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The King of. Glory Stands ·~n~-"Kn'ocks' 
. A Sermon b{the PastOr, Dr. 'T. T. Shields 

Preached in Jahris. Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sun.cu;.y Morni~g, October 3~st: i926 
(IStenograJpihically Repo:rf;ed) . , ' 

. (Thi~ serm.,n iatuen from our fIles at httheri:o.unprinW. ~~ons; and is .printed verbatim 88 delivered. 
. .. Dr. Shields has had nO opportunity either to see or'revise it aince its delivery.) . . 

"Behold., I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the 
·door, I 1Wil1 come in to him, and will sup '\Vith 'him, and he with me."-Rev. 3:20. 

THIS text is very ~requEmtly 'made the ibasis of appeals 
. to. the unconverted - and I think' it, may logically 

be so used; 'but its special a·pplication·js not:to those who 
have never 'known the Lord: it is part of the message 
which the Spirit conveys to.the churches'. It.is a picture 
of the 'Lord of ,glory excludedf.rom His own ihouse, shut 
out of His own church, standing at the door and knock-

· ing; asking to'be re7admitted to the hearts of men who 
have professed: .His name.. . , 

I. _, '. 
Those who are thus GlnLTY OF HAVING EXCLUDED CHRIST 

d.re described as 'b~ing iukewarm"":'" they are neither cold 
nor hot; they are temperate people - they 'are very mod­

_erate. in their religious expressions; they are middle-of­
... the-roaders -.: they ~are neutral on ·alImatter.s of im­
portance. They are n.either one thing nor the other, they 
are merely lukewarm; and t'his condition comes aJbout 
generally, through no' flagrilnt wrong-doing, but merely 
through neglect, 'a g.radual cooling of religious zeal, a 
diminution of religious activity, an imperceptible decline 
of sp~ritual temperature,'a 'graduafIetting down.of every~ 
thing, until the life is. no -longer a. flaming torch, it is 
not a burning and a shining Ii'ght, ,there is no glowing 
hospitable hearth awaiting the advent of the truth; 'but 
just a'few dull em'bers, a flickering }ioght,.a ·smoking ·flax. 
'Tlte life is just religiously lukewarm -not without re­
IigiOlis interests, the temperature has not dropp'ed to the 
level of a frigid religious 'indifference. ,People still ·go. 

· to church, they stilI. carry th~ir Bibles under their arms, 
they stil~ hold fast the profession of their faith; ,but there 
is_no glowing love for t'he Lord. Or, to keep to the fi:gure 

of the text, theiz: wor.sliip, heated by love's,~i,re, is not 
an accepta:ble drin'k.offering unto the Lord, the output of . 
tliejr life is lukewarm. "So ·th·en,'! said He, '~because 
thou art lu'kewarm, and neither cold.nor hot, I will s'pue 
-i'hee out of my mouth" - fJ. Ihorri:ble figure!- But it sug-

· gests th~t'there is-a type of reUgiou-s Jife that is utterly 
disgusting, n~useatin,.g, to God Himself - this spiritual 
lukewarmness which l'elegates our Lord' to a secondary 
or even lower-place in a 'professedly <t~ristian life .. 

The outstanding oSytp,ptom of that condition i'S that the 
person 8 .. 0 affecte~ is utterl,!! ,!,naioare, of it, for ther say, • 
"I am,rIch, and Increased, WIth goods, and have need of 
nothing.." 'How of,ten do you !hear of a religious meet-· 
ing to-day, a gat'hering of the representatives of churches 
in conference or convention;' where anything is'said' about 
departure from God, where any word is spoken to caIl, 
men ''hack to. God', or to remind men6f. the requirements 

· of 'God? Instead, such services area kind of mutual ad­
miration conference' in which every speaker is e~pected 
to congratulate those who have .preceded him, and where 
every report is so framed ·as· to ·give the 'j'mpres'sion that 

· we are' "rich and increased with ,goods, and 'have need 
of nothing", though knowing no~ :Jihat they are "wretch­
ed; 'and 'misera:ble, and poor, ·and 'blind, and naked". 

And! y~t our. gracious 96d isstie~: this invitation': . "I 
counsel thee to buy o~ me 'gold tri~d in the ~i,re,' that thou. 
mayest be rich" - He comes to make us .rich; He would· 
give us, not a 4ebased currency, qut He would 'bestow 
upon.us:·goldtha't·is tried in the fire, for He Who, was' 
rich for our .s·akes .became poor, that we throU'gh His ·pov­
erty might Ibe rich ,- "and! white raiment, that thQu may~ 

-. 
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est ,be clothed, 'and that the shame of thy D'a'kedness do 
not appear" - He would clothe us in Iheayenly ga,.rments, 
He would fit us for the divine Presence, so that we may 

, stand unabashed in the company of angels - "and anoint 
thine eyes with eyesalv~" -::: poor, hlind, self-satisfied, 
self~righteous, soul - "anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, 
that thou mayest see", that you may know just what you 
are, and where you are. ' 

And then, pathetically, He s'ays, "Behold, I, who ought 
to 'he the Lord of the heuse, stand at the door and 'knock 
- I am outside." I wonder if there are professing Chris­
tians here this morning to whom t1:le 'principle of the 
text a'pplies - a picture of the neglected Christ? - no 
ill word spo'ken against Hi'm, no flagrant sin committed, 
:but just neglect! reckoned out! 'and ultimately ,put Ol:lt, 
outside ·the door, knockin.g for re~admittance! How does 
'it come to 'pass that men and women, and boys and girls, 
who have professed the name' of Ohrist, come into such 
a sad and impQverished condition? 

i want to h~ very, very simple. It comes a;bout in this 
way that, very orten, we, begin things without him: we 
do not wait for Him, we do not wait upon Him; but we 
plan the affairs o~ life without Him, without taking His 
Word and His will into account. The man is 'a religious 
man, and he reada his Bible; but he does not 'bring some, 
contemplated course under the judgment of -God to 'know' 
'whether this is the way of the divine appointment; he 
simply plans his life, his !busines·s, his family affairs, 
,as though he were not the !bond~ave, of Jesus Chl'ist; , 
and he goes on aloout i~ witllout reference t~ His will, only 
to d·iscover later that he has plunged into something that 
has led him off the track, and out of fellowship,. and :that' 
he is far along the road, and the Master is not with, him 
- he did not 'ask Him to go, he did not wa'it for a knowl­
edge of His wiH, he si'mply began without Him. I u'sed to 
hear a ,prayer, in the days when I was, morjil conversant 
with the Anglican ritual than I am to-day, which peti­
tioned' that "aU our works may be Ibegun, continued, 'and 
end~ in Thee". It is a good ,prayer to pra\V, that every­
thing should he begun, continued, and ended in' Christ. 
Is 'there someone here 'who has begun something without 
Christ? You have ju'st neglected Him, you have not 
consulted Hi'm. 

Anot4er thing - and this has special a:ppliction to ·the 
young people present this morning - Ohrist is neglected 
in our pleasures. It is perfectly legitimate for us to de­
sire to enjoy life~ - He ha·s given "us richly all things 
to enjoy." I don't !believe He wants 'boys and girls, and 
young men and women, to have long faces, and to spend 
their lives in sighing; we' ought to be spendin'g our time 
in singing, 'we ought to be happy, we ought to be full of 
joy. He said, "These' things have I spoken unto you, that 
my joy might remain in you." But, 'my fl'iend-s, if we 
are going to have His 10y, then we must ikeep company 
with Him. And some of-you, 'perhaps, have 'been seeking 
your pleasures apart f.rom Him, you did' not invite Him 
to go 'along, ,you did not aS'k whether the thing you ,plan­
ned was in acoord'ance with His will - and, you lost Him 
in the pur8u~t of ,pleasure; and you have become sadly 
awa,.re of a distance !between you ,and Christ. 

And so, to be very .practical and s,imple, -He is neglected 
in this sense, that men have not talked with Him. Do you 
say "Good morning", to the members of your f~ily 
'wh~n you come down in the .morning? Do you g.reet them . 
with a kindly word? Or, when you go into the office or 
shop, do you say to your a~sociates, "Good morning, jot is 
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'a fine morning"? It is 'a' ;Very simple matter, but still 
there is a oord~al greeting. Surely you a're not impolite 
enou.gH to walk into your place of !business, or into the 
presence of the members of your fami'ly, witllout a' word! 
'If you did, what would they think of you? They would 
wondEn: what they had done to offend you. But, alas, 
how many of the Lord's people f·ail to greet Him in the 
morning, and fail to greet Him at the evening hour! I 
wonder how many of you remember that great preacher 
we once had in our Denomination, and Who, on many 
occasions, has· preached from this pulpit? He has heen 
dead many years now. I never knew hi'm 'personally, but . 
I heard him on one or two occasions when I was a lad. 
His name was Alexander Grant, a rugged 'Scotchman, a. 
man who walked with God, and I heard a friend say that 
one ni'ght he 'was sleeping with 41exander Grant, they 
were delegates, I think, to a'Convention, or something of 
the sort. They had 'been having a very happy time to­
gether"and they were sleeping together in-the same room. 
The convers·ation had ceased, arid this f.riend was lying 
awake su'pposing that 'Grant was 'sleeping; !but occasion­
ally he ca)lght a whisper, almost as thou1gh he were talk­
ing in his sleep. And then he said, "Grant turned over 
and said, 'Well, good-night, 'Lord Jesus,' and in a moment 
he was just sleeping sweetly like. a little child." . 

Have you learned to say, "Good morning," to the Lord? 
and to say, "Good· night", to Him? Or has there been, . 
my friends, a long silence between you? Listen: this 
word is spoken to the church, to the chureh of the Laodi­
ceans; and_I can find you many ~churches in this city· 
that do not talk to 'God, they have not even a ,prayer meet- , 
ing; sometimes they have,·a meeting which they call a 
prayer-meeting -'- in 'Same cas'esbhe 'Pastor does all the 
talking, and inste!1d of the church talking to 'God, COIp­

muning wit~dts Well-Beloved, they come anli talk to each , 
other '8!bout everythil\g 'but, about th~ ~ord Jesus. 'Is it 
any wonder that He should feel neglected,? , 

The ministry of collective prayer is a very i~portant 
one .. - Where that is neglected, the Lord Jesus will soon 
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be on the outside of the church, let me tell you that. 
· Whatever He may 'be in respect to individuals, let the 
c'hurch neglect· to talk with Him, and soon He will be· 
offended. Oh, may I emphasize the importance of that, 
that you and I s·hould lea·rn daiiy to talk with Him. 

. And, my friends, He is neglected m this sense that 
men do not hear His Word. Do you know it is possible 
to ·read the Bible, and not to hear Christ ·speak? There 
may 'be some~heJ,"e this morning Who pride themselves on 
hein'g students of the Word, andi you may know the 
letter of the Bible, and :be' able to repeat it from Genesis 
to Revelation, and yet not hear the voice of God. What 
I want to know is, not only, Are you taUdng to ,God, but; 

· is He talking 'back to Y.,ou? Is He speaking out of this 
Holy Book to heart and conscience every day, and are 

·you listening to what He has to say? Oh, Jarvis Street 
mem·bers, my responsibility is specially in .relation to 
you, I must "he faithful with you. You profess faith in 
Ohrist, you have come in.to the fellowship of the church, 
you 'hav~ made 'a bold and a ·great confession in the day 
that you were bu'ried .with Him !by !baptism, an,d raised 
again to walk in newness of life; ·but let me urge· you to 

. answer this question, Are you listening to catch the faint-
est whisper of His' voice? Amid. all the Babel sounds 
with which we are SUlTounded, los the still small voice of 

· the. Spirit of 'God 'being heard? and is the Word of God 
directing your daiiy life? If not, you 'are not in ri'ght 
relationship to Ohrist. It is of no lise t~ say that you 
had an experience' yearS8lgo, if you are neglecting Him 
Who is your Lord. A woman told me once of the ex­
perience she had with her husband after she was Con­
vened. 'She s·a.id that ~or two week-s he never spoke a 
single word,' she did not 'hear his voice: he lived in the 

r house, came down ·to hreakfast in the morning, came home 
to -lunch, came home a'gain at ni'ght - :but for two weeks· 
he never broke the silence. I wonder what you women 
would think if your husband's did· ·not speak to you for 
two weeks? How would you men get along if you never 
heard your wife's voice for two weeks? Accordinog to ·the 
funny editors, there is more than one man who 'hears 
his wife's voic~ too ·often! 'I don't know, I ~ope that is 
not true .. Our Lord Jesus is the Bridegroom; the ChurCh 
is the bride. ,Christ loved the church and gave Himself 

. for it, and He desires to live in fellowship and communion 
with His Ibeloved; 'but, alas, too often He is utterly 
neglected, and stands in an attitude of waiting, "B~hold, 
I stand at 'the door, and knock." If you are really a Ch~is­
tian, the Lord Jesus has not forsaken you; if you are 
really bou·ght with His blood, if you. have really !been 
quickened into newness ofIif~, if you 'are really a· chil4 
of His, He will never let You' go - never! He may be 
outside, ibut oh, He has' a plan fOl' you, and He is standing 
at the door ·and knocking. 

with a rod,: "As many as I love, 'I reibukeand chasten." 
I wonder if there is someone Ihere this morning who 

is bitter of ·spirit, like 'Naomi when she came back say­
ing, "'Cali me not Naomi, call me 'Mara: for the Almighty 

. hath dealt very !bitterly with me. I went out full, and 
the Lord hath Ibrought me home again empty: why then 
call ye me Naomi, seeing the Lord 'hath testified against 
me, and the Almi·ghty hath afflicted me. I have lost 
everything, yet 'I tried to serve Him" -, and she was 
bitter of spirit. I wonder is there someone "down in 
the dumps" this morning? You have come to C'hurch, and. 
you are in an attitude of antagonism toward God'; yop. 
say, "This last week .. has heen the most uncomforta1ble 
week r 'have had" it has Ibeen a week full of trouble, full 
of losses and disappointments" - "Whom the Lord- loveth 
he chastenelJh, and scourgeth every -son whom he 're­
ceiveth.". My dear friends, that does not mean that you 
are necessarily ·a greater .sinner than someone else: it 
means that God loves you supremely, and He say·s, "I 
am ·going to make something of that man." And so He 
stands 'at the door and 'knocks, and if only' your ear were 
trained to hear it, you would d,iscover that -behind all your 
difficulty, ,behind all your troubles, behind all your griefs, 
there js' the loving 'Purpose of a 'gracious God Who wants 
to get 'back into your life, and ·get the fi·rst place which 
once you 'accorded 'H~m. "Behold, I s·taild,-at the door, 
'and knock." . If you are face to face with such ·a condi­
tion this ,morning, will you bow ibefore Him and ask for 
an explanation, and listen to the kn'OCk until you find,' 
out who is startd,ing at the door? for remember thi's, the 
Hand that Iholds the rod is the Hand that 'ha·s, the n~il 
print; the Hand th~t chastens, is the Hand that was ex­
tended on -Calvary when Jesus died for you. And behind 
it aU there is His throbbing heart, "Behold, I stand at 
the door, and knock." 

