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"COME UNTO M·E" 
, 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preached in" Jarvis :Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Morning, October 24th, 1926 
(IStenogz.8IP'hicaHy Reported) , . .. . 

. ('I1his sermon is taken from our· fHes of Ihiiherto unprinted sermons, and is printed vez'batim as delivered. 
, . Dr. ShieldS has had no opportunIty eitfuer to see or rev.ise it since i,ts delivery.) . . 

"Come unto me, all ye that ialbour and are ,heavy laden, and I wnl give you rest." 
. . . --'Matt. 11 :28. 

"COME unto me, all'ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
·and I will give you rest," particularly the first 

three words, "'Come unto me." And I desire to 'give you 
a very few reasons this morning, in a very 'simple way, 
why everyone ought to come too Christ.- My mes·sage is 
directed, of course,. pa·rticularly, to those who have not 
come as yet; but ,perhaps our simple meditation willI help 
those of you who "have come, to ·rejoice that you are al
read~ Christi-all's. . Nothing, I think, warms the heart 
of 'a true disciple of Jesus Christ li'ke seeing other people 
come to Chri,st; nothing makes ou,r hearts leap for joy 
like hearing t'he old gospel over again, when afresh we 
are made ,to feel. our deep need of Ghrist. 

II. 
This is Hi,s ·irivitation to everyone here, "Come unto 

me." WHY SHOULD WE COME TO CHRIST? Wen, I think 
I willI 'put it this way, first of 'all, because some day He 
will be our Judge. This life is full of sin, this world is 
fuli of wrong-doing; hut some day there is going to be 
a judgment, some day all wrongs wi~l be· 'made right, all 
evils will be jud'ged, all sin wiH lbe 'punished. God i'S 
infinitely pa.tient, He waits a 'long, lon'g time, for He is 
"no-t willing that any 'should periS'h" .. He desires "that 
aU should· Come to repentance"; notwithstanding; He has 
appointed ·a day in the which He will "judge the 'Secrets 
of men 'bY' Jesus Ghrist ·according to my gospel." Jesus 
Christ wHl !be the Judge. Not ,always will He .s'ay., "Come 
unto me"; not always will. He be the gracious, patient, 
persuasive, Saviour ;sOllIle day He wHl 'Say, "Depart from 
me, ye cursed". He will come to be ou·r Judge; \ and He 
will judge us, not as men have seen us to be, but 'as· we 

realily are, for He will judge the secrets of men - not 
merely our words and, our acts, 'but He will jud·ge -us 
·according to the motive'S from which these have sp,rung. 
The whole reCord of our lives will 'be there, ·and He will 
turn the pages,and everyone of us wiH give account of 
himself to God some day. 

I am glad that He is coming. We may patiently endure 
the present with that day in proSopect. But as we desire 
there should 'be law and order in the :State, tbat we should 
have policemen and magistrates and judges, in order that, 
life' and property may, in some tpeasu,re, Ibe secure, so 
surely there ought to 'be a day when aliI wrongs· will be 
judged, when all sin will he ta'ken account of,' and· when 
every man s'hall receive a reward according to the things 
done in the.body, whether they ibe good or evil. . 

!And, mY'dear friends, when that day shall come it wioll 
!be Jesus Himself Who will sit upon .the jud'gment-seat. 
He will know then whether we have reallY' received Him 
or not; everything wili be open to His view, and He will 
Dudge according to the 'gospel. T·hat will Ibe the .rule· of 
judgment. The·'great sin for which everyone of us will 
,be judged, who has committed: it, .will be the sin of re
jecting Christ; for when He comes they are to be pun
ished "who obey not the gospel". How terrible th~t· 
win be, when the Lord Jesus will no longer stand ·knock- . 
ing at our heart',s door, no' longer plead and ,patiently \ 
wait, no longer wooingly say, "Come unto me"! And·, 
when the day of mercy shall be ~nded, and the day of . 
grace is over, and the dl'eadoful day, the indescribably: 
awful day.of judgment shall rome, when H~ Who· was 
crucified, shall be robed, not now in robes of mercy and 
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:of 'gI:ace" hut when He ~hall come 'with the garments 'o~ 
the Judge - what a terrilble day that will 'be! He· will 
sit upon 'the judgment-seat, and all shall be ·gathered 

. before' Him. 
1i"~ Qi;tltlf;eJ 1lJ~bllfir;ll 

. '" 

Because that day i's certainly' coming when to some 
He shall say, "Depart from me," I 'b.eg of you to ,come t() 
Him now while he say'll, "Come unto me." All ou'r diffi. 
culties 'may be settled out of C()urt; our sins may all ·be . 
forgiven if we settle it now. Therefore I give you a,n
ot:b.er reason why we shou'ld come"unto oChri'st, because 
no one else can forgive our sins. ,There would be no 
question, I suppose, no dispute a'bout the fact of sin. If 
.there' is any man ()r womari, ()r 'bOy or girl, here this 
.ni!>rnjng who has 'never sinned, will 'you ·stand. up?, Is 
there anyone here who will dare to say, "I have no sin to' 
for.give"?, We all know.tha't we have sinned; - "All have 
'sinl),ed, '(Lnd come short 'of the glory of God." What are ~ 
we to do about it? Face it we 'must, there is no' escape 
from it, 'sin wil.l have to :be dealt with. Let me say to you 
thaUf there is' one thing·the Word of ~d clearly teaches, 

. allb-

'~~iant-,~~ 
- P'ublished every Thursday for the propagatiOD of the 

Evangelical principles of .the PrOtestant Reformation 
and in defe:u.ce of the faith orice delivered to the SaiDt;s. 
$S.oo Per Y_. ... ..... d Ie .., ~ .. ~. 10. "". Slngl. Copy. 

• 
. IIIIIIw 

T. T. smn,DS 
~.~ 

. MR.l·Jl:SU1!! K. TAM, B.A. (llan.) 
, OLIVE L. «LARK. Pb.D. (Tor.) 

, ... r.Mao. GtJ4 ....... 
"I am not ashamed. of the Saspel of Chrllf."-hmanl 1116._ . .' it is this, that every single sin must be punished '-every 

sin 'mu'st be puni-shed, God could not Ibe just if He were 
to allow the sinner to escape punishment. What would. 
you think of an earthiy judge if 'a criminaI were brought 
before him chavged with sOme offence,and the witnes'ses 
are brou·ght into court, and the criminal's guilt is atb
solutely 'established; . there are eye-wi,tnesses who saw 
him commit the crime, he has 'broken the law of the .State 
~what would be said' of the judge, wh(), iIi face 'of that, 

:,were to say, "1" acquit you"? Why, such a judge 'Would .be 
, removed from the :bench. Shall we ask 'God to do what 

we know .would 'b.e wrong in a human jqd'ge? Wrong must 
be .punished, and he who says the sinner can escape with
out his 'sin being puni'shed, is a man who does~ not know' 
Qod, I do not care who he is. Our -G<ld is a thrice holy 
God. He is "of 'purer eyes than to :behold evil", and can
not "look upon iniquity"; sin i's the ahomina1ble thing 
which He hates, and every sin, your sin, my sin,. must ' 

; be, will be, ,punished. And jf it is not punished in the 
Person of Jesus lJhrist, then you bear y()u'r own punish
ment. There i's no other way. And I say to you there is, 
tnerefore, no on,e -but' Jesus Christ who can forgive our 

. sins. ' 
'You lboys and' girls, you did soine wrong. It ,was a sin 

against mother, or against father; it was a sin of 'some 
sort~ it was wrong. And then y,?U came to mother, and 
she forgave your sin. But 'did you ask God to forgive 
YQu? "Oh no," you say, "I did not as'k 90d to forgive mE\; 
I asked mama·:to forgive me, and when she for-gave me 
i thou·ght it was all right" --mother cannot for-give you; 
she can merely forgive you as your -'mother; ibut the sin 
y()U have committed a'goainst mo~her is committed against 
G<lr\. Dayid comII).itted a 'great sin, and do you remem~r 
when G<ld showed him his sin, :and .. he was brought' to' 
repentance, do you remember what he said? He said, 

- , 
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Therefore, hear His Word this morning: "Come unto -
me", and have your sins forgiven. . 

Then another' word: no one but our Lord" J esU8 can 
give U8 overcoming power. No one ibut Christ Jesus can 
make us new creatures insid.e; no one. else can 'give us 
new hearts, 'and new con!!ci~nces, and new desires, and 
new will power. There is no one else wh() can help us. 
And- even if we could get rid, :by any -means, of all the 
sins of the past, there is no one ibut the Lord Jesus who 
can help us to-morrow --,- hut ~e can do it, -

I ' 

'~He breaks 'bhe power of canceHed siD, 
He sets the prisoner free; 

His blood can make the foulest clean, 
His blood a'Vails for me." " 

Oh, 'boy-s and giris,' young men and women, there is no 
one in ,the univel'se can enable you to the now the boy or 
girl, or ;by and hy the man or woman, or'ultimately the 

, perfect saint in the ,presence of 'God, without fault hefore 
His throne - no one can do that for you but Jesus 'Christ 
Himself. Joining 'the church wi'll riot do it - I !believe 
only those who really believe in -the Lord jesus 'ou'ght to 
'be' cliurch members - but -to go to the church without 
c~ming -to J esu's, will not ma'ke you whole. We mU'st come 
to Christ, poor, lost, undone, empty-handed, - . 

"Nothing in my hand I bring; 
.Simply to Thy cross I cling"-

"Against thee, ,thee only, have' I ·si·nned, and done this ,evil and He will ma!ke us what He 'w-ants us.to !be. 
in thy sight." Ever.y sin is a sin against God; and no And -then may I s'ay this to you too: we -~ould come 
one but God can forgive it; and G.od can forgive it only' ,to Him !because He is the only true Friend. we have; 
through J esu'S Christ, Who "died for our 'sins 'accord'iIig He is the oilly true Lover' of our souls. As we ·gO on 
to the scriptures; and that he was 'buried, 'and that' he' in life, we learn how few people -there 'are . upon whom 
rose' again the /third day according to the scriptures." .' we can really depend. . You thought you 'had a friend; 

-. No, mother cannot forlliye 'you, father ~annot forgive ,but your friend forsook y()U, betrayed you, until. thy and· 
you, the church cannot ·forgive you,. I),O priest or preacher. 'by you 'Wondered whether anyone is t~ue, wqether any

. can forgive you._ "The .. Son of man hath power on earth one knows'how to ,be loyal. There·is One Who is a true 
to fOl'lgive sins"; and if ever that sin of yours jos' forgi:ven, Fl'iend, there is One Who never fails; He is the s'arne 
you will ltave to come to Christ; n() one' else can do it. summer and winter, in the spring, and ''When the leaves. 
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, . 
are' falling - and He will be the Friend of any boy or girl, 'who knows Him, to 'bear witness tor Hini: Do ~u 
girl here. And, do you Know, when you get -to be pld really trustJIim? Would you go. with tBe crowd? Would 
and 'grey-haited', 'He .win be th'e same true .Friend l He you go with the majority? People t~lk a:bout 'l'maJori
does not·chan~. You cali come to ,Him a hundred times . ,ties" to-day, but this great ·and wo·nderful·Book says that 
a' day, 'a,nd He· is never tOO busy to receive you; He never "wide is the gate, and broad is the· way, th~t leadeth to . 
'grows weary of. your c(mling; you cannot exhaust Hi-s . destruction, anq many there ,be, which go in thereat.'.' 
kindness; you cannot draJn His storehouses; He is -the .:~:p.d t~en it says tha.t "'strait is. t~e S'a~e, and· narrow ia 
one true' Friend. .-" .the way, whjch . leadeth unto life, and few 'there 'be that 
. Is there ~nyone .h·ere who does not need a .friend ? Is find it." . . 

· ·,there anyone here who has not needed"a friend? Oh, II. ' 
He bids you come u~to Him'. I have -trusted }lim for a . How . SHALL WE COME UNTO HIM? How 'shall we come 
'great many.years now;· tha.ve given Him v:ery poor s.er- to .Christ? I wonder -if there is anyone here who says, 
vice; I wi'sh I' could begin all over aga~n; I wish I cou~d "Well now, if the. Lord Jesus were standing' a.t· the f,ront 
'go' 'back to .the day . when I first trusted the Lore Jesus, . of the building, and 1· could' joust walk ~down the aisle 

· with 'What I now know, and I 'Wish I eQuId serie' Him ~nd take H.iin by. the .ha.nd, if tl}at is what camili'g to 
through these years all over again .. I think I. could serve ., Christ means, then I thiIi'k.I would come, !because I think 

. Him better - I know I would 'try. Bu·t, no~withstanding ~ c~uld understand 'th'a-t:" " What does ComIni to Chri,st 
all the' faults ap.d f~Uures - and they 'have 'been so· mean? S~rely it' means .belie'Ving what 'the :Loid Je~u. 
many - He has never failed me oilce. Oh, He bas been said. It means' coming, into agreement with Christ, in' 

,"better to me, ten thousand times,. than I deserved; and the first pla·ce. What does' He say? He saY5 that you are' 
everY promise .that . He 'has ever made to r6e has been' ' a great" Bin·ner. Do you believe' that? 'Do' you "believe that 
kept to the letter. I have found it to 'be true, that the. you have "siimed and' oonie short of, the ,glory of God"? 

