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"TO-DAY" 

A Sermon by die Pastor, Dr.T. T. Shields 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Morning, Ap·~i15th, 1925 
('Stenograpbical'ly R'eported) . 
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This sermon is taken from our files <Jf hither.to unprinted sermons, and is printed verbatim as delivered. 
Dr. IShields has had no opportun'ity either to see or revise it since its delivery). 

. . 
"Bwt eXhort one anoltfuer d'aily, IWhi'l·e jt is ca1led To-day."---.:Helbrewos 3:13. 

WEEK by week we are ·receiv.ing }nstrucl;ion, both in 
the School and from this pulpit, in the things of 

'God. Sunday by. Sunday we 'have heen endeavouring to 
set before men and women, and !boys and girls, . -the way 
of salv·ation through· Jesus Christ our'Lord; and I have 
no douht there are ,large numbers 'here .this morning who 
know thei·r need of :Chri:l!-t-you know that you ·need a 
'Saviour; and you know, too, t'hat Christ died for your 
sins according to ,the Scriptures. You know that He is 
risen: you ,know that 'He can 'save you ~ but you are 
not saved. Y()U know the way of l'ife inteUectuaHy, yet 
you have not taken, the first step toward Christ. 

I. 
I want this-morning to endeavour to lead you to deci­

sion "WHILE IT IS CALLED TO-DAY". What do you mean 
when you say "to-day"? What:is represented Iby that 
word? 'Is it the fifth of April, nineteen hundred 'and 
'llweQty-five? What is to-day? Just a fleeting moment; 
j u·st a few. ticks of the clock; a few ,throbs of the 'heart; 
the 'rise and, set of sun; 'a passing fragment of eternity­
to-day! While' it passes us, it is called "to-d-ay"; but 
8()on it is gone and it becomes yesterday, la-st week; ,last 
month, and. l'ast year, las-t century. It' is 'gone. What 
ought we to crowd into that 'brief period of time that is 
called "to-day"? A man may multiply friends; he may lay 
up in store a ioarge sum of money; be may increase his 
property, his world pos'sessions. But nro one of us .cal) 
lay u·p a hanI{ account of time, --,- 'a reserve of years, a 
su.rplus of hours that we may spend on our ·pleasure. 
Na,poleon once gave an order ·to one of his officers, and,' 
·having done so, said: "Now, 'sir, use despatch. Ask me 

for anything but time and I wiU ,give it you. That is 
the one thing tliat is beyond my controL" We cannot ·save 
-time, we can only employ time wisely. We cannot stop 
the passa'ge of time: it passes us; and all that is ours 
is . that 'brief period which, while it i·s passing, .is caHed 
"to-d'ay" . 

Every promise 01 g1'ace is dated "to-day". Every' prom­
ise,_ every 'single promi·se of salvation 'in' the Word of 
God, is dated "t()day". I want you to note tMs morn-ing 
the tense of ,the verb in promise after ·promise. Now 
Ji,sten while 'I quote Ito you soone of tihe most familiar 
promises: "God 'So loved, the world, that ,he 'gave his only 
'begotten Son, that whosoever' - sh'all Ibelieve" - is tha:t 
how it reads? No !-"that whosoever 'believeth in him 
shQuld not periS'h, !but· have everla:sting life." There is 
no promise that you may 'be permitted to 'believe to­
morrow. Saivation is .promised to the one wh() believes 
here and now, in the present tense: "Whosoever lbeliev­
eth in him should not perj,sh', but have everlasting Hfe." 
"He' that believeth on ·him".,......,present tense-"is not"-' 
not, shall not he, merely, hut here and now-",is not con­
demned; 'but he that believeth not"-now-"i,s condemned 
already, 'because 'he ha!th not 'believed in the name of the 
only ibegotten '8ron of God." Another: "He that Ibelieveth 
on the 'Son hath everlasting life"; "Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, He tha.t"-shall heaz: my words? No! That is 
not what it ,says--,"He' 'that neareth my. word, and be: 
lieve'th on him that 'sent mEl, ,hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation; Ibut .is ·passed from 
death unto life." Every promi'se of s'alvati'Oll is dated 
"to-day". We are'to believe to-day; we are to .receive 
Christ to~day; we are to rest our cas-e with Him abso-
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· lately today.' Sal~ation m~y ,!be ou~ ."'while it is, 'called 
To-day". ~ " -, 

Many' of y,ou have heard this story a thousand" times . 
. J am not tellhlg ~me' of the youngest: .!boys.or' girls 'here· 
this morning a :'single new thing. I 'want you, \ by the 
'p'Qwe~_bf; the Spirit-of 'G9d:, to act upon 'What yori know;. 
and to do th~ thing that you 'know must !be' done in' order' 
to ,·he save!! - and to do. it today, "while it is called 
To day" .. I .dare' not promise 'You 8alvation ,tJl-is e1Jening, 
. 8tiU l~s~ to--morrow, Qr' in any of. the da,ys to· Cf)me. I 
have nQ. commission whatever -; and' no. other ,preacher 
o'r teacher has, any. commission .::...... to promise. that the 
Lord Jesus wHl 's'ave, you 'any other time than to-day. 

· Read your Bible. over again. 'Mark that': always. God is 
. dealing with us in tHe present tense; it is to-day. ·"Be-. 
• hold now is the accepted- time; behold, now is tiie day of' 

salvation." - . .' 

II. . . . ~ 

~. 'I 

. . - . 
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oW ell then, "let me have a w:ord or two with you' who ·are 
Qh,ris'tia·ns.. There is a .word here su.ggestive ~f how we 

" ought to' employ tha:~ Ibrief peri04 of ,time which i-s ,called. 
"to-day". How ought we to be ·spending'to-day? "Exhort 
one .another dai,ly, while it is called To day." We who 

.'" elll net ..... m_ .. lhe ...,e' of Chrl.I."--lhHilenl 1.16. .: , 
Address ~eapondenc6: . 
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• ·are Christian!! ought to' be talking 'to each other aJbout 
,,:.;th~L?z:d~Jesus: Christ·, aibout the. interests of our .BOuls, 

. and the. soul,s of other-.people, about the future lite,' .about 

relephone' WAlnut 1'.7415 _ 
Registered Cable Address.: iarwitsem, Canad. 

, , 
· all 'the things of the :Spirit', ~ and 'we ought tQ be doing 
it "to-day". ' 'daHy--da,j.ly--daHy--:--"~nd n~t,a word 'a!bout their religIouS 
. WE. ARE TO EXliORT ONE' ANOTHER. I know; that you will experience. "Exhort one another daily." I dp not:mean in', 
be called fanatics ifyau talk'religion all the .time. B~t any spirit .of cant,just- 'beinlg" "goody-goQ.dy"; but if we' 
why ·shouldn't ~e talk'~Qoutreligion all the ti~e? I won- ,have a I'eal 'testimony for God 'we ought :to !be giving 1'~ 
der why?' Why 'should not that !be. the. theme 'of-o.ur con-, out- every day. If -the Lorn i~doing oSOmething for me 
versation ~even' days every week? That is w:hat this Scrip- to-day, I ought to be willing. to. tell l;lOin~body; if I.·know . 
,turesays: "Exhort· one another. daily"; share your ex- that Jesus Christ has ,power to save men ·from their sin, 
urber~nt spiritual health with you·r· !brother; ~hare your I ougn,t to ibe -telling· i't every day I live, not only on' !Sun­
experiences of the' divine faithfu!lne~ with somebody - . day : '~Ex:hort one' another daily, 'while it is called To-
else; ha,ve care for 'somebody else',s sOul. Be always a:bout . day." -, , . _ -'. _ 

· it. "E;xohort one another;" Be concerried aibout :each other What a good -thing it would be if we eouid have' an 
every day' you liv·e":"'- "daily, while it is called To day". anny of exhorters.' i'Oh," someone says, "he is nM 'much' 
'Have no other thing to think a:bout, no other thing to of a preacher, he :j,s just" an exhorter." Well, some of you· 
pray· ~bout,. but .. t~e ~interest of your own 'and others! may have a long way to 'go 'before you !become 'an ex­
"soul~, ~'while it is called To day'.'. Be, always at .it. "Oh," horter; so· you had better 'h~gin at once. The' old-time 
you say: "that 'i,s' 'a very extreme thing." Is it? Do yoil Meth~dists used W have "exhorters". 'Dhey"could not 

· ever get tired of !being as'ked how. you. are? Do yOu ever e~pound' the' SCriptures,so they ju'St· exhorted each o"'ther j 
. get tired' of people talking abo.ut the weather? SoDie rainy they urgeti ·one anot~r to do. the thin:gs' they' ought· to 
day when. it is cO:qling' doWn in a perfect deluge, some do • . They prayed; and pra:ised; the Lord -together.' Let us -
wise man who ha:s h-a(l a university COUl'se, meets you on ' have a ,congr.egation . of e~horters to begin with, and 
the street and "says, "~t j,g very wet";---'as·rf;hough 'you di-d.after a: while' we may 'become· expounders; we""may grow'. 
ndt 'know it.! How many. times h'ave p~ple said ·to you in .. gorace' and !become more fluent as the yeal'S go on .. 

. this morning; "H". is a .fine day today"? Did you riot . But it is ou·r duiy and privilege "whi,le' rit i's called To, 
· know it-without !being. told.? That is supposed to be quite, day"to exhort one another. -

,polite, 'supposed to 'be an evidence of !good;'breeding. "How This· is a simple '8er.mon~designediy so----lbut -it may 
do you do?" You do Jiot wait for'any!body to.tell you how !be tlie'very la:st I shall ,preach, I do not :ltnow. But ·if I 

· they "do". As a matter of fact, ,a grea:t deal of our time .knew it'were !going to· ibe, I sr~ouldwan:t to speak with' 
is "&pent 'tal'king 8Ibout . nothing;, - ·just 'saying nothing .. such plainnes!! as 'to leave every num and woman, boy or 
We may as well be siIel).t,~:1together; , ....: girl - to leave every one 'aibsolutely without excuse in 

.' ;.' I traveL a. good deal and f hear meri talking ·In railway the day of"judgment. I diO 'not care ·wh~her -anyone ·says 
j. cars'and in hotels; and.! must confess that I am not par- ·th~ Pastor .of this church is a·'good preacher or not (they 

ticularly 'impres's~, 'weB, with- the strength or capaCity of u,sea to' 's.ay· a g,reat many complimenta~y things:' at one 
men's minds! . Half' of the time. they are' talking about tim~;. ibut. the tide has tumed, ~ndJ they do .not say them 
nothing, a:~olutely n~thing. They are making no pro- a:nY more). B~t 1 do'want-them to-say thi6, "He at least, 

: 'gress; they are contri'buting .nothing to life: We can talk warned us to flee from the wrath to come: he did t~ll us 
. ,'." . about· other things; we can 'exhort 'one another about that ":sin, when it is fin'ished; briD'g.eth. forth death"; and 

otlier'things daily, cim we pot~? . You hear, men talk about that there j'ssalvation in J es~s 'Christ," So I wan~ to' ea;-' . "­
motor' cars; !business, politics, aJbout a thous'andi things"':""" hart 'You' to-oo.lI·b'ecause I may nOt ha1Je ~nOther chance; . '. .. 
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· it .is just possible i may nO,t 'have anothe.r. opportunity of 
urging you boys ·and girls to yield; yourselves to Christ, 
be,dmse death is on everyone's track. 

Then another th'ing: I may "be preaching here. next 
· Sun.day morning - and you may not be here. N ext 'Sun' 
day morning Play be caHed "to·day" .for me ·and not for 
YOIi. I~o you ndt 'see, dear 'friends, that while', tiine is 
passing it is our duty to.·crowd tMs present moment with 
all. we possibly ean for .eternity, so that while it is caUed 
to-day we may ,be ready ,to meet our'Lord? There are 
some of you who are Christians who have been 'serv·ing 
God !but half-heartedly. Some. of you have never yet' been 
baptized. Now listen: you 'know it is' 'in the Book; you 
know your duty; you have professed. faith in the IJord 
J esu'~ 'Christ,. and' you have never obeyed Him. "while. it 
is called To aay". I call u,pon YOu in 'the name of the 
Lord to .be obedient to His command. "Oh .well, Iby 'and 
by." . "While 'it i's called To day" my friend. There is 
no promise for to-morrow for anyone of you: "To day, 
~f ye win hear his voice,. harden n.dt your heans." 

.' 

d'e~isi~n for dhr~st "while if is' called' TO'-daY" .. Moody, 
t~e Sunday :before the grea£ 'Chicago fire; ,preached tI? 
a great congregation and set'before them ·the waY'of 
s·alvation, and 'he said this to them: "Now,' I want you to 
go h,ome ·and tMrik this matter over and come tback next ' 
Sunday with your decision." . Before' next 'Sunday came· 
,that g,reat .fire ~~d 'swept over the city, and.hund,reds of' 
his hearers had been destroyed. That congre'gation never 
came together again; and fro~ that time Moody never 
made an offer in the name of 'the Lord for any otlier 
,time than ''to-day''. "To 'day if yeo wiU hear his voice." 

. To:'day the Spirit· speaks: to-day salvation is offered, ' 
L~t us yield to him to-day: ..... 

