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’Do'es the‘_Cana-diéh:CouhciI of Churches Be'lie\/-e-This?

Tradltlonallstlc Orthodoxy Has to Be Challenged
Fought and Slain” —Dr. Ferre -

‘HENEVER 2a chnurch a clrub or any soc1e1;y sponsors
'Y a speaker one assumes that the. position of the
eaker is acceptable to the group unless an announce-
ment to the confrary is made. For instance one political
party does not invite the leader of another party to de-
liver & speech to party members. More important still,
no true Christian. ¢hurch -will play religion and ask a
Hindu to address a conference on evangelism. We have
stated and still stafe that the Canadian Council of
Churches.has sponsored a man whose teachings are anti-
Christian and this Councll has appare'nt‘ly endorsed these
essential tenets.
In reading Dr. Ferré&’s book, “The Sun and the Um-
. brella” (published by ﬁarper & Brothers, New York) we
found that Dr. Ferré is very candid in his attitude toward
historic ‘Christianity. . He declares ﬂhlwt “traditionalistic
_orthodoxzy (by which he means ‘historic Ohnstlamty) has
to"be challenged, fought and slam " ‘That gurely, is plain
language that ought to leave no one in doubt as to what
Dr. Ferré thinks about the gospel. -That gospel which

- would exalt Christ an'd honour His Word should be slain!

.- Before God, we declare that we have not misrepresented
" his position. Yet the Canadian Council of Churches
which should be the representative and defender of his-

toric. Christianity or “traditionalistic orthodoxy” actu-a-lly-

sponsors this would-be assassin of lbhe gospel! It is as
though some father 'gave shelter- fbe'nea'ﬂh “his roof to omne
who had expressed his détermination to murder the son
- of the household. If such were allowed, one could rightly
. assyme that the father had very- little.love for his son,

I’1“he iCanadian, Council of Churches is apparently .more
interested in bemg consndjere'd “mte‘llectual” and “broad-
minded” than it is in being a trustee of the gospel of
‘Christ. . If we were a member -of one of the denomina-
" tions which compose that Council ‘'we would seriously
.ponder our assomaﬁfmns and not allow anyone to justify
such treachery.

~ v

alienate Christians ‘in the process.

Dr. Ferré is-franker than 'hls_ iCanadian sponsors- for
he, quite bluntly, declares that he is op-posed to the gospel.
One could wish that he would.-be honest enough to propa-
gate his message under a new name and other auspices
than “Christian”. Apparent‘ly Dr. Ferré too realizes that
there is a problem in_this direction for he debates the
question on page 79 of his book, The Sun and The Um-
brella. The conclusion which he reaches is that one must
be cautious in adwvocating this new !teasdhmlg Jest ome
As soon as we read
this section of his book we thought of Quisling. There is
nothing so contemptible as the -sight of those who do
not believe one word of the gospel who have the audacity
to remain in churches and institutions which were
founded by men and-women who were ‘people of the Book
Any honourable person will withdraw from a church with
whose basic tenets he is in disagreement. These “liberal”
gentlemen today are to be dls'tm'gms'hed by then' -heresy
rather than by honour.

‘We will pass on 10" our readers some more quota;tmns

from the pen of Dr. Ferré, -It is our intention to let one -

and all know the teaching which ‘s given shelter by the
‘Canadian ‘Council of Churches. All 6f the quotations
in this critical article are from The Sun and The Um-
brella, which is Ipﬁbhshedl by Harper & Brothers.

“The God of love needs no pla)caﬂung, no offering once.”
for all to satisfy Him.” (p, 31).

“To call Jesus God is | to suibsﬁbtu‘te an idol for Incarna- -

.tion; to call him iSaviour, in the ultimate sense, is to deny
that all salvation.comes from God our Saviour and- from
‘Him alone in order. that "God might be all in all.  Jesus
is saviour only by -virtue of the fact-that God was in-him
reconciling the world to Himself, a saviourhood in which
we must all participate in order to be saved.” (p. 35).

“The use of the Bible as the final’ authority. for Chris-
tian truth is idolatry. Actually it has- become a very
thick and formidable Umbrella to hide the Sum.” (p: 89).

’ “It is easy for -a critical historian, for ingtance, to ex-
. plain why the Bible clmms that a nine mon!ﬁhs’ pregnant

-

~
.
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woman, “an espoused wife,” should be taken for a needless

hazardous journey, as soon as he knows tthat the purpose - . ‘
of the writer was to prove that Jesus was born at Bethle- . h . ]ﬁﬂ

hem. It séems enrui?;ly likely that Jesus -was born in ; @ 2 @ugpg ‘I’ Itntﬁs
Nazareth, where he lived; but. Scripture had to be full-. am . .

filled!” (p. 41). - t h ’ :
“We can help God deliver the Bible from a cramped - y tm
orthodoxy by reshaping doctrines so as to make them . tﬂt?ﬁ ant CA o
consistent with the Light.” (p. 48). - : , e - .
“Unless the providencé of God shows another way, the D
Christian 'Church-has no significant future till it puts é,way FOUNDER AN?HF:::T”E;"._O:‘”S" T. T. Shields
traditionalistic orthodoxy to let the light of God’s love. o X
" shine firee and 'full for a world in need.” (p. 87). _ i ' . . .
“Jesus never was or bec:ame God.” (p. 11.2)- .. | Published every Thursday for the propagation of the
“‘Christ must very definitely and particularly be iden- Evangelical principles of the Protestant Reformation
tified g;lfh Jesus; but He must never be equated with him.” and in defence of the faith once delivered to the Saints,
(p. 118). c— : -
“Jesus was histo'x‘ical'ly but not eltema:lnly un'ique'." (p. $3.00 Por Yeor. Postpaid to any address. 10c¢ Per Singls Copy.
114). : : CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

“Jesus as God is a false offense both to Jews and to Dr. H. C, Slade, Pastor, Jarvis Street Baptist Church
right-thinking Genftilés.” (p. 114).

! ®
“The universal Church of the Living God will then have -
as its proud branch the Jewish Church of Christ, or.of the - . EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: -
Living God.” (p. 116). B " Leslie K. Tarr -
“If we are to obtain a religion for one world, a pre- |
requisite is that we understand what is best in each r6- ' . ASSOCIATE EDITORS: !
ligion, its fullest truth, and not only the actual failures -t Dr. C. D. Cole
- of the persons and people who practice it.” (p. 117). - Olive L. Clark, Ph.D. (Tor)
“W'h'zg:' a spi-ri-ltl:)ual p%?iplleédtoo' this-re‘l'i,g‘l;t;;:' (ie. Hlindiu- -$.S. Lessons and Exchanges
ism—Ed. G.W.) has produced, or, perhaps what a religion “ : 'e—Rom 1116,
a very spiritual people has pro;iucégﬁ' (p. 119). | am not ashamed, of the ”:P.l of Christ ] ans 1

“A learned s¢holar has suggested, producing some pos- - )
sible evidence, that Jesus may have come under the in- Address Correspondenge:

fluence of missionaries from India, as did perhaps the ] . THE -GOSPEL WITNESS

Essenes.” (p. 119). ‘
“As we move into the possible era of ‘one world’, mis- 130 Gerrard Street East, Toronto 2 - Canada

sionary activity may less and less become a one-way Telephone WAInut 1-7415
. street.” (p. 119). Registered Coble Address: Jarwitsem, Canade
- “Traditionalistic eschatology in Christianity, for in- . =
stance, fI?'I.s' cvdru_de and ri,r,n(rn-orlaé'12§11 comparison with eschatol- .
ogy in Hinduism ... p. .-
“When the evangel of God in Christ comes all that is THE GOSPEL W1 TNESS TO SOUTH AMERICA!
true in_Buddhism can become fulfilled. Then we shall In Iast week’s issue of THE GOSPEL WITNESS we printed

have an evangelism in a new dimension, one that pre- ) N .
supposes the development of a whole new yange and depth © & number of letters’ from our readers. One of them was

of theology within the Church of the Living God, The Irom Rev. John Savage, the general secretary of the
Buddhist religion wili contribute from among its wise and Evangelical Union of South America. In that letter he
ancient teachings to the new creative faith, thereby putting mentioned that he was sure the paper would prove to be a
us all in its debt.” (p. 125). - blessing to the missionaries of that society. One of the
:‘i“ﬁm al;’o find a :wal'g; 'mugsm%‘;‘hd;“’@et’i‘,msw- smudg ladies of Jarvis Street Church suggested to Dr, Slade that ' .
ealin ofheryreﬁm'(p. 12%‘;“ ' an; "€ ANC  perhaps the church might endeavour to send THE GOSPEL
“The evangelistic message that presupposes the accept- VWITNESS to these missionaries. This matter was men-
ance of Biblical thought forms. mﬁ) fail to reach them, in tioned at the Saturday night prayer meeting and the.
most instances, because they are too ply aware of the Sunday Services with the result that every member of the
g‘nulaheljf,el(’t 1{82538’# the Bible and too honest with the Evangelical Union of South America will receive copies.
- (P. 229). o ... The members of the church were eager to finance these
Any reader with even a small sense of discérnment will subseriptions for the 120 missionaries of the Union.
see that this teaching 'is ‘diametrically opposed to the - " WhyS$ Here?
gospel. It is “another gospel” and probably Dr. Ferré ' . y Stop ere
would be the first to admit this:fact. Why then does the Let South America be our continent! We would pro-
Canadian Council of Churches support such teaching? Pose to send THE.GOSPEL- WITNESS to as many mission-
We can only assume that the Council agrees with Dr. @ries as possible in South America. We are obtaining
Ferré who spoke to their Board of Christian Education lists of names of evangelicals who -serve_ﬁhe Lord in that
on the subject of evangelism! ‘Such teaching as Dr. Ferré needy continent. As our readers provide the finances,
propagates must be challenged, fought and slain by the We -.sh.a'l-l add these men and women of God to our sub- °
sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God! scription lists. We shall endeavour to send. this gospel — __
' —_— message ‘to every evangelical missionary. in South Am-
erica. Let our readers join with us in prayer that each
TIME AND ETERNITY - issue may come to them in the fulness of the blessing of
“The flowers fade, the heart withers, man grows old and the gospel of-Christ. .
dies, the world lies. down-in the sepulchre of ages; but . If you desire to have a part. in this project simply write
time writes no wrinkles on the brow of eternity. ue-and let us know how many subscriptions you will spon-
; —BISHOP HEBER.. sor (at $3.00 per year; $5.00 for two years).

Ve N
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The Divine Plan of Salvahon

A Sermon by Dr.T.T. Shields

7/

Preached in J arvis Street Baptist 'Church Toronto, Sunday Morning, October 25th, 1936

('Sbenographhcally Reported)

firstfraits of his ereatures.”—James 1:18.

WE FREQUENTLY speak of the gospel of Jesus

Christ as the “simple gospel” assuming it to be
very easily understood. And if that were true, one‘might
expect all to believe the same thing. But we find it very
difficult to" get people to understand the simple gospel.
The fact is, the gospel comes to us in a speech with which
we are not familiar. It speaks a language which natural
men do not understand. It brings us news of a world
which men by nature have never seen, and, therefore,
they have never explored. It is news of a fortune, news
written in a foreign language. , The gospel of Jesus Christ
is not discoverable, neither is it understandable by ordin-
ary rational processes. The gospel of Jesus Christ is a
revelation. It 9s unique. There is nothing else like it
anywhere. They waid .of the  Lord Jesus: “Never man
spake like this man.” And that was true; and we can say
that no other book speaks' like this Book. 1Tt comes to us
with a peculiar accent, and with a-message ithat ig in-
comparable. And because that is 5o, we need to state the
alphabet of the gospel over and over again.

Sometimes I wonder how many of the modern preach-

. ers have ever really heard the gospel, how many of them
know anyt'hii-n-g about it at all, for the reason that that
which is preached as the gospel in many instances has
no relation to the gospel of the New Testament at any
point. .

