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By Rev, H. C. Slacle, Pastor

a

HEN Dr Shields was but an mfafnt of a few ﬂays .

. ‘he became so seriously ill that almost everyone in
. - the nelgh‘bourhwd'* except his mother, despaired /of his
fhfe While ielatives and friends -gathéred around with
. the feeling that he could not poss1']oly get well, the faith-

- 'fl_ll mother, who had to nurse him daily on her knees,.
kept séwing on a little dress. One day when his condition"
- became more critical, the father in addressing the mother -

said, “My dear, ‘it isn’t any use to go on sewing on the

- faith was not to be dissuaded from her purpose even by
the dlscouragmg arguments of her ‘husband. Far un-

* - kmown to anyone, ‘because of her inability to take any .
. public part in 'the service of ‘Christ, she had asked God-.
to give her a 'son to 'speak on her behalf. God wonder--

. fully honored the. faith of this godly and 'devoted mother
‘for her.son mot only did .wear the dress but was raised

. up_to speak for his mother and his" God ‘as.few men in

_ the history of the world have done. As a preacher of-the
glorious gospe'l of Jesus ‘Christ and as a pulpiteer, Dr..
Shields was ‘in his day,without a peer. He was well
" named by tthe late - Dr A. C.: Dixon, “T'he -Canadlan
Spurgeon”.,
" "The -influence of Dr. ShJeildus’ mumsttry “far exceeded
the boundaries of our own land: Through ‘THE GOSPEL"
' WITNESS .which' circulates in almost every country of the’
world, 'he preachied weekly, for thirty-three years, to_
“thousands of ministers of all denominations and reached
multitudes with the message of salvation by grace.

" My personal intimacy and friendship with Dr. Shields, -
which extended over a period of more than twenty-five -

years; lead me to venture the opinion that our century has
produced no greater or truer man. While doubtless vary-
- ing widely 'in their theological views, there was a very
dose similarity between Dr, lSlmeIds and Sir Winston
Churchill. What Sir Winston Churchill has meant ‘to
the world in our generation politlcalﬂy, Dr. Shields.has
meant,- and even more, to the cause and Kingdom of

-

Thiy mother of

Jarws Si'reei' Bapi'lsi' Church

-

Jesus 'Chnst It is, therefore, qulte 'waﬂhm the matural
course of events that from such, a . potent ministry . it
would be expected- ithat’ obher auxiliary -mstltutlons to
Jarvis Street Baptist, iChurch. shotld spring up. We are-

-

not ‘thinking at this point of the-many evangelical’ Bap- Do

tist Churches w'hwh through Dr. 'S'hxelds crusade aglinst -

the false teaching of modermsm have, gained t'hen' free-
dom ‘and formed- themselves-in - Associations and .Conven-
tions in different parts of Canada and the United States,
but .more espeelally ‘of the “tvio - “mrissionary. ‘entérprises
known to our readers and friends as THE GOSPEL WiIT- -
NESS and Toronto Baptist Semlnary )

The Gospel thness
‘THE GOSPEL WITNESS began as a modest. Church |bullle-
tin containing a sermon by the pastor .in 'ﬁhe ye'ar 1922
It may e Significant that with s presentt issue, THE
GOSPEL_WITNESS begins itg thirty-fourth year of. pub-
lication. When Dr. Shields saw, as he related once to

_me, that his lwrl'tmgs were, being prmted “in other re-
. hgwus periodicals and in dematd every'where, "he. -felt-
_encouraged to procee'd with THE ‘GOSPEL WITNESS ‘min- .

istry by enlarging the paper and ‘increasing its circula-
tion.., Every number ‘allmost withoult exceptmn, during
the ‘ﬂhu'by ‘three years has contained..a sermon steno-
graphically or electrically reported by ‘the pastor under
the, heading, “The.Jarvis ‘Street- Pul'plt” Readers will -
be delighted to know thiat there are enough sermons by
Dr. Shields in our file still unprinted to contllnue the™

. lpu'bhcatlon of -at least one wéekly sermon by him for the

next ‘twenty-five years.  For .twenty-three years after
the 'death of the great.Spurgeon his sermons were. ~pr1nlted
wéekly.in the Sword and Trowel.” The discontinuance in

1915, during ‘the first world war, was diie not o the want =

of sermon matefrlall but wholly on acount’ of the shortage -
of paper. )

In order to eénsure the contmuance of the ministry of
THE GOSPEL WITNESS and to, mainitain its high standard

'and dxstmc‘t,lve mess'age ww'hou‘t ﬁhe shg*htest c‘han-ge in

LY

“
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its policy, it will from now on operate under the direction
of a Board of Directors composed of the Deacons ofi,
Jarvis Street Baptist Church who are also Trustees of’
Toronto- -Baptist Seminary.. The writer has been re-
quested to act as Chairman.. Thus THE GOSPEL WITNESS
will be keep under ‘the control of men who are not only
evangelically sound, but who are determind that the,
course the paper has always taken will be rigidly followed.

Mr. L. K. Tarr, who has during the past year gained for

himself a wide reputation as a ‘first class journalist, was
at a recent meeting appointed Editor-in-Chief. The
Associate Editors are Dr. O. L.'Clark and Rev. C. D. Cole.

Along with Dr. Shield’s sermons, and occasionally ser-
mons by others, each number of the THE GOSPEL WITNESS
will continue to,contain an exposition of the Bible ‘School
lesson by Dr. O. L. Clark. Editorials of general reli-
gious interest dealing with various aspects of the plague
of modernism_and the menace of Roman [Catholicism will
be featured as usual. .Also,in order to stimulatbe interest
in revival-and missionary work, space will be ‘given to
reports from churches where the blessing of God is mani-
festly resting uponthe ministry of His word.

1Y

- Toronto Baptist Seminary

In an attempt to realize the Christian educational ideal -
for ‘the Baptist ministry, Toronto Ba'ptlst '‘Seminary was
established in 1927. ‘It was to Dr. 'Shields, the founder,
that the vision of-such an ideal was first given. In order
to effect the realization of this ideal, which is not only

intellectual but spiritual as well, it was désigned from -

the beginning that the Semingry- should be vitally con-
nected with a strong and aggressive: New Testament
c¢hurch. The present 'senate, which is made up of the
Board of Trustees' and the Faculty, believes firmly that
for the culture of any youirg man training at Toronto
Baptls't Seminary o become a pastor, evangelist or mis-

sionary, the close re]atlonslhlp of ithis instiution to Jarvis

Street Baptist Church is not only advantageous but very
necessary. With this in view the Trustees of the Semi-

- nary are very happy to announce that Rev. C. D. Cole, who

has been on the teaching staff for the past year, has
been appointed Dean. Mr. ‘Cole, by his humble and godly
spirit, hias greatly endeared himself, together with his
wife Mrs. 'Cole, to all the other members of the Faculty,
the student body, ‘and the whdle Jarvis Street family. It
is thought by many, after reading Mr. Cole’s book on

- “Definition of Doctrines” and both hearing and reading

his lectures given on Thursday nights in the English Bible
Course, that he is undoubtedly one of the most scholarly
theologians of our day. His ability as a teacher and
preacher, coupled with his many years of experience as
a ‘pastor, amply qualifies him, as mo other man within
our acquaintance, to take over the office of Dean.

While there may be a few minor alterations, basically
the Seminary course will remain unchanged. In a few
weeks we hope 'to have ‘the mew prospectus containing
the full course, with plentrful illustrations, in print ready
to be sent to prospective students upon request.

Other Associations
Jarvis Street Baptist.Church, as such, is proud of all
its associations. It belongs to The Conservative Regular
Baptist Association which, as a missionary organization,
assists missionary work at home and abroad and through
this association is connected with the vital 20th century

.
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Reformation Movement of ithe International Council of

‘Christian ‘Churches which is under the capable leadership
of Dr. Carl McIntire. Asa church we intend to put every
facility. ,we possess at the disposal of all these worthy
educational and missionary causes and call upon the
Lord’s people everywhere to remember us constantly in
prayer We are assured that all our friends will rally and,

a8’ before, will, in this challenging hour, by their. very

generous support ‘“come to help of the Lord, to the help . -

of the Lord against the mighty”. ’ ‘ N

FRENCH SERVICE NEXT SUNDAY

The last French language service of thé season will
be held this Sunday, April 24 at 3 o’clock in-Greenway
Chapel. The speaker will be Dr. Robért Dubarry from
France. All friends who are interested should make a
special endeavour to attend this final wservice of the
series. .

- —I.KT.

“THANK YOU” FROM MRS. SHIELDS
Mrs. T. T. Shields, the wife of the late Editor of The

Gospel Witness, wishes to convey her heartfelt thanks -
to the many friends who sent cards, letters, telegrams:

and flowers during the past two weeks. 'The sincere,
prayerful expression of Chrls‘tlans was deeply 'appre-
ciated.

—L.K.T.

A
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'OVERCOMING THE WORLD

A Sermon by' the late Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields

/ Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Mornihg, June 17th, 1934
- - (Stenogréphically Reported) T \

“Whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that

overcometh the world, even our faith.”—1 John 5:4. . .

Prayer Before the Sermon

O Lord, our God, we have no language with which to thank
Thee for this priceless privilege of coming, or being, where
Thou art! We have sinned and come short-of Thy glory; we
have merited eternal banishment from Thy presence. Yet
because Thy grace has abounded, tthe door into the presence
of the Holy One has been” opened to us, and so we come Yo
t-lfle gome of grace to obtain mercy, and find help in time
of need. ' : . ) . .

But we come, first of all, to praise Thee for what Thou art;
"'not for what Thou hast done only, but for what Thou art, the
Holy One, the Father, Son, and' Holy Ghost; from everlast-

ing Thou art the same. In this worldly age of disillusionment.

snd disappointment, we thank Thee that there is One to
Whom we may turn, Who mever fails us, but Whose ear is
always open to our cry. We have come together this morn-
ing, a company of men and women, of boys and girls who
néed Thee. Thou hast enriched us beyond all our asking.
. Thou hast, indeed, done for us all exceedingly abundantly
- above all that we ‘could agk or think, according to Thy power
which worketh in us. Yet, notwithstanding all that Thou hast
done, we come_like the sons of Jacob, with our empty sacks
once again to the great storehouse
- special need. Our circumstances change, we ourselves change,

. we need other grace ‘than we needed when we were younger.
We have mot passed this way heretofore, and so pray that
Thou wilt come ito every one before Thee this morning, and
mitle: us every one according to our particular .requirements
to-day. : .

It may be there is some trifling matter that is yet very
perplexing in the experience 'of someone, some special burden
of which some weary soul finds it difficult to be relieved.
There may be some intricate problem which’ requires more
than human skill, more than human wisdom for its solution.
There may be, indeed, we know there must be, an adversary
against whom we have no strength. Apart from Thee, O
Lord, we are a company of defeated people. Vain is the
help of men. . .

We come this morning that we may meet with God, the
Creator of heaven and e
manifestation of Thyself in the Person of Jesus Christ, that
by faith we may behold once again the Lamb of God. We
come with an earnest desire that we may feel the goings of

God upon our own spirits, that the Holy Ghost Himself may

minister to us the things of Christ. .

Lord, help us every one.. Forgive us our sins. We have
all sinned against Thee, and we, who are Thy children, have
so miserably failed in the fulfilment of our tasks.. We have
been such poor disciples, we have been so unfaithful ko our
trust. O forgive us every one! Give us @ sense of cleanli-
ness this morning, Make us to know with a happy realization
of its truth, that the blood of Jesus iChrist;, God’s Son, cleans-
eth us from all sin. So help us thus to come to Thy Holy
Wonrd, to hear its truth, and to revel in the luxuries of grace,
to rejoice once again in Christ Jesus the Lord.

‘Command Thy blessing upon all the assemblies of the
saints, by whatever named they may be called,; wheresoever
they may meét. May all who worship Thee in sincerity and
in truth, who recognize the eternal Sonship of Jesus Christ,
whosg hope is in Him — may they all this morning be par-
taléer of Thy be'rll‘hedi“im ci leed ‘o0 Th o wnd

o prosper Thy word. ve speed ! y gospel, an
hasten the day of Thine own coming when we shall be like
_ Thee, for we shall see Thee as Thou art. We ask it in the

name of Jesus IChrist our Lord, Amen. ;

Every day brings its -

"of time and sense.

arth, that ‘we may see afresh the .