- Word of·J esus Christ i·s the Wore: of "God, thai cannot' That is exactly' what the Bible SaYSJ . , . 
lie." Oth~r people may say that my Lord Jesus some- And then another thing, do yoU 'believe tliat Jesus did 
times' was' mistaken, 'but I 'know better; other people . actually die. in your "oam and steac[,? that ~he strokes 
may say .that 'He was limited to the knowled'ge' and cir-' that ought to have fallen upon you fell upon' Hilri? that 
cumstances 'of Hi'll time - but not the Friend I have "he was wounded for oUi'trans'gressions, he 'Was bruised' 

. . trusted: He is the iiifinite God, and He fos the Lovet of for, our iniquitjes: the chastisement of OU'f peace was 
our' 'souls. Oh, He is a wonderful Sav.iour; I wish you . u'pon hip!; and with. his stripes we are hel;'led" :- I won
w01;lld come to Him this marnin'g if yo'u h~ve not come; der.1s that punishment? "I wond!!.r how p~ple can get 

.. ' and if you have, I wish you would come again; let us .all . over..'that?~ "He was wounded .for ~our -tra.nsgressions, 
come ,ga"in. . ~ ~ '. he 'was bruised fpr our iniquities: ~he chastisement of 

:Then another reas'on, dear ~riends, and a- very" simple' our' peace ,was upon him; and wi th his stripes we are 
one - I can just give you ,the A.B.C. this morning. An- healed." Is that true? ("Amen!" "Halleluja!h!") I do 
other rea.son why we s'hould come to Him is that.so man,y . not know_ any other gospel .than' that: WhY~ my dear. 
seem to hate, the name of Christ" Jesus the Lord. 011,. young f.riends, it means that the punishment' for your 
there are· so many people who are called Christians who sins has already Ibeen endured 'by Jesus Ohrist; it means 
seem to thi~k -they are rendering the 'World a' grea.t ·ser- 'that He has rendered satisfaction to th'e divine law, "'the 
vice if they can· reduce J esu's Christ .to the level of a man, jU'st for tile' unjust, to bring us to God." And the. monient 
if they can .persuade m.en that--Iie' was)imited in ,His you ac<;ept w.hat t'h~ Lord Jesus did in' your Ibeh~f, ot1'!at 
lmow1edge, that He was limited "in His. power, tha.t He He died for you, that He was' ,buried, -that He' rose again, 

o did not die for our sins. I do not know what ,they think. and that He .is up yonder in l!eaven interceding for you, . 
they are doing, I do not know what service they' think ·the.moment yoti,'say, "I am' a ·sinriet; 'Lord,; God 'be merm-' 
·they. render to men when ,thu-s they minimize my .. Lord ful to 'me a sinner", the 'Lord Jesus' says, "I will ,be ,-re-

. Jesus; 'but because··so many' people do that,·the rest of spons'ible for him, i will be responsilble··for. bios sin." 
us ought -to magnify Him; ,because some people do not "If any man sin, we have an advocate with the.Father." 

"love Him. I feel that I want to. love Him more than ever. 'Of course, if you 'are not a ,sinner, He will not plead your" 
T'hat is a ·grea.t reaSon why we ShouId come ~c1irist .. cause;' ··but t~e moment you say, "I am a sinner," Jesul' 
T spoke to you a few months' ago on that" 'Word of 'His, ,ta'kes hold of that, and immediately begins tQ. 'pray for 
when the multitudes melted away until :by and by the. you. He plead'S your cause; and God anBwers it alway •. 
twelve only surrounded Him - the thousands had all" To come to Christ i·s to ,trust Him... . 
'gone, and He said to the .twelve, "Why d() you not go too? . Then I 'gi'te you this word . ....:. list~n: y.ou have hear4 
Will ye also 'go away,?" .And one'of thems'ai!;l, "No, it a thousand times, but will you'Usten'and hear it to-day 
. Lord, we cannot go, for thou hast the words of eternal as you never heard it hefore - "The word of God is nigh 
'life .. And we believe a~d are sure -that th,ou art t~at thee, even "in thy mou.th, 'and in thy 'heart: that is,'· the 
Chri'st, the Bon of ,the . living God. We will not go." Oh, word of faith, which we preach" -' what is it? -. that 

'when others go, that is all the mQre rea·son why we ~ould if tho,u shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesu8 (or, 
come." "Come unto me," He'said. ..,. Jesus as· Lord) and shalt believe in thine heart that God: . 

Then 'I think all who' come unto Him ou'ght to let the h.ath raised him. from tkedead" - what does it mean?· 
whole world know they have come. If some' Me ashamed '. I think it means that if you helieve in y'our hear-t that He 
of. Jesus, that gives me addi.tIonal reason for not 'bein,g d'ied for you, and He was 'buried, 'and God rai$ed Him 
ashamed of Him; if some forsake Him, then that iii' the from the dead, and you 'Will confess tha.t g·reat truth with 
~ea&on 'Wliy' I . 'should . cleave to . Hi-m; if some de:p.y Him, your 'mouth ~ "-thou shalt. IDe 'saved. For with the heart 
then that gives. 'me an additional reason for canfess:ing ms:.n believeth unto 1"1'ghteousness" - wtth:the -heart,' not 

· Him wherever I go. And, my friend·s.' may 1 reverently . with the head. '~Oh," .$omeone says, "I' do not uudeHtand . 
. say that the Lord Jesns 'n~ed'8 faithful witnesses ,to-day. these thin:gs, 'but my heart goes out to .resus .christ. A . 

I 'Pelieve He wants every man. and woman, evel'Y' 'hoy and woman came 'one' day to join the I church, not tbios church .. 
, . 
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She came before the pastor and the deacons 'applying for. A:NGLICAN CHURCH BUILDING DESTROYED 
church mem'bership, and they asked her abou,t her hope ' BY FIRE ' 
in Christ. S'he had not known the Lord Jesus very long, .one of the oldest church Ibuildings .in Toronto,'the one 
and she did not know very much about the Bible, and she hundred and ten year old Anglican Church of 'St. George 
could not quote very much Scripture. When the pa-stor the Martyr, 'situated at John and Stephanie IStreets, was 

, and the deacons asked her so many question's, some of destroyed Iby fire early Sunday morriing, February 13th. 
them very hard 'que&tions, 'she could not an8lwer them; Situated in a downtown business district, in .what was 
and so the pa'stor very kindly said to her, "W-ell, Sister once a l'esidential section, the histor.ic bunding has re
So-and-So, we think you had better wait a little while: mained the spiritual home of its parishioners through
we are afraid you do not quite under-stand,' you 'had ;bet- out the years; The swootly-toned 'bell in the tower, which 
ter wait a while before you 'come into :the church." Her called the faithful to worship, is now silent, its last call 
~yes filled with tears and she said" "Well, sir, I ca~mot Ibeing a 'soft peal when a 's'tream of water touched it at 
speak for Him,. but I could 'die ·for Hi,n." "Then," he . the hei'ght of 'the fire. The building is a complete loss. 
said, "you had 'better come' into the chul'ch." ,Oh, it i-s The sympathy of THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS i·s ,extended to' 
wit'h the.heart man believeth unto righteou:sness. the minister and his people, who have 'been 'so suddenly , 

lDo you love Him? Whether you can expres's it in an ' and sadly deprived of their church home. ' With daunt
intellectual way or not, do you love Him? If· you really less courage the people gathered in the rectory for .the 
love/Him withal1 your heart, and trust Him, I !beg of you, eveni-n'g 'service. J'arvis IStreet Baptist Church exper.i
. ~ome unto Him. "Come unto me, all ye that la:bour and enced such a disastrous fir,e on March 4, 1938, in similar 
are heavy laden, 'and I will giv.e you rest." . icy weather.' ~O.L.C. 

'Shall we Ibow in prayer: '------ . ( 
o Thou gracious, tender, S8IVi.our of men, we are alI poor THE WEEK-END IN JARVIS STREET 

sinners and nothing at all; but some of us can say, "Jesus 
Ohrist is my 3d1 in mI." We 1Jhank 'l'hee that Thou art still. Rev. George B. Fletcher of Newport' News, Virg.inia, 
inviting men to come to Thee. Wilt Thou not iead many to was the ·guest -speaker for the week of F.e'bruary 7th, and 
'Come tihis morniIl!g? Oh, may the Holy. Spirit !bring m.any hi,s ministry in the Church and ,in the ·Seminary will not 
to the feet of Christ. Just now help us every one to pray 
if ·we ·have never praye(i it !before, "Lord, God, be mercifui soon be forgotten. The wec:;k-end 'services ~o~enced 
to:me a sinner; Lord, forgive an ·my sins; wash me in 1lhe with the Thursday evening BI1ble Lecture on "ChrIst our 
precious blood of 'Ohrist; give me a new 'heart; give me- . Mediator", .ably delivered !by Mr. Fletcher. It 'is printed 

. eternal loife; make me one of ~y children." ~nd w'hen we in this issue of THE GOSPEL WITNESS. . 
thus have prayed, help us to .!beheve Thy promISe that Thou , . 
·hast 'heard us, for "whosoever sihalll cml on tibe name 'of the 'The Saturday nIght Prayer Meet~ng proved an excel-
Lord shaH be saved." 'Save many tibis morning, for Thy 'lent pr~paration for the bleSoSing of Sunday .. The ser-
name's sake.. Amen. vice'S on the Lord's Day were seasons of great inspiration .. 

---. --- . In the morning Mr. Fletcher ·preach-ed on the theme 
REV. JOHN BYERS RESI<;NS 

. At the Annual Business Meeting of Victoria Avenue 
Church, Hamilton, held on Wednesday, J'anuary 26th, 
·Rev. John Byers ·presented his. resignation ·as Pastor, due 
to continued ill-health. It was regretfully and prayer
fi.dly accepted. 

Mr. Byer-s, a native of Scotland, came to Canada in 
1927, and largely ihrou'gh the influence of Dr. S'hields 
was called into the ministry 'and en,rolled in the first class 

, at Toronto Baptist Seminary. His first chargtl was at 
Bethel Baptist Church, OrilIia, where he ministered for 
1'4 years. Under the good hand of God many were saved, 
a fine 'edifice erected and a ,strong ::New Testam-ent church 
esta1bHshed. Mr. Byers went to Hamilton in 1942, and :. 
for 13 years ha's la1boured faithfully, coura'geously facing 
the difficulties w:hichare .peculiar to a ch'urCh in 'a large 
industrial city, He is greatly beloved by his people, and 
':luring the years ;has done a wonderful work for the Lord.' 

The members of the church expres-sed appreciation of 
the s'trong Biblical ,preaching .of M,r. Byers, his faithful
neS's to the Lord and to His people, his kindlines's toward 
the suffering and afflicted, 'as well as his fragrant per
sonal witness to the 'grace of God, especially during ihese 
recent months of physical disalbiUty .. The prayers o~ 
many will attend Ms steps as he seeks 'by rest and change 
to regain hi,s health: 

----O.L.C. 

: Alas, we do not weary God now wi1Jh our wrestlings, 
(i'n'prayer) but with our sins. 

. --.JROBERT MURRAY MCCHEYNE 

"Man',s Only Hope", and the presence of the Lord was 
abundantly manifest when a mother with her two dau'gh
ters and two others oprofes-sed faith 'in iChrist. In the 
evening, Mr. Fletcher's text was, "Ye must be' born 
again". -O.L.C. 
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Jesus Christ' Our God-Man Mediator 
An Address by REV.'G~RGE B. FLETCHER 

Given in J·arvis,Street Baptist ·Church, Toronto, Thursday Evening, February 10, 1955 

"But these are written, that ye might believe that J'esus is ·the Christ, the Son 
of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name."-John 20:31. 

. "For there is one 'God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus."-I Timothy 2:5. 

THE gospel testimony is summed up' in this proposition 
that Jesus· 'is the Christ, the ISon of the living God. 

"Jesus" 'sets forth ·the fact of His true human nature~ 
He was very man of very man. "Christ" sets forth the 
fact of His Messiahship. He was the one of Whom all 
phe 'prophets did speak from Samuel and those that fol
low after. "Son of God" sets forth the fact of His Divine 
nature. Tp.is Name an'd these titles, therefore, set 'before 
u's the One Who in the IScripture is declared to be our 
Mediator. "For there is one God, and one mediator be
·tween God and men, the -man Christ J·esus." As 'Such, 
He is invested with the offices of Prophet, Priest, and 
King in order to bring His chosen to faith, and to 'effect 
. the salvation of His elect. For salvation, as.to the actual 
di'spensation of it, is revealed by Ohrist as a Prophet, 
procured·by Christ as a Priest, .and 'applied by Christ 
as a King. 

I. 
First of all then let u's consider' the FACT THAT CHRIST 

OUR MEDIATOR IS INVESTED WITH THE OFFICES .OF PROPHET, 
PRIEST, AND KING AND PERFORMS THE lfUNCTIONS OF THEM. 
Tbe Scriptures declare that Christ is a Prophet. On one 
occasion subsequent to the day of Pentecost Peter preach
ed, and .spake these word,s as recorded in Acts 3 :22: "For 
Moses truly said unto the 'fathers, A 'prophet shall,the 
Loz:d 'your 'God· 'raise up unto you of you·r ·brethren, like 
unto me; him ,shan ye hear in all things whatsoever he 
shall say unto you. And it shall come to p8lSS, that every 
soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall !be destroyed 
Jrom among the people." He is also declared to be a 
priest after the order "of Melchisedec in Hebrews '5 :6. 
He is likewise set forth as King: "Y~ have I set my kiIi'g 
u·pon my holy 'hill of Zion," Psalm 2 :6. Moreover, the 
Scrij>tu·res ibea·r testimony to His executing these offices 
as Prophet, Priest, and King. 'In 1 ,Corinthians 1 :30, 
we read these word's concerning our relation to Him: 
"But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made. 
unto us wisdom (as a Prophet) and ri'ghteousnes'8 (as a 
Pr.iest, for it is'by His atoning iblood and imputed right
eousness that we are reconciled to God), and sanctific:a
tion and redemption (a'S a King)." He not only. has been 
invested with these office~ for the outworking of God's 
great purpo'se in redemption, but He executes them, and 
manifests both the wisdom 'and 'power of God. 
. ,Again, Christ i's invested with th·ese offices ·aoS is evi

dent from the "title 'that is His, namely, IChrist, 'Which 
means Mess"ia'h. As such -He is God's anointed1 In the 
light of the Old Testa'ment there 'Were three classes -that 
were anointed, as you well know: the ,prophet, priest, and 
king. In 1 Kings 19 :116 we have two ctted in one verse, 
the anointing of a king and of a prophet. 'In Exodus 
29:7 we have the anointing of the priest. All of these 
offices meet in Christ. It· took all 'of them to set forth 
the completeness, perfection, and the excellencies of His 

. glorious Person, and His great Mediatorial 'Work in our 
" .' 

