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'OUR CHALLENGE UNANSWERED

The. Editor of THE GOSPEL WITNESS challenges
" any responsible official. or member of The Canadian
Council of Churches to deny that, in Dr. Nels F. S.
Ferre, this Council, through one of its boards, has -
sponsored a speaker who has denied or cast doubts
upon the following truths:

" (1) The sinlessness of Jesus Christ.
{2) The Virgin Birth of Jesus Christ.
(3) The unique inspiration of the Bible.
(4) The substitutionary atonement.
(5) The real deity of Jesus Christ.
(6) The fact of eternal punishment.

Further, we challenge any member or official of
the said Council to' deny that Dr. Ferre positively
teaches these anti-Christian doctrines:—

" ACHALLENGE

(1) That Jesus Christ could and did sin.

(2) That He COULD have been the son of a
German soldier!

3) _Théf He probably was the Son of Jo.seph.
{4) The existence of purgatory. )

(5) The ultimate restoration to divine favour
of allmen. *

The pages of THE GOSPEL WITNESS are open
to any who will dare to deny these facts. We ex-
. pect no such denial for we have on hand definite
references from Dr. Ferre's own pen to support our -
charges. Copies of this issue will be sent o Dr.
Ferre and to the President and Secretary of The -
Canadian Council of Churches.

N LAST week’s issue .of THE. GOSPEL WITNESS there
* appeared a story concerning the visit to Canada of
Dr. Nels Ferre who spoke under the auspices of the Board
of Christian Education of the Canadian Council of
Churches. Ordinarily the visit of an American theologi-
cal professor and writer would arouse litile interest.
‘Dr. Ferre, however, is such an outspoken critic of the
Bible and the historic 'Christian faith that THE GOSPEL
WiITNESS felt that his infidelity should nmot remain un-
noticed. Further, the fact that tthe Canadian Council of
Churches sponsored the speaker made it even more neces-
sary ‘to ‘inform (Christians that this Council is giving
active support to those who deny precious Biblical truths,

N

The above chal’lenge was printed on page two of last
week’s GOSPEL ‘WITNESS but, as yet, we have received no
angwer. The Toronto Teleg'mm of May 6 also carried
the story, quoting freely from THE GoSPEL WiTNESS. If
we receive no answer from the President or the Secretary
of the Canadian, Council of Churches, we can only assume
that the, Council was fully eaware of Dr. Ferre's anti-
Biblical teaching and that the views of Dr. Ferre are
substantially the views of the Canadian Council of
Churches.” This is a solemn and disturbing thought —
the leaders of Canadian Protestantism are committed to
a view which can only dishonour God, confuse ‘Christians,
damn souls and close churches.
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'Regardless of whether we receive an answer by next
week, we shall publish in the next issue of THE GOSPEL

WITNESS a full account of Dr. Ferre’s teaching ‘in order

to verrfy all our changes -We ask our readers to ico-

operate in giving ‘bhe'se issués of the paper a wide dis-
tribution. -

s * -

OWEN SOUND — MAY 23
The new Baptist Church building in '‘Owen’  Sound
(Pastor, Reginald Brown) will be officially opened on
Monday, May 28. Because this is a holiday, it is expected
that hundreds of Christian friends will descend upon the

Georgian Bay city to rejoice with the believers there. A

full program has been planned and spikitual lbflessmg will
come 'to any who a‘ﬁtend ’ )

The afternoon session |w1ll be held-at 2 pm. Speakers .

will be Rev. Samuel Dempster, pastor of the new Baptist
work in’ Kingston and Mr. Leslie Tarr, Editor of . The
Gospel Witness. In addition- to these ‘messages, : Spe(:lal
musical numbers will be presented Iby friends.

The evening session will ’begm at 7:30 sharp. The
spea.ker at this great rally will be Rev. H. C. Slade, Pastor
of Jarvis Street Baptist Church.

Meals will be served at noon and at 5.30 p.m. Any who
plan to attend for the whole day would be well-advised
to write Pastor R. Brown, 848 — Tth: 'St, E., Owen Sound.

A THIRST FOR GOD

Blessed are they which do hunger and th'z.rst after .
-nghteousness for they shall be filled.—~Matt. 5 :6.

What a wonderful breadth of divine charity!’ He who
is altogether rlg‘hteous will accept from us even the thirst
after z‘lg‘h'teousness He 'w1'll- not reserve his blessing
until T become actually pure: he will bless my.very ef-,

. fort after purity. IHe will accept the mere desire of him;
" the mere wish-of my heart to be like him; the mere thro'b

of my pulse to be near him. Tho I have not reached him,
if only T see in him a beauty that.I long for; he will count
it unto me for righteousness. “Tho I claim not to be like

- him, and despair ever to touch the hem of his garment,
if only I can admire afar off the kingliness of his beauty,-

he will bless my hunger. and my very thirst for him. Yet,
say not, Oh my soul, that thou hast salvation without
goodness. Thou couldst not hunger after hrm, thou
couldst not thirst for hlm, if he were not already in thee.
Thou couldst not see in him any beauty to desire if thou
thyself\ hadst not the. germ of ‘the .same beauty. “We
shall be like 'hum, for we shall see him as he is’™; thy vi-
sion of him is the proof of thy likeness to him. If thou
were not Tike him, thou wouldst not see him, as he is. If
he-were not in thee, thou couldst not. wish to imitate
him—¢ouldst not even feel ‘thy 'dlespan' of 1m1ta'tmg him.
T’horu canst not admire what is out of. thy nature, nor

. seek what is not kindred to thy rbe'mlg Therefore, my

soul, thy hunger pleads for thee; thy thirst- 1n'tercedes for

_ thee, thy longing advocates for thee, thy very sensé of

moral want predicts that the spirit is-at the door. Thou
canst cry for outward food before:thou knowest the taste
thereof, but thou canst not’ ery for righteousness until
thou hast “tasted that the Lord is good.” He who sees the

King iin his beauty has himself begun to.be beautiful; he

who hungers and thirsts after righteouness is alrea,dy be—
ginning to, be filled.

—GEORGE MATHESON

i
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A REMINDER TO SEMINARY FRIENDS
‘The students of Toronto Baptist Seminary are grate-

‘May 12, 1955

ful to the many friends who -assist the institution by -

sending
able the prospective preachers, missionaries and Christian
workers fo obtain meals at a very low cost. As summer.
approaches, we are reminded that the time 'draws mear
to- preserve fruits and vegetables. 'We trust-that all our

gifts of food and canned goods. ‘These gifts en-

.-

supporters will-remember the 'Seminary at this itime and -

set aside some-provisions for this important linstitution.

If you.feel that you could help, simply write The Secre-*-

tary, ‘Toronto Baptist- 'Semmary, 837 Jarvis Street,

Toron'boz S »

SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET ‘L

“ “Be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour

/is- ot in vain in the Lord.” The teachers in the Bible *

School and the workers in J. arvis-Street Church can fes-
tify experimentally to the truth of this vérse. Durmg the

past eight weeks over two hundred new - scholars have been

~

N N
Y

brought into the ‘Sunday morning Bible Séhool. The _
systematlc vigitation will continue and, under God’s bless- -~

ing many more will yet be reached for the Lord.
The preadher at both services on Sunday was Mr., Slade
In the morning he stressed the work with the youn- , deal-

ing particularly with the mother’s influence in ‘the spir- = .

itual life of the child. - In the evening the subject was -
“Reservations For Héaven Secured.” One man pu'bhcly
pm‘fessed faith in lChnst a't 'ﬂhe conclusion of the even--
ing service.
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- "LIKE SHEEP"

' A Sermon by Dr. T, T. Shields

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday M:)rﬁ'img, March 2nd, 1930
(Stenbg'ra:phncally Reporbed) o

’ '

“’.l‘hendlrewmawmrbohmallﬂhepubhcansamﬂsmmmfartohearmm.

“And the Pharisees and scribes murmured,

and eateth with them.

saymg, man- receiveth ginmers,

“And he spake this pdmhle unito them, saying,
“What man of you havmg an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth mot
.leave the mp:ety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which 1s lost unml he

find it?

“And when | he hath found lit, he layeth it on his ghoulders, rejoicing.
L : “And when he cometh h'ome, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saymg
T unto ‘them Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost.

“] say unto you, that likewige joy shall be inx hedven over one ginmer that

repenteth,

.more than over ninety and nine just persons, which meed no repentance,” Luke 15:1-7.

Prayer Before the Sermon.

0O Lord, we are in Thy Holy presence, and we have come
to hear what God the Lord shall speak. ‘We pray that we may
have the direction and the illumination of the Holy Spirit,
that our hearts may be opened to the reception of Thy Word.
As Thou didst open the ‘heart of Lydia,so we beseech Thee
‘o open ours. May the word preached proﬁt’ us because it

- shall be mixed with faith in ‘those who hear it. The hearts

of all in Thy presence are open to Thee. Thou knowest our
special meed 'this morning. '‘Give- to ‘us, we pray Thee, in an
unusual degree,.the power of Thy Spirit. May this morning

.be a morning of decision for many who have long delayed

their surrender to Jesus Christ. Help us who are Thy péople
greatly to rejoice in God our Sakur W'e ask it for Jesus
Christ’s sake, ‘Amen. .
v/ o : )

OU WILL remmn'ber that on this occasion, in the

company to whom our Lord spoke, there were many-
publicans and lsunne'rs, neédy men and women, many of
whom were conscious of their need. But there were pres-

" ent also many religious people who were called- Pharisees,

and they said, “This man recelvebh sinners, and eateth
with them.” They had an jdea, apparently, that religion
was for good- people, that ,théy were numbered among
the good, .(and they were among ‘the good!) and

they could not understand how a prophet like Jesus Christ

could. mmgle with the nﬁ-raff of the day, the pubhcans
and the sinners. .

On another occasion a Pharisee called Simon invited
our Lord Jesus to dinner, and while He was in his house
there came a poor woman from ‘the street. ‘She began
to bathe His feet with her tears, and to wipe them with .
the hair of her- Ehead ‘When 'the host, Simon, saw it he

said, “If 'this man J esus 'were a pro;ihet He would 'know“

what manner of woman this is; that she is a sinner.”’

Our Lord knew his thoughts, and He said, "Slcmon, I have
somewhat to say uiito thee.”” And e saith, “Master, say
on.” Then He gaid, “When I came into your house you
offered me no water for my feet”—which was a custom

. .of tthe coun‘try When they came from a journey with
" sandalled feet they were offered water to bathe their feet, |

to remove the mand and, dust of ‘travel ‘He said, “You
omitted the ordinary courtesies ‘of life. You gave me no
water for my feet, ibru% this 'woman since T came in hath
not ceased 'to bathe my feet with her tears. Wherefore,.

‘her sins, which are many, are forgiven.”

-

There- are few who understand the purpose of ‘Christ’s
commg into the world. The revédlation of God in ‘Christ is
unique in this, that it reveals Him as being graciously
disposed toward sinful men, and ready .always to receive

such as repent of ‘their sins. When, on 'this occadlon, the
. Pharisees complamed among 'themse]ves that Jesus Christ -
. received sinners, and actually sat down to meat with ‘them,
. «He.spoke ‘bhese three matchléss parables, olf the Tost slheep, i

the lost coin; and the lost son.

‘To the ﬁrsrt of these parableswe- shall direct our ‘thought _
for a little while ‘this morning. How very sumrple it s,
and how important that it should be ‘simple! Tt was in-
order to. simplify the truth of God that Jesus Christ came.
He Who was iffinibe took upon Him our finite nature.

He Who was unv1s1b1e rendered Himself visible by cloth- -

ing Himself with our flesh. And He Who was ‘the high
and lofty One inhabiting eternity, ‘came down in the form

of a man that He mlgh‘t touch us, and talk wwh us, and :

1lift us ‘up to God. It is important that I.should be simple
this. morning, because I want the boys and -girls, .even -
the youngest, t6 understand what I say. And- I am in-
clined {o 'think. when ?%ttle children understand . ‘Hhe
preacher u‘t helps 'ﬂhelr fathers to understand too. |

;—_-_...’-

; I 0 :

We are none of us so gifted that we are able e’ﬂther to
fathom the depths or scale the heights. AND HERE THE
LORD, WHO KNOWS ALL ABOUT US~—~WHAT WE ARE-BY NA-
TURE, OUR DISPOSITIONS, ALL OUR TENDENGIES—LIKENS .