E HAVE no time this morning for adequate ex-

posriltio\n of a great text like this. But though we
cannot enter into the store and explore all its regions,
we may at least look through the window, and know
where to find things when we need them. It is a good
thing, you know,. sometimes to go window shopping; and
when you have neither the time mor the money to go in
and buy things, just 1o look through the window so that
you ‘may be able to buy them when the money comes, and
when ‘the need arises. I used to know of a wtudent a
great many years ago, of whom his fellow students used
to say that he knew this city so well that he could always
tell you where to buy the best soap, or any other thing
you needed.. -

Well, it is something to know where to find things.
And here is a vast treasury. We a]l want to succeed,
to make the best of life, to realize its possibilities to the
utmost, to have in the truest 'sense the victory, and to
be caused always to triumph in ‘Christ Jesus. Here is
the way of success, of complete victory: “Whatsoever is,
born of God overcometh the world: and this is the vie-
tory that overcometh the world, even our faith.”

1.

THERE IS A WORLD TO BE OVERCOME, a world to be rec-
ognized as an enemy. Somebtimes we speak of people
who are worldly, who are attracted by the world, who -
have given their affections to the things of the world,
who are noted in worldly interests, whose investments
are made here, not yonder, and who live for the things
Now .this vile world is not a friend
to grace, to help us on to God. It nevef was; it never
will be, the Oxford Group to the contrary notwithstand-
ing. You cannot follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth,
and be on good terms with the world at the same time.
It is an utter impossibility. I 'do not ask you to take my
word for it: see what the seripture says. The scripture
summarizes all that is in the world, and telly us that who-
ever would be a friend of the world lis an enemy of iGod.

You young people will' find the world very aluring,
very fascinating. Its attractions are difficult to resist
very often, and if your affections are centered there, you
may be 'sure that your affections will be alienated from
Christ. You cannot, serve God and mammon. You can-
not be a friend of God, and of the world at the same time.
We know that “the whole world lieth in wickedness” or
in the wicked one. Satan is described as “the god of this

.world.” ‘The church has become, in our day, spiritually

lbankrupt, not so much because of its overt sin, as because
of its worldliness. It has adopted worldly methods.
Now the world is an enemy, an enemy to be overcome.
If we are to live victoriously 'we must recognize that fact.
We must take into account all that is in the world, “the
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l-us't of ’t'he flesh” bhe covebm'g\s of 'the fleth — whxdh
*’does. not: necessamly mean’ grosser 1n'd|ulgences« in sin, but-
‘the natuiral desires of people who are in the flesh, for -
mstance, the deslre to sleep long of a ‘Sunday morning
if you like, to ‘turn over and 'have another sleep and miss
Sinday Sehoo]

I think I’ told you some time ago I heard a professor

. once 'say that.the greatest enemy of the church of Christ

-

., weight of glory.” On what -condition?

is 'man’s innate love of comfort. . “Now,” he said, “do not
vsplrltuaﬂlze that.
fort, just the desire for physical ease, and the indulgence -
of all the propensﬂ:les -of the flesh — take it easy, have

a zood time; the lusts of the flesh. They are to be cruci--
f1ed to be vmontlffxed to be Fbroug[hrt unider as one of the
elemenbs of the worldly life.”

“.And “the lust ‘of the e'ye”' “Wha't lthe eye does not see
~the heart does not ‘erave.”. But you remen'u'ber that great .
'word of Paul: “For our light affliction, which is but .
" for a moment” — whlxc‘h does not necessarily mean physi-

cal suffering: I mean ali ‘the afflictions of this lower life

—*“worketh for us-a..far more exceeding lanq eternal
“While we logk
not at the things which are seen, but at the things Wh'ich

" are not seen :-for -the-things which are seen are temporal;
-‘but the things whwh are not seen.are eternal” — the- lrust

" est of all boasters.

"of the- ‘eyes,the 'bemptatlon to. ﬂlve “fo'r the world about Us,-
. for the things thatt_ we. se€ that- are very beautiful, very
atftractlve We are to shut our eyes 'to ’ohese thmgs .

© And “the pride of hfe" Oh, how the devil invents "
forms of religion that minister to the pride of life!” Did
you ever.see — see I say — a Roman Catholic service?
the priest with all his: ‘robes, "and-all the pomp and pag-
eantry of the thm-g" Does it not minister to the pride of
life? And just in proportion as spirituality goes out, that
sort, of ‘thlll'g comes in to Protestant churches as. well as
chu Last Sunday evening I tried
fJo speak ito you '.from ﬂhls text ““The wicked, fhrough ithe-
" pride of his countenance, will not seek after God.” We
are proud of — I know not what. - Very often the man
‘who has made the most signal failure in life is the g'reat-
Oh, to have grace to admit that in
this world we are all 6'1:' ourselvey utterly défeated. We
face an enemy that will overcome us 1f we don’t overcome
bheworld oo oo . Coene .
et . IL o -
Very well then: HOW ARE WE TO OVERCOME IT? “What-

soever i born of God overcometh the world.” In that new .

* life which is g1ven by divine grace, when the isoul is qulck-

endd from death fnto "1fe, in that mew life there reside -
potentialities adequate to overcome all that is the world ;;
potentially, we have the th;ory, when we, are 'bom of

-God."

Look at the ma!tter 'hxstorlcallvy for a moment T‘here

- was' a 'Babe born in. Bethlehem — and of all the helpless. -

creatures on earth, a little babe ‘is the most helpless. His.

: mother and His reputed father were very poor, and they

" destroyed. Surely that would be brought to pass'

- . could not comiand ‘the proteothon that people in other

stta“tlons ‘of life might -command. Yet that Babe attracted
“the attention of T)he king. You 'know the story of how
he ‘issued the order that that young Life should be
You
cannot protect ‘that little flickering life, can ‘you, with

. all the power of the world directed against it? But re-

member -what™ is written at last:

Take it for what. it ds. I mean com- .

" -life that is in Him fis in us;

Israel: for théy are dead which sought the young. child’s
life.”,
P’y

little following, with no bank account, saying: “The foxés
‘have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the
Son of man hath not where to lay. his head”, no wealth,

.no 'position, no station in life at all — yet He said to Hxs

«disciples: “Be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”

I-believe that every Christian Yught to be an independent

-man,. independent of everyone but God, 80 dependent on

.'God that he doés not care a f1g for anyone.
‘Somebody said to me one day

I said;-“I da¥e say you do.”
day you said if anyone did not like what they found in
Jarvis-St. Church, the-doors opened oubward, and he could
go out just as he came in.”
will say it agaln ”
God until it is absolutely independent .of the World

- Jesus sam‘l! “I have overcome the WOrld' » A'l'ldl He OVeE-

came it by-doing without if.

Then He died and was Ibumed and rose, again, and
walked the “earth: - And nothﬂhsta.n’dmg the nails, and

of the religious world, and of the pdhtlcal' world, He

Why ?. Because it is gaid that it was not ‘possible
that He should be holden of-death.

exemphfldatlon in the "Person-of our Lord Jesus.

“Whatsoever is-born  °
of 'God overcometh ‘the world, and that finds, its supreme -
‘But

'\every believer may, in his measure; share.in that t'nrump‘h =
for the life that you recefive at your conversion is of- the .
. 'same quality as the life which is in |Christ.. -He said: “I
_give unto_them eternal life™
to you, ‘it "does not mean endless in d:urat'lon, but indis- .

- Aptl 21, 1956 -

*

They could not kill Him; He survived all the pow- .
ers of ithe wor]d And then at last in His maturity, still. -
despised and rejected by many, ‘when he had but a very -

- He was an.overcomer. He had ithe world beneath His feet.

“You know Pas‘tor I
~“wish.you would not_say some- "I:hmgs you say so)metxmes »-. "
SWell,” he said, “the sther -

I gaid, “I meant it, and I °
.. No church -can .ever be a power for ... -

‘the spear, and the ecrown of thorns, and.the opposition

-.showed Himself alive a:ﬁter His ] passion by many *mfalhble . -
. proofs.

As I have so often said -, -

soluble in its very essence and quality, and the thing that

all the powers of hell cannot destrey At is like God; it -

g part of God; it is ‘the life of God in the soul. of man:
“I give unto them. eternat life.”. And whén Jesus Christ
‘dwells in our heants by faith, 'when we.have really re-

ceived Him, and have become one with Him, a member -

'of His-body, of His flesh and of His bones; the very.same
and ﬂhat ﬂ-lfe, ‘bem'

‘of God, overcometh the world.

Do not tell ‘me, young petple, tha't 1t is hard to 11ve B
an unworldly life. Tt ds, but. you have within you,.if you'
“W!habs_o- .
I have won- ~ -
dered somet:nmes, when I have seen a hoy or a girl con- -

. verted in a sgodless home — no father or mother to teach -

are a Chrrlsvtlan power to overcome-the woﬂld'
ever is born of God overcometh.the world.”

" them, no 'broﬂher or mister to help them, nothing to assxs‘t

them at all — ‘how tthat flickering life will appear. ~ If is §
‘like the babe lin. the ark of fbu’l'msihes You say, Can it .

survive? Can it live? And in_a few years you. see, coming
from that home a stalwart (}hrlstlan, 4 man or woman,
and you say, “What a sbupendous miracle! Nothing to
help him. And wyet, look at him. What is the explana-

‘tion?’ ‘“Whatsoever '1s born of Gdd overco'meﬁh the

world.”

I am not afraid of the lufe that God; -glves It wilt never -
‘go-out. There.lis no- rpower in. eart'h or in hell sufficient
“Arige, and take the - to destroy it. -

, .youn:g chuld 'and h1s mother a.n'd go -into- -the land’ of

" So then, my dear f'mends 1f we are to overcome the

\

. /:l'

born ,
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woﬂl’d we mvust seek, by the | blessmg of God, to 'have fen’

born dgain. That is the victory.. Oh fio! not the Oxford
Gsro-ups psy'chdlogucal change!  Not ﬁhat but- a real

" ‘revolution. wrought in the soul by the creatwe power of
God 80 that God Himself gets into a man’s life; and there-

s’ no power-on earth’ that-can “overconie him mhen JAnd -
the same fis true of the cause of Christ. -generally I

hear some people talking about Christianity as though
it were languishing, as though the Christian church had
fallen upon evil days., The professing church may have
done so, I have no doubt.it has, but “whatsoever is borh
of God overcometh the world”. You cannot extinguish
it, because Godi'isin it. That is the divine side.

nr.’ :
“And then JuS't a sentence “This is 'the viétoi'y'-tl'l'at
overcometh the world, eve'n our faith.” WHAT IS FAITH?

"An unrtellectu'al process, the assent of all the. mind to cer-
tain ‘verbal propositions? It imay be- all ‘that, but it is

salvation. You go bo a Jeweler, andl you don’ft know bhe' )

difference hetween gold and brass. So far as your 'own

.personul knowﬂedge is concerned- they could gell you a .
‘piecé of brdss, and call-it gold, and you “would ‘mot know

the-difference 4t all. . But you 'go, and lbuy something that
is- -of gold. .'And the jeweler says it is: |go|1'd pure.gold.

Y'ou pay- ﬂhe price, -and then you ‘show your fittle frinket
- to someone, and they say, _“Where did you get’ that?.In

Woolworth’s?” - “No; I got it in a jewelery, store.” “Wel,
wwhat do you call it. ”

“It is. I tell you.it is gold.” “How do you know? Have

"you any personal knowledge? Have you ever analyed it?

Can you by any means test it for yourself . “No I

-cannot teli the du'fference between gold and brass, but I
know that is gold, because I know the_jeweler who sold - -

. it to me.”
* gold, and he would not lie to me. .
me he said, “That s gold. You cannot 'des'troy fit. It s

more than that. What is faith?- Somethmg that fis born .

of ‘God. - You cannot believe unless “the Father helps you.

“Tt is written in the prophefts, And they shall all be‘taught

‘of God. Every man 'ﬂheref'ore that hath heard, and hath
learned of the Father cometh unto me,” said Jesus You

cannot 'do it; mo.one else can do it, but God can do it: -

- “By grace are ye.saved through faith; and that not of

" yourselves:

4

us.

. What_does my context’say?

- of God?”

it is the gift of God”; “Tlns is.'the victory
'ﬁhat overcometh the world, even our fal’tJh ”

“How-do you geit faith, l:hen sif it is the gift of God"
“Who is he that overcometh
the world,.but he that believeth that Jesus.is the Son
What is faith? Tt is simply the recognition,

. whether I shall get to heaven or- not”? -
reflection upon - God:”You’ ask nie about .my’ salvation? -

by-an enlightened soul, of the great fact that Jesus' is -

the Son of 'God. Do you believe that? ‘Oh, there are a lot
of people who do not, but do you? 'There is no salvation
apart from God. “This is the victory that overcometh

thé warld,” and- if Jesiis be the Son.of God, He ‘is with-

‘me, and in me. Then if God be for us, who can be against
It doés not make any differerice who is against you.
Faith is- srmp'le recognition of Jesus as the Son of God.
Do you recognize Him as the Son? Have you discerned

. t‘hat truth? . Do you kmow that He is the Son of God?