. . 
behalf for the redemption of our poor lost souls. Hence; 
all of these offices meet in Him Who was anointed for 
the execution of them. We read in 'Isaiah 61 :'1: "The 
Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord 
hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek 
(as a Prophet) ; he hath sent me to bind up the broken
heartedl (as a Priest, by virtue of llis ·atonement that 
bring,s pardon 'and peace), to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and the opening of the prison to .them ·that are 
hound (as a King)." And these ministries tha't are His 
as our God-Man MediatOr result'in giving to us "beauty 
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment 
of ·praise for the spirit of heaviness." And again in . 
Acts 10: 38, we read: "How God 'anointed Jesus of Naz
arethwith the Holy Ghost and with poweI:: who went 

. about doing good, and healing all- that were oppresseQ 
of the devi.l; for God was with Him." Moreover, He was 
not a,nointed! with oil as the prQphets, priests, and king.s 
of the Old Testament, but with the Holy 'Gh0'8t, which 
was given unto Him without measure (John 3:34). Yea, 
He was anointed with the oil of ,gladness 'albove Hi·s 
fellows. 

II. 
. Now in ·the second place CONSIDER THE NECESSITY OF 
CHRIST EXERCISING THESE OFFICES AS THE MEDIATOR BE
TWEEN 'GOD AND MEN, Himself 'being -very 'God of very _ 
God and very Man of very 'Man. Seeing He was plea'sed 
out of His great lovingkindnesos to us to 'become our Re
deemer, it was necessary that He should exeCute all of 
these offices with respect to the salvation of His ·people. 
Thi's""is 'evident if we consider jirst of all our state by sin. 
Our 'state by sin is most deploralble in the light of 'the 
Word of 'God. .A!s fallen oreatures weare i'gnorant of 
the way to 'return to God. The sinner's inindJ is blinded, 
his understanding i's darkened, he is alienated' 'and 
'estranged from the Almi'ghty and waiks according to the 
course of this 'World·. He needs Christ as the Prophet to 
come and reveal ,to him the way to the Father, and to 
teach him lfihe way of salvation and life. He needs a 
Divine revelation of truth, and }i'e needs the One Who 
is sent from the F·ather to ,give it. Again, covered with. 
'Shame 'and ·guilt as we are out of Christ, we dare no.t look 
upon the face of God. In view of the total depravity 
that characterizes 'the whole of the nat4-ral man, we need 
Christ as our Priest, .the One W'ho Himself is our aton-, 
ing ·sacrifice, .and will p:lead the merits 'of H.'s atoning 
for .t"he guilt of our souls. Then too, we need Christ ·as 
King .to deliver us from our 'S'ervitude to 'sin, and eap
tivity to ,Satan. He alone can apply the benefits of His' 
atonement :and ma'ke His. people willing in the day of 
His power. Thu's, as a Prophet He ·gives Ught to the 
!blind, as a PrIest He Ibrin·gs forgiveness to the guilty 
and oond~mned, and as a King He manifests His power 
in actually delivering us fro~the deplorable 'state from 
which we could' not deliver ourselves. "If ·the ISon there-
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fore shall make you free, ye shaH he free indeed" (John Who will cut them inro hell for sin. Only Chr.ist as· the 
8 : 36). ' Our Lord declares Himself: :'1 am the .:way (-as Prophet can ena!ble a' soul to see 'himself in ,the light of 
a.,:Prophet) ,_ the_ tru'th (as a ·Priest), and 'the life (-as' a the 'lawi h~liness, .an.d ·justice of God. It is'. not possible .. 
King). His' Kin'88hip i'l manifested in ,this that the Father· fora soul'to 'be saved .until they first realize that they 

., -- . "Hal given, Him power over aij· 'flesh, that he should are lost. ' And when they do, then Chriost as a Priest who 
give eternal life to as many- as thou ·~st given. him" appeared to put •. away sin by the sa~rifice of Himself, 
(:rQhn_17~2)., The. destIny. of every 8OU1iS in' the .hands . will mean everything to them. Nevertheless, the human 
of the Lord· Jesus ,phri·!lt. He i's King. in the :realm of will is. 'so obstinate ·and, perverse, that it wil1 never yield 
creation, ·providenc~, and gr(l,ce (Daniel 4 :85; Romans to the overtures of Divine mercy, even under the most 

, ,,9 :'15). . favorll!ble circumstances. "·The. carnal mind is 'enmity 
: Sec9ncMy, when we conside/the salvation W:hJch \h~ against God, it is not subjeCt tQ the law of God', neither 

-·elect a.remade partakers of, it was necessary that it be indeed. can !be." Except Chri·s·t as King subdue u·s by·' 
~ revealed to them, seein'g they could never discover it of . grace, conquer our stub'born will, ·and. ma~e .. us :. willing 

,themselv~8. Man by' 'searching. cannot find out the Al- in the day of His power, we would go. right on rejecting" 
mighty. Whc;> a~ong u's will stand and say; "It was 'be- the light; preferring our sin to the holineS'S of God, and, 

thIs world .to th·e one to come.. -cause of my intelligence, my wisdom, my sagacity, .that 
I discovered' the truth." ,There is none who has ever . Thirdly, consider our daiJy necessities. There' is hardly 
beenao taught of the Holy Spirit· Who· would sl!y that. ever a day ih the life of- a child of 'God, hut what there 
It was necessary,' therefore, the Redeemer· should 'become· is somethi~g ~erei~ h~ stands in Jle~d. What should 
the Prophe:t to reveal :the things concerning our s·alvation.,· become ~f us If. we dId not. have.a P!ophet to 'go to for 
He came· foith from the 'bosom of the Father. for this ·knowledg:e, instruction, direction, guidance" an.d .Ught 
purpole. And if we kriow' Him as the Prophet like unto upon the way? 'So even in· my daily needs as a· child of 
Moses, Whom ,God r!1ised up, and Who has 'brought to God, I need to know Christ 'as the Prophet,· to Whom 

. our heaoi'ts the'· salvation that il· with eternal glory, we 'I can go in every situation, whether it develops gradualJy 
have ·great occa'8ion to praise His Name, and to give to or rises' suddenly in crisis. Thank ·God there is One Who 
Him thanks·.continually' for such great mercy .. A.s fallen knows the end f,rom the beginning and understand·s our 
creatures, we are '~without strengt.h" to overco~e sin, . infinnities, and is alble to fill ·tis with . the knowledge of 

, deliver ourselves from the ·power of Satan, the curse of His will in all wisdom and· spir'itua~ understanding .. In 
the law, Qr from the .wra:th ou.r sins Justly merit. It all the changing vicissitudes. of Hfe He will 'be a Prophet. 
was necessary, ~erefoie, '·that 'Cliri-st Jbeco'ine our Priest·' . untO my 'soul to give.1igh't.upon my patP in the knowledge, 
to "make reconcili-ation for, the sins of the people", and of His ~1I1. Be8i~es, eve~y 't:ue . c~ild ·of God contracts 
thus to oQtain eternal redemption for us. As sinners we. . Qoth 'gul1t a~d ~eflIement m hIS d~IlY walk. What would 
could neither purchase ,nor a.pply the salvation of. God· be o?r. cas~ If t~ere were not a Pr~est to Whom we co~ld 
·provided of Him 'for OUI" souls. Slaves have never· rai'Sed .go, m the merIts of :Whose atonmg !blood ~e ~ould J>e. 

\ their. ~ansom·: h!>w co.uld ~e?· Nor could we kn~~Y.it e~Em cleans~d· from al~ ~n:lghteous.ness, and ~ll f.Ilthmes·s ,of' 
after It was paId, except It be revealed! Moreover, we, the fl~sh and SPIrIt. . Back m the Old Te~~ent th,e 
were unwilling tc;> come out of our bondage, for we loved I~ra~hte w~s acce~t~d ,m the accepta!bleness of hIS saCrI
Qur sin, a:nd darkness rather than H'ght. ' We needed ,flce. ~f hI'S SaCrIfICe were accepte~,. he w~s accep~ed., 

_,Somebody Who· is.the Wisdom and the Power. of God, ·~od wdl never accept,us as we ·are m,our sm, 'bu~ only. 
Who could make us ·willing in the day. of His·power, Who. ~n the Be.lo'yeq (Epheslans;1:6). ~~ are,accepted.m the 
'could draw us· 'by the chords of love and 'thehan(is' of a acceptabl~nes1! .of o,:,r atoDl?g sB:c~lfICe" Jesus Ch~ISt our 
.Man,·. Who could subdue us 'by Hi·s g,race,· Who ·could Lor~; WhICh G«:>d ~vldenc~d m ralsm~ .Hlm f~m the d~ad,. 
conquer our stubborn will. It··was necessary that'Ch'tist, We are,also needmg.deh:~rance ana pr~tectlOn fro~.all_ 
be a Ki~g, and thank God, He was anointed of God to- o~r foes, whether. we conSIder. the en~mles as t~e subtle
be King, that He might rei'gn in us in a way of grace, bes of the self-hfe, .~he ~ntIcemen~s! temptations, and 
and in a way of righteousnes'S unto holiness 'and eternal . a~lurem~nts of the, 'Yorld, or the spIrItual. f~rces ~f the 
life. ' kmgdom of dukness,. If there were not a Kmg WIth all 

power in heaven and earth, Who could give us the vic
tory over all our foes of'sin, the· world, death, grave, and' . Thjrdly; it, .was necessiry foi- Him to ·exercise· these 

Qffices as our· God-Man Mediator "in the 'work of our con~ 
version. The soul must 'be enlightened,to see ius misery 
and the· suitableness of the Divine remedy by.the convict-

: ing . power of Christ as .s; Prophet, ,. The Ibiggest task 
today is to get 'people lost, Only Christ by His 'Spiri1t can 
enable them to see ·andrealize "it .. One can reason 'with 
theIl\·, talk with them, argue with them, pers\lade· them,. 

·but until the Lord Jesus Christ by His Holy Spirit 
throl.lgh the Word -giv8!l th~m' to se~ themselves in the 
light of G9d's holiness, they will never ~eaJize,their ·guilt, 
shame, and misery. Somflhow they will. cling to a little 
Mt of merit, or creat).l·re'worth or wQl"!.<s, and glory in -it, 
l'hey will be willin:g. to admit ~ins on the cireumference 
!?f the circle, and s·ay. "Well yes, I ·have'lied," or "I did 
do this," or "I did do 'that," 'but they 'are not ready to 
own that from the top of their hoods to the soles of their 

, feet ~hey. a:t:"e. nothing :but. ~ bundle "c;>i si~,.lighter than 
vitni'~r; And utterly, ~~ru·pt. in tlle. ~ight 'of a 1l01y God 

, hell what would we do?, But thank 'God, Christ is our 
D-eliverer Who causeth us to :follow in the train of His 
triump,h ahd makes us more than overcomel"8·· through 
Him that loved· us. • . . . 

III. . I 

FINALLY, WHEN DID CHRIST· EXECUTE THEB~ OFFICES? 
Both before and af,ter His inca:rnation, and ~n that two-, 
fold state of His inc·arnation, namely', the period of His ' 
humiliation, and ,that of His eX8l.tation. He.was a Prophet 
upon earth, and 'still is, to make· known to us the will of 
'the Father:. He was ·and ·still i'e 'a Priest. He wa's a Priest 
when He ·offered Himself as a sacrifice for sin on Cal- . 
vary's Cross. "and ever liveth to make interces'si9n for ~ 
His people, He wa's on earth a King, and still is, and 
is'now exalted upon the Throne of God and the Lamb: 
Christ is now a Priest-King upon His ·Throne (Zechariah 
6 :'l8). In Hebrews 1 :'3, we .read of, Hi'S having I'·purged 
our sins". T·hat is the onlYPul'lgatory we ,be~ieve in,. isn't 

.'. 

