would be useless to upbraid them, they are
best as they are. The gardener thinks he improves God’s

handiwork, but a man of pure taste is not of his mind; -

true, he may 'gain in one direction, but he loses in sev<

eral others. The distinctive features of a flower are
" made less striking by the processes of education, and the

tendency is for all such flowers to be globular and like
" each other. There are eyes that love the child of nature
in his own raiment more than the heir of art in his finer
and stiffer apparel. Roses and dahlias in their first
. estate hiave more -expression than when art has given
them an aristocratic form and fashion.

You know that in the habit of opening and closing,
flowers are so varied that some one or other of them.is
sure to be opening at each quarter of an hour of the day.
The star of Jerusalem is up by ‘three, and the chicory at
four: the butttercup opens at six, the water-lily at seven,
the pink at eight, and so on till the night comes on.
Linnaeus made a clock.of flowers. If you are well ac-
quainted with the science of botany, you, too, may tell
the time withouft a watch. - '

“On upland shores the shepherd marks
The hour when, asithe dial true,
The chicory to the lowering lark
- Lifts her soft eyes, serenely blue.,”

God has made everything beautiful in its season, every-
-thing lovely in s own order. - Tt were a pity that there
should be a battle among the flowers, and a greater
trouble still if there should be a conflict among saints

as to which state of experience is the better, or as to

which is the higher mark of grace.

One 'thing I have learned from flowers which should
be a lesson for us all: it is the dependence of most of
them upon-the great heavenly light. If you will ook on
a lawn when it rains, you may at a little distance see
nothing but the green grass; but as soon as the shower

. is over, and tthe sun shines forth, countless daisies, which
have shut themselves up while the sun is away, will open
their eyes and look up to him. Well are tthey called Day’s-
eyes. The sweet marguerites lie ‘asleep all night, shult
up like pearls in 'their shells; but when brave Sol is up
they hide themselves mp longer, but come forth to meet
the bridegroom. Should we not act according ‘to such
sort towards the Welll'-'berovdd, whose presence makes our
day? When our Liord Christ conceals his face, let us shut

- up our hearts in sorrow, even “as the closing buds at

eve grieve for the departed sunbeams.” - When Jesus
shines upon us with brightness of beauty and warmth

_ of grace, then let our hearits unclasp their folded leaves
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again, and let' them drink in a fulness of light and love.
We miay all try to be alike in this respect, for we all love
Jesus. If we cannot all rejoice in him at this moment,
yet we can all refuse ito rejoice in aught besides. And
there 13 no mere fancy in such refusal; ffor how can the
flower of the day be content without the' sun, and how

- can 'we be happy without our Lord? The poet says,—The

tyrant night oppresses the innocent flower until its pure
deep eyes are wet with tears; but when the. conquering
sun appears the flower smiles through its tear-drops. The
Pharisees complained that, while they oftenr fasted, the
disciples of Jesus 'did not fast at all. Well did the Master

answer them, “Oan ‘the children of 'the bridechamber .

mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with them? but the
days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken from
them, and then shiall they fast.” ”
.Now, this is true of us all. While Christ is with us
we could not be sad if we were to try; and if he be once
gone we cannot be glad, however much we may attempt

to be so. He is everything to us — our joy, our hope, our .
all. Our bliss depends, not upon what we are in our- .
selves, but upon what he is in himself. What a songster. .

sung fto a flower may,be fitly applied to every. believer; he
would have fit joy in the sun, and so he S'ings —_—

~

“ *Tiglthine to rest in his embrace,
Nor labour to be sweet and fair;
Do thou but gaze i-nl:to his face,
Angd all thy beauty shineth there:
Heaven fthee hath made a mirror in whose sheen
The shining of yon sun is in sweet beauty seen.”

Here, then, is « clear point‘of union for all believers of

sy
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every shape of character. We are one in our need of
Jesus, one ‘in our joy in him, one in our growth beneath
his heavenly influences. To him we iturn as the helio-
trope tturns ‘to the sun, and towards him we are moving

"~

as truly, though as slowly, as the purple orchis moves
towards the south, the land of the sun. Oh, to dwell in
the unclouded 'glory of the Sun of righteousness for ever-
more! .

ROME AT WORK IN THE MARITIMES;
PROTESTANTS DEAD OR ASLEEP

. IN THE Maritime Provinces, the Roman Catholic

'Church has been making great strides .and has as-
sumed a new importance in the life of this part of the
Dominion. At the moment the number of French Roman
Catholics in New Brunswick. is nearly equal the number
of Protestants in the province; very soon the Church of
Rome will claim the devotion of the majority of the in-
habitanits of that province,

- Canada will thus. have two provinces in which the

Roman Churech is the church of the majority and in which
‘French is the language of large numbers. One would think
that Maritime Protestants would be especially anxious
about this situation and be engaged in extensive evan-
gelistic work and a teaching ministry informing Protes-
tants of the true nature of Rome. :

Such is mot the case! Protestants for the most part
seem ‘to be absolutely asleep and their leaders are busy
" fraternizing with the Pope’s men. A friend of THE Gos-
PEL WITNESS sent us the July issue of the Mount Allison
Record which is the publication of the Alumni of Mount
Allison University (United 'Church). On page 46 is a
large picture of the President of Mount Allison (a United
Church clergyman) together. with the Superior of St.
Joseph University (Roman (Catholic). Beneath the pic-
ture is a caption “SALUTE TO THE ACADIANS”.
Then these two paragraphs appear:—

Two hundred year ago Fort Beausejour fell to the British
and under orders from Boston they expelled the Acadians
burning many of their homes, including houses in the Sack-
ville area. 'At the Mount Allison Spring convocation this
year ‘President Flemington, having in mind the anniver-
Sary, introduced the Superior of St. Joseph University,
Rev. Theodore Gallant, and extended special greetings.
President Flemington has been referring in recent ad-
dresses to the predictions of interesting developments in
New Bruswick as the New Brunswickers of French and
English origins approach -equality in numbers. Those
with Acadian' and Loyalist ba;crle:&u-ound‘_s had suffering as
a bond, he recalls. Both suffe expulsion. On'a sunny,
peaceful afternoon pledges of friendships and co-operation
were, exchanged, PR
'l!-Igw c_qmplacen-‘t!——“Presu'denrt Flemington has-been re-
' ferrm-g in recent addresses to the predictions of interest-
ing developments in New Brunswick ‘as the New Bruns-
Yvwkers of French and English origins approach equality
in numbers.” Is “interesting” the word to describe such
a tragedy? We would suggest ithat it is “alarming”, “dis-
astrous” or “terrible”. These Protestants who play at
religion, however, see this development as “interesting”.
§ : .

: , “ The-Baptists .
Unfortunately the Baptists have not made any better
showing. President Kirkconnell of\ Acadia University
(Baptist) has been too busy receiving degrees from
R_.oman ‘Catholic Unliversities and so has had no time to'

protest. The institution which he heads has been sold
out to modernism to such an extent that its graduates,
for the most part have no positive gospel tq present in
the face of the claims of Rome. The 1954 Year Book
of the United Baptist Convention of the Maritimes has
an interesting report on Acadia on page 207. There we
read that there has been “continued of Acadia Uni-
versity” and further states that some of the criticism
has included the following: “Theologically the school has
been too liberal; 'the Biblical study too critical; the
approach sometimes too coldly intellectual with a neglect
of warm evangelical fervor’”. Of course these criticisms
are said to be partially justified and some house-cleaning
is' promised. The Dean’s statement however indicates
that the food offered students will be warmed-over mod-
ernism which. robs a man of any message and makes
weakened churches that will never resist Rome. -
Not only is this “Baptist” University absolutely use-
less to real evangelical Baptists but it is rendering as-
sistance to Rome. [Some of this assistance is of a very
positive kind. The Fredricton Gleaner of August 11
carries a story written by a Rae iCorelli. Below is the
heading of the story -and the first part of the article:—

ROMAN CATHOLIC BANQUET AT BAPTIST
INSTITUTION :
Aims of Acadians’ Bicentennial Celebrations

MONCTON (CP)—The devoutly Roman Catholic Alcadians
chuckle when ithey tell you about the big banquet they’re hav-
ing August 15 in the dining-room of Canada’s biggest Baptist
university. .

The situation tickles the sharpest sense of humor in the
country. But it’s also a chuckle of gratification. .

For the Acadians feel the function of Acadia Urliversitiein
Wolfville, N.S., only reflects the growth of' mutuwal under-
standing between the French. and English-speaking peoples
of the Maritimes.

200th Annijversary =

This is tthe 200th anmiversary of the Acadian expulsion from -
Nova ‘Scotia by a British governor. ‘So it is easy to see why .
naked animosity, not understanding, was the prevailing senti-
ment for many years, .-

The Wolfville banquet is one feature of a day of celebration
and thanksgiving at the Grand Pre shrine -immortalized in
Longfellow’s poem, “Evangeline”. ’

“We have received terrific co-opersation from the English-
speaking and non-Catholic groups everywhere,” says Adelard
Savoie, 32-year-old general organizer:of the bicentenary.
‘“Newspapers, magazines and radio have all given us ex-
pansive coverage.” .

“We want to malke clear that ‘these celebrations are mnot

. intended 'to emcourage the creation of a ‘state-within-a-state’

mentality on the part of the people. Rather, they are intended
to make us humble and grateful for our renaissance and more

fully congcious of the cultural possessions we have.

“We believe this re-awakened spirit will enable us 'to make
a richer contribution to Canada as a nation.”
7
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We believe that the Roman !Catholics are actually
laughing up their sleeves at the decadent Protestantism
represented- at Acadia. They are to have use of a Ba-p-
- tist University in which to rejoice at their ‘increasing
. -power, in the Maritime provinces. Is this the sfuff of
which evangehcals are-made? i
! ‘Modernism has so weakened Protestant churches and
' semtinaries that its viétims are in mo condition to meet
_ this onward march of Rome. This deaddy thing, which is
. * as great ‘ah enemy as Rome, is 1"ke Rome right from the
- very pit of hell. The answer to Romanism is the gospel
’ in all its purity for modern Protestantism isa bed-fellow
of the Pope. Those who know the Saviour and who will
. '+ widld His Word are the real bulwarks against which Rome
. _. cannot prevail. May the Lord raise up more men of His
own choosing and-more; churches to stand in the breach in
the Maritimes and across this land!
. . o .
*Since writing the above, we have read with shame an
- . article in The Toronto Telegram of August 15. It tells:
- - of-the banquet which was held atAcadia University and
: of the apology of the “Baptist” Unlversftys pres'lden.t
Here is the account: - ’

. . APPLE JUICE' REPLACES WIN E “CON FUQI‘\IG” -
. . ACADIANS BANQUET .