TIl. 
And He not on'ly knocks, HE SPEAKS. You remember 

.in the Song of Solomon when the spouse was wakened, 
and :her Ibeloved was on the outside, s'he said, "I sleep, 
but my heart waketh: it is the voice of IJ1y beloved that 
knocketh, saying, Open to me, my sister, my love, my 
dove, my undefiled:. for my head is filled with dew, and 
my locks with the drops of the' night. Won't yoU let me 
in ?" And she said, "l-sIeep, I am trying to fOl'lget him, 
I' am trying to be comforta!ble in my separation from 
him -"but my neart won't sleep,. it wakes, and I can hear 
him all the time knoeking, "!mocking; it is the voice of 
my 'beloved." 0 God give us wakeful 'hearts ·that we may 
never ·sleep whiie He' is outside. "'It is :the voice of my 
heloved." '. 

I wonder if you ,have heard Him in these poor words 
.thi-s morning? 'I wonder if the Spirit has .brou.ght to 
your attention some point at which you parted. compan~ 

II. with Jesus Christ? I wonder has He shown you that 
your fellowship' with Him' was Ibroken right there, and 

How DOES HE KNOCK? How does He 'knock? How does' 'are you facing the issue just at this moment, as to 'how 
the Lord Jesus knock? "As many as Tlove, I rebuke and you shall get back? He knocks, and He calls, for He 
chasten," He says - and listen, "be zealous,. therefore, says, "If any man hear my voice" - Oh, I beg of you, 
and repent." Before I got into the 'bad 'habit of driving when the Word of the Lord comes to you, whether by 
a motor car, I used to us·e a walking 'stick, - they cost these unw~rthy lips or some other, or from the reading 
less, and' I 'believe t'hey are far healthier if one has time of the Book itself, when you hea·r Him knocking 'and 
- hut I used to use my stick very often as a knocker..:..- speaking, I Ibeg of you ·pay heed to that divine admoni­
when these electric bells were out of order, and I did not :tion. He stands at the 'door and knocks, and what does 
want to hu·rt my knuckles, I just took my stick and rap- He say? - "If any man hear my voice'~ - "Faith com­
ped on the door, it made a louder noi-se. .sometimes ou,r eth Iby hearing, and hearing by the word of God." It i-s 
Lord Jesus knocks with a 'stick, som~imes He 'knocks always the Word, my f-riends, that is the 'great corrective, 
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. ., 
as we :listen. to God's Word, as we submit ourselves to the all albout us as the air is '31bout this Ibuilding,and if you 
aut;ho.t:ity of God's Word:, we sh'all find out what is wrong -want. ·some fresh 'air, do you 1!:now what to do? Just open 
with us; He is the divine Ph~sician. . the windciws ~ you don't have to invite it in:. it wilI 

"If any man hear/my voice!" Will·You hear it? Oh,. . co:me; just 'Open the windows. All we have to do is to. 
'letl~'me pause. There may ,be an' unconverted one here open our hearts to Ohri'st, yield our wills·.to Ghrist, yield 
this morning. He knocks for y'OU too, you kriow; and He '04-r imaginations to Him -- all there is 'of us - and He 
calls for you too. "I~ you have never opened the door be- will COIlle in, and we wiIl have a meal. together. Well, 
'fore, will you op.en it Jhis ·morning? "If 'any man hear nOW, if some people were .s'tand·ing 'at yqur dOGr and· 

· my voice" --: what" else? -What 'm:ust we do when .we hear kno'cking, making a ,proposal of that sort, you would say, 
the Word? 'Open the door. What does it mean? "It means "That is a very good 'reason why I should not open the 
to deal witn the barrier between ourselves and Christ. L door, because ·there is riot much in the pantry"'! You 
don't know what the door is 'in your case. It means, of women like to have advance nOtice when you are goiI)g 
coul"se; 'the' surrender oj the will; it means the submission to have' guests, d,o you not·?· I, usoo to :know a certain 
of the judgment to His .superior wisdom; it 'means .the 'I:llan who came from England; 'and when He came to this 

'yielding of the' ·guest-chamber, of, the 'affections; it country he was dften invited out to tea. He had not ·got 
means the enthronement of Jesus Ohrist -in heart and used to Canadian ways, and there were certain things 
life - ·but· at the ,particular ,point' wbere there has been that lie never found in the homes of his friend,s, so when­
all interruption' of fellowship !between us and the Lord, ever 'he and his wife went visiting, they always car,ried 

· it means sur.render at that point, it ~eans r"ight-ab6ut-· something with them! JSometimes it offended the hos­
face at that point --.:.. ·and if the. Offence has' been ·open, tesses, because When they 'invited them '16 'dinner they 
it means open confession too. .' did' not expect them to come with 'a basket on th~ir arms. 

I will teH you· what it may mean:' there may. :be somEl- But now what shall we do? How shaH we entertain the 
one here this 'morning who has "some ,g,rudge against ~'rinc~ 'of GlorY, fo.t:. you see'we .are 'poor, and'misera:ble, 
someone else - II don't ,know how it is that people are and :bUnd, and. na'ked, and we have, not the prOp'er clothes 
·map,e that way, Ibilt they· ·a.re. ,·Lon.!g ago ,a ·man got cross to wear nor food to put on !the ·t3Ible,and we have noth-
with his pastor albout sometJhing. They both wrQte to irig of ourselves :to. entertain the Lord Jesus? ':.' . 
,me and asked' me to be 'arbitrator, t'O hear the evidence ,,' ISomeone says, this m()rning, "I am' afl.'aid th;at if I 
· on both sides and 'give them a little !bit 'Of .'advice. So i . were to ,let .Him in I would' give Him such poor fare that' 
got· the two brethren together, and I got all the facts 'as ,He would,go out again." Oh, but He' is unlike any other 
well as I,could, and played! judge.' I had t'O say to this guest, He is·th,e Pri~ce'of Glory, and He ,br:ings'alI His 
brother - i. had' 'known him years before - that he -had provisions 'with Him. Ev,erything? Yes, He Ibrings a'll, 
been very untrue to his 'pastor. However, I 'gave them 'Hi,s 'proyisions with. Him: You know the story of Elijah 
advice - they asked for' ,it, I di~ not volJlnteer i't - and when he came to the woman who -had no meal - or, Just 
t~ey shook hands; 'an,d 1 .supposed the thing ,w~ s{!ttled. ,8 little meal and a little oil iq the cruse, and she was 
But do you know, years after'that --:- it must 'have been going to 'make one little Ibit 'Of aC3lke for herself 'and ,her 
twelve years after, at least - one day I heard a knock son, 'and they were going.to eat it'and die; they were so 
at my door, and: I opened it, and there stood this deacon! poor? I't was in the day' of famine,' and the visitor s'aid, 

-He came in, and 'I told him I ~'as ,glad to see him, and "Y'OU 'mak~ me a, little ca,ke 'first, 'be~use I have come to 
asked him what he wanted. He said, !'You know, I was you·in the name 'Of the 'Lord, and the Lord! gives you this 
never satisfied with that jud'gment you gave rubout twelve promise, that if you make me ,a little ca:ke first, the ibar­
years ago,' and I want you to re"open- it:" . "\WJ.y,i' I said, reI .of meal shalf not fail,' nor the cruse of oil, until the 
"[ have forgotten all'a'bout it, 'and I am sure Mr.So-and'- Lordi-sends, rain on-the earth." Anei'so, as she let Elijah 

- ,'So ha's too." - "Well," he said, "'I.have not"! I sa}-d, "You in, 'he brought plenty with him, and instead or' 'being 
look as though you had not"! I have- not seen him ~or' stricken with famine in t'he mids,t of fa,mine, sh'e enjoyed - , 
years, ·and: I ,saw him voting at the 'Converition . ..:..... and Heaven's fulness. ., 

. you know whicli side he was"on, Think 'Of it! - a ,pro- And, my dear friend'S, whatev,er we'nee~ thi!O 'moment, 
fessing Chl"istian man had 'been 'n,ursing ~hat' grud.ge in' it is in the hand,'Of our 'gracious God,; and if ,we.will just 
his' heart all those years until it had hecome 'as :big 'as a open the d'Oor He, will come i'n: if you need: -forgiveness 
mduntain, and· he had lost his Iblessing - for you cannot of' sins, He will 'give it to you; if Y'OU need peace, He will . 
entertain that feeling t'Oward any mortal- for twenty-four ,give' you 'that; if you need 'power; He will bestoW' that on I 
hours, and 'keep company with 'Christ at the same ti'me. you - whatever you need He, wiil .. give; and He will sit 

, Don't tell Ilie you' 'can, for I know you can't: "If ye for" at the ,table :~ith you. 'To 'h;tve' fellowshi,p .with Jesus 
,give not men, their trespasses, neither will your Father Ghrist means ,to !be in heaven itself.' ' ,-
forgive ,your trespasses." :And if you have any g,r,udge Now that is a vElry simple ~ord, and i~t is 'designedly 
against any mortal 'OIi earth in y'O.u'r heart, you are kept simple. It -is just like'the mHkman or the baker at'the ,_ 
out of fellowship with Go~ - I don't care who you are, 'door ,and' the little girl hears the knoc'k 'and she calls 
- you. might just as well stop ~our praying 'and !pu:t that UtPst~irs;, "Ma"ma, there is someone at the door'" and 
t'hing right here 'and now, for you will.never 'be ri'ght Mother calls down and says "'fell him no bread to:a.ay" 
yodrself until it is right. "I "stand at the·:d'Oor,. 'and or, "Tell him,one loaf .to-da'y" - you ''know how,.it goes: 
knock:' If ,th~re is anything like that, I:lnd you hear His don't you? 'The Prince of 'Gl-ory. is at the door, What 
voice, 'will y'OU ?pen the. door. ib?" just 'getting rid of wm' you' tell Him, ,boys and gii'is? What wilf you tell Him 
-that. thing, untIl there IS nothmg Ibetween you and this morning? Have you heard Him calling? What will 
Christ? YOlir an~er ,:be? Will you just open the'door and :let 

And what then? "I will come in ,to him, and will ·s)lP ;Him in? Will 'you ,go hOII).e. with :11he Lord J;es!ls'to din­
with him, and he with me. I ~will come in the minute ner to-day, lilnd have ,such a feast as you never had in ail 
you open t?e d~or:" My fri~nd-s, :the Spirit of God is' y'Our life !before,? And 't'he' a-Ii,gels wiiI ,play in the orches- . 

," 

... '. 
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tra; and all Heaven will come down to ,bless 'you,.if oniy 
you will open the door. . " , " 

Let us bow in prayer: 
, '0 Lord; our G~, "-w~ conf~ss before Thee that we are 

"P.rone to wonder, LOl'd we feeI'it; 
Prone to leave 'the God ,we love, -. 

and we b!ll{eve ,lJhait many come s~ying·tihis morning, 
I . ... .. 

'''Here's my heal"t, db, ta'ke ~d seall it, 
Seal ,it for Thy courts 8Jbove." 

If any of 'l'hy delll1' children 'haye missed' tihe ~lear view of 
Thy countenance" if ·any.'have cz:owded Thee out of their' 

_ lives, Lord Jesus, we praY ·that by Thy !Spirit they may Ibe 
enabled to open th¢' door.W'il~ Thou not come in as' we open 
the ,dQor now? And if :lihere are ·lJhose here ·this 'morning -
and there are many - who oU'ght 'to confess that 'they 'have, 
now .open~ the do()r, W'ilt Thou ,give them 'grace so to d:o? 
And may 'be there ar!l some who !have never yet known Thee, 
o Thou· Spirit of God', if 'Dhou Ihast -spoken, wilt Thou"not 
co~strl:\in t>hem tc? come? ,Bless us. now for the very few 
m'inutes-we 'tarry m'',rhy presence here, fQr JesUiS' s~e, Amen. 

MAY IT NEVER BEl. . 

OF LATE the newspapers have.carl'ied despatches of 
an, ala~ming nature. We are told that the St. 

