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'SPONSORED BY CANADIAN ,,c‘oUNCIL OF CHURCHES !

"TEACHING OF DR. NELS FERRE

N THE past two issues of THE GOSPEL WITNESS we
made some very serious charges against Dr. Nels
‘Ferre and the :Canadian 1Council of Churches which spon-
- sored him ‘in a meeting in Toronto. Opportunity was
given Dr. Ferre and the Council to deny these charges
in ithe pages of THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS but we have had
absolutely nmo reply. The old adage must apply here —
“Silence is consent”. By the silence we can only con-
clude that our every statement is conceded to be true
_and that the Canadian Council of Churches openly de-
* clares itself to be committed to an anti-Christian plat-
form. If such is 'the case, then sides can be drawn up
and the cry passed along — “Wheo is on the Lord’s side?”
Let this be .clear to every reader — it is absolutely
"impossible to be on God’s side and at the same time to
acquiesce to this God-dishonouring teaching. The Bible
and Dr. Nely Ferre cannot both be right. One 'is wrong!
Let those who want to stake their future upon the misty
promises of teachers such as Dr. Ferre realize that they
stand upon shaky and unproven ground. No Christian
will so dishonour God as to believe for one moment that
the word of any mortal is above the infallible Word of the
living God. .
' Dr. Ferre’s Teaching

" Since our challenge has not been aceepted, we shall pro-
ceed to outline briefly Dr. Ferre's ‘teaching on eight
points. The quotations which we give are taken directly
from his book ‘“The iChristian Understanding of God”
(published by Harper & Brothers, New York, and dis-

. tributed in Canada by Musson Book, Toronto).

1. The Bible Is Not the Word of God

“When Protestants set up the Bible as an external au-
thority, they showed their need of a ‘paper pope’.” (p. 178)
“Infallibility belongs 'to God alone and no human being
nor any human group dare rightfully to claim that pre-
rogative. Yet we idolize the rélative  and freeze history
into- perversion and impotence. Or ‘the book’ hecomes
perfect! Even the words become considered inerrant. Fear-

- ful human beings, claiming a liberating Gospel, barricade
themselves behind a book. God’s historic help in the Bible

becomes frustrating Biblicalism. God’s good means is thus
defiled through its perversion. The false use becomes
demonic and destructive; and faith flees.” (p. 179)

“What, however, of the historic credibility of the rec-
ords? The records are obviously confused-and accounts
do not always seem to agree. . , . It may well be that
L Corinthians 15 is heavily edited.” (p. 214)

“The scribes and Pharisees still murmur because Jesus
receives sinners. Even those who wrote the Bible had to

- sponsor such attitudes, even to the point of making the

saints clamor for revenge. How sad is such a state of
the spirit reflected even in the New Testament.” (p. 233) .

II. Christ Was Not Sinless

“We ‘have no way of knowing even, that Jesus was sin-
less, but such a claim is irrelevant to the reality of the
incarnation. Such a proposition woild, for that matter,
depend mostly on some literal claim in the Bible. Such
claims there are, but the Bible used in this external man-
ner becomes a distinct danger to living faith.” (p. 186)

“In the case of the Syrophoenician woman-we find Jesus
affirming a narrow, nationalistic mission to the lost sheep
of Israel and answering the foreigner with unnecessary
sharpness even 'as the new vision broke in on him, accom- °
panied with momentary pain even in his decision for good.
He léarned to be good and such learning was certainly
accompanied by typical human reactions.” (p. 187)

“Many of the passages where he speaks of himself, if
allowed as at all genuine in import, are almost neuroti-

" cally self concerned and invidious of others as thieves and

robbers. Even his faith in the sword of thé Spirit seems
to have cooled off, and bitterly he seems to have warned
his disciples that they would also need other methods. He
seems hard rather than understanding in his relation to
the Pharisees.” (p. 188)

“Sinlessness is a-bloodless category, making an anemic

> saviour.” (p. 201)

“The disciples, Jesus .perhaps knéw, could not yet bear
these implications. It may be of course, that Jesus him-
self mever saw them.” (p. 246) L

III. Jesus Christ Was Not Virgin Born; May Have
Been Son of German Soldier; Probably Joseph’s Son

“Strange, however, is the hold which this deectrine in
its more literal form has on countless people. Reference
to the Virgin Birth is not found in Paul’s letters, the
earliest writings we have. It is not found in Mark, the

N
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K origlnal Gospel. It mnot found in the various epistles of

- the new Testament. It.is not found in the Johannine tradi-
tion., As'a matter of fact, the reference in-John to.the

- claim ‘by- the. Jews ‘to the ‘effect that they were-not born .
in adultery -could- give.external credence to .a Nazi claim’

that Jesus was German. Mary, wé remember, was found
pregnant before hei engagement to'mild Joseph, NaZzareth

been blond. This is supposedly unnatural for the Medit-
terranean cowitries where this saime tradition started and
was continted. - Hence Jesus must have been the child of
a German soldier! ~After all,’ the claim develops, such -is
the experience of many girls fiear military camps.

great genius, spiritual agony, and serene victory “would. .

thus be accounted for, as far as the unusual conditions go
-which gave him the chance to_respond in an exceptlonal

- manner in the fullness of:time.” Such ancinterpretation has .

" -been made"of his-life, and- who'can deny that such a con-
-jecture COULD be true?” (p. 191) -

“The birth stories are, to be'sure, most improbable on .
- other grounds, .and perhaps, for this reason, the simplest.
- thing.to bélieve miay be that Joseph was the matural father
*Certainly it seems queer *for Joseph to. have
_taken along an unmarried girl, nine months- pregnant, on '

of, Jesus.
such a hazardous trip as to.Bethlehem for the sake of

- (o

. " IV.  Denial of Real Delty of the Lord Jesus Christ .

- “But if Jesus takes the place of God, we still have .-
. idolatry. He-is the mediator, not the- eternal God.” (p. " {

'-22) N

-
V. Jesus Chnst Not Umque Nor Is the Chnstlan -
Soe Rehglon Supreme - P
"We -must remember, however; that ‘God’s gracious pur-

. ‘pose in Christ Jesus’ is.the totahty of . God’s activity, and

though ¢onclusively expressed in’ the historic Jesus, must
. not be limited to him.”"(p. 224). -

‘ *It is not mecessary to know the historic Jesus in order
.. for God’s will and way to be accepted.- The eternal God

is not exhausted by the historic Jesus and not to be equated

with him .in such a sense. In_the eternities the Word has
often taken flesh, and we can lay down no rule that would
-+ limit the- freedom of -God and the efficacy of the -Son and

the Spirit. Apart from the Christ and the Spirit, how-.

ever, no one can’'eyer be made whole and- completed, for

_ they are the/very presupposltlons of reality ltself.”

(p. 224)

“In the one mew world, where great cultures and re-.

ligloms must meet side by side, we shall rightly bhe con-
.- quered as ‘we now ‘are being to some extent by Hinduism
" and Buddhism, which have had and still have a_far higher
eachatology than the major sections of actual Christen-
- dom . (p. 247) : .

-VI. All Men Will Be- Saved'
: “The final destiny, of man, as.far as its general nature

.- goes, we do, however, know; namely, to be with God and »

to share ‘in His - creative fellowshlp through all efernity.
Staggering is this truth, but as sure as. the-

be satisfied with nothing less.' The past, too, is within the
- presemt in as far' as it exists, ready .to_be reworked, re-
. arranged, redirected. The air bubbles will be kneaded out
- of -the ‘dough! . Whatever ‘of the past is”canceled out has
- mot“even -am old check:to show for itself. It is completely

likely forgotten or.else remembered through the beautiful
: zpread )of forglveness, as an aspect of aboundmg grace.”
D. 2 .

“But the severlty of God will lead us along with His
goodness to our evemtual repentance.” (p. 239)

" “The total logic of the' Bible, however, is forthright and

" ° . fine. GOD WOULD 'HAVE ALL TO BE SAVED. AND
! WITH GOP ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE. Either God --
- . would not- or céuld not effect such a soverexg'n victory of .

,His love, but He can.and vnll l” (r. 246)

was hard by a Roman garnson where the soldlers‘ were '
) Gérmarn mercenaries. ‘Jesus is ‘also reported ‘throughout a-,."'
" continuous part of the history-of art, it is claimed, to have- -

. and in defence of the faith once delivered to the Saints. '

I\”.ﬂh?eu Peslpeldheayadm
i

Dayxi!ég)any taxes! The stones seem forced. througbout.”. ', .
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. ment of justicé' in the sérvice of reclamatory love. All
- those*who love; and supremely God, require that..
. one in hell is also completely lmportant to God, ‘and wnth-
. out the salvation “unto this last” God.eannot be sovereign
istian un- -
“derstanding of God. Dlvme love can be’ satisfied and need . -

gone into ‘nonbeing. With God it is forgiven and most g )
. hell.” (p. 237).

“tion was actually intended'by some.of the writers of the - -

- not is- umcertam ” (p. 245)

- -

VIL. Hell Is Not a Place of li‘tenial Punishment

“Eternal hell is naturally out of the question, both as A

subjustice and as sublove. No Luman judge has a right to™
infliét infinite punishment ifor finite transgression.” The
very conception of an etermal "hell is monstrous and an’
insult to the conception.ofilast things in other rehg'lons,
not to mention the. Christian doctrine 6f God’s sovereign
- love ...... That such a doctrine could be conceived; not to -
mentlon belleved, shows how far from any understauding
of the love of God many people once were and alas, still
are!” (. 228) :

“There are no mcorrlglble sinners; God. has no perman-
‘ent problem children. Heaven, to those who-truly love all;
.can be heaven. only when it has emptied hell. Tberefore
the good of each and of all requlres that hell bé an instru-

Each'

Jlove. The Good Shepherd ‘insists’ on finding the hundredth

_sheep. The MERCY of God, says the Bible, is-EVER- . ." .’
LASTING; and love NEVER fails. “What,’ t)hen, is hell

and how does it serve God’s purposes?” (p. 229
“It cannot be eternal.” (pi 230)-
“An eternal hell is mcomgruous,

gories.” (p. 234) °

“ . .. heaven can be heaven only. when it has emptied

L0

a Talse inlxlng*of cate. *

“What mhuman hardness of heart could ever fashion 8o
horrible a view as eternal hell and then connect it in any .
way with the boundless love." (p. 238) -

“We think that it is at least likely that eternal damna- :

Bible. We cannot be sure, but we think this to be-at least -
highly . probable e Whether Jesus taught eternal Jhell or_

\> f e - ..

4
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: ) VIII Purgatoryl!! N
“Hell is also to be distingunished from‘purgatory. Wluli
“that term is ‘mot miich used by Protestant writers; 1
- nevertheless stands for an important truth in the realm .
. of last thlngs." (p. 230) . .,
“When a person dies, though' eompletely forgnven, he

N _-- may still have untold consequences for which he must help
.-to-pay.” The righteousness of God is 'vindicated, the sinner -

’being enabled. and thankful to ‘participate ;in the work.of
reconstruction.’ Purgatory stands for this ‘truth of recon-.
- struction of consequencés after death in whatever proper
medium God may. have prepared. . Hell is for the bad;
- purgatory for the repentant. Hell leads away from.
héaveén; purgatory is a necessary corridor to heaven. Pur-

this one, for God has much time to make-a rich product,
to foster wonderful children.” (p. 231) - .
“Perhaps purgatory will he in hell.” (p 232)

"By the mldes‘t stretch of 'the 1mag1nat10n this. teaoh-

ing cannot be described as 'Christian nor can either the .

teacher or his sponsors be said to be doirig the work.of *

".God as ‘we ha.ve it desu‘afbed in 'thse mele Thls doctrme

and program represents & religious fifth colimn_of the
 first order as such men have the, presumption to hold an
-unbiblical posxtlon and still pose as-IChristian teachers.

No one cdn'deny t6° Dr. Ferre and hiis associates the right

- to. believe and teach whatever they desire but surely-it .

is not too much’ tto ask that they be honourable and cease ~ -

'-posmg as Christians and cease: using pulpits’ and.semin- : .

aries that wére lbullt with, C-hrxstlan money. If théy are. .
persuaded that their viéws.are right, then let them seek
to propagate them under itheir..own banner rather than
under the protection of the churches of God. .

As you read these statemenrts ‘of Dr.. Ferre, you will

gatory may last through many lives and existences after mnotice rthat his position is nearly that of the Jéhovah Wit-

nesses with regard to the low estimate of the person of

- -Christ, the teaching ‘of a second chance after death and

the -denial of-. eternal punishment. We can respect” the
Jehovah Witnesses more.than we can "Dr. Ferre for they -
have broken with the chum'hes and do not seek to hide
their: colours Iby remaining ‘within an- mstltutlon thh .