. I. \

Now here is a very brief text. I may call it simple,
and yet it is very profound too: “Of his own will begat
he us with the word of truth”. That_is how men are
saved. That, in a sentence, ‘to use a big word, is the
philosophy of salvation. © So then, let us hegin in this
simple faghion:
The power that brings it to pass, that really saves the
soul, and lifts it from the horrible pit to the heavenly
places, is not the will of man, but the will of God.

How difficult it is to get people to see that a man can
never be saved by his own resolution, by the strength of
his own will! Nor does he continue tin the way of life
by his own determination to live righteously. Whatever
salvation is, it begins and continues in ‘the will of God.
“Of his own will,” not of our wills, but “of his own will
begat he us with the word of truth”.

" Now it is by the will of God we are c‘hosen to be Chris-
tians. How wonderful that is! Suppose 1 had some valu-

able gift this morning, and I were looking over this

School to see whom I should give it. T select a little girl,
or a boy, yonder, and call him by name, and say: “Now,
I have something for you.” That is how sglvation begins,
only it is God Who makes the choice. He said ‘to His

ISALVATION RESIDES IN THE WILL OF GOD.

“Of his own will 'begat he us w1bh the word of truth, that we s-hould be a. kind of

/

disciples: “Ye have not chosen me; but I have chosen you,
and ordained you, that ye should go amd bring forth
fruit.” I wish all of you boys and girls could remember
thiat, that when one is saved, it is because God Himself
looks upon you and He says: “I am going to have that
boy. I am going to choose him to be Mine.” .The will to
salvation is not human: it is the will of our God, and so
He calls us. "And the power behind the call is the will
of God. Have you ever wondered, as you turned on the
dial of your radio, and you heard a voice, perhaps, from
beyond the scene thousands of miles away, and you sa
there, and you heard t‘lla't voice qulte distinetly? Have
you ever stopped to cofisider how it is that that voice is
carried all those thousands of mile5? No man could shout
loud enough 'to make himself heard over that distance.
How is it that that call comes and you heard it? Perhaps
it 9s spoken in London, or somewhere else thousands of
miles away. It 'is because behind the human voice there
is an electrical power that lays hold of that voice and
projects it through space, just as a great gun fires a
shot. The shot has no power in itself, but when that.
discharge, that high explosive is put behind it, it is dis-
charged, and sends that projectile through the air at
such a terrific speed that you cannot see it.. Now w’hen
a boy or girl is called it is not because the Sunday ScHool
teacher calls him, or the preacher calls him. But in
obedience to the word of God the teacher or preacher or
personal worker speaks a word and the power of the will
of 'God is behind that word, and he is called — and he
has to listen. .

And then when he is called, the power to respond is
supplied by the will of God. No one can ever respond
to the gospel call but by the power of the divine will.
That is how it was with Lazarus: Mary called him;
Martha called him, but Lazarus did not respond. But
when the Son of God said: “Lazarus, come forth!” sud-
denly he opened his eyes. He, respon-ded and he that was
dead came forth.

That is how people are saved. Tt is by the power of the
divine will. - ' _

And then the power to continue as a 'Christian is in the -
will of God. And when at last we get to heaven we shall
be there because God willed that we should be there. I
wish you could see that salvation is in the will of God.

When I had been preaching about a couple of years L.
got rich enough to buy a bicycle. That was a few years
ago. I was quite proud of it, and I have' a very vivid
recollection of spending a vacation on my bicycle, travel-
ling over pretty rough roads, and against head winds.
And the power to propel that thing was my own. And
sometimes it was.dbout all T could do to climb the hills,
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‘and make my way against the head wmdé " Ther-after a .
while — the bicycle perhaps could take us a little faster

than shanks’ ponies — but after a” while’ we got motor
cars, and we still have-to look after the car. We have
to start 'it, and steer it, and learn how to stop it. But I
confess that when I am sitting in my car, and ‘I know

. that I have at the back of the car a’ reservoir of power

that drives that engine, and ‘T am sitting” comfortably -
in that car, I feel pretty sorry - for some: poor fellow
‘peddling along on a bicycle. I sdy: “Iit fll utoo 'bad ‘that
he has to do-all that by himself.” ’ "

Well, there are some people who hope to g!eft to h'eaven
on a bicycle. T mean, they are just peddling.their way,
workm- all the time by the power of their own, and they
.do not get very far: “The chariots of God are twenty
- thousand, even thousands of angels”.” I love to know that
my salvation is assured to me by the operatlon of divine
power. And what is that power?’ The will of God. Where
can I see it illustrated? Oh, all about us. Do you. remem-
ber the Psalmist said: “I will lift up miné eyes unto the
hills, from whence cometh my lelp. My help:cometh from
the Lord,” — Who is the Lord? — “which made heaven
,and. eart.h »  And when ‘the Psalmist wanted help he
sald “I want a great Helper; I want a rhighty Helper,
One on Whom I can depend, an'd I can depend- on Him

- W'ho ‘made the heaven and the ea

. . WORD OF GOD.

~

“"Well I expect He can look after us, don’ft you think ?
“Of his own will begat he us,” the will that created a

',mymad worlds, the will that created this.planet. of ouTs, .
that is behind the seasons, that operates in all nature, '

the will of God that is the power by w’hwh-we are ‘saved.

N . - - to.

II.

“Then.i in the second place SALVATION IS EFFECTED ‘BY THE
“Of his own.will begat’ ‘he us ‘with the
word of truth,” What a significant statément that s,
that the word orf God is the word of truth, If you would _
know the truth about anything you must go, to the “Book..
I say the truth about anythmg T do not. believe anything
is true in any realm that is contrary to the Book. .First
of -all. we must get through the Word of God’ the truth '
" about ‘God Himself. I have known ‘some people to. be
rather disturbed when someone has said somethmg about
them which is not true. Well, do-hot-worry-about that,
dear friends, if it is not true. ‘The devil has lied about .
" God 'terrllbly He has misrepresented: God. He .is: the
- arch-deceiver, and men have believed what the ‘devil has .
said about God. Remember right in- the begmmng he
. came ‘to man and said: “God doth know that in-the day.
ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall fbe open'ed .and ye
shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.” Then the man
said, “If we eat of the fruit of ‘the tree we shall die.”
But the devil said: “Ch, no, you won’t. Do riot beliave-~
* that. You shall not die.” And he has..beén. lying-about

’

; r“God ever since,.until people do not know Who God is, or -

e you will never know ' what. God is lke.
. have thought of Him as 2 policeman with - a. club;- a8

w‘ha}t He is like. Until you come “to 'th'e word -of ‘truth

Same'tlmes “we

tho'ugh He were a Judge, just- wmrtmg to-have us 'broug<ht

. in before Him and sent off to prison. "Sometimes people
" .think of God as a Jailor, waiting' to ,put- them fin jail

behind iron bars. . Boys and' girls; and young men and
women say: “I do not want to be a Christian. . I do not
want to serve God. I don’t want to glve up -all my pleas-

ures, to live in a strait Jacket all my hfe i W‘ho made you"

<
-

*

believe that? The devil whispered a lie in your ear, and
gave you the idea that to serve' God would mean that you
would lose all the joys of life. .

If you want to know.Who ‘God is, and whalt He is like,
you must g6 to the- Bible. Anid that ‘is how God saves
us—by showing ws Who. He is, and what He is. His
disciples said once to Jesus: “Wie should like to know the

Father. We should like-to know what God is like. We -

have heard of Him, but we *have never seen Him. Will
you not. show us the.Father, and that will suffice us?”
Jesus said: “Have I been so long time with you, and yet
"hast thou.not known me? ..... He that hath een me bhath
.seen the Father. ‘That is qunbe ‘true. God iy like Jesus:.
Yes; and not only 80, but Jesus is'God. “The Word was

made flesh, and dweélt among us, (and we beheld his.

glory, th e glory as of. .ﬂhe only lbegotten of the Father,)
full of grace and tru

Now boys and gmls, 1f‘you wouljd like to know Who God
.is, and what God is like, you must think of Him as ydéu
see Him in-the Person of Jesus:(Christ. And you never_
heard of a child’s ‘being” afraid of the Lord Jesus. .
know when the mothers fbmug'hlt itheir. Tittle children to
Christ; the disciples did not: understand, and they said:
“No, no; take them away.” And Jesus heard them, and
he said: “You must not -do -that. Suffer little c'hlld:ren,
.and forbid them no‘t to come unto me: for of such s the
kingdom of heaven'" The mothers then broke through
the disciples, and brought rthel.r children to Jesus. And.
what did He do? - Did He look upon, them sternly, and
say, “Now, be' goold children” ? No; but I think with in-
finite tenderness He! gathered the children in His arms,
and T do not believe one-of: them cried. 1 am sure they
did not I-think they looked : up- into-His face with a smile.

. They were not afra1d of Jesus; And we need not be afraid

of God in the sense of fearmg that He will i injure us. He
comes to us in the Penson of J esus Christ, and when we

see God as Jesus revealed .Him, then we may fall in love -

with Him. He ﬂh-ow's, us tthe truth about Himself in
Jesus. . ’

‘And, He shows us the trurbh about ourselves too. And
that is important. If you. wa'n:t to know. what sort of boy

or girl; or man or woman you are, you must come to this

Word of truth "The. Blvble s ‘called a mirror, you know.
We are told that iwe can see ourselves in the Word of
God ‘There are some. glasses that.make your face look

~broad, and there are some that make your face look very

long, and then’ thetre .are; som¢ -cheéap mirrors that are
very wavy, and you do not kiiow what you look like when
you look into them. But-'when you look into the Bible
you see yourself as .you are, — -all the wrinkles, all the
frowns, everything there is -a‘bourt you the Bible will tell
. you. ‘It wilt tell you that you.have a very bad heart
““deceitful above all things”. It will tell you that you
have a faulty memory, that you easily. “forget God”. It
will tell you that your mind- is.against God, that you are
always p'lannmg things against 'God. Tt will tell you
' that your will:is shackled by the power of the devil, and
_ it will tell you that your conscjence is defiled. In-short,
" the Bible"will tell you that you are’ a prefty bad-lot.
‘And when we see hoiw biad: we’ are, thep we see that we
need Someone to make us good, and then God eomes to
our help. - The Bible: tells u$ the truth about ourselves,

and it tells us the truth, albou't salvatiori. It tells us that .

Jesus died instead. of us; ﬂha’t He bowed His head on

_Calvary’s cross o die for” us to Ibear our sins away. It

rl;ellvs us of the necesmty of our lbem'g born again, quick-
. . Tyo. R

. T
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ened by ithe duvme Spirit. Aan 80, 1't is the will of God
behind the Word of God, 'hh'a:t makes us Christians.

0L

AND THEN THE WORD OF 'GOD COMMUNICATES THE LIFE
OF GOp. When the soul is saved, a new life principle is
communiicated through the ‘Word. of God. “The words
that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.”

I cannot understand them, I'do. not know how . it was
that when Jesus said to* Dazarus, “Come forth!” that
somehow that_word of His garried life into that dead
body, so that Lazarus lived> - I-do not know how it was,

but I know '14: happened. I know it came to pass, and I -

cannot tell you how it is%that the word of God communi-
cates the life of ‘God to souls déad in: trespasses “and sins, -
‘but T know it does. . You-femember ‘the story in Ezekiel’s
prophecy when the prophét:was led out and saw a valley
full of dry bones. And he was told to prophesy unto the
‘bones. And the prop'het said: .“I prophesied to the bones. ”
What a job that was. Tihat s worse than preaching to
people who are asleep,-is it-not? There is a chance that

" you will.wake them up,.'but to prophesy to dry bones,

what 3ha'nce was ‘there ? " And rthen hesaid: “As’Tprophe-
sied, there was a noise, and belold a shaking, and the
bones came -wgeﬂher, bone ito his bone.. And when I be-
held, lo, thé sinews and‘the flesh came 'ufp upon them, and*.
the skin covered them above'! but ’ohe're was no breath
in them.” Then he was told. 'to prophesy to. the wind.

And he safid:,“I prophesied . .'and the breath came into
them, and they lived, and s'too'd up upon their feet, an

_ exceeding great army.”

No scientist in the worl-d can expla:m that.- No use to
try. Science eannot explain the new birth. Secience can-
not explain how the Word of God communicates. the life
of God to the soul — but it does.