~aurent goyernment has approached, a Roman ·patholic 
prelate and r.equested him to accept a, seat, in th~ Cana- . 
dian Senate. Th:e ,churchman apparently· is willing to 
1,Lccept· but the Roman Ol).urch will not cQnsent. ,tQ the 
appointment. EQr once, THE ·GOSPEL WITNESS finds it­
self-in,agre.ement wil1h the Church 'Of Rome, ,although QUI" 
·r,easons, for reaching" this simila.r concJusiQn. 'are very 
different., , " 

There was a ;f;i:me when 'such an annQuncement would 
h.ave arou~e4 a sto'rm of protest so·that the' Ottawa poli­
ticians would have rushed fQr shelter. The goVernment 
nQW seeins to"'beso' complacent ~a'bout such matters that 
it fears ,no repercu'ssions at. the polIs ,a.ndv~ry little has 
been heard from a complacent or cowardly oppositiQn. 
. The Conservatives are so !busy cQu.rting, Quebec tbat. 
the~.'rriust feel that ,discretion is the 'better part of valour, 

--' -~--- while the C.C.F,. party has made an abj.ect surrender in 
LEST WE-FORGET 'apologi~ing for some·tru'e,words spoken !by one of their' 

',Exactly fou.r' hundred years ago on' February 9th,' B.C. ~'em~ers 'aJbout the province 'Of. Quebec. Thus the. ' . 
1555, John Hooper, Bishop of Gloucester and: Wor.cester once~stal'tlJng announcement that a clergyman was asked 
was burried at the ·stake fQr, his faith. in Christ: He 'Wa~ to sit in,the Senate, was greeted with a deafening sHence. 
the. first of four En'gIish, 'refQrmers, 'all '!bi'shQPs, who Protes'tan~s, ~ave yQU lost you~ vQice?" Rest ·assur.~, .if 
were martyred during that year, the others being IRobert 's.uch a thmg IS' alIQ~ed, yo~ wIll'soOn lose 'Y01!r reUglOus 
Fer.rar, cBil!'hop OL St. David's, Hugh Latimer, a former lI!berty!' 
~rshop of WQrc'ester, and ~icholas Ridley, BishQP 'of 'Whenever ·thEl.i'!'l is an aUi-ance 'b,etweenany church 
London. But for the mercy 'Of GQd there WQuld have (ProtestaI:J.'t or Roman) and the state, trQuble is in stQre 

',.beep. ,8, fifth; Miies Coverdale, the famous transliltor of for' di.ssen~ers. This i·a~est mQve ~ay' he said to ,be nQt 
the Bible an~ ~ishop 'Of Exeter, who had-.been granted a ~n a!hance -but a gOC?dwI11 ·gesture, 'but 'rest flssured that 
passPQrt-to leave England. ' " ' It represents the tbm ed'ge of :the wedge that can soon 

IF"oxe, in :his "Book of Martyrs", descri'bes John Hooper I separate a citizen and religious Uberty., ... 
as a schola,r and a saint. A graduate of Oxford, his' zeal Of course the feelings of Protestants are to be sooth~ 
fQr the Loz:d and his spirituai activities during the reign ed: by the intimatiQI). that SQme prQminent Protestant 
of Henry VIIt brQu.ght him,into disfavor with the UIli- clergyman' might he asked to 'sit in the ·~enate. ,Small 
versity authorities, wllo 'summarily di·smissed him. He consolatiQn! No true Protestant wiB rejoice at such news' 
.fled to France a,nd ,then', to ,Germany. D!1ring the peace- for' ,he desires to see neither an active PrQtestant- clergy-' , 
ful reign of Edward VI he ,returned from .exile, and while' man nor a Roman priest"'apPQinted to· the Senate. Any 
prea~~ing in London to the crowds who waited u'pon his such an appointment "reflects goverhmen~ favQu.r tQ-

", ministry, he "corrected sin, 'and shar.ply invei'ghed against, ward one or more religions, and 'while it may seem, fQr 
the 'in,iquity ·of the WQrld' and the' corrupt ',a!bl,lses of the the moment, tQ !be inconsequential, a bad precedent is. 
church": Being 'appointed Bishop of Gloucester and WQr- esta!blished which in the fu·ture might be e~pIQited to . 
cester, he preached with unctiQn, always .grea·tly ·beloved rob ,citizens of their lilberties. 
a's "a careful imd'vigilant pastQr": We :would hope that any Protestant C'lergyman a'p-

When :bloody, Queen Mary ascended the thrQne, '!re- proached would refuse to accept a ,:Senate seat. A,ccept­
,liogion 'being' su'bverted and· changed," the 'bishop was ance would leave the door wide open to Rome and would 
'among the .first to b~ sen't ~r to answer charges against - nuIIify~ the effect of PrQtestant objections to' uniQn 'Of 
him. Wh,en caned !befQre a council' of bil!hops and Qffi-- church and "state. . '--'L.K.T. 

_daIs, in London, he refu:sed ·to forsa~e the evangelical -------
doctrines which he had been preaching; tQ .return :tQ 
the Roman church or acknQwledge the 'pope as head of _~HE-LORD'S DAY IN-JARVIS STREET 

, the English church. !Good Bishop HQQper c;laimed that ;Splendid con'gregations assemhled at !bQth servic~s 'On . 
, since,the pope taught doctrines oontrary tQ';the doctrines 'Sunday, February 6th. Rev; H. C. Sl-ade preached a .fine 

of Chi-i'st, he "WQuld 'not condescend to any, such usurped sermon in the morning on the text, "'When I see the "blood, 
juri'sdiction". He, was' therefore degraded from his of- I wiN pass over you." 'In response tQ the invitation a 

I fice,' imprisQned and ilien 'burned tQ death. .young girl frQm the Bihle SchoQI. pu!bIiCly acknowledged 
We honour 'the memol'yof Bishop John Hooper for his her f8'ith in· Christ. In the evening, Dr. Robert Dubarry 

constancy, love and devotion to the lArd ,and to the truth spoke with 'earn'estness 'and grace ,on the theme, "FQr I 
'Of His 'Word even unto death. 'Like ,the Apostle Paul he have received' of the 'Lord that which ·,alSQ I delivered 
was wilIiil.'g to' say, "But nQne C?f these. things move me, untQ 'you." I As a CQmmunion_MeditatiQn the message 
neit~er count'I my life dear unto myself, SQ that I.might .. prepared the hea.rts· 'Of the people for the Lord's Supper, 
ftnish my CQurse with JOY, and -the ,ministry" which I ,which followed. 
have received ,of' the Lord Jesus,' to testify the 'gospel- N ext Sunday; Februa.ry 13th, R~. George B. Fietcher • 
of the grace of God.": . " ' • .from Newport' News, Virginia, wi'll preach mQrnihg and' . 

J i '.' --'O.L.C. ~vening. " ~Q.L.C. 

o 

, \ 
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Who .Owns· a Baptist Church Building? 
reality the courts have· ruled that the' local church is to 
'be deepriv'ed of its ,power to withdraw at will fr.am what 
at first was a voluntary association. Conventions are 
to become Baptist popes and no pope is so tyrannical as 
a self-styled> Baptist .pope! I 

THOSE of US who are Baptists glory in the 'great Bap­
tist distinctives which we hold in addition to the gen- , 

erally 'accepted 'principles of the evangelical faith cOm.­
mon to all true ibelievers. Among these distinctives is 
the absolute autonamy of the local church composed of 
ibaptized 'believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. others 'may 
choose dq-astically to modify their freedom of action by . Modernists Happy 
employing ·a pres'byterial system, an .episcopal syste~ or As soon as ,this decision 'Was made known, the modern-
variations of t'hese 'but weare ,persuaded that the Baptist ists l'ejoiced and their mouthpiece in the United States," 
system is firmly ,rooted' in scriptu,ral 'grounds. The Christian Century, lectured Baptists on church gov- " 

-Cammonly it is said that a more rigid, autocratic and ernment. Of. course the modernists could rejoice for the 
central control would eliminate many of the difficulties decision could mean ,that they could not only control .but 
that arise through an independent system of church gov- expropriate the property of evangelicals within any e<>n­
ernment. Thus· the argument of· ex,pediency is used. vention. (Incidentally in this article 'We are not dis­
~urely for a believer the hi'ghest appeal is· - '~What saith cussing the merits or demerits of the Southern Baptist 
t.he Scripture?" Having determined that, 'at all costs Convention but ;rather examining an historic Baptist 
the ·scripturai" example is strictly observed .. Those who principle which has ,been defied in a case in which the' 
argue from the standpoint of expediency would do well Southern Convention 'hap'pens to ,be involved.) 

, to remern:ber that of 'alI political systems, 'the dictatorial Of cO,urse; evangelical' B8Iptists,- for the most part, 
concept is the one whieh produces fewer quarrels and in- ~ised their hands in horror. No one could lhave dreamed 

. sures a rigid uniformity. Yet despite these pretended that 'such a decision could' Ibe made in the face of Bap- , 
advantages of either political or religious dictatorship tist history. 
we 'Would prefer to accept 'a f,ree reli'gious or political ays- The Watchman-Examiner 
tern together with the minor ri&ks involved. 

Under 'a Baptist system of church government who In the latest issue of the Wdtchman-Ea;aminer, "A Na-
owns the church building and property? :-. the pastor? tional Baptist P'aper", the is.'!ue is discussed in an article 
the a'ssociation? the convention? No, the people of the "Who Owns a Baptist Church?" This paper traces its 
local church both own and control their own property. . beginning to th·e year 1819 and has had a glorious his­
The memlb'ersat a given time in history have the sole tOl'Y: if, :however, -this article 'indicates the direction in 
voice in the control and disposition of .the property. We ~hiCih it is now travelli~g! then ~he ultimate dest~nation 
da.re to declare that this is basic to true Baptist polity IS ~e f8;r coun~ry of rel~·glOuS bureaucracy a~d bl~nd de­
and any deviation from'this is a serious infringement of nO~Il1natlon~1 dIcta'torshlp. In ,fact the .artl~le. IS con­
Ba.ptist principies. . ~lCUOUS C'hl~fly Ibe~aus~ of. its u~er lack of under~tand-

Tendency Toward Centralization' 
Increasingly however the tendency -toward centralized 

con'tirol is seen in the midst of Baptists. The trend· of 
the age is toward! Ibureaucracy in government, centraiiza.­
tion in industI:yand uniformity in thought. Unfortun­
a'tely some Baptists are in a hurry to leap aboard this 
shaky bandwagQn. ' 

Case in U.S.A. 
While -this can Ibe 'seen in Oanada,' 'a really stri'king "in­

stance occurred "in' the ,United ,States. We use it to iUus­
tr~te our point. In North Carolina was ·the North Rocky 
Mount B8Iptist Church. which 'was voluntarily associated 
with the Southern Baptist Convention. This church, un­
der tpe leadershi,p of Rev. 'Samuel W. H. ,Johnston, voted 
to sever its connection with the. Southern Baptist Con­
vention. The .vote was 241-144. Any inf()rmede observer 
would feel that this -was the end of- the matter and that 
the local church was now free from any association·with 
the Southern Convention. 

Minority Rule 
. Not so! The minority group took the matter. to court . 

and actually ()Ibtained a ruling' that the "true congrega­
tion 'of the North Rocky Mount Baptist Church is the 
minority group-of its members who have 'remained loyal 
'to the Southern 'and State Baptist Convention!" The 
-majority a·ppealed the decision -but a:gain the minority 
was upheld in a court of law. Thios is a serious matter 
and one which should concern Baptists very much for in 

mg .of· BaptIst ,polIty, Its sheer d~sregard for ScrIpture 
and, a !blind adherence to religious uniformity and medi­
oCrity.· 'Seldom have we {"ead a ,weaker. a·rgument. 

Building Not the Church 
. Th~ very title of the article shows a lack of under­

standing of the Ba'ptist position - "Who Owns a Baptist 
Church?" Obviously what the writer meant wa's - "Who 
Owns a Baptist Church Building?" The Lord alone 9wns 
'phe blood :bou!ght children -who· compose local churches. 
The' -building is not the chu,rch. . , 

'Tehe article is· a 'su'btle defence of modernism for its 
great court.of Ii'ppeal is "historical connections" or '''de­
nommational connections". Not OIle mention is made of 
'the possi'biIity of their denominational connections 'be­
-ing absolutely at enmity with histoz:ic 'Baptist princi,ples. 
After all,! the great concern is not albo!1:t past affiliation 
-but -with present principles.· No matter how honoured 
·be the past of any . denomination, if "its present 'be charac­
terized 'by d-epart~re or deviation from the truth, then 
the believer and the local church are honour-Ibound to 
'protest and, if need Ibe, with"d,raw . 

Court Definition of a Baptist Church 
The Wa,tchman-Ea:aminer ·actually has the audacity to 

quote with seeming approval the court's definition' of a 
"true Baptist church as being, "those who adh".ere and 
sulnnit to the regular order of the church, local and 
general, whether they 81re a majority or a minority of 
the membership." ,Popery! By no sketch of the imag-
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ination does such a definition leave room· for indepen­
dence in the local church. "Ob," says someone, "the local 
church is to be absolutely independent except with regard 
to the disposition of property." 'The moment that we allow 
any exception, we have destroyed the principle. 

A MORE CONVENIENT SEASON 

"Not yet, igo.thy way for this time; .when I have. 
·a more convenient season, I will caU for thee." 

