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Upon Denying: the

HOSE who accept the Bible as the, Word of God rec-

ognize that ‘the Seriptures teach the existence of a
place of eternal punishment, 'wh'lc'h will be the portion
of those who have not been. redeemed Further the Bible
decidedly teaches that the eternal d'estmy of any soul is
determined here -and now rather than in the hereafter..
“It is appomted unto man once to die and after this the
Judgmen :

- In recent’ years it has become olbv1ous that many Prot-
estant preachers and professors have discarded the Bibl-.
cal position and have let their own minds run riot. When-
ever anyone rejects t‘he authority of the Bible, intellectual
and spiritual anarchy is bound to exist. Hence we read

* and hear of Prdtestants, so-called, who deny eternal pun-

.

-common place -of origin.

1dhmenvt teach the existence of a purgatory, hold out the
hope of a second chance and.universal salvation and
advocate prayers for the dead. The cause of their malady
is easily found — they have refused to acknowledge Scrip-

tural authority and each has become a rule unto himselfs

There is a surprising unanimity in their.conclusions
which leads us to think that their tenets must have a
They have not originated in
heaven! We are persuaded that they come directly from
hell and from Satan for it isto Satan’s interest that his

existence and that of-hell. should be denied, No spy is '

anxious to_tell all about him that he represen'ts another
hostile land ; rather he will vehemently dény the fact. So,

too, Satan is not interésted in persuading men that he is

real and 'thei't hell is a terrible reality.- He inuch prefers
to make men believe that there is no hell at the end of a
Christless life.. Should he succeed in his designs, man
will be.swept on 'in their careless pursuits to the very

'p'l'a'ce that they thought had rio’ existence. N

Dr. Ferre's Teachmg on Hell
Du'rm'g the past three weeks we have discussed briefly
the teachings of Dr. Nels Ferre. .As we read his book,
“The Christian Understanding of 'God”, we ndoted that -
he went to great lengths to.deny the fact of hell.
Vehemently Ihe heaped scorn upon those who beheved the

. Sense.

Why Aré Mod'ern_Preach‘ers 56. Intent

Existence of Hell?

Bible in-this regard. While he acknowledged that it was
“at least highly probable” that “eternal damnation was
actually- infended by some of the writers of the Bible¥,

still he described the authors, of ‘the Bible teaching as
follows—“What inhuman hardmes-s of heart could ever -
fashion so horrible a view.as eternal hell, and then con-
nect it in any way with the boundless love.” -, c

A New “Russellism”!

T’hen again on Saturday.we saw that anosﬁher clergy- .
man denied the Bible teaching. He was Dr. G. Stanley -
Russell who writes the column, “A Clergyman Looks at .
the World” in The Toronto Star., In a pseudo-devotional
language ‘the historic Christian teaching is denied and
half-Romish, half-universalist errors are taught. ~We
cannot present the whole article but we here quote sev- .
eral sentences which are taken in context:~

—*The" 1'd-éa. of purgatory i'eoen{es some support
from the teadlung of Jesu§ .
—40f course, our ideas of heaven and: hell 'have been
impossible.”
"= —*“Heaven and hell are, of course 'the same 'place »
—*“Prayers for the ‘dead’ become’ praYers for the
'hvmg, and as natural and ob¥ious as prayers for
anyone elge.”
— . prayers for the ‘dead’ were 'thrown over-
'boamd by Protestant extremists who have never .
yet -found ‘any justification for doing 8o, except
their own presumptich.” )
—“In the matter of the after life andlx'ts details, we
are of necessity agnostics.” S

Note the note of finality which accompanies this non-
“OF COURSE, our ideas of heaven and hell have
been -impossible.” “Heaven and hell are, OF COURSE,
the same place.” God has declared plainly that these are
two distinet and separa'te places but modern theological
Sir Oracles presuime to declare that, “Of course, we don’t

believe what God. says in His Word » If it is true that " .
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heaven and hell are the same place, would Dr. Russell ad-
vocate that we pray—*“Our Father, which art in HELL
.. .1!”? Or, again, should the Scripture read — “The
wicked shall be turned into HEAVEN and all the nations
that forget ‘God”? Only those who are wishful thinkers
would ever presumé to declare that heaven and hell are
the same place. :
A Protestant Purgatory!

To further confuse any who read his column he 'declares
that- purgatory, that diabolical invention of Rome, has
‘some support in.the teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ!
This teaching receives no support in the Bible but rather
finds support only in the depraved mind of man. Not
one major Christian confession of faith gives any sup-
port to such a doctrine.

Prayers For Dead

Dr. Russell also favours prayers for the dead althoug‘h
he s cautious that he does not try to drag in some Bibli-
cal support for his Romish view. Not once in all of God’s
Word are we commanded to pray for the dead; we are
told to pray for kings, governors, each other, our enemies
and many other persons and things but mever for the
dead. This teaching goes hand in hand with the Romish
doctrine of purgatory and the unllversal‘ls.t tea»c‘hmg that
all will be saved.*

What a “gospel” to preach to men! This gospel of mod-
ern churchmen declares that there is no such a thing as
eternal punishmenit, that there are many ‘“‘chances” for
salvation in the life to come, that there is an outer com-
partment to heaven called purgatory and that the living
can effectively pray for the dead. Lacking.is the note—

o 'Choose ye this day whom ye will serve.” Men are to be
soothed into hell, behevmg that such a place has no real
" existence.. -

Those who hold the Biblical view of hell aré said by
some 'to have a lack of love. That is a lie! A love for
men’s souls and God’s truth forces us to tell sinners v&ha't
God has said. We don* declare our own “ideas” or “con-
ceptions” ; rather we expound what God has said and seek
to show men that a God of love has made prov'lsmn for

their salvation in sending His Son to die for sinners.’

Those who deny hell are guilty of a lack of love ‘toward

men for they provide a false sense of peace to those who -

are bound for a Christless eternity.

‘BOOK REVIEW

An Indispensable Book

REVELATION TWENTY, An Exposition by J. Marcellus Kik
—published by Presbyterian and Reformed Publish-
ing Co., Philadelphia, Penna.—cloth cover, 92 pages,
price $2.00. May be obtained from THE GOSPEL WIT-
-NESS, 130 Gerrard St. E., Toronto 2.

The appearance of a book dealing with prophecy is
surely a common occurrence today but the publication of
a first rate book in this field is a rare event. We are pro-
foundly convinced that this small book by Mr. Kik is one
that merits the attenfion of all ministers, theological

-students and thoughtful Christians.

The author r1gh'tly contends that an examination of

Revelation Twenty i m essential tto a correct understanding
"of the Millenium— at about the Millenium? Will it

be in history and upon the earth? Or will it occur after

the second coming of Christ? . Or is it descriptive of
heaven? The answer to these questions should be sought
"for in Revelation Tl-wenrty in whiich the thousand year

-

~

L

- The Gozpel Witness
anb
~ Protestant Adparate

FOUNDER AND FIRST EDITOR~Dr.
: (Ediio'r 1922 - 1985)

Published every Thursday for the pmpagatlon of the
Evangelical principles of the Protestant Ref: 'ormation -
and in defence of the faith once delivered to the Saints,

$3.00 Per Yoar. Wh-ym 10c Per Single Copy.
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Dr. H. C. Slade, Pastor, Jarvis Street Baptist Church
; °
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF:
Leslie K. Tarr _ - -
ASSOCIATE EDITORS:
Dr. C. D. Cole

Olive L. Clark, Ph.D, (Tor)_
8.5, Lessons and Exchanges

“l am not ashamed of the gospel of. Christ."—Romans 1:16.
’ ®

Address Correspondence: .

: THE GOSPEL WITNESS

130 Gerrard Street East, Toronto 2 - Canada
Tolephone WAIlnut 1.7415 !
Registered Cable Address: Jarwitsem, Canada

T. 'T. Shields |,

:perlod is mentioned six times. This c‘hapter is very im-
portant 'to the true conception of the Millenium.” (From
the Foreword).

Mr. Kik, who wrote “Matthew Twenty-Four, An Ex-
position,” employs the same approach. he used in that
volume and seeks the key verse of the chapter. He con-
cludes in Revelation Twenty that the fourth verse is “the
key which will unlock the /door.” After explaining that
verse he proceeds to 'give a verse-by-verse exposition of
the whole -chapter. :

‘Those who are searching for novel and’ fantastic
theories will be 'disappointed but those who desire solid
(and captivating!) Bible study will thank God for this
small book.—LESLIE K. TARR.

. SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET
On: last Lord’s Day the services were well attended. The
preacher in the morning was Pastor Raymond Reed of the-
new Baptist work in Don Mills. His text was, “And Jesus

_said unto h1m, No man, having put his hand to the plough,

and looking back, s fit for the kingdom of.God”. (Luke
9:62). The message was a powerful appeal to those who
had turned aside in tHe spiritual walk. One young man
came forward for reconsecration.

In the evening a great open air service was held at the
entrance to the Allen Gardens. A large number of work-
ers took part in the service and scores of people heard the
gospel. . At the evening Service the pastor, Rev. H. C.

‘Slade, precahed on “The Second Coming of Jesus Christ.”

Again the Lord’s presence was felt m\the assembly of
His people.
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0 The Jarbis Street Pulpit

"Keep Yourselves From Idols!"

A Sermon by Dr. T. T. Shields
Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Srunday Evemng, July 2nd, 1939

(Stenographically Reported)

“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and.said to the king, O Nebuchad-
nezzar, we are not care:ful to answer thee in this matter.

“If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burnmg flery
furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king..
. *“But if not, be it known unto thee, O kmg, that we wﬂl not serve thy gods, nor
worship the golden image which thou hast set up.”

N

IS fashionable in some -quarters to belittle the O
Testament seriptures, to decry their standards, and
to assume that we have gone far beyond their conception
_of the reqiirements of life. And yet the Book is full of
the records of noble men ahd women of whom the New

Testament tells us, “The world was not worthy.”
The saints of the Old Testament were saved by faith

just as are the saints of the New.” They looked forward"

6 a 'Saviour Who was to come: we look back to One Who
has come. But in all dispensations, from the beginning
right forward to the end, men are saved in exactly the
same way: by faith in the same Saviour, and golely be-
cause of the effloacy of His atoning blood.
. We have in the chapter T have read to you the story
of some of. God’s saints who were severely- tried, who
were living far from their native land, but.who had been
prosperedn greatly, and had been advanced to positions of
prominence. They bhad hitherto enjoyed, in- a singular
fashion, the favour of the king. But Nebuchadnezzar
was a vain man. The psychology of this ‘chapter is very
interesting, for we .find men to-day mnot less vain-than
was Nebuchadnezzar — men who desire that all men
shall worship at the menftion of their name, and prostrate
themselves before whatsoever idol they shall set.

1 believe that this record of the trial of faith — and

of the trials of faith—is full of teaching for us. We may"

profitably : meditate-for a little time this evening upon the
heroic conduct of 'bhe'se valiant men who unwaveringly
trusted God.

