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A CONCRETE ANSWER 'TO MODERN-UNBELIEF

‘HAT a strange day! but what a challenging day in

which to stand for ‘the Gospel! This is a strange
time: for there is a sad confusion in religious circles so
thiat the believeF is called upon to exercise his God-given
digscernmenit. in order to choose between the right and
the wrong. . 'Some may despahr at this fact and =seek
refuge in some form of escapism while others try to
compromise but the true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ
. sees a mighty challenge and ]ook's for the intervention of
the Lord.

For ourselves we have no time for any dec]ara‘tlon or
written articles that “beat around the bush”. Nice little
tidbits which lack both directness and force strike us as
the work of effeminate persons rather than the utterance
of men of IGod. As God gives us grace, we shall there-
fore speak very plainly here and endeavour to show that
God has a definite answer for the unbelief that charac-
terizes Canada and the world today. :Our many readers
beyond the borders of this fair Dominion will bear with
us as we cite examples in our own land; we are sure that

the great scriptural prmcxrple which we shall seek to.

enunciate is applicable in every lan-d

Modern Unbelief -
‘When many read the phrase “modern unbelief”, they

~

will immediately think tha't the reference is to some form,

. of atheism or mifflitant infidelity outside the churches.
The sad fact, however, is that. the great centers of mod-
ern unbelief are to be found not beyond the pale of the
churches but right within their borders. More harm
is accomplished by so-called teachers of the gospel than
by a hundred confirmed atheists on the outside.

In this regard we can safely say that the churches of
Jesus Christ have seldom come mpon a sadder day. The
great hours of the churches were those when they were
besieged by detérmined enemies from without for the
Liord enabled His servants to rise and turn aside such
threats. The era of persecution, reformation and dis-
putiation become “their finest hour”. Then the churches
stand out terrible as an army with banners.

When the attack is from within, the case is different.
When ithe attackers play the rrole of flfth-commn ‘opera-
tors and become ministers, leading o‘f'flclals and profes-

" sors, 'this whole issue is confused. The real enemies of

‘the faith then mingle with and in most cases “lead” the
hosts of the Lord: Truly a case of the blind leaders of
the blind. The pit to which they head, however, is the pit

of hell. Those who dare raise their voices are said to be
"d|1v131ve” “separatist”, ‘“church-splitters” or “quarrel-
some”. -

Let us be even more specific. In our land there is mot
one of the major denominations that is not honeycombed
with this modernism and unbelief. There is not one of
the major denominational theological colleges that is not
commitied 'to a gospel of unbelief. Further these great
churches and colleges positively are opposed to any who
truly preach Christ and we are fast coming upon a day
here 'in ‘Canada when measures will be taken to stifle the
glad sound of the gospel.

. From one end of this Dominion to the other there are
thousands of villages and hundreds of larger towns where
there is not one single evangelical church, This i§ not
speculation nor is it a statement made merely to raise
unfounded fears. It is a fact! Further there are whole
sections of our large cities where there is not one evan-
gelical church, Around Toronto alone new sub-divisions
are wprmgmlg up and while the modernists and Roman-
Ists rush in to build, evangelicals are deterred by a lack
of money, prayer support and capa!b'le workers. We know
of one such development, not six miles from where we
write. Its present population is nearly 10,000 and its
eventual population will be 85,000 to 40,000 persons.
What a challenge it presents! How important that there
should be a sound, 'aggressive evangelical witness from
the very beginning. Our ‘thbught must not be only of
the moment but of the ‘futuré ‘“that ‘the truth of the
gospel might remalin with you.”

God’s Answer

What is heaven’s answer to the modern unbelief? How
does the Lord view ‘the expansion of these spiritually
powerless, carnal institutions which bedr the-name of
churches? His Word provides the answer! The example
of the early apostles presents the answer, In a world
full of religion, these early men of God Jwent out bearing
the gospel'and establishing New Testament Churches. .

Much of modern evangelism is making absolutely no

* t



pansxon and eﬂtalbhshrment iof true New Testamen’t )
churches. '
i Ineér easmlgly this vision has béen laid upon us for now

. -
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impact be cause it is serving mmply to send its converte
back intc the dead ‘churches of this land. This. is ithe
height of- folly.
with New Testament churches.-
religious infidelity in high _places is in the vigorous ex-

is the hour in which-to act. The Lord seems to be sending
indicatiions that He-isfpreparing us for a great spiritual
crusade.

some of 'our larger céntres.. During the past vear and a

ha]f Roseland, Owen Sound, and Kingston have seen-

-chufches established and ‘these are-already flourishing.
In French Canada, the c1by of Valleyi'leld is Ibemgr opened
to the gospel.,

What of the future? The Lord is sending bhe Semmary -
already heen tried «
in the flre ‘of modernism. and come determined to preach.

some choicé young -men, Some have
" Christ. ' Oh every hand centres present themselves and
appears as “Macedonian calls”.

One is Don Mills which we mentioned will have a popula-
tion of nearly 40,000 souls. How are e to reach 'these
areas?

We have the vision, the challenge is before us.
two pressing needs 'are prayer and funds.

Oulr
Very frank'ly

-our ‘financial needs-are tremendous if we are to take up’

all these- challenges. .These larger denominations 'that go
_ in'to such developments and cities andr operate on a “com-

munity church’. basis -simply 'wrlte héadquarters for .|

building funds and receive lavxs‘h help. ‘Such is not the
case with evangehcal ‘Baptists. We' enter an area ‘and

_seek out the believers,. orgamze services and a ‘Sunday -

"School and .then seek to win .souls. We do not appeal to
unbellevels for financial hellp but’ rely upon the Lord’s
peOp’le
aré- essential.

At the present time the 'Conser\ratlve Regula»r Baptist

Association of Canada could yse a minimum of $50,000.00 *-

-in-a church. edifice loan. fund. ’I‘hls money would 'be

loaned out by the Association, ) ploneer ‘causes which in”~
" turn ‘would pay 'ba'dk the money to-the fund as _they were .

able. "Seldom does THE ‘GOSPEL. WITNESS appeal for -
money. -We make bold to do 'in this. instance because w8

are- persuaded that strong, B]'ble preaching, Christ-. -
-.exalting churches are God's- answer to- modern infidelity. ~~"

May the Lord speak to every . reader that gifts- large and

:small may pour in for, this hour of challenge. ‘Send gifts

and requests for 1nformatlon to Secretary, The Conserva-

tive Regular Baptist Association, 337 Jarvis Street, Tor-

onto 2, Ontario.

h)

. SUNDAY IN ]ARVIS STREET )

\ "The’ preacher at both the mornmg and ‘evenling services
was Dr..H. C. Sla‘de If™ the: miorning his subject. was
“A New-Heart”:" At the conclusion of the service- one
.. young lady lesponded to the gospel invitdtion.

The evening service again was a time of blessing and

the presénce of the ‘Spirit' was felt. The subjeet was
“God’s Answe1 ‘To An Inquiring Soul”

-

"True evangelism will ' walk hand in hand ",
iGod’s - answer to modern .

Toronto Baptist Seminary has a fine band of .
graduates who already have opened:. rploneer causes ‘in.

.In Toronto itself these -
booming new developments are literally springing wup.’

If-our works are to progrress surtable lbullldmlgs
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The Edlfors Corner

Ferré Ar twles o

We have been pleased: to note that the artxcles concernmg
the visit of Dr. Nels Ferré to Canada aroused “such’ in-
terest. From one end of the, country to.the other have
come letters assuring us- that‘ Ch'rxstrans want_such in- ,
formation. Especially encouraging has been the response

from many who: belong ‘to meimber denominations of the

Cana'dllan Councﬂl of Ch-urches wh'loh 'sponsored Dr. Ferré

) New Booklet . ,' . . .
Because of - the heavy demand for extra. .copies of the

Ferlé’s visit we find ourselves left w1t'h few extra -
copies: We have therefo:e 1ncorporated the material
into a t'welve-page booklet-entiled — “The Canadxan
Council of Churches—WHITHER BGUND?” " It is
now ready for distribution. Readers may obtain
free of charge as many copies as they can prayer-.
fully distribute. Any offering toward this work
would be deeply apprec1ated

Dr Shields’ Books " . T A '_'.-"

In the very near future we hope to be able_to announce '

the publication of the first in.a memorial series of books ,
by Dr. T. T. Shields.
and will be priced for wide distribution. The first one
printed will be “The Doctrines of Grace”; it will be com- -
posed of 17 lectures on the great truths of the faith.
Pray for this work and seek to-extend the ministry.

These will have a uniform binding "

S

issues of THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS dealing with Dr, - .




A sion” is employed to: denote many things.
morning-of that change which :is” effected when a-man

man: he was still an enemy of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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‘?E_bc' Jarvis Street ﬁulpi’t

A RELIGIOUS MAN CHANGEDI

A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields St

Preached in Jarvis Street\Baptlsut Church, Toronto, Sun’day Mormmg, November 29th, 1931
- (Stenographically Reported) . .

“And he trembling and a,etomdhed said, Lord w&xe‘t wilt thou h-a.ve me to do?” -

Prayer Before the Sermon
0 Lord a8 wé open' Thy holy Book we again remind out-

. selves: that ‘its treasures are hid to the view of all save those

whom Thou dost enlighten. As Moses was admonished to
remove his shoes in the presence of ithe Light that shone
from the burning bush, so would we come reverently to this
Book of Revelation. We pray that we may be conscious of
Thy 'presenice, and bhat a light fitvm heaven may shine into
our hearts to give the light of the lmowledge of the glory of
God in thé face of Jesus Christ. We ask it in.His name,
Amen,

lHE mornmg text will be* found in the- chapter which

A was read this morning. I shall try to discuss with

you 'the 'meaning of that: revolutionary change which
comes into the lives of those who believe on the Lord
Jesus, which sometimes we describe as conversion, which
the .Bible calls birth:from above. What is involved in
that great change which takes place when -God comes into
a human life?.

Someone sald to me recently, “1 understand conversion
means a change of opinion.” " ‘Well, that is a word which
has a pretty wide signification. A man nay be converted
from one political view to another. The word.“conver-
I speak this

enters .into ‘that experience 'descfibed by our Lord when
‘He said, ‘“Ye mustibe born again.” What is itto be born
again? What is it to be really' saved, to be made: par-
taker of eternal life? . .

We have before us the record orf the conversion of one

-of the greatest.characters of. all“Christian history. The

chapter. opens with a description of this man as being like
- a beast of prey, “Ibreathmg sout ﬂhreatenmgs and slaughter
_against ithe dlvscuples of the Lord" And he is suddenly,
not gradually, - but suddenly -so .changed, so completely
* transformed that we find him preac‘hmg Chrlst in the
synagog'ue t’hat He'is ﬁhe Son of Gdd

. . I. - .ot . >
How IS THAT CHANGE WROUGHT? In the verse I have

" read to you this man is described 4s praying. “Trembling

and astonished,” he said, “What wilt thou have me to
do?”’ Let us see; then, what preceded .this prayer, by
what means this man was ‘inspired thus to’ pray. N

Saul of Tarsus apparently had never been an irreligious
man. He was a- man who wis thoroung‘hly instructed in
the law of the Lord, and had worshipped thé God of his

* fatherg from ‘infancy. He was far from being a sceptic;

he believed profoundly in the truth of the Old Testament-
Scriptures,'and had been thoroughly instructed therein.
And yet he had not,been born again; he was not a saved

-~

cbs 9:6.
- And there are still many-such who are exceedingly re--
ligious, who have had a religious upbringing, who ‘haye
been taught the Scriptures, as Timothy was, from their

‘youth up, and who know the Scriptures, who know" 'some-

thing of-the word of God, and yet they are.not saved.