-lActs xxiv. 25 

Delilah &heared the lo'cl~s of ISamson; ·Salome danced 
lJi;ke the· proverbial ostrich the Watchman-Examiner Herod into the pit; Drusilla 'blocked up the way to heaven 

bu·ries its head in the ground and choos·es not to see any for Felix; .an'd unless some of you repent, you shall like­
evidence'of mod:ernism or bureaucracy and attributes all wise perish. Yet when I present the 'subject, I fea·r that 
divisions to' ·selfish pride ·and carnal' temper. We would some of you ,w-ill say: "Not quite' yet .. 'Don't Ibe so pre­
not deny that such may sometimes ,be the case 'b~t we 'cipitate in your di!mands. I have a. few tickets yet tpat 
know that in the instance of the Northern Convention, I 'have to u'se. .1 have a few engagements that I mu.st 
which' the Watchman-Examiner su'pports, most of the' keep. II want to stay a little longer in the whil'1 of con­
divisions were according to truth and have been honoured viviaHty~a few mOl'e guffaws of unclean laughter, a few . 
of :God. in· the sa'lvatioIi of -souls and establishment of more steps on the road to death, and -then, sir, I wiH -listen 

. vigorous ohurcl1es. . to -what you say. "Go thy way ·for this time; when I have 
The .plain fact is, however, that the local church is to a convenient season I will caH for thee."" Do you know 

be gU'i?ed by the major.ity. If the minority of the mem- that your boat is o~ the edge of .the maelstrom, and. that 
tbers dIsa:g.ree on 'a 'baSIC matter, they are free to leave . the foam on the· wave is- the frothing lip of the destroyed; 

,and go elsewhere .. No one WQuld 'force them to stay. To 'and that the gleam. in the water is the glaring 
adm~t the ri'g~t ~f minority rule by those aided 'by an . eyeballs of the 'bani&hed; and that the roar of, 
outSIde authorIty IS to ape Rome. the wave is the' 'groan of the d·amned? Oh! I 

Baptist "Apostolic Succession"l 

Tohe epitome of. nonsen·se is contained in the final para­
gra-ph of the article where the writer says - "The prob­
lem of, Baptist continuity is a~ the very centre of the 
problem .. We do not find anywhere in Baptist !history 

. tha:t this difficti:Ity has 'been faced with' frankness o·r 
jqstice, or moral completenes·s. It must -be done. Our 
Baptist people,' iIi their capacity for reason and- justice, 
equal any other group of chu·rchomen. Why cannot we 
have a completely representative group from the various 
Baptist :bodies to wor'k out a philosophy of Baptist church 
continuity.S<> ·that our churches ·shall not become the ·prey 
of 'propagandists, religious exploiters, and schismatics?" 
Fortunately the author does not put his name· to this_piece 
of nonsense~ We wonder if 'he is even a Baptist! 

Dr. Armitage in his history of the Baptists well ob­
serves that there need not 'be any visible' continui,ty 
aomon.g the Baptists. Even if there had been no true New 
Testament churches until 1955, one for-med in this year 
and modelled on the New Testament ideal has the 'best 
conceiva!ble credentials. Don't let. Ba-ptists 'be· misled .by 
·the papal· argument of visible succession or continuity. 
The writer of the article in the 'Watchman-Examiner 
should extend his reading for the New -Testament is the 
best book we know on this subj-ect and the difficulty of 
the author will"be .relieved .. 

If as he says, "our Baptist people, in their capacity for 
reason and justice, equal 'any other group of churchmen," 
then why does he insult thei,r intelligence -by su·ggesting 
that they, in their local assemblies, cannot choose to 
their best advanta'geand the 'glory of God,? ·Surely if 
these "d~nomina:tional connections" -provide such. a strong 
hi-storical stand, they have no need of worrying about 
losing the affiliation of local churches. We 'suspect that 
the Baptist paper recognized that these _ conventions are 
not what they used to be ·and hence local churches are 
looking e'lsewhere for fellowship with those 'WIho hold the 
historic Baptist position. 

Briefly then - Who Owns a Baptist Ohurch Building? 
- the local members and no one else! Under 'God, they 
are responsible for its care and should see that it is used 
to the ·glory of -God. 'To all else - hand,s off! 

.~L.K;T. 

Iknow that .it is a great dealeasi-er, when you 
are in a boat, to ,pull ahead the same way you are 'goin'g; 
but if you see that you are within a lew yards of .the vor­
tex, and that this may be your -last hour-'aye, your· ,last 
moment, you had !better turn around .in the ,boat, you 'had 
better cIute'h with 'both hands the han<Hes of the oars; as 
with a death 'grip, and putting the !blades down into the 
black waters, pull for you·r eternal life, 'crying, ":bom,' 
save me, I periSlh!" . Can you not offer ·such a> ,prayer, 
Oman! long wandering away from your 'God? WJJ.o is 
that I see .running up and down in the·pl'ison..:house of 
the lost, now trying to brea'k through this g·ate, and fail­
ing, turning around and ru'shing to the other gate, and 0 

beating against it, and- in 'despah: crying, "Let me go 
ou.t?" Who is it? Some soul that canno~ give up ·hds 'in­
dul'gences; some sou~ that is bound 'hand and· foot by the 
powers of darkness; some soul that has a darling sin that 
he cannot sacrifice, and who says to me, when I present 
the great themes of Gad and eternity to 'hi'll soul: "Not 
yet; ·go thy way for this time; .when I ·ha'Ve a convenient 
season, I"will ca~rfor thee." -T. DEWITT TALMAGE 

. , 
Discrepancies ':ens't, not between statements of the 

Bible and facts of science, ibut erroneous interpretations 
of Scripture and immature conclusions of .science. 

THE PAPACY 
• In 

The Light of Scripture 
By DR. T. T. SHIELDS' 

A cle8r discussion of the Papacy, with quotations 
from Roman Catholic authorities. Should be 
read by ~ Protestant! 
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Roman pope,"is opposed to the very norm 'Of New 'Testa­
me~t 'Christianity. 'So Paul !bes'ee<;hes as he 'applies the· 

. qoc"trines' of the Roman epistle'to olir 'practical every-day 
living. 

IPaul !beseeches ",by the mer~ies of ·God" .. This is the 
greatest .a'rgument fol' '1;\ consecrated life: The mercies of 
God. absolutely demand it. Paul' wants tlii mercies' of -God 
to 'bear fruit to ~he glory of God· in hliman live~.· Tpe 
bi'ghest 'and purest of' aU motives is to act .out of appre­
ciation f'Or the mercies 01 ,God in Jesus Christ. Paul has 
'heen discoursing 'On tpe mercies of 'God from electi'On' in 

SIXteenth L~re '~n the Eng'li.Bh ~Bible_ Course <"" ' eternity past to glorification in eterlJ.ity .future. He' has 
TORONTO BAPnST SEMINARY been 'eipound,ing. the gl'Ori'Ous tllEim~ of redemption from 

,beginning to eQd, 'and exMb!ts it all under the la'bel of 
. . By Rev. C. ·D. Col~ " "the ·mercies 'Of God" .. And-now he :turns' f.rom teacher 
ThurSday~ February'Srd,1955 ' '·.to heggar, and intreats us to sh'Ow,'Oui' gi-atitude t'O God. ' 
, 'PAUllS GREAT APPEkL, "I mUBtJiv~ right",is Ii blessed wo'rd coming from.the 

. Romans 12 -' 'lips of a thankful spirit of 'one who .is rejoicing in .the 
_. ,,' .,...., .. '... ': , ., righteousness of God which he has by faith" in' Jesus 
, WTE HAVE reached the praC'bc~1 part of Paul s lett~r . Christ. -But the same word is a dangerous wO'rd ~oming' .' ''! to the :Roma~s. If th~ doctl1nal part has n'O~ .!been from the lips of' a man who is going,'a,bO'Ut t'O E¥!!tablish 
. relIshed, the ,pracbcal .part IS ,v~ry apt to !be even m'Ote 'his own righteousne'ss "" '" '" 
: . distas'tefu'l. He 'who despises the -mercies, of. God is sure,' .' , Conse~ati n' of 'ih Bod' . 

to rebel against ·.the commandments of God. Practical, ' . 0, ~ y . 
christianity. must 'rest upon' a' dOC!:rinal !basis. You ~n- 'I ~~u.l beseeches :u~ to pre~e~t o~r boc?es, to· 'God. The 
not 4ivorce docJrine frD~ life and duty. It.does matter bo~~ 'I~ .to -be a ~IVmg sacrIfIce, ,m contrast to the dead 

. much -what a man believes. If· h'e believes faIsely hOe will aDlmal~ that wer~ offered under the law of ,Moses. We 
live ''badiy. What a manlbeiieves' wiil-alway,s affect his have to use ou~ 'bodies in'all that, we do,:and w,e<eitherilse 

, condu,ct .. As G. Campbell Morgan' ,puts ii,you cannot' ~hein ~or ;Satan ~r for 'God; we eith~r ~se our !bodies .a!3 
- ,gro'f the tulips of the K,ingdom, of G()d un'le$s you get ,mst!uments, of rI~hte'Ous~ess or, ,~e employ th~ ~s, l~- , • 

the !buI-~s . from Heaven: . An!io the word' of Christ must struments of u!l~Ight.eous-ness. Und~r the .law. the, aI.I~- -
. dwell in us ,richly if we aIe to live the Christian life as " maIs to 'be sacrlflc~d' h'aq to be phYSICa:lly 'and ceremODl-

, it ought to be 'lived. The 'strength for ·a 'godly life is ally clea:n, an.d under _grace ou,r bo~~ must !be morally . 
iIi 'GOd imd-the Word' of His grace. Th\! flower of godli- clean .. A whI~key-soaked, tobacco-stamed, foul-~outh.ed 
ness has its roots deep in an experience of 'grace. -, . hody I.S not morally cle~m. We are to present our lbodIes 

\ ' 

, . as a iiviI.I'g sacrifice, 'holy, acceptable to God, which is our, 
I. reasonable serv.ice; 

. . The sacrifice must be accepta-ble to God'. It-is ~ot man,. 
, . ' ~~ul's ~preal. . lbut."90~, we must en.deavour to please. Consecr{ltion is" 

'The ,Roman let~er is ;t'h~ ,greates~ 'expi;>sition. ?f_ :~he ,primarily to God'f -;; not to a cau~e,.not to a ,good work, .. 
grace and mercy 'Of 'God· ever to be wrItten. After dIlatIng , not eve!! toa ,church. A. pers'OD- may ~ecome so wrapped 

-on -the 'mercies' 'Of (}Dd in human salvation· the' apostle .\l'P in 'a ,good· cause~ and .. a good WOl'k, 80 as to foriet God. 
gives eXpression to adorilJ.g wonder at the w.ay.s of God, Consecration is to God .. We must 'take 'care that ,our 
and then follows with earnest exhortation for !becoming sacrifice is accepta!ble to God, 'and- this l'e'qiIires 'that .'it 
conduct 'On the 'part of tih'Ose who ar~ the recipients of mus:t 'be done' for -His glol"¥. The sacrifice must !be of: 
"su~h marvellous Igr~ce an'd a'buQ'qant mercies. . ferro, in. the Name of.j·esus Ghr.ist opr High Priest; and 

In verse!! one 'and two we have Paul's great l1Ppeal: "I 'purified by the, clea~sing power of the Holy: .spirit. 
heseech you therefore,' 'breth'ren, !by the mercies 'Of God, ' 
that' ye pre~ent your ·'bodies. a living sacrifice, holy; accept- , Chl-istians Musf Be Different -
a!ble unto 'God, 'which is your,reasona'ble serviee." Notice A~d such 'a sacrific~ is our'reasona'ble sehrice, sa~s the' 
that the apostle heseeches; 'he ,ilges not command like apostle. 'Fo he the benefi'cia·ry of such. marvellous Ibless- .. 

- Mose·s. - The pasto:r. ca~not ,give orders, or compel men; -ings that have come to us thr'Ough the death of the' Lord' 
he can only get things done Iby beseeching.' The :pastor's Jesus 'Christ, and then refuse Him our hearts and our 
only weapons ar~' arguments d.rawn from the arsenal of' !h;es, i,s t'O act'most irrationally. In,the light of the cost', 

, ~ruth.Hi~ only swo·rd i~ th~ sword' ,of the :Spirit; which :and' the value, 'Of 'Our ·salvation, nothing Iess than fuIl 
is the Word 'Of God,. His only 'rightful contention is con- devotion mak,es any sense. ' 
tention for the once delivered, faith. ,Martin Luther . The second verse ma'kes the meaning 'clearer: "And he 
writes interestingly with reference to th~.g ,passage: not coriformed: to this 'world: 'bui be ye transformed 'by 
"Paul does n'Ot" say, ~I Icomman'd 'you,' for ,he is preaching the renewing of your mi;nd-, that ye may pro~e what is 
to those who are already Chris_tians, Who are not to be· that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of IGod:.'~ The 
forced with commands, but to 'be 'admonished ·t'O do will-' '''w'Orld'' 'here is the. world morally 'considered; it'is the 

. 'ingly w:hat 'is to.lbe done. For 'he who does' it not will-- world or"the unregenerate, wi,th all their ways 'and max" 
.' ingly;' solely as the result .or admonition; 'be is no Chris- in,ts. This world' is ibad,·.it iies, in, the lap of the, wicked. 

tian, ·and he who compels it fz:om the UI.IwilliI)!g with laws, one. ~Satan has d'Ominion over it; he.is the god and the 
he already is no Christian ·preacher.or ruler but a worldly pnnee _ of this -world:. This world- is :self-~entered, and 
'club-wielder." A 'Christian hierarchy, whether in the Satan-controlled. The believer must not be like it in its 
form 'Of 'a Baptist-board, or a Methodist Bishop, or a way-s and in its,maxi'ms-. The aim of the ·world is-not to 

.' .' ,', .• 
/ '. 
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please and ,glorify God, Ibut to 'advance self. The Ibel~e~er 
must not. 'be guided by worldly maxims, hut ,by the -Dlvl.ne 
coinmandments. "I woujd'give the~world'if I had your ex­
perience," said one woman to' another. "That .is ~xactly 
wh~t it cost me; I gave the world for it," said, the _other 

not to go 'beyond his proportion of faith; 'he must not go 
heyond what he a~tually knows. _ 

Another ·gift is that ()f ministry. The ,word here means 
servioo, and is used in a very wide sense. When it ·ref~rs 
to- an office it refers to the -office 'Of deaeon, accordmg 
to Pbilippians one and o~e. lIt is used of 'preachers of the 

wO~Bau~t' 'b'e ye t-'Fansformed :by the rene~ing ()f yo~r nlind." 'gospel i:n Second -Corinthians, six 'and four, and- the same 
word! refers to the work of Phebe in the church -at Cen­

The word "transf'Ormed" he)"e means to change the form ~chrea', according to Romans sixteen and one. - In- th,e pass-
or the appearance of_,something:. It is ~ 'Word that ~a·s age Ibefore .us the. particular kind- of serviCe is n~t named. 
used for the- transfi'guration of the Lord! Jesus -ChrIst,- It does notreferto'any office . 

