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GOOD CHEER FOR DOWNCAST SOULS -

By C. H. Spurgeon

“And when there arose a great dissension, the chief captain, fearing lest
Paul should have been pulled in pieces of them, commanded the soldiers to. go T
down, and to take him by force from among them, and to bring him- into the
castle. . And the night following the Lord stoed by him, and said, Be of good
cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear

- witness also at Rome.

<

And when it was day, certain of the Jews. banded

- together, and. bound themselves under a curse, saying that they would neither
: eat nor drink ¢l they had killed Paul. And they were more than forty which

+ . had made this conspiracy.”—Acts 22:10-13.

/ : . o

ROM the midnight whisper of ‘the Lord to Paul we
may draw forth sweet encouragement ‘Those of the
Lord’s children who have been engaged in his work and
are called to suffer in it have here a special word of
cornsolation.

Paul had been in a great fumult, and had been roughly
rescued from the wrath of the people by the.chief cap-
tain, who saw that otherwise he would be pulled in pieces.
Paul was like the rest of us, made of flesh and blood, and
therefore liable to be cast down: he had kept ‘himself
calm at first; but, still, the strong excitement'of the day
had no doubt operated upon his mind, and when he was
lying in prison all alone, thinking upon ‘the perils which

surrounded him, he needed good cheer, and he recéived it. .

The bravest man may find his ‘spirit sinking after the
battle, and so perhaps it was with the apostle.

In these words let the reader note the Good Gheer that-

came to Paul in the dungeon. MThis consisted, first, in
his Master's presence: “The Lord stood by him.” If all
else forsook him, Jesus was. company enough; if all de-
spised. him, Jesus' smile was patronage enough; if the
good cause seemed in danger;in the presence of his Master
victory was sure. The Lord who had stcod for him at the
cross, now, stood by him in prison: the Lord, who had

icalled to .him out of heaven, who had washed him in his :

blood, who had commissioned him to be his servant, who
had sustained him in labours and trials oft, now visited
hlm in his sohtary cell, It was a dungeon, but the Lord

\\

was there; it was dark, but the glory of the Lord lit it
up with heaven’s own splendour. Better to be in jail
with the Lord than to be in hedven without him. The
harps above could make no heavenly place without Jesus;

* and Jesus being there, the clanking fetters and the cold

pavement of the stony cell could not suggest a sorrow.

“The Lord stood by him.” This shall be said of all who
diligently serve God. Dear friend, if you are a worker
for the Lord Jesus, depend upon it he will not desert you.
If in the course of your endeavours you are brought into
sadness and depression, you shall then find it sweetly
true that the Lord stands by you. Did you ever forsake
a friend who was spending his strength for you? If you
have done so, you ought to be ashamed of yourself; but
I think I hear you say, m'd'xgnantly, “No, I have always

" ‘been faithful to my faithful friend. % Do not, therefore,

suspect your Lord of treating you ungenerously, for he is
faithful and true. All your former helpers may desert
you; Sadducees, Pharisees, and scribes may all set them-

‘selves to oppose you ; but with the Lord at your right hand

you shall not be moved. Cheer up; desponding brother,

“God is near thee, therefore cheer thee,
Sad soul! :
~ He’ll defend thee when around thee
- Billows roll.”

The next comfort for Paul was the reflection that zhe
Lord’s standing by him proved that he knew where he
was, and was aware of his condition. The Lord had not

\
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lost’ sight of Paul beeause he’ was s'hu't up in the common
jail.

Lord sent me to ﬂhee, and I have been: seeking thee in
half the prisons in England.”

thou wouldst have come ‘he're at once, for He knows-I
hiave been here for years.” God has not a single Jewel
laid by and forgotten.

Lord’s servants are shut up lit may be that ‘the réader
is lying in the prison of pain, chained~ by the leg. or by

{the hand, through accident or disease; or perhaps he is-
, shut up in the narrow cell of poverty, or in the dark room
. of bereavement, or in the dungeon of mental depression;

- but the Lord knows in what ward his servant is shut up,

“and he will not leave him. to 'pme away forlg‘oﬂten “as a
dead man out of mmd »

The Lord stood lby Paul despl‘te doors and locks, he

bar; but there he was, the com.pan'io'n of his humble ser-

" vant. The Lord can visit his chosen when nobody else

‘could be allowed to do so, because of contagion, or from
fear of exciting the fevered brain. If we come into such
a peculiar position -that no friend knows our experience,

none having been tempted as we are, yet the Lord- Jesus
- can enter into our special trial and -sympathize. in our .

. peculiar grief. Jesus can’ stan-d side by side*with | us, for
he has been afflicted in all our affll'chons

What is more, that.part of our clrcums'bances whlch we
do” not know ourselves, Jesus knows, and. in these he

- stands by us; .for Paul was not aware of the danger to .

which he was exposed, he did not know that certain Jews,
to ‘the numiber of forty, had banded toge'ﬂher to kill him;

“Nay, verily,” said John,,
"“that cannot be; for if the Lord -had sent thee to me,-

One is reminded-of the Quaker who came to See -
John "‘Bunyan in prison, and said to him, “Friend, the'

“Thou God ;seest me” is a great
consolation to-one who delights himself in the Lord. Many -
. and diverse are the prisons of affliction in. 'which .the

" asked no warder’s leave to enter, nor did he stir bolt or '

but he who was his shield and.his exceeding great reward -

had heard the cruel oath, and arranged to disappoint the
the=bloodthirsty ones. Reader, the Lord knows your
troubles before they come to you; he anticipates them by
his tender foresight:

Before 'Satan can draw the bow.

the Preserver of men will put his beloved beyond ‘the reach -

of the arrow. Before the weapon is forged in the ‘fur-
nace, and fashioned on the anvil, he knows how to provide
us with armour of proof which shall turn the edge of the
sword and break the point of the spear. Let us therefore
sing with ‘holy boldness, — “In ‘the time of trouble he
shall hide me ‘in his pavilion; \in the secret of hls taber-
nagcle shall he hide me; he ghall set me upon 81 - How
safe we are, for Jehovah hath said, “No-weapon that is
formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that

" shall rise. against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn.” ;
- With joy let us draw water out of<these two wells of salva-

tion: the Lord is present with us, and he knows us alto-
gether. Putting the two thoughts together, we may hear
him say to our 1nmost sou'ls,

7Y, the Lord, am with thee, -
Be thou not afraid! .
I will help and strengthen,
. Be thou not.dismayed!
. Yea, I will uphold thee b
ith my own right hand; ~
N Thou art called and chosen
= In my sight to stand: -
Onward then, and fear not
IChildren of the day!
For His word ‘shall never,
Never pass away.”
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When the Lord J esus came to Pau'l he gave hnn a thn'd
reason for courage. He -said,” “Be of good Uheer Paul:

for thou hast testifiéd of me in Jerusalem.” “There was
much comfort in this Gssurance that his. work was ac-
cepted of his Master. We dare not look for m'udh Joy in
anything we have done, for our poor works are all' im- '
perfect; and yet ﬁhe Lord sometimes g'1ves his, servants

~

_honey in the carcasés of lions which they have themselves

slain, by pouring into their souls a Fweet sense of having
walked in integrity before’ him. .Before ‘the great day of
reward the Lord whispers. into the ‘ear, “Well ‘done, good -
and faithful servant”; or le says openly before :all men,
“She hath done what she Icould »

. for if the Lord accepts, 1't is a small ma:tter if men.con-,

demn. 'The TLord says toPaul, “Thou hast testified of me

. in Jerusalém.” . The apostle had done so; but -he. vras too .

humble to console himself .with that fact %ill- his' Lord °
Zave him leave.to do 5o by a!cknowledjg*mg the,brave deed. .

*Perhaps, dear friend, by this little book -you shall be-

~

made to remember that you’have borne witness for Jesus,
and ‘that your life has not been altogether in vain. It

may be that your conscience makes you more familiar, -
 with your faults than with your services, and you rather
- sigh thansing as you look back upon your Christian car-

eer; .yet your loving Lord covers all your failutes, and
commends you for what his grace has enabled you to do
in the way of witness-bearing. It must be sweet to ‘you |

‘to hear him say, “I know t:h'y works; for thou hast a little. .

: strenugﬂh and hast’ kept my word and, ‘}m;slt not demed

- 'my name.” . . . .
. rBe falrﬂh'ful to your Ldrd ‘dear reader, if you a,re now .

S
Y

~
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Herein is good cheer; ..
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in .prosperity; for thus you will be laying up a store of
cheering memories for years to come. .~ To look back upon
a we'll—spent life will not cause an atom.of legal boastmg
to an expex ‘ienced believer, but fit Wﬂ'l ' justly create much
holy reJorcmg “Paul was able:to reJome that he had not -
run in vain, néithér laboured in vain, and happy are we .
if: we can :do ‘the.same. If it be, ng‘h"l; for us to chasten
our consciehce on accourit of omissions, it must.be lawful -.
ground for thankful joy that our heart condemns.us not,
for then have we confidence towards God. If we fall into
straitened ¢ircumstances it will be a comfort to be able -
-to say, “When 1 was rich I freely uged my wealth for my
Lord.” - If we are il it will be a sahsfactmn tio remember
“that “when we' were in health we usedour sf)remgth for
“Jesus. “These are feflections which give light in ‘the-
s'hade and riiake music at midnight. . If is not our reflec-
tions t'hat the joy arises, but. out of the: w‘i‘tnesn of -the’
-Holy . Spirit: that the Lord-is hot unrighteous to\'forget‘
our work of faith and lalbou'r of 'Iove . .

A fourth comfort remained for Paul in Uhe words- “As -
thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear
witness also at:Rome.” ‘The-Lord. would have. us ‘take -
comfort fiom the prospect of future service and useful-
ness. 'We are not done with yet, and thrown agide as ves-
selsin which the Lord hath no more pleasure. This is
the chief point of comfort in our Lord’s -word to the °
apostle. Be of good courage, there is more for you to do,
Paul; ‘they cannot kill you at J erusalem, for you must
bear witness also at Rome. .

Brace-yourself up, ‘O weary, wor!kmg brother, for .your .

day’s work 'is not ‘over yet, and your sun cannot igo 'down
till, like Joshua, you have_finished your conflict:with .
Amalek. " The old saying is true, “You are immortal $ill
your ‘work s |done ” Possibly not one-half of your work
is even begun, and ‘therefore you will rise again from.
sickness, you will soar above depression, and you W111 do
more for the L011dl than ever. It will yet be said cf you
as of the churdh -m ‘Thyatira, “I*know thy works, and the
last to be more than the first.” Wy'chf'fe could not die
though the malicious monks favoured him with their best
wishes in that direction. “Nay,” said the reformer, “I
shall not die, but live,’and declare all the évil deeds of the
friars.” ‘The sight of. rdgues to be exposed roused his
flickering life, and revived its flame.” Disease could not
_earry off Melancthon because he had eminent service ye‘t
to do, side by side with Luther. I have admired the way in
which.the' great Reformer dragged his coadjutor back
to life'by assuring him that the great work needed him,
,and he must recover. .He devoutly prayed, “We implore
thee, ‘O_Lord our God, we cast all our ‘burdens on thee;
. and will ery till thou hearest us, pleading all the promises.
which. can be found in the Holy ‘Scripturés respedtmg thy *
hearing prayer, so that thow must indeed hear us to : pre-_
-seive at all |ftﬂ:uure periods our entire confidence iin thine’
own promises.” After tthis, he seized hold of Melanc-
- thon’s hand, and said, “Be of good courage, Philip, You
SHALL NOT DIE.”
the mouth of the grave, and sent him on his way com- ..
© forted with the truthful prediction that he had yet o
bear more testimony.for the_truth Surely there is n6
‘restorative from sickness; and no insurance for continued
life, like the .confidence that our. task is not d'one, and

our race is not en'ded

lGod'ly Whlteflel’d "wher smrtten ‘with a dangerous 111-
ness, rose a)giam to renew his sera;ph'lc activities after hlS

. t)hou art ‘yet to outh've the rage of hungry lions,

He prayed his friend back from -

- Committee at once.

interview with him.” On bemg a'dmﬂ;ted she sat down

. dea'ﬂh »had 'become a matter of Id::uly expefcbahon Ixt is -
" said, in connection with. this event, that shortly after: his o
: recovery a poor coloured woman smms'ted on having an

upon’ the "groind, andI loorkmg eamestly into- his face, .

said to him-in broken language, “Massa you just go to

heaven’s 'gate, but Jesus Chrigt said, Ge't you down; you . . -
must not, come-here yet, but'go first and call s6me more -
And:. who woul‘d not ‘be willing to ‘tarry

poor negroe§ ”
here to win more podr negroes for Jesus? .. Even heaven
may be dheerfulﬂy postponed for such a gain. .