"I lIi,ear Thy lWelcom.e voice . 
Thl!ll;'caHs me, Lord, Ito 'l1hee, 

'For cleansing in Thy precious blood 
Thal flowed on Calvary.". I' 

,A LETTER OF APPRECIATION 
Another principle: 'we 'are to ex1:tort one 'a~oth~r dajly 

. "lest any of you be hardened throu,gh the dece#fulnes8 "While writing' I would Irke to say a few words in 
of ·sin." The ar.gument is this, that if .we do not yield'to appreciation for the articles in 'THE nOSPEL WITNESS for 

· the gospel the first 'ti~e we 'hear 'i't, we are likely to younger 'readers. It is difficult tp get children to ta·ke 
be .hardened even ·by that very truth, hardened through. much intereSt in. 'church periodicals 'bu·t wheri' oth-ere isa 
the deceitfulnes's of~sin. . There is a man here this morn- special .feature in' it for them it i's d'ifferent. I make it 
ing: five year-s ago when he heard the gospel preached a Point to .read these"articies to' the childl'en regularly. 
he was ·deeplyW-oved.....:...!!ome young man-:,-and almost, per,- Albout a month ago they w.e'r; ,looking .for ·something. to . 
suaded to be -a iChristian' but since that time' he' has . read among themselves and hit on the 'idea of gathermg 
been to college. . He says, ::iam' not ~oved ,by these gos-' up what ·GOSPEL WITNESSES they could find and! reading 
pel IlIppeals ·.any longer; I am outgrowing mY'supel'Sti-' the a.rticles for younger readers. They made a nicesighi 
tion, and I am bec'O~ing saner. I have a clearer view of in the living room, one of -the four reading 'aloud; so if 
these thin'g's thaJ;1 I had a few years' ago, I used to he no one else has ta'ken' the trouble to tell you of thi's, you 
'1ery much'disturlbed by the preacher when he spoke of have an interested group here. I hope the'day comes when 
'sin and of the 'consequences of sin,' when he urged me they will read the church periodicals for the-sake of ,th~ 

I to an immediate acceptance of Ghri'st,' ·and' I wa-s almost sennons, tQo. I am especially inlterested in Dr. 'Shields" 
yielding myself t9 that appeal of the gospel _ but' -it sermons on Types, like CarryiJi'g the ARK on the ,prie'sts~ , 
does not trouible me now, because I view things differ- shoulders, He makes'the Type very real and-I canuse. 

· enUy." , . I wHl tell you why it does n'ot trouble you now: the same thoughts for Bilble ·studies and the occasional' 
you are ibejng hardened; you are not 'getti-J;1g' 'saner, your sermon. I ta'ke' an active part in these things at times. 
judgment. is not being enlightened, .-·it is not that; but I even supply for the pulpit at times and' teach'Sunday 
you are being hardened by the "deceitfulness, of sin",. It . School Classes; ..' , . 
is ea'sy to believe what we want to thelieve; and 'because ';In the January 20 WITNESS the editorial signed L.KT. 
you 'want to goon in:,Your sin yoil. have ,peJ.:·suaded' your- ,s'ays in one clause that Bishop Sheen should not ibe 'denie<,i 
·self that you can db so with' impunity; and little thy little freedom of expression, Ibut it is. 'his privilege if 'he or the' 
you have' drifted, away from the old spiiitua-l concern . ~man.church ,pays ,the 'biU. Mr. Tarr. is. far. more :toler­
until you are 'here thi's mornIng al:rtiost. without any' al?-t with tne Catho!ics than I ,!ould ·be. So long 'as they, 
anxiety at ,all about you·r. soul"s 'salvation, . When.I 'speak , th~ Catholics, dalbble in politics 'and endeavour, to have us 
to you of the neces'sity of an immediate decision you . !bow. to a foreign prince' I" 'Wouild :be of,th~ opinion that. 
'say, "Oh, that does not 'bothe'r ~e to-day," But'I 'WOUld . they should be -s'topped the 'same as.a 'Communist' wj)uld 
exhort you "daily, while it,i's ~led TO"d-ay"; 'because "he stopped who wa-s doing a' 'similar ·work. Why' shouid 
there may· come a day when you cannot believe.' Sin they use our freedoms to ro'bus of our fr.eedoms? If Mr. 
cloud~ the jud~ent; it darkens, it does not enli.gnten, 'Tl!rr had said.it ~~s way he .maYlbe would ~ot !be verY., 
the intellect; it benumlbs the affections; it. shackles the ,popuiar in many quartets but may!be 'he 'agrees with me·' 
will; it !bring,s the wliol!i! 'man into ibondage' to its power,' J;Dore than I am' aw.are. I ~m very Ibold' in .passing judg­
so that he cannot do the things he would. And this writer ment on a man who. is. as well informed as M,r. Tarr, ,put. 
'says just 'becau'se men' may d,rjft away 'from the truth, at least I am doin·g a little of my own -thinking, My 'im-

. jiIst because th~s habit Of procrastination may grow upon pression is tih·at ,Henry ,V-III of Engtland wa-s the wisest 
. a man, and he continues to !postpone hi-s act 'of obedience, of ·~s a.11 when 'h.e drove Rorru4nism olit of England and 

we ·sl\ould ~have conceI:n for tpe ·so~ls of men' and "exhort took their .laI!~'S away from them. This would! make a 
one another da:ily; while it is call~d Ts>-d,ay." . clear p~th for the R:efonnation,'that followed in E:hgiand~ 

1'11. 

. WHAT WILL YOU DO TO-DAY? ' I :made up my mind I· 
wou14' be very 'short this mornin'g that I might 'h·ave op­
portunity to press the invitation;. and to urge"you to , . ' 

. , 

I wish: we. were able ,to follow asimUar path here. Our 
liberties might 'last longer. 
. "My pray~r 'i's, that D~. ,Shields wiUbe once again 'able 
to take oyer hi·s pulpit. I b~ieve thi,s win 'be possible 
if we stand by 'him wi:th a volume ·o{·prayer .. More 'than , ' . 

., 

.. 

., 
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one elderly minister has returned to his-pulpit when the 
Doctor 'said. he would not, anid it can' 'happen with him. 
It has just happened 'in Edmonton. I Would like to read 
a few new sermons of Dr. Shields and am praying that_ 
·God will once a'gain put him back .to his work fora w.hi'le. . . 

Yours in His ,glad! service, . 
0° ........................... . 

"BROTHERHOOD WEEK" 
During the ,past few years the number of 'hclidays has 

!been iIicreasing. It seems as thcugh everyone and every 
group must have.a ·special day or· week set aside for 
honour. While ,the mediaeval chureh had a multitude of 
'saints' days, we now have F·ather's D·ay, Mother'·s Day, 

. LaJbour Day, Druggi'sts' Week and a 'score.of other new 
"saints' days". This present week has been designated. 
"Brotherhood Week". 

The pu,rpose of this week is to herald abroad the ·great 
lie of modern reHgion-;-"T-he Fatherhood of God and the· 
Brotherhcod cf Man". In Canaaathe Prime Minister 
and the MiniSiter of Extern:al Affairs have taken part in 
opening the o'bsetvance of the week, and .the Mayor of 
Toronto has made ~i's declaration cn the 'su'bject. There­
fore, anyone who would dare to' lift" his voice in cPPos'i-. 
ticn to· the .underlying concept of ."Brotherhood Week" 
runs Ithe risk of being declared a "crank" ot a "bigot". 
At the risk of such charges, however, we confidently 
assert that the modern ide~ of Ibrotherhood! as embodied 
. in "Brotherhood Week" i's absolutely· foreign to the Word 
of God. Those who advoca.'te i,t must go eIsewhere for· 
the'i,r ·authority. Indeed, we· have ()Ibservedthat those 
who are most adept .at beating the old' "brother:p.ood"· 
drum are the very ·persons Who have rejected t'he Word 

.of God - naiIllely-Modernists an~ Jews .. 
"Oh," says our 'critic, "you are preaching intolerance!" 

Decidedly not! We b'elieve that all faiths shculd have 
ahsolute freedom of expres·sion. Further, we Ibelieve that 
in the ordinary contacts· and' Ibusiness of life we can 
maintain friendly and nei-gh!bourly relations wIth those 
of differing ·beliefs. 'The Christian should strive to 
.adorn the doctr~ne of ·God our 'Saviour by his very walk 
befcre unlbelievers. 

Does this mean that we have t6 develop a religious 
syncretism? Must we initiate a movement to have "joint 
religious servlices? ,Shall a Jewish Rabbi. preach in a 
Protestant chul"ch? Apparently these '~brotherhood" men 
think so, for here in Toronto we )Vere treated, to th.e -fol­
lowing-,-At the regular Sunday ·evening service in Park 
Road Baptist (?) Ohurch the Holy· BI08!8om .synagogue 
choir 'sang, while Rabbi Jacob ·Eisen read the Scripture 
lesson in Hebrew (very edifying?). T·he preacher was 
Dr. Richard Jones, Executive Secr~ary of the Canadian 
Council of Chri's'tians and Jews. What mockery! A Bap­
tist Church, supposedly dedicated to the proclamation of 
the one Gospel, really enga'ged in ,playing religion.' If we 
a,repersuaded that there 'is no other name under heaven 
given amon:g men whereby we must !be ·saved, we will not . 
lcng COUn.tEman~e such a perfomiance. 

Why, then, mus't unbelievers rob us· of the word 
"brother" in "brotherhood"? The word to the Christian 
has a certain definite connotation. It descri~bes the bond 
which exists between '~ll blood~bought children of God. 
Tt is· simply fooHSIh to say that any beyond, this spiritual 
family a·re s'Piritua-Ilb~hers. 

-ILiK.T. 

. , 

THE WEEK-END IN JARVIS STREET 
'The Thursday evening meeting wa's cf a missionary 

character. Rev. SaiIlluel Dempster, L.Th., pastor of the 
pioneer work at KingstoI)., Ontario, in 'his usual eloquent 
and enthusiastic manner ~br6ught home. to the hearts of 
all present the solemn o'bHga,tion to engage in personal 
soul-winning. . 

On Sunday m()rning, Mr. Arthur J. Burnham, former 
student of Toronto Baptiost !Seminary and now General . _ 
'Secretary for Canada of the Gfdeons International, out­
lined with clarity and power, the mission of the Gideons, 
who place Bibles in schools, 'hotels, hospitals, JaHs and 
other public buildings. After the ·s'ermon a man and a 
hoy responded to the 'Gospel invi,tation. A subst.anthll 
offering of $3115 was re'ceived for the work of the 
Gideons. . , 

o.r. Robert Dubarry of Nimes, France, preac1'!ed at 
the evening service on the theme, "'l;'he ·Two Most Im­
portant Words in the World". His messa'ge was an in­
triguing one, 'and the fine ·audience lIstened. with deHght 
and profit !i-s Dr. DU'bal':y jexailted that wondrous n~me, 
"Jesus Chrlst". . '. . -O:L.e. 

*> From Our Files ,«<. 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS of, thirteen yeaTS 'ago, -dated 

F'ehruary 26, 1942, contains the record of ~ day of bless­
ing in Jarvis Street 'Church the previous Sunday:-

"It was ·another ,good d'ay last Sunday. The spirit. of 
conv:iction was 'specially evident at the evening service. 
There were confessions of faith and application's for 'b,ap- . 
tism and mem!bel"ship. . . .. La'st Sunday night oilr choi,r 
rendered 'a hymn to a Dutch -classica,l tune, with 'Words 
composed rby our own leader, Mr. W. j. Hutch'inson, 'par~ 
ticuiarly appropriate to these times, entitled "A National 
Hymn". ; 

T.HE 'GOSPEL WITNESS of fifteen years ago; February 
22, 1940, contains an article describing the blessing which 
attended the ministry of Rev. H. C. :Slade .in London on 
the occasion of the West'ern Past()rs' 'and People's eon­
ference cn February 8th, 1940 .. Part of that ·article rea'ds 
as foHows: , , . . 

"Mr . .slade brought ,the -first message cf his itinerary 
. of -the Union Ohurches of thi's 'section of the Province. 
He -delivered ·a' most f()l"Ceful, Scriptural 'and instructive 
messa'ge on the sU1bject of Christian ·giving. As never 
before we were !brought to a reaUzation that giving is 
not Ii law 'but a grace. With the evident blessi-:Q.g of 'Gcd 
upo.n the speaker, we ·are c()nfident thatt'here will rbe 
grea:ter 'growth in this 'grace on the part of those who 
werer privileged to hear the messa'ge. . . .' The evening 
servIce commenced at 7.30 ·p.m. M·r. Slade delivered a 
strong forceful message upon the great central 'truth of 
the gospel of God',s grace, 'redemption. We were lifted 
into the heavenlies, and every heart was blessed." 

. ,. ...-o.L.C. 

So long as wes'et our -Christ on the seats occupied ;by 
the Platos, the Aristotles, and the divers :philos,?phers and 
rpoets of the world;' ·so long 8:S we reckon ,him one of 
many, he'wi1'l!be '~ut little to us. He must be the fairest 
among ten thousand and the altogether Lovely. He 
must stand alop,e.". . -JOSEPH PARKER 

~ , 
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The Bible Ddctrine of Election-
BylRev. C. D. Cole 

ELECTION !~wp.at a blessed word! - What a glorious 
doctrine! Who does not .rejoice to know that he has 

been chosen to -some great blessing? Election is unto 
sa:Ivation - the greatest of all tbles-sings. And strange 

• to say, :this isa -negleCted truth even 'by many who pro­
fess to believe it, and others 'have a feeling of repulsion 
at ·the very mention of this Bilble-tevE!Jl!.'led, G~-honour­
ing, and manhu'mbling truth. _Spurgeon os-aid, "There 
seems to be an inveterate prejudice in the human mind 
a'gainst this doctrine, andi aIthough most other doctrines 
will be received by ·profes-sing Christians, some with cau­
tion, others with .pleasure, yet thi's one seems to Ibe most 
frequently disregarded and discarded." If such were 
true in 'Spurgeon's day how much more so in thi's our 
day. Concerning this dootrine there is an ala.rming de­
parture from the f'aith of our Baptist fathers. Touching 
thi·s article of our faith Baptist's ·have come to a day when 
they have a Calvinistic creed and an Anninian clergy. 