Wo'ltfvull'le, N:S., Aug. 16 .— (CP) — Descendants of the
Acadians' gaﬁher.ed in a candle-lit hall last night for a banquet
%‘t recalied the days lomg -ago of C'hamfplam s Order-of Guod

eer, .

-But the French wine. was mlss‘.mg

Dr. Watson Kirkconnell, president of Baptist Acadia Uhi-

versity and the banquet host, said the university had learned

* at the last minute that wme wasn’t a!llowed on: the school

premises, < ~
" A special apology was d‘lstnlbufted saying: “Our dlsappomt-
<" _ . . .ment]s exceeded by our confusion.”
Anniapolis Va:lley app‘lequlce ‘was swbsmtuted for bhe many
toasts '

- Dr. Kirkéonnel d’ry'ly a.nmoum:ed at the dlose of the banquet\
_that he had received word a temperance group planmed to
commemorate the event by s'brlkmsg a medla.ll‘lon in his honor.

T ’ A Dr. Kirkconnell” i§ certamly a poor opponent to face'
' against Rome.” In.faét he strikes us a collaborator of the.
first- order. Probhbly he is a “hale-fellow-well-met”, but
- by no’ stretch. of the -1mag1nat10n is <he a Baptist or a
Pro‘testan;t If he spent more time in evidngelical work
e th'am Tupning around to Romanist colleges, he would know.
... “that no Christian <¢ollege would allow the "use of wine

i ¢ .. 'host-to 2 Romanist gathermg _ D N

- 1
g ~

- - " IHE NEGLECT OF SALVATION -

“‘How shall we escaspe if we neglect so great galvation.”
e -—Hebrews 2:3.
T SUPPO’SE on your way home, a mn-away horse should

' -you should acdidentally sfhp, where would you be at twelve

- for a'l'l eternity where would you be?. T do not answer the
" question.

) - * o'clock ‘to-night or seven o’dlock to-morrow morning? Or

'I’Just leave it to you to answer: But suppose

! -+ you escape, Taltial accident. ‘Suppose you 'go out by the
ordinary process of wsickness. I will just suppose now
o ‘that your last hour has eome The doctor says, ‘as he goes
Y .o'ut of ‘the room, “Can* get well.”. There, is -something”
. U in ﬁhe faces of those who stand around you that, prophe- .
. 'sie§- that you cannot get welll. You say within yourself,
Where are your comrades now? Ch:

T can "t get: well.”

" nothing there, my dear, nothing there.”

_heavert gone.. The door of mercy shut.

.. on its premises,. and equally 1m'porbantt 1t would not play: -

ddsh sicross ‘the sltreet or between the idock and boat

they 'are off to the gay party that very night. Thev dance

ag well.as they ever did. They drink as much wine. They
laugh as loud . as though you were not dying. They de-
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stroyed your Is'ou'l, -‘but they do not come to help you-to

die. Well, there is. father and mother in the room. -They
are very quiet, but occasionally they go out into the next
room 'arids .weep bitterly.
hevelled. They have not been albﬂe to make it up for three
or ffour days. -There are four or five pillows lying around,

because they have been trying to make you as easy as they-
‘could. On one side of your bed are all the past years of
your life—the Bibles, the sermons, the communion tables,

- The bed is very much dis-.

the offers of mercy. You say, “Tlake them away.” Your"

She says, “There is
Th-ere i8 some-
thing there: - It is your wasted oppou‘tumrbles
procrastinations. It is those years you gave-to the world
that you ought to have given to Christ. They are here,
and some ‘of them put their fingers on your ach_inlg" tem-

mother thinks -you are delirious.

that aWay"’ They say: “There is nothing there — noth-
ing.”

not take it away.- You say, “How dark it is getting in
the room!” Why, the burners are ail lighted. Your fam-

ily come' up one by one and tenderly kiss you good-by. -

Your feet are dold, and the hands are cold, and the lips

“are cold, and they ‘take a small mirror and they put it/
over your mouth to see if ‘there is any breathing, and that
- mirror is ‘taken away without a single blur upon it; and -

they whisper through the room, “She is gone.” And then
the door of the body opens and the soul flashes out. Make
room*for the destroyed -spirit. Down! down! down!

"It is your '

\

‘ples; and some of them feel for the strings of your theart, - -
and some pitt more thorns in your tumbled pillow, and.
.you say, “Turn me over”; and rt'hey turn you over, but
_ alas; there is a more appalling vision. You say, “Take

There is — an open grave tthere; the judgment is
there; a lost eternity is.there. Take it away' They can-

Shove back that door! Lost! Let it come in to'its eternal :

residence.- Woe! woe! No cup of merriment now, buf the
cup-of the wrath of Almighty God. - The last chance for
The doom sealed.
The blackness of darkness for ever!
Herod ‘is ‘there.. Robespierre is there. The debauchees.
are there. The mulrderers are there. All the rejecters of
Jesus 'Ohrlst are there. And you will be there 'unless you
repen.t

~—T, DEWITT TALMAGE

THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION
" ByDR.C.D.COLE ‘
Doan of Toronto Baptist Seminary "
A first class, 24-page booklet on #his basic'
Scriptural truth. The best we have read
on the subject of election. Order one for

yourself and some for Christians and
;tuden*l’s

Ten cents each twelve for a doflar

.THE GOSPEL WITNESS
I30 Gelfrard Sfreef Ea_s'l'. Toronto

Voltaire is .there. -

‘Order from: A
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KNOWING AND DOING

. A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields !'.

L]

Dehvered 1n Cooke 'S Preﬂbytenan lGhurch Toronto, {I‘hursday Evemng, J anuary 261:h 1939

’ ('Stenographlca:lly ‘Reported)

- Lesson Tex‘t John, cHaprer 13, verses one +to seven'been

E DIVE in a day.when ‘much that passes for evan-’

'V . gelicalism, for loyalty to the great essentials of
‘the ‘Christian faith, is .very largely a religion of enio-

tionalism, a religion of feéling. I had someone come to
‘me quite recently whose great trouble was that he was-.

unable, to “feel” as he thought he ought to feel -He had
hisg Imoods his varying frames of mind, and-he tried to
- whip hlmself into a devotional attitude, so that he might
feel as he thought he ought to feel.

Now feelings have their place, and our emotions ought,
of course, like all our other powers, to be sanctified to
‘bhe gervice of the Lord. But what I want to remind you
‘is. that the religion of Christ in all its aspects is designed
for people of -intelligence, to whom the Lord has given
understand'mg You remember in the thirty-second Psalm
we are admonished: “Be ye mot as the horse, or as the

- mule ‘which have no ufiderstanding : whose mouth must

. will known by communicating it to his feelings.

- ADMONISHED TO KNOW CERTAIN THINGS.

'be held in with bit and bridle, lest they come near unto
thee”. The only way you can- Tead a horse or a mule is
. -through his feeling — he has no understanding. You
. use the Whl'p or the bit; but in some way you make your

But we
are different. We are not to be driven with bit or bridle,

. or with whip. God has given us underﬂtandmg He has

given us minds that are able to receive the truth; and
therefore it is imperative that the child of God should
‘know certain things. That, indeed, is the characteristic
of God’s children: they are dlstmlgulshed from all others
. by what they know, primarily. “This is life eternal, that
they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom thou hast sent.” “We know that lthe Son of God

*is,come, and hath vglven us an -understandmg, that we’
, may know him that is true, and we are in him that is

true, even in his Son Jesus Christ.” Pauwl said: “T know
whom I.have believed, and am persuaded that he is able
to lkeep. that which I have committed to thim against that
day.” Again, “We know that if our earthly house of this
ta’bernacle were dissolved, we have a'building of God, an
“house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens:” Jesus
. -said to Nicodemus, “If I have told you earthly things, and
ye believe not, how shall ye believe; if I tell you of heav-
enly th'mgs ; again He 8aid: “We @peak‘th-at we do know,
.and testlfy that we have seen; and ye receive not our
- witness.” “These (things) are written, that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing ye might have life through his name.”

I

S0 THROUGH THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS WE ARE
The obligation
rests upon the Lord’s children to know ‘the will of God.

“ought to be a student of the Bible.

We are not to remain in ignorante of it.. There is no ex-
cuse for religious ignorance. God’s children are to be

.men and women- of spiritual intelligénce whose minds are

open to the ‘truth: “Ye shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free.” We are not to be like “dumb,

driven cat'ble", we are not to depend upon our moods,'
upon our feelmlgs
knowledge, And it is our o‘bhgatlon to know the will of"
God. You remember the two ‘servants:.one knew their
lord’s ‘will, and of him it is said: “That servant, which
knew his lord’s will, -and prepared not himself, neither
did "according to his will, shall be beaten-. with many
strl-pes But he that knew not, and did commit thm-gs
worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes”;

* “To. him. that knoweth to do good, and doe'th it not, 'to

him it is sin”

~ Now that prmcmle zmposes upon all believers a certam C
measure of . responszbzlzty

‘God has given to us His Word
that we may know it, ‘that-we may study it. - And- yetA .
how many, of ‘the. Lord’s children there are who do not
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord ahd -~

Saviour, Jesus Christ! How many.there are who neglect - -
* their Bxb]es'

"If! theéy were to steal, to tell an untruth,
to bear false' witness’ dgainst their neighbour, and so. on,
then they would féel that they had really- committed® an
offence against God. But let it-be just as clearly under-
stood that if we idle our time, oy fail to make time to
study the Word of God, to know the Word of God, then
by our neglect to stady His-Word, or to inform- ourselves
of the.things which He has written for our learning, our
neglect of these things is a gin for which we need to
ask forgiveness. We ouight to recognize that it is a part
of our Christian duty every day we live, to know some-
thing more about the .word and will of ‘God.. And there

"ig no other way of knowing certainly and authoritatively

the will of God-*save through His inspired and infallible
Word. I know no other way by which ‘the will of ‘God .
oan be communicated to us save through His ‘Book, and
that means that every Christian, without any exception,
Not the minister
only, not ‘the church officer or-Sunday School teacher— -

. but everyone. And will you try to keep this in mind, that

the day that passes without our- increasing our store of

.spiritual knowledge; the day that we allow to pass wjth-

out making a definite effort to increase our 'knowledge
of the Word of God is a day for which we need to ask
forgiveness. We ought to be, with the passing of every
day, somewhat wiser,» somewhat more fully informed.
And only as we -grqw"'in knowledge, ‘can we grow in
grace. Grace and 'peace are to be multiplied to. us
through the knowledge of God, and of ‘Christ Jesus our,
Lord'

we are to depend upon our spiritual . '
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Suppose you owed.someone something, or suppose you
were under obligation to someone, and a message were

duly delivered at your house, in. your. name, and you.

were to leave that communication unopened, and then
when the time of payment comes you just plead that you
had received no notification! *Oh, it was delivered. We
hold the receipt for it.” “Well, I neglected it. I did-not

open it.” “But you recelved it; and you ought to have

read it.”