) I

I WANT TO BEGIN WITH THE REMARK THAT IN OUR DAY,
AS IN
WORSHIP. There are still temptations put before men
in all stations of life, to give to someone else or some-
thing else the place which should'be reserved for God
alone; to offer worship to some other gods than the one
ttrue God to Whom all must look, even to the ends of the
earth, if they would be saved. .

The temptation put before these men was 'to oonsent to
God’s being relegated to a secondary position-in their
Tives. It was proposed that something else should be
set up as of supreme wvalue, before which they were to
prostrate themselves in humble worship, Similar con-

ditions exist to-day; temptations to relegate God to some "

other than His rightful place abound. We have not to go
to Africa or India %o discover worshippers of idols.
There are many idols in our own land, and there are many

‘of life. They live in the marketplace.

. ployer, and at the same time,-serve God.”

THEIRS, THERE ARE IMAGES ERECTED FOR HUMAN-

manuvfacturers of idols, many vain Nebuchadnezzars who
demand submission from all who may be unfortunate
enough to be under their authority.

I have no doubt that those who hear me this evemng
have already on many occasions faced the difficulty of

giving 'Godthe first place in their lives—standing for -

truth and righteousness at all costs, determined that no
one shall occupy the throne of their hearts, or receive
their worship, but God Himself. I say, to assume that
attitude is a very difficult one, and to ¢arry out any such
programme of -devotion almost finvariably involves 'the
payment of tremendous cost.

here are, for instance, idols in the commercial world. -

There are those who live to buy and sell and get gain,
and who seem tto imagine that that is the alpha and omega
They study the
reports of the world’s markets, that they may learn how
to make money. They set up for themselves — and if they
are employers of labour, for their employees also-—an
idol which they demand shall be worshipped of all.

T have been amazed to discover how many peop_le there
are who seem, strangely, to assume that it is perfectly
legitimate to put the bread and butter question, and all
the requirements of this temporal life, to the fore; and
attend to all these interests first, to attend to the matter
of religion if and when it shall be convenient and not too
cos'tly I have had many young men come and tell me,
“It is practically impossible, sir, for me to retain my
present position, and to execute the orders of my em-
Business life
is just about as. corrupt in many directions as it is pos-
gible to be. Untruthfulness, misrepresentation, dishonesty,
of every sort abound. The man or woman who finds him-
self or herself a part of such an organization, required to
carry out to the letter the behests of the firm for which
they work, has a very difficult time in reconciling their
firm’s demands with the requirements of a Christian con-
science. There are thousands of people in this city work-
ing iin factories, officés, and shops, could I address them
all this evening, who would say, “You are absolutely
mgh*t ‘sir; and unless we -bow down and worship the

image which the people for whom we work, have set up,.~.

our lives will be forfeited.”

That is not an exaggeration, Business life, as a whole
—1T do not say there are no exceptions—iis anything but
honest and straightforward. It is difficult for a man

‘who would be truthful, who would do that wh{dh is right,

[
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to keep peace with his own conscience, and at the same
time, do what he is required to do at the office or shop.

The god of commercialism is often put 'in the place of
the true God, and men, if they would earn- their liveli-
hood, must do him homage, and obey the standard's set
up by some modern Nebuchadnezzar.

There are other idols than these. ‘- Sometimes young
people particularly. are summoned to the worship of an
idol dedicated to modern alleged intellectualism. There
are ‘those who worship the mind, and the product of the
mind. They make light of that which does not minister
to intellectual pride. Students in high school and in uni-
versity are as proud as Lucifer of their very moderate
attainments, and taught to be proud, and to worship the
ability of men to wrest Nature’s secrets from her, and
enthrone themselves above her as though they were her
~ god. Many a young man has been laughed out -of his
faith by various forms of ridicule, and been led to-aban-
. don his mother’s Bible because he has been told he could

not retain his reputdtion for intellectual sanity“if he were
old-fashioned: enough to believe the Bible. Instead of
believing the God and Father of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus ‘Christ, they bow down to an image set up by the
human mte‘llec't They are asked to have part in the
attempt to push the .great Firgt Cause back as far as
possible. Young people who are given to the training
of ‘the mind, who are busy at school and college; are espe-
cially tried by these sufbtle assaults upon the soul’s in-
tegrity.

lPer‘hvarps I m,mg‘h't sum up much. of the temptatlon by
saying that as of old, men are summoned in our d»ay to
the worship of mammon in some form or another. ‘ They
are not asked literally to bow down 'to an 1mage made
‘of gold. -Among his picturés Watt has one that is quite,
famous, which is a representation of Mammon. Mammon

is represented ay an overfed, gluttonous, beastly ‘man, ;

‘seated in a chair, so far one would think he could scarcely
move, ugly in the extreme; and at his feet, prone upon
the ground, is the figure of a beautiful maiden; and this
ugly creature has placed his foot upon her neck. It is
an artist’s representation of the human passion for gold.

How terrible the day in which we live in that respect!
It seems as though men who are willing 'to sell their souls
for gold are being multiplied. What other explanation
can you offer for these dens of iniquity that are found
upon ‘this, street where now we worship? There is-one
‘across the corner, one on the other corner, one half way
up the street—and within two_blocks, eleven of them,
existing’ and accomplishing but one thing, the ruin of
body and soul. If you could see what I have seen'from

this corfier, your moral sense would be shocked. We have -

seen young women; not out of their teens, carried out:

of these dens of iniquity helplessly dtrunk literally -

thrown ‘into a car—and carried off God knows where.
Standing on ithis. corner, without leavmg “the ground
upon which this church is erected; thab is no uncommon
sight. I once said it before, that I have seen” within half
an hour ‘more 'drunkenness of the worst type than I saw

- devoted 'Christian woman.

and"soul to hell, then what is he? I'do not.know whether.

it-was they, or who. it was, burned this church once: I
challenge them to do it.again.

is the temptation, and everyone will say—#that will be the
cry next, even’ among so-called Christian people, “We must
maintain them in order to save ourselves the paying of
millions of dollars of taxes 'that are derived from”—from
what?. From the blood-money of the countless thousands -
of ithe flower of our ! Canadnan youth thart are Ibemg rulned
every day.
And Mammon has other forms than that, but Watt's

- picture is correct. _It se“t?s upon its throfie a human beast

with its ugly heel upon-the.neck of-a maiden, — _young
men and women: We haye slipped back more than fifty
years because men have compromlsed with - these evils,
and because we have lacked “tthe spmt of the men “of
whom I'Jslpeak this evening,

Men are tempted sometimes even in the realm of we-

ligion. We have new religions, hew gods erected almost

regularly, ‘religions from which God is excluded, forms
of urehglon bearmg the Christian name .in which Jesus
Christ fis relegalted' to a subordinate position, philosophies
of life in which He is denied the sceptre and the crown.
And men are’ asked to accept them, to bow down before

them.
" I I were an artist, I think T could pam't Q comrpamon- .
-picture to Watt’s.

I would represent the main figure,
not as a man, byt as a woman, miore attractive in form;
and T would call it “Society’” with a big S. What near-
idiots woman make of themselves in order to 'lge reckoned
in the “social set”! Really, if it were notﬁsenous it
would be as funny as anything could be.

" 'Some years ago a young 'woman came to th1s dhurch a
wonderfu!l creature, a keen mind. . I do pot-know why
she came from the Old Country, but she found her ‘place’
in domestic service. ‘T could never understand it. She
came of a good family, apparently people who were well
able to maintain her. Her service was an honorable one,
as honorable as any. "What I mean 4s, there seemed to
be no circumstantial necessity for the position she occu-
pied. Shé came into the membership of the church, a
‘She had been here a year or

so when she asked if she might com®e to see me. She

] God helping ‘us, we will
.firg‘ht this_thing as long as we have breath left.:- That "

came, She was-of a type that could have been presen'ted T

at court, a glorious woman in’ appearance, hér mind &s.
Keen as a“razor. When she came I said, “What can I do

for you?” “I just had to~come‘to talk- m'hh you. I felt .

I should explode if I CO'u'ld( not fmd someone to ‘'whom I
‘could unburden my min .

"This young woman tol'd me ‘wlhart‘ she had to. do among °
the “socialites” to whom she ministered. She told me of
serving aftérnoon tea, of assisting at dinners. 'She sald

“Really, Pastor, these women do not‘'seéem-to have an'
“idea.

Tt is the veriest chit-chat you evér heard in your
life. They sit there and think I am onllvy a maid, but
littlé do they know what merriment i% going on inside.”
She could have talked with bhem on any suchect—fbuft how

in two months’ travel in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Liverpool, | important they were! ;

. Belfast, Dublin, Cork, London, and. other, places-—right
here on Jarvis Stree't Premier Hepburn said_I- did not
know what’ 1 was talking about. “That was some ‘time

T have known women who, were afralnd to pdt Christ T

firgt lest they should imiss Iﬁhat' But what a tempta*txon
'1lt is for young people to be carrled off into the swim of

ago: I think:most ‘people have their measure ‘of that_social life though it involves a surrender of principle, a d
gentleman by “this time. But if' he is mot the. agent of departure from (Christ. One of our young ladiés came to-
. a modern Maminon who, in order to get money, is willing® me two or three years ago ‘and said, “Pastor, as you
to sell‘'young men and women, fathers and mothers, body *know, I am in trigh school, in my last year.

©° -
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going to have a-dance. I have taken my stand on that
matter; I think it is unbecoming 4o a Christian. I have
no question about it at all, and I do not intend to par-
ticipate. But I thought perhaps you could advise me
what is the best thing for me to do; stand aside as a
wallflower, and say, No, thank you; or shall I plainly
say why I will not participate in these things.” I said,
“If you have a reason, and you say you have; and if it
be because of your loyalty to Christ, then tell them plainly
you are taking the safe side; that you will not set an

.evil example to anyone, and therefore as a Christian you

will ‘have nothing to do with it.” ‘“You think I ought to
tell them that?” I said I thought she ought; and she did.

I speak thus because I know how you young men and
women are tempted in a thousand ways, On a train a few
Years ago I was introduced to a certain gentleman wear-
ing a clerical collar. He said somewhat laughingly, “I
then turning to the mutual friend
who had introduced us, he said, “You know, the only
thing T have against D-r. Sh-ields is that he will not let
his people go to the movie.” A silly remark. Just about
that time the ‘Chief of Chicago police said that the movie
is the greatest crime-producing agency to-day, that it ‘s
filling the rpeu'm:enli',rary, and sending many to the gallows
because of the examples set, and the inspirations to evil
there given, But my clerical friend would make a joke
of our éndeavour to warn young people of the perils of
the day. We dre not under law, but under grace. No
one can stop your wgoing. But if you have in you what
these men had in them, the temptation %o turn aside from
Christ to worldly ways and to ithe pursuit of pleasure

_ will meet with some opposition.

