]

~

-

Bringing Home The Ark—p. 3
Study in Revelation—p. 7

“He Told Us Notlnng New”—p. 11
Canada s School of the Prophets—p. 13

~

vofestant Advocate |

Authorized as Second Ck{l’l Mail, Post Office Department, Oitawa

tte—

Vol. 34, No. 9

lmmr——

~ Whole Number 1725 J

130 Gerrard St. E, TORONTO, JUNE. 16, 1955

-

“THE TWENTIETH CENTURY REFORMATION
AND THE TWENTIETH CENTURY REVIVAL

HAT is the pressing need of this hour? More re-
ligion? More organization? More education? More
“ co-operative city-wide evangelistic campaigns? More .
mxmste,mal groups? More c'hurdh unions? No! '‘Surely
the crying fieed of this day in wﬂx‘.lch we live is for re-
formation and revival. Al other measures will fall short
and even if they seem to be temporarily successful, they
will leave a terrible.vacuum. Only a movement as sweep-
ing and as relentless as the Réformation accompanied by
~a 'mlghty, idirect visitation of God can ever suffice to
Sweep away false rel'l'gu'on and revive the work of the
Lord.

These two, reformatzon and revival should not be con-
sidered separately for, they are really divine inseparables.
Any who claim to espouse the one and reject the other
rob themselves of much blessing. A true reformation ‘will
‘See @ Teturn-on the part of the churches bo an exaltation
of the Lord Jesus Christ and a restoration of the Bible
to 1t's rightful place as the supreme authority for faith
- and practlce It will be marked by-an endeavour.to have
the church’s message, program and life ¢onform 4o the
‘grevealed Word of ‘God. Error will be fearlessly ex-
posed and ' denounced on ‘the basis “of “Thus saith the
Lord!” "No true Christian will take part in shameful
compromises with false teachers, churches or colleges.
True Biblical evangelivm will be the pressing concern
of all believers. A genuine reformation, in short, will be
sought by all believers simply because they desire to see
God honoured.~ I'n this day ‘it is the duty of every Chris-
tian to seek a sweeping reformation.

Revival is a God-sent visitation. Man is responlsuble
for the constant work of reformation 'in obedience to the
Lord. No man, however, can “work up” a revival by
holding some meetings or forming a committee. A re-
vival is mot “worked up”; it is sent down from heaven
as ‘God moves in a peculiar demonstration of His mighty
power. Surely this the longing of the children of
God “O Lord, revive thy work in the midst of the years!”

Now let us be more specific. What is the relationship
between reformation and revival? '
would like to’ see a reformation in doctrine but that is

Some ‘will say, “I

revival enough.” Others might declare, “I want to see
a revival but this matter of reformation does not matter.”
‘Both are wrong! A Reformation that brings the churches
back to the acceptance of sound, Blblacal doctrine is com-
mendable and needed but, by iltself it is as though the
sacrifice had been’ correc'ﬂly and precisely placed on the

_ altar and no fire came from heaven to devour it. On the
other hand, a great revival is desperately needed but if
we accept it without -prior reformation and separation
from error, we are asking the Lord to send down His fire
while we have absolitely no sacrifice upon the altar. Boeth
reformation and revival are needed. “What God hath
joined together, let not man put asunder!”

Reformation

Are we r1g9h't in saying that, if there is no sacmflce
upon theé altar, we should not. expect the fire from heaven?
If the c’h'urches expect revival, it seems only reasonable
to expect that they will sever all connections with the
world and <carnal religion, rebuke error, insist on. sound
doctrine and emphasize Biblical wangehsm This is the
never-ending task of true churches and ministers of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Those who expect to be visited by
revival while they themselves maintain cowardly, com-
promising connections with false and apostate religion
\ are only deceived. Like Elijah, the true prophet 'of God
may have to stand alone on the mount while others frater-
nize with the prophets of Baal.. While he waits in a
solitary ébedience for the expected demonstration of
divine power, the prospects may look bleak and the popu- -
far uproar ‘might indicate that compromise ‘with Baal
brings results. Finally however ihere comes that great
moment when the heavens are opened, fire falls, the
enemies of the truth are scattered and routed and God’s
name is vindicated. The time of placing the fuel and
the sacrifice will then be seer as, a preparation for God
to enter upon the scene 'in power. So, too, genuine re-
formation and Biblical dbedience are the forerunners df
‘a revival.

‘We speak this word especially to our evagelical breth-

ren. It seems to be fashionable today to seek alliance
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w1th modermets or to compromlee on mauhtens of fatl'bh

Evangelical pastors join modernistic. ministerial associa: N

_ tions.
tions.

Evangellcals remain in modernistic- denomina-
Evamgehca];s support joint _“evangelistic”’ meetings

. where: modern'ls’os have a place. Evantgehcal 'etudents at--

tend. modernistic- seminaries. "Will God honour such ‘com-
promises by sendinig a mighty revival? Is the Lord at
peace with Sdatan? No! nor should, the Lordus gervant rbe
cat peace with satanic religion which-is res'pontsﬂlble for
sending multitudes to 'hell. Will the fire of heaven fall
while ‘the prophet .of. God ig rwarmmg hié hands -at the -

servant of God may stand for years but finally it ghall -
. be revealed in power ﬂhat he wais not’alone “for the Lord

- stood with me.” God shiall answer by firé and- the sacri-.

. fice and - humble .obedience of a ‘seemingly fruitless past. .
shall be the"fuel“thit is \usedn to. light the world in God’
hour of visitation.

Evangehca]»s' Step out with God! Cease compromlemg
* with: modernnsm and’ the world.” Do. not justify - your”

. affiliation with modermsm 'by pointing. to- your opper-.

tunities to: preach the: trurth The ‘end does not: Justlfy
the means. We. need never sin in orider that grace may".

- . abound?! Throw ‘away policy. anid .yoir oW edheeptions of -

. expediency and ‘launch out ‘for, Christ.” Some timid -soul

) w1ll .probably say, ‘T think that, Christians should* never
antagonize anyone.” -, The Christian is at. conlsltant war-
fare with sin, self and Satan. To the. glory of God, he .
must separate himself - frOm error expose error and stand
for ‘God: Indeed the.day has come™in rwh‘lch we must be ™
.. even more fearless than ever in pulling the masks off
: ﬂhose persons,. dhurclhes and ongamza‘tmne 'bha;t are

- enemles of the, gospel. - <Y

" May all behevers dedlcate ﬂxemse]ves to lt‘,hls' work of
" reformation.: Alt'houg‘h Protestantlsm is."the 'domunant
creed of this land’ and conrtment it 'is-so*far removed-from
"real .evangelical Protestantlsm .that there is 'as- miuch ~
. 'need for reformation. as ever t’here was in- ithe da of
.Lut)her and Calvin.

Revwal o

Reformatwn by itself can.be a cold return to’an equale
: cold orthodoxy. "It is rcerrllbl'y possible for- one sto be “as -

. d]ear as crystal and as ¢old as'ice.” Precisé dloctrme, how-
. ever is-no substitute for' genuine spmtuahty A Teturn
to Biblical. orthodbxy is to be devoutly desired but with it .

ﬁhere must be a return’to a close walk with God.

If t'he dhrurches ma'ke a real endea.vour toward refonma

tion'and so eeeik Godr’s glory, He. will doubtless give regu-
.In that great”
+ . day.of His revival, however all’ will be c"hanged -and-thou--

sands shall:be born in a day,'the fire-shall fall and the -

"
lar tokéns of Hisj presence; in. souls s'aved

sacrifice and abeldilence of a falfhful past will be the
fuel which He ugmtes

_ ‘What reader iis there.who _does n-ot lontg to see’ that .
. _rev1va]‘? Who; dloes not-pray: P

« - ‘“There shall be showers of Messmtg 2 .
.z Send' them upon: us, O Lord! .
> -"Gramttousnlowarefres‘hu )

'Oome amd now honour 'I‘hy Wond

't_- S

f thn i8 our Iprayer [have we uput 'the sacrxflce on* t‘he"

. -altar" .Are we abandoned - to God? ‘or do we still have
" ‘comprofnising associations with. the world or false re-
ligion'? - Let us- step out for God, surrender to- Him and
then stahd back to : see the -s'alvaflon of our God!
Reformatlon an-d revnval are partners Reformamon id

Y
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¥ t'tié duty~ o'f man revlval is the prerogatxve df God May

.we see both come hand i in hanld as’a great ﬁlre is 1g'n'1ted
to the 'gﬂory of God' .

<

- , GOSPEL MOVIES ..... S
The life ‘of Jim' Vaus has ‘been put on fx'lm The new

-movie, Wzretapper 'depxchs this dolngs in électromics th'a't

Jled himzinto organuzed crime.;, Based on his. |book- Why

T Quit Syndzcated Cnme, t'he film, “1s an ort,hodox ‘érime

thrilter; complete with gu'n'play and; 'sxd'e-mouﬂned snarls” -
One }
day J im- Vaus went to ‘asservice of t’he Blllnyraham cwm -~

( Trme, April: 252 - But-it ends ‘Withx a dlﬁ'erence

paigh and was-converted.

swers
eous. It was designed to bring sinners to God . to
‘Teach the unreached.” Many who. would not darken a
church door will through this film be presenteki with the
cha]lenge of Chiist; anhd “some, may lbe saved bec'ause of

" it. We hope that will be so.

: There s a-greater danger however, ‘than l'urmg Chrls-

tians into thg movies." Many will undoubtedly want- to see -’

the film, an~d it will be shown in c'hurc'hes Tihere Chris-

‘tians who would “niot ‘dream of entermg a movie . theatre -
_ will gloat on its thrills and' ftills, and many may ‘hanker

for ithe high- life that the film depicts.: That is the great
.“danger. - The world will be brought into the church, till-
‘no difference will be seen between the chru'rch and the
wor!ld That wﬂl be tragédy indeed.

©  —The Pmme Overcomer .

. .
\A

L I T O

Dr. H: C Slado. Pesfor. Jcrvls ‘Stieet Baptist Chureh "_.,_

_ASSOCIATE EDITORS: .. -l. |

Some may object, as. hag i)een d’one already, that/the
“fllm wﬂl lare Chrxs*t‘lanjs ‘to" the. movies.. Jim ,Vaus- an- T
“Tfhls movie wasn't: desu;ned torreac'h ﬂhe rlght- -

'jrme 16, -1‘§.’5_5'
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C iEbz | BIarh-is ﬁtmt Pulpit
BRINGING HOME THE ARK

A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields ) . . .

. ) Preadhed in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sun-day Morning, October 4th, 1936
) ‘ v (Stenograp’.lucally Reported)

“And David was afraid of the Lord ﬂhat da.y, and said, How shall bhe ark of ﬂhe ’

Lord come to me ?77—II Samuel 6 9

HE ark of the covenant was the centre of Hebrew'

worship. It contained the unbroken tables of the

law. It contained, too, a golden pot that had manna. The .

. manna was ga;th’efred' morning by morning, and the people
found that if they gathered more than was necessary for
the day it became corrupt; it 'would- not keep; except as
they githered a double portion on the sixth day for that
day and the. sabbath. It was preserved only on the sab-
bath day. A .portion of the manna was laid up in this
golden pot, .and its preservation was in itself a miracle.
There was. also Aaron’s rod that budded. There was, a

‘dispute as to who was God's -priest, whom God had ap-

. pointed to minister-before Him. 'And the Lord told them
to bring-their rods before Him, and the rod of the man

of His appointment should bud and blossom’; and Aaron’s,

Tod budded. That, too, was laid up ‘in’ the ark of the
covenant. It was a symbol of the divine _presence. It wais
a peculiar and’ very distinct type of the Lord Jesus Hiri-"
" self. He is our Mercy Seat, where the blood is-sprinkied.
- .In Him the law thas been kept inviolate. He is,- Himself,
" the Bread of life,-and He is :Christ the anomted One, the .

. Mediator between God and man. .
Now the text refers to a time-when. ﬁhe ark of the Lord -

" .was out.of its proper place And David asks the questlon, :

“How shall’ the ark cothe honie to me? How shall I restore
it to its cenitral place-in the life of the nation?”