'US, EVERY ONE OF US,-TO SHEEP, It is not a very com- '
plimentary simile; 7t is not & figure that leaves us - much |

ground for boasting. That is what we are ‘like, sheep!

every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on
‘him the iniquity of uy all.” “I have gone-astray like.a
lost sheep”, said the Psalmist. You will remember he_
spoke of ‘the TLérd as &ns ‘Shepherd, and of himself as a
sheep. - “The. Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want.”

2

-

““All we like sheep. have gone astray;. we have turned ' -

And so, ‘my business is to talk to a. lot. .of s!heep Yes, -

even if you have been to college! ‘A lot of sheep” s heads-
too '—for a8 sheep is the most stupid of alll God’s ereatures.

A sheep 'has less sense than any other creature 1. -know.._ '
‘If adog be lost it will find its way home ag:_a.m If you

°

N
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were 'to take that cat of yours out into the country fifty
or.a hundred miles it would very probably find its way
‘home. But a sheep when lost can never find its way home,
even from one field to another, It has'mo sense at all.
Even its instinct will not guide it. You remember on one
occasion the Lord said, “The ox knoweth his owner, and
the ass his master’s crib; but Israel doth not know, my
people doth not consider.” We have less sense than an
ox! And if will allow me to say so, we are more stupid
by nature than an ass. Even %n ass will find its way home.
It knows where fits provender is. But men and women,
and boys and girls, are blind to their own interests. They
are just like sheep. A sheep is the most defenceless of
all creatures. It has no way of fighting, of defending
itself against dogs or wolves. You will remember how
David tells that when he kept his father’s sheep there
went out a lion and a bear, and took a lamb out of the
. flock. ‘The sheep had no power to resist the lion or the
bear: it was dependentt for its safety upon help outside
of itself, upon a power not its own. :

Angd that is true of every one of us. We have no povwer
to help ourselves in spiritual things. I kmow it is common
nowadays for ‘the preacher to tell people how wise tthey are
and how strong they are—and all the time people know

“that it lis not true. So far as spiritual truth is concerned
we are anything but wise; and in respect to .the powers
of evil which would destroy us, we are utterly at their
mercy, and unless a power ‘that is mot human, that is
superhuman, ‘intervenes, we ‘cannot be saved at all. We
are just like poor helpless sheep at the mercy “of the dogs
-of hell, al'ways

That is true of these fboys and girls. Oh, how we o'ug‘h't'

to love them! How we ought tto seek to save them! How
concerned we ought to be for their moral and spiritual
.welfare, when we think of the unfriendly attitude of this
world toward all the things of ‘God!" The Lord said, “Be-
hold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves.”
And that is what all these children are, at school, and at
play, what these young people are at business, or at
college, wherever they are; and what all the rest of us are,
young or old, just sheep in ‘the midst of wolves-—no wea-
pon, no power, no ability to defend ourselves at all. Our
lives are not worth a moment’s purchase, dear friends,
because we are beset with enemles, and have no nproteetlon
unless God affords it us.

Then this parbticular sheep was a lost sheep. And we
are lost. We do not even know the Father’s address. We

do not know the road that leads to His home. No man _

by searching can find out God.

T may have told you, but if I have I think I will repeat
it, of a little girl I saw once in Hamllton when I was
pastor there. I was going down the s'hreet and I saw a
little girl of five or six years of age outside a store
window, crying, and rubbing her eyes. Nobody was pay-
ing any attention to her, so I stopped and said, “Why,
girlie, what is the matter?” She said, “I want my Auntie
Mi.” “Well”, I said, “dry your eyes, and I will gee if I
can find your Auntie Mi for you.” She looked up and
smiled through her tears, pleased -that somebody was
‘taking an interest 'in her. When I got her calmed down
a little I said, “Now tell me where Auntie Mi lives?”
“Why”, she said, “she lives with grandma”! Tsaid, “That
is fine. We will have to find grandma then as well as
Auntie Mi, shall we not?”’ The little gitl was excited, and
I tried to keep her cool, as I said, “Now tell me, Auntie
Mi lives with grandma?” “Yes.” “Well, where does grand- .

L]

ma live?” “Why, ghe lives with Uncle Bob”! We were
making progress! I tried once more, and I said, “Tell
me now, where does Uncle Bob live?” “Oh, Uncle Bob
lives with grandma”! Then she went further and, as-
sured me that grandma lived with Auntie Mi, and
Auntie Mi lived with Uncle Bob, and Unncle Bob lived
with grandma.

I took my little friend into a-store, and got a tele-
phone directory, to try to find out what her name was.
She knew her first name, but she could not remember the
other. ‘She did not even know her own name. I tried to
find out what Uncle Bob’s other name was, but?to her
he was simply “Uucle Bob”, and grandma was “grandma”,
and Auntie Mi was “Auntie Mi”. After a while I saw
that there was no possibility of finding out anything
from her, o I ttook her to the police station. The
sergeant Treceived us very kindly.. I told him who I
was, that I had picked up this little \giirl on the street as
she could not find her way home.” So he put her up on a
stool, and began to question her. Of course he had had
more experience with lost children than a poor preacher!
He 'tried his hand, and when he had -got through he had
learned this: ‘that this little girl lived with Auntie Mi,
and that Auntie Mi lived with grandma, and that grandma
lived with Uncle Bob! I said, “Sergeant, what do you do
in cases like this?”’ “We cannot do anything but waft
until someone comes ito look for her. Auntie Mi will be
along after a while, or Unecle Bob; ‘somebody will be here.
It will not.be very long before we shall have enquiries
for a lost child.”.

That was just a little girl's emperlence, but we are all
about as well informed respecting spiritual 'things as
this little girl was about her Hamilton address. We are °
lost, and like sheep we must walit until Soniebody finds
us. We shall neyer get home unless Somebod.y comes to
look for us. .

. Then again: like sheep, we follow the example of oth-
ers; like sheep, we have gone astray. I remember once
being in Wales, and’I saw a flock of sheep coming down
a road, with a man behind driving thé sheep. He had a
couple of dogs with.him, which he was keeping in the rear.
There are hedges on either side of the roads in the Old
Land, some of you know them. In the hedge on the left
side of the road there was a gap, just a little hole." One
 sheep saw it, and up the bank he went—and every other
- sheep after him. Thé man called, but they paid no atten-
ftion whatever. Then he sent his dogs after them; they
went after ‘the sheep to driive them back again to the road.
They were all going one after another through that gap—
for what, they knew not; but one 'had gone, and the rest .
were following.

We are all like sheep, every one of us. Because one
does a thing, ‘everyone else does it. “By one man sin
entered into the world”; and we have been following in
Adam’s footsteps ever since: You girls—and the men are
not a bit better—you will all be changing your hats in
a week or so, arid the ones you will get will probably not
look a bit betiter than the one you now have. But it will
make no difference what they are like at all; whatever
the fashion of ‘the day is you .will all follow it. So will
the men, especially the boys. Oh how we do like to be up-
to-date! You see some other boy with a hat that is new
this season, and you -go and buy one. You are as bad as’
your sister, every bit of it. We are all like sheep.

I do not- know how many Iboys\ﬁhere are here who
smdke I wish you would all give it up. The best time

-
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to give it up is now. But I will venture o say there is not
one man in a hundred who now smokes who smoked for
his own pleasure first of all. He simply did it because
he saw other people doing it, that s all. The women
are as bad as the men. Do ot comphme'nt yourselves.
Just buy a picture of a sheep—'the more stupid it looks
the better—put it in a frame, and hang it up in your
bedroom, and say, “That is just like me. I am like a
sheep doing silly 't,hmgws all the time, running away from
my -best Friend.” That is the picture of men and women
and boys and girls, as they are by nature.

II

‘THEN THIS SHEEP, BEING LOST, HAD SOMEONE TO GO TO
LOOK FOR IT. ‘The man left the ninety and nine in the
wilderness, and went out after the lost one. That is the
explanation of Christ’s coming to earth. That 'is why
“Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of

Herod the king”. That is why He left the highest throne

- in glory for the cross of deepest woe. That is why Deity
walked in the midst of humanity, why 'God speaks to
men by human lips, because the Good 'Shepherd is going

. outafter the lost. That is why we have a Bible. From Gen-

esis to Revelation it is the voice of the Good 'Slhephend.
It is directed toward the ﬁnd'mg of lost -slheep That is
the purpose of God 'in 't,'hns gervice this morning, to find
that which is lost.

I love to think of this particular phrase in the parable,
that 'the Shepherd goes out after the lost “until‘he find
it”. There were many obstacles in 'the way, many -diffi-
culties to ‘encounter, many valleys bo descend, many hills

to climb, many “foes to meet; but in spite of everything:

ﬁh:s good shepherd went out after the lost “until he find
t »

I remind you that in seekmg us, the Lord Jesus has had
‘great difficulty. He had to deal with dur sins. He had
to deal with our foes. He had to bear our guilt in orderthat
He might redeem us. But in“spite of all obstacles Jesus
Christ never ceased His search until He was able to cry,
“It is finished”. And then in His work of grace in respect

to the individual sinner, how He has gone after us! There -

are people here who have known the Lord for many.a year,
but T am sure you could ‘tell this morning your experience
of how you tried to run away from Him. You turned your
back upon Him. You ‘disguised yourself. You did every-
thing in your power to keep away from God—and yet He
pursued you. He hedged up your way with thorns, or He
sent His dogs after you. .He visited you perhaps with af-
fliction, with privation, with a multitude of adversities,
until at last you were ready to cry like Jacob, “All these
things are against me.” But He kept after you ‘“until
_He found you”. At last, when you felt the touch of His
Spirit upon you, and you-were brought from poverty o
wealth, from strangerhood to fellowship, from alienation
from God into a place in His family, you were able to
look back on your life’s experience and say, “Now I can
understand; He loved me with a love that would not let
me go.” There lis not one of us here this morning who
would ever have béen a Christian if it had not been that
the Good Shepherd went out after us, seeking us, deter-
mined fo have us, and pursuing us until at last He found
us.

There are some of you who have:not yet yielded to
Christ. But he is seeking you, He is calling you, and if He
has set His heart upon you He will never let you go “until
He finds you”. You had better hear His voice before

troufble comes upon you, before you hear ithe barking of
His dogs! I do npt know how' He will deal with you; but,
seeking you, He will not let you go until He finds you.

I desire to pass this word on to you who are Christian
workers. We ought ourselves, being found of the Lord,
to have the shepherd-heart. We ought to be concerned

‘about the lost. We ought to be filled with His Spirit.

We ought to be as anxious for the salvation of men and_
women. and boys and girls as the Lord Jesus Himself is.

And if we.are, then we shall be seekers, even as He is a

Seeker. “Follow me”, said He, changing the figure, “and

I will make you fishers of men.” If we follow Him we

shall go out after the lost “until we find it”. - *

1 appeal to you who are teachers never to give rbhat
scholar up, that scholar ‘that tries your patience, the one
who, after one or two attendances, is absent. You go after
him orher, and he or she maypromise you ten times, twen-'
ty times, ﬁﬁby times, 2 hundred times ; until you say,“What
is the use of wasting time on that scholar? I may as well .
try ‘to get somebody else.” Let ‘me beg of you not to give
anylbody up. Go out after the lost' “until you find him”.
Keep on at it. Do you say, “I have invited him twenty °
times”—ithen make it forty. “But I have already invited
him fifty times” then make fit one hundred. How many
times did God invite you? How many 'times did He call
you? If He had had no more patience and.perseverance
than'we have had, who of us would have been saved? Do
not let any scholar !sﬂlilp out of your class. If they have
forsaken you, that is a reason why you should go after .
tihem—ankl‘ keep aftter ithem.