Come, then, a1lmg ‘and desponding one, there is no use

in lying ‘down in déspair; ‘for a life of .usefulness is stlll' S
in reserve for you; - Up,- Elijah, aa.ndr To, more ask to die; . -

for God has 'funther errands :for his servant. Neither

the lion nor the bear ¢an kilt theg, O: :David, for 'thou heist

vet to flg‘h't a-giant and cut off his “head! Be not fear-
ful, O Daniel, of the rage of. 'Ba:’by‘lon 'S drunken km , for

age, O thou mls'brulsﬁful epirit; thou hast only ruil -with

the footmén as yet, ‘thou shaltyet contend with horses'and

prove more than a match for them, wherefore lift up the
hanids that hang down. “Thou miust stand before Caesar” ;
a divine decree ordains for thee greater and Jnore trymg

service than as yet thou hast seen. A future” arwa.its thee, .

and no power on the. earth or under the earﬁh can rob
‘thee of it; therefore BE OF GOOD CHEER. ’
. ——The Sword and Trowel

SPECIAL TRANSPORTATION OFFER TO
» .SWEDEN

July 30th - August lSth ,

By ‘The International Council of Christian Churches
. . For Pastors and Mnsslonane?

Dr iCarl MecIntire, ‘t'he 'Pres‘ldent ‘of the Inrternatlonal -

Council of Ghrlstlan Churches and the ‘members of the
Executive "“Committee are offermg 4 “Pay As You Go
Plan” fo pastors, missionaries and ministers. Doubtless-
there are many Wwho would like to attend 'the ‘Regional
Confference in Sweden to be held in Jon'koplnlg from

Cour-. ~

August 1st to 7th, but find it ‘1mlpossi'b1e to finance such

a 'brhp at the prwen‘t time. ;

The' east ‘bound lpl'ane leaves New York on Ju]y 30th
the west bound leaves Amsterdam, ‘Holland, Augus't 18th.
The return fare from New York to Amsterdam is $339 00
in American funds: 'Of account of the dlscoun‘t on
American’ funds in Canada; Canaduans ’Wlu ibe able ‘to go

‘for about $335.00. i s

.. The-plan of 'payment would allow @ ‘man :to have a
year ‘in which to.pay his plane fare. ‘The payvmenﬁs, would
be in the form of monthly - instalments lbegmnm'g on,

.October 1st, 1955—$29,00 for 11 monthly 'payments and

$20.00 for 'the 12th payment.

It occurs to us that some of the evan'gehcal ohulruhes
being aware of the advantages of such a missionary
Journey,,lf the matter were sbroulg!h't before them, might

be disposed to underwrite the expenses ‘and semd their

pastor to the Confergnce.

Any’ church or pastor desirous of taking a'dvantage
of 'this ‘special offer ought to write-'the Transportation
The address is Transportation. Com-

mittee, The International Council of Christian 'Churches, N

Box 218 Oollmgswood 1, New J ersey —-—H CS
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DOES THE POPE

N LAOHUTE Q'uebec, the mayor has.been as'ked to .

.- resign because he objected to the Roman Qatholic
papal flag being placed above the Union, Jack on the
local war memovial stands. : Irate Romanists were in-
dignant at ‘the suggestion and would not be satisfied
with the papal flag being placed below Canada’s flag.

. Lest some should thmk that THE GOSPEL WITNESS has
coloured this story, we give it here exactly as it appeared
in The Toronto Telegram of tast week :

PAPAL FLAG BELOW “JACK”? MAYOR REFUSES
TO RE SIGN

Lachute, Que.—Mayor ’F‘rederlck W. I"ltzgerald said

" today he would ignore a-demand that he resign because

he ordered police to put the Papal flag below the ‘Union
Jack on the flag pole in Memorial Park.

The demand was made at an “illegal” meeting of 400
cltlzens called by French-speaking members of the Council
in the  town hall last night. Neither the mayor nor the
three English-speaking members of council attended.

Mayor Fitzgerald said his order was ‘disobeyed by police,
although the proper position for the Union Jack was on <
top according to protocol.

“At no time was the Papal flag taken down or the Jack
put up,” he said. “The Union Jack normally fiies in our
Memorial Park where the war memorial stands.”

THREATENED FIRE POLICE -

ipal flag was raised during a Roman Catholic
Eucha tic congress here last week. Mayor Fltzgerald,
physlcia.n, was in Toronto at the time attending the Cana

Medical ‘Association meeting. He said .the flag was
drawn to his attention by other cltnzens when' he returned
last week.

He said he had threatened to fire members of the pohce
force for disobeying hls orders, but he hadn’t done any-
thing about this. .

Today, there isn’t any flag on the park pole.

Lacliute, a town of 7,000 people 40 miles west of Mont-
real, alternately elects an English-speakmg and French-
speaking mayor. Dr. Fitzgerald’s term is up in 1957.

Last night’s meeting was quiet, though there had been
* earlier rumors of trouble. Taverns and liquor stores were
ordered to close at 6 p.m.

s

- MEETING “ILLEGAL”

Acting Mayor J. E. Charlebois promised the Citizens’
committee presenting the demand for the Mayor’s resig-
nation that their statement would be presented at the next
council meeting, July 6. .

However, he said he was advised by town sohcltor
. Fernand Legault that the meeting was illegal as far as
taking any municipal action was concerned.

Henri LaCasse, a member of the Canadian Leglon, said
some Legion 'members were behind the move to have the
Papal flag put below the Union Jack. He said he would
ask at the next Legion meeting to have them punished. .

Earlier, Legion vice-president Howard Ward said that
some of the members who protested ahout the Papal flag -
were French-speaking.

The statement said the mayor’s action-was “unworthy of
the first maglstrate of a city composed of almost 70 per
cent. Roman Catholics.” -

“COULD BE TRAGIC”

“You were elected by the people whose religious rights
you must respeet as-those of the entire populatlon and not

RULE CANADA? -

only those of a’ mmorlty,” the statement continued. “You
must be aware that your gesture can have deplorable, even
tragic results.

“Yet you ignored all these thlngs. You don’t deserve
the conﬁdence placed in you... Your reign, which has only
begun, is and will remain burned by this rehglous -intoler-
ance of which you have proof.

“We-consider your gesture a shame on Lachute.”

- The statement added that Dr, Fitzgerald’s action was an
insult to Roman Catholics and was not even approved by
the majority of English-speaking Protestants.

Insurance agent Lucian Savard, who read -the statement,
f’ﬂded; “We want no violence wlueh may be regretted

er

Dr. Fitzgerald said .today the town had gone all out to
welcome the Eucharistic Congress.

‘;l‘he whole town was plastered with Papal flags,” he
_sai

Th'ls is surely a. symptom of what could happen from
one end of this country to the other if the Church of Rome
continues to advance and encroach upon civil liberties.

N

.Often we hear from Romanists, the church press- and
:some weak Protestants that Protestants are not molested
"in Quebec. We think that we understand the reason.. As

long as Protestants meekly submit to Roman Catholic
domination and so long as they hesitate to demand even
their civil rights, they are unharmed. No real Protestant,
however, would consent to such a servﬂe exmtem:e and
unmanly course. '

Not a Religious: Matter

Primarily this is a civil matter. The ignorance of the
self-appointed citizens’ committee. is clearly seen in lits
puerile remarks to 'the mayor. “You were elected by
the people whose religious rights you miust respect as
those of the entire population and not only those of a
minority. You must be aware that your gesture can have
deplorable, even tragic results. ”

What was the mayor’s crime? He simply asked that
recognized protocol be observed and that no flag be placed
above ‘the Union Jack. He did mot ask that the papal
flag be taken down altogether but rather that it be
placed beneath the national flag. To our mind he was
over-generous for. the papal flag or any other religious
banner, Protestant or Roman Catholic, should not even
be allowed in a municipal memorial grounds.  Yet be-
cause the good mayor requested the proper place for the
flag of his country, he is described as intolerant and his
act “a shwme on Lae‘hute"

Intolerance!

~It\is strange that the Roman ‘Catholics supporters even
dare to employ such a word. While Protestants are mur-
dered in ‘Colombia and persecuted in Spain and Italy, the .
Church and her supporters justify such a course. In this
Quebec town the mayor smmrply asks that right be done and
gives a major concession in allowing the pope’s flag to
appear on public property and the Romanists are indig-
nant! Poor, persecuted souls!

It is time that Protestants learned that if the Church
of Rome is given an inch she will take a mile. This
seemingly trivial incident in Lachute is 'an indication of
the true aspirations of Roman Catholic leaders in Canada
and elsewhere
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The _SCr‘ip’ruraI Directive for Social Prayer

- A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields

. Preached in Jarvis Streét Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Morning, November 8th, 1931

(Stenographically Reported) PN ) :

. “Again I say unto you, That-if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any |,
thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.

“For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am 1 in the midst

of them.”—Matt. 18:19-20.

THERE can be no two opinions among us respecting
: the necessity of individual and private prayer. It
is the one infallible sign of the presence of spiritual life,
that a4 man or woman prays. A prayerless life is a life
that is separated from God. Every true Christian must
pray. “If any man have not the Spirit of God, he is
none of his.” But the Spjrit of ‘God being in-us will
express Himself by leading us to this holy exercise of
prayer. I may-iake it for granted,”then, that we all
rec_og*nize that; as disciples of Jesus Christ, we are all
praying men and praying women. Surely I need not put
that ‘to you as ‘a question and ask you, Do you pray?
That surely may be assumed. N

fThe verses I have read to you have to do with concerted
prayer, the prayer of more than one, the prayer of be-
lievers in concert, of persons who are made of one mind
by the Spirit, who are in accord with each other, and who
agree as touching the things that they shall ask. And I
want to turn over with-you that principle this morning,
to show you that concerted prayer, the prayer of ohe or
two, is just as indispensable to the Christian ¥fe as indi-

vidual and private prayer. -

1. )

THERE IS IN THIS TEXT, FIRST OF ALL BOTH A PRECEPT
AND A PROMISE. Every precept involves a promise, and
every promise implies a pregept. And a special promise
is made to two or three who shall agree; therefore it is
implied that two or three believers ought to agree, that
it is their duty and privilege to come together in spiritual
agreement that together they may address the throne
of grace. -

‘This, then, has to do with an instinctive need of the
Chiristian life, for every one of us who is truly born
again instinctively feels the need of Christian fellowship.

" . Religiously, “God setteth the solitary in families.” And

when people are made new creatures in Christ Jesus they
naturally come together in the mame of Jesus Christ.
When the two disciples on the Emmaus road met with the
Stranger, Who, iin the breaking of bread inveiled His
glory and identified Himself to their thought, although
it was evening time, and they had turned in to their
homes evidently with the purpose of retiring, having
come ‘to know that' Jesus was alive, they returned to
Jerusalem-the same hour. And when they got {0 Jerusa-
lem they found a company of other believers similarly
assembled, thrown together by the same magnetic truth
that there was a living Saviour in Whom they all had a

.

common interest: they could not keep it to themselves;
they had to find other people who believed as they be-
lieved, and who had had the experience to which they had
been introduced by divine grace. .