You find it even in religion on every side. I had a

- young fellow in my choir some years ago—not here, After

a while hé left the choir, and sat down on the right side
of the church. It seemed to me.he got a little farther
back every Sunday. There was no centre aisle in the
church, and one Sunday he was in the centre of the seat
next the back. After the service, I announced an after-
meeting. Many were disposed to stay, and paritlcularly
those in his seat! I can see him now: instead of going
out of the end of the pew, he grabbed his hat and coat,
and away he went over the back of the seat, out of the
door; and I did not see him again. -

This young fellow worked in a drug store, and I went
into the store one day, and there he was. I said, “Clarence,
I have missed you for some time.” He replied, “You
need not think yours is the only church in town.” “I do
not suppose that,” I replied, “but as you used to come
regularly, I am curious to know why you stopped coming.”
“Well, this is rather a dead town; not much doing in the
wintertime. But every Saturday night in the hall we
have a great dance—and I like o go; and I do go.” “Yes,
and what has 'that to do with your coming to church?”
“You do mot believe in it.”
a word about dancing in my life.”
prove of it.” “I have néver said so

“But you do not ap-
' “You may not say

" 80,-but you have a way of ma‘kmg a fellow feel mighty

uncomfortable without saying anything about it.” “So
that is 1t"” “Yes, sir. And there are other churches in
towan. 1 can go to these dances and have a great time until
one or two o'clock Sunday morning, and then go to church

you; you make me uncomfortable.”
What was it? Snmlply a religion that was inducing a
man to put aside the dictates of his conscience, to sur-

to do.”

“You mever heard me say,

But I cannot gq to hear

‘render his principles, and to be religious without being

true to God; worshipping idols dedicated to pleasure — -
and yet with the sanction and encouragement.of institu-
tions of religion. The temptation of our text was a re-
ligious one; and the worst of all temptations to beset
us are in the religious realm. It beset our Lord Himself
in the wilderness, on the pinnacle of the temple, and on
the mountain top -where He saw the kingdoms of this
world and the glory of them—and was offered “all these
#hings” on condition He would bow down and worship, on
‘condition He would substitute something for the supreme
authority of the word of God.

1L

I SAY, THERE ARE MANY FURNACES FOR THOSE WHO ARE
THUS TRIED. Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace was “heated one
seven ‘times more than it was wont to be heated”. It is
:fol'ly\!to say that the days of persecution are past, and
that it is easy for a man or woman to be a Christian, that
it does not cost anything. Nothing could be farther from
the truth. Some, Ibecause of loyalty to principle, are

scast into the fire of poverty. There are those who say,

““The Lord will Took after you. ‘Give up your job, He will
ge't you another.” Not always. I have known many men
in this church who, because the Lord has spokén to them,
who occupied positions of some importance, who have
resigned. “What are you resigning for?” “Simply be-
cause I cannot be -a Christian and do what you want me
They have ‘gone out without.a job, and without
any money, and without -a full- larder—and ‘have gone
‘hungry. They have been poor; they have had to pay the
price of their devotion. Yet there are many who would
say, “When poverty threatens, what else can you expect?
I will have to stick to my job.” No, my dear friend. '
I say again what Lhave said i in_one way' or another many

times: I could have escaped a “good: deal of trouble if I

had thought of my job, through the years—but who

wants a job if his conscience is to be defiled thereby? -
You.cannot afford, as a Christian; to occupy a position,

no maitter what the emoluments may be, if at the same:
time you cannot have a conscience void of offence before

God.

There are the fires of intellectual contempt. There
never was.a young man who did not want to succeed.
Everyone wants to be reckoned among thése who are the
most advanced students in college, considered up-to-date.
If you doubt it, go over ito ‘Queens Park and see some of
them come out of university. There are some modest
fellows, but there are some others who seem to say, “Here
is the great minister. Get out of my way. I could be
President of this University if people only recognized my
ability.” Tell him that if he takes a certain course, he
will be at the bottom, and you have issued a terrific
threat. I have seen tit. I saw it in the Denomination to
which I belong. I saw young ministers go down like nine
ping before that onslaught—afraiid of their lives to say,
“That is God’s Book, and I will stand by it against all
the intellectuals in the world.” IOh no! 'They must be
up-to-date. They will be burned up if they take their
stand.

In the announcements, I told you that on Thursday
evening I will read one of Spurgeon’s sermons to the.
meeting. I remember a student coming to me when Wood-
stock 'College was still operating, telling me that a pro-
fessor had come into his room one day, and had seen on
his table with his Bible and some other books, a volume
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of 'Spurgeon’s sermons, open. The teacher looked at mt
and said, “Ha; you are reading ‘Spurgeon!” ‘Yes, sir.”
“Well, if you go on like that you will not know any more
than t'hat fellow down at Jarvis Street.” I knew the
teacher. He was the nearest thing to Professor Nobody
you ever saw in your life. He was not even that: he was
a cypher with the rim rubbed off. There was nothing
there at all—and he looked down pityingly upon this man,

and tried to frighten him out of his devotion by telling.

him that if he read such stuff as that he would be looked
upon as an “unlearned and ignorant man”

We all like to be thought someone. We like peoplé to
think we know something.
things! ‘Not many, but a few. There are many ‘furnaces,
but I will not enumerate them. There is a kind of social
ostracism. "A man came to me the other day, a man who
is very well placed in life. He said, “I should like to talk
with you a few minutes when my w1fe is not here. She
has fought a good many battles for you.” I said, “I

- suppose I ought to be grateful, but I do not ask anyone

to fight for me. We are standmg for certain principles
with which I may be identified in the public mind, but

I do not want anyone to ifight for me.” He said, “I will -

tell you something else. Thhe stand we have faken among
our friends, letting them know that we go“to Jarvis
Street iChurch, has had the effect of excluding us from a
pretty large social circle.
call on us now. They never telephone. They have nothing
to do with us because we go to Jarvis Street Church.”
They are rot members of the church, but T %aid to him,
“You seem'to be surviving all right.”

How stupid that is! Talk about religious persecutlon'
_Y have seen it among Baptists. I have had. Baptist min-
T jsters come to see me at night, because they were afraid
to come in the daylight. Have had them: call me at twelve
o’clock at night, asking if they might come éver. I can
see one now, walking rapidly down the street, peering

- this way and that, to see if anyone were looking; then

dashing up the step§ as tholigh he would say, “Let me
in quickly lest any of the Denomination should see me.”
Some people cannot stand the displeasure of their fellow-
men. It is a veritable furnace to them. Take a stand for
the things of God, and some people will think you are
half witted. I was almost going‘ to say a naughty thing,
but I do not: miss the movies or any of the pantomimes,
because T get more real fun—or should if it were not so
serious—in watehing the antics of some people trying to
avoid their plain duty. Tt costs them no-end of. trouble to
get out of it. ‘They are afraid they will be burned up.
It is a good 'thmg to have some furnaces like that; it will
test people. It is a good thing for the church to be perse-
. cuted. The clearer the line of demarecation is drawn be-
- tween.the church and the world, the better it will be for
everyone. In apostolic times it was so. There were no
half-way measures about it. It will be a happy day when
it will cost us all kinds of tribulation :in order to be true.
Then we will have useful churches. Then we will have peo-
ple who are tried in the fire, ipeople upon whom yoru can
depend to the last.ditch.

You can think of furnaces. I have known some kindled
at home. I have known & woman before now-light a fire
to burn her husband up-—and it was a hot one. When a
woman undertakes that kind of business, she it usually
fairly extreme. I have in mind a mother who kindled a
fire for her daughter because she professed faith.in
Christ. Sometimes it is a husband who gives his wife a

I do! And I do know a few -

There are people who never’

"is challenged, you do not need time to answer.

dreadful time because she wants to follow the Lord. You

- can think of all the furnaces you like: there are many of

them. And the one of which you are particularly afraid
may be beside you tonight. There may be some young
man here who is afraid of the dusarpprova] of some young
_lady; or some young lady who is afraid of what her “boy

" friend” may think if she takes a stand for Christ, These
are simple matters, but they are ot simple when they-

stand between the soul and God. These are the practical
th'mgs over which many a professing Christian svtum'bles

III.

WHAT WAS THE ANSWER OF FAITH? 'W'hat did .these -

three men say? When the king called them bhefore him,
they said, “We do not need time to rt,hmk this over. You
asked us ’for an answer: we are ready.” ‘They belonged
to that class of people who are always ready to give “an
answer to every man that asketh . . . a reason of the hope
that is-in you with meekness and fear.” You have known,
people, as I have, very careful in their answers. “Do you
really believe ithe Bible is the word of God?” “That
depends.” Then you have answered: “I know what you
believe.” “Do you believe in putting Jesus Christ first?”
‘“There are a great many things to consider in that 'mat-
ter, and you must not ask for an immediate answer.”
“You are very careful to answer: I know where you
stand.”

I remember some years ago being engaged in a flg’h't
with_some scholastic, professonal evolutionists. They
would say, “We do not believe in Darwinian evidence?”
I said to ome after another, “Do you believe, let us say,
the first eleven chapters of Genesis?” “Do I helieve?
Do I believe? That depends upon what you mean by be-

l'xef in the first eleven chapters of Genesis.” I said,
ank you, Professor; you have answered me.” I am
always afraid of the people Wwho are so careful. If you

are a man of conviction, if the truth is in you, if faith
is regnant ‘in the life, when your relationship to Christ
) Indeed,
our Lord said that on one occasion: “When they deliver
you up, take no |'chou'g‘h't how or what ye shall speak: for
it shall be glven you in that same hour what ye shall
speak.”

I remember a man coming to me and telling me of
another who had wandered from the faith, and I asked
him to bring the man to see me. They c'a-me, and I said,
“Mr. So-and-So, this man thinks that you are rather a
dangerous man to have in Jarvis Street Church?’ “Per-
haps so, but I shall tell you what I believe. To me, the
Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, is the inspired, in-
fallible, and authoritative word of God. Jesus Christ is
the Messiah promised in the.Old Testament. He is the
Son of God, the eternal Logos, God manifest in the flesh.
I believe He died on the cross in my room and stéad; He
was wounded for my transgressions; He was bruised for
my iniquity; the chastisement of my peace was upon
Hlm, and with His stripes I am ‘healed. I believe He was
buried in the grave, and that on the third day He rose
again; that He was seefi of men for forty days. and went
thome to heaven; and -that this same Jesus is coming

again. That is my confession of faith. Need I say any-

thing more?” I said; “No.” He wag not careful to answer:
he had his answer ready. He knew what he believed. Why
should we not always be ready as believers in the Lord

Jesus Christ?