Now '‘God has given to us His Word, so that we may
know His will. Let it be understood: ‘t:hat as intelligent
creatures, people to whom God has given His Spirit, we
recognize the truth that the spiritual content of this Book
—inasmuch as it is the very thought of ‘God, wrapped up
in a manifold faghion in these inspired words by the
Spirit of God—can be unfolded only by God Himself.

~  When T used to travel much — some of you remember;
about @ thousand miles a week — T was on the frain as
much as T was off it. And in my bedroom I had a bay

" window, and a shelf in the window, and my bags were
never put away. They were always there, and when I
was going anywhere my wife would assemble the things
ghe knew I would take. ‘She mever packed them, but she
assembled them so that I could pack them myself, because
I used to say to her, “If I put them in, I will know how
to take them out. I shall know just where every article
is.”

Now the Lord packed this Book with trut“h The Spirit
of God breathed into it, and “holy men of God spake as
they were moved by the Holy Ghost”. He packed our bags
for us. It used to be not uncommon — I hope it is still
not uncommon — among Christian parents if a boy or

girl were going away from home, after being given in-_

struction by father and mother, whatever else was put
into the bag, a Bible was put into. the bag, and they were
admonished to read it. The Lord gave us His Book; He
packed the Bag, and He is the only one Who can unpack

* it. We each have a private tutor. You remember how
our Lord spake parables to-the multitudes, and then' when

- he was alone with His disciples, He expounded to them
these parables. What a high and holy privilege it must
have been to sit at the feet of Jesus Christ, while He
explained these things! Do you wonder that Mary reck-
_oned the “good part” to be to sit at the feet of Jesus,
and hear His words? actually to be in His presence, and
to enjoy private instruction in the things of God! )
I am afraid that in our spiritual life many of us are
tempted to endeavour to make progress by proxy. We
want other people to pray for us. We want other people
to study the Word of God, and tell’ us what they have
found, instead of studying it for ourselves. Let us take
full advantage of people who have larger knowledge than

ourselves, so far as we can;.but that will never excuse .

‘us from the obligation to study for curselves. How mar-
vellously enriched are they who know the joy of finding
things in the Bible for themselves!. 'Sometimes I have
rejoiced when somebody has brought to my attention
something that T have never seen before, I have never
understood before. I am always grateful for:the min-
istry of any teacher who will thus give me the benefit
of his larger learning. But T speak now not so much as
a preacher, but as a simple sinner saved by grace, un-
officially, and say, that I have never had such blessing
in my life as I have had when absolutely alone with God
and His "Word, and with the aid of His Spirit, I have
found things for myself. The Psalmist said he rejoiced
at ‘God’s Word as one who findeth great spoil. Like a

prospécbor going through the wilderness, and looking for
gold and finding none perhaps for a long time, and then
at last he comes upon 'a rich vein, and he has only to dig

-and become rich. What a marvellous experience, when

the Lord permits us thus to come upon some hidden.
treasure, and by the direction of His Spirit to dig it cut
for ourselves! There is a freshness about it, a flavour
that you never get in any other way

I have often said to you that we who live in the city
have to take things second-hand. There is a flavour
about the thing that you 'get for yourself right from
your owm .garden, fresh and ¢érisp, perhaps with the dew
still on it, that you miss- entirely when the thing has
been crated and sent by cold storage -~ I do not know how
far.

But ‘some people never get their religious food first-
hand. They get it at a delicatessen store, always getting
things out of a “can”.
out of a “can”: live ot of the Bodk itself. Get it first-
hand.

I remember being in a home once where t'here was smk-
ness. Someone. was quite il. A friend came in and
recommended some liguid ozone. And there was a bottle
of it there. Just then the doctor came in and saw this
bottle, and someone sald “Is that bottle all right for the
patient to take, doctor?” . He laughed and said, “Yes;
if you like to take it that way. I just open the wmdow,
and take it for myself. first-hand.” -

It is a good thing to receive our mstructlon from the
Word of God

) II. .

AND IN THE NEXT PLACE, SPIRITUAL KNOWLEDGE IS
ALWAYS GIVEN TO US THAT WE MAY TRANSLATE IT INTO
ACTION. God. tells us something in order that we may do
something, Yes; I know that we may be something, new
creatures, born agam His children. But a very large part
of (God’s Word is written particularly. that we may know,
in order that we may do. During the War, as T went
to various camps, I saw orders that had come .from
Headquarters. They were posted up in the Officers’
Mess, and other places. And there was a set phfase: “For
your information and necessary action”. When an order
was given, it was “for your information”, and 1mfplled
in that was the obligation to act.

That is what the Lord says here, that knowledge is
given for our information, and for our necessary action,
for the action that grows out of that information, and

if we are to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our .
-Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, we are to be conformed

to the image of God, not to be conformed to ‘this world, -
but to be transformed by the renewing of: our minds. -

That is why God: gives us information.

I am afraid that many of us fail at that point.
allow ourselves to suppose that we have made real pro-
gress merely by the acquisition of knowledge. Well, it is
a step in the right direction, of course, but in the ma-
-jority of instances such knowledge is given to us in order’
that we may know what .we ought to do in given clrcum-
stances. We are not called to a life of idleness.’

I was talking to a man to-day about the terrible effect
upon men who want to work, who would give almost their
lives to get something to do, who would be willing to work

-for almost nothing if they could just get a living. It is

a sad thing to be without employment, without any ac-

‘tivity of any gort. It is a sad thing to be religiously

unemployed But I venture to say that of the hundreds

I was going to say, do not live '

.

-We
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of thousands of people who profess and .call themselves
Christians, there ‘is but a .very small fraction of them
who are not religiously unemployed. It is true of almost
any church that if you want some visiting done, and you
call fifty men together, and they promise to do a piece
of work, if five of them keep their promise you would
reckon yourself to be very fortunate. People just sxmp]y
will not bestir themselves — they won’t work.

The Word of God was given to us that we might work,
not merely that we might know, but that we might know
_ and do. I do not think there are any of us that really

overwork ourselves, religiously. I hear people complain
sometimes of their Iburd'ens, and all that they have to do.
I sométimes hear of ministers complaining. There are,
-of course, varying degrees of physical strepgth, and one
can stand more than another. And when physical health
fails, God does not expect us to do the impossible, but
. He does expect us to work — work — work, to do things.
And He gives us knowledge that we may know how to
do, and what to do. Do we ask ourselves day by, day:

“What orders did I receive from Headquarters to-day?.

What item of knowledge has the Commander-in-Chief
communicated to me to-day for my ‘information. and
necessary action’?”. Well, I received the information.
“Have you done that piece of work?” “No.” ‘Well, you
are answerable to the One Who gave vou the knowledge.
He gave it to you that you might act.” Only by such
constant activity can our characters be really formed. You
.cannot become a swimmer by listening -to lectures on
swimming.

You, cannot become expez‘t in anything, I do not care
what, 'by mastering merely the theory of it. Ask anyone

who is proficient-at the piamo, the organ, the violin, the

whole realm of music. They may study the theory of
music for ever, but they will never become a proficient
performer until they have reduced that theory to practlce,
and practice all the time. And it is only as these prin-
.ciples are wroug-hft into ‘the fibre of the man’s mind that
he does after a while, automatically, the thmg that he did
laboriously at first. But “practice makes perfect”, and
by and by that which was difficult at first became de-
lightful, Take any profession, take any trade you like,
you have to learn how to do the thing, then you must
transiate the knowledge you have into action. And only as
you keep on doing 'the thing will you acquire proficiency
in it. Only by overcoming - difficulties, by subjecting
" one’s self to discipline, and by an effort of the will, can
that thing become part of the man's character until at
last it develops, ndt only mental capacity, but if it relates
to physical exercise, it develops muscle, brain and brawn.
In like manner Christian character is developed.

T remember visiting a certain church in the United
States. I neversaw a church quite like it. Their Pastor
used to say to them at times: “I shall be going all over
“the country preaching. I shall be your Pastor on Sunday,
but sometimes I may be away between Sundays. You
will not see me between Sundays. You will have to ldook
after your own affairs.” Well the Pastor who succeeded
him told me this. He said? “You know, they are like
those chickens that they feed in a cage so that they will
have no muscle. - They have been fed, and fed, and fed,
and they have done nothing. And they won’t do anything.
You cannot get one of them to do a thmg They sit back
. like Pharisees ready to try everyone, and weigh them
in the balances of the sanctuary, and if what you say
.does not fit exactly with what Dr. So-and-So said, you
are called to account. But after Sunday, they do noth-

_ apologize for being alive.’

ing and 'they have no idea that they ought to do anything
bult just sit and drink things in. ‘They are just flabby.”
That is not how to grow.

" I remember hearing Sir Wllfred Grenfell once.  He
told us, in that very quiet way of his, of some of his
adventures in Labrador. That night he related one ex-
perience of being on an ice-flow, and from 'all human
appearance, the end of everything had come. When he .
got through — I had been introduced to him. I forget
whether I took the Chair that night or not, but-I was
on the platform with him — *“Sir Wilfred, you make me
feel as though I want d to crawl in sormewhere and
’ As a young man he went once
to a place in London where D. L. Moody was preaching.
He was a medical student, and after he had heard Moody
preach, he came out, and he set his teeth, and clenched
his fist and said, “I am going to make this religion of
Christ real, or I am going to ‘chuck’ it.” AN the world
knows how he went to Labrador, that frigid land, and
buried himself, and he made ‘it real, wonderfully real
‘His religion was a religion of -preachmlg' Yes. Of medi--
cal service! Yes; it was a religion of actxon Knowmzz
these things, he did them.