But ·there -are some who ·love the doctrine of ELECTION. 
To 'them election is the foundation dug deep for the other 
doctrines of human .tedemption to rest upon. They love 
it enough to preach it fn thef'ace of criticism. -and perse­
wtion. They -will 'surrender their pulpits rather than be 
silenced- on this precious ·tenet of the once delivered faith. 
But all who love the doctrine 'Were once haters of it, there­
fore, they have nothing in which to take pride. Ev~ry 
man by na'tu·re is an A!m·inian. It ta'kes the regeneratmg 
work of -the Holy Spirit and the Word of God, taught by 
the Holy Spirit, to -cause a man to ,love the doctrine of 
election. How deeply impor'tant tha't believ·ers should he 
learners. 'To do 'this we must -acknowledge the superior 
wisdom of 'God whose thoughts are not as our thoU'ghts. 
The Bihle -was given to ~orrect our thinking .. Repentance 
is a change of mind resulting in a change of thin-king. 
Weare not to corne :to the Bilble as critics; the Bible is to 
criticize us: We cannot come to the Bi1ble -infaHibly, but 
tby gr'ace we can come humbly. May 'grace be give~ to 
every writer and reader that we may have the rIght 
'attitude of hea'r't before God._ T'he surest evidence of a 
saved state is to 'have- the ri'ght attitude towards the 
Word of God. Dear reader, Jet the ;writer warn you 
against "poking fun" a.t any doctrine of the Bible. 

The doctr-ines of 'grace have' found ex.pression in two 
systems of theology commonly known -as Calvinism and 
Arminianism. These two'systems were not named for 
their found-ers 'but for the men who 'popularized them. 
The system of truth ,known as Oalvinism _ wa's -preac~eg 
by Augustine at 'an ea·rlier date, an~ before Augustme 
-by Christ and the Apostles, being especiao}·l!, emphasized 
by the apostle Paul. The system of error known a'S Arm­
inianism wa's proclaimed 'by Pela'gius_ in the fifth cen­
tury. Between these two there is no middle position; 
-every man is either ·one or the other in his --religioUS 
'thinking. Some try to mix the two but 'this is not s-traight 
thinking. To- say that we 'are neither Calvinistic nor 
Arminian is to evade the ·is·sue. _Paulinism is represented 
by either Calvinism or A-rminianism. The true -sy·stem i's 
based upon the truth- of man'·s inherent and total de­
pravity; 'the false system is ba,sed upon the _Romish dogma 
of free-wH!o 

Some General Remarks to Disarm Prejudice 
There is no doctrine so gr~ssly misrepresented. Bro. 

,A. S. Pettie'·s complaint against 1;he enemies of total -d-e­
pravi ty is equally· -applica!ble 'here, when ihe .says,· "Fr?m 
hostile Ups a fair and correct statement of the doctrme 
is never 'heard." -The tr.eatment the doctrine of election 
receives from the hand·s of 'it's- enemies is very mu(!h -like 
that received hy the primitive Christians from pagan 
Roman Emperors. The ancient Christians 'were often 
clothed in the s'kins of sfain animals and -then su!bjected 
to' attack by ferocious wild ,bea'sts. So the doctrine of 
election is clothed in an u'gly barb ~nd held u'p to .ridicule 
and -sport. We will now try to strip this glorious ·trulih 

, of its false and vicious garment with which enemy hands· 
have ro;l:>ed it, and put upon 'it the 'garments of holiness 
and wisdO-ni., . 

1. Election is not' salvation bl,l·t 'is unto ·salvation. 
"What then? Israel 'hath _ not obtained that which he 
-seeketli for'; but the election (elect) hath obtained it, 
and the rest were !blinded" (Rom. 11 :7). "God 'hath from 
the 'beginning chosen you to salvation" (2 Thes·s. 2 :.13). 
N ow then ·tf the elect ootain -salvation, and if election is 
to sR!lvati~n, election mu-st precede salvation. Men are 

. ·saved when they believe on Ohri'st not when they are 
elected. Roosevelt wa·s not president when he_ was elect­
ed, 'but when he was imiu·gurated. There was not only 
an election to, but 'an induction into the of~ice. 'God's elec~ 
are inducted into the position of 'sai-ntship ,by the effect-

_ u-al call, (the -quickening ,work of ,the Holy ISpirit) through 
which 'they :become believer·s in the ·Gospel. ...see 1 Co~. 
1 :29; 2 Thess. 2: 13, 14. 

2. Elect-ion is not the cause of anybody going to 1,lell, . 
for election is unto salvation. Nerther is non-election 
resp'onsible -for the damnation of sinners. SIN is the 
thiIT'g ·that sends men to hell, and aU men ar,e ·sinners by 
na'ture and practice---,sinners ·a·ltogether apart from elec­
tion and non-election. It do~ not follow that because 
election is unto ·salvation tha·t non-election is unto damna­
tion. SIN is the dR!mningelement in human Hfe. ELEC­
TION HARtMS NOBODY. 

3. Election belongs to the system of g·race. In Paul's 
~ day 'there was a remnant among the Jews' who were' 

saved according to the election of grace. (Rom. 11 :5). 
The attitude of -men towards election is the acid test of 
their 'belief in grace. Those who oppose -election cannot 
consistently claim to :believe in salvation 'by grace. This 
i-s seen in the creeds of Chri·stendom. Those denomina­
tions that'believe -in salvation thy works have no place for 
the doctrine of election in their confessions of faith; 
those that Ibelieve in 'salvation _by tgrace, 'apart from 
'human merit, have not fa'i,led to include election 'in thei·r 
written creed. One group is headed by the Roman Catho­
lics, the'other group is headed Iby :tM Ba-ptists. _ 

4. Electioil does not ,prevent the 'safvation of any~dy 
who wants to Ibe saved. _ But the distinction needs to be 
made tbetween a mere -desire to escape hell and -the desire 
to be saved from sin. The desire to 'be' ,saved from hell 
is a 'natural de·sire~ilo'body -wants to burn. :The desire 
to be 'saved from sin is a spiritual desi.re resulting from 

.' 
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the convicting .work of the .Holy Spirit. ' And God's elect-are not ·the cause 'but the evidences' of election. ISee 1 
iug grace is the very mother of this desire. To repre- Thess. 1 :3-10; 2 Pet. 1 :'6-10; Phil. 2: 12-13; Luke 18:7: 
sent election' by' saying that God ha's typread the Gospel The man who .doesn't pray._ who 'has 'not repented of his 
feast. and a man comes to the twble hungering' for the sins -and! tru'StedChrist, and who does not engage in 'good 
Qread of-life; but God ·says "No, tiliis is not for you; you 'wo·l'ks has no right to claim that-he "is one of GCid's elect. 
are' not. one of my elect," is to misrepresent the hQly 
doctrine. Here is the truth :-'God has spread the feast Some False Views ExaIilin~d and ~efuted 

.. 

but the fact is. nobody wants to come to the talble. "'1'hey Many professi~g Christtians reaJ.ly have no view of elec-
all witl1 one consent -began -to make. excuse;" U.o~ knew _ tion. They 'have not given it enou.gh thou'ght and study' 
just ·how fallen nature would_ act, and He- took no chance to even have any opinion about it. Many'have erroneous 
on His table lbeih'g fiHed, so, He tells His servant -to go - -views. WeshaU notice ~ome of them. - . 
out and cqmpel them to come: ·See· Luke 14 :12'3~ Were 1. The view that' men are elected' when they !believe .. -
it. no~ for -the redemptive work of Christ there would be This' view is easily .re~utedfor it is .contrary to both . 
no Gospel feast; were i-t not!; for 'the compelling w~rk of· common sense and Scripture. Election lis to salvation, 
t.he Holy Spirit the're-would be rio guests -at the talble. and therefore, must -precede' salvation. It is nonsense to 
A mere invitation brings n~bCidy to the table. talk Rlbout -el~ting a man to -something he already has. 

6. E-leet;ioli" mean:s that the destiny ·of .men 'is "in the 'l'he l.Dan has salvation When he believes and 'hence elec-
· hands of -God. Many of us have regarded as an axiom tion at that .point would not be necessary. E'LECTION 
the s'tatement that every man's destiny is in 'his own 'TOOK PLACE IN'ETERNITY; SAIJVATION TAKES 
hands. But this is ,to deny :the whole tenor of ·Scripture .. ' PLACE WHEN THE SINNER BELI'EVES. 
At no time is th~ destiny of the saint "in his oWn haIl;ds, .2. The. view that election pertains only to 'the Jews. 
either b~fore or after he. is .saved .. Was m.y destiny in This view robs Gentiles of the comfort of Rom. 8 :28-39. 
my own ··hands !before I was saved? If -so, I regenera~ed Moreover, Paul, who was ·an apostle to the .Gentiles, says 
myself; I resurrected, by my own power, myself out of -that he endured aU things for the elect's sakes that they 
a state of s'ina·nd death; I am my oWn nenefaclor and might obtain -saivaiion (2 Tim. 2 :'10). . 
~·aYe no'l:iod~ to thank b?t. myself for being alive and 3. The view that election took place in -eternity, but 
saved. PerIsh such a thought! By the &:race of,'God I ·that" it was in view of foreseen 'repentance' and faith; 
.a~ w~a't I am. -Read John 1 :i3; Ephesl.an~ 2 :'1-10.; 2 According to this view, -God, in eternity, looked down 
TIm. 1:9; James 1 :'18. . . through -the ages arid saw who would repent and believe 

Is f!1Y destiny in my own hands now? 'Then'I will and those who He foresaw would repent.and believe were 
either. keep mys.elf 'saved or I will lose m.y salvation. But elected to salvation .. Tohis ~iewis correct in only one 
the BIble says we are 'kept 'by the PdWe:r.: of God ~hl'ou~h poin~, namely, thfJ.t election took place in eternity. It 'is 
faith. I Peter 1:16; p.sa. 37:28; John ~0:27-29; PhIl wronginthatitmakes the g.roundof election to be some-
1: 6;- Heb. 13 :5. If my destiny is not safe in my own thing In the sinner rather than -something in God. Read 

· hands after l'am savedothen how could it !be thought. to _ .Eph-. 1 :4-6 where election and predestination are -said to 
-Qe .safe in my own 'hands 'before my conversion?: 'be "Acc(jrding to the ·good pleasure of his will" and "To 

· . The saint dies, his Ibody is consigned. to. the 'grave and the praise of the ·glory of his grace." This view. though 
. he.comes a dust-heap. Is. his destiny in Ms own hand'S the popular one with the maj<irity of Baptists today, is 

then? If 'so, what hope has he of ever coming out of" the opel). to many oibjections . 
. grave with an immortal and incorrupti'ble !body? ~one (1) It denies what the Bilble s'ays about man's condi-
.at all if -his destiny is in his own 'hands. tion- by nature. The Bj,ble does not describe the natural 

:Such a theo~y that the' destiny of the. saint i·s or'ever man as having fa'itth (1 Cor. 2:14; John 3:3'). - Both 
has .been in 'his' own h'and-s, reverses. the very laWs of· repen1;ance and faith 'are gif.fs of God, an~ God did not 
nature and implies that wate·r can rise a'bove the level see these graces in ·any sinner a·part from His pur·pose 
of its 'source' that man can lift himself into the attic to give them. "Hi.m hath 'God exalted with his 'right hand 
·by his 'boot~;traps' that the Ethiopian can change h~s . to Ibe a- Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to 
colour,. aiId'the leo~ard can ·remove his spots; that death Israel, and forgivenness of sins" .(A~s_5:113). ··W.hen 
can 'beget life; that evolution is true and God is a liar. they heard -these things ,they held their peace, and glori­
T;he theory that one's destiny is in his own hands begets" fied 'God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles 
self-confidence ·and· self-righteousnesos; the .'belief that granted re.pentance unto life" (Acts·ll :118 y. "In' meek­
destiny is- in the hands of God 'begets .sELF·-ABNEGA- ness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God 
TION AND FAITH IN GOD: peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowl-

. 6. Election stands or falls with the doctri·ne of God's ed-gment of the . truth." (2 Tim. 2:26). Read also Eoph. 
sovereignty and man's depravity. If God i!! sovereign and 2 :8-10; 1 Cor. 3 :5. Election was not 'Oecause of fore­
man is qepraved, thenjt follows as a natural con!lequence, ·seen faith, but because of foreseen unbelief. It is not' 
that some will 'be saved, or none will 'be saved,· or all the election of God's' faithful ones, but the faith of God's' 
will. be saved ... The practicaf results of' election are that .elect. if we are to 'keep-to Scriptural words (Titus 1 :1) .. 
some, yea many, wilolbe saved'. Election is not a plan (2) It makes the human race differ 'by nature, where­
to. s'ave a mere 'hand·ful of folk. Christ gave -Himself a 'as, the' Bible say-s, we are· a.11 by nature the dhildren of 
ransom for many. 'See·Matt. 20:28; Rev. -6:9. God's wrath and all clay 'of the same lump. Eph. 2:8; Rom . 
. sovereignty i.nvolves Hi'S pleasure (John 6 :21; Matt. 9 :21. . Men ·are made to differ in -the -new ibi·rth. John 
11:26-27); His ·power (Job. 23:18;' Jer .. 32:17; Matt. 3:6. -
19:26); and His mercy (Rom. 9:18). ~ (3) It perverts the 'Scriptural mneaning of ---the word 

. 7. 'The elect are manifested in repentance arid faith and "foreknowledge." T!he. word as used in the Bible means 
good . work'~: These 'graces, being God-_wrought in map, more than foreknowled·ge about pen!on~. 'It is the fore-
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knowledge of persons. 'In Rom. 8:29-30 the foreknown in John 17:24, where i:t speaks 'of the Father's eternal 
are predestinated to the image of 'Christ, and are 'called, ,love ~or the Son, alid in.1.Peter 1':,20, where it 'refel's to 
ju,Stified! and glorified. In I Peter 1:2 the word. for the eternal determination .of the Divine mind concerning 
"foreknowled'ge" is- the same as "foreordain" in the 2Qth .' -the d~ath of Christ. There ~re many 'similar' expres·s'ions. 
verse of the same cl!apter, wh~re the meaning cannot 'be. See Rev . .13:8! 2 Thess. 2 :13; 2 Tim. 1 :9. EiJE'CTION 
"·foreknowled-ge" aJbout Christ. ,God·'s foreknowled'ge about IS ETERNAL! . • 
perso.ns is without limitations; whereas, His foreknowl- 3. WHY WAS THE- ELECTING DONE? Was it on 
edge of ·persons is limited to. those who 'are actuai-ly saved. ·the gl'ound of. something-good . ..in the ·sinner? Then no­
and ,glorified. ' :body would have been elected!' for there is non,e gQOd. 