- T want to srpeak to ‘you very simply on how and- why-

- the -ark went aways from ‘home, and how vainly Davjd *

sought to:bring it back "again; canvdI how - at, last he.did -

suceeed in brmg‘rng ’rfhe ark home,

R s
How DID THE ARK GO AWAY ? 'Dhere was a txme in 'Israel’

experierice- when ' the people departed ‘in “heart .from the.

" Lord, and ceased- to. consult the divine oracle, and ‘sought.
to do their own' will, and go their:own .way. They failed

- really 40 make use of the ark which was then''in Shiloh.
They treated the ark as some people treat their Bibles

- when_ they leave them closed, and cease to consult them,
‘when the Word of ‘God ceases to have-any authority in
the life. They treated the ark’ as some people treat the

. +LordJ esus, a\nd seem.. speclally to endeavour to Show how
they can do without Him, crowdlmg Hum out of - ‘their
lives. - 'They .go where He néver goes ‘they -engage in’

* purguits. w1bhout His approval and, of =course,,w‘1thout
.- His cooperation.” They 1gnore Him until He is all Ibul;

‘forgotten, as was the ark in Shiloh.

" Then therecame an emergency in Ilsrae‘l’ lufe, an!d ﬂhey
went out to battle. They needed help oﬁher than their
own, and they thought of the ark of God. They made a
convenience o{_lt They said: “We will use ‘it that we

o

N

_get something done!

.when the ark came into the camp, the Philistines exhorted

Jand fight; and they did-fight, and the-ark of God was

_’born was cal'led Ich'albod for the glory of 't‘he Lordl Ihad
.depa;rted -

~and when the glory departs

-

may conquer our enemies. » And so t,hey “brought the
ark from Shiloh into the camp of Israel. They .put re- .o
ligion in the wrong place. They made a. mlsbalken use of .
prayer. They saw in that which. symbohzed the divine - -,
presence only something which they hoped would 'guve
them an advantage over ot’hers..

. There are a good many who make a convenience of
thelr religion. That is abbut the only use some' people
have .for religion. When they get to the end of them-
selves they think ithen it is.appropriate to-pray. Some
people foolishly say: “I am a-great believer in prayer.”
But prayer will never a'ccomplls'h anﬁyﬂhmg Prayer s .
tbut a means to an end. Sometlmes when they say they -
are a great believer in prayer they mean they are great .
believers in themselves. If they pray enough they will
Our prayers are poor at the best;
but.- we have a great ‘God, and if our prayer .is directed
to Him, something may be done. Very often people-con-
found the means with the end, and the end . with the -
means. Instead of seeing ‘in the ark a symlbol of the
divine presence, t,hey ‘make it an end itself.- An‘d 80, when
'hardly pressed, they pray, only that they may get a little
advantage for themselves, without any .ﬂhoug'ht of the
‘honour and glory of God. ~
«>»On- this occasion the ark. failed them, — as it always
does. - God w‘xll not ‘allow us to ‘make a convenierice of
Him. . He will. never take a. secorid place — ‘He demands,
the ﬁmst place, And although, they made a great shout,

one anotl)er that they " should -quit themselves like men

taken by, bhem The 'sons of El,-Hophni and Phinehas,
were slam and you. remémber that the child that was.

. 'There are many ‘perlodus in'the expenence of the people
of God like that, when ‘God becomes almost a Stranger,

- Follow" the ark' into the land of the P'hll‘xvstmes "I‘!hey
put it in the house of their god' Dagon. And the next
morning Dagon 'had fallen on his face before ‘the ark.
They: ‘restored ’hl-m to his. p‘lace again, “and ‘the second
day he had fallen again. This time the palms of his hands
were broken, and his head was severed. The ark of God
may not ‘do God’s people good; and it may do the enemies
" of God a great deal of harm.’ Religion is either the great-
est of all blessings, or it is the greatest of all curses. If
it be genuine, if it consists of heart ldevotion to God, then .
all the powers of Deity are available to the believer. But
if it be but a show and a sham, an’evidence of insincerity, -
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it ‘is bound.to bring trouble. It brought trouble to the
Philistines. '
I sometimes think the curse of the world to-day is the
religions of the world—the ark of God out of place, the
name of 'God mentioned where He is not. The ark of
‘God: 'in the temple of Dagon! 'Churches called Christian
which are nothing Ibut 'heat-hen temples! No Bible! No *
Christ! No Saviour! .
And so, they carried the ark froim Aghdod to ‘Gath, an-d
trouble followed in Gath. And the Philistines said: “Take
it away from us. Tt does us no good.” And so they took
it to Ekron, and trouble followed there. It was no.blessing
{o anyone, but only a curse. I think you can trace the
trail of false religions in our day, and in the history of
the Ipast False religions, perhaps, is Spain’s greatest
curse in oar day. It is likely to prove the greatest curse
of Canada unless ‘God shall send us a revival of some
- sort, a real revival, a heaven-sent revival.

“The mien of Ekron said: “We shall have tto get rid of
this ark. It may be useful to Israel, but it is of no use
to us.” Amnd so they made a cart and put the ark on the
cart, and then said, “Take the calves of these oven, and
shut them up at home.” One would have supposed- that
they would have ensured their turning in one direction.

But contrary to nature the oxen went toward Bethshem-,

esh, and the Philistines said: “Now we know that all

this trouble has come upon us because of the-ark.” And-

when it came to Bethshemesh, they rejoiced. ’I‘hey were
like “some of the Modernists, who do not yield to the
_ Bible, but they curiously look into it, tear it to pieces.
The men of Bethshemesh said
And so they opened the ark; and over fifty thousand of
- them perished before the Lord. Then they said:
us get rid of this,” and they carried the ark to Kirjath-
jearim, and there it remained for twenty years.
was long, and -oh, what trouble came upon Israel, and
the people of Kirjathjearim lamented before the Lord.
They had a religion that made them sorry: it did not
‘make them glad at all. They were out of touch with God,

out of harmony with Him. Many people thus have lost-

their blessing lbecauase Christ and His Word have been
relegated to'a secondary place in their lives.

, -

II.

Then. ensued the regime of Samuél, and later thit of .

Saul. And still the ark of God was out of place. Then
David came, and he asked the question: ‘“How, shall thé
ark of ‘God come to me? I want to bring the ark-home:”
Oh, how many of the Lord’s people have said that! Have
we not all said it at some time: -~ -
“Where is the blessedness I knew
‘When first I saw the Lord?

Where is the soul-refreshxng view N
. Of Jesus and His Word'? .

Wlha;t 'peace'ful hours I once enrJoyed —_
How sweet their memory still!
_But they have left an aching void
The world can'never fill.”

No 'Christian can ever be happy, can ever really enjoy
life when .the ark of God is out of place, when ‘the Lord
Jesus has any but the first place in the life. And we
thave to ask the question, How shall the ark of God come
home to me? How shall we have a revival? - How may
the days of spiritual blessing and prosperity return to us?

David was a good man, but good men may do some

“Let,

:"“We shall look into this.” 5

The time -

foolish things sometimes. He said: “We will gathér all
Israel together, and we shall have a great crowd, and we
shall bring the ark of God back.” I do not know how
often I have re'a;d,of revivals being organized. I know
a gentleman in this city, a very excellent man, and I
have known him to do this many times: If he heard of
just a lttle spiritual blessing somewhere that seemed
to promise blessing, his heart was thrilled. He is a man
of means. And he would send to all the ministers in
town, and have a luncheon, invite them all to supper
somewhere, and then have someone come and tell how
this little spark was kindled. I have seen, I cannot tell
you how many attempts made to bring the ark of God
home by : human efforts. But it did not come.

Then they made a new cart, and they put the ark on
the cart. It was drawn- by oxen, and the sons of the
priests walked on each side of ‘it to see that it did not
fall off. 'That is an old story, wonderfully suggestive,
however. There are some churches that might well be
Jooked upon as wagon shops. They spend all their time
making new carts to bring the ark of God home, But it
does not come! .

They put the work of God on a mew cart, and as it
went on its way, you remember the story of how the
ark trembled on a piece of rough road, and Uzzah put
forth his hand to steady it, and he died before the Lord.’
And. David- was afraid, and said: “THis will never do.
How shall the ark of God come home to me.” ,He had
got together the .Levites and singers. Heshad a great
choir. Read the story. It sounds like a story of modern
mass evangelism. Get stringed instruments enough, music
enough, noise encugh, and you will have a revival! But
revival does not'come in that way. <

~

IIL.

After a whu‘le David said: “We will try again to see
if we can bring the ark home ” And what did he do this

- time? He opened+the Book to see what Moses had com-

marded, to see what God had to say about bringing the
ark home, \

Ts it not amazing when you read the reports of great
“churches gathered 'in ‘annual assemblies, and' people lam-
ent the spiritual decling, the lack of attendance at.the
house of 'God, the church’s general failure. They say in
efféct: “The ark is-not here. How shall -we bring it -
home? I move, Mr. Moderator; that such a committee be
appointed.” But you never heard of anyone’s getting up

© aid saying, “Brethren, do you think it might be a good

idea to open that book on the platform, that you have
not opened yet, and let us hear what God has to say,

. Might not that be a 'good way of promoting revival? 7 )
Even a king may go wrong, you know. David did; be- .

cause he did not consult the Book he made a mi:sta'ke.

Well, the second time David had his s.lnger's and he
~had one who was a special leader 'of song. It is a véry
" interesting story. I am afraxdl we had better let Mr. '
Hutchinson ‘keep his own nameé, becguse he would not
wear 'this one very well, But he was' the chief, because
he ‘was skilful. He was f)he}'e 'to lead all the people in
song, and they had their orchestra, their organ, their
gingers. That is all right providing other things are.
right. The religion of Christ has ever lbeen a religion of
music, a religion of song. When our hearts are right
we cannot h*elp smgmlg Sometmne< in cynical mood we
smile at that 6ld hymn -
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“I feel like singing all the time,
My sins are washed away;
For Jesus is a Friend of mine,
T’ll praise Him every day.”

. To have the blessing of cleansing 'is a real and personal
experience, and if we are rejoicing in the Lord we shall
fgel like singing all the time. There should be enough of
the rehguon of Christ in our hearts to express itself in
some measure in a cheerful countenance. By all means
let us have the singing in its proper place.

But let us-hear what David salid. He said, “No one but
Levites ought to bear the ark of the Lord. If ever the ark
is to be brought back to us we shall have to find men
who are qualified by birth to do it.” You will never have

a revival come through unregenerate men. They must be.

Levites. “I will multiply your Levites” ‘the Scripture says.
And every true believer is a Levite, a priest unto God.
He is born to the holy priesthood.

. Have you been born again? Are you a Levite? Well, you
can pray for ever, and you will never have a revxval unless
you yleld yourself to IChmlst unl'ess you have had that
experience. .

Then in the next place David said: “Now you sanctify
yourselves. . It is not enough that you should be born
Levites; you must be sanctified Levites.” They were to
be separated unto the service of the Lord. You cannot
have a revival through the medium-of people who are at
the movies two or three times a week. "The card-playing,
dancing ‘Christian ,will never be used of God to bring
about a revival; nor professing Christians who are mixed
up with the world and the things of the Worlld

1 turn this switch and there ‘is a light. But supposing
when I turn the switch the light did not come on, what
would you know? The youngest child knows. Someone

" tell,me. “The bulb is broken.” Well, suppose we get a

new bulb, and the power won't come. “The fuse is blown
out.” Yes; the conmection fis broken. There is power
enough ylomd-er, but the fuse is blown out. And there are

. many Christians who have the fuse blown out. No light;.

turn the switeh as much as :you like! Power can be trans-
mitted only when the wire is properly insulated. 'The
problem of the transmission of power is always a problem
of insulation.

And so David said: “Let the Levites sanctify them-
selves.” And then he acknowledged the mistake that he
made. He said: “We did not bring the ark home the
last time because we sought it mot after the due order.
We made a mistake. We put it on a cart, and I have read
in the Book that there is only one way to carry the ark.
There are golden rings there, and staves must be put in
the rmgs and the Levites must lift it to their shoulders,
for the Lord has so ordained. And you must carry the
ark on your shoulders to bring it home.” So the Levites
who separated themselves to this service, put the rods
through the rings, and lifted the ark, and they carried
it on_their shoulders. And then the people with the cym-
bals”and the trumpets, and the singers“began to make

_musm, and the Old Testament “Uncle Hutch” led the
ginging, and there 'was great joy .in Israel, and the ark

was brought to the place of the tabermacle, which -David
had prepared. And 'so the revival was brought about.