" 



"0 

. . 
February 17, 1955 THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTEST ANT ADVOCATE (2273) 7 

-») From ,Our Files '* it 1 "When He had by himself purged our -si.ns, (he) 
sat down. on 'the right hand', of !)he Majesty' on high." 
There is' a Priest-King, it ,looks like to me, upon His 
Thr-one. (He:bl'ews 10 :'12, 13). So then, because, that is THE GOSPEL -WITNESS, of twenty years ago, February 
true, what do we h~ve in the way of 'p'rivilege1 j'Let \1s 21, t935, contains 'an interest.ing article entitled "Among 
therefore come 'boldly unto the throne of grace, that we the Children", which illu'strates this great work of the 
may obtain mercy, and" find gra'ce to help 'in time of Jarvi-s St. Bible School, as carried on then and now:
need." (Hebrews 4 :16) There i's 'a "Priest-King upon HIs ".Some years a'go the late Dr. A. C. Dixon told Ui! the 
Throne, ·ex~lted in human nature, the Lord Je,sus' Christ, following st()ry albout Dr.' RU'ssell ,H. Conwell, ,the in
who is able to save completely all that come unto 'God 'by comparable. Beyond almost any man -we have ever known, 
Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them. Dr. Conwell lived for other people. Days and nights he 
He will continue to rei'gn' until He 'h8!S 'subdued all His weariedly travelled, lecturin'g, for many: years, more than 
enemies, and the'la-st enemy to ,be destroyed is death. two hundred nights a year. The proceeds of his lectures 
He is reign'ing now, and· 'over' all' created intelligences. he devoted to the help of poor students. 
He is su'bduing every-man, either in a way of j\1stice 'be- "Often after a lWeeJc.of lecturing he w()uld ,reach Phila
cause of unbelief, or in a way of grace. He is reigning delphia of.a .sunday m()~ning, 'sometimes !iaving had to 
and .ruling now as 'a Priest-King uppn Hi'S 'Throne. • sit up all night without a 'berth . .one iSunday aft~r just 

such a strenuous wee'k, Dr. Conwell ,preached in the 'morn
ing, and on coming down from the pulpit ·accidentally 
overheard two wome'h discussing the sermon, one of 
whom said there had !been very little in the 'Sermon' -for 
anybody that morning, while the other gave her 'assent 
to the statement. Dr. Conwell 'WOuld 'not" in Ms modesty, 
hav:e disputed the strictu.re; notwithstanding, this criti
ci'sm rather depr.essed his spirit. 

Whosoever is taught by Him as a Prophet so as to be 
made wise unto Salv~tion, is redeemed:by His blood as a 
Priest, and will be 'subdued by His grace as 'a King 'and 
'broU'g~t home at'last with the many sons to glory. , All 
whose sins are expiated lby Him 'as a Priest, shall-in His 
~nVn time and- way be sav'ingly taught by Him: as a
Prophet, and shall overcome sin, the world, death, the 
grave; and hell thy H~m as a KiJlg. In Melchisedec we 
see "Jhe Priest-King; in :David tbe Prophet-King, ibut in 
Christ we see them all unHed in His pe,rson. There 'is no 
case that a poor' sinner can he 'in th'at 'but that he wiU 
find a '~1Dedy for his soul and hi'S situation in the Lord 
J es-us Christ. 

"Sunday -aftel1noon he went to the Bible School, as was 
his wont, and played the organ. The Superintendent of .the 
Primary Department asked him if he would go into that 
Department and ·ta~k to the little ones, to which Dr. Con
well replied, 'Yes; that is the proper place -for '!M; I 
ought never to have left that Department.' Accordingly, 

However, may, I remind'-youthat you cannot take he talked to the little' ones; told: them stories in hi·s· inim
Christ as Priest, and refuse to own Him as 'Prophet and 'itable way', ,and then said to tbem 'somethiIlg like this:' 
KiItg.' These offices are distinct one from -the other, yet 'I want you to promise me that this afternoon at tea, when 
there "are not div'ided. Many pretend to take Chri'st as you are seated about the t:8Ible, you will each ask your ' 
their Saviour from bell, who do not harken to His Word father whether he is a Chr.istian, and ·if he says, "No," . 
as a Prophet, an,d :reject His rule over them 'IllS a King. ' ask him why he is' not.a 'Chri'stian. Listen carefully to 
When He save!J a'soul it means unconditional surrender. bios reply, and next Sund'ay afternoon' 'I will come again, 
and to take Him for all that He i's, namely, Prophet,' and you shall tell me What your father has said.' 
Priest, and King. I read a catechism recently, '8;nd it had '''Dr. DixOJl told me one ~xample of what followed. ' A 
something -in 'it t~'at I thou,g·ht wa'S so 'good that 1 wrote, 'little girl asked her father who was a 'druggi'st if he 
it. her~ in ~y ,Bible .. The. question ''Was 'this,: :~C~n a~ywere 'a 'Christian, an<J, he ~areleSBIy. said, 'No.' ' Wh~Jl 

, trust m Chrlstas thelr Pnes't who do not submlt to HIm she asked him why he was not a Christian he flushed 
as their King 1" A~d th~ answer in the catechism' was: with anger and told her -she muSt not ask su~h, impertin
"No; they who will not ·he governed !by Hi'S Word can- ent questions. In response the chilo related her experi

. notex,p.e~t.'to !be sa~ed'bY;,His 'blood." And ~ found my ence of the afternoon, anp, ,how she had asked the ques-
heart glvmg a 'Ioud Amen to that. tion because Dr/Conwell had -told her to. I Her father 

Belov~d, do you .~eceive .Chz:i~t in' 'all His 'offices -as 'said; 'I.will not all~w Dr. Conw~il to P';1t such p~tion-s into' 
Mediator 'between your soul and 'God 1 ,Have you, ,given your head, 'and to make you so 'lmpertment. It lS none of 
.up yourself to 'be taught iby Him. as a Prophet; renounc- Dr. 'Conwell',s business why I aiD ,n,ot a/Christian.' There
ing your creature'wisdom and ,knowledge in'Spi.ritual,mat- upon the little ~irl said, through her tears, 'I aiD sorry, 
ters a's' utterly worthless 1 Have you .'given yourself up da?-dy; but I ":111 ,tell .oz:. Conwell next 'Sunday 'Wh:at yo~ 
to Him as your Priest to be redeemed by His 'blood and 'saI'q, for he sald I was to do that.' The father saId, 'Oh 
justified by His righteousness, recognizing that ,all YO,ur no! ~ou 'must not do that. I do not ~ike Dr. Conwell's 
righteousnesses a·re 'as filthy rags 1 Have you given your- teachmg you to ask me such a questIon, but I have a 
self u'p to Him to be ,guided by Him, ruled 'and governed great respect for him .. I.t i~ a.long time u'ntil n~xt ,Sun
'by Him as King,' even as the prophet ih Isaiah 26 :13 day, and hefore then I wdl gIve you an answer.' " 
said,: "0 Lord our God, other lords bes'ide thee have had' , That father, in common with many others, a'pent the 
dominion oyer u·s: but !by thee only will we make ,men- week trying to find an answer to the qtiestion as to why 
tron of thy ,name." He i'8 a mi'ghty Redeemer, and we he was not a Chris,tian. Dr. Dixon said .that Dr. Conwell 
desperately need ,Him in all of these offices. Bless God baptized forty fathers on ·profession.. of faith a'S the re-

o for 'Such a Redeemer as He. Therefore, "Unto him that suIt of that one afternoon in the Pri'mary Department. 
joved us, and washed .u~ from oU'~ s~ns in his ow.n bloo? We told that story a week a.ogo 'Sunday morning, and 
and, hath made us lungs a,nd prIests unto 'God and ius asked the ch.i1dren in ·the School to ask the B'sme ques-tion 
Father.; to him ,be glory ,and dominion 0 for ever 'and of tbeir ·parents. We have no doubt hundreds of them .... 
ever. Am~n." did so,' and if 0 so, 'bles,sing will follQW, aut we can relate 
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only.one incident in connection with it. One of our young 
lady teachel's, who -is a student at the Seminary, told us 
that one of her littie girls asked her mother if ,she were 
a' Christian; and sh~ qu.ite wannly replied in the Ilega
tive. When she asked 'her why she was not a Christian, 
the 'mother :said, "Becau-se 'I am English." By which we 
presume she meant that she attended the English' Church, 
Ibut what she said was, "Because I am En'glish.;' To this 
the little tot replied, "That does not· matter, Mamma: our 
Pastor says that 'God' can 'save 'even the English." 

..:.....jO.L.C. 

DANGER. - STAY·AWAYI , 
By Alexander Maclaren 

"This is the true God and eternal life. Little children, 
keep yourselves from idols." (1 John 5 :.20,21). 

"Little child,ren, keep you,rselves from idols," seeing 
that "thi's is the true God," the only One . that answers to 
your requirements, andrwill satisfy your desires. Do not 
go rushin'g to these sh-rines of false deities that cr{)wd. 
every corner of Ephesus =- ay! and every corner of Man-

. chester. For what does John mean iby an idol? Does he 
mean that bariba'rous figure of Diana that 'stood in the 
· great temple, hideous 'and monstrous? No J he means any
thing, or any 'person, that comes into the heart and takes 
the ,place 'which ought to, 'be filled .by God', and by Him· 

yoursel:ves by clingiI)g "to Hi~ that is able to keep you 
from falling, . and to present you faultless." . Make ex
perience by fellowship with Hi'm. Who is Ithe only true 
God, and a1ble to .satis.fy your whole nature, mind, hea·rt, 

. will, and these false deities, the whol.e rabble of them, 
will have no ,power to tempt you to bow the knee. 

JB·retb.ren! here -is the sum of the whole ,matter. 'There 
is one. truth on 'which' we can stay our hearts, one God 
in whom -we can utterly trust, the God revealed in Jesu·s 
Christ. If we do not see Him in Christ, we shall not see 
Him at all, !but wander about all our day. 'in a world 
empty' of solid reality. There is one 'gift WhiCh will 

, satisfy all our needs, the gift of eternal life in Jesus 
.Christ. There is one practical injunction which will save 
us from many a heartacl1e, and which our weakness can 
never afford to neglect, and that is to keep ourselves from 
all .false worship.. These golden words of my text, in . 
their simpl'icity, in 'their depth, in their certainty, in • 
their comprehensiveness, are worthy to ·be the Joast words 
of Revelation; and to stand to an the world, through all 
ages, as the shining apex, or the' solid foundation, or the 
central core of Christianity. "This - this, and none else 
-"is the t.rue God 'and eternal life. Little children, keep 
yourselves from idols." 

DON'T WE CARE? 

only. What I prize most, what I trust ,most utterly, what _ By ~illy . Sunday 
.1 should be most forlorn if I lost; what is the working I. left 'the tent where we were holding meetings down 
aim 'of my life, and the ihunger of my heart - that is in Paris, Illinois, on~ night; and among the number wh, 
my idol. We' all·know that. . , left last was a young man that I was· especially attracted 

.Is the eX'hor.bation not needed, my ,brother? In Ephesus to hy his fine looks. 1 walked 'down the 'street- with him, 
it was har<f to 'have nothing to do with heathenism. In and put to him .the invaria1ble question, "Are you a Chris
that ancient world their religion, ·though it was a super- tian ?" 
fidal thing, was intertwined with daily life in a fashion He s·aid, "No sir; I am not." 
that ,puts us to shame. Every meal had its libation, and, Then I used every Scripture ·a..nd every al"gument to get 
almost every act. was knit by some ceremony or other to him to pz;omise me to ;give bis 'heart to God, but could 
a god .. ISO that IChristian men and women had aI'most to notsuC'.ceed. W:hen. about to 'separate, I asked .him, "Are 
go out of the world, in order to !be free from complicity your father and· mother alive?" 

· ip the all-pervading. idol-worshi,p. Now, although the "Both 'alive;" said h·e. 
fOrm ,has chang·ed, and the fascinations of old idolatry "l's your father a Christian ?" .. 
belong only !to a certain stage in the IWOrId'S cultu,re and "Don~ know; he has been a' steward in ·the ~hurch for 
history, the temptation to . idolatry remains ju'st ,a·s subtle, severa:l years." 
jus~ as all-pervasive, and the yielding to it just as alb- "Is yoli.r mother a Christian ?" 

· surd. You and I can ourselves Christians. We say we . "Don't know; she has Ibeen superintendent 'Of the Sab-
'believe that there is no·thing else,and nobody else, in the bath school of the ·same church for some time." . 
whole sweep of the universe that can satisfy our hearts, "Have you a si'ster?" . . 
or be what our imagination can conceive, but 'God only. "Yes, sir." 
Having said that on the ,Sunday, -what about Monday?' "Is she a Christian?" 
"They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living water, "Don't know; she has the 'primary department of the 
and hewed to themselves -broken cisterns that can hold Sunday school." . 
no water." "Little childl'en" - for we 'are scarcely niore"Do your father and mother ever ask the blessing at 
\nature than that - "little children, keep yourselves from ·the table?" 
idols." . . "No, sir." 
.. And how is it to be done? "Keep yourselves.'" Then' "Did your fath~r, mother, or sister ever as·k you to !be. 

you can 'do it, and you 'have to make ·a dead lift of effort, a Chri&~ian?" 
or 'be sure of t}.is - that the subtle seduction wil'l slide "Mr. 'Sun'day, a's long as I can remember, iny father or . 
into your heart, and before you know' it, you will the out mother or sister never said a word to me about my soui. 
Qf"God's sanctuary, and ·grovelling in Diana's temple. But Do you 'believe they :think I 'am 10sU" 
it is not only ou'r own effort that,is needed, for just a I could not answer 'such an 8r.gument. [1; is six years 
sentence or two hefore, the Apostle had said: "He that this coming October since I heard this. I can hear his 
j·s· :born of ·God" - that is, Christ - "keepeth us.".so words r~n:ging in my ears, "Do you 'believe they think I 
our keeping of ourselves is essentially our -letting Him a'm lost?" . I 
keep us. lStay inside the walls of the citadel, and YOP' ,Can any of ours say that we do not care for their souls ? 
need not he .afraid of ·the besiegers; ,go outside Iby letting May God ·save us from the crime of unconcern! 
your faith flag, and ~ou will !be captured or killed. Keep -FeUowship News 
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'THE' SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD, 
, . 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Bible Lecture Deliverec;l in Jarvis Street Baptist Ohul'Ch, on a Thursday Ev~ning. 
(!Stenograp'hi~ly Repolted) 