(4) It is open to the strongest Qlbjection that can ,be Holiness is not th'e cause but :the effect of election.' 
made against the Bible view. It is often' asked, "If cer- Chosen that we should Ibe holy not because we were holy. 
tain men 'are elected and saved, then what i,s the· use to Eph. 1 :4 .. Nor, as we have already seen, is ,election in 
preach to those who a,re not elected?" With equal pro- view of foreseen repentance and faith. Election is the 
priety we might 'ask, '.'If God ~ows who is going -to eau·se of repentance and faith ,and! not the effect of these 
repent and ,believe, then why 'preach to those who'. ac- graces. To say that God chose men to salvation Ibecause 
cording to Hi,s forE!lmowled'ge, will n:otr~ent 'and be- He ·foresaw that they :wou~d ,r~pent and believe and be 
lieve? Win some repent and, believe whom He foreknew saved is' to attribute foolishness to the infinitely wise 
Would not repent and !believe? If so, He foreknew a lie. God: It is as.if the president should issue a decree that 

Right here is the weakness of much of modern mis-· the sun must rise tomorrow ibeca~se he foresees that 'it 
sions. It is' based upon sympathy for the 'lost rather than . will rise: or, as if a sculptor should choose a certain piece 
obedience to 'God's command. 'The, inspintiori of mios- of marble because he foresaw -that it would make itself 
sions is'made to rest upon the practical ,results of mis- into the imag~ he wanted. We challenge ani ArminiaB 
sionary endeavour rather than upon the delight of doing to 'raise :these questions and ,get his answel'S from the 
God's will. It is the.'principle of doing 'a thing Ibecau-se Scriptures. 
the ,resu~ts are ~tisfa'Ctory :0 us,. Some ObJ' ectionS Considered and Answered 

If we are falthfu.J, God IS as pleased WIth our efforts ' 
when there 'are no results. Ponder 2 Cor.' 2':15-1,6. The 'M-any are the objections broughtag·ainst.this doctrine. 
elect prior to their. coriversion a:ce known only to 'G~d.~ometimes the objectOrs are loud 'and furious. Alal!! that 
We are to ,preach the ogo&pel. to every 'creature :because so mapy of these objectors are' in Baptist rank'll. To. 
He has 'commanded! it. He will 'take cal'e of the ,results .. preach this old-fashioned doctrine of our faith as did 

. Cf. 1'88. 55:tl1; 1 Cor. 3 :5-6; John. 6 :31-45. It is ours Bunyan: Fuller, Gm, Spurgeon, Boyce, BrOadus, Pendle­
to witness; it is His to ma'ke our witnessing effective. ton, 'Graves, Jarre!l, Carroll, ~eter, Boyce Taylor .and, a 

. . host of other representative men of our denomination is 
The Doctrine Defined, Explained and Proved -to court ,the· .bitterest kind of oppositioI), ... John Wesley' 

What i~ election aB' tht} term is U8ed' in the· Bible? himself never said har-sher .wor~ against this bles's~d' 
Election meanS' a choice- - to sruect from among-to tenet of ou'r faith than do some so-caHed Baptists of 
single ou:fi----tto, take one. and ,leave another.: If there. are today. Arminianism that off'8prin'g of popery, 'has had 
a ,dozen apples. in. a basket and 'I t.ake all .of' them. there an a'bnormal growth in the last decade or two as' .the 
has 'been 'no choice; Ibut if 'I 'take seven a",nd leave five adopted child! of a large ·grou,p of Baptist~. 
there has ,been a choice. Election, as taught in ,the Bi'ble,. '1. IT IS OBJECTED THAT OU-R VIEW OF ELEC-

.. means that God has made a choice from. among the chil- TION LIMITS GOD'S MERCY .. 
dreh of men. In the beginning God set His choice upon Right here we critici~ the' critic for he who' makes 
certain in~ivid'~al'8, who~ He ,ga-ye to His ·'~n,. and for 'this o'bjeciion limits ,both God's me~y and power .. He' 
whom .chrl~t dlE~d .as t~elr su·~tltute! w~o m tl~e hear 'admits that God'.s mercy is Hniited Ito the believer, and to 
the· Gospel and '?,:heve 1~ ChrIst to .hfe evel"la~tmg. Let this we agree; 'but he denies that· God! can caU'8e a man 
U'S 'amphfy by 'ralsmg three very pertme~t questIons:- to lbelieve ·without doing violence to the man's will" and 

,'1. WHO DOES THE ELECTING? Who chooses the thus .heUmi'ts God'·s power. We :believe that ,God is able 
. persons to Ibe '8aved? If men 'are chosen to ,salvation, as to ,give a 'man a sound m~nd (2 Tim. 1 :7) and make h-im 

the ,Scriptures affirm, who does. the choosing? There willing in ,the day of His power. At this ,point we must 
must be a selection or universalism. The .language of face two' self-evident propositions. F.il'st, if God is try­
~rj.pture seems 'pecuUarly def,inlote in reply to this ques~ ing to save every member of Adam's. fallen race, ,and 
tion. Mark 13 :20 speaks of the EJ:.ECT, whom He does. not ·succeed, then .Hi's· power is Hmited and He is 
EIJECTED, -rendered in our vel'Sion, "The elect's sake not the'LordJ 'God Almighty. Second, if He is not trying 

"whom he hath· c~osen." The -word election is associated to save every mem'ber of the fallen race, ·then His mercy 
with God, 'not with man. God is the ,CHOOSER, His is iimited. We mU'8t of necessity l'imit His mercy or ·His 
people al'e the CHOSEN, and 'grace 'is the source •. The 'power, or go over !boots and !baggage to the Universalist's· 
Negro theology, that. God votes for us, i'he Devil votes position ... But, 'before we do that, ,let us 'go "to the law' 
against us, and th'at we cast the deciding ballot -is en- and to the testimony," which says, "I will have mercy on 
tirely outs'ide the pale of 'Scripture teachi'n'~, and is al- whom' I will have merey, and 'I will have compassion on 
most too ridiculous to notice. Read John' 15 : 16;· 2 T~ess. whom I will have compass'ion . . . Therefore hath He 
2:1'3; Eph, '1:4. mercy on whom H~ will have mercy and whom He wjll 
'2. WHEN WAS THE EI,.ECTING DONE? FQl' answer He hardeneth" (Rom. 9:15-18). It need-s to 'be said for 

we are shut up to the Scriptures. But the BIBLE answel'S the comfol't and hope of g'reat 'sinners, that God's mercy 
. with' sunlight clearness. In ·Eph. 1:4 we. read that "He is not limited :!by the natural condition of :the sinner. All 
chose U's in Him 'before -the found'ation of the world." The sinners are dead untHGod! makes them alive. He if! able 
exp~e~sion, "before 'the foundation o~ the world" is fou~d to take away'"the heart of stone. ' No 'man is too grea't B, 

. \ .. 
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I 
sinner to he saved. We can pray for the 'salvation of the 
chief of ·sin.ners with the ·as·surance that God can if He 
will. "The King's heart is in the hands of the Lord as 
the river of water; He turn6th it whithersoever He will" 
(,Prov. 21 :1). We! rejoice to say with Jeremia'h thai· 
there is nothing too ha·rd for God. We can pray 'for the 
salvation' of our loved one's with the feeling of the leper, 
when he said, "Lord, if thou wHit thou canst m'ake me 
clean" (Ma'tth. 8:2). ~en Robert Morrison was about 
to go' to China, he was asked by an incredulous American 

. if .he thoQght h'e could ma'ke any impression on those 
Chinese .. His curt reply was, "No, but I think 'God ·c~m." 
This should ever be our confidence and hope when we 
stand before sinners and preach to them '''CHRIST ANI) 
HI'M CRUCIFIED." 

,2. ANOTHER OBJECTION TO .ELECTION IS THAT 
IT MAKES GOD UNJUST. 

trust it as vhe wisd()lffi and power of God. See 1 Cor. 
1 :23-24. 

Here is a physical corpse. Is it free to get up and waH<. .. 
around? In one sense, y·es. It is not bound 'by fetters. 
There is no ·external restraint. But, 'in another sense, . 

· that corpse is not free. It is hindered by its natural con­
dition. I't is its nature to decompose 'and go back to dust. 
It is not the nature of death to stir about. Here is a 
spiritual corpse - ·a man dead in trespasses and sins. 
'I,s vhe man f.ree to repent and believe and do good works? 
Yes, in one sense. 'There are no external restraints. ·God 
.does not prevent ibut offers ·inducements through His 
holy Word. But the c(}rpse is hindered ,by its own nature. 
There must'be t1!e miracle of the new birth, for except 
a man he horn from aJbove 'he cannot see' or enter into 
the kingdom of ·God. John 3: 3-5. 

It i·s painful to some of us to see our brethren forsake 
the faith of our Baptist forbears at this point and 
join the ranks of the Roman .catholics and (}ther Armin­
ians. If anyone dou'bts this charge let him ,read the' article 
of faith adopted by ,the Catholics at the council of Trent 
(1563). I quote their statement on the freedo.m of the 

· human will-"If anyone 'shall affirm 'that since the fall 
of 4dam man'·s free-will is lost, let him he accursed." 

Thi's objection 'betrays a ibad heart. It would obligate 
the CREATOR to the CREATURE. I't make-s salvation 
a divine obligation. It denies ·the .right of the potter 
ov.er {he clay of the same lU'mp to make one vessel to 
honour and an(}ther to dishonour. By the same parity of 
reasoning it makes the governor of a sovereign 'State un­
just when he pardons one or more men, unless he empties 
the prison and turns all 'vhe prisoners ·loose. Our view of 
election is in harmony with what even the Arminians 
allow to be proper and just for a' human governor. All 
can 'see !that a governor, 'by 'pardoning some men, does 
not 'harm others, who are not pardoned. 'ThO'se who are 
not pardon'ed are not in prison ibecause the governor re­
fused them a .pardon but because they were guilty of a 
crime against the state. Isn't God to be allowed as much 
sovereignty as the 'govern(}r of.a ·state? Salvation, Hke 

· But alas, in this day, such a spirit is -not confined to the 
Roman Catholics. Hora:tius Bonar makes the following 

a pardon, ~is something ,that 'is not deserved. If it. were 
deserved, then 'God wduld !be unjust if He did not bestow 
it 'uponall men. . 

Salvation is 'not a· matter of justice but of mercy. It 
was'n't the a-ttribute of justice that led 'God t!> provide 
salvation :but the attri'bute of mercy. Justice is simply 
each man getting what he deserve·s. Those who go to 
hell will have nobody to blame 'but themselves, while ·those 
who 'go to iheaven will haV'e nohody' to praise but ·God. 
Read Rom. 9: 22-23. 

3. IT IS AGAIN OBJECTED THAT OUR VIEW OF 
ELECTION IS AGAINST THE DOCTRINE OF WHO-. 
SOEVER WILL." . ' 

IBut .the objector is wrong again. Our view' explains 
. and supports the doctrine of "WHOSOEVER WII1L." 
Without election the invi,tation to. "WHOSOE,VER 
WILL" would go ·unheeded. The Bilble'doctrine of "WHO­
SOEVER WILL" does not .imply the freedom or ability 
of the' human wi.)} to do good. The human will is' f.ree, . 
but 'its freedom is within the limits of fallen human 
nature. It is free like walter; water is free to run down 

• hill. ,It is free Ii~e 'the vulture; 'vhe vulture; is free to eat 
carrion, for that is its nature, but it would starve·to death 
jn 'a wheat field. It is not the buzzard's nature 'to eat 
clean food; it feeqs U'pon the carcasses of the dead. So 
·sinners starve to. death in the ·presence of the bread of 
,Hfe. Our Lord said to 'some sinJ;lers, 'Who were in His very 
.presence "Ye will not come un'to me that ye might .have 
Hfe" (John 5: 40). It is n(}t natural for a 'sinner to trust 
in Christ. Salvation vhrough trust ina crucified Ghrist 
is 'a ·stumbling 'block to the J ewand· foolishness to the 
Gree~; i't is only -the. called, 'bo'th Jews and Gree'ks, who 

quotation from John Ca:Ivin:- . 
"The Papist theologians have a distinction current 

among themselves thaf'God does not elect men according 
to their w(}rks which are in them !but that He chooses 
them that He foresees wili be believers." . 

Ah, the real trouble with 'the Objector is not election; 
it ·is something else. His ·rea-I Objective. is to total de­
pravity or human inability' to do good. I can do no bet­
:ter 'here than to quote from Percy W. Heward of 'Lon­
don, England. He ·say's; "Jot ·seems 'to me that the. ma­
jority of obj1ections to God's sovereign ·grace, to God's, 
electing love, are actually objections to 'something else, 
namely objections to the fact that man i'sruined. If you 
probe benea'th ·the surface you will. find that very few 
object to election. Why should they.? Elect:ion harms no ' 
one. How can the picking ofa man out of doom 'harm 
anyone else? The real objection at the 'present day i·s not 
to election, though tha't word is made the catchword of 
sad controversy-the real dbjection is to that' fact" which 
is revealed 'in p.sa. 51, tha't we are ·shapen 'in iniquity, 
th'at we are,horn sinners 'by nature, dead in sins, until, as 
.we read concerning Paul in Gal. 1, "It plea·sed 'God, who 
separated me from my mother's womh and called me 'by' 
His ·g·race to revea,1 His Son in me ... " kh, ibeloved 
friends, we deserve nothing ibut doom.· Ac'knowled1ge this 
and election i's the only hope. Acknowledge that we are 
poor lost sinners, dead 'in trespas'ses 'and ·sins, only evil 
continually; acknowledge that there is ·in man no natural 
spark to be fanned into a flame but' that believers are 
'born again of incorruptible s'eed which the Lord places; 
acknowledge ,that if 'allyone is. in ,Chri'st that there is a 
ne\.\' creation,. for we are His workmanship, 'having 'been 
created in Chris't Jesus; - and election must be at once 
recognized." 