Fathér, and faith in ‘His' word with all Lts implications.
Literally; it_is of no use,'my dear friends, to say you
believe the B1lble, and hold to belief in the Bible. as a
theory T‘here are a lot of dodtrmn'a'lre lpeoprle, who say,
“1 'belleve 'the Bible. " It is the word of God”. And when
they have no troubles, there are no diffioulties, and the
lines have fallen to them in pleasant places, and they seem

to have a goodly heritage, they say, “Is it not wonderful -

. to have the word. of ‘God!” Then trouble comes, every.

prop is taken away from them, and they are put in a place-

where no one but God can thelp them. Have you learned

" Then; “this.i is‘the v1ctory that overcoméththe world, even
oour faith”, — faith in Jesus as the eternal Son.of the

_to stand alone with God, and just to put the finger of -
faith upon -the .promise of the word of God, and say,

“So sure am I that this is the inspired word of God, who

- cannot lie, I will rest my all for time and for étermty on

it, and I will die with it”? Do you-believe that? - Ah,
when you have t‘hwt a letter dlrect from lheaven fthen
you may be sure..

Just thus word: Do not mlslum'de;rstand me, I wou'ld'

state the case. very carefully I ’beheve that ﬂhat faith
in God and faith in His word mvolves a falﬁh in our own

“What abouts that?” - “Well he _said it was

When he lhandedl it to

made of ‘an mdestnucbllble meﬂal Take 1!t and ‘be happy’.”’
"Well now, Is it ‘a modest lthmg to' say, “T."don’t know

I tell you I have an eternal sa’lvatlon Just as sure as I
shall be when I have walked the streets of gold a million
years. I know that T am saved. How do I~know? Because
God, Who cannot lie, told me. (“Amen!”) It is gold; I
have. an everlasting salvation. Do you want§it?s .

“Just as I am, w1thout one* plea

.

- .
B . v’

DR. T. T. SHIELDS’ MEMORIAL ISSUE

Coples of last week’s spec1al isstie of: The Gospel Wit-
This 24 page issue -contains .
© many. tributes to Dr. Shields 4nd articles tellmg of his -

ness are still available.

unique ministry. “Readers who desire ‘extra copies should
order them. 1mmed1ately Please enellose a small offering
for cost and’ ma1lmlg

.—L.K.T.

-~

. Attention: " .
PROSPECTIVE MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES
.PLAN TO ATTEND ' :

Toronfo Baptist Seminary -

Commence your Training NOW in a BAPTIST

institution which for over 25 years has gent .

forth-men and womén well prepared in heart
4 and mind.

- Founder: DR. T. T. SHIELDS _ v
President: REV. H. C. SLADE
Training is Scriptural, -Evangeh&:al Scholai'ly. .
" Degrees in Theology “No Tuition Fee '
Enlarged Faculty — Re-orgamzed Courses -
— Evening Classes -
Send for copies of new Illustmted Prospectus
For information, write: - T

The Registrar, Toronto Baptlst Semlmry
. 337 Jarvis Street, Toronto 2, Ont.. . -

No; that is a -

-

“It is .gold.” “I do mot think so.” :

. .3,-.
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Modern Protes’ranhsm and Rome

t even if some rather unfnendly remarks were made about
ear that many .of the influential personalities in the World

“We musl notnforget
our Church at Evanston, it is

Council cannot envisage any prospect of ecumenism worthy of the name, which would
jeave the Catholic Church out of account.” (From “Istina®, Roman Catholic quanerly

publlshed in Paris, France).

LERT readers are aware of the existence of the ecu-
menical movement which is assuming such a pre-

dominant place in the Protestant churches of our day,

On every hand, By every possible means there is an at-
tempt.to make all church members think that the great
task of our day is to join all churches into one great body
with the .basis of union being the lowest common de-
nominator. The theological vocabulary of ‘our fathers

included such great terms as the Virgin .birth, the sub- .

stitutionary atonement, verbal inspiration, the bodily
resurrection of Jesus Christ. We note that the vocabu-
lary of modern Protestant leaders in Canada and else-
where does mot' include these words but rather includes
such words as “unity”, “brotherhood”, “ecumenical”, and
related terms. In fact the emphasis upon this new vo-
cabulary comes about simply because most of the leaders
of modern Protestantism do not believe the great truths
of the gospel and so have forfeited the right %o bear the
‘honoured name o'f “Protestant”.

o This drift can be seen, too, in the utterances of these
lefaders regarding the Roman Catholic Church. Rome
boasts ‘that the Church is “sempe'r eadem” (always the

.same). Her teaching, her aims and her program have
not changed with the passing of time and still that church
is the 1mp1acalble enemy of the lgospel civil liberty and
the .Bible. Protestant prophets have fearlessly pointed
out the evils of Rome and Protestants of other days were
informed on ‘the menace of Rome. Times have changed.
First the leaders of modern (and modernistic) Protes-
tantism urged “leniency” and “charity” (falsely so called)

toward the church of Rome. Now it is increasingly evident -

that these same leaders look forward to closer co-opera-
tion with the papal church and eventually to 'a union with
the c'h'urdh which the Reformers regarded as the “Mother
of harlo

. -Occasron'allly we do hear some lame utterances and
feeble protests from these trembling Protestants but
each time they speak against Rome it is with a half

apologetic tone as though their behaviour was presumptu--

ous. Such weak protests usually refer to the Roman

Church as a “sister communion” and, to the priests as

“Christian brethren”. . We can well imagine ‘that -the
priests laugh up their slleeves as they read these diluted
declarations.

‘Anyone who listens to World Church News over the
C.B.C. on Saturday afternoon will be aware of the kind
treatment and full coverage which is given to-‘the church
of Rome by the secretary of the Canadian Council of
Churches” (supposedly a body ecomposed of Protestant
churches). . Dr. Gallagher always includes the news of
the latest plans and deeds of that church afnd vet he is
the secretary of a council of churches which epresents
Canadian Baptists, Presbyterians, United, Anglican, Dis-

ciples and Salvation Army churches!

of ‘these churches, he speaks for me?”’ Yes.

The attitude of the leaders of the ecumenical movement
and the major denominations is increasingly one of favour
toward Rome, . Men such as Dr. John McKay of Prince-
ton sometimes throw a light smokescreen over the scene
by speaking strong words against the Roman Church’s
policy in one aréa of the world. The great majority of
ecumenical leaders have no desire ‘to criticize Rome and
indeed envisage the day when the churches shall be one.
Anyone who is remotely acquainted with Rome’s record

.in the past will have no doubt as to who will dominate

such a union.

‘The sentence which. appears at the head of this article
expresses the truth about the situation. Let all Protes-
tants read that senttnce with alarm — “Wei must not
forget that even’if some rather unfriendly remarks were
made about our Church-at Evanston, nevertheless, it 18
clear that many of the influential personalities in the

World Council cannot envisage any prospect of ecumen-
ism worthy of the name, which would leave the Cathohc
Church out of account.”

‘That is the view of a Roman Catholic lpa-per. No‘tice

that the Roman Church feels that the leading men in the,

ecumenical movement picture a great deal of co-operation
with the papal church. These Protestant leaders have
gone far along the road toward union with Rome. If they
were told this they would doubtless run for some few
isolated statements by men such as Dr. McKay and en-
deavour to hide behind these lonely utterances. The priest

who wrote the article in the French paper analyzed this

correctly — “We must not forget that even if some rather
unfriendly ‘remarks were made about our Church at
Evanston, nevertheless-. . . Rome benignly smiles as a
few would-be zealots in the World Council of 'Churches
spea'k against her but beneath it all she is confident that

“many of the influential personalifies” in the “Protes-
tant” world have plans which leave a large place for the
Roman Church.

So often when we would pomt out this danger, we :t‘ee'l
that the difficulty is ‘to show what.this means {o the aver-
age C'hristian./‘l‘his is no academic quéstion! In Canada
there are definite indications that this compromising ap-
proach toward the Roman ‘Catholic question is paralyzing
Christians who remain in these liberal churches. Slowly
but surely chloroform is being administered until the day
comes when timid Christians will awaken ‘to find that it
is too late to struggle against thig betrayal of trust by
Protestant leadérs. The most effective protest for Chris-
tians now would be withdravwal from modernist churches
and union with Bible-preaching, separatist clhurc%eis.T

.—L.XK.T.

“What is that?”
(declares a reader, “do you mean that if I belong to one

N
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1 A JUST PORTRAIT .
Most of the newpapers of Canada, led by the Toronto
Globe and Mail, did grave injustice to the memory of ‘the
late Editor of The Gospel Witness. 'The reports of his

life and work were decidedly malicious and were cal-.

culated to appeal to the baser element among the readers.

Never have we seen any man so maligned in the pages

of the public press. This behaviour is even more despi-
cable when one recalls that the man who was attacked was
dead. .

. One does not expect ‘the secular press to view Dr.
Shields’ contribution in exactly the same ligh't as do ‘those
who were associated with him. Surely, however, it\is not
too much ‘to ask that an objective portrayal be.given
to the public.

any newspaper. The arrival of a copy of The Adver-
tzqer (published in New Toronto),™¥Ontario’s Largest
Weekly Newspaper”, forced us to believe that there are
still some newspapermen who refuse to float down the
modern stream of mediocrity and indifference. 'With the

permission of the editor of The Advertiser we print in.

full this fine editorial :- .

“NEUTRALITY IMPOSSIBLE”
Enemy of Pacifism and Compromise

Rev. Dr. T. T. Shields was to the church what Sir
Winston Churchill was to polifics. Both men stamted their
careers with clear-cut objectives in ‘mind.- The hand of
time has removed both, one to the grave, the other 1o re-

" tirement. Who will -replace them ?

-~ . Trying to evaluate the conmbuho'n of Iﬂhe man lSIhuelds
to the Canadian and world church is like #rying %o pin-

. ‘point 'the rays of the sun. Those who claim to have hiated
the man have nevertheless been influenced by his life.

The Baptist preacher was not a product of his’ age. In
an era of doubt and disbelief, he plowed a strai ht furmw
to the end. 'Never once did he look back. en men’s
hearts failed them, Shields took up sword 'bo serve a
cause, In an epoch of religious pacifism and compromise,
he contended for a faith. It was his disciplined personal
life, his unselfish devotion o what he believed to be right,
which elevated him far above tthe mediocrity of the modern

- mind. This fervenit quality inspired fellow-believers and
exasperated his enemies.

There are those who will proclanm the death of the
religious leader as the end of fundamentalism. But there
are indications of a widespread desire for a return to a
more stable faith than liberalism has so fa:r Peen able to
offer. It camnot be denied that his mission 'succeed'ed in
stemminig the tide from orthodoxy.

Shields fought the laissez-faire attitude that still j
vails in various quarters of our country. He sp: no
effort and often disregarded his own health and comfort
to carry through a oampang‘n to success.

#I have a mission %o perform and nothing and nobody
is going to stop me,” he declared.

__ Those who tried to stop him fell rby the wayside. In
the church, he raised the standard of
tics, he pmcl-a.mned honesty and ﬁankness as the criterions
of a man’s worth. ) .

He drew the battle lines in the modern Protegtant
Church, forcing one ecclesiastic after another, congregation
after con-g'regahom into the wvalley of decision. Where
Shields was concerned, neutrality was impossible.

It is spirit such as his which is needed in the world
today. LK.T

A'i’uritan was--té‘ld that he was too precise, but re-
plied, “I serve a precise God.” —C. H. SPURGEON

{

. We had almost” concluded that such an-
". objective and just approach was not to be expected from

orthodoxy. In poli-.
.add under his breath—“and two to fleece him.”

‘ ROMAN SUPERSTITIONS/
RUTH is stranger than fiction! Anything you read
about the superstitions and idolatry of the Roman
Catholic Church is probably true although the Church
vehemently denies many of these c'harges lUsrually we
think that the foolish practises of the Roman Church
are reserved for South Amerlca, Italy an'd ‘Spain and that
in North America. These “old wives’ fables”, howe'ver,

are passed on to “the faithful” even in Canada.:

The calendar of the Church of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus in. Hamilton has been sent ‘to us by a reader and
we found its contents to be a revelation. We.could quote
quite extensively from this publication but one article
in particular attracted our attention. We pass it on to
our readers for their edification:-

HOLY WATER GOOD TO THE LAST DROP

Holy water is a sacramental. Used properly, sacramen-
tals take away venial sin, obtain graces for us, remit
temporal punishment, put to flight evil spirits and tempba-
tions and secure for us 'healbh and other temporal bless-

ings.