It is well that you who are teachers ‘should ‘endeavour.
to inform ‘the minds of the scholars under your chargé,
that you shouldLendeavour to éxpound ‘to them the word
of 'Gﬂod/ and to persuadée them, and encourage them fo
commit 40 memory the words of Holy Scrlpture Thet is
all good in its place; yet we must remember. thiat though
people are thus religiously trained, and scripturally in-
Structed, something more than that 1s needed in.order’
that'they may be saved.

But generally to-day is it taught tha‘t people may be -
trained up in the fear of the’Lord, that children may be
educated into lbemg Christians, and especw.lly if they .aré

: metructed in the ‘Seriptures, and they come to know their _
Bibles what more can be demanded-of anyone. ILwsay, this~ .- °

man was thoroughly versed ‘in ithe letter of:the Old Testa-
ment Scriptures, and devoted to the catise of religion,.and
all that he did, he did in the name of religion, and yet he
was in his heart an enemy of Jesus Christ:’ So may a
mind be instracted and yet remain enmity- against God
in its very warp and woof, in its essential nature biased-

"against “all the truths that have fbeen stored away~ m

the memory. . P -

This man had thnessed at leas-t one worthy example
of what it means to be a Christian. His lot ‘may have’ ..
been cast among many whose religion consrsted in a mere
profession. But he had been prlvxlegéd to'see at “least””
one_man .who believéd profoundly in. Jesusi Chyist, and .
who had exemplified in his, own character ;and conduet™
all that he believed, Saul of Tarsus ‘had 'seeh’ one man
die. He. had not heard only of it, but ‘e 'had aetually
seen one man die for the faith that was<in hxrm "He had
seen him die with a prayer on his lips that- the sin.of his.
murder might not be laid to the charge of those who' 'had
shed his blood.- Perhaps no worthier example of a C'hnvs-
tian could be found then or in any subsequent agé than-
Stephen, the first Christian martyr, had presented. And-
yet though Saul had seen the gospel lived before hig eyes,
he was not a Christian.

It is ‘well that we should seek to ‘llve Chnst as wellas + -

teach and préach Him. It is well that the wife should so.
endeavour to live before her husband, and the husband.
before the wife, and the parents before their_children.
But oh, let me remind you ithat you have not-done your
full 'duty, and.that the great dlesxdieratum héas not been
realized when you have merely taught your children, and~
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set before them a worthy eéxample! That does not en-s,m;e
their admission to heaven. This man had been privileged

to witness both, and he was yet unsaved. I{ was not that

of 11;self that led Saul of Tarsus to pray.

I may say further that this man had listened to a great
preacher, to a marvellous summary of ‘the whole Chris-
tian revelation. Study Stephen’s apology. 'Consider what
of importance was omitted from that marvellous epx'tozﬁe
" of all that Godl had spoken, until the gospel shone in full-
orbed glory from the face of Jesus Christ. And Saul of
Tarsus had heard it all. He was present on that great
occasion when this man, full of the Holy Ghost, had thus
set before the Dpeople the record, germinally, the record
which God had given of His Son. ‘And yet, though he
had had the whole :gospel story told to him, he was still
“preathing out threatenmgs" against lt;he dlsclples of
the Lord.

{So people may have the advantage of teaching an-d
preachmg that is thoroughly, soundly, biblical, and noth-

. ing may have been omitted from a full-orbedu Christian

testimony, vet they may still be found in the gall of bit-
terness, and in the bond of iniquity. Men need more than
that to teach them really to pray. I say really to pray;

- for Saul of Tarsus had often said his prayers; he had

often gone through a form of prayer; had been numbered
on numerous occasions with those who professed to wor-
ship God.: And you may have said -your prayers from
the time you were a little child, never omitting a single
day, morning or evening, and yet you may never really
have prayed at all, .Y

" This was the voice of real prayer. What led him thus

to pray Well, it was a visitation from heaven; it was .

the shining of a light that never was on sea or land. It

.was a 'divine, a supernatural, visitation. God touched

-

him, flooded his soul with light until he was made to see
something of what he was.

‘We have all sorts of substitutes for sunlight; on a dark

day we turn on the electric light. How-many kinds of
rays there are I do not know. But let me tell you that
in the work of -conversion, changing a man from a
natural enemy ‘of Christ into a child of God, thére iis no
substitute for-the light that shines from heaven, for the

power that is exercised by ‘God Himself.  There is no

man, no institution, no organization, no boo’k no cere-

mony, no means which can be devised by men which can.

ever take the place of the direct 11‘fe~g'1V1ng recreating

touch of fﬂhe divine Spirit. Conversion means a new life
-a8"well a8 a new light. It means a new birth. It means
‘God Himself stooping to touch an ‘individual soul. It is

Jjust as much an act of creation as was the creation of
the first man. “If any man be in Christ, he is a new
creation.” God has created-again a man in His own image
and likeness, and no one but God can do it, no priest, or
preachier, or teacher, or any human agemt or agency,
or ms‘trumentahby whatsoever.. -

" I read years ago, I do not know whether from Drum-
mond, or whether he was quoting another, a’ word fo this

effect, that God has reserved a ‘point at the genesis of-

life for His own direct appearing. It is “‘not: within

* human power to give'life. “In Him is life.” The life is

_as it were the light of men.

Now havé you been visitéd by God apart from all
preachers and institutions, priests and ceremonies? Has

- your soul had direct contact with God Himself? If it

hag: not, you are not saved. It is God’s work, There on

.

.the Damascus road the light from heaven shone, and a
voice from heaven spoke. Faith always comes by hearmg,
and hearing by the word of .God. There was a voice
acécompanied by a light, a word accompanied by divine
power, and Saul was called by hls name: “Saul, Saul,
Why persecutest. thou me?”

And you: .remem‘ber how our Lord said, “The hour is
coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice
of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.” You
recall how He, stood at the grave of Lazarus, and that
ear that had ‘been unresponsive to all other voices, when
Jesus commandéd “Lazarus come forth”, immediately re-
sponded with a full and complete obedience, and he that
was dead came forth. Men are saved by the hearing of
the word of God.

,

But had not Saul-of Tarsus heard the word of God?

He had read it; he knew ‘the word of 'God, and the letter
of it, the Old Testament. And there was enough in fthe

Old Testament for people to be saved by, for Abraham

was saved, and Isaac was saved, and Jaéob was saved,
80 Was Moses and Joshua, and David, and hosts of people
who had no fuller revelation-of the word and will of
God than had ISraul of Tarsus, so far as the letter of 1r|:
was concerned.

‘Here is some‘bhmg,whmh ‘T cannot explains but w!h'lch
many of us have experienced: You heard the gospel
preached hundreds of times when it entered only into

your mind, did you not? It did not enter your heart at

all. You heard the Scripture taught, and you received it-

intellectually, just as you would receive any other in-

formation, but it had no effect on your life at all. But .

there came a time when you heard, perhaps, the same™
words with a spiritual accompaniment; perhaps it was
from the lips of the same preacher you had heard hun-
.dreds of times before. But that-morning, or that evening,
there was not'only the word, there was the voice of the

Word; there was a word within a word, and though -

uttered by human lips, you knew that God had 'svpoken-.it.
And it got behind your mind; it entered into your heant,
and you knew something Iﬂhat you had mever known
before.

“When thus ‘God speaks to men they are mvarm'bly led
to pray. . I pray that some may hear that this morning,
not, word'.s but a word from heaven accompanied by a
light from heaven, a pawer from heaven which will make
this morning service a crisis hour of your life, so that
from ithis forward old things shall have passed away, and
behold, all things shall becomne new! - .

Thus Saul was led tto pray.- -

. ¢ 1l ] L
Now WHAT wWAS THE MER.IT OF. HIS PRAYER? For what

did he pray? He “trembling and astonished gaid, Lord,
what wilt thou 'have me to do?” . Saul of Tarsus had

learned who Jesus was; he had identified the voice from

heaven as the voice of Tesus Christ, and he knew, there-
fore, that the man who had been crucified and laid in the
grave, was no longer dead, but alive — this crucified Man
of Nazareth, Though he was certified as dead by those
who were charged with putting him to death, and though

he had been buried in the grave; the startling, revolution-'

ary, truth laid hold upon Saul, and he 'lea.rned: that Jesus
was alive! Have you learned that?

I know that we celebrate Christmas, the time of Hls’ '

birth, I know that we celebrate Easter, marking the
anniversary of His resurrection, I'know that people pro-
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fess to believe that Jesus is alive, but how many people
really believe that Jesus is actually living to-day, and is
somewh€re in the heavens? How many people believe it?
You hear a man take the name of Jesus on his lips in "
an oath. Does that man believe that Jesus lives? No!
If he really believed that Jesus was alive, he would not
dare L;lﬁxs to employ that sacred Name,

Now I am asking you this morning to re-examine your
_theory, re-examine your doctrine. Are you but a doc--
trinaire? Do you hold certain truths theoretlcally" Do
-you repeat the apostles’ creed without any heart in it?,
Do you say, “I believe certain things,” when in fact you
do not believe them? Do you really know now thait Jesus
lives? Do you? That He Who died is alive again?
You ¢annot be saved unless you do.

What is the word? We have not to say, “Who shall
descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again
from the dead). But what saith it? The word is nigh
thee, -éven in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the
_word of faith, which we preach; that if thou shalt con-
fess with thy mouth' the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in
thine heart” — What! “that God hath paised him from
the dead, thou shalt be saved.” That lis what you must
believe. Do you believe it? tthat the sinner’s ‘Substitute
"has come out of prison; that He Who was your Repre-
sentative upon ‘the cross is no longer in 'the grave, but in
the glory? Do you believe that in your heart, that God
hath raised Him from the dead?

What else did he know? As soon as he knew that Jesus
was risen from the dead, he recognized and -acknowledged .
that Jesus was Lord, and so addressed 'Him. But a mo-
ment ago Jesus was an. Imposter. But a moment ago
He was tthe Leader of a false religion; His disciples were

" deluded dupes of His imposition, in whom he had no con-
fidence, and of whose presence he would purge the earth

if he could. But in a moment, in the twinkling of an’

eye, a voice from heaven convinced him that Jesus was
alive; and as soon as he knew that he knew that He was
the Lord. It must be so. If Jesus is alive, and is ascended
into heaven, He is Lord of all.
Do.you so confess- Him? Let me go back to our Serip-
ture. Here ‘is our proof: “That if thou shalt confess with
. thy mouth the Lord Jesus” —. as our version has it-=—
“If thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord . . .
thou shalt be saved.” And that is exactly what Saul did.
Believing in his heart that :God had raised Him from the
dead, he. confessed Him as Lord, and said, “Lord, what
wilt %hou‘ hiave me to do ?” All that is involved in salvation.

Do you confess then, Jesus-as Lord? What does 'that

" meéan? It means that henceforth he 'is the Ssupreme au- -

thority in your life. You know mo higher authority than
- that of the will of Jesus ‘Christ, and it must be the su-
preme passion of life to know His will, and to do it, if
you @are a 'Chrls'txan “Lord, whart wilt thou have me
to do.”

IIL-

Now LET US SEE HOW THE PRAYER IS ANSWERED. That
ought to be our question, our prayer; that oug‘ht to be
our ‘attitude. If we believe with our hearts in the risen
Christ, and confess with our mouth that he is Lord, we
shall be saved. .