Liet me tell you something : someone came ‘to me last
night, and -she waid, “I have been froubled.”
been a Roman Catholic, and she-said, “I was here Wed-
nesday night, and heard Dr:.-Kebdham preaoh and as he

She had .’

preached I'began to. see things, as I had not seen them
before, but T-was still troubled, and then I came Thurs-
day mgh!t ‘and I.heard Mr. Palmer preach. And suddenly .
somethmlg happened to me. T do not know what it was.
I could not explain it, but when you sang the last hymn,
and the people sang: ‘I'll never, no never, no, never for---
sake,’ I sang it, and I knew it was true. He had come
to me.” Is that what you call conversion? Why; yes.- Do
you not see it was the Word of God communicating the -
life of God to the soul. That is how it comes. -
How does it s'how itself? Well; first of all in repent-
ance. The man ‘says: “I am sorry. I am sorry for my
sing.” Or, the boy or girl says: “I wish I could live a’

_godly life. T hate my sin. T wish I had power to be free

from it.”” He does:not.know what is happening, that the
Spirit of God.has carried the truth.of God to his heart,
and made him desire to be a Christian. And then he looks
upon Jesus, and he says: “Oh, I know now what He is.

I can see it now, that He dned instead of me. I am so
glad that He died in my place.” And he does not know -
that that is the work of the Spirit of God in his heart, -
the new life God ras communicated expressing itself. And
then perha-ps"he prays at last: “God be merciful to me,
a sinner”. And he does not know that that is the cry
of the new born soul, the word of God teaching him to
agk for salvation. ‘Thlen ‘he comes to know that he has
passed from death unto life, and he knows that Jesu's-
Christ is his Saviour.

“Of his own will begat he us.” That is ‘how the miracle
happens. And then having saved us, He will keep us for
ever more. ' \ ! .

Let us pray;

.0 Lord, ‘we_thank Thee that-Thou dost come to us in the
power of. rbhe Holy Ghost. It may be there are some here
this morning in whose hearts Thou hast wrought by Thy
Spirit, and who have an earnest longing toward Thee, but as -
yet they do not know that that desire has been divinely im-
planted. We pray that such may be led this morning- to the
full assurance of, falﬁh ‘that many may go from this place
with a song of joy in their hearbs ;)ra.lsmg the Lord for His -
salvation.  We ask it in Jesus Christ’s name, Amen, .

. CANADA S SCHOOL

CHAPTER III

HE young institution looked: forward to years of use-
fulness in the service of the*Lord. In 1926 the need
for evangelical Baptist ministers .ttrained in a Baptlist
seminary was especially evident for Canadian regular
Baptists were confronted with a great challenge. Church
union of 1925 had seen the emergence of a great creed-

. less organization known as the United ‘Church of Canada,

which was definitely not an evangelical body. 'The presi-
dent of Toronto Baptist Seminary and the leaders of
the evangelical Baptist ranks were persuaded that the
hour for advance had come. In this great advance move-

Mmlen’r, only convinced Baptists could be used of God ito

establish New Testament ‘(or Baptist) churches. What-

.ever were the merits of the Bible School movement, it

did not (and does not). prov:de the necessary training
required by Baptist pastors.
solely by an evangelical, regular Baptist training school.

This emphiasis has not changed with the passing years.
We are Baptists because we are convinced that the his-
toric Baptist position is the ecriptural position. Then
we can be satisfied with nothmg short of that which has

-been divinely ovdajmed It is our desn'e to see thl»s festi-

’,

This. need could be met

OF THE PROPHETS -

mony extended from sea to sea and we know that. it will
be possx‘ble only_as the pastors are trained in a school
which ‘is -not ashamed to own the scriptural position.
Repeatedly the late president.emphasized the fact that the
Seminary was to be a Baptist school.

These early darys were exciting for all who lived dur-
mg them. -Pastors and students who trained in the Sem-
inary or weré associated with it felt the hand of.God

.upon the place and hence were bold to face the future with

a holy optimism. Problems were not absent but-the pre-

-vailing note was one of anticipated vietories for God.

As we trace the history of the Seminary from 1926
to the 'Second World War we must merely point out a~
few highlights. ‘We have dwelt at some leng'ﬁh on the
subject of the foundhn-g of the Seminary for it is of ut-
most importance that we understand the basis upon

-which it was built. That fbasxs has not changed ahd Hence

the history since is merely a commentary on the funda-
mental principle in actual operajtlon

Toronto Baptist Seminary is supported by God’s faith-
ful people and its securities are the faithful promises of
God. The responsibility for its support has from the

first rested upon Jarvis Street Baptist Church although': - -
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the Lord’s people everywhere have assisted by their gifts.

During the period 1926-1940 the financial burdens were.
- especially heéavy for the school was young and had yet

to commend itself to God’s people; then three years after
it opened the great depression came upon this land and
money was not plentiful. Despite these handicaps, how-
ever, the Seminary can testify that God was good and that
there was no lack. God’s work done in ‘God’s way can
never lack God’s blessing.

The students of the Seminary during this period under
discussion included many who had Jeft modernistic

_churches and who were Baptists by conviction. Theéy did

not enjoy the support of their home churehes but went
“without the camp” for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ.
In Toronto Baptist 'Semmary and Jarvis Street Baptist
Church they found a place where they could meet with

_those of kindred spirit.

During ‘the first five years *ﬂhe enro'ltmen't rose from
17 students in 1927 to 91 students 1n 1931. While num-
bers are not to be: despised, still the emphasus ‘must always
be a spiritual one. The Seminary then and now desires
to have men and women who are called of God.

One of the first graduates of the sdhool was Harold
Curtis Slade who is now the pastor of Jarvis Street Bap-
tist ‘Church and president of the institution in which he
was ‘trained. Another graduate of these first years was

-John Knight who still. labours for Christ in Jamaica.
Others serve as Baptist pastors on this continent and as

missionaries on the distant fields of the world.

The faculty throughout the years has been composed of
Baptist pastors and teachers. The majority have been
active or retired pastors who. were not mere theorists
confined to ah ivory tower. One of the permanert teach-
ers for twenty-six years has been Dr. O. L. Clark who
is also an Associate Editor of THE GOSPEL, WITNESS. In
1930 the president of the Séminary proudly announced in

. the pages of THE GOSPEL WITNESS that Miss Clark that

yeéar had therhonour of being the first person in the
long history of the University of Toronto to receive the
degree of Doctor of Philosophy in the. classics. ‘Scores
of students over the years have passed- through~the
Semm'ary and have received blessing thwough 'he'r teach-
ing and testimony.

While the Seminary ‘is profoundly grateful to its de-
voted teachers and students, still it derived its ‘distinctive
character from its founder and pre&udlenrt 'This was
illustrated in an incident which occurred recently when
one of the students was engaged in visitation work in

Owen Sound. He knocked at the door and introduced

himself as “a student of Toronto Baptist Seminary”.
“Oh,” said the lady of the house, “Dr. Shields”. “No,”
he replied, “I am only a student!”
founldly grateful to God on every remembrance of its
founder, first président and architect.

His influence on the students was great. Often he

- would urge them to be .themselves and to copy no man

but their contaet with such a giant was bound to influ-
ence and make an impression on their future minfistries.
He was truly the students’ friend and was vitally inter-
ested in their welfare. He was persuaded ithat the Sem-
inary should ¢harge no tuition fees for he did not want
a future pastor to be deprived of such an education sim-
ply- because he did not have much of this world’s goods.
This-is still the policy so that a student may acquire a

first class training wi?tho_ﬁt paying one penny for tuition. '
_ From the time of the depression there comes a touching

’ : ~

The school is pro--

“human interest” story concerning “the Doctor’s” con-
cern for his students. He had observed that some of
these deserving young men and women did not have
enough money with which to buy necessary food. He,
therefore, proposed that a dining room be established

- and operated for these young prophets whom he described

“the finest company of studenfts to be found anywhere
on the continent.”

In THE GOSPEL WITNESS of- December 10, 1931, the
Editor was pleased to announce that his proposal had met
with a good response anld- uthaJt the dlmmng room was in

. operation:

“Our readers will be interested in hearing of one new
venture which is scancely two weeks old. The Seminary
has no dormitory, and fhuthemto has had no dining room.

The students live in roommg ' houses. A few of them

get board also where they room, but most of them have
been doing itheir_own housekeeping. We have feared for
their health on this account, partly because we feared
some of them had not the necessary funds.to provide
themselves with proper food; and further, even if they

“had, would not be likely to take the time necessary to

prepare proper meals. -
“We began last week, however, having them altogether

_at one o'clock. A fine, full, nourishing, mea! iz served

at that hour. The young ladies who are free from class
work from twelve-to one assist in spreading the table,
and following ithe meal the dishes are washed by ‘some
of the students, and others are engaged.in preparing the
vegetables for the next day. Two splendid people, mem-
bers of Jarvis Street Church, Mr. and Mrs. Cullington,
have charge of the work of getting -the meals, and an-
other of our Jarvis Street members, Miss Mildred Brown-
low, ‘does all the purchasing. Some of the gtudents are
able to pay for their meals, some are able to pay only a
little. The rest of us, who occasionally eat at festaurants,

"now eat with the students and put what we were charged

into a box. ﬂfn ithiis way the cost of ﬂhe meal is reduced
to a minimum.”

‘This dining room Iha-s been in operation ever since 1931.
It is truly a vital part of the ‘Seminary training for in
addition to being a rplace of nourishment it has been the
scene of many 'happy times of fellowship for students,
faculty and friends. The graduates recall, too, many dis-
cussions which shanpene'd 't'helr wits and refreshed their
souls!

Lest some of our readers should gain the impression
that the Seminary is a place of fellowship for idle theor-
ists, let us hasten to add that there is a practical em-
phasis. 'One of the features of the early days was the stu-
dent - evangellsitxc band, which visited many of the
churches in -the Union of Regular Baptists. Durmg the
regular school term the students preached, vrsxted taught
Sunday School, 'did personal work and engaged in other.
departments of the Lord’s work. .In the summer montha
the men served as pastors and the ladies engaged 'in
children’s work. Throughout the ‘Seminary course they

-were reminded that the grand aim of the course was that

they should be real ambassadors of Jesus Chnist who
would- beseech men to be reconciled to iGod. Only eternity
will reveal the number of souls that were won" through
these labours.

The Seminary wonked closely wwh the Union of Regu-
lar Baptistss and the minutes of that body reveal its
appreciation of thé school and its president. To Tor-
onto- Baptist Seminary the Union looked for its pioneer

L~
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workers.
and graduates, older churches were strengthened and
French testimonies were established in Quebec and north-
ern Ontario.

With the outbreak of the Second World War- the Sem-
inary determined to close its doors until after the war
was, over. Most of the students had heeded the call of
king and country so for three years no classes were held.

We might sum up this period by quoting from the
president’s message which was given .to the graduating
class of 1987:— . \

“Jarvis Street Church exercises a manifold ministry,

" but I believe no part of the work is of greater importance

than her share of the maintenance and administration of
the work of the Seminary. '

“The Seminary was not definitely planned. It grew
spontaneously — or shall I rather say, by ‘divine im-

. plantation — out of sheer necessity. I believe God has

given us intelligence that we may not be as the horse
or the mule “which have' no understanding”, to enable
us to be led of the Spirit by some other means than by
bit and bridle ; and being given “an understanding of the
times to know what. Israel ought to do” at that particular

- time, a few of us brought the ‘Seminary into being. Its

subsequéent record, I believe, has established, beyond dis-
pute, that from its beginning until now it has 'en'joye'd

" the 'divine favour.”

FROM ONE DAY’S MAIL
FPYHE mailman is a welcome visitor each day at THE
GosPEL WITNESS office. He brings us other maga-

" zines, newspapers, bills, and of course the letters from

our readers. These letters are not always commendatory

but_edch “is welcomed. Indeed if we receive some ‘that -

are critical, we have the satisfaction of knowing that
some article in The Witness was provocative enough to
arouse a reaction. )

Here .are four letters that the Editor received today
(Tuesday). Three are appretiative of the ministry of

- this paper while one (that from Saskatchewan) is eritical.
From Ontario . ..