My dear friends, most of us would like to do things by
machinery. We should like o have a new cart ito do our
work by proxy. But it is the Lord’s way that we should
each carry the ark upon our shoulders. Every man shall

" bear his own burden. You teachers, let me tell you some-

thing! T am going to take a minute to talk to you. - I
found out some things this week. I went visiting myself,
and I found out where teachers had not been, and I foun

out about some scholars who had been absent from school
and never a teacher had been near them to ask them why.
Oh, they tried some other means. But you cannot do it.
Get your shoulder under the job that God has given you,
and go and do it, and then you will have blessing. ¥ou
cannot 'get someone -else to do it for you. Do it yourself.
Just open God’s Word to find out what His Word teaches;
and then simply obey Him..There is nothing €lse to do.

- Do it after the appointed order, and then we shall have

a blessing in our own hearts, and we shall communicate
blessing to other people. I cannot do your work; you.
cannot do mine. We must each carry our’burden on our
own shoulders.

Now will you find o'ut what your job is as Christians,
whether teaching a class, going visiting, bearing 'witness .
to someone at the shop or at the office, whatever it may
be. ‘David said: “Let us find out what the Lord has
appointed.” And as soon as he found out he said, “Now
take your job and do fit.” Do not talk about it; do not
pray about it: just do it. -

A man told me ‘the other day of some man who had
been discovered in trickery. He had been untrue, dis-
honest. And when he was discovered he was brought in
to a board meeting, and until he had actually been found
out he was as ‘insolent as could be. - But when he was
found out he dropped on his knees and-said: “Oh, breth-
ren, I want you to pray for me.” The chairman said,

. and very rightly: “Get up from your knees. This is no

time to pray, you scoundrel. Acknowledge that you have
done wrong, and go and put it right. That is the way to
pray. ‘Go on your feet and rectify the thing that is
wrong, and do not come here whmmg like a whipped dog
just because you are found out.

A lot of pious nonsense is being talked to-day We
cannot pray properly unless we pray intelligently, and
lw'hen wrongs are to be righted, and neglected duties to
“be done, the proper thing lis to go and do it. Get your ~
shoulder under your burden. Go out in the name of the
Lord, and you will find the ark of the Lord -will come
‘home to you. The blessing you have sought will be yours.

~ May the Lord help us then to nbnng home the ark.

Let us pray:

O Lord, we pray Thee #o bring us all into right relationship
with 'I‘hysel‘f this morning. Help us all that we may teturn
whole-heartedly 'to the Lord, that so He may revive His work
in our hearts. We ask it in Jesus name, Amen -

HARRISTON, JULY 1

‘Those of our readers who live in central Ontamo will
be interested to hear of a day of special services in
Bethany Baptist Chunch, Harriston, on Friday, July 1,
commencing at 2 p.m. _The mortgage on the church build-
ing will be burned and-a council will be convened to con-
sider the advisability of recognizing Mr. Bruce Rowland-
son as set apart to the gospel ministry. A full day of
good things has béen planned. What better way is there
to spend the holiday?

I have seen many dying-beds, but never have I seen
one which seemed to me to be a proper place to make
preparation for eternity.—ALBERT BARNES
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BAPTIST. BUREAUCRACY .
“Wisdom is justified of her children” The Baptist
‘Convention of Ontario and Quebec has finally shown its
true -colours and so vindicated the stand of Dr. Shields’
and those who broke with McMaster. The following news-
paper report from Hamilton is very enlightening : '

CHURCH CONSTITUTION STUDIED BY COMMITTEE

* Hamilton, June 13 (Stalfif).—Constitutional regulatjons
for.Baptist churches in the Baptist '‘Conventioni of Ontario

and Quebec are now being considered by the commission -
on Baptist principles and policy. - . :

*. A report of this committee was presented by Dr. H.'S.,
Stewar't of Hamilton, to the 67th annual“-assembly of the
convention being held this week at MdMaster University.

.-Hundreds of minigters and laymen from .all parts of the .
two provincesiare attending the four-day session. : .

The report said a marked interest in church constitutions
has been shown within the convention. This has arisen
because of the organization of many néw churches and.
because the constitutions of “some older cliurches have
become outmoded or inadequate. ‘

“The commission has been specially concerned that con-
stitutions should be so framed as to prevent sudden or .
rash separation of a church from the convention or aliena-
tion of church property from the purposes for which it was
brought into being,” said the report. The draft of the con-
gtitution is now before the commission for study. -

Dr. Stewart said the constitution under study is so
framed as to make it impossible for a small group to take ]
a church built by Baptists out of the convention. “One
purpose of the constitution is to protect the properties

..within the convention,” he said. - -

Dr. Stewart said the commission was also taking steps
to assist ministers to deal with many inquirers.and pos-
sible candidates for church membership frém ‘other:éom-
munions. ’ ’ S ’

A booklet on What Protestant . . . from the Baptist
point of view. It is expected to be ready for distribution

_in the ffall, said D, Stewart.. ' L
’ —“The Globe and Mail,” Tuesday, June 14, 1955.
(Emphasis in bold face type is ours—Editor, G.W.)

No popes are as contemptible as would-be Baptist popes. -
The papacy is the logical outgrowth of the Romanist,
system-but we would expect more of Baptists. A cardinal
feature of the Baptist system of church government fis
its emphasis upon the complete independence and abso-
lute autonomy of the local church. Each church is com-

posed of believers who call their pastor, elect their~’

deacons, carry on a Biblical program and control their
own' property without externak interference. The local
church i3 free to choose its own affiliations and belong
to whatever convention of churches it desires; likewise,
it is free to withdraw from any convention whenever it
desires without jeopardizing its property. Any system,
whatever its name, that denies this-right is not Baptistic.
Apparently the Baptist Convention of Ontario-and Que-
bec.aspires to the position of the Baptist Pope and to deny
these rights to member churches. This proposed ‘constitu-
tion represents a treacherous denial of Baptist polity.
Evangelicals in the Convention, beware! 'This move is
aimed at you. ‘Many of the churches have been built by
believers who sacrificed in order to rear a testimony 4o
Jesus Christ. Now this new move will .make it impossible
- for the majority in a congregation to determine whether
-or not they can conscientiously support the Convention’s

programs. If they leave the Convention, they lose their .-

building. Now is the hour for all evangelical Baptists to
sever their connections with this pseudo-Baptist bureau-
cracy. '

B SR

.- AN EARNEST MINISTRY .
(TR S MR R .
-“Azd these shall. go away into everlasting punishment,
but the righteous into life eternal.”—Matthew xxv. 46.

NIVERSALISM is witherthg to all earnestness in
soul-saving. What is-the matter with a great many
of the Protestant Churches to-day? They have this dis-
ease of Universalism .in a milder foi*_r?;. ‘They adopt the
‘Heidelbergh Catechism or the Westminster Assembly, or

. they sit in Methodist conferences, or in Baptist associa-

dions; but there-is so much Universalism in -the air, they

are cowed down. They-dare not preach .a rugged Gospel. -

“They say “heaven” with a shout, but they isay “hell” and
the Restorationists think -th@_g' salid “bell,” and the mer-
.chants think they said *‘sell,”. and so they are all satisfied.

Oh, I abhor this namby-pambyism in. religion. What is-

the reason we do not have any-more conversions in-our

" Churches? It is because’ we do not sufficiently preach
We tell the righteous it s‘}_lal'l
. be well with them; but not in the. same emphasis do ‘we

rewards and punishments.

tell the wicked it shall be ill with them. Why did ' Samuel

Davies, and, Nettleton, 'and Baxter, and the Wesleys, and - -

Whitefield, and Osborne and Daniel Baker count the con-
versions under their ministry by tens and tens of thou-
sands ?
doxologies of the saved, alid crackled with the fires of the
lost.” Did you ever hear of a great awakening in- a” Uni-
versalist Church? Never. What would they get awak-
ened about? They are all safe, always have_been, always

will be. What is the use of the jailor’s rushing”through
"between ‘the falling walls. of the prison, crying: “What

must I do to be saved!” , He -was safe before the prison

" began to rock, What is the use of the sinking man’s cry-
ing: “Lord, save; I perish?”’ Stop your noise. . The water -
. is mot up to your chin! What is the use of making such

a fuss about three thousand souls saved on the Day of
Pentecost? They were as saved before as they were after.

What did Paul mean when he feared becoming a casta- -
way ? Castaway on what coast? The coast of everlasting - _
Jove? Why are the wicked in-the last day represented

as crying-out: “Rocks and mountains fall on us, and hide

us from the face of the Lamb?” No -danger! Oh, if we

want to bring souls to Jesus Christ, men and women of
IGod, we must ‘tell the whole, truth. and hide none of it.
What means that picture, in E_r;ome of the old books, repre-
senting Martin Luther. almst -'beh:t-doufblq by a paroxysm

of earnestness while he is preaching about men’s souls 7,
What meant Thomas Chalmers, standing in his Edinburgh .
pulpit, warning people ‘to- flee from the -wrath. to come |
until he actually foamed at the mouth? " Why did John -

Summerfield and Robert McCheyne/preach themselves so
early into the grave? Why was it -that when Mr. Vemn
“described the perils of an immortal soul, history tells us
the audience “dropped like slaked lime?” Why was

- Edward Payson so anxious_ for the salvation of men that

his doctors said his body wa's;\ in a continuous fever? Oh,
my brethren, what we in the ministry must want, is to

be aroused, convicted, melted, re-baptized, surcharged )

with'the power of the Lord God Almighty: ~ - .
: e T .., - —TALMAGE ,
. ST .

Just to take Him at His Word,
Just to lean upon His promise,
Just to know.thus saith'the Lord.” .. %

~

June.16, 1955 -

It was because their sermons-rang with the’

"Tis so sweet to.trust.in Jesus, C o

-
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-

. entitled. “A Devotional Study in the Book of Revelation.

--lﬂII

hg fDr R. @ugarry .

During the- summer months THE" GOSPEL WITNESS. wnll carry a series of mspmng articles

This will'mark their fifst appearance in

- English although they were published in book form in French. The’ present translation has been
made by Mr. Samuel Pourret, the enterprlsmg student-professor of French in Toronto Baptist Sem-

. mary

‘beloved Pastor o \
About the A'uthm‘

h IFTY-FOUR years ago, a young ‘man of twenty-sﬂx.
years became pastor of a decaymg church in-Nimes,

Southern -France. He still' is, but the flock over ‘which
the Holy Ghost hath made him overseer is probably now
one of the strongest and healthiest evangelical churches
in one of the most difficult missionary fleld's ‘in the

 world. Morteover, he is the revered -and beloved. presi-
. dent of the French Bible Mission, a position 'W‘hlch the

hag held since 1913. .-

Although born 'in a Roman Cathohc family, Dr. Robert
Du'brany was given.a” good Protestant” education. He
discovered the Bible and the- Pilgrim’s Progress ats the
age of fifteen. From that time, he has sought first the
kingdom of God, and has not cedsed: fo |preach Christ, and
Him crucified. - A further important step in his Chris-
tian experience was taken when he became convinced
that lbapltlsim was not the privilege of babies, -and was
1mmersedl in ‘the church of. the late great French evan-
-zelist Ru'ben Sdillens. After a few years spent in busi-
ness training, he 'prepared‘ himself ‘for the mlmstry, first
in. Paris — his ’mrth«place — an'd ‘then m Spurgeons
College . .