Thése men said, “We know all about the image, and
-a‘bqut the furnace foo. O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not
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careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our
‘God whom we serve. is able to deliver us from the burning
fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand,
O king. But if not, be it known - unto thee, O king, that
we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image
which thou hast set up.”, They had ‘their answer ready.
If we arg really IChrlst’s if we are really His, in every
situation of life we shall have our answer ready for those
who would threaten us with the pajns of the fyrnace.
I like that, “If nat.” “Our iGod whom we serve is able
. but if not, then get all the rest of your people to
worship tha golden image, for we are not going to do it,
no matter what the cost.” Oh that we had men—minis-
ters; vhurches — who would come back to the Book of
God, take their stand squarely upon that which is re-
vealed; and, like Luther, say, “Here I stand, I can do no
other; so help me, God. ” Let the devil rage if he will.
What was their reward? They were cast into the fur-

nace. I thiink the Biblé is a very humorous Book. I read

it sometimes and delight myself in holy laughter. I read
that this afternoon, and saiid, That is really funny. Nebu-
chadnezzar, full of fury, commanded the mightiest men in
his whole army, the biggest soldiers he could find, to
bring these three helpless, inoffensive, Hebrews, bound,
to the furnace: “Then ‘these men were bound in their
coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their other gar-
" ments.” Tied up so they could not help themselves by
Nebuchadnezzar’s mightiest men.

Were you ever trussed up like that? It looked a dark
day to these men. And sometimes it does. A man comes
home and says, °I told the superintendent what I would
agree upon.” “And what did he say?” “He said I could
go to the office and get my pay.” “And you were dis-
missed?” “Yes.” “Have you any prospects?”’ “No.” “What
gbout the children?” “I do not know: I only know I could
do no ot‘her ” He is much like these Hebrews, tied hand
and foot! He lis brought up to the heated fumace —
heated seven times hotter than it was wont to be heated.

But mighty as these men were, I suppose they had to
get within measurable distance to throw these Hebrews
in; and even as the 'furnace was opened, the flames came
. out and scorched, withered them—and the mighty men of
Nebuchadnezzar’s army fell dead; while these inoffensive
men were cast into the furna-ce, “bound in their coats,
their hosen and their hats, and their other garments.”

God has not rpmmmed to keep you out of the fire. There
are many people who would like to play the hero if they
could be sure they would come out — willing to go into
the furnace provided they could be sure it would not burn.
These men did not know that. They said, “But if not,

be it known unto thee, O klng,Wﬂha.*t we will not serve thy.

gods.” ‘God lets us go into the furnace. I remember when
we had our testing that I earnestly asked the Lord to
give-me certain men. I prayed, “Lord, save that man for
me; and that man; and that.” But when rbhe crisis came,
. I saw them all go drown

‘The furnace was not a very comfortable place — for
those who threw the Hebrews in. But what happened to
the Hebrews? The writer-is so in haste to get to the
end of the story that he speaks as though Nebuchadnezzar
immediately after he had done this, began to look into

the furnace. Perhaps it  was reported to him that his

mighty men were burned to death. But he looked into
the furnace and said, “Did not 'we cast three men bound
into the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto
the king, True, 'O king. He answered and said, Lo, I see

four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and-they

have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son

of God.” ’

' If you want to enjoy the companionship of the Son of
God, you must go into the furnace, Take a constitutional

through the flames, and you will learn more than you

ever learned in college. If anyone had sympathized with

Danliel, I think he would have said, “I had had some ac-

quaintance with God’s angels, but I made a new acquain-

tance with them in the lions’ 'den. I had always wanted

to know them better, but I had to go into the den for

that experience. The Lord sent His angels and shut. the.
lions’ mouths. I saw the difference in their look upon me.

It was a wonderful experience.” “You did not lose any-

thlng?’l! MNO' No ',’

Or talk with Shadrach Meshach, and Abednego. “Did
the furnace hurt you?” “Not a bit.” I have known men
who thought they were burned when théy looked at the
furnace! I have had men come to me and take up their
coat as much as to say, “Do you smell the fire? I got so
near the furnacé stan'd'mg for principle I almost got

scorched !”

. The Son of God_went with these men. Nebuchadnezzar
could not believe his eyes: these men were loose. What
did the fire do for the Hebrews? Nothing but burn their
bands away and set them free. I am sorry for a lot of
preachers. I know many brethren in the ministry with
whom I would not change jobs for a million dollars a
year. I would not have their job-at any price.-Did you
ever see a little girl, with her brother harnessed to a
wagon, and she 'suttm-g in it, driving him with ribbons *
like a horse, saying, “Get up.” I rather like to see the
children thus playing. That is all right for chidren—
but it is rather bad when you see a minister pulling the
wagon, and some. Ladies’ Aid Society saying, “Get up.
Do as we ‘tell you orthere will be a row.” Sometimes it
i3 a Finance Committee or the Deacons’ Board. ‘T have
had scores of ministers come to me and say, “I do not
agree with you, but I envy you your freedom.” I am the
freest preacher in the world. I have no shackles, no
bands. Some preacher says, “I wish I were free. Dear
me! I have to stew about things for fear of what will _
happen.” “I can tell you how you can get your freedom,
brother.” “You lcan'?" “Go into ithe furnace, and it will
burn your bands away.” “How did you get free?” “I
went into the furnace, but I did not get burned. All the
conventional bands were burned away—mot the bands
of a Convention, but the bands that would have made me
someone’s puppet. If we are ito be free to live our life
before God as men and women whom Christ has made
free, we must go into the furnace to get that freedom.”
“Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherew'lﬂh Christ
‘hath made us free.” A

Then Nebuchadnezzar called to the man, “Is thy God
able to deliver thee?”’ “Yes; we are all right.” “Do you

‘need a doctor? A hospital?” “No; we are perfectly well.

You did us a great service: you set us free.” They came
out, and the king prostrated himself before them and
said, “I make a decree, That every people, nation, and
language, which speak anything amiss against the God
of ‘Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shall be cut in
pieces and their houses shall be made a dunghill: because
tthere is no other God that can deliver after this sort.”
It is a great thing to go through ‘the furnace. It gives
us a 'testimony for God. Takes us out of the realm of
theory into the land of reality.. Sometimes I have thought
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I say too little about it, but now in my thirtieth yéar,
- after all the storms have raged round this place merely
because 'we have gtood for the things of God, God is still

. in Christ Jesus the Lord.
If I could only get someone to put their trust in the
- * Lond Jesus!” If I'could get you to fate the furnace and
.. say this evening, “I will put the Lord first, cost what it
o may; I will follow the Lamb whithersoever. He goeth.,” If
" you do, though you go into the furnace, He will be with
you ; and through the waters, they shall not overflow you.
He will be with you right to the end of the- clhapber and
lby and 'by, when you go mto 'bhe val'ley, His rod and His

* with us, and the Word of 'God 'is not bound. We are free

. staff will comfort you; and you will ‘be able to say,

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days
of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for
ever.” Once more, Ha;lielu:iwh', what a.Saviour!

.Let us pray: ’

O Lord, we thank Thee for ‘Thy great goodnels to us in
Christ Jesus. We praise Thee that Thou dost not send us

"awarfare at our own charges, but through all the experiences

of life, Thou dost accompany us, undergird us by Thy great
power. Help us so to live that our lives, may be a -testimony
to- those about us, as were the'lives of these men who went
into the fire. May others see the Son of God keepmg us’
company, and learn through us to .put their trust in Him.
We ask it in His name. Amen. . ) -

K AITH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY in thladel,phaa
is ‘one of the leading evangelical colleges in the Uni-

—ted ‘States. On its faculty and board of directors are some
of the most prominent scholars and Christian leaders in
the-evangelical world. The president of the Seminary is
Dr. Allan McRae, an able Old Testament scholar; the

- the Bible Presbyterian Church in Collingswood, New
Jersey and president of the International 'Council of
Christian Chuiches. On Tuesday, May 24, this great

‘the fact that in its eighteen years’ existence the Seminary.
has conferred-only five honourary degrees.

THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS received 'the followmg wire from
Dr. Mclntire: ;

. THE GOSPEL WITNESS, :
130 Gerrard St. E., : .
Toronto- 2, Canada

May 24th, 1955
Fmth ’Dheolog'lcal Semmary tonight honoured 1tse1f

- chairman of the board is Dr. Carl McIntire, pastor of

institution conferred the degree of Doc‘bor of Divinity
upon Rev, H. C. Slade, the pastor of Jarvis Street Baptlst "
. Church. That this is an exceptional honour is seen\gl .

Rev H. C Slade Recelves Degree From Fa|’rh Seminary

in -conferring the Doctor of Divinity degree upon
the Jarvis Street Pastor, Harold Curtis Slade. The
service brought great praise to our God in packed
assembly. Citation spoke of Dr. Slade’s leadership
in building new churches, his ¢ompanionship-with
Dr.' Shields, his glorious witness t6 our Lord in
saving souls, and his. continuation of the-position
of our late beloved leader, Dr, Shields.. The citation

recognized -Jarvis Street Pulpit as the most influ-

ential Protestant pulpit in the Dominion, and its
. new occupant as a “certain frumpet” for the twen-
* tieth century Reformation. IGreei:mgas and congratu-
lations are extended to:the congregatmn from Faith
Theolegical Seminary. In elghteen years only five

honourary degrees have been given by Faith. Splen- -

did delegation from Jarvis Street Church witnessed
the 'occasion, and encouraged- us here. “Is ﬂhere not : a°
cause?”

; ' ) CARL McINTIRE

On lbehallf of.the whole GOSPEL WITNESS famlly, we
extend our congratulations and best wishes to Dr. Slade
who is president of the Boar;d of Directors of tthis paper.

] . A

ENLARGEMENT IN SORROW

" Thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress.—
- Ps 4:1.-

- ' This is one of the grandest 'te\stlmomes ever given
by .man to ‘the moral governmenit of God. It is not a

0~

. fering. Tt is.a tWanksgiving that he has been set “free
through suffemng “Thou, hast enlarged me when I
- was,in distress.” He declares the sorrows of life to have

have hot you and I a thousand times felt this to be. true?

- entered finto his soul.” We 'all feel that what Joseph
needed for his soul was just the iron. He had seen only the
glitter of the gold. He had been rejoicing in youthful

tears over a romance will not be most apt to help reality;
a real sorrow will be too unpoetlc for him. We need
the liron to enlarge our nature. The gold is but ,a vision;
the firon is an experience. The chain which unites me to
humanity must bé an iron chain. That touch of nature
.which makes the world akin is not joy, but sorrow; gold
is partial, bu‘t jron is universal.

/

man's tfhanlksg‘lvmg that he has been set free from suf- .

been themselves the source of life’s enlargement. And

It is written .of Joseph in the dungeon that “the iron.

dreams; and dreaming hardens the heart. He who sheds

My soul, if thou wouldst be enlarged into human
sympathy, thou must be narrowed ‘into the limits of
human suffering ; Joseph’s dungeon is the road.to Joseph’s
throne. Thou canst not lift the iron load: of thy brother if
the iron hath not entered into thee. It is thy limit that

‘is thine enlargement. It is the shadows of thy life that

are the rea] fulfilment of thy dreams of glory. Murmur
not” at the shadows; they are better revelations ‘than
thy dreams.

house have fettered thee; thy fetters are wings—

~

Say not that the shades of the.prison-

wings of flight into the bosom of humanity. The door .

of thy prison-house is a door into the heart of the uni-
verse. God has enlarged thee by the binding of .sorrow’s
chain. )

- . _ - =—GEORGE. MATHESON

. . N
SHALL WE REPRINT “THE DEVIL'S MISSION -

OF AMUSEMENT” IN BOOKLET:FORM?