When Peter came out of prison, when he came to
himself and recognized that the Lord had sent His angels,
and had delivered him out from all the expectations of
the people of the Jews, he came to the house of one John
Mark where many were wgathered together praying.
When Paul went to Philippi in response to that vision
whiich had been given him of the men of Macedonia, on
the sabbath day he went out to the river side where"
prayer was wont to be made. Our Lord Himself, as His
-'cu'stomI was, went into the synagogue on the sabbath ddy.

I say, it is instinetive iin those who know the.Lord to
desire the feHowship of other people who know. the Lord,
to come together in His name. ’

I met with somebody recently who said, “Well, were I
a Christiian I should not join any c¢hurch. I should leave
myself perfectly free to go where I like, to do as I like.”
There are some people who seem to.assume no responsi-
bility, and to feel no obligation whatever for the main-
tenance of the work of the Lord. But even they attend

-~ somewhere; even they feel within them the necessity for -
coming together in His name.

‘What happy ttimes we have had in obedience to the
principle of this admonition;as again an'd again we have
assembled in His name. Well here ‘s the warrant for the
institution of public. worship.

One reason for the principle of the organization of oiir
gchool is to teach boys and girls the importance of com-
ing together in the name of the Lord. I hope you will
always be church goers. We desire more than that for
you; but we want to develop,in you, in the youngest,
the holy habit- of attending the house of God on -the
Lord’s Pay. Tt is a good thing that children should be-
trained in this holy exercise. )

1 sometimes wonder how people get along who have no
Sunday in their week, who have no oases in the desert,
never make a trip to the mountains, never get away ffom
the mist and murk of these earthly things, and allow
themselves to be carried away into -the heavenlies, to
have fellowship with God, and with His angels. The in-
stitution of public worship is of divine authority, and
we ought to come together in His name, "and T believe it
is indispensable to our own spiritual life, and is an in-
fallible sign of wspiritual declension when people neglect
the house of God, and the place of prayer. -
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The Church 1tself exmts by 'reason df this. 'promme

It miight be possible to maintaiin large religious organiza-

tions where ‘there are certain forms of worship, from

T which the Spirit is divorced, for-a little w‘hﬂe, ‘but the

L~ existence. of a spiritual body upon earth is dependent
T upon the operation of this principle.

"" I pass by some little- mission hall, and read of little

groups here or there, two or 'ﬂhree, hal“f a dozen, passing -

" 'by the great cathedrals, the place where some ornatte serv-

- fice is rendered, ‘and preferring 'that little place where -

-+ - two or three like-minded come toge!t:her in the name of
’ . Christ. The only explanation of-it is the reality of the
- - divine presence, that the great Head of the church does-
“fullfil His word, and that He is fin the midst of all who
assemble in Hxs name. Oh, tfhat we' may learn that this
. ' mornming.,
", - I %mow these are com\mon'places, and my message this
" morning: is .distinetly commonplace. I want to.take the

' '."'thmgs tthat are commonly believed, and” to bring them -

. to -your ‘attention. that we.may enter into the: possession
. of the treasure of it. .

- ~a great many of you by name. Glad to.find vou assembled
. in the house of the'Lord. But is it true, is it actually a
fn Y faet that Jesus'Chyist is in the midst? Is ‘that what we

EE . came for this morning? that we might meet actublly with .

. Him, that we. mhlg‘ht be together consmous of the-divine
. presence. ;. ‘- .
T that be true then’ 1t is a matter t’hat Jought to be
repbr'te'd -in the paper, do you not 'think? ‘Someétimes I
. read that the iGovernor, General attended service at a par-
e ticular place, and that is-well." ‘Sometimes we read that
N o "His MaJestty the Ing and the Queen hive attended divine
. .8ervice 'm some 11tt1e vr]lage church.. And we are glad

- that our rulers do go to the ’plaxce Hof. rprayer and of wor-

77~ ship. 'Occasuonall'y we see here. that a service is honoured

'~ .-by.thé presence of the Lieutenant Governor,. And I have
s o not'h'mg to say 'ag'amst the recogmtlon of that fact "He
¢ 0 - cis-His Majesty’s representatlve,‘and is entitled” to all
et 'honour- But let me téll you;, déarfrierids, there is Some-

2l S _‘one who attends this-church whose Person and Presence
ittt s vastly more rmportant hhian the‘presence of the hlghest'
-"% .. of the earth: - -
: " iWho ls-Jes’us Christ? - None dﬁher than the, Creator
.the King of/kmgs and Lotd of-lords. And yet if thls
- 'E;odrg be true at all then He is m the midst of H1s peorﬂe
3 ’..~ - y ~r
“ Do you Titile boys and -girls reco\gmze that Jesus, the
sinner’s Saviour, is here? We read this morning of how
~+, - ' He took a little child and said, “Except. -ye_be converted,
and become as little children, ye shaill not enter into the
B klngdbm of heaven.” The same Jesus is with us this
v mornmg actually with' us,;.— the same Jesus Who died
.. - 7 on 'the cross, Who was buried and Who rose again, His
PR -grace ‘the same, His Jove unchanged, His power undimin-
1shed He i8 here in the midst of H‘ls assembled people.
You. rememlber what blessings people obtained from
Him as He went here and there doing good. When He
entered and passed through J erldho, Zaiccheus heard that
_He was coming that way, and he “climbed into the syeca-
more free to see Him. On another occasion: you recall

He was on the way to-the house of Jairus where he had .

been summoned because the ruler’s little dsau'ghter ‘was
sick. And as He went a great multitude went with Him.
He was in ‘the midst of 'the. crowd and some one touched

Hete.we are this mormng Wlho is here? I can call’

. gebher

1

the hem of His garment, and was made whole. Then as
He passed t‘hroug‘h Jericho there were blind men who
heard the noise of the tumult and they said, “What is 4t
all about?” just as you or I would ask if we were undble
to see what was going on. And they told them, “Jesus of
Nazareth passeth by”. And you remember how He caﬂed'

. for them and gave tthem their sight.- -

iOn another occasion He came into a house, and when

- it was ‘noised abroad that He was in the midst in the
house, the multitude came together. There was such a:
crowd that they could not get in. And then there came
four men bringing a man gick of the palsy. They brought
‘him to the house. ‘What for? Not because the disciples
were there. These four men were inspired with a desire
‘o help a poor palsied man. And when they could not get
through tthe crowd they went:up to the roof and uncovered
the place- where He was, and let the man down in the
midst, where Jesus was.

Oh. my fr‘len'ds, I beg.of you to pray constantly that

this shall be characteristic of all our services here. I

" tell you frankly I do.not care who comes to-church. 1am

g‘l-ad to have you all come. But the one impo’rtant thing’
is that Jesus should be here. As long as He is here the
multitudes will come ultimately.”We shall have them.
again. When He ‘is here in all tthe fulness of His healing
power it is bound to be known abroad. And husbands
who want blessing for their wives will say, “Let us go
to Jarvis Street.” And -wives who have unsaved husbands
will be very careful and very tactful perhaps, sometimes,
but they will say, “Won’t you come with me down fto
Jarvis ‘Street?” Not merely to go to church! But they
will bring their husbands or t‘helr wives along in order
that they may meet with Jesus.” Oh, unless that 'be true
of us always, not only at prayer meeting times, but all
the time, we might as well dlose our doors.~We can do
nothing if the Lord be separated from us. Unless this
promise ‘is constantly fulfilled to us, and He is in the
midst of His _peaple, our teaching and preaching and
pramsmg wrll :all‘be in vain. The great redson for our com-
‘ing- together here is that we may meet with Jesus. = We
meet with -Him in our home; we meet with Him .per-.
sonally; but I say it is instinctive that the truly spiritual
man or woman ‘desjres to meet with others ‘who meet with
Jesus in His name. - = « .
‘But now there 'is another reason for our commg 'bo-

ing anything that: ye shall ask”! We come together that
we may reinforce each other. I confess T have often had
my faith reinforced by the faiith of others.

" 1 think T have told you before of what led me orngm- ’

ally to fall in love with our ‘dear friend Fraser, who 1s
now in Windsor. I will tell you why.
official connection with ithis church at all, wher he came
to t‘hls dhurch just as a young: fellow from 'Scotland, just
demobilized, just-out of the army, Te loved to pray, 1
invited him to the house.. And one Saturday night the
door bell rang — we had no Saturday night prayer meet—'
ings then — and he'came in. I said, “Glad to.see you.”
He safid, “T will tell you what T came for. It wds just in
my heart. T thought I'would like to come anid have prayer
with you.” I put my arm @round-him and said, “Come
on up to my study. You are a man after my own heart.
Thank God for sending you.” I do not know that I ever
had anybody do that. A minister, you know, fis something ,
apart. I suppose it was not that they did not want to
come; but he came. And again and again 'he came fo me

Jesus- said, “If two. df you ~shall agree as touch- -

Before he had any -
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“like t’ha‘t We used to go into ﬂhe study together and

- scores and hundreds of times were there ‘after 4 Sund'ay

night service, sometimes almost to daybreak. There is
a promisé given to two or three, and we ought to remforce
each obher by our faith.

a1, .

T Well now, t‘hxs is ﬂhe prm\clple I want you to see. ANY-
- THING WHICH IS.-KNOWN TO MORE THAN ONE PERSON

" CEASES TO BE A SECRET.

. 'There .is a place for. secret prayer; there is a place
where I may pour out my desires as an individual before
God. There are some thin'gs for which I ought to -pray
‘personally, privately. There are ‘some things which have
no interest to other people; they are of a purely personal
character, and I ought, therefore, to enter in‘to my closely
and ‘shut the door. “The secret of the Lord is with them
that fear him; ‘and he will shew them his covenant.”
Every one who is a Christian ought to*have .secrets be-.
tween himself and his Beloved: -He kmows all that is in
our hearts, but we ought to delight to tell Him what is
.in our ‘hearts, and hold tryst with our-Beloved, tove to be’

merel:y to tell'\Him how much ‘we love Him. There is a

$

A

.

7 " That, is another matter.".

proper -place for that private and secret prayer, Let us

" see that we exerclse our privileges in. that respect to

‘the ‘full, and hvavmg exerclsed them privately, let it re-
mam prxva:l:e

1 spo‘ke Just now of somelbody ]ohmng me in prayer.
But it is none of your business
- ‘how’ long, and 'how often -I pray; and- it is none ‘of my
. business-what you do., There is a life which js-lived before
* God. Let it be =secret Let-that 'aspect of life be coveréed
wp, -and the pet'ltlons we send heavenward will find their
-answer, and people will dlscover whether -weé have prayed -

. m'uch or nof. S >

There 'was ‘a woman in t!he 'c‘h'ureh ‘m London of which -
I was - pastor ‘She. wasya. very excellent woman in many
respects, but she wag always telling about the things she
- desired, (pubhely -lSlhe’wanted to be saved *from selfishness,

s and s;he- wan’ted to be saved 'from all sorts of 'thmgs Well,

“it was: very ‘good that she should 'desxre {hat. T used fo think
. very often it-would:bé much more to.the. point if she
“would tell the Lord albout it, and not the rest of us: That
she meeded to 'be ‘saved from these - ‘uhmlg‘u was., pretty
ewdent — and |possn|b‘1y she 'would havé observed the
same thm'g's in’ us Buut ‘ghe was ‘always - te]lmg us- about
the lions she was going to slay. She was going to do
wonderfut things — By and by! And she wanted us all
to pray for her. But somehow or anot‘her we never hearda
. of the victory. :

T like the story of ‘Samson, of how- ‘he came one day with
- his hands full of honey, and brought it to his father and
mother. He did ‘not tell them anything about 'the fight
he had had in secrét. Some péople are atways-telling about
the lions they kill; but they do not bring us any honey.
Never mind about your secret: conflicts. If you have. had
them, and the Lord lias 'given. you the victory, find in
the place of conflict’a treasure ‘of sweetness, and brmg

- that to other people. - "~

somethlimg you do not want an&bddy to know — to invite

a dozen friends in and ask them to help you :keep that

secret. But do not blame any one of them if it gets out!
There is only one way of keeping a secret, and that is
to keep it. The thing that has passed your lips to one
person has ceased to be secret. The moment you have
taken someone else into par‘tnersh‘lp -v61th yourself in the
knowledge of any matter, it has ceased to be ‘a secret.
Keep it 4n your own mind, and within the circle of your
own knowledge, and it is.a secret. Beyond that, it is not.

