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-m~t Jurtrtll hHt ~ 
'Where lSI Heaven, and Who Are Thither Bound? 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

. Preached ·in JarVis Street Baptist Ohqrch, Toronto, Sunday Evening, June 20th; 1926· 

(lS'ten~grtap!h'idallly Reported) 

(This sermon is taken-from our files of ihitherto unprinted sermons, and is ,printed verbatim as delivered. 
Dr. Shields 'has had ·no opportunity eIther ,to see or ;revise it 'Since ita delivery.) 

"Let not your heart be. troutbled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 
"In my IFather's bouse are many m'8lllsiona: jf it were not SQ, I would lhiave told you. 

I go to prepare a place for you. ' 
. "And !if [ go and' prepare a 'PI~e for ·you, I'1riH come 'again, 'and receive you un'to 
myself."-John 14:1-3. ., 

Prayer Before the Sermon 
o Lord, we are deeply conscious rtlhat our spirits are often 

e~-Ibound, and 1Jllat we cann.ot see.afar off;:that sometimes 
our vision has been obstcured. so that we have lost sight of the 
KinJa' in His beauty. We pray that a vQice .from . heaven may 
be 'heard speaking in our hearts IIio-Jlli'g'ht, and that the en­
llgihtening 'Spirit may 'anoint ·the eyes 'of our hearts, "'hat :we 
may see the thdngs which "eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered ~nto 1Ihe ;heart of man, the thiings Which 
God hath prepared for -them Ithat Ilove him'!. Graciously lift 
us into the heavenly plaees, :and make those of us who are 
Christians to rejoice in 1'mne 'abounding Igrace. Ilf tJhere are 
any who iare not 'l'hine, we pray that this night they may be 
led to taste and see·that ·tlie Lord is Igracious. We ask it 1n 
the name of Jesus Ohrist our Lord, Amen. . . 

WHEN 'I wa's a Iboy I rememlber it 'Was not uncommon 
to hear ministers s'peak of heaven, and to urge their 

hearers to be ,preparedi to enter there. I do' not think that 
Death was 'any q)U~ier then than now; or that men, nabur­
aIly, were more vulnermble to bois shafts than they are to­
day; but for some other reason or another, ministers 
were wont 'more frankly and generally to recognize that . 
here we -have no continuing city. The emphasis in modern 
days, too generally, has Ibeen changed, and ·men are ex­
horted to receive 'Christ, and to live .godly Uves, for the 
reason tha-t godHness 'hath the pro'mise of the life that 
now is. AU ,that, of course, is perfectly true, .it is profit­
able unto all thing·s; and yet I 'Ventu,re to think that we 
lose much if we close .our eyes to ,the profit~leness of 

. , 
godliness in th~ life that is to come. The -truth 'is, we 
need the perspective of the ,future,·stiil. There are men, 
I ·know, who would fain shut their eyes 'nd· their ears to 
the .future, or to any voices which 'speak of' the future; 
they are like the men of whom the Psalmist 8:pealks, 
"Their 'inward thought is, that their houses shall con­
tinue for ever, and their diWening, places to all genera­
tions; they call their lands after their OWn names. Never-. 
theless -man heing in honou·r 8.'bideth not: he is like the 
beasts that perish. ·This their way is'their folly·: yet 
their posterity approve their sayings." It is true that 
men . live as thoug·h there were no futuTe, as though they 
were to .remain here always, - . 

"And e8l"th, which seemed to the fathers meant 
But asa pilgrim's ;wayside tent, -

Aniglli,tly shel,ter to fold awar 
When the Lord should clal at;i;he break of day,­

'Solid and stedfaat seems to !be, 
And Time 'has iforgotteJ:!. 'Eternityl" 

I. 
'I want to ask you, as God shall help me thi,s eveni~g, 

to try to lead y,our thoughts heavenward, an:d to ,thin'k 
of THE LIFE THAT IS' TO COME. In these verses I !b.·ave 
quoted .to you, our Lord seems to d:iscer~ .in His disciples 
a certainamdety aboufthe future. He ,has companied 
with them now for. albout three years, and He is drawing 



2 (~320) THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PR.OTESTANT ADVOCATE January 27, 1955 

near .to the end of ilis earthly pilgrimage. He has been 
telling them more -Clearly than !before that He is 'going 1;0 • 

leave them v~ry soon, He has been talking aJoout going 
away; and a'vague fear has fiUed, their hearts, a shadow 
has fallen upon their s'pirits, they are troubled at the 
thought. of separaltion from the One they have so dearly 
loved -' and_ these word,s I have quoted were spO'ken to 
comfort their hea'rts, and to assure them that there were 
still better and Ibri'ghter things 'in the life that is to com~: 

No one is wholly 'indifferent to the future. You 'can­
not ignore, my dear friends, the pos'Si'bilities of to-mor­
,row. Oh, I wonder what secrets are hidden in the grasp 
of to-morrow? I wonder what hidden things win be re-

, vealed to us at the dawning of the day? All aJbout'us'there 
are those whom we love; arid life is full of signs of sepa­
ratiQn, not 'always will the family circle remain unbroken.' 
How wonderful it is when chi1d,ren are small, ,and 
they are all niCe a 'brood under the mother's care? But 
by and by they !grow up, and they 'get out from under the, 
sheJ.ter of the wings of the home and start life for them-

- selves. And then trouble enters; and parents'suffer aga:in 
in the experiences'oft-heil" child,ren. Disease ~omes, Death 
lays its ha,n'd upon one member of the family after the 
,other until the circle is :bro'ken'and interests are trans­
ferred to the,future, Is there any family represented here 
who has not an investment in the 'life Ibeyond? Is there 
anyone of us 'here whose ,fami1y is entirely complete? 
Have we dug no graves? Have 'We shed no tea~s? Have 
we not 'howed our heads and our "hearts with a grief, that 
is. unutterable, becaus'e that which we prized. the most -had 
been 'ta;ken away from us? : " 

-I say, we caimot be indifferent,to the future, I would' 
endeavour if possible to awaken, ;particularly in the minds 
of the younger members of this congregation this eve­
ning, 'an in1terest in the future. I know'it is generally 
supposed that younger people are interested 'in the'things 
of time, and 'that they live in the,present, rather than in 
the, pastor' in the future; but I am ,not so sure 'of that 
Even little cpildren think of the .land 'beyond the skies, 
even Iittl~, c'hildrel1 hear the voices of angels, and, are re­
sponsive to the calI of th!e Spirit. But as for those of 
you who al;e older, sureiy you ought to be interested in 
the future. What is the meaning of those g'rey hal,rs that' 
I see? . Does it not mean that you are ripening for the 
grave if the Lord does not come before? . Take out your' 
watch and count its registrations as it ticks off the'sec­
onds and the minutes, and if you listen to it you will"find 
-that it has a voice, it is telling you that 'brief life is here 
our portion, brief sor,row, short-lived care. We ,are pass­
ing on; ,the ',place that ,now knows us will shortly 1mow' us 
no more for ever. 

, 
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hymns, and we s;hall be gone. . But a short time and 'we 
shallibe ,gone and our 'p'lace will 'be fHIed, and we shall not 
be mis'sed" ~e shall :be entirely forgotten. 

The great world will mov,e on to, the jud'gment-seat, 
~hether we Uke .it O'r not, My friends, we have to go, 
there is no discharge in this war; if the Lord comes not 
before, the living know that they must die; go we ~lUSt, 
sooner or later. . 
, But the great qUestion is, Whither a'l'~ we going? When 

Jesus said that He was going away, one o~ His d:is'ciples 
sai'd, "We know nl,lt.whither thou goest; and 'how can we 
know the way?" How many of us know' whither we are 
going? How many of us 'know of tp.e life heyond,? . One 
of these disciples w~s troubled' 'because of the future. 
And every man ,and woman here this evening, ought to 
'be trou'bled 'because of the futu,re, if there he in the pros­
pect of the fu,ture any element of uncertainty.· 'Po yo.u 
know where you are going? Can you say in the limguage 
of the Scripture,we read this evening respecting 'tne fu­
ture, "We know that if our ea,rlhly house 'of this talber­
nacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens", we 'know 
what lies 'beyond? Or is -it all u'ncertain1' This is a 

"simple word. I 'know, 'but I wish I could; ,sit down beside 
everyone of you. I wish I 'could go ,round8.lbout all these 
pews, ,and-say ,i~ every i,nd-ividual, "My friend, you may' 
not !be here to-morrow; and 'if you are not, 'Where will 
you,r spirit ,be? Where are you going? What prepara­
tion have you made for the place to which you go?" 
Surely ~e ou:ght to 'be concerned about the futu're. ' 

['1. ' 

I have Ibeen in this pulpit over sixteen years and I have 
3een large numbers pass away, have 'followed their ,bodies 
to the cemetery; we have laid them away there ,against 
the great day of resurrection and ,re-union. And; in a 
few days, it may,be, the traffic' in ,the streets wil~ be just, 
as dense as to-day, but your feet will not ,ibe numbered 
with. the feet of the multitude; the !business of the' city 
will go on just'the same, !but your place or mine will 'be 
occupied by sOIJ].ebody else; the voice of laughter and of 
merry-ma:king wHl.,ring out from the haunts of pleasure, 

'but your voice will not be !blen'ded with the voices of those 
who make 'merry. It may not !be very long !before other 
people will. 'he s'itting in these pews ; some other voice wiII 
be heard from this pulpit; and, this building will 'still ring 
with the.praises of 'God", but other voices will sing the~e 

I WANT ,THIS, EVENI~G PARTICULARLY TO SPEAK OF THE 
, FUTURE OF THOSE WHO KNOW CHRIST. What was the 
view of the Lord Jesus? He 'spo~e of h;eaven ,as' His Fath­
e~'s house" "In my Father',s house are many mansions." 
This is the testimony of One Who'was 'ahsolutely'certain 
ahout ~he fU'ture. It is vety wonder,ful, my dear f~iends, 

, , 
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,'tf y~U study the 'Hfe: of our Lord, that aside from 'His, :~ut' of the u,nkno'wn to acquaint. us with its 'glorio'us sec­
ex;pficit teic~ing' respecting,the future, you will f:i~d that' ,ret.s, , And wh,at d:id He say' a'bout tha~.other wodd? Did 

, He ,al\,Vays 'spea'ks' and moves as" one whQ 'sees the He say it,was a 'great ,continent with.great.,cities, great, 
pa,th perfectly' plain !before him;' and knows'exactly where castles,; anp great, wealth, ~hen ~e spoke '-to H;is, dj~ciples' 
he is, ~irig", He said to. His d-isci'ples, "I came forth from who f«;ared tlie !brea:Jdng up of the circle, who, felt the' 

, the F~ther, and ani come'into ,the world,: ,again, I leave .... shadow fallin~ upon their fell9ws'hip? , When He would, 
the 'World, and go to' the F'ather, I !belong to another world com~ort tl)~ir hea·rts H;~',said! "Let not, your- ,heart :be 
than this," Jesus ,came to tell us' that there is' another' trou!bled -.it is a :great somewhere, the g,reat unknown; 
world than this, that' there IS 'another life than ,this; He but rep,ose the sani,e faith'in Me that you repose in God 
,~ame to Ibr.ing :"H'fe and immortality to li~ht through the. -:- ~e Ibe~ieve;~n 'God, ib~lieve 8:1so -in me; ,because ~ am His, 
gospel". Jesus 8'aid, quoting' Scr.i,pture, "I am ,the 'God 'Of ' minlster, I,am His Son, I C~I,IJ.e from Him to open His 

- ' .Nbraham, and the God of Isaac; and the 'God of. J aoo'b, God heart' to, you, and I 'came to 'bring you this message: In 
is not the God of tl!e dead, but of t4e .living," You ,da,t~, my Father!~ house, are m~:ri.y mansions,". He spoke o~ ,(, 
youi" life from the d;ay of 'your lhirth; 'but :Jesus teaches heaven, ,as ,of the 'hOuse of His Father; He s'poke 'of God. 
us th.at His earthly' piIgrilJl,Rlge IWas'but,a parenthesis of - of the 'SOuree of all law, of the thunder, 'of the light-
His life, 'but a segment of the eternal circle, "I came from 'ning, ,of all the great powers of nature, of the Almighty, 
God dovyn into thisS'orrow-stricken, grave-di'g'ged, trou'b-, of tJ1e -One:_Who had all knowle~ge, Who was everywhere 
led, e~th, that I might tell you of another I1f~ 'that is pz:esent, Who only hath iplmortality, the Source ,of all 
'hetter an~ ib~ighter arid, more glorious than this," There 'life; ~but.I:le did not us~, any sueh big words',to ,describe 
was, no uncertairltly albout Him: He chose the time of. His it: He said to us; ~'.Heaven is the.place where My Father '" 
depaI1ure, He chose the pllice of HiI'! q.eparture; He chos~ liv:e.s," , ' ' ,I , ' • 

the manner ,of, His '"departure, H'ke 'a tra'Veller a:eliherately , Oh, bles,sed ,be 'God for tha:t suggestion, that 'God' 'is our 
delec,ting 'the tl"ajn. ~y whi'~ 'liE) w~~ld go home;' and as' "Father r ' What a ~'W,eet :-vord, that is! There are some of 