I read once of a man who invited someone to church,

‘and he laughed at him. He called again and invited him,

and he said “I never go to church.,” He kept on calling
until at last he began to tell him how many times he had
called. “Mr. So-and-So, this is the twentieth time I have
come, and I beg of you to come where you can .hear the
gospel. .I-am concerned about your soul.” “But I never
go to church!” Stifl the friend called, until at last he said,
“This is the thirtieth time” ; and after a while the fortieth
time, and the fiftieth time, and the sixtieth, and the seven-
tieth, and the eightieth, and fthe ninetieth. One day he
called and said, “Mr. So-and-So this malkes the hundredth
time that in the name of the Lord I have come to you
to bid you come to 'Christ, and as God lives you shall
answer for these hundred invitations.” At last the man
said, -“What in the world has moved ithis man to take an
interest in me? If he invites me one hundred times I
ough't in common 'coul‘tesy to go once.” And so at last -
he said, “I will igo.” When he crossed the threshold of
the place the Spirit of God was there before him, and his
heart was broken, he was saved Ibecause someone would
not let him go. .

1Go out after the lost, and keep seeldmg “him. until he
is found.

You women who are praying for your 'hudband@, you
‘have prayed for many a year, until it has seemed as
though the case were hopeless. I beg of you, pray on. The
Good Shepherd will answer by and by. Or there is a man
here who has tong prayed for his wife: Do not give up.
God never gives up. The Good Shepherd goes on until He
finds tthe lost. You do so too.

T remember reading of George Muiller, a great man
of Bristol who lived to be past ninety, that he was made
particularly happy by a bit of news. ‘He said, “There are
two men for whom I have prayed daily without ceasing
for sixty years, and I have just heard that one of them
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has been oonverte'd ” The éther one was not, but Mr.
*. Muller believed fthat the prayers offered would be heard.
When at last the ‘great’ man died, and they lowered his -
body into the grave, among those who stood. about that
_.grave was an old man, ithe other man for whom Mr. Muller

"- had prayed for sixty years. As thé clods of earth fell upon.

= that coffin, they fell upon his heart and broke it before

. the Lord;.and at Muller’s open grave ‘the prayers for the

- ‘salvation of the other man were answered, and he entered
’ ".into peace 'bhroug‘h believing in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Consider for a ' momerit Admiral Byrd down at the South -

Pole. Think ‘of his.work'in the north. “This man who

braved ever&bhmg, ice, snow—and death itselfi—in the in-

terests of science; and perhaps, in some small measure,

that he might Ibnng to himself a little fame. But oh, the
outstanding example, I repeat, is the example of - our Lord

-*Jesus Who came from “the glory. Let us emulate Him.,

Let us follow His steps, and go out aftendﬂhe. 1ost “'tull we

v . find it’. | ; A \

<. I was coming across the p’lams frorm Los Angeles about
a year ago. I do not know whether. it was in Wyommg
. or Nébraska, but it was one of those tevel gtatés out in
-the West. The train stopped somewhere that was nowhere .
to me. There was no town.or v111ag'e roundabout. I ‘Tooked
out of the window and I-saw a mud puddle—not a pond,
just a niud-puddle. Presently I saw @ little girl of about
fourteen years galloping across the plain on a pony. There
were two boys approachm- tthis mud-puddle ahead.of her;
they climbed over the wire fenee, andthe. little girl came
and ‘tethered her pony and gdt over the fence. I looked
more closely and I saw, right in the mud at the edge of -
" that puddle, a poor sheep, just the color of the mud. T
thad not noticed it ab first. Tt was just like tthe mud-that
. was around it, like a lhbtle mound of mud. The girl came
over and-felt it o see if it was atilt breathing. “There it
was in a mud-puddle, no depth of watér, but mire, and
it could mot help itself at all. Tt needed a corurple of boys
‘and'a girl to lift that poor sheep out of the mud. -
There are lots of fboys and girls tike that in ‘t‘hrs city.
I see them sometimes iin the Ward and elsewhere, literally
o in their filth and their rags. sl say tto myself as I see them,
Y -“What chance in life has that boy?”’ “What chance in
"~ life has that girl ?” They are just like the mud roundabout
them, not a bit better. If you hear their speech, you may

- hear those little 'tomgues uttering blasphemy and obscen--

. ity. Who is going out after them? “Oh, they are just
the riff-raff!” That i¢ what you are, wha't I am; and
whatt ‘Jesus Christ came 'into this world to save. We had
fifteen hundred scholars in Bible 'School this morning, but: -
+ there are hundreds of boys and girls and young people
in the mire who_needs someone to save them. Go out after
them “until you find tthem”, no matter how long dt rl:ake‘s
you; let 't)halt be youribusmess <
And you young people, let me remind ' that out
yonder in Africa, in Thdia, and in ‘China, ‘t'here tre lost
" sheep by the millions with nobody ‘to look after them.”We
_ought to be sendmg ou't missionaries by the score, and 'the
hundred, going out to the uttermost parts of the ear‘ﬂh
-looking Tor :the lost until they find them. Will you lay
it to heart, you young people who have riot decided just

what God wants you to do? It may be He wants you to-

preach ‘the gospel 4t home or abroad. In _many cases He
wants you to find His lost sheep. That is what we. are’
here for, to go out afterthem “until he find it”. -

Wha_t a story fhis '1s' How mmple, how ubeaurtrfuilly

2

simple after aJl' 1 saw ‘thbse two - lrﬂble boys and 'Bhe'lr ~

sister apparehtly ministering to that poor filthy sheep in
-the mire. The sheep could not lift a leg. It had to have
'somebody lay hold of it, and by sheer force lift 1t and
carry itto a “place of safety

|III

AND FINDING THIS LOST SHEEP WHAT DID THE SHEPHERD
DO? . “When he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoul-
ders.” -That is what the Good Shepherd-does. 'What is
.it o be.saved? It is to lbe laid upon the shoulders of
the Almighty. It is to be 'un'derglrded by the very power of

God, by the.power .of .Him Who is: our Saviour, Who -

“upholdeth all things by the word of His power.” If He
weighed the mountains in scales, and the ills in a bal-
_ance, and taketh up the'isles as a very littleé thing, how
easy fit is for Him to take a poor sheep and lift it out of
the mire and put it'on His shoulders! .

“There are people here ‘t:h'l's morning who have made no
'profession of faith in Christ. yet they are not without
‘réligious interest. You have been interested in-salvation

. for years, you believe: 'm‘tel‘lectually ~the ‘truth.of the gospel

ﬂha’t IChrist: died and Tose. a,gam -and yet. whenever ithe
‘appeal has been made %o you,’ 'yYou have ‘answered, “T am
.afraid I should not be able to’ ‘hold out.” Let me tell you
that salvatxon \depends upon the strength of the Shoulders
of Jesus Christ. No'th'mg can-be plainer, than that truth,
that when the sheep is lifted: out'of the mire and put upon
the shoulders of the Pivine Shepherd, ils safety depends
not upon itself, but ‘thereafter upon the strength of Him

Who-is its Saviour. Jesus lCh'rlS't can ‘db that for -every -

one of us. =

I heard a man say once that he had geen a shep'herd'

~ plck up 4 vsiheep and carry it, and he said, I thought that

he would pick it up and putt /it over his. shoulder, but he

- lifted it and'put it upon his shoulders—not one shoulder

but both shoulders.” How did he doit? He took that poor

s'heep by the legs, and 1ifted it up and put. it upon his

shoulders—both shoulders, both hands, and he held it

there. “I-give unto them - eternal life; and they ghall

riever perish, neither ghall an'y man fpluck tthem out of
my hand.”

- I travelled on Friday albou't one, hunldredl and ‘twenty
miles through a hill coumtry, on' a *bus. It required about
as much sklfll %o ride the thing_ as it.would to ride a
broncho! :It rocked first: this way and then the other
way, and one lwondsered “whether he was going out the
back or ‘the ifront, or out of one of the windows. However,
we got through at last. ButIdo. no't think there i$ a place
so comfortable for the believer in all the universe as ‘to
to be held upon the strong shoulders of lthe Divine Pastor,
for that is what He is, the Shepherd and 'B'lshap o\f our
souls. He holds us and keeps uis.
. The poor sheep, I suppose, was about as 'dtu'pld; and
weak as ever,.in the beginning; and scarcely knew where
-it was. But the 'Shepherd did, and as soon_as He -got it
on His shoulders He TEJOI(!ed‘ Far from home, but He
reuomed' Our Lord says that in heaven, -as.soon as a
man really repen'ts, tthey begin to ring the bells and call

for the music. I have known. some people in whom you

could not work any enthusiasm at all. You tell them that
.a dozen people have been saved,. and they will say, “Well,
T hope ‘they will do very well.” That is not how the Lord
does. As soon as He gets us on Hl‘S shoulders it s time

o rejoice, because fthe moment the soul is committed to -

B ,May 12, 1955. .
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Jesus Christ 1t is just as safe as if. 1t were . unsxde the
gates of pearl. And if tney rejoice in heaven, surely it
would be fine for us to reJoxce on earth

-And then when He, comet'h 'home—does the “Shepherd
get home? Does He half save anyone? When He cometh
home, bearing the sheep, He calleth ‘together His friends

and His neighbours saying, “Rejoice with me for I Have -
- found my sheep which was lost.” This Good 'Shepherd

will not be alone in the Faf)her 's presence. He will come
’ home, and when He comes He ‘will say, “Be'hold"—cdhan'g-
ing the figire—*T and ‘the children whom Thou hast given
me.” He will be there tp “present us faultless before the
presence of His glory wrt,h exceeding joy.” Whether the

sheep knew it or not, the Shepherd knew when He lifted:

that sheep upon His shoulders. He said, “Everything
is all right now. You are as safe as you will be when we
get home. Andl now Iam going.to ta,ke you !home

‘Will you ever get to heaven?- Yes if you aré a~Chr1'st1an

you cannot help it. You cannot help it. Mrs. L1ill'1e used

. to girote a verse;which she said was. *t'he Pas‘t,or s favourite.
It is one of my favourltes ' .

.

.“For thoug‘h here hehrw ’m:ﬂ som‘ow,.and woe
, . My place is lin heaven with Jesus, I know,
“ And this I shall find that such is His'Mind .
' - He'll not ‘be iiv 'g'lory, .a.rnd leave me behind.” -

He will take me home. He will take you home.
take everyone home.who rests tipon His shoulders.

“But none of the ransomed ever knew

He will

. . . How decp were the wabers crossed;
Ndr thow dark twas the night 'ﬁheﬂ: the Lord
-~ ' passed -through

Ere He found ’H:ls 'dheep fbha:t was 'lbst.” e

I think I can see ‘that shepherd dhmlbmg the hills, go-
ing -sometimes along .a narrow path’' where there was a
deep precipice. The poor sheep had not-to walk;-the sure-
footed shepherd walked along the edge of the precipice,
and the sheep was just as jsafe, though-in the presence
of danger, as it was Wwhen at last it reached home. But
he came home! The lions may.have growled and roared,

‘the leopard may have thirsted for its prey, anid the wolves

howled in impotence ‘to get possession of that sheep, but
the shepherd had it, and he brought it safely home.

“But all 'ﬂhn*ou;gh the m’oumlﬂa.ms thunder ﬂven,
+And up. from the rocky stee;
There arose a cry 'to the. Fate df ‘heaven
, <. ‘Rejoice.:I-have found my sfheep'!"

. Andthe angel's—oan"t you hea:r them? IJlsten' .

“And the-angels echoed arouml thé iﬂha'o
. - ‘Rejoice for theLiord bring back His own’!"

- He will bring us lhome Ha.ve’ you brustedn Hlm" ‘Will you.
) ‘trust H' im now" '

TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY GRADUATION EXERCISES

§ L. Rev C D. Cole Recelves I-Ionorary Degree

HE annual 'gra’duatlon exerclses of Toronto Baptist -

: Seminary were held on Thursday, -May™5, in Jarvis

Street Baptist Church. Those whé haveé regularly at-
- tenided these graduation services:felt that ‘the attendance
was the largest for some considerable time: 'The great
three hour meeting was a benediction to all-who attended.
" The highlight of the evening was the granting of the
degree of Doctor of D'Nmrty (honoris -causa) to Rev.