. when His face -shone like the sun, and His ·raiment w:as AnO.ther gift is- that of teaching., This is the ,gif~ a 
·whi,te 'a-s the Ii-ght. 'The word as used in oqr text means .pastor ora -bi-snop must have, according t() F.i.rst :,I.'lm-· 
a moral change that can !be seen, a cliange that is- inani- othy, th~ee and two. A 'mere exhortershoul'd,;n~ver .'be­
fest, tha·t . can be observed. Let: the- di'up.kard, or any: ordained to the office of bishop or pastor. ExhQrtahon 
other proflig~~e, 'be converted, an~ there w!ll. so()n ,be a is the next ,gift -mentioned.. _To' exhort is t~ inc~te to 
change,in his very appeamnce. Let the WIcked ·god.less d'uty, and'-dissuade from.sin, and requires a peculiar .tal­
home !become a Christi'an h()me, and almost overmght ~ t xh rt 

. k D . ent It d'Oes- not requil"e an 'Office, hdWever, 0 eo. 
everything abo~t. the place wIll ta'ke 'on a ne.w 100 •• or. La;men can ~ercise the gift of ex'h~rtation as well 'as 

· Andrew -Bonar wa:s once told that a 'W~a~ !~ the Il:~I~h- _ the 'pastor and sometimes to 'better effect. I have .seen 
· bourhood -had been cQnyerted. "I doul~t It, pe rephed, laymen s~nd up in their ch'urches -and exhort ~heir 
"~or I _called ~n her the other day and her house was as . fellow-members to greater and deeper spirituality, and 
-duty as ever: ,to Ibetter co-operation, and challenge them ·to a greater. 

This change is to ,be effected 'by the I'enewing of the work. -And I have seen laymen exhort with most telling 
mind. 'Transformation must begin in -the mind, and the effect in the churCh of Jesus Ghrist .. 
'heart. - 'If a man's conduct is to :be ri'ght his thoilg:nt~ 'Then giving is mentioned as one of these gifts. ~t is 
must 'be right, "for as (a man) thinketh in his-heart, so th'e -duty of aIr to -give, but it is a special gift to some 

• is he." Conduet is the fruit of thi~king. The transformeq who have 8Jbility, and who have ,been hIes sed of 'God so 
life will discover' an-il 'demonstrate t,he W'Ord_of GOd to that they aFe 8Jble to 'make large -gift!! to the -cause of 

: this losf and gainsaying world. The commercial world Jesus- Christ. Let us never despise the rich man in the 
uses demonstrators in making -sales. The ca'r salesman ch-u~ch olf Jesus Ghrist, if he 'be rea'1ly' a- man' of God: 
wiU -put y~li in his ca-r and- ddve you over the country But 'giving i·s to/be done with simplicity, a~ well 'as with 
to show, you the ri~ing and driving- comforts of his car. liiber-alif,y, and,- it is to Ibe oone without any' ostentation. 
The refrigerator man will ,put a ibox in your ~~me t~ There should 'be no desire for publicity; there should Ibe 

. demonstrate. its freezing qualities and other f~atur~s. no 'blowing of the trumpet in- making- large gif~s to the 
The radio and television people will put their product chu'rch of Jesus Chris't. . 
in your home to demonstrate its performance. And we, The one who rules is to do it with diligence, The 
as the .people of J~sus Christ; are His d~onstrators. to word here for -ruler -refers- to one who i~ placed over or 
this lost -world. It is not _enoti,gh to pr.ofess; to love HIm, before. It is Ii-sed of the 'bis-hop in Paul's letter to -Tim-

- and profeS'S devotion to ~i~; we. mu~t dem~nstrate ou,r othy. Th'e one who i-s placed over, the one W-ho takes 'the 
love and our devotion wI~h a transform~d and changed lead, must Ibe diHgent; he mus't 'ma'ke haste, in the good 
life. . sense of the word." 'Dhe church will never get in front of 

'11. the leader, who is the :pastor, the one who is -placed over 
-them, and who is given to go ·before them. If the leader 

Duties Based Upon' Specific Gifts is slow the church :will make little progress. :rhe one who 
. In verses three to ei-gh~ we 'have' eJehortations concern- niles must do it with diligence: 

· ing the I'i-ght use of spiri~ual 'gifts. Fi,rst of all th~ be- ''Dhen we come t() one of the most difficult of all Chris- , 
Hever is to have a ju-st estimate of himself, There_ IS to . ti~n duties. "He 'that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness." 
be no going beyond the measu're- ()f his faith, there 'is '00 The original literally means, "wi'th hilarity.", Mercy is 
be rio sel.f..·elev-ation, no persQna,1 amibition, no desire to to he_ s'hown with much ·pleasure and jQY. Mercy now,i.s 
be .pre-eminent. Faith .here i~ viewed as the inlet to all for objects of" misery, mercy .is for thos.e· who are 
other- graces, ()r t:he .foundation of all Christian graces, destitute, and in -d:istress. Mercy. _ is to Ibe shown 
or the . receptive faculty of the renewed soul. '~d has with a smile, to spare the feeIing.s· of- -the :one who 
given to each a ·proportion of Mith; He h~'s ,given -to each is unfortunate and who _ needs . help. A \i;ttle boy 

" of u's '8 spiritual capacity, and we must not think it / once seriously ~ffend.ed his sister, a:nd after he had re~ 
gl'eater than it really -is. In discussing the exercise of fleeted on what he' ha·d d:On'e he went to het and 'asked' 

, the :various gifts Paul uses the ,paralble of the buman :her for her forgiveness. She -rather laconically Said,­
·b9dy .. "We llave.many members in ,one 'body,'! ~e say·s. "Wei:! I for-give you}' But he was not satisfied, and he­
E-ach member has hi-s own ·place in the !J;lody, and m.ust came Iback d:irectly and s'aid, "I want you to forgi:ve me." 

. exercise his own gUt. And there are seven of these gIfts She said, -'''Well I tQld you.I ,have forgive~ you," "Yes, 
mentioned in this twelfth chapter of .Romans. but you didn't ,say it with a smile." 'Oh; when ~d 

-'The first is the gift of prophecy, the wpility to utter stooped' to ·give us the kiss of reconciliation He did it 
Divine trdth. Now it ·strlctly Signifies the foretelling of with a smile. And when ~e 'show mercy to objects of 

. future events, 'b~t it is used! in -a wider senee in tHe New misery we mus't show it with cheerfulness, with hHarity; " 
Testament, including those, who haveaJbility to ex,pound, we must Ibe glad of -the opportunity to_'sh()w mercy. - I 
or open up; or. tinfold,- the Scri-ptul'es. The prop-b,et ~a~ have some emibarrassing reflections when I think of the 
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few times that I have' show~ mercy, and rendered '8 
little help to the unfortunate, when 'I realize that ·1 did 
not 'show much 'hilarity or. cheerfulness in doing it: 

I'll. 
Duties Based U poil Spir~tual Relationships 

Verse.nine 'begins a new section. It treats of 'general 
duties 'based upon spiritual ,reltj.tionships. 'The 'apostle 
says, "Let, 'love 'be without dissimulation.'" Love is to be 
sincere, without hypocrisy. Feigned love, ·as someone' 
has said, is nothing better than tlisguised hate. The 
hypocrite was the term for a show actor. In ancient times 
the actor always wore a mask; he was never the man he 
pretend:ed to be: And so P'aul warns a'ga.inst stage-actor 
love. And then' 'he s'ays, ~'A'bhor that 'which is eviL" Ab­
hor i's the strong word for hate. All .believers mu:st have 
depth and, 'strength to thei:J;" moral feelings. We must 
hate evil, and cleave to that which is ~good; or, as some­
body has rendered it: "Be glued to. the ,good." . 'TIhe 
Christian is not a mere I negation. There is a positive 
'side to Christi'an character. It is not so much what-a 
man does not do, as what he 'does do,' that counts. It ~s 
not enough to say, '''i do not do th'is,. or that, or the other." 
When a man was talking to Mr. Spurgeon 'in I:!-sort of a 
praise-worthy manner, and r.eminding Mr. ,Spullgeon th8:t 
he did not do this,and he did not do that,and he did not 
do the other thing, Mr. Spurgeon listened till he was 
tired, and said, "Pray, man, tell me what you do do 1" 
There is a ·posi·tive side to the Christian' character. 

Then he says, "Be kindly affectioned one to another 
with brotherly love; in honour 'prefel'ring one another." 
The brother love of Christians should ,be li:ke that 'of 
memlbers of the same family, in which all ·are on .the 
same level. And such affection will 'lead us to prefer one 
an<~ther in respect to ,honour. When someone is to be 
'honoured, where honour is due, every one should try to' 
ta'ke the ,lea:d in Ibestowing that honou'r. A large part of 
C'hurch trouble would vanish overni'ght if this injunction 
were 'heeded· and ,practised. 'What a scra'mble for 'posi­
tions of honou,r goes on in religious circles, and particu­
larly a;mong the )oar.ger denominations, where positions of 
prestige and 'honour c.arrying a good income are sought 
after! lit is far better never to be honoured if honour must 
be sought. lit is 'a ·mark of the world to vie wi,th one 
another in receiving 'honour. The people of !God ou'ght to 
be cha,racterized by vieing 'Yi th one another in bestowing 
honour upon others. 

of"better days. And every child of God under .the in-
, flieting hand of a !Sovereign Heav~nly Father can 'be 

assured that better days are ahead. "RejoiCing in hope" 
when ,present con'ditions 'are bad. And this hope will 
'give patience in the day of affliction, for hope see.s. an 
end to all afflictions.' And while hoping and waItIng 
the 'believer should !be continuing instant. in prayer. 

IVerse thirteen: "Distri,buting to the necessity of 
saints; given to hospitality." Or, to render it more liter- . 
ally: "To the needs of the saints communicating, hospi: ' 
tality -pursuing." No community of goods is hinted: at 
here. .some will be 'better off than, others, and let tho~e 
who have share with those who 'have not. But ·indolence 
should not Ibe encoul'aged. .For 'a baloancing trUth to ,this 
we need to think of what P.aul wrote to the Thessalonians, 
when he said that if a 'man would not work ·he should not 
eat: Hospitality ·pursuing. The Oh!istian home sliould 
ibe an iim where strangers of the hou's-ahold of fai,th might 
find; a welcome in time of need 'and emergency. 

The next in'junction is repeated, and the 'reason for 
the' ,repetition is' 'self-evident. "Bless them which perse­
cu:te you: bless, and curse not," This injunction is too 
much for flesh and 'blood, 'but the Christian is supposed 
to have something beside flesh and ,blood. And the grace 
of 'God is available for every task that is too much for 

, human nature. This injunC'tion is in hal'lIIlony with what 
our Lord said in the Sermon on the Mount: "Love your 
'enemies, bless them that curse you, do -good to them that 
hate you, 'and pray for them -wh'ich despitefully use you, 
'and persecute you." We should! pronounce benedictions 
rather than maledictions on the heads of our enemies. ' 
But I can hardly ·go a:s far 'as Francis' of Assisi did, when 
a young ndbleman complained to him about a thief. "The 
rascal" cried the young n(llbleman, "has stolen my 'boots.'~ 
"Run' after him quiC'kly," exclaimed Francis, "and give 
him your 'socks." I think 'I would have caned the police:-

Verse fifteen tells us that, we should share in the ex­
periences of others; we 'should ·be ,glad to see others 
happy, and feel sorry for :those who are in sor,row. Some­
one has made the striking statement that divided joy is 
doubled, while divided sorrow is halved. There is' so 
much truth in th'at in actual e~perience. Then we are 
exhorted to ",be of the same mind one toward another." 
Let your mutual relations be harmonious. The thought is, 
I must wish for you ,what 'f ·would wish for mys'elf if I -
were in your circumstances. It is mutual regard for the 
welfare of others. Seek not gr.eat things for thyself, -but 
go along with the lowly. A preacher onc~ said that he 
was never a'ble' to find: his' place in the service of 'God 
until h'e learned thait 'God did not mean to make a great 

. man of him. And ,that may be hindering some of us from 
finding ou,r ·place in the service of God. . 

Verse eleven: "Not' slothful in business; fervent in 
spirit serving the Lord." Now. the word "business" here 
has no allusion to secu'lar business. The word literally 
means haste or speed, or, 'as 'some render it, zeal. It 1S 
rendered "diligence" five times in the New Testament. 
As regards diligence we should not ,be slow. Weymouth 
translates it: "Let not your zeal slacken. As regards IV. 
the ,Spirit there shoufd be fervour." Mr . .stifi-ar re'n~ers -
the whole verse like this: "In zeal, (the outward) not Duties Towards 'Non-Christians 
slothful; in spirit, ('the inward 'human spi'rit), ferv,ent: 'The ;last five' verses treat of our conduct toward non-
serving ,the 'Lord." The thought su'ggested is this: when 'ChristIans. Paul says, Do not 'pay evil for evil. Expect 
we are serving the 'Lord 'all the speed we have in our persecution, but' do not return it.', Let it. never be a c~se 
diligence, and all the steam we generate in our spirit, is of tit for tat with you. Do not pay back m the same com. 
directed in the ri.ght C'hanne'l, - serving the Lord with The Christian is to do ,his 'best to live in -peace with 'all 
fervency of spirit. - - ., . men. Let us !be ~ure that we are not at fault if peace 'is 
,Verse twelve s-peaks ,of hope, and triibulation, and destroyed. If preaching the truth '?r!~gs .war, let war 

prayer. Those three thing's make up the !bulk of many_come, but in that event the responsl'blhty I'S ~n the one 
a life. "Rej'oicing in hope; patient in tri1bulation; co~- ' who opposes, the truth. Bu~, l~t not t?e bel:l~ver 'be a 
tinuing instant in ·prayer." We may not be able to re- contentious person, 'always 'pIckmg a fI'ght .Wlth some­
joice, in present conditions, 'but we can rejoice in hope body. "Dearly !beloved; avenge not yourselves, but'rather 
1 
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give place unto wrath: for it 'is ·written, Vengeance is 
mine; I will repay, saith the .Lord." What a' needed 'ad­
monition! r:I:he 'believer must never 'seek revenge a:gainst 
an enemy. To take vengeance is to usu,rp the prerogative 
of God. - To take vengeance is-to steal, for'V'~ngeance 'be­
iO.ngs unto 'God. To try to get even -with an enemy i-s 
,to ta'ke yourself out of the hands ot your Heavenly 
Father. Leave it with Him, wait for Him to act; He 
will .get things right in- His 'Own time. To give place to 
wrath "means that you are not to exercise wrath, 'but 
rememlber vengeance :belongs to God. We must .never 
seek the injury of those who inju.re us. It is one of the 
most dangerous things a·Christian can do. Th'is does not 
preclude turn~ng the wrong-'doer over to the law for pro­
tection of human .society, but even then personal ven­
geance should step out of the way. Vengeance is not our 
wOl'k, and we ,get in God's 'way when we 'undertake that 
sort of work. Personal en:inity and malice have no place in 
the ,bosom of' a child of God, or a Christian heart. What 
is 'before us d'Oes not apply to huma:n' courts, :but to indi­
vidual personal feelings. It does not apply to church ac­
tion; it applies to the individual in his 'personal attitude' 
and feeling toward an enemy. 