.. ". the 'h~ur approached ·He· saJd. to H"is disci-pIes:..:...... although . you whose 'hair~ are grey, and when ·1 ment~on the Dame 
in 'perfeet health, and evep, 'before Judas had 'betrayed ~'~father" or "mother", there is, a lump,in you~ tliroat" 
Him .::...- lie said,; "I am 'going away very., soon; IS'haIl and you,r eyes are, ~o.jst, '~ome' younger people would say, 
leave you; and"be~use I ha~esaid these things unto you, ,"But do you mean to ,!,!ay, sir, that when we, grow' old we 

'sorrow ~,ath,filled youl"heart!' , , liliaU riot grow away from the neces'sity of fa;ther!s,care?" 
This world! has never been the same since Jesus eame, I remember talking, with ,a nian'past ei'ghty as he was 

Men had a'vague hope in,their hearts that there ,was an- j1:lst a:botit to cross the river, 'and what do you su'ppose 
, other, life -:--the 'hope of immortality is'instincti'Ve ,in the,:he tl!lked a'bout? ~~ ,talked, ~bout Jesus, and ~bout his 
, 'human ,breast ,)¥hetever' you fin:d' men .. 'but it was a father" Oh, 'some backs h~re have 'bo'rne 'heavy.burqens;, " 

va'gue hope: the Indians buried the warrior's 'bow, and some f~,et ha'Ve Ibeen weary often; and you have felt a,s 
., arrows ·with h:im; in order ·that he '~i'ght -be equipped· f(}r th.oug·h YOll. woul-d H·ke t~. run .a.:way:to father 01: .mother 

warfare in th,e "happy hunting ground" to Which,he was st~Jl, I often d~, I, often go hQ~e, of a Sunday ~Ight an,d 
going; anq in the tombs of. the ancients everywhere you wish: wer~ a:httle boy" tp.at:l'co~ld go ~ome and cry It 
have indications of tbis' great ,princi,ple, that the ,truth out, Just ~-ob It out, you, know, and fc;>rget a~I a,bout my 
of the, immortality'''of the 'soul. was, instinctive, always ~~es,J'eehng'~~ ,a:~m of my father or my. n;~p~r r?unda­
,men ,felt' th'at there Was 'another Hfe.'beyond; just, as the, alJo~t me" 1 Imagme - I am ~ot v..~ry o.d, do not say 
people of the old world' ,dreamed the:ir ,dreams and the' that I am i,f 'you ~,ant to :be my: friend"":"" but.I .i~a'gine 
g,reat explorers theu'g.ht of"~:ilother continent b~y'6nd the t~at,t~e olderpeo,ple .g,rO\v, the more precious th~s'e re;a,- , 
s'eas, !but they did not know. how 'to get there, they did t~onshlps becoIl1e, But, alas, ,some -of ,us are or'phan~ no~; 
n'ot kI,loW how 'lio' cross the uncharted seas; or where'th'a't w.e' -have no ,father., and. we' have 'n~ mother i we ,~aye ~a~ 
continent might be found until Columbus' came Iback -=-- to say that 
perhaps others, before him, ibut he :more clearly and, defi-' "And 1lhe8~tely ships go on " , ' 
nitely than all others -' saying' "I have found aNother ' To ,theIr 'ha:ven unde,r 1!he pIll; , 
I,' d " ' ", ',,' ' " " , , But 0, for tilie ,touoh ¢ a V8illlsh'd hand" 
an ,.I have trodden Its ,shores, ,and· I have retu!Iled to, And Iflhe sound of a voi'Ce that ds stii'l!" 

'rou to'tell~ou 'a:U'a'bout i~," And. in these latter days 'B tid' '.' d' t ' 't' ,'A d I , " b d' , 'II' 'h' .J, "'h t f' d . u our ove ones 0 no come 0 us, n" am so ,unnum ere ' ml 'lons ' ave crosseu' '~ e ,seas 0 m mId 'th t S b 'd ' f th t'h Id t t II " 
th t Id 'h ' B t 't'h ld g a, a orne 0 y came rom, e 0 er wor () 'e me • ,a new wor a ome, u even m e new w()r we th '" I' h' F th W· 'h "d' "F' th W,h ' 
.J,' 'h' , h' R~ ,ave a a er 0 never 'Ies, a a er" , 0 IS 
'llg our graves, IWE' a'Ve our sorrows, we s' cd our tears, ne b t f H' 'h'ld F th 'Wh" I 

ff ' " 't th, 't:h Id' , ld ' ,ver .a' sen rom IS c h ren; a a er, 0 IS a ways 
we su er our pams, JUs e same ,as, m, e 0 .wor , wal'ting f "H' h'Id t h Wh t 1"1 d b t J II f 'h 'ld h th or IS'C I ,ren 0 come' ome, : a' a u esse 
: u edsuSthc,a~edto hte ," ut.'sh' 0 ~not ~r w0I: wdere' ~re relationship that is! ANd we never s'houla 'have dreamed 
IS 'no ea , an were ' ere IS no sorrow, an ' no pam, of 't "f 't h d t 'b f' J 'Id 'h 
and,.'no tears and no ,pa,rting. ' ' , I ",I '1 , a ',no een or esus; n~ver wou' we, ~v,e 
, , . '.' ' .'. t~ought -ofcalhng ~, our Fath~r, "LI'ke a5' a f.ather PIt!· 
Ho~ very wonderf\ll it all is! Oh" do not .let anYlbady ethhis children, so the LOrJi' piti,eth 'them that fear him," 

take ,that,'hope from you; do not let anyone ,persuadi! you Heaven is the place where our Father 'is, ' 
that the Hfe of Jesus Christ began at 'B~thlehem; d~ not' !'rhen another thing: Heaven is' our 'Father's house, 
let anyone tea,chyou that He was not virgin.!born, be- Oh, no; He did not ,say 'it was the King',s castle; He did' 
gotten <?f the H-oly 'GhQst; never open your 'heart to' ~hat not descr~be it as a ,prince's palRlCe; He did' not tell us 
dr.eadful assumptio* that He ,d'id not come 'down from a:bout its elalbQrate furnishings;, He did not say anythi,ng 

,peavel!' -:- for if He did not come down from heaven; 'how ,in th~s connectiC!n' a'bout 'tpe"angelic 'servants that yonder 
do we 'know whither He -has gone? The truth is, 'if He ,wait' to do our Ibi-dding: Ibut 'H'e seemed to say "I want 
did' not' come down from he~ven', -we do' not ,know any- to :get as clbse to your hearis as I possiibly ca~, 'because 
thing at all about the future, But He was certain cjf it; 'I am going to leave you pretty 'soon, ana, I :know.you are 
He, spok~ ,as one who 'h~d se'en, the other world, He 'came very much troubled,. and' I just want 'to tell you that ,I am . . . . . 

I, 

" 
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going before you into My Father's house." Where are 
you going? . What sort of a land? Never ·mind the la·nd, 
never mind its latitude and longitude, never mind 81bout 
that; it is just the Father's hoose. Do you know the dif­
ference between your father'·s house and a hotel? Do you 
know the difference tbebween your faiher'shouse and any­
body else'·s house? DQ you 'know the differeI).ce between 
your father's house and the 'greatest. mansion in the 
world? "Well;" y6U say, "there is a difference, lbut I do 
not think I 'could descri'be it to you; it is not in the shape 
of the house, nor the size of the house, nor the furnish­
ingsof the house, nor where the house is situated: but 
there is something different: there is anatmosp'here, 

- there is a something - well, it is 'just my father's house." 
And that is wh~t heaven is. I wonder if any of you 

Christians h"!lve ever. been tired at the end of the day, 
and gla.d to get home? And what do you. db-when you 'get 
home? - you behave rbecomingly I hope, ibut we' are not 
quite 'soprecise when we get home as we are outside. A 
man may have li'berty to wea.r a pair of slippers instead 

, of a pair of ·patent leather shoes at home; he may have· 
Uberty even to put on a coat that fits him a little 'better 
- of course, it may be a 'good coat 'We 'shall wear good 
clothes when we' get to heaven, when we- iget home; tbut 
they will fit '\Is .exactly. What is heaven? The Father's 
house. And what is the Father's house? It is the place 
where the Father"s children are'perfectly at ho~e. That 
is a great thing, to be sure that we ·shalltbe perfectly at 
home'. II do not often ·go into :What is 'called "society". I 
used to dip into it occasionally, IJ: used to get a glimpse of 
it occasionally! Oh yes; I 'have ·seen it - I have seen 

,it, and ,have 'lbeen iJltroducedJ as ·a visitor: I have 'seen 
something of the artificiality of it all, and I ·know how 
stiff ·and uncomfGrtahle people can feel. I told, you, d·id 
I not, the other night :...... I said it somewhere, ibut I talk 
in so many places I forget where it was - but I remem­
ber 'being invited to dinner, and there was \ one of the 
guests who 'supposed it was quite a formal occasion. The 
other guests 'came in their ibusiness attire; but this one 
gentleman aWea·red in fuIl evening dress.- . I knew him 

\ intimately, and! when d'inner was called; and we walked 
into ,the dining-room to·gether he pulled my' sleeve, and 
said, with the suggestion of a ·sm·ile, ·· .. 1 wish you would 
exchange coats with me." He felt altogether too ·pre­
cise, you know, and r~ther out of :keepin.g with his sur­
I'9~ndings on tha.t occasion. 'But even in the politest home 
- and I have nothing to say against the observance of 
the .proprieties of '~ome when 'they are o'bserved naturally 
and graciously and gracefully as they ought to 'be, when 
they come from within instead of liking ,put on from with­
out --.:.. hut I. say, in the intimacies of home life there is 
a freedom, there is a fellowship, that yO'll find nOwhere 
else. When we get to :heaven we shall not ibe on parade 
with our Ibest 'clothes on, afraid, of our live~ that !We may 
do the wrong thing. Did you ever see anyone li=ke that? 
Did you ever' go to a grand dinner and 'see some' people 
who were not agcustomed to the elaborate proceedings? 
Did you ever see someone looking out of the corner of his 
eye' to see hQW the masierof ceremonies Ibehaved, and 
just trying to follow .him? B;ut I believe When we get to 
heaven we shall be under no such restraint as that. Jesus 
seemed to 'say, '''Now 'be ·p.erfectly comfortabl!! in your 
mind, 'because w.hen YO~'get yonder you ,will ·find your-_ 
self in you.r Father's house, and, you will ibe'perf~tly at· 
~~". .' . 

!I thi~k as we !get that \rision we 'shall ibe anxious to 

get there. I confess that I sometimes have been, in the 
.stress of the 'conflict, a little 'bit Uke a lazy workman who . 
takes OOt !his watch in the midd;le of the afternoon and 
says, "I wi'sh it were five o'clock.!' .of course, you never 
do that! But I have sometimes said, "I wish the end of 

,the day were come, I wish it were ti'me to go home, I wish . 
that we were ali in the Father's house, and done with it 
all." And ·we s'hall go .home when the day is done. So let .. 
us keep our eyes on the 'futu're, and remember that there 
is a ·great and: ,glorious e~perience awaiting Us in our 
Father's house. 

Now if we knew nothing more aibout heaven than that, 
I think that would be enough: having such- a Father, and 

,knowing heaven is our Father"s house, I think we' could 
afford to wait until we Iget there to explore it's wonders. 
But lest we should think' it should ,be overcrowded, He 
said, "Remember, that in My Father's house there are 
many mansions, there are houses within the house; and 
there is a place ·for everyone of the child·ren." I do not 
expect to have you·r mansion - and ;1 am "perfectly sure 
that you wiIl not have mine! NO'body will have ·mine !but 
myself, it is just specially prepared for me - ten thGu­
sand times Rockefel1,er's milli~ms\could not buy it;· it is 
mine, just mine: . I do not own 'much hete, but I da believe 
I will have a mansion 'by and iby. 

II Was driving. along' a certain street in Toronto a few 
_years ago with ·a gentleman alJd 'he 'said, '''That is an in­
teresting house." I ·said, "What is ther~ remarkarble albout 
it?" It 'Was a Iuxurious-loO'king plac~ from without, but 
there were others quite as luxurious. He said, "That man 
has three daughters. T·hey are ·married ·and Hving away 
from home with families of their own; and he 'built that 
house after they had all left home. People wondered what 
in 'the world' ·he built such a ·great place as that for when 
there was only himself and 'his wife' ieft, and all the 
children }Vere gone away fro~' 'home. "But,". he said, 
"they did not know what was inside. He has the three 
daughters, and inside that house t}J.er.e are three apart­
ments" self-contained, furni-sned to the last article, with 
servants always in'attend,ance, always 'keeping each apa·rt~ . 
ment in perfect order; and when the house was finished, 
and these apartments were fu·rnished, the father',gave to 
each of his daughters two keys, a key ·to'the outside door 
and then a 'key to her particular a·partment. And he -said, 
mow it will -always tbe ready for you. It is just yours 
- it is not your sister's, she has hers, and the other sis-' 
ter ,has hers, Dut it is just yours; come any time, and 
just open the door of your father's house, and walk into 
your ow~ house under your father's roof'." 