Nlmes gave ihum a-very a,usmczous welcome Many
well- informed ‘people, 'declared that Bdptists were poly-
sgamous w‘h'lle a- fellow-mmls'ter earnestly  assured him
that the ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper had
ceased to be practiséd after the 'destruction of Jerusalem.
Others _still declared: “We worship Jesus Christ, but
Baptnsts -worshlp J ohn the Baptist.” *

The beg‘mn'm_gs ‘of. Dr. Dubarry’s ministry in” Nimes
are well worth telling. This church- was theoretically
composed of about six members, but - three ‘years were
necessary.to secure "the first regular hearer. For many
a Suniday the congregation was restricted to one person—
Mrs. Dubarry. Although urged on several occasions to
. give .up-his ungrateful task he let “patience have her
. His motto was: “First the blade, then
the ear, after-that the full corn in the ear.”

" Another instancé in which Dr. Dubarry had to let
“patience have her peirfect work” was ‘in taking the
leadership in his church. On *his arrival there, he found

- the same.

Mr. Pourrét himself is- from the chun‘:h in Nimes, France, and .is eminently qualified for the
work -of translation. At our request he has wrltten the follo‘ ving brief biographical note about his

~that the members believed in the brethren Principle of

mutual- edification. Omne after the other they stood up
and untiringly repeated the common-places of the Chris-
tian faith, and “Pastor” Dubarry had to follow that habit.
However, when his_turn came to srpea'.k he ventured to
face the congreg'—utlon a more inspiring sight than his
neighbour’s back, He then made as bold as to speak from
behind a table and ‘invite the different speakers to. do
A final step was taken when he 'became the
exclusive preacher.

Financial wants were keenly felt. Here is an illustra-

tion of it.. The church needed new pews; but as the
‘treasury did not allow such an expense, it was decided
to paiint them. Unfortunately the varnish used had a two-
fold characteristic: it first kept the occasional hearers

solidly on their seats, and, by a matural reaction, it kept

them away from them and from the church

Hundreds of invitations were once written and dis-
tributed among people thought to be ,interested in hear-
ing a miissionary passing through the city. One person

turned up to listen to one of the most stirring missionary .

addresses ever heard by the Pastor — and never came

back. A few years after, an evangelistic campaign was .

organized and ‘held under a tent, with Ruben Saillens as
a speaker.. Although anxious to secure the help of other
ministers of the cify, Dr. Dubarry was at every door
met with the same shockéed answer: “Put the Gospel under
a tent? Never!” For two full months, the fifteen hun-
dred seats were filled with people eager to hear the glad
tidings. What happened to 'the dignifidd pastors? You
may well guess: when the campaign proved to be a suc-

'cess “for God, they ‘thought it could also be a success for:

themselves. They ‘were. all parading on the platform.
“One soweth, another reapeth . . .!” After that experi-
ence, Dr. Dubarry went to spend the last real holiday of
his ministry : that was forty-one years ago, and the holi-
day lasted-for one day, The first World War had broken
out, and he had to leave family, chunch, and books to put
on the army uniform.

Mrials from w1-ﬂhm and trials from without. We could
tell much more concerning one who is our dearly beloved
pastor. His love for the common people, his deeply sym-

be ]

. . ~
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' pathetic nature, his humble heart and his comforting

. smile gained him numerous friendships in hoth Furope

and America. His intimate acquaintance with literature
and. with all political and religious history, his massive
. intellect and his passion for books made of him a great
scholar. His vivid Imagination, his. subtle sense of
humour, his perfect handling of the French language in

all its flexibility and delicate grace, and his deep insight -

into the Word made of him a skilful and unique expositor

. - of Seripture. His acute discernment, his prudent wisdom
and his strong character made of him a reliable and un-

contested leader. But all these gifts are explamed by the
testimony he gave at one of the French services held in
Jarvis Street IChurch: “By the grace of God I am what
I am!” — a testimony which left an indelible impression

.

in the minds of all listeners. Someone said not long ago:
“He carries so much héaven about him!” That is the
best homage a man can desire on this earth.

There is one 'ﬁhmg which fills Dr, Dubarry’s. heart w1th
‘holy pride: that is his church. In this church the fol-
lowing “Devotional Study ‘in the Book of Revelation” was
presemted in a series of lectures. Those were first de-
livered in 1931, then in 1942 before a somewhat renewed
comgregaﬂlon and under an improved form; they were

finally published in book-form a few months ago. Any- -

one who reads French or who wants to improve his
knowledge of this melodious language can obtain Df.
Dubarry’s books from THE GOSPEL 'WITNESS at one dollar
a piece. Each contains two hundred pages of most profrt-
able reading.

: I -

HE purpose of the present study is to reconsider the
biblical feaching concerning the things which are yet
to trapspire.in earthly history. We cannot overemphasize
the necessity of reverently consulting the pages of Holy
Writ for, outside of Secripture, no light has ever been
thrown upon the unknown ‘future; indeed, we can confi-
dently dssert that no further revelatlons will be given to

men: on this side of the veil.
At the threshold of this century, a new system of
thought, masquerading under the auspicious name of
modernism, was offered to the religious world. The advo-

cates of this “énlightened system” sought to show that.

the Bible said much less than men had formerly thought;
further the message of the Bible was given an entirely
different sense than that historically held by the churches
of Christ.

While this new system was successfully courting the
more liberal Profestant groups, the Church of Rome
emphatically condemned it. When staunch evangelicals
offered a stiff resu'sbance, suddenly another new teac‘hmlg
offered itself for consideration. Presented was'a com-
pletely new system of prophetic 1ntterpretatlon, which
made the Word of God say much more than its was be-
lieved to teach before and which further radically.changed
the time-honoured meaning. The reaction of évangelicals
to 'the second courtship was as immediate, vigorous and
decisive as their rejection of the first suitor, called
“modernism”.\ ‘'As time went by, however, a change took
_place and the heirs of those who had with near unanimity
rejected both false teachings, were tempted to embrace
one of the disappointed bidders, thinking that only two
systems were to be found on the market of thought. As
a result, modernism, which had been denied admittance
through the.evangelical door, subtly fintroduced through
the window a next of kin in an ingenious disguise.

. Beoause the faith deseives much better treatment, we
‘feel that it is our bounden duty to warn our readers
against this danger which threatens the cause of the
‘Gospel; yea, this menace certainly moves the anxious
heavens. In saying this we are not alone, as some would
like to think, for competent and undisputed authorities
share our concern and conviction. Indeed many see in the
new prophetic school an aberration as dangerous for the
evangelical cause as was the error of the first modernism.

‘Consciously or not, the modern prophetism has united

in iteelf two streams of thought, each of which was pro-’

duced by narrow parochial concerns.

“”

'The first one is the Jewish expectation of a Messiah
other than the Lord Jesus Christ and the accompanying
hope of an earthly Jewush kingdom absolutely unlike the
spiritual reign inaugurdted by our Master. This ideal is.
curiously linked to the anticipation of a golden age dear
to the ancient pagan legends and to the fancy of present
political visionaries and social .reformers.

The second stream may be traced to the inventive

boldness of an influential Spanish J esu‘ﬂ: of the sixteenth -

century, Francisco Ribera. In order to take away the
reproach heaped upon Rome by the Reformers who held
that she was the Babylon of Revelation, this cunning
defender simply claimed that it was necessary to carry
forward until the Mlllemum all the future: fulﬁllments
of that book."

Thus, a Jewish gddfalther and a Roman godmother
nimbly substituted the abnormal child of their imagina-
tion in the place of the product of sound, seriptural tra-
dition. Since ‘God could never have approved these god-
parents, we can only assume that their act was 1nsp1red
by the Seducer of men.

This strange parentage must be recalled in orlder to
understand the new offspring. Let us now observe that
this modern prophetic school, parading undxer various col-
ours, en'tlrely upset the fundwmental ev'anlgelwal truths-
concerning the distinctive nature of Ohrlstlamty

June 16, 1955

Accordifig to this strange innovation, otur Christian dis- © -

pensation would be neither superior nor final, but had
been ushered in as a parenthesis by God, while He waited
to resume His eternal design.- The grand purpose of
this prelude would be the creation of a visible kingdom
in which Israel would again take its position as a privi-
leged group among men. Rising 'during the millenium,
the Israelitic kingdom would thus survive a great tribula-
tion and would emerge as the almost irresistible instru-
ment of a triumphant, universal evangelization. Thus the

‘two hurhan families would be differentiatedand the Jews -

would be favoured by immense, exclusive amd perpetual
advantages.

Many supporters of this fragile hypothesis -concede that
the New Testament ‘is silent on the question (of the Jew-,
ish kingdom). But they affirm that such silence implies
that the prophetic. parts of The book as well as much of
its essential teachling are by no means intended for Chris-
tians but are positively reserved for .the Jews in the
millenium to come. -

Such a daring confiscation of the legitimate Christian

inheritance could only be accomplighéd by means of exe-

’

-
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getical manmpula’tlon;s, which as soon as they appeared,

-were decisively refuted. At every turning-point of the

controversy, the impossibilities and contradictions of the
new system were brought to light. As a result of these,
encounters, insuperable barriers unfortunately were"
raised between wsincere Christians who otherwise had
every -reason to appreciate one andther and te enjoy

pleasant fellowship. Who was profited by this situation,

—God or Satan?

In approaching the book of Revela'tlon we shall there-
fore endeavour to restore its vast riches to the true heirs
and hence bring these back ‘to soun'der and more Biblical
conceptions.

II.

'Intentlonally God has absolutely excluded from man'’s
natural perception all glimpses of the morrow although
He has purposely given to man a supernatural picture
embracing even the remotest time dn the future. The
particular .stages or compartments of this grand and
gradual development are, as it were, hermetically sealed,
although the end of all things is clearly outlined. In the
conclusion of His revelation to the first of the Old Testa-

ment writers, the Lord Himself enunciated this funda-
mental principle about His revelatlon's to men — “The

-gecret things belong unto the Lord our God: but ‘these
- things which are revealed belong unto us.” (Deut. 29:29).

Since this is the case, attempting to pry open the
hidden intentions of God is 'as culpable as ignoring His
plain revelation. Each of ‘these extremes is to be stu-
diously avoided as equally dangerous. The two extremi-
ties are incarnate in the New Testament in the persons
of the Sadducees and the Pharisees. On the, one hand the
Sadducees refused to heed the divine voice while on the
other hand the Pharisees were 'intent on attributing to
the Word of God more than was réally said. Both posi-
tiong are clearly diabolical and were subjected to the
severe condemnation of the Master when it became evi-

dent that their hostility had a basic unity in its source— -

“Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your
father ye will ido. He was a murderer from the begin-
ning, and abode not finthe truth.” (John 8:44).

Does this not serve as a warning to any who would
seek to study or explain prophecy? Extreme caution must

be exercised that the exposltor does not usurp the place '
of 'God in substituting his own thought for the divine
thotught; perhaps this usurpation is often unconscious
but still it cannot be otherwise deseribed than a pre- -
sumptive assumption of the vprerogatlve of Deity. We
must assert strongly on the other hand that such caution
should not paralyze the reverent study of ‘God’s Word,
a part of which is the book of Revelation.

An almost infallible guide for us will be the fact that -
God is absolutely: opposed to our knowing not only the
dates or the precise order but also the details of the
events to come. Nevertheless our Master is as fixed in
His desire for us to have a full knowledge of the prm-
ciples wh-lch dictate His dealings in t'he future.

III.

Let us mow come to the subject of our study.

* Only after many years’ deliberation, have we decided
to engage in this work on the book of Revelation. This
caution has been prompted by a desire to have a full
knowledge of the facts and a comprehensive view of all
accessible writings on the subject. Further, there was
an honest endeavour to discover the slightest shades of
meanting in the original text.

‘But above all, we tried with great care to find the
governing thought of the Lord and of the apostolic seer.
We believe that we have lit upon this gonnecting thread
in the discovery that THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF. REVELATION'
IS NOT TO DESCRIBE THE FUTURE BUT ABOVE ALL TO .HELP
THE CHRISTIANS OF ALL AGES TO WALK DURING THEIR
EARTHLY PILGRIMAGE, presented is a sym'bollc account of
the great immovable spiritual foundations and the chang-
ing forces which are to influence favounably and ad-
_versely their Christian lives.

‘We further emphasize that, in order to give forth full
freedom, the prophecies of the New Testament as well as
those of the OId, can be infallibly interpreted only after
their fulfilmenit. The interpreter’s main task then is to
stake out the moving frontiers of the past and of the fu-
ture only as the future becomes past. Hence there is
the necessity for him to probe the text of prophecy and
the content of history and to mark carefully their past—
not future—meeting points.