. C. D. Cole, beloved Dean 'of Toronto, Baptist Seminary.

Mr. Cole was presérited by Dr. O. L. Clark to Mr. Slade,
the president of ‘the. Semmary -In presgnting him Dr.

Clark paid high tribute to thisiman of God as folllows —
“Toronto BaJp'tlst Seminary exus'ts for the purpose of -

bringing glory to the name of our bléssed Lord by {rain-
ing men and women for the ministry of proclaiming to
the ends of the earth the Gospel of ‘the #grace of God.
Over and .over again throughout 'bhe years our beloved
Founder and President, Dr. T. T: Shields, emphasized the
fact that mbo tSe‘mmaer in the world eould bestow upon
Christians the gifts of mind and heart necessary for such
. a ministry, saying that this was 'the prerogative of the

Sovereign Holy Spirit of God, and 'that at best, the Sem-
inary could merely provide gmdanlce Yand 'opportumty for-

' the exercise of those gifts. Hence, the spiritual qualifica-
tions of tthe members of the Faculty are of ltzhe utmost
importance.

“In Rev. C. D, Cole the ISem‘.ma.ry has ‘fmmd one who, is
eminently equ'.l.ppe'd by the Lord Himself for the pos‘x‘t’wn
of leadership to which he has attained, although he is
humbly not aware of "his own: greatness In honouring
‘Mr. Cole as a Pastor, Preacher, Tea.cher, Avuthor and
Scholar, the Seminary honours itself.

“Mr. Cole is a native of the South, and comes to us from
Kentucky, United 'States of Amel‘lea, where Baptists flour-
ish. He preached his flirst sermon on Easter Sunday, 1912,
in Mortons Gap, Kentucky, and in the following year was
ordained by the First Baptist Ohurch, des*t‘med to-be ‘bhe

scene of a-long pastomte of ﬂhnlty yea.m He 'mmlis'lzered
also fin Florida, hdld'mg pas'borwtes in :l‘x'tumlle, ‘Plant G1ty
and Orlando.
UAs a Writer and Author, !M'r ‘Cole has given an ae- -
. cepba!brle witnéss for the Lord which has extended to faf
distant parts. He was Associate Editor of the Biblical
- Echo and has contributed articdles to a number of periodi-"
cals, indluding The- Western Recorder of Loulsvmlle, Ken-
tucky, and The Florida Baptist Witness. He is at present
etrg'aged in writing-a series of works on Theology, of .which
. the first volume, “Definitions. 6f Doctrine,” has already’
been' puvbdxlhed 'I‘hus book is one of high ment - .

- “Rev.C.D. ‘Cole, in addition to being a Godly Pastor and
able Writer, is also'a T@acher tto the manner born. He
taught for some years in Florida Baptist Bible School. .He
revels lin the study of Theolog#, and as a scholar has-de-
voted many,years to. the eonttempl'wuon of the ‘doctrines of .

- our ‘faith, as revealed to us-in the Holy Scriptures. He.
has allso the happy faculty of being able to impant to others
the knowledge 'of which he himself has such a firm grasp.
The patient, deliberate way 'in which he seeks to make
plain the deep things of God has endeared him to all those

_ associated with the Seminary, and' to the many who have
profited by his lectures in the English Bible Course on
Thursday evenings. During ﬂns year of hus ministry in

. "Toronto, many hrave been i ingpired and up- -
lifted by his profound, yet sirigularly clear expositions of
the 'great verities of ‘Seripture. .

*  “In all his preaching and teaadhmg ministry, Mr. Cole
has ever maintained: sympathetic contact with ‘those to.
whom he is speaking. His  warmth of heart and kindly
genial disposition. ihave endeared him to all, for he is su-
premely interested in the souls of men. Bach mdwxdual
student has. profited by fellowship with Mxr: Cole in the -
things of the Lord.. His counsel has been invaluable. For
this reason the Trustees have-asked Mr. Cole to assume
the -offu:e of Dean of the Se

© “It is an honour, Mr. Prres*.ldent on behalf of the Senate
.of Toronbo Baptist Seminary, fo present to you, for-the
degree of Doctor of Dwmu‘ty, honoris causa, Rev, Claude
Duval Cole.”
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’ - The Graduates

The graduates of the year were presented-to the Presi-
dent to receive degrees and diplomas. Recipients of the
degree of Bachelor of Theology were Mr. Kenneth Kim-
bley and Mr, Samuel Tulloch. Diplomas were awarded
to Mr, Bruce Rowlandson (‘three year theological course)
and to Miss Ruth Parker (two year Bible course). Mr.
Kimbley will go' to L'1vely, Ontario, where he will min-
ister to the church thefe. Mr. Tulloch will remain in
Jarvis Street as the Church Visitor. Mr. Rowlandson is
the pastor of Bethany Baptist Church in Harriston. Miss

Parker will engage in Daily Vacation Bible School work .

during the summer months.

: The Valedlctory

The va’ledlctoman for the year was Mr. Samuel Tulloch
who qxpreseedl the sentiments of the whole student body
as he paid tribute to 'the late President of the 'Seminary,
Dr: Shields. Any who heard the valedictory could have
no doubts as to the soundness of the training received in
the Seminary. - -

Proficiency Awards

The leading students of each year were awarded the

Sarah Anne Kear Memorial Prizes, donated by Mr. Wil-

AY

._liam Reucassel. These students were:—Mr. Samuel Tul-

loch (fourth year); Miss Marion Veit (third year), Mr.
Samuel Pourret (second wyear), Miss Eleanor Bouskill
(first year). In addition #o these general proficiency

- awards, the followinig prizes were presented: the Eliza-
beth Ellen Lindsay Memorial Prizes, -the Martha Hollis- -

‘ter Prize, the Levi Dodson Prizes.
The Convocation Address

'The speaker for the evening was Dr. C. D. Cole. The '

students, graduates and friends rejoiced in his exposi-

- tion of the Word as he spoke of the -'h*i'g;h calling of the

Christian ministry. Out of a rich experience, he opened
his heart to the graduates, makmg it an evening that
they would long remember.

The attendance from the churches was good with many
pastors and believers in attendance. Al were impressed
with the meeting and with the consecrated faculty of. the
Semmary The President, ‘Mr. ‘Slade, has announced that
already an unusually large number of students have writ-
ten ito ‘inquire of the prospects:of entering the Seminary

‘for the next fterm. With God’s blessing, we look forward "
to a large enrolment but more especially to having young _

men and young women of His choosing. -

AMONG THE CHURCHES

~

“with H. C. SLADE

Week of Blessmg Follows Openlng .of Roseland Bmldlng

FTER mon'bh's of hard labour supplied by tthe members

of our congregation and some friends from Essex

we were able to open our church doors for the first time
on Good Friday. We had set our opening for that date
and worked night and day to have the auditorium com-
plét:ed in time. There ds still much to be done in the par-
sonage and Sundla'y gchool rooms at the rear of the build-
ing, but the work is hindered by the lack of funds which

"are needed to fully complete the building. ,Like our other .

new causes in the Conservative Regular Bapblst Associa-
tion, Roseland leans heavily upon the support of God’s
people elsewhere.
‘Good Friday saw friends coming from far and near to
celebrate the openinyg of the new lighthouse of God’s truth
vand saving grace. We had friends from Essex, the found-.
ers of the Roseland work, also from Windsor, Delhi, Til-™
bury, Owen - Sound, Sudbury, Lordon, and other places
as well. Rev. C. Rogens, Rev. B. R. Oa'bley-Wllljls, Pastor
Reg. Brown, Rev. John D. Greenleaf and Rev. Samuel
Dempster, our special speaker for the oceasion, made this
happy time more enjoyable by their presence and remarks.
An afternoon session was held Good Friday at 2:30;
this took the form of an informal- -service at which most
of the m'1m-s'ters mentioned took part. The story of the
work at Rov,eland and - of the building was briefly re-
counted, and due appreciation was shown those who helped
in the building and who gave gifts of 'furmture Rev. C.
Rogers offered the dedication prayer.

Over one hundred and fifty gathered for the evemng

_ session. Some of the Dbrethren who had not spoken in the

. afternoon took part in the service. Rev. Samuel. Dempster

stirred our souls as he led us to Calvary to remmd us of
the work Christ accomplished for us.

Mr. Dempster remained with us for the Easter Sun-day
services andfor a week of meetings. The meetings were
well attended with fifty to one hundred being present
each evening. The evident blessing of God was upon us
each evemng, and our souls were thrilled and blessed
by 'the messages given. Already God thas blegsed this
new house with the salvation ¢f souls. Four adults were
gloriously.saved during the week. _One family, which had
come #o the church only a few Sundays, came to a sav-

"ing knowledge of the ‘Saviour. In turn they immediately

went out to their relatives and friends to tell them of the
Saviour whom they had foynd. The sister of this man was
troubled in soul by his téstimony, so yesterday we went
to rpresen't the elaims of Christ to her and we left her

rejoicing. in Christ her new found Savidur. What a chain-_

reaction starts when one person comes to the Lord Jesus!
Another-man, for whom we had prayed for two years,
came into ‘the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus.
He had been our strongest supporter and best helper on

the building yet without ‘Christ. Building this house means

more to him now ‘for now he is building for his Lord.
God has still His ancient power and is mighty to save.

The end of tthe week came too. soon and none wanted
to see Mr. Dempster leave for he had led some to the
Saviour and God’s people closer to Calvary. None could
help but come away singing each evening our theme for
the week, andwhich shall always be our song. .

Isn't He wonderful, wonderful, wonderful,
Isi’t Jesus my Lord wonderful,
Eyes have seen, ears have heard
1t’s recorded in His Word
' 'sn'*b Jesus my Lord wonderful.
s o —PASTOR R. L. CHERRY

e —
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THE DEVIL'S MISSION OF AMUSEMENT

By Archlbald G Brown

-A reader in England recently sent us'a small booklet, “The Devil's Mission -

of Amusement”, by Archibald Brown, the great British Baptist preacher who

PE was contemporary with C. H. Spurgeon. Although this message was writien"
' ‘about fifty years ago, it speaks even more to our day than it did to Brown’s.

S " . We live in a time when even evangelicals in various moveinents are prepared to

unite evangelism and entertainment; ponder these words and let us resolve to

dlspense with such carnal weapons.

. The booklet is now out of print and we are pleased to revive it in the pages -
of The Gospel Witness. We feel that it is so much needed that we may issue '
it in a convenient booklet form. Read it and then write, telling us whether
you would like to see it in booklet form for wider distribution. - ’

IFFERENT days demand their own special testimony. -

The watchman who would be faithful to his.Lord and
the city of his God has need to carefully note the signs
of the times and emphasize his witness accordingly. Con-
cerning the testimony needed now, there can be little,
if any, doubt. An evil is in the professed camp of the
8o brazen in its impudence, that the
most shortsmg'hted of spiritual men can hardly fail to
notice it.

During the’ pas't few years it_has developed at an ab-

‘noninal rate, ever for evil. It has worked like leaven until ’

now the whole lump ferments. Look which way you may,
its presence makes itself manifest. There is little if
anything, to choose between Church, Chapel, or Mission
Hall. However these may -differ in some respects, they

bear a striking likeness in the posters that figure upon

and disfigure their notice boards. Amusement for the
people is the leading article advertised by each: If any
of my, readers doubt my statement, or think my utterance
too sweeping, let them take a tour of inspection and study
“the announcements for the week” at the doors of the
sanctuaries of their neighbourhood; or lét them read the
religious advertisements in their local papers..I have done

. ~this again and again, until the hideous fact has been

proved up to the hilt, that “amusement” is ousting “the
preaching of the Gospel” -as the great attraction. “Con-
certs,” “Entertainments,” “Fancy Fairs,” “Smokmg Con-
ferences ? “Dramatic’ Performances,” are the words hon-
oured with biggest type and most startling colours. The
Concert is fast becoming as much a recognllsed part of

* church life as the Prayer Meeting, and is already, in most

places, far better attended. !