Every real heliver 'on his knees sU'bscribes to our view 
of election. You cannot .pray ascri'bing ·some credit to 
·self. Soverei·gn grace will .cO'me out in prayer though 
it may 'be left off :the platform. No. 'saved man will get 
down on hi's knees before 'God 'and claim that he made 
himself to d.jf~er from o'thers who are ndt saved, ibut wivh 
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P.au'l he says, "By the gra~,of God I am what I am." 
And in prayin'g tor the lost'we supplicate God to convict 
and convert them. We do not depend upon the fr'eedom 
of their 'wills Ibut beg God to make them willing to come' 
to Christ; knowing tha't when they come to Ohrist He will 
not cast them out., 'See John 6 :37.. ' 

A Methodist minister once we~t to hear a Presbyterian 
minister preach. After the sermon, the Methodist said to 
the Presbyterian, "That was a pretty good Arminian 
sermon you preac'hed today." "Yes," 'replied the Pres'by­
terian; "We P,resbyterians are' pretty' !good Arminians 
when we preach and you Methodists are pretty good 
Calvinists when you pray/' MORE TRUTH THAN 
POETRY HERE!! 

4. IT IS ALSO OBJECTED THAT OUR VIEW OF' 
ELECTION IS A NEW DOCTRINE AMONG MISSION­
ARY BAPTISTS. 

The fact 'is that it is so old-fas'hioned that it has a1bout . 
gone out of fashion. The ignorance betrayed in such a 
claim is indeed pitiable. In refutation we resort to two. 
sources of information (1) Confes'sions of faith; (2) 
Statements of representative preachers and, writers. 

(a) CONFESSIONS OF FAITH. 
The Paterines, according to W. A. Ja,rrell, appealed to 

the text 'in the 9th of Romans, 'in proof of 'the doctrines 
of UNCO~DITIONAL ELECTION. See Jarrell's 'his­
tory, page 139. The, Pa:terines were ancient progenitors 
of the Baptists. 
, , T'he Walden-ses, throu'g'h whom Baptist church 'succes­
sion must !b~ traced, declared themselves as follows: 
",God saves from corruption and damnation those whom 
He has chosen from the foundation of the world, not froni 
any disposition, faith or holiness that He foresaw ,in 
them, but His mere mercy in Christ Jesus His Son, pass­
ing 'by all the rest aC'cording to the irreprehensihle reason 
of His own free-will and jU8'tice." THE DATE OF THIS 
CONFESSlON WAS 1120! ! ! 

T'he London 'Confession (1689) and the Philadelphia 
Confession (1742) read as foJ.l~s: :'By the decree of 
God, 'for the manifestation of His glory, some men and 
angels are prede'stined or foreordained' to 'ETERN AL ' 
LIFE through Jesus Christ, to, the praise of His ,glorious 
grace; others being left to act in their s'iI).s to thei'r just 
condemnation, to the praise of His glorious ju'stice." 

, The New Hampshire Confes'sion (Article 9): "We be­
lieve that election is the eternal 'purpose of God according 
to which He graciously regenerates, sanctifies and saves, 
sinners; tha't 'being perfectly, consi'stent wi,th the free­
a'gency of man, it comprehends aU ,the means in connec­
tion with, the end; that it is a most ,glorious display of 
God's sovereign goodnes's, being infinitely free, wise, 
holy and unchangeable; that it utterly excludes Iboasting 
and promotes humility, love, prayer, praise, trust in 'God, 
and active imitation of His free mercy; that it encour­
ages the use of means in the h'i'ghest deg,ree; 'that it may 
'be ascertained 'by its effects in all who truly believe the 
Gospel; that is- the foundation of Christian assurance; 
and -that to ascertain it with regard to ourselves demands 

, and' deserves 'the utmost diIigEmce." 
(b) REPRESENTATIVE PREACHERS AND 

WRITERS! ' -, 
John A: Brqadus, fOlmler president of the Sout'hern 

Ba'ptist 'Theologicill 'Sem'inary: "From, the divine side, 
we see that the' Scriptures teach an eternal, election of 
men to eternal life simply out of God's good pleasure." 

A. H. Strong, former ,pre'sident of Rochester 'Theologi-

cal 'Seminary: "Election is the eternal' act of God, hy 
which in His sove'reign,pleasure, and on account of no 
foreseen merit int'hem, He chooses certain of the numbe,r 
of sinful men to !be recipients of the special g,race of His 
Spirit and so to 'be made voluntary parta'kers of Chris't's 
salvation." 

B. H. CarroJ.l, founder andfirs"t president of -the South­
western Baptist Semlnary: "Everyone that 'God chose in 
Christ 'is drawn 'by the Spirit to Christ. E;'ery one pre­
destined'is called 'by the Spirit in time, and justified in 
time, and· will he glorified, when the Lord comes." Com­
m~ntary on Romans, page 192. -

J. P. Boyce, founder and first president of Southern 
Baptist SemInary: "'God, of His own pur-pose, has from 
eternity determined, to save a defini'te 'num:ber of man­
kind, as individuals, not for or Ibecause of any merit or 
works of theirs, nor of any value of them to Hiin; hut 
of His own;good- plea,sure." 

W. ,T. Conner, ,professor of theology, .southwestern 
Baptist Seminary, Fort Worth, 'Texas: "The doctrine of 
election means that 'God saves 'in pursuance 'of an eternal 
purpose. This includes all the go'spel influences, work 
of ,the Spirit and so on" :that leads a man to repent of 
his sins and accept Christ. So far as man's freedom is 
concerned, ,the doctrine of election does not mean that 
God decrees to ,save a man irrespective of his will., It 
ra·ther means that 'God purposes to lead a man in stich a 
way that 'hewill freely accept 'the gospel and Ibe saved." 

Pastor J. W. Lee, of Batesville, Miss.: "I 'believe that 
God has foreordained -'before the founda:tion of the world 
that He would save certain individuals and that He or-, " , 
dained all the meaD'S to 'bring about -their salvation on 
His terms. 'Men and women 'are not elected Ibecause they 
repent and believe, 'bu,t they repen't and Ibelieve because 
they are el~ed." . 

To 'the above Hst of well known and 'honoured Bap­
tists' we cou'ld' add quotations from Gill, Fuller, Spurgeon, 
Bunyan, Pendleton, Mullins, Dargan, Jeter, Eaton, 
Graves, and others too numerous to mention. It is sadly 
true that many of our pastors 'hold election as a private 
opinion and never preach it. We personally know a 
number of brethren who ,say that elect jon is clearly 
tau'ght- ,in the Bible, Ibut that we cannot afford to preach 
it, ,because 'it wiU cause troulble in churches. This is 
worse than compromise: it i's ,surrender of the truth. 
It is a spirit that lead's preachers to displease God in 
o'rder to plea&e men. The writer 'believes that 'silence 
upon this subject has wrought more harm than open, 
opposition-to it. T.hose who openly oppose election will, 
sooner or late, make themselv:es ridiculous in the eyes 
of a·1I Bihle loving Baptists. 

5. IT IS FURTHER OBJECTE,D THAT OUR VIEW 
OF ELECTION MAKES MEN CARELESS IN 'THEIR 
LIVING. 

J.t is 'said that 'belief in the doctrine lead,s men to say, 
"If I am an elect, I will Ibe, saved; if I am a non-elect I 
will be lost, therefore, it matters not what' I 'believe or 
do.'" 'rhe 'same objection has heen persistently made 
against the doctrine of the .preservation of the saints. 
This is 'ba-ld rationaH·sm. It is the settiri'g of human rea­
son against divine revelation. It ta']{'es no aceount of the 
operation of the 'grace of 'God 'in the human heart. If 
Bapti'sts surrender election on such a ground, to be con­
sistent, 'they will have to surrender the doctrine, ,of 
preservation on the same ground. Election does not 
mean that the elect will ,be saved whether they 'believe 
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or not, nor does it mean that the non-elect wiH Ibe· damned' 
regardless of how mu.ch th!ily may repent and rbelieve. 
The elect will be saved through repentance ·and fai'tili., and 
bobh are gifts. from God' as already shown; the non-elect 
do not repent and believe.' . 

If this little tract ·need further Scriptural support, the, 
following 'Scriptures will give -it: ,ipsa. 6'5 :,4; Acts 13 :48'; 
John 6:37; 6:44~415; John 17:1-2;' Matt. 11:;25-26.; 2 
Cor. 12:8; 2 Cor. 10:14. . 

,'Dhe o'bjection we are now considering is 'simply not BOOK REVIEWS 
true to fact. Believers in. election ·have -been and still STORMS AND :STARLIGHT, 'by Dr. V. Raymond Ed'man, 
are among the most . godly. Augu-stus Toplady challenged . President of Wheaton College; 24Q ,pages. Copies . 
,the world to produce 'a martyr f.rom among the d'eniers may be obtained from ·'fjh.e 'Publishers, the Van 
of election. The Puritans, who were'so named because of 'Kampen Press; Whelittan, m., U.·S.A. Price: $2.50 in 
the 'great purity of their lives, with few exceptions (i~ U.S.A. I 

any), were Ibelievers in ·,personal, eternal, unconditional It, is evident to all that nothing can be ,perfect -in this 
election, and, of course, in"the 'security of the 'believer. life; .change and decay are all 'aiboqt us, since that 'which 
Modernism; that spawn of the ,pit, 'is rapid,lyadding to is natural mU'B't perish. The whole earth groaileth in 
the number of its adherent-s, but bhey are coming from pain, waiting for the redemption of the chHdre~ of 'God. 
the ran'ks of Armihianism. Others have challenged the 'l'he same element of frailty is manifest in every human 
world to find a single Hig'her Critic, 'or a single ·Spiritu- life;' storm·s, tempests, floods and contrary winds must 
;;t'list, or a 'Single Russellite, or a single -Ghri's'tian ~cien- • 'be encountered. But there ·come 'gracious periods of 
'tist, who believes in the albsolute sovereignty of God and relief, when 'God's 'starlight cheers the weary watcher: 
the doctrine of election. Without an exception these . The child of God i's under no iUusion; he 'knows that 
awful heretics are Arminians to a man. This is a Bignifi- the storms must ra·ge a:bout him. But 'blessed comfort 
cant fact that is not to be winked at. . is hi-s portion. He is assured that no blast· can reach him, 

6. OBJECTORS CLAIM THAT' OUR VIEW_ OF . except that which has first ibeen weighed -by a 'kind Heav~ 
ELECTION DEST'ROYSTHE SPIRIT OF MISSIONS. enly,Father. He ~emlber-s, '811'SO, that he is' never alone 

'l'hey 'boldly as'sert that''if unconditionaf· eledtion should in the \ darknes's. His Elder Brother, Who has experi- , 
find univers'al ·acceptance amon·g u's tllat we. would cease enced such sorrow and suffering as no other on eart~ 
to Ibe a missiona.rypeople. There is an 81bundance of his- . could ever imagine, 'stands l'eady to sympathize' and to 
torical evidence with which to 'refute this claim. Under help. "From· the ·solitude of the wildernes'S with its 
God, the father of 'mod'ern mi'ssions was William Carey; excruciatingsufferin-g caused- by testing, -the Lordi Jesus 
a ·staunch 'Calvin'ist. Andrew Fuller, first ·secretary of went steadily into Hts"Ufe"s 'service; and we can follow 
the society that sent Carey to India, held ·tenaciously to in His footstep~. Strengthened with- mi'ght 'by Hi'S Spirit 
our view of election. J.t :did- not destroy the missionary in othe lowly ·place of solitude, -we can ·go 'into the society' 
spirit of these -men. "The proof of the pudding is in the of men with the message of 'Salvation in the assurance of 
eating." Belief in election,did not destroy the missionary the Divine ·presence and proviis10n for>Hfe's journey." 
spirit in Ju·dson','Spur·geon, Boyce, Eaton, Graves, Garrol (pa'ge 37). -:: 
and a host of other Baptist leaders. The 'MIi·rray church, The Apostle Paul ha's .given counsei that if we would' 
which Dr. J. F. Love caned the greatest missionary run· with ·patience the 'race tha:t i·s ·set before us, and not 
church on earth, heard election preached iby Boyce Taylor. Ibe oye:rwhelmed or f'aint'lbecause of the opposition. of sin, 
for nearly forty years. 'l'he greatest missionary churches we are tQ keep our eyes fixed 'upon :t'he Saviour,' the 
among us today are th0'8e that have' been pu·rged from au·thor and finisober of our faith. Therefore, as we study 
-the heresies of James Arminius.· " the Wlj,y in which our ISaviour' met the crises of Hfe and 

Eiection 'is the very foundation of hope ·in missionary 'triumphed over--all Hi-s· foes, we 'shaH be strengthened to· 
endeavou.J;'. If we h·ad to depend upon the natural disposi- follow Him; .' . 
tion or wiH of a dead sinner, who hates God, to. respond . Storms and Starlight conai'sts of twentY-eight sketches 
to our .gO'Spel, we might well despair. But when were- of the life of Ohrisi, cameo' descriptions of some 'of His 