. whose hustonc v1ews ‘they are opposed

THE TESTIMONY OF THE LATE EDITOR -

N EXAMINATION of 'the papers and Ibelong'mgs of -

"Dr..Shields disclosed a document which he ‘had writ-

ten nineteen years ago. . It is entitled, “The Last Will and-

morning service in Jarvis Street and ‘we felt that it was

" . of such interest that the-readers of THE .GOSPEL WITNESS

would want to keeip the’ testimony for future reference.

THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF
"~ - DR. T. T. SHIELDS
‘Dated Jamuary 20th, 1936
1 leave this as my confessmn and as the ground of my’

. -‘hope for the. fiture.

I preached my, first sermon ‘in January, 1894 just
forlt/y-rt'wo years ago. ' I have been a Pastor contmuous'ly
since October, 1894. In all that time I have had but one
‘I have no

oh, 8o many! — sins have all beén washed away by His
preciois blood, and that He has given me -eternal life.

_In this hope I have'lived, and in this hope I shall die.

* I enttreat-all whom I love, and whom I have named.in

-this document, to hold fast by this Gospel. I have proved
the Bible to be 'bhe Word of God times without number. I

" marvel at the grace which has saved me, which has'

abounded to. me the chief of sinners..I love the Saviour.

- Who died for us — Lord, Thou knowest that I love Thee!
-And: when this document ghall have legal force by “the

death of the testa'tor” 1 shall, by g'race, haye entered into

possession of my inheritance which'is even now mine by -’

fthe death of the Testator, and shall be “wrth Chnrlsit whlch
is far better.” :

) -“Eresmcehyvfauthlsa'wthestream S
’ " . Thy flowing wounds supply,
" Redeeming love has been my theme,
' And shall be till T die.-

“When thls poor lisping stammenng 'tongue
-7 Liés silent in the grave,
N Then in a nobler sweeter song
’ I’ll ging Thy power'! to save.” .
I have" had a stormy hfe I fear I have ma,de some~

a"' . - ' . IR

Mr. 'Slade read it at the _

" the apple of Thine eye!

enemles, but could I reach thexr ears or eyes, I would .
beg them to "beliéve that I have been zealous for the
Gospel, and have not. willingly hurt anyone. I regret
nothing of my contention for the faith, save that I

" ‘have not striven more heroxcally and, contmuausly for the

glory of (Christ and His Gospél-

I commend ithe -dear churéh I have lovedl and shall fove .
for ever, to her exalted Head. .Oh, how T have loved
Jarvis Street — every member, past and fpresent ‘— and-

" the thousands of dear children with whom 1 have had to

do. Oh, Thou Shepherd of the s'heep, save and ‘keep them
all for- ever' : )
" As-T write I seem’ to get a 'ghmvpse of the Sawours
heart as He prayed (John 17) for those Hé was about -
to leave behind. .Oh, Lord, keep dear Jarvis Street as -
Let no Modernist preach in her
Dulpit! Keep all the ‘dear people true "to Christ and His
Gospel. 'Send a man to take my plice who ~shall so preach

- the gospel in the power of the Spirit, that the glory of

Jarvis Street’s future shall echpse the splendour of- her
most fruitfu] years..

To my dear people T 1éave this word: I love you aIl and ’
pray that I may meet you all in, ‘the Happy. Morning. Land.
I can smcerel'y borrow Ruther{ord’s sentlment and say:

Fair Jarvis ‘Street Toronto, _

- To methou still art dear: . ) 2
- E’en from'the verge of heaven . - ” :

-Ill drop for theeatear; .. - = .. .

Oh, if one soul from Jarvis Street,
Meet me at God's right hand,

.My Heaven will be two Heavens -

© In Immanuel’s land.”

I leave this -expression of Christian affectlon for the -
Office Staff, the Deacons of the. Church, the Superin-

. tendent, Offlcers,,and Teachers of our great School, and -
- for-the Church- as a whole, and commend them tto God and
the Word of His grace.

1 especlally urge the Deacons of the Church' to be watch-
ful and patient in mecommendmg to the church a succes-

‘sor.." Make' sure, albsolutely sure, that he us free from all -

Modermstm tamt. .-

-~ —
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S From Our Files &-

Thirty Years Ago, THE GOSPEL WITNESS May 21, 1925
—THE 'GOSPEL 'WITNESS of th'lrby years ago speaks of
blessing at the regular services of the church. Under
the heading “Last Sunday’s Serv1ces" the, followmg ap-"
pears:—

The Pastor returned from Memrphls on Saturday.\ Sun-
day was a day of blessirig in all services. At the morn-
‘ing, servicé the Pastor began the sixteenth year of his
pastorate. On reach'mg his office on ‘Saturday, the Pas-
tor found a very gracious letter written on behalf ‘of the

Deacons and Deaconnesses, and signed by Mr. Geo. Green- .

way. These faithful friends had hung within view of the
Pastor’s desk a fine portrawt of his father, the late Rev.
T, T. Shields. A fine bouquet of flowers, also; had been
placed upon the desk.

- On Sunday a magnificent bouquet of flowers was prla:ced
in the pulpit, and before the sermon Deacon Brownlee
came to the platform and read the following address:

“Dear Dr. Shields:

. “We, the members of Jarvis Street Ohurch Bxble
School, and congregwtxon generdlly, wish to extend
to you this morning ouf most sincere and hearty
greetmg on 'the occasion of your entrance upon the
gixteenth year of ministry in this place. We could
not permit the day to pass without expressing our_
esteem for you personally and our appreciation of
your able and indefatigable work in our midst. We
- are deeply indebted to you, in view of your outstand-
ing and always helpful pulpit ministry. We rejoice

- fin the plan of salvation made plain, and in the mes-
sage of comfort, caution, and counsél, consistently
given: to the people of God. Your preaching is al-
ways a.blessing to us. Your insight and vision have
often pointed the way to paths we otherwise might
not have known. Your leadership has prompted us

« to lines of endeavour from which, without it, we
would have shrunk. Your fearlessness has inspired

us with a confidence which otherwise we would not
have attained. We warted you to know that now,
after all these years, you occupy, more than ever
before, a large place in the affection and regard
of your people; hence these brief lines. We would
unitedly assure you of our loyal support- and co-
operation as you continue your iministry among us.

“On behalf of the church and eongregatmn,

(Signed),

" Geo. Greenway
Jas. 'G. Hyde
- Chas. Brownlow
Fred Turney
~ L . Harold G. Humphries
‘ L. F. Shields
E. A. Brownlee

The Pastor replied, expressing his Joy at being home
again in the best church, and among the most affection--
ate people, in the world. The text was from Acts 26:
22-23: “Having therefore obtairied -help.of God, I don-
tinue unto this day, witnessing both to small and great,
saying none other things than those which the prophets
and Moses did say should come: That Christ should suf-
fer, and that he should be the firet that should rise from
the dead, and should shew light unto the people, and fo

‘socials, conitests, and drives, but to no avail.

-

the Gentiles.” At the close of the service twenty-four re-
&ponded to the fiivitation. .

In the evening the church was paeked to 1'ts utmost
capacity with- large numlbers of people standing, while
large numbers were turned’: -away. The sermon of the

evening appears ellsewhere '11’]1 this issue. Seven believers'

were baptized. L

THE DEATH OF MRS. PRAYER MEETIN G-
We note 'in'the Free Will Echo 'thajt Mrs. Prayer Meet-

ing is dead. In the belief that friends of the deceased -

might be interested, we print the death notice. -

Mrs. Prayer Meeting died' recently at the First Ne-
glected Church on Worldly Avenue. She was born many
years ago in the midst of great revivals and deep spiritu-
ality. She grew t6 be a strong and healthy child, fed
mostly on testimony and Bible study. She was educated

in the school of Christian service, under the supervision'

and teaching ability of the famous world wide teachers,
the Holy Spirit and the D'xvme 'Seriptures. She soon grew
to womanhood and was prominent throughout the -world
for a number of years, and was one of the most influ-
ential members of this famous church family.

For the last several yedrs, Mrs. Prayer Meeting has
been in failing health and gradually wasting away until
receritly ,she 'was rendered almost helpless by the stiff-
ness of knees, coldhess of heart, weakness of purpose,
lack of will power, and inactivity.

At the last she was but a shadow of her former self..
Her last words wére whispered 1nqu1r1es concerning the

.absence of her love'd' ones, now busy in the markets of
trade and places of worldly amusements. -

Experts, including Dr. Works, Dr. Reform, Dr Joiner
and Dr. 'Churchman, all disagreed as to the cause of her
fatal illness, administering large doses of organization,
A post mor-
tem showed a deficiency of gpiritual food coupled with
a lack of faith and of heart-felt religion. Also shameless
desertion and non-support hastened her death.

Only a few were present at her death, sobbing over

memories of her past beauty and power. The body rests -
in4he beautiful cemetery of Bygone Memories awaiting

the judgment. N

In honour of her passing, - ﬂhe chuich doors w111 be closed
on Wednesday nights except'the third Wednesday of each

month, when the Ladies’ Pink Lemonade Society will

serve refreshments to the men’s ha,ndfball team.
) —The Congregatzona,l Beacon

-NEXT MONDAY IN OWEN SOUND
Monday, May 23, is a holiday. Perhaps many will feel
inclined to 'go for a drive.on that day. If such is your
intention, we suggest that you drive to Owen Sound which.

. is located on the beautiful Georgian Bay. Spend the day

there and enjoy the fellowship as the new Baptist Church
building is officially opened. Pastor Reg. Brown and his

" people have worked hard to erect-this meeting place and

now they invite their friends to rejoice with them.

Meals will be served at noon and at 5.30 p.m. in the
Orange Hall. All meetings, however, will be held in the
new building. Speakers for the day will be Rev. H. C.
Slade, Rev. Samuel Dempster and Mr. L. K. Tarr. For
further details contact Pastor.R. Brown, 843—7th Street
E., Owen Sound, Ontario.

- : o
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The Earmz étmt iBqutt
UNIVERSAL BLINDNESS

- A Sermon by Dr. T. T Shields

Preached 1n Jarv1s Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Mormng, June 21@t 1936.
(Stenographically Reported) .

-~ “He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief:
and we hid as it were our faces from Etm'm he was despised, and we esteemed him not.”

BY THE inspiration of the Holy Spirit the apostle
Paul, speaking of the blindness which has happened
unto Israel, says: “Ewven unto 'this day, when Moses
is read, the vail is upon their heart. Nevertheless when

" it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away.”

In principle that is true, not of God’s ancient people
only, but of all people. The Old Testament may be under-
stood only as it is read in the light of the New. “God,
whHo at sundry times and in 'divers manners spake in time
past @nto the fathers by ithe prophets, hath in these last
days spoken unto us by His Son.” ,The Lord Jesus is

- gpoken of as “The Word”, Who “‘was made flesh, and dwelt

among us”. In one of H1s parables the Lord is represen'ted
as a King Who sent His Son last of all. The Lord Jesus
Christ is the divine Uktimatum, a Summary of all that
God has ever spoken, gathered up in His glorious Person,
and given to men as the ultimate revelation of His will.
" There are several passages in tthe New Testament which

identify the Subject of this chapter. In the tenth chapter -

of Romans Paul evidently refers to it: “They ‘have not

.~all obeyed he gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath

believed our repert?” Again, you remember the familiar
passage in the- erg'hbh chapter of Acts where Philip began

_ at.this same, scripture, and preached to the Ethjiopian,

" - Jesus.” Then there are other portlons of the passage which

dbvmusly found their fulfilment in the Lord Jesus
Christ:- “As a sheep before her shearers fis ‘dumb, so he
o,penelbh not his mouth”; “He madeé his grave with the
wicked, and with the r,i"oh in his death” ; “He was numbered
with !bransvgressors”, and “He made intercession for the
transgressors”; and because “He hath poured out his
soul ,unto death”, some day He shall “see of t‘he travail
of 'h'ls soul, and shall be satisfied.”

I call your attention to-these familiar words 'this morn-

.ing in the hope that God may, in His grace, make applica-
_ tion of them to some who even now may be hiding, as it"

were, t;he]r faces from Him.

L

THERE IS ,NO QUESTION WHATEVER ABOUT THE FACT AS.

APPLIED TO EVERY ONE OF US: “WE HID AS IT WERE OUR
FACES FROM HIM”. -

Sometimes in the ordmary rela'blonshlps of life we may
turn our faces from one whom to us, appears as a stran-
ger, although we ought to be able to identify him. Ap-

parently there are still a great many people who 'have
not identified the Lord. Jesus. - _

Some years ago when #we were engaged in fbaJttle over
these matters I brought fto your attention the saying of
a man who was once one of our own Baptist ministers,
" and he wad at one time a professor in McMaster Univer-

'

—Isaiah 53:3.