Well now, there are some petitions that éught not to
be secret, I will tell you why. ‘The day is to come when
the whole earth is to be filled with the glory of the Lord.
_And one of the elemenits in His |glory ig His 'fa!lthfulness, .
"He keeps His praxmse

What should we do if we could: not trust in the promise
- of the Lord? Where should we be if there were not some-
body, somewhere, whose word iis 'a'bsol'utely true, and true
always" : -

)

There is not;hmg' t‘hls world. needs more just now, or
so much, as a restoration of confiderice, corfidence in.

. . wheie He is, and t¢- talk. with Him —. sometimes Just busmess, mutual confidence between nations. The thing

that has para'lyzed. everything throughout the world is
that universal distrust. A man has a little bit of money,
and he says, “I am afraid to spend 'it; I am afraid to
invest it.” A mran has a big factory, and he would like
to employ'a lot of men, but he says, “I am afraid I could
not sell my goods.” - And so uncertainty and distress has
reigned, and has paralyzed everything. Thank God the
sunr will rise on time. The calendar may still be depended -
*upon; because the Ruler _of this universe has- not gone out
.of businiess. What is.needed to-day is a monument to

H1s faithfulness. Oh, that s what this world needs above. *

everythmng, to know that there 1s a God in 'Who-m 1t>can
tnust' - -

. Very well, I can sa'y, “T have, tru-sted' Him, an'd He has
not failed me.” Ah, 'bult listen! “This’is the rule of evi-
dence In - bhe ‘mouth of. two or three: witnesses every
word shall be’ established.”~ And Jesus says in effect,

“Now two of you get together, more of you if vou like, .-

but at-least two, and agree upon some thing.” And it is
significant that in this ¢onnection he says, “Whatsoever
ye, shall bind on earth shall be boiind in heaven:: and what-
-soever- ye shall lose on earth shall,be loosedin heaven.”
I 'do no believe we have yet emplored the possibilities that
‘lxe.wwhm the Timits of this promiise. But what He pro-
poses to us is: “Now come together in My narne. .Agree
together that you will ask me for something, and I will
do it; and together you shall be witnesses to My faith-.
fulness. It-shall not be a private matter; -it is to be a
- public matter, for all the world to know that I have kept «
a spec'lfflc promise; and I have done a particular t'hmg
because two of My disciples asked me tho do.it.”, It is for
us to give witness to that fact. Thatis what the church
is.for. \That is what we are here for, to prove to every-
bod'y that God answers prayer, and that His faithfulness
may be depended upon.

WTt-is amazing to me the great org‘amzatlons that are
cdlled Christian on every corner nearly in the city, —
great 'buﬂdmgs I suppose millions and millions of - money

Ah, yes! but there are some things that ought not to . invested in church property in Toronto alone. What for?

be secret. There :are - someNlﬂhlmgs about which two or
three ought to agree. .

There are_people who get other people to help them
keep their secrets. That is a fme way to do, if you have

SN

What testimony do the churches give. You find a few

people.in one of these organizations, who suddenly awake -

to realize that perhaps ‘after all “we ought to be doing
a little praying”! And so a business man writes a letter

<
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to another business man. A wonderful thing! They are
- going to have a,prayer meeting. And so they-come to-
gether, and talk — and ‘talk — and ‘talk, and keep on
talking about prayer. The church has no right to exist
if it does not pray. That is the only reason for its
existence. We ought to be praying every day we live, as
a church; we ought to have a testimony all the time, that
we came together, two or three of us, and we asked God

for something and He did it. And there is the answer.

Then He will be glorified. You do not need books about
prayer; you need merely the exercise of it, and the testi-
mony that must flow therefrom. “Where two or three
are gathered together in iny name, there am I in the
midst of them.” Could we really agree, taught of the-
Spirit of '‘God, upon any one thing as touching “any-
thing” that shall be asked, we could have the answer.

IIIL.

THEN I WOULD REMIND YOU OF THIS, THAT THIS PROMISE
IS GIVEN TO THE SMALLEST POSSIBLE SOCIAL"UNIT. A social
religion, a religion that shares its joys and its sorrows
with somebody else, we all desire, and must have. I say
it is a Christian instinct. to desire Christian association
and fellowship. But how many of us ought fo get to-
gether? We do have large prayer meetings here; we had
a great prayer meeting last night. Even on Tuesday

evening we have a good crowd.. One brother visiting us.

said, “Why, you have more people on Tuesday than lots
of people have on Sundays!” I -am not complaining that
we'do not have. Many come to prayer,mee‘t'ing. We have
a great company here on Thursday night.” But I 'am not
aware that God has 'prorn'used more to a thousand people
than He has to two. It is well that the thousand should "
pray. You call in to see a friend some day, and you say,
“Mr. So-and-So, how are you?” And.you talk about the-
weather, and about a thousand other things. Why not
remember that in the coming together of two persons who
know the Lord Jesus, you have the condition on which
this promise is -given, that where two or three agree, “it
shall be done”. You could mot have less than two, and
more than one, could you? You could not very well have
one and a half. And the promise is not given to a great
assembly. Had it been so given ‘there never would have
been a church It is given to two; you ‘do not need a
great meeting to plead this promise.

Supposing a man here this morning says, “Why. I
never thought of that! My wife and I could have a prayer
meeting any day.” Of course you could! Or, there is
a mother here who has a Christian daughter; and her
husband is not saved. And she says, “Well T did think
- it 'would be fine if I could get the church to pray for
me” — and that is a good thing by all meéans. But “if
two of you shall agree”! Are you able ‘to fulfil the condi-
tions? “If two of you shall agree” that without ceasing
you will petition high heaven to break that sinner’s heart,
and bring him to the fee‘t of Jesus, He will do it; He is
bound to do it.

What if we, as Christians, were thus to sanctify all our
ne&hbour‘ly relatlons what if instead of secularizing
everything, and dragging everything down to the level of
the earth, ‘'we should remember that the Lord has given
a special promise in order to spiritualize our social life,
so that the coming together of God’s people might be an
opportunity for prayer and for worship! Our homes
would become Bethels, our workshops would become
fhouses of prayer and praise, and we could be praying

>

all the time. You have not to go far before you can find
another fellow Christian wlho loves the Lord, and who
would love to pray.

These are very simple matters, but I have brou'g'ht them
to your attention this morning to show you.that we are
not shut up to a place dedicated to the exercise of prayer;
‘we are not shut up to a great assembly, but wherever
we can find another man, another, woman like minded,
who will agree with us, we can’ often bind things in
heaven, and we can loose or bind things upon earth. - God
will hear us, and oh, that is His desire, to show 'that He

"does interpose in the lives of men, and do for us what

otherwise would be impossible.

Are there any of you who never, never, exercise t’hls
pnvxlege" "Are’ there any of you who are not prayer-
‘meeting Christians, never go anywhere to pray, just pray
at home only? I beg of you, think of this special promise
given to those who pray in concert, and let us believe it
this morning.

I w?xder, Is there one here who is not a “Christian?
You 'd6 not need to .go out of this house without having
Christ, for He is in the midst. Last night we petitioned

His presence. We came heré ‘this morning in the confi- - .

dence that He would be with us, and “He' is with us,
although we do not see Him,_'and'He is'here to forgive our
iniquities, and pardon all our sins, and give us salvation,
if we will just touch Him, and receive eternal life.

Are there any here this mornm-g who havé already '

tasted that the Lo‘nd is gracious, but you say, *‘That s v

a secret; I have not told anybody about it yet.” Well
there are some things you ought to keep secret, but that
is not one of them. If you know the Lord you ought to

let other people know that.you know Him. I invite you *

this morning ito make avowal of that fact, that you are
in Christ Jesus, and that He is your Saviour.

Jesus i here for the salvation of little children. He
Toves to hear litle children pray. “Someone. asked me
recently how old I thought dh'ﬂdren ought to be before
they could be saved. T said, “Just old enough to under-
stand”.
fried it. You make a promise to that little child, and find
out whether he expects you ‘to fulfil it; and if you faijl in
the fulfilinent of .it, see if you do mot hear about it. If

<~ you promisgia child five cents, and that little dhmld knows

‘what that promise means, you-have o fulfil it, and if you
do not you will never hear the last of it. - Is that not so?
Well, little e'h'lldz'en can trust Jesus in the same fashion.
And all we need is to be little children and take-God for

granted, and depend on His word.

Let us ask Him to save us, every one, and to blessus
who are saved.
- 0 Lord, some of us are like the palsied man, we need Thy
touch t'hls morning. Some there are who need the pardon of
their sins. Draw consciously near to us. Thou art near to us.
Make us to feel Thy presence; and help us this morning to
stretch out hands of faith and touch Thee,'and be made whole.
We ask it in Jesus’ name, Amen,

SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET

The preacher at ‘the Thursday night lecture and at both
Sunday services was Rev. Frank Beck of Millerton, New
York. - Pastor Beck proved to be a forceful, scriptural
preacher; his messages were the means of blessing to the
people of 'God. In the' morning this subject was
“PREACHING THE WORD OF GOD.” In 'the evening .
he spoke on “THE CONVERSION OF A’ RDCH POLI-
TICIAN”. .

And that is pretty young. Perhaps you have:
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NOTEWORTHY NEWS ITEMS

ROMANISTS, SEMI-ROMANISTS AND PSEUDO
' - - PROTESTANTS'

The Ecumenical Press Service is the news agency of the
World Council of Churches.- Week by week it sends out
news releases to the religious and secular press and thus
‘aids the-ecumenical movement. In the release of June 22
there is an interesting and revealing account of a meet-
ing held in Paris. We shall give our readers the account
exactly as it is printed by the World Council organ. Note
the presence of so-called Protestants with Roman Catho-
lics and Russian Or'thodox. How chummy!

France:—Last week, the well-known Russian Orthodox
Institute of St. Sergius in Paris, celebrated its 30th Anni-
versary. Friéhds from Paris, the European countries, and
the United States attended the solemn liturgy Te Deum at
the beautiful church of the Institute, during which Bishop
Qasspn addressed the large crowd attending the cere-
monjes.

. During the meeting Professor Zander described the ac-
- tivities of the Institute since its foundation 30 years ago
in Paris. Through many developments and dramatic events
the Institute had carried out its task to prepare young
people for the service of their church. Asspeech on the
ecumenical movement was delivered by Professor Karta-

chef, one of the leading members of . the board of the -

Ir!stitu_te. Well-known theologians from the  Roman
Catholic Church expressed appreciation of the work ac-
complished by the Institute. At a gathering in the Am-
érican Pro:Cathedral, friends of the Imstitute heard speak-
-ers " from " Denmark, France, Germany, Great Britain,
.Sweden, the Orthodox Seminary in Halki (Turkey), the
United States and from the Worid Council of Churches who
-, Spoke on the importance of the theological education be-
Ing given to young Orthodox people t6 enable them to work
in the Church. 4 - '
On the occasion of the celebrations, Dr.
Director of the World Council of Churclies’ Division of
Inter-ghurch Aid and Service to Refugees and one of the
Council’s Associate General Secretaries, received the Insti-

) M_aplgie is a minister of the Church of Scotland (Presby-
terian). . . .

[ .