I was thinking to-night as I came to this service, how
we oughtt to sympathize, on a ‘day like this, with our
brethren up in the North. I called at the office on the
way down, and the watchman told me he had just put
out the thermometer. He said, “I put it out at four
o’clock this morning, and it was twelve below zero. At
seven o’clock it was seven below. Tonight it was just
exactly zero. I was up in the north country some years
ago, and I went into one of the foundries.- A workman
showed me a week’s temperatures, and for a whole week
the highest temperature had been four below, and the low-
est was sixity below zero. I said to him, “You can have this-
whole country, so far as I am concerned.” And that
was not as far north as Brother Slade is. What must it

, be in the winter time to carry on the Lord’s work with

the temperature at twenty or thirty below zero! “The
sluggard will not plow by reason of the cold; therefore
shall he beg in harvest, and-have nothing.” We cannot
afford to stop just because it is cold, or because it is
difficult. We know,in order that we may do.

. III.

Now there is a wide range there. ‘WHAT WE DO DEPENDS
ON WHAT WE KNow. I ghould like to remind you, before
T close, ‘of the 'things which the Lord particularly re-
ferred to here: “If ye know these things” — what things?
He had not been teaching them very profoundly at that
time. WHe had risen from supper, laid aside his flowing -
robes, that He might have ‘the greater liberty, and He
took a basin and poured out water, and He washed the
disciples’ feet. And you remember what Peter said, and
His reply. And then He said: “Ye call me Master and
Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. If I then.your Lord
and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash-
one another’s feet. For I have given you an example.
that ye should do as I have done to you.”

‘There -are some bodies of people who practice foot
washing yet as an ordinance. 1 think we have no serip-
tural warrant for that for the reason that in the subse-
quent history of the (Christian Church you find no in-
junction whatever regarding the matter. There is only
one mention of foot washing: “Let not a widow be taken
into/the number under threescore years old, having been
the wife of one man, well reported of for good works:

-

1 ‘
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+ of gome guests at the college.*

. omisgion if that little service were neg'leoted

" would .find. outside all the doors in 'the corrldm

* washed the disciples’ feet, and He said,
amt %o ::1? have. edoneato you.”- Whatever more it that he had been sick, ‘and he-was "able to minister to him, -

* for Jesus' sake.”

A
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- strangers, if she have washed the saints’- feet. ”, But it

was not practiced. 1 do n'ot-thinlk rt!he Lord -vihtended- it

-to be perpetuated L o
But the! Lorgd, stooped to the most memal serv1ce He

exam’ple
meahns, it means that the Christian rman or woman should -
be serv1ceafb1e to other people. Tt is not enough that we
should “SIt and smg ourselves away to everlas*tmg bliss”.

_ Sing as. much as you like, but it does mean that we should
- do things that will be of service to other 'peorple If people
need siich serv1ce, then let us.show it to thém. There are
“all kinds of” serv1ce I cannot. suggest what they are. We

good, helplng someone in sorie way or anotler. Some-

“times it may be by the performance of a very lowly task.

It may be that.you may sometimes fdel a llttle above it.

T have told you of how Mr. Moody polished the shoes’
.They had several Englis
spea'kers at the Institute once, 'in the early days.
in England if you have a\ guest even in a private, house,

- and your ‘guest retired in the evening, he would-1éave his,

--ghoes *outside his deor, expecting to find them polished -
-in the mormn'g It would be almost an unpardonable
If you go
'to an English hotel and you turned in a little bit late,- -you
a pair
of shoes, or two_ pairs.. :Then “Boots” comes along and
he chalks .them, and takes them- away, and they are put

. in their place, and when you 'get up 1n the morning your

shoes ave pohshed for you. » -

Well, - Mr. Moody h'ad these ‘guests, . and at nlght he
went to look-about and see, that - -evefything wa$ in order,
and as he walked- down the corridor, he saw these shoes,
-and ‘he called a couple of students and said, “Look here,
boys these are .English guests, and 1t is the prac‘tlce in
England for any host to 'see that all the guests’ shoes
are -clean: .Will you \Just Iget‘ some blacking and polish
these shoes ” The students’ said, “Mr. Moody, we came
to Iearn to be-preachers, not to polish shoes. “All right,”
ne said, “Go along to bed.” After they had ‘gone, Moody

irmself gathered up the shoeg, 'and he wént back into his
room — T have been ‘in that same room — and he pol-
ished all those shoes. And when his guests got up in
the ‘morning their. shoes were porhs'hed He was_not too -
. big topolish shoes, but those students were. And'1 expect
they spent their time learnmg to be preachers, and. never
learned. |

You know what I mean.” There are some thmgs that
perhaps weé may think ourselves a little bit above® But'
it is a good thing to get down to 'b]acklng shoes, or any
, ‘other kind: of service, whatever the service may rloe It
is among the things that we should know, and do for the
‘Lord’s sake.

“If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them
You Lemembe-r how ‘Paul said :-“We preach not ourselves,
but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants
“The servant is not greater than his

Lord”. "“You are & servant, ” 'He said, “I w1ll show you

- what to ‘do.” -

. Now be serviceable. Let your life e a life of servue
“If 'ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.”
We find our happiness not merely in knowmg, hut in do-
‘ing what we know we ought to do. )

I sald last Thursday mght that I ‘had met someone the

“I- set you an .

Now -

. 1f she Ihave brou-ght up chlldfren, 1f she ’have Iodged night lbefore, a very qu‘let reserved man, I s‘hould Judgrei .
one of the most unemotional men we ‘have in théchurch.’ - -

He had been out v1s'1t1ng, and he was just overflowmg

. with joy. He had found someone who needed some word .
of encouragement He had mlssed this . person from the: .-

morning class, and had gone ourt ‘after “him, ‘and found

tohave a word of prayer with him. A%hd he $aid, “I really.
believe he enjoyed it.” I said, “I don’t know a'bout him,
but,tell me about yourself. Did you have a good time 7”
“T certainly dhd It has been 4 glorious evening.” Know-.

1n|g these ébhmgs he had found hig ha:ppmess m doing .-

em,

T have always greatly admired about Dr. Norris, I do i
not' know how he does it, but ‘there is-one thing that he
does manage to do, and that is, to get his people to work. .
Hundreds of them, Worklng—'workmg—worlmng, inviting

h people to oh‘urch button-holing them, preaching -the_ gOs-

-pel to them, and getting them to church I say there is .
nothing we need more. I thmk I*may say humbly, that

Jarvis Street has received some .instruction; we know a .~

good -deal. ' We know what the Word of IGod teaches us;
but oh, I believe most of us would be 2 great deal happier
if we spent more time in doing the-things we know we
ought to do. Perhaps- someone will say to me, “Pastor,
won't you tell us just what we ought to do.” "Then you

would lose ‘the blessing. We are not to be under orders -

like that. I believe what-we need is to ask God to help °

-us to develop a holy initiative' so that we shall fmd out'-

what - we should do for ourselves. -

Did you ever have anyone Work for you -any of you
women? What if a woman were to come to help’ you house-
clean, and you were to say to-her, “Now, there is'a room -
to be cleaned.” -.She swept it.: And you said, “What -

about that corner?” “Well you ‘did not Jtell me to do that. neo

SWell, do you need to-be told to, do-every little thing.

Camiot you learn tho do things for you*rse'l*f " Let us work. e .

“If we wa.lk with ‘the Lord : P
In the light of His word:" 4

I believe we shall have the Splrl't of God suggestmg all” -
sorts of things that I could not sugges‘t to you, and _no one'
else could sugges‘t them. ’

T had a man in my «church m Lonrdon, and he 'told me .
of the conversion of a friend. ' I knew the man of whom .
he spoke He used to go to Talbot Street Church, London‘ .
and in those days there were no ‘Sunday street cars.'This’
young ‘man had been to church, and he lived away in T:on-
don 'South, where Brother ¢ Gu‘t'hne lives. His name was,
Sh'arp He was getting ready-for bed when .he said to
his wife, after he had- committed himself to the Lord,
“T am not ready for bed. T have somethmg to do first.”
She said, “But it is late. What are you going to do?”
“I am going-to see J. K.” “But he lives away over in the-
other part.of the City.” “I know, but. T just have.to go. -

I believe the Lord would have'iné go.” It was well ohto - °

mldmght when he got there, but there was a light in
the house. He knocked ‘at-the ‘door, and ‘asked for JK.

He found him, with his head buried in his hands, in an’

agony of soul. His friend talked with him, and led 'hlm .
to 'Christ. ‘When. I knew that man he had become a large
employer of labour. There was one man, a commercial
traveller, whom he had tried to get to work for him, but
he had worked for another company One Sunday, night
when I 'got ‘home from church J. K. telephoned me. 'He

On the other hand: “To h'1m that -knoweth to do -goodf '
shall learn from day to day of the opportum-tles of doing. and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” There is one thing that ;.
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said, ¥‘I have ‘been walkmg and tal‘kmg wwh So-and-uSo

" for an hour, and he is:not far from thé kmgdom of God.
What do you suggest?” I -said, “I cannot suggest any-.

_thing except that you put yourself at the Lord’s disposal.”
He said, “I have just leff him at his Iouse

" cumstances. But if you want. me, if T can be- of any serv-

-+ ice, T will be up for an hour of two'yet.” = .

Some time after m1dn1ght my- dbor bell rang, and I
went, to the door, and there stood J K. and the man with
““whom he had been dealing. I turhed to. the traveller and
I.said, “Now, Mr. So-and-So, you are a traveller, are you .

- not?* “Yes “Well you do not make calls upon people'

.affer mldo-mtgh“t Jus't for the sake o*f makmg calls, do

He had not.
.- made any decision.” I said, “If the Lord serids you back
to_him, you go. Find out what your duty js in the cir- -

you?” “No.” " “You }:amea. hére in business?” “Yes "
- “Well,” 1 said, “I think we can do it best on our knees”, R
-g0 ‘we ‘knelt down, and we three prayed, and then gave

thanks to God for the salvation of that soul. And heaven . .