-8ity. In one of his books Professor George Cross said:

“Now after the lapse of all the centuries it may well be

- doubted: whether it was right tto 'speak of Jesus as the

Christ.” That is going pretty far, is it not? when the
identity of Jesus of Nazareth as-the Messiah ‘'of Whom
the Old Testament speaks, is .called in question? But
there’are still many who doubt that the ‘Scriptures of the

-Old Testament are fulfilled in Christ; ‘and in the estima-

tion of many He is reduced to the measure of a man, rob-
bed of His deity,-and made notlrimg more than an exem-
plary human character.

What is Jesus Christ to us? Is He but a Stranger
Whom we may pass without recognition by the way? Is
He noﬂxing more than a remote Figure of history? Is
there in our minds any doubts as to His identity? -As you
‘meet someone on the street or in some other place of pub-
lic concourse, sometrmes you are slightly attracted by a
face. You say to yourself: “I oughit to know that person,
but I am not sure who it is. I do not know whether I
should recognize him, whe't‘her T should speak or pass him
by.” If there be no answerlng recognition in ‘the stran-
ger’s countenance you say to yourself: “I must be mis-
taken”, and you turn your face, perhaps, in' another
dlrectlon

Is it possible that any.of us should thus meet with
Jesus of Nazareth to-day, and entertain in our own mind
a question as 'to 'Who 'He is? Do we hide our faces from
Him as One in Whom we have no special arid personal
1in~ter§es'l;? I'dare say there are still some even in ‘this con-
gregation this morning who have not gazed intothe faceof
tChrist, by faith, and seen there the light of the knowledge

“of the glory of God. If that be so, you are still numbered

ax%:m'g those who hide their faces from the Son of God.
© iSometimes people hide their faces from Christ by per-
mitting their minds to be preocoupied by temporal affairs.
Did you ever observe @ ‘man so occupied in the reading
of his evening paper as to fail to recognize that there was
a lady standing in the street car near him? .10f course,
the 'did not know it! He would not be so ungentlemanly
as to permit her to stand! For the moment he is busily
occupied with something, and he does not see! Then
sometimes people allow their own minds to be monopo-
lized with. ipterests which exclude Jesus Christ from their
thought, and lead them to ‘turn faces away from Him,
Were I to ask some of you this morning, perhaps, whether
you have given serious consideration to the claims of the
Lord Jesus, perhaps you would reply: “I have not thought
very much about it.” If that be so, it is because the mind
has been occupied with other matters.- o
How many young people there are who seem to imagine
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B that it would be well enough for 'b'hem to make the ac- .

quam‘tance of Jesus Christ ‘in later years! And so they
-pass Him by, saying: “I shall seek Him again. I shall

‘have plenty of time to make "His acquaintance. Tt is not:
-necessary that’I should recognize Him and have direct .

dealings with Him today For 'ﬂhe momenft I have oﬁher o
1 |

. interests.”

s,

1 remember years ago preaching in a centam Little
village, and :.when the invitation was given fbhe man w‘ho
was’ prmclpal of ithe village school stood to hig feet, ex:
pressing an interest in Christ. 1 saw him the next day,
and enquired as to his attltrude He said: .l am afraid
it was a mistake. I was somewhat toved by the appeal,

and rather impulsively expressed an interest. But when -

subsequently I deliberated upon my programme I found

- that I had certain plans in life, certain ambitions which

I am determined to realise, which would he incompatable

. with' @ Christian profession, and so after I went home
I decided that these matters of which you speak must be

) not always that people are so frank in.their admissions.-

‘put aside until my ambitions have been realized.”
It is not always ‘that people speak with such 'plamness,

And' yet Tam afraid it istrue that there are-a good many
who prefer not to rrecosrn‘.lze Christ 1because ﬁhe'lr minds
are set upon other interests.' -

Sometimes men hide their faces from H1m deliberaltely,

] . of set purpose, ‘excluding all rﬁhou-ght of religion, and 11:3‘
* “~implications, from their: lives. They deﬁmtely make .up. .
. thelr minds that 'they w111 have nothing ‘todo with Ghms‘t‘

Did you ever meet with someone: wﬂm, for some reason
or another, had’ ‘taken offence, and was. rather displeased
with you? Did you ever meet anyoné.in #hat frame of

: -mind on the street, and have you. observed them deliber-
. ately turn’ their faces the other wiy when yoir met lbhem" .
. There are. xpeople who do that ; who say: “I will have noth-

ing whatever to do. with- ﬂns matter. T‘hey 'hxde 'bhe*u'
faces from t’he Son of IGod o

II. -

WHY Do- MEN 'HIDE THE!R;\FACES mom JESUS'? W‘hy do
. they turn their thought away from Him? I have seen '
'eounftenances which were almost repulsxve, men oF women "

" . who have suﬂ?ered a severe accident,, whose faces’ have

. been Tnarred, disfigured. In how mdny cases was that true
_.durmg the War!" . . .
1 went once, at ‘the.: mv1taftlon of -the Hll'gh 'Commns-.

sioner in. London-to see ‘the. opening of an e:dlnlbrtlon of
the art of plastic surgery, where there were wax masks

- displayed of the work of facial restoration, effected lby

skillful surgeons during the progress of the War, wh
men had been so terribly disfigured that they feared

- return to thelr hhomes,- feared to have anyone who loved

them Ilook upon them. One can understand one’s turning

his face away ‘from an unwelcome sight of that sort; but
_surely that’ cannot be sald of the. Lord Jesus. The spouse

] m the Song says that ‘He .is the 'Standard—‘bearer the

“chiefest among ten thousand”, that He;is not only lovely,
but “altogether lovely”, every feature of His matchless

countenance serving ‘to accentuate, to -aug'-ment, the 'beauty‘

" of all the others. A marvellous symmetry is dlsplayed in

the character of the Godman. There is no feason why
anyone ‘having a love.of the beautiful should” ever turn
theiir faces away from Him. And. yet:, “His visage was
s0- marred .more ‘than any man, and his form more than
the sons of men.” If one be without spiritual enlighten-

- ment, it may be that the very wounds of the Lord' Jesus

fbecome to himi repulswe

It is a singular fact bhat there is wa.rcely any doctrine
of the 'Srcn'pture which elicits such antagonism as the,

".doctrine of thee erucifixion. . I notice that a certain minis-

tter was concluding his ministry |tolday, after ninteen yeats.

Acoordmg to a report last night in the paper he.was.asked .

his opinion of the hymin: “There is a fountain filled- with

would he Sele'dt that hymn, or employ that figure. To
which he rephed he rather rhhowgh't he would not. .
There are-many people who do not seem to ‘like to gaze

- ait the 'Crucified. They hide,.as it were, their faces from

Him, as though there were something in that fact itself
which was especlally unwelcdme to their view.

Why do men hide their face from the Son of God?- I
think it is because of His moral splendour, “of the perfec-
tion of His character. There was a-legend among the

. He was asked, if the choice were left to him '~

Jéws to the effect that it was when Satan discoveréd that .
God was mmded to make a.man in ‘His own image and"

likeness, and reproduce the 'perfe'c'tnon of His holiness in

" a human character that, fired 'w1th jealousy, he determined.”,

to spoil the beauty of the mian whom God, should make.
I have read of Jealous rlvals at;tempmm'g ‘to dusﬁgure-

"each other, as though by’ =0 doing 'Hhey would(destroy the .
.attractiveness of one of whose power they are envious. -
-.So is it spiritually true, dear friends, that men are fool-

ishly jealous of the supremacy of Chnst envious of. His

beauty, condemned by His moral supenonty We see that - ‘

often among men. The boy. who excels in school is. not

- always a favourite with other 'boys T1he girl .. w‘ho 1s
'apecla;lly attractive, and_finds, it easy to make friends,”

is not always the most pdpu'la'r girl in her -set:*-Men and
women, and ‘boys-and girls too,: Ibecome Je'alous ‘of 7ach
O't‘hel' W . AT ' BT ik

, ,wonder if ﬂhere is not that. elemen't .in 'bhe attitude .

of ‘men'toward Christ? So- -perfect is. He,-so Godiike,. so,

absolutely.does . He -represent God; that men are. afraid, 5

to- look upon Him ,and so the'y turn away from: Him: The: :

: man whose tongue lis clean 1s not welcomed o the circle
of !blasghemous men; The man who is man‘rfestly frank- '_ :
and honest, will not be recexved by a compan'y of thieves. .. .-

Even in pol'l*tlcal tife'the man who is- unpurc'hasealble, the. .

~ man of comnc'bmn and mamfest integrity, is not -always
mcljuded in the- ca)bmet,.lest hé should -be an awkward

‘member under certain. circumstances. And is not Jthat

true” of-the Lord Jesus?' “Why”. says the marn, “were.]1" .

to look upon- Him- dnd recognize Him and a:cknowledge'
Him as'my Master, there, are -certain things. that would
have to be excluded from life immediately. <I had better

not” see Him. .1 had better look ft’he ‘other way, as 1 meet !

him on the road.” . = .

‘Sometimes, perhaps,- it is because of . bhe 1mphca’noms .
.of His sinless suffering.. The, cross is.a great'problem. -
The death of ‘One so morally perfect as the Lord Jesus, .

must .be. accoiinted for.’/Even His" eniemies, all’ ‘those who
feign indifference toward:. Him, acknowledge His" fault-
lessness; éven a$ Pilaté did. He said: “I- find no fault in
him at all.” Pilate’s wife warned him, saying: “Have thou -
nothing to do with that just man”. i

-What are the implications of !the' death of Christ?

_Often have I directed' your attention to the’ principle that

apart from the assumption of the vicariousness of His
death, if once His moral perfection be admitted, His death

impugns the whole thoral ordef; and challenges the gov- .

érnment of the universe,—for how else could a -sinless
man die? Ah, yes, the fact that He died implies the pres-
ence’ o'f gin, and the knowledge of it is wwh us all. Not-

U




hY

’
LY

May 19, 1955

THE-'GOSPEL WITNESS and’ PROTES;'I‘ANT ADVOCATE

a7

' d

in the strictly “evangelical sense, and apart from divine

illumination I knew, and yet all religions are based upon -

-, the assumption of the existence of moral evil, and all have

for their ends its removal. And so the very death of
‘Christ challenges us, and men turn their faces away from
Him, unwullmg to face all the implications that are in-

T volved

To

III.

But very simply, ‘there -it is stated in the chapter.
-WHAT IS THE CULMINATION OF UNBELIEF] “He was de-
spised and we esteemed him not.” We acquiesced in the
world’s contempt of the Lord Jesus.

It is very difficult "‘for a man-‘of moral sense to turn
the pages even of profane history and read of the conflict

of principals there described, of the evils that have been

from time to time rampant, ‘the stories of wicked men,
without taking sides. Sometimes T suppose we have all
felt: “I wish I could have been there. I would not have
been silent. I would never have consented *to that act ‘had I
been there.” -

How do you feél when you read the story of the Lord
Jesus? How do you feel when- you read the story- of His
trial before Annasand Calap‘has, and Pilate. -‘Where would
- you have been had you been presenlt’ "Would you have
kept company with Peter, warming yourself at the
. enemy’s fire? Would you have Jomed the other disciples
who forsook Him-and fled?. Would you ‘have allowed the
false witnesses to have it all their own way? Would you
have volunteered your testnmony' and said: “Let me speak
" for this man”? Or would you have shared the general
'cowa;rdice, even of I‘{i'codemus and Joseph of Arimathaea,

- and would you have allowed that trial to pass without
one solitary word being said in favour of Jesus IChrist?
Men ‘do. it to-day. I have seen it done in religious as-
. sembles. L have heard the Bible, the written Word, held

up to contempt. I have heard men make light of the book -

'of Jonah, and mock at the 'mspxratlon of the Oldi Testa-
ment, and even. s.pealk contemp“tuously of -the "blood" of '

- . B P
between that injured or dead person in the road, and the
man at the wheel. A hit-run-driver! Butin principle that
is what we all have been: ‘“He was despised”, “Wounded
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities:
the chastisement of our peace was upon him”, but “we
. 'hid as it were our faces from him”. “He was despised,
" and we esteemed him not”, utterly repudiated - respon-

- gibility for the stripes that were laid upon Him.

What is it to be a Christian? ‘Just the opposite of that.
To recognizé that His stripes were mine, that His wounds
were mine, that all \His griefs were mine, that all Hu_
80rrows were mine, that the muqulty that was laid upon
Him was mine, that His death was mine, His burial—“He
made his grave with the wicked”—fthat was mine; “Num-
bered with the transgressors” on my account; “made .
intercession for the transgressors”—for me. His resur-
rection at last was mine.” My debts are paid; the prison .
doors are thrown wide. I come out into liberty, and I
hide my face from Him no more, but gaze upon Him as
lbelng the embodurment of all tha*t is beautiful in the
universe.