Coals of Fire 
We are to Ibefl·iend our persoI!1l'1 enemy. "If he hun­

gers, feed him; 'if he thirst, !give hi'm drink: for in so 
doing thou shalt h~ap coals of fire on 'his h·ead." A 
woman was once complaining about the troulble she was 
having with ,her husband:-He was 'a terrible sort of man. 
And someone 'said, "Have you ever tried heaping coals 
of fire on his head?" . And she said, "No, tbut I dashed 
s!)me scalding water on him the other day.'" Now that 
is not what Paul is enjoining. This is 'a figurative ex­
pression, and is Ddt to 'be pl'actised literally. It is a 
quotation from Proverbs, the twenty-fifth chapter, and 
twenty-second verse_ L'iteraUy speaking, putting coals 
of fire on a person's head would cause inten'se paoin. That 
is the way the ancient confessors were· ,punished·, that i·s 
the way they were tortu,red in the long ago, by having 
coals of fire p.iled upon their head. The expression is 

. fi'guratiye here, and -in the li·ght of -the context it cannot 
. refer to any injury, and will not allow of any malicious 
motive in our dealing with our enemies'. If the Christian 
does good' to his enemy in hope of hurting h'im in any 
way the proper motive of ·goodness is iacking; What does 
it means to heap coals of fire u·pon. your enemy's head? 
I think it must mean that 'by. doinig good to one who 
injures us we may melt him into contrition over his sin, 
and thus bring him to salvat~on. Heaping coals of fi·re 
i·s not to hurt or to injure. / , 

Overcom~ Evil With Good 
The' wholy duty of Ghri-~tians in reference to injury 

is summed up in the one cO'mprehensive precept with 
which this ch·apter closes: "Be not overcome of evil, but 
overcome evil with. good." Do not let the injuries in­
flicted on you -by an enemy d'efeat you, 'but be a' con­
queror, not hy retu'rning evil, thut tby doing good to the 
enemy. I recognize, as all of us do, that this sentiment' 
is peculiar to Cohri-stianity. Nothing like these moral 
precepts can Ibe found anywhere in heathen cIassics, .arid 
nothing like it was ever enjoined among h-eathen nations. 
It is utterly peculiar to Christianity. 

Now to guard against being misunderstood, and lest 
someone 'should he wrongly taught, let me say 'again 
that these 'injunCtions apply to Cl1ristians-in their 'indi-

vidual and ·personal relations to thei,r.enemies .. It does 
not apply' to human couns in their function of protect­
ing life and ·property, nor does it :for'bid our turning an 
enemy over to the law for the .protection of society, and 
just ·punishment of the crime. What it does forbid is 
our carrying malice in our heart, and seeking' per,sonal 
vengeance against 's'omeone who has wronged ·lis. We do 
not lose interest in the man who ·has. wronged someone 
eise, and why should we lose interest in' him if he has 
wronged us·? We ,should seek the salvation and the spirit­
ual good of all men, and not merely all those who have 
theen f·riends to us, or who have not wrongedi us. "Be not 
overeome of evil, 'but overcome evil with good." 

NEW GOSPEL WITNESS BOOKLETS 
Often there appears in THE GOSPEL WITNESS an article 

of more than usual interest. Frequently readers write 
asking for extra copies or 'express the wish that the par­
ticular article or sermon could ·be printed in pamphlet or 
'booklet form. We too recognize the need for wider dis­
trihution of aU such articles and therefor~ have initia:ted 
a policy of reprinting them in booklet form. 

Calvinism lJe/ended, by C. H. Spurgeon, is in this cate­
gory. We have therefore had this concise exposition of 
true Calvinism reprinted in booklet form: The booklet 
i's twenty pages in length and is printe-d on high qU'ality 
'bool~ paper .. The cost is only 10 cents each or 12 for $1.00. 
We predict· a wide distri'bution fur this little messenger 
and urge a'll interested read'ers to order their copies early. 

Another 'projeCted' pamphlet is.Israel's Future At<cnrd­
ing to R01nana Eleven. Readers will recall that tMs was 
the Bitble Lecture in last week',s issue of THE 'GOSPEL 
WITNESS. Personally we feU tha:t it was the soundest 
.and mos't charit8!ble exposition of that chapter that we 
have ever heard. Expo!'!itional novelties and prophetical 
extravagances 'are noticeatbly albsent. 

We recognize that ·both. of these pamphlets wiII not be 
considered li'ght reading, 'but aU diHgent 'students of 
scriptur,e. will welcome them. We trust that in the near 
f.uture THE GOSPEL WITNESS will be enabled to. publil!h 
increasing numbers of such' small publications covering 
a wide variety of 'subjects. '¥our ea·rnest prayers are-. 
solicited. 

In Prim A.gainll 
nFTY YEARS IN THE 
CHURCH OF ROME' 

B'I/ 

-L.K.T. 

FATHER CHARLES M. CHINIQUY 
After 70 yeara this is stll.i Qne of 1aJ.e best 
books on 1he dnBide story of the Roman 
Church. It ofs written by a !l'ormer Canadian 
priest whose character was irreproachable. 
Even· 'his superiors gave glowing testimony 
of his abilitY. and oharader. 

EVERY PROTESTANT SHOULD 
READ IT! 

This is not a pamphlet or boaklet but is a 
472 'page, cloth bound valume. Price $3.75. 

WRITE NOW FOR YOUR COPY . 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS 

. 130 Gerrard St. E. - Tor-to 2, Oatario 
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Lib·~ftY'. ·~.nd· the' ,Roman' .-Threat 
, 

~y-Rev. Jo~ w. Orr, ~.A. 
\ . 

(An address delivered in,. Belfast, Ireland) , . 

WHAT is Hberty? The Oxford Engi"ish Dictjonary ~e- An inte.r:~sting corres'pondence ~a~' carried on in 't~~ 
fines civil liiberty as' "freedom f.rom .arbitr-ary, columns of an Irish daily new!!'paPer within thepa~t 

despotic, or autocratic rule or control." It is the 'inten- year. A Roman Oa:tholic loady who had! organized a 
· tio~ of this adicle to examine some . .claims and ram'ifi- meeting in ,Dublin for the pU,rpose 'Of .eX:posing Protes­
cations, of the. Rortlan Church which deniY" ,people ·such. tant "error'~ was invited .'by a P,r(jtest~ht .. correspondent 
freed-om. . . , . . . to read Salmon's "lnfaUi'l?'ility' of t~e Chur~h". He. hini- . 
. A -.vitty R9ml;l:n Ca:th{>lic, when, faced with the striking sE;lf pro mi·s·ed, (In. the lady's r:ecommim-dation, -to read a 
contrast :betweep. fr·eedom in Roman Cathoiic and 'non- 'b09k :by Sir Hj:lnry ISles'sor giving the Roman side, In 
Roman Catholic lands, ,summarised the attitude of, his her reply she wrote, ."1 :believe I have the truth. Why 
Church in this way, "When we are.in power we !behave should 1 put it ·in peril Iby reading the ,book of a person 
on our ~principles; when you a:re i.n 'Power \v.e expect you who would try to destroy my· faith ... That would be. 
t.o behave on yours." That sound's fair enough u'ntil' you 'inconsi'stent of me. On the Other hand i:t is "inconsistent 
enqui.re into the respective .principles concerned. We, for 'Member' (rthe pen-name of her correspondent) who " .. 

'. as, evangelical. Ghtis·~i'an people, believe in a freedom' i·s jl. religious wayfa~rer, a sear.cher for the ':wpole truth', '. 
which extends tolerance ·to ~1I types of J;'eligious opinion to refuse to read ·Slessor, who mi'ght help him in his" 

· and practice, ·provided', -of oou.rse, that nothing 'su!bversivesearch:,,1 Further 'On in,the 'same letter 'she 'guesses ,her 
of tpe safety of the State or the well.Jbeing of its Hfe anonymous correspondent t-o be 'a clergyman, yet sps un-. 
is practised, The principles on which ~bhe Ro'man Church, 'hesitatingly d:eclares' him to 'Qe "a religious wayfarer; . 
proc~eds are very different however: . . •. and a searcher for the whole 'truth." This i's' just' a . 

. ,First, the Roman Chur~h claims to b'e an .infallible . ty'picai exa~,ple of. the clo~ed.' and .fixed 'mi~d ~hich 
Chu1"(J/t with an infallible leader. This means that "in all Rome produces,· perfectly convmt;ed that .outslde Rome 

'matters .of faith and morals (which .cover almost every there can be nothing but error and darkne~s." 
.area of life) the Roman C!ltholic is f.ree to o'bey -the l~w Now that is' serious enough; but· what make~ it .rtia~y 
of his land only i·f, and 'So far as, his Church approves times more alarming 'is the fact that Rome allows for the 
of it, There are times when any of us may feel oppo'sed suppression of all opposition to 'her version of the truth 
to the decrees· of our rulers' for sincere ,reasons of con- and ·provides for ~he winning' or coercing of outsfders iby._ 
science:, But 'a, Roman Oatholic living anywhere outside methods of fea·r and force. An authoritative Roman 
th~ V'atican 'City ta~es his directiQns, not from con-science'. Catholic work, "The Q-hurch and,the State," quoted Iby.· 
in the final analysis, bu~ from the prince· of a foreign.P.alll BIanchar-d (p. 54), states: . "If there is· only one 
state, Le.; t'he.·Pope. Moreover, that foreign :prince claiII)s true religion, and if its possession is the most important· 
the abiIi-ty _afi(~ the ri'ght to' give irifallihle gui4ance to good in life for states as well as individuals, then the . 
~1l the faithful .everywhere. Loid, Acton, the Roman pUlblic protes·sioh, .,protection," and. promotion of this re~' 
Oatholic" la wy~r and histo~ian, seeing the implications of· l.igion, and the legal prohiibition· of ·ali direct"- assaul-ts 

- this claim, ~s-trenuously opposed; the intrOduction of Papal upon 'it, becomes one' of ·the 'most obviol:ls and funda­
inf.allibiHty as' a d-o'gma of his 'Church in' 1870. He said, mental d~ties'of t}le :S-tate.". 
"U ~akes dvil legislation on all points ofcc:intract, mar~ Father Ronald Knox, in his !book, '''The Befief of Catho­
riage, education, clerical immunities, mortmain, even on ·lics.." writes, "'a !body of Catholic patriots, entrusted with 
many questi'On~ -of taxatio~ a,nd ,Common 'Law, .subject" the .governrrri-ent of a Catholic sta:te;. witT not ,shrink even 
to' the legislation of the Church, which would Ibe. ·simply f.rom repressive. measures in o.rd·er to ;perpetuate, the 
the arbitrary will of the Pope. Mast· assuredly. no man 
accepting such a code 'could' be a loyal subject, or fit for secure domination .of Catholic .principlesam~m'g. their 
the enjoyment of political privilege~."·(Quoted Blanchard, fellow-countrymen." (-p.242·). 
"F·reedom and Catholic Power," p._27~. . Itlbecomes clear, then, what the Roman Catholic means 

On all vital g·tate issues the dev-out Romanist wili votewh,en 'he says,' on the surface so graciously, . "When -we: 
,and act always, and. prima.rily; f.or .the furtherance of are in 'power' we will'beh'ave on ·our .principles; when. you 
"true" reHgion, which for -him mea'ns one thing only ~ are'in -power we ex·pect you' to -bclI·ave on yours." The, 

.. the strengthening _ of the. grip of the' infalli,ble Roman respeCtive ,principles will not hear ,comparison. All per-' 
Church upon the life ·and controlling ,influences of his versions of ;Roman truth are ,to be discouraged and, sup-
land,' .,'. _ '. pressed. Roman.truth only ;may.prevail and the -8-tate ' 

Secondly, th~ Roman Catholic believes that he alone has shoul~ .be the Church-'·s· instrument in seein·g to·thi·s. Con­
tlJ,e truth f"am 'God whicli sets 1f1,en free. "Ye 'shall know Mtions a,nd events· in iSp'ain,' r.tl!.ly; and the ,Latin Ameri­
the.:truth," said Jesus ,Ghrist, "and the tz:uth shall make can States.to-d-ay are 'grim examples o'f how' -that ,policy' 
you fr·~e:" (J(jhn 8 :32). But if .only· within :the teaching . -wol'ks~out 'iIi practice. 