“Providing recreation, for 'the people” will soon be
looked upon as a necessary part of'Christian work and as
binding upon the Church of God, as though it were a
Divine command, unlegs some strong voices be raised
which will make t‘hemselve's heard. I do not presume ‘to
possess such a voite, but I do entertain the hope ‘that I
may awaken some louder echoes. Anyway, the burden ol
the Lord is upon me in this matter, and I leave it with
Him to give my testimony ringing ‘tone, or to let it die
away in silence. I shall have delivered my soul in either
case. Yet the conviction fills my mind that in all parts
of the country there are faithful men and women who
see the danger and deplore it and w111 endorse my witness
and my warning.

~
It is only during the past few years that “amusement”
has become a recognized weapon of our warfare and devel-
oped into -a mission. There has been a steady “down
grade”.in this respect. From “speaking out,” as the

" Puritars did, the Church has gradually toned down her

testimony; then winked at and excused the frivolities of
the day. Then she has tolerated them in her borders, and' -
now she has adopted them and provided a home for them
under the. plea of “reaching the masses and,getting the
ear..of the ‘people.” The devil has seldom done a cleverer
thing than hinting to the Church of Christ that part of
her mission is to provide entertainment for the people
with a view to winning them into her ranks. The human

"natire that lies in every heart has risen to the bait. Here,

now, ‘is-an opportunity of =grra~tifyin-g the flesh and yet re-
taining" a comfortable conscience. We can now please our-
selves in order to~do good to others. The rough old cross
can be exc'h-anged for a “costume,” and the exchange can
be made with the benevolent purpose of elevating the
people.
=All ‘this is terribly sad, and the more so because truly
gracwus souls are being led away by the gpecious pretext
that it is a form of Christian work. T‘hey forget that a
seemingly beautiful angel may be the devil himself, “for
Satan himself is transformed into an angel .of light” -
(2 Cor. xi. 14).
I

My first contention is that PROVIDING AMUSEMENT FOR
THE PEOPLE'IS NOWHERE SPOKEN OF IN HOLY SCRIPTURE ~
AS ONE OF THE FUNCTIONS OF THE CHURCH. What her du-
ties- are will come #inder our notice later on. At present
it is the negative side of the question that we are dealing
with. Now, surely, if our Lord had intended His Church
to be the caterer of entertainment, and so counteract the
god of this world, He would hardly have left so important
a branch of service unmentioned. If it ¢s Christian work,
why did not Christ at least hint it? “Go ye into all the
world, and preach the Gospel to every creature,” ‘is clear
enough. So would it have been if He had added, “and pro-
vide amusement for those who do not relish the Gospel.”
No such addendum, however, is to be found,.nor even an
equivalent for such, in any one of our Lord's utterances.
This style of work did not seem to occur to His mind. Then
again, Christ, as an ascended Lord, gives to Hig Church
specially qualified men for the carrying on of His work,
but no mention of any gift for this branch of service oc-
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curs 'm the hst “He gave some, -apostles and some, pro-

- teachers—for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of
the mihistry, for the edifying of ‘the bod'y of Christ.”-

" 'Where-do the “public entertainers” come in? The Holy"
Ghost is silent concernmg mhem, “and h'.lls mlence is elo--'-

' guence.
If “provnd'mg recreatlon” be a part of the Ghrurc‘h"s

‘work, surely we may fook Tor some promise to encourage”

“her in the toilsome task: Where is it? There is a promise

for “My Word:” it “shall not return unto Me void.” .

"There is the ‘heaxj—rejmclng declaration concerning .the
Gospel: “It is the power of God.” There is the sweet
assurance for the preacher of Christ that, whether he be

successful or no—as the world judges success—he i a°

“sweet .savour unto God.” ' There is the glorious benedic-
tion’ for those whose testimony, so far from am'usmg the
world, rouses its wrarth “Blessed are ye when men shall
revile you, and npersec*ute you, and-shall say all manner
of evil ag'am'slt you falsely, for My sake. Rejolice, and be
-exceeding glad: for great is your reward 1,n hea'ven, for
_“so persecuted they the prophets which were before’ you.”

Were the prophetis persecuted because they amused the

- people, or because they refuled to? The Gospel of amuse- -

‘ment has no martyrolegy.” In vain does one look for a
promise ‘from God for providing recreation for = .god-
. less world.. That ‘which has no-authority from Christ, no
pro'wsuon made for. it by the Spirit,-no promise attached
ko it by God, can only be a lying hypocrite’ when 'it-lays
claim to be "“a branch of the work-of the Lord.” ~

-~
-~

AL

But agaih, PROVIDING AMUSEMENT: FOR THE PEOPLE IS .-

IN DIRECT ANTAGONISM TO THE TEAGHING AND LII"E OF

CHRIST AND'ALL HiS APOSTLES: What is to be the. a'btltudeﬂ
.m'rs'smﬁ He would have been more-popular. -

. Yet when thany.of His disciplés went back beca.u-se

of the Church towards 'the world aecording to our Lord’s

teaching ? “Strict separation and uncompromising hostil-
ity. While no hint ever passéd His lips of winning the
world by pleasing tit, or accommodating methods.to its
taste, His demand for unworld‘bines's- was constant-and
emphatic. He sets forth in one short sentence what He,
~would have Hisg disciples to be:
earth.” Yes, tthe salt: not the sugar-candy nor 4 ‘flump
of delight: " 'Soinething the world will be moré inclined
to spit olt-than swallow" with a‘smile. Something more”

‘calculated to brmg water-to the eye than laughter to the_

llp
" Short’ and -sharp is the ufbterance “Let the dead bury
* their idead ; but go thou and preach the kingdom of God.”
“If ye were of the world, the world would love his own;
but bécause ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you
out of the world, therefore the .world hateth you.” “In
the world ye shall have tribuldtion but be of good cheer;
I have overcome the world.” “I have giventhem Thy
Word; and the world hath hated them, because they are
not of the world, even as I am not’ of the world " “My
. kingdom is not of this world.”

These passages are hard to reconcile “with the modern
“idea of the Church providing recreation for those who
have no ‘taste for more serious things— in éther words,
-of conciliating the world. If they teach anything at_all,

it is that fidelity to Christ will bring down the world’
wrath, .and ‘that Christ intended His disciples to share
with Hum t'he world’s scorn and rejection. How did Jesus
act? What were the methods of the only perfectly “faith-
ful witness” t'he Father 'has ever had ? -

1
o

_;,ge'l'llsbs was, “Ag” ye 'go, pre
. Gospel to every creature.”. Not an evangelist suggests

“Ye are 'the salt of the -

-
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As none will question, 'that ﬁe i:s'to be theworker’s model, . -
phets; and some,” evangelists; and some, pastors” and - let us gaze upon Him. How significant the introductory

account given by Mark “Now, after that John was put
in prison, Jesus came m'bo Gallilee preachung the Gospel of
the kingdom of God, and saying, Thie. time is fulfilled, and

‘the *kingdom ‘of God is gt hand: repent ye, and believe.
“the: Gospe ” And again, in the same chaptéer. I find Him R

saying, in answer 4o his announcement of "His d1sc1ples
that all men were seeking for, Him, “Let us.-go into the

-next towns that I may prea,ch there also ‘for therefore . .

came I forth.” Matthew.tells us,- “And '1'b came -‘to pass;,
"when Jesus hdd made an end of commanding -His twelve

disciples; He departed thence to teach and preach in their
citfes.” In answer to John’s question, “Art Thou He that
s‘houlldl ‘come?” He replies, “Go and show John those

things- which ye do hear ‘and see; the blind receive their.

sight, and the lame walk; the lepers ‘are cleansed, and the
deaf hear; the dead are raised up, and the poor havé the
Gospel p'reached to them.” There is no item in the cata-
logue after, this sort “And- the careless are amused, and-
the penshzng are provided wzth innocent _ recreafwn
We are not left in doubt as to ‘the matter of His ; preach
-ing, for “w'hennmany were ga“thered together, msomuc’h
that there was- iy Toom o receive them, no, not $6 much
“as about the’ doo'r, He preached the Word. unto tliem.”
There was.no change of method’ adopted by the Lord -

. ’during His course of ministry; no learning by experience;

.of a better plan His first wond of command to His, evan-
R His last, “Preach. the

that at any time during Hxs ministry He turned #3ide

from preaching to entertain, and so attract the people.”
and his m1n1stry was like -

He was in awful earnestriess,

N

-Hlmself Had He been less 'uncompromusmg, and. infro- - .

duced more 6f the “bright- and pléasant” elementt inito Hls

- of ‘the cze'am‘hmg nature of His preaching, I do mot find . -

b’here/was any attempt to increase a diminished congre-
gation by resorting ‘to something more pleasant to the
flesh. Ido not hear Him saying, - “We must keep up the
gatherings -anyway: so run after those friends, Peter
and tell them we will have @ different -style of service
to-morrow. Somethmg 've'ly short and attractive, wzth
lzttle if any, preaching. To-da,y was a service for 'God,

.but to-morrow we will have_a pleasant evening: for the -

people Tell them they will. be sure. to enjoy it, and have
o -happy hour. Be quick, Peter;’ we must get the people
somekow; if not by Gospel, then by nonsense ” No, ‘this

was not | 'how HE argued. Gazmg in sorrow on those who «

would not hear the Word, He -sumply turns to the twelve,
and asks, “Will ye also go away 7’

Jesus pitied sinners, pleaded with them, sighed over them,
warned them, and wept over them; but never sought to
amuse them. When the evening shadows of His consecra-

ted life were deepening inté the night of death, He re- -

viewed Hls holy ministry, and found comfort and- sweet”

solace in the thought, “I have given them Thy Word.” -

As with the Master, so with His .apostles—thieir tedching - .
is ithe echo of His. In’vain will the epistles. be searched -
to discover any tiace of a.gospel of- amusement. The same
call for.separation from the world rings in every one. “Be,

not conformed to this ‘world; but be ye transformed,” tis -

the world of command in t‘he Romans.. “Come out from-
.among them, and be ye separate a'nd touch no unclean
thing.” It is the tru-mpet call in the Cormthlans I other

s

4

-
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E words lt is COME OUT—KEEP OUT—KEEP CLEAN OUT——for

~“what communion hath light with darkness? and "what
" concord haith Christ with Belial ?”

“God forbid 'that I -sthoulld'-glory,. save in the cross of

" our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the world is cruci-

fied unto me and I unto the world.” Here s the frue
relationship between the Church and 'the world according
to the Epistle to the Galatians. “Be not ye, therefore,

_ partakers’ with' them. Have no’ fellowship with the un- -
fruitful works of. darkne'ss, but rather reprove ‘them,”

is the attitude enjoined in Ephesians. “Sons of God with-
out : relbu'ke in the midst-of a crooked and perverse nation,
among-whom ye shine as lights in the world: holding
forth the Word of life,” ig the word in Philippians. “Dead
with Christ from the elements of the world,” says the
Epistle 1o the Colossians. “Abstain from every form of
evil” (Revised Version), is the demand in Thessalonians.