“What a lovely ‘Sakur He-is! I once 'as'ked a friend
years ago, before I had heard ‘him, if he had ever heard
Dr. Jowett preach. He said, “Yes. " I said: “With what
result? What was your estimate of him?” “QOh”, he said,
“He -always makes me feel what acbeautiful thing it is
to be a Christian.” . Do you ever fee] that? Do you. ever, .
young ladies, look upon someone who naturally has the
advantage of you, and say: “I wish I looked as she does?”
Did you ever look upon ﬁhe Lord Jesus, and surveying -
“the splendour of His character, tthe transcendent loveliness
of His countenance, and say: “I wish I could be like

‘Jesus!” I wish I could bear His image.. I wish I could be..

-Christ in rehglous assembhes ahd I have seen ‘men whom *

I- have know ‘for half: a hfe't1me, professed ministers of
.- the gospel, Bit ‘there in silence without ever a “word of
protes't at a‘ll If is only a repetition of the ancient trial:

“He was despxsed and we esteeméed him not”. We allowed.
' the geneml verdict. to - stapd.

We allowed the crowd to
““Not this man, but Barabbas”. And when Pilate

' gave sentence that it be as they required, we offered no
- . protest, some of us-until:

‘“Grace these sightless eyes
ceceived, His loveliness to see”. But having once seen

Him, it was impossible that we should longer agree to the”

g’eneral judgment, was it not?

. 'There is a charactér in our modein lrfe -who has a place
m the front page of the newspaper.” He i3 called 'by
"_various names. He'i is. usually described as a m't-an'd-run-
. driver”.. He injurés someone with his car. It may ‘be a
child-or a man or woman, but some pedestrian is ‘knocked
down, injured, or in some cases killed, and the car speeds
on. There is no type that merits, and receives, such—
what shall I say? I won’t say contempt; something more
than. that. You feel that a man of that sort does not de-
serve recognition among, decent people,—the man who is
responsible for inflicting injury upon someone, and knows
that he is-responsible, and yet seeks to evade his respon-

sibility, and to conceal his identity, and to shut his eyes.

to what he has done, and speeds on his way in the hope
that the law will never be able to discern any relation

... Let us pray:
morning. It may be there are some here who have not yet ..
" received Christ. We ‘pray that their hearts may, by di- .

malde over again so as to be just fike Him. Thoése who are
predestinatéd, are predjes'tmaﬂ:ed to become conformed to
rbhe 'mn-age of His Son. That is ‘just what the- gospel 'is, a

ipromxse of lovelmess, a promise that all the marks and

marring of sin shall be washed away, and He will make -

-us at last to stan-d without fault; before ‘the throne of God.
1 !have notlced in this sufrimer time: how very careful

people are who wear -white—just afraid, you kmow,.of.. °

touching someone But ‘when we have on the wedding
garments, 'the beduwtiful garmenlts which Christ providés.’
us with, we shall be in a place where we cannot spoil
‘them, for “There shall ‘in no wise enter ‘mto xt any thmg‘ :
that defileth”.

In the name of the Lord Jesus I offer-you ﬂhat salvahon
May He help us to receive it!

O Lord, we pray Jhee to help us thls N

vine grace, be.opened to: Him, and that.this service may .
-result in the justification of many; and in Ibrmgm-g Thine
own people J'ust a little nearer to Thee.

We ask it in the name of Jesus ‘Ohnst our Lord Amen .

'SUNDAY IN ]AR.VIS ‘STREET'

On the past Lord’s Day the preachers were Mr. Samuel

Tulloch and Rév. H. C. Slade. ‘In the morning Mr. Tul-_

loch, who is the Jarvis Street Church Visitor, preached . =

from Mark.5and dealt with the healing of the Gadarene
demonaic. In the evemng the Pastor had for his subject
“Pentecostal Preaching”. During ‘the day three pub-
Jicly responded to the 1nv1tat10n—one for salvatlon and
two for baptism, <o
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AMONG THE CHURCHES

\

NE of. the oha'l-l'emg.in-g new fields confronting bhe
Association is that of Valleyfield in the province
of Quebec. Late last year Rev. Yvon Hurtubise moved
there 'to open the work in that needy area. The hand
of the Lord was evident as 'the various difficulties were
overcome and a place of meeting procured. - Now Miss
Margaret Eddy, a first-year-student of Toronto Baptist
Seminary, has gone to Valleyfield to assist Mr. Hurtu-
bise and his associates in the work of French evangeliza-
tion.
In a recent letter Mr. Hurtubise writes:—

“Since our coming to Valleyfield seven months ago, we
have much cause for rejoicing and thanksgiving. Valley-
field is a city with a population of 25,000, ninety per
cent. French Roman Catholic. New industries are com-
ing in and the St. Lawrence seaway is going to give new
life. The place is ‘expected to double lits population in a
few years; big sectidhs are given over to new housing
projects. Tt is centrally located so that we can reach a
great number of smaller towns and villages all around.
Already we are drawing a few people from a thrlvmg
community close by.

We praise God that He has enabled us to rent a con-'

N

veniently located meeting place with accommodation for

up to seventy-five people, and which our small group of
Christians is now éndeavouring to furnish adequately.
It was an unused store on one of the main streets next ‘to
a 'small public npark.*' However, our satay in this building
is quite indefinite since the property is for sale. (Per-
i 'aps the Lord will enable us to buy it ourselves!)

A Jittle group of Christians has gathered around wus,
“and we carry on five meetings a week: 2 English, 2
French, and a bilingual Sunday '‘School, with attendances
averaging around 20.
" In my visitation I have found some interest-among a
few Roman Catholic families which have requested New
Testaments. Many 'doors are open 'for us to visit again
and Ibr.in'g' the Gospel message to hungering hearts. It
was a joy to be able-to lead a young French couple to the
assurance of salvation and to see them continuing with us
in the services. It was my privilege to marry a young
French couple; she was recently saved from Roman
Catholicism and is receiving a measure of opposmon ‘from
her family, but" they are continuing fallth'ful in their
attendance at the meetings.
We expect to complete a house to house canvass of the
whole city this§ summer, D.V., and carty on speciai chil-
. dren’s meetings, as well as make other special Pndeavours
\
in the communities round about.

Please pray with us that God will firmly establish a
testimony to His_.glory in this place, and that He will
work mightily in the hearts of some unsaved who meet
regularly with.us that they soon mighit come-to 'a definite
knowledge of salvation through Christ.”

_ In Jamalca the Conservative Regular Baptist Assocla-
tion assists in the support of Rev. John W. Knight. In
that island Mr. Knight does a heroic work for the Lord

/

wif'h H. C. SLADE

Notes From The M|$$|on Flelds

by
.

and -has gathered faithful iban'ds of people around him.
Because of his extreme modesty, he seldom sends us news
of his labours and when he does communicate, his letters
are devoid of exaggeration. )
Writing recently from Clarksonville, he says—"“We had

quite a few special meetings in December and the early -

part of January. Mrs. Knight’s cousin, Rev. George Cut-
ting, a southern Baptist from California, was with us for
five weeks of meetings in the various churches. They

~ were times of heart searching for every one. - A number

professed to get right with the Lord, several of which
are now -in our candidate classes. Sin was not spared
and we are hopeful that one result of these meetings will
be to help believers to face up to the evils now sweeping
the world. As usual at the beginning of ithe year, con-
gregations have arisen in number. Eighteen were bap-
tized here this month and nine at Mount Mo_r.i-a‘h.”

THE POWER TO SEE GOD IN SORROW

Behold, he cometh with cloudS' and every eye shall see
him.—Rev. 1:7,

A stranlge thought, surely; why should every eye see
him when he cometh with clouds? Do not clouds obscure
the sight? Would we not have expected the words to be:
“Behold he cometh without clouds, and every eye shall
see'him ?”” Yet bethink thee. It is not said that he cometh
in clouds, but he cometh with clouds. The clouds are not
to envelop him ; they are to accompany him. All the mys-
teries of life are to follow in his train to prove that they

‘have Ib=eer;/a1’l ‘along the servants and minfsters of his

fove. Why is it that to me the God of the universe often

)

seems' to hide his fdce?" Tt "is because the clouds of the
universe are seen apart from him. They are looked at’
as blots in his handwriting. They are seen as accidents -
that have marred the plan of his providence. They are
felt as influences that have disputed the reign of his
empire. But if I could be told that the clouds are with
him, if 1 could be made to feel that they are parts of him-
self, modes of his being, features of his plan, workings
of his love—if I could be broiight to know ‘that, so far
from delaying his coming, they are the very dfriots
in which he comes—then, indeed, I should understand
what the seer of Patmos meant. Every eye sees the clouds
of life, therefore every eye shall see him when he is known
to be coming with ‘the clouds. All hearts have the reve-

- lation of sorrow, therefore all hearts shall have a revela-

tion of him when sorrow 'is known to be a voice from him.
O thou that hast made the cloud as well as the sunshine,
help me to see that the cloud as well as the sunshine fol-
lows in thy train! Help me to learn that thou makest
‘the very winds ‘thy mmlstermg spirits! Help me to
know that the affliction .of time is actually workmg out
the weight of. glory in eternity! Let my vigion of thy
faithfulness reach even unto the clouds of my earthly
day! Show me thy love in the things I called loveless;
show .me thy face as it shines behind the veil!

*  —GEORGE MATHESON
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The Marks Of A Tlme Of Revwal And The

Means Of Bringing It About

By Robert Murray McCheyne - !
“So nghtzly grew the word of God and prevailed.” '

T’S A BLESSED time, brethren, when the word of God
grows mightily and prevalls It’s a blessed time in

a soul, it’s a blessed “time in-a famx'ly, it’s a blessed time
in a congregation, it’s a blessed time in a country—when
the word of God 'grows mightily and prevails. Is this your
desire? I do mnot think that the desires of a Christian
should be bounded by anything short of eternity. It's a
blessed state of ithings of which the prophet Isaiah speaks,
“Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue

of the dumb sing: for 'in the wilderness shall waters break -

out, and streams in the desert.” It is a blessed state of
things that is described in that passage, “Is it not yet a
very little while, and Lebanon shall be turned into a

fruitful field, and the fruitful field shall be esteemed as’

a forest?” Isaiah xxix. 17. It is a blessed state of things
that is deseribed by the prophet Ezekiel, “I will make
them and the places round about my hill’a blessing; and
I will cause the shower to come ‘down ‘in his season: there
shall be showers of blessing.” - Ezekiel xxxiv. 26. Itisa
blessed state of things that is described in the seventy-
second Psalm, “He shall come down’ like Tain upon the
mown grass: as showers that water ithe earth. In his 'days
shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace so
long as the moon endureth. » Ah! these are just lively
descriptions of such a state of things as is deseribed in

- our text, ‘when the word of God grows mightily and pre-

vails. P

From these words I would show you —

_-I. The marks of such o time.
II. The'means for bringing about such a time.

L‘ét us consider, th}n,

I. THE MARIQS OF SUCH A TIME and first of all,
in ministers.

13t. When ministers have got o deep and abiding dis-
covery of sin. Often ministers 'do not see much of sin, but
oh! when God gives /ministers a true discovery of sm,
then their words come ,thh power. When God glve%
ministers a deep d‘lSC‘OVGl’y of indwelling sin — sin in
their own heart, ah! that is a time when the word of ‘God
grows mightily and prevails. Sometimes, God 'gives min-
isters a deep discovery of the ugliness of sin fin their
people — shows that your sins are like the torch that
set hell on fire. Then do they preach with power. O
brethren, pray for such a time. We cannot preach if we
do not see sin. It is only outside preaching if we do not
see sin.