Here are some ways to use it in the home:—

A home, like a church, is a holy place; why mot. bless
yourself on entering and lea.vm'g ?

Bless the children before they go 'to bed or bo_ ‘school.
Besides its supernatural effects, the holy water is a re-
minder that they are part of a Christian family.

The sprinkling of holy walter is recommended during
storms, floods and public calamities. It is a help during
trouble, pain, danger or temptation.

Holy water fis-among the things needed whén a priest
makes a gick call. .

Here’s how you keep it in ﬂhe home:—

Obtain a small bottle of hdly water from your ‘church,
This start will keep you going indefinitely. As you use
the holy water, refill the bottle from the tap. ,

The rule is: never add more water ‘than one half ‘the
quantity of holy water you have in the bottle. That means

*  that if you have two cups of holy water, add less.than one
" cup of tap water.

‘Surely ‘this is a potent brew! 'Any product which has
80 many varied uses poses a threat to many who have
taken long training to learn how o 'do what ‘“holy water”
accomplishes. Doctors and druggists will hardly be
needed for this surefire liquid is used to alleviate pain.
Those who sell property and life insurance will find in
“holy water” a formidable competitor for it is useful
during “storms, floods, and public calamities.” Indeed,
judging by the above glowing description we conclude
that there is nothing too difficult for this powerful water.

‘We must confess that our admiration for the product
diminished when we read the directiony for refilling the
bottle. Go to the tap! In past days the church would
have at least 'told us that the water came from the Holy -
Land or some great shrine but now the secret~is out—it
comes from the tap, chlorine, fluorine and all!

It is said that P. T. Barnum used to declare that “There
is one (fool) born every minute” and that he used to
Can
intelligent people be misled by this foolishness of the
Church of Rome? Apparently they can for the Church
has a great following here in Canada. Let us determine

. the more faithfully to proclaim the message of the Gospel

which beckons men—“Ho, every one that thirsteth, come
ve to the waters, and he ithat hath no money; come ye,
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy. wine and milk withdut
money and without price.,” This is the only antidote %o
papal poison. "

' -:-L.K.T.
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A N K . h o

. .. .“LET.US GO ON”
' Hebrews 6.

THE saxth chapter of Hgbrews is one of the mos«t con-
ftroversial’ passages 'in the, fe'ntlre Bible. Joseph
Parker calls it a battle ground, dnd-says that mnumer-
able Calvinists have slain ﬁnnumera,ble Arminians within *
the four corners of this solemn lde’claratmn .Then he
goes on to say ‘that the fray was not needed that hhe
.doctrines fought over are not involved in this passage
But: it seems to me quite difficult to interpret it- W1thout
runtiing drto the issue between ‘the two systems. I do
believe that too often’ the ! Calv'must 'has been’ intent on

_slaymg Arminians rather than.iin giving us the fruth- in

the passage. I think the Calvinist a,rgu'ment usually
runs. something like this: that the passagé proves too
much for the Arminian, and that when he has recourse
to it to’ prove anostaqy of a born again person it proves
'more than he wants it.to prove, because "it proves that

" if one should lose his saﬂv'atwn then it would be Jost for-

ever, athing which: Arminians will not allow

A Digiession
At verse eleven in the fifth. c'hanpter the dpostle entere

upon a digression, ‘and paves the way for -the full dis-
cussion of that which is to be the dominant-theme of the
epistle — the Priesthood of the Lord Jesus Christ. The~

-author had quoted from nﬂhe one hundred and tenth Psalm

to prove that a priest would warise after the order of
Melchisedec, thus establishing the fact that the Aaronic
priesthood was-only témporary, -to be superseded by a
priesthood after another order. But before.entering into

-a d_mscu'ssuon of this theme he digresses to arouse his hear-
ers-from a'state of lethargy and spiritual inertia: . Their

dulness of hearing presents a difficulty as the apostle
thinks of discussing the priesthood of Jesus' Christ. He -
rebukes his readers. by calling ﬁhem b'anlles, in the hope
that they will become alert, and receive what he has.to
say with -profit. He wants them to get out of the high
chair of babyhood, and go on to full growth in the knowl-
edge of Jesus 'Christ., He wants to lead them ‘mto a .
richer and riper-experience of. the thmgs concerning the |
Lord Jesus Christ. ‘There are many ‘things to be said
on the -subject of the pmesthood and he wamlts to say
these thmgs' to the profit of his’ readners

. “I .
A Purpose Stated and Exhortatlon vaen (1-3)
“There'fore [leavmg the prmmples of the doctrine of

. Christ, let us lgo on unto perfectmn not laying -again the

" fouridation, of repentance f-rom-'cie-éd@qus: and of faith

Blble S

LA i

toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying onn .

-of hands, and of “Fesurrection of the dead, and of eternal
:rudgment
these three: verses’ we have .a purpdse “stated, and an’
. extiortation given. - Thé purpose-of the ‘writer is to leave

- the doctrines that the Hebrews have already been taught,~~ ~ e

and have subscribed to, and 20 on to more advanced doc-

L2

strines, “or teachings, concerning ‘the Lord Jesus ‘Christ.' - :

And his exhortation is for them to follow -him in his
‘discussion. ‘They had given up Judaism for Christianity,
but growth had not followed,theiir profession. iBaxter’s
interlinear renders it like this: ‘“Wherefore having left .
. .*.” These Hebrews had left something that they had
been taught; they had laid the foundation, but they had
not built upon it; they had -subseribed to-a foundation
truth, but they had not gone on to full growth in the
knowledge of Jesus’Christ. ‘They had been taught that .
- Judaism was a 'system of types and- shadows, and learn-

" ing this they had changed their mmds, they had repented

-of .dead .works, and of mere faith in God. Right here the .
commentators asunder part, not agreeing .on whether
* ithe writer 'is referrmg to the doctrines of.Judaism or to

e

-'the elementary things of 'Christianity.. . It'seems to me -,

that both' are involved. What necessam'ly happened to -
cause these Jews to turn from Judaism to Christianity?
They had been taught some ‘things. -They were made ‘to
.see the difference between Jewish ablutions and Chris-

tian- baptlsm,-'and between ithe doctrine of the laymg on ‘

of ‘hands in connection with the animal sacrifices-of ‘rJhe
old economy, and the laying on of hands in the recelvlng

of -the Holy 'Spirit, and for ‘the purpose of identification. ‘, g

- And they had been taught more about the resu'rrectlon of
" the. dead, and of eterndl judgment, for life and 1m|mar-
tality are brought to light through the gospe] v
And so the Hebrews, having seen that Old Testament
worship was itypical and adumbrative, had left it for the

. Substance and reality to be -found in “dhe Lord Jesus . .

- Christ.’ Alford makes this comment: “The first and most
obvious elementary instruction of the Jews would be the
- teaching them the typical significance of 't)herr ceremonial
law in its ‘Christian fulfilment.”
doctrines had caused these.Jews to leave Judalsvm and .
embrace ‘Christianity. - Now the writer wan'ts them to

This knowledge of these ~

consider this as only the foundation of the truths of. the - -

Christian religion. He fis not. going to lay the foundation
again by discussing these doctrines that they had already,

- been taught, and had subscribed ‘to; he wants to.‘carry -

them on to full growth as Ohnsvblans\ and in the knowl- -
edage of Jesus Christ. “And this will we do, if- -God_ per-
mit”* In all of our resolutions the will and aid of the” -
Lord must be considered, for wﬂ)hout Him we can do
nothing.

The aposvﬂle Paul was a man of Progress. “ He did not -
believe in standing still. ‘“Let us go on” was his motto.
e'verywhere and at all times. And this should be our motto
i this sad and momertous hour. Whatever opposition
. corifronts ‘us ought to be only a challenge to every mem-
ber. Let us be dhaﬂleng‘ed by the needs and« the oppor-
tunities of the times in which we Tive. Let, every diffi-
culty that may confroni us challenge every member of-
Jarvis Street Church to do his or her best. Let us go -
on in.witnessing and teac‘h'm'g and tprea,chmg and praying.

When Mrs. Cole and I lcame to Toromto last September.

" we visited Abraham Lincoln’s boyhood homé -on Knob -

Creek in Kentucky. His boyhood home 'was @ one ‘room

%

A

-

Ny

And this will we 'do, 1f ‘God, permit.” . In',. -
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log cabm of ﬂhe cru'dest sort Abra.'ha:m mealn had few
. opportumtxes but he was deteimined and persistent: As
“a "boy he would walk miles-'to borrow a. “book. from . a
-neighbour which he could: not afford to buy.- He would

solve hls.pro'blems on a wooden 's&lovel andthen scrape it
off with a Jack-kmfe .to et & clean surface for anotther
problem. °As a.boy, in running ‘errands.he would carry -

a. hot potato to 'keep ‘his; hands warm_because he could

" .not afford a pair of gloves. Abraham Lincoln ran-for

office -many times, and was-defeated. more times than he

_ was ‘elected, but he kept at fit, and became the sixteenth -

President of the United States and the saviour of the
Union. As Dr. Lee would remind us, there is a glory
of keeping at fit. Someone has remarked that it took

- Heriry Frd seventeen years to build his first ‘automobile,

and two ‘years moré to. crank it. But he*kept at it; and.

‘ ‘what have ‘you in ‘t}he Ford un'dju'strles spread over. the
) g‘lb'be" ’

- A Woman of Great Falth :. el

*. The s)b&y of the Syrop&lemcmn woman is familiar to.
us. Wlhen “our, Lord was in the-coasts of Tyre and Sidon

this woman of ‘Canaan besought Him on behalf.of her
afflicted daughter. And “He answered her not a word.”."
_And the d.ls'cnplles begged Him to send her away because

she was crying after them, and He said, “] am not sent
but unto the lost sheep of .the house of Israel » And upon

that -she came and worshipped Him, and cried out, “Lotd,

h'elp me.” And He responded-by saying, “It is not meet -

to take the children’s bread, and to cast it to dogs.” But *
thiis did not deter her. -She said, “Lord, yet the dogs-eat

of the crumbs which fall from thelr masters’ ‘table.”

Whereupon He cast the devil oujt of her daJu-gihter ‘and '

gaid to her, “O woman, great i is bhy faith: be it unto thee
even as thou wilt.” “Let us go on;” let «us keep*at it..
There is 4, story of a little woman in the South who

" wrote, to 'the Cdrnegie foundation for an organ for her
-little conutry church. They wrote her as prohtely as they

¢ould, denying her request, But she did not ‘give up, and
she ‘wrote -another letter, going into detail, telling théem

. '.how badly the c'hu-rdh nedded an-organ, and how poor all
, - the members were. In a little .while she received an-

other letter saying-that they were not giving any more -
‘organs. ‘She wrote back 1mmed'1ate1y, and said, “I- know
you are- not gmmg any more organs,. 'but I want you 1o

jgflve an org‘an to. me for my church.”. And when the

manager was shown ithe letter he said, “G1ve the woman

.an organ for her churh.” ‘She kept at’it, +‘In.due season*

we shall reap, if we famt not.” There have been more

. failures because peyple have given up, “and ’.ha've not 'kept
at 'lt thian from any other catise. ‘“Let us go on.”

' f/ A Poem By Dr. Shields”

I want to dedicate one of Dr, Bhields’ own poems to 'hls
memory, and commend ‘the-sentiments of it to Brother
Slade and the rest of s. I ran 8cross. this poem a day
or so'ago, written-on 4 faded yellow piece of paper, indi-

cating great age. The date was-not on'it, nor was. the

author’s nante, but_ I believed that T had copied it’ from

*. THE GOSPEL WITNESS back in the-days when the Doctor

was 'hav'mg his conflict with- McMaster. A while ago Miss
Lindsay checked on it, and found that Dr. ‘S'hhelds com-
posed thls poem back in the year 1928

1 must g0 on: my hand is put unto the plough; .~ °°
The wind blows cold; the sluggard leaves tthe sod un'tumed
Nor cares ‘bhat jin the time of harvest he must beg. _

+ But I have seen @ Ploughman, spite of wind and snow

Ploug*h an unbending furrow bo the end .

“

-
.

And, eeaseless in [His toil, break up the fallow ground,
And ‘through the mist and murk of unpropitious days
Lay up in store the summer’s golden harvest joy.
That Ploughman is-the Master of my soul:’
Therefore, in spite of storm and s'tress hke Him,

I must go on.’