“If & 'man, -therefore, purge himself from these, he

“shall be a vessel unto- -honour, sanctified, and meet for

"of the world is enmity with God; .whosoever, therefore, |,
* will be a friend of the world is the enemy of ‘God.” Peter
" writes:

s

", teaching? Let the Acts of the. Apostles give the answer.,

the Master's use;” is rbhe word o ‘Timothy. “Let us go

forth, ﬁherefore, unto Him -without the-camp, bearing:
. His reproach,” "is the heroic summons of the Hebrews.:

James, with holy severity, declares that “The friendship

“Not fa'sﬂuomnlg yourselves aceordmg ito the
former lusts in your ignorance; but as He which -hath
called "you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of living”

(R.V.). John wn'tes a, whole epistle, the gist of . which,
is, “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the .

world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father

_is not in him. For all thatt is in the world, the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not

of the Father, but is of tthe world. And the world passeth
away, and the lust thereof, but ‘he that doebh tthe will of
God abideth for ever.” '

“Here dre ithe teachings of ﬁhe apoatles concemmg the
relationship of the Church and the world. And yet, in

.the face of them, what do we see and hear? A friendly
compromrse between the two, and.an insane effort to work

in partnership for the good of the people. ‘God help us, and
dispel the strong delusion. How did.the apostles carry
on their mission work? Was it.in harmony with their

Anything dpproaching the worldly fooling of to-day

.is conspicuous by its albsence. The early evangelists had

boundless confidence in the, power of the Gospel, and
employed no.other weapon. Pentecost followed - plain
preaching. When -Peter and Jolin fad-been locked: up for

the night for preaching the resurrection, the early Church

had a prayer meeting directly ‘they returned, and ‘the
petition offered for the two was, “And now, Lord, grant
unto Thy servants, tthat with all boldness they may speak
Thy word.” They had no ‘thought of praying, “Grant
unto Thy servants more policy, that by a wise and dis-
criminating use of 1nmocenft ,recreation they may avoid

-the offence of the crofs, and Isweetly s'h:ow this people-

how happy and merry a lot we are.”
Thé charge brought'against the apostles by the mem-

bers of the ICoﬁuncll was, “Ye have filled Jerusalem with-

your doctrine.” ,Not much chance of this charge being
brought agmnst modern methods. The deseription of
their work is, “And- daily in ;the™ temple, and ‘in every
house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.”
Then, if they “ceased not” from this, they had no time for

‘anranging for ,entenbai-qxhen‘té'; they gave themselves con-

tinually “to the miinistry of the word.” Scattered by per-
secution, the early dusclples “went everywhere preachung
the word.”

- When Bhlhp went 'bo Samarra, and was the means of
bringing “great. joy- in ithat city,” the.only recorded
method is, “He preached Christ unto fhem.” When the-
aposvtles went to visit ‘the scene of his labouts it is stated,

“And: !they, -when they had testified and preached the,

word of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and preached

the Gospel in many villages of the Samaritans.” As they °

went back to Jerusalem directly they had finished their
preaching, it is evident they did not think tit their mission
to stay and organize some “pleasant evenings” for the
people who did not believe.

The congregations in those days dld not expect anything
but the word of ‘the Lord, for Cornelius says to Peter,

"“We are all here present before God, to hear all things

that are commanded thee of God.” The message given was,
“Words whereby thou and all thine house shall be saved.”.
Cause ‘and effect are closely linked in ‘the statement, “Men
of Cyrene's spake unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord

Jesus; and the hand of the Lord was with them, and a

great number believed, and turned to the Lord.” Here 'you
have itheir method—they preached. Théir matter— -the.
Lord Jesus: Their power—the hand.of the Lord was
with.them: T'he1r success—many believed.
What more doe's the Church of God require to- day"
When Paul and' Bartiabas worked. together, ‘the record.

is, “T’he Lord - -gave testimony- unto the word of His -

grace.” When Paul, in 3 vision, hears a man of Macedonia
saying, “Come over and !help us,” he assuredly gathers
tthat the Lord had.cailed him to preaah ‘the Gospel unto

them. Why so? How did he know but that the help needed -

was the brightening of iheir lives by a little amuisementt,

or the refining of their manners by a collection of pa‘i-n-t- :

ings? He never thought of such things. “Come and help
us!” meant lto thim, “Preach the Gospel.” “And Paul, as his

manner was, went in unto-them, and reasoned with them -
out of ‘the Scmpfbures”—not abourt the Seriptures, mark,
but out of them— openmg and 'allﬂegmg that Christ must
needs have suffered and risen again from the dead.” That
was the “manner” of evangelistic work in those days, and
it seems to have been wonderfully powerful; for the ver- -
dict of the people «is, “These that have turned the world
upsude down are come hither also.” Just now the world

-is turning the C'hurrch upside -down; that is the only

difference.
When God told Paul that He had much people in Corinth, °

I read “And he, continued there 4 year and six months,
teaching the Word of God among them.” Ev1den'tly then,

he judged that.the only way to bring them was" by the .
- Word. A year and a-half, and only one method adopted.

Wonderful! We should have had a .dozen in that time!

But then Paul never reckoned “that providing JSome- .

thing pleasart for the ungodly was part of this mmls'try,
for, on his way tto Jerusalem and martyrdom, he salys,
“Neither count I my life’ dear unto my\self go that. I
might finish my course with joy, and the ministry which
I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel

‘of the grace of God.” This was all the ministry he knew.

The last 'descmptmn we have of the methods of this prince
of evangelists is of a piece with all that has gone before,

’

“He expounded and testified ~the kingdom of God, per- .
suading them concerning Jesus, both out of the faw of

" Moses and out of tthe prophets, from morning till evening,

preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things
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which concern 'the Lord Jesus.” What a contrast to all
the rot and nonsense now being perpetrated in the holy
name of Christ! The Lord-clear thé Church of all the
rubbish that the devil has imposed upon her, and bring us
back again tbo apostolic methods!
- III.
* Lastly. THE MISSION OF AMUSEMENT UTTERLY FAILS
“T0 EFFECT THE DESIRED END AMONG THE UNSAVED; BUT IT
WORKS HAVOC AMONG THE YOUNG CONVERTS. Were it 2
success, it would be none the less wrong. Success belongs
to God; faithfulness to His instructions to me. But it is
not. Test it even by t'h'is-,"and'i't is a contemptible failure:
Let that be the method which is answered by fire, and the
ve'nduct will be “The preadhmg of the W’and tthiat is the
power.”

Let us see 'the conve'rts who have been first won by
amusement. Let the harlots and ihe dnunlkardls to whom
a dramatic entertainment has been God’s first, link in the
chain of their conversion stand forth. Let the careless
and the 'scoffers who have cause to thank God that the
Church has relaxed her spirit of separation and met them

" -half-way in their wordliness, speak and 'fbes'tlfy Let the

husbands, wives, and children, who rejoice in a new and
holy home through “Sunday Evening Lectures on Social

Questions” tell out their joy. Let the weary, heavy-laden

_souls who have found ‘peace ‘through a concert, no longer
keep silence. Let the men and women who have found
C'hms‘t through the reversal of apostolic methods declare
) 'the wsame, and show ‘the greatness of Paul’s blunder when

" he said, “I determined not to know anything among you

"save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.” There is neither
voice nor any to answer. The failure is on -a par with
the folly, and as huge as the sin. Out of thousands with

whom I have personally conversed, the mission of amuse- "

ment has claimed no convert. .
Now let the appeal.be made ‘to those who, repudiating

" every other method, have staked everything on THE B0OOK -

" AND THE HOLY GHOST. Let them be challenged to produce
~ results. There is no need. Blazing. sacrificés on every hand

attest -the angwer by fire. Ten thousand times: ten ithou-
sand voices are ready to declare that the plain preaching
.of the Word was, first and last, tlfe cause of their sal-
vation.

But“how about the other side -of 'this matter—what
are baneful effects? Are they also nil? I will here solemn-

1y as before the Lord give my personal !te&’ormony Though-~

I have never seen a sinner saved, I have seen any num-
-ber of backsliders manufactured by this new departure.
Over and over again have young Christians, and some-

times Christians who are not young, come to me in tears, -

“and asked what they were to do, as they had lost alt their

" peace and fallen into evil. Over and over again has the

confession been made, “I began to go' wrong by a“btendmg
.woﬁldly amusements that Christians partromze'd " Tt is not
very Tong since that a young man, in an agony of soul,
said to me, “I never thought of going ‘to the theatre until
my minister put it into my head by preaching that there
was no harm in it. I went, and it has led me from bad to
worse and now I am @2 miserable backslider; and he is re-
sponsible for i
When voung converts begin to “damp oﬁ" forsake the
gatherings for prayer, and grow worldly, I almost always
find that worldly Christianity is responsible for the first
downward step. The mission of amusement is the devil’s
half-way ‘house to the world. It is because of what I
have seen that T feel deeply, and would fain write strong-
ly. This tthing is working rottenness in ‘the '‘Church of God,

.ing “Last-Sunday” we read —

and 'blas;bmg her sérvice for the ng In ‘tJhe guise of
Chrigtianity, it is accomplishing the devil’'s own work.
Un-der\ﬂhe pretence of going out to reach the world, it s
carrying éur Sons and daughters into the world. With the
plea of “Do not alienate the masses with your strictness,”
it is seducing the young disciples from “the simplicity
and the purity that is toward Christ” (R.V.). Professing
to win the world, it is turning the’ garden of the Lord
into a public recreation ground: To fill the temrple with
those who see no beauty in Christ, a gmnnmg Dagon
is put over the doorway.

It will be no wonder if the Holy Ghost, g*meved and in-
sulted, withdraws His presence; for “what concord hath

Christ with Belial, and what agreement hath the templ-e

of God with idols?”

“COME 0UT!” is the call for to-day. Sanctify yourselves.
Put away the evil from among you. Cast down the world’s
altars and cut down her groves, Spurn her offered assist-
ance. -Decline her help, as your ‘Master did the testimony

of devils, for “He suffered thém not to, speak, because

they knew Him.” Renounce all the policy of the age.
Trample upon Saul’'s armour. "~ Grasp the Book of God.
Trust the ‘Spirit who wrote its pages. Fight with this

weapon only,and always. Cease to amuse and seek to

arouse. ‘Shun tthe clap of a delighted audience, and listen
for the sobs of a convicted one. Give up trying to ‘“please”
men who have only the thickness of their ribs between

their souls and hell; and warn, and plead, and intreat, as -

those who feel the waters of eternity creeping upon them.

Let the Church again confront the world;
against it; meet it only behind the cross; and,'like
her Lord, she shall overcome, and with Him share ’dhe
victory.

3% From Our Files &&

Thirty Years Ago, THE ‘GOSPEL WITNESS, May 7,71925:
This issue contains a 'great sermon by Dr. Shields. The
question of modernism was then a red-hot dssue ‘in the

"church and hence 'the message was a timely one—“Dr.

Fosdick’s In'fl‘dehty and His Methodist Hosts”. Appar-
ently many came 'to hear this sermon for under.lthe head-
“Last Sunday evening
Jarvis “Street ‘Church was not full — it 'was packed. It
was crammed ‘in every 'part; and the ushers estimated
that at least five hundtred people who could not crowd
even into the vestibules, were turned away.”

May 12, 1955

THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION
By DR. C. . .COLE
Dean of Toronto Bap'hs'l' Semmary

A first class. 24.page booklet on. this basuc
Scriptural truth. -The best we have read
on the subject of election. -Order one for
yourself and some for Chrlshans -and.
students.

Ten cents each; twelve for a dollar
Order from:

THE GOSPEL WITNESS
’ 130 Gerrard Street East, Toronto

‘te'stif-y .
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NEVER WRONG;

FOREVER RIGHT

“Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” (Genesis '18:25).

T WAS before the wicked cities of the plains that

Abraham made this query of the Lord. The destruc-
tion of ‘Sodom and Gomorrah had been determined by God
and with a heart of love, Abraham appeared as the ad-
vocate for the sons of men. He begged the Lord to spare
the whole city if even fifty righteous could be found in
all the place. He based his whole plea not upon any pre-
tended worth in the dwellers of the city nor even upon
his own love for his kinsmen that lived there. Confidently
he approached a sovereign God with a plea based solely
upon the essential character of God —
Judge of all the earth do right?”’

We ¢an think of no higher or safer ground than this;
any person who really takes this position-may be assured
of a secure standing before God and may 'have a mind
at peace about any contemplated spiritual exercise. This
emphasis of Abraham’s shifts man’s gaze to where it
should be — not upon himself but upon the Lord. Like
the psalmist, his eye is “unto the hills from whence com-
eth my help.” -

' I.

First we observe that this principle is valid in oll
spheres of life for God can never do wrong; especially
would we encourage the believer with this thought. Be-
cause of Who He is, the Judge of all the earth must do
right; regardless of how any particular act of God ap-

pears from our viewpoint, it is eminently right and wise.

How prone we are to make mistakes! Our experience
confirms the testimony of Scripture and tells us that
sinless perfection in this life is a lie. Sin mars all
touched by human hands so that even ‘the most corse-
crated service of the ichoicest saint leaves much to be
desired. Not so with God! The Judge of all the earth

* ‘doés right and has never done wrong. “He tis the Rock,

his work is perfect; for all his ways are judgment: a God
of truth and without 1n1qu1t/y, just and right is he.”
(Deut. 32:4).