I think the 'Lordi J esu.s must have meant something like 
that when He said, "In my F·ather's house· are many man­
sions";' so that you, ·see we shall not ibe getting in one 
another's way. Oh, what a blessing it is when we know 
that 'We are Ibound for the other land! There are 'some of 
whom it is said .that all their lifetime th·roUtg~ fear of 
death they are subject to bondage; and Jesus came to 
deliver us from the -fear of death, He came to ·ro·b death . 
of its sting, and the grave of its victory, and to 'make 
death our servant·to tarke us 'home. . I 

I h~ve told a story, but I think I 'Will repeat it here 
I heard my father tell it long -ago, and these experiences 
all com~ !back in the telIing of it. He said that iIi England 
a'bout. 'Chl'istmas ~ime in a iboarding-s:chool a company of 
girls were waiting for the hour wh-en they ·should gO' 
home.. Some were going iby train, and: ·some who lived in 

. nearby places were waiting fGr their friends to come and 
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take them .. Aa they were looking out of the window -
the ·snow was faIling, just a day or"two 'before Christmas 
and the ground was 'perfectly white with snow - a ear­
riage d·rove up to· the door dr8lWll 'by two coal-lblack 
prancin'g horses with silver-mounted h·arness, and the car­
'riage was just as hlack as the horses. 'Sitt·ing on the box 
there was a negro coachman as Iblack as the horses, and 
he had a 'black sable ca,;P on, and a 'great black, salble coat 
wtth black salble gloves. There !he 'sat, reining up those 
prancing steeds; and as they drew up outside the gates 
of this gi·rls' 'college, one of the young girls clapped her 
hands, and ·said, "Good bye, girls, now .it is my turn." 
'~Why," .they a·aid, "what do you mean?" "I am going 

..... home. Do you. not 'see' the carriage?" "Oh, they said, .iare 
you not afraid to ride in that 'black -carriage, .behind those 
black horses, driven by that black man!" "Oh no!" she 
said, "'he is my' fath·er'·s coachman, and he dll"iv~s my 
fat'her'·s horses, and' 'he has come to take me home." 

rupti'ble, 'by the word of God, which liveth. and albideth 
for ever." Then ·we may know that we are "chHd'l"en of 
God: and if children, then heirs: heirs of God, and joint- . 
heirs with Christ." . 

Then some day the 'Lord Jesus 'will come Himaelf to 
receive us: "I go to prepare a place for you. And if I 'go 
and prepa·re ·a place for you, I will 'Come again, and re­
ceive you unto mys·elf." Do you know where He ''Yas go­
ing ,lW'hen He said· that? He was going to the cross; He 
said- that on the other side of ;the cross, "I am going to 
prepare a place for you." And when 'He went to the cross 
He went to prepare a place for you in the Fathell"'s houlle; 
and you never cou~d have ,got there .but for th8lt. ~nd 
when He ·rose from the dead, and- ascended 'into !heaven, 
He went yonder. to exercise His mediatorial ministry, and 
to prepare a place for you ·in His Father's house. Was 
my figure 'rig'h~ when I spoke a'bout the dau·ghters with 
their husbands? Well, there is another ·figure: He is the 
divine Bridegroom, and He and: His :bride will live in the 
Father's house. We shall ali' live together, and He has 

. gone to prep8:re a place for us. 

:Death is the offspring of sin. Death is ·an enemy; sin 
never 'brought anything beautiful into the world yet, and 
death came into the world by sin. There ·would not have 
been any death if there had not ibeen ·sin. Do not talk 
to me about the lovely appearance of death - there is II . 

. nothing lovely 'albout it: it brea'ks the hearts of fathers If it were n~t so late tonight, I had a hundred things 
and. mothers, of wives, and 'hustbands, and children; he is to tell you about THE PREPARATION NECESSARY FOR THAT 
the worst enemy we ever had; !he is no friend. But God HOME. 'Think of it: the Lam'b slain 'before the foundation 
has laid His 'sovereign 'han~ upon h·im: He has taken of the world, coming 'at last after the unfolding of 'all 
away the sting, and He has ha·rnessed him to His. 'chariot the centuries, dying in our 'room ·and stead,. and going to 
and ~·ade him drag His ransomed chil<k~n up the shining' glory! How like that .story of Joseph \$en h~ went down 
pathway of the skies. We are not afraid of the 'black into E'gypt, and at last when 'he was e~alted to the posi­
coachman, or the black horses~ 'for they drwgour Fath- tiop. next to Pharao'h, he said to ;his Ibrethren after he 
'er's chariots; and in God'a good time, if the Lord Him- . !had made himself known to them, "'Yeshall teH 'my father· 
self does not ·come· first, they will come to take us home. of all my glory in E'gypt,and' of all that ye have seen; 
And, my friends, when we get there, it will !he the F~th- and ye shall haste and Ibring my father hither.". NObody 
er's 'house; and; '1 shall be .. quite content with that. can tell what glories await'us in the lapd ·beyond. Do you 

But who are they who are ,going to heaven? I could want· to know Where 'heaven is, whe~her it is above the 
talk to you about those wonderful pictures in the back earth or· under the earth? Do you 'want to know where 
of the Book about the golden streets and all the rest of heaven is? I th·ink it is a real ·place, for even spi-rii's must 
it. 'That is wondez.:ful, is it not 7 My, if we have a little 'have a 'Place; and certainly our.redeemed Ibodies will have 
bit of' gold, how we cherish it! But it is ·so common up to have a 'place to live: there is that element of location. 
'there that they u'se it to pav,e the 'streets! Gold will '!be But for our 'Purposes now it is quite enough to know that 
under o!lr feet - where it.ou·ght always to he instead: of 'heaven'is where 'God is, 'it is ~e Father's house. 
in' our hearts '- and jasper walls ,playing fountains a 1D0 you love God - do you :Jove God? Is He your 
cloudless sky - aU that; 'but this' is much !better, "My F~ther? Is Jesus yo~r.Saviour? ~o you iove to talk to 
Father'!J house"! Who of.us· ~ould not like to be home, HIm he~e? What rIght have you to expecientrance to 
just at home with God? Who wHI 'go there? What is the heaven If you are not thus in ha'rmony with Him here? 
Father's house for 'but ·the child'l"en of the Father? "Do I think it was ISpul'lgeon. who once 'said th·at if an un­
not ibe afraid," ·said Jesus, "in my Father's house .are regenerated piCkpocket could get to heaven he would pick 
many mansions." the angels' pockets! And.one old ,brother came tQ him ·and 

What .relation are you to the Father? Are you a child.? said" "Mr. Spurgeon, don't you ,know that the angels have 
A . no 'poc'kets ,,, "Well" Mr S I' d "I h . t re you a C'hild·? Are you sure you are a child.? "Yes, sir; • '.' , ... purgeon rep .Ie, a!e no 
I am a member of a Baptist church" _ 'but that is not been mform~ on that subject, 'but I WIU chan~e I~ and 
the question. So~ebody else says, '''Yes,sir; I am a say that he would pl.uck the feathers ~~; of .the~~ :wmgs; 
member of the DOlted. Church" _ and .perhaps they stand ?e would do somethmg ~rong anyhow. But If ~e~ven. 
on their tiptoes ·~hen they ·say. that.. Perhaps someone ,IS th~ place where God ~'s supreme, ~ where the :SPI'~It of 
else says "II am·a Roman Ca;tholie a .member of the true God· 1-S the very atmosphere, where Jesus ChrIst IS the 
church.'" ·So on they go - hut that is "not the question. .glory of the 'Father'~ house, ,how can it Ibe ·possi·ble 'f~r 
The question is Are you a child of God? :because the anyone of ua to 'get to heaven unless our natures are 
Father's 'house i~ for His childl"en; and if you are .going .changed-, un.les~ we are born aga'in ·and :brou'ght thus into 
to get to heaven and live in the Father'·s hou·se, you must ·harmony WIth God th~ough ~esu~ 'Ohrlst oU'r Lord? Let 
make sure that you are one of ,t'he children. 'We 'become a us all start for, heaven to-Olght If we have not started 
child 'by simply 'believing on the 'Lord J esu", Christ, for before.' 
'''as many as "received him,. to them ·gave he ·power tolbe­
come the sons· of God, even to them -that Ibelieve on hia 
name"; and if .we just trust in the Lom Jesus Christ, we 
are '~born again,. not of ool"ruptible 'seed, lbut of incor-

The stoutest armour of defence is that which is worn 
within the bosom; and ·the weapon that no enemy can 
pary is a bold and cheerful spirit .. 
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BEWAR.E· 
E·· VEN'if this adqlonition dido not a·ppear in the/Word' 

· " .of God, we would 'be dispose(Uo~regard it diligeritly 
. .for we confess·tliat we have IDO great rega·rd :for dogs: 

- Irid'e~d ·the very sound of a :baJ,'king dog is o~e' thllt' cre­
.. ates' a heaIthY· res·pect. ... 9f course, this' dislikefor~ ~he 

canine fami'ly can be traced to an . unfortunate incident 
in b,oyhood; when a friend's dog nipped the wi-iter 'so that 
he was compelled' to' gO to hed with an exeeediIi·gly.pain-· 
ful leg, Since then. we nave regarded. ;the "rule -.: "On~e 
bitten, twice cautiolls.'! '. 

. Paul: too, had apparently' 'been the v~ctim of apotl\er 
type of'dog"'bite fo·f he 'Warns the Philippians, "Beware 

· of dogs,"bewRrEi'of evil worke~s, 'beware ()f the concis·(on." 
(Phi'lip .. 3 :2). Obviously Paul is not 'here 'spea:king' of 
dogs as brute ,animals Ibut rather he is descriibing a 'cer~ 
tairi type of re!i-gious teacher ·as a "dog". To ·the Philip­
pian converts he says, ·"Be on ,guard against these dogs 
which I will descrilbe to you." 'The particular "'dogs" to 
whIch he I:efers were the' Judaizers' who' had confidence 
in a fleshly 'religion rather than in the way of salvation 

· appointed by God. " .' . ..... . '. 
.. ' This term must have be'en a "hard" 'one for Paul's ad­
.versarIes, for tlie Jews were accustomed to ·caliing the 

OF" D.OGSf· 
, . 

-
-with. A longer acquaintance reveals ,that· the bark- is 
worse than 'the 'bite for the dog never comes' to the point 
of" sinking his teeth into" a: victim.' . This "is:·especia.1Iy. true 
of -some. religions !bullies' and denQ.mina·tional 'bui'eaucrats 
who 8wR'gger albourt; threatening all aJbout them; The dog 
seeir\·s to think that. it. is its ~esponsibility to make all ctm­
~or-m to a certain progrjlm . (usually contra·ry. to the Word 
of 'God); any ;Who w~uld; dare. to o.bjec:tsoon '~ear lusty 
yelps. Oh!· 'When these ·dogs Ibar-k, how most :quake with 
f!lar: This.' is' just the' result' 'Whicn th'e barking' dog 
desires' for he is essentially a coward. tJnfortunate~y, how­
ever, '. mpst . around the religi"o.us 'keIiIJ.el' have not iearn~ 
'this and so are labpring under the delusion that they are ' 
menaced by a vicious blood:hound when in' reality the poor' 
thing is a harking, toothless, Pe):dne~e. 

Another type of ba~king dog." is that found' in some 'good 
. chu·rches. This animal too. maikes' a lot of noise for the 
benefit Of a new pastor or visitors. It is hoped that this. 
~li.ch :bar)dng w.in. leave the (impression that he 9r she' is 
really zealous in' the Lora's .work. When ~real "Work and 
prayer is required', the poor pastor ·soon. discovers tha.t· 
this dog is absent foraltJto~lgh it. made a noise l·i·ke a' dog, 

,i't was 1;lseies.s in .1;he moment .of action .. ' A good rule' to 
O'bserye in this cas~ is -·r<Bewa·re of these dogs}" . · Gentiles ".dogs" 'b'ecl1Use the'Jatter' did not abserve the 

. fine r distinctions 'Ibetween -clean ind unclean food.. Now 
·tbe a·postle tur.ns the tables 'arid describes 'the false Jew-. Dumb 'Dogs . 
ish te~chers ·~s "dogs".' "Beware of do·gs." '.. .. In Isaiah' 56: 10,. :the Lo~d there describes the Iblin'd 
. S'Ome timid" sOills might 'be tempted to I!.ccuse. t~e' watchmen· of the $urches . ....,....' "His watchnien are .blinQ.. 