In THE GOSPEL WITNESS of May 12, we printed an

‘article by Archibald Brown. It was entitled, “The Devil’s

‘Mission of Amusement”. Already some: readers have
expressed a desire to see it printed in booklet form If
enoug'h wrlte, we shall proceed with the prmtmg.
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A Rule for Obscure Tex'rs

- -

By Rev. A. W, Tozer -

HAT there are a'few 'd=ifficu-lft passages 'in the Bible is_

well known to everyone. 'The enemies of the truth
are adept at draggmg out those obscure verses and hold-
ing them up as proof that the Bible is a book of mistakes

“and contradictions, and teachers of false doctrine use

them to. teach. doctrines that have no support from the
Seriptures.- It is well for the true Ohns'tlan to know what
to do with difficult passages.

When reading the 'Scnp‘tures for our own .spiritual

' profit we woild be well advised to pass over the difficult
" verses without more ado.

For instance, the Book of
First Peter contains 103 verses of blessed, encouraging
truth designed fo strengthen and instruct the reader. It
also contains two verses that are, as Peter said of some
of Paul’s wrltm!g, !‘haz‘d to be understood”. The seeker
after God will majér on the 103 verses that he ean under-

. stand and wait for clearer light on the short passages

that hie finds difficult. To do anything else is to create -
a strong suspicion that we are playing with the Word of
God and are -glad to duscover something to take the heat
off our consciences.

The passages in First Peter to' which we refer are
these: “By -which also he ‘went and preached unto ‘the
spirits in ‘prison” -(3:19) and “For this cause "was ithe

- gospel preached also to them that aie dead,” that they-
might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live - is: Let the whole Bible speak and you will find that it

- humble-minded. Bible expositor.

- when studying the Word of God.

according to God lin the spirit” (4:6). That these words
are difficult of interpretation will not be ‘denied by any
Personally I believe I
have a satisfactory expldnation, but granted that I do~
not and that I am forced to admit I do not know what -
they mean, what then?

To answer that T would g‘lve my readers a rule of in-
terpretation which is worthy of universal apphca’rnon
It is this: If I do
not know what a difficult passage means, I con at least
know what it does not mean.

It 4s right here that the false teacher igets the true
Christian on.the ‘hlp Let the Chriisttan admit he does -
not know the meaning. of a verse and the false teacher
eagerly grasps at his admission and pushes it for all it
is worth. -

Mrs, Blavatsky or Joseph Smith says, it means. Now.

you have the meaning. The light has come to you at last.”

The very assurance with which he ‘speaks intimidates the
meek soul who "has just admitted ignorance of the mean-
ing of a_text, and he forthwith surrenders to the glmd-
ance of the blind leader.

Let us take a homemade 1llrus'tratlon lI am trying to

identify a piece of fruit I have just pulled from a tree. -

It is put¥ple in colour, egg shaped, contains one large pit
at its centre, has a series of sharp spikes growing all
over its surface, has ‘the fragrance of a rose and the
taste of watermelon. I shake my head and admit I do
not know what it is. Tmmediately an eager-faced helper
appears and says, “If you do not know what it is, I can
tell you. It is a banana. Now that I have given you the
light, come and follow me. I know a lot more things just.
as wonderful as this.”

“You do not know what the verse means? .
‘Well, here is what Mrs. Eddy, or Judge Rutherford, or- -

But I am not so easily fooled. My angwer is, “No, my
friend, I will not follow you. True, I do not know what
this fruit is, but I surely know what it is not. It is not
o banana.” That will dispose “of my little. helper most
effecbually, especially if I can produce a real -banana for -
comparison.

Now what does all this add up to? Simply this, that
the fact that I may not be able to explain a passage does
not "obligate me: to accept. from another an explanation
that is obviously phony. I do not know what it means; but
-I do know what it does not mean. I may not know, for
“instarce, what ‘those strange, verses mean that tell us
about Christ’s going in His spirit to preach ito the spirits
in prison. But I know what they do not mean. They do
not mean- uriiversal salvation, nor a second chance to be
saved frem death;- nor the emptying and aIbolllshmg of -
hell. The reason I know what they do not mean is that
these doctrines are simply not taught in the whole sweep
of revealed truth. And more significant, the exact oppo-
sut; is fully and freely taug*hrt th'roug&mut the entire

Bible. . .

I have used one passage of Scmpture, not to emphasxze
it particularly,. but as a fair examrple chosen from a
dozen or so difficult passages found in the Bible. The .
same rulesapplies %o each and.all of 'them And the moral

speaks with one clear voice. Listen to that voice and the -

obscure verses wxlll not trouble you.

“He tthat hath eans to hear, let him hear.” The wise
will understand; but we may expect a certain type of .
religionist to contmue to major on obscurities. He has-
a built-in talent for going askew on doctrine, and nothing
T can say will cure him.

—The Reaper. By permission of Alliance Weekly.

Attention:
I_’R'OSPEC_TIVE MINiSTERS MISSIONARIES
PLAN TO ATTEND

Toronfo Baptist Semlnary

Commence your Training NOW in a BAPTIST
institution which for over 25 years has sent
fo:lm Ezn "and women well prepared in"heart
and mind.

Founder: DR. T. T. SHIELDS
President: DR, H, C, SLADE

Trammg is Scriptural, Evangehcal Scholarly
Degrees in Theology No Tuition Fee
Enlarged Faculty — Re-organized Courses
— Evening Classes —

Send for copies of new Illustmted Prospectus

For. mformation, write:

The Registnr, Toronto Baptist Semlnu-y
337 Jarvis Street, Toronto 2, Ont.
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New Building Opehed in Owen Sound

Scores of fellow believers from other Baptist churches ‘

in Ontario descended upon Owen Sound to rejoice with
the local people upon ithe official apening of the new
church building on the east hill of the city. Pastor Reg-
inald Brown and his people had prepared a full program
for. the day and had arranged for the accommodation of
their visiting friends.

The local newsspaper The Owen Sound Sun-szes
printed a good story in the ‘Saturday paper and the local
firms which had worked on the building inserted ad-
vertisements and congratulations. The account in the
paper, which was accompanied by a picture of the new
building and of Pastor Brown,.was a fine summary of
" the work and we print it in full:— -

Officially Open Church On East Hill Monday

The handsome new church of the Evangelical Baptist
Congregation, situated on the corner of 9th Avenue East
at 6th Street not far from one of the c¢ity’s main entrances,
will be formally dedicated this Monday when spemal serv-
ices are held in the afternoon and evening.

Rev. H. C. 'Slade, recently appointed Pastor of Jarvis
Street Baptist Church, Toronto, following the death of
Dr. T. 'T. Shields, and L. K. Tarr will be the special speak-
ers at the afternoon ceremony. Rev. Samuel Dempster will
speak in the evening. Rev. John Dexter Greenleaf, of
Lansdale, Penn., will-be in charge of a series of meetlnlgs
throughout the remainder of the week.

The church was first organized in the Orange Temple
here under the leadership of L. K, Tarr. Then in May of
1954 the congregation commenced meeting in a tent in
the location upon which the new church building has been
erected. Pastor R. Brown, upon his graduation from the
Toronto Baptist Seminary, took over the pastoral duties.
In 'September work was started on the mew church, the
basement being completed so that church meetings could
be held in it throughout the winter months, Meanwhile
the building progressed until it is now completed.

The work has been one of faith, Pastor Brown declares.

Money was raised by borrowing from different persons
interested, he explainéd, as he voiced high hopes for the
future. Tlhe new church is sutuabed in a section of the city
which has been greatly built up in recent years. It has
been constructed with the idea that it can be added to on
the rear as the need should arise. At present chairs are
used in the church auditorium. There is a large basement,
which is now used as a Sunday school. The cong'regatlon
conducts a weekly radio broadcast. _

At noon on Monday lunch was served to all in the
Orange Temple. Then the visitors drove to the church
edifice for 'the first 'seis*i'on of the day. From 2 o’clock -
until 2.30 the service was recorded for broadcast over
radio station CFOS, which provided the time at no charge.
Pastor Brown presided at this and all sessions and Miss
Ruth Parker and Mr. Samuel Pourret provided the musi-
cal accompaniment. Mr, O. Mansell led the singing.

The chief address of the afternoon was that of Rev..
H. C. Slade, who spoke from the text—*“The pecple had
a mind to work.” He emphasized the great need in our
day for believers who, with 4 prayerful spirit, possessed
a willingness and passion to do exploits for God.

An interesting feature of the affernoon was the dedi-
cation of the building. A plagque was attached to the
corner of the structire, recording the fact that the house
was erected to the glory of -God. Rev. G. Adams of
Central Batpist Church, Toronto, led in a prayer of
dedication. :
" After a dinner, the congregation assembled for the
evening session. Again the building was packed to its
utmost capacity. Rev. Samuel Dempster of the Funda-
mental Baptist Church, Kingston, brought a glorious
message from the text—“I ecan do all - things through
Christ which strengtheneth me.” It was a fitting climax
to a_day of rich blessing.
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Representatives were in attendance from many
churches of the Conservative Reg'ular Baptist Associa-
tion. There seemed to be a unanimous feeling that such
fellowship meetings should be held more often. The whole
day caused us to feel that there are great days of oppor-
tunity and challenge in store for those who are evan-
gelical Baptists and who dare to attempt great things for
God. .

'BLESSING IN MILLIKEN BAPTIST CHURCH -

Pastor A, Acheson of Milliken reports a great service
held in the c¢hurch building on Sunday evening, May 22.

‘The building was packed for the occasion as the first

baptismal service in Milliken’s hiistory was witnessed.

The people of ‘God had looked forward to the first bap-
tisms in their own edifice for prior to this the candidates
have been baptized in Jarvis Street Baptist Church. The
baptistry has been installed only recently.

Five were baptized: four from Milliken and oxie from the
Baptist work in nearby Box Grove where Mr. C. Schenk
is the pastor. One who followed his Lord in this or-
dained way was a man who used to be a lay preacher in

-England. He is eighty-two years old and has been saved

for nearly sixty years but as soon as he saw the scrip-
turalness of the ordinance, he determined to obey his
Lord. Another lady 'is seventy-one years of age; she has
been saved for less than three months. Those who at-
tended the service rejoiced to- see these elderly saints
determined to obey God.

Young Preachers Encouraged

By C. H. Spurgeon

CERTAIN venerable minister once told me that when
his young people took to preaching he did his best
to choke them off of it. Whether he was right or wrong
is not a question which I shall now discuss. I can only
say I have acted upon the opposite principle, and have
endeavoured not to choke but to cheer ‘those who try to
I am not old enough to have forgotten
the struggles of my own early days, or the influence of
a cheering word upon my young heart, and so T take a
lovmg and lively interest in those who sincerely endeavour
to do their best for their-Master, even though that best
be raw and uncouth. “Would God that all the Lord’s ser-
vants were prophets”, and that far greater numbers of
labourers were sent into the ‘harves't of the great House-
holder.