I ISH~LL ,not take a particuiar tert ~tnis evenin'g; but' 
Iread 'to you a verse or two from the fourth chapter 

of Daniel: 

, 

which humble, when they do not' actually humilia.te, the 
~pert. So, tirough men cannot order their own affairs, 
nor wrest the veil aside to peer even into to-morrow, yet 
they presume 'to sketeh'for themselves a picture of God, 
commensurate with the dimensions of their own under
stand,ings, and so set u'p for themselves standards by 

, "And at the end of the days I Nebuehadnezzar iifted 
up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine understan~g re
turned unto me, and I hlessed tile' most iJligfh, 'and I 
praised and honou,red him that 'liveth for ever, whose 
dominion is an everlasting donWUon,.and his kingdom is 

- which they propose God Himself shall 'be ,reg,ulated! 

from 'generation Ito generation:' -
"And all the inhabitant!! of theeartJh are reputed as 

nothing: 'and he doeljh according to Ibis will in 1ale army 
of heaven, and among the inhabitants of,1ale ea1.'ltih: and ' 
none can stay his hand, or say unto !him, 'Wihat doest 
thou?" , ,I " 

We can ,know nothing of spiri,tual truth apart from 
God. Religion - not Christianity, but religion - is uni
versally ,prevalent. All men are at 'some time, and in 
some measure, reJi.gioll's, in the sense that they recognize 
another life than this, and that there i's, somewhere, 
unknown to them perhaps, a supreme Person,' 'a Will 
which exercises itself in the universe, and manifests 
itself in. the lives of men;. but 'Who and wh'at God is, 
no man can ever discover for himself: "Canst thou 'by 
sear¢hing find out God? canst thou find out the Almigh'ty 
unto perfection? It is as high as heaven; what canst 
thou do? deeper than hell; what canst thou know? The 
measure thereof is longer than the earth, and Ibroader 
,tpan the sea. If he cut off; and shut up, or gather to-
gether, then who can hinder him ?" ' 

When the .A:po,stle Paul 'came to Athens his spirit was 
movea-within him when he saw the city wholly. given to 

• idolatry. He later -referred to tha.t which 'he had ob
,served, for he said, "As I passed by, and beheld your 
devotions, I found an altar wit'h this ins'cription, '1'0 THE 
UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye i'gnorantly wor
ship, him decla·re I unto you." That there was a 'God 
they believed, :but who and wha.t, and wh~re He was they 
had no means whatever o.f d'i'scovering. 

The verY' idea of' -God precludes the possibility of His' 
discovery iby the 'finite mind., If God - how shall I put 
it? _. if 'God were discoverable to the finite mind, He 
would cease to be 'God; :because the very idea of God 
postUlates infiniity, something that is ,beyond u'sentirely, 
something aibove us, something that outl"eaches our ut
most understanding .. Therefore I say, 'it must be so, 
in the very nature of th'e ca'se, that the Infinite cannot 
be discovered 'by the finite. " 

You cannot measure the ocean with a teacup. You 
cannot fathom ita depths,- n'or ascert:ain the area of its, 
surface, with a foot-rule," It is too /big for you. You 
say see it, and wonder at it, and 'admire it, and fear it, 
and 'perhaps, in sotlle of its' moods, love 'it; !but you can
not measure it, nor adequately understand it. 

But it is often so that the thing which'is beyond the 
capacity of our' understanding 'is, 'by' our Httle minds, 
reduced. to ,the meagre. measure of our own comprehen
sion. How easily people can m~ up a story! ,What little 
capacities some .people l'equi,re to understand mattere 

Have you not observed that a man',s ina!bmty to manage 
his oWn affairs almost invariably, in his "estimation, 
qualifies him to :be advis'er-in-chief to everybody else? 
Have you noticed that? If a man cannot run a little 
corner store, ibut leads.it in:to bankruptcy, he is likely to 
'be put up for aldennan next year, - for if a 'DIan who 
has failed himself is not ,qualified to 'be the adviser of 
half a miUion people, and to decide how their money to 
the tune of millions is 'to ibe, spent, then where 'in the" 
world $hall we ,get a competent administrator! But you , 
have SElen that 'again and again, 'have you not? And is 
it not true th'at those who make 'so 'signal a failure of the 
!business of living, 'as we all 'have done, and e1~ect suc~ 
a tangle of :life that we have no 'skill to disentangle .the 
s'kein, th'ou'gh we cannot exercise our will ,over the lim-' 
ited area of our little merry-go-round of existence, nor 
wisely ,pian within the limits of our own vision, yet full 
otten sit in judgment upon God, and presume to teli Him 
what He oll'ght to do! . .' 

That, indeed, is the 'sin of this age. That i,s the error ' 
that lies at the base of what we call Modernism, and of 
the heretical and; erroneous cults. In fact, the foundation 
of all ,evil i,s a misapprehension of 'God. In the 'beginning 
-.:if we accept this as the inspired record, as ''We do--in 
the !beginning, the temp't;er laboured to effect in the minds 
of his victims a misunders'tanding of God. He misrepre- " 
sentedGod in order that they might misundemtand Him, 
and, misunderstanding Him, mi'ght 'be led into' r~bellion 
against Him. ' 

ISO to-day men' try to 'interpret God iby what they see 
of .His works. I m'ay look u'pon a ma,gnificent piece of 
architecture li'ke St. Paul's Cathedral, 'and ,gaze upon that 
,brass inscription under the dome which tells u's, if we 
would, see the monument of Sir Christopher Wren, to, 
look around. It is a marvellous building. .A:s you walk 
about it you cannot be other than impressed with its 
magnificence. Yet "if you think a little, you will say, Sir 
Christopher: W.ren must have 'been a wonderful -man' to 
create this, 'but surely he was ibigger 'th'an 'any of th~ 
works of his hand; and nothing he ever did ,could ade
quately represent him. lIt could offer a su'ggestion -as , 
to hios greatness, Ibut the architect must be Igreater than 
the build,ing. 

'Thus as we soan the works of God, those that are 
i~edia:te, to which 'we have direct access, upon which 
we ~n ',p,ut our glas's and magnify them to within the 
ran'ge of ou,r vi'sion and understanding, or span the 
ethereal spaces 'arid 6ring those d'istant worlds, or what .. 
ever they are, near ....:.. we may '0.0 all that, and by yea'rs 
of 'investigation and ~perimentation, discover the opel"a-
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tion of principles which we call law, and observe the man
~er -in which certain natural forces .ordinarily work. 
But when ·one· has spe:p.t a -lifetime .a:t ''it, he wiU 'b~ ruble
to 'say, "It is a wonderful Ibuilding. - It is marveilous-]y-, 
designed,and- ,be·autiful in its 'proportions ·and in -its fu·r
nishiugs." .But whether you view 'the distant, the great 
and magnificent, ,or inspect a snowfla:ke under a· micro
scope (and of the countIes'S billions of fla:kes there are 
no two aHke, and yet everyone of them is a work of art, 
of matchless,incomparable, beauty)--.!I 'say, look at -it aU; 

. and you may exclaim, "God must be wonderful." , -
But yo·u "have not seen 'God! God -is _greater than that. 

It is not to be wondered at therefore_ that the, Bible says, 
"No man hath seen God at -any time"; -"The invisi1ble 

, things of him from the creation of· the world are clearly 
seen, being understood by 'the things that 'are made, even 
his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without 
excuse,"-·We .can ·see enoU'gh for our rondenmatiot\, -but 
the fact that God is infinite involve's the necessity that 
He shall reveal Himself in order to be known. . 

But I am to speak thi's evening of the sovereignty of 
God. ··That -. is 'a doctrine that is much hated !by the 
natural man. By "sov~rei'gnty" we do not' m.ean any 
particular quality of Deity, any attribute, that i's, any 
quality attrib-uted to Him-not that. We mean the ,rule 
of God in the universe;--'that it is unlimited, uni-estritted, 
and cannotsuccessfuHy 'be opposed. We mean, indeed, 
What Nebucha,dnezzar learned at last. A'S he walked on 
the ter'face in the palace of Bahylon, and· looked over the 
g·rea't city, he exclaimed, "Is· not .this great Ba.bylon, "that 
I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might 
of my .power, '·and- for the honour ot.,my majesty." What 
a great lPan he wa's! He WaS a mag_nified little 'iT ack 
Horner! The world is full of little Jack Horners, sitting 
in -corners, -eating their Christmas pie~ They stick in a 
thumb, and·,pull out a .plilm, ,and say-H not, What a ,good 
boy, then, ,"What a great boY: am l"i . 

Nebuchadnezza,r thought he was ~great until he was 
ma~e to li!at grass Ii:ke oxen, ~d; 'I}is nails grew'Hke birds' 
claws, and his hair like eagles' feathers .. 'Then. Iby and 
by, his undel's.tand.ing returned to him; a·nd when it did, 
he said, "I_.'bles's~d the most High, and I praised and 
honoured him that liveth for ever." - _ 

tion God makes of Himself. The important thing for 
illS to know.and to I"ejoice- in is the truth_ of that hymn 
we 'were singing just now. - I am glad Brother Green
way selected that hymn. I think· we wilL appoint him 
Professor of Hymnology at the ·Seminary, because I 
notice if you leave. it to him, '·he selects -a hymn witb 
sound doctrine in ii, something, to get ·your ,soul's teeth 
on: You are not -fed ori 'bran muffins, or a 'Soda Ihiscuit. 
Who- can become enthusiastic 3!bou't the 'singing of re
li'gious piffle? But when you sing a hymn like this, there 
is something in I it to inspire you to sing. What a word 
this is ~ - , . . _ -'. 

"~hou sweet beloved mll of God; 
. !My andhor ground, 'my fol'tress Mll, 

-My spirit's silent fair a:bode 
In Thee I lhide me; and a:n stilI. 

"0 will, >that wilIest good done, 
_ Lead thou the way; thou guideat best: 

A lirttle chilCi, I lfollqw on, --
And trusting, lean upon ,bhy breast. 

. "Thy :beautiful sweet will, my God, 
, IHoids fast :in iIts sublime eznl)race 
!My captive wiH, a gladsome bird, 

Prisoned m such a realm of grace. 

"Within t~s plaICe of certain good 
Love evermore expands lier· winp, 

Or nestling in 'Dhy perfect Choice, 
A?ides content with what it brinlgs. 

"Oh, lightest bunien, sweetest yoke! 
, It lifts, it bears my happy soul, 

It ,givebh wmp to this poor heart; 
My freedom in Thy g.rand control. , . 

"Upon God's will i lay me down, 
As chll~ upon its mother's ,breast; 

No silken coUch, nor softest bed, 
Could _ever 'give me sJ,ldh deep rest. 

"Thy wonderful granq will, my God, 
With triumph now I make it mine; 

. Aiui faith shal'l cry a joyous. Yes I 
. To every dear command of Thin4!l/' 

Who would not live in a prison Hke that ? Would you
not like ,to be shut up in a palac~, forbidden ~ go :beyond 
the limit'of 'God"s care? . 

. No man's understanding returns to him until in hi,s 
,thinking he gets God in the right place, or rather,- gets '. '~I know not where IRis islands lift 

'l'heir fronded palms in ai,r; himself in,right relation to God. 
What did NebuChadnezzar discover? That the inhabi- ,_ I 

'I only know I cannot drift 
Beyond !His ,love and care.!' 

tants of .the earth 'oefore the most High were reputed . 
as nothing, anq that- "He (God) doeth according to His What lies 'back of the truth of divine sovereignty, that 
will in the army -of heaven" and among the inhabitants God ha·s His way, tltat He has ,always -had Hi,s way, that 
of the earth: and none can stay hi,s "hand. or say unto He· is having His way now even whim we do not know it? 
him, What doeth thou?" He -is sovereignly independent What-underlies that·?·We shal'l see later some manifesta
of .~ve'ry one and ·of _everything, of all conditions, ·of every· tions of tha:t soverei'gnty, i~Ut w.ltat-what ~hall I -call_ it? 
sort of -circumstance; He·- dwells ·apart and alone in splen- ---'I do not want 'to be technical, or confound you with 
did isolation, in unique and solitary grandeur. He is theological technicalities, but -what is the moral philoso
God, and "heside him there is, none else". phy of it? What is- the morall reason -for -it? What is tlie 
_ Your professor must not try to stretch his little. rule ethica'l justification for divine sovereignty? You cannot 
upon the dlivine sceptre. He must not assume that his safely invest"a man with full s~vereignty. - I know there 
little reason' i,s ~ompetent to write a constitution· which are some that are reputed to 'be very "autocratic"! But 
'is tq C,!OI;ltrol the Lord of 'aH worlds_ -n is fally to try the day of the unlimited monarchy, of the ·political des~ 
to form a human parliament to Which the- King of ·kings pot, is over_ 'Of course, a naughty little !boy thinks his 
shall_be 'subject. He laughs _at it all! He is ·albove it all.!. father i,s very despotic when 'he takes· him out 'to the 

-He is God! • woodshed -:- but even that -is a limited- sort of monarchy! 
. !We need ari ad~qua:te idea, 'Of Ood. How can -we form 

-an adequate idea of God,? By such kno~ledg~ of God as 
they may. have who yield heart,-and· mind· to the reve'la-

,The idea- that J-ack is ·as good as his master has in
vaded the reli'gious realm, That i's the defect of our 
modern theology: people· want":'to dra'g 'God d~n to 

I! 
I 

x 



, . 