('To Be Continued)

JARVIS STREET ANNUAL MEETING

HE conibined one hundred and twenty-sixth and one

hundred and twenty-seventh annual meeting of Jarvis
Street Baptist Church was held on 'Thursday, June 9, at
8 p.m. ‘in Greenway Chapel. The meeting was well
attended and the presence of the Lord was felt in a re-
markable manner. Elected as deacons were the follow-
ing: P. Bauman, J. Hennessey, R. E. Kinsinger, D.
Markle, H. Maw, N. Nicol, R. Shaker. The believers re-

joiced to hear a great financial report which revealed.
that the income of the past’ year had surpassed that of .

the previous year. , The Deacons’ report, which was read
by Deacon Shaker, was an admirable summary of. the
work of the Lord in Jarvis Street during the past twenty-
four mon’ﬁhs We print it in full:

REPORT OF THE DEACONS’ BOARD

The year that has passed in the life of this church has
been without a 'doubt the most eventful year of its long
history, and one of the most outstandin: , if not the most

ou'tstan’dmg, in the experience of those who are vitally
connected with its testimony. '
'We have enjoyed without a break the benefits of social

religion and in this we have cause for much thankfulness.
The Word has been proclaimed from Sunday to Sunday,
and we have been conscious of the Spirit’s presence in
our midst applying the same to our hearts. Our*gather-
ings for prayer and praise have been excursions into the
heavenlies, and have been marked by an ihcreased desire
on the part of those takmg'part to see souls saved. In
our fellowship w1t'h one another we have had much cause
to say:

“Blest Ibe the tie that binds

Ouy hearts in Christian love.”

We have been strengthened by the mutual faith of one
another, and we have learned to “weep with those that
weep, and to rejoice with those that do rejoice’.

With all this, the channels by means of which we serve

L4
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. . God called our loved ones from us.

.

L THE GOSPEL .wrr,xfmss,and PROTESTANT mvocm.

our God and- to whlc'h we lend our support in order that
.we might see’ His kingdom: come on earth have gone on.
swithout any let-up LolEer T 4 NS

The great ayenue of serv‘xce in the Buble School is -
thriving and in good health. In connection with this a.
-forward movement, thiat. has been the means of. bringing -

" many new peoples into our services fo hear the gospel has
" Been.a source of great lblessmg

‘The Semlnary has in fits enrolment and in those gradu-
ated.in this past year, a group ~of, students whom we- all |

. believe will be counted amonig the choicest of its- alumlnae
-and with- whom (it is ‘a. ‘privilege to be assoclated / '

‘THE GOSPEL WITNESS with its great sermons, its power-
ful leading articles, and instructive Sunday School lessonis,
has continued to go to -the en'dls ‘of -the earth with an
increased circulation. :

The reports coming from our regular Baptist cluurdhes
have been most encouraging. !Souls aré being "saved,
wanderers restored, pulpits |be1ng occupied by men with
‘outs$tanding testimonies, who stand f1rml'y upon the Word
of God, and. new buildings being erected leading to ‘the
permanent establishment of New Testament Churches,

- In all these things we rejoice with t'hanlcfulness, realiz-
mg that-our prayers, our service, and our giving is not

-in vain in the Lord,

In the midst of. 'all.this a cloud 'has 'hovered over our’
heads, one which we all dreaded, but a cloud behind which

*  was the smiling-face of God. While it hovered over us,

‘Satan struck a blow at us wh‘l(:lh “had it succeeded, would
have destroyed thig gleat testimony. But the hand of
God has prevalled' ‘and a great vmtory has been won in
our midst. - '

ness and home-going of our great Moses, our late beloved
Pastor, Dr. T T. Shields.

For forty—four years in. this place with unswerving
‘loyalty he magnified and exalted the -Lord Jesus Christ

. to such an extent that his m!fluence -without exaggera-,

tion, affected the history of the wholé world.

‘Christians everywhere have looked to him for gu'ldance
and for help in splrltu‘al t'hmgs and have been richly
rewarded.

He had been more than'a Pastor to. us. He was pastor
father, brother, friend -and- counsellor. Under his min-
istry most of us were born again, were baptized,. recelved

. the richest food of God’s Word for our souls,.some of .us--

he married, some he consoled as only he could-do’ when
And -above all he it
was who ‘in this wicked day enabled us to. grasp fmnlv
“the truth as-it is in ‘Christ Jesus, to sfand firmly and
courageously, separated from the world,.an-d from every
appearance of evil. We loved him for these things; we

- -loved him for ‘himself, because™he -was one of ‘God’s most

lovable creatures, and we loved him- because the-Spmt
of Christ dwelt largely in him. .

But ‘God has.seen fit to take him to higher service, and
thus sorrowing not as others sorrow, we thank God for
his memory, for all that he has been to us, and we look
forward with, greater hope to our -meetmg at the feet
of our Lord Jesus.

*While our Pastor was laid 'as‘ude, Satan, believing that

the time "had come to destroy this world-wide tes‘tlmony, C

ajmed, a vital blow at us in-an effort to divide this con-
‘greg'atlon, thus end'angerlmg the church, the ‘Seminary, -
THE GOSPEL WITNESS, and consequently the whole out-
reach of the Jarvis Stree'_t Pulpit. '

-

We are. confldennt that’ the handu of the Lord—fprevaﬂed

because God’s praying people in ﬂhls place, déternined to

/ gtand ‘together and. deféat the purpose of Satan Thus
marvellous t’hmgs have happened fin our midst.

We have seen the Lord’s hand npomt'm'g out. our heloved

Assouate Pastor,.H. IC. Slade, to be the successor to our

late Pastor and have seen our cong'regatxon unanimousty L
call him to the task, in.spite oi‘ many rude detractmns v

from wuthoult - oL

We “have seen_our: Brother, Leslle K. Tarr, froxm com- _
parwtlve obscurlty, take the post of Editor of: THE GOSPEL _

WITNESS, and-in thé spirit and power. of our late Pastor,

‘ Jm_'ié‘;lﬁ’ﬁ', 1955

prove: hllmself in an un'usual way 1o be IGod "s.man for the L

task -

- We. have had our Bret'hre'n Dr.
Rdbert Du!barry sent to us from God for our strengthen:
ing. and encouragement, and have dearned. that, Iby reason
of “his spiritwal gifts, his gracious - pensonalrty, and rlch

experience asa pastor and teacher Dr.<C. D..Cole is . .

without a doubt God’s man for Dean of .the Seminary.
And at the same time while Satan was making his

attempt to destroy us, we have had a number of .remark- *
able conversions in our midst, which 'have served fo’

strengt‘hen our hands-in the Lord.

‘Thus instead of the work.being destroyed or even weak-
ened 'God himself has laid plans for.the future of the -.
‘work here by giving’ us men of His choice in a miraculous -
Consequently there

-way, to_lead us into greater things.
has been engendered in our midst a strong spirit of ex-
pectancy. And ‘it has been made abundantly clear to us
. all that we must give ourselves afresh ‘o the Lord J esus

’ Ohwlst
'The cloud that hovered over- uis was . the |prolonged: ill- -

The eyes of the Christian world are upon us to see

= whether or not we shall stand f1rm without our great

leader. Therefore we must in g‘reatel measure than ever
put our trust in God.

C. D Oole, and Dr.

-~
"

The testimony- of this pulpit, ‘the Semmary, and THE :

" GOSPEL "WATNESS, is as much“nheeded now as it.ever.was, '

and we date not allow ourselves; to believe that God w1ll

do less in the day of our present Pastor t'han He dl'd‘

in the day of our former Pastor.

A monument to our late Pastor must. be erected not a
monument of stone, though they have their place, but a
monument of peoples determined to carry on in the spirit

in which he taught us, even the prrlt of Christ, glorlfy- o

m-g our Father in Heaven.
-,

During the past'two'years: the Lord ‘has'ta'kj.eﬁ‘ from 'om:
The names -

midst a number for ‘greater service above.
-follow =
Deceased during the year Apr:l 1 1953 to March 31

1954; Mrs. C. W. Ames, Miss Anna K. Baker,' Mr. Rdbert_'_

Black, Mr. A. V. Dallas, Mrs.. J. M. Davidson, Mrs, Maud
Deem, Mr! Levi Dodson, Mr.- Peter S. Fisher, Mrs, J. w.
Hennessey, Mrs. John Hepiburn Mrs.' J. E. Jennings,
Mr H. R. Moat, Mrs, Mary Neil, Mr. A.- L. Parrish,

Mrs A, E._Richards, Mrs. James Simonds, Mrs, J: T.- -
‘Smith, Mr. S, Spaull, M¥. Harold Thnlthorpe, Mrs. G. H .

Waller.

Deceased during-the ye:}r -Apri] 1, 1954 -to Mardh 31
1955: Mrs. -C..R. Bowiman, Mrs.. Wm Ecl(-~Mr "Fred

Hewlett, Miss A. LeDrew, Mr, Harry Little, Miss M. E. -

Milldr, Mrs. John Milne, Mrs. Ada E. Peel Mr Dawson
Wells Mrs. L. B. Wyatt.

Lo e
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“HE TOLD us NQTHING NEW"

-By Thomas Spurgeon

1]
»
} ANY a critic praises when ‘he mrten'ds to censure, The
. 1YR man.who uttered this complaint ‘had not got what
r cT ‘he expected, but the fault was with hnm'seljf in that he
b _did not look for what it was the preacher’'s duty to supply
f ” Blamme from certain qualrters is the highest commenda-
! tion. The fly ‘blameéd ‘the 'splder for spreading a web
F right in its way, and thus paid an unintentional compli-
ment 1o the skilfil fly-catc'her The nail'chided the ham-
mer for hifting it, right on the head, and- indirectly
. praised 'the stroke.’ The fish complained that the bait
- - .completely hid the hook,; and this’ was one to ‘the fisher-
' man, Now, if the fly, and the nail, and the fish, had been
P able to congratulate one another on escape ‘from web, an'd
f stroke -and hook, spider and carpenter and tfls'herman
'; " -would not have shared the joy, but would have needed ‘to
' look to their laurels and try again. ‘This case is somewhat
1 . similar., From the son of a great preacher, this fault-
4 " finder expected to receive something not only s-tartl'mg
- in delivery, but novel as to matter.
A fellow-townsman said to him the morning after 'ﬂhe
- evangelistic service, “Were ‘you hearing young Spurgeon
' - last.night, and what did you think of him ?”

“Little enough,” he - answered. “It was the same old
stuff. He told us nothing new.” The reader must imagine
the shrugged shoulder -and the disappointéd look which”
ac'compsm-iedt this lamentation. Sorry as I may be for the
poor mans d‘nsappomtment I cannot’ brmg myself ‘to

- murmur at his criticism. ‘I°gladly own the judgment just.
There could be no credit fo thie preacher of the ‘gospel if
men who were by no means strangers to the truth ex-
-claimed in rapturous <delight, “It was all new to us; we

- never ‘heard such ‘things before!” Is it ours to be ever
“tellmg some new t‘hmg, “tickling the ears of Athenians,
and finding food for” speculation and superstn;mn" I
t‘h!oug'ht “the old, old Story” ‘was our themie, and nome of

' your new—fan-gled niotions and startling novelties.

' What this. malcontent expected, I am at a loss to know.

The avowed object of the preacher was to proclaim the

gospel text: “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all
accep*ta,tion that Christ Jesus came linto the’world fo save
-sinners;” and if I remember rightly, the sermon stuck to
y the text, the tune was in the same key as ‘the 'first note.
1' ’ .Had" 'the vplatform been occupled by a conjuror whose
‘ - prdgramme promlsed a succession of “‘stantling novelties!’
and “real surprises”, the audience would have done right
in grumbling if these were not forthcoming. An-ordin-
ary shéw of sleight-of-hand, simple card tricks, and the
like, would not sabisfy a public whose appetite had been
whetted by a magniloquent advertisement. Nothing short
of decapitating an obliging attendant and: afterwards re-
storing ‘his ‘headpiece, or the production of live turtle
L - - doves from a magic frying-pan, could be reckoned a com-
“™  pletion of the contract. If a lecturer or concert-company °
3 visited the township with songs or subjects skid-to. be
"~ “entirely new”, the ‘forlk's might ask 'for their money back .
“ again-(I do not say they would get it), if all they heard
was on some local topic from the orator, “Nancy Lee "or -
. ‘,Home Sweet Home"’; from the songsters.