Let all who have gifts for the work open their mouths
and preach Jesus, for the gospel cannot have foo many
faithful Heralds. At this 4ime I will only dwell upon one
truth, that for men to speak of Christ to others is a
great blessing to themselves. Brother workers, the en-
deavour to win souls by preaching Christ is a grand
means of grace to our own hearts. The apostle Paul
thought preaching to be a high privilege and a means
of 'good to himself; for he said, “Unto me, who am less
than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I
should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches

_of Christ.” It is a token for |g'ood to us when ‘God employs

us, nay more, the holy service is the channel of incalcul-
able benefit to us. So far as I am concerned, 1 scarcely
know how I could keep alive spiritually if I did not re-
fresh. my own heart by preaching the gospel to others.
So is it with my brethren. Many are warmed by holy
exertion who else might have been cold ; many are cheered
who else would have beén despondent; many are in-
gtructed who else had been ignorant; many are made to
grow who else had been stunted. The first blessing is
to be saved yourself, but the next in value is to be the
means of saving your neighbours. 'Salvation from sin
includes salvation from selfishness, and this is in a large
measure efected by our beginning to care for the souls of
others, and showing that care by earnestly speakmg to
them. The man whose first and last concern is about his
own safety is not half saved yet, if saved at all. It is
wretched work fo be for ever prying into the vault of

one’s own inner feelings and spying out in the Jurky

-

darkness new causes for disquietude; better far to look
around on dying men, and spend the divine life within
you in trying to glorify Godiby proclaiming his infinite

love. By morbidly brooding over self you will hatch new . '

griefs, but by blessing others you will open fresh’ sources.
of rejoicing.

Public speech for Christ helps to develop us. I believe
it is as good for young men to try and preach‘the gospel
as it is for children to attempt to walk. How they tumble
about! — I mean both the preachers and the children. As
for the children, their battered noses and broken knees
are part payment for the privilege of ultimately walking
on two legs; and who regrets the bruises in after days
when ‘it 'is his joy to run without weariness? The break-
downs of young speakers are much ‘the same, they pain
them for the ‘time, and perhaps leave a bruise in the
form of a story which makes them wince when it is
mpeated but by these thmgs men learn to speak without
fear, and the preacher is trained to ready utterance.” If
there were no migserable defeats there would be.no happy
successes. Preachers are like the sycamore figs of Amos,
they must be bruised by faliure before they will ripen
and sweeten into great usefulness. I like to hear of men
beginning to speak for Jesus; they remind me of young
eagles stretching their callow wings and taking their
first venturous flight: they will in due time soar into
the heavens, none the less surely because now they can
scarcely wing their way from one point to another. I

“recollect my own beginnings, and I know how tremblingly,

and yet how trustingly, T took each tottering step. Some

of the holiest feelings of our renewed nature are called*+

into action at such a time: I could wish that in after
years we were as prayerful and dependent as at that
season. The effort arouses the noblest part of us, and
gives it a chance to indulge its aspirations, and so far it
must be good.

It is an admirable thing for young men to begin early
‘to preach the truth, for it is the best way of learning it.
"My college course was after this fashion. I was for three
years a Cambridge man, though I never entered the
university. I could not have obtained a degree because
I was a Nonconformist; and, moreover, it was a better
thing for me to pursue my studies under an admirable
scholar and tender friend, and preach at the same time.
I was, by my tutor’s often expressed verdict, considered
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to be sufficiently proficient in my studies to have ‘taken
a good place on the list had the way been open: “You
could win at a canter,” said he to me. I had, however,
a better college course, for I studied theology as much
as possible during the day, and then at five in the eve-
ning I became a travelling preacher, and started into the
villages to tell out what I had ledrned. My quiet medi-
tation during the walk helped me to digest what I had
read, and the rchearsal of my lesson in public, by preach-
ing it to the people; Tixed it on my memory. I do not
mean that I ever repeated a single sentence from mem-
ory, but I"thought my reading over again while on my
legs, and thus worked it into my very soul. I-must have
been a singular-looking youth on wet evenings.
the last year of my stay in Cambridge, when I had given
up my office as usher, I was wont to sally forth every
night in the week; except on Saturday, and walk three,
five, or perhaps eight miles out and back, again on my
preaching work, and when it rained T encased myself in
waterproof leggings and a mackintosh coat, and a hat
with a waterproof covering, and I carried a dark lantern
to show me the way across the fields, I had many adven-
tures, of which T will not now speak, but the point is,
that what I had gathered by my studies durm'g the day
I handed out to a company of villagers in the evening,
and was igreatly profited by the exercise. I always found
it good to say my lesson when I had learned it; children
do 'that, you know, and it is equally good for preachers,
especially if they say their lesson by heart. No better
means of fixing knowledge can be devised. My dear
brethren, who are young preachers, will learn their
theology while preparing their sermons and while deliv-
ering them, if the Spirit of God be much sought and
depended on. To translate the ideas of your own mind
into language which others can understand and receive
is'a fine lesson bo'th in thinking and in speaking. '

I am glad to see the.men in our churches attempting
to preach, because it is likely to give them a deeper sym-
pathy with their ministers, and we need the sympathy
and ‘love of all around us. 'Some thoughtless persons
imagine that the preacher stands up and opens his motth
and sermons leap forth; they know nothing of the in-
tense study and wear amd tear of mind which-are neces-
sary to maintain freshness and vigour from ‘Sabbath to
Sabbath. When these young men operi their mouths, they
find that instructive matter does not flow forth spon-
taneously; they discover that the same thing is very apt
to come over, and over again, or that they are too-embar-
rassed to say anything at all. They are perplexed and
worried to know where to find themes, and 'thus they
learn the need of seamh'mg the ‘Scriptures, and storing
their minds. This is good for them. Better still, they
find that they must piray over their subjects,’ and get
their hearts into a right state before God, or else 't‘hey
cannot discourse to profit. They soon perceive that minds
are not always fresh and fertile, and they learn to bear
with a dull sermon, caused by a headache or a sleepless

night. ‘Those who have preached themselves will pray

for those of us who have all the year round to instruct
huge congregations, and to make the old, old story new
and attractive to the same people throughout a lifetime.

I am.sure, too, that it keeps men out of mischief to set
about spreading the knowledge of Christ. The most use-
ful members ©of a church are usually those who would be
doing harm if -t-hey were not doing good. They .cannot

, 0

During-

be chips in the porridge, they must flavour it one way
or another. I know very well if T was not always at
work I should be sure either to worry myself or others,
for my brains will not imitate the dormouse, and take
a long sleep. To have nothing to do would kill some of
us outright. Active-minded idlers are a curse to any
community. Lazy members of churches, if they have
restless dispositions, become critical hearers, grumblers,
gossips, heretics, or schismatic. They -find pleaure in
giving pain. It is fine' {o see a sluggard lean over a
rail and find fault with those who are hard at work in
their shirt-sleeves; he says that they are out of order,
and ought to wear dress coats. It would be better if they
would ‘dress his coat for him. On a very hot day it is
very pleasant fo sit in a boat and find fault with the
two fellows ‘who are rowmg 80.hard that they drip with.
gweat. I know some who enjoy this d'ehghrt in a spiritual.

-gense, and also add to it the further joy of ‘criticizing:
the way in which the rowers feather their oars. If the
workers should turn round and say, “Try and do better
yourself,” they would be justified in 'the observation, and
I wish the idle gentlemen would accept such a bit of prac-
tical wisdom. Now, you with fault-finding tongues, use
your mouths for a better purpose, and we shall be less
troubled by you. Spare energy soon runs wild if it be
not yoked ‘to the gospel plough, Vines which bear little
fruit go all to wood,-and many of the branches run over
the wall.

It is a good thing for our young 'breth'ren to begin to
preach, because it arouses their natures. They discover-
points in themselves that they never knew were there;
frequently these«iscoveries are not-flattering, but humili-
ating, and this greatly benefits them, for anything is
good which lowers self-conceit. Other discoveries com-
fort and encourage 'them, for they find out faculties and
talents which were unperceived while they were silent.
No one knows what he é¢an do till he has tried, nor even
what he cannot do till he has made the attempt. When a
man begins to agonize for souls, ‘to persuade, and entreat
them to come to Christ, he 'discovers his own weakness,
and his need of the Holy Spirit; while further on, when
the Lord blesses him, he gladly perceives what great
strength can be put into him,  and how much his very
infirmities may be ovérruled to the glory of God. :

Though a man cannot preach at all, it may do him
great good to make the attempt, if he has any strong
impulses in that direction: for if he be a man of sense
the clear evidence of his inability will satisfy his con-
science, and enable him quietly to attend to more suitable
work. We. cannot all preach, amd there is no need we:
should, for it cannot be desirable that the ¢hurch should
be all mouth, since that would amount to its being one:
‘great vacuum, a sort of cave by the sea, famous for:
nothing but contending noises. There must be ears to
hear the gospel as well as lips to preach it; and it is not
an ill thing for a man to have attempted to preach when -
his failure léads him to become a good hearer, and a
diligent labourer in service more suitable to his abilities.

It is good for young mern to begin to preach becausé:
it is from among their ranks that the ministry niust be
recruited, and lay-preaching associations are often the
means of raising up and qualifying men who become able
ministers of the new covenant. Many a small church has
been a nursery of preachers. The very need of the people
has compelled them ‘to search out and encourage native .

¢
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talent. When a man stands up 'in the street to preach,
or talks to a dozen people in a cottage, he is putting out
his pound to interest as his Lord desires, and it grows by
being thus employed, till one talent becomes two, and
two becomes five, and five becomes ten. By exercising

“his gift the chosen servant of Christ goes from strength

to strength. Some of those who now occupy the fore-
most pulpits, -and are doing the greatest good, owe their
capacity under God to the constant habit of ‘preaching,
which commenced at first in a very small way. How
many times I have enJoyed preaching the gospel in a
farmer’s kitchen, or in a cottage or in a barn. - Perhaps
many people came to hear me because I was then a boy;
but I owed my earliest opportunities to the' Cambridge-

- Lay-preachers’ Association, which placed me urpon its
. -plan, anld kept me in constant work, 'till I became a vil-

lage pastor. I, 'ﬂherefore, ‘advocate such societies, and
wish ito see one of the like in every town. |

In my young days I fear I said many odd things and
made many blunders, but my a_udrlences were not hyper-
critical, and no newspaper writers dogged my heels, and~
so T had a happy training-school, in which by continual
practice I attained such a ‘degree of ready speech as I
now possess. There is no .way of learning to pre'a,ch

\

“to be all good men and true.
with his Spirit; fill your baskets .with living 'seed, and -

which can be compared with preaching itself.~ If you
want to swim you must get into the water, and if you at
the first make a ‘sorry exhiibition, never mind, for it is
by swimming a8 you can that you learn to swim as you
should. Hence we ought to be lenient with beginners, for
they will do better by-and-by. If young preachers in
Cambridge had_been discouraged and silenced, I might
not have found my.way here; and therefore I hope.l
shall be the last to-bring forth a wet blanket for any who
sincerely speak of (Christ, however humble may be their
endeavours. . If we slay ‘the striplings, where shall we
find our veterans" The fear of there being too many
preachers is the last which will.occur to me, I rejoice in
that passage of the psalm—“The Lord gave the word,
great was the company of those that published it.” Go
forth, young men, and proclaim among the people of this
vast city all the wonrds of this life. Among these millions
you will all of you'be few enough. The Lord make you

in diie season bring you back laden with many sheaves.
My heart is with you, my soul rejoices in your successes,
and 1 look to the great Head of the church through your
means to gatherin hig Ibloodhlboug‘ht ones.