‘was, not- very far away : from any of us that mgh‘t
know these things, happy are-ye if ye do th
There is plenty of wo'rk to be done Let us try to.do. it.

Le't us pray: B

- 0 Lord, ‘we 'ﬂha.nk‘ Theé once- again for (hb,v:mg ca.med us
into fellorws'hmp with Thyself, and having taid upon us this

“It ye

_burden to make Thee known to the end of:the earth. We ~

pray ‘that Thou wilt bless us every one, and help us that
we may draw deéply from these wells of joy which await the
appropriation of . 'Uhose who wifll dlo according to their

knowledge.
We ajsk 1'1: for Jesus’ s'ake, Armen

-

REVEAIJING story is carrled in the pages of The

" IChurch of England Newspaper on July 22. It graphl-_

callvy illustrates the power of Rome.

"ARCHDEACON DISMISSED .

Dared to Criticize R.C.’s

BECAUSE he presumed to criticize the persecut-
ing tactics of the.Roman Catholics, the Archdeacon
of the Seychelles, the Venerable Charles A. Roach,
has been virtually dismissed. The Governor, Mr.
William Addis, complained to’' the Blshop of
Mauritius who asked him not to return.

Presching iri St. Paul’s Cathedral last Sunday, the Arch-
deacon said: “The vast majority of the people of the Sey-
chefles. are descendants of liberated slaves, with mixtures

- of. French and English, for'it was a French Colony for

more than fifty years, from 1742 to 1794 and for Some of
the years up to 1814 when it was last ceded to the British.

The Anglican ‘Church began- work there about 1832 and

the Roman Catholic Church.some 'twenlty ywm luwter

; . Angllca.n Lead ¥ ’
“The Ang'hoa:n‘s thave taken the initiative all along,
stariing ‘the first schools and welfare, but our Church there
has always suffered from lack of a full-time staff. The
Roman' 'Catholics nows ¢laim nearly ninety per cent. of the

population of some 36,000 inhabitants, whereas the Angli- ~

cans ‘are but ten per cenrt However, the influence of the

- Anglicans for good and in ‘the cause of freedom fs. far
greater than would be suggested by their small proportion. -
'an1ili‘ty for

- The Anglican set-up encourages. growth and an
the ‘Church memberss to stand on: theliir own Tee»t d

“Being in iSeychelles has driven me to study more closely

-Roman Catholic methods, and from ithis I would ubter cer-

tain warnings. Of course, those who have lived in Malta |

will know how much freedom of religion there is there in
practice, but have you ‘considered lthat the denial of free-

“"dom of religion ‘in such countries as Italy, Spain and cer-
tain South American Staltes is con'h'an'y to one of the funda-
mentals of 't:he United Nations ‘Chiarter?

Enemies of Freedom '

On' July 4 in ithis pulpit there was pre'adhed a learned
Latin sermon to"the Convocation of 'Canterbury in which
the preacher said, ‘Those Roians wiho lay exclusive claim
to the title of Carbhdlnc, those enemies of all freedom, are
ceaselessly trying to make capital out of 'bhe dlfferences
which sometimes arise from our very freedom.’

“ ‘The enemies” of all freedom.’ The ‘Church of Rome
still maintains the right to use force and to persecute, as

is' made cléar by the. article 'on, Persecution fin the Cathohc.

Encyclopaedia. -In fact, the Church of Rome is committed

to the persecwtmg poh(z' of the papacy which it has never

'repudiabt and, indeed, could mot without und'elmmmn'g
the teax:\}mm!g authority of the popes.

“There have come recenbly to my knowledge two in-

PENALTY FOR CRITICIZING ROME

- that are.attendant upon such a sysem..

’

stances, one of a Roman priest and the other of a '‘theo-
logical ‘student being ‘threatened with b ¢ certified as
ingane. and confined to a asylum if they did not conform
to” the “diredtions of their bishops. And I was informed

. about these from rehalble people who had first-hand knowl-
edge of them. You'may conclude that a similar thing was,
done in the. Argenﬂnn'e for the Government there recently
charged the Rom éarﬂhdlmcs with wromgfully confining -

a certain person t’o an a.s’yllurm :

“T. doulld .give other recent instances of adlherence to the
principle ﬂha-t the end justifies the means.” .

(This mclden't is su'ggesmve and prov1des some very
real lessons upon_pressing rehlglous issues. Further it

. raises an mteres‘tlng -question.

Separauon of Churéch and State

The close connection between the Anglican \Church and
the state brings certain monetary and other ‘advantages -
to the Church but these are more than offset by the evils
If ‘the Bishop
- of Mauritius, had been entirely free from this paternal
association he could have” simply and politely informed
the governor to mind his own business. With the com-
plex association of church-and state, however, this could
be construed-to be a vital part of the governor’s busi-.
ness. ConSequently a clergyman was to all intents and
purposes dismissed because he dared to criticize the per-
secuting activities'of the Church of Rome. .

Whenever there exists any bond between ‘the church
and the state there is bound to be trouble. ~Even if the
relationship is a very flexible one, _s‘fnll it is sufficient to
cause the state ahd its representatives to grant certain
concessions to the religious 'partner and so have a certain
control. ‘This favouritism is unfair to_other religious
bodies and”saps any: ex15‘t1ng' splrrtuall life from the
church that has part in the union. -

Roman Persecution ~ )
¢ From an .Anglican source we have this account of the
“persecuting tactics of the Roman Catholics”. . This
clergyman declares that he'was dniven to study something .
of Roman methods and ‘this study forced him to the con-
clusion that the Roman iChurch is the enemy of all free-
dom and ithat lit is ‘dedicated: to a persecuting policy that -
has characterized its past history.
He makes a poinit in this respect that we should not
overlook. . ‘“The church of Rome is committed to the
rpersecu‘tmg policy -of the papacy w'hldh it has never re-

[
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‘pudiated, and, indeed, could not do without undermining
the teaching authority of the popes.” Hence the perse-
.. cution in 'Colbmbia, Spain and Italy is not an exception
‘to Rome’s rule. * It is the rule. In playing the persecutor
the Church is true to her teachmg, her past and her very
mture
What of the “Red Dean”?

"If this report of the virtual dismissal of Archdeacon
Roach is true, then we wonder .why the Red Dean of
Canterbury cannot be ousted. The Archbishop of Canter-
bury has ‘taken refuge in saying that Dean Hewlett John-
son cannot be dismissed. Are we to assume that a critic
of Rome can be thrown out at will but a communist 1is to
be .shielded ? One man speaks the truth about an enemy
of the 'gospel.(Roime) while another is a staunch repre-
sentative of an anti-Christian philosophy (Communism).
The 'Communist remains; the anti-Romanist is forced out. -
There is something rotten in the state of Denmark! .

HOW I FOUND CHRIST

The Testimony of a Gospel Witness Reader

(The mafl this week brought the following testimony
from a reader of this- paper. We rejoice to learn of
the pant played by “The Gospel Witness” in this
greatest of all work).
EVERAL years ago.I happened to be in. Toronto one
weekend and I was staying in a hotel about a block
or so from Jarvis Street Baptist Church. I had heard
what an awful person was this‘\man Shields who then
was pastor of Jarvis Street, so I decided to visit the
church and get the information firsthand myself. 1
arrived at the church fifteen minutes before the service
was to commence-and that huge church.was packed to—
capacity then. .I thought it rather strange, that so
many.people should come to hear such an awful man as
Shields. T could not find a suitable séat so I wound my
way through that great church until I came to one of the
exits and I sat down on the ‘top step. iSoon the service
commenced. How the choir thrilled me as they sang the
songs of Jesus and His love. The service continued on
- until finally Dr. Shields rose to.speak. I thought to my-
- self, “This is what I have been waiting for” (little
realizing what was in store for me). The man had not
" spoken for more than five minutes before he made me
realize what an awful sinner T was in the sight of
Almighty God, and it just seemed as if he was speaking
to me and to no one else, anth where I was sitting he
could not even see me.
agony of soul I endured. Never before had I realized
what a guilty sinner I was. I sat there for perhaps twenty
minutes and the longer he spoke the more vile I saw that
. T-was. Still it seemed as though it was only me he was
speaking to and no one else. Finally I got up, went down
‘the steps to the outside saying to myself, “I cannot take
that any longer.” Never had T heard a preacher address
me like that before. So I went to my hotel room. When
I got there T was'in such agony of soul that all T could
do was to fall to the floor. T was only there a few minutes
until I decided to return to the church a)gﬂam as I could
not endure the agony. ' So back I went aiid up the same
steps again. I took my seat again on the same step and
‘his great voice was still sounding forth what a fearful
condition the guilty sinner was in before an all-righteous -
God.- When the service was concluded, he gave the in-

The longer he spoke the more -

vitation and I.can see them yet as they came from all
over that huge church and up to the front where Dr.
Shields was standing with the very Smile.of heaven-upon
hiis face. Oh, I thought, if I could only go to settle this

matter, but I stood there trembling, hardly able to stand.

up, let alone to have the courage to go to the front. As
T stood there beholding ithe scene before my eyes, of that
company of seekers asking God,for forgiveness, the devil

seemed to be saying to me, you don’t hlave to go tonight,

you can go some other time: And oh foolish man how
T listened tbo him. So I finally started moving off in the
direction of the front door. Why I did that I do not know
as I could easily have gone down the few steps at the
exit again and in a moment have been outside, but thgs
way T had to walk through the whole church in order to
reach the door. When I was about halfway, there 'was a
lady standing at the end of one of the rows of seats.” She

‘spoke very kindly to.me, although I felt I was in no ‘con-

dition tto get into any conversation with her. All I wanted
_ was tto get outside and that as quickly as possible. Dur-
ing our brief conversation she asked me. if I received THE

GOSPEL WITNESS. I replied that I did not. She had a

c¢opy in her hand and promptly gave it to me, then she
very politely asked me if she could have my name and
address 'as she was anxious to send if ‘to me. I was very
co-operative with her, as my only desite was to get out
of that place, and that as quickly as possible. In due

course THE GOSPEL WITNESS arrived at my home and.