Dear Mr. Taxr: 7

The Lord has laid it on my heart to write you a letter.
I’'m not very good at composing a letter but will do the
best I can. . .

First of all, I want you to know, I'm only a sinner,
saved by grace. T love the Lord with all my heart, and
thank Him for the blood that was shed for my sin, so I
could know Him as méogemonwl ‘Saviour. en I look
around and see how is left out of everything, it
makes me love Him more and more.

My husband and I go to a Church,
and he teaches a young men’s class and T have a younger
boys’ clags. We both love the Lord dearly and try so hard
with God% help to get the gospel over to them. Our
church is lowering the standard so fast lately, that my

husband and I are so burdened we ‘hardly know what is .

best for us to do. I had two copies of “The Gospel Witness”
given to me and how we did enjoy the reading. God is
certainly upheld in your paper and He is given all the
glory in every chapter. It bréaks my heart when I see the
ilms cominig inbo our churches and taking the place of
the precious word of God. We are few in number at cur
church that really want to stand firm for Christ. We have
prayed that God wiil lead us, and if it is His will for us
to come out from among them, :

! T want to subscribe to “The Gospel Witness”, and I
will send the $3.00 on June 15th. T have another dear
friend that goes to our church, and she is burdened too,
80 I’ll pass the:copies alan.%‘ to her. .

I trust that the Lord will abundantiy bless you and your

New churches werée established by students, .

“years.

fellow IChristians, and along with your prayers, our prayer
shall be, that we will be found faithful unto Him who .,
doved us, and gave Himself for us.
Yours in Christian love,

From Saskatchewan . . .
Dear Sir: .

Your intolerance astonishes me. I do not know who
Dr. Nels Ferre is or what he preaches but your quotations
of him suit me. What you fundamentalists have spun to-
gether in your wrangling about Jesus and Christianity

- may not be entirely true. It is what you believe. That a
religious genius born' at an appropriate time astrologically,
received the Holy Ghost at his baptism, was able to per-

" form certain little uhderstood feats of Nature or God, kept
that power for 3 years and then had it removed at his
so-called death and Resurrection may be true enough. But
the acretions of theology and schemes have so covered up

- the basic truth that you can now ask “Who is on the side
of the Lord”! Your infallibility fis ‘as great as that of the
Pope at Rome! ‘All that theology wand s6 little works.
Oh yes you will s the hat around to feed ithe Church
but the individual beggar is interned on a vagrancy charge!
What is the angument? Dr. Ferre is reasonable; you com-
pletely drrational! No doubt you will believe as you wish
and condemn every rational argument. Let's have some
more of Dr. Nels Ferre! ] :

How could you prove that Jesus died on a Cross in about
6 or 8 hours ? Because the-fallible bible says 80! Suspended
animation and death cannot be distinguished today one
from the other let alone then. But it was no spi‘;'i-tua-l
triick! try it! Suspended animation is an art, under ‘those
circumstances a miracle. ) ..

Yours sincerely, ?

From Ontario . . . :
London, Ont.
Dear Sir: . - .
Re page 3—2 June, 1956, issue.
Your battle against Modernism and Romanism deserves
%l}ieﬂfull support of all who believe the teachings of our
le. -
/May you be given the strength and determination to
continue the warfare waged by the late Dr. Shields.
The enclosed may be used in the work of “The Gospel
Witness” in any way you see fit. ¢
Yours sincerely, -

Editor’s Note: EmlM was a cheque for $100.00!

From Alberta . . .

Dear Ones in Jesus,

I read with praise to God and happy satisfaction the
article by Bro. A. Brown, eutitled ‘“The Devil’s Mission
of Amusement”, — and I am writing as one who says yes
a thousand times to have it printed in pamphlet form,
as I could distribute some. However, I am enclosing $1.00
toward expenses. Wish it were a hundred, but I am a
widow on a pension. However, through prayer we \can
reach the Store of hoarded gold and free it for the Lord.

God bless you all, Church, Pastor, Gospel Witness, and
all your activities, in the work of the Lord is my prayer..

Your sister in Him, s

STUDENTS FOR THE SEMINARY

In three and one-half months 'the school term will begin
in Toronto Baptist Seminary. "Already we have had more
applications for admission than have come in during past
The trustees, the faculty and the present student
body are eagerly anticipating another year of blessing.

If these words come to the attention of some young man
or woman who feels called to full-time service, we would
urge them to write the Secretary, 837 Jarvis Street,
Toronto 2. Let 4ll our readers speak to prospective stu-
'dents about this “School of the Prophets” and let all pray
tthe blessing of the Lord upon its Tabours, )
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.. A TWO-EDGED SWORD..

By the Late Rey. Henry S. Curr, Former Pnncxpal All Nations Bible College, London, England

. HIS famous :mven*tory of the nsplnlbual equipment

with which the good soldier of Jesus Christ must be
supplied, the Apostle Paul mentions the sword of the

' Smnt which is the Word.of God (Eph.. '6:17). He was

a prisoner at Rome when he dictated the passage in
question, and although he was permitted to dwell in his
jown hired house, we learn from Acts 28:30, he was prob-
ably chained to @ Roman soldler fbx day and night. "Paul
was a veritable prince of “mixeérs”
that colloquialism, and he was interested in everything
human. - In these circumstances-he would inevitably

. familiarize himself with the various accoutrements com-

prised in' the uniform of the legionaries who took turns
in- acting.as his warder. That makes it certain that the
‘sword to which he refers here was 'the somewhat small
It- was more like
a large dagger than a sword, if the term be understood,
as in modern days, or a sabre, or claymore, or broad-
sword. Ihdeed the sword of .the -Roman soldier was
about the size of a modern bayonet but very differently
:slla'pedJ Tt wasw like a -tonlgue in. appéarance being broad-
est at the centre. That gives péint to that perplexing de-
tail in.the vision of the Risen and Glorified Christ which
John saw 4n the isle that is called Patmos. Many read-
ers of that ineffable record must have been puzzed by
ithe reference to a sharp ‘two-edged sword proceeding out
of the mouth of the Son of Man, but the difficulty dis-
appears when we remember that the sword thus men-
tioned was of the pattern carried by the Roman infantry
in that day. It was a very formidable weapon, and it

.has been said when its use was discontinued the Roman

soldiers ceased to give such & good account of themselves
(One explanation of its effec-
Jtiveness was the fact that it was double-edged). - There
was no back, and the result was that the weapon became
much more light and flexible. Tt could do terrible damagk,
as & passage in the Epistle to the Hebrews reminds us,
whére the Scnpbures are compared to a two-edged sword
sharper and more piercing than any ever carried by the
Roman soldiery.

- (Mhis comparison of the Bible to.a two-edged sword is

full of interest and instruction. It ‘emphasizes in a very -
. forcible way aspects of God’s Word which constitutes it

a two-edged sword, a very formidable weapon indeed. We
may begin with the most obvious of thege. The Bible may
truly be described as a two-edged sword in virtue of the
fact that it comiprises Yoth the Old and the New Testa-
ment. Tt would be immeasurably impoverished if either
of these were absent. That statement needs no proof
as far as the New Testament s coricerned, but it may

. call for Some comment when the. Old Testament is taken
" into_consideratior.

_ Without the latter the Bible' would
cease to be a two-edged sword with.all that such an
observation implies. Tt is true ‘that, without the New

_ Testament, the old Testament would not avail very much.

As it is, the Old Testament-is the Bible of Judaism. But
it i3 equally indubitable-that its combination with ‘the
Néw Testament makes the Bible to be what it is. It.re-
“The union of hydro-
gen and oxygen in certain-proportions produces water.

" Oxygen is a very useful substance But in combination
with hydrogen jt forms part of’a product.which is ten

in the best sense of

thousand’ 't1mes\more beneficial ‘and necessary. In the
same way it may be said withthe deepest reverence that

. June 9,955 _

the union of the Old and New Testaments in one volume .

achieves results. which would 'be 1m-possﬂb1e to elﬁher in
isolation. ! -

In justification of s'uch a dmng, it can be urged that

the Old Testament was the Bible' of our Lord and His - -

Apostles. Indeed when Paul refers to the sword of the

Spirit the phrase would probably be understood by the -

Ephesian disciples “for whom ‘it was originally intended
ag the Old Testament. That observation might require
some measure of qualification, but it is substantially

. correct.- Lest it might' seem that an extravagant claim

is being made .for the ‘Old Téstamenit, recourse may be

“haq to the suggestive symbol of the two-edged sword. It

was capable of slagshing and wounding on both sides, if
the two did not usually operate together. There were not

two swords, but one with two edges. In the same fashion + !

there fis -but one Bible with- two parts so that it can be

used like thit. flaming sword which kept the gates: of - N

Eden after the expulsion of our first parents by reason
of disobedience. Of it we read that it turned every way.
That would only have beerf possilble if it were doubledged.

The measure of these arguments will be apprehended
more clearly if we think of the supreme use to which the
two-edged sword of the Spirit can be put. That surely is

the cutting of the ! yonds and: bands whereby men are held - °

in slavery to the “world, the flesh and the devil. How.
many have been saved by discourse based on Old Testa-
ment texts, of whom Charles Haddon Spurgeon was one.

As a youth he heard a simple sermon by -an obscure lay: -
man on the words of Isaiah, “Look unto me and be ye -

saved” (14:22). The "words proved to be the veritahle

sword of the Spirit for they were the means of liberating -

the lad from spiritual-bondage. The reference of the

Ethiiopian eunuch as he read another part of Isaiah also

recurs to the mind in illustration of this contention, “And
the eunuch answered Philip and said, I pray 'thee, of

whom speaketh-the prophet this? of himself or of some .~
opened his mouth,-and began at -

the same scrlpture, and preached unto him Jesus” (Acts o
-8:34-85). )

other man? Then. Philip

There are other senses in which the Bible may-be liken-
ed to a two-edged sword. Thus it abounds both in the
theory and.practice of discipleship.- On ‘the one hand its
pages contain many precepts and principles which deal
with every phase of “piety and on the other there are
numerous stories of God’s domgs and dealings. Both the
0ld and New Testaments commence with a series of nars,

ratives designed ito llustrate and -exemplify the acts of .

God. .In the case of the former these cover an enormous
tract- of time for they begin with the narrative of the
Creation. As for the New Testament, the historical sec-
tion only deals with a comparatively few years, the pub-
lic life and: work of our Lord, and.'the lbegmnmgs of the
‘Christian Church. These are followed by a series of books
which explain ‘God's ways and means of glorifying Him:
self in ithe earth. In the Old Testament these comprise
‘the poetlcal and prap’hetlcal books while this element of

'mterpreba*tlon is provided in 't'he New Testament by the

various epxsrtles and tthe Book'of Revelation.

.-l_~
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It is noteworthy that.in both instances the space de-
~voted to the actual oult-wor‘kmg of Divine truth in human
" life surpasses that which is occupied with the meaning
and ttheory of what has first been recorded. In addition
it may be remarked that the practical precedes the
thebreftlcal in both the Old and New—Festaments. These
distinctions are of a somewhat fluid nature since there is
a good: 'deal of teaching in the narrative portions, but in
the main, it fairly represents the facts. The Bible is
more concerned with the facts of experience than with
their meaning, although-the latter fis not meglected or
minimized by any mannér of means. The facts speak of
themselves. Like actions they speak louder than words,

. but some interpretation is often needed that we may get

"alf that we might out of their message. But the Biblical
emphagis is the tiue one, and so’is its order. We live
before we theorize, just as a child talks: before it knows

anyvt'hmvg of a grammar. In hfe it s an almost universal

experlence that the meéaning of events is only rpercelved
in retrospect. Tt is as-we look back that we perceive so
.clearly that history is.indéed His story. . -

The union of prac'tmce and 'th'eory in the Bible may also

be said to make it a sharp two-'etdge'd sword. If it were-

-only ‘concerned with: the procession of events, it might
leave the ‘minds and hearts  of men mystified, or even
misled. Again, if it were solely devoted it6 abstract teach-
.ing regarding God, divorced from all experience and
practice, it would: be little Better than the sacred books
of other religions. "But in the combination of theory and
practice there is begotten a power which is irrestible.
Some profound words of Luther throw light upon it. He
used to say that the word thunders when the }ife lightens.
‘That applied, in ‘the first instance, to the preachm-g of
the-Gospel. ~ Unless tthe man- of 'God manifests in his life

the glory and beauty of the faith which he professes, he -

will be no better than sounding brass or a clanging cym-
bal. The words are equally applicable to the relation
‘which .exists between God’s works and words, if it may
be so stated with the déepest humility. One of many
reasons why His Word is so mighty, is that it harmomzes
perfectly with His ways and works. There is no dis-
crepancy between them. God is always as good as His
wox‘dj_v-a'n‘d better. - The Bible shows that agreement again
and again, and for that reason it is a blade to. which we
may apply with infinitely greater reason the tribute
which David paid o the sword of Goliath when he de:
clared 'that there was none like it. Ibs history and its
theology always make one music unlike 8o many model
systems which méke shipwreck on the stern and stub-

Jborn facts of life as weknow it here on earth.