2nd. A secon'd mark in 'm-m-lstezs is, .'when they have
Jonathan Edwards relates,
“Once, as I rode out into the woods for my health, having
alighted from my horse in a retired plate, as my manner
commonly has been to walk for divine contemplation and
prayer, I had a view that for me was extraoidinary of
the glory of the Son of God, as Mediator between God
and man, and his wonderful, great, full, pure and sweet

“to ‘Samaria, he preached Christ unto them,

—Acts xix. 20.

grace and love, and meek and gentle condescension. This

grace, that appeared so calm and sweet, appeared also
great above the heavens. This love of 'Christ appeared

.ineffably excellent, with an excellency great enough to

swallow up all thought and conception, which continued,
as near as I can judge, about an hour, which kept me the
greatest part of the time ‘in a food of itears, and weeping
aloud, I felt an ardency of soul to be, what I know not
otherwise to express, emptied and annihilated; to be in
the dust, and ito be full of Christ alone; to love him with
a holy and pure love; to trust in him; to live upon him;
to serve and follow him, and to be perfectly sanctified and
made pure, with a divine and heavenly purity.” Is it any
wonder that such a man preached with power, and that
many were converted under his ministry? ‘Those 6f you
who have been reading the eighth chapter of the Acts
this morning, will have seen that when Philip went down
“and there
was ‘great joy in that city.” So-it must be with ministers
still; Christ must be the théme of all their preaching;

but oh! there are many times when ministers preach of -

Christ as through a vail. There are times whén ministers
cannot speak with any power, for they ,do pot see the
preciousness of Jesus; but oh! ‘when he shéws himself
through the lattice, when ‘he shows ministers his hands
and his sxde, as it were;. when t“xey have got a fresh
view of his ‘finished work, oh! Jit is then, it is then that
the word of God grows m‘lgh'tlly and prevails. It is then

" they can speak as with the manna in their mouth. Oh

. “about precious souls.

pray for such a time! Pray that ministers may not be
without 'Christ,.for, O brethren, it is a true saymg, “Like
priest, like peop]e

8rd. There is a third mark: It is whén ministers h(we
an awful sense of the value of immortal souls. The re-
demption of the soul is precious. A soul is of more value
than a house of 'gold and silver: “Ye were not rédeemed
with corruptible things, as silver and gold, . . . but with

" thé precious blood of Christ, as of a tamb without blemish .~
There are times when ministers do

and without spot.”
not realize the value of souls. 'There are times when
ministers see no value in the souls of their people. But;
brethren, there are blessed times -when 'God gives us to
know that your souls -are of infinite value. There are
times when God lets us see that you must live for ever,
either in heaven or hell. There are times when ministers

see that all that you are busy about is vanity, unless you -

get pardon, unless you get your soul saved. There are
times when minfisters may be said to be insatiably greedy
You may have seen a father stand-
ing on the sea-shore, beholding the vessel that bears his
son dashed upon the rocks. Oh! at that moment when
she goes to pieces, he would be willing to dash into the
boiling surge to try and save.his child. Something like
this at times is the feeling of ministers for souls. You
have seen a house on fire. The father has escaped, but
his wife and chlldlren are left behind in bed; and as he
. Stands beside the. fure engine, you may 'have seen his feel-

-
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ings working, his agitation, and his look of intense
anxiety; as the' means are being apphed to attempt their
rescue’ but greater than ‘this is the feeling, at times, of
mlms‘ters for souls. Yea, they-are willing to dle —to lay
“I
am ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is
at 'hand " These are tlmes 'when 't‘he fwordI of God grows
mlg'hrtlly and prevails.
. 4th; There is another mark I should not miss; that is,

. when ministers can pray for their people’s souls There

are times when ministers can only pray for themselves.

" 'But ah! brethren, it is a blessed time “when ministers are
. not only near 'God themselves, but ‘can fbrmg their people
. with them ; when they can say, “Who is weak and I am

not weak? ‘Who is offended and I burn not? 2 Ah! these
are blessed times, when ministers can take the Lord to
wﬂtness, “God is my mtness, whom I serve with miy spirit

" iik-the’ gospet of his 'Son, “that” without ceasing I make™

me'ntlon of you alwdys.in my prayers. ” These are blessed
times, brethren, when God gives ministers the grace and
spirit of prayer, and that spirit is dlffused' through their
sermons, their only desire being the'conversion of souls.
1t is said of Shepherd, when dying, .thalt when speakmg to -
a young minister, he said, “God is my witness, that I

. mever preached a sermon without having the conversion
- of souls i in view.”

It,is said of a Scottish mlmster, that
always on a Sanbath nu-g'hlt e used to pray for every one
_Pray that ministers may have
-the same yearning for. so'uls now,. for it is then,.and not
il then, that lﬂhe word"of 'God |grows mlghtlly and pre-
vails. 7
' Secondly, the marks of such a tzme n God 8 people

tot. Whe they undergo, as it were, a second conver-,
sion. Tlhe dxs-cm]es of Christ orice put thé~question to

- :him, “Wtho is tthe g'rea't»esrt\_m the kingdom of heaven" )
.. And Jesus called a little ‘child unto him, and-&et him .in
" -*the lmds‘t'orf 'them, an!dl sdid, Ven'ly T say. unto vo-u, Ex-

cept- vé. be con,verted ‘an@d become as little children, ye

" shall not enter-into the Kingdom of heaven.” At anot‘her

" you know it is not now, and you know you' need it.

time Jesus said“:to- Peber .“Simon, Simon, |behold Satan
hath.desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat:
but -I-have praye'd for thee ythat " 'Uhy faith fail not and

" when- thou art converted strengthen thy lbrefthre wed These
- two. passages shew you that there is, what ministers call,l -

a, second conversxon --At - such a tlme believers get a _
deeper and more a'wful dlscovery_ of the 'pollutlon of their

"own hearts; they ‘get such a view of the volcano within

'thatt'they are brought to see Christ after a différent man-

ner; they are lbmug‘h't to see him, it may be, as Thomas

was; when he exclaimed, ““My Lord and my God.?:. 'They:

are brought to. see a new power, and love, and lbeauty in
_"Chirist, “which they, never saw before. They hear Jesus’
T ‘saying ito them anew, “I‘wiil betroth thee unrto me for

ever; yea, 1 will betroth thee unto me in rxghteousness

- and'in Jud|g1ment ‘and in. lovmg kﬁndness, and in mercies;
I' will even_betroth thee unto me in faithfulmess: 'and "
And they join themselves
to Christ in a perpetual covenant that shall never be -

‘thou "shalt know the Lord.”

broken. Ah! brethren, at such a_time, they give them-
selves again to the Lord. "Brethren, pray for such a time;

- 2nd. A second mark in believers is, when the sanctuary
becomés amiable. “How amiable are thy tabernacles, O
Lord God of hosts.” You know, brethren, when the soul
of a believer is ,dry and Janguishing, the house of God
becomes as a dry an'dI 'th'lrs*ty lland where no water '1s

\

.Lord grows mlg‘h'hly and. pre'va'lls
"be so. . y

‘and burned 'bhem before all men.”-

There i8 no power in ordnnances The voice of the Be-

“loved is not heard; and the song of pralse ‘touches no

chord of sympathy in the heart. But oh! it is quite dif-
_ferent when the ordihances are ‘felt 'to be sweet; when
" the Psalms are like the notes of the songs of .the New
Jerusalem; when it is like a breeze wafted. actoss from
the shore of the better land; and .then the prayers are
like Speaking tto 'God face to face, there is a real meeting
with God in prayer; there is real confession: there is a
real taking hold of the robe of Jesus and saying, “I will
not let thee go except thou bless me.” And, O brethren,
at such a time as that, the preaching of the word comes
with authority. The preaching of ithe word is like his
rod out of Zion, Tt is ‘then that the doctrine drops-as the
rain, and the speech distils as the dew; and-then the
»broken bread and the poured out wine are like the avenues
leading-into the palace of the king. These are times when . ;
the name of Christ is like ointment poured forth. ‘Pray -

for such a time, brethren.

3rd. Ancther mark is, holy living. It is a time when
Ephraim shall say, “What have I to do any more with
idols ?”” Now there ‘is much careless walking; now there
is little care to keep yourselves unspotted from the world;
now there is little-earnést walking Wlth God’; but oh'
brethren, how different when the word of God _grows
mightily and prevails! when it pleasés God to pour out
his Spirit wmh the word! then bélievers walk softly -—
they walk with:God; then believers beginto lay their "’
hearts before God," “Search me, O ‘God, and know my
heart; try me, and know my “thoughts, and see if there -
be any ‘wicked way in me, and lead me in the’ way ever-
lasting.” At -such a time believers begin ‘to search their.

hearts, to see if ithere be any leaven in-the house. You- pap

remember, the Ichul'dren of Israel were commanded, when
*keeping the passover, to put away all ‘Teaven oiit. of their

houses;.so the leaven of malice, and envy, and evil speak- )

ing, is put- AWAY: There is a holy c1rcumspectnes's in their

*walk and cotnversation... And the family’ altar is set up, o

and family -government is exercised. You remember-the

. tase of Abraham, how we read .of him over-and over again - T
- 'building an--altar - unto the Lord, and’ calling -upon -the - *

_name of the Lord, and how the Lord says :of .hiin, “For
_I ‘know ‘hlm, that he will command his - children- and. his .
household after him, and they .shall keep the way of the "
Lord.”. Ah! that’s:a lovely shght brethren...
amongs‘t you? It will bé the ¢ase when the- word' of :the
'Pnay ﬂhat 1t may-

'I‘hlrdlly I would no'w notlce sfhortly the marks of such
a time among the ungodly.” ° :

st Notorious sinners: will, be. converted It was the..

* ¢ase dt this time at Ephesus, verse e'l-ghsteen' “And many o
‘that -believed came,- and  confessed, an'd! showeéd their.

deeds;” and they will not be con'ten'ted to-leave their idols
~but lodk. at the nineteenth verse, and “Many of. them -
also. which used curious arts 'broug:hlt their books together,
The same 'thing took
place at Corinth. Paul said, “Know ye not that the un-
righteous shall not inherit the.kingdom of ‘God? Be not -
deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulter-
ers, nor effemmate nor abusers of, themselves with man-"

. 'kind, nor thieves; nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor re-* '-

vilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit 'the kingdom of .
God;” and yet of these, Paul.says, “Such were sonie of
you; but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit -

Is lt S0. ..
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of our God.” O fbret‘hren, $0 1t is in every 'txme when (ahe In all the great revwals of whiich ‘we read, muns«ters have.
word of God grows mightily and prevails. If’s ‘a sad been under. God the instruments employed. Pray that’ it
mark of a town when there are no open profligates ar- may be so’ amongst us. I am sure, brethren, I would
rested and brought to Christ. But, brethren, it's a blessed_ never imore speak if I were persuaded that ithis end were
time when open sinners are seen leaving their sins and- not ‘to be’ aocomphshed by. my ministry; and I am also
seeking the Saviour; when men are seen g1vmg up-their sure that if 'God is to work any mighty work by us, he '

unholy gains; when tavern keepers take down' their signs '
and burn them — when they give up théir licenses; and .
it’s a blessed time when card players throw away 'thelr
cards and take the Bible instead. It's a blessed time when
the gaudy lovers of dress take their~ Igaud'y dresses and
burn them. Once there was such a tme in ﬂus place..
Pray that it may come agam

.2nd.. Another mark is, many who are not converted ‘are
yet rema'rkably restrained. Many leave their outward
sins and Seem to turn unto the Lord but feignedly, and
-not with the whole heart. Do not mistake me, however,,
as, if I meant fo say I would like to see hypocrisy; but
it i85 a mark that God is in ‘a place that the wicked are
forced to give up their ways, when ithe taverns are de-.

" serted, when there are no‘lights in such houses on "Sab-

~

bath night.: And, Ibreﬁhren, though these are nothing in
themselves, . yet *l:hey are the marks of a time when the
‘word of God grows mlghtlly and prevails.

8rd.. A 't'hl!'d mark is, it is @ time when there are many,
adversaries. The lion -of the forest will seldom roar if
you let his hair alone. So that is.the way "Satan is so often -
. quiet. ¢When a strong ‘mar ‘armed -keepeth’ his patace;
"his -goods—are in peace., ! but wlien the 'wordJ of God .be-.
gms "to.grow, then Satan soon stirs up the, _Spirit of per-

secution. If the- word of God 'grows and lprevaﬂs in this .

. place, you will. s6on see “husbands, looking out. their ‘wives, -

parents. Jooking out ct‘helr c‘hlldren and’ 'heaping upon them '

reproach because they will follow Christ, Ah!it'sa good

would need to make us holier — he would need to conse-
crate us afresh. Ah! brethren, we would need to be
Iike-those who said, “We will give ourselves: continually
"to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.”

3rd. The last mark I would mention is, believers are
more devoted. The work begins first in the hearts of
believers, thus it spreaﬂs to those around. Brethren, if
anything is to be.done in this place, the Holy Spirit must’
‘begin with believers. They must be more prayerful and
more devoted in the cause. of Christ. Brethren, could
you not lay this more ‘to heart? Could Yyou not give more
time to prayer? 'Could you not plead more with- God for
ministers that they might.be more successful? And: then,
could you not live more holy lives? . Could you not keep
your garments clean? Could you not Teprove’ sin? Could
, You not speak modestly for Christ, and wam the w1cked
around you of their fearful danger? Brethren, could you
not do more by writing letters to unconverted friends at
a dlstance, usmg any and every means, if by any means
you may gain some? Breﬂhlre,n, could you ‘not do Four
-utmost? God has ‘done his utmost. “What ‘could I have
done more ‘to-my vinéyard that I havé not .done in it
.Do you not know. that every unconverted sinner will soon

be in hell? . Do ‘you -ever lay this.to heart? Do you ever -

consider that.in a little while our last sermon will be
preached, .and-our last~op'portun1ty of doing =goo'd will be
over? Oh! do you ‘ever think that you ‘will refleet in .
heaven, if such a 'ﬂh.mg' were _ipossible, thst you: did” s0°

sign -when ‘the lion roars; T. cannot-say 1:wouldwe had-+ jittle for Christ? If any thmg could make your torigye

more reproach. for oh! it 1s 1 o' 1 bear, But'T woull'd say,.
1 wish we gave more occaszo'n for it.. The offence of the'

.crds»s is not ceased yét;

H. Let me-speak a word as' «to THE MEANS EOR..

" “BRINGING ABOUT SUCH A TIME.