, alize that iti·s. 'the !Spirit that quickEmeth, we can 'go experiences as the God-Man, with the lessons whi~h 'may 
forbh with the gospel of the gl'ace of 'God i~ the hope be derived· from His thoughts, words 'and actions. In 
that God will CallBe.·some, 'by nature turned 'away, to be language wMch is· poetical, Dr. Edman ibrings vividly be" 
turned unto Him and ,to believe to the saving of the soul. fore ',the reader si·tuations ·in which our Saviour nian-i­
Election, does not determine !the- extent of missions 'but fested forth His Divine ~lory, wisdom and mi'g'ht, as well 
the resu,lts of it.- We are to preach to 'every creatu,re ibe- as His manly courage. To behold Him a's He moved 'among 

'. cause 'God ha's commanded, and 'because it ,pleases Him men is to love Him, and to be inspired' to live for H-im. 
to 'save sinners by the foolishness of preaching. We be- The author has thus -expressed ,his'purpose: ".suppose we 
Heve more eleCtion than the Anti-mission Baptists. We walk among Christ's fellow countrymen and obs'erve-Him 
believe that God elected means of ,s'alvation a'S well as and them, as we trace the old ando wondedul 'stories re­
persons 'to ·salvation. He did not choose to save .sinners '. corded in the early ehapters of Mark's Gospel. . Suppose 
apart from the gospel ministry. Rom. 1 :16. we seek to ,put ours'elves into evei:y situation, Usten to 

·E,lection 'giVes 'a -sanenes-s to evangelism that ,is greatif every converslition,' observe every attitude, analyze every 
needed today. 'It 'recognizes that sinners "'believe tihrou·gh motive, weigh' every act, to the end tha·t we learn some 
grace" (Acts 18 :27) and that while Paul may ·plant .and of life's'-lessons, little and lar·ge, elementary and ad­
ApoH0'8 may water, 'God giveS,the increase. 4rmitdan- -vanced, common-place and. complicaJted. Therein we can 
ism has had its day among·Bapti'sts and what ha·s it done? learn to .Jive." (-page 12)'. . 
I't has given us man-power, ibut ro'bbed us'of God's power. Dr. Edman's writings are of a deeply devotional char­
It has increased machinery but has decre8.'8ed :spiritual- aeter, in'Spiring to the' mind ·m.d heart of the ibeliever. 
ity .. It has filled our churches with Ishmaels' 'instead .of 'Dhis volume will brin'g Ibles'Sing to alI who peruse its 
Isaacs 'by its m'inistry of "sob stuff" and Wilflh the meth- pages, and are. wiUing to follow the example of our 
!Ids of the "counting house". beloved ·Saviour.-Dr. O. L. Clark. 
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Why Dis.crim.in-ation? 
SOME SIDE~llIGHTS. ON THE CANONIZATION OF POPE PIU:S x. 

THE New Testament -knows nothing of a '~·sin'gular It has "been pointed: out tha:t the Maid of Ol"leans was 
JSaint': Ibut of "'saints" in the plural, for 'are not aU' one of the greatest Protestants' of 'all time,· ,since she 

Christians "called to 'be ·saints"? The word includes "the . insisted to the end' on her right to intel'pret ~er "visions" 
blessed company of all faithful people." "It is . in this according to her private j,udgment, ~nd since it was the 

. sense that certain R's'semblies of 'Chri-stians style them- Church of Rome and not the Enghsh who burned her 
selves, . perha.ps ra;ther exclusively, though not 'Without at the ,stake on 'May 31.st, 143'1: '. . 

'Scripture, as "saints." . 'Yet, only a generatIon afte~ hIS death In 1914, a Pope. 
The Ohurch of. Ireland P,rayer Book Calendar recog- has been exalted to this highest-'J"onour which his 'suc-

nizes only the "Red' Letter" or New"Testament Saints, cess or a~d namesake can b~tow!-.WhY? . 
with the add'ition -Of the National-Apostle, St. Patrick; ,We do not ,deny,that, :smce·1fhe .ReformatIon, the ~orf 
while the ·Church. of Engla'ndJ recogn'izes with Collect, als of the Papacy have Improved. A~ter the C?UnCl 0 

Epi'stle and Gospel, only those same Bible 'Saints. 'Other Trent, when'th~ Roman Chureh set Its house m orde:, 
"Black Letter" -Saints, including "St. ·George" and ~~ere have certamly ;bee~ no ~or~Uy ,bad Po~e8. B.ut ~h'l's 
"Charles, King and Martyr," are U~'ted in the English 9ounte~ Refo~~tlOn! as It, IS called, has COIn~,~edl 
Calendar only for purposes of 'datmg documents and ~l~h a great declme m Rome s ~mporal. 8;,nd poh~lca 
recognizing certain 'b"istol'ical 'anniversaries. Such' is claIm'S a~d. 'a trem~ndous advanc-«: m 'h~r .sPl~tual cla11m~ 
the attitude adopted by two wings of p.rotestantism '10- A~ter the end of the Wa~s of Rehglon m the ~ 
wards "the Saints" century, whe}l ,the Pope had to seek Protestant AllIes 

. . . . a;gainst "The 'Most 'ChrIstian King" of France, there 
- The a~t'itude of the C.h-?reh. of Rome IS, of. co.urse, 'settled down upon all the Churehes the .grea't 'sleep, whiCh 
~as~IY dlff?,rent. If "sJ)lrltuahty" .b~ ch'aracterlstlc of "is the 18th century. 
samthood, she asks, h~s any Oh-rls'tlan body produced But in the 19th century, when a siron'g and anii-clerical 

.so noble a~ al1llY of 'samts '(and martyrs) as herself? reaction had! set in after the French Rev()lution and the 
Whe~ den~m~' mp~t stre~uou~ly that Rome has any mono,- Napoleonic Wars, we 'See a number of spiritual demanda 
poly m samthnes,s no fal,r-n:unded Protestant would deny -made 'by Rome on the credulity of its members which 'she 
that Rome 'has . nu~b~red ~n ,her ranks those who are would never have dared to make in. the hey-day of the 
"caned to be salpts," '/.n 8P'tte of, though not because of, M'ddl Ages .-
thei~ Roman~8m. So sturdy .. a Puritan as C. H . .spu~g,:<>n , ~ :unQred yeam a'go (1854) 'bhe ImmaculaJte Concep­
admltt~d thl~ when travelhng ~mong the _Augustiman tion of'the Virgin M'ary was decreed at a time when 

. mo.qks m SWlt~erJand. But w~ obJe~ strongl,Y to 'the man- Eu,rope was ··stin reeiing after 1848, 'the year of 'Revolu­
made. method of manuofacturmg .saInts WhIch Rome has tions." SixteE!n years later (1870) the InfaUi'bility of the, 
adopted. Pope was declared, when his temporal powel'S h'ad been 

'. Apart from such manifestly deceitful fabrications as 8th'a'ken to their 'fciund'ations by the recent 'Unification or 
"St. Bonus Latro," which is simply the Latin for ",Good Italy and Germany, two coun'tries which .. his predecessors . 
Thief", or' "1St. Veronica", which means "'T,rue Picture" had laboured for centuries 'to keep disunited. Nearly'four 
in the same language ..,- and is the name given to the years ago (1950) the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
unknown woman who is ,said to have obtained! a "True Mary was made an Article 'of Faith, 'it being a natural' 
Picture" of our Lord 'by wiping Hi,s faee with a fowel coronary to her "miraculous" entry 'imo Ij;ohe world that 
on the way 'to Calvary-there is a great deal of dishonesty 'she should h:ave left it no less miraculously. At this time 

• albout th~ "business" of Canonization. the 'shadow of the Hammer and SiC'kle was falling acros's 
If ever there was a ":Saint" in the accepted sense of 'the "Seven HiHs, and it was even rumoured that a new 

th~ .w~rd it was surely Bede, who gave us 'some of our generation -migh't live rto see 'an American Pope pontifi­
oldest EngHsh versions of the Bi'ble, yet after twelve cating not from the Tiber Ibut from across the Atlantic. 
-hundred years he is 'still only "the Venerable"--'a mere To-day we ·see the 'same Red threat to Roman ·Oatholi-, 
Archdeacon! .our awn English King Alfred, "Engl-and"s ciosm, however muGh we may deplore it for ~he rest of 
Darling" andJ"the'Truth Teller,"has hitherto been refused profes'sing Christendom; and we wonder whether"the re­
canonization 'because he was denied the eccentricity of cent canonization on 'May 29'th, 1954, of .the Pope who 
'Working miracles! PersonaUy, we ,prefer to have both died ,soon after ·the outbreak of the first World War 'is 
the sturdy Northumb-rian and -the Godly Man of Wessex not another last m"inute attempt to Ibolster up Rome's 
that way, but it 'seems a. trifle un{a'ir! If there 'are to failing fortunes. The 'tremendous publicity,given to the' 
be saints "made" why . not make tol\e 'saintly ones instead extensive and ex'pensive campaign }or Beatification and 
of the dubious arraY'against whom "the Devil's Advocate" Canonization cannot 'but enhance the reputation of the 
has not 'been able to lodge a cO'rhplaint? For we must ·re- Ohureh of Rome for 'showmanosh'j,p and salesmansmp. 
mem'ber that ·this Accu'ser General is appointed to "chalk No mo,re need be said, except to record the. true story 
up a ,black oUst" against every candidate for canonizatio~. of the ninety-five year old Iri-sh' Roman Catholic Bishop 
Tlhis being so, w.e 'som~imes marvel at those who have of KiHaloe who remarked, concernin'g his one meeting 
got through hi-s meshes and those who have not! with St. Pius X; "I remember it 'well .... 1 i~ediately 

Why should, for e~ample, Joan of Are, the. stainless 'fixed on him 'as a -Sa'int." Did 'he "pick a winner"? or 
Maid of F,rance, "have had to wan nearly five ,ihundred was he just ·being "wi'se after the event"? We. should not 
years to 'be "called a Saint" by the Church which burned ii-ke to hazard a guess, ,but we recalll that Bishop Daniel 
her, while Pope Pius X "got ,through" in ~or.ty years? M'annix, an old friend of tihi,s magazine, oyvas amon'g the 
Your answer i·s as ,good as mine, but it "ma'kes you think" Bishops appointeli' by th·is "I!ingular Saint"! -D. 
all the same. -The ChurckmOIl/,'B Ma.ga.zine. 

- I 

,. 
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Separation or :Compromise.? 
(7'he following Editorial appea1'ed in "Eva,ngelical Action", the officictl 01'yan 
of the Bible Union of Australia. The teaching set forth is especially va/·uable in 

view of the observance of the so-called "B1'otherhood Week"--'-O.L.C.) 

RECENTLY there was held in 'the Temple Beth Israel, 
. Melbourne, what was' styled an "unusua·l service", 
and such it surely was. Membel'S of the ,Collins St. Inde­
pendent Church' combined with 'those of the Liberal Syna­
gogue in a united 'service, entitled "Brotherhood Through 
Music;'" The Temple choir sang ancient Jewi'sh ,songs, 
mostly ,the P.salms, while 'the Independent choir sang the 
23rd P.salm, a hymn, and an anthem.. This was supposed 
to exemplify the 'sp'irit of 'brotherhood. It is indicative 
of. a very prevalent at~itud'e today. We have heard of the 
Ra!bbi from this same 'synagogue 'addressing a Presby­
terian Men',s Fellowship .. 'The 'spirit of eo-operation is 
in the air. 

In the same spirit the World Council Df Ohurches offers 
• a doctrinalba's1s v/i'gue enough and with 'such wide 'Hber­

ties of intel'preting it tha:t al'Jllost any except 'hones't 
Unita,rians can enter. But even avO'wed Uni'tarians are 
not excluded frDm some Christian circles. Reeently we 
had the instance in MelbDurne Df the Unitarian min'ister; 
the Rev. VictDr James,-being the guest ,speaker at the 
VictDrian PrDtestant FederatiDn CDnvention. SO' the Jesu­
itica,1 maxim tha't "the end justifies the means" has en-

'-tered PrDtestant circles. In the name O'f un'ityand CD­
Dperation peDple gO' to' all lengths, -being prepared to' com­
prDmis'e to' advance their cause, and -sacrifice principle 
Dn the altar Df expediency. ' 

Th.ere 'has always -been 'that "temptatiDn. Bu,t the ,peD­
pIe Df GDd have Dften 'been prepared to' stand true to GDd 
and refuse to' cDmpromise. Such was the ca'Se when the 
Samaritans Dffered to hel,p the returned captives in the 
rebuilding Df the Temple 'in Jerusa;}em. It would have 
see~ed they needed all the help they cDuld' get. Yet they 
stDut1y refused thi,s offer 'and turned it down pDint blank,. 
with the wDrds, "Ye have nDthing to' do with us to' Ibuild 
an hOUSE: ·imtD Du,r God, but we O'urselves tDgether will 
bui,ld untO' 'Ilhe Lord 'God Df Israel" (Ezra 4 :3). NDdDUbt 
their attitude wDuld be caHed narrow, and 'bigDted, and 
intolel'arit. Yet it wDuld have Ibeen well if the Ohurch 
h~d always acted upon 'it, instead Df,sO' Dfiten seeking the 
'help Df unbelievers and ,the ungO'dly to' further the Kfu.-g­
dDm Df GDd. There are 'gDDd grDunds fDr 'such an 
attitude. 