I enjoyed reading it very much. She sent it to me for
about the period of six months but finally it stopped
coming.” The inconsiderate person thiat I was, I never
as much as wrdte and thanked her for her kindness, but
glory be ‘to 'God she will receive -her reward on the
Judgment Day. When I had mot received it for about
two or three weeks I began to miss it so I subscribed to
it myself. A short time later, on September 1st, 1946,
at 6 o’clock in the evening I was reading one of Dr.

Shields’ sermons in 'THE WITNESS when I came face to. -
face with Christ and the burden I had been carrying all.

those years in a flash rolled from,off my shoulders. Oh
the peace I had sought so long just simply flooded my.
soul and how I rejoice today in the knowledge. that my
sins are gone and that my name is recorded-in the Lamb’s
book of Life. If there be any who read thése lines, and

you know mot my Saviour, I plead with you, seek Him~
when He may be found that you too may have the joy

of knowing that your sins are forgiven. May God’s

. richest blessing be yours.
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] CHAPTER NINE

THE ASCENSION: STARTING-POINT OF THE
REVELATIONS ON THE HEAVENLY GLORY
r Reve\la}ion 4 and 5
;' “ A FTER this, I looked . . . A first vision which Has
g been contemplated and appreciated with genuine
? faith, does not create entire satisfaction, but rather
’ arouses a desire to sée more. What a loss it would have
[ been for John — and for us — if, because of their mag-
' . nificence, the revelations concerning the seven churches
E . had exhausted his own sanctified curiosity! - ,
- “After this, I looked, and, behold, a door was opened
in heaven.” How full of significance is this reward
- for the apostle’s spiritual greediness! One or two gen-
erations before, a like privilege was denied to John and
the other disciples: “While they beheld., He was taken
up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. And while
they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he wenit up, two
men stood by them in white apparel: Which also said,
Ye men of ‘Galilee, why §tand ye gazing up into heaven?”
How often, since that day, the apostle’s imagination must
" . thave endeavoured to ‘go beyond that cloud which his eyes

the heavenly welcome afforded the Man of Sorrows, as,
_ - well as His enthronement! For, to the disciple whose
spiritual perception was so acute, the celestial reception
of the ascended Lord must have appeared as the crown-
ing event ‘in Jesus Christ’s ministry, just ‘as it was the
, climax in all the celebrations of heaven.
For the instruction and encouragement of God’s people,
it had become necessary that the prohibition against “gaz-
ing up irito heaven” should be temporarily removed. Now,
the last words addressed to the churches at the close of
the preceding vision were: “I also overcame and- am set
down with my Father in His throne.” Affiter the visions
1 of chapters 2 and 3 — which were still given from an

earthly plane — the natural thing for John to do was
then to hastily obey the ringing voice saying: “Come ‘up
hither . . . ” He neéds not any more “turn” in order
to learn about the earthly churches, but to behold, from
on hiigh, “a throne set.in heaven”.
vision, the present one could only be beheld by a witness
“in the spirit”.

The practical purpose of the vision is to show John
“things which must be hereafter.” Here, one essential
, question must be asked, upon whose answer the whole
v interpretation of Revelation will depend: What is the
starting-point of this “hereafter”? If the chapters of
the book unfold themselves in a chronological order, and’

could not penetrate! - How he must have yearned to see -

More than any other .

A "pevhﬁpnql §in-ég' in..
svelation

by Dr. R. @'@garry- /

~

if the seven letters aim at symbolically describing the
whole course of human history, thén thé “hereafter”
would be the period subsequent to the return of Christ,
which is to bring earthly history to an end. But if this
" “hereafter” starts in the apostolic daysas they are pic-
tured in the letters to the seven churches, then the prac-
tical applications contained in those predictions will be
utterly different. )

Whatever the analogies between history and the con-
dition of the seven churches may be, we must observe
that the order followed in the book of Revelation is not .
rigorously -consecutive. The remark applies to the rest
of Scripture, as for instance to the books of Moses. The
successive pictures drawn in the book more or less over-
lap-one another, rather than follow one another. Whoso-
ever beholds them can, of course, only see them in suc-
cession; but chronology is not the only guide, and he
must discover thé connections between the diffdrent
visions with the help of other lights. Just as there is an
unquestionable chrorological- simultaneity in the varied
conditions which characterize the seven churches in“the
apostolic days, in the same way, the various events de-
-picted in.the remaining part of the book can be in some
ways simultaneous. .

For reasons which we hope will be gradually justified
in the course of our -study, we shall assign the starting-
point of the “hereafter” to ‘the apostolic days. We shall
Jtherefore endeavour to draw from the study of the book
spiritual lessons applicable to our present Christian dis-
pensation. MR

The above interpretation seems justified by the' pro-
logue to what “must be hereafter”. That prologue is
constituted by the fourth and fifth chapters. We believe

“it to have reference to the scenes, beautiful beyond words,
which, in heaven, preceded and followed the ascension -
of the Son of~man, To 'the pastor of the Ephesian church,

“the identification between the celestial visions of chap-
ters 4 and 5 and the ascension of the risen Saviour must
have been natural. For it agreed with his own intui-

"tions, with the teachings of the Master Himself and with
the inspired commentary found in Paul’s letter to the
Ephesians: “That ye may know . . . what is the exceed-
ing greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, 2c-
.cording to the working of his mighty power, which he
wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead,
and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places,
far above all principality and power, and might, and
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this
world, but also in that which is to come: and hath put all o
things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over
all things to the church, which: is his body, the f-\ulness

‘
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of :hmn that fxlleb’h all in all.” (1:19-28). Those verses
_speak of an enthroneinent realized in . the npostolvc days;

. and faithfully deplc‘ted in Revela.tlon 4 and 5.

" The two cha;pters we shall now, purpese to study suc-.

. cessively give us a 'gllm'pse of :. () -The heavenly glory -

which- preceded the ascension of-the Sen of Man (chap--
ter 4). “(2) ' The heavenly glory which followed this ele-.’
vation (chapter 5). In other words: (1) The glory | of -
“the’ Father (2), The glory of the Son. Let us, however
note that the' verse, “I and ‘my Father.'are one”,.also
a.pphes here, and more than anvahere else.

I. THE GLORY OF 'I'I'IE FATHER (CHAPT]:R 4)
"*A. “Behold, a- throne ..

Because of the ‘part it plays;. and lbecause it is men-.

-+ tioned, sevénteen times in our context,- this.throne holds
a -umque position, not only in this part of Revelation, but
. also'in the whole of .Scripture, 'as well as in the whole .0f,
hrs*tory The duvme soverelg-nty is the great Fact and‘
. the great Prmclple The word, .“Thou’ hast created all
things, and. for-thy rpleasure they are and were created,”
not only crowns the cha;pter bu't has a universal apphca-
tlon' - .
This throne is “set in heaven" Steplhen, the- nohle
martyr; makes that statement complete by remmdlmg his
“Heaven is my
And he also echoes
“‘Swear not at all; neither by

. .

throne, and edrth is my footstool.”
the teachings of Jesus:

+heaven; for it jg God’s throne ‘Nor by earth, for it is his

e It

EEY

footstool # The heavenly vision must 'bhere'fore always
remifid us of our earthly inferiority.

“And’ ﬂhere 'was a rainbow round about, the 'throne, in
sightelike. unto an_ emerald” As after the deluge, this
-familiar symbol shows that God is the God of peace and-

- mercy. The. preponderance of ‘the ererald seems to

emphaslze this divine attribute; for we. here behold 'the
‘green hue which science declares to -be the softest and
.the most restful-of colours, as well as the mest w1dely
. found in this world. )

“The “lightnings, ‘thund:enn'g‘s and voices” which pro-_
ceed from the throne seem to ’be, on a lower plane, the
counrtefnpart of. the rainbow in' the higher plane. For
the law which came through Moses has the same celestial
origin as the grace which came by Jesus Christ.

. “"And there were seven lamps of fire burning before
the throne, which are the seven spirits of God.” In con-
trast with,the momentary “hghtnmgl thunderings and

. voices” lt:he eternal Spirit, that is; the Holy Spirit Him-

self, through whom Christ “offered himself without spot-
to God”. perpetually bears witness before the throne -of
Ahe perfect unity which binds 'the three persons of the
divine Trinity.

“And before the ‘throne there was a sea of glass like
_unto crystal.” Two- emplanatlons are here possible, John’s
"vision reminds us of the vision Moses had of the heavenly
pattern for the Tabernacle. If seems #hat,the apostle,
‘beholds here the same sanctuary, trans'flguredl in harmony
"with the change of economy. The ark has bécome the

- throne and the cloud is now ‘the rainbgw. The candlestick

with the seven branches is changed’ 1nto seven lamps of
fire. The altar of incense recalls the prayers of the
saints. The  shew-bread, which represented the " twelve
tribes seems tto reappear, doubled in number, under the
flgure of the twenty-four élders. ‘The laver, whose shin-
_ing bottom mirrored uncleanness, and whose water puri-
‘fied the prlests is brought | back to our memorles by the

“sea of glass like unto crystal”, which bears witness to
the efficaciousness®of the divine solicitude. "According
to a second interpretation, the sea.is a Scnpture symbol
for 'the peoples. But here there. is. no more- unruliness

.nor uncleanness, -for igrace has’ appeased all thmgs the" TS

%

sea is limpid andrsmooth. - XN .
“And , round a'bout/the throne ‘were: four and twenty ..
-geats; and upon the seats I saw fOUr andl twenty elders -

sitting, clothed in white r’alme'nt -and: they *had on their S

heads erowns of gold‘ . The "'almos*t unammous opinion
.is that these elders dTe lbhe mxxed- represenstatlves of the :

- redeemed people of both’ ‘covenants; the humber 24 indi- '

cating ithe total of the liwelve trllbes and the twelve _"
.apostles. They are sitting on t’mrone's s:h'amm'g with God

the same privileges. The'y are clothed in-white raiment, _.'- -

being holy even as ‘He is holy. They are wearlng ‘erowns .
of gold, having shared in the divine victory. :

“And in ‘the -midst of. the throne,. and round about the
throne were four beasts.” The fact that those beings are
.at once “in the midst” an
seems 'to indicate tha*t on aocount of their - inferiority,
they are not “on”-the throne. ' From John's observation-
‘'post, one at least of those who -surround. the throne is ~
- likely to be seen between John and the throne — in the
midst of fit. And’ if, a‘ccord'mg o ‘the- ancient usage, ‘the
four beasts stand 4n a semi-circular e¢ircle around the
throne, their glorious but 1nfer10r posxtlon can thus be
more easily pictured.