Especially should this be the ¢es'b1mony of the believer
for to a limited extent he has experienced this truth in
his own life. Not always are we prepared to testify fo
this truth for sometimes what is right does not seem
pleasant for the moment nor does it appeal to the flesh.
Still it is right for it is 'the doing of the Judge of all the
earth who can do no wrong.

Ludicrous indeed is ‘the thoughit of a believer complain-
ing of the divine dealings! “O man, who art thou that

rephest against God?” Will the created dare to engage

in debate with tthe Creator? Will the guilty criminal
dare indict the judge? Will the sinner presume to charge
crime to the Holy Orie who can do nothing amiss ?

“But,” says some sorely tried ‘Christian, “you are not
aware of my peculiar trials or you would understand why
I feel that ‘God has not done right in my case.” No, my
friend, there are no exceptions to this rule. Whatever
be your trials, if they be sent of God, rest assured that
He is doing right and that you shall come forth as gold
tried ih the fire. What qulet confidence this should excite
in the believer as the varym'g experiences of life become
his: portlon

Since we are in this mortal state, we cannot fully
appreciate this truth; even the most 'advanced believer

“Shall not the -

will testify that there have come trials in which there
was no mani‘fes'ﬂly evident divine purpose. It may be
that, only in the blaze of another endless day, shall we
see clearly ithe fact that the Judge of all the earth has
done right in our peculiar case. In the meanwhile we
accept this precious truth by faith and patiently wait for
the moment when it shall be verified by sight.

. II. .

That the Judge of all the earth does right is most
evident in the scheme of redemption. . At Calvvary all the
attributes of God are manifested and the' variegated
d1v1ne demands are satisfied. -This place and its great
transaction stand in glorious confirmation of the truth
which Abraham uttered in tHe solitude of the plains.

God’s holiness declared that nothing that defileth should
ever enter the courts of heaven. No redemptive plan
could possibly.be right that overlooked this demand. The
One in Whose presence the seraphims must cover their
faces, could not allow unholy, ungodly mortals into His
abode. Yet at ‘Calvary He did. right with regard to His
justice so that the writer of Hebrews could confidently
affirm that by the blood of Jesus a new and living way
has been opened into 'the holiest.

God’s justice demanded that sin be 'pumshe‘d S0 again
no redemptive plan could be described as right that over-
looked this punitive element. At the place of the skuli,
‘however, ‘the federal head of the nmew race became the
Representatlve of His people and took upon Himself their
sin and bore their punishment in His own body.

- Amazmg love! and can it be
. That Thou, my God shouldst die for me?

Justice was satisfied as the Substitute was punished 'm
the place of the transgressors

“God is love!” If He is ito do right then this funda-
mental attribute must be given arsfree expression. Once .
more the redeemed marvel and see in tthis transaction of

‘the ages divine perfection for not only is holiness pro-

vided and- justice satisfied but love is manifested. “Here-
by perceive we the love of ‘God because He laid down His
life for us.” ‘The Judge of. all 'Uhe earth has dorie right
in the work of redemption.

N\

III.
Finally even in the condemnation of the unrepentant
sinner, the Judge of all the earth does right. This fact-
may be overlooked if our whole emphasis is upon the love

. of \God 'in salvation but still it is a needed, Secriptural

truth. Just as the saints in ‘the halls of heaven are
trophies of divine grace so 06 the unsaved in the cav-
erns of hell are terrible monuments to divine .justice.
Indeed hell is an eternal reminder -that the Judge of all
the earth does ng‘ht

God’s Word is very explicit in declaring to all men that
“he that believeth not shall be damned.” \The psalmist
declares that “the wicked shall be turned into hell and
all the nations that forget God.” As long as men persist
in wilfully discbeying ‘God, then ithe Judge of all the
earth: can do nothing other than consign them 'to that
place where the worm dieth not. In_so doing, He does
right. :
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At a public meeting in Toronto in 1933, a man asked
- Dr. Shields if the modern ‘mind  could consent %o the
~Scriptural teaching on the existence of hell. - We shall
never forget his reply as he itold the questioner that if
, by tthe “modern mind” he meant the “carnal”’ mind, then
. it would hardly comprehemd any spiritual teaching. Then
. he summoned all his voice and declared — “If there isn’t
& hell, there should be one!” True!. The Judge of all the
earth-does only what is right in eternally punishing those
who have 'tramsgresﬁed His law and done despite to His
grace.

Even fthose in hell must concur with Albra‘ha:m s esti-
-'mate and concede that they have reaped this eternal har- -
vest. In these the Judge of all the earth displays His

_ impartial justice. Reader, as you. i)onder these words, let
this thought be impressed upon your soul. Perhaps the
_ Lord may speak 'to you in 'this contemplation and by His
Spirit He may cause you to lock in faith to ‘Christ so

- that your confirmation of His sovereignty may be realized

here below ag, you consider Calvary rather than in the
hereafter when you have no prospeet ahead but that of a
Christless eternh‘ty .

TO WHOM DO YOU PRAY?

C.H. Spurgeon on Romish Prxestcraft

7 -7 . “He was wounded for our- transgresmons, He

. - was bruised foi our iniquities; the chastise-
ment of our peace was upon Him; and witth His
stripes we are healed.”—Isaiah 53:5. ’

OES IT not make a man feel, when you see pictures’

of “his holiness” and the cardinals, and so, scattering
their benedictions 4t the Vatican, or at, St. Peter’s, while
admiring crowds fall 'down and 'worshlp tﬂhem, that it

-were infinitely better to bow- to the devil himself? We -

give g'-lor'y unto God, but fiot a particle of glory to any-
thing in ‘the shape of a man, or an angel either. Have I
_not stood and seen fthe crowds ‘by hundreds fall down and
. “worship images and dressed-up dolls?, I have séen them

- ‘'worship bones and old teeth; T have seen them worship
a skeleton, dressed out in modern- costume, said

to be the skeleton of a saint; and I have marvelled how )

we.could, in- this nineteenth century, ﬁnd people so infat-

uated as to think that such idolatry was pleasing to the

‘most high God. We, brethren, the people of God, who
* know (Chrilst, can 'give no glory-to this rubbish, but turn

away from it with horror. Our glory must 'be Ig'lven to
- Christ, and to 'Christ alone.

. Now, here is tthe touchstone to try. your religion lby

When you pray, to-whoni do you pray?. Tlhrough whom °

do you pray? When you sing, for whom is. the .song

.+ . meant? When you preach, ‘whose honoiir. do you preach? -
" . To.whorth'do you intend ‘to ‘do service? . When you -go out

among the poor, when you \distribute . alms, -when you
scatter your tracts, when you talk about the gospel, for
whom do you do ithis? For, as the Lord liveth; if you'do
“it for yourselves; or for any beside the Lord Jesus, you
do mot know what the vitality of godliness is, for Christ,
and Christ only, must be the grand obJect of the Chris-
tian: the promotion 'of His ‘glory must ‘be that for ‘which
" ‘he is willing to live, and- for which, if needs be, he would
be prepared to die. . Oh, down, down, down with every-
thing else, but up, up, up with the cross of Christ! Down

" hell for whidh alone it is fit. .

with your baptism, and your .masses, and your sacra-
ments! Down with your priesteraft, and. your rituals and
your hturgwg' Down with your fine musie, and’ your
pomp, and your robes, and your 'garmenlts, and all your
_ceremonials. But up, up, up! with the doctrine of the naked
Cross, and ‘the: sexpiring Saviour. Let 'the voice ring
throughout the whole world, - “Look unto Me and live!”
There is life 'in a ook at the crucified One. There is life
in simple confidence in Him, ‘butt ‘there is life nowhere
else. ‘God send to His c¢hurch an undying passion t6 pro-
mote. the Saviour’s glory, an invincible, unconquerable
pang of desire, and longing that by any means King Jesus
.may have His own, and may, reign throughout these
realms!
glory of Hig'people...... N 4

I see now in a vision a company of men gather herbs
along the slopes of ‘the Seven Hills of Rome; with mystic
rites they cull those -ancient plants, whose noxious “influ-
encé once drugged our, fathers into deadly slumbers. They’
are compounkimg again the cup of Rome’s ancient sorcery,
and saying: “Here is the universal medicine! ‘the great
Catholic remedy.” I see them pouring their Belladonna,
Monkshood, and deadly . Hénbane, into the great pot for
ever simmering on the Papal hearth. Think you the na-
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In ithis sense, *then Jesus ts and must be the =~

tions are to be healed by tthis accursed amalgam? Will not -

the ‘end be as in 'the days of the prophets, when one gath--
ered wild gourds, ‘and_they cried out “There 1is death in’

the pot?” Ay, indeed, so it will be, even though Oxford °

and Cantéerbury set their. seal upon the patenrb med'lcme

lCome, ye brave sons of protesting fathers! Come and
overturn this witches’ caldron, and spill it back into the
. Pity 'that even old Tiber’s
tawny flood should be poisoned with it, or bear tits-deadly
mixture to that sea across which once sailed the apostolic

_barque The wine of Ronfe’s. abominations is now imported

irito this istand, and d'lstnbuted in a 'thousand towns and
villages by your own national clergy, and all classes and
conditions of men are being made drunk therewith. Ye
lovers of your race, and of your God, stop tthe traffic, and
proclaim around the Popish caldron, ‘.‘Tfhere is no healing
there.”. No healing plants ever grew upon ‘the Seven Hills
of- Rome, nor ;are the roots ifnproved in virtue if trans-
planted o ‘Canterbury, or - the city on ﬂhe Isis. '

There is one divine remedy; and only one. It is mo mix=

ture. Receive ye it and. live—“With Hls gtripes we-are -
. healed.”. No sprinkling can wash ourb Ism, “no confirmation

can confe'r grace, no masses can . “propitiate God. -Your

hope must be in Jesus, Jesus 'smlﬂten, Jesus bruised, Jesus )

slain,-Jesus the Substitute for sinners. Whosoever believes
in Him 1is.healed, but all other hopes are a lie from top
to bottom .-

Of 'saa'amen'banan'l'sm - | 'w1'll say ‘t'haJt 1ts Alpha'is.a .

le, and Tbs Omega is a lie; it is false as.thé devil who,de-

visedit? but Christ, and only: ‘Christ, i§ ‘the true Physncmn )

of souls and His stripes the only remedy.. Oh, for a-trump-
et 'to_sound tthis through every town of England! through
every city of Europe! Oh,:ito preach this in the Colos-

seum!" or better still; from the pulpit of St. Peter’s!—.
“With His strllp/es 'we are 'healéd ?  Away; away ye de-
‘ceivers, with your, mixtures and compounds: away ye:

proud sons of men with your boastings of what yé feel,”

and ‘think, -and do, ard what ye intend and vow; “With"
His stripes we are healed.” "A’ crucified Saviour. is- the
sole and only hope otf a sinful world. ‘

- —Reprinted from The Reformer, London, England

’
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WE KNOW FUNDAMENTALISM

WHAT IS A CONSTRUCTIONALIST’-’

DURING the past fifty 'years with the nse of unbelief
in so.many religious quarters, Bible-believers have
been given some désignations other than the familiar one
“Christian”. They have been called “fundamentalists” or
“evangelicals”. Those who attacked the historic Chris-
tlan faith have .been labelled as “modernists” or “liber-
als”. Obviously ‘believers would prefer to be known only
by tthe Bible name of Christian but the loose meaning

given ito that term today makes it umpe'rablve that t'hese .-

other terms be qulet'ly accepted.

In the 1920’s the llmes became fairly clearly drawn be-
tween the two opposing camps. <Even now historians
refer to that as the era of.the “fundamentalist-modern-
ist” controversy. ‘Every denomination was rocked by
the struggle as believers sought to 'stand against those

"who were endeavouring o gain control of the denomina-

tions and -colleges. The ‘fundamentalist camp was dis-

tinguished by many illustrious flgu'res who were deter-
mined at all costy to be loyal t0 the Lord Jesus Christ
and His Word. We can ‘thank 'God for them because they
were used to save hundreds of churches and individuals
from -the whirlpool of modernism. No one need be
ashamed of their magnificent contribution nor ‘their mili-

* tant, stand for the truth against the -hosts* of error.