But let us see, what follows? How did God answer
Saul’s prayer? He was first of all instructed to go into
‘the city anid there it should be told him what he should
do. And he went into the city, and a humble, otherwise

unknown, disciple was sent to him more perfectly to lin-
struct him in the way of the Lord. And Ananias went.to -
him and told him first of all that he was to receive the
Holy ‘Ghost. In effect, he said, “Saul, you heard a voice
from heaven, and you recognized it as the voice of Jesus,
and He is in heaven. An absentee Saviour 'is not suffi-
cient: you must have the divine presence with you, and
therefore He has sent me o you that you might receive
your sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.” - '

What do we need? Forgiveness of sin! Confession of
the Lordship of Jesus! Yes; but we need 'to throw open
every avenue of our being to the incoming of the Spirit
of ‘God. “If a man have not the ‘Spirit of God, he is none
of hiis.” It is'a command to be filled with the Holy Spirit.
We have not to tarry as did 'the disciples before the Holy
Ghost was sent from heaven. He came to abide with His
people, and He is here now. And if we have been quick-
ened, the Spirit of God has quickened us, and He is with
us. Notwwhsttanld'mg, we are thus to receive 'the Holy
Spirit in his fulness, and henceforth to live by His power.
“Have ye received ithe Holy Ghost since ye believed?” or,

"“Did ye receive the Holy Ghost when ye believed?” I8

Jesus Somebody far away to you, or is He a present
Reality? Does the Spirit of God abide with you,: iHum-
inating your understanding, and empowering your wills
day by day, first to teach you the will of 'God, and then
to enable you to do it ?

So Ananias came to. Saul, and tol him about the Holy
Ghost, and' then he told him ‘boo whiat: the divine pro- -
gramme was for him." He was ‘to-have a hard time; he
was to show him “how great things he must suffer” for
Christ’s name’s sake. This preacher was not to lower
the standard, and to go off in a fit of exultation and
say, “We have got a big fish! Saul ¢f Tarsus has pro-
fessed conversion, and we must be careful not to offend
him\now by making the gospel too difficult”! No; he
was told that he must bear witness before the Genﬂxles,
and kings, and the children of Israel, and that he must
suffer for His name’s sake. And Saul accepted the pro-
gramme. Is that what it means to us? To. bow to the
Lordship of Jesus Christ; to accept whatever He may
send to us; to be ready ito do ‘His will anywhere, at any
time, at aﬂ costs?

And then his™eyes were opened. It was no light thing
when Saul was converted. Tt was a revolution in his life.
Oh, that we might have some of those revolutionary con-
versions, when everything is turned upside down, 'w‘hen
tthe whole life is changed by diviné power! .

And immiediately he received his sight, and 'he was
baptized. He was not baptized until he received his glght
That is why some professing Christians have not been
baptized, I suppose — they have not received their sight.
If you will just come with open eyes to the word of
God as a believer, if you have not as yet been buried
with 'Christ by baptism unto death, and raised again to
walk in newness of life, planted in the likeness of His -
death, to be also in the likeness of His resurrection —
if you have mnot thus obeyed Him, well, if your-eyes are
open, and you read 'that Book by the’ light which the
Spirit of God will give you, you will find that in apostolic
'days all who believed were baptized. The Apostle Paul—
Saul of Tarsus—this man chosen of God to be His might-
iest instrument in the propagation of the gospel through
all this dispensation—when his eyes were opened, he
arose and was baptized. Have you been baptized? Have

/
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If you will
ask that, the Lord will teach" you that it is )0111 next duty
to be baptized.

And then after that sitralg‘htway he g‘ot to work, and
he preached Christ in the synagogues, that He was the
Son of God. His mind was stored with 'the O'Idl Testament.
‘He thought he knew 'wha:t it meant. ’

Did you ever go into a’house where it. was dark; there
were no lights on; perhaps the blinds were up and ‘there
was just a g'hmmer of light from outside. * If ‘it was
'moonl'xght you may have seen just a little. And you-have
gone into the place again when the sun was shining, and
_the place was flooded - with tthe ‘glovy of the-morning, and
“you_have said, “Ch, how dlfferent everythmg looks! I
can-see the house, the garden, the trees, and flowers, and
pm‘tures on .the walls I-can see everythlngmow that the -
sun 1is sihmmng
" ment there is a veil before the eyes of the Tews, and of .
"everyone.else for that matter, which veil is dohe away in
Christ..And when a man knows 'Christ, and he- goes into
the Old Testament, he ‘finds Him-in 'Genesns, and’ in every
book of the Old Testamenlt ' ’

- until the L.ord opened his eyes: But T-have not any ‘doubt

Well “in tthe readmg of the Old Testa-"

As soon as Paul learned the meaning of the death of
‘Christ, and His resurrection and "ascension, and His
* glorious Priesthood, how the ‘Old Tesvtalment wis lighted
up with the glory that shines from His face! .And then
he understood it. I do not wonder that straightway he-~
. preached Christ fin t|he sy'nalgogue, that He was the Son
‘of God. . -

The example of Stephen dld not-mean anythmg to him

that that moment came back to him, and he saw Stephen
with the glory of eaven upon his countenamce, as he said,
“Lord, lay not. this"sin’ unto 't’helr chamge And |he saw
anew s‘ng'mflcance in ﬂhat : S
"Do- not be discouraged, my friends, 1f you try to ex-’
' emplify Christ before those who.do not know Him. Some
day the light will shine. Do notibe dxscouraged feachers, ~
it all your teaching 4gems lto have no efféct. ~The _word.
is there; and some day a hght ¥rom heaven will set it ‘on -
fire, and they will see the glory of.J esus 'in the Old-Book,
and ‘in the whole Book, so that str a1ghbway then they will
be able to bear witness that Jesus is the Son of God: Oh,
how many of us believe that t*h-ils.-morninlg? o

_'\ -"-- L L. . . -

ROMAN CHURCH PROHIBITS CHURCH

BUILDING IN COLOMBIA

ONSTRUCTION of a Presbyterian C‘hurch in Bucara-
manga, ‘capital of Santander Department, was. halted

‘this ‘month as a. result of a campaign led. by the Bishop ..
. of IB.uca';'am'ang'a, Dr, ‘Guillermo *Sorzano, after plans had

_of hig diocese. * The stop order was issued by the mayor’
" of Bucaramanga, Dr. Guillermo Sorzano, aftér plans had
been approved by the clty engmeers and a 'bulldmg pel-
mit 1ssued . .

Blshops Campalgn -

W'hen news .of the building .permit 'became known,'

March .3rd; Bishop Munoz l'aunched ar. campalgn “from -
the rpulplt of ‘the Cathedral ‘Church’-of’ Bucaramanga to-

‘prevent the construction. The opposxtlon was carried-on
by, radio and press and also through the pubtlic.schools of
Bucaramanga and neighboring towns.-
iCatholic orgamizations had signatures solicited to -peti-
tions urging the civil .authorities ‘to rescind the building
permit. -Catholic Action, a militant organization .of the
Church, petltloned' the P1 esident of the Republic 1o inter-
vene. -

Protest Parade -t .

’Dhe dlocesan ‘clergy scheduled a publlc parade and
manifestation.. for Sunday,afternoon March 13th, in.
which all ‘Catholics of the city wereto participate. Accord-
ling to Father Luis Antonio’ Pezez parish priest of San
" Laureano Catholic Church, the  parade. was called “to
demomstrate our strength and our faith, and to -establish

our pzotest agamst the. iprOJeeted Plotestant Church “in )

Bucal amanga.”
. r ' 9.

N ' Lo R

Priests " and:

<.7

A

' Mayor. Cancels. Bulldmg Peimit

On March 9th; - maym 801zano notified . the Presby-
‘terians "that he was rescinding- the mumcmal bmldmg
'permlt When news of the. ma'yors “act was made public .\~
- the V1ca1 of ithte Diocese of Bucaramanga, Father Andelfo ’
Ar‘las released the following annoum:ement Lo

“The Parish Priests of -the Clty, w:llﬂh joy in ﬁhen‘ souls [E R
-- » » » announce to the Catholics of Bucaram'an'g'a that the .. -.
comlpeten'l: authority has officially announced-the-indefinite ~~ ~
. cancellattion -of the bui 1ding permit for t:he tons’truct’mn of
.a new Brotes‘l:ant CJhurch in t'he city.

" Becatise of this step- Lo the rellg'lous ma;n'lfestatlon :
. whhich, had ‘been schef?uled for next 'Sund'ay is und‘efm'xte'ly
) pdstbponed .
) ’Dhey thark the au'ﬂhontles for ﬂheu' wise de'bermmahon
‘to sweep away the storm clouds w’luch were, cronwﬂmg the >
limpid sky of Samtander ; . T

._*ti-s," "—-..-\...‘

In this hour of. triumph ‘of God and of the Immaculate
Virgin, Patroness of the Diocese, they invite you %o a
solemn Te Deum, which in place of the public manifesta-
tion planned for the same hour, will be sung in the ‘Cathe-
dral Church, in all the .parish- ‘Churches, and in all the
Churches of 'Uhe clty, together wibh the Rosary.of the Most ..

*  Holy Virgin, with the consent of the Didcesan Prelats, to
whom they credit this - new triumph .of whl'ch e w1th hl‘s
prayers and advice:was the soul and life, - - * .°

F‘gl God, 'fom 'ﬂhe Ohuvc‘h untl Ffor lﬂhe Fa:theﬂand‘ For-
war

. ('Issued unde1 the names of Fathers Rncardo Duran,

- priest of ithe Carmen Church, Raul Anganta ‘priest of the - -
" Fatima Church, ' -Lais . Anlﬂon'xo Perez, priest of the San - :
: Laureano Cﬂmrc'h an'd And‘elfo Ar‘ia;s, pnest of- ‘Hhe Caﬂhe-

) ‘dml ‘Church).
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- population) was, begun in 1912.

'.'and Oxford, N.J; and Mt.-Vernon, N. Ny

) manga’s San Laureano Catholic Chiurch, March 6th:

,

THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE -
. ~

S aen 7 _'

Presbyterlans in Bucaramanga
The wmk of - Pre='bvte11ans in ‘Bucaramangd": (80 000
Citizens of . all social
classes have praised the work of the. congregation through
the'years. At presént the Presbyterians have an organ-
ized Church of about 100 members,. a Sunday School,
Young People’s Society, Women’s Associdtion, and .othei
activities. The Church also runs a primary day school

" whitch meets on the Church property during the week:

This ‘school, wx.th an enrollment of 60-children; has been
the “target of several a;"t*backs lby the. Cahhohc (,lerg‘y of

" the CI't’y

. ) The New Church
Plans for the new building were 'd'lan'"l by-a ficéfsed

Colomlblan architect and engineer. The 90,000 peso strue-
“ture was to repﬂace an anthuated chapelin w‘h'lch Pres'bv- o

terians have been worshappmg for many years.-. The
‘Catholic clergy opposes the project not because of its

deugn or style, but because of a determmatlon to have -

noé more Protestant Churches in Bucaramanga. * . .

Pastor of the €hurch is.Sr. Jose Ayala. Sr. Ayala has
been licensed by the Presbyterlan Church' of Colombia
to preach the gospel. ‘The local congregation pays his.
‘éntire support through offerings and tithes. The Rev -

- J. Leslie -Inglis, resident- Preslkeyt,erlan ‘miissionary;

Director of the primary school.. He is an ordained min-
ister from:New Jersey, and-ha§ ‘had| pastoxates in Hazen

-

i Antl—Protestant Tracts Clrculatqd by Roman Cathohc
- Clergy

lFollowmg is an anticle. from the parlsh tract of Bucara

“A Challenge and a Problem”

The Protestant Adventist (sﬂc) sect plans.to 'b‘lllld a _
church in Bucaramanga and has obtanne'd approval for its
plans.

To carry out- their. plans they have f.orellgn money and
the pressure of the’ rpowex‘ful nablon to the nonbh of our *

. coun'try )

“The ‘congtruction of a Prdtedbanft c'hurvdh in Bucaramanga
would signify two things: an insult lto our. 'Cathdlmsm,
and an affront to our Fatherland.

If we have the true religion, if we.carmry m our veins the .
sacred heritage of ‘Catholicism, if we are all Catholics, why

4

do they want to build; as a mute challenlge to our beliefs, -

atempleof a false Te'hg'lon Co

- ‘Besides, 'w‘hv do they want to invest large sums of 'money
-in the c¢hurch?

~ Because the congtruction of bu11d1ngs wﬂih many soclal
services s “a means' of econoimic .domination . according “to
he plans of the United States. -Yankee pastors are -above
‘all economic conquerors for the United States in LaJtm
America.