The marvellous blending of judgment and mercy in
the books of the Bible is surely another reason why it
may worthily be described as a two-edged sword. Either
of these qualities in isolation is possessed of great power.
We ‘do not hear very much about the ferror of the Lord

in these days despite the great war which is af present '
raging, and all the grim consequences which it must en- .

tail. Stress is rather laid on the more attractive aspects
of the Divine perfections, and that is as it should be.
But it is unwise to forget the sterner side of God’s gov-
ernment. That phase of Nature is ever with us, There
are few things that we kgow so km'dlly as Nature as &

- multitude of its ordinances and provisions will- prove.

That is only what we- mlght expecvt when we 'think of the
good ‘God who- made all things, and . pres'erves them 4n
But ‘11: s also true that

. (%)

..

Nature can be very terrible as in the retribution which
follows - a “serious infringement of its laws, even .when
that is the result of ignorance or thoug'hltlessness rather
than malice. In the same way God still metes out justice
in a fashion which should make 'the evildoer think twice
before he persists in pursuing his foolish paths, if he
‘has eyes to see, and a heart to understand. He still visits
the 1mqu1t1es of the fathers upon the children unto the
third apd fourth -generation, a Biblical doctrine which
science countersigns without qualification. ‘The Bible
tells men of these things, of God’s terrible acts in right-
eousness that they may repent, and-turn to Him, and live.

With equal fulness and: faithfulness Scripture has much
to say regarding the mercy and kindness of our Maker,
not merely His mercy, but His tender mercy, and not only
His kindness but His loving kindness. It has been well
said that there are passages in Holy Writ which are
sweeter than honey from the honeycomb. ” These are
not -confined: to the New Testament by any-manner of
means. ’I:thu-s it is from the Old Testament that we learn
how gracious God is and full of compassion, slow to anger,
and plenteous in mercy, a God who mot always chides,
neither will He keep His anger for ever. In.parenthesis,
it may be observed that these are wonderful teachings.
It is a ‘matter of common observation in daily life that

those who are slow to anger are notoriously us'l'ovsfjto re-
turn to a more equable frame of mind.

Slow fires are
hard to extinguish, unlike a sheaf of straw which goes
up 'in a blaze, and as quickly burns out.’ God is far
different. . He is slow to anger and quick to regain an
attitude of favour and .friendliness, Such truths appear
in all parts of the Bible. With mercy and with judg-
ment the Holy Spirit has woven that seamless fabric.

Either of these factors by itself is m'lg-h‘ty.
man despise the power of fear. (Charles II, of whom it
was said that he never said.a foolish thing and-never did
a wise one, once observed that the man who.boasted that
he never saw fear, had never tried to snuff a candle with
his fingers. Indeed fear is so strong ‘that only the love
of Christ can cast it out. Mercy is even more potent.
There is nothing so kingly as kindness: A soft answer
breaketh the bone. The goodness of 'God ever leads men

-to repentance. But ne€ither justice nor mercy alone can

accomplish what takes place when they’ are co-workers.

The Cross of Jesus is the proof. There,fs nothing so

terrible or so tender in all the universe. But we derive
all our information concerning ‘the 'Cross from the Bible.
If we can sing that Calvary is the trylstmg-place where
heaven’s love and heaven’s justice meet, it is only because
'ﬂhe Bible tells us so. This mingling and commingling of
severity and sweetness again entitles the Bible to be de-
scribed as a two-edged- sword, irresistible alike in ibs
persuasiveness and fits sternness, the one upho'l'dung and

.uplifting the other.

Again the sadness and gladn'e'ss of the Bxfble entitles it
to be described as a two-edged sword. It is at once the

most pessimistic and the most optimistic of books. No:

shadows are deeper than those -Wh-i-ch. fall ‘across many
‘sections of Scripture, and no lug"ht s brighter than that
which .“gilds the sacred page”.
lence enables it to wield a power before which the in-
fluence of all other books pales into insignificance. The
Bible alone holds up a mirror to life, notvas we should
like it to be, but as it really is.

-~

Let no .

This phase of its excel-.

One never lays .down .
Holy Scripture with-inward regrets at leaving such a .
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dream world as a novel may creste. On' the contrary,
as ita contents are read and read again, there Seems to be
nothing for it but to acknowledge that truth is stranger
than fiction. The sharp two- edged sword has pierced to
the very roots of things.

That is illustrated by famous texts which are in them-
selves two-edged swords. It is nof necessary to go any
further than the most familiar verse in the Bible, John
3:16, which Luther happily described as a little goapel.
What a marvellous blend of pathos and hope it is. It
tells us that God loved the world so ‘dearly that He did not
spare His only-begotten Son, but freely delivered Him
up for us al ‘that whosoever believeth in Him should

-not come into condemnation, but should pass from death

unto life for evermore. It is like nothing so much as a
piece of shot silk whose exquisite effects are produced
by weaving lighter and darker threads in. cross-wise
fashion. There is the sadness which arises from tthe
sacrifice of the 'Son, and the terrible fate of those who
refuse to accept Him as their ‘Saviour and Lord. There
is the gladness which streams from the reference to .a
love which passeth knowledge, and to a faith which is
the secret of everlasting life. There are heights of joy
and depths of despair which only the Bible itself can
describe. Its gloom and glory make the sentence a
double-edged weapon and all the better on 'that.account.

“The entire structure of the B1'b1e furnishes illustration
of this feature. At the expense of appearing to be fanci-
ful, attention may be drawn to the way in which pairs of
related books will offer these astonishing contrasts which
combine in such a wonderful way. The two books of

. Samuel will serve as an example from the Old Testament.

The one.deals with the Tise of the Hebrew monarchy and
the reignof Saul, and, while it is relieved in many places

by incidents and individuals whose stories shine like -
sunlight in the inspired story, the general impression is

depressing. It is a tale of unbelief and disobedience and
backsliding. Ifi contrast its companion makes exhilarating
reading. It dealy with the golden days of King David.
Again there are chapters which deal with sin and shame
and the bitter harvest which they never fail to entail.
But the general effect is bright and cheerful as it might

. well be since the central figure was a man after God’s

5wn heart. Our Lord i-yc’alﬂed the Son of David.

" In the New Testament a similar contrast is offered by
the two epistles to the Christians of Corinth. The earlier
one is a very stern indictment of errors in faith and
practice. It paint§ a melancholy picture of the short-
comings which disfigured a primitive church. Again we
find that there are passages which seem to soar to the
very gates of heaven, making the book lin itself as well
as in conjunction with its companion, a veritable twd-
edged sword. In the Second Epistle the tone is quite
different. It may not be described exactly as cheerful
reading, byt it is far removed from the prevailing tone
and temper of its immediate predecessor in:the New
Testament. So that the two epistles taken together con-
stitute such a brand as only could have been forged. in

" that consuming fire which cometh down from above.

Amongst other reasons for describing the Bible as a
two- edge'd sword, mention may also be made of ‘bhe won-

_derful way in w‘hw’h higtory and prophecy are blended

in its pages. Thus Genesis, the first book of the Old
Testament, is almost wholly concerned with the first
things, or as we may say with reference to its title, the

beginnings of things, while Revelation, the last book of

»

the New Testafmen-t, deals with the future, deep calling
unto deep in 'Christ who is the beginning and the end.
That is also illustrated in an ‘interesting way by the
record of the three divisions ‘ihto which the Hebrew
Bible falls, these being the Law, the .Prophets, and the
Writings. In the case of the section known as the Proph-
ets, there are two parts comprising four books in each
case. In the former we have such historical books as

Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings, while in the latter -

may be found these prophetical books, Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Ezekiel, and the Twelve Minor P-rop'hets. They are all
classified as prophetic literatyre since the function of the
prophet in anclent Israel was not primarily to foretell
but to forthtell! He was God’s spokesman by whom: the
meaning of the Divine dealings with the chosen people
and their friends and enemies was explained. That in-

cluded a large element of prediction as the numerous

Messianic passages prove. For our present purpose, the
emphasis must fall on the fact that one group of books
deals largely with the past, and the other with tthe future,
mnear and remote, and they help to establish this addi-
tional claim that the Bible s -indeed a sharp two-edged
sword, ‘'a right Jerusalem- blade as -Bunyan would say.
In ithe Book of Daniel the two "elements may be found
" clearly and separately. The earlier half of the book is
higtorical, and the latter prophetical. These two phases
are closely related for, as Bishop Butler puts it, prophecy

is history written before the time. Tt is the Divine blue-’

print for the building of the temple not made with hands.

In the sacred books of many religions, as well as in
national Mteratures, the golden age is in the past. The
writers look wistfully back to “The Lllg'ht of other days."
There is little to cheer and uplift in what lies ahead of
mankind. Evolutionists and modern apostles of progress
have their eyes fixed on the future. They claim to see
signs everywhere ‘and always that things are steadily
improving, not without many a reverse and reversal of
fortune, but still streaming towards better days like a
flowing tide. Thie Bible contindes to combine these atti-
tudes. ‘On the one hand, its inspired authors do not
forget the things which are behind, radiant with God’s
goodness.
ward to the things which are before, when Ch'ri% who
is their life and our life shall appear, and wheri we too

" shall appear with Him in glory. Gratitude for the past

and hope for the future so fill the Seriptures as to pro-
vide two cutting edges for the falchion of faith.

These - considerations may savour of qnulfb‘bl;ln-g, and yet
there is a great justification for claiming that ‘the Bible
is a two-edged sword in the very structure and architec-
ture of life as man knows it. I was very much struck,
on one occagion, by hearing an emimnent ‘American chem-
ist say that in his laboratory he could “do nothing with
.one thing. If he could utilize two or more substances,

all manner of wuseful compounds mlg'ht be produced but

with a single one he was nonplussed. ' That is a principle
whose ramifications seem to be endless. Even in the God-
head we believe that there are Three Persons, Father,
Son, and Holy ‘Ghost, the Blessed Trinity. ‘So then, should

* it be any cause of surprise or perplexity that the Divine

Boak on which we are dependent for all our knowledge

-fegarding God and His Christ is what it is; that we

should ‘accept as a matter .of course the fact that the

Sword of the Spirit is so quick and powerful precigely

because it is the sharpest of all two-edged swords.
—The Eva‘ngelwal Christian
ke +
. 3

On the other hand, they are ever looking for-




June 9, 1955

THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE

(128) 11

MOSLEM-"CHRISTIAN" ALLIANCE

HAT next! We have come to the place where hardly
any development in the religious sphere surprises

. us. We hear of professors who declare that Jesus Christ

could have been the son of a German soldier and we hear
reports of modernists who support evangelistic cam-
paigns and of fundamentalists who will condone their
own association with modernists. Now the big nmews is
that there is a movement on foot to establish closer re-
lations betweery the Moslems and “Christians”! Ts there
no limit to the lengths to which modernists will go in
their endeavour to play ecumenical politics?