The Command of Go"d 

God 'had caJ.led Albraham DUt Df the idDlatry Df Ur Df 
the Ohaldees, and he had charged his child,ren to make 
nO' marria'ge 'alliances with. t:he wicked inhabitants of 
Canaan. Hi'S descendants, the Is-raelites, had heen 'sepa­
rated frDm Egypt, 'and they, :tDD, , were fO'rbidden ''10' 'af­
filiate wit'J:t the CanaaniteS:. They were called to' 'be a 
peculiar peDple, separated frDm idolatry, and Hving hDly 
lives. So GDd 'gave them Ins cDmmandments and hedged 
them rDund 'with many regulations wMch- S'hDUld have 
helped to keep them separate. M'any Df their laws were 
desi'gned to' emphasize th-eir distinctiveness. The fDDd 
laws, for example"were not Dnly fDr health rea'SDns, hut 
to mark them as a pecu,liar pecple. 'Their wDrship, ,tDD, 

made them different. ' 
ThDse commands were given when they entered the 

prDmised land. SDme might hav.e argued: "Times are dif­
ferent. It's' a long time since the d;:jys Df 'MDses and 
Joshua. Things have changed." But a cDmmand Dnce 
given remains in fDr.ce till repealed. And that had not 
ha,ppened in the days Df Ezra. Of course, 'God a'bDlished 
the ,ceremDnial laws by their fulfilment in the wDrk Df 
Christ, which they prefigured. And God declared the 
food laws to' be abolished in the visiDn Df Peter. And. 
there were laws ,specially adapted :to' 'tJhe civil 'state Df 
Israel whEln a natiDn in the la'nd Df Palestine which are 
not 'applicable too ev&y circumstance in Dther natiDns 
tod'ay. Yet the principle, still remains. The peDple O'f 
God must :be 'separate f,rDm the wDrld. 

But 'some might say, "'The Samaritans were not heath­
en. They had sDught to' be instructed in the knDwledge Df 
,the true God, and nDW prDfes'sed to' seek the Lord, as ·did 
the retur.ned captives." HDwever, it was a mere Dutward 
professiDn. A,s the inspired writer O'f 2nd King,s puts it: 
"T.hey feared t'he Lord, and 'served thei,r own gDd-S." So' 
tDday we get !l'Ilany who ,prDfess to' hDnDur God. \ "Are' we 
not seeking ,to' serve GDd a'S YDU are ?'~ ,t,!l:ey say. "We 
may nDt accept Y'Dur creed, we may no't he ,DrthodDx in 
doctrine, but can we nDt CD-operate in advancing the 
Kingd-om Df God?" The 'bel'iever must' 'be careful nDt -
too be ensnared'by 'such a plausi'ble prDfession. The WDrd 
Df Good still stan d-s , "Be ye nDt unequally yoked 'together 
with unbelievers.'! • 

The Experience of the Past 
The 'histDry of lsrael is full of glaring examples Df 

the 'sad cDnsequences which cDmefrom cDmprDmise. Lot 
chDse the well-watered ,plain Df J Drdan, drifted intO' 
SDd()m and "gDt mixed up in ws l'ife, and 'the fatal and 
degrading CDnsequences Df that "false step a,re well known. 
ThebDok of Judges is 'a continuDus account Df CDm­
promises which ,led to' cDrruptiDn, then punishment, 'and 
Dnly When there was repentance did GDd deliver. The" 
histDry Df t'he NDrthern ~ingdOlIIl fDllDwed similar lines 
,tBI ad; last the peop],e were carried away. T,he great lessDn 
taught was that GDd'-s people cannDt comprDmi'se with' 
impunity. Yet Judah 'did nDt ,learn the ·les'sDn. Many 
Df the kings Df Judah- fDll-owed 'a similar CDurse. SDme Df 
us still remember the a.nswer of Dr. T. T. Shields to' the 
ql\estiDn a:t 'a meeting in MelbDurne: "HDW dO' YDU ac­
CDunt fDr the presence Df gDDd men in :the W.C.C., i.f it is 
'So' bad?" He 'ins'tanced the case O'f J ehoshaphat,a gDDd 
king in many respeets, :but whO' jDined wi'th wicked Ahab 
and brDu'ght a curse u,pDn his family and his p.atiDn. 

'The Bi'ble i,s fuB Df warnings Df ,t.he'danger Df CDm­
prDmise, and relates the 'sad resuIts which flDW from such 
a 'policy. And Ithe 'hi'story O'f !the Ohur,ch "since teaches the 
same lessons. Whenever there has :been dali'iance with 
the wDrld, wherever principle ha's heen abandDned, then 
the Chui'ch 'has been 'shDrn Df ,her strength Dr corrupted 
by iniquity. 

The, Promises of God 
The cDmmand of God 'S'hDUld be enDu'gh to' cDmpel abedi­

ence. The many examples Df 'the fDlly. Df diso'bedience 
ShDUld enfDrce His CDmmand. But GDd very graciDusly 
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encourages obedience 'by backing His commands with 
promises. While God could enjoin ohedience by Hi,s sov­
ereign fiat, 'and men ought to O'beyapaI'lt from any hope 
of rewa,rd, yet ,God ha's !bee,n pleased to give promises to 
His people .. 

When God called Abram to a life of 'separation He 
promised to bles's 'him and make him a blessing. That 
promise was renewed to his descendants. Wh'en God 
separated the Israelites from Egypt He gave them prom­
ises in connection with the -land to which lie led them. 
Some of the Ten Commandments had promises attached 
to them when gIVen at Sinai. FuTlther promises were 
added 'and repeated 'late'r. Whim the prophets called' the 
people hack to God they conveyed the assurance that God 
would bles's them. Jeremiah, I while predicting the cap­
tivity, had foretold the return after 'seventy' years. 
Hag,gai, when encouraging the returned captiv~s to re­
build the Temple, had, 'a'ssured them that it wouJd be 
rebuilt and fiIled wii'h the glory of. the Lord. 

.so these faithfullbuilders in the d'ays of Ezra had this 
promise of God on whjch to rely. Some mi'ght try to dis­
~ourage them Ibysaying, "You'll never get it finished 
'by yourselves. You'd bet:Jter ta'ke the heIp offered or ·the 
whole will fail." But that 'Wouid n'ave been to doubt GOO. 
Rather would they abey His command and trust His 
prom'ise. , 

And when 'God caHs us to 'Walk the lonely path of sepa­
ration, and we have 'gat to make sacrifices for Him, it 
may he we get discouraged. But He has given us rich and 
precious promises. W,hen 'He' 'saY's, ",Come out from 
among thein and be ye s'eparate .'. .. and touch not the 
unclean thing," He adds, "I wiH receive you and be a 
F'athe'r unto you, and ye shall ~be My 'sons and daughters." 
Could any "promis'e be sweeter than that? So, in these 
days of defection, when many voices call us to comprom­
ise by co-operating with those who are opposed to- 'God 
and His truth, let us s:tand resolutely, and work faith­
fuUy, and fight manfully, trusting in God's Word ,that 
He means what He says and will do a11 tha't He has 
'promised. -W.R.McE. . 

Attention: . 

PROSPECTIVE MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES 

PLAN TO ATTEND 

Toronto Baptist Seminary 
Commence your Training NOW in a BAPTIST 
institution which for over 25 years has sent 
forth men and women well, prepared in heart 
and mind. , 

President: DR. T. T. smELDS 

Training is Scriptural, Evan~ljcal, Sc.hol~rly 
Degrees in Theology No Tuition Fee 

Enlarged Faculty - Re-organized Courses 
- Evening Classes - . 

Send for copie8 of new Illustrated Pr08pectu8 

For information, write: 
The Registrar, Toronto Baptist Seminary 

337 Jarvis Street, T~ronto 3, Onto 

" 

TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY 

The following fine editorial' appeared in a recent issue 
of The Sunday School Time8: 

WHY SPEND TIME IN TRAINING 7 
For more than tihir.ty years the argument has been heard 

in ,some quu.ters thaJt since "the time is shoN" it is ulJlWise 
.and unnecessary for young people 11;0 spend time in getiting 
a solid, education !before ,going oult. as foreign missionaries or 
entering Ohristian work 'aJt home. IA. very ,good -Hlustra'tion, 
wlhich effectively answers this 81l'1gumen't, i§l 'given in the 

,!booklet, "ISO . . . You Are "Going To Be a !Missionary," 'by 
Robert G. Burns, d~utation director of !the As'sociation of 
B,aptists for World EvangeH'SIffi.*. "A young Bible schqol 
student," 'writes Mr. Burns, "after ,hlllVillJg been enrolh~'d. for 
about six months, informed' tihe dean that /he fellt no ,need of 
further training. The Wise dean did not 'leCture 1Jhe !lad, bu't 
asked 'him to think jt over for a couple of days !before leav­
ing. The next day It1he dean asked the lSame youn'g man to 
chop ,some wood for his f.~replace. After he ha'd iWorked for 
a wanJ.e the young man took !tihe ax to il!he dean complaining 
that i,t was ,too'dulI to cut the wood properly. The dean agreed 
with him and Ithen invited him into 'his office for a few mo­
men'ts. Speaking kindly to 'the young man, :the dean said 
that he had ,purposely placed 1Jhe duH 'ax !by the ~o'd.pHe to 
try 'to dissuade !him from leaving school. Puz~led, :tihe studenll;' 
as'ked, ~H()w could Ithat possibly 'have any !bearin'g on 1ihe 
question of my leawng SlChool? The dean replied, 'Regard­
less of the qua:l!ity of it/he steel, no tool ,can be effective unles's 

, it 'has been sha1'lpened. 'I'he same is 'true of ou,r lives as 
tools in God's han'cls. God raised up tihis school as the Wheel ' 
upon which He lJll~ght sharpen 'some of His tools for more 
effective service. He can: use a sharp 11;001 more effectively 
than one thaJt is dult 'ProlQalbly very few ,e~erience'd. mis­
sionaries o.r IChIiSltian !Workers at 'home will say tihaJt they now 
thin'k :they spent too mulCh time .in preparation for Christian 
work today is so hard and' exacting, and the pr()ib1ems are 
so varied, that one needs 'alI ltihe preparation. !he can get. 

*1310 'SChaff IBldg., 1505 IRace 1St., ·Plhi'ladelphia'2. 

'Toronto Baptist Seminary, ,a thoroug.hly Evang,elical 
Baptist School, is well worthy of your confidence. Those 
upon whom the Lord has laid' His 'hand for service will 
find adequa'te .opportunity for developing 'all the quaHties 
of m'ind 'and, heart which tlJ.e Lord Himself -ha,s hestowed 
upon them by His grace. -It is not too soon to prepare for'the coming Fa-ll Term, 
and we-, would urge all who are interes:ted to ma'ke en­
quiries concerning the detaHs of the', courses. Ministers, 
teachers and counsellors wou,ld do well to direct the at­
tention of likely 'Chri,stian young people to the call of the 
Lord for labourers, and 'to the advantages of training 
'in a distinctive Baptist 'Seminary, which is true to ,the 
Word of 'God, wh'iclt 'has the spiritual point of view, and 
which aims to send forth 'men and 'Women a's"s'kHIed- work­
men into the Master's vineyard. Write now for your 
copy of the Prospectus, addressing enquiries to The 
Registrar, 'Toronto Baptist'Semi,nary, 337 'Jarvi'S Street, 
Toronto 2, Oanad'a. ' , 

-D.L.C. 

MERCY 

Mercy, Jj'ke -the regions of 'space, has no limit; and as 
these stretch away before the traveler who looks out from 
the fa,rthest star,so the loftiest intellect and ,the largest 
heart can descry no !bounds 'to mercy. ,Uke our Fa.ther in 
heaven, we are to forgive ,without s,tint, forgiving as.. we 
expect to Ibe forgiven. . ' ' . 

-GUTHRIE 
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For Younger Readers 

WHEN ,MARNEY WENT TO LAUREL COTTAGE 

Marney was, so 'ousy ar-ran'ging ,the flowers that she. 
didn't no'tice that the snoring had stopped. 

"Why are you doing that, child ?" 
Ma,rney felt her heart jump ,almost into. her, mouth. 

'Marney clutched her packet of tracts -a little tighter. "Oh~I-" she !began, then stopped. ' 
Softly she tiptoed up to the old lattice 'gate. Screwing IThe Widow was leaning. ,forward on' one el'bow. TwQ... 
her eye u,p to a hale in the gate, she -peered into the big tears were trickling down her. cheeks. "I've been 
shadowy stillness of Widow Withers' garden., Try as she watching you for a long time, Httle ,girl. I just pretended 
might,' she couldn't see the cottalge. She knew it'lay to !be 'asleep because I wanted to see what you wer,e up 
hidden behind those huge; dark hedges. She knew, 'too, to.,,' , 
that hardly anyone had seen it ,since the day the Widow M·arney rulW,ed her eyes. Could this' kind voice really 
shook a broom 'at Mrs. Rowlans and dared her to come belong to tiie cranky Widow,..? sp.e wondered .. 
back again. The Widow reaehed out a long,,,thin arm. "Come closer, 

Marney rememberel;l how upset everyone was. ',It was child," s'~e said, "and tell me why you cam,e." 
then that folks decided there was nothing for -it but to Marney let the 8.rm circle her waist; Dropping ,to her 
leave the Widow alone. Everyone.in Lanceville had tried knees beside the couch, 'she looked into the watery grey 
to Ibe 'friendly to her ,since the day 'she moved into Laurel· eyes. A great sorry feeling swelled up in her chest. "I'll 
Cottage. But Widow Withers just didn't li'ke people. tell you, Mis. Withers, I'll tell you why I came." 

Marney toyed with the latch. It wouid f~ll to her lot 'It all tumbled outJn a' rush, 'all about the Tract Packers 
to 'have the Widow on her tract route. Should\she go in? Cluh. "And, ju'st think," 'she finished., '~I might meet 
It looked so spooky----'and who was' ,to know if she 'had someone in heaven who took the Lord Jesus· for his' 
been.in or not? Sav,iour throuogh reading one of our tracts." 
. Then Marney ·remem:bered wha't 'she had promised when. 'The W-idow did·n't say a 'W'~rd: Spe jus~ ·started and' 
she joined the Tract Packers' Clu·b. She had, promised stared. 'At last her lips ibegan:to move. "Sally," she whis­
the Lord Jesus and the club members ithat she would pered, "Sally, can you ever'':(orgive ~e? You were r.i'ght 
faithfully distribute tracts to every home along t'l1e routes' and I was wrong, Sally. This life isn't all that matters . 