~' 
I 

., 

, , 

. , 
., 

d. ·M 

February 17~ 1950 . . THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT' ADVOC;ATE (2271) 11 

hum~n standards, and.shut Him up to the dim~n6ions of at three ,score yeal'S l:'!-nd ten." But what do you ,~ean ' 
their, oWn understandin·g.: That is impossi,ble. If God .Iby "years"? "It 'is a .point of time. It is a span. It IS· a 
cOuld dwell· in temples made with hands, He would cease period. It is a measure." One 'Says, '!Thei'e is plenty of 

... to be God. It is impO'Ssible. to build a house big enough' time." Yes, there is plenty of time--lbu:t ~ot for you, 
for God,. "To whom then will ye li'ken me, or ·sha-lll I be , Ibut there is 'plenty of time. T~ere is something in us 
equal~rsaith the Holy One." • that limits our views, that l]imiolis the,possi'bilitfes of life, 

What is the reason for it? I do not "know whether I that makes time a factor with u,s. It is not so ,with 'God. 
shall put you to sleep' before time to-night. What time He is independent of all these conditions. ~Eternity i,s 
do you usually go to sleep? I remember ,once going .to a with Him. 
doctor to 'try to persuade him to come to church. His Anothel'thing. Goodness ·is with Him. I use that 

, wife asked me to do so. He had many exeuses to offer; term Ibecau'se it· wiH serve. If ·you break it up into its 
-,but I said, "Doctor, when you have a patient whose sleep- constituents, if you do li'ke a chemis't and' resolve it into 

, . 'lessness defie~ all your narCotics, all your efforts to make its elements, you will find many things in it:' There are .. 
-the patient ~leep, coine to church and find out·how I do truth, and faithfulness,· and righteousness, and justice,' 
'itt!" But I dil not wani to put you to sleep before your mercy, love. Gathe'r them 8111 togetlier and call the com-
time this evening. pilation goodnes's, ,or mora:l wholeness, moral perfection-

There is ,a word that many play with as though it holiness, if"you like, for wholeness is anothel: word fQr 
.' were a tennis Iball. They do not know what it means .. I holiness; but it is' only in God. It is nowhere else. 
have known people upon whose tongue it dweHs con- Goodness, w:ith us, i's a relative term. You say, "He is 
tinually. When they are 'asked,: "Are you sure?" The.- a good man." He might have lbeen ·better? "Oh yes. I 
answer is, "·Absolutely". "That is quite correct, is it?" do not say ,he is a!l~ogetl).er what he might be, Ibut he is a 

,"Abso'lutely"! Hid you ever meet Mr. Absolutely? or ,good man." 'It is a relative term, it is ever literal'ly in 
Mrs. Absolutely?' , ' the comparative degree, ,Ifiu;t it-- is not the a:bsolute; 'but 

That word "a'bsorlute". is an immeasur8lble word. It is the divine' 'Goodness is Absolute. . Goodness in absolute 
a word of infinite diniensions'. You cannot' measure it. ~easure dwells wi'th Him. And ,because of that, He must 
And, properly speaking, it is a word that cannot define reign, . 
qualities that may be included in any. category of human .one. says that sin bringeth forth death, th8lt it does not ., 
values. The a!bsolute is God. That is the Last, the Final, pay to 'be other than ,good. That is all true, 'but He W~o 
the Utmost, the Ultimate, the Infinite. There is notbing is Himself· the Source, the 'Spring, the F().u~tain, and 
more Ibeyond 'tl)at. And there i,s 'out One in Whose 'nature 'infinite ReservoiI: of ali .gO(~dnes's; is God. Who else 
anything can be found in the albsolute degree.· The end shoUld rule, I shoulq like to know, but God? You lJad 
of all perfection, of aliI estimation,.of all computation,.is an . election ihe other day. You went to th'e polls and 
absolute: You may' stagger people with the a'stronomers' marked your ballot to the best of your jud'gment. You 
figures. You may'astoni'Sh them with the li'ght years of said, "I thin'k that man is fairly goad. I wiB vdte for 
the stellar 'specialist-:and the evolutionist comes' a close him." Yet sometimes after you vote you wi'sh you had not, 
second with his computation of mHIions, and hundreds of Ibecause yau can not know what is in a lI!an untill he is 
millions of years, unti"l one 'grows dizzy ':with trying to proved. But if you knew of a man in Toron'to who wa·s ' . 
think it ou:t,---Jbut roll them altogether, and then you ,have good all through, if .you -knew of a ·man ·who could 'be 
nut. the infinite Pl'. ,the 'a:bsolu'te: Infinite and A1bsolqte ,identified as-the >best man, you would say, "Telllrte w.ho 
are terms which labour to denote 'the es'sence of Deity. he is, and I will vote for him," W'hy? "Be,cause", -you 
, 'Very' well, then, we can understand the 'Infinite 'less say, "the best man ought to' 'be elected in th'e general 
·than· we Can understand the sun, ·01' measure ,the seas,-, inte~est of the ,pu'blic." . " 
God ought to be God, because He is eternal. There never IIf we had any enlightenment of intellect at' all, we 
was a time when God was not: there never will1be a time 'should, all a$ree that God should be; on the throne. if. 

'when He will cease to ,be. "From everlasting".-wheneve'r ' 'sin had not hlinded our eyes, if we, could know· what 
that was-"to, everlasting" He 1-S God. Such a conception ,goodness i·s, even if God gave all Hia creatures the fran-

. is beyo.nd us. . ' chise, and put Himself up as a candidate for .election,- He 
'But what mtle shadows we see of Deity sometimes, would ,be elected ,by acclamatiQn ( Why? Becaus.e Good

little intimations· of principles which find their ultimate ness ought to reign. I,t must reign. It· doe'S reign. "It" 
in 'God! Why is the fatheJ:. superior to 'hi·s, children? He 'shall reign ?-No! He shall reign and noboc;ly 'sha:ll dispute 
wa's there first. He is older. Why, what they calrIegally His righi. 
"'t~e rig?t of ,primogeniture"! .the right of ~he ~ldest son. ISO I cO!lld go on to speak of 'His wisdom. _ GQd, being 
to mherIt? Because he came fIrst. . ' 'without limit as to life, Qr His existence without limit 

With whom do these rights dwell in their a!bsolute de- as to'duration--'''from everlasting to evel'lasting"---'&nd 
,gree? With God; for He 'Was first; because He has always, 'lbeing without imperfection of any sort in, the moral 

- been. Before 'the worlds w~re made, before time was sense, being goodness with aU its constituents, or holi
reckoned, ibefore the. angels sang, before there. were nes's-to ·use tl1e larger, fuller term-dwelling absolutely 
Cherl,l'bim or ·seraphim, before there was 'any creation, or ." in Him, 'tl!en He ought to reign', And wisdom is with 
any created thill'g, God waS-and He will always 'be. Him a!bsalute also; therefore He should', ,He must, He 
. If we could conceive o~ 'God as the infinite, we should does, and 'shaH for ever reign. 
·'prpba!b,ly not try to s'hut. Him up to our little spel'ling- I cannot go into that fully: it is only a. 'suggestion I 
,book, to our muLtiplication t~ble, or to ,such standar.ds as give, you. Bu.t God never ma'kes a mistake. He i's never 
the 'hum'an mind can comprehend. In respect to that limited in His vision. He sees the end from the beginning. 
something which· we call "time",-what i's it?" 'What,are To Him there are no temporal boundaries, ,there is no 

, the rise and 'Set of sun? :What is it? Why does time regis- bound'ary of time at, all. A million years hence 'all that 
'tel' with us,-can_you tell me? You reply, "I shaH be old has occurred, win :be as present to the·view of God as we 
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are to each-other at this ,moment. Nothing is ever hidden 
from His view. There are no ,phys'ical 'boundaries, 'as,there 
are no temporal ,boundaries. You cannot localize ,God. 
You cannot shut Him up toa given place, or to a given 

, time. He is everywhere, -BIll the time. Therefore He can-
not make a m-i'stake. ' 

The mother loo~s at that little chiid in the cradle and 
say-s, "I ,wonder What he will :be? Will he be 'a ,good boy? 
Will he grow up to be a biessiug to me? or wi'll he break 
my· heart? Shall I always thank God for him, or is it 
possible ,that I may live to see the day when II could almost 
wish he had never 'been born?" We know not what·a day, 
nor an holir~ may 'bring forth. We caimot pe~r into the 
future. But there is' no future with God. There is no 
pa'st with God. There is ju·st one eterna:l now, and His in
finite, wi'sdam can order 'everything aright. He reigns 
because He must;' He is the i:1~finitely 'good" the infinitely 
wise. 

I will say :but this one :further thing to-night: He is 
the infinitely mighty. He does what He wills, ','and none 
can stay hits hand, or 'say unto him, What dOe'st thou?" 
You 'say, "If that Ibe so, what of my will?" Yes, I wonder? 
How often you hea,r it, now,-rnen boasting that they are 
the captains of their souls, that they are master of their 
fate. If we' aore, we 'are making a bad jQ'b of our ea.p
taincy! "I am not .going to surrender my will", is the 
proud boast. Why not, I 'should i}i'ke to know. "I am not 
,going to 'surrender my jud'gment." 'Why not? 16 it so 
excellent as all that? I wonder why any: one of us :should 
want to ,have his own way? I wonder why anY'body in 
his senses should pit· his judgment 'against the judgment, 
of 'God and say, "I know." You ·poor, ignorant, du~ce, 
what do you know? 'What do you know? What does any~ 
body' Imow?, Democracy, the rule of demos, the people! 
If one- hundred people are only one hundred simpletons, 
if the hundred' are put together" are you likely to have 
much more wi'sdom-than in the singular. What a lot of 
simpletons we are anyhoW! We are all '& little bit "off". 
It is only a merciful Providence that shuts the door of the 
asylum and leaves us outside. You know that is true. 
-rou have said it yourself. You did not say' it out loud, 
but you have said, "How foolish 1 am!" And for' once, 
at least, you t!)ld 'the truth. 

Do you not think you need 'somebody else's judgment 
instead of yours ?' W'hen you are sick, you use the doctor's 
skill; and if you have a legal matter to decide, you employ 
a lawyer',s mind. When you go riding on a train, you 
leave the piIotin'g of the engine to the engineer. When 
you go on a' 'ship, you ieave it to the trained navigatol'S to 
pilot you across the ocean~ ¥ et we cannot ieave anything 
with IGod! You 'say, '''II am a man, and I am going to 
playa man's paor't. I am ,going to play the man." I won
~er ,what sort of man we should ibe, any of us? How 
foolish! Little midgets that we are! And how 'great God 
is! The only time a man shows he has any sen'se at all 'is ' 
when he acknowledges he 'ha's none That is a paradox, 
but 'it is true. A man never begins to be di'gnified until 
he humbies himself before God and confesses th8.t he does 
not even desire to live. The only time N ebucl).adnezzar 
was ever really great was when he bowed himself 'before 
the Most High. 

After all, the doc'trine of divine 'sov:ereignty means that 
we are under·a paternal/despot. Our Father is just that. 
He will have His way. He will do His wiU. But 'blessed 
be His name"through Him Whom He seut as a Revelation 
of His Person-'and of that more, by and 'by-we have 

salvation. He it i's Who 'said 'of the Father, '~He is far 
off there where you cannot see Him.. You do not know 
Him, 'and you wonder what He is like. You wish you could 
,pray to Him, but you do not know how to address Him. 
I know Him, and I will tell you how. When ye pray; say" 
'Our'Father which art in heaven'." 

Are you not glad you,r Father is on the throne? That 
is true, if you are a Christian. I cannot go into that this 
evening. I have been trying to' lay the foundation for 
later lectures, just thinking out loud with you; but we 
'Shall osee ne,xt week how He came out of the unknown 
and robed Himself in our flesh, and came speaking to us 
in our language, and touching us with a human touch, 
/laving us at last 'by the wa$ing away of our sins with 
Hi,s own precious -blood. -

THE BEARER OF INIQUITIES 
"The Lord hath laid on him the iniquiiy of us alI." 

....:.-Isaiah liii. 6 

I am glad the prophet' did not wa'ste any time in tellin~ 
us who he ,meant by "Him." It is Him of the manger..' 
Him of the bloody sweat. Him of th-e crucifixion agony. 
Him of the resu,rrection throne. ,"'The L()l"d hath laid on 
Him the iniqui,ty of us all. ' , ' 

ISays some one: "That is not 'generous. i.et everyone 
bear his own burdens." And ,there is something in that. 
If lowe a debt, and I have money to ,pay it, 'and I come 
to you and ask you to cancel my oibJiogation, you woul'd be 
right ,in saying to me: "Pay your oWn debts." If I 'am 
walking alOng the street with you, and we are both hale 
and hearty, and I want you ,to carry me, you are ri'ght 
in saying: "Walk on yo:ur own feet." "But suppose you 
and 'I were in a regiment together, and II were fearfully 
wounded in the battle, and I fell unconscious at your feet 
with gun-shot fra'ctu,res and' d'islocations, five bullets 
haviri.'g struck me at once--you would say to your com
rades: "Here, thfs man is hel-pIes's. i.et us carry him 
ou~ to the ambulance; let us' take him out to the hospital." 
And you would take ,me up in your arms, and I would be' 
a dead weight, and you wou}d; -beckon to the corps of the 
ambulance: '"Bring your wagon around this way, and 
take t'his..man to -the hospital." You would, put me in the 
ambuJan;ce, and you would have"done your 'duty. Would 
it have been mean to let you carl'Y me then? You cer
tainly would not have been so unkind as not to carry me. 
N ow, that is Christ to the 'soul. If we could pay our spiri- , 
tual obligations 'We might go up to 'God and say : "Lord, 

_there is so muCh debt, 'and here I have the means with 
which to cancel it. Now cross it ,all out." The de'bt is 
paid. But the fact is we are ,pierced tbrou'g'h and throu'gh 
with the saobres of sin. We have gone'down un:der ,the hot 

,fil"e, aI!d we are heJpless and undone. We will d,ie on 
the field unleBIS .some help comes to us. God sends His 
amibulance, yea, He dispatches His only Son to, carry us 
out and bind up our 'ga'shes and ta'ke us home. "On Him, 
on Him, the LoI'd hath laid 'the iniquity of us all." O'h, 
my .friends; we were a dead wei'ght .in Christ's arms; aU 
our sins aibout us; all our chains on us. If Christ raises 
us at all it 'will not be by the tips of -the fin'gars, it will ' 
not be with one arm; it 'Will 'be iby ,getting 'down on one
knee and putting around us His omnipotent arms ,and 
throwing all the energy of His Godhead ,into one dead 
lift, that He will ,raise us up to 'honour and glory and im
mortaHty. "On Him the Lord hath laid the iniquity of 
us/all." '-T. DEWITT TALMAGE 
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THE RELIGIOUS BLACK MARKET 
By C. D. Cole. Mortons Gap. Ky. - . 