{The four beasts “were full of eyes’ before and behind”.
They could then intelligently observe both. God who faced
them, and His works which surrounded them ‘ C

“And the first beast was like, 2 lion, and 'the second
"beast like a calf (or ox),-and ‘the thlrd beast had a face :
as a 'man, and-the fourth beast was like a: flying eagle.”
'Could we not see here the main representatives of the

- earthly creation? The brute nature would be represented
. by the lon, the domesticated-nature by.the -ox, ‘the re-
sponsible nature Iby man, the crowned nature'by the.eagle.

'\

The analogles found in Genesls, in the cheritbim ‘of the:. °

‘mercy-seat, in Isaiali 6 and Ezeklel 1 seem to conflrm
such 1den't1f1cat10n of the 4 beasts. ,

" “And the four beasts had-each of them six wings a'bout
him.” Isaiah goes further into detal-l_ stating that “with

“twain each seraphim covered his .face; with twain he .

covered his feet, and with twain he did ﬂy »” ‘Those wings
are the sym’bols of a sp1r1t of reverence, of submission
and of service., ) _ { '

B. “And one sat on the throne

The maJes't.lc Person who occulples the throne is, f1rst
depicted in His appearance: “And he that sat was to-
look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone.” In Revelation
21, the glory of God is “like unto a stone most precious,
even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal.”. Many com-
mentators suggest that we have here a descriptien of the
queen ‘of ornaments, the diamond, The red hue of ithe
sardine stone reminds us of the blood required. by the. -
divine Justlce and shed by mercy. If the preceding in-
terpretation is well-grounded, 1‘t harmonizes with two all- - -
important elements which are freqruenft]y mentioned. in" .
Seripture, and. which are expressed in Psalm 84: “The
Lord will give grace and glory .

God is also dleplcted in His' nature:
Almlg'h‘by o _—
He is described in ‘His works: “Thou hast created all
thing ) and for 'bhy pleasure they are and-were created.”
‘He is deplcted~ in His attztude serenely sefated on His

|| .,

~

‘The “Lord God

“round about’” the throne S
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throne and en'j'oyin!g an everlasting 'Sabbath. The wuni-
verse has been set in motion, life created, the luminaries
lighted. The Author of all things can Ihencefor'th enjoy
the fruits of His labours.

He is presenfted in His zmmuta,bzlzty “The Lord God
Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come” — “who
liveth for ever and ever” — “They- worship hmm that
liveth for ever and ever.” ’ .

"C. “To God, the glory!” -

During the whole vision, the One occupying ‘the throne
kept a silence as impressive as His immobility. The
worker is greater than his work. It is not for what He
thas done or said, but -for what He is that God deserves
and demands praise. The four beasts have. understood
that., “The Lord cannot:-be covmpared! He can only be
separated.” That is the meaning of their praise since
“holy” means “set apart”. “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God
Almighty which was, and is, and is to come;” in other
words: “Peerless, peerless, peerless, Lord God Almighty!”
And that song of unceasing praise is their own. way ‘of
giving “glory.and honour and thanks to Him that sat on
the throne.” -

‘While that elementary and sublime praise is sung,
another hymn rings out (v. 9). “Night and da'y” there-
fore, the twenty-four elders.render a far superior — and
'bhus more adequate — form of worship. They fall down
before God, they cast their crowns before the throne, they
worship the One seated on the throne. And so expressive

an attitude is completed by words of praise: “Thou art’

worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power:
for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure

* they are and were created.”

Thus, through a spiritual mtellugenlce and a more fer-

‘vent and more beautiful eXpressmn, the redeemed one can

add infinitely more to ‘the praises which, before re-

generation, were already due to Him that requires from.

all His creatures to glorify Him as God..

II. THE GLORY OF THE SON (CHAPTER.5) '

A. “A book written . . .”

In this second vision, the book, and not-the throne, now
arrests most of our attention. For if the throne is the
seat of the celestial Being, ithe book is the seat of divine
thought. Eight times in nine verses it is mentioned, but
always in connection with the throne and the divine sover-

" eignty symbolized by the throne. The words: “Worthy

is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches,
and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and

blessing”, 'tog‘ether with other indications, suggests that

“to be worthy to open 'the book” is to be worthy of enter-
ing into full possession of those divine privileges. The
book would then be the official d'ocu'men‘t establishing
the rights, of the Lamb of God 'to the prerog'atlves of the

‘heavenly royalty.

*“A book written within and on the backside.” This

- would indicate that it thoroughly and perfectly deals with
- all the sublime and mysterious matters which it contains.

It is “sealed with seven seals”; thus is’emphasized its
superhuman nature, and the dlvme purpose to reveal its
contents only gradually.

It is “iin the right hand of him that sat on. the throne.”
It transcends and replaces the royal sceptre of sover-
eignty, so solemn and so formidable.

“And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under
the earth, was wable to open the book, neither to look
thereon.” The grandiose designs c'ontained in the book

cahnot be penel:rated by the twenty-four glorified elders.
even less by the most 1ns1gmf'1cant and guilty beings in-
cluding the lower spheres :

Before that universal unwoz‘thmess, even the’ mag-
n1f1cent vision of the throne could not prevent Ji ohn from
“weeping much”. .

\

B. "“The Lamb that was slain is worthy to open the
book!” -

“And one of the eldels saith unto me, Weep not: be-
hold;, the lion of the tribe of Juda, the root of David,
hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven
seals thereof.” '

- (Never was any word of comfort more -blmely and more
soothing. The most runconsolable of griefs vanishes away
after the titles of Jesus have been enunclated, which John
knew to be pérfectly legitimate.

But as the disciple’s mind goes to his Master, the latter -
appears under more impressive and more glorlous fea-
tures than those of -theion of the tribe of Juda: “And
I beheld, and 1o . . . stood a Lamb 'as it had ‘been slain.”
No one could .bet‘ter understand the deep significance of
the vision than the disciple who was later to record in
his Gospel the testimony of John the Baptist: “Behold,
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world I”

The Lasnb had “seven horns and seven eyes, which are -
the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all- the earth”,
Thus supreme power and highest knowledge are “at--
tributed to the Lamb.

“And he came and took the book out of the: rlght hand

.of him that sat upon ‘the throne.” The biblical symbolism

applies 1o one thing at a time. ,By His' sacrifice, Jesus _
Christ takes upon Him the form of a Lamb. By ap-
propriating the sealed book, He takes up- again ‘the fea- -
tures of a Ig-lorlfxed human bemg -His right.to.the royal -
prerogatlves is confirmed by His sacrlﬁce - Sacred mo-,
ment in the celestial history ‘when the Son of God ré-
ceives the highest ‘and begt-deserved reward:in eternity
past and future! Never must the heavenly courts have
witnessed a more stirring- scene than the enthronement -
of the slain’' Lamb! And as.our Redeemer ‘once again
solemn’ly ttakes possession of Hik regal titles,. He takes
pal‘t in something much more important than the mar-
riage supper of the Lamb, or rl:he supreme. J udgmenrt of
the world. .

C. “To the Son, the gloryl” - -

o~
The spiritual discernmerit- of the four beasts-and the -

.bwenty-»four elders is again spontaneously mamfested

“And when he had taken the book the four beas'ts and -
four and twenty elders fell down 'before the Lamb, having -
every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours;
which are the prayers of the saints.” The noblest picture
fades away before the scent divinely depicted: The celes-
tial beings unife their songs—to those of- the  redeemed
whom they now represent, The theme of their _praise is
the atoning work of Jesus Christ, a work so extraordinary
that il necessitates a “new song”: “Thou art worthy to -
take‘the book, and to open the seals: thereof : for thou wast
slain, and hast redeeméd us to God by %hy blood out of

‘every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; and

hast made us unto our God klngs -and: priests; and we
shall reign on earth.”

The attentive o‘bserver who speaks elsewhere of what
he has “seen and heard” concerning ﬁhe ‘Word of Life,
records the following: “And-I beheld and T heard the
voice of many angels round about the throne and .the

-
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beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;
saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was
slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and
strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing!” The
theme of this enlarged choir is therefore the increased :
dignity conferréd upon the Redeemer on His return- in
Heaven: ! ) K
“And every creature which is in ‘heaven, and on the
earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea,

: and W]l that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and

honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth
upon the ‘throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.”
Here, all those who had been unable to open the book
take up in their turn the song fo the praise of the Lamb
sung by the spotless beings. They rightly associate the
equal merits of the Redeemer and of the One seated on
the throne. Would it be exaggerated fancy if we counted
among those unanimous {estimonies the dejected con-
fession of ithe Usurper and his accomplices ascending
from “under the earth”? . /

“And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and
twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth
for ever and ever.” ‘We have here the characteristics of a

"true witness: by the words of his mouth he praises God

for the blessings enjoyed as a man and by his attitude

_h'e gives thanks for being a redeemed one. -

SPURGEON ON MODERN PROPHECY

“And without . controversy great is the mystery of
goc.llin_esg: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the
pirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed
- on in the world, received up into glory.”
- ) —1 Timothy 3:16.
ET me also say that I do not perceive anything in this
summary tending. remorkably to exalt’ prophecy. 1
would not make this, remark’were it not that there is-
a certain troublesome sect 'abroad nowadays to whom ‘the
one thing needful is a “perpetual speculation upon pro-
phecy. AN ‘the bélls in their steeple ring out “prophecy!
prophecy! prophecy!” They plume themselves upon an
expected secret rapture, and I know not what vain inmag-
inings beside. Where prophecy is preached in connection
with their shibboleth, there the gospel is preached;~and
all ministers beside their own, however honoured by God,
are railed at by them as part of Babylon, against whom
men are fo be warned. They, forsooth, are wise men,
and can afford superciliously to loock down upon their
fellow ICh¥istians as the slaves of sect and system, being,
I venture to say, far more‘sectarian than the worst of
us, and more bigoted to their system than Romanists
themselves. My dear friends, if you have any time to
spare, and cannot find any practical work for Jesus, study
the dark places of prophecy, but do not read modern