CONSECRATION -

ing of consecration. Dr. Fred Schwarz says: A known
Communist was met by an acquaintance in San Francisco
and was asked where he was going. He,replied that he
-“was going to a meeting. ~
“What! at midnight,” came the surprised reply: “there
won't be anyone there.” . .
“‘Have no doubt about it; everyone who should be there,
. will be there. One third of my day I'work; one third
vof my day I sleef and attend to my personal needs; one
third of my-day I give to Communism. Half of my ‘in-
come I give to the Party.”—The Christian Irishman

-

Frbn_l The United Church Observer:

A paragraph from the z h

Alberta Conference merz'z;r:—‘-’, fhe

The morning devotions were conducted by Dr. Nels F
Each morgling_ Central Church was' filled almo;t to :ap::il:;:
to hear this gifted scholgr and preacher from the deep South.

new sense of the reality and nearness of God was the gift
of this man to those w_ho heard him. Eloquent and scholarly

‘

Robert Mackie, | -

tute’s degree of Doctor of Divinity honoris causa. Dr..

as was Dr. Ferre, the man himself, his winsomeness and
sincerity spoke to us more clearly than any spoken w_ord.
Do THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS readers recognize “this gifted
scholar and preacher” who addressed the Alberta Con-
ference of-the United Church of Canada? He is none
other than Dr. Nels Ferré who has spread his unbelief
in his books. He is the same Dr. Ferré who was spon-
sored by the \Canadian Couneil of Churches. - This “win-
some and sincere” man has denied the Virgin birth, the
bodily resurrection, the existence of hell, tlie fact of ‘the

- substitutionary atonement and the ‘inspiration of Serip-

ture. He has positively taught that all will be saved and
that there lis a-purgatory! [Shame on the Alberta ‘Con- .
ference of the United Church of Canada!

/

Canterbury Tale . .
RED DEAN PREACHES COMMUNIST SERMON

London—The Red Dean of;Ca‘nterbury’s fitst pro-Commun-'
ist sermon in the Church of England’s mother cathedral landed
him in some of the hottest water of his stormy career toglay.

The Dean, Dr. Hewlett Johnson, had’ kepty, Communism out
of his sermons during his years of pink-tinged preaching and
periodic missions to Moscow.

But on Sunday, Dr. Johnson, the 81-y¢_aar-old Stalin Pl.'ize
winner, told worshippers that Christianity and Communism
have “many points of ¢ontact which will pave a road to
unity,” and said the two faiths, “will eventually bring bless-

- ings to the entire human race.” -

“DO SOMETHING”

Today almost the entire British press demanded that some-
thing be dohe.
" “Candidus,” editorial columnist of the “Daily Sketch”, sug-
gested that Christians boycott Canterbury Cathedral “every -
time he climbs into the pulpit. " Let him preach to a church .
as empty as it was after the gangsters had left Becket’s body
behind them.” .- \ e

“Candidus” said’ it; was “lamentable” that the church can-,

. ~ not “turn the dean:.loose to . . , peddle his pelitics from his _.
Go 'to-the Communist, O Christian, and learn the mean-

soap box. He is a blot and.a stain on the Church of .
England , . .*

Lord -Beaverbrook’s “Daily Express” said “the’ Archbishop
of Canterbury should raise his voice in protest against this
desecration.” . .

“If he fails to-do so,” he said, “the people of Britain will
hold Dr. Fisher (the Archbishop) responsible for a very
grave scandal.” )
THE UNENDING ASS

“Cassandra”, columnist for the 4,000,000 circulation “Daily
Mirror”, said Johnson is a challenger for the title of “The

‘Most Unending Ass in Christendom.”

“Was Josef (‘how many battalions has th‘e-Pone?.’) Stalin
a Christian?” Cassandra asked. “Was Lavrenti Beria, the
loathsome boss of the Soviet secret police, a Christian?”

In- 1950, the Archbishop of Canterbury himself wrote. that

' “it is unfortunately true that the Dean has so conducted

himself as to create embarrassment wherever-he goes.” .
“He cannot be removed from office, till he breaks some
law, ecclesiastical or civil,” the Archbishop said. “He has a
perfect liberty to say what he- says since there is mo law
against it .. .”
> . . —The Toronto Telegram

[
—
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CHAPTER 3 :
. ° REVELATIONS CONCERNING THE PERSON
. ' OF SATAN, °

N ROMAN\S 1:22 we read- that men .’nave Ibecome fools.
They-do not_know the 'tru-bh and their natural-bent ‘that beast which possesses all the features of strength

e ls toward evil rather than toward. good- -Although they

.Aare -w1tnesses of ‘God’s .glowing revelations, -their hearts
*-remaii.indifferent.. [The ®ituation is further aggravated.

. by the as‘tound.lng fact that; Ten are, unconscious of their
true !condltnon for it is written: “Their foolish heart was
darkened.” "This is the dini®light in which- the pene-
tramnlg' eyes, “of. the Apostle Paul v1ew the dangerous
con:dl“tlon of -natural man,-
. state when we recall that man s forever influénced by. -
S “Satan, the being who 'could rprovoke the ‘fa]l’ of. some of the
R ‘an'ge'l's of God! .

In every realm 'bhls tenden'cy-to error is found

. . .
v te " S

s'prte of his arrog'ant dlmms, man does ot really dls'cern'
. the: facts about hrmself-any mibre than’ he does the Macts -
T'he sa'me may be"

con'cermng God or “his nelngh'bour .
“said-of the" causes into vw‘lueh he: never 'bothers to iinquire.,

,_\ Pinally natufal man cares very little about the '1nev1tab1e
T consequences of h1s present course. .- P RS

" The ‘design of the Word: of- 'God is to Ibrmg lbaek man-
‘- kind to- reason. Holvy ert seeks to shew us. that wé are
the. deluded victims vof a fatal. seductmn and' that we

- vmust be awakened and alerted... From cover. to cover, the'.
~Bible, in honest and 'convmcmlg teadhmg, ‘qutlines* for us.

..thé. facts, thez'r ‘couses’ and~ thezr conseq'uences y

-.Our, Saviour-¢alled John; His last living apostle, to dls-
cern and -reveal these things. about which men- were
hitherto tota.llry ignorant. In the book of Revelation he

Aherefore gives us an accurate description of t'he Adver-

. sary and his ‘designs upon men ‘and ‘an even miore so'lemfn

vision of the numberless. effects of the conflict in w’hxch-

‘We Now engage.
Havmg enumerated the splrltual‘ tea'chmg‘s\ in Revela-

_ tion concerning the Person of our Lord, we _shall now .
.. study’ the role played by His Igrea‘t Adversary 'who, next -

to' the 'Son of,'God, s the main actor in“the last writing

of the Bible. In the rest of ‘Seripture .we possess a_com-
paratlvely complete description of Satan but Revelation
,presents an even more striking picture and, in some re-
~spects, adds entlre]y new details.

Beeause_ this is a vast subject we must content ourselves-

with mentioning the main references to Satan and with
. making a few brief comments upon ‘these references,
. - .

A Devotional 511161;1 o

L a%mn

by 5)r fDuBarry . “'._ |

- 'Even’ more perilous is ‘this’

I.- The Person of Satan

~ Rev. 12:3:9—The Enemy is vhere p'resented to us under

the contradictory aspects of beauty and horror. ‘Nothing
is' more magnificent an'd more repulsive’ than o dragonm,

~and the most amazing-natural qluahtles tdgether with the .
- most dreadlful aspects of. ‘noral unworthiness. In Satan
i too we See this weird eotmbmatmn for hé' is at once the
“angel of Jight” and' a “roaring lion”. The dragon is
ready to wage an all-out war a:gamst God and his saints.
-In the fearful conflict” 'whlch e ‘s ito. 1n1t1ate, Satan is

such an extraordmary opfponent that four d-lfferent rames -
are necessary ‘to—describe :his: afbommable person in - all
. its- entirety,. '-“the dragon, 'o'he uld 'senpent t‘he Devxl

‘Satan”. A

. L The Deslgns of Satan v. !

Rev 12 4—The word “devour” '1nd1cates the ferocmus- v

“negs-of the attack and. the aJppall'mg consequences of the.
vmtory‘ JThe. vanqu1shed was to be. swal’lowed up. and.
assimilated by the would-.be . victor. Hen'ce Hls Whole
nature would become a.'part of Satar: -~ .\ v

~ Rev. '12:10—The word' “afécuser mdma‘tes but one"

» small aspect of ‘his work for, thds 'monstrous pvrey-m‘aker §:

blood of the sa‘mts ; T o
:,- AL ',-* III The Agents of Satan '._.-_'l !

Rev 9 11+ 12—‘The Scmptures reveal 'that the Dev11 acts-
" throug:h intermediaries.: - Durmg our- 'Savmur ) mmlstry,
Lo His: Adversary -cotistantly worked - th-ro*ungh evil spirits.
- Jiidas 'hnmselif that incarnate devil without precedent,
brings together in one personahty the' worst ‘characteris-
tics of the Enemy. -

In Revelation Satan is plctured as ‘hang recourse to

a’great number ‘of agents.’
armed locusts of 'this twelfth c¢hapter pose as a formid-
able power which s capable not only of bringing about

~ge
.

« the.fall of- many: individuals 'but Jalso of startunlg a uni-;

vensal calamity. “

~ Rev. 13:1-8—iSatari’s, agents each possess dustmct' an'd
complementary- attribuftes. - ‘The second, beast offers cér-
tain features of a lamb,-that iy of that which is best, to-":
gether with a dragon, a faint image of that which is

dreadful. This powerful agent exercises both violence
and guile. Are hot all ‘false rehg’wns mlrrored in this
prophiecy ?

* Rev. 20:7-10—The EV11 ~One ‘has su‘dceeded m mdblhz-
ing under ‘the symbolic names of Gog and Magog, a host
of those hostile to the dlvme cause. These are not inde-

‘The mysterious and well _

+ _ mouth, while speakmg accusatlons, is“stained w1th the K

-~

LTee
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pendent- creatures but it is all the satamic wickedness
incarnated in myriads of human executors.

- IV. Satan’s Ei)terprises' .

Rev. 2:9, 10; 3:9—The Enemy’s first a'ﬁtempt against
the true 'dxsc1p1'es is to favour the rise of 2 “saynajgogue of
Satan” side by side with .them.  These fdlse people of
God possess present advantages greater than those’of
the real people of God. - Alt their disposal are the advan-
t'ages -of number and aut&lovrlty The genuine Christian .
assembly is seemingly reduced %o-a mlseranle condition
of inferiority. .

Rev. 2:13—Satan knows the best lpflaCe in_ which 1o
dwell -~ among God’s faithful witnesses!

Rev. 2:24—Here we learn 'that Satan delights in cater-
ing to the pride and :in stlmu]atmg the malice of «:ertam
_men by disclosing to -them alone some-of his evil sécrets.

Rev. 12:7-9—Hereis the war! No respite and o rest!.
Let not lthe most auspicious silence deceive us ‘for the
battle even now rages. 'The enemy’s hosts are mot seen?
Then we must be 'doubly watchful. Our own human
struggle may have, its importance but we do not take up
much space -in ‘the vast battle field. The true conflict
takes place not between ‘‘flesh and blood” and Satan. but
rather between Satan and the heavenly powers.

The archangel Michael is entrusted as it were -with a
legal operation agalinst Satan. . Both are followed .by.
angels and they wage against each other a 'war which no
human pen could fully describe. The «mo-men'to'us import
of its issue we can however well imagine. '

Rev. 12 :8—*“The dragon and his a-ngels p're'vmled 'not ”
Thus even before the destruction of his agents, the Enemy
suffers a new pers-onal ‘defeat. Hls place was not to be
- found any more in heaven. No longer ‘did he have access
to God nor can.he further accuse His c'hnldren He is
forever, cast down upon the earth. -

-

V. “Satan’s Vlctorles oo

Rev. 12:4 With the exception of the e'lect the: ‘w'hole.
world ‘s plc‘tured as being seduced by the Deceivér. His’
-agents are given the porwer of workm'g miracles. ‘He has
delegated so much. au‘thorl‘ty to Babylon that the mations
have to bow down before her.” But-Sitan '8 victories are

.. not confined to earth alone: “his tail drew the third part
of the stars of heaven.”’ -This figure represeilts . all the
angel§ who- foolishly -gave ear to ‘the Devil’s slanders and
deserved-to be cast out of heaven with him. - - ™ -

Rev. 13:11-18 IThe scene is transferred to earth.
Satan has handed his powers over to new agents who are
eminently qualified to lure all men to idolatry, 'blas'phem'y
and revolt against God.