: ' * But'in this parblcular case ‘the- speaker made no preten-
sions, charged no fee, made no promises. He could not be
dhanged with “'glvmlg Jout 'ﬂhat h'lmsekf was some- g-reat.

. >

gospel, and the promlse was' fulfilled. He certainly had a*

one.” He did not cauge a; trumxpet to be sounded before
‘him, nor- dig: “he bBlow his own. Passmg t}hroug’h the town.
he comsented to preach the gospel as best he could and -
though weary with- journeying, he ‘spoke earnestly about
the way “from death unto llfe” No -barga.m ‘was lbx'oken,

no promise forgotten. - : . - TR

~I"wonder. what -the grumbler loo'ked for. Surely he
coulld never.- have hoped I was a purveyor of such misty,
mazy ‘doctrines concerning thecreation, Christ’s atone-. -
ment, and future Iiun'inslumenrt, as some men teach, My

-

very name might tell him differently; for though it does —--

not al'ways ih'appen (would God it did) that sons continue
in their sire’s holy faith,.yet hope points that way, and.
dvmappdmtment generally -arises. in' cases of .departure
rather than in instances of adherence. Did he expect me
to introduce a new Saviour to the township, -or to rear
some ladder to ‘the skies such as 'h_e had dreamed of or
was wishing - for? If so, I, thank ‘God that-he was dis- -
appointed, for I have “det'ermmed not to know anythmg
among men“save Jegus Christ and him crucified.”

‘Gladly ‘I deave others -to preac}r'such sermons, as one 1
‘heard of lately, in which — 50 says a hearer — “the most
comforting truth was the fact that traces of ‘the human
race have been discovered thousands of feet beneath the
earth’s surface.” ' Possibly, such. a statement might be
classed under theé.head of. “some new thing”; but if the
gospel is still to be liad;, we say “‘the old is better.”

Th'at, “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin-
ners;” is the grandest news that earth can ever hear: It
made even heaven rejoice, though our gain was its loss.
Was it not to this glad tune that angels sang to shep-.

- ‘herds on-the ‘Saviour’s birth night ? Dlld not the eastern -

sages hail with joy the tidings that the G*odhsenrt star
proclaimed? And-this same news, older in point of time,
but fresh and fragrant still, is what we preach; indeed,
our news is better, for we ‘can tell not only. of our Re--
deemer’s advent, but of his finished work, his complete
sacrifice, and his ceaseless intercession. We speak not of
the manger ‘only, but of the'cross, the grave, the ‘throne.
~Let them -call ‘this “the same old stuff,” if they will.-
We take the liberty of wrestm'g their words till the.title.

: contemptuaus -thou'g‘h it seems to be, serves as a glorious
-motto.

Let every pulpit provide “the same old: stuff”!
The loaves and fishes of :the: .gospel are better far than -
any of the dainty dishes the modern- confectioners of the

¢hurch concocet.

glory tin the old gospel we admit it is not news. Para-’

.doxical as it may seem, we hold that the charm of the
.old truth is its perennial freshness. It renews its youth

“like_the eaglé’s.” In some qruarters, they tell us ‘it is
worn out and threadbare..

The correspondent of a New Zea'land paper, when writ-
ing the other day from A;mer‘lca, said that in that-country
the old- fashloned- theology was “played out”. This start- -
ling. fintelligence was followed by an insinuation, ‘in
language which I do not care to quote that the departure-
of some from sound scriptural- views argues a general
decay and failure of our holy faith. Because some re-
move the ancient landmarks he-would -haye it that all are .

_.on the eve of changing their minds, recanting ﬁhen faith, -

The wish; I presumé, is father -
Su‘ch_‘wntex:_g — who, ."by the way, are -

and striking their colours.
to the thought.

But let it not be thought that when we -
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far more at home when writing of some mnotable scandal
or political sensation -— would make us swallow their
persuasion that our sires have been mistaken, and that
we- have shared their folly; that the faith for which
martyrs blazed and heroes bled — the faith in which
Christians lived trustingly, and” died triumphantly — is
a delusion and a lie, They would have us fling overboard
the treasure that has been to us both ballast and cargo
so long, and what are they going to give us instead
tthereof? They would load us — like the silt boats — with
‘mud and mire, which they-have dredged from their own
- imaginations, “pri-rporvdi'al' slime”, or some such stuff!

" The fact is that for those who are content to relinquish
“the old, old story” there is every provision made, in
order to supply the vacaum. There is a charming variety
of substitutes to select from. As saith the showman,

-““Whichever you please, my little dears; you pays.your
money and you takes your choice!” Here is a peephole,
with a view of ‘“final-restoration”. Amnother presents a
scene in which certain learned divines, armed with hoses,

are playing jets of water on the flames of hell and put-.

ting them out (im the picture). Directions for looking
through this hole are to the effect that you must keep
_one eye shut and not look out of the other; for who but
the blind can fail to see unquenchable fire even in Christ’s
teaching? Should you wish to change your views you
‘can be obliged with a glance through peepholes labelled,
“Conditional Immortality,” -“Cleansing Fires”, or *“An-
nithilation”. Dropping the figure, you can fde' some to
assure you that you will die like a dog, or an ass, if such
a doctrine pleases you: you can get a purgatory without
going to Rome for it, and annihilation, or something very
like it, from professing Christians.

Does some one remind me.that’ t.hese things are by no
means new — that these views have been held in some
shape or form for years? 1 admit it; but are they not
-new, after all, in comparison with the gospel of the grace
of God? W'ho knows when ‘““the wovndmfus 'plan" was first
contrived ?

The Lamb, whose blood still cleanlses 'u's, was “slain
from the foundation of the world.” The first gospel ser-

" . mon was preached as soon as Adam fell, when God the

Father prdmlsed that the woman’s seed shou’l-d bruise the
serpent’s s head. All else is new when we talk of God’s love
- to rebel men: and.yet, oldvas this gospel s, its power
remains as fresh and forceful as ever. . “Played out,” in-
deed! What means the scribe? We may believe it when

. igospel-hardened?

/
- “Till then — nor is our boasting vain — ~ -
Till then we’ll preach a Saviour slain.
* And O may this our glory be, -
. The truth of Christ still makes men free.”

A word to those who read this paper, not having yet -

accepted for themselves the Christ we speak of. Dear

friénds, you have a reverence for the “old story”, which

my critic did not possess. Possibly you have 'got “so

near to the kingdom” as to know that — ’
“None but Jesus can do he‘lpless sinners good.”

Stil you have not made Jesus yours. .Have you grown

the belfry that the bells are scarcely heard? Are the ter-

rible knells which speak of death and judgment; and the

merry chime whiich calls to mercy, alike unheeded? Do
not ask for a new gospel, — seek a new heart. God him-

“gelf canmot provide any other salvation than that which

an angel tells us so, and God ‘admits it. Is this penny-a- -

liner also among the prophets?

. Just now God is telling us plainly, the world over, that
his arm s not shortened that it cannot save; and what is
his ‘instrument but the tale of Calvary, the old-fashioned
theology? Is the “faithful saying” mno.longer true and
“worthy of all acceptation”? Has “the truth as-it is in
Jesus” had 1its day, like the crowid of short-lived dogmas
which have barked agaunnst it? Has the fringe of Jesus’
garment ceased to respondI with “virtue” to ﬂhe bouc-h 0f
faith ?

Wihen Christ uplifted: fails to draw, when the fount once
opened for sin and all uncleanness, is “a spring shut up,
a fountain sealed”; when Jesus gives up pleading, and the
Spirit ceases striving; when angels have no repenting
sinners to sing about, we may look for a mewer and a
better gospel: then we may take up ano’dher sword and
wear another badge, but —

-

~ 4

Chrigt has wrought. I's 1t too simple, too easy, too readily
understood ? -

If these are the faults you find, be sure they cannot
be altered, but you can and must be changed; for “except
ye be converted,” and become as little children, ye shall
not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” God give you
grace enough, and humility enough, to enable you to
accept the simple truth, that you may not be “ashamed
of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto
. salvation to everyone that believeth.”

. . . .
THE CONSECRATION OF JONATHAN EDWARDS

I claim no right to myself; no right to this understand-
ing, this will, these affections that are in me, neither
. do I have any right to this body or its members; no right
to tthis tongué, hands, feet, ears, smell or 'lt'asrte. I have
given myself clear away and not retained anything of
my own.

I have been to.God this mornmlg and tol'd Him I gave

myself wholly to Him. I have given every power, so that
for the future I claim no right.to myself in any respect,
I have expressly promised him, and by his grace I will
not fail; I take Him.as my whole portion and felicity,
looking on nothing else as any part of my happiness. His
‘law is the constant rule of my obedience.

I will fight with all my might against the world, the
flesh, and the devil to the end of my life. I will adhere
to the ‘faith of the Gospel, however hazardous.and, diffi-
oult bhe\profes'smn and practice of it may be.

T received the blessed Spirit as my Teacher, Sanctifier,

‘and only Comforter and cherish all monitions to en-
lighten, purify, confirim, comfort, and assist me. This I
have done. I pray God, for the sake of Christ, to look
upon me as a self-dedication and receive me as His own.

Now henceforth, I am not 1o act in any-respect as my
own. I shall act as my own if I ever make use of any
of my powers to do anything that is not to the glory of
God, or not to do anything that is to the Glory of God, or
.not to make the glorifying of Him my whole and entire
business. .

If I murmur in tthe least at afflictions; if I am in any
way uncharitable; if I revenge my own case; if I do
anything purely to please myself, or omit anything be-
cause it is a great denial; if I trust to myself; if I take
-any praise of any good which God does by me, or if I am
in any way proud, 1 shall act as my own and not God’s.
I purpose to be -ahsolutely God’s.

June 16, 1955 -

Have you built your nest so long in.
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Seminary.

.'the Seminary passed on to be with Christ.
" however, has been established on @ solid, Biblical founda-
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CANADA'S SCHOOL OF THE PROPHETS

URING the first part of the Second World War, Tor-
onto Baptist Seminary closed its doors. Many of
the students and some of the faculty had enlisted in the

‘armed forces and had gone overseas. By 1943, however,

there was a demand for more evangelical Baptist pas-
tors. Since some of the students had returned from the
conflict and other younger students were eager to com-
mence training, the President announced that classes

‘would be resumed in September, 1943.

Since then the Seminary has operated upon the same
principles which have characterized it since its mcep-
tion. We shall not relate. in detail ‘the 'developments simce
the war but will merely pass over them quickly in order
to emphasize certain basic principles which have been
spotlighted in that time. -

In 1947 the school was given the right to confer the
degrees of L.Th., B.Th,, and B.D. 'In that same year the
first honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity -was con-
ferred upon Rev. Robert Dubarry of Nimes, France. Four
others have received this degree from Toronto Baptist
Seminary, They are Dr. John Wilmot, London, England;
Dr. Carl MclIntire; Collingswood, New Jersey; Dr. Robert

MecCaul, Brooklyn, New York; Dr. C. D. Cole, formerly

of Mortons Gap, Kentucky, and now Dean of the

In January 1948 the Seminary re-organized after a
disruption which was occasioned by the then Dean of the
school. The trustees, the remaining members of the

faculty and the remnant of the students reaffirmed their
. confidence in the President and the Seminary ideal. Their

stand is being vindicated with the passage of the years
as the Seminary stands out as the distinctive, evangelical,
regular Baptist training centre.

‘On April 4, 1955, the founder and first President of
His work,

tion so that it carries on to the glory of God. Jarvis

- Street Baptist Church called Rev. H. C. Slade to be its
" ‘Pastor and he became Président of Toronto Baptist Sem-

inary. Dr. C. D. Cole was appointed Dean. ‘The coming

year promises to .be an outstanding one from a numerical -
standpoint for a number of definite applications has been .

received and numerous inquiries are coming ‘in. Let all
the Lord’s people pray that it may be a year' of great

. spiritual power for otherwise little will be accomplished.