- prophetical works, for that is a sheer waste of time and

nothing better. Hold off as you would from a serpent
from the idea that the study or preaching of prophecy is
the gospel, for ghe' belief that it is so, is mischievous be-
yond conception. The gospel which is to be vehemently

declared is this:—“God 'was manifest in the flesh, justi- -

fied in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gen-
tiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.”
Bo Jong as London is reeking with sin, and millions are
going down to hell, let us.leave others to prophecy, let
us go with anxious hearts fo seek after souls, and see
if we cannot by the iSpirit's power -win sinners from
going down into lthe pit. ’ ’

Y

\
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A NOTABLE TRIBUTE

From Jonkoping; Sweden, Dr. H. C. Slade sends us this
_ interesting piece of news. .
LTHOUGH many fine tributes have been paid to th
imemory of Dr, Shields by various denominations,
societies, groups, and individuals, the one passed by the
T.C.)C.C. Regional ‘Conference which met in Jonkoping,
Sweden, July 31 ito August 7, was of peculiar significance.
It was composed by -Professor Van der Schuit of the
Netherlands, who, from the very beginning of this Twen-
tieth iCentury Reformation movement, served with Dr.
‘Shiields on the Executive Committee. While serving to-
gether in this capacity of leadership, their mutual esteem
and affectioni became very strong. The tribute took form
of a resolution and at 'a very large gathering on Thurs-
day: evening, August 4, was passed, not only unanimously,
but most héartily, Below we print the resolution in full:

}

When we think of the late Dr. T. T, Shields we ware led to
ask the question: “What constitutes the greatness of a man
who stiands in tthe battle for the truth of God?”.It is not the
position in which he was born. Nor is lit the success that he
attained, It is faith alome. Just read the book of sacred
history. ‘'Who was Israel’s hero in dangerous times? It was
a young man like David, who said to ‘the I_’hi-llisrg::le: “Thou
comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, %nd with a
shield: but I come ito fthee in the name of the LORD of hosts,
the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied.”
(1 Samuel 17:45). I't was not Ahab with his 400 prophets of
Baal; it was Elijah, who was more ithan all the house of
Ahab. Not the mighty Nero, but Paul who could say: “I
hiave kept the faith.” It is in the ranks of such heroes that
we find our unforgettable brother, Dr. Shields. He was a
real hero, but nowhere was he greater than where he humbly
bowed before his God. Dr. Shields was powerful because he

“was weak in himself — Almighty God makes heroes_out of

weak men who are enabled.even! to die in Him! | -

By the goodness of God, who orders our steps, we had the
great privilege of meeting Dr. T. T. 'Shields. We first met
at the time when the Intermational Council of Christian
‘Churches was founded in Amsterdam, 1948. ,

Although he was unmovable so far as principlés were con-
cerned, - he always longed for the close -fe'llowdlna of those
of like precious faith. He was a preacher after the pattern
of Paul’s epistles. In his powerful denunciation of the Roman
‘Catholic hierarchy and modernist criticism he invariably laid
fthe axe to the root of these corrupting treés. . ]

Dr. iShields’ paper ‘“The Gospel ‘Witness” had many thou-
sands of readers throughout .the world. From week to week-
‘the editor:was himself a real witness to the Gospel which
he so gloriously proclaimed. Dr. Shields had many friends
throu, gﬁ out the world. By his firm persomal convictions and
his inspiring writings he encouraged the Christian soldiers in
this day of apostasy to stand fast and to‘vigorously fight
the good fight of faith. - :

The remembrance of Dr. Shields will be to us a continuous
blesging. In the home-going of fthis great champion of the
faith we have lost much. Yet that which remains is more!
A great worker has left us. The work that remains to be

" done is greater still.

Dr. Shields, 'as @ modern Elisha, was deeply convinced that
“they that be with us are more than they that be with them”
(2 Kings 6:16). When our -eyes are opened to ithis glorious
truth, we go on confidently and courageously in lthe power
of God, the first ﬁ:ms_tion not being what we are doing, but
what we are. In the Kingdom of God it is not tthe mumber of
people but the standard of truth that counts. If God be for
us, who can be against us? .

In this strength Dr. Shields continued to the end. So shiall
we by Divine Grace, standing shoulder to shoulder, carry on. -~
the remembrance of him be made such a blessing that
it can be said the same ispirit rests upon us. Then the waters
of Jordan will part and modern Ahabs will come to -hear:
“I have not troubled Israel; but thou and father’s house,
in ‘that ye have forsaken' the commandments of the Lord”
(1 Kings 18:18). 'Our weapons are nob carnal, but spiritual.
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So lb'mg as the 1.C.C.C. will not forget its leaders such as
Dr. T. T. Shields, its battle in the Lord will not be lin vain.
In conscludmg, let us lay to heart the words of Paul, “We
inlgy against the truth, but for the 'tmﬁh »
In so doing we shall hear the word of the Lord saying: “I
am thy ghield, and thy exceeding great reward” (Gen. 15:1).
Blessed is e who under this shield may press forward to
the future. When he will have come to tthe end of the ba.t‘!:le,
he will humbly bow his head and lay aside his armour, as
Dr. Shields hias now. done! "In this 'mood we gather at hls
last resting-place, saying: .
© “Sleep on, beloved brother. Take thy rest
Lay down thy head upon 'the Saviour’s breast.
We loved |ﬁhee well, but Jesus loved thee best.”

Jor Youngor Feadors

FOR THINE IS THE POWER .
“I can"t do it—it’s quite impossible. I've tried five
times and can’t get it right”—and Ben Hartley pushed his
book and slate away in despair, Ben was a good scholar.

.He was at the head of his class, and was very anxious {o

stay there. But the sums he had now to do were very
hard. He could not do them, and was afraid of losing his
place in the class. Most of the boys had some one at home
to help them; but Ben had no one. His father was dead,
and his mother, though a good Christian woman, had not -

. been to school much when a girl, and she could not help

Ben.

Mrs. Hartley felt sorry for her son’s pérplexﬂ;y, and
quietly said, “Then, Ben, you don’t believe in the Lord’s
prayer ?”

“The Lord’s prayer, mother! .Wlhy, there’s nothing
there to help a boy,do his sums.” :

X0 yes, there is. There is help dor every troyble in

' life in the Lord’s prayer, if we only knew how to use it.

T was trying along time before I found out what the
last part of this prayer really means. I'm no minister
of scholar, Ben, but I'll try to show you. You know that
in this prayer we ask God for our daily bread; we ask
Him to keep us 'from evil, and to forgive us our sins; .
and then we say: “For Thine is the kingdom, and the

power, and the glory.” It’s God’s power that we rely on.

—mnot our own; and it often helps me, Ben, when I have
something hard to do. I say, “For Thine is the power—
this is my duty, heavenly Father; but I can’t do it my-
self; give me Thy power to help me;” and He does it, Ben,
He does it.” .

Ben sat silent. It seemed almost too familiar a prayer.
And yet he remembered when he had to stay home from
school because he had no clothes fit to go in, how he
prayed to God about it, and the minister’s wrfe brought
him a siit the very next day. “But a boy’s sums, mother!
it seems such a little thing to ask God about.”

“Those sums_are not a little thing to you, Ben. Your
success at school depends on your knowing how to do
them. That is as much to you, as many a greater thing
to someone else. Now I care a great deal about that,
because I love you. And I know your Father in heaven

. loves you more than 1 do. I would gladly help you, if I

could; but He can help you. His “is the power;’ ask Him
to help you.”

‘After doing an errand for his mother, Ben picked up
his book and slate and went up to his little room. Kneel-
ing down by the bed, he repeated: the Lord’s prayer. When
he came to—“Tlune is the kingdom,” he stopped a mo-

ment, and then gaid with all his heart, “ ‘And Thine is the
porwer, heavenly Father. T want power to know how to
do~these sums. There’s no one else to help me.- Lord
please 'give me power, for Jesus’ sake; Amen.”

God answered his prayer. He tried once more to work
out ‘those sums. After thinking over them a little while,
he saw the mistake he had made in neglecting one of the
rules for working the sums. He corrected his mistake,
and then he fouhd they all worked out beautifully. The
next day he was head of the class; for he was the only
boy who could say that he had done the sum himself,
without getting any one at home to help him.

“And yet I was helped, mother,” said Ben, “for I am

-sure my Father 'in heaven helped me.” But that was not
what the teacher meant. After this Ben never forgot
the last part of the Lord’s prayer. When he needed help,
he knew where the power was that could help him.

. . N —DR. R NEwWTON

THE THORN TREE
‘By EDNA EwWING KELLEY

There is an old legend in Germany -about a thorn tree
that once grew ‘in a 'dense forest. It was a strong, sturdy
tree and nobody troubled it. But one dlay it became dns-
contented. .

“Why should 1 have haer ugly rﬁhoms instead of .
leaves?” the tree complained. “I wish I had Ieaves of
gold on my branches.”

The next morning the tree found jtaelf eoveredl with -
leaves of ‘gold, shining splendidly in the sun. It laughed
for joy. .

But a robber passed that way 'a.nd greedily plucked
every leaf. “Oh, dear!” cried the itree, stripped and bare,
“I ‘wish I had asked for leaves of glass.”

And ithe next morning 'when the sun shone bhe tree
was covered with tinkling le¢aves of glass that made a
dazzling sight. - It clapped its hands for joy.

But a storm came up and ‘crushed the glass leaves into
fragments.

“Oh, dear!” cried the.shattered tree, “I wish I had
leaves of green like other trees.”

The next morning the tree was covered with leaves so
fresh and green that°they made a {empting sight. It
shouted for joy. Then a herd: df goats strolled by and
nibbled every green leaf. -

“Oh, dear!” cried the maked tree, “if only I had my
thorns back .again! Robbers don’t ‘touch them. Storms
can’t break them. Goats won't eat t})em»They are betfter
tthan leaves for me.”

The next morning when the thorn tree was again cov-
ered with thorns, it mghed happily. It was content at last
with what God had given it.

' - —Florida Baptist Witness

\.

SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET

A number of visitors were in attendance at both serv-
ices on Sunday and several commented on the good sum-
mer attendance especially at the evening service. The
preacher at both serviices was Rev. Duncan Maegregor of
Sault 'Ste. Marie. In the morning his subject was, “Pro-
tection and Reward”. 1In the evening he spoke on “‘God
Proves His Loove”. Mr. Macgregor’s ministry has been
much appreciated by the people of God.

A
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