VI. Satan’s Defeats

Rev. 12:5—In = deliberately restrained narfative,
Sa~tan 's igreatest defeat is deplcted when t;he Son of God
escaped his deadly clutches. =~ =, - :

Rev. 12:7-12—The angelic powers whlch ‘h'ad lebelled
against 'God are crushed, do'wn by the heavenly hosts.

Rev, 12:13- 17—1’_I‘Ehe woman ‘in this passage represents
all those who are the true followers of God. Their Master
is perfectly able to bring themr help and deliverance.
‘Satan vainly employs all the means at his dispesal ‘to
destroy ‘these believers—he rpersecu‘tes the woman but
wings are ‘given her; he’ casts out of his mouth “water
as 'a flood” but the earrth opens itself to “gwallow up the
flood”.

~

* =to .provoke -him:

~ Ly

Rev. 17:16, 17—Sdtan’s different agents are pictured
destroying: each other. Even ‘the whore who had gained
such great 1nf]uen'ce is annihilated by Iher f'ormer ac-
complices.-

Rev. 19:20—The first beast and the false prophet re-
ceive their rewards as they are taken and cast alive ‘into
the lake-of ‘fire ‘and brimstone.. - .

Rev. 19: 21-—Al the earthly powens, all the tkmlgs and
all men bond and .free who had entered ‘the “service of
ﬂhe Enemy are finally doomed to a 'dreadful death.

Rev.. 20:1-8——The being, who had enJoyed full tiberty _

of action.and who could go “to and fro in, the earth”
withowt- restraint, who could freely choose the rplaces in
- which ‘to :win his most decisive victories or hurl his inso-
lent charges, finally becomes intoxicated with his vaunted
libefty and is ‘chained and cast mto a pit! There he les
for ‘a symbolical period of a ‘thousand years because he.
foohshlry believed that the Son of God could not rise from
_the grave! There he lles, not in the solitary confmement
of a new sepulchre, but rather in thé bottomless pit where °
he shares 'the hruml'lratmg fellows'hl'p of h-1s 'mlserab‘le

guests. ” .

VII Satan s Pumshmeut

Rev. 2 10 15—The lake, of fire and 'brlmsftone str1km~gly -
describes the horror of Satan’s eternal punishment. What. -
awful companions are hjsh The beast, the false prophet
death, hell and those whose names were not found in the
bodk of life are successively-cast into the dlsmal prison.
Those who had served him so well¥are now. before Him
“Show us riow . thy power! Break. the
bars -and let us out!” It seems ‘as though we ¢an hear the
echoes .of those laslh'mg reproaches which they direct
against their ‘helpléss ‘master.
ing a just punishment but t:hey, also rémain as eternal
accusers of the vanquishéd Enemy of God

t % * b . %

.

Does not the Book' of Revela'tlon throw new. and neces-
sary lght ‘upon ‘t:he persons of the lSav1ovur and His Ad-

versary and upon thié great conflict 'whac'h engages them? . . '

.But in the promises-made .to the seven.churelies; he
that has overcome foretells the happiness O’f those tha‘t
will, overcéme. 'How can ‘we ovex‘come»" By- ‘the use of
natural means? By thé cunning’ of hu.man 1nteIhgence" .
No' We shiall overcome, by the Iblood of ‘bhe Lamlb' -

. CI-IAPTER FOUR
THE FULFILMENT OF THE CELESTIAL'
DESIGNS - e

HE. book of Revelation is one of achion. It stands as

a perfect~example of heroic literature, dnd its dis-
“closure of the invisible realm reduces the whole of human
history to a mere pdarenthesis. At the same time ‘the nar-
rative extends well beyond the limitg of time and space.

One brief day’s. vision was sufficient to. bring. us, through ST

the pages of this short book, the firial Wword on problems
of momentous importance whose ans'wers are -only to be
found in this last writing of the Bible. . -

We have already dealt with the revelations concerning
the Saviour and His adversary. Let us now, with the .
a;posﬂe John, gaze at the idivine action viewed as a whole,
as it is mam‘fested fPirgt in heaven, and secondly on earth.

I Visions oir the Celestlal Scene .
1. The DIVINE GLORY is revealed to John in its perfect
-beauty (chapters 4, 5). Al other visions in Secripture

Not only are.they suffer- ’
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whether considered in detail or as a whole, seem inferior
to those which the following words introduce: *“and be-
hold, a throne was set in heaven’”’, Immediately after, im-
npresslve pictures are drawn; but behind those pictures
is found the even more beautiful reality of things. All
that which represents the elite of the sacre'd beings and
- the privileged host of ‘the redeemed, all the angels — in
take but one attitude,
that of adoration before the One majestically seated on
His throne. This vision is granted to John . .. for us,
that we might share its blessing and in our turn.worship
and praise the omnipotent God, and fall prostrate before
this divine manifestation.of t‘he heavenl'y glory.

2. We also find here a picture of the DIVINE JUSTICE.

It is revealed iin the handling of the seals (chapters 6

8qq. ), in the sound of the brumpets (chapters 8 sqq.) '

.and'in the pouring of the vials (chapters 16 sqq.). The
whole of heaven thus appears as,the place from which

the great. manifestations of God’s eternal ma'glstrateshmp .

are sef in motion. ?

', 3. The apostle also contemplates — and here more than
anywhere elde — ‘the revelation of DIVINE GRACE (7:9-17).

number, of .all nations, and kindreds, and people, and
bomgvues stood before the throne.” ‘These are sinners
“which do not escape the.common judgment of men guilty
of rebellion against ‘God. Unable to be saved by self-
effort, they are now to share a perfect bliss because-they
are absolutely spotless in white robes and are washed ‘in
the blood of the Lamb.

4. We understand how ﬁhus became pdssfb’le when we
read.what happened %o the Child when life was endan-
gered by Satan (12:5). The foul breath of Satan pursues
the Lord Jesus throughout His earthly life but the
_ASCENSION OF THE 'SON ttowards the Father’s throne is
here graphically ‘depicted. The various outbursts of
pralse which are found throughout the book re-echo the
Joy of this unique triumph.

5. The heavens also witness an eXtraordmary drama - .

in the DOWNFALL OF THE USURPER (12: 7-17) It 1is ‘more
‘than a titanic battle that is waged by ﬁhe divine cham-
plons against the forces of evil. - .

6. ‘Satan’s falling has repercussions on all the hlstorlcal
. powers which had concluded an alliance with him. Chap-

ter 18, which is a ‘masterpiece of emotion, reveals the . -

momentous consequences of ‘Satan’s defeat. Divine jus-
tice is pe'rfectly satisfied as shown in the CELESTIAL
MESSAGE revealed | by an anget to John . . . again for us.

7. In chapter nineteen fis the vision o‘f ‘the FINAL TRI-
UMPH of our God over all His human enemies.

8. 'The CELESTIAL CONCLUSION of the entire history of
mankind is found in chapters 20 and 21.
a. IChapter 20—the FINAL PUNISHMENT of the re'bels is
here dJep'lk:ted in rapid, striking touches.

-~ b. IOhap‘ter 21:-22:5—the CELESTIAL HAPPINESS appears

in the remarkable picture of the Holy City, the NEW‘

Jerusalem, the Elect Bride.

Through these visions of ‘the heavenﬂy scene which
were vouchsafed ‘to John we are glven the highest con-
ception of divine realities and discover entirely mew
‘aspects of those things that “eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, which
he hath prepared for these that love him.”

+ © 2. Visions on the Earthly Scene

From his heavenly observation ipost, John can also peer
into the depths of the lower scenes. A terrifying vision
of the retributive effects of the divine sovereignty is
given to us. The wrath of God here shows itself more
than his love, because in the normal state of the relation-.
ship between ‘God and men, there are more opportunities
for Justlce than for love. And without making void the
promise that “where 'sin gbounded, grace did much more
abound”, men’s revolt was so bitter and so mdespread
that numerous and pressing warnings were necessary in
Scrlpture

We shall now see, in 1mpress1ve symbols, 'the two stages
of the descending vision ' .

1. First THE PIT, dreaded.by. the demons (Luke 8:81).

a. From this pit, there arises a thick smoke, then dread-

ful and innumerable locusts, which scatter on the”

earth: to bring malediction (9:1-2).

. In the pit we then catch sight -of the beast, which
shall “ascend out of lit, and go into perdition” (17:8).
c. ‘Satan himself was cast into it. On this occasion we
have a striking picture of 'the pit. That accursed
place is put under the control of God himself: he
possesses ‘its key and its' chains; he sets seal upon
it. And yet that pldce and lits horror are -but tem-
porary (Chapter-20). .

2. The vision finally takes us to'the infernal shores .
of THE LAKE OF FIRE AND BRIMSTONE, which is “the second
death”, and which is stilt more to be dreaded than the
bottomless pit (20:14). °

a. Here is the threat: “If any man worship the beast

and hifs * image, and receive his mark in his forehead,

or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine
of the wrath of God .. . and he shall be tormented

with fire and brim-stone ... (14:9-10).

. Into that place of terror, the beast and the false
prophet are first cast (19:20). :

. The devil is then thrown into it (20 10). We notice
four stages in Satan’s fall. He.is first found in

+ heaven; he 'is then thrust back and falls to earth.

”

" After fbémg shut up in the lbottomles»s pit he comes
out of it only to be finally cast into the lake of fire
and brimstone. We leave-him there for ever and °
ever and, on this wside of the veil, we shall fiever
know any more about him.. We have therefore to
deal with a vanquished enemy who was long ago

_ 'wounded 'to 'death. . His final destiny has been set-
tled, and we can. thus oonfldently walk in our earthly
journey, without any *fear of his snares.

. Death and hell are in their turn cast into ‘the lake
of fire (20:14). .

. Then, “whosoever 'was'not found written in_the
book’of life was cast mto the lake of fire” (20:15). .
The beast and the false-prophet, the devil and his-
angels, death and-hell, and whosoever was not found
in the book of lifet There would seem to exist an
essential difference between that last class and the
preceding ones. Not having one’s name written in
the book of life appears to be less serious. -But,
whosoever has his name written on the book escapes
the dreadful fate which is the penalty for all dis-
obedience to the divine law; therefore, any man
whose only r esponsnblhty is to refuse grace ‘thereby
puts himself in the company of all the condemned.
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3. A Fourfold Conclusion
1. “WoRrsHIP GoD”~(22:9). We shall not give any com-
ment to the word, But in the face of those revelatlons,

. we cannot but join 'the 'blessed in their attitude of Joyous

reverence.

. “BLESSED ARE THOSE . WHO WASH THEIR ROBES
(22 14)—(Wﬂfha'ms ‘translatlon) The only earthly hap-

. piness wh‘mh can be found ‘in heaven is that which finds
. its origin in the cleansmg blood of Christ. )

8. “EVEN S0, COME LoRp JESUS!” (22:20). If ‘the
lamb deserves adoration, and if a robe washed in his blood
must bring true happiness, then our ardent desire is that
he might quickly come. /

4. “THE GRACE OF OUR. LORD JESUS CHRIST BE WITH
YOU ALL!” (22:21). That is ‘the apostle’s desire; and it
is the desire of the Holy Spirit who inspired it. The uni-
versal yearning is .that the grace of ‘the Lord Jesus be
with all, with all those who are already truly Christians,
as ‘well as with all those who seek to become such. -

" THE MINISTER

AND REVIVAL

By Pastor Archibald G. Brown

N ORDER rbo clear the ground before me, I will try and
define what a true revival is, and first let me say,

I distinguish it from much that goes under the name -at
the present day. This is a revival age, if not of experi-
ence, yet of talk. Revival meetings, revivalism and re-
vivalists, abound on every hand. A craving on the part
of ‘the masses for the truth to be presented in a more
lively, sensational form ‘than was to be found in the
sanctuaries of the land, has been met by a large section
of Christians to ‘the very full. ‘“They have out-heroded
Herod.” Sensational names, sensational bills, sensational
services, have all been tried, and I am willing to admit
with some success, especially as rega.rdls the collecting of
large audiences, “Spiritual galvanism”, as it has been
felicitously called by Mr. J. A. James, has been tried 'to
the utmost. The feelings and the lma:gmatlon have been
wrought on to an extreme; for what is at first extra-
ordinary, soon, by periodical repetition, becomes. ordin-
ary, and men.demand still stronger stimulants. We would
not cast a single slur upon those who hold with and em-
ploy these ultra means, for among ‘their number many
of the most eminent and holy children of God are to be
found, and in many instances, God has added a most
abundant blessing. But we do ask the question, is this
all that we are to understand by a revival of religion?
Personally, I reply, surely not. Ilook upon these gpiritual

excitements more as the -necessary accompaniments of a .

revival than the revival itself, They are as the foam-
wréath riding on the summit of the mighty billow; not
the wave itself, but its attendant. Wherever a billow of
true revival rolis, the lzght froth of excited revivalism
always more or less rises to, the surface. But shall we
despise the billow because of the foam, God forbid. Yet
how many ignore and despise the very idea of a revival,
and point to the indiscreet excitents we have men-
tioned as their excuse!