- More important than the mere recitation of dates and
events is the enumeration of principles. Is the Toronto
Baptist Seminary of today built upon the same founda-

“‘tions as that of 1926? Those who are associated with the
All

institution would answer with a decided affirmative.
desire more of the blessing of the Lord but we are per-

suaded that the foundation principles of ““Canada’s School

of the Prophets” remain unchanged. Those who once sup-
ported the Seminary but who have withdrawn their sup-
port have ithen apparenrtly ceased to hold the original
educational ideal. :

— In eoncluding this short study of the Semunary, we

must make some concise observations about its essential
features\
1.' The school éxists to train men and women called.of

" God. If one is not called of God, then Toronto Baptist

‘deficiency.

Seminary or any other school cannot compensate for that

If one is called of ithe Lord, however, and

even if there is a deficiency in formal education, the
Seminary will endeavour by 'God’s grace to provide a
training for such a prophet.

TI. The school is unreservedly committed to the.Lord
Jesus Christ and His Word. Modernism has overwhelmed
the theological colleges of this land so that no major
denominational college stands for the Saviour and the
Book. In such a day “Canada’s School of the Prophets”
stands for the gospel and declares its adherence to the
Book.

III. The Semma,'ry 18 vitally connected with a 'vigo'rous
New Testament church. Since the local church is God’s
chosen instrument in earthly warfare, it is mecessary
that the work of the Lord be centred around such an
institution. The student is thus brought into an atmos-
phere of evangelism, prayer, practical work and spiritual
power. The student, too, contributes 'to the life of the
local church.

IV. A distinctive Baptist emphasis. We are convinced
that the Baptist message is the New Testament message.
In a day when evangelicals are enamoured with ‘“unde-
nominationalism” and ‘“interdenominationalism”, there
is a erying need for the New Testament message. Pastors
who desire to be used:of the Lord in the establishrhent
of New Testament churches will want to be trained in a
New Testament school.

V. Dependence upon the Holy Spirit. May the Semin- .
ary ever be thus characterized! May the Holy Spirit call .
His . men and send them; may He choose His teachers;
above all may He descend in” power upon: this place so
that it shall be in word and deed “Canad!a’s School of the

P’l'O!p'thS"

Young men and women who feel. called of God to the full-
time work of the Lord are asked to write The Secretary,
Toronto Baptist Seminary, 337 Jarvis Street, Toronto 2, On-
tario. A prospectus will be sent and your questlons amswered
Write today!

~

Attention;:

PROSPECTIVE MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES
4 PLAN TO ATTEND

Toronto Baptist Seminary -

Commence your Training NOW in a BAPTIST
institution which for-over 25 years has sent
forth men and° women well prepared in heart
and mind.

Foun'der: DR. T. T. SHIELDS
President: DR. H. C. SLADE

Training is Scriptural, Evangelical, Scholarly
Degrees in Theology No Tuition Fee
- Enlarged Faculty — Re-organized Courses
— Evening Classes —
Send for copies of new Illustrated Prospectus .

For information, write:

The Registrar, Toronto Baptlst Seminary
337 Jarvis Street, Toronio 2, Ont.
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PENTECOST

©

THE FULFILMENT OF JOELS

[ 4

’

7~ ANCIENT PROPHECY  ~

* . 'Pastor. Frank B. Beck, - Lo

"THEN I read in my New Testament, “And when the
day of Pentecost was fully ¢ome ... . ” (Acts 2:1),

I am forced to reject the popular prea:dh'mg in"some sec-
tions that the day- of Pentecost has not fully come, | but

, awaits a future fulfilmeni in a future day. Pentecost

. . 'has come!
means to implenish completel'y, as one’ would swamp o
. -never so in Old Testament times.

Fully come. The Greek word (sumpleroo)

‘boat (Dr. James Strong).

Yet I hear many rpreachers dogimatically assertmg over
the radio, and read it in their multitudes of books. and
pamphlets, that the day of Pentecost awdits another-day

* . ‘to reach lits greatest demonstration (see for instance the

* . flesh .

: " Scofield Reference Bible notes in its.edition on pages
- 930, and 931 to 932). Some of theri are quick to-lay hold

of Joel 2:23 and -speak-of the *“lafter rain” as if that

" must” refer to.a later, or' second Pentecost ‘in some day

to come. But when Joel pe'rmed hig prophecy God had
-a'l'ready glven the former’ Fain, and would give it and the
latter rain, in the future." Then in ‘verses 24-27 hé re-

. cords by divine msplratlon the blessmgs that would re- . .

sult therefrom, 'and wirites: YAnd-it ghall come to pass-
afterward that.-I will pour out My ISpirit upon ‘all
..”"- (verse 28). This last’ statement is the’ prophecy
of. Pentecost but Pentecost would not come until “after-
. war@”! - after the early and the’ lat'ter rain-and its
plemnful “harvest. - Then-héw ‘can the “Yatter rain” refer
. to a later outpouring. of the Holy Spmt after “Pentecost ?.

The day of Pemtecost‘ ‘h'as rfullly come.’ Joels ancient.
prophecy is fulfilled. That mnay not be what Dr, 86 and
. So, says, but that is what the Holy Spirit fired, and Holy
Spirit-filled Peter said on the 'day of Pentecdst' Said
fhe of Pentecost’s passion’ and" power ; *“ T'hlns s that
w‘hllch was spoken by the prophet Joel” (Acts' 2:16), and-
freely quoted from.Joel 2:28-32, in Acts- 2:17-21. “Thzs
is that . . ’ Péter said. 'th a part of it.." Not *a‘flgure
of 'it. -This is ! .','_‘-' ; -

Every born. agam C‘hrls“clam owg'hft to. fmd out What

- Joel sald Here is- rlch and heave'nly bread and M'lne g
- that many a pilgrim and strafiger has not tasted.
are ‘warm arid 'beauﬂlﬁulvly,, tailored gaumenlts many a -

Here

-eitizen. of heaven has not touched.- Here “h‘ang brxghtlv
.polished dhuel‘d's, and the sharpest .of. swords ‘and spears -
~and suits of armor that mamy 3 soldier of ﬂhe cross has
never claimed. What does God - tell us through Joel?

FIRJST -JOEL PROPHE!SIED OF THE 'SPIRflT OF
-GOD. .
- “And.it shall come’ to pass a‘fterward that I w111 pour
out. My Spirit upon ]l flesh-. . .2 (Joel 2: 28)
. said that thisiwas. exnperlence'd azt Penftecosft "Before this

i 'tfhere wag measured and ‘moderate ramu (verse 23),. but

“now at Pentecost there w1]l bea downpour' A
’I‘he Lord God calls t‘he Holy 'Sp1r1~t “My Srpu‘mt, ” in

! vverse 28. God's dwn. ‘Spirit.” Equal with God the Father,

N L

and ‘God the Son. He 1s\ﬁhen the ‘very pas;smn of God!
for as we say of a man (at the first made in God’s like- '
ness, '‘Genesis 1:26-27) that he ‘does his work with a good
smrzt meanlmg his enxﬂhu'smsvm anki zeal, then we consuder

Peter

. - . . North East Baptist ChurecH, Mlller'ton, N.Y. |
.- :"- Co. Scmp'ture readmg Joel 2 28-32; Acts 2:16-21.

é

God’s prmft to.be likewise. Hence -when God says: “I wxll

_bour out My Spirit upon all flesh,” we understand Him

to pour out His holy passion and zeal and enthusiasm
upon all flesh; 'that we should be “a pec'uhla'r lpeaple,_
zealous of good works” (Titus 2: 14) -
SECONDLY, JOEL PROPHESIED OFNTHE SFR-
VAN’DS OF GOD.
“I will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh . . .

n

It was,

God came wupon -individuals such “as Saul (1 Samuel
10:10); Elisha (2 Kings 2:15), Amasai (1 Chronicles
12:18), and Azariah (2 Chronicles-15:1) ; and even upon
the seventy elders (Numbers 11:16-17; 24-29), and the
‘messengers of Saul (1 Samuel 19:20); and the Spmt of
God dwelled in Bezaleel (Exodus 81:8) and Joshua (N um-_
bers_27:18).: but it cannot be said in Old Testament,
times. that the Spirit of God was poured out upon all
flesh! Now at Pentecost the Spirit is poured out upon

--all the elect, regardle‘ss of age, old and young; regardless”
S of sex, sons and daughters ‘shall prophesy; ‘regardless of":

station or uposmon “Also upon the servants and upon the

True the .Spirit of . .

'/

v
s

"handmaids in those days will I pour 'out My Splrlt" cey

(verses, 28-29).

THIRDLY, JOEL PRO'PHEISIE!D OF THE SERIO[’S-
NESS OF THE PENTECOSTAL AGE. ’

It will be 'a dnlme of prop‘hesy‘mtg, of prea;dhlmg,
dreaming of dreams, and seeing of wisions. It- will be
the time when Judah and Jerusalem are restored (3:1);

" when ‘the Gentiles are 'awakened to the holy. war of Zion
(with both nédr and. far lpropheclee in Joel), withra grewt
harvest of souls, leading up to the final judgment at the. '
day of the Lord (Joel 3:2-16). God will then dwell in ~
Zion with His people (Joel 3:17 and 21), not in an earth-
Iy, Zlon of the present, but in the eternal Zion (Joel 3: 20),
whlch is the Church (1 Peter £:4-6; ‘Hetbrewns 12:22-24). —;
At Pen“tecost Peter said:
. bythe prophet Jéel” It'is here. Itlis: fu]ly come. , .

To this agree the words of Jesuls C!hrlst in .John 7: 37-
89. The Old Testament .Scr1ptures (such as*Joel 3:18;

-

“This is that Wh'ldh was epo'ken e

Ezekiel 47; Isaiah. 35:4-7;. and Zechariah 14:8) ‘ta,ught -~

according to ICihu'lst ﬁhat‘ out of the body of behevers j
would: Tlow rivers of llvmlg water; which is the Holy G“host
as He wouldu be "given alt Pentecost’ Jesus Chiist- has-
sp‘u‘lltuahzed these Old Testament propheéies to apply to..
the. New Testament believers in this age, from Pentecost .
on! This is that which Joel, and all the Old Testament -
prophets pictured. If IGhrxs;t was not referrlng to Joel
8:18 and kindred Old Testament verses in John 7:37-39,
what then was He drawing from?

How sérious this age is then, that it will end in nblood
‘and fire and ‘pillars of smoke, the sun darkened, ands the "

moon bloody (Joel 2:30-81) and stars dimmed, with the .

theavens and ‘the- earth s'ha'kmlg at the roar of the Ilord
ait the climax of the day of the Lord (Joel'3:14- 16) Oh

.my soul, what shall become of you ?

FOURTHLY, JOEL PROPHESIED OF THE %ALVA-
TION OF GOD
* “And it shall come to pass, 'gfhat whosoever s’ha'l-l call_on
the name of the Lord shall be delivered .

i}
A}

. (Joel 2:82),
.r - .

. o~

-

-




" Gentiles, the nations (Acts 1:8).
"sheep, but other sheep, the Gentile sheep must. be brought

“ 'ghall be delivered, saved!