Further we wonder why any Bible-believer should be

‘ashamed to be known as a fundamenflxmst or an evan-

g‘ehcafl N

In saying that we are fundamentalists or evangelicals, "
we do not mean 'that we identify. ourselves with any

- strange and grotesque excesses of some few zealots who.

have taken the name to themselves, for no earthly society

" is absolutely free of such vagaries. In bearing the name,’

we declare ‘to all and sundry that we hold 'the great
fundamenttals of the faith iin common with all other be-
lievers. Espécially in dealing with the press and pub-

- He, bold affirmation of faith and identification with
| those who, stand for the faith could serve to remove all

doubt as ‘to where a man stood. In this hour of. denial
it is very necessary that the flag be definitely and openly
nailed to the pole that no.one be ‘l_e'ft in doubt.

In Scotland, the nevﬁsbapepmen asked Dr. Billy Graham
if he was & fundamentalist. We are told that in reply

he s‘tate_d
I am - a constructionalist”.
port, we wondered about its accuracy; in the May issue
of Theé Evangelical Christian, our great contemporary in

“I am nezther a fundamentalzst or a lzberal

Toron.to, the editor, Dr. J. H. Hunter, confirms the re-

port in his story from Glasgow.

Mos't - 'have aSsumed- that Dr, Gralham"w-as -a 'funda-
mentalist, a- Bible-believer or an evangelical. But no!
he s & “constructionalist”! Dear reader, please do not
ask us to define ‘the word: for we know of only one person
in the theological world who so desugnates himself. ‘In
this matter we frankly confess ignorance. The’ “twelve
volume Oxford English Dictionary does not ‘help us for

i does mot contain’such a word. All must ‘therefore wait '

with ba.‘ted brea'bh for iits deffmll‘thon by ‘the one who coined
it.

If this iis simply another synonym for “fundamental-
ist”, it is strange that the evangelist should confuse the
members of the press who.are not acquairted with minor

and techniical differences of theological expression. Dr.

Graham’s answer, however, would indicate that he de-
sires 'to represent some new school of - tho'ug‘ht
neither a fundamentalist or a hlbera Then in contrast
to ithese two old, clearly-defined posmon's, he seems to
put his own school — “I am a constructionalist”. .

Ag we stated before, we shall walit with 'mteres‘t for-

" the definition of this word and a statement of the rpecuha.r

tenets of the school. We cannot condemn the system for
we havé not yet heard its case. 'We can observeshowever,
that for a'man iin Dr. Graham’s position ‘to deny *that he .
is a fundamentalist is a serious mabter. If for some rea-
son he has simply coined a new word to describe the old
position, there ican be lititle objection except that we can
wondler why he felt this was necessary. What is seriously
wrong with. the ferm “fundamentaihst"" Need' a Blble-

believer be: ashamddl of it? .

Let o‘ﬂhens run for new name's fbut we are not as'hame'd
of the old. Call us Christians, fumdamenfta]‘lsnts, evan-,
gelicals, separaftists, Bible-believers or “whatever other. .
name sis honoured by the testimony of. the fdithful in.
times past. We hope that those who are so ashamed of
these old designations are not also ashamed of the preach-
ing of the cross which has characterized fundamentaﬂ:sm

™ 1§ “IRE” REALLY SERIOUS? o
‘Sometimes puhtmans are required to make some very

‘ s’trange statements and one wonders’ if they-are really

- serious.

A}

- ~ Pope's 79th birthday. Elsenhower open

. 'Such bis the -case. with a' recent -statement of -
Premdent Eisenhower of the United States. Surely he
had his tongue. in his cheek when he made this dta'temen't
repor'ted by Asseciated Press.
: - ADMIRES PONTIFF.
WA‘S’HINGTON (AP) -—Premdem Ewenhower offered
congratulations to Pope Pius ednesday, on the
his con-
ference with a brief statement that he gatly mg mires the
pontlff, particularly for what he cal ed unbroken
record. of opposition to all forms of fascism tand commun-
ism. (“Regma Leader Post,” March 8, 1955)

iCan -anyone, seﬁbusly regard the Pope as a :foe of *tas

_cists?. Surely not. He was the . abettof of Mussolini and

we ‘motice that hé is not too loud in his protests against -
Mussohms protege — Frmnco Jin Spa;m Foe of fasclsm

indeed!" Nor is he the foe of c'omlmumsm for it is o'bvmus )

that. :oammumsm takes root in those very countries where _
Rome flourishes’ and in Italy .itself, in the Popes own
backy-ard -ig the largest Communist Party outs'xde of the
Iron or: Bamboo. Curtains. If this is the resul't of his

oppdsxtmn to communism, perhafps_ the cause of freedom -
would be better served if he remained silent! L
' .

~

‘When we first read this re-

- “T am .
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For Younger Readers
MR. BLITHE .

Tt was a lovely day in early summer. The sky was blue
and so was the.sea. Great waves pounded against the
rocks, making white foam and spray. The seagulls were
having a wonderful time, and none was enjoying life more
than a big bird whom we shall call Mr. Blithe. Was any
gull so handsome as Mr. Blithe as he wheeled and glided
and dived, hiis feathers shining like silver in the sun! How
* gracefully his strong wings carried him, now in search of

food, and now in a lively game with the other young gulls.

As ‘they called to -each other his voice could be heard
above ithe rest. )

‘Mr. Blithe flew down and smoothly came to rest on the
water. Not ithat he was tired, but he did love a game with
the waves. Each new wave coming in seemed to wsay,
“Come along with me,” as it tried to carry him onto the
rocks, but, of course, with no effort at all Mr. Blithe
stayed at a safe distance, while.the waves dashed against
the great black rocks.

And ‘then it-happened! A wave'rolled in, as so many
others had done, but with it came 'disaster. Mr. Blithe
found himself covered with something black and horrible.
When he tried to get away he found he could not- fly,
but he managed to reach the shore. What a sad sight he
was! Dirty oil covereéd ‘his beautiful feathers and his

- wings seemed useless. His frightened cries as he fluttered
about helplessly alarmed the other birds, but they could do
nothing to help.

Mr. .Blithe ‘became more frightened than ever when he
saw a man making his way over the rocks towards him,
and ‘tried very hard to fly away. His strong beak went

" into action against the hand stretched out to him. “I'll
help if you ‘will only let me,” said a kind voice, but Mr.
Blithe was much.too scared to understand.

The chase and struggle continued for some tlme but
before long ‘the man had the gull securely in his grasp,
and carried him %o his cottage close by. The troublesome
oil was not easy to remove, but at last his feathers were
clean, and when his kind friend released him Mr. Blithe
.soared happily into the air again.

We, too, have been made helpless and unclean. Sin has
spoiled our lives. Instead of being strong-and.free, we are
weak and helpfleswand full of fear. The Lord Jesus saw
our need and He is the Friend Who came ‘tq save
us. His ls'trong' hand can 1ift us, and He can wash away

* every stain of sin in His precious blood. He wants ‘to set
us free, and He is saddened if we refuse to have Him.

Tf YOU ‘have not invited Him ‘to come into your heart’

. and life, will you not do so today? —A.G. in The Irish

Evangelical.
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Second Quarte&' Lesson 8

‘ OLIVE L.-CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)

. HEZEKIAH’S RECOVERY
Lesson.Text: 2 Kings 20:1-11.
Golden Text: “O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all”
flesh come.”—Psalm 65:2.

Parallel Passage: Isaiah 38:1-22, ]
The King’s Prayer: verses 1-3, .
“In those days was Hezekmh gick unfbo death” (2 Chron.,

32:24), This illness occurred the very year of the Assyrian
invasion, the 14th year of Hezekiahs reign (2 Kings 18:13).
God lengthened his life by 15 years (Isa..38:5), and we know
that he weigned altogether 29 years (2 Kings 18:2), so that
the bwo dates coincide. The illness took place probably just
before tthe actual invasion deseribed in 2 Kings 18, since God
through the prophet gave him promise .of deliverance 2 -
Kings 20:6).

Goodness is mot always a guarantee against calamity.
Obedience to :the Lord fis rewarded by spiritual prosperity,
but not necessarily by material prosperity. It may be the
will. of God that His servants should glorify Him through
sickness, sorrow or suffering (John 11:4; 1. Pet. 3:17).
Hezekiah 'the Good was stricken with an iliness which would
have proved ‘fatal, had not God intervened.

The king turned to the wall, not to give way to childish
pouting like Ahab, King of Tsrael (1 Kings 21:4), but in
order to pray in ‘secret (Matt. 6:5, 6). His prayer was
prompted not merely by a natural love of life (Prov. 10:27),
but aiso by ‘the desire ‘to witness for the Lord in His house
(verse ), and before His people, as we see from his song
of #hanksgiving (Isa. ;38:9-20). Every ‘Christian should be
able to say with the Apostle Paul: “For me to live is ‘Christ”
f(ol;mltl{ 1:21-24); our lives should be a2 confinual tes'tuinony

|I-Iezekmlh had Scriptural grounds for his prayer. He
pleaded with God 'to fulfil His promise, made to David and
his successors, that ‘God would maintain ‘them on the throne,
so long as fthey lived ulpnlgih'bly lbetl:'ore Him (1 Kings 8:25;
2 Kings 18:8).

The Lord’s Answer: verses 4-11,

God heard arid answered the prayer of King Hezekiah (Psa
39:12; 56:8, 9; 65:2). The Lord rejoices to hear the ery of
His children when they request that He fulfil His own word
to them (1 Kings 8:26; Isa. 45:11),

Hezekiah was a man of prayer and fmﬂh (2 Kings 19:20),
but he did not neglect to use means (vemse 20; Neh, 2:4, 5;
Isa. 38:2). We are to trust God and use whatever instru-
ments He places at our disposal; faith and works both have
their place in the economy of God.

The doctrine of bodily healing is taught in the Scriptures. -
The Lord is the Creator and Sustainer of tthe universe of nien -
and ‘things (Col. 1:17), and as ‘wuch He has power to heal
the bodies of men, as well as their souls (Psa. 103:3)., In
the scheme of salvation ‘He has made provision for the re-
demption of the body (Matt. 8:17; Rom. 8:11, 23). Moreover,
in our day the Lord frequently heals the bodies of His
childiren;, with or without means, instantly or gradually. But
He is ‘Sovereign, and it s not always His will to bring health -
and healing (1 Tim. 5:23; 2 Tim. 4:20).

Hezekiah requested that a sign be given.to him (Isa. 38:7,

8, 22). This would seem lto have been a legitimate reques’t
on his part, in view of the fact that the Lord Himself offered
{to give a sign on other occasions (2 Kings 19:29; Isa. 7:11).
Signs were given to stremgthen faith, but not ko satisfy
cundsrty (Gen, 15:8-18; Judg. 6:36-40). The turning of the
sun’s rays backward on the dial was a miracle which Hezekiah
could see, and hé was encouraged to believe that  God could
heal him. Both miracles were performed by the sovereign
power of God.

Hezekiah’s restoration to heslth affords an excellent fllus-
tration of salvation through faith by the power and grace
of God. The king testified in these words: “Thou hast loved
my soul from fthe pit, for thou hast cast all my sins behind

. thy back” (Isa. 38:17).
Daily Bible Readings
May 16—'1‘he Recovery of Naaman
May 17—The Recovery of the Oewttmon s Son

Matthew 8:5-13
" May 18—The Rec'overy o'f the Wbman

an Issue of ‘Blood ... Mark 5:25-34
May 19—The Recovery or.t' rﬂhe Dumb Man ... Mark 9:14-29
May. 20-~The Recovery of the Lepers .. . Luke 17:11-19

May 21—The Recovery of the Impotent M
May 22—The Recovery of the Blind Man
Suggested Hymns
She only touched: the hem of His gaarment.
What means this eager, anxious throng ?
At even, ere the sun was set.
The Great Physician now tis near.
Thine arm, 'O Lord, in: days of old.
Oh, the precious 'love of Jesus!

.. John 5:1-16
. John 9:1-7