Though I attach no wvalue rﬂo the man'y proceedung*s
which are classified in the present day as revivals, for-

what they are in themselves, yet I praise them for what-

they indicate; namely, that there is a deeper tovement
underlying them, for it is only in a dead calm that thére is
no froth or foam. I cannot here abstain from saying (and
T believe many of the 'brethren echo the sentiment), how
much I.disapprove of any one styling himself, or per-
mitting himself to be called a “Revivalist”, the very term
seems to claim for man the high prerogative which be-
longs alone to him who 'sits upon the throne of heaven;
and to cast a slight upon the glorlous work of the Spirit
upon which we are so absolufely depenrdent.

=4
\

) “Till God diffuse his graces down,
Like showers of heavenly rain,
Tn vain Apollos sows the ground,

And Paul may plant in vann."

An eminent writer says, “That the revival on the days
of Pentecost may safely be used by us as a test to dis-
cover the genuineness of modern ones; for though ‘they
may not be identical in every point,.yet in the main fea-
tures there will bea great similarity.” -

‘What were the main features df that iglorious t1me of
refreshing?

It was preceded_by earnest expectant prayer. ‘Before

the full breeze of the Spirit comes, there will be heard:

a sighing among the branches. A sense of its need will
be felt, Before a revival, the -ery, “O Lord,. revive thy
work,” will usually become more frequent at our gather-
ings ‘for prayer. In cases where the cry has not been

heard at the prayer-meetmgs, if @ revival oceurs, and an -

observer asks his fellow, in, astonishment, how has this
come about? we answer, secret prayer has been at work.
Enquire among the obscure members of the church, and
you will find that an unknown Jacob has been erying,
wrestiing, agonizing in prayer for the blessing. The Te-
vival may have found the minister slumbering, and the
body of the church fast ssleep; but though few kmew
it, you may be sure that some lone one has been upon
hus watch-tower, constant in prayer till the blessing came.
Some Elijah, alone, tperhaps with head bowed between
his knees, asking for the rain, and ’keepmg a sharp look-
out for the gathering cloud. Finney, in his lec'tures, re-
lates the followmg incident, “A revival commenced in a
church- in’ America with a devoted woman. She became
anxious about sinners, and gave herself to prayer .for
‘them; her distress increased; she went to the minister
and asked him to appoint a meeting for anxious souls;
he put her off, for he felt nothing of it himself. She
came the next wéek and besought him, for she felt as
if 'God was about to pour out his Spirit. He sent her off
agam at last she said to him. ‘If you don’t appeint an
anxious meetinig, I shall die; for there is certainly going
‘to be a revival.’ The next Lord’s Day he appointed one,
not knowing of a single one likely to come; but great was
his astonishment on.reaching the place, 'l:o find a large
number waiting for him to point them to Christ.”

The revival at Pentecost began among the ministers
of the gospel. There were thousands of all nations in
Jerusalem at the time: the fields were white unto the
harvest, but before the sheaves were brought in, the
Lord had a work to do among ‘the reapers. Behold them
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‘gathered. toge'bher in 'yonder room. What are ‘rJhey walt-
“.ing for?. Their answer 1s, we barry untll‘we are * endued
-, with -power from.on hi

’. ‘A noise like Im1ghty rus'hmg
wind isvheard, exult.mvgly they cryy “It comes, it comes,”

"and’ lo, the place js filled with ‘thé 'ruslhm-g m1ghty wind,
" while each receives a -ba'ptns«m ‘of fire.

“Thus a.rm’d 'he sent his c‘hampmns forth,

- ‘From east to. west, from souwth to north;

. < ‘Go and assert-your Saviour’s eause; .
- Go; spread the mystery of his eross.” ,

Y Tlh'a't t'here may be exceptions we \g'rant but we believe
that' when ‘God purposes to kindle .a holy conflagration in

‘4 nelg'hibourhodd or. nation, Jhe .usually-begins. by setting -

his servants’ Kearts on’ fire; the ‘dedcons and elders catch”
the’ flame ‘the fire rung from heart to heart ill the’ whole
‘chiurch’ glows like -a burn't offermn ;- and™ THEN the
masses 'feel its power. Friends, pard‘on nie if I am gomlg

" too far, but behold: the. 'paralle’l Are not the fields around

us'by their very vagtnéss asking- for-this sickle? - Have
not we met in one place with one accord? O that the fire
might fall on us, that all of us from the eldest.to the
youngest, from the most known to the mést obscure, .
might have a ‘day of refreshing for our own s‘ouls )
The revival of Pentecost followed the simple p*reachmg

-of Chiist erucified.

Listen to. Peter preaching. “No rounded pomtless sen-
tences,. fall-from’ his lip. ‘No high-flown eu'logy on the
natural dignity of man. No polite apologies lest-he should
hurt or wound ‘their: feelings. He passed no eloquent

* encomfiuin on. cold chaste morality, apart from the blood
. of the atonement.

‘He-manifested no. cowardly shirking
of the sdverexgn‘by of God on the one hand, he used no _

" ‘bated breath in declaring the 'duty of-ithe  sinner on the

other. - /Him, being delivered. by the determinate counsel

.and’ foreknowle‘dge of 1God, ye thave taken, and by wicked
. hands”have crucified and slain. i

tized, every one‘of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for
remission of sins.”. Is there to be apostolic blessing?
‘there must be apostolic preachling. Down with cold SPECU-
LATIONS, UP WITH WARM-HEARTED DECLARATIONS. "Déwn
with hair sphitting, up with heart breaking. Down with
sinner lauding, up with Christ exalting. D'own 'wﬂ:h the .

, crucifix, up with IChrist crucified.

Many other resemblances might be men'tloned but.

“gpace -and time_forbid.: T think T -cannot “do better. than

here give Dr..J enkyn s description of a revw'al in his own. -
words: * “A révival is the sprm'g of re-ll'glon, the renova-
tion of life and gladness. It is the season in which young
converts burst.into existénce and beautiful ac’owrl:y The.,

-church resumeg her. toil and labour with freshness and

energy. The.air all*around is balmy, and diffusing the
sweetest odours. 'The whole landscape teems ‘with living -
It~is the jubileeof holi-’
ness; a gemal warmth pervades and refreshes-the whole

. dhu'rc'h "Showers of vernal 'deh'gﬂh't and j joy descend -gently.

and copiously. Delightful influences are wafted by every
breeze. Where the 'dead Teaves of winter still linger, the
primrose and the daisy spring up in modest Toveliness.

~ Trees long barren put forth buds of beauty and rpower

The "whole valley is crowned with ‘fragrant and varied
blossoms. Form-s of beauty 'bloom on every gide, and Zion

. is the joy of the whole earth.”:
If we would be informed, “What is a 'true revival?” -
_ Let*IScripture gpeak.

© “In ‘bha't ‘day “shall the Lord of -

N _ hosts be for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty,

S unto tbhe resrd'ue of h'ls people.”

“r w111 'be as the dew -

- 4 -
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unto Israel; he s'hlall grow as’“the lily, and cast forth hls
“roots as Lebanon. His rahchés shall’ Slpl"e’a'd and “his
beawty shallsbé as the olive ’bree' ‘and hiis smell as Lebanon.
They ‘that dwell un'der ‘his s'hadow .shall return; they
“*shall revive as the“corn, and grow.as ‘the vine: the scent -
thereéof shall be as the wme of- Le'ban'on " May these words
"be 'our sweet experiérice as 'mdlwdual behevers in Jesus,
and may they yet be found a f)rue plcbure of our churches.

Mry next point is, that the way in which God has cho&en
. to carry on his work.in the world and prosper- hiis ‘chureh,
IS BY SENDING DISTINCT REVIVALS :

They -are identified with the ‘lns'tory of the church in
all- ‘ages. . Oh: looking back and tracing: the- onward pro-
gress of ‘the«dhum‘h’ there 1§ ‘not. so much resémblance
to the steady flowing river ‘as'to 'the incoming tide. Tt
‘has advanced by wave su'cceedung wave; after -each wave
there has been an apparent ebb, but the next billow has
“swept o lttle further. than the Jast, and thus has the
* flood ad'vanced Finney says, “Almost all the- rehglon
_in the ‘world has been provduced' by revivals. . Men are so
" sluggish; there are so many t‘hmg‘s ‘to.lead their minds
off from relrglon and o oppose the- influence of the
gospel that it is necessary to raise an excitement’ among
them, till ithie tide runs so high as to. sweep away the
opposing: obstacles ” For 1llustrat1on of - this truth, let us
refer to church “history, and in .doing so, we fm'd' re--
-peated. revivals in 10ld. Testament days, which have been |
"rejoiced in-and- celebrated by ithe pious as the dhowest
displays of d1v1ne mercy, and. have cheered and encouraged
the faithful in the darkest fimes. ‘of declénsion. The re-
membrance 'of what God ’HAD done formed the argument

in their pleadings, and gave them confidence 'whilst they .

cried,: “Lord THOU HAST, been ‘favourable unto “thy
land thou hast |broutg'ht bac‘k the, captivity of Jacob.
_W1I't t'hou be angry with us for ever" Wilt ‘thou’ not revive

"Repen‘t and be bap- \ Us agdin: ﬂhatot'h'y people may réjsice in thee.” “0 Lord,

revive thy work, in the 'rm‘dst of the years, in ‘the’ mlldst :

of the years make known, in wrath remember’ mercy.”

What a glonou's revival ‘was that which took place dur-
ing the reign of Hezekiah, .whén the high places were
removed, ‘the images broken, and the groves ciit down,
while a, holy fury, like a purging fire, swept‘through the
land. What a succession of: revivals do we find récorded

in 'eonnecfmon with the reigns of David, Solomon, Jehosha- -

‘phatt, Joash Uzzigh, and. Josiah! and were not the days
of Ezra and of -Nehemiazh réndered famous by. reason of
great refomna'tlons and powerfrul mamfesntahoms of re--.
Jigious zeal? _—

* Turn we 1o’ apostolw dwys How marvell'ous was lﬁhe
revival which took place dlrect‘ly after the Pentecostal.
shower! Noﬂhmg “but “the extraordlmary agency of l|1;he
Holy Spirit ‘accompanying ‘the ‘ipreaching of the gospel can
accotint for the ralpldlty ‘with which it spread throughout
-the Roman’ empire. All the:feelings of the natural heart
were opposed to the doctrines of a erucified Saviour;

o

P

« gl " the- existing religion- were .opposed to the ‘doctrines ~

of a_ crucified Saviour; all the existing religions were -
.at war with its uncompromising clalms all the social
“habits and influences of the peo‘ple were hostile to" the

requirements of the gospel; and all the prejudices and- .

philosophies of the great and lordly were arrayed against -

the lo'wly sufferer of Calviry; and.yet, notwithstanding

all, in a very ‘fow:years from. 'ﬂhe death of Christ, “his

gos'pel was_spread over the civilized world. Lét -it be :
. remembered too, that all 'Ehls was.done without the early

disciples possess’mlg the i meams an'd' fac111t1es for combined
‘., - . N

.
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- action-.we now possese 'i‘lhey. -were without ew}en the’
" powerful and legitimate aid of ‘the printing-press. Their’ 5
. vm‘bory was accomplishied alone through the simple preach-

ing of the truth and the .heanmg of the word, for the
_books of the New.'Testament ‘were written 'to meet the
ex1gem1es of churches, allready formed. The same feature

is 'to be obse‘rved in’ the early history of the church sub-’

.'sequent to a'postdllc days. The power of the gospel was
not only illustrated by the unflinching heroism-of those
who rather than deny their Lord permitted the lions’ jaws
Jto -drip with their hearts’ gore; but by the multitudes
-- who, with ma'rt‘yrdom before them, YET came forward

-+~ tof profess-Christ. "During thedark night of fhe. thir-"
. téenth century, there were powerful revivals of religion,

as let the history of the Waldenses, the Tsrael of ‘the Alps,:
testify. TIn the fourteenth: century: a matked- revival
- -Swept 'thmugh ‘England, through ithe ministry of Wick-

liffe; and. during the 'fifteenth century the church on the.