“1 must flghfl; on: L have in conscience drawn the sword
- Phe fight is hard; the armed Ephraimités may flee T
And flll the streets of Gath lamd Askelon with mirth;

But I have deen a Wiarrior take ithe field alone, -
Unsheath His.sword against infernal foes,

And, with undaunted soul, ¢ut through the serried ranks,
Arnd though forsakenof rI;he men. He came tto save,

Pour out His blood to win for them the victor’s crown.
That Warrior.is the '‘Captain of my soul,

And I, though I should sfta.nsd a.lone like Hum,

I mus't fight'on, . -

“And I-must love: my heart is lomger not my owmn. <
The world allures and fickle hearts may turn aside,
Nor care tthat ashes mark the place of yester’s ﬂame
. But I have seen a Lover, spite of scorn and hate; -

", Love through 4n agony of lbloéd and tears;
"~ And, ceaseless in His love for ’en His enemies,
Lay ‘down His life, forsaken of the. earth and sky,

d, nsmg', win a bride, and ring the marriage bells! -
That Lover is the lover of mf soul;, :
And I, unto the endless end ike Him,

1 too must love.”

. II . '
A People Described and Warmng Given (4-8)

Ini verses four to eight we have a people deseribed, and”
a warning given: “For it lis impossible for those. who

were once enlightened, and have ‘fasted of the heavenly

gift, and were made partakers 'of .the Holy Ghost, and
have tasted of the good word of ‘God, and the powers of
the world to come, if ‘they shall fall away, to renew them
again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves.

the Son of God afresh, and put-him to an open shame.”
The -reason g1ven for leaving the foun’da'tlon and going’
on ito fuller mstructlon lig that there would be no hope
on the part of ‘the writer to ‘bring back to repentance -
those who, having had certain experiences and blessing,.
had returned to Judaism. The writer could have no hope
of getting people to change their minds while ‘they were

" erucifying to ﬂhemselve's the Son of God afresh; and .

putting Him to an open shame. The commentators dif-
fer -again as to whethér or not this is- a description of

‘genuine ‘Christians -or 6f nominal professors. - The orig- -

inal .says, “And then fell away,” rather ‘than . “If they.

, shall fall away.” In this description the falling away ‘is

just as much a part of the description as-any of the other '
statements that are made. It describes a people who had

‘been enlightened, who had tasted of ‘the heavenly gift,
" had been made partakérs of the Holy Ghost, had tasted

the good word of ‘God, and the powers of the world to
come, and then fell away., Now I admit that at first
reading that seems 'to be 'a_de'scrlptxon of genuine Chris-
tians, but T would have you observe what is not said in
describing them. It is nowhere-said or implied that they
were born of the Splmt or sealed by ‘the Spirit, or indwelt
by the Spmt It is nowhere said that they beliéved to .
the saving of the.soul; it is nowhere said that they were
justified-by faith, or that- they had believed in the Lord
Jesus Christ. When we interpret these versées and state-
ments in the light of ‘other ‘Scriptures it is not so obvious
that ‘it is the description of genuineé Christians. The
stony ground hearer re¢eived the word with joy, but when
the testing time came he was offended, and renmounced it.

. Judas, and others, in New Testament times, must have
had the gift of.the Holy Spirit to perform miracles. The
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Lord Jesus tells us that 'in'%h'a»t day many will say unto
. Him, “Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name?
" and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name
done many wonlderful works?”’ only to have Him say, “I
never knew you.” Felix must have felt something of tthe

powers of the world to ¢ome when Paul reasoned with™

him. about righteousness, and temperance, and judgment
to come, for he trembled. But Felix was not born again.
There are some who would call this common grace, in
distinction from special grace that is vouchsafed to the
elect. But I prefer to think of it as the Holy Spirit deal-
ing with men without dealing with them graciously and
savingly. Just how much a person may know about
Christ and Christianity, just how much he may experi-
ence of the Christian religion, without being born again,
and without having 'the good work begun in him which
. the Holy Spirit is sure to complete, none of us perhaps
can know. But I am persuaded thiat it is considerable.
Cyrus, 'the heathen king, is moved by the Spirit of God
to issue a decree permitting the Jews to return to Jerusa-
-lem. But Cyrus was not regenerated. And so I take this
description to be a deseription of those who had had all
these blessings, and had had some experiences, ‘and then

- fell away, and apostatized, rather than believing to the

saving of the soul. Mr. Spurgeon — and we are usually
on safe ground when we quote him — has this to say:
“When matters grow hot with Christians, whether
through afflictions from ‘the Lord, or persecutions from
the "'world, the temporary believer is so sapless and so
rootless and so deficient in moisture of grace 'that he
dries up, and his profession withers. Until stony hearts
are changed it must always be so. We meet with many
who are soon hot, an'd as soon cold. They receive the gos-
‘pel 'anon, and leave it by and by. Everything is on the
surface, ‘and thergfore is hasty and unreal. May we all
have broken hearts and prepared minds, that when the
truth comes to us it may take root and abide.” '

He illustrates the two kinds of responses to the call of
the gospel, and to the blessings of God, in two pieces of
land: “For the earth which drinketh im_the rain thiat
cometh oft upon 1it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for
them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from God:

He does not believe they have fal-len away, but have the
things that accompany salvation, “though we 'thus speak.”
. In verse tten he giyes the reason for'his hope: “For God
is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of

_ love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye

have ministered to the saints, and do minister.” Here
is outward evidence of their salvation.” These Hebrews

had lbeen,'é’q-do still were, helping the persecuted and pov-

erty-stricken saints. This would imply two groups of .
Christians in the community to which this epistle was
sent — a group known as Hebrews, and a group known
as saints. There are those who believe that this epistle
went to Rome, not to the original congregation to which
Paul wrote his epistle, but that it went to Jews of the
synagogue who embraced 'Christianity without leaving -
the 'syna{'gogue a8 the place of worship. We are told that
in Rome there were seven Jewish synagogues, and thalt
in 'the case of some of these synagogues the entire mem-
bership was converted to Christianity. In 64 A.D. Nero
burned Rome, and blamed the IChristians, and put multi-

" tudes of them to death. And it is thought that these

Hebrews keeping to their synagogues were not known to
Nero as Christians, andthat because of this they escaped
the most terrible of the persecutions, ‘thus enabling them
to give assistance, and to succor the poor persecuted
Christians of the older congregation. Be that as it may
be, these Hebrews had given -evidence to the apostle of
their 's'a,hvation, because they had ministered, and were
continuing to minister, to the saints.

., - ,

Désire and Encouragement (11-20)
In verses eleven to twenty we-bave desire and encour- -
agement: “And we desire that every one of you do shew
the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the

. end: that ye be not slothful, but followers of them who -

through faith an'd patience inherit the promises.” Here
is an exhortation for these Jews to show the same dili-
gence ‘in cultivating hope as they had been showing ‘in
their aid given to the saints. They had been showing
love to the Name of the Lord in caring for the saints,

but that-which beareth tthorns and briars is rejected,.and and he wants them to exercise faith and patience and
is migh unto cursing; whose end is to be burned.” ‘And hope; he wants them to get rid of their sluggish and
so here we have 'in the good soil that brings forth good despondent state, and hope to the end for. the promised
fruit born again people represerited. And in the land _blessings of the gospel. They would need diligence, they
that brings forth thorns and briers we have represented would need to-be earnest, in reaching 'the full assurance
the stony ground hearer, who is only a temporary ‘and of hope. They would have to get rid of their spiritual
sapless believer. This is a most solemn warning to make inertia, and give attention to the promises of the gospel,
the right response to the call of the gospel, and to the if their faith and patience and hope are exercised. Faith
blessings of God. ™ rests upon God's Word, and hope is the expectation of

. - : ’ . whiat God promises in His Word, and patience is enduring

! while waiting for the thing promised.

A Hope Expressed and the Reason Given (9-10) ”I‘hesé Hebrews evidently were not very happy nor very
‘In verses nine and ten we have a hope expressed, and hopeful. The pressure they were under was affecting
the reason for this hope: “But, beloved, we are persuaded their faith and their hope. The writer points them to
better things of you, and things thalt accompany salva- their forefathers who through faith and patience inherit-
tion, though we thus speak.” The writer here tells the - ed the promises. Their believing ancestors did not find
Hebrews that he does mot believe that he has been de- the way easy, but by faith they persevered, and wenit
scribing them, though he thinks perhaps they mightt need home to Heaven, and obtained what was promised in the
the warning. He can only address them as professors, Go3pel of Jesus Christ. At this point in the chapter the
without certain knowledge of their salvation. He can writer seems to anticipate what he is going fo deal with
only go by the evidence they give. And this leads him to at great length in the eleventh .chapter, when he ‘shows
hope for their salvation. He cannot know for sure that ‘that by faith men suffered and performed and obtained
they are saved, and so the’warning is given to keep them , Wwhat they could not have suffered and performed and
as far away from the precipice of apostasy as possible. obtained without faith. ‘He wants them to be followers
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of their believing forefathers. No beli:ever should expect
to be-carried to ‘the skies on flowery beds of ease; it is
through muc‘h trlb'ulaltlon we must enter the Kingdom.,

In thxs part of the discussion Abraham is held up as
an example of one, who, throug"h faith and patience, in-
herited the promise.- Abraham, after patiently waiting,
received what was promised, that is, Abraham found the
heavenly country that he had been seeking, and entered
into the City which hath foundations, whose Builder and

whose Maker is God. ‘Christians individually and in sue- .

cession, when we come to die, inherit the promise. But
when the Lord Jesus Christ comes, and all the saints, as
a collective group, climb out of their graves, and are
changed in 'a moment, fthen. ‘t)hey will receive the bless-
ihgs that God has promlse'd in all their fulness. Cuf late
Pastor, Dr. Shidlds, must now be realizing in the pres-

.ence of the Lord Jesus !Christ somethmg of what it is

to receive the promise, after faith and patience and hope.

For their encouragement and aid in reaching full assur-
ance of hope the author points them to the word and to

. the oath of God. Faith and hope concerning eternal bless- -

edness must rest upon what God says. There is nothing
else to go by except what God 'says in the gospel of His
Son. Believing 'the gospel we expect to receive what is
promised in and through Christ. In the gospel we learn
that J'ustrflcat'lon is through. faith in Christ. We fbeheve
it, and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, and reckon oir-
selves to be justified from. all things because God says
we are justified. In the gospel we are 'told that the justi-
fied will be gﬂomfled and ‘behe'vmg' it we expect to obtain
glorification 'in Heaven. And this hope we have is an
anchor to the soul, -for it lays hold upon ‘the hope set
before us.

Let me illustrate that point.
suppose, who is very ill.

I have a son, we will
I am greatly disturbed, and

assures me that my son will recover; he holds outt hope;

- he sets hope before me. If I fbelvleve the doctor o be a

man of skill and judgment and honour I "will credit his
statement, 'and in this way lay hold of the hope he sets
before me. Now the gospel makes statements about
‘Christ, and the salvation that we are to have in Him
with eternal glory. And by believing the gospel there is
necessarily hope and expectation of receiving what is
promised. In this way hope enters within the veil where
Jesus the forerunner is for us already entered.

Then for our further encouragement and hope God con-
firmed His word by an oath. He sware by Himself to
Abraham that he would ‘inherit the promise, and He has
sworn to New Testament believers that Jesus ‘Christ is a
high Priest forever after the order-of Melchisedec. He

thus gives us two immutable thinigs, in which it was im-

possible for God to lie, so that we who have fled for

refuge to lay hold of 'the hope set before us have strong -

consolation of obtaining what we hope for. The two
immutable things are God’s word and His oath. This
hope of Heaven rests upon Christ. He is in Heaven to-

night as our perpetual high Priest to look after our

eternal interests. Hope conducted by faith enters within
the veil and confidently expects what is promised, and

- that we shall join Him when'we leave this land of sin .

and shame and woe.

And so the dlgress'lon ends as it began, with a state-
ment that Jesus is high Priest after the order of Mel-
chisedec. Angd it is added in the clos'in:g reference ithat

But the doetor -

He is high Priest forever. The 'apostle is now ready

resume his discussion of the doctrine of the high Pricst-

hood of Jesus Christ. And.let us go on with him into

this discussion of such a glorwus truth
“Press on, press on, 6 pilgrim, ’

Rejoicing in the Lord,

Believing in His promlse, .

And trusting in His word;

PFear not, for He is with us,

What’er the cross we bear;

And soon, beyond the swelfmg tide,

Wwe'll gather over there!