"Blessed are the poor in spirit: for 'theirs is the King-
dom of Heaven" (Matt. 5 :3). -

"But rIlhere was a certain man. ca:1led 'Simon wlhich be
foretime in the same city used sorcery 1 and bewitched 
the people of Samaria, giving out ·that Ihlmself 'was some 
great one" (Acts 8:9). 

OUR texts ,point a contrast. They give us two kinds 
of people. The first gives us the sph'it of those in 

the kingdom of heaven; the other tells of a !ill'an who pub
licised himself ·as some great ~person. Those in the king
dom of heaven-the saved-are poor in spirit; those out
,side the kingdom-the lost-are proud inspirit. 

We have heard it said of certain iboastful fellows 'that 
if they could be bou'ght for what they are worth. and sold 
for wliat they think they 'are worth, there would be an 
immense profit. . On the wall of a tailor shop, catering exclusively to the 
men of our anned forces, there was a sign which read, 
"Hats altered to fit any' p~omotion." This wa's a smart 
sign slyly 'aimed at those who let. a little success ,go to 
their heads. ' 

Thios thing of acquiring something illegally and seIli"ng 
above ceiling ,price is called a black market. ,It'ineans 
to acquire unlawfully imd 'sell at exorbitant price. This 
evil takes advantage of scarcity to exploit the helpless. 
And it 'ha'S penneated almost every Ibusiness 'and has 
given rise to hitherto ,~nheard of kinds of ibusiness. We 
now hear of a black market in lba:bies. 'There are ba!by 
brokers who acquire illegitimate baibies. and sell them 
to eager foster parents for large 'sums of money. 

,My texts 'Suggest 'a religious bJaC'k market. By this I 
. mean there al"e people who 'are 'self-righteous, and who 
like to parade their so-called piety. Like Simon Magus, . 
they 'give out that they are 'important people. Like the 
Pharisees of old, they blow their own horn to attract and 
receive the praise of others. They sell themselves for 
more than they are worth. '. 

But those who are in the 'kingdom of heaven' are not 
operating a~y ,black ma.rket. They 'are 'p'oor in . spirit. 
In their conversion their spirit of self-righteousness was 
slain. They lost hope' in themselves and found hope in 
Christ. They became 'poor in their own eyes and became 
rich in Christ.-TheY became nothing, and Christ became 
all and in ·all. They ,gave self a YOte of no confidence and 
Chri'st a vote of full confidence. With empty hands they 
cling to the cross of Christ as the only way of salvation. 

Spiritual Photography 
In the beatitudes we have spiritual ,photography. 

Photog,raphy i's followed as a livelihood by some and as 
a hobby 'by. many others. In Koda:k albums you will see 
the same 'per~ons in many places and various postures. 
So 'in the 'beatitudes we have a moral 'a~bum of the saint 
in many 'postures and from many angles. They' are 
spiritual snapshots with· no thou'ght of pos:ing for a 
:picture. The first :beatitu!ie gives us a picture of the 
saved man as 'being poor in spirit. He does not think 
much of ·himself. The second is the same person as a 
mourner. He. is a mourner over sins-his sins and the 
sins of others--to him sin is a grievous thing. The third 
gives his attitude toward,s earthly possessions. He is not 
fighting for them, for the meek Will inherit the earth 
when it 'becomes worth hav~ng. The .fourth Ib~titude gives 
'Us the. desire of the -saint. ,for ,pel"8onal and practical 

righteousness - he is longing to be perfectly whole. And 
some day he ·will 'be filled with the goodness he desires. 

The beatitudes ,give us the feeling the child of 'God ha's 
when occupied with himself. They give us what the saint 
is in 'his own eyes. And they show us that he i,g not seIl
-in'g himself on any 'black m'ar,ket for more than he is 
worth. In hi'S own eyes he is worth little. He gladly con
fesses that 'he is only a sinner· and nothing at all. 

The Poor in Spirit 
"Blessed are the ,poor in spirit: for theirs is the king:' 

dom of heaven." What does it mean to Ibe poor in spirit? 
It does' not mean to 'be 'spiritually ·poor. There i's no 
blessing in ·spiritual poverty. It is not what we are, 'but 
what we are in our 'own estimation: that is here intended. 
To tbe poor in spirit means 'to be cODsciou·sly :pOOI" in per
s'onal worth'ines's. AIl are poor in personal righteousness, 
!but all do not 'know it. Many think of themselves more 
ihi'ghly than they should. It is one 'thing to be poor in 
personal I"ighteousness and quite another thing to realize 
it. To 'be poor in' ,spirit is the realization that in ourselves 
we are nothing, at;ld hav-e noth'ing, 'and can do nothing, 
and have need of all Jthings. 'It i's to be sin-oonscious. 
To tbe poor in ',spirit i,s :an attitUde towards self. :Saints 
are more sensitive to 'sin 'than are the lost. It does not 
tab much sin to fill the saved person; yea, a very little 
-makes him :sick at heart, and causes him ,to cry with the 
'apostle Paul, ".0 wretched !Dan that I am, who 'shaH de
liver me from ,this body of d'eath ?" To be poor in spil"it 
-is the very antithesi's of that proud haughty, self-impor
tant. disposition manifested 'by the world in ·general and 
!by Simon'Magu's in 'particular. The spirit of those in 
the kingdom of heaven was 'strikingly manifested by Job 
who said, "I abhor myself and repent in dust and ashes." 
And: 'by Isaia_h, when· h,!! crioo, "Woe is me for I am a man 
of unclean lips." and iby Paul who 'exclaimed, "When.I 
would do good evil is present with'me." 

To be pbor in spirit i·s not the same 'as an inferiority I 
complex. It i,s not what we are .in compal'i'son with other 
men like ourselves, ibut what we are in compari'sori. with 
Christ, and with what we ought to tbe. My father in the 
mi~istry was Dr. A. S. Pettie. He used to say when asked 
feel that way and stilI be poor in spirit. Spurgeon used 
to say: "In the kingdom of heaven the question is not, 
are you a peer, 'but are you (poor in spidt? Ii is those ' 
Who are of no aco'unt 'in their' own eyes, who are of the 
blood royal of-the un~verse." . 

To be poor in 'spirit is foundational in any' aperience 
of grace. It marks the beginning of rtl,le wi$,ering work 
of the Holy ~Spirit, and it i's also '& ~rk of growth in 
grace. Salv'ation begins with a feeling of di'ssatisfaction 
with 'self, and the saved man continues as he 'began. The 
saint is ever conscious of his need of grace and of more 
,grace. , 

To be poor in spirit is not natural to men, l4an by nature 
:is . self..:important, 'self~sufficient, and self-righteou's. It 
was only after grace h'ad wrought· mi'ghtily in ,Saul of 
Tarsus that he felt himself to ,be the chief of sinners. The 
natural man wears two kinds of spectacles. 'If he is look-

,ing for 'SiIi he .pute on the kind that diminishes when he 
is looking art self, and ma'gnifies ~hen he i's looking at 
his- nei-ghbou·r. IIf 'he is looking for good he wears th~ 
,pair that ma'gnifies when he is looking at self ,an'!! mini
fies when he .j,s looking I8.t !h:is fellow man. I looked at 
-my brother with the microscope· of critici~m and said, 
"How coarse my !brother is!" Then I looked iii. the mirror 
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of truth and said, "How liRe me my 'brother is!" The self and ,his ~ailures as well as u'pon Chri'st and. His fin- • 
1:$e'st way to· take the s:tarch of .pride o\1t of. a man is to' ished work. None but· the poor in 'spirit can properly , 
let him look at, himself -in the mi,rror of',God's word.' hope. in. Ghrist .. 'Nobody 'but a con-seiou's sinner can ,be 

The government has 'been rather .'severe on :people who trusting Christ as 'Saviou·r. ' . . Co ' ' 

opera:te a !black market, ·and God will be 'seve~e on those In the beatitudes our Lord, is not telling the :lost how 
fho operate a relitgious !black market. . Those who exalt . to he, ·sa~ed; He' i'~ telling th~ sa.ved, how to "identify ~hem
themselves will, be a·based. The man who 'sells himself . 'selves a's 'members of the kmgdom of heaven. He 16 not 
for more than he is worth, ·saying, "Lord, 'Lord, have we presenting the way of sal~ation,' !bui describing those 
not prophesied in Thy Name, and in Thy Name ca'st out who are already in the way. Every child 0.£ 'God can find 

- deVils' and in Thy Name done many wond-erf:ul ,works!" his porb:ait from many 'angles in the 'beatitudes: 
will'hear tl:te Lord 'say, "I never kilew you." • " .-{ 

The poor in spirit . are said to be !blessed ·becal,l.'se this ,For y~~ger.Read.ers, 
spirit belongs to those who are in the -kingdom of·heaven. " BRAVE,CAPTAIN EDGAR 
Such an 'attitude towar.dsself is one of the evidences of . , 

'!I wish it would, sndw!" cried Edgar .. ;'Oh, dear!" exthe new birth. It is to have a dispostion . exactly opposite 
to W'l).a't they had Iby nature. And .iJ:otjce, the proini,se is' claimed his mother. "Snow is very cold to walk in all 
for the present:· "Theirs. is -the kingdom of heaven." day. But 'then," she added, "I ·should not ,be so selfi·sh: 
Many are the gracious prqm.ises addressed to the poor in I'll wish with you, Ed'gar .. But,' of course, wishin:g irtay 
,spirit .. "I am poor and ~eedy; ·yet' the Lord thinketh not bring the snow." . . . ' . 
upon me". (P's. 40:17). "To this man will I 'look, even to Edgar's mother was a widow 'and made their meagre -
him that 'i's ,poor and of ·a ',contrite s'pirit" and .that, Jiving seHiilg things from 'house to house, so she 'had 

much walking to'·do.' '" 
tremlileth at my word".,' (Is-~. 65 :~). , "Oh. 'I forgot. mother," said Edgar; "Let's don't wis'h 

. ,No GospeUn the BeatitudeS fO.r snow." , " 
I think "it will help us to see that there is no gospel . 'Whether they wis'hed it or ~ot, the snow came thitt 

in the Ibeatitudes or in the sermon on the mouni. The night. 'Next day :being Saturday, the neighbourhood 'boys 
!beatitudes do not -tell us what we are in Christ. They' soon ganged up to ··play. They decided to form two armies 
have nothing to say about the death of Chr.ist; nothing and wage the f~r~~ battle at Forest Hill -.: a large and· 
-to, say about faith in Christ; nothing to 'Say ahout· the' rather steep vacant lot on the edge of the small town""": 
imputed righteousness of Christ. Our· Lord is not de- whez:e c'hildren 'Yere welcome to play. Edgar was cap
l!cr.i,bing the feeling which results from faith in Chri·st, tail! of the company ,th~t 'laid 'seige to the Hill wbich wa:s 
but rather bios thou·ghts an-d emotions when he i'8 occupied . held by Ca·ptain Baxter and his 'company .. Captain Bax
with, himself; 'and not tlie· forward and upward look at tel' 'held the Hill until Captain Edgar was reinforced by 
Ohrist. He is telling us what the saint is in his own ' Lieutenant Jimmie and his men; then the ,'~nemy was 
eyeS on account of his own record. Every Chr.istian reader c'hased off the Hill and far out to the end of Yale Avenue. 
must surely see .'his own 'portrait in thi-s !beatitude., This . "Oh! Oh..o-o!" cried ·severa" 'boy~ a·t once as a . loud . 
is a snapshot taken 'bY'tiie Holy :Spirit of those who are -tur~Ie of glass told .them a snowball had' smashed . a 
in the kingdom of heaven. They Me not proud and self- window. . . ' 
-:sU'fficient, 'bu,t are poor in . -spirit. They are conscious .' "Oh, my Ws Kent'·s hQu'se-ibeat it from here, ·boys!" 
they are not ~hat -they ought to 'be, nor ·what,:they want cried Captain 'Baxter. !'T·here's old Mandy ho~!".., 
to ibe, nor what th~y' !!'1t'all yet be,'by the 'g·raG,e of ,God. "Jes' wait! Kunnel Kent gwine tel' put yo' all in jail!~ 