.Ca"na'da's' :SehooI-

of the Prophéfs .

During the next few weeks there will appear in The Gospel Witness a
short account of the origin, history, and distinctive poSition of Toronto Baptist
Seminary. It is our profound conviction and that of the President, Trustees

and Faculty of the institution that the evangelical regular Baptist stand of the
Seminary is one-that is needed more than ever today.

-

-~ . y &

Should the interest in thls series be suffxcnent, we might reprmt the lnstory C

in booklet form.

CHAPTER ONE

ERE'S!Y in colleges means false doctrine throughout
the ch-urdhes to defile the fountain is to pollufe
the streams.” So spoke the great Charles H. Spurgeon.
on the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
founding of his Pastor’s «College. 'In that statement is
contained a truth which becomes more evident as the

" years pass and ‘the record.of seminary apostasy becomes’

more and more evident.

In the early part of this century and especw.lly in the
1920’s evangelicals or fundamentalists in the various de-
nominations found that the denominational colleges were

being virtually stolen by those who were really: Unitarians .

and sceptics. ‘Trust deeds-were violated, evangelical pro-
fessors and ‘trustees- silenced or expelled; and- the college
pirates were léft with a handsome loot. . ’
This situation pertained not only'in the United States
but also in' Canada. The chief difference seems to be
that a more concerted var_md effective protest was made in.
the south than was made in Canada. In this country the
theological liberals took over the Methodist and Presby-

terian colleges with lttle difficulty so that today it may -

be said that there’ is_no Breslbylterlan or Umlted 'Church
college-that is not mfested by modernism..

--In the case of the Baptists, however, there was a strénu-
ous ,ogn'troversy with regard to McMaster University.

. This story has been told in “The Great Contention” by

.

. ]
Dr. T. T. Shields.

again.-
Senator McMaster was a devotéd man of .God who left
his fortune for the establisthment of what is now known

as McMaster University. It was his great desire to leave-

the Baptists a first class educatlona] institution, built
upon sound Scriptiiral pmnmpl'es We fegl .that we could
not better summarize the aim of ‘Senator McMaster than
did THE GoSPEL WITNESS of October 12, 1922,

- “Toronto Baptist College was incorporatediin 1881
and the lands provided were transferred to the
trustees upon the.trusts set out in the deed. The

- act of incorporation was amended in 1885 “with a
view to securing to the denomination a more direct
voice in the management of the College, and to
otherwise increase the efficiency thereof.” In 1887
“An Act to unite Toronto Baptist College and Wood-
stock College under the name of McMaster Uni-
versity” was passed. That act transferred the
trusts of Toronto Baptist College to McMaster Uni-
versity and placed the ‘new institution. under the
contro] of the denomination and under the direc-
tion of a Board of Governors a.ppomlted by the Cen-
vention.

“The doctmnal dbllgatlons set out in the trust
deéd of Toronto Baptist College and ldter trans-
ferred to the University were as follows :

I pray him to anoint you °

In brief, however, we shall look at it

A
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“ ‘The Regular Baptlst Denomination, whereby is
_intended Regular Baptist Churches exclusively com-
N posed of persons who have been. baptized on a per-
sonal profession of their Faith in Christ, holding
and maintaining substantially- the following doc-
trines, that is to say: “The Divine inspiration of
the Scripture of the Old and New. Testaments and
their absolute supremacy and sufficiency in matters
of faith and practice, the existence of one living
and true God, sustaining the personal relation- of
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the same in essence
and equal attributes, the total and universal de-
pravity of mankind, the election and effectual call-
ing of all God’s people, the atoning efficacy of the
death of Christ, the free justification of believers in
Him by his imputed righteousness, the preservation
unto eternal life of the Saints, the necessity and
_efficacy of the influence of the Spirit in regenera-
tion and sanctification, the resurrection of the dead,
both just and unjust, the general judgment, the
everlastmg happmess ‘of the ng‘hteous and the’ever-
lasting misery of the wicked, immersion in the name
of the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, the only
‘Gospel baptism, that parties so baptized are alone
entitled to Communion at the Lord’s table, and that
a Gospel church is a body of baptized believers vol-
-untarily associated 'together for bhe service of
Gd 9

- Weare moreover told that the act of Incorporation of
1880 further sought to reduce the possibility of the Uni:
versity falling into the hands of other than Regular Bap- .
tists for it. declared that the University was not to be
used “for any other purposes than those set out in said
deed.” 1t is interesting to-observe that the trust deed
of McMaster University is identical with that of Jarvis
Street Baptist Church where Senator McMaster was a .
member.

In the light of such a comprehens'xve and binding de-
claration of faith, it would' seem that the University was
forever committed to a cértain historic stand. There was
no attempt to force this belief upon outsiders but the

- express intent of the late Senator McMaster was to endow
a University which would stand for thé- Regular Baptist
position. This ideal of higher education was described
by the editor of THE GOSPEL ‘WITNESS in thiy way—
““What then do Baptists mean by ‘Christian’ in the phrase
‘Christian Education’? Surely we must mean that view
of the Christian religion which is distinctively Baptist.
Therefore ‘Christian’ and ‘Baptist’ education, in the view
of a Baptist, are one and the same. 1t cannot be expected
that Baptist churches will support educational institu-
tions whose principles are contrary to the principles. for
whose propagation Baptist churches exist. . But no one

'mtends by the use of such terms as Baptist or Chris-
tian education that every professor shall include in every
lecture some dissertation on Baptist principles, That
would be as impossible as it would be absurd. But the
Baptist view is that a Christian is a Christian every-
where, and in all things; that if a man confesses Jesus
Christ as Lord, his subjection to Christ will colour even
his thinking; and that then, no matter -what subject he
may teach, whether it be history, or science, or languages,
or literature, or psychology or sociology, or political
economy or theology,-he will view everything from a
Christian standpoint, and 'there will be a savor of Christ
in ali h’x\s teaching; and his devotion to Christ will c_om-

pound the principles of the gospel into a. precious nard
which will become diffused by His presence until the
thouse is filled with the odour, of the ointment; and the
very atmosphere becomes charged with spiritual vitality.”

Despite the commendable caution and fine declaration
of the late Senator McMaster the enemy soon crept in
so that alert men were forced to protest. Among these
vigilant guards were Dr. Harris of Toronto Bible College
and Dr. T. T. Shields of Jarvis Street Baptist Church.
These men sought to warn the Convention of McMaster’s
downward trend and in 1919 at the Ottawa Convention
the - Convention reaffirmed its adherence to the great
truths in the trust deed. -

In 1922 Dr. Shields urged that three of the governors
be not returned by the Convention. He declared, “In
view of the fact that the three gentlemen we have named
are known to be out of ‘harmony with some of the very
principles written into the act of Incorporation and the
Trust deed of the University and in view of the vacant
Chancellorship, if these were re-elected in the face of the

-known facts, .their election would constitute a reversal of
every decision of the denomination respecting our dis-
tinctive principles hitherto taken. We might then expect
a Modernist Chancellor and the launching of the Uni-
versity on a course of aggressive Modernism. Such a re-
sult is to us unthinkable!”

In the August 28 issue of THE GOSPEL WITNESS in 1923,
there is a short anouncement that Jarvis Street Baptist
‘Church had “re-arranged lits mission budget and put
Christian Education on a special list” with the intent that
the monéy should be forwarded “only to those causes
which command their whole-hearted confidence.” * The \
University was quickly forfeiting the steadily declining
confidence which it had enjoyed in the denomination.

Still, however, evangelical Baptists endeavoured to cor-
rect the situation from within. This endeavour was car-
ried on wuntil it became perfectly evident that the mod--
ernist element in thé convention had a death hold of this
once powerful institution. The thirty years which have
passed since this great struggle, have more than justified
the protests which were then made for the McMaster of
today (1955) is absolutely loosed from the original moor-
fings and s in no sense of the word a Regular Baptlst
college nor even a Christian institution.

('To be continued next week)

FULNESS OF CHRIST

When you contemplate the Saviour, you find all the
virtues enshrined in him; other men are stars, but he is
a constellation, nay, he is the whole universe of stars
gathered into one galaxy of splendour; other men- are
gems and jewels, but he is the crown imperial, where
every jewel glitters; other ‘men finish but a part of the
picture, and the background is left, or else there is some-
thing in the foreground that is but roughly touched, but.
he finishes the Whole; not the minutest portion is negleet-
ed; the character is perfect and matchless. If I look at
Peter, 1 admire his courage; if I look at Paul, T wonder
at his industry and devotedhess 'to the cause of God; if
T look at John, I see the loveliness and gentleness of his
bearing; but when I look to .the Saviour, I am not so
much attracted by any one particular virtue' as by the
singular combination of the whole. There are all the
spices. — the stacte, and the onycha, and the galbanum,
and the pure frankincense; the varied perfumes combine
to make up one perfect confection. —C. H. SPURGEON
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For Younger Readers
EXPERT INSECT PAPERMAKERS
The first and original papermakers were social wasps,
particularly the slender-waisted true wasps and the hor-
nets. It is not unlikely that man first learned the rudi-
mentary principles of papermaking from these insects.
Man has developed the art to a high degree but it took

him a long time to learn-how to use the raw material—-

wood pulp—which wasps use exclusively. Wood fibres
from the dead limbs of trees and other exposed wood sur-
faces are gathered by the wasps, worked by. the mandibles
and thoroughly mixed with the mucilaginous secretion of
the salivary glands. This converts it into a crude kind
of paper. To improve ithe quality of the product it is
allowed to dry, then chewed up and mixed with saliva
again. This process may be repea.ted several times if a
particularly tough durable paper is desired.

The slender-waisted wasp with which.most of out read-
ers are familiar uses this paper to construct a comb of
cells similar in form and appearance to the honeycomb of
bees. A stem -consisting principally of tough salivary
paste is attached to a.ceiling, the under side of an attic
rafter or other support and the comb is built onto it, the
bottom or closed ends of the cells up. An egg is deposited
in each cell. Partially paralyzed insects are supplied to
feed the young. Sweets from flowers and honéydew from
aphids are also favorite baby-wasp foods.