“Press on, press on, 0 p1lgnm, o
Along the heavenly way;
Remember, God commands us
To watch, and work, and pray;

He bids us all be falt'hful

And cast on Him our care;

“And soon, beyond the swellmg tide,
We’ll gather over there.

“Press on, press on, O pilgrim, *
Though clouds and storms may rise;
The light that never faileth -
- Shines brightly in the skies;
Press on where crowns awatt us,
In yonder mansions fair;
Amnd soon, beyond the swelhng tide,
We'll gather over bhem'e

3

DR.T. T. SHIELDS CORONATION SE’,I-{VICE .
" By DR. CARL MCINTIRE, Editor, Christian Beacon

R. T. T. SHIELDS is with Christ. After nearly 45
years in the pulpit of the Jarvis Street Baptist
Church, Toronto, Canada, the great preacher and de-
fender of the faith laid aside hig armor, put down his
tools, and went to his eternal reward. He was 81. He
was a Bible preacher and. exposator in ‘the spirit and
power of a Spurgeon. He towered in his stately stature
and personality head and shoulders above many“of his
brethren, and he did more than any other one preacher
to command Canada. Prime ministers criticized him
in the House of Parliament as he denounced them for
their policies favorable to Rome. In his matdhless preach-
ing he shook the 'Commonwealth.

The Globe and Mail, Toronto, in 1ts front page story,.
headed, “Beloved and Hated,” April 5, 1955, introduced .
its story by syinig that “he generated more religious con-
troversy in his heyday. than and other single Canadian,”
and in an editorial on April 6 headed, “Rev. Thomas T.
Shields,” which was not complimentary to the valiant
soldier, the paper did observe: “His antagonism to ‘the
Roman Catholic Church, coupled with the- unsettling in-
fluences 'of two wars on Canadidn life, kept this gifted
pastor in the forefront of an evangelical crusade which
has had no close counterpart since the post-Reformation
turmoils in Seotland.”

He was hated as no other one preacher in Canada by
the world, the Roman ‘Catholics, and the modernists; ahd
he- was loved 'in the same ‘degree by the Bible believers.
He is the father of the separatist movement, the Twentith
Century Reformation movement in ‘Canada, and the last
of a company of Baptist stalwarts—Massey, Riley, Van
Osdel, Norris, and others. -He was a friend of Machen
on the Presbyterian side. God called a Baptist of the
old school, striet and militant, to challenge the modernism
in Toronto’s McMaster University and to lead the Bible-
believing Baptists out of the Convention. The developmg
and dllffemng fundamentalist movements owe ‘in many

-~
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“much?!

he stdlked ‘the beasts,. krowing in faith that they were
" chained. His denunéiations and. .exposures -of unbelief ‘and -
a'ttaek's upon: the .person’ “and work of the Lord “Jesus .
Chrls't were ‘simply . dev'as‘tatmng .As a c'hlampmn in de-’
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respects the1r lbegmnmgs and 'great msplratxon to. 'bh'ls

modern El‘uah :
© Dr. T.!T: S'h-lelds feare'd no o‘ne' He fe'ared "God. s0
"'When others feared the.lions and turned back,

bate he was unequalled, as a master of assémblies he
was superb. His heart was as tender and responsivé as a
little child’s,
steel. /
* He was bom im Brletol Eng'and and aways defended
the Union Jack. Many comparéed him with Churchill
‘Dr. Shields has left more written sérmons than per-
haps any prreaeher of this century. He published in THE
GOSPEL WITNESS AND. PROTESTANT " ADVOCATE, Whlch he”’
ed1ted two sermons a.week for Imanvy, many 'years .He

was a prince-in -handling ‘the “King’s En'g'hs'h Every

germon included one, two, sometimes three pbems which -

he recited. from ‘memory. The .Bible Wa's‘ ihis* university.-

.His own ~conflicts ‘and controversies hé ,Saw. to be the .

succession of ‘the prophets. A g'enltlemah of the old school,
polished, polite, he was full of choice repartee.

‘He was-the evangelical “warrior par excellence. His
sword was sharp and.never blunted. He suffered from
many sides, front and behind. He was misunderstood,
misjudged; 'and he felt ‘the petby daggers hurled in envy.
But so it shall always be in the-days of -our flesh In -’
many ways Dr. Shields was a lonely man. ‘Men of such
commanding leadership and spn'lt usually are.

Dr. ‘Shields wrote a book, The Plot That F’ailed rwhlch

.~ -every preacher should read, reporting the struggle which

he had with the 'Conven'tlo‘n, the attempt of ‘the Fleadm-
Convention figures within his own church to have him

ousted as pastor. It was.only'in deaththathe was: caﬁ'led ’

out the front door of his beloved church.

" He loved and Ubeyed his Lord and Saviour J esus Ohnst'
The supreme theme of IS'hllelds . preaching was -Jesus
Christ and His grace. He could expoun'd the grace-of
God 'to the salvation of the Jost and the edification of Hhis

beloved people, and here was a’ eongregaino'n that loved . -

its pastor. - The people had con'ﬁdence ih” his leadershrp
and trusted };1s word. He too love'd 'ﬁhem in 81m11ar

" fashion.

Our first contact with Dr Shle'lds asa young boy, came
through his paper, the reading of his sermons; and our
admiration and appreclaflon of his spiritual dlscernmenb

" grew with every contact with him.

. Shields loved his home. He worked in ! ﬁls g'arden, cultl-
vated the plants.

seemed obhvmus to time:.. Eternity-was in his soul. He
was inspired 'to preach. Gripped, by a text, he would not

sleep until he hiad, completed his message, carefully writ- -
ten out. Inthe midst of conflict he stayed up many.a . -
. night -dictating the reports. for 'his paper.

were tremendous ‘and his only Joy was the sefrvme of his
glorious Lord.

It was our pmvﬂege to travel w1t‘h him exftenswely-—
to_ Amsterdam-in 1948 when_ the International Council
of Christian Churches way estabhshed around tthe world
together in 1949, down into Australia and New Zealand;
through 'South América in 1952. All the accumulated
influence and testimony of his ministry through tthe years _
was used of God to. strengthen anld hdllp estalbhdh the

,~yet his will coulld lbe as resolute as hardened

He built his arbors; he watched his
- flowers; and he played with his dog. ‘This preacher

His energies’

. .

In'ter‘neflona'l'lCom\lclll of OHrlstia'rl Cihurdh;as .in'::ér'aily,'
‘there wag no place on the face of the earth where-Bible- -

b lieving . Ohnstlans lived: 'and gathered that;.thé name

-tfhe commrt:tee in 1948 that drafteldn the historic confession

of faith-which s the common, denominator of the Inter-: -
Under “his -
guiding-Hand the, clear, sharp lines o:f these carefully -

national " Council of Christian Churches.-
defined.statements were put down. ‘It has now been
adopted by - councils, regional councils, national councils,
and groups_throughout the world. .To each mew body
which' is established this doctrinal statement.is taken
as a common basis of evangelical co-operation and united
itestimony. . Shields saw ‘in the International Council of
Christian ‘Churches ‘the ‘fruition and the fulfillinent of
of the Far Eastern Council of Christian Ghurc’hes " Dt.
,Can'adlan Evangelical Protestant Couneil: -, . -

)
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T. T. Shields was not known. He was chairman 'of :

* As many of the ecumenical leaders an'd dre‘amers 'hve'd '

to see a great shadow cast over their program, so Dr.

T. T\ Shields lived fo See ﬁhe rising world fellowship —-

. solid, secure — 'brmgmg together the remnants ‘and the . .

sufcfermg servants -from all sections of-the world:”

We have never seen a funeral service like this. In every'
The day before, *

_ sense ‘it was a ‘coronation occasion.
'huﬁvdreds'-pas'sed by his biér, as his body lay just under
his massive pulpit. Though he had suffered weeks and

months, in his casket his body looked every bit thé same-
igreat preacher. Tlhe last time it was our privilege to see

him, in company ‘with the Rev, Antonio Ormeo, president
My dwelling place shall be.

Shle'ld's said in his parting words, “If I 'dp not cvo'me back, .

tell them I-went down with all my flags flying.” -
The Rev. H. C. Slade had been chosen by the pastor and

by the .congregation in unanimous action- to succeed Dr. .

Shields.

.One will never forget the sight when; at the '

opening of the funeral service, Pastor ‘Slade led the entlre

congrega:tlon in smgmg, “The Lord Is My Shepherd”.

The Lovd’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want
" Me ma,kes me down to lie - !
In pastures green, He leadeth me

s -The qmet waters by

© Andme to walk doth make -~ -~ ..
Within the paths of righteousness, --
Ev n for st oin Narme’s sa,ke

Yea, though I wallc in death’s da,rk va,le
-Yet will I fear none ill;
; -For Thou art with me, and Thy rod -
) Angl staff me gom_fort still.

- My table Thou.hast furnished
In presence of my foes; -
My head Thou dost with oil a,nomt
. And my cup-querflows. _ o/

L

Goodness and meicy all my lf,fe

““ Shall surely follow me; ®
And in God’s house for evermore S 4
< My dwelling place shall be. ‘

Solemnly, sweetly, gently, the great congregation — for

ithe church was filled ~— seemed to move ds one man. The ' .
In testi-
monies, prayer,-'Scripture, each.man gave his tribute — - -

teaps flowed freely down hundreds of cheeks.

- My soul He doth restore aga,m . R

“Dr: C. J. Loney, Dr. Robert McCaul, the Revy William -

Fraser ‘Dr. Rolbert' D'u‘barry Dr. O L, Clark, t'he Rev.
)

29
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Duncan M'acg'regor — eac‘h speakmg of a dxfferent as'pect
of the ministry bhroug‘h the years and ithe pant which

" they represented in the: Doctor’s life.
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" .geen afar off i by. all’ the travelers in ‘the ‘desert. It would ~
< be a light to lighten the ages, untouched by passing
clouds, ‘undimmed by flying-years. My heart could ,never-

. honor
. “And they sung & new song, saying, Thou. dart worthy to

“There Isa Foun'tam Filled Wlﬁh Bﬂood” gave a strong,
steady note.

_Dear dying Lamb, Thy precwus blood
. Shall never lose its po'wer -
~  Till all the ransomed chitch of God
. Be saved to’ sm 10 more.

It wds our privilege —'and we shall alvways cherigh the
—'to deliver the sérmon on the text, Revelation 5:9,

take the book, andto open the-seals lﬁhereof for thou
“wast slam, and hast’ redeemed, us.to God by thy blood
-out of every kindred, and ‘tongue, and people; and nation:”

- Here was a note of ltrmmph and victory, the resurrec-
tion song of glory, Dr. Shields wrth ‘ﬂhe sam'ts in their
-new and exalted bodies. .

Ronald Stewart 'then ‘sang, as requested by Dr ‘Sh1elds,

.“When They Ring Those Golden Bells.”

The note of sorrow had passed, the tears were dried;
all was well — just ag .Dr. ‘Shields" wished: God 'had
spoken and summonéd, The' contgregatlon unlted W1th a

" note of joy in singing:. :

\

. Jerusalem, my happy home
Nuame ever déar to me!. -..

’ When shall my labors have an end
In 1oy and peace and thee?

"Phe Spmt of God was there. Just after the casket was
laid in the earth, bwo different pastors turned to me and
said, almost slmultaneously, “This was a: coronatnon sex-

' wce "—Christian Beacon, Apnl 14, ‘

\
THE FIRE OF LOVE
“Be'hdld ‘the bush burned -w1th fure, anld the bush ~
- ¢ was not consumed.”—Ex. 8:2. ,

T1he only vthmg which is not consumed lby burning is
my soul. Fire is the death of my body, but fire is the
life: of my séul. When.-my .goods are burned they perish,
but when my soul takes fire it for the first time begins
to live. It is the want of~fire that consumes my soul. It

. ls because I have so little enﬁbhumasm that I have so little

life. The worm of wor‘ld!l'y care 'gnaws at my heart just
Jbecause there iy no fire in my heart to destroy it. My
force is wasted by its expenditure on myself, ] want some-

. thing to 1ift -me out of “myself.in order that I may be .
strong. Nothing can lift me-out of myself but fire, the .
. fire of the heart — love. If I ‘could only be kindled into
" love, the last enemy would .be conquered — -death. Love

would consume all my cares, but it would give new
Btrength to me: There might be a wilderness around me,
but my bush would be. glorious — luminous. ‘It would . be

be consumed if only it could burn.