" Lord éur God 's‘hall call” (Alcts 2 39)

‘1. The Test: verses 1-5:. . _ . sy

-

-
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applied by Peter- t6 -this ddy of Pentecost (Acts 2:21)""
Whosoever’ not only the .J ews, the remnant, but also the,

into the fold of the Church, and there shall be one Shep-
herd and one flock-(J ohn 10:16). )

“Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord s‘ha,ll

- be saved,” says Peter, and the is pointing us to the cruci-

fied, risen, and glorified Christ.  Call upon Him and you
That will be, the "deliverance
of Juddh and Jerusalem fin Joel 8:1. Not 'a mere deliver-

ance from Babylon or-Rome, but a salvation from gin
(Ma*ﬂthew 1:21) and from Hell (John 5:24)! Is that not

- greater, and more glorifying to God? Therefore’ when

Gog and Magog are finally vanquqshed (Revelation 20
7-9), and we see ‘the face of God in glory (Re'vela.tlom
22:8-4), it shall be known that God has brought His elect:

- people into their- possessions_'to the last one, and has
- poured out His Spirit upon the héuse of Israel (Ezekiel

39:28-29) ; and upon the Gentiles; “even as many as the
Iy’ Chrl'st callmg
yo-u‘? Amen, . - ’

. Blhle Sl:hnnl I.essun [lutlme

Not only the Jewish"

Vol 19. Second Quarter b Lesson 13 June 26L 1955

" OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. ('l‘or)

TEMPERANCE LESSON

) Lesson Text: \Jeremmah 85:1-14. -~

Golden Text: “Wine is a mocker, dtromg d'rmk is ralgmg who-
-soever is deceived theréhy _Ls not wise.”—Proverbs 20: 1

The’ prophet Jefremlalh some‘txme\s called “'ﬂhe 'weepm'

'pmp’het ” because of the sorrows he witnesSed and experi- -

‘énced, commenced his miniistry in the thirteénth year of King .

., Josuah abotit 629 B.C., and prol_ihemed' before and during the

‘exile oT Judah (Jer., 1:1- 3). His righteous. soul must have

‘ "been véxed at the’ evil doings of Je’hom.klm, gon of Tosiah

(verse 1). In order to court the, worldly." Egyptians, ‘this -
cruel  king taxed the people umuust'ly, robbed them.of their,-

- silver und gold, ang ther filled Jerusalem with innoéent blood,
-"a sin ‘wihich the Lord would not pardon (2 Kings-23:36-24:5)..
"Inr chastlisement .for the sins of the king and the people, the

;Lord permitted the 'Chaldeans or: 'Balbylomams and the Syrlans
I.to invade the land.

In order to demonstrate to the peopﬂe of Jud'alh the senous- "
‘mess of ‘their disobedience to the.Lord,
--all their distress, the prophet was commarmded to ‘conduct a-

ublic test which would display- the. obedience of _the- Retha- *
ites, to-the shame of Juda‘h ‘(Rom. 10:19-21)..
. These Rechabites were strangers, not descendanits of Jacob
but_associated with the children.of Israel ir'that they be-
longed to the Kenites, the family of Jethro, ithe father-indaw

.of Moses (Exod.-18:9; Numb.-10:29-32; 1 Chron. 2: 55) ’I‘he'y

dwelt in tents (Judg. 4: 11, 17; 1 Sam. 15 6). .
Although the-clan: took its name from the ansces!bor Recha!b

. (2 Bam. 4:2), it was to Joriadab, the son.of Rechab, that they

looked as the real founder of ﬁhe tpibe (2 Kings 10:15-23). -
This Jonadab was zZealous for the Lord and fearlessly took
hi§ stand as & leader in maintaining the worship of -Jehovah
and.-in.overthrowing the. idolatrous. pactices- of wicked King
Ahsab. Jonadab. wisely. <cohicluded that his ‘moral_vidtories
‘were dué 'bo_his faith in the Lord and to his separation from
evil, It is eveir-true that the principle of separation;’ not of
union on-the basis of complicity or compromise, makes for
‘true ‘and lasting-strength (2 Cor. 6:17, 18). It is not crowds,
but the few chosen, faithful ones who are used of the Lord
to do exploits :Eor Him (Judg. 7:7; Isa 51 :2). One with God
is a maaonsty
- N ot e

~

the primary canse of ..

7’

Reahzmg that his peo; sle " would be strong only as they
maintained-the separation*which he himself practised, Jonadab
laid down three laws for ‘their guidance: (1) abstinence from .
strong drink; (2) renunciation of wealth and property; (3)
withdrawal from cities. These three commands, although 'they:
pertained to material conditions, were designed to guard the
people against. sin. The- appetite for strong drink, the love -
of money (1 Tim. 6:10) and .the companionship of evil men
such as congregate in.large centres are all incentives to sir
(Exod. 23:2; Prov. 1:10; Isa. 22:13; 1 Cor. 15:33).

About 300 _years after these: ordinances were given, at the
word of the Lord Jeremish commanded-the Recha.bmtes, who
were temporrarily in Jerusalem because of the invaders (verse
11), to gather in the precinets of thé temple in the- quarters
assigned” o one -of the ‘prophets. 'I-Ie placed wine and cups
before them. The test was open, before miany witniesses
(1 Tim. 6:12); it was fair; it was severe'(Dan. 1: 8) “but above
all, it was by Divine appointment (Gén. 22:1)..

The Triumph: verses 6-11.

It ‘should be remembered ithat. the. Lou'd did not command
the Rechabites to drink wine; if so, not to drink would have

been. disobedience oni their.part (1 Kings 18:7-26). The Lord

told J eremniah to igive them wine o drink, or, in other words,
to set wine before them. Jeremiah did so, then, seemmgly
on his owm-account added the invitation for them to drink.
-One mighit compare the scene in' the Garden of Eden, when
‘the Lord placed Adam in the garden where grew the tree
of the kniowledge of good and evil (Gen, 2:9,- 15), or when
Christ was led of the Spirit into the wilderness to'be tempted
of Satan (Matt.-4:1). In each case the Lord ordained _the
sestt'mlg tto test His own, but /He never tempts any man to do.

God tests a man to' make him stand, lbut Satan tempts
a man to fake him fall (James 1:2-14).

““The Rechabites rentained It;rue, ﬂhey frefu.sed o partake of -
the strong. drink. They witnessed before all to their com-
plete and continual adherence o' the three ordinances laid
down ' by their forefather Jonadab (Luke:  18:21; 2 Tim.
3:14, 15); they had not tasted -wine; 'Uhe'y had not pos-
sessed weallﬂh or property; they had dwelt in tentts, " They
explained "in -a satisfactory, manher “theft seemmg lack of
compliance to the last command: they were so;ourmng tem-
_ porarily in Jerusalem because of the enémy. mvasmns

T III The Teaching: verses 12-14. o

" The" Lord -directed this mscldenlt to-be an object lesson to" -
Hus fwaywa!'d ‘people.’ The obedience of the Rechabites to their
human fathers was in sbriking conltrdst to the disobedience of
the.children of Israel” toward their Divine Father (Psa. 78:
- 34-37;, Mal. 1:6)..~Jonadab had utbered his commands' but
,once,- 8o far as our records show; but Jehovah “through His
'prophets had- exhorted His' people times without number
(2 ‘Chron: 36:15; Prov. 1:24; Isa. 65:12; Jer. T: 18- 15 25:3-9).

-r Blessing: follo'ws obedienice, but, dhla;s'bxsement is-the result -
~of disobedience (Deut. 28: 1-3 15).. God promised that there
.would always be a repre'sen'tatlve Of-this clan.to worship Him .
(verse  19), They returned from the- ca'pbl'vxlty, and traces
of this tribe have been found in Arabia. - )

he abstinence of the Rechabites should be mted as an ex-
ample forall to follow, all people at all timiés and in oll places
(Isa. 5:22; Matt, 24:49; Luke 21:34; Rom. "13:13; Eph. 5 18).
“Wine is "a mocker and a- decewer (Prov. 20: 1 28:20-32).
‘Teachers. should emphasize the evils of mtempemnce and
* urge the mecessity of temperance in afll things. <

~ - Daily Bible Readings ’ ) i
June 20—Temperance Enjoined upon Youth ... Prov. 19:23-29 -
June. 21—Temperance Enjoined upon All Prov.-23:1-12
June 22—Temperance Enjoined in Eating ....... Prov. 25:1-16
. June 23—Temperance Enjoined upon Leaders ...... Prov. 81:1-9
June 24—-Te'mpe-ran|ce EnJome'd wpon Merry'mwake'? 5:11.17

sa.
-June 25——Temperan'ce Enjoined u'pon Olm‘s‘hans Rom, 14:1-23
. June 26—Temperance in the Model Walk ....... A Thess, 5 1.9

Suggested Hymns

\s{;:gldnot brbo temptatronﬁ
ing by a purpose firm.
~  Christian, dost thou see them?
Firmly stand for God.
When we walk with the Lord,
There's a roynal banner -gnven for dxlplay

v
-~
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For Younger iﬁe‘aders ,
'RESISTING TEMPTATION :

Thou God Seest Me— : -

“I'll. pay him back; see if I don’t!” said Jim, picking
himself up from ‘the ice, and scowling at Ned, who had

hit him’ as he skated by..Ned did not mea.n it; but it was

a hard knock.

“Ah, Jim!” said good oldu farmer Hayes, “don’t hiit him
here, wait till you find a safer place.”

“What place? — where, where ?” asked Jamie.

“A place where God is not,” said the farmer.

Ah! if we should never tell a lie, or steal, or do any-
thing wrong, till we find a pla.ce where God is mot, how
‘this would help us to resist temptation!

The Bible Lamp—

'Harry was sent on an errand one evenmg fin.the winter
time. After 'giving him his messgage, his mother said,
“Be sure and take the lantern with you, Harry.”
“What do I want with a lantern?” said Harry “1
know ‘the way well enough.
lantern, ' 4
.- Very soon, iin crossing the road, he stumbled into a
* hole and hurt his leg, besides covering his clothes with
mud. On his way back he forgot that the fence was
broken down near the edge of a ravine; and as he was
groping his way along, he fell over the bank to the bot-
tom of the ravine. , He did not break his limbs, as he

. might have done; and he.succeeded in getting out, but
returned home covered with mud and lbrulses
tern would have saved him from all this.

“David,

”  So he went without the " :
- .of this thirty-six page booklet, we are sure that Dr. Hilt

The lan-

And the Bible is-just like a lantern. Thy word,” said
Let us take it with us wherever
we go. It will keep us from falling into many a horrible
pit, and from getting many a painful wound.

. —The Light of the World.

NEWS OF QUEBEC 1955 .

Each year PDr. A. C. Hill of the Christian Brethren
Assembly in Sherbrooke prepares this intensely interest-
ing review of the work of French evangelhzastmn in the
province of Quebec. Although it deals for the most part
with Dr.. Hill’s own group, it nevertheless does' give one
an’ intimate glimpse of this difficult pioneer-field. A
startling list- of figures. is presented on page 84. There
the editor lists the number of’ evangelical workers per
100,000 people in various parts of the world. The list
reads.as follows: = -

Rhodesias, 20; Cornigo, 6 Angola, 4.5; Chma (lbefore

war) 1.5; Qudbec,“l 2 ¢

If any readers of THE GOSPEL WITNESS des'n-e a copy

wou'ld be pleased- to send you one. His address is Dr.
A. C. Hill, 8309 Dufferin Ave., Sherbrooke, Quebec. Al- )
thoug‘h the booklets are free of charge, 'we ‘suggest that

.you send a wmall offering to defray tthe printing - costs.

In this life repentance is mever too Jate. On the other
hand, it is never too soon.. It fis also to be remembered
that God, who will accept late repentance, may never

"give it.—SPURGEON y

“is @ lamp unto my feet, and a light unfo my =
-path” (Psalm 119:105).

a mwwgmﬂm%mf

Every emmgelwal &hould prayerﬁully read thls great

message! ! T

cT-" PSR In this day when worldliness has captured the modernist
Q I’IE %DR”II 5 churches. and seeks to ally itself with evangelism in funda-
) A " mentalist circles; this message by Archibald Brown sounds
' ; : _ - as a trumpet call from heaven: Convincingly. it -answers the.
” o " question of whether the ‘ghurch s task is en'I'er’ralnmeni' evan- -
—ra . h - gelization ér a combination of these. .
iﬁI lgglg H ﬁf THE AUTHOR: Archibald Brown was the student and 1
‘ & . illustrious: contemporary of C. H. Spurgeon. He -and .
. : - Spurgeon were.the grea+ Baptist preachers of Meiropollfam
) _ : London. o
Dmusement.
16--pa.ge$‘—att1'active.covef ‘ ..................................................
. 6 cents each Order from: .THE GOSPEL WITNESS,
25 cents per six ° ' - 130 Gerrard St. E., Toronto 2.
.50 cenis per dozen .
$4 00 per hundfed ...............................I...................
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