ISocial problems, family problems, the breaking of the
unity of ‘the faith, upheavals in public order — all this and
more is brought lby Protestantism.

Protestantism .. . .-is a-time bomb for the tranqulli'ty of
our country. And in the recent-bandit hordes, as is amply

proved, there were Protestants giving economic, medical,
a.nd technical aid to those hean*tless men who assassinated
50 many thousands of ‘Colombians .

¢+ Therefore; we cannot permit ‘Hhe ‘construc’tlon of a fatal
- Protestant chutch im Bucaramanga. No, absolutely not!
-Catholics aie resolved to muse all their resources before °
permitting such)an outrage. Protestants must understand

"~ that they have provoked a religious-sogial conflict which
had upset our tranquitity, our unity of belief.. Our reaction
. will -be umla.nmnous, stronig, sincere and fiery.

. The ‘accusations in the above Catholic tract have been
f1 equently repeated in the ‘Catholic-press of Colombia and,

_as. fxequently 1efuted m the Bulletms o‘f |the CEDEC

.-

-

. There is no evidence-of Protestdnt pamticipation in the
violence of 1948-53. That epoch of bloodshed appears to
_‘have been’ caused by nominal Roman Catholics in armed -
rebellion against. the governmenL National unity does not.
result from politically compelled ‘profession. of the estalb-
lished religion, but only by a respect for individual dif-
Terences and the free advance'of the.community toward
truth. Colombian history includes 10, revoluttions involv-
ing most of the nanthona] terrltory and some 70 uprisings .
confined to limited areas (not’ mcludmg the armed revolts
of 1948-53). Far from producmq a “rehglous social con-
flict”,: Colombian Protesi’cants are spreadmg the leaven of
Christian love in this Andean nation.. They treat every.
man as a brother and do goodl to all regardless of pohtlcal
afflhatlon '

Government Statement on’ Religious Freedom .

In surprising contrast to the anti-Protestant. ¢ampaign’
of the Bucalamanga clergy’ is the following ﬂltatgment of
Dr. Evaristo Sourdis; . 'Colombian Minister” of ' Forelgn
Affairs, made early this yea1 to foreign newsmen:

Freedom of worshmp is a Colombian consti *hrblona:l law
which is observed and. endorsed by the government. In oiir
country 'a person-may be borm, baptized, educated, married,
die—in other words, develop his whole hlfe—lmﬂhm his
religious beliefs ~without any interference, but on the con:

. ‘trary may count upow .the respect and rprotec'tlon of the
. ‘government regamdmg these. rights. .

. —News Service of the Evangellcal Confederatlon
of Colombla T . ~

EpiTor’'sS NOTE: We hear so much a'bout the persecution
of the Roman Church in Argentina. Why-do we not hear °
one word in the press about the heantless, bloody and per-

. Sistent persecution of. ‘Protestants in Colombia. The

‘Toronto Star should send its reporter, Mr. Douglas Blan-
chard, to ‘Colombia and he might learn ‘that if Rome is
brlef]y persecuted 'in Argentina then for orice she. re-
ceives what ghe contmuallv renders to those in other
lands. We challen-ge The Star to run- a serfes of- articles '
on the situation in Colovmbra T

“BAPTIST" UNIVERSITY HEAD RECEIVES
" DEGREE FROM ROMAN CATI-IOLIC )
COLLEGE' )
A'SSUMPTION COLLEGE in . Wlndsor s a\Roman
iCatholic .institution. of - .hxghel learmng' Naturallv it

_is an 1m'portan‘t link in ithe: Whole Romamst @yste'm in ;
this province and acréss the’ Domumon Its very name, its ... . =

program and ips personnel indicate that.it s .4 ‘sectarian’
institution. Great was our surprise theiefore to learn ' -
that this- school presented a Doctor of Letters degree to
Dr. Watson Kirkconnell who is president of Acadia
(“Baptist” — with apologies to real Baptists) University.
Further, one of the Windsor papers tells us that “Dr.
Kirkconnell, who was also the special convocation speaker,
was 'honoured for his work ‘in fostering 11fberal educatlon
in Canada.”

Picture this memorable Scene! The student hody and.
the faculty proceeded to the obqervance of the. Baccalaur-
gate mass. After -this the convotation _exerciges took

" place in another building. * Atthis time a Roman Catholic -

“college honours a “Baptist preacher”. In vain we tried to
conjure up a picture of other Baptist wor thies in a simi-
lar posxtlon We simply coitld not £it John Bunyan
Andrew Fuiller, William Oa,rey, ‘C. H."Spurgeon or T. ‘T
thelds mto thhs scene. S'urely Dr Klrkconnell 1s\

.
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remarkable Baptist who stands out in a peculigr manner
from all true Baptists.
We felt~that the Windsor paper used a choice word
to describe Dr. Kirkconnell’s distinctive contribution to
education. We are itold that he ‘“was honoured for his
work in fostering liberal education in 'Canada.” We did
wonder if it should not have read liberal Baptist educa-
«tion. This has been Dr. Kirkconnell’s specialty. Maybe
he was honoured for his. part in so diluting the ‘Baptist
-message in some quarters that it no longer poses any real
threat to the Church of Rome. Surely he has done an
admirable service to the Vatican in this regard and the
Roman Church would indeed be very ungrateful to allow

it to pass unnoticed.

Dr. Shields once declared at a public meetmg that he
would be pleased to nominate Dr. Kirkconnell to be an
official in a Baptist Morticians’ Society for he was emin-
ently qualified to teach young men how to conduct the
funerals of once flourishing Baptist churches. Dr. Kirk-
connell will know our reference if we simply mention

"First Baptist Church in Winnipeg.

Shame! iShame! True Baptists bow itheir heads and
are pained to see such compromise. May God awaken all
evangelical Baptists to wsever such temporizing cohnec-
tions, May we dare ‘to strike out for ‘God and refrain
f'rom any appearance of evil.

CHAPTER 1.

THE TRUE DESIGN OF THE BOOK OF
REVELATION .

“THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST”! On the
very threshold of his writing John uses this very signifi-
cant phrase. All the scriptural concepts concerning Jesus
Christ presented thus far will in this final book of Holy
Writ be decisively completed. The 'God-man who had
been man on earth in humble attire will now be seen
arrayed in the glorious garments of royalty. This revela-
tion was necessary. if all scripture was to be brought to
its ltrlumphanft conclusion.

Matthew, in his fascinating gospel paints the portrait
of the King but he could not possibly fully delineate the
many-sided character and attributes of the Son of God.
Mark, therefore, in a vivid and condensed narrative, rec-

ords in. great numbers the works of the Servant Jesus

Christ. Luke, in his 'turn, gives a picture of the Son of
Man. The apostle James for his 'part describes, in his
epistle, the sovereignty of the heavenly messenger. These
‘many w1tnesses are nevertheless unable to uncover before
our eyes the  whole person of our Master. Then the
apostle Paul who had probably never met Jesus in the
flesh received a further revelation concerning Him.
Through divinely inspired reasoning and deep refléction
upon the Scriptures he is enabled to present an elevated
conceptlon of Jesus Christ and His work. This we may
réad in his thirteen epistles. Finally the anonymous au-
thor of the Hebrew epistle acquaints us with the celestial
office of the eternal Son of God. . -

'This, however, was not to be all! Jo’hn “the disciple
whom Jesus loved” had the privilege of outuvmg all these
other witnesses. The day arrived when he, and he alone,

.was entrusted with the final revelations of His Lord.
Before his wondering eyes were unveiled the future ac-

_tions of Jesus Christ that he in 'turn might pass them
on to the-disciples of the new faith whldh were 'in num-
ber to exceed the sands of the sea.-

-

P
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coelation

hg Pr. K. Dikarry

The ex11ed apostl'e presents lhlmself to us in 'the gloomy
solitude of Patmos, that insignificant and baleful island
looming out of the Aegean ‘Sea across from the ancient
diocese of Ephesus In the midst of his severe trial, he
faithfully devotes himself to holy meditation. Soon his
spiritual yearnings are to be rewarded when his Master
will unfold before his dazzled eyes the unique spect').cle
described in the final book of the Bible.

In ‘this book we are confronted with extraordinary
facts, lofty visions and divine principles that merit uni-
versal admiration; but these simply constitute the back-
ground against- which one Person stands out in all-His -
splendour. Is it any wonder that the book is deseribed
as “the Revelation of Jesus ‘Christ”? Let it be clearly
understood that presented in this book are not merely a

.series of symbols, truths and prodigious acts but the total

mamfestat on of one Person. This revelatlon is more-
over in perfect har.mony with the whole of ‘Scripture.

The disciple to whom God had eternally purposed to
reveal His supreme secrets is therefore carried from the
extreme depths of his misery to visions of unparalleled
grandeur. His pen will now reveal them to us.

CHAPTER 2

.. REVELATIONS CONCERNING THE PERSON OF

JESUS CHRIST

N THIS initial chapter we shall limit ourselves to a con-
sideration of the visions  which served gradually to
introduce the awe-struck seer of Patmos to hitherto hid- .
den secrets. These visions mark the portal to a far-reach-
ing revelation of the designs of the Lord.

In the course of these visions the discerning disciple
is to witness eight successive appearances of the Lord
Jesus Christ, whom, on repeated: occasions, he had seen-
in ithe flesh. But so entirely mew and superhuman in
character were these manifestations that the astonished
seer was utterly overwhelmed. .

|
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I. Alive
The first “revelation” of Jesus Christ was one which
was in full harmony with what the beloved disciple al-
ready knew of Him. The author of Revelation, whom we
know also as the writer of the fourth 'gospel, frequently
employs ‘the word “life” in his writings. It is fitting
therefore that the Lord should introduce “himself in a
role that was familiar to His aged follower. Now, he
catches sight of the Son of God as “ALIVE”! (Rev.
1:18).
~ Beginning in the thirteenth verse of the ffirst chapter
this description is presented in more detail :
“One like unto the Son of man, clothed with a
garment down to the foot” — a sign of majesty.
He is “girt about the paps with a golden girdle”—
a mark of dignity.

“His head and his hairs were white like wool” —_

a symbol of eternity.
; His feet are “like unto fine -brass, as if they
burned in a furnace”—a sign of quick justice.
“In his right hand seven stars”—representing the
guides of the seven churches. '
“Out of his mouth . . . a sharp two-edged sword”
— a threat to iniquity.
“His counteniance” which is as the sun “when it
shineth ir.its strength” — revealing the One Who
- gives without ever being impoverished.
In this amazin-g_a:ppearance we perceive the Person Who
essentially is. This superior quality of life allows Him
to exercise His unlimited prerogatives.

‘The One Who stands “in the midst of the seven candle—

- sticks which are the seven churches”, commands the at-
tention of all the witnesses of God and beckons them to

prepare to glorify Him. 1In this meeting with Him Who
is “alive for evermore” the lonely Patmos disciple will
receive both divine inspiration and decisive comfort.

I1.. Dead

John’s second vision is described in Rev. 5:6: “And
I beheld, and lo, in the midst of the throne and of the
four beasts, and 'in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb
as it had been slain.” This picture is even more strlkmlg
still when we recall that John himseélf in the gospel gives
~ the account of the parable of the 'Good Shepherd and also
recon;ds John the Baptist’s words: “Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” Before
his eyes comes the picture of the one who in the first
vision was alive but now He is DEAD! In these we

—

observe an impressive warning ‘to the sons of men for

.even THE LAMB was slain!