In thee, O Lord, let my heéart be kindled! Thy love alone
can wake my love. Thy fire.alone can impart fire to me,
Thy light alone can ‘illuminate and warm -me with that

ardor which consumes not, Thou divine love of Bet‘hlehem,_-
of Geth.semane, of Calvary, descend into my heart and -
. kindle it!"Fan it into ‘thine own:sacred flame,- Wake it

_into ‘the .fervor of burning- zeal. Stir it -into ‘the ‘glow
f warm asplratlon St1muﬂate ut mto ‘the blazé of an high

—

L]

en'bhusmsm which s‘hall npeop!le ‘the very wﬂderness with
interests innumerable. Then shall Thy heart be ever young.
Every hour shall be morning, every season shall be spring,
every year shall be the year of jubilee. They that are
plantedn in the house of the Lord shall bring forth fruit
even in old age. Theit eye Shalll not be dim, nor ‘their
natural strength abated, for the fire that 'bums within
them is a fire ﬂhat does not consume —'GEORGE MATHESON

A GOLDEN EVENING o

“They shall bring forth fruit in ¢ld age’ —Ps 92:14.

The fruits- of the spiritual life last all the year. Each
season has its own .appropriate ,produce. Childhood has
its trust, and youﬂh has its hope, and manhood has ‘its
work, and old age has ifs sellow love. They tell me that
in old age_the mg‘h‘t cometh when no man can work; it
is true, but there is no cause for sorrow in it. Every

_season should have its own fruit,, and work is nof the » ~ '
- fruit of old age. Would you call’ thé summer a time of

gloom because it can not glve “you the primrose? Nay;
for its fruit is not the primrose, but the rose full-blown.

Shall- you call old age a time of gloorm-because it can-not

give you work? Nay; for its fruit is not work, but mel-
lowness. The fruits of dge belong to itself alone; no other
season can bear them. .I heat” men ‘speak of the decline
of life as a time when the powers decay. ‘Well, there.are,
powers that decdy, but there are powers that are then only

.born. There are voices in the soul which wake into music

only when ‘the.world’s voices are.silent; there are songs .
which can be sung only in "the night. I have no pure retro-
spect of love until I have breathed the autumn air, have
seen the in-gathering of what lifé has done ‘for me.
Prophecies and tongues may fail before the portals of
old age, but love will there only reach its perfect glow.
Is it not written of the aged Jacob that he “worslhlpped
leaning on ‘the point -of his staff”; the sacred fire was

" strong just where the outer ‘candle was burning low. -

Ever so, my soul, shall it be with thee. Thy flesh may
faint and. fail, but thy God is the strength of thy heart.
There shall be light at thy evening-time — light which
even ‘the morning could not give. Thy youth may faint

‘and grow weary, and.thy human strength may utteriy

fail, but thy faith shall mount up with wings as eagles, ~
and thine inward ‘man shall be renewed day by day.
Thy tree of life shall be green when ‘the world’s leaves
are falling ; thou-shalt 1brmg forth fruit in old- age.
—'GEORGE MATHESON

THE PAPACY

' ~in

The Light. of Scrlp'l-ure
By Dn..T T. SHELDS ~
. A clear discussion of the Papaq, with quouuons
" from Roman Catholic aut.honueo. Should be
read by every Protestant! - : T
o 36PAGES...25Cents
' Order from . -
THE GOSPEL WITNESS
" 180 Gerrard Street Rast, Toronto 2, Canada
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New Pastor's Declaration to Press

THE TELEGRAM, Mon, April 18, 1955

H. C. SLADE

Walk Path
If It Leads |
To Battle

Dr. T. T. Shiclds
‘A Churechill’
-~ By ELIZABETH CUDDY

Telegram Staff Reporter
Rev. Harold C. Slade, who.has
steppéd into the shoes of the late
Rev. T. T. Shields, D.D., as pastor
of Jarvis Street: Baptlst Church,
intends to follow in his footsteps.

“I shall carry on in exactly the
same way, as Dr. Shields,” said
Mr. Slade in an interview. “1
shall stand for the same prin-
ciples and operate on exactly the
same methods. There will be no
changes whatever.”

The  52-year-old gray-haired
minister who was a close friend

of Dr. Shields for years before he -

became associate pastor at Jarvis
Street Church in 1946, literally
does intend to carry on in the
same manner, as his predecessor.
Even the battles if necessary.

REV. HAROLD C. SLADE
“There will be no changes”

“Dr. Shields never anticipated
any battles, nor do 1,” said the
good-natured pastor, “but if they
come 1 shall have to defend my-
self exactly as he did. A great
many people don’t realize that
Dr. Shields was always on the de-
fensive. He never started a batile
in his life, but was always at-
tacked.” .

“A CHURCHILL? °

As Mr. Slade sat at what had
been Dr. Shields’ desk for nearly
45 years, he preferred to talk of
him rather than himself. He com-
pared Anthony Eden’s position to
his and said Dr. Shields was ‘‘a
Churchill in his sphere.”

“I wonder why I'm here. I feel
bewildered and overwhelmed

with the . responsibjlity. Dr. -

Shields was a man of tremendous
capacity and it will take about
six men to {fill his place.”.

- While.Dr. Shields did.tell Mr.
Slade he wished him to be his

- successor, Dr. Shields had no

power to pass on -the: position.
First, the hoard of managers
chose Dr. Slade unanimously and
then it went to the congregatlon,
which has the final say. Although
Mr. Slade was naturally not pres-
ent he was told that 800 members
attended the meeting and once
more the vote was unanimous.
Under the circumstances the
new pastor “‘does not expect any
members to leave the church or
to have any difficulties with the
congregation. In fact, he believes

- this landmark in the downtown
- area will expand.

+ CITY-WIDE APPEAL

“T expect this district, like Re-
gert Park, will be rebuilt and in
time it. could be one of the
newest parts of the city,” declar-

.ed Mr. Slade. “Although Jarvis

Street Church has never been
considered merely a community
¢ohurch, but a city-wide church,
this would bring more people
into the area.”

He considers this lo be one of
the best known churches in the
world, made famous through Dr.
Shields preaching in so many for-
eign countries and through the

“Gospel Witness, which he edited

for 34 ycars.

Actuallv il was thrnugh some-
ore giving him a copy of the
Gospel Witness that Dr. Slade
entered the Toronto Bible Sem-
inary in 1927. He was born and
raised in Oxford, N.S., and after
taking a business course opened
a drygoods business there. After
four years in business he decided
to ente* the ministry.

CIOSE ASSOCIATION
Followmg graduation he was
pastor of First.Baptist Church,
Timmins, for twelve years and
then went to London, Ont., for a
few months before being ap-
pointed secretary of the Union of

- Regular Baptist Churches of On:

tario and Quebeé:. At "that time
Dr. Shields was president and a
very close association began be-
tween the two ministers. -

Mr. Slade expects he will be
elected to many of the positions
which Dr. Shieids held. which
include the” presidency of the
Seminary and Canadian vice.
president of the International
Council of Christian Churches.

However, he "will not accept

the edxtorshlp of the Gospel

Witness.

‘This he feels is too specialized
a field. and he would -not have
the necessary time to devote to
it. Instead he will increase his
pastoral visitation work.

AVOID JEALOUSY
' Let there be no room in ‘all
your house for jealousy
either to sit or to stand. It
is a leprous abomination.
Your brother’s success, O sis-
ters, is your success! His vic-
tories will be your victories.
While Moses, the brother, led
the vocal music after the
crossing of the Red Sea, Mir-
iam, the sister, withtwo glit-

- tering sheets of brass uplifted

and glistening in the sum, led
the instrumental musie, clap-
ping the cymbals till the last
frighted neigh of pursuing
cavalry horse was smothered

_in the water, and ‘the last

Egyptian helmet went under.
_ —TALMAGE
P * *

WHAT IS MAN?
I have a thought. I am a
creature of a day, passing
through life as an arrow

~ through the air. I am a spirit

come from God, and returning
to God; just hovering over the
great gulf; till a few moments
hence, I am no more seen! 1

drop into an .unchangeable.

eternity!
. —JOHN WESLEY
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Pictured in front of the Jarvis Street Church building are
Rev. H. C, Slade, the new pastor, and Dr. T. T. Shields, his
illustrious predecessor. For a number of years Mr. Slade
faithfully served as the Associate Pastor; on one occasion we
heard Dr. Shields refer to him as “my right arm”. It was the
last request -of the late Pastor that his Associate be chosen
as his successor. :

Bible Schesl Lesson Dutline

Vol. 19 Lesson 4 April 24, 1955

Second Quai‘ter

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)

THE PASSOVER KEPT

Lesson Text: 2 Chronicles 30:13-27.

Golden Text: “For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for
us.”—1 Corinthians 5:7.

I. The Preparation: verses 13-20.. :

After King Hezekiah had re-opened the doors of the temple,
arranged for its cleansing and instituted the temple services
once again (2 IChron. 29:3, 15, 20-29), he called a council of
the elders and princes and the people of Jerusalem to ask
their approval of his plan to keep the great national feast of
the Passover, neglected for so many years (verses 1-5). It
was impossible for tthem bo hold the festival at the appointed
time, the first month (Exod. 12:2, 18), since too few priests
were sanctified, and the people could not be assembled in
time (verse 3). The law provided for such emergencies

" (Numb. 9:6-13), and the Passover was to be celebrated in

the second month, ° . ’
Runners were despatched to all Judah and also to those in
Israel who had mot been taken captive as yet by the Assyr-
ians. The posts carried a message from the king containing
an invitation, a warning and a promise. relative to obeying
the Lord’s ordinance to keep the Passover (verses 6-9). As
with the Gospel message, some repudiated it, whereas others
{sczuv{;a;i it (2 Chron. 36:16; Jer. 5:12, 13; Acts 4:1-4; 14:1, 2;
The temple had been cleansed, but the city yet contained
many heathen altars, erected by the former king Ahaz, ‘the
father of Hezekiah (2 Kings 18:4; 2 Chron. 28:24). These

- were now utterly destroyed (verse 14). Jehovah alone must

be worshipped; all idols must be put away ere we can find
accéptance with the Lord (Isa. 42:8; 48:11; 57:14).

So great was 'the zeal of the people that the gnec‘m and

Levites, but especially the priests, who had before

o

negli-

~

¢
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gent about sanctifying themselves, were put %o shame (2
Chron. 29:34). The priests, who were of the house of Aaron,
usually performed the sacrifices, but they were assisted by -

-the Levites, members of 'the tribe of Levi, who were not de-

scendants of Aaron (Numb. 18:1-7; 2 Chron, 23:18).

For ithe Passover, however, the father of each household
would kill the paschal lamb, and the priests would then re-
ceive the blood and place it on the altar, but so great was
tthe multitude of unsanctified ones. that the Levites were asked
to assist them (2 'Chron. 35:5). ‘

The Scriptures ‘teach that o have the right attitude of . .

heart is more important than to obey the exernal commands
of the law (1 Sam. 15:22; Matt. 9:13; 12:7; 23:23-25). There
were many strangers and unsanctified men and women in
thatt vast congregation (verses 18, 25). Had 'they not pre-
pared their hearts to seek the Lord (2 Chron.—19:3; 29:36;
Ezra 7:10), the Passover would doubtiess have rendered them
liable to punishment in the form of .plague, disease or even
death (Lev. 15:31). But the Lord, Who looketh not upon
appearances, but upon the heart (1 Sam. 16:7), accepted them
because of their contrite and humble spirits (Psa. 34:18;
51:17; Isa, 57:15). 'In answer to the intercessory prayer of
Hezekiah, their gin was pardoned. We have a merciful High
Priest in heaven Who intercedes for us and represents us
at the mercy-seat (Heb. 4:15, 16; 7:25). He prays for us that
our sins may be forgiven on the ground of His atoning death

(1 John 2:1, 2).

II. The Celebration: verses 21-27.

The Passover was observed with thanksgiving and praise,
the choirs and the Levites with their musical instruments
assisting in this glorious service (2 'Chron. 29:25-28). Adora-
tion is the first element of acceptable worship; those who
come to tthe Lord must believe that He is God, and that He
will reward those who come unto Him (Heb. 11:6).

Confession of sin is also an element of true worship. We
must come humbly before the Lord, realizing the depth of our
own unworthiness and the height of His grace in receiving
us (Luke 18:13, 14).

So long had been 'the interval between the lagt celebration
of the Passover and this one, that the whole assembly agreed
to keep the feast for fourteen days, instead of seven days
(Exod. 12:15; 1 Kings 8:65). The king himself generously
provided the necessary animals for the additional sacrifices.
Much may be said in favour of holding protracted meetings.
In modern times too frequently people are not content to
remain together in the Lord’s presence until they are pre-
pared in heart for Hig blessing to fall upon them.