. appointed to h~r. "And that means going right 'up to the. You . were right to ,go out to tell those heathen the way 
house and ringing the door-bell," ,she· told herself ina to Heaven. I should ,have helped you, Sally, instead of 
scoldin'g whisper. ' being so cruel." Her voice trailed off. .... 

- A few minutes later, Marney crept up1tbe ·sha'bby steps 'Marney gripped the ed'ge of the couch, and waited. 
of ·Laurel Cottage. She couldn't hear a thing but the The Widow shut her eyes. "Oh, God," she 'breathed, 
thumping of her heart. At the door, 'she stood still and '~be merciful to me a sinner." I 

listened. What was that? A low, rumlbling 'sound came A 'sharp knock on the door sent Marney running. Cau­
from 'behind the door. M~rney listened harder. There 'it tiously ,she opened it a crack. '~Oh! ,j,t's' you, Mr. Post-
was again. Yes, somebody wa·s'snoring. maJ;l," 'she gasped. 

All of a sudden Marney felt Ibraver. Snoring was such "Sure it"s me, .and.I'v.e "brought 'a special delivery'l~tter 
a homey sound. Tiptoeirlg to the little window near the for Mrs. Withers. I'S she in ?" 
door, she :looked in. "O-h, the pOOr'thing, ,she ma-st !be" "Who is it, child?" called the'·'Yidow. 
sick." She could see the Widow lying in a rumpled heap '" .,'. . 
of blankets on a couch. Her white hair straggled ·across It s the ·postman, and he ·says lJe ha·s a speClal dehvery 
her thin face. :Some di~y dishes were on the floor' let~eTrhfor YOU

t 
.". I U "Sh ·tt· b It 

'beside her. ' , . e rpo~.~a~-a . e~~er~.. ~ '!a·s Sl In~, o· up-
, W.ithout' stopping to think, M"arney quietly tried the rlS'ht ·now. BrIng,hlm -!D, b~mg hIm In at once. 
~oor-kD()b. The next minute 'she found herself standiJ;l'g Marney opened the d!>o~ WIde. , . . 
inside Laurel Cottage. She h'ardly dared to breathe. But The postman ed'ged in. "'Sorry 'to distul'lb you, ma'am, 
the Widow went right on snoring. Ever"so quietly Marney but this letter has come a long way by the dooks of the 
tiptoed over to the rusty old stove. It was cold. She peered forei'gn postmark.'" , . ~ 
into the woodbox. It was e,mpty. Then she remem'bered W.ith a cry that rang all through the ,'cottage, the 
a little pile of 'twigs and 'br~nches' that she 'saw under a' Widow pounced 'on tlJ.e letter. .F.ev,er,i'shly she studied -the: ' 
tree just outside the door. In a ,minute she was out and envelope. ,Then with quivering fingers ,she ripped it· 

. back again with 'an armful. 'open. At last with a little si'gh ·she··s~k Iback' on her pil-
A little thrill of joy ran through her as she watched the low. "0 God; can it be true ?" , ' 

ftames 'grow brighter and· warmer. Fming the 'kettle, she The postman 'shifted from one foot to the other. "If 
put it-on the stove. . you',ll just sign for it, ma'am, I'lr~be 'getting along." " 

N:~t, Marney'looked 'at -the sink. If she could, only get. The 'Widow sm.iled."Yes, I'll'sign for it, :but piea,se ' 
that awful pile of dishes done 'b~fot:e the Widow 'should don't ·go yet, I want you to hear my good news. She 
wake up. As quietly as she could, 'she started sorting and looked at Marney. "Ohild, God 'sent you to me today. I 

, stacking. had a little girI just Uke you, om;e. ·She loved God, too. 
A .'little later :Marney looked ·a:rouna the room in sur- \ And 'she was always telling people about the Lord Jesus. 

prise. R mU'st be that the 'Lord waa really helping her. Thep she grew u'p ·and one day .w~nt right aw~y~ndlef,~ 
All those. dishes were done, and 'the, Widow was stillenor- me. She. went all the ,way to AfrIca to'.be a 'IIllSSlonary. 

, ill'g: "QuIckly 'she graiMled the broom and 'swept up the The Widow paused, and her, eyes lpoked sad. "I wa's 
dust. Now ahe would make the tea, and maybe even get angry," ,she went 'on" "very angry. So 'angry ·that I told 

-some flowers for the ~Ie. - my Sal,ly never ~ write to me or see me ,agaip. IShe kept . 

',1 

, -, 
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on writing---lbut-.but I 'burned the :letters wttho:ut eV,en ;too muCh upon the !prieSt ,(2 Kings 12:3). and When Je'hoiada 
opening them! For years 'I have hated God and hated the died. Joash 'Was not strong enough :in !himself to IWilf;hstand 
h ~"'h f k' S 1,1 "Sh eli d t tihe pressure of the wicked princes of :his .realm (verses 17-, e..,L en or ,ta mg my a ~y. e stopp ,an a grea 19). We dare not ,trust the sweetest frame; we'muSlt lean 
sob shook her, wholly upon Jesus' name (2 Cor. 10:12-18; Gal. 6:4). 

Marney loked at the postman. He !bent his head, and ' 'I1he wicked ~practices winch Queen Athaliah had a1:lowed 
a big tear 6pl~hed on to the toe of bios boot.' (2 Kings 11:3; 2 Ohron. '22:2,3) 'Were still carrie4·on during 

'~Oh, I 'have 'been a wic'ked woman," wailed the Widow. 'the mgn of Joa8h. The young king seems to have condoned 
"B t G d h k to I .' k d f 'd't d' ,the heathen rites 'WhiCh were carrieCl on in groves and on the u 0, 'as spo en me. waS'SIC an a ral '0 Ie. hills (1 Kings '11:7; 14:23; 2 Kings 12:3). This ltendency to 
I as~ed Hi-m if He loyed me to let me know it somehow." idolatry on ;tihe pari; of ,the. Israelites fl'ared' forth again and· 
She smiled at Marney. "Right away He sent you to help a:gain during their'iong lbistory. and this was Ithe sin against 
me and to ten me again th'at God is love. I 'believe Him W'hich:,God had especially warned them ('Lev. 19:4; 26:1,30; 
now, little ,girl. I 'know He has forgiven me." 2 Kings 17:10-13). The Christian, too, is 'Warned 'against 
_ M'arney, wanted to dance all around the room, she was. cherishing idols in !his Iheari;; 'the Lord must have ,the first 
- place in his life (1 Cor. 10:14; 1 John 5:21). 
so happy. But S!he kept very quiet in-siead. The temple df Solomon. whiCh !had been in use now for over 

Pressing'the letter to her heart, the Widow went on. 100 years, was in need of Il'epair, and JoaSh ,resO'lved to pro­
"And 'as if that wasn't' wonde~lul enough, He's sending Vide the lunds for 1tbiB' purpose !by :levying taxes. The sources 
my IS~llly home to see me again." . . of income were ;flb.ree:' ,(1) "The money of e!Very one that 

, . paneth the account.'~ This was 'lihe annual offering which 
Th,e fire gave a sharp crackle. Marney .picked up the every man paid ,to Ithe Lord as a 1'ansom for his som, , and 

teapot. "1'11 ma'kesome fresh tea," she said. She didn't. which:in earlier:times w'as used for 'the service of the taber­
want the postman to .see the tears th~t just wouldn't 'stop nacIe ~Exod. 30:11-16). (2) ''The mon~y 'WGljch eaCh man is 
b' . . ' '. set aIt,' refer$g to tlhe reldemption price' which was ~d 

rlmmmg over.. ' 'when any man desired to devote !himself ,or his possesSIons 
!But the 'postman was almo'St· 'out of the door. Just hi~. to the 'Lord •. The amoUnt ,to be' given would be determined 

head came ,through the crack. "Little girl." His voice ae'Cording to the la.w of ithe Lord (Lev. 28:1-8). (3) Volun­
sounded husky. "I haven't darkened 'a church door for tary offerings. The desire of Jow. was a. w~rlihy one. The 
many a,' day but 'something tells me I'll !be see'in1g you in church o~ God ~ould ~e an ap~ropnate b~ding, and should 

, " . , ibe kept m good rep&r, ilhat It ,may ibrmg ;glory and not 
church next ,Sunday. reproach upon ,lilie name and Ithe cause cif the Lord. We 

-The EwngelicaJ, Christian should :love Itbe place wlhere [His honaur dwel~etih. ithe sacred 
_____ place 'Wlhe~ we gather to 'Worship and to serve 'Him (Exod . 

Scatter the Bilble without'S'tint, strew the 'sacred pa;ges 
"thick as leaves in Vallambrosa". Put it in the hand of 
prince anJi peasa'nt, leave it in the waitin1g, room and t'lre 
car,.·give it to the sceptical phiiosopher and the un80phis~ 
ticated child. "In the morning -sow thy. seed, and in the 
evening withhold not thy hand." '&pread the SCriptures 
till they are as universal as ~he light, as a1i~pervading 
as the air, as all-refl'eshing as the dew. 

~C. H. SPpRGEON 

, 

Bible School Lesson Outline. 

29:43; 2 Sam. 7:2; ~ 84,:1-.4). . . . 
n. The Sec:ondPlan: verses 8-t4. 

The firSt 'plan' of Joash did not succeed, because it:he priests 
proved faithless i(Ezek. 34:1-10,. They did not hasten to 
perform Itheir ·task of colleeting tihe money, as Il"equeBted, nor 
did they use tJ:e money for its intended UJSe. God may be 
honoured or dishonoured !by Itlhose who are in charge of the 
finances of a ·churdh. ICarelessnes~ in these matters "hould 
not !be allowed. but all willo 'are in positions ilf Il'esporuiibility 
.howd deal honeStly 'With God and Wiith the people (Rom. 
12:17; 1 Cor. 4:2; lHeb. 13:18), and ;tihus Iglorify God (1 Tim. 
'3:15; 1 Pet. 2:12). . , ' 

The way in which a person responds to a just rebuke for 
his sin is usually an index to his charac'ter (Prov. ,9:7, 8; 
1'3:1). King D8IVid, for example, il"epented immediately, when 
his sin is usually a~ in'dex to !his character (Prov. 9:7, 8; 

First Quarter Lesson 10 March 6, 1955 priests, ihowever; remained stubborn and unrepenltant (2 ____ ...;... _____ ..,... ______________ Ohron. 24:19). They did ndt collect any more money, nor Vol: 19 

OLIVE ,L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) would 'iiliey give to Joash that 'Which had adreakly !been do-
nated. . 

Jehoida, the High Priest, suggeSted a new way 'to raise 
money to ,repair the ltemple. A chest was placed beside the 

Lesson TeXt: 2 'Chronicles 24:"1-14.. altar and into this chest the f~-will. offerings 'Were to be 
Golden Text: "Give unto '!he Lord the glory due unto his, put (M81"K 12:41). The people gave voluntarily (Exod. 35:5, 
, name: ibring an offering; and come into !his courts." 29; 1 ebron. 29:14; 2 Cor. 8:12-15), joyfully (2 Cor. 9:7) and 

THE TEMPLE REPAIRED 

. -Psalm 96:8. generously (2 Cor. 8:7; 9.:6). The 'money was 'taken out and 
I. The FirslPlan: verses 1-7. . c~unted by ,the king's scribe and the officer of tthe 'High 

When Jehu lI!1lew ilhe Ihouse df Ahab, !he also iai'd lhands Priest. The surplus was used to furnish the gold and silver 
,upon Ahaziah, King of Judah, and upon' some of the. princes vessels for;the temple. 
of Judaih !Who 'Were visiting Ith'e King of Israel at tthat time Daily Bible Readings 
(2 Kings 1():11 .. 14). Athaliah, 'tiJie mother of Ahaziah, de- . 
'tel1J1ined ,to avenge 'the murder of her son, and slew, as she Feb. 28-Temple of the Lord: , ...................................... 2 'Kin'gs 11:1-12 
thoug'llt, ,all the members of David's Hne. ,But God Willed March 1-Temple: House of God ..... " ........... 1 Chronicles 29:1,,5 
otherwise. '.lbe infant prince Joash. or Jehoash, as Ihe is Marc'h.2-Temple: Rouse of God of JalCob ..... " ... " Isaialh'2:1-5 
sometimes cal1ed', was salVed'!by!his aUllll;; JehoS'heba, !the wife . March 'S-Temple: House of ithe GlOJ;'Y of God ". Isaiah 60:1-7 
of Jehoiada 'the priest, 'W'ho hid !him :in 'Iihe temple for six March 4-Temple:, House of Prayer' ..... "" .... " ...... : ... " Isaiah 56:1-7 
years. At ,the age of seven he !Was proclaimeld king (2 Kings Marclh I5-Temple: House of Sacrifice .. ,," 2 Chronicles '7:12-22 
11:1-12; 2\Ohron. ~4:1). Joash proved to be a comparatively March 6-Tem'P'le: House of Their Sanctuary 
good king, although he was rather weak. The kings of Israel 2.0hr0nicles 36:1'5-21 
were wicked, without exception, buit some of· the kingS of 
Judah 'Were very ,good kingS. Hke 'Asa. Hezekiah, Josiah and 
others.' I 

The Illig'll Priest J ehoiada o:endered noble service to 1Ih~' 
Lord ,and ito His people. WNle!he lived, hiB !influence was 
strong !for good, and Joash rule'd' weB (Josh. 24:31). Unfor­
tunately, ~ever. ~ frequently happens. the kinrg depended 

, I 

Suggested Hymns 
We ~qve tile place, 0 God. \ 
Glo:rious 'thiIIIgS of Thee are spoken. 
Sw~ i'S the 'Work. 

.. The Ohurch's one foundaltion. 
Pleasanlt are '.lby cow:t;s above. . 
Holy. lHoly. 1H0lyi Lord ~ AlmightyJ 
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