But -é.t the same time He is a “transfigured” Lamb,
wearing “seven horns” symbolizing His power. He has
seven eyes which represent His divine intelligence.
Though slain, He is further presented as playing an all
important rdle in the courts of eternity — “Thou art

The vaults of heaven forthwith ring with praise of His
name. ,The four witnesses of creation are joined by the
twenty-four elders, who represent the people of God, in
bowing to wors‘h'ip -’be‘f'dre Him. To the God-Man Who
was $lain are given ‘“praise, honour and glory” and He
is counted worthy of opening the sealed book. He is

. thus.-entrusted with  the names of the elect and of the

reprobate. :
While care must be exercised to preserve all the sym-
bolism of this y-ision, let us remember that the picture

here depicted of the Lamb presents nbut one aspect of that
divine Person. In the figure then we must see nothing

‘less .than the whole Person of Jesus Christ Hrmself
_otherwise we find ourselves guilty of lbeholdmg but one

aspect of His whole being.

II1. Redeemer

A third vision of our Lord is found in Rev. 7:2 where
He is described as the REDEEMER Who gives a position
of security to those who are about to-perish. While the
protective seal is placed upon the elect, the four angels
are holding the “four winds of the earth”. Above even
the noise of the tempest the divine Person “cries with a
loud voice”. Truly, “where sin did abound, grace did
much more 'albound” To us the seals represent the eter-
nal and divine guarantee of the efficacy of the work of
Him Who washed us from our sins in His own blood.

.o,

1V. Mediator

A new vision confronts us in Rev. 8:3—*another angel
came”. Here we behold a MEDIATOR. Since the word
“anlge1" means “sent”, wé may conclude that the Son of
God i3 so designated throughout this prophecy. —_

"He stands by the altar and “has a golden censer”. Thus
Jesus (Christ stands as the great intermediary between
man and his God. Through Him, the sinner’s meagre
offering is made perfectly acceptaxble and satisfying be-
cause it-is infinitely augmented by the Saviour’s own
merits and irresistibly accompanied by His sforong inter-
cessions.

The Son of God, in addition to being man’s representa-
tive before the Father, also appears ‘as God’s intermediary
between God and His creatures (chapter 10). He of whom -
the prophets had spoken now appears in His ineffable

- majesty. He is “clothed with 4 cloud” as He embraces

all mankind. His right foot is placed upon the sea, which -
in the Bible symbolically represents the unruly and His
left foot rests .upon the earth, which designates those
stable persons, that is all those who 'keep at least the
vestige of religion. On His feet, heavy and menacing as
pillars of fire, He thus stands firmly over the whole of
His creation. .

TIn receiving the mysterious “little book” John is made -
the custodian of a secret which for a time musi remain
hidden. Appropriately enough this mysterious revela-
tion was given to 'the disciple who, leaning on Jesus’
breast, had already heard things which the other apostles
could not have understood.

V: The Conqueror
iOnce more the beloved disciple is brought into the

.presence of Him whom he had loved and whom he de-

lighted to serve. -“This picture of the CONQUEROR is pre-

worthy to take the Book, amd 1o open the seals thereot.” . sented in Rev. 12:5. A few striking verses marvellously

sum up what the writers of the four gospels had de-

. picted at length concerning the unique calling of the Son

of God and the perils He had to encounter. After finish-
ing His earthly course and having frustrated the ad-
versarys designs, Jesus Christ is.raised to the Father
and is re-established on His throne. Thus in the midst
of his visions, John beholds the mew appearmg of the
Son- of ‘God~whom he had known in His voluntary weak-
ness and His victorious death. Now this One who had
once been an endangered Babe is finally going to “rule all
nations with a rod of iron.” .

-~
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‘- v o VL ]'udge : -
" In Revelatlon 14:14 is presented the “JUDGE”
duririg the 'Saviour’s life, had frequently heard the solemn
threats of the Son of Goel but never before had he dnder-
stood fully t'he imposing, charaoter of thé Pergonage who
“uttéred ‘them. Sud'denly he contempldtes \Him. as_He
" “thrusts his sickle on the earth”, and a. little later, he
.sees, the winepress which was to ‘e {rodden without the
city. What a lgreat contrast there is between this mani-
fes*tatmn of His. essential soverexgnty -and the" ‘memory of
Hls voluntary ‘humiliation as a prisoner whovaohn had_
seen derided before the tribunal of the Hl*gh Px‘lest' B

" VII The Lord of Lords.
The seventh .vision appea1s in Rev. I1: 19 It is so full

of significance that-in order to ‘describe. it,’ four expres-

sions .are-. necéssary— ‘FAITHFUL, TRUE, THE ‘WOED OF
" Gop, KING' OF KINGS AND.LORD OF LORDS.” - Once more
this vision stands in amazing contrast with John's ‘re-
membrance of His, Master riding 'a lowly ass ‘along a"
way ‘which had been summarily adorned with clothes and...
'bvanche‘s
- nity, the apostle now 'beholdls Him in t’he fulness of. Hxs
glory under three’ aspeots

. fa) - The Fa,zthful and Trie whlch attrl'butes are espe-

(lb) The ‘Word" of God which remmds us of the —flrst
verse of: John's gospel "In the beginning was the Word, -

and the. Word was with God, and the Word was God »

(c) The Lo1d of . Lmds a strrkmg conflrmatlon ‘of -
Thomas testlmony ‘which John was to 1mmortahze by

. recmdmg it — “My Lord and my God.”- . ~

John,

After'havmg seen Him 1in° this relative dig- -

’ apostle to utter thls cry—“Amen
- Jesus.”

VIII The Lamb LT - “
Completmg a vast clrcul»t the apostle in Rev. 21: 22, 23,
comes®back. to the first of his vidionis.” Once more he is
confronted by the “LAMB” whose appéaring is mentioned
twentyfeight times in this book. The'last glimpse then

that the author has of the Son of God-is that of a vic-.
- These are ’
‘the two extreme cHaracteristics ‘of Jesus Christ. He is .

t1m who, after tbemg wacrificed, is glorified. .

the superhuman messen-ger of .the Father, who was
Tmimbled in becoming man but, He was, sovereugnly.raxsed

above all things. The Lamb is ‘now. the. “llght” and the.
- “temple’ ’of the celestial city. .Heiiceforth we shall not
go toward H‘lm but we shall 'bekm Hlm, in the very mldIS't .

of His dazzling presence. "
Having . reached the last of the. eight appearances, let
us marvel at-their Iog‘lcal unfoldifig — Ahve Dead, Re-

. deemer, Mediator, Conqueror Judge, Lord of Lords,--

glorified Lamb.

At the -conclusion - of* these visions, the apostle :John .

ardently- renews his wish. 'He had Heard-the heavenlv
- Mmessage—= ——“Tirig same J esus,, which is taken up from you
into heaven; shall so comte, in like ‘manner as yé have_seen
him go into heaven.” ' - Often he must have cmedl—“'Lord

Jesus, come 'quickly!” ‘but. at the end of his enlarged.- .

vision, an even more fervent yearning'was to cause the
Even so _come,- Lord

May all 'who read this prehmmary study 'be led of God

“to ‘de{slre a share ‘in the visions of this Book.. Neither -
‘Peter’ nor Paul, nor perhaps’ any of :the aapostles had

knowledge of lihem And. yet all these things are “for

”'

lowshlp with the One who was freely’ of,fered up. for us

. all and then demcted in His essentlal glory. _

v

AMONG THE CHURCHES L

POSTOLI‘C LABCURS” These “two words ale by

-students; reports that the 'f:rst calls made by herself

no ‘means afi- exaggelatuon of the works ‘We wére . Zwith- Mrs. ‘Hurtubise, found a frlendly reception. The day

.able to sée on-our recent itinerary ‘with Dr. H. .’ blade
If-we- retarned to Toronto somewhat tired p'h'ysmally we
~were. celtamly refieshed "and enthused spiritually.. The
wonkmg and leading of. the. Horlv Slplrlt was most evident, '
. the-aim and‘purpose 'of the Sem1na1y amply vindicated.
The. Lmd’s people, who have- so’ loyally supported, the
-wox‘k -may ‘hé” as'suled that thelr gifts are well mvested

N BN VALLEYFIELD >

T‘hls beautlful city of over 25,000 inhabitants is known
‘as the ¢ Venlcel of Canada”. Its canals and bridges show
that it ‘has. not been. misnamed. Tt was our privilege to

’ .stay at the hofrie of Rev, and MIS Yvon Hurtubise dl’ld -
¢ ~enjoy ltheir kmvd\h'ospltahty

These hard-'workmg mis-
sionaries- -have been-able to obtain-g groundflom loca‘tlon
in a store, palt of ‘which is used to sell.lChrlstlan htela-
ture, sefvicés being held at the, beek. - These services.are
bxlmgual in, chhracter, about twenty wttending: Cpposi-

" tion, stnzangely enough, has been -experienced from t‘he

_Protestant element. What “a sad’commentary on a,.de-
«cadeht Protestantism.- “However, the work. o‘f v1sxtatlon

: (.ontmues Mlss Mdhg"anet Edcly, one(of our’ Semm(uy

. \ .
R . A ~

-__obtaln penmlssmn
‘to" sit- in on 'other business, but Wl'th the entry of Mr.

.interview was held behind- closed doors.
result.

. following .doors, were slammed. in ‘their "faceg w1th the -

. words, “Je ne suls'pas mtereste” (‘iI am, not 1nterested")

- "The priest-had, of coutse, pald his.call. ' '
Being. anx_@ous {0 have opén-air- meetmgs Mr Hurtu'blse s

.1eques-ted an interview with the ¢ity ‘council in.order to
'The public’ and the press were allowed

Hurtubise the press and pu‘bhc were, -excluded and the

No permlssm‘n was, given. The answer io “this
problem: will be ‘the -pur‘c’hasmvg of a 1ot (one has been
located) ; such an open-air testimony ¢an ‘then be main-
tained and a bu1ld1ng erected, If* any. of our readers are

so minded to help in this matter- our “Toronto offlce will

be ‘happy to ‘forward such ass1stance oL

. The work tin French Candda 1s one-which does not, s’ho“ .
the spectacular ‘results ‘'we often ‘see Jin Zother centles-
'_Nevel theless the persistent labours of Gur home mission-
aries yield las‘tmg evidence of the Spmt’s working. Thus -

we are ‘told .of ‘an Irish Roman. Catholic and of English-

s'p‘edkmg folk: who have been- visited and have’ shown con-,

eeln for’ lfhelr souls Then thele us D.V: B S whlch 1's to
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be ‘hel'd in.'a ‘Ssuburb of Va‘lley‘fleld the dls'tn'butlon of
" Bibles, New Testaments andl"Gospel tracts reinforced by
* the personal word. The wox‘k in Valeyfi¢ld is hard and

éxacting but-this centre has been vmtually untouched: by
an evan-gelllcal witnegs. In Mr. Hurtubise and his, wife
we ‘have aggressive, falthful and' fearless missionaries
‘whom ‘the Lord-is using and-we are anticipating the day

"~ when a virile testimony to. God’s- grace ghall be.estab-
_hslhed under God through our 'fdllow 'l'abourers L

.~. KINGSTON-" .

Ilt was an inspiration to see ‘flrsthand thiis husky in-
fan‘t ‘work.” Rev."Samuel Dempster thas 'described Kings-

ton as a "Bbom Town’,.and we are persuaded that this,

is no exaggeration. It seemed impossible 10 go to any
part where some kind of Ibulldmg development was ‘nott

- .being carried ou't. In one subd1v1shon alone, in a matter of
:months 1,250 homes have been erected and anot’her 450 -

are to be built immediately.. ‘A large modern plant is.fo

. erect a fifteen million dollar extension to its ipresent
Large fields were shown 'to us which are-

facilities.
ghortly to be subdivided, adding. yet ‘more. hundreds to
Kingston’s rapidly growing population. So .the story could
continue, it-seems, almost mdefm‘l'tely

As Kingston grows 6 too doés.thé work under. Mr.
.Dempster. Some brethren have actused brother Demp-
May tfhose
brethren rest assured ‘that we found his aﬂth'meblc quite”
reliable. L
" What a thrill it was the Sunday morning we. were in

- Kingston to see a veritable fleet of cars . going in ill
directions -picking up c'hlldlren and ‘adults from various

-parts of the city for Sunday School gnd.morning Service.
It appears almost phenomenal that in. a few months a
Sunday School can grow froi fifteen to-126. This is

‘God's doings and is marvellous in. ou1 eyes - It is confi-.