• of the. Roman. Church is this truth to Ibe found' then all The thi"rd characteristic, of Roman Catholicism, where-' • 
'. non-Roman teaching, however faithful to the -Word of in lies· peril to hu-man libertycind toleration as we cherish 

God it may 'be, "is ·dangerous perversion of the 'truth, to them, is cle-ricalil!m. What is clerf~alism ~ "Roman cleric-. 
be avoided and stamped out· if possi·b:le. The lo.gic -of this 'alism, ,as distinct from' Roman 'Catholicism as a faith, is', 
"is unassailable: but alas, or fortunately, the -major p:t:em-' the purs,uit of power, especially ·poHtical ·power, by a re-, 
·ise i§.'indefen,ci'ble. ' ., li'giou-s hierarchy, car·ried on bysecuIar methods and. for' 

o , • ~ .'.... ., '. •••• 
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purposes of' social 'dominati()~." (Dr. 'Mackay, "T'heology a!bove. Hi,s spirit having been trained in servility ·he is ' 
To-day," JU'ly, 1951, p. 2?3). 'still quite happy to ,be-less than free. 

'Dr.· John A;' Mackay, President of P.rinceton Theo- "Stand fast in the liberty wher!'lwith Christ hath made ' 
logical Semina.ry, a widely-read Ilnd widely-travelled ob- us free," wrote St. Paul·,t-o the 'Galatian 8hri-stians. Chr:ist 
server ()f religious af~airs.all over the world. today; s'ays: had delivered them from the dead, formal, and lega:listic 
"A tot8.Iitprian hierarchy' which puts itse'J~ in the place. ·reJi:gion of Judai·sm; He 'had made them' "heirs of G()d" 
of 'God and :becomes the vi-r.tual 'patron of Jesus Christ. ando "more than conquerors" throu'gh His own redeem-
a hierarchy wh.ich so' id~ntifies its acts with the will of ing love for them expressed in His 'death . ~nd resurrec­
<Christ that it does not contempla-te the possi'biHty of tion. They .. were free men -because ·Christ 'had 'made them 
being chall'enged' 'by Christ, constitutes today, 'as far as -God's men. "Plant your feet firmly therefore within 
the traditional democracies are concerned, th~ greatest the freedom that Christ has won (or u's," exhorts ~aul, 
single ~enace to what Evangelicai Christianity and d:emo- . "and do not let y()urselves :be caught 'again in the shacli:les' 
cratic society have ,both stood for.'" • of slavery." That same word comes ringing out from 'God 

'The 'memory is' still fresh of an pccasion :when . this to us in our day ~ we wh() are heirs ()f the· Reformation 
power and. threat of clericalism' preci'pitated a govern- . 'by which !God delivered ou'r fathers 'and their c,hildren 
menterisis in the southern part of our own land. Only' ando their.chi'ldr~n's children to li~e in th.e light an~ fJ:.ee­
a ,short ti~e ago Dr. Noel C. Browne, tnen Minister ·of. domof HIS. Truth .. T~'at TrU'th we ·have. m the IScrIptures 
Health in E'ire, resi.gned' and had his 'Mother and ChUd of the O.ld aid New Testament.s (let us m~ke sure:t~at 
W eI~are Scheme turned, d()wn Ibecause of preS/lure 'by the. ,we ~se .t~em.) and supre~elY .m t~e Lord ~ esus ChrIst 
Roman 'bishops.. As a Reman ,Ca:tholic member of the (let ~'s be su~e that: standmg m HIm .by faIth, we have 

. Dail, Capt. Cowan. 'observed 'at the time. "Ei~'e's real the lrberty· wIth whIch .He a,h:me can s~t ~ep f.ree). 
rulers are tlle Roman Ca:tholic 'bi·shops." It will be, I'e- -The ChT1,sttan.!T1,shman .. 
called that Mr. Costello, 'the Taoi'seach at .:the -time, made ....:"-------
it· dear . that "the government would· readily and im­
medjately acquiesce in a decision of the Hieral~hy:" . 

Paul Blanchard, in his '''Freedom and Catholic Power," 
~as . given at). alarming e"xposure of Roman clericalism 
as it seeks by cunning' policy ·and massive organization 
to wrap its octopus tentaCles around 'moreand mor'e ef 
American life and affairs. He 'boldly alleges, on evi­
dence, that "Catholics are taugp.'t to 'offer no resistance 
t-o ,the American poltcy' of f.reedom at the present t"ime 
but ·to :take 'advanta-ge of this freedom while working to 
destroy it." .He s'hows us clericalism working o'n the' 
grand, ·scale throu'gh what is called in America, "The 
National CathoUe Welfare Conference.': "Its offices," 
writes Blanchard; "are full of young priests, lobbyists, 
jou'rnalists, and lawyers, who co-ordjnate the Catholic' 
population of the country as· one great pressure grouP. 
when. any 'Catholic is'sue' arjses.~' . . 

Many examples' couid" Ibe adduced to' show this' dark 
power of clericalism at work in foreign countries and 
-within the Briotis'h' family of nations. In s'Ome cases i.t 
can be detected as an influence in a country'·s atlministra­
tive ·services; sometime.s it s'kflfuIIy, ·sets. the scene for 
bitter oPPQsition to Protestant minorities, even to perse­
cute, and then leaves jt to the incited Catholic loyalist to 
commit the act and ca·rry tlie blame'. . 

On the ~ubject of Rome and ~,re~dom it is important to 
note that R<>me is not the great ibulw!lrk of li-berty against 
godless Communism in the world to-day which· she 'so 
loudly claims t-o 'be. Rome, ~s much as Soviet Commun­
iSlIIl; 'cu'ltivates the totalitarian m~ntaIity in tts people; 

. 'T,he complete subservience of every devout 'Catholic to his 
Church with i,ts stiH medieval, feudal organization is it­
self a ·peril to true Uberty as we have learned to kn()w 
and love it. Dr. J'Ohn 4. M·ackay, a:lready -quoted< a'bove, 
completed 'a to~r .of European lands a-short time ago 
and, commenting upon the varied situation f.rom land to 
land,: he said he f()und -those countries where Rome is 
alll-'JlO'Werflil, like Portu'gal,. Spain, and, JItaly, ;to :be 
Europe's chief ibreediIl!g grounds' of Communism. .The 
()Ibvi~us re~son is ~hat if a Roonan Catholic tires of R<>me's 
authoritarian rule he tU'rns ·eas.i}y and eagerly to the 
Russian version of -the same thing, maS's direction f.rom 

7» From Our' Files «<-. 
" . " , " ". 

THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS,. Thir·ty Years Ago, February 12, 
192,5'- in this is'sue,there is 'an ins.piring account"of the 

. services on the prevjous Lord'·s Day: "Sunday was an­
other day of 'high-tid'e in Jarvis Street. The morningcon­
gregation, 'beyond alI question, must have !been ':the larg­
.est Baptist congregation 'assembled anywhere in 'Canada 
at that hour. The 'g·reat Bible ISchool, with -the rest of 
the congregatioll, practically filied the great auditorium 
of Jarvis Street. 

"In the evening ano'ther great congregation ass'embled; I 
and in response to the invitation twelveca-me forward, 
among them a ripe saint ·and< hi,s wife, with their graIid­
d·auglIter. The grand-father is eighty years of age; and 
'has 'been an·elder in . three· churches .. He, his wife, and 
their grand-daughter, with a 'Jarg·e number of -others,'-wiIl 
be baptized: together the first Sunday in March. A few 
wee~s 'ago it was our privilege to -baptize a man and. his 
wife wh() foz: years have -been mem'bers of another de-· 
nomination. (He. plays the :ba-ss horn 'in th~ orchestra). 
A -week ago his youngest daughter was -converted, and 
last Sunday evening 'another daughter, ;two sons, aJ.)d a 
daughter-in-law, came forward together 'and yielded 
themselves to Ghri'st. These five will ,be 'baptize,d the 
first -Sunday in 'Ma-rch .". ' 
. The following paragraphs form. the introduCtion of an 
excelient Editorial entitl~, "Unused Paths 'to the Shining 
Ligobt". . . , 

"Where the .golden grain is waving, or the lusciou's 
fruit hangs in' cl~sters, or the garden is ·painted and 
perfumed with floral 'beauty, ordinary eyes can discern . 
more weaIth than where only 'bleak, :ba·rren, inhospita.ble 
rock appear-so N O!t very long ':ago' the price of" a ,peach 
orchard 'in, the Niagara PeninsU'Ia 'Would have purchased 
-perhaps hundreds of acres at ·Cobait. 'Su'rely there is 
a vein for the 'silver, and a place for the gold where they 
fine it. Iron is ta'ken out of the earth, and brass is molten 
out of the storie ... But where shall wisdom he found:? 
and where is the ,place of understanding?' Is content­
ment learned ()nly iby considering the HUes? Are les·sons 
.'" u • 
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of trust instilled noWhere but 'in thOse fair fields where 
we 'may 'behold' the fowls of the air? May we -not be . 
instructed 'by the great and wide sea, where 'gp the 
ships? Is it useless to examine the refug.e of the wild 
goats in ,the hi'gh hills? -A,re. we 'so 'modern' that we may 
give ourselves to the study of spiders in kings' palaces, 
and fear to fare forth into the wilds to learn from the 
coni-es, the feeble folk, Who make their houses in the 
rocks? 

"In t~at grea't continent ~f truth we call the Bi'ble, 
there is an infinitely varied topog,raphy, and a variety 
of climates and products suited to everyd:egree of 'spirjt­
ual health. . It is not every one who can live in the hill 
country, and there are many who are constitutionally 
unfitted for :life 01) the ,plains. Perhaps if it were re­
membered ithat the Bible was designed to minister to the 
spiritual needs 'of that multitude which no man can num­
ber, of all nations, and 'kindreds, an'd people, and tongues, 
,we should be a little more -modest in esteeming those parts 
of the Book which we cannot understand. The editor of 
the latest edition of the 'Encyclopedia Britannica" in a 
speech said, 'No editor couid possibly have all ,the knowl­
ed'ge to control all the departments.' The Bible is in­
comparably a greater' 'book than the 'Britannica,' and, it 
'i's not easy to admire the mo'desty of ,those gentl~en 
who, after the contributors have been dead, ·all of them 
for centuries, and some for thousands of -years, profess 
to ,know all that. may be known 'about the whole Book. 

"Walk, if you w~ll, 'as d·id 'the' disciples anciently, 
through the corn fi~lds in company with the 'Master' on 
the Sa'bbath day, and pluck the ears and.eat. But do not 
su,ppose they are spending their time to no purpose who 
chose instead ,to. e:x;plore what you regard as the :barren 
tracts, the roc~y wastes, of Scripture .. Remember, He 
ha'S promised 'honey out of the rock', ·~well as 'the finest 
of the wheat'. If .the two explorers lovingly share th·ei'r 

. experiences, each will have bl"ea:d and honey .. This is the 
pUI;pose of· the 'diversities of gifts' in the church of 
Christ." . -O.L.C. 

In 'hell everyone drinks -his own cup, and can never 
exhaust its contents; ,but 'behold, on 'Calvary, one man 
d.rinks the cup of millions, and cries - "It is -finished!" 
Not a drop i's left, not a particle of any of" its ingredients, 
for his people. -CHRISTMAS EVANS 

REMEMBER THE SEMINARY IN YOUR WI-lL 

We sugg.st that our friends should· remember 
~ oronto Baptist Seminary in their wills.' The proper 
form for this is: "1 give, devise and bequeath 
the sum of _ ........ __ .. _____ .. .- to Toronto Baptist 
Seminary, 337 Jarvis Street, Toronto 2, Canada, 
a.ociated with Jarvis· St. Baptist Church." We 
are layin; foundations for the future, and we are 
determined to make it al Impouible as It is within 
human power to do, that not one dollar given to 
Toronto Baptist Seminary shall be u-.d for anythin; -
but the propagation of the 9ospe1. No amount 
,!,ould be too large, and certainly no amount would 

. b. too sm". W •• am.stIy 10Dcit the 9ffts of those 
who bellwe'ln mInJaiwI~ and mIIII~ education. 

CHASTENING LOVE 
For whom the Lord loveth he :chasteneth. and scourgeth 

every son whom 'he receiveth. (Heb.12:6). 

"Whom the Lord .w'lJeth" - "My, what a strange and 
unnecessary e:x;pression," declares the unbelieving soul, 
"for it ill- O'bvious that if there is a God, He ,must iove 
everyc;me. After all, i~ not the Father-hood of !God and 
the Brotherhood of all men the first principle· of re­
ligion ?" Thus the natural man profess'es to have no 
·surprise on hearing that God has lQve toward the child.ren 
of men; 'indeed, 'he seems to t~ink that the supreme beinlg 
owes this to the creature. -

"Whom the Lord lO,'lJeth" - How differently the 'be­
liever views ,these stirring words! Having caught a 

. glimpse of his own heart, he wonders not 'that God does 
not exercise His 'love toward: all men, 'but that He loves 
any at all. Only in the mystery of sovereign grace does 
he find the explanation which enables him to appreciate 
the poet's '\\,ord's: 

'~Amazin-g grace! How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me ... " 

An oft~toid story ,per:pa'ps best illustrates these two dif­
ferent views of 'God's love. I shall seek briefly to recount 
it as nearly as I remember it. It seems that a proud 
infidel once approached a godly mini'ster and announced 
that he had: found a monstrous .·assertion in the Bible and 

. challenged: the preacher 'to explain it. "Where is this 
'Offensive pa'ss'age?" inquil"ed the man of God. . Romans· 
9 :13 was ,pointed out - " ... '- JaOOlb have I ioved, but 
Esau have I hated." Triumphantly the unbeliever 'asked 
how God could' ·possibly ihate anyone. "My," replied -the 
old 'believer, "I too have a problem in that verse, but it 
,is not yours. I do not wonder' how ,God could have 'hated 
Esau, ,but 1"do wonder 'how he could, have possibly loved . 
Jacdb!" - . 

uWhom the 'Lord loveth he chastenetk." Once more the 
unbeliever 'and the -troubled Christian, -too, find this an 
enigma. How can- it Ibe that 'God could love someone at 
the same time chasten that soul? Is not the -believer to 
be carried through the 'skies on flowery beds of ease? 
Much of modern, sentimental ,reli-gion might leave the 
impression that' regeneration earries with it an assured 
i'mmunity from trial, struggle: doubt or suffering. Yet 
this scripture and many others, including the whole of 
I Peter, declare plainly ,that the chastenin'g process i's 
'both probable and neces'sary in the life of the believer. 

tThose who believe that 'they -have achieved a sinless 
perfection cannot understand this and hence are tem'pted ' 
to complain against !God. Yet the ,believer. who. knows 
'his own lack of true holiness and is aware of hios many 
failings must marvel that the' chastenings are not more 
frequent and more severe. . 