" of an angel it would not avail unless accompanied by the
~Spirit. You remember the.text, “Upon ithe land of my.
péople shall come up thorns and briars—auntil the Spirit -
be pouréd upon us from on ‘high.” Until the* Splut be " -

1st; T'he great’ and only agent in 'brmgmg about such -
a tlme is, the Holy Spirit. “You know it-is wr‘xtten, “Not -
by might nor by power, buit by my Splnt saith ‘the Lord.”
It is.not by argu'men“tatlve preaching ; it is not by, human
eloquenice ‘or persuasion, nay, though: I had thé tongue:

poured of-ministers, the word -will not grow mlghtlly and
prevail.
“Then the eyes of the blind shall be openied; and the ‘ears
of the deaf shall be unstopped “Then shall the lame man’

Yeap as an hart, and “the tongue of the d'umlb smg »” What .
is the cause of all this? “For-in the w1ldernes's -shall-

waters. break out, and streams in the desert” * There"

- must be"a breaking out of waters if ever the eyes of the

blind are to be opened, or the ears of the deaf unstopped.
Pray then, brethren,~that ministers may get the anoint-
ing of the ‘Spirit. ‘Pray -that they may be like John,
“Tilled ‘'witli the Holy Ghost, that many of the children
of Istael may bé turned to the Lord their God.” :“Wilt
thou not revive us agam that thy fpeople may re]olce “in
theée?”

2nd. A seconld means is, the ministry. Now I do not
say that revivals cannot begin without ministers, because
they. may, but 't‘hey ngenerally begin with mumsters flrst

Observe ithat. passage. in Isaiah where it is said,

silent’ then ‘it would be that you hwd done s6 little. " Oh'!
how few ‘tears bedew 'your plllow by night; how seldom "
does the midnight hour’ hear .your s'trong cry'mg and
tears..Oh! how #ightly does it seem'to sit upon Your con-
sciencé that fo few are sived. You know magy, aroand_

- you will'sbon be'cast down to, hell, and can Fou do no" g

more o arouse them from theirslumber? Ah, my breth:

" ren, tliese'are the means fbry w'hfwh the word of God grows'. R

mightily and prevails, will you use them or not? . The -
Lord granrl'. you may, andto ll'nm be all-the pralse Amen :

—
— .

A WORD.TO CANADIAN READERS

The" Canadian iCounéil of G’hurches ‘has spon- . -
sored Dr. Nels F. S. Ferre ‘whose teaching is '
brlefly outlined in-this ‘issue &f THE GOSPEL WIT-

" NESS. .The following churches are members: of
the 'Canadian'iCouncil of Churches:—The Church’

©of England Baptist FedeFation of O‘anada, .The -
iIChurchi of Christ, Evangelical United Brethren R

- "Presbyterian‘Church 4n, Canada, ‘Reformed EplS-'
copal’ Church, United lCh'urch of Canada, Salva-
tion Army, Society of*Friends. Affiliated are the

JYMCA, YWCA -an'd the Studen-t Chiristian Move—
ment. -

: If you are a member of one.of -these churches,
ponder this question — Do I believe ‘God’s ' Word .
or do I sympathize with this anti-Christian teach-
ing? If you believe God’s Word, then you cannot
countenance this other teaching.

CE N '3
<
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HOW TO PLEASE GOD

A Sermon by Dr; T. T. Shields

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Morning, June 12th, 1982 -
(Stenographically Reported)

him.”

HE APOSTLE has been speaking in this.chapter of
~the future life, declaring the believer’s hope, that
when ‘this earthly house of our tabernacle is dissolved

“we have a building of God, an house mnot made with

‘hanlds, eternal 'in the heavens.” He has said that to be
absent from ‘the body is to be present with the Lord. And
.he declares that 4t is his supreme ambition—for that is
about what the text means-——whether present or absent,
whether here or yonder, to be well-pleasing to God. It is
a fine illustration of wlhalb conversion really alocom'pl'ls'hes
in the soul.

Paul was a.very religious man; he had been frained
re'hgmusly, he was learned in 'rellglous lore. Touching
the rxgh‘teousness of the law he had counted- himself
blameless. And hearing of Jesus of Nazareth he had of-
fered to Him, and to all who called upon 'His name, the
most strenuous_ opposition. And he declared that he had
done so consmen*tmusly, for he said, “I vemly thought with

myself, that I ought fo 'do many things contrary to ithe’

name of J esus of Nazareth”; he had made it a matter of
- conscience to oppose Jesus of Nazareth at every point.
But the Lord met him on the'Damascus road; He intro-

duced Himself to him, and immediately ‘this man, Saul
, of Tarsus asked 'tih'e_quesftion,' “What wilt ithou have me

“.to do?’ And he ftells us in this chapter that the current
of ‘his life has been so changed that the centre of all life’s
interests has been so radically altered that it has now
‘bécome his supreme ambltlon his highest aim in life,
always, under aflt cmcumsltance's at all costs, to please
Jesus Chl’?st

Now that surely 1s a worthy ambition for evely one
of us! I have known indulgent parents who seem to live
."to please their children. I have known some wives whose
supreme ambition seemed to be to please their husbands—
some husbands equally ambitious to please their wives.
Politicians, you know, are usually very solicitous for the
good-favour of their constituents, and endeavour so to
conduct themselves that they may please them. A mer-
chant- tries’ ito please his customers. The preacher, too
often I think, tries to please the people. But tthe worthiest
aim of all is ‘to bring all the interests of life: into captiv-
ity to this supreme ambition, to be well-pleasmg to God.

Now what shall we do?. What can we' do 1o 'please God?

Would you not like ito feave this place this morning ‘with

the assurance in’ your hearts.that you are well-pleasing
to'God? That would help us 'to endure the criticism of our
fellows. We should be able, perhaps, 'to survive the dis-
pleasure of men if only we could besure, beyond all pos-
sibility of doubt that our lives were well-pleasing to God.
My aim this morning is ito be as sithple and direct as it
1is possible to be. I have selected lthis text because it lends
itself so readily to simple and direct exposition and
application.
I

WHERE SHALL WE BEGIN, THEN, TO PLEASE GOD" We live

in a time when it seems as ﬂhou'g*h men are,- almost in-

“Wh%-eforse!’we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of

varnably, suspicious of each other. A man rtelephone'd me
last week to tell me of many disillusionments which had

_recently come tto him, -People in whom he had confidence,

had failed him. Religious professors as he thought—I-
do not know the facts—had given evidence of uncertainty
in their profession, a want of genuineness in itheir reli-
gious life. There was just a suggestion of cynicism

- in his_attitude toward life generally. I said, “After.all

you are only learnming whalt the Psalmist learned long
ago, what he had learned before he wrote that cirsed was
the man who thade flesh his arm.” It is better to trust
«in the ‘Lord than to put confidence in princes, and that
want of confidence, that attitude of distrust and suspicion
is the thing that paralyses the commerce of the world
to-day. ‘No one trusts anybody. .

How shall we 'please God?. We must begin with this:

without faith it is' impossibleto please 'God”; we must,
in our thought, separate God from all others; we-must
recogn'lze that God is a Person apart that He is ‘God, thait
is all, and beside Him there is none else. He is niot sub-
Ject to the influences which play upon human life; He
is” not cond'lrtlone'd' by circumstances which crib, cabin,
and “confine us; He is not. actuated by motives which

,actuate men: a God of’ truth- and without iniquity, just

and right is He. And we must iconceive of God as being
God, infinitely holy, the very source of truth and of right-
eousness and faithfulness-in ohe word, of holiness; and
we are to give unto Him the glory 'ﬂhat is due unto His
name, We are to regard him as the God of truth, and to

. assume the only attitude toward that tenet that is reason-

able and that is merely to belleve it, to beheve Him, to_
Arust- Him.

I thmk ‘that is what kept Paul sweet amid all his most
trying ex.perlences No man ever had more ‘disappoint-
ments than the Aposﬂle Paul. No fian was more. frequently
betrayed than was he. He, ttoo, was in peril among false .
brethren. He had o learn to distinguish between the
precious and the vile. But the thing 'that gave direction,

-and poise, and balance, and sweetness, and beauty, and

fruitfulness to his lite was that he kept God always in
His proper place as God. And that had-become the guid-
ing star of hig'life, to be well-pleasing to Him; and, there-

-‘fore, it was ever his way to let God be true, and everys

man a liar, to believe God in splte of all contrary theories.
Can you do.that?

I heard from another last week who said, “I have had
gsome bitter experiences recently.” .'There are people who
allow some root of bitterness to come into their lives be-
cause of difficulty, because of untoward circumstances.
And sometimes they blame ‘God for it. Now the guestion
I ask s this: Are we able, in spite of all ‘the contrarieties
of life, whatever they may be, even when we have to say,
judging from appearances, as did Jacob, “All-these things,
are against me”, —can.we say, “God is for me, and the
reason I know it is that I beliéve Him. I 'am not going
to allow the suggestion of a doubt tto find hospitality in my
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' mind at all. I know that T should displease Him if I ques-

tion the reliability of His word, ‘without faith it is im- .
possible to please Him’, therefore I will trust Him:
‘though he slay me, yet w1ll I trust him’¥’

‘Then the question arises, How am I to begin to please
Him? What is the first thing T must believe in order to
be well-pleasing to God?. Well, the first thing, of course,

is just to believe that we are a bad lot, just to believe that

we are such sinners that\a holy God could never receive
us apart from the cleansing of fhe blood of His Son. We
are just to believe the testimony of the gospel that there
is onlly one way by which we can come to ‘God, and that
is through the blood.

' I speak; that word to any of you who are not Christians,
‘and when I said a moment ago that that was a worthy am-
bition, you said in your heart, “I can say Amen, that I
should like to please ‘God, but I do not know where to be-
gin.” Well, I will tell you. Begin with the publican’s prayer,
“God be merciful to me, a sinner” ; begin with the promise
of salvation, “Whesoever shall call on the name of the
Lord shall be saved”. ‘Say, “I accept what God has said;
I bow my knee to Him, and I call upon Him for salvation.
I will not-insult Him iby questioning His.'word: I accept
it as true. I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.” Can you
say that? Well, that is a good place to begin. We must
all begin there. -

II.

THEN WHAT ELSE MUST WE DO? I wish we could come
to the word of God like littleé children. ‘One of our little
boys ‘is very ill. ‘His father and mother are Ukramlans
This little chap is a Canadian: by birth, but he has been
coming to this school ever since he could walk. He is in
the Primary*Department. His name is Victor Dutchek.
He was run down by an automobile a week ago Thursday.
He seemed to be getting on fairly well in the hospital;
but he suffered a relapse yesterday morning. I had not
heard of it before, bult his father came to me. He was
unable to speak very good English, but I could understand
him. He had been in the hospital all night, and the doctors
had feared the worst, and he came to know if he could get
the help of a specialist. I found the little boy was in the
hands of the most skillful of all doctors, and that every-
thing that was humanily possible was being done for him.
But the father came into my study, and he pointed to my
Bible and he said, “I have a Book at home three times as

big as that, and it is in English”. And he said, “It is full”

of pictures. Victor idid not like to play as so many boys,
but liked books—he was only nine years old—and he
loved the Bible. ‘He would call me, whenever I had time,
and ask me to explain the pictures to him, and I did the
best I could.” Then.the poor father said, “Why did not
somebody kill me, and let that lovely boy live? He was
such a good boy.” T think ithe Lord is hearing our prayers.

His elder brother came to me last night, and said “G‘od-o

has heard our prayer, and Victor is improving.”

What I wanted to say is this: it is worth while, is it
not, to iteach the little children the word of God, so that
they take up that attitude toward the Bible: “O I wish
somebody would explain it to me!” And what T wish,
dear friends, is that all of you could forever remain like
little children. I wish we could all be little children, and
just go to God’s Book. This Book is—I was going to say
a million times bigger than you think it is—it is-the word
of the Infinite. And if you were 'the greatest scholar in
the world, and had all the degrees of any umvers:ty, or
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all universities could confer upon you, the most appro-
priate attitude toward this Book would be for you to be
on your knees before the Word of God, saying, ‘“Speak
Lord, for thy s-er-van't,h-eam'ebh”. The proper attitude for
every true child of God is, “I -want te find out what God
wants me to do, so that I may’ “please Him.” And the only
way that I can find out what God wants me to do is to go
to His holy Word as a little child, and hsten a8 'God speaks
to me. Do not complicate it. There are some people who
are fond of finding some strange interpretation, until
you listen to what they say with amazement and you say,
“How did they find that out?” I believe the Bible is a
simple, plain, Book for plain people. And if we come to it
as a little c¢hild, we shall find out what it means; we shall
discover what our Lord wants us fo do.

. II1. .