Our Lord 'hegan Hi,s sermon. on the mount with bene- '. screamed the old' nj:!gro servant. . 
dictions'on'the ·saved rather than with maledictions. on the "What's u.p; Mand~?" the old colonel .. asked, as' he 
wicked. He, makes us know wherein true biessedness con- hobbled out .to the kitchen. .. 
sists; 'He descrilbes tho!!le Who are truly blessed Of for- "Dis 'hea.h pile 0' glass, am what'-s up, 'suh~nly }i'ts 
tunate. The word "'bles'sed" in the heatitudes ':does not down 'stead 0' u'p! I, du~mo; 'suh, who di·s ·young 'un' 
spea:k of. feeling, but of state ,or- condition. Those ,here am"-Mandy. pointed to a pale-faced. 'boy walking slowly 
'Spoken of do not feel ,good or happy. One may have a' towarq the Kent house--"but I knows dat _Bax-terboy 

'happy feeling 'and at the same time ,be in 'a sor~owful what ru~ned off wid de l"eS' 0' de peck." , 
or misera:ble condition. The drunkard' has a .glorious 'Edgar raised.hi~ cap and tried to 's·pea}{. :but the word·s 
feeling 'but is in a miserable condition. The Laodiceans' 'wouldn't come. . ' 

/ felt fi~e, 'bu,t their feeling,s were not a true index of -thei,r "-Come ,in," said ,Colonel Kent. It sounded like an order.: 
cODdition. 'They felt .rich, and increased with 'good·s, and "Broke my window, did you?" der,nanded Colonel Kent. 
in ne~d of nothing, but a'ctually',they'were wretched, and "I~ don't know,' sir,"-·stammereli Edgal'. ".So~e 'of ' 
misera'blti, and poor, and blind,and naked. us d'ld" I .don~t 'know who th'J;'ew,the snowball. We were 

. '. . a'll throwIng, and you know 'how the balls get ·mixed· up: 
, There,Is Chr18tian Joy I'm very sorry, sir." , ' 

We are not ~aying th~ the 'Christian ,i'S without joy, ,Jrdgar looked 'fearfully at the old gentleman'·s' cane. 
Ibu,this joy is 'n9t in himself: "He rejoic~ ,in the 'Lord Rumor had it that Colonel Kent had caned ~ore than one 
and has no confidepce in the flesh. He ish'appy to know g\l'own man in'. days gone 'by. Was he going to use that 
thai' his name is written in heaven. His cause of re- cane now? " '; , 
joicing is not in hi's attainments or personal worthines·s.· . "'Kunnel, suh"--.:black Mandy's wrath had cooled-'dis 
Paul says, "We are the ci,rcumcision, wh~ch worship 'God .heah chile I!evah 'break dat winder! I·done see da-t,Baxter 
in the Spirit, and rejoice in, Chr.ist Jesus,and have no 'boy aim his balI fere to hit it hisself!". 

. confidence 'in the fleslf. (PhU.-,S:'S). "Ah, Mandy! you have won.derf1,l1 eyesight 7-:.. s.ome-
, A well.Jbalanced ministry w.ill ,promote humility a's well' times'!" twi'nkled ,Colonel Kent knowing ,that Mandy didn't 

as hope;, it will turn ·the eyes of the !believer ·~pon him-: see any s.u~ ~ing. 
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"The . others ran away from the crime, eh? Why did a two-fold prophecy: (1) that J@.u;s·reign would be dhal'flC-
you stay, Boy?~' asked the CoIo~el. iterized by blood-s'hed; (2) that taUs Jehu !Would be associated 

"To-to say. that we didn't mean to do it, si.r. I'm sure ,with· Razael, iPng ·of ,Syna, anij with Eli,ha ,the prophet. . 
. J eliu is introduced to us as ·tihe b<1ld captain of Ibhe anny of 

·nobod.y did it on purpose; it-it just happened." . . Israel, 'the general who commanded 1Ihe battalion stationed 
·"It could· 'have been an accident-I can 's'ee that," ad- at Ramoth-'gilead, the city w.hich had been recaptured from 

mitted the Colonel. "'But, you could have run away, too, 11he ISyrians (2 Kings 9:1-10). When he appe~d befor~ the 
h h', . ed" . officers of 1Ihe army after his anomting, ltihey, immediately 

as t e ot ets did. I m curious to Iknow W'py you 'stay. proclaimed him king,a sure proof of his ipapuhirity (2 Kings 
"I started ,to run,sir, and then I thouglht a Christian 9:'11-13). . 

· ought not to run off and not IlPo'logize; I don't have any. Without waiting for the Lord to'open the way for 'His word 
money, but -if there's any work I can do to pay-" to 'be accomplishcll, Jehu planned and executed a successful 

Colonel Kent cleared his throat, "Humph! a Christian, conspiracy algainst Joram, aiso ca:Hed Jehoram (2 Kmgs 8:1), . 
·the rei'gnIng king of Israel. J oram, son of Ahab, was slain 

eh? Well, well, what's being a Ohristian ,got ,to do with at Jezreel (meanin·g ''God .will scatter"-ZeCh 10:9), and also 
snow-'balling and smashing ,the other fellow's window,··and .A!haziaih,:the great g1"anciSon d.f AIhaIb (2 Kinigs 9:14-29). Thus 

.-such'like! A.nd·so you h,ave. religion.through the~wee~! did Jehu commence in Jezreel1ihe .s~aughter of the house of 
A good: many people just .have it on Sundays, and so it Ahab, against whom :the Lord· had announced judgment be
n~ver checks them u.p on week days' ail-o· ut. mistreating CRUISe of his great sin (1 Kings 21:19-26). Sin is a Jporal 

U plague against whiclh strong meaSures· must be taken.· 
their fellowmen, .an,1i ·so on - the way yours has. What According to·a simillll' .prophecy :(1 Kings 21:28) Jezebel, 
about those fellows that -ran away - not ChTi~ti~n?" ,tlhe wiclted wife of. AIhaJb ,was 'tihe next to perish· (2 Kings 

· "Oh t'h t 'bI d /' l' d Ed ~:30-37), fo1!lowed -by the sons and descendants of Ahab (2 , .. , ey were err1·.y scare, rep Ie ' gar un- Kings 10:1-12). Jehu was CIa man of mrght"', and the furious 
· i\appily. He :didn't want to pose as :being better· than driving for which he is cO'mmowy rememlbered is indicative 
· his friends. How could he excuse them? of· the ·paSsionate and relentless character of the man (2 

"You see I was captain, sir," ex-plained Edgar on sud- Kings 9:20; 10:34). '.r.he,judlgmeJits of God are sure to CODle 
den·thought, "Ju.st in our -playing, I mean .. The captain to pass, althougih they' may sometimes 'be delayed (1 Kings 

· ought to S'tle you. It was his du.ty,. not his men's, wasn't 2;1:27-29;'2 Pet. 3:9). .His· woN must .. be fU'l!f~lled ·(lPsa. 
. 119:89; Matt. 5:18; ~4:'35; 1 Pe't. 1:25). . . 

it, sir?" .Of the descendants of Ahab, Jehonadab 'wone was spared 
~ "Bless my soul!" cried the Colonel. "I salute you, (2 K!in'gs 10:1'5-17). 'l'Ms godly man, lmown as ·Jonada'b (Jer. 
Captain! You're a soldier after my own heart! I've 35:6-19), "ave preS'lii'ge to the, cause o'f Jehu and was called , 
k I upon to WItness Jehu's "zeal for :the Lord". This zeal for the 
. nown officers in my day that thou'ght the 'g ory was for Lard found expression, not only in his ·executing the sentence 
them, and all hard things for the 'buck privates- of God 'against 1ilie house of A·haJb, 'but also in exterminating 

"Mandy" ,Colonel :Kent broke off 'to call tJhecook. Mandy Baal ,worship in Israel.' . ' 
appeared promptly. '~Bring_ the cookie jar ·and some milk. Jeohu ·performed this deed in a deceitful mann~. Claiming 
I . h k t f . il- .' . h h to be" a more devou,t worslb.1pper of Baal 'lihail' Jeroboam had 

. WI'S to ta e up a m~ fer 0 Important ·uusmess Wit t e . been (1 Kings 16:31-33), he :gathered the Jleople ·.together to 
captain. He is a Christian sold,ier--'just tlie fe'llow I've a 'great sacrifice. Every single priest of Baal was present, 
been looking for to fetch my mail fl'om the post Office." wearing fu:l:1 reogalia, and every worshipper. Mter the Iburn't-

. "At your service, sir!" cried Ed'gar. Oh, .that wi-n help of~erin!g, ti4e 80 men com~ssioned for tihe task S'lew the 
mother!" he added. Priests 8.l!-d ~e pel>p1~, whlle the ,~ards and ;the captains 
"Y' . d' d 1 tod· Ct" II' 'd C 1 I' took 1ilie images a,.nd Idols from the house of Baal, tiurned 

ou ve .earne . a me' a ay, ap am, sal 0 ~me them and completely demoIisohed the temple (1 Kings 8:40; 
: Kent, "but your soldiers' should have come along and 2 Kings 11:18). Thus Jeohu ,put an .end to Baal worslhip in 
giv~n you their rn'oral suppOrt.-Heart ~nd Life. Israel •. : • 

----~ IL .Idols Tolerated: verses 29-81. 

Blhl- '. e. chu·· 0·1 L"e';SDD :Outline Jehu was commended for carrying out tihe wiH of ,the Lord, III i..I III in regard to tihe death of Aha.b's house. In return for his 
zeaJI the 'Lord promised tlhat his dhiidren to 'title fourth 'genera

Februarv 27. 1955 tion shou~d sit upon tlhe throne of Israel, a prophecy which 
., was .literally fulfilled (2 Kings 15:12). . 

----------....;.---------:------- Althollg'h Jehu ,was zealous in exterminating the. wOrSlrlP . 
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OLIVE ·L. CL~RK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 'of Baaf, it 'WoUld seem that he wu"'actuated chiefly by selfish 
or p<1litical motives, and that he desired ·merely to secure ifJhe 
approval of'1Ihe people. At any rate, he was not oPP'osed to 
idolatry as such, for he toleratea the worship of the' golden 
calves erected at Bethel and 'Dan .br JerOboam (1 Kings 12: 
25-33). Thus; like Jeroboam, he Binned 'himself and caused 
Jsrael.to sin (1 Kings 14:16; Matt. 5-:19). 

JEHU'S· REFORMS 
Leuon Text: 2 KiDigs 10:18-81: 
Golden Text: "For. the Lord seetih not as manseetih; for man 

olooketh on the outward appearance, ibut the Lord looketh 
on the beart."-l Samue116:7. . .' Jehu obeyed the Lold 'in some respects, but he refu.sed to 

.I. Idols Destroyed: verses 18-28. follow Him with 1M. who'le heart.(Deut. 11:18; 1 Ki!).gS 8:28; 
· Teachers of youuger sCholars may prefer to deal w.i1ili some 14:8)·. Those Who foHo\V 'tille Lord wholly, as did Calelb ana 

-"' th .. f th I ..... ....._- .:I ___ -':L....,.... J~s'hua, are in the 'IDinority (Deut. 1:36, 88; 2 Kings 23:8; . 
U.I. e pnncipies 0 e esson ra"uer·uww to ~·J!Ue'Wle·Ul:e Dan. 1:8,' 3':1.12),' :tihemBJ'oriol;y are content to comp·romise. 
of Jehu in detaH. : -Some of these main !truths are as foHows; 
the infaJIBbility of the word of God, the. fact· of sin, 'the cer- Jehu,die'd lifter a 10000g reign of 28 years '(2 Kings 10:34-36). 
tainty of judgment for sin, ·the necessity of a1bsolute obedience 'He was held· individually res~OJisible for his own wicked .. , 
to Ibhe Lord, idols in the hed arid 'tihe sin of compromise. . deeds, even when he was 1Ihe ilDBtmment in God's hands for 
· nisha, 1ilie prophet of the Lord, continue4 to exercise'wPunishing the ~vil deeds of A'hab ('Hos. 1:4). Tolle compie- . 

ministry for the Lord ·in Isratjl. for about fifty years after the mentary princip'les df divine sovereignty and human respoDsi
withdrawal of the Syrians f.rom the clty ot. Samaria, 'Wfhen 'biioity are both taught in Scripture. . - . 
tihey left food, possessions and equipment for the famine- . Daily Bible Readings 
stricken Israelites (2 ~ngs 7). One of EIoiIdla's duties was F~b. 21---1Prophecy Regarding Jehu .................. 1 Kdngs 18:11~18. 
to send a young prophet to anoint Jehu, the son df Jehosha- F b 22-A . t' f Jeh' 2 Tr;~,~ 9110 phat, tihe son of NimShi,·as.<the tenth king of Israel (2 Kings e . nOln mg 0 u ................................................ .u..u4sS : - • 
9:2) Feb. 28-Jehu. Ascends tlhe ThrOl!e .......... ", .... " ..... 2 !Qng8 9:11-18 

· • . ·Feb. 24-Drlvmg of. Jehu ."" ..... " ....... """ ................ ,,",, .... 2 KiDlgs 9:14-21 
The command to anoint Jehu had been 'giv~n in.1ilie ffrltt. Feb. 2fi-Conspiracy of Jehu " ......... "" ................... " ... 2 Kings 9:22-26 

place to Elijah 2~ .years before;tJhis. (1 ~in:gs .. 19:.16t 17,), but Feb. 26--Ju~ent 1JbiroU'gfh Jehu ", ... " ...... ,,, ...... ! ...... 2 Kinga 10:1-12 
was executed by his suoo~or. By lDSpll'&tion Ehj80Jl uttered Feb. 27-V~eance upon ~ehu " .. "" ........ : ....... _ ...... _ ... _ ...... HOsea 1:1-5 
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