There was great joy throughout the city of Jerusalem (2
Chron, 7:9, 10). Obedience to the Lord is always accom-
panied by joy and peace of heart which His Holy Spirit be-
gtows (Ezra 6:22; Acts 5:41; 8:39). No such Passover had
taken place since the days of Solomon.

The presiding priests and Levites closed the festival with
a benediction upon the people and an earnest prayer which
reached the ears of their heavenly Father (Numb. 12:23-27).
So does the Lord bless His blood-bought people who gather in
His name, as they present to Him their united praises and
prayers (Matt. 18:19, 20). )

Daily Bible Readings

April 18—The First Passover I Exodus 12:21-28
April 19—The Annual Observance Instituted... Exodus 12:1-17
April 20-—Passover in the Time of Joshua ... 2 Kings 23:15-23
April 21—Passover in the Time of Ezra - . Ezra 6:16-22
Aptil 22— Christ the Lamb of God .. Isaiah 53
April 28—Christ at the Passover ... Matthew 26:17-26
April 24— Christ our Passover 1 Corinthians 5:6-13
N

Second Quarter Lesson 5 May 1, 1955
~ THE INVASION OF SENNACHERIB )
Lesson Text: 2 ‘Chronicles 32:1-10, 16-19. :
Golden Text: “Be strong and of a good courage; be not
afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God
is with thee whithersoever thou goest.”—Joshua 1:9.
Supplementary Reading: 2 Kings 18:13-37; Isaiah 36.
1. Hezekiah’s Wise Precautions: verses 1-8. | -
Hezekiah of Judah was a good king (2 Kings 18:1-6). In
all his activities in connection with the gervice of the Lord
and in the establishment of his kingdom he sought to follow .
the commandments of the Lord (2 Chron. 31:20; 21). It is
not surprising, therefore, to read that God prospered him
(2 \Chron. 32:27-29). :




- 1\6' 16) .

"After the historic Passover had been celebrated with re-

provide a passageway to Egypt.. : . .
. - In the early years' of his reign Hezekiah, feeling strong
« enough to resist any enemy, declared his independence from-

-paid it (2 Kings 16:7, 8; 18:7; 2-

. people from danger we must' see-that they are made spiritu-
‘ally strong through the 'Scriptires- (2-Tim. 8:14-17), follow-

. The Assyrian liosts were encam

»
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Jjoicing (2 Chron. 30), as_‘the péople returned %o- their -own .

districts théy destroyed the emblems of idolatry throughout ~

Judah (2 Chron. 31:1)." Further reforms were carried out by
King Hezekiah, especially more ordérly arrangements for the
temple worship (2 Chron. 31:2-19). . .

In the meantime, ‘the Assyrians.were preparing to invade.
the kingdom of Judah. They had “already -conquered ‘'the
kingdom of Israel, tdking. many captives to- their own land
(2 Kings 17:6-18). It would. seem that the powerful Assyr-
ians, whose home was in, Mesopotamia in the East, really
wished.to conquer their rivals, the Egyptians. But the children
of Israel must be subdued first, that their country might -

<

Assyria, refusing to pay tribute, as ‘his. father Ahaz had
8:7; 2-Chron. 28:16-21). But when -
the Assyrians invaded the land (2 Kings 18:13-16; Isa. 36:1),-
they easily captured the fortress of Ashdod (Isa. 20:1), the
city of Lachish, and ¢ommenced the siege of Libnah (2 Kings
19:8). 1In fear, Hezekiah relented 'and drained the civic and-
temple treasuries 'to. pay the price demanded by ‘the enemy. He

" ever cut off the gold from the pillars in- the house of God ..
- (2 Kings 18:13-15). This- humble ‘submission-gave the Assyr-
:ians just the opportunity they desired, and their King 'Sen-

nacherib invaded the land again (verse 1). We are to resist
Satamn, for if one yields ‘o him in' the slightest degree, he_
makes further advances (1 Pet. 5:8). - T :
_Realizing the danger of Jerusalem, the capital of Judah,
King Hezekiah took steps to defend it, He called a council,

7 “of the leaders .and advised them ‘to cover up the entrances to
_the- fountains outside 'the city. and direct the water to flow

through the city (verse 30), thus preventing the enemy from
securing water and ensuring a plentiful supply for the Jews. .
Moreover, he had the walls of the city repaired (2 Chron.

"25:23; Isa. 22:9), 9nd high towers built théreon, from which

Jerusalem could be defended. If we would protect our young

ing the principle~that a healthy body is the best protection
against disease germs.. Give people plenty of “Bibline”.: -
The -army, must be equipped with weapons (Eph. 6:10-17),
but more imporbtant than external armour is the'hmward.
strength of heart (2 Chron. 80:22; Eph. 3:16; Col. 1:11).

" King Hezekiah raised the morale of the soldiers by his words

of encouragement; he spoke to their hearts (veise 6, margin).
A-word in season — how good rit is «(Prov. 15:23)! They were
to be strong and of..good courdge (Deut. 81:6, 7,-23; Josh.
1:6-9; 1 Chron. 28:10, 20; Eph. -6:10; 2. Tim. 2:1). On what
grounds? The Israclites were in reality superior in numbers

‘and in strength, since Jehovah was with ‘them -(Rom, 8:31;

-1 John 4:4). The Assyrians fought with the arm of flesh.

.+ only (Job-40:9; Jer..17:5), whereas Judah was protected by
“heér Heavenly ,General and ‘His. spiritual hosts (2 Kings 6:16;

14:11; 2 IChron. 13:12; Psa.-46:7; Isa. 8:10; 2 Tim, 4:17). The

" " battle was the Lord’s '(1,Sam. 17:47; 2 Chron. 20:15)." The-
. people rested or leaned ‘u-pon the_words of the king- (Isa.

36:18). Let'us take.courage. in ‘the battle against =in, for

* our mighty Commander is on our side.

IL. Sennacherib’s Insolent -Messagess verses 9, 10, 16-19. ..

v ped mear Lachish, about 35

miles south west of Jerusalem. Their king sent an embassy |
of three important miento. advise Hezekiah to surrender;
Tartan, a general (Isa..20:1), Rabsaris, chief of the eunuchs
or royal ‘court offigials, and Rabshakeh, his chief-cup-béarer.
With'them went a mighty ho&t of -soldiers to seize -the city,
should 'Hezekiah refuse to submit (2 Kings 18:17). The three
men stood just outside the city ‘walls and called to Hezekiah, .
who did mot appear-personally, but sent three men to confer

" with the Assyrians (2 Kings 18:18); Eliakim, master of ‘the
" royal whouSehgﬁl «(Isa. 22:20), Shibha, a‘royal secretary (Isa.
. '22115) 'and Joah, keeper of the chronicles (2"Chron. 34:8). = .

" Rabshakeh, the spokesnian for the Assyriamns, said to be
an apostate Jew, dpoke in’a manner which was insulting ‘to
men and to God (1 Sam. 17:10, 25-45), He ridiculed ‘the faith
which the Jews had in the.power of .God to deliver them.
So do the exponents of Modernism insult our God and His

* word (2 Tim. 8:1-8; Heb. 10:29;. 2 Pet. 2:1; Jt_lde 4, 12-16).
+ Horrified by these slanderous words and fearing the effect

upon the people, Hezekiah's ministérs requested the Assyrian

. ambassadors to speak in their own language, rather-than in
* Hebrew. Rabshakeh, however,-spoke again more loudly than-

God (2 Chron. 8:1). - -

.~

‘boasted. of his former victories; offered .to give presents'to
all Jews .who would ‘déSert to him (2 Kings 18:81),- tried to -
intimidate them and to draw ‘them away from their trust in

“Jehovah. 'He wrote letters to the same effect’ (2 Kings 19:

9-13; Isa..37:9-18). Thus would the enemy of our souls

entice us from the Saviour’s side, the only safé. place. for a

Christian. . .

-~ The people held their ‘peace; as Hezekiah had oo-rﬂm'ande.d'-.'- _

(2’ Kirigs 18:36; Psa. 38:13, 14), This'was -the bést answer.
to the angry insults of the heathen messengérs .(Isa. 53:7;

"Mark 14:61; 15:5; Luke 23:10; 1 Pet. 2:23)." - .

‘ALTERNATE LESSON
oo . DAVID’S GIFTS | -,
Lesson Text: 1 Chronicles' 21:18-80. - - ...

Pl
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ever, and in Hebrew (verses 16-19; 2 Kinigs 18:28-35);" He -

Golden Text: “I will not take 'that ‘which is thine for .,‘til'é

" icles 18:24, .- 0 w S ) -
Supplementary 'Read!ing:"2 'Samuel 24:18-25. -
I. The Proposal of Ornan: verses 18-23. S,
By the commandment of .the Lord, given thiough the angel,
David was to set up.an altar in Jerusalem, whereon to-effer
sacrifices -to the Lord. , David had sinned in yielding to ‘Satan’s
suggestion that he number the children of.Israel to know the

Lord, nor offer burnt offerings without cost.”—I Chron-. . - .

" strenigth "of < his forces, wherea§ he should have trusted in

the Lord. The-arm of flesh will fail, but whosoever ‘trist-.
eth in the Lord shall have deliverance and vi .

‘It is significant that the altar of sacrifice_ was to be set up-
.on the ground which was ithe flat threshing floor belonging
“to Ornan, or Araunah, a Jebusite.- The Jebusites were one .

of the original races inhabiting Jerusalem: (2 Sam. 5:6). This -.

place was later chosen as the gite of Solomon’s”temple (1

_ Chron: 21:28:22:5), hence this was a sacred spot.

Two of the oardinalr'(,})ﬁmci-ples of the Gospel are suggested
in the incidents record is
sin-brings -judgiment and condemnation (Psa. 130:3; 143:2;

ed in this chapter. The first:is that. -

John 3:18; Rom. 6.23), and the second is that a sacrifice is _

“necessary in order that atorilement may be made for sin (Lev.
--16:33, 34; 17:11; Heb. 9:13, 14, 22; 10:5-14). . God was en-

treated for Israel when sentence had been ‘passed upon the

-sin committed, and when 4 .sacrifice ‘had ‘been ‘offered in

substitutiont for the guilty soul.” ISimilarly, the. Lord .can now

justly forgive the believing sinner, sinde Christ toak ,upon °

Himself the iniquity of us all, and offered Himself in saecri-

fice for us (Isa. '53:4-6; Rom. 3:23-26; 4:25; 1 Cor. 5:7; Gal.

-1:4; 1 Pet. 2:24). e . . : A
Ornan was ready to ‘donate to. David the land, the. wood,-

the saérificial animals, and the whgat for the meal offerings.. _

He was'indeed generous. -
II. The Procedure of David:.verses 24-30,

~ David refused Ornan’s suggestion and proposad. 'Ha;d"‘ixe-

accepted the ground, the instruments, the}animals ‘and ma-

‘terials,. the offering would have been Ornan’s, not -David’s.

Some people are satisfied so long as it 'appears to the outside -

world that they are making a .gift (Matt. 6:1-4). The rich
mén of their abundance.cast coins into the treasury-of the

- temple, but they were really giving mothing: 'the poor. widow
gave her all (Luke 21:1-4).~ For:David to give Ornan’s.

-‘treasures to the Lord would have been hy isy, .as far as
Dayid was concerned. Anamias and Sapphira were severel

punished when they gave but a-part of their all to the Lord, -

wihile abpearing-to men to be giving their all (Acts 4:34-5:10)..

-We cannot trust for others, and we cannot give for others:
. each person must deal, directly ‘with the: Lord (Rom. 14:12). .

" Davjd insisted on giving Ornan the full price of these
possessions, so that they became. David’s very own. Then he
had the right to give them to the Lord. Our gifts will he of

no value, unless we give that which is our own, and with our .

‘offerings, present ourselves. The Lord does mot meed our
money; the world is' His and all that-is-therein (Psa. 50:9-12).
He does desire our heart’s afféction, however, and.blesses

those wiio offer to Him praise (Psa.. 50:14; Heb. 13:15) and. -

the gifts which represent our -love! time, strength, talents fa-nd-

.personality (2 Cor, 8:1-9)."

+ It was near this ‘'spot that Abraham had- offered up his
son_Isaac, receiving him back again when the Lord, in test-
ing Abraham, found that he was willing to give to ‘Him his
most precious possession, God did not desire Abraham’s son,

. but he desired Abraham’s heart (Prov. 23:26).7" -

- When David-saw that God 'had accepted his ‘sacrifiée, he
continued to offer gifts on Jthat altar, having fellowship: with

.
J -

-