WHAT, THEN, OUGHT THE BELIEVER To DO? Let me be
very plam Have you believed on Christ? “Yes.” Are you
really saved? “Yes.” Are you.a child of God?, “Yes.” And -
you would like to please Him? \“Yes.” Are you sure?
“Yes.” Have you been baptized? “No.” Then do that;
that will please Him. How do I know? Because it is in
the Bible.

I met a certain gentleman some years ago when I was
in London. H&said to me, “How is it that so ‘many people
go to your church tb be baptized?” “Well”, I said, “some-
one came to me,the other day, and asked a question as
to what ‘they ought to do, and I told them that if they
would just read the New Testament they would find out.”
That person read the New Testament, and found out that
he ought to be baptized. And I said, “That person came
back to me and told me ‘that he wanted to be baptized: I
said, ‘Why ?’ ‘Because I found it in the Book’.” This man
was a minister of another denomination. “Now” I said,
“If anybody comes to you saying, ‘I am a Christian; what
ought I to do next?” I said, “Will you send him to the
New Testament and tell him to do exactly what the New
Testament tells him to do? If so, he will leave your church
every time, and you know 4it.” He shrugged his shoulders
and said, “Good afternoon.”

All you have to do is to go to the Bible. Was the word
of God intended for ministérs and learned professors
or was it intended for little Victor Dutchek, who
wanted to “know what the Bible meant? It is in-
tended for the lboys and girls as well as for the men
and women. It is simple, that Jesus took my place, and

.went 'to the cross, and they crucified Him, and buried Him,

and after three days He rose again. And God has left
us 4 very beautiful ordinance in which we may show our
union with ‘Christ when we are buried with Him to rise
again to walk in newness of life. - -

I would like to give a testimony in-that connectxon I

. was-young when I was converted,—oh not as young as

some of you; about fifteen I think. And a v&y matter-
of-fa¢t conversion it was. This was my verse, as I have
8o often told you: “If we confess our sins, he 'is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.” I believed that, and then I said,
“If that be true then I am a 'Christian, or God is a liar:

- one or the other.” T knew ‘God could not lie, and. I knew

I must be saved. But if you had asked me if I were happy
about it, I should have said, “No; I-have not had any
special feeling about it; it is purely a matter of taking .
God at His word, and believing what He says. And then
after I saw whaft my duty was, and I remember when a
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committee received me, and examined me to see whether. to every e?nergenc'y of life, the question for_you.as a
I was fit to join the church. They asked meas to my emo-- Christian .will be .not, Is-this ‘profitable?. not, What will
'blons and I said, I.did not have any. They wanted to know - my friends 'say? not What will-my minister say? not
if I had no special gladness, and I said, “Not a bit.” And:” What effect will this have upon my c'hlurdh relation?. not
then they said, “How do you know you:are saved?”’ I How will this affect my business intetests ?: none of these
_ said, “Because I have accepted the word of 'God Who can- “ things at all, nor.even,; How will: this influence my com-.
2, . 'not lie, and it must be. true. That is all I have no feeling. panllons in -recreation?. 0o Yhere: are, people;. I suppose,

L e . about. it at ali, but because vI believe -it to be ftrue T must wm;h whom we delight ‘to have an hour or 8Q oﬂ" ‘duty in'-
obey “Him, and\ 1 warit to be baptized.” Well, T was bap-- free ‘conversation. .You young: people. have your come
tized. . And I shall never forget to the longest day I live panionship. And sometlmes when some-duty comesbefore
that Sufiday evening. There was a ‘great congregation. you the question you,ask is, “Will it affect_so and so: if

_/ present, but I forgot all about them. T came to understand 7 take tthe right course?” AT thege-things must he dis-
. - whalt the ‘Bible says about baptlsm as'T could never have pelled from.mind, and you must set ithe Lord always be-
understood it without experiencing it. I suppose I knew - fore you, ‘and you must ask the quest'mn always, “What,
. ' - . that that passage was in Peter, which teaches us that the .wsiild Jesus have me do? ‘What is the teaching of His - .
- 4. . obedience in baptism brings the answer of a @ood con-" woird?. How ‘does its principles apply ” You niay say,. “l
’ science. 1 suppose ‘I had read it but it was not-clearly in . do not knéw what I ought to do.” Well,.if you don’t know
my mind at ithe tlme butb I can tell you what was in my " what you oug‘ht to do, do not do it. “Oh” you say, “I must -
mind: the story of C’hnst’s fbaptlsm T did 1ot see the - dJo something. " No; you.must not do somethmg What-
- - form of a dove—only One saw that, and that was'ourLord ‘soever ts not of faith is-sin. Whenever you Have a course '
‘Himself-—and I did not hear a voice from heaven saying béfore you concerning w'hlcih there is some doubt, you
. to me; “I am well pleased” ss Jesus did. But I did hear dehberately incur the risk of doing ‘that which is djspleas-
a v01ce, that is to say, I was -made: overwhelmmgly con- - ing to God, and you cannot afford fo do that, You must
~ geious of this fact, that ‘God, in His' “infinjte mercy, had’ ‘Set the Lord before you and apply the pnnclples of His
“made it possible for a poor, guilty sinner to have his Sins - word, and in all the affairs of life always ask, What is .
waghed away, and then to do at least one.hing that was . well-pleasing to Him. Then dear friends, we shall know
pleasing to Him. And fbecaru-se I knew I was fin line with _something of what 4t is to be happy in Jesus. The only
the teaching Of God’s W()l‘dl in ‘that act of dbedlence, T. abiding ‘joy in hfe conSISts in knowing. ﬂha't we are well-
“seemed’ to hear God saying to me, “I ‘am please'd with pleasmg to Him. One of our teachers said in prayer meet-
you for obeyifig my commands.” . ing the other night that he had never ! had such difficulty

o

.

Oh, I have learned since that it is possmble for the be-
liever ito have that testimony that-he pleases God inathou-
“sand other ways:as we do His will, as we apply the prin-
" ciples of His gospel, as ‘we do those things which are right
in His sight. And there.is no joy ‘in the world like that

I'was once"the runw1ll1ng, reluctant, participant in a
-, university convocat1on, when . certain degrees were con-
ferred, and I was one of the victims. And there was a-
gentleman sitting .beelde me who strained his neck to try

a great crowd of people. This man said, “T am just look-

tinction. . When he made his re'ply in reécognition’ of this
honour conferred upon him, he told of a- great day in his.~
experience when he was a little boy,. and when he had a
new pair of shoes with httle brass toes: And he said, “I
was just as proud as a king when 1 -walked wx_th those .
brass tipped shoes.--And this is another great occasion in_
- my'life.” I.thought it was a happy association after all
thebrass tipped shoes, and the doetor 's hood.

What I wanted to say ‘'wag 'this: this man 'was evidently

greatly -elated by. this honour. 'conrferred, it was a greal ’

in-his hfe as he 'was ‘experiencing just now, never such
straitness as that which characterized his.life to-day, and
yet he said, “I have never been brought so near ‘to Christ;

I have never had 'such experlences of His love and rfavour

i* as I am experiencing just now. I do believe that it is pos-

siblé for every one of us 80, to live.our lives before God
th-at we may be conscmus of heaven’s smlle, and, having
that, we can put up with all earthly dusabllltxes. And we
can say we make our ambition whether present here in

* to get sight of somebody" inthé congregation. .There was_ this vale of woe, or absert, departed to be with Christ, to

see Him face.to face, here or hereafter, it makes no-dif-

-~ ing %o see if my father is here.” He was proud of the dis-  “ference to.me, my one ambition isto be well-pleasing to -

God. May we thus be fired with a° splntuaﬂ wmfbltlon and
enter into the joy of the Lord. . -

*Let us pray: o Lord, we.thank Thee 'that Throug’h
Thy cross Thou hast thus opened the gates for us into a
presemt paradlse, so that we may abide in Thy will, and
rejoice in‘the- Lord always.- We pray that every one of
“us,may learn this joyous secret, that so we may be lha'ppy
in Chnst ‘We ask 1t for. Thy name’s sake, Amen

.

pleasure to him. And he wanted to be sure “his: father . "_'-'“.-"
was there that he. might have, a’ share in_ that honour. |- - BOOKS AND BOOK'BETS
‘What Ichl.lmslhness it all is, after all, these, ribbons and *| - Tl BY DR T T SHIEL S

T fur-belows. But my fnends, we may have such an occasion

. " 4Other I.IM. ﬂllps"
.+ .+ asthat every day we live; we may have a degree conferred,

. “The Plot That Fail
- . Speclal. Mustrated Nunlur of Sapt, .28

upon us from heaven when we do something that is the ] f Sept.-28 ... 25

expression of our supreme ambition to be well-pleasing to | . .ﬂ:’;’ﬂ;‘;‘q":,,',".,’:" {::;:,l ':'," &ﬂ::.,,::? .;'5',;.;.',' . .::

God. And then we have the Father, Son, and-Holy Gost, |- “The Oxford- Group Analyzed” - - - ..o -“eouo-oo-oov 08

and all the angels 'to witness: rﬂhe recog-mtmn of .our | “Does Killed'in Action Mean Gone to Heéven?" _____._. 05 -

obedience. . _|. “The Christian Aitude Toward Amusements” ... ..._. g:
O we are Saved by grace, but we s‘hali be’ re'warded for - | - “The God of. AU Combort”™ - ooeelonenoeoo o

our obedience, and therefore’ we ouight always to .en- . The Gospel Wifness ;

deavour to be well—pleasm'g to God. And tthen after that : | |3° eeﬂ.a,.d Sfreef Eas'l' Toronfo 2

Caned.a‘_ . '

you take the 'wordl orf God and y'ou apply its pr1nc1p1es~ L
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Second Quarter Lesson 9

i OLIVE L. CLARK PRD. (Tor) |

- MANASSEH’S SIN AND REPENTANCE-
.-_Lesson Text:'2 Chronicles 33:1-13. .
Golden Text: “Before I was afflicted I went. a,sbray bu!t néws
- have I kept. thy- word ' Psalm 119:67.

L Hls Sm verses 1-10.; Compare 2 ng‘s 21: 1-9

" The in of Manasseh was unreasonable and foolish. He was
the 'son of good King Hezekiah, and with-the example of his -
father before lh‘1m and .with the knowledge -of tthe way in
which his father had been IbPles;sed ‘by the Lord, he, 'too, should
have been~a wise: ami ‘good” monarch. ut Jthe"career of
Manasseh is a warniig -to ail that ‘no_one can trust in fthe
Lord for anéther; each"is responsible to rt.*he Lord ' for his
own soul ‘(Ezek. 18:20; Rom. 14:12). = The son or daughter of .
godly parents hasa wonde,vfu'l privilege- (1 Cor. 7:14), but he .
gr'ghe m'ust be born aagam tto_have fa.vour with--God '(Jolhn

.+ The gin of Manasseh was deliberate. In hls you.'ﬂh he -may

-have been influenced toward evil by cofrupt counsellors, but
. be knew the will of - the’ Liord concem'mg idolatry , (Deut.
18:9; 2 Chron., 28:3). ' He sinned against the:light granted to-.
him - by a Sovereign God Who had cast out the . hea1ihen
-hations-because of theéir idolatrous practices.: :
The sin. of Manasseh was presumptuous. . He not only u'e-

built the high places, once desiroyed by his ‘Faither,

- altars and groves for the worship of Baal (Deut. 16:21, 22;

Judg. 2:18) and worsh? | "the powers of heaven, the moon
- and stars, 'as did the Bal yvlbmans ‘(Deut. 12:3; 2 Kings 23:11;
Jer. 19 13 Ezek, 8:16;- Zeph. 1 :5), but he pre'sumed. to erect
altars ‘to ‘ﬂhese headihen 'deities, in fthe very temple of God,

" which had been built. for His praise in Jerusalem. (2 Chron."

6:6; 7:12-16).
gu'e'a't anld extreme; he indulged
of idolafry and witcheraft (Deut.” 18:10, 11;
Not only the_ heathen altars, but even
idols to tthe heather! gods were 'placed in the- very house of .
- the Lord, dedicated to Jehovah as the. only God (2 Kings
21:7; Paalm 132: :14). Moreover, he was cruel ami unjust,
puttmg to death those' who refused. to follow him in idolatry
(2 Kings 21:16).
Manasseh sinned hlm'sel‘f most g‘mevously, but he also led
the children of Judah 1n’oo sin. In this regard he followed
the pattern set by Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, of.whom it

! - is frequently said that -he sinned and caused Tsrael to sin-

- (1 Kings 16:30; Matt, b: 19)
his example -(ve'rse 22).
“Dhe sin of Manasseh -was inexcusable. He was warned ib

His own son, Amon, - :Eollowe‘d

" the-Lord through the prophets (2 Kings 21:10-15), but. o

refused. to. hearken;. therefore, His' sin rested upon his own
shoulders. (Rom. 2:1-4).. The prophets who ministered during
his ‘long _reign were ‘Hosea, Joel, Nahum, Habakkuk and -
Isajah. Theéir "warnings. were’ recorded Ibo form part of the

. 19;&11 'bhns dm“Manasseh -do “'vbefovre he was hum'bled” (verse
IL ms Repentance' verses. A1-18, ' .
" &)mpa.re 2 Kings 21: 10-18.

o national chronicle (versé 18).