Dr.. Howse of Bloor Street Uniited ‘Churéh in Toronto
is a leader in 'this new movement and he attended a Mos-
lem-“Christian” gathering last year. Preliminary plans

- were laid for a 'future meeting and Dr. Howse was elected

as the (Christian head of the new body. Just last week
we heard him speak about-the meeting he had attended.
He spoke to a group of United Church ministers but we
were given permission to attend the gathering. We were

grateful that we could hear the address but wére utterly-

shocked at its disclosures for it revealed that the
churches are well onr their way in a ‘downgrade’” move-
ment. We will not ask our readers to accept our account
of the address but will reprint the story as it appeared
in The Globe and Mail, of June 2,

(Please note that the emphasis, indicated by bold: face, is our
own—Ed, G.W.) ,

Friendship Urged , !
WEST SEEN CRIPPLED IF MOSLEMS WENT
- RED

If Islam went Communist today Russia would need no
atomic bombs, Rev. E. Marshall Howse, pastor of Bloor
Street United Church, said yesterday. o

The Moslem world is the solar plexus of the globe today,
he 'Yold ministerial delegates to the United Church of
Canada’s 31st annual Toronto Conference at Sherbourne
Street United Church. :

- Dr. ‘Howse, who recently attended a Moslem Christian -

conference in the Middle East—the first such ever to be
held—said_that Islam is totally opposed to communism.
“It is a natural barrier bo the downflow of communism,”
he said. “Communism has never made any advance into
Islamic countries.¥ :
iStressing the need for greater understanding between

Moslems and Christians, he said he would not be surprised -

if the next half century brought a renaissance and a draw-
ing together of the older-religions.

“We are living at a time of the greatest revival of re-
ligion in history,” he asserted. The meetings between
Moslems and Christians—next of which is to be held next
year—are the first in almost 1,500 years. -

Just as there is a need for councils of Christians and
Jews locally, it was felt there is a need, internationally, for
Moslem-Christian confferences, he continued. This has noth-
ing to do with a synthesis of the two religions. But under
the differences betiween the two religions—which will re-
main—there is a need for co-operation.

Islam and Christianity include a third to a half the

total population of the world, said Dr. Howse. And Chris-

-tianity and Islam are two of three religions that go back
to the same source—the Old Testament. The . third is
Judaism. :

Dr. Howse discussed difficulties in the way of co-opera- -

tion. The Moslem, he said, “knows perfectly well what
Christians are like.” He thinks of them in terms of his
contact with them in his country. They exploit his country
and have . . ...

“For centuries the treatment of the Jew. by the Christiad
in Europe has been a scandal,” said Dr. Howse. “And

®

the hostility between Moslem and Christian has been a
disgrace to both religions.” .

The Moslems have been more tolerant toward Jews than
have Christians. Jews have lived for centuries in Moslem
countries without being persecuted as by Christians.

Yet Christians think of Moslems also as bent on conquest.

They forget the tremendous 'gifts of the Arab world
to their own civilization, when Arabs were the most civil-
ized people in the world.

' What Is Mohammedanism?
What is this great religion of which Dr. Howse speaks

- and with which “Christians” are to seek co-operation. It

is gimply a réligion of the flesh which conceives of a
heaven where free play is given to the basest 'desires of

-men. One man to whom we spoke about. this said —

“Was the speaker (Dr. Howse) ever in Egypt for any
time? I was there for eighteenumonths. If he said such
things there they would cut his throat!” Dr. Howse can
very well paint a lovely picture of Mohammedanism in
this land where the gospel has had a restraining influ-
ence even on those who do not accept it. Let him go to
some Moslem country and stand on his soap box and
preach hiis message. The Moslem-Christian group would
then have to elect a new president!

Before we examine The Globe’s account of this address
let us briefly examine the Moslem faith. Our authority
will be The Encyclopaedia Britannica. As you read this,
bear in mind the fact that Christians are asked to have
sympathy with such a religion. These conferences would
do well to vlan a great evangelistic crusade to the Mos- -
lems rather than wasting time in exchanging words.

Although Dr. Howse ff-qwned. upon any Treference to
historic Islam or the Koran, we know of no other way
of weighing any religion. Let all who would judge the
‘Christian faith look at its Bible and its Saviour. In like
manner we shall look at the Moslem religion. Its founder’s
character appears in striking contrast to that of the Lord
Jesus Christ. 'The Encyclopaedia informs us .that he
encouraged '‘the shedding of kindred blood in the cause
of Islam; his assassinations of enemies were afterwards
quoted as precedents.” The “prophet” is said to have
“instituted a royal harem”. . )

“Like priest, like people.” The “prophet’s” followers
have not risen above their leader. Regardless of what
Dr. Howse would try to make us believe, the Moslem faith
has encouraged bloodshed because the “prophet” advo-
cated it and it lies at the very heart of his religiom.
This argument is not answered by pointing to instances
where ‘Christians have shed blood for they have not done
it in obedience to their Saviour nor-is it an essential
part of the Christian faith.

_ Tenets of Mohammedanism
What does this profound religion require of its de-
votees? Again let the Encyclopaedia Britannica speak—
“The religious practices obligatory on the believer are
(i) the recital of the creed; (ii) the performance of
divine .worship five times a day; (iii) the fast in the
month of Ramadan; (iv) payment of legal alms; (v) the
pilgriniage to Mecca.” In no sense of the word is this
religion to be regarded as spiritual. The Encyclopaedia
does not tell us that the Moslem concept of heaven is of
the basest order and further that the religion produces

no refining effect upon its average followers.
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A Time of Rev1val?

Dr. Howse ‘tells us that we are living in a time of
religious revival by which he means a revival of the vari-
ous relig‘lon's We do not knéw if other religions are
experiencing phenomenal growth but we are posrblve tthat -
this Moslem-Christian development is 4 clear sign of a
retrograde movement in ‘Christianity. The fact that for
the first fime in 1500 years “Christians” and Moslems

Chrijstians. A true revival would mean a return to the

. exaltation of-Jesus Christ and obedience to 'the Bible."
8 It would be accompanied by a mighty evangelistic crusade

to all ‘parts of the world—even to the Moslem world.
It ‘would mean 'that such compromises as this -new move-
ment would come o an abrupt envd

‘No Synthesis of Two Rellglons?

Dr, Howse carefully emphasized the fact that this
movement was not aimed at uniting the two religions.

There is no reason why modernists should not unite with_

Moslems for beth have “excluded Jesus 'Christ and both
are strictly of the earth. Eviry ecumeniicalist.sounds the
same tune — “We ido not intend to build one great, or-
Whatever are the original intentions, soon
organic union comes about. We predict that this will be

. the endeavour of these new Moslem-“Christian” ecumen-

1cg.llsts Already some arexthinking in similar terms. Dr.
Nels Ferre in his book, The Sun and the Umbrella (pub-

' _lished . by - Harpers, New York) speaks of “the Hindu

branch of the Church of .the living God.” Then in The
Canadian Baptist we noticed a Tetter by a reader who had

. read that paper’s. account of the Moslem-“Christian”

gathering. The letter, if serious, clearly-reveals that

. some have discarded historic ‘Christianity for another
. 'mclus!lwst gospel.

Here is the letter. ;
Dear Editor: :
You are to be commended for giving us the mtfonna:tlon

. concerniing the present day alliance between Moslems and i
It is obvious, of course, to those of us who

Christians.
rare e'cwmemcally-mmded that the World Council of
Churches will one day-receive into its membership ail who

follow- the Christian way of life im all faith and sincerity.

This will certainly not exclude our Moslem: brethren.
Though I was momentarily surprised to see fearless re-

. porting of this kind in your paper I realized upon mﬂec-.

-tion ﬂhat there was really no reason for worry
* Sincerely yours,

. there!

. The Emc'ycloupaedm states rt'halt “the Prophet’s' attitude

“toward them (i.e. 'th'e Christian) -became less hostile than
-toward the Jews.” But let us suppose that Dr. Howse
is rlght in saym-g that the Jews were so kindly treated.
Why was this the case? Listen! '— “When he (i.e.
. Mohammed) discovered their (i€. the Jews’). military
mcompeten'ce e appears to have ibeen unable to resist the
temptation #o. appropr‘late their goods; and his-attack on
the flourishing Jewish 'settlement -of Khaibar appears to
have been designed to satisfy this discontented adherents
by an accession of plunder. Yef the consciousness that
his process was economically wasteful suggested to him
an idea which Isla,mzc states are only now. abandoning,
_viz., that of a tolerated caste who should till the soil and
promde sustenance for -the Believers who were to be the
fighting caste.”, Well might the Moslems treat the Jews
‘““kindly” for they made then little better than serfs and
only :now are they abandoning. that policy.” We would
suggest 'to Dr. Howse that he tell the whole story or better

still that ‘he go and live for a time in a p’lace where ’

Mo’hammedamsm has had lts sway. °

This whole movement is indicative of a -tendiency which
- makes Chr.lslblamfty to be one of” many ‘earth-born re-.

ligions whereas it is really a heaven-sent.exclusive revela-
tion. Now is the hour to declare this as never before
that men may know ﬁhaﬂ; this gospe‘l is not of man, that
its central Personage is the y Saviour and that its

Book is God's infallible, final revelahlon Those who' are .

thus persuaded have no timé for such movemenlts as this
Mosﬂem-C'hfrlstlan alllance

J E—
' SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET
We are inclined, to ‘believe that rthe summer ‘is really

amtend-ance at Jawvis Street was good. A 1arge number
of the boys and girls femained for tthe morning .service
and one gu'l responded: to the 'mv1ta.'t10n to be baptized.

" In the evening the open air 'gervice was held in Allen

Gardens. Mr, Tulloch informs us that he counted 160
ipersons who were within - easy hearing range. The work-
ers sang and gave rbe@hmomes to these people many of

whom mnever enter a schrurch building. At the same hour
. a prayer service was: held in 'Greenway. 'Chapel -
At seven o'clockDr, Slade preached on ‘the sub,]ect

.Fol‘tunately the same issue of the -pa:pe'r contained an-

" other letter which put the matter in the right perspecblve

It read: : )
Dear Editor:

I would like to protest the publuoa'ﬁon in our ‘Baptist
paper of the news item concerning the alliance of Moslems
and “so-called” Christians.

Such an item presented in our paper without unfavorable
comment of the alliance formed 1s'a mark of spiritnal de-
generacy.

'

IS*mk:erely yours,

NO'I‘E The pdbhca:mon of a-mews htem is meant for in-
formation. It does not imply exﬂher ou1 appiroval or dis-
approval.—Ed.
"Are Moslems Toleranﬁ .

Dr Howse declared that “the Moslems have beef more
Jews have
lived for centuries in Mosglem countries without being
In this statement he is at

with the Encyclopaedia.Britannica.

A

“The Observance ‘of the Lord’s Supper in Relation to

The Second Coming of Chrigt”. This was the third ser-
mon in-a series on_‘the Second: Coming of Jesus Christ.
Next Sunday the Pastor will speak on “The Rapture”.

At the communion service eight were received into
membership — two by experience and six by bap-
tism. The presence of t‘he Lond was maniféested through-
out the day

N

LAUGH, OF THE WEEK
Padre Charges News Slanted

.

Vancouver, June 2" (CP) —The Provmce in a dispatch ™

_ from Nanaimo, B.C., quotes Rev. Joseph Whelley, a Roman

Catholic naval padre, as:saying the North American press,

including Canadian daily newspapers, slants the news.
The newspaper quoted him as telling a banquet of the
Catholic Women’s League, Wednesday, that papers slanted,
‘manipulated and dressed up the news. “so that 1mportan't
facts were lefit out.”

* Truth, Father Whelley sald can only be found in the

Catholw press

.Sunday was.a. hot day fin Toronto but the -

amdba o s e
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JERUSALEM SHALL BE ESTABLISHED

Dr. T. T. Shlelds

N THE Ibegmmng of the Book it is recorded, :‘Anid 'the
evening .and the mornmg were the’ flrsvt day ¥ That
word, the oider of that- sentence, bears ‘Heaven’s stamp

~upon it. It is a-coin from the celestial mint, and from
- the same dié in which His words were cas't of Whom ‘it

is said, “Never man spake like this man.” -Thiis is not the
manner of human speech ; it has an 1dl1om entlre‘lv foreign
to terrestrial tongues. : .