- econtinent was. greatly reviyved and enlanged through the
labours of John Huss, and Jerome of>Prague. But how
grandly does the sixteenth century stand forth as a period
of revival!. At its commencement a gross darkness cov-
ered the earth. - Popédom and superstition held the sway.

A lethargy had crept over the whole church —a deadly
lkathang'y pervaded all, but now fis tthe time for 'God o
work.’ A revival so-mighty, that it has well been called
. the reformation, marched triumphantly on. .

“(Martin. Luther, the Wittenburgh doctor, thundered in

. Germany, and the thighty ‘peals reverberated through

sEngland. John* Calvin at Geneva; taught and wrote,
‘argued and explained; and while -Martin® Luther tried
~to knock the.Popé and devil ‘down; Calvin laboured to
build up the church with polishéd stones. “A spark from
Geneva kindled a heart in ‘Scotland, and John Knox set
. the kingdom on a blaze. ' ‘Time Fails us to do more than

) close the list by reminding you ‘that a century ago, tle
s'leepmg church was rouséd, when north and south, east
and west, those incarnate seraphims, ‘George Whitefield
and John Wesley, went abroad and filled the land thh
the flame of fervent piety. . o .

We will now vcomsxdevr THE BEARING OF THIS SUBJECT

- UPON US. : -

What is our- -great need, what is our great desire, what _
is the world’s great requlremenlt" Is iit not a revival of
rehlglon in our hearts, and in ourchurches ¥ There seems'

- to exist a general conviction that the church is nof tell- r

ing on the world -as it should, and various are ‘the sug-
- gestions offered as to 'the remedy. "“Alter your style of
building,? say some,. *if the. little plain cha:pe'l sis half

‘empty, built a large 'Gothic-place with a epire — that,

~will draw ‘the peoples’ ‘Alter your style, of worship,” say
.others, “Do away with the warm-hearted old clerk who
has led 'the sung'mg' from.that table pew for the last ten
years, and who sings more earnestly than 'sweetly, put
+ an organ in his place ‘have a machine instead of a man—
. that will draw the masses.” “Change 'the preachers,” “Do
~ away with all your classic.preachers,” hotly answers the
other, “Dlsmx«ss all- the -young 'mlmlst'ers," says one. “I
have no pa’t1enlce with these boys,” said an aged matron -
in my hearing but la'tely “Have only young and- zealous
men,” answers thé oppas1te party. “Pension the venerable
gentlemen——lﬂhelr time is gone by.” What is the true
- want? We ‘Venture to'answer, a revival in our midst, Let ~
us have that, and all the difficulties will, vanigh. Is our

place of worship. plains—dre, we -unable lt,o boast a @plre"_
never mmd we shall find th'at 'heaven s fire can desceiid .

g
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.in our 'midst -wrbhout ‘bhe heltp of that conductor Is our
smgm-g “not of the most classical ‘kind? Never miind, let-

" the little harshness of the 'tongue Wl'll be’ fongo‘t,ten Let
a revival come, and the minister w1ﬂh but little ediuca.tlon
and less of this -world’s rhetoric, will- yet’ speak wonds
none shall be able'to gainsay, for he shall speak as movéd
by 'the Holy Ghost. Let a reyvival come, and a classical
. éducation shall in nowise chill the burning thou'gh'bs swhich
' God: thas kindled; but being sanctified, ‘learnm-g shall be-
conie a glittering weapon, doing execution in parts of tthe”
field where the uneducated could be 'of litfle service.
Let-a revival come, and ‘the young will so preach that
‘none. shall be .able to- despise their youth. Leét a revival

come, and many an aged servant of ‘the Liord shall, like -,

Samson, feel the locks of his: strength_ growing afresh,
and the congregation shall see ‘dha:t the dew of his’ you‘th
is yet upon Him: - /

If, indeed, revivals be God’s -modus’ opem’ndz tthen let .
us cry, “Lord send us a, revival.” “When?’ We answer,
“Why not now?” It seems to me as if we were already
on the verge of glorious days. The church® yearns and
sighs for it. There is .a noise. heard among the dry
bones of the valley; ‘the tramp of 20,000 wending their
way to hear the gospel preached in the Agricultural Hall
has already sounded loudly in our ear, The church which, .
like a ship}.has long been stranded on fthe shore, glides
slowly .down towards the water’s edge; already she be-:
gins to feel the power of the rolling tide—another heave,’
-she is off, (shall".she receive it-now?) and then :with
studding sails; and .every ‘stitch of canvas filled with the
Spirit’s |breeze, the. good old“bark, which- hasg already
weathered many a storm, shall gallantly career through
\the waves.

‘God send.a revival lin our Iheart‘s If any of u-s, have
become cramped and ‘fettered, in our work by 'the bonds -
of dry officialism and by lack of- spiritual power, may
he snap'the one andn supply the other; from ‘us may our-
churches catch the tholy impulse; 'ﬁrom them. may the
circle widen till all our sister churches in ‘the kingdom
are included in its belt of fire, and may itthis our age
stan'd grandly forth as one of God's revwal epochs.

Bihle Slfhu'ul ..Le'-ssnfnl l]iitline
Vol 19 Third Quaiter  Lesson3 - July 17, 1955
OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tot.)

THE RESULTS OF JUSTIFICATION

° r

‘a revival come, and every heart will* smg.so lou'd'lvy that ‘_

Lesson Text: Romans 5:1-11. ’ -

Golden Text: “Thereforé being justified by fa.lth we ﬂlave .
pelace with God through our Lord Jesus IOhns't __Romans
* b

" One way of studying this chapter profitably would be lto.-
group the various thoughts under headings sthggested by the
egehrbmn of the phrase “much more”: tthe’ “much more” of

emption (verse 9), of resurrection (verse 10), of the riches -

‘of grace (verse 15), ‘of ngh‘teousne'ss (verse 17) and of.
reign (verse 20).

What a glorious thing it is to be saved! Many Chnstmns,
unfortunately, do mnot _“possess their possessions” (Deut.
11:22-25). They remain children in the faith, and fail to
grow to maturity (Heb. 5:11-14; 6:1); To believe on Christ -
as Saviour is but the first step in the ‘Christian life (2 Pet. :
1 :5-11). With Christ we pdten'tla.l'ly gdin all spiritual bless-
ings (Rom. 8:32; 1,Cor. 3:21-23; Fph. 1:3; 2.Pet..2:3), and -
we need not Ilwe at a ‘ﬂpoor d!ymg rate” when 'Hhe Lord has .

<
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made adequate provision for a mo_z@ gbundant life through
Those who have been declared righteous by virtue.of their
faith in Christ, who has taken away their sin and imputed

unto them His own righteousness, have peace .with God~

(Luke 2:14; Col. 1:20-22).” Through the one Mediator the
believing sinner has been reconciled to the Father -(verse 11;
2 Cor. 5:18-21; 1 Tim, 2:5, 6; Heb. 8:6; 9:15); the controversy
is over (Like 15:20-24). .

Believers have been given the right and thé privilege :of
approaching directly into ‘the Father’s presence (Heb. 10:
19-22). By grace they have a new standing;
longer aliens and-strangers, but sons (John 1:12; Gal. 4:1-T;
Eph. 1:5; 2:18, 19). Through the Holy Spirit bléssed com-
munion with God may now be theirs (Eph. 3:12; Heb. 4:16;
1 John 5:14, 15). ‘Their hope for the future is strong because

-they shall one day share in the very glory of God i(John

17:24; 2 Thess. 1:10, 12).

The path toward the fulfilment of this hope is a steep and
difficult one. Trials and tribulations are necessary in the
process of perfectirig Christian character, just as acid and ‘the
darkness are needed in the development of photographic
plates (Jas. 1:3, 12; 1 Pet. 1:6-9). -Believers are able to
rejoice in the midst of their persecutions and suffering
(Matt. 5:12; 1 Pet. 3:14; 4:12-14), since the Holy Spirit fills
their hearts with a consciousness of God’s love for them
(Rom. 8:18). : : .

Christ died for sinmers, for the helpless, the unworthy and
the ungodly (Mark 2:17; Rom. 4:25; 1 Tim. 1:15; 1 John 3:5).
Since we have done nothing to merit salvation, it is entirely

" the work of God -@fm. 4:5), and whatever God does is per-

fect -(Phil. 1:6). erefore, our eternal security rests upon
the fact that we have been saved by grace.

As we have been saved by the death iof Christ from the
penalty of sin, so shall we be saved by His resurrection, life
and power from the dominion of sin (Rom. 6:5, 6, 22). Our
Saviour lives.to continue His work on our behalf, until we

they are noy

are ﬁna:lﬂfr_presen'ted faultless before His -throne with ex- -
ceeding glory (Rom. 8:28-30; Heb. 7:25; Jude 24). By par-
taking of His death we become reconciled to God; by par-
taking of His life we are sanctified from day to day (2 Cor.
4:10, 11; Gal. 2:20; Col. 1:21,?2). ' X o
Verses 1 to 11 may be summed-up in the statement that
saints are.saved by the life of Christ, and verses 12 to 21 in
the statement that sinners are saved by the death of Christ.
This truth is fllustrated by describing the contract between
men of Adam’s race and men who are in Christ. “As in
Adam all die, even so in 'Christ shall all be made alive”
(1 Cor, 15:22). Adant was the representative-head of our
race. When he sinned, all sinned. His disobedience to God
marked the emtrance of sih and death into the human fam-
ily (Gen. 2:17; 8:6, 19). The law of Moses defined sin, and
charged men with the transgression of God’s commandments,
so that they became conscious of their need. ~All Adam’s
descendants have come into the world with his sinful natdre;
one afiter ‘another they would join the long procession down-
ward to darkness and death, were it not for the fact that
Christ has become the Head of a mew spiritual race (Rom.
8:19-22; 1 ‘Cor. 15:45-57). Those who take their place with
Him are made children of 'God, partakers of His holy nature,
and with Christ Jbefors them they form another procession
which marches upward and onward ‘to life and light (John
3:5, 6; 2 Cor. 5:14-17; Col. 1:13-15; 2 Pet. 1:4). ’
'Some of ithe scholars may be puzzled as to the ielation
between our condemnation and Adam’s sin. Through Adam
we inherited- the tendency to sin; but we are, sinners, not
only by nature, but also by reason of our own deeds, for
which we are personally responsible’ (Ezek. 18:20; Rom.
3:23). In the final analysis we are not lost because of Adam’s
sin, for on the cross Christ paid that debt, but we are under
condemnation. when we refuse to have part in His atoning
death. . The seeds of sin dwell in our mature as part of our
natural inheritance, and like disease germs, will produce

v

" spiritual death, as these do natural death, unless we avail
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