' (ealﬂen Manasseh: refused to.Giear e word of 'the Lmd when

on_to repent; he was compelled to . give heed to the
o Spoke to him lﬁhroug‘h affliction; ' God in mercy
dhd norlr allow the king fo continué indefinitely..in" his evil

on, the. siccessor of Senmacherib,
to invade the land,; capture Jerusalem and carry off-the ng
. of Judah o Ba:by‘IOn in chains’ (Deut. 28:36). 'He hid himself

which he had mltroduced in t‘he land of Judah. H1s soul wa.s
" iprobably dxsgusted with the orgies wnd foul practices of

idolatry when seen, in thrglllr lpLoper tight. - Manasseh had been -
e

trained in the ways of rd, and this wickedness would

) be revolting to him, when he came to himself (Luke 15:17)._

In his affliction King Manasseh remembered the Lord, and

“then earnestly besought the Lord Whom he had neglected in

. ‘the time of prosperity (Psa. 119:71, 75; Jer. 81:18, 19; Heb.

- May 28—The Call to rbhe Penitent

Y

_*~.course, -bit. in. Bovereign é;wa:ce m'betrvened by. allowing the ...
' .ng of ‘Assyria, Esathad

among the brambles, trying without avail to.escape from his -

capture. “In Babylon ‘Manasseh had-ftime fo meditate wpon
this sins, and he seems_at-last to have realized"that the evil
cotise he had. beéen pursuing was- léading.him into mozal
’bondage, and that because of his apostasy he had-been per-
mitted to suffer. iSin ever enslaves ’t.he "soul (John 8 34
Rom 8:15, 17).
v Moreover, “in . Babylon the lmlg wmrld see. heaaﬂhemsm as
as lﬁhe refmed moda-alte pag'anmm

* -12:6-11). "Men may think they can five wuthout It:he’Lord, but .

when sornow comes, they instinctively turn to Him: -
'As Manasseh sought the Lord, tthe word of the’ Lord became
precious . to him and wrought repenttank:e in his “heart. He

- humbled himself before the Lord, acknowledging his sin

(verse 23; 2 Chron. 7:14). The- Lord used ‘His prophets as
mstruments not ‘nierély {o rebuke the king, but. also to bring
thim to r ce '(2-Sam, 12: 1:13; 24:11).. The ministry of
restoring the backslider is a precious one, difficult and fre-

'_quenlbly neglected -(Gal. 6:1, 2).

. The Lord hears the cry of those who tutm to Him in humil- -
1tyand with a.contnte heart (2 Chron. 12:7; Psa. 9:12; 34:18).

In, mercy-and in sovereign power Jehovah lbroug‘ht about the

releage of Manasseh (1 ‘Chron. 5:20), restonmg ium to his .
fommer position on the throne of Juddh.

.The repentance of Manasseh. was ‘gefuine, for he pwt away
tshe false 'gods, destroyed the altars and images which he had
set up. in the house of the Lord, repaired the true altar and-

sad erience he had lbeoome \convmced that’ fbhe Lord was
. Jehov God (Dan. 4 28-36)

- Daily Bible Readings
Ma.y 23—4Warmnlg' againgt Id; oatry
May 24—The Folly of Idolaxbry
May 25—The Sin of Manasseh
May 26—The Repentance of Manasseh
May 27—The Ministry of Affliction

Isa.- 40:19-26
. 2 Kings 21:1-9

. Psalm 119:65-80
................ Hosea 14

May. 29—'11he Resitora'tlon of ithe Pemfemt — Luke 15: 11-24

© . ALTERNATIVE LESSON
SPIRITUAL BLESSING THROUGH GENEROUS GIVING

" Lesson Text: Philippians 4:10-19,

Golden Text: “He which soweth épanmgly ﬂhall reap- also
sparingly; and he which soiveth 'bounﬂﬂfully shall reap
-also bountifully.”—2 Corinthians*9:6.

'The ostle Paul was languishing ‘in-a. dulsmal dark,. un- -+

comfortable Roman prison when he penned this' lotter of joy
to the \Christians at Philippi. One of his- causes of rejoicing -
was the liberal gifts.of the Philippian-believers (2 Cor. 11:8),
How welcome their gifts would be! Have the scholars ever

been in hospital or confined. to their homes for a time? . Did - ~

someone send them.flowers or a glft? What pleasure . it
fbrought to the patient, aml' Wlhat Joy and lblessulg tto the
giver! .-
These Philippians had, long des1red |to .send some material
comforts“to assist. Paul in 'the' time .of 1mp1‘isonment, but’
until. then lacked the ™ opportunity of expressing their love,
as they had expressed it on previous occasions (verses 14-18).
In thanking the Christidans for their token of fellowship,
the Apostle Paul made it clear that he was not complaifing
about hig lot. He thad learned by experience that no mattér -

‘what his outward circumstances m:Jg‘hlt .be, his' heait could

be at rest in the Lord (1 Tim. 6:6).: 'Iu‘t:hertlme of distress
he would not despair (2 Cor. 4: 8-10), and in the time of
prosperity he would remain himble (Deut. 8: 11-18 1 Cor.

.4:7). The word “therewith” (versé¢ 11) is.in 1ta11cs, indi-

cating that it is not in the original Greek: “I have learned,

- in whatsoever state I am, to be content.” There is a differ-

ence bebween being oom:em with our mmumstanoes and being

content in our circumstances. ‘The tformer might imply a ~

fatalistic attitude, a.loss of ambition, but the latter implies

a trustful submission to the Father’s “will, ena;blmg one to .

wa.lt patiently/till the Lord opens the. ‘door (Ps"a. 81:8; Heb.

'I‘he g'lfbs sent by the believers were gladly recelved not

‘because the Apostle.was in -great n’eed but because these

gifts were tokens that-the Lord. had given to the Philippians
the grace of generosity (2. Cor. 1:11), Undei these condi-
tions the gifts given to the servant of the God were in. realﬂ:y

_given to thé Lord Himself -(Matt,- 10:42; 25:40); constituting

‘g Sacrifice well-pleasing unte Him (Gal.: 6: 10; Heb, 18:15, 16).
- As .such, both" gifts

and givers would-be. blessed of God,

'ﬂheLotd-mllnotbedebtortoamymun Hemmseliwould

. Deut; 18:9-14

2 Kings 21:10-18

'.commanded Judah to serve God alone (verses 15, 16). Through -
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reward. the liberal believers (Prov. 11:25; Matt. 7:12; Luke
6:38). Their own needs would be su'pphed from the in-
exhaustible and heavenly supply of the riches of God, eoming
to them through Christ, even as in the time of famine the
riches of Egypt were made wvailable to the starving people
through Joseph (Gen. 41: 37-57; 2 Cor. 9:8; Eph. 3:16).
“Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap” (Gal.
6:7,-8) is truel not merely of the nature of the seed and har-
vestr but also of their amount. Omne cannot expect a large
harvest when but little seed has been sown (Prov. 11:24, 25;
123) % 2 Cor. 9:6, 7). The liberal soul shall be“blessed of the
T oo .

.

= " VICTORY OR DEFEAT

P

. By A. NORMAN MCMILLAN

JACK EVANS was in a serious state of depression.
His team had lost the hockey game. That alone was not
enough to account for his present. dejection of spirits.
He had lost before, and us'tﬁ'lﬂy with good grace. But

today nothing could rouse him from his depression.

- His mother, whose experiences with boys had taught

her much, waited patiently for ithe situation to develop
_and at last the silence was broken..
““Mother, God. was on the side of the other team today,

o~

and they won.’ -
“Perhaps, they won,” suggested“ hls mother, ‘“because
they were the better team.” .

Jack frowned and his blue eyes showed fire. “But they

- weren't, Mom, they lost their tempers and cheated and,

swore. We made up our minds to play fair and cut out
‘the bad language. And they won and we were licked.
God was on their side, and it’s not fair.”

Mrs. Evans tried to comfort him but Jack would not
be consoled. The ugly fact remained. His team that had
tried to keep ﬂhe rules and play fair had been beaten
by a team thdt didn't give a hang about these things.
© God; it seemed, was on the side of might—not right. You
couldn’t explain.that if you argued all night.

Jack’s father arrived home from work at six o’clock
and before. Jack had seen him, Mrs. Evans had related
the'incident and presented Jack’s problem.

* ™ Mr. Evans pondered the matter carefully before ascend-
ing the stairs to his son’s room. He discovered Jack
sprawled out on his bed, perplexity written on his face.
© “Well, my boy, I hea'r you won o'wt today,” he éxclaimed,
~cheerfully. -

“Well, then,” reported Jack, “you heard wrong, ‘cause
we didn’t; we were licked.” .

‘‘Oh, but I heard that there were two contests,” con-
tinwed his father with caution, “Which did you win?”
“ Jack sat up anld folded his hands over two rather du‘ty
knees.

“I don’t know what you’re driving at Dad. What do‘

you mean %

Mr. Evans sat down on lthe bed beside his son.

- “Mother told me all about it, Jack. She told me you
lost the mateh but you won in what really counts. You
didn’t beat the other side but you conguered yourselves
when you refused to cheat, lose your tempers or swear.
I 'want to congratulate you, Jack. You won out and I’'m
proud of you.” -

The sullen look disappeared from Jack’s face as he came
to see the truth in his father’s words. A slight smlle
appeared on his 11ps , ~

“I never thought of it 'in that way, Dad,” he said, “Then
God was really ‘on our 51de alll the time, wasn’t He ?”

“Inasmuch as you Were 6n the side of right,” replied his
his father, “You must have been on God's side and He

-~

/

Solemnly Jack said:"

on yours. You know, son, a great man, many years ago
wpoke a wise word when he said—‘Greater is he that
ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city.’ Do you
think you understand ?”

Jack nodded.. ‘“Thanks, Dad I see | 11: 'dlﬂ'eremtly ‘TIOW.

I guess T had the Wrong idea about God, and a Iot of other
th'mrg's to'o " . : . P

»~~ THE CONSECRATION OF OUR.-HOME LIFE
By fdith Noah prepared an ark to the samng of

‘hzs house.—Heb. 11:7. -

What a humble, what “a modest sphere for the exer-
cise of faith! One would have said that the purpose
was quite disproportionate-to the work. The ark was
a great underbakimg, but what was it undertaken for?
To save his'own family. I's so narrow a sphere worthy to
be the object! of faith? Is so commonplace a scene as the
life of the family circle fit to be a temple for the service of
God? I aiways thought that. the family was a secular

thing., I always held “that the duties of- a man’s house- .

hold had nothing to do with his religious duties; that

they were far too small things to have a place beside

the reading of chapters and the singing of psalms. Go-
ing to church-was the service of God, but ‘to -perform
the duties of the household was only the service of man.
Here is a voice which tells me all this was a delusion and
a dream. Noah is bidden to prepare an ark.for the sav-

" ing of his house.- His whole life on earth is a work for,
his family, and that is counted to him. for a religion;

it is called faith. He is only allowed to have one motive
for action—a domestic motive, a commonplace motiye, an
intensely practical m-o‘tivt._t‘fxe protection of his 'fémil-y,
the sustenance of his sons -and daughters; but because

“he fills-that sphere to the measure of his power, he is

=

reckoned among the company of those who through faith
and pat‘lence inherited the promise.

My soul, ' when ‘thou hast finished thy prayers and ended
thy meditations, do not say that thou hast left the house
of God.If thou art true to”thyself thou shalt seek, like
the psalmist, never to leave ‘God’s house, but to remain
in- it all the days of thy life.
be everywhere, and thine own house shall be a part of
it. When thou enterest into thy home thou shalt feel
that thou art going.into a temple, a place of divine wor-
ship, an atmosphere of holy service. Thou shalt feel that
all the duties’ of this place are consecrated, that it is
none other than the house of God and one of the gates
to heaven.

bread to the family circle thou art fulfilling one form-
of the command: “this do in-remembrance of me.”  If
thou art shedding the warmth of thy love around the
domestic hearth, thou art giving to the members of thy
‘household, it may be, their first sense of God. How shall

they love the divine Father except through the image of _

a human fatherhood? How shall they prize. the divine
Brother except through the form of a human brother-

‘hood? How shall they appreciate the revelation of the

house with many mansions if their experience of an earth-

-1y home hag not been suggestive of peace? Therefore

be it thine to make thy house his house. Be it thine- bo
consecrate each word and look and deed in the social life:
of home. Be it ‘thine to build thine ark of refuge for
the wants of common 'day; verily, thy labor of love shall
be callled an act of faith. - —GEORGE MATHESON

Pl

God’s house shall to’thee

Thou shalt feel that every one of jts duties
.is an act of high communion: If thou art-breaking thy

~