Hornets, which are stouter in appearance than the slen-
der-wasted wasps, use the same kind of paper to build
large spherical nests which they suspend from branches
of trees, bushes, etc. When the colony increases in number
the workeis rip out a side of the old nest and build more
cells, carrying a new protecting wall of waterproof around
the addition and cementing it to the old. There are sev-
eral horizontal combs built together, separated by fine

-galleries. Hornets are industrious workers and excellent
housekeepers. Their colonies are organized practically
the same as colonies of begs and ants, being made up of
a queen, workers and drones.—The Pathfinder.

.ONLY A COG

i “It's -just the same, day after day,” said Dorothy —

“housework and mending, and shopping, and ‘marketing
to make the money go as far as it.cap, and “the club and
church, and then all ‘over again. I'm gettmg to feel just
like one cog in a great big wheel. I don’t count. What,
difference does it make what T do, or whether I do any-
thing at all? Anyone else could make father and the boys
just about as comfortable as I do, for I haven't learned

to be very much of a housekeeper yet.”

Lucy took up a pair of scissors and snipped out a few
lines from the morning paper. *“Here, catch!” she said,

~ and tossed it over. Dorothy caught it as ‘it fluttered

-down. “Read it aloud,” said Lucy. She had just come to
live next door, and Dorothy | had taken a fancy to her
laughing, clever face.
“Pride in humility,” read Dorothy. .Oh, it’s one of

those ‘line-o-cheer’ things. : _

‘I'm, but a cog in life’s vast wheel

That daily makes the same old trip,

Yet what o joy it is to feel

. That but for me the wheel might slip!
*Tis something, after all, to jog
Along, and be o first-class cogl”” -

.“Just 80,” said Lucy, “There’s your answer, in the daily
paper. I noticed it, because I often feel the same way
that you describe. I suppose everyone does. Probably

- kings do.” Dorothy pondered. “I think I'll learn that by

heart,” s‘he sald and she did. —Grace and Truth

COMMUNION WITH GOD’S SPIRIT

I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day.—Rev. 1:10.

No day will help thee, if thou art not in the epirit
of the day. No outward 'thing however beautiful would
give thee of itself the sense of beauty. There might
be spread before thee the most gorgeous scene on which
the eye ever gazed, and there might be given thee the
keenest eye that ever gazed on scene; but if -thou hadst
not the sympathy in thy soul it would be all in vain. How
often has the day been bright above thee, and yet has
failed to give thee a sense of its joy? When the heart
is preoccupied with sorrow, the beauty of nature is not
beautiful; ‘it is almost an offense. It is hard that the sun
should shine so bright when thou art bereft and weary.
It is hard that the bird should sing when thy heart is
weeping. It is hard that the roses should bloom when
thy life is withered. So hast thou oft-times felt, och, my
souﬂ A mere day will not help thee—not even a Lord’s
day.” The holiest Sabbath rest will be nothing to, thee
if thou hast not rest within, What to thee are the me-
morial songs of resurrection if thine own spirit be dead?
What to thee are the prayers of the assembled throng
if thou hast ceased to feel that there is aught worth
desiring? What to thee is the stillness of the outward
calm if it is but thy leisure hour for inward strife?

Spirit of ‘the day, spirit of the Lord’s day, come in'to'
my heart and life! Bring down the sunshine and the calm
and the 'wor-shirp. Bring down the joy of self-forgetfulness
that I may learn the blessedness of thanksgiving. Bring
down the resurrection life that I may take up the re-
surrection song. Make me a Sabbath within that I may
behold its mirror without; then shall my days be in spirit
the days of the Lord. —GEORGE. MATHESON
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. Lesson 10

GOOD KING JOSIAH
Lesson Text: 2 Chronicles 34:1-13. .
Golden Text: “Lord, I have loved the 'habltatlon of thy house
and the place where thine honour dwelleth.”—Psalm 26: 8/

I. Cleansing the Land: verses 1-7. 7
Good King Hezekiah was succeeded by his wicked son Amon
and grandson Manasseh (2 Kings 21:1, 2, 19, 20), but his

" great-grandson Josiah followed in the ways of David. When

Josiah was but a lad of sixteen he:.began ito seek after the
God of David (2. Chronicles 19:3). Even the very little ones
can come to the Lo The impressions of e acﬁl childhood
are lasting, a fact which makes Bible School ite

important and worth-while task.

At the age of twenty, King Josiah began to purge the land,
destroying all ‘the images and other tokens of 1dolatry
throughout the land of Judah.' In a public ceremony ‘he seat-
tered the dust of the images upon the graves of the idolaters,
that all the people might see this demonstration of his policy
(2 Kings 23:6). For the same reason he burned the bones
of the idolatrous priests upon the altars which they had used
in their profane acts of sacrifice to heathen gods (1 Kings
138:2; 2 ngs 23:20).
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" then he was.to hand it over %o the overseers, who in turn May 30—Moses Breaks Down: an.Idol ..

-
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After c'lea.nsmg Jerusaleth and his own kingdom of Judah, c’hurch are the only ones quahfled to conduct its business, and
King Josiah toured the cities where .Jived the faith rem- the financial arrangements are as important as the religious
nant in Israel, who would Took to the King of Judah for pro- services, . The system of church management ullus!tra'ted in
tection, now bhat many from Israel had been deported to these wrran.gemenlbs harmonizes with the directions given in
Assyria (2 Kings 17:6). In these cities he camed out a- the. Word of God. There are those who administer their own

similar program. personal affairs with great care, but who neglect to use the °

This process of purging was continued until .bhe exg'hteem:h same wisdom in the affairs of dhe church. This ought not
year of his reign. Idols must be cast down, and evil must SO to be, The Christian testimony of the church makes it
be put away, before the Lord can bless (1 Sam. 7:3; 2 Chron. imperative that business matters be conducted with honesty,
7:14; Isa. 55:7). Pruning must precede " frmt-bearmg (John care and .discretion: all things must be done decently and in
15: 2), and the land must be ploughed and cleared before the - Order (1'Cor. 14:40; 1 Tim. 3:1-18; 4:13-16; Tit. 1:5-9).

" seed. 15 sown. (Jer. 4:3; Hos. 10:12; Luke 13:6-8).- Such pre- The record s'balbes that ibhose Lewtes who supervised -the

m k rs. for one. dare’ not hurry the musical portion of the services were among the overseers
ga:‘it&x;ymévsv ?,;ktheaﬁ’o? sepl%etaofs(}& ¢ . Y (Verse 12), as well as those Levites in charge of the sacri-
- ' .fices and sacred rites.”It is possible that the singers and

II. 'Repairing the Temple: verses 8-13. instrumentalists sang and played hymns ‘of praise as the
King Josiah com‘mumd'ed that the temple_be clea.nsed and- . work progressed. The music in our churches. should-be of
.repaired, for it had not been repaired since the reign of Joash, . high spiritual ‘tone to lead the people in the worship, of-God.
. 259 years before (2 Kings 12:4, 5). Not only had it been The same. orderly precision observed in the financial ar-

’

profaned by the presence of 1dbl's and desecrated by the rangements for repairing the temiple was. apparent in. 'bhe_'

wicked practices of ;the previous monaz‘chs (2. Kungs¢23 6-8), ‘work itself. The carriers, artisans, Workmen, secéretaries,
but it was by this ‘tmne practically in ruins. As. long as idols
are permitted to remain in the believer’s heart;, which is the own supervisors, who were responsible o the leaders. Church
temiple of the Holy Spirit, 'ﬁhey desﬁroy his peace, hls power organization should be a means to an end, but should not be
and his testimony. - regarded as an end in itself. The spiritual aims of the church

porters all did their work in a systemiatic way under their -

King Josiah was a wise ad‘rmms‘tra:tor He,did not monopo- Will be advanced when all organizations of.the church hold .

lize the work, but chose three leaders to diréct the cleansing - these aims as supreme.
and repairing of the temple (Deut. 1:9-15); Shaphan m’ﬁg Jos1ah repaired and restomed the 'temple, tthe house. bf the

seribe, who was evidently 'the chief -director “(Jer. 26:24; Lord,“because he loved it (Golden Text), and I,‘e loved -the'
29:3; 36: :10-13), Maaseish, one of the governors. of the city - temple, because he loved the—Lord ‘Himself and had regard
(Jer. 21:1; 29:21, 25) and Joah the recorder. Mhese men Ior His honour. Great spiritual blegsing in. his*kingdom

,conferred W1|ﬁh 'H1lk1alh the High Priest, who was to count Came-as' the result of his labours (verses 14-28).
"Yhe money which had -been countributed by the Deople, and Daily Bible Readings

Exodus 32:7-20
Judges 6:25-32
Kings 18:31-40
2 Ohromeles 14:1-5

paid the workmen. . Thus, every man did what he was best May 81—Gideon Cuits Down a Grove
-qualified to do, and 'all worked ha.nmomously together. “To June 1—Elijah Destroys Id01a'tmu-s P
every man his- work” is a sound prmmple in the service of June 2—Asa Destro

the Lord (Mark 13:34). June 3—Hezekiah De'stroys Ido -2 Kings 18:1-5
The leaders could safely be ttru!sted they did then' work June 4—Manasseh Destroys Idols ronicles 83:11-15
faithfully (2 Kings 12:15; 2 Kings 22:7).-- Faithfulness is the June, 5—'0hnts*t Cleanses the Temple ... John 2:13-22
" one indispensable’ qua;luﬁcatmn for the Lord’s service, yet it . Suggested Hymns -
i cghnpafxi‘ahveh;nﬂa:re ]t3,1fb1e %ehcigl teaoh:n's“'al'bld schg(l)ali,s, . W&xen the hieart made s pure. -
urch officers members should aim at all times: to be ]
faithiful to the Lord and to one another. Llove Thy Kingdom, Lord.

Pleasa.nt are Thy courts above. -

- The overseers were some of, the «chief officers from among . i - 0 worship the Lord in the beauty of lhdlmess -
the Levites, the men responsuble ifor the conduct of the public 'How honoured, how dear!
- worsghip in the 'temp e, -The spiritually-minded men of the - The Church’s one : founda!!:mn.

-
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THE PRIEST THE WOMAN AND THE CONFESSIONAL
" BY FATHER CHINIQUY U

Agam The Gospel -Witness makes thls valuable book available to thg public

- Itis “must” reading forall Protestants and for all Roman Catholic husbands
. . and parents. : ’

v

o A complete exposure of the confessmnal o _— S
.. - & Written by a former priest of- 1rreproachable cnharacter -' Lot
- ‘e Documented w1th quotations from’ Roman Catholic wnters

e 144 large pages — $1.00-

Order today from: - THE GOSPEL WITNESS : . _
' . Lo 130 Gerrard St. E. i RN
. ' ’ . Toronto 2, “Ontario’ L, - - :
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