,For instance, each 'of us is prone to pride at· what we 
deem our own accomplishments. Left to itself this 'pride 
could only lead· to ·self..-ri'ghieou'sness and finally' a total 
lack of usefulness in the service of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Hence God must ,remind us ·of ou·r dependence upon Him 
and that.our suffiCiency is of the Lord. Thus trial, af­
floiction, suffering or persecution are sent from His hand. 
Spurgeon truly o'bserved that "affliction is the -stone 
which our Lord Jesus throws at the brow of our giant 
'pride, and patience is the sword which cuts off its head." 

When we see .this ,process in its true light we 'better 
appreCiate it. Unfortunately we aiwaY5 view events in 
their immediate surroundings and, consequences. Trial 
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spells only tro'l'ble in our vocabulary. 'In the light of our Mount 'Seir in Edom invaded Judah (2 Chron. 20:~, 2). Some 
·1· h 't 'Ii b ' b of 'tihese peoples were descendants, of Esau, Jewish in Iblood o:wn spiritual pI grimage, owever,' l' WI' I e 'seen as e- but idO'laters in reUgion, representing illhe forces of tibe flesh, 

ing not only to God's glory·but to our own.good. 'Then with whom th people of Ibhe Spirit are ever at war (Deut. 
we shall rue the frame of mind which led .us to doubt the 2:5; ·Mal. 1:2, 8; Rom. 9:18). The' king summoned the people 
goodness of 'God. of J.udah to a solemn service 'in the sanctuary, iflhat togethe.r 

. , . d t d tibey mi.ght seek ,the Lord and humble 'tihemsellVes before 
mbmately,' of course,. we shaH 'be able ~o u~ ers an _ Him ('2 'Ohron. 20:8, 4). He Himself 'led iflhem in prayer 

- these things fully only III ",the land that IS faI.rer than (verses 6-12). . 
day." Then the veil of time will -be rent, and the preju- As . !believers we are never ~~ee from th«: ~aults of our 

'dices and short-sightednes's of eaIth will !be removed 'and en«:D1:les---JS!'-tan, the fleSh, the worl4, and mn -m elVery form. 
I H d 'h II h' II J t d '.l1his narratlve suggests ltihe path of VIctory. 

we sha I see tha:t e oe~ a. t .~'ng8 w~. us ·as we 0 In seek!ing >the Lortl, Jehos'hlllphat remembered tihe history 
not perfectly VIew an 011 pamtmg whIle we stand close of ifilie clWdren of :Israel. Time after time the 'Lord had de­
to it, so too we .cannot perfectly view the experiences of livered them from ~heir fot:S (verse 7; .~od. 6.:6, 7;. 15:!-~, 
earth while we are in the midst of them. At the moment 16-19). Therefore, tibey mlight· expect VIctory ln~ifilids crISIS 

when we ,~tep Iback f,rom time into ~ternity we then shall ai~e king 'based' his 'request for ihelp upon the Lord's own 
won~er at our own lack of,pellSpectIve, for then we sh~l promises to 'His people (verses 7-9; 1 Kings .8:83,.87; 2 Chron. 
no lon'ger see through a glass darkly. 6:28~30). The ·Lord debg'hts to have us plead HIlS own Word, 

It is the w.riter's earnest desire and 'prayer that these as with faith we ask Him to do what He has already said 
. I ch·l He would do (l'Cmon. 17:28; 2 Ohron. '6:17). 

word,s should fali beneath the 'g~ze of some .t~ou-b ed 1 d King Jehosihlllphat in his earnest plea expressed confidence 
of God. We make no 'pretensIOns at advIsmg you, for lin the 'P·rOlVidence af God '(verses 10, 11). Through no fault 
we are only too keenly aware of our own lack of patience of their own the Israelites wer~ in rl:ire straHm. In obedience 
and our own much compIaining. Singly we would point to the Lord ther ihad. not punl8'h.~ !!hese same peoples who 

. . had once stood m Ilhelr way, forblddmg them passage (Deut . 
. yo.u to th~ Word for your explanatIOn. If. you are. ~e~ng 2:4; 9, 19; Numb. 20:2'1>.. The Ammomtes ~ 1M0aJbi.tes re-

trIed; afflIcted, or cha'stened, you have cause for reJOIcmg mained strong, and' now thel" lWere attaekiIrg Iflhose w.ho 
in the knowledge· thal God loves you, for "whom the Lord had in mercy 'spared them. Jehoshaphat, With no complaint 
loveth he chasteneth " upon his -lips bowed to ,the Divine ,will, trusting ·1ili.at the Lord 
,. L K T !Himself ,wou'l~ judge the wrong-doers (Psa. 9:8, 4; 10:4-14; . 

- - • .• 99:8; 140:12; Rom. 12:19). Because of. their. obedience to 
His Word the Israelites might justly claim ·the Lord's pro-

Bible Sch I Le '0 tlin tection (Deut. 28:7; 2 Chron. '6:84,35). We should maintalin . DO 5Son u e a 'similar attitude toward those wiho are our enemies because 
. they are tibe enemies of if:ihe Lord (Ps'a. 70:f..-8; 71:1-5; 1.Pet. 

February 20, 1955 4:~J~ people of God who are in danger should ihumbly 
----------------------- a'Cknowledge their own weakness, 'as did' Jehoshapha:t on 'beha:lf 

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph;D. (Tor.) , of the 'men of J.udah, who knew not what to do. We must not 
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JEHOSHAPHAT'S VICTORY 
.. Lesson TeXt: 210hr0nicles 20:10-22. 

underestimate the'power of our Adversary. The next·step is 
to call upon the Lord for deH'Verance (-Fs·a. '!)0:15; Jer. 88:3). 
Ml our ihope is cen'tred in Him (verse 1;2; 1 Sam; 14:6; 2 
Chron. 14:11; Psa. 78:26; 121;1,2). 

Golden Text: 'T-he Lord ShaU fight for you, and ye shul !hold All Jud'Slh stood together before the Lord, presenting tibem-
your pea'Ce." ...... Exodus 14:14. selves Ibefore Him (verse 13; ·Josh. 24:1). In union 'there is 

Introduction: 
The First and Second Book of Kings and the First and 

Second Book of iChronicles record Ithe history of the clliidren 
of Israel from the reign of ISo.1omon lin 1019 B.C. to the 
destruct'ion of Jerusa!em dn 586 B.C. First Chronicles i's 
parallel ,to 'Second: 'Samuel, and Second Chronicles is par­
aillel 'to Fint' and 'Second KiDigs. The Books of ilihe Kings 
record othe elVents from the standlloint of ltihe prophets and 
tibe kings, whereas the Books af Chromcles il"eCord tibem from 
the standpoint of the priests and 'the people. The Books of 
Ohronicles deal witib tibe 'southern: kingdom of Judah ex­
clusively, mentioning the rebelldous northern kingdom of 
Israel only in its relation to Judah. Hence, these 600ks dp 
n:ot describe ·the ministry of Elijah and Eldsha, wiho proPhesied 
in Israel. 

Jelios-hap!tat, King of Judah, reigned 918 - 893 ,B.C., and 
during. ·tibis time Ahab, Ahaziah and Jehoram were the kings 
oJ Israel (1 Kings 21:29; 22:40; 2 Kings 8: 1, 6). EliSha, 
wllose career has 'been Ithe subject of our study, ministered 
during the reign of Jehoram or Joram. As God gave to Israel, 
victory over the Syrians '(2 Kings 7), so did He grant vic­
tory to JudSih over MOBib and Ammon (2 Ohron. 20). 

I. The King's Prayer: verses 1.0-18. 
JehoShapha.'t, ,the son of good King Asa of Judah, was a 

prosperous, efficient 'and Wise ruler, walking in the ways of 
David. ~e established the kingdom, stren~tibened i,ts de­
fenses, instituted reforms, en'Couraged education and led !his 
people in worshipping Jehovah (2 Oh~on. 17). He compro­
mised, ihowever, in joining alffin~ty with Ab:aIb, Itihe wicked 
kin!g of Is~ael (2 lOhron. 18:1), for which sin !he was rebuked 
by ,the seer Jehu (20hron.19:2). . 

The children of· Moab (2 Kdngs 1:1; 8:4, 7) and Ammon 
(Judg. '3:18: 1 Sam. 11:1) 'and o'ther tN"bes dweling near 

strength, . and united intercession: in the name ci!' the Lord 
willprevaH (Matt. 18:19,20; Acts 1:14; 2:1). 

II. The Lord's Answer: verse; 14-22. 
'llhe 'Lord revealed His answer to the cry of the king 

-throu,gh a chosen proPhet, a Levite upon whom 'He caused 
His Bpi,rit to rest (Num'b. 24:2; Judg. '8:10). So, ,too, does 
He 'speak to ms people to-day througfh 'His Word, -His Spirit 
and !His messengers. I 

The people lWere exhorted to have faith, confid'ence and 
courage; they were .stren:gthen£ wiifjhln (Deut. 81:6; Josh .. 
1:9; i[sa. 41:10; Epih. 4:16). 'Some 'Ohristians, yielding to 
despair, are !beaten before they commence to do battle Sigainst 
the foe. 'Discouragement ~ one of the m.ost poweJfui of. the 
weapons of Satan 1(.1 KillP. 19:1-4). 

Thp.D, too.· the lba:ttle Is the Lord's whim Ithe cause is just 
(11Sam. 17:47; 18:17). His 'glol"Y is at stake, and His is the 
respons~bility to vindicate His 'HO'ly Name. But· ·the people 
mUist make 'a stand {'Exod. 14:15; Eph. 6:1:8, 14); the men 
of Judah lWere commanded to go a:gainst ·then. enemies (Judg. 
5:28; Psa. 78:9). In: the !battle against 'Bin and Satan, we 
a~ to act as 'tihoug'h 'ai.-~ depended upon our own: efforts, b~t 
pray, since ,all depends upon God. "The s'WQrd of 'the Lord 
and of Gideon" was the bSJt'tle-ery of ,the Israelites (Judg. 
7:20,21). It is only as we ~sist Satan that he ~l flee from 
us (Jas. 4:7; 1 Pet. 5:9). The people were commanded to 
·stand stili}, quietly, pSitiently~ expectantly, 'but yet they 'Were 
to stand (EXod. 14:18, 1:4), and'tihe Lord would, 'be witJh. them 
(2 Chron.18:1'2; 15:2;'82:7,8). _ 

Je'hos!haphalt and his people went forth in the spirit of 
worship, acknowledging tihe sovereign power of the Lotd 
(2 Ohron. 29:29, 30). They went also in tihe spi~t df praise 
and thanksgiving, IChanting the 'Psalm of victory (1 Ohron. 
1:6:84, 41; Psa. 106:1; 107:1; 118:1-4; 186) •. 'J,'he smgers on 
tblis occasion were as important as iflhe soldiers, and the army 
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marched forward as thougih itlJ.ey lWere already. celebrating 
t1he return march of triumph (1 John 5.:14). . '. 

The Lord !Hims'elf' routed the enemy. HecontroUed .the 
sinful 'Passions of the enemy tribes so' ·tfuat the wrath of the 
men !Should praise IHim'(Psa. 76:10). 'f.he l"ivall peoples eouid 
not and would not unite, and 'in utter eolliusion they began 

-to destr:oy one anather (verses 22-24) •. Thus 'in sovereign . 
power and grace will ·tIhe Lord .giye victory to those who obey 
and ·trust IHdm (·Rom. 8:37).' , '. , 

Three 'results followed otIhe deliverance; riches (verses 25), 
rejoicing '(verses 27, 28),' and rest (verses 29, 30). 

. . 
. Daily Bible Readings . . 

Feb: 14-:!srael's Victory ., ...................................................... ; Exod. 15-1-13 

Feb. 1'5-Jqshua's VictOry: .......................................................... Jos'h. 6:1-20 
Feb. 16-Gideon~1S Victory ...................................................... Jud'g. 7:19-23 
FEfu. 17~A'bij~'s Victory ........................................... :. 2 Chron: 13:4~12 ' 
Feb. l~ezeldlih's Victory ....................................... 2 'Ohron. 32 ;1~21 
F,ab. 19-The Psalm. of Victory' ........................................... : ........... Psa. 124 . 
Feb. 20-:-The Psa:lm 'of 'Deliverance ................................. , ........... Psa. 126 

Sugg~ted Hymns 
To God Ibe tfue g'lory. . ..' 
·Forward be our watehword. . 

. 'Ohl'istian, d6st thou see obhem? 
T,here's a royal'bariner. 
True..lhearted, whole-hearted. 
Begone, unbelief! 

, 
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Separate Schools-A Vitai' Question . 
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The Plot That Failed, 'By Dr. LT. Shields . 
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: modernism. Shou'ld be re'ad' by a'rl 
'. pre'achers). '. . 
37'6 pages ....................... : ...... , ... , ............................................. " 2.00 
The Greatest Fight in the World . 
By C. 1::1. Spurge'on, 64 pages .............................. .25 
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By' Dr. T. T. Shie:lds ., ................ .'...................................... .05 
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Scripture for Seekers and Soul 'Wi~ners ...... . :05 . . , 
How An' Army Colonel Was Saved ..... : ......... :.. .O~ 

Order from: .' , . , . . . 
THE' GOSPEL WITN.ESS 

130 Gerrard St. East, Toronto 2, Onto 

. \,. 

". 