]

dent]y am’tlcrpated by Mr. Demrpster and hus wol*kers that
the Sunday-School. w1ll reach . the 175 mark easily iin' a
few weeks, On our way back to Toronto we called in on
the Kingston folk for their ‘midweek prayer gervice to
discover that in our two-day absence they hadt added
another 18 throug‘h visitation.

There is Tittle doubt that the present facilities will soon
be far from ,adequate for the work. With: this in view
" Mr. Dempster hias been “angling”’ for a suitable bujlding
lot. One has: rbeen ‘located, the cost of which is, $4,500.
Real’ estate 'is hlgh in Kingston: Dr. Slade and myself -
were able to sée this piece of land’and in its relation to.
other expandmvg -parts of the cxty it is 1deallv loca'ted for
thé work.

- In ngston we agalin sée the vmdlc'a:tlon of that apos-
tohc method of establishing works in large centres and

- working out - from’ them. From our pbservations it is

evident that Mr. Dempster is God’s.'man for ithis- work
in Kingstori. ‘The Lord has been pleased to seal his:
ministry with souls. His radio ministry reac‘hes -far be- -
yongd the city and 'has augmented his work. His work
and that of-his ‘faithtul wox*kers make it possible to say
that they NOW have oné of the l'arges‘t 'Sunday Schools.
- in the City of ngston .

Dear friends, our workers suc‘h as -Rev. Hurtubls'e,'-
Demps'ter, Reg Browh, Cherry, Greenleaf afd, others are © -
_down in the mine after precious .gold, you hold thie ropes -
a8 'God’s- stewards.’ “Our programme as ‘an Association
is not only consohd'atlon but “continual- ADVANCE ‘as
God’ s people pray and gwe of their substance.

_—REV. B. R. OATLEY-'WILLIS

" NoTe: During 'the past 'week the Kingston Church. has
made the down 'payment upon this lot and leok forward .
to the erection of a fine building for the preac‘hmg of‘
the gospel .

PENTECOSTALISM

- : - By Leonard S. Piicher . - P ,

ENTE'OOSTALISM isa general term for the teaching

-of a .sect which believes that the sigh-gifts that at-. -

tended the “descent of the: Holy Spmt as recorded 'in
Acts 2, are to characterize the whole: ‘New Testament : age
until the Second Coming of Christ:" It lays special .em-
p’ha'x-ns on the gl'ft of tongues and ‘the gift of healing, and

- ts servwes ;are frequently a'ttended by 4 great dlsp]av of
: Since - ‘many. of the groups are.

emotion and excitement.
-independent, it is 1mpossnble to state with accuracy’ the
extent of its membership. It is safe to e@tlim'ate that in

.the United States there are 'over 400,000 Pentecostalists..
- These are not to be confused with the Nazarenes and

other “second blessing!’ g1oups w'hmh Teject t'.he 1dea of

.speakmg in tongues o

. E ) lefxcultxes of ‘Evaluatnon .
It is difficult.to evaluate a sect like that of the Pente-

-costalists. because of t'he great - varxety of opinion - and
practice: within the - ‘group: There are some Pentecostal .
assemiblies which, are characterized fby an almost chaotic )

confusion, with scores and sometimes hundreds of people -

) nomly moving about. Other congxegatlons meet fin. com- °
.- parative: guiet and d-1sa|pprove ‘of the noisier conduct of
-Some.believe that no man is truly saved:
~.who has not the 'gift of speakmg with tongues; othels' -

hold -that- such a man may lbe a true C'hr:s:tlan Jbut has-
missed the choicest: experlences of the - Chrlstlan life;
while- §till othefs believe that ’ such-a person may _be :
Spirit-filled’ and. wonderfully ‘useful even ithough lGod
has denied him the gift.. But it must be plainly: stated

) that despl-te the Presence of earnest, godly Christiahs in .
- the Pentecost'al movement, the sect is a striking. example‘ oo

of the errox into whxch good pople can fall when they fail
to follow the whole teaching of Seripture on a subJeet
The subjéct: of the Holy lSpmt and” His various minis- .
tries is clearly ~presented' in the Bible. The Christian
church has genelahy held that all who are believers in
Chriist were baptized: by Holy Spirit at regeneration. All
Christians are to‘look to-'God that they might be filled

-~ with His Holy Spirit - (Ephesians 5: 18), and to regard

this as the nor.mal daily exrpenence of an earnest, grow-
ing: believer. ‘Emotion- accompanies Christian growth
(Galatlans 5:22, 23), but it neither constitutes growth
nor is the measuie ofn it.. 'Christians.should nof “believe
‘that the Holy 'Spmt will normally manifest Himself today
-by the signs. of Acts 2:1-4 any ‘more than they should
suppose He will mamfeet Himself by great physical
strength, as in' the -case of Swmson (J ud-ges 14, 15, 'and
16).

They do 'beheve‘that the Sfpu"rt mam'fesnts I-l"rmself today -

3
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through the fruits of Christian character, the stirring of
men’s souls through the proclaiming of the -gospel by
Christians, and by-the vigour of the church’s missionary
‘programme. Instructed Christians have never questioned -
the presence of great spiritual experiences in the life of

. 'a normal believer, nor is ithere objection to emotion conl-(/

" nected therewith. But the Evangelical Christian Chure
‘as a whole believes in a normal, steady growth in grace
-throungih falith and trial toward the goal of conformity
to tthe image of our Lord (II Peter 3:18; Romans 5:1-5).

_Normal Christians do not “look down” on other believers

" whose experience in grace has developed in different
ways as long as there is that same sensitive loyalty to
the pattern of faith and life oultlined in -‘the\!Scri-ptures.

: Distortions of Doctrines

It should be noted that, with a few negligible excep-
tions, Pentecostalists are Christian brethren, who believe
in the Delty of Jesus Christ, the salvation of all who
‘believe in Him through His atoning death on the cross,
His resurvection, ascension and second coming ‘to the
earth. Tt is with the greater regret therefore, that we
refer to what we cannot 'but feel to be some distortions of
other doctrines.

1. Pentecostalism holds that since God is the same in
.all ages He will therefore manifest Himself in the same
ways, -and "bestow on us the same gifts of the Spirit as
were given in the apostolic age. These gifts are recelved
they say, when believers ‘follow the pattern of Acts 1:18,
2:5, by “tarrying” for the power of the Spirit." This is
“called the “second Pentecost”. In many cases persons
who so “come under the power” fall into an ecstatic con-
dition in which they are only partially conscious “of their
surroundmgs for a time. -

2. Pentecostalism does not teach that regenerated be-
llevers will be preserved by the power of God unto eternal
life. It holds that such may fall a;way from divine grace
and be lost. N

8. Pentecostalism tends to the. behef that any check
upon the manifestaltions that may be observed .in its
asseémblies would be a restraint of the Spirit of God and
hence would be quenc‘hmg and grieving Him. This ex-

plains why there is commonly much 'thart appears to-be /

) disorder in Pentecostal meetmgs

- 4. Penttecostalism teaches'that the gift of healmg prac-
tised in their public assemblies is a true reproduction of
thé gift of healing exercised by .the apostles and others

~in the early years of the church. -It regards this'gift and -
the gift of tongues as being ‘intended to arouse the un-
saved to the reality of the power of God and thus move
them to repentance and to faith inm Christ. In this con-
nection it is only right that we should state that many
Pentecostal people have much genuine zeal for Wmmng
the lost .to Christ through Ipersonal work as well as in
these meetmgs - -

Distinctions From Scnpture

Let us examine these views in the light 'of the Serip-
tures. First, we must note that there is no ground-in the
Word of God for the assumption that the gift of tongues
-is fo be a part of church experience in the whole New
Testament age. Pentecostalists do not expect the sound
of a4 rushing mighty wind -in their midst (Acts 2:2, 3)
nor 'do they look for tongues of lfu'e resting on each per-
son present in 'their assemblies.” Why do they select the .
,gift of tongues and insist rtJh!at it is to characterize the

~

New Testament age? But more welg'h.'ty po‘m'tl than this
follow. .

1. The Pentecostal gifts of the ‘Spiriit recorded in Acts
2:1-4 and Acts 8 are not necessarily for today. Hebrews
2:4 indicates that the gifts involved were evidential for
the opening days of the Christian Church. It was God’s
purpose that the Hebrew people should have unquestioned
proof of the truth of the.gospel of Christ. ‘God, we read,

cconfirmed the verbal witness of His apostles with super-

natural signs of His approval, so that people who had
no written New Testament might have ground for faith

in'Christ. These sign-gifts were distributed by Almighty-

God according to. His own will and discretion to validate

. the true gospel. After that confirmation had been granted

the sSign-gifts were no longer necessary; for the New
Testament had been completed, and. was recognized as
part of God's Word. Since the sign-gifts were no longer

" necessary, ‘and since God never works wonders simply
“to entertain people, they gradually vanished. It is simply

a matter of record that the gift of tongues and of miracu-
lous public healing did not occur in the experience of men
like Augustine, Bernard of Clairvaux, John Tauler, Mar-
tin Luther, John Knex, John Calvin, Robert Murray
MeCheyne, Jonathan Edwards, R. A. Torrey, Dwight L.
Moody, and Charles Haddon Spurgeon. 'These are men
who through 'God shook the world and changed the course
of human history for the glory of Christ. How can such
men have “lacked the faith” for the sign gifts? Why did
they not.speak with tongues and have great scenes of
public healing? We can answer only that ‘God did not in-
tten'd' them to do so.

2. Tt is true that God is-always the same, but it is also.
t'rue that His government and administration may vary
in different ages. In Old Testament times God dealt prim-
arily with the Hebrew peap'le Beginnirg in the apostolic
days as recorded in thé book of Acts, God dealt through
Christ with both Jew and Gentile and joined 'them in
one body. Even in the apostolic days we see variations
in the divine methods. Dorcas was raised from the dead
(Acts 9:40), but in two chapters earlier it is stdted that
Stephen was permitted to die under the stones of the
Jewish mob. No apostle came. to raise him from the dead,
but devout men canie and buried hiim. God is indeed al-
ways the same; yet many ‘Christians are poor while others
have large incomes ih a day when no one could seriously .
suggest that poverty is a sign of divine displeasure, or
financial prosperity ‘a sign of selfishness and an un-
dedicated life. ) ] _

3. Nothing in the book of Acts or in the Epistles gives

‘any ground for the idea that being baptized with the

Spirit means avgreat emotional experience. Not even at
Pentecost do we see indlications of anything other than
great joy and courage in the things of the Lord. This is
no parailel to the scenes in Pentecostal meetings. '

4. 'We note that Paul had trouble with people who pos-
sessed'the gift of tongues at Corinth. In 1 Corinthians
14:27,.28, he gives rules to regulate.the use of tongues.

. They are as follows:

(a) Not more than two or at the most three persons
were to speak in tongues at a given meeting. (h) These
are to supealk in turn, not together and (c) they are to
speak only when an interpreter is present ‘to interpret
what is said.

It seems obvious that ‘if the “tongues” movement of
today is truly of God, ithen the meetings where they are -
practised will be made to ‘conform to these rules. But in

-
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all the writer’s experience he hag never met anyone who
would seriously maintain that these rules are followed
by Pentecostal assemblies as a whole. It is most amazing
that fin the light of these Seriptures some have suggested
that the power to speak in ‘tongues 'is a sign of . deep
spirituality.. This centainly was not the case.in Corinth.
How can it be so now? ) ‘

If the tongues movement is not of IGod, what then is
. its source? It is hardly within the scope of ithis short

anticle to discuss that question in ‘detail. Some have
suggested that the gift of tongues may be psychological
in origin. But at this point I would like to quote a
friend who is a Pentecostal minister. He is-a cultivated,
scholarly. man, well trained in the Seriptures and full
of love to the Lord. He holds the view that some Chris-

tians today may exercise the gift of itongues, but that.

the gift is seldom to be used in a'public meeting.- In a
discussion on the origin of the “‘tongues! in those noisy
meetings where chaos seems ‘to prevail, I suggested that
such tongues might be Satanic in-origin. He replied, “I
don’t ‘think there can~be any question of that.” I be-
lieve that such a witness should be heeded by all who
seek the truth about this sect, which in some places has
been nothing less than harmful in its effects.