"It is a record of the order an'd method of God’s work—
“When' we write history,
we. speak of the ,mornmg and ‘the’ evening. That-is the

" "difference; our mornings die away into the glo-om of eve-
mn'g, and “the might cometh when ng man can work”.
"We move toward the sunset, amid: ‘enlightening shadows :
~God sees the shadows shorteii before an ascending sun.
- The Word, with its historical record -of the past, ‘its

prophetic foresight and pred'mtlonls ‘of the future, covers

. all human 'hls'tory from “the lbegmmng” "to the end of
" .time. -

If we read it through, ‘and 'See God working, we
shall gee 'that the same "order prevails throug‘hout ‘God

is movmg onward ‘in His working toward the light, “the’

evening and ‘the mommg” \ Ini the last. chapter of the
Book where His work lis flmshe'd iwe read'of “the bright -
and morning star”, and' of a Iplace of which. it is safd,

_“And there shall be no, mght rthere and they need no-
candle, neither’ ‘light -of" ﬂhe sun, for the Lord\ God giveth
them light, and they Shall reign for ever.” ’

Tt is said too in the beginning; of 't!he Book,, “And God

" .saw the light” — %t was light which He had created.-

There never has Ibeen, there never w111 be in all the world’s
history, a mg‘ht 80 ldark thatt 'God could not, or cannot,
see light, When “Jusﬂme standeth afar off,-and truth is
fallen in the street, and.equity canmot e'n'ter”—~though
this were said of church and state, and Zion were calleds

“He is light, and in ‘himis -no darkness at all.”
If we had .faith, we should. never know another starless
night, for believing is snm:ply looking-at things.from
God’s standpoint. -
with Ihlm anid wa]:k in darrkness We lle ankl' ido not the

.

Fellowslhu,p with: J esus 'Olms*t W1ll enable us Ito talk of
“~ﬂhe evening and ‘the morning”.
.optimism and pessimism, 'be-tween -loo-krmg for the morning
and looking for the night, is prec‘lsely the difference be--
tween the divirie amd the human View of. things, between
faith and doubt. ’ If we believe God, we "shall see with

His eyes; and though' penury, fersecution, death, come.
upon us; though the church be: afflicted, tossed with--

tem:pes*t beaten by a tthousand. waves; though nation
rise up against nation, and I17'here seem no ‘iminediate
prospect of their 1earmng w'ar nio ‘more — if' we believe .
God, we shall expect peace .to- su-eceed' stmfe, order to
succeed confuslon and we shall know tha!t the world’s
darkest hour 1s ‘the hax‘bmg‘er of an umnmorba}l day.

“Ye that are the Lord’s rememlbrancers, ‘take ye no’

rest, and give him no rest, till he ,estiablish, and tiil he
make Jerusalem a-praise in the. earb'h 2
from w'hlch our scrxpt:ure is ltakén seems -to have been
:wmtben fin the evemng, or 'lna:ter w'hen t‘he sun had al'to-

1

.Included in, His promises.

God ‘always sees’

+ “Tf we say that we have fellowship

The difference be'rWeen'

The -chapter

gether gone down; yet every word glows with t,he Lbr1g‘h=t.

ness of t‘he morning. Faith always sees “a lamp.that

burneth”, and by its light can write a word of cheer for
weary hea'rts ) ‘

‘God’s pur'poses for His people are all ¢overed by, and
'The announcement of the di-
vine purpose to “‘establish”, and make Jerusalem a praise
in the earth, is ltantamorunrt; to a divine prammse that God
- will perform what He has purposed. 72

What is thepurport of this ‘promise? God will give
strength and beauty — “establish, and make a praise.’
Men seldom. combine. these qualities. Of those things

fashioned by art and man’ s ‘device, the strong is often .
rough, and the.beautiful, delicate. -But God, 'by_ the same’

hand, .gives greatness with gentleness; He gives with

Ibeauty, permanence; with purlty, a strong 't‘hung and a

pralsewo' thy.

And. men will 'pralse the work of lGod He w1ll réstore
Zlon, and biild again Jerusalem—not that ‘He may dwell
‘in tJe'mplcs made with hands, but that He may inhabit the
praises of Israel. Thiat principle underlies every prom-
ige of the Holy .One:
house of Tsrael, but for mine holy name’s sake.”
give grace and glory “that he may be praised”.

This promise is made to Jerusalem. A careful study of
the sixty-first and sixty-second chapters of Isaiah’s

He will

- 'Prophecy—ifrom thé first.of which our Lord read in the '

promise is. .
given to the church of Chrls't to Hephz1bah the bride of -

synagogue at Nazareth—will show that the :

" the Lamb.

Arnd He JDpromises to “estalbhsh” bhe church Our Lord
said, “The gates of hell shall not 'pI'eV'all agamst it.” Tt

means ithat the gospel must gucceed tin spite of all oppostt- .

tion. That is a tremendous argument for Christian mis-
sions, for going to ‘the north and south, the east and the
west, with the gospel of salvation. Gdd has pledged
Himself to establish 'the church.

Do .qur readers ever tremble for the ark? Do you fear
amid all the unrest, the wars and rumours of wars, the
- hatred engendered in men’s hearts against ‘God and man,
. that 41l will be lost? Ak, no! “The Lord God ommpotent
reigneth”, and He will ethaIblllsh His c'hurc!h Many an
ungodly, leprous Naaman has been God’s unconscious
instrument—invincible because a battle-axe wielded by
-Omnipotence. . 'This promise iz worth more than all the

‘gems of earth. Heaven’s arsengl, like those of Europe,

works-day and night—but it makes no noise. ‘This is the
Master’'s word: “This gospel of the kingdom shall be
-’prea;chéd in all the world for a witness unto all nations:”

This is par excellence the argument for missions in every.

Jland upon which the sun shines—that God has said, not

- that the gospel-ought to be preached, but that it shallbe
Woe unto us if we stand in tthe way of that, |
We may, depend: upon it, we shall have to get -

_preached! -
pupose !

out of the way—-'the gospel shall be preached, If we do
“not spend ourselves .in preaching it — fit shall still be
preached; “and that -servant, which knew his lord’s will,
and prepared not himself, neither did accordmg to his
“will; shall be beaten with many stnpes
that J erusglem “shall be establish

’ .

“TI do not this for your sakes, G

(125) 13, -

God hath said

.oty
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PUBLIC SCHOOL CHILDREN TOLD THAT
- "BIBLE NOT ALL TRUE!

It lhas been our. firm conviction that religious edru'catlon-
" should zot be allowed in the public schools of our land.

This is clearly the task of the home and the church and
should not be Ielegatéd' to a government-supported educa-

tIonal system.

Another evil of religious education in the school is that

children are not taught Biblical truth but are served the
fare of modern ‘infidelity. One instance in Searborough;

hgs been brought to our attention. During the religious
education pefrmd in one of the public schools there, a
pupil asked the visiting minister if the Bible was all
true. The minister replied that it was not! What a sad
commen'bary on many modern ministers!
faithful parents honoured the Bible at home and attended
a gospel-'preadhmg church. - Their efforts, and teaching
are flatly cont,ra'dmtedl by one who is swpposed to be a
minister of Christ: .

BOOK REVIEW

CHRISTIANITY THROUGH THE CENTURIEs—lby Dr. Earle E.
iCairns, published by Zondeérvan Publishing House,

- Grand .Rapids, MIdIIgan—cloth cover (well bound), -

511 pages, $5.95.

To compress the history of the c‘hurohes since the time
of Christ until the present into the space of five hundred
pages is surely an ambitious project. Of sheer necessity,
such a. work must present the bare outline of the out-
standing events of each era.

. Before we discuss the merit of the work, we must com-
ment on the author’s own basic position. He describes
his approach as “conservative” and “interdenomination-
al”, We rejoice to learn that it s “conservative” for
already there are too many liberal history books in the
We do ‘fear, however, that the “interdenomina-
- tional” emphasis does absolutely nothing to stréngthen
the work If one is a confirmed “denominationalist”, he
must be 'persuaded that his position fis scriptural and he
will not discard it when he writes such a work as a gen-
eral church history.

Let it be salid, however, that the lbook whuch we now
review is a readable general outline of thé subject. Its
special value will be-to those who do not have .at their
‘disposal some of the more massive volumes of church
history. :

The author’s-division of the perIods of church history
strikes us as a good one.

Dr. Cairns is the Head of ﬁhe Hmtory Depar'tment of
Wheaton College.

AN EXPOSITION /0F HEBREWS, by Arthur W. Pink—Pub-

lished by Bible Truth Depot, Swengel (Union Co.),
° Penna., U.S.A. — 8 large volumes, well bound —
$17.95. May be obtained from the pwbhusher
When a reviewer is presented with three large volumes
of over 1,800 pages in all, he may be excused if the review
is late and if he has not yet read all the volumes. Never
“before have we dardd to review a book when we had not
read all its contents but we are doing so in this instance
because we are persuaded that the whole fare provided
-in three volumes.is of the same quality as that in volume
one. Furthermore, these are not volumes which one can
read idly — they require thought and concentration.

-—

.\'

Probably some

‘The publisher is not guilty of over-exaggeration when
he states that “this new, three-volume work §s perhaps
the most complete and thorough exposgition of Hebrews
produced in this century available to the preadher, teacher
and Bible student.”,

Like all of Pmk’s works fﬂhls one is characterized by
a deep, devout Scriptural mmg‘hvt The truth is not only

.expounded but application is malde so Iﬂha't .ﬁhe reader is

forced to do some self-exanmination.

‘The book has quotations from other 'wonf:hles of the -

past. Owen, Saphir and Brown are all cited. Yet there
is a conltinui-ty in the work so that one realizes that he-
hind it is the masgive intellect of one great Bible teacher,
A. W. Pink.

If any want Some frothy rea'dlmg, we ‘would suggest
thatt they steer clear of this work. If, on_the other hand,
some reader desires good, solid Bible teachung, by -all
means buy An Eaxposition of Hebréws. Patsltors, Bible
class teachers and studious Christians will fitid this an
invaluable aid to study of the Hebrew epistle. -

A book is 'to be judged by its contents and ‘ot by its -

binding but in this case excellent contents are matched
with excellent binding so’that the whole set is an attrac-
tive addition to any library. .
| . .
A For Younger Readers |
THE THAMES TUNNEL TEACHING HUMILITY
Formerly most strangers who visited the' great cIty of
London went to see the- famous tunnel under the river
Thames»—a large, -substantial road, built in the form .of
an arch, directly under the bed of the river. - It is one
of the most wonderful works that human skill ever suc- -
ceeded in making. The man who planned and built it
was one of the geniry of England. His name was Sir

‘Tsambard Brunel. He was so humble that he was willing

to learn a lesson from a tiny little ship-worm. These
worms bore’ small round holes 'bhrou'gh the »sohd timbers
of our sﬂups .

One 'day Mr, Brunel vm'te'd a ship-yard. An old Bhlp
was on the dry dock getting repaired. 'A quantity” of
worm-eaten timber had been taken out from her sides.
He picked~up one of ‘these pieces of ItImber, and saw a
worm at work, boring .its way through. If he had been
a proud man, he might have thrown the timber aside,
and said -— ‘Get away, you poor little worm. I am a

sgreat Ima-s"ber builder.- You can’t teach me anything.’ But

Mr. Brunel had learned the lesson of humility. He was
willing to learn from ansyth‘mg that God had made, how-
ever insignificant it might be. So he sat down and
watched the worm at its work. He studied carefully the
form of the hole' it was boring. The thought occurred
o him, how strong a tunnel would be, that was made
in the shape of this hole! And when he was asked
whether it would be possiblé to build a tunnel under the
Thames, he said he thought it could be done. He under-

“took to’ build fit. He succeeded in the work. But in

accomplishing the great undertaking that little ship-

worm was his teacher, —

The Thames tunnel is an illustration of the tru‘th that
humility helps to make us useful.
-—The Life of Jesus Christ by Dr. Newton.