.\ 

." \ . 

, . a.postIe: of undue severity but '~e f,ail to .!tg.ree. 0!l' .the' they are ignorant, they are ciU 'dumb' dogs, they' cannot 
contrary; .he 'was so genUinely soliciltous of the welfare, 'bark; ·sleeping. lying dooyvn; loving 1;0 slum,oer.'" . Oh, wha.t, 

'of these young'converts .. in Philippi thathe wanted 'his severity.! Y!lS and. what truth! Surely there is.no ptore . 
mea~ing to 'be clea_rly .un~erstood. Further he 'himself . important ''Work in all the world than that of. watching .. 

. _ .. had once 'peen bi~teiJ: by . this'. '~nimal of" fleshly J;eligjon . Qver .the .:flock .of -Go.d a:nd; th,ere. is h~ mor,e cu}.pa~le. cri~e .' .. '. 
· !1nd knew ·bow aangerollS i,t really wa.s.' ~With·· this in than .tp.at of ,'betraying:such a' &acred' trust, No langua·ge 
.' mind ,he. ransacks 'his vast"voca'bulary 'and chooses .this . can. b~ too severe'to descri-l>e such Ei !betrayal ·of. trust .. ' 

'" .'. sharp. c61!)urful WOrdi -·"Bewa·re ofdog~." " . JJuml! dogs/.:, :.: '... .. '., . 
. As we thought on these words of' 'Paul, ''';;e l:ecailed' . The -fi'r~t . dog we ~ri~oun,tered. was II '~ois;, bar-king . 

othez: dogs th~t are mentioned' in Scripture, about" whom .ani~a:l but' per~ is a dog of '~riother' ty'pe. 'This one 
.it mi·glit be said, "Beware of'these' dogs." We proceed to: choo~s not. to 'bark .. He is a dumb in this sense (-a·rid·· ' .. 
dra.\v these pesky animals -to -the attention of our readers maybe' another! ). While' the enemies of the flo.ck come to, . 
in the hope. that. the: discussion may be timely; reward- devour the sheep, this. su'pposed guardian either watches . .,' 
ing and . praCtical. :.. . \ , , . ' . .... _ : in silence or el~e retu·rns'to his 'sleep' 7- dumb dogs. . . 

. ' . Need we apply Qur' text- ? Obviously the guardians .of 
. Barking Dogs the Lord's 'sheep are the pastors' o:f··tlie·'Loro!s"'people. 

In Psalm "59:6 'We read':"':' "'They retu.rn at evenfng: . The Lord requires that they 'be aler.t, warding off all 
they 'fIJlLke q. noise like.(1. dog, andl. go round ab09t the false teachers and putting the welfare of, the flOck above 

· city." Ev·idently this dog is ·good· for-iittle ~lse 'save mak~· 'all ·else. 'If they 'fail in this, they have failed, in all else . 

.~... .. .. . ', i~g a"noise '~nd wa.nderin~ al!>ou-t in ~n ~imle:ss fashion. We know fun 'Well that ,there a·re some wJ:!.o are energetic .' 
AI~ ~ave .~.eeD:,su.eh.~ Ib,~r~mg}~~d n()I?adl~ anllIl:B:1 oyvh~s~ .in advocating social .• ~onom~c.or:·pol~1;ical. refoI:m ,or·in 
Chl~f d.eh.ght l~ m. ~al{}~·g. a ~r,eart ,nOIse at ~he aoppr,?ach . be~ting the old ecumenical.dmm but. they are silent while' 
of.,th.e n~~ghbou.~; t~e ha'ker,.the·md'kman .0~.B:ny'()~e els~.· theologiCal .prOfessors deny :the Book ana the;LOrd who' . 

.!" ... 

· Have you n.otl!let .so~e peop!e who fire sl~nllarly ·constl- : Ibo,ught th'ern; tl\ey fail to raise a ·voice ,while"the church.~··· 
.~l,l~ed!, The.y a.re Sl~p~y.'bar~mg ~~g.~! ',W'lth th~;'tfere em1braces false teac;hing that can only d~mn sOu'ls. ~Dumb 

· . IS muc~, !!OlBe ~ut. h:tt~~ .. re~l ~actl:o~ or acc~m~hs.~~ent." dogs'!. 'Yea, . !beware of these· dQgs, -not. 'bec'ause~of their 
, .~n ~ccountof a tYPlca.1 da~'13 ·actlvIty of t~lS ~ndilVldl1al· fie'rceness 'but.because of their f~lse·docility 'when loud '.· 
wou.1~ ~:reveal ~that there ha~ .I~een all exc~s~lye amo,~p.t of . bar-king was requi-red! . .' . 
. ;barkmg.;but-no ·biting.. ... '. ..... • '. . : " '.' 

: With'in this category is" 'that' type whiCh contln'ualiy fo. Greedy Dogs '. . 
makes 'empty threats to aU. and sundry. First acquaint- In th~ very next verse in the 'boci'k of Isaiah, the Lord 

, 'lnce with t~is animal would maI~e one fairly quake in his declares, "Yea, .they are greedy dogs whi~h can never 
sho~s. . The harsh and ;boisterous manner would- make one . have 'enough, and they are shepherd'S that cannot under­
think that here is· surely an individual to Ibe reckoned' stand; they all look to their own way, every one foJ,' his 



. , 

" January 27,1955· THE GOSPEL WITNESS. aDd PllOTESTANT ~VOCATE (2325) 7 . 

'gaip; from his qua:r,ter." (Isaiah 56: 11).· . This \rerse 'is 
a continued description of thEidumlb dogs of the previous 
verse. Strangely enoligh, the Ibrutes were negHgent 'of 
the one task reany. required of them - that of gua·rding 
the flock -.:... !but they are anxious to collect full .pay and 
more! Greedy dogs. . 

. Thi·s breed. is alL too' common. The :greed, may -ta'ke 
various forins - greed for ImOney, for· fame, . for 'the 
prominent piace. ·These dbgs will dash over any an4 all 
to O'l?tain what they desire. Each of us 'bas encoun­
tered such an animal in ouz: daily walk. .... . 

More tra'gic is the appearance of the g;re~dy dog in 
, reli·gious~·circles. Here' more than anywhere else, greed 

is deplora'ble and des-picable.. Yet the greedy dog' is no 
. stranger ,to those in religious work. : Even in Paul's ti'me 

he appeared, for the ·apostle sadly dbserved -. "For all 
seek 'their o'wn, not the thin,gs which arelJ~sus Christ's. 
(IPhil. 2 :21). • 
. .such a dog was a: certa'inDiotrephes who was greedy 

in the church for prominence ('II John 9). His one aim 
was.to :have ;j;he chief place over ·everyone else. This cur 
can prove to :be only a' curse It<> ~he church and a hindran«e 
to the work' of tlie Lord,' How ·careful the !believer must 

. walk ':that ;he 'be not tempted to ,be "greedy after these 
~h.iIigs; ""Bew.are~his d.og 'of; g.reed:!" 

The sight of a r~jected dog is one ·that must 'cause pity . 
in all who . have a ,heart ibut stilI more pitiful is the con­
templation of the fate of the s~ul that on the la·st day,is 
seen to :be rejected. In the final cha'pter of the final 
'book of the Bible, there is painted an awful picture of 
those who are outside the gates of 'heaven and ibarred 
f.rom the tree 'of life· - "For without are dogs, and sor­
cerers, ·and whoremongers, and -murderers, and idolaters, 
and- whosoever liveth and ma:keth a lie." (Rev. 22:1-5). 

Is that n()t a striking picture of an unsaved soul in a 
'Christless eternity? - a stray, homeless, I"ejected Ibeing. 
The old companions' and famiJiar haunts of earth are no 
more and now. the ·soul standsa'lone - rejected of 'God! 
Once he could 'have enjoyed the comfort, companionship 
and shelter of a-loving Father'·s h()me Ibut no more - . 
now he is without. During life he may have heard and 
rejected many invitations froin the sons of the household 
'for he .preferred .to stray 'bu,t now the door is forev~r 
closeil illld;before lies the .prospect of endless:wandering . 

!May ·all Who read these words 'so'lemnly examine them­
selves that they 'be not numbered among those Whom 
Scri'pture descrilbes under the' figure of a rejected and 
homeless being.. -L.K.T. 

*> From Our'· Files «(-. A Foolish Dog' '. ". . 
. One of the' most sh~cklng verses of Scripture is that . Thirty l' ea?:s Ago; THE GOSP.EL WI'~NESS, .lan'ua1·Y 29, 

. ' 

one'In Proverbs -=.:. '''As, a dog ·returneth 'to his vomit, so 192>5 - THE GOSPEL WITNESS of ,this'date has an encour­
a fool returneth to hisfollyY (P~ov. 26: Ii). On first. aging .report of the services oCthe .previous Sund~y. The 

. thought we were !nclip.ed to omit. this verse from o~n!on- vhliting ·preacl.1er for the .gay was P.aul Rader i·or D.r. 
sideration "but several consjderations constrained us to Shields was in (;;hicagQ to attend. the conference of the 

. '. include. it. A!bove all it is opal"t ?f the. Word ?f God' and; . Baptist Bihle Union. Here is the account of the sez:vices 
. . ther.efo.fe· h~s a I~li!son; then, tOQ, it is quoted in II .Peter • of that Sunday thirty years a·go: - "'We ha·rn anticipated 
. 2:22;. furth~r it does convey a great truth; fi!la'lly the great 'blessing for ·SundaY under·the ministry.of Paul' 

very fact that the image!y is'.shocking mi'ght :waken some Rader; but the services surpas·sed· our most sanguine ex~ . 
. soul ~hat would disregal'~ what· we milg'ht !eel was fine pectations.· At 9.45 Mr. Rader jiaught Dr. Shie.lds' cI~ss • 
language. , . . • ip the Bilb'le School, ~hen eight· hund.red and fifty were 

Does thi~ ·v~rse no~ ·descr!:be those who have :be~n par- present; and when ithe doors' 'were closed at .ten o'clock. 
takers of 'eter'I!al'life 'but have fQr'a time forsaken .the . for. the teaching hour, multitudes of people were turned 
thi.ngs of .God:for t~e:'l)..u~ks of ~ ,~odless past. Tpe pI en- away., There were six hundred an·rn fifty-nine in the re­
teous luxuries of a Father's ta'ble have neen exchanged ·ma·inder of-the .sch()ol ~ a total"of 'fifteen hundred and' 
for the refuse ,whic~ even' ·swine would hesitate to eat. ~ine. At ·eleven ()'clocI~ the auditorium 'wa's packed .to -its 
Perhaps so'me·'b~ckshder· reads ·.these words; 'lie or she h~s. utmost capacity;' and the Spirit- of 'God hrooded over the . 
enjo,Yed readin'g 1Jhis light ,descrip~i()n of .th.ese dogs. If assembly.' . . ' . 
these word~ come to your attention, then let this verse :be. In the evening Mr. Raller preached .twice:' in Massey 
a mirror to reveal you·r . real condition. You a·re as. a Hall at 6:15, and in Jarvis Street Church at 8.60. At the 
dog that. has left the \varmth and ·plenty. of a Master's .Massey HaU service upward of three thousand heard. the 
'house in order'to grovel in the mire of .s~n and the world. g·reat preacher:' while at Jarvi~ ·Street long before the. 
Rest assured that a~gracious Master l()ngs for your return hour of service everyav!ti'laJble seat was taken hundreds 
and will realize it, even tliou'gh it .be!by fire. . '. were stand,ing, 'and many were ;turned away: Thirty-two 

M()re serious still,' if possi'bie, is -the' case of tlj.at one responded- to the tnvitation· at /both services; and alto-
who has .preached· ~he everlasting' ;gospel 'but who ha~ gether it w~s a great day!" -L.K.T. 
turned aside·to an.other caril.al,me~sag~. No .longer is the 
'great aim the 'glory of God; it is rather the ·satisfaction 
of iust ando th!,! p'leasure of the -crowd. The Word of God 
must employ an arres-ting figure- to show you your peril­
'ous ,position·..:.... ,iAs a dog :returneth to hili1 vomit, so ·a 
fool returneth to his folly~'" . \ . 

, . . .. ". " . 
, Stray DOgs" . ' 

. AlUiough.we readily concede that we have no ·great. 
affection for dogs, we have a 'sense of pain on seeing. a 
homeless stray,' that is wandering and rejected. We can 
understand why tender-hearted children lead such ·ani­
ma.is home. 

DR.R.DUBARRY 
Dr. R.' Du!harry ~ill.preach a't the monthly French ser­

vice to 'be 'held in the Greenway Chapel of Jarvis Street 
Baptist .Church ,on' 'Sunday, jan'!lary.30, at 3 P,M.-S.P. :.: "... . 

--------
SUNDAY iN JARVIS STREET 

On Sunday morning Mr. Slade preaChed; 'his subject' 
was "Excuses". At the conC'lusion of the service, Qne boy 
responded to the' invitation. In. the evening Mr. Cole 
spoke on the subject, "The Fean]f the ILord".-L.K.T, 

" 
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·A· Pag·e From' the Reformation 
./ . 

THE inquisition. of the Low Countries, thirsting for 
blo04, scoured ,the country, and searched everywhere 

for the young Augustins who had escaped f·rom the pe.r-' 
secution of Antwerp. Esch, Voes, and- Lambert, were at 
last discovered, chained, and carried to B,russels. Eg­
mondanus, Hoehstratten, and some other 'inquisitors, 
summoned them before them. Hochstratten asked, "Do 
you retract your ·assertion that the ·priest ha's not power 
to pardon 'sins, and that pardon 'belongs to God only?" 
He next enumerated all the evangelical doctrines, and' 
summoned them to ·aJbjure them. "We recant nothing," 
exclaimed Esch and Voes firinly; "we 'Will not abjure the 
Word of God; 'We will sooner die for the ·faith!" 

Inqui8itor-"Do you confess that you have !been led 
·astray by Luther?" 

The Young Aitgustin8.-"Just as the apostles were led 
astray b~ Jesus Christ.'" ,. 

The Inqui8itor8.-"We ··pronounce you he~etics, who de­
serve to ,be bu·rnt alive; and we hand you ·over to the 
secular arm." . . , ' 
, Lambert was silent: he was' afraid of death; anguish 
and doubt ·agitated his' soul. ."'1 a'sk four days," said he, 
in a suppressed tone. He was taken back to . prison. As 
soon as this period ,~as expired, the sacerdotal consecra­
tion was fOl'maUy withdrawn ~from E'sch and Voes, who 
were handed over to the cOtlnciI 'of the Regent of the Low 
Countries. The council hatided them over :hand-cuffed to· 
the executioner. Hochstratten, and three other inquisi­
tors accompani~ them even to the scaffold. 

When arrived near the scaffold, the young Ip.arty.rs 
eyed.it calmly; their constancy, their .piety, their youth, 
drew tears even from the inquisitors', When they 'Were 
bound, the confessors 'approached,: "We a'S'k you once 
more, Wyl you receive the Christian faith?" 

The Martyrl1-"We 'believe in the Christian Ohu.rch; 
but not in your Church.". 

A ·half. bt)ur passed away: it was hoped that the pros­
pect of so friglitful a .death 'Wouid intimidate the youths. 
But, the >nly 'persons who were calm amidst the agitated 
crowd which covered the public square, 'they sung psalms, 
occasionally interrupting this employment to say boldly, 
"We wish to die forthe name of Jesus Christ." 

"Be 'converted, 'be converted," exclaimed· the' inquisi­
tors, "or you will die in the name of the devil." "No," 
replied the martyrs; "we will 'die as Christians for the ' 
truth of the :gospel." 

The pile was set on fire. While the flame ascended 
slowly, divine ,peace filled :their hearts; and one of them 
'even went so far as to say, "I feel as if reclining on a 
bed of rOoses." The solemn hour had corne: death was at 
'band: the two martyrs, 'With loud voice, exclaimed, "0 
Domine J e8U, Fili David, miseret'e n08tri." "Lorc,t Jesus 
Son 'of .David, :have 'mercy on us!" Then they began in a 
solemn voice to repeat the creed. • At lE;hogth the flames 

·reached them; !but, before depriving them of life, :burned 
the cords with which they were bound to the pile. One of 
them taking advanta'ge of his Uberty, threw himself on 
'his knees, al!d thus worshi'pping Ibis M;aster, with, 'clasped 
hands, exclaimed, - "Lord Jesus, Son of David, have 
'm~rcy on us!" The· fire surrounded their :bodies: they' 

/ 

sung the Te Deum laudamus. Shor.tly after thei·r voice 
was stifled 'by the flames, and all that remained of them 
was their. ashes. 

The execution had lasted four hours. It was on the 1st 
Juiy, 1523,' 'th·at the fi·rst mar.tyrs of the Reformation 
thu~ gave their -lives fOl the gospel. 

All good men shudJder~ 'When they' ·heard of it. The: 
futQre excited ·g·reat alarm. "'Execution ,begins," said 
Erasmus. "At length," exclaimed Luther: "Jesus Chris~ 
gathers some fruit from our doctrine. He forms new 
martyrs." 

But the joy which Luther felt at the fidelity of these 
two Christian youths was dampened· by the thou·ght of 
Lambert. ,He 'Was the most learned of the three, and 
had ta'ken the .place of Probst, as preacher, at Antwerp. 
Agitated in 'his dungeon, arid afraid of death, he 'Was 
stm more alarmed Iby his conscience, which reproached 
·him with his cowardice, and ur:ged him ,to confess the 
gospel. -Shortly after 'having ,got the better of his fears, 
he boldly .proclaimed the tru·th, .and died like "his brethreri. 

A rich harvest was produced from the blood of these 
martyrs. -Brussels turned ,towards the gospel. "Wher­
ever Aleander raises a scaffold,:', said Erasmus, "the ef­
fect is the same as if ,he sowed heretics." 

"Your bonds a;e my honds," .~c1aimed Luther, "your 
dungeons my dungeons, and your scaffolds my scaffolds." 
We are all with you and the, Lord is at our head,." He 
then wrote' a Ibeautiful 'poem in cellfuration. of the death, 
of ;the young monks. In a short time the poem was sung 
in Germany and the Netherlands, in town. and country, 
eveZ;y where 'producing an enthusiastic feeling for the 
faith of the martyrs: -

No! thei·r ashes will not die; 
.A:bz:oadr their holy dust ·win fly, 
And scatter'd o'er ear.th's farthest strand, 
Raise up for God a warlike band. 

, Satan, by taking life away, 
May 'keep them silent for a day; 
But death has from "his victory'wrung, 
And. Christ in every clime is sung. 
~ Aubig";;e'B Hi8tory of the Reformation. 

THE PAPACY 
• 
·In 

The L~ght C)'f. ~cripture 
By DR. T. T. SHIELDS 

A clear discussion of the Papacy, with quotations 
from Roman Catholic authoriti~. Should be 
r~ad by ev~ry Protest~tI .I 

36 PAGES •.. 25 Cents 
Order from 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
130 Gerrard Street East, Toronto 2, Canada 
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TORONTO BAPTl'ST 'SEMINARY 

By Rev. C. D~ Cole 
Thursday, January 20tih, 1954 

RELIGIOUS BUT LOST 
RomlaDS 10 

To ·SAY that a man is reIigious is n.ot necessari~y say­
ing much for his' sanity or sound-ness or . safety. Some 

of the most insane and 1,lDsoundand unsafe movements 
in history have !been of a religious nature. .some of the 
most terrilble things ,have !been done in the name of re­
Hgion. The first murder' in the 'human race was the 
resul't of a ·quarrel, a\ controver/ly, over religion, when 
Cain 'killed his brother' Abel. Since the day Adam sinned 
men have been prone ,to worship false gods. The first . 
form of idoqatry, it seems, 'W·as the wors:hi.p of the ·heav­
enly bodies, such as the sun and the moon and the ·stars. 
Bu,t the things men have deified throughout the history 
of man have !been too terrible and too numerous to de­
scri,be. Men left to themselves have never found, and 
have never worsliipped, the true and the living God. What 
a sad reflection, and terri'l>le commentary~ that is on 
human nature! And even when God called Albraha'm to 
sep~rate 'hi-mself from an idolatrous people, and- 'made of 
him a chosen nation, to whom was given all the means of 
worship of the true God, this nation with all these privi­
leges was continually departing from the true God to 
worship idols. Human nature is corrupt, and' of itself 
prefers the ·faq·se to the ·true in the matter of religion. 
Somebody quoted Dr. Shield·s the other day as saying' that 
.the worst devil isa religious devil, a'nd,I quite agree with 

··that. 
We s·peak of the heathen ·religions in contrast with 

Christianity, -but when we consider the many religions 
that wear the name of Christian we find S'hockillg and 
terrible things, "hoth with respect ·to faith and- practice. 
Every vital and 'saving truth of Christianity has !been 
perverted by somelbody, somewhere, 'at some time. That 
is a sad storY, but it is true. . 

In dealing wIth the sad state of Israel the apostle Paul 
read,ily acknowled'ges thlit they ·are religious. But they 
are rejecting Jesus Christ, the very Person that gives 
value to religion. Israel is rejected of ·GQd 'because Israel 
has rejected God'·s Son. No "individual, no people, can 
'he in favour with God' who ignore 'God's ·Son, the only 
Name under Heav~n given among men whereby we must 
be ·saved·. In fu'lfilmeIit of 'Scripture 'Christ is to the Jews 
a stumbling-tblock and ·a rock of offence; And the chap­
ter before us tonight shows the sinful lack of discerp:ment 
of things rthathave heen made 'perfectly plain in their 
own Scriptures. Israel had ample means of 'knowill·g the 
way of acceptance with God, ibut in their shiful pride 
they turned from the revealed way to their o.wn way. 

They were inerit-mongers seeking righ teousness ;with 
God by works of their o~n hands. 

I. 

Israel's Sad State Described . 
In verses one to four we have Israel'·s sad 'state de­

scribed. They were .religious, but needed salvation .. And 
to !be religiously lost is the very worst kind of lostn!*ls. 
P·aul was deeply concerned, and deeply moved, 'because 
of the 'condition of -Israel, and he prayed for their'salva­
tion. But Paul ·would; not compromise the truth. He 
wouM not flatter an un!believing ·people. He -was not guilty 
of that sick sentimental love that is so 'prevalent today. 
Paul din not talk like this - he ·di-d· not ·say to Israel: 
"I see you ar.e very 'reHgio~s, and l admire your zeal.. 
Your religion is not H-ke mine, :but olie religion is as good 
as another, and II am asking God to Ibless you in your 
religious efforts.'" No, that -was not his language. He 
rather talked after this fashion, "I am praying for the 
salvation of I'srael, my kinsmen after .the flesh. 'They 
have a zeal of !(jod, but it is misdirected, it is not ac­
cording to 'knoW'led,ge. They a're ignorant of what God 
has done through Jesus Christ; they are trying to do 
what the Lord Jesus Ghrist has already done: they are 
going' about to establish their own righteousness, and 
hav!,! not su,bj:ected themselves unto ·the ri'ghteousnes's of 
Christ. I ·am 'praying for God to open Israel's eyes to 
see that Jesus Christ is the end of the law 'for righteous­
ness to everyone that !believeth. They a're zealous, ·but 
they cannot be saved hy the way they are trying to be 
saved." ., 
. Paul .here gives us an example of p~aying for sinners. 
And we findl in his prayer for Israel justification for 
praying for the lost. We can pray .for people to be con-. 
verted from their error, Ibut we must not pray for Go_d. 
to bless them in error. What" an awful 'thing it is to 
ask 'God to bless a people who are trying to .be saved in 
th~ very way God says they cannot !be Ijaved! What a 'sin 
it is to ask ~God to bless 'any'body W'h~ is in error! Some­
body might ·say that it is inconsistent to ·pray for the 
non-elect, that the Scriptures revealed that Israel was re-

. jected .by God, and· therefore ·we should not pray for a 
people whom we -know..to ·be ·rejected. But who 'knows who 
the elect are? Who can pin a lalbel on the non-elect? I 
would· not pin such a la'bel on any living man on -this 
earth, for the elect ·and· the no~-elect are not 'known to 
any of us. Dr. -Shedd I think s·pea-ks to the point here 
w·hen he says: "The Christian, in his ignorance of the' 
Divine 'purpose, mU'st ·pray. for all in order to .pray for 
any." And 'so Paul was ·praying for Israel, 'for their con­
version. They were 'blinded.by the god of this world, and 
trying,to establish a righteousness that Jesus Christ had 
already estalblished by ihis obedience unto death, even the 
death of the cross. . 

Israel, Zealous, But Wrong 
The Jews were zealQus,' but wrong, and it is dangerous 

to be zealous in a'wrong thin'g. In the 'Galatian letter Paul 
tells us that it is good to he zea~ously affected always in 
a good thing. And .how we, 'Who have the tr.uth, need 

. more zeal in .propagating it, and in spreading it broad­
-cast upon the earth. Our Lord Jesus Christ speaks of • 
the zeal of the. Pharisees, who compass sea and land to 
make one proselyte, and when he is made he if! two-fold . 
more a child of hell than the Pharisees themselves. The 
Jews were zealous, 'but lost, and wrong in their zeal. 



... , 

I ' 

...... 

... 

, . 

I· 

I 

\ 
. , . I! 

" 

. -; 

10 ,(2328) \ l'HE. ~ WITNESS mel PllOTE8TANT 4D~~TE' " Januaij·27. 195~ 

, . 
'This'made them self-righteous people .• Self-:d.'ghteous~ not'''lhe 'sayed !by,keeping it, becaus'e if he kept, it aU the . 

ness is one of the worst 'sins of which a man can be days of hi's life he would ,not be. 'lost, and would ·not need ' 
guilty. ' 'The self-righteous person .set's the :blood ef IChrist salvation .. He. w.ould Ibe 'righteoqs, ,but, he would not be· 
aside. Self-righteousness does despite unto the 'Spirit of saved. The eleCt angels are ..... righteou~ befo:.;-e 'God, 'but 
.grace. The spirit'of self-righteousnes·s tr.ods under foot they are not 'saved, for the elect angels have never. Ibeen 
the Son of 'God as of no v.alue for salvation. I think it "lost. And·to Ibe'saved .presuPPoses that one has ,been lost, 
was Luther. who said that th.e white ,devil of 'self-right~ 'for nobody can 'be saved' except ~ l~st pers.on. ~dam and 

· eousness has slain more souls than. the'lblack ·devil of un- Eve were righteous in the· garden 'before they sinned, 'but 
ri·ghteousness. Israel is zeillotis, .religious, Ibut lost. 'That . they did not have salvation. While they were k~pifilg the 
is the picture Paul has before his mind. law they were righteous· 'by keeping law. The human race 

~ . . " .in' Adam, was' a"ri'ghteou's race until ,Ada~ ·sinned, ibut 
. Christ Is the End of the Law since, Adam sinIted nobody has ever ibeen' I:,ighteous , 'by. 

ISO Piul ·says ·'that "'Christ is the end of the law for' deeds' of the law. . . r, . 
ri'ghteousness to. !'!vety omi that ,believeth.;' The word ,In Galatians 3 :'2i; Paul says: . "If there had' been a law 
"end" here 'i·s capable of .being translated either' "in ten- given which eohld' have gIven life, vez:.lIy' righteousness 
,tion" or "termination". If it here means' "aim" or "in- should l1a'Ve been by the law." ~Qt. this door of acceptance, 
tention" -the thought 'Is that what 'the law aimed at and righteousness with' 'God 'by keeping law, ',was foreyer 
could not accomplish, Jesus ,Christ came and d.id· accom-closed the very day that Adinn sinned. And there has not 
plish. 'The law did. aim at righteousness, I!>ut the law been a man righteous !by 'keeping laW" ·since the day Adam 

. could not give ri'ghteousness, Ibecal,l'se ,the ·sinner cam lot sinned and fell; and .Ibrou'ght the hum~an 'race down into 
keep the .law. And the sinner cannot 'keep the law tbe- ruin with .himself. 
.!3.use of the weakness of the' flesh. ,And What the law 
could' not obtain for_the sinner, Jesus Christ came and Faith Righte~usness Speaks 
obtained by His dbedi.ence untQ death, the 'de~th of ,the' 'Now Paul ~personifies the righteousness. of faith, and 
cros·~. This in-terplietation ,is someWhat fa'Voure<l by' the r~pres\)nts 'it, a~ spea~ing.· An:d". he. illits the words of _ 
use of the: word "end" in First' Tjmothy' 1 :5, where we· Moses in its mOut~. He ·quotes ,f,rom Deuteronomy, the 
read tha·t "-the' end, of the cO'Iilmandment is charity".~That thirtieth. chapter, and verses eleven ,to fourteen, with' 
is, the aim, the design, the intention; of ;the command- variati.ons and rimning comment:· When· we read this 
ment is love. But most of ·the ,modern interpreters take passage in. Deu'teronomy Paul seems .obviouSly" to be 
-the word '''end'' here as mea,ningtermination 'or 'ending, . speakipg a'bout the'law, the la,w of Moses, the Ten Como, 
a~'d make the passa.ge mea:n'-t~at Jesus Christ is. the :ter-.:' mandments. :.He is 'saying in DeuterOnO'IllY that the law 
.mination, the ending, of 'the iaw 'for the believer; that the is 'accessilbie. He i·s speaking of the nearness of the 'law. 
,believer is''no lon-ger under law, !but under grace;' that Moses is saying to Israel -that:Uiey did not have. to go to 
the law has. com.e to an end for thf;! milD Who :js believing Heaven, or acros's·'the sea;to find out what to do, for the 
iri the Lord Jesus Christ. . . law had ,been brought to them. All they had to' do "\ya!l to 
. , Now eit~er' of t~ese interpretations gives us the tr.~tp.. keep i,t., That is ,What Mo~~ i's r.eferring to. Whether .', 
lot is true that-what the -hiw could not 'accomplish through- Moses knew that thel!e word.s appHe<l. also .to :the"gospel is 

· the weakness bf -th~ 'flesh, Jesus Obrist' cattie and did ~lDother question. Perhaps he -did. Paul, in 'R!>mans 3":21,­
accomplish it. SO that 'we ha'Ve a righteousness of God' by' .~as already ·told. us' tliat the rigliteou'sness without 'IBIW 
.f~ith 'i,n .Him. ,ii is~180 t!,u,e . that Jesils Chr,ist'i-s the was· wi~nes!led :to by the 'law, as ,well as the' :prophets .. 
~endiIl:g, t.h!l termina-ti<m,ofthe'law to,every :believer. The . 'Therefore, we can go to Moses', the ·giver Qf'thelaw, and 

, Ibeliever.was under'lavy:~ the.law of God, prio, to hjs faith, learn albout the 'righteou'sriess,of God whieh is by faith In 
. Ibut at the moment oJ faith the law is ended for him,. JJ!su:s Chz:ist. But Paul doe~' apply these wprds of Moses 

and, the law has nothing. to sa-y to :the Ib"eliever concern-' to the· gospel as, telling of the finished work .of .J esus. 
· -ing tl;J.e way of accep.t~nce with 'God.. . . Chris-to And these- words, fro~ Deuteronpmyare just as' 

, applicable to the ·gospelin its nearness as they were to the 
, -. U. law. Just as Israel did not :nave to go anywhere to ·get ·a 

Law Righ~eousness and F~ith Righte()1~sness. law, -to .find out 'what ~o do, ;be'cause the law had 'been' 
In verses five to eleven we' have "IBIW'. 'righteousness" Ibrought to them, .in thei,r mouth and in their heart,:·so the 

and' "faith right~oli'sness;' descrilbed .. The fifth verse d~- ,gospel.,of ~esu's Chr~st 'had be~n 'brouglJ.t right to ou·r 
scribes ri'ghteousness by law, and. the next· fou.r :verses ,dOor.' There is no ,going or. doing involved;. We. d,o' rtot 
deal with 'z:ightequsn'e!ls by faith.' And in ,both cases Paul have to gO' to HEla:ven in' search. of a :Sav~our, for He ha's 
quotes Moses, and that i·s quite 'interesting. 'The first ·already come. We do not have to go down into. the deep 
quotation is -from Leviticus 18 :'5:' "Ye shaH' therefore and' lift -Him out"of the grave, for He has already risen 
keep' my 'statues; and my' judgm'ents': which if a ,man do', from ~the. ·aeao. We do 'not 'hav~ :to go anywhere,· or do 

:he ·shall·live·in them." Now ;this '18 plain. ' The way to he anytl;J.ing. 'The gospel is goo!!' news of a finjshed trans-
r-ighteous·'by.law is to"keep the ·laVV'. Just 'do what. the law ·action. 'The gospel d'oes not tell us what is to be done 'by, 
sa~s, only' what it says, ana all that it'says: And a ril~n , anY'body, 'but.what Jesus"Ch,ris't has already, done when' 
who does .that wiJi li'Ve Iby the lIiw, and 'he will have a He finishedi,redemp'tion.on 'Calvary's cruel tfee~ 
righteousness which IS 'by keeping the law. "The law does' ,. 
hot tell us to believe anything. In 'Galatians 3 :12; Paul The G~p~l To. ~ Believed and,Con~~sse~ . 

• 'says r '''The 'law is not of faith: 'but, The'mail that doeth' , The 'go'S'pel; therefore, 'faul 'says;' is something tQ be 
" them s'~al1 iive in them." The law. does not say, "Believe believed and- eonfessed." Salvation is 'something already 
'and live;'"the law says, "Do and live; sin and die." The prepared. The gospel is something to be believed. The 
law-keeper would be righteous, but this would not be gospel does not say, "Do this,'. 'or' "Do that," but says, 
salvation, If .3, man ·s·hould keep the law of God he' wouid "Believe 'On the Lord Jesus Christ." 
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Paul states· the conditions -of salvation twice; He first ~eautiful' Feet 
gives the pOpular o:rder of confession and !belief l "If thou ,So saivation 'by faith necessitates the preaching of the 
'sha!lt confess wrth thy; mouth the Lord Jesus, ·and· shalt gospe1. Paul, 'by irresIstible -logic, proves this to & dem­
believe in thine heart that 'God h8.oth raIsed him fr-om/'the onstration. A ma~ cannot eall upon someone 'Whom he 
dead, thou shalt 'be saved." It ·carinot :be 'known tha.t ope does not believe in; a man "cannot believe in someone 
is a believer until he confesses it with his mouth. How about whom he 'has never heard; a man cann.ot he'ar with­
can I know. whether a ,man has obelleved In Ms· heart that ,out a preacher; and the preacher cannot ,preaC'h except 
Jesus Christ .is the' .saviou,r, unless he 'will declare his he 'be sent. So the .preaching of the gospel. is necessary' 
faith? I do Jiot Ibelieve ·anybod,y is sav.ed, or a Christian; if salvation is to !be .Iby faith. P·aul 'and Barnabas were 
who does not claim t'o be.a Christian, or to 'be 'saved. 'S-ome separated iby ·the church at 'Antioch, and' let go to- do the 
of our' Southern Baptist leaderS _some y~ars ago would work for. which the Holy Ghost had' called them and sent 
have us believe tha,t Mohandas, Gandhi,' 'India's n8.otion~1 t'hem .. Preaching ,t~e gospei i's not only n{!cessa,ry, but -it 
'hero -and 'leader, was a Chr~stian. ,But he -denied that he' is a glorious task, -it is a 'beautiful work. "How ,beauti­
was a Christian. -He 'did ·not claim to ,be a ·Christian. But ful are the feet of them. that preach the gospel of p'eace,­
some' of them. went and 'sat with him: and talked with ·and bring ,glad tidings of good things!" 'This is a quo­
him, arid learned of his ·sacrificial life, and o{ his deep tation from Isaiah '52 :7. When you turn ·baeI< and read 
,rellgious. piety,· ,and they 'insisted ,that he was a Chris~ that verse 'the histor-ical. refer.ence is perhaps to those 

· tian. But how can a IJ)an 'be a 1Christiap. When .he says he who came over th.e mountains with the good news of the 
is not 'believing -in Jesus.Christ? . return· oftheca.ptives ·from Babyloniap captivity. Or it 

ISo Paul 'first puts the ,popular order, confession ·and .. could refer to any messenger of glad tidi,ngs. Isaiah, how­
belief,. and. then he ,g~ves tpe logical order, of :b~lief and': ever, i13 givin¥ a ~rophecy of' the 'Messianic salvation, ~nd 
confession.. "For 'with the 'heart miln believeth unto Paul 'quotes It to that end, ·and for tl:tat ~purpose,. Is·aIah 

· righteou'sness; and with ,the mouth· confession is made ,is ·descri~ing 'tht;! feet of ;th~se .vytho bear the good ne~s, 
unto salvation." Faith is first in the heart and·then on of salvatIon. 'through Jesus OhrIst. We are told that In 

'the lips: The ·.heart ~ust !be in the confes~ion to guard modern Greece, the person who i~ a 'b.e.arer of 'good, news· 
it against ,being a.rpere pretense'''or hy'pocrisy. And~the is sl!:~d to 'he "'Wel1~footed". :But, here Isaiah, the eyan-· 
confElssion is necessary to prove thait the heart is genu-' gelical prophet, says that. th~ ,missionary, the ·preacher of 
uine. ,So.t>elief in 'the heax:t; and confession with the mQl.J.ththe ,gospel of Jesus Ohl'ist, is fair footed, he' has beauti­
go together.' There is no··such thing 'as ·secret disci'ple- ful feet; 'He .is not talking about the size' of your shoes.' 
s'hip: Peter tried 1Jhat.once, ·and .wa~ b~9Ught tp tears when That is won.derful iIJ)·a'gery that th~ ,prophet i~ ';1sin.g he~e 
he denied his Lord: And his .denial was only.. temporary. when he saY's that the 'preacher of Jesus 'ChrIst ·lS· faIr 

· And 'that is all it :can be .with' any'body who has been,born footed, :beautifuJ of feet, Ibecause he is. a !bearer, of the 
from albove and who' has had. 'sa~ing: faith. As Spurgeon 'best news' that has ever been 'born~ ,to anY'body any-· 

· puts it, wh~t is in the ,heart is sure to come' out in the. wher.e. 
,bucket of. the u.ps; . :!?o that we 'believe wit~ the heart. Qpp~sitiop to the Gospel . 

, unto righteOusness, 'and confess 'with the' mouth· unto' But when .we think about the opposition.-to missions,' 
salvatiQn. . . . '.' _., and the hardships . involved. ·in missionary wor,k, we ~ight 

.~ . 1111 I ~sk, -In whose eyes are th,e missionaries' feet beautifuf? 
./ Not· 'in the eyes of the world .. 'The world is not crying 
. '. "Whosoever WlII'" . for the gospel. , Heathen. nations. are nQl 'begging us' to 

In verses twelve to fi~teen w:e h'ave the doctrine- of . send ;missionaries to' them. . Missionaries· meet with re­
~'whosoevex: will". Paul ~uotes Isaiah 28 :16, again.· This ~-istance,at home and abroad.' Mis'sion~ries find opposi­
is.a Messianic proph~cy from Isaiah, and says that. the' tion, 'even in· this community that· lias enjoyed' 'gos·pel· 
'Blessings of the . Messiah aTe to be obtained Iby':believ-ip,g, privileges' for these' many years: In whose ~yes 'are the 

_and not' by heing circumcised; nat iby keeping any la'W. "feet of .the missionaTies beautiful? They are beautiful, 
Is~.i8;h ·says that the ~les.sings' under the Messiah are to ' !but th~ eyes ·of the 'World have 'been put out Iby the ,god 

· 'be .received by faith. "For 'whoso~ver s'hall call .upon, the of this world. And. the missio~ariel\ can only go forward 
name of the Lord shall 'be 'saved:" Now the '''name of the' in faith that their feet are fair in the sight of Heaven, 

· . Loid." . stands for what is revealed ·ahout the character and that the Lord' they preach is' alble to' make resistance·' 
ana the -work of Jesus Christ. The '~Lord~' here is the turn to welcome. When Mar,rison -was' preparing to go 
Lord Jesus 'Christ, and the ."nam~ of ,the l1oid'''' ·stamls . to' China his incredulous neighbour protested, andsal'd, 
fo!, what is 'revealed about Him as the Saviour. . "When "W~y, do you t'hink you can ma'ke any impression on 

...• '. ,'!Ie cail Him !Saviou)' we.call Him !QY Hi,s NaIpe." Athan-. those h~athen Chinese?" 4-nd MT. ~or.ris.on qaconi~lly 
Ils~us,-away 'back yonder in the fourth century, conten.d- replied: "'No, but I think 'God can.". '-'hat i's the .. sort of 

· =ing for the deity o~·· Jesus Ghtist', said ~'v'e'ry important : faith tliat missionaries must have 'as the"y' go·.~ut 'hearing . ........ ... 
I' 

, .. " 

'. ,thing: lie said, "We need. a' ~edeemer who ia our I.,ord the glad tidings of ·salvation "through a 'crucified 'and 
!by ·natu,re, .iQ ord,er that we' might not ::by' redemption risen Red·eemer. Yes; the inissionaries' feet are 'beauti­
again become slaves. of an. idol." 'That' is worth ponder- ful to' the One Who s·ays· to them "'Go". The mis'sion~r­
ing. We need 'a 'Redeemer Who is G'od, for in calling' ies' feet are beautiful to the 'Loro Jesus :Christ Who was 
upon the 'SaviouT, .pr~ying. to Him, invoking His !hless- ,His own f·irst missionary, and Who came to a ,w~rld that 

-., in-gs, if He is not .God, we are guilty of idolatry, 'beca~s·e needed lIim, . !but: did· .not.- knoW: .Him, a~!l' !Jid no~ 'Want 
'God alone must 'be' worsh,ipped. Do not 'ted me'that the" ""Him" when He came. bh, ·.many a: mlssio'nary thinks it 
Deity of Jesus Ghrist is not vital. ,to a saving reHgion and ou·ght to read: "How tired and 'heavy are the feet of those 
a 'saving faith. The Lord Jesus -Christ is rich unto ·all who bear the gospel of Jesus Chr:ist;" But tired feet may 
them that call upon Him, and thaot mearis to invoke His be 'beautiful to the eyes of Jesus. Chri.gt, Who aaid:, "Go 
blessings, that means to pray to Him. into ali the ·world and ,preach the gospe'} to eVery crea-

" 

.. 

/. 

.... 
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ture." T'hey 'are fair. Beautiful ·are the feet to the One unbelief, and! the blame' cannot Ibe placed elsewhere. It 
who ean cause ·somesoul -to ;become hungry 'by the ·con- is true .that only the elect remnant is 'being saved, ibut this 
vieting work of the Holy .spirit. does not excuse the non-elect for their uIlIbelief. The 

But what albOut Israel? ,says the apostle, "Have they non-elect among Israel have ·the same opportunity for 
not heard?" Then he quotes the nineteenth Psalm, the salvation that the elect have; .therefore ,the 'blame for the 
fourth verse: "Yes verily,". the Psalmist says, "their llejection of any Jew must rest u-pon hImself. It is God's· 
sound· went into aU ;the earth, and their words unto the election'that makes the sa1vation of any ·cer·tain. Left 
ends of the_ world." NQ Jew can .plead i;gnorance of the to themselves there would :be no ·believers either 'among 
'glad tiding·s. This quotation from the Psalms literally Jews or Gentiles. An outside appeal, even .from the Lord 
refers to the ,preaching of the luminarIes·, the sun and the Himself, went, and continues to .'go, unheeded. That.is 
moon and the stars. But it refers typically, and Paul uses true of all sinners .. There must 'be a suibjective work of 
it with reference to the preaching of the gospe1 of Jesus the Holy Spirit'in the very soul of the sinner if the gos­
Christ. The heavenly Ibodies do preach to all the nations pe'l ·is. to be understood· and Ibelieved and a·ppropriated .. 
-the 'existence of' a God- Who· is ·wise and almighty. And The new birth is essential tci 'spiritual si'ght. . The new 
this 'revelation of God in the heavens 'makes all nations' birth is 'just as essential in conversion as the death of 
without excuse for their idolatry.' lIn like manner Paul Jesus Christ is in .redem.ption .. 'The means of grace must 
says the gospel has heen preached everywhere :in aU the 'be Iblessed! Iby the God of grace to be 'effective,. There 
world. And later on in the 'Colossian letter 'he talks mUM' be the 'inward! call, the life-giving call, the light­
a:bout "the truth of .the gospel which is 'come 'unto you, giving cali, of the Holy Spirit, as well as the outward 
as it is in alI the world; and Ibringeth forth' fruit, as ' calI of the preacher.' . 
it doth also in you." Then in the twenty-third· verse of "We may listen to the Pl"eae'her, 
Coiossians one, Paul repeats that truth, and speaks' of God's own truth be clearly shown; 
"the gospel which ye have heard, and which wa·g -preached But we need a great Teacher 
to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul From the eV.erlasting throne; 
am made a. minister." . Application is the work of God alone.": . 

Israel Without Excuse 
And so the apostle' is leaving Israel, the Jew, without 

excuse. He cannot say, "NobodyJ.h·as told me a'bout Jesijs 
Christ." For the gospel, even in 'Paul's day, had ·g.one to 
the end·s of the earth. "But I. say, Did not' Irsaelknow?" 
And we mig'ht ask, "Know -what?" Did not Israel know 
from their pwn Scriptu·rea of 'God's plan to bring in the 
.Gerrtiies, and to reject them? Israel 'had the warning in 
their own SCl'i'ptures of their own rejection, 'and of the 
calling of 'the Gentiles, In rejecting Jesus Christ the 
Jews we.re ftlfilling, and are fulfming, their own Scrip­
tures. They were, and are, stopping ,their ears to the" 
solemn cry of the warnings of thei·r own ,prophets. What 
is sadder than that? 

First in the' prophetic line, Paul says, is Moses. And 
he quotes Deuteronomy 32 :21. P~·'ul quotes only the lat­
ter half of this verse. But Moses, in that verse in Deuter­
onomy, 'says concerning Israel: "They have ·moved. me to . 
jealousy with t'4at which is not God; they have 'yrovoked 
me ,to anger 'With their vanities: and I will move them to 
jealousy with those which are not a people; I wiH ·provoke 
them to anger with a foolish nation." Here is a ·plain 
warning, of Is'rael's rejection,and of the salvation of the 
Gentiles, right in the Bible of the Jews. Bu,t Paul goes 
on to .say· t,hat Isaiah is very 'bold; Isaiah dares to' 'go 
'farther tl).an Moses did. Isaiah predicts the conversion 
Jf the 'Gentiles, and the rejection of the Jews in Isaiah 
05: 1, 2. God is' &peaking to none other nation than .Gen­
tiles in· that verse. God says: "Behold. me; 'behold me, 
unto a nation that was not. called Iby my name." We can 
only wonder what the Jews think of these and' other 
Scriptures -in their own Bihle. We can only wonder how 
they (lan fail to see this solemn -warning of the calling 
of the 'Gentiles, and of the rejection of Israel. And I.saiah, 
in the same pas'sage, 'represents God as spreading out His 
hands aU the day, pleading 'With Israel; a 'rehellious "peo­
ple. And God is still .pleading ·in the 'gospel' with Israel 
'as well as with Gentile to trust Jesus of Nazareth as 
their Messiah and Saviour. . 

Paul here ascri'bes the. rejection of Israel to their own 

Or, for further humbling; may we ·ponder these lines from 
Isaac Watts: 

"Why was I made to hear Thy voice, 
And enter whiie 'there's room; 

When thou·sands make a wretched choice, 
And -rather starve than come? ' 

'" 'Twas the same iove ,that s·pread the feast, 
That sweetly forced us in; , 

, Else we had 'still refused to taste, 
And .perished in ou·rsi~." 

Beloved, we have the Lord J esu's Ghrist alone to praise 
for our redemption. And we have the 'blessed Holy Spirit 
alone to praise and thank for our conversion, for our re­
'generation,' for our ·being quiCkened into life. ' 

Salvation is of the Lord. 

A TESTIMONY FROM QUEBEC 
Among the many letters received, velY recently 

in response to our' newspaper advertising was one 
from a French-Canadian in Qu~bec. In writing 

; to the·Editpr, Dl'. Shi'E!lds, he says: ' 
. -"When I was a Roman Cath'olic, I consider-' 
ed you as the public enemy number one of the 
Roman· Church and now I know why. T·he 
reason is that you preach the gosp'el in its pu·r­
est form and the Church of Rome .is against 
the pure gospel of Christ. Now I consider you 
as a faithful servant of God and: I witness that 
Christ is now my 'personal Saviour,.'and the 
salvation of my soul is accomplis'hed ,by the 
blood of Christ alone. .. 

"May God 'bless you and give you encourage-
mellt. . 

"Your ibrother ilvChrist, 

Pray that the testimony of the pape,r ,might be 
blessed to manY in the ibondage of Rome; work 
to .extend the :borders that others who now 'slum-
ber may ~e awa·kened. . 

, 
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'. BOOK REVIEW 
BETTER THAN SEVEN SONS, ·by Dr. ·Carl Mclntire---'pu'b­

Hshed by the Christian· Beacon Press, Collingswood, 
N.J. OIbtaina!ble from THE GOSPEL WITNESS, 130 
Gerrard 'Street .East, T-oronto 2, Ontario, 90 pages, 
cloth bound $1.50. 

I'v~ ,just fini·shed rea4ing a book. What a book it is! 
It th-rdbs with life, thrills the soul, and ,pulsates with/a 
varied richness which a!bundantly satisfies the reader. 
In "Better Than ~even Sons," Dr. Mcintire has done a 
magnificent job. I am delighted that this book has come 
from his pen. ·This volume, which is devotional through­
out, s-hows the ·Old Testament story to '~ replete with 
every principle which is Ibasic to the gospel of the grace 
of God. "Better 'Than Seven Sons" a'bly sets forth the 
gospel by which Ruth was Ibrought out -of Moab to nestle 
and trust under Jehovah'.s wings to 'be ·no different" from 
that WHich !has transformed our 1ives ·and made us new 
creatures in Christ Jesus. 

ties ,and powers to shame -on the ":g·reen hitl ·outside the 
city wall", and purchased us "not with corruptilble things 
sueh as .~ilver and ·gold·, 'but with the precious .blood of 
the La~lb, without s'pot and without ''blemish''. ' Again, 
the autlior sees the Christ as the "restorer of life"; and 
truly He restores the soul that wouid walk in the'''·path-s 
of righteousness .for His name's sa·ke". Christ is also 
the "nourisher of thipe old age".. All told the author 
paints a beautiful picture of the ·Christ in this very read­
a!ble 'book. 