What should be our attitude toward Pentecostalism?
Two vital fadtors must be remembered here. First, most

Pentecostal people are true. brethren in the Lord. ‘They

believe in the inspiration of the "Scriptures and are
strongly opposed to all forms of modernism. As we have
said, many of them exhibit great zeal for winning men
to Christ. They emphasize prayer to a degree sadly
lacking in the churches of many who hold them in dis-
dain. Many- of them have had a deep spiritual experi-
ence—entirely apart from that associated with “tongues”
—that makes them refreshing Christians to know. Many
of them regret the fanatical extravagances practised by
their associates. It is to be greatly regretted that those
who do s0 regret fanaticism do not clarify their relation-
ship and stand apart from the scenes that too often bring
discredit on Pentecostal gatherings. But we should give
praise where praise is due. -

Despite this, we must note again that Pentecostalism
8 ¢ dangerous and harmful doctrine and practice. The
denial of the security of a true believer in Christ, errone-
ous in itself, is used as a whip to drive unwary Chris-
tians into what sometimes proves- to be the dark and
“tragic depths of a “tongues” experience. This writer
~can join with others in testifying that mot uncommonly
a tongues experience and “coming under the i)o,wer" leads
to a definite dwarfing of the mind and to a darkness in
the spiritual life. It is impossible to miss the significarice

of this. God is never the author of corfusion, but Satan

is. This puts the "tongues” aspect of Pentecostalism under
such a light that true Christians should plead with their
brethren in the sect to see the.truth and renounce the
modern “tonigues” movement. It is also clear that we
cannot work with Pentecostal assemblies on an inter-
church basis. The matter of the security of the believer
is a serious matter ‘to many, but the issue of “tongues”
and of supposedly miraculous public healings creates an
insurmountable barrier. ANl (Christians always have be-
lieved that God can and does heal ‘the sick in answer to
prayer when it is His will. But such public demonstra-
tions draw attention to man -and not to God, and bring

ridicule from ‘the unsaved world. Christians must avoid

such. The trumpet must not -give forth an ‘uncertain
sound, or men will be confused instead of being chal-
lenged, and the cause of Christ will be injured.

.—The Reformation Review, April, 19556
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MIRACLES OF CHRIST — MOSES — ARE POSSIBLE
~ SCIENCE NOW ADMITS

Scienttists today admit the possibility that Christ.raised the
dead and that Moses ordered apart the -waters of the Red
Sea. . _
Because of major ¢hanges in the scientific outlook in the
past 20 years, science no longer is willing to state that the
seriptural miracles are impossible, a distinguished U.S. scien-
tist told (Canadian and British doctors today.

Only Honest Stand

D1, John R. Brobeck, professor of physiology at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania’s medical school, said the only honest
stand today’s scientist can tbake is that the seriptural miracles
are impossible to explain in terms of present knowledge. He,
was addressing a breakfast meeting of the Christians Medical
Fellowship of Britain at the Royal York hotel.

The one factor that can .account for the miracles. is a
source of energy unknown to thie scientific system, he said.
“In the Bible, it is known as the power of God.”

If it were possiible for the scientist to reproduce this un-
known energy and add it to physical energies he is now able
to reproduce, it is comceivable he could produce a miracle,
Dr, Brobeck suggested. . - .

“If we could identify the power of ‘God the same way we
study other forms of power, it seems to me we would see
miracles every time it happened,” he said. .

Changes in Thinking .

The changes in scientific thinking which have admitted this
possibility arose from increasing doubts over the scientific
method, scientific laws and the nature of life, he said.

“Science has become a lot less certain of the prerogatives
of ‘science and the scientific method,” he declared. ““The
scientific. method is by no means the only method by which
ore can get information.” .

‘Modern scientists no longer speak about laws,” he added.
“What used to be taw is now a matter of high probability.
Even the law of gravity'is now considered to have only a
high degree of probability. It is not always inevitable that
a falling body will be attracted to the earth,” '

The third change in scfentific outlook is that scientists no
longer expect to find consistency in the things they study, he
said. “No mechanical motto can explain the process of life,”
he sdid. “One scientist can consider it in terms of paxrticles;
another in waves and yet each is satisfied with the incon-
sistency.” - '

Coming Closer .

“Science is changing,” he continued. “One of the results is
that a scientist is no longer able Yo say honestly that some-
thing is impossible. He canr only say it is improbable.”

Because of the change, the scientist was coming closer to
the age-old Christian point of view that miracles can’t be
explained but that the basis for accepting the miracles, re-
ligious beliefs, is @ miracle in itself.

All miracles didn't occur 2,000 and mome years ago, he
pointed out. “The miracle taking place in our time is rebirth
(salvation through Christ). Such a miracle has wrought
real changes in human personalities impossible for a scien-
tist to explain”, he said. “The reality of rebirth is exactly the
same’ as the - early (Christians felt 2,000 years ago. As Chris-
tians,“we are not as ‘insistent on this reality as we should be,”

vhe concluded. .
"+ —Toronto DAILY STAR, June 23, 1955.

O, how many have been wheeled to hell in the chariots
of earthly pleasures, while others have been whipped to
‘heaven by the rod of affliction! : _

B : v —JoHN FLAVEL
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. REWARD OF 50,000 DOLLARS TO
ROMAN CATHOLICS

Below is a reprint article from “The Churchman’s Magazine”, -
London, and.it speaks for itself. Interest your
Roman Cathohe friends i in nt

. FIVE 'DHOUS.AND DODLARS REW'ARD to any Roman
Catholic who shall produce one text of Holy Seripture prov-.
ing that we ought to pray to the Virgin Mary.

. FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS REWARD o any Roman
Catholic who shall produce & text to prove that the wine
at the Lord’s Table ought only to be taken by ‘the priests.

. FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS REWARD #o any Roman
}(l):g!lloht;vnﬂm shall produce a text 'to pmve that St. Peter
no wife. .

. FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS RJLWIARD to -£ny Roman
Catholic who shall produce a text to prove that priests
ought not to masry.

. FIVE THQUSAND DOLLARS REWARD -to. any Roman
‘Catholic who shall produce a text from ithe inspired word
to prove that we ought to pray to the dead, or for the dead.

. FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS REWARD to any Roman
Catholic who shall produce a text %o prove that there are
more Mediators'between God and men than one.

. FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS REWARD to any Roman
Catholic who shall produce .a text to prove that St. Peter -
was Bishop of Rome. \

. FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS REWARD to any Roman
" Catholic who shall produce a 'bex't 'bo pnove tthat the Virgin
Mary can save us.

. FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS vR;EWlARD to anv Roman
, Catholic who shall produce a text to-prove that the Church
of Rome is the oldest Church.

, ~o. FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS REWARD to any Roman

Catholic. who shall produce a text ‘to prove that the Pope

of Rome is the Vicar of C‘hnswt or the successor of St.
Peter. * \

In all 50. Thousand Dollars Reward. o anyone who a’hall
produce the réquired texts of 'Scn«p!ture :

“Search the Scriptures.”, “Clmst is all and i m all’>"-

The Bible, the tw'horle Bible, and no'bhmg but’ the Blble, iz the
- religion of Protestants. N

. All answers, which must be d*rawn from Hdly Scnpture,
. tobe sent to . -

The Protestamt Truth Socnety (Incorporated)
104 Hendon Lane, chhleyJ.N England

-

covw IT BE YOURS n
- FOR’ SALE VLo

. One. Cross—nearly new. . I cannot carny it and rkee'p
up with the world and its erowd.
~ Oné’ Talen't—new except shg-.h_tly s‘helf-wom
. been laid away for several years. .
One five-piece suit of armoréa]l pxeces iin good shnape,
only need polishing. .

‘One burnidle of IChristian opportumtles — one that of
- going to church every Sunday, another; the oppmtumty
of being a soul-winner. I seldom use ‘thése- opportumtles, .
s0 have décided to let them go with; the sale. ;
One badly used Christian influence — buyer may be 7
able to repair it if cax'efully handled. :
The above mentioried items: are in the 'basement O’f my

'.- house, located at the corner of Careless Ave.-and Neglect
Stréet.

WY

'

It h'as

o,

—( Si-gned)_ A Lot of Christians
—Reprinted from The Christian Beacon

’ human'

.. company with others.
- falls fres’hest an'd« ’r}he a1r is purest —H. BONAR

A_BLIND LEADER '
.. Defends Communism

CGANTERBURY—Dr. . Hewlett J ohnson, the “Red” Dean of

Canterbury, said from ‘the pulpit of Canterbury Cathedral:
“Without thesitation I"say Communismhas come to stay. -
Tt is A living faith, passionately held by and- -deeply mlflu- .
encing the lives of ‘hundreds of millions of people. - )
“I am.convinced that the symthesis of the two ﬂawhs ls
possible and will even'tually brmg blessings to 'l:he ‘entire
ace ”

—"The Toronto Telegram,” June 27, 19566

DAILY VACATION.BIBLE SCHOOL .

During the mext two.weeks Jarvis- Street Baptist
Church will be the scene of a great Daily Vacation Bible
School. The school sessions will.be from 9 a.m. to 11.30
‘a.m., Monday to Friday from July 4-July 156. The workers
‘are eagerly anticipating a time of rich blessing as the
Word of God is given out to the hundreds of boys and
"girls who will come. Join with us in prayer that many,
will be saved as a result of this endeavour.

x

Id

FRIDAY AT HARRISTON :

On Frlday, J uliy 1, the’ meémbers and friends of Bethany
Baptist Church in Hatriston will have cause“for rejoicing.
On ‘that day ‘the -mortgage will be burned and thanks-
giving will be-given to God for His goodness.to His peo-
ple.-A -council will be convened to_consider the advisabil-
. ity of recognizing as sét sdpart for the full time gospel
ministry, Mr. Bruce Réwlandson, sthe aggressive pastor.
of the church.” Among*the speakers for ithe day will be
Dr. H. C. Slade and a former pastor, Rev. G. Adams, now
pastor of Central Baptist Church, Totonto. All friends of -

THE 'GoSPEL WITNESS -who live near Harriston .are cor- .-

dlally invited. ’1‘4he evemnrg medl 'Wlll be 'served bv the
Iocal folks. .

4
-

. -
In ondler to grow “in grace, we must be much alone I't'.
is not in rsociety — even Ohm»stxan society.— that the soul -
grows most vigorously. In oné single, quiet hour of’
prayer ‘it will often make tnhoré progress than in days of-
Tt is fin the desert that the dne'w

RN

o

) SUMMER\'VISI TORS TO TORON TO
_ Make ]ARVIS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH

(Corner of Jams and Gerrard)
your hohday “church homé i

SERVICES
Sunday 10 agn. Bible School for all ages
++ . 11 am. Morning, Service '
. 7 pm " Evening Service
Thursday 8 p-m. “Bible Lecture
E Pastor DR H C. SLADE

-

I

Imroduce yourself to Dr. Slade and to-the Edltor
of The Gmpol Wiineéss.

A Warm Welcome Awam You!

-
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‘few will take it on- thege terms.
_m England, where homes are heated usually by coal or

N . X .

PROTESTANT ADVOCATE

“NOT FOR ME”
© “Without .money, and without price!” Such are: the
terms on which ‘God offers 1o all the. gift of eternal life.