Tfhe man who h'aIs lived for 'hnmseflf has 't'he prIVIlege
of being his own mourner —BEECHER. - i

!
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“BUT HE’S MY BROTHFR”
* Dr. T. T. Shields

. As we came to Sunday ‘School one Sunday morning
not long ago, on a Yonge Street car, we noticed several
children carrying Bibles, the eldest of whom, a gir],
could not have been more than twelve years of age.
They were on their way to Jarvis Street too, and as we
neared our stop they paid their fares, and childlike,
were restless to get off.

'The car stopped, and unmnoticed by “Uhe lh'ﬁtle mother
of the flock the smallest lad got off—and the car started,

on its way. When she discovered what had happened,”

she immediately asked the conductor to stop the car and
gllow her to get the child. He explained to her that they
ran on schedule, and that she would have to stay on the

car until they reached the next stop, and then go back.
But she was most insistent. She said, “He’s my 'brobher'
He has ‘taken the wrong road, and will be lost.” There
was scarcely a dry eye in the car, as the rpassengers were
moved by: the. manifest concern of this young girl for the

baby brother for whom she was responsible. “But,” she .

repeated, “you must stop. He’s my brother! He has

taken the wrong road, and will be lost.” The conductor

stopped the car, and theld it until the sister ran for the

~ little boy, and brought him safely back.

Our readers will readily grasp the spiritual apphcatlon

.of our story. How many boys and girls, and young

people, would be rescued from the “wrong road”, if those
who have named Christ’s name upon them felt their re-
sponsibility for those out of the way! If our hearts
were responsive to the Spirit of God, we should hear
Him say, “Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold:
them also I must bring, dnd they shall hear my voice;
and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.”

And He brings them unto His fold through under-
shepherds whose ears are attuned to Heaven, who are
ready and willing to hear the divine challenge, “Whom
shall I send, and who will go for us,” who feel concern
for the unsaved man or woman with whom they daily
come in wcontact, saying, “I /am responsible to God for
him., He’s. my brother! He'has taken the wrong ‘road,
and will be lost.”

Many professed believers feel no responsibility for the
unsaved in théir homes, whefe they work, whom they
meet day by day, or for the heathen in foreign lands.

g

INS AND O U TS
(¢ F ROM A NISM
= By JOSEPH ZACCHELLO
(A Former Priest) .
A good handbook wtitten by a converted Roman

Catholie priest.
‘ Papercmr,l%paga---ﬂm
Some of the topics discussed:

—How the Came to Power
—Clerical Celf

—Answers to Questions on Romanism
—Shoruld Protestants Marry Catholics?

ORDER TODAY!
THE GOSPEL WITNESS

130 Gerrird Street East - Toroato 2, Ontario

It is not only our privilege, but our duty %o make known
to all such the glorious gospel of His grace. We are our
brother’s keeper. The watchman upon the wall received
thig solemn declaration from his God, “When I say unto
the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou
dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that
wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will
I requite at thine hand.” The disciple of the Lord Jesus
has received his commission—and his power—from the
‘King of kings, and Lord of lords, “Go ‘ye therefore, and
teach all nations,” baptizing them in the name -of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching -
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded
lyou and, lo, I am with you" alway, even unto the end
of the world”—*“Ye shall receive power, after that the
Holy '‘Ghost is come upon you; and ye shall be witnesses
_unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
" Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”

The willing and obedient disciple w111 be constrained
by the Spirit to say of every umsaved one in this old
world, “But he’s my brother! He has taken the wrong
road, and will be. lost.”. He will feel something of the
Master’s compassion for, and yearning over lost men; he
will experience something of the little wgirl’s panic When
her brother got off the car—ithen do everything in his
power, as 'God shall help him, to take the gospel by word,
- by life, and by his gifts, to his “lost brother”.

‘Bihle School Lesson Dutline
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Second -Quarter Lesson 12

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)

JUDAH OVERTHROWN
Lesson Text: 2 Chronicles 36:11-21.

Golden Text: “For Jerusalem is ruined, and Juda'h is fallen: - .

because their tongue and their doings are against the
LORD, to provoke the eyes of his iglory.”—Isaiah 3:8."
Supplementary Reading: -2 Kings 26:1-12; Jer. 39:1-10; 52:

I. Judah’s Rebellion: verses 11-16.

The northérn kingdom of Israel was the first to expemence
the judgment of God, even as that /kingdom exceeded Judah
in wickedness (2 I(ings 17:1-6). Their last king, Hoshea, was
overpowered by the Assyrians, who destroyed the ca:prball en-
slaved the people and deported ‘great multitvdes of them .to
Agsyria. This took place about 721 BJC. The southern king
dom of Judsh continued till about the year 586 B.C.; God
had spared ithe people of Judah because of His mercy upon
.their more faithful rulers. In the meantime the Babylonians
came into power, having conquered Assyria and many smaller
kingdoms and cities. Thus it was with Babylon that the

_- kings of Judah had to deal.

The ultimate and spiritual cause of the downfall. of Judah
is clearly stated in the record: the king, Zedekiah, lived in
rebellion a ‘God, refusing to humble himself (2 Chron.
12:6, 7, 12; 32 26; 33’ 712, 19, 23; 84:27). He utterly repudi-
ated the word of the Lord as it reached him through the lips
of the prophet Jeremiah (Jer. 25:9-12; 29:10; 38:14-23). To

, reject the word of the Lord as spo ken ‘Hhroug‘h His servants
}sdhthelga%g as rejecting bhe Lord fH’unsel’f (Matt., 10:14, 40;
- n

- The king’s evil éxdmple was followed, unha.p'p'l by the

chief of the priests and the people. 'I‘hey practis 1dola1try
polluting the sacred house of God. The messengeis, sent to
warn them through the mercy of the Lord, were despised,
mocked and persecuted (2 Kings 17:13-15). The men of Judah
hardened their hearts agalinst the Lord, as did their king,
inviting Judgm from God, whose overtures of iove they
would not receive (2 Thess. 2: 11 12)

The immediate cause df Judah's destruction was their defeat
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--at the Ihands of the Bafbylomamss, «against whom King Zedekiah
had rebelled. This was the third and final invasion of the
/land by the famous Nebuchadnezzar ‘of Babylon. He came
first during the reign of Jehoiakim, the son of good King
Josiah (verses 5, 6; 2 Kings 24:1-4). He came again during
the reign of Jeho;adhm, son of Jehoiakim, deporting the
king, the princes; the mighty men afid many of the people
(verse 10; 2 Kings 24:10-16; Jer. 24:1; 29:1). Zedekiah,
whom the Babylonians enthroned in p‘lace of his nephew,
Jehoiachin, soon rebelled against his masters (2 Kings 24:11-
20). Nebuchadnezzar then determined to put an end to the
rebellious kingdom of Judah and personally led a huge army
against Jerusalem.

_II. Judak’s Ruin: verses 17-21,
By the permission of God, Nefbuohadmezzar laid siege to

the-y, 'oog'e'bher wiitth ﬁhe ma,]onty who ha!d remam'ed in 'Hhe
city, were carried away to Babylon, just as the Lord had
foretold through the prophets (Jer. 21:3-7; 38:3; Ezek.-24:14).
The captivity of Judah should be a lesson to all teaching us
that the solemn warnings of Scripture must be ‘heeded, and
that we dare not do despite to the Spirit of grace (Heb. 2:1- 3;
10:28, 29). God will surely judge sin (Ezek. 18:20, 80). -

The inhabitants of Judah remained in captivity in Babylon .

until the supremacy of the Kingdom of Persia (verses 20-23).
In the year 538 B.C., Cyrus the king- of Persia, conquered
Babylon and absorbed all its' tterritory “into 'his. own kingdom,
Then ‘God put, it into the heant of ‘Cyrus to tssiie a decree
permitting thé Jewish exiles to return to their own land.
Their capbivity lasted 70 years; just as the Lord had said
(verse 21; Jer. 25:9-12; 29:10). During al]l this time the
land had a “sabbath’” or rest, for the Jewish people could

‘Jerusalem for about a year and a half (2 Kings 25:1, 2; Jerw o cyltivate it, as before. Only a few of the poorer citizens

39:1,2; 52:4-6; Ezek, 24:1, 2), ithere being a brief mvberrup-
tion w&len Ne'buc'ha;dnezzar marched against the Egyptians

who sought to rélieve Judah (Jer. 37:5). The people met
great losses, many of their young men falling in battle. The
Babylonians were cruel, and woe betide the weak, the gentle, -

. the aged, who fell into ‘their hands! Moreover, the people of -

Judah suffered much from lack of food, and this led to in-
human atrocities, Dearly did the people pay for their long
years-of disobedience and apostasy (Lev. 26:21-39; Deut. 28:
58 68; Jer. 15:1-4; Ezek. 4:16, 17). Sin is,always costly.

* The king fled in.secret alonlg a pa‘ﬂhway to the plain of
the Jordan, but he was captured by the enemy and taken
‘before King Nebudhiadnezzar. The councll condemned him
for what they termed rebellion and perjury (verse 18; Ezek.
17:11-21),- and’ according to the ﬂhoug‘ht that a blind man is

" incapable of ruling, his eyes were put out_ (Judg. 16:21).

Thus he entered Babylon without seeing it, even as Ezekiel .

had foretold' (Jer. 32:5; Ezek. 12:12, 13).

About 8 years after the capbure of Jerusalem in’"586 .'C. ’

Nébuchadnezzar sent the captain of his guard with. an army

= to-break down the walls of the city (Neh: 1:3), to destroy

and burn the palace and the houses of the great, to plunder

the * temple and to -deport thé people to Babylon. Sin is

destructive; it is a cruel and fearful monster which spares

" mo one. Nothing is too sacred or too beautiful for its grasping

. and def111n.g touch.. For ‘this reason it must be constantly

resisted, for they who treat it lerliently or yield to its slight-

" est demand will surely be deprived of all glory; they will

_exchange beauty for ashes and give up the g'ammenrts of pran‘s'e
“to be clothed in the spirit of heaviness.

Some of the unfortunate inhabitants of Jerusalem had -

.alrea:dy fled outside the city to tthe IBalbylonhan king; but

were left to till° ﬁhe soil, W'h'lle 'uhe land as a whole was.

uncultivated.

'Dally Bible Readmgs
June 13—Judah’s Wickedness ...
June 14—Judah Rejected of God.....0 ... 5. ‘Isajah 5:1-7
June 15—=Judah’s Des'bruutlon
June 16—Judah to Dwell in- Baby -
June 17—Judah’s Remorse ..-...: Psalm 137
June 18—Judah’s Rejection of ﬂhe 'Mes‘smh Maﬂﬂhew 21: 33-46,
* June 19—Judah’s Savmur Isanah 53

Suggested Hymns . !

'Dhe Lo'rdﬂs Our Rock. .
When storms around are swe'epmg
Thou art my-Rock. .
‘In Thy cleft, O Rock of ages:. o
Will your anchor hold? .. C
_ Amid the trials that I meet.

THE SWORD AND THE TROWEL .

For many years C. H. Spungeon pulbhﬂhed a great
monthly mwgazme, Thé Sword. and the Trowel.. Probably
some of our readers have in their 'possesslon -bounid copies
of this publlca'tlon We' would: urge ‘any -who do have
such- copies to contact THE. GOSPEL WITNESS 'We would
be willing to buy them from : you: Espemally would we

draw this to the aJttentlon of readers in the United -

Kingdom. - - . N

nothor Printing off the Prosa!

v
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and parents. -

Ordertoday from:,

" * THE PRIEST, THE WOMAN, AND THE CONFESSIONAL R
' ’ BY FATHER CHINIQUY . N S

Agam The Gospel Witness makes this valuable book available to the pubhc
It is “must” reading for all Protestants and for-all RoFan Cathohc husbands

. ® A complete exposure of the confessional
- ® Written by a former priest of irreproachable characteér '
¢ Documented with quotations from Roman Cathohc wrlters
e 144 large pages — $1.00 o o
THE GOSPEL WITNESS: .« - ; [

130 Gerrard St. E. . —
. Toronto 2, Ontario ’
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