·The !book is.real1y a series of character 's'ketches of the· 
principal participants -in the story. How deftly the artist 
paints pictures of EHmelech, Naomi, Mahlon, IChilion, 
Qr.pah, Bath .and Boaz. These ·portraits will ·prove in­
valuable to the student of the word. Then, too, "the paral-

,This hook will bring a rich lbie3sin~ to the one who 
will take "time out'" to read it.· I,t does not substitute 
delight in hearing the ·gospel for diligence "in living it. 
True r~ligion, as the authQr makes "Clear, is not diction 
'but actIon; not a sedative 'but ·a stimulus; not indulgence 
hut an ins·piration; not a. message to Ibe heard hut a deed 
to 'be ~()ne. ,Make has,te to ,purchase this beautifully 
'bound httIe volume, reader;· and .the pleasure and profit 
fOU wil~ receive from its pages will ,by far outweigh the 
dollar-fIfty purchase price. More like this, Dr. Mclntil'e! 
In s'hort, thi·s is an excellent !book written 'by an excellent 
man about an e)c:cellent theme. 

REV. SAMUEL DEMPSTER 
., , 

- . 
.. leI which is drawn between the times in which "the 

judges ruled" and this ·present evil age, is very vivid. 
The setting may 'be somewhat different, Ibut the prin­
ciples which motivate' men and women to maIce impor­
tant decisions are the same in every age. Human nature 
does not change - has not changed - evolution to the 
contrary, notwithstanding. " . . 

This !book i·s a must for young .people. . Why? Because 
there is much sage advice given concerning such funda­
mental things in life a·s love, courtship and ma·rriage. 
From this eight-piece orchestra ·there are 'pealed forth the 

. sweet, harmonious cadences of God's :bles'sings which 
should preside· over, h-over around andl permeate evjilry 
ho:me. ·Such blessings only ·come through ·obedience. Mar­
riages are made in heaven: and in the case of Ruth we 
see the truth of that a·ge-old maxim, "When the Lord 
guides, the 'LOrd provides". . . 

IParents would do well to have this volume on their 
shelves. This lbook -of ninety pages shows ,that Naomi 
was concerned· a!bout Ruth in ev:ery· realm of Hfe. She 
wanted 'the :best for her daughter-in-law. Christian par­
ents·should endeavour to Ibring every Christian influence 
to ·bear upon their offspring in order that ;they might be 
ena'bled to emulate Ruth in leaving that which .represents 
the ~o~ld to 'grasp and cling to that whiCh represents t'he 
Christ. Every movement begins with a little child; and 
the movement which fails to comprehend this vital truth 
is doomed to failure. 

·But what ma·kes this ·book a must for young and old 
dike? It is the exaltation 'of Christ by the Author. 'He 
sees Ohrist everywhere. in this simple story. He is our 
Kinsmen. ou·r Ibrother. 

"Could' we bear from one ·another, 
Wha t He daily bears from us ? 

, Yet this g!lorious Friend and Brother 
!Loves us though we treat Him thus: 

. Though for good we rendl(!r ill, 
He accounts us !brethren still.". 

, -
He is our Redeemer. As Boaz 'purchased Elimalech's 

inheritance' ·publicly so the Ch'l'ist openly put principali-
( . 

A DOG IN A PIT 

:By William Luff . 

~Someone. ·had thrown a poor dog i~to a disused pit in 
St~ffordshIre, England; ~he animal was not killed by 
thIS cr~el treatment, 'but was crying in great pain f-or 
one of 1 ts legs was broken. T·he pi,t was deep and the dog 
was. helpless; so there ~as no' hope of the ·poor creature 
gettmg out 'by a!ly effort of its own. 

Cruel ~in has cast a'll of us into a ,pit of hopelessne.ss _ 
a deep .pIt, fr~m ~~ich it is impossi'ble f-or us to escape. 
Even ou.r. crymg wII,1 not deliver us; but 'it may bring 
One who· IS 'both ahle and will~ng to help: A cripple youth, 
named ~eorge,. hear~ the sad cries of the prisoner, and 
~hough I~ was not hIS dog, he could not 'bear to think of. 
It sufferm~ and dying alone in the dark; so determined' 
to try and r.escue it. .A rope was found and he was low­
e~'ed down, down, d-own' to a level with the object of 'his 
PIty. Just as the Lord Jesus pitied us in our dreadful pit 
and descended to our· low estate. What a descent for Him' 
"Wpo- Ibeing i~ the ,f<!rm of God, thought it not ~robber; 
t? be equal WIth G-od: But made himself of no reputa­
tron, ~nd too'l,c upon him the form of a servant, and was 
made In the likeness of men: And ibeing found in fashion 
as a man, he humhled himself, and became ohedient unto 
dea~h. even the death of the ·Cross."-Phil. 2 :6-8. . 

Of course the 'poor dog we1comed his would-lbe deliverer 
with joy? No, he misunder.stood,his intentions and mis­
j,ud!ged his motive, and thinking he had: 'come' to injure: 
and destroy, snapped and snarled, and was so vicious the 
lad was afraid· to touch him. • 
. This was how Jesus the LOrd was mi.sjudged!: "He was 
'In ·the world, and the wO,rld was made 'by Him, and the 
world knew Him not. He came unto His own, and His own 
received Him not" (John 1:10-101). Do we refuse the 

, S-onof God, ibecause we think He will do us ha·rm? This 
was how the demons spake, "And when He was came to 
the ot~er sid~ into the country of the Gergesenes, there 
'met HIm two .possessed with devils, coming out of the 
tomibs, exceeding fierce, so that no man milght ·pass by 
that way. And 'behold, they cried out, ·.saying What have 
we to do with Thee, Jesus Thou SOn of God? Art Thou 
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come 'hither to torment us 'before the time?" (Matt. 8: . 
28-29). ", _ 

. \ 

Our'Lord's joy consiste'd,ch1efiy 'in,!brihging others-into .. 
right relationship . with Gbd. ·,T.heshepherd 'who'found 
his,sheep rejoiced, the .wornari..:who fOlmd)ler "c6in, "the' 
,father w~o recQyered his Son:· .,OirlY .!!oS we, learn that 
fundamental lesson, 'can we share the joy, of the Lord: - '" . ....... .. 

Tibelad 'had come to the dog to .seek and to save, 'but 
the ,vicjous animal would not be saved: 'so 'ilis 'would-be .­
saviour had ~.or-rowfully tb .leave him to his fJlte, recall­
ing the wor4·s of our ,Savi()U:i-; "Where:(ore ,behold, I se1)t' , 
unto you ,prophets and wise men, and ,scribes ::'andsome . 
of them ye shall 'kill"and crucify: and some of them shail .For Younger Readers 
ye s(:!ourge in your synagogues,' arid ,persecute 'them from' JOI~t-IN.G ~Gon~s FA.MIL, ~, " 

,city to city: That u'pon you may come 'all the righteous 
Iblood shed upon thjil earth; from' the' bloQd of -righteous, 'By Myrtle Mesler. 
Abel unto the :blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, Whom Carl woke lip fe~liiig 'so'·h~PIiY .. It y.,as 'Saturday and 
ye '-slew ,between the·tempie and the altar. Veriiy I' .say the;whole family wa's ,going .00' a .·picnic. Even n~ he . 

. u.nto . YO~, All thes,e things sh.all come upon this gener&.- ~ouq.d li~iH' his Mother humming as she .went' about 'pre:. '. ~ 
tlOn.. ": . , ".: . '.. ". Raring the .food-for·the outing.'. .. . 

. 0 Jerusalem, Jerus~lem, thQU that 'killest the prophets, 'Suddenly Carl realized what hi!! 'Mother was 'humming 
and, stonest them whlCh.,are' sent unto ,thee; how often, and put. his head under theeovers' to 'drQwn out the 
would '~ ,~ave "gathered~ thy. child,ren togetlher; even as a '. sound: That 'lonely' .'feeling crept ~ver ,him again. She'. 
:ben gathereth her chlcke~s u~der her wings" ,and ye, was singing, "I'm a ~hlId of the King." . . " 
wou'ld not!' ,Beh~ld', your house·ls left unto you desQlate. . Then he"became angry . ."WhY'is.it that..everyon~'picks 
1!'0r'I say unto. y,ou, ~ e s'hall pot see Me henceforth; till" 'on me? 'I'm just as good as, they are;" 1h'e 'said, as he 
ye shall say, Blessed IS he that cometh in the ~am~ of jumped out 'Of' -bed'. "Why cari't we'all !be. as. happy as 
the Lord'" (Matt. ~3 :34:39). . we used to ,be:" " ',' :': ......, 

Instead of being saved, ,the dQghad to !bE} :!cilled: 'but·, '¥ou see, )~1:oth~r ~nd pad, june, Car~llilnd,',even little· 
the lad was' a,warded the bro.nze medal of tl).e RQYa'! 080-. Tim, were Christia'ils. .Carl had not ta'ken Jes~s. as his 
ciety for the Prevention of. Cruelty to Animals: so the Saviour. " " '" ' 
dog ,was the loser.-~The unsaved a,re the losers: .not the Suddenly he made up hi~ 'II).i,nd that wht!D lie gQt to the 
Saviour, who says,. "Thourgh Israel 'be'not' gathered, yet' picpic .grounds he would gQ off-by himself.'. .. 
shall J.'be,gIGrious in the eyes of the LOrd" (Isa. 49:5).' "They 'won't care. They'don't love me anYmore any-

. -From. The Reaper, Auckland".N.Z. 'way.'" '. .' . ' 
. "After 'breiildast Dil'd reached for" a 'mble on a shelf 

• , 'near~by. He read a chapter 'a'nd ,:tnen =turned: to the verse 
THE JO~ OF TlIE LORD . ~or the' week ,asking th,e children to recite it. June ,was 

What ,is ~eant 'by «the joy of .the Lord;'? .T,}ie lord of first, then Carol. Theii Dad turned to' Carl: C~rljust sat 
the parable, s~ia, ,toihis faithfulservan.ts,·"Enter thou there'. ,,' " , . 

.into the joy, of thy.lord." .-Can we oQtilin'suell joy 'as we ; "II kno.w it:Daddy/' said 'Tim, "Let me say'it." '.so"he· 
Ibuy something froni a, stor~? Is it an or~ament to. 'be ':repeated, "But as many as :received him, to th,em' gav.e he 
worn, or Ii ·dainty confection to ,he eaten? Is it a some:' .pOwer to :oecome the sons~<>f :God; ~ven to· them 'that be~ , 
thing .which grows' up over nighot which may ;be gathered lieve' Qn bios naniE(' J 9hn.l ; 1~. J ' . • .,.,. • 

li-ke mush~oo·ms.in the 'lDorning7 O,rJs i~ not, rather:an . ," '¥.~t'her 1~d i~ 'pjaye: . ,~ow ea~_nes~IY she ?~!lied .. f~r' 
e~P.erience than 'a "PQssession, an attribute of'personality', each one,es'pecI-ally, f~:r ead, askm~ that he mlght)om. 
rather than a prize of achievement? IUs a piant of nia- God'~ fa'niily !befQre the 'c!ose C?f th~t pay.,: .' . '. " 
tlire growth;-- i1Jhougn ,ft may inature' quickly. It .grows· ' :ISooIi .th~r <-w.~r~ on '~l1eir -;-yjay, and ~hat a. :joll~ time, 
out Qf what a man i.s arid does rather than out of what he ' everyon~ 'was havmg. That IS, everyone but Carl. ' W4en 

, has.' 'The poor"ml!ly!be ioyful and tpe rich ~may 'be j'oyless. they' arrived at t~e grounds 'ne went off !Or,himself. 
Spiritual joy is a quality"of character and is,the fruit .l{e ,got an,ol~ tm can a~d~ught f.rogs. ~e·u,sed. to love. ' . 
of the Spirit. ,The elements of. true joy may::!be identified' to do tliat 'but today -he did?'t',eiJ.j~y it at 'all .. Then he" , 
,by'the study of' Him '-Who said" "Tibese things have I' w~nt w~ding 'but t~f1,t was n~ fun e~ther. He CQuld hear 
spoken 'unto you, that my joy' reniain ·'in you, imd that the others .laughing 'a1)p' having a· wond~r~ul time~ so 'he 
your joy may be"ful);" . moye~ farJh~r away. Spon he lay dow~ ~nder a tree 'and 

,Our Lord found. His joy in o'bedience to the' Father's 'went to slee~. .' . ,'. 

~ " ." .. 

, 
, 

t, 

. , , 

will.' Nor shaU we ever enter into His JOY while we dis- , ' Aft!!r what seemed hours, Carl awokeanli went back to 
"bey l,Iis commandments. :Every 'precept of . Scripture where lie ~ad teft his' fatp.ily. But ~ias, ·they·wjilre gone!' 
has in it 'the ,fulness of the' fountain' of 'joy- for evuyone _' With: a 'startled 'ci"Y- he rl:\n down·tlj:e fo'ad, 'ran until he, ' 
'~ho will OIbey. it. Thus 'olbe'dience i