Wonderful messagé of love! Yet more wonderful how .

This incident took place

wood which burns'in an open fire-place.
A friend-of the poor was often known to order a quar-
ter of a ton of coals to be taken to.pérsons whom he knew’

-to be in distress. . The weather was severe one winter,

the snow- lying thick, and the kind d'onor rejoiced fo
‘think what.warmth and comfort his gifts would bring to
many hearts and homes. The coal cart drew up opposite

" a poor desolate-looking cottage and the coalman. knocked

" man.

. at the door, and. told_the ofd man within that he had

brought him some ~coals. “Who from ?” “Don’t know,”

. 8ays the.man, “butl I was told fo 'brmg ’em here, and

here they are.”

“It's a’ mistake; the)“ re not for me,” answered the old
“No such luck for me — I've no friend to. send
me coals for Tnothing.” “Nay, but they’'re for the.man as
lives at the dyke: Ain't that you?”

" “That’s me, sure encugh; but there’s a rmlstake, it's

- stay here all day talkmg"" ‘-’

“gome other dyke, maybe. S . w

: “Nonsense, ‘man; take 'em and’ lbe thankful= I can’t

v

N “Take.em, away then,: they re not for me, and 1 wont
have anythmg to"do w1th em.” And he shut the door,

" and returned. to hi§" ‘desolate ‘hearth.. Thé cart- rolled

d

away, _takmg in 1t the glft that Was mtended: for the
old man. . .
. The next day the sam'e cart wa»s seen draan up opposnte

-a low court in the town, and the same man, with a quarter -

of a ton-of- coals, knockmg at -one of the doors, . “T've

, brought you some coals,” he says cheerfully, “where shall’

N

" I'put am?’ - . .

. -2-“Jt’s no mistake,” says the comlrnan

“They’re not’ for me,” 'answered the man Who opened
the door; “it’s a mistake” - ’
“See, here’s the

order —No., 24, quarter of a ton of coals. Now, that's

clear, ain’t.it?%- - -

“That’s my number, certainly,” replied t}he other, “but
these coaly ain’t mine, and I can’t take them in. They
must be for someone e'lse"'

“Well,” says the man with the coals, seratching his, head -

" with a puzzled look “these coals beat me; they're more:

“"trouble than enough One’ would think I was bringing

. clean refuse’ ‘to take “em. . But leave them T shall; ‘for, -
_yeésterday, I took 'éem away from a-house, and got into

yer poison.; Here comes a nicé present of coals, and yer

trouble for it. So, if yer don’t open yer cellar door, I shall
chuck ’em down here by yer doorstep.”

Thus pressed, the man at last opened his ‘cellar door,
say‘m\g, “You'll soon be back-to fetch * 'em, I guess, so I

- for me.”

r.Lesson Text. Romans 3:9-26. )
Golden Text: “For all have sinned. and come s'horl: of the glory

won't set,too much store 'by em. But if they're for me,
I'm-sure I 'm much oblig
" One more house the. coalman vigits with his load and
knocking at the door; tells the woman he has-br ought, her
some coals. .

“For me?”’ she says; “oh, it can’t be txue they must

be for some one else.”

“No, mum, here’s your numbel plain enoug’h )——No 8,
quavrter of a ton of coals.” .

“So it is! Well, then, T svutpnpose ‘God has sent ’em to me,
for. n6 one else knows that the last bit of coal is on the
fire now. Bring them in. I mustthank Him.”

“Perhaps you’d better,” is the man’s short answer;
but:to Himself he adds, “She’s the only semsxfble one; the

. rest are fools.” .
Yes. How many such fools ‘there are in “the woxld'f -

Even though- “God so loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten. Son, that wRosoever believeth in Him

_sllou'ld not perish, but have ever lastm'g l'lfe" (John 3:16),

“The Gift of God” (Rom, 4:28).

The coals were paid for by the donor: so our salvation
has been bought with a price, even the precious bloed
of ‘the Son of 'God, “Who gave Himself a ransom for
all”-(1 Tim. 2:6). -

Yet, though God offers to each one the free gift of
eternal life, we act flike these cottagers and the coals.
Some, like the old man, refuse it altogether. “It’s-not

-—The Tra,'velle': (] Gmde
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- Lesson 2

J USTIFIED BY FAITH

“of. God; Being Juslln’fled freely by his gracé ithrough - -the
redkamlplnon that 4s.in Christ Jesus.”-—Romans -3:23, 24.’

1. ‘Justification Demanded: verses 9-20. . ST

- In the' Book of Romans ithe Holy "Spitit g1ves ug rﬂh'rough:'

the Apostle Paul a marvellous exposition of the ftruth of thé
Gospel.  Int the. Prologue (1:1-17) dthe Gospel i described as
a revelation of thle righteousnéss of God. . 'Section II of -the
Epistle, “The Righteousnéss of God in Retnfbulblon (1:18-3:20),
is an explanation' of the universal néed of-the .Gospel on the.

part of man; his. sin which calls forth the just wrath of God.’

God is. righteous in ,all His judgments, so that -meén are
. left without excuse lbe'fore Him (Rom. 1:20; 2:1;~3:4, 19).
" The irreligious world. is declared guilty (Rom +1:18- 32), and-
also the rel'lglous world (Rom. 2); all are sinmers in"His sight.

The Gospel is eminently suited to the needs of ‘man, who
hias been endowed with the .gift of reagon. It is not contrary
to reagon (Isa. 1:18; Mic. 6:2, 3; 1 Pet.'8: 15), although it is
beyond reason, in that our finite minds canmot. fathom its
Divine mysterles Certain objections fto.‘the moral govern-

ment of God are mentioned in this Epistle, and ‘then amswered -

in a logical manner. In our contacts with men and women
‘we should distingufish between questions asked by unbelievers

who, merely find fault. with the words. and dealmgs of God,.
"and questions asked by earnest enquirers.

One of these questions refers to the Jews, (Rom 41, 9).
The Christian church at Rome was made up of both Jews and

- Gentiles, and the relationship between -the New Covenant and

the: Ol¢ ‘Covenant would doubtless be prominent in ‘their
minds. If the Jews were guilty before God, what-advantage
had they over lthe Gentiles? The Jews had npmonty of privi-
lege, but not.of standinig. They had been chosen to be the
recipients, ‘guardians and trustees 'of the oracles of God, but

(175) 15
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they had been untrue to their trust (Rom. 2:17-25; 9:4).

The Jews had an advantage before men, but not before God
(Rom. 4:2). They were charged with guilt (Rom. 2), as were
also the Gentiles (Rom. 1). All men are sinmers by nature
and by deed. Nome are righteous in heart and intention
(verses 10-12), in speech (verses 13, 14), in action (verses
15-17) or in attitude (verse 18).

The law is declared to be binding -to all those who live
within the sphere of the law' (Rom. 2:12). The Mosaic Law
condemned every Jew who did- not fully obey its commands
(Rom. 10:5; Gal. 3:10; Jasa 2:10). Similarly, the law of
donscience and the law of nature condemned every Genttile
who did mnot live up to ithe light furnished him (Rom. 1:19,
20; 2:14, 15). Since no one but Chriist has lived up t6 the
requiired standard, no one may lift up his voice in self-defence
(Psa. 143:2): his own words condemn him: (Job 9:20; Isa.
52:15; Matt. 12:87). When brought to the bar of eternal
justice, the human race must plead “Guilty”. )

" The law of God is holy (Rom. 7:12; 1 Tim. 1:8). Its func-
tion is not to save men, but to disclose their sinfulness, and
to show. them their need of ‘Christ (Rom. 4:15; 7:7; Gal.
3:24-26). .The law acted like the surgeon’s imstrument,
wihich probes the wound and brings to light ithe hidden source
of infection (Heb. 4:12, 13).

II. Justification Defined: verses 21-26. -

The same 'Greek noun is translated by the two words “right-
eousness” and “justification” and the same adjective is trans-
lated by the two English adjectives ‘“righteous’ and “just”.
The righteousness which men cannot alttain by their own
efforts or by the law is bestowed by God as a free gift to
all who will ; the 'Lord Jesus (Chriist as their Righteous-
ness (Rom. 4:3-5, 18, 16, 21-25; 1 Cor. 1:30; 2 Cor. 5:21; Gal.
2:16; 3:11-16). “Alll-ginned and are continually coming short
of the glory of God” (literal reading of the Greek in verse
23). ‘Al missed the mark at which they were aiming, and
hence salvation was made available for all who would take
-it from the ‘hand of God (Isa. 56:1; John 4:17; 7:37; Rom.
10:13; 'Gal. 3:22-24; Rev. 22:17). -

The Greek words for “redemption” in the New Testament
suggest the slave-market, Those formerly sold under sin have

7 A Message for the Hour!

In this day when worldliness has. captured the modeftnist
churches and seeks to ally itself with evangelism in funda-
mentalist circles, this message by Archibald Brown sounds
as a trumpet call from heaven. Convincingly it answers the

question of whether the church's task,is entertainment, evan-
gelization or a combination of these.

THE AUTHOR: Archibald Brown was the student and
illustrious contemporary of C. H. Spurgeon.
Spurgeon were the great Baptist preachers of Metropolitan

| "@*he,;’a;'}evil’ﬁ
ission of
Lmunsement

16 pages — attractive cover
6 cents each
25 cents per six
50 cents per dozen
i $4.00 per hundred

London.

‘wilderness.

E’very evangelical should prayerjfully reqd this great

" Order from: THE GOSPEL WITNESS,
130 Gerrard St. E., Toronto 2.

CHRISTIANS — Order 'Some"_fq.r Distribution o
- CHURCHES — Have One in the Hand of Every Member

been purchased for a price, even tthe blood of Christ, Who
died in their stead (Gal., 3:13; 4:4, 5). They have been
loosed, set free by the payment of the ransom and released
for ever from bondage ‘(Eph. 1:7; 1 Tim. 2:6; Heb. 9:12;
1 Pet. 18, 19; 3:18). - .- .

The word “propitiation” suggests the tabernacle in the
.The place of propitiation for Israel was the
merey-seat above the ark of the covenant (Exod. 25:21, 22).
When sprinkled with the blood of ithe sacrificial substitute,
the place which would otherwise have been a place of judg-
ment became a place of mercy. Christ became a Propitiation,
a Covering for men in théir sin, so that ‘God could justly
look upon them 'in mercy (Heb. 9:5; 1 John 2:2; 4:10).

At Calvary God dealt with the sins of the past, present”
and future. The sins of the past had previously “been dealt
with only in' figure and symbol. A ‘holy God had seémingly
passed over the iniquity of previous times without.judging
it (Pea. 50:21; 90:9). But on the cross of Christ His right-
eousness was vindicated, for there the penalty for sin was
fully paid (Heb. 9:15). The Lord could now be-just in exact-
ing holiness, and merciful in bestowinig fit. . .

God will justify the ci: cision by faith (verse 30). The
source of justification for the Jews is not the law, which ‘they
made tthelir boast, but faith. God will justify the uncircum-
cision through faith. The means of justification for the
Gentiles s not the law of ithe Jews. Gentiles' need not become
proselytes of the synagogue in' order to be saved; they may
be saved through the medium of faith int Christ. This does
not mean that the law has been violated, but that its claims
‘have been completely met in Christ (Matt. 5:17; Rom. 10:4)..

Daily Bible Readings

July 4—The Whrath of God Revealed ... Rom. 1:18-23.
July 5-—The Guilt of Self-Appointed Judges ... Rom. 2:1-11
July 6—The Guilt of Jewish Leaders .............. Rom. 2:12-29
July T—Justification for All ... Rom. 3:1-8, 27-31
July 8—Abraham Justified Apart from Works ... Rom. 4:1-8
July 9—Abraham Justified Apart from Ordinan w:%so 4:9.12
m. 4:9-

July '10—Abraham Justified by Faith ... Rom. 4:13-25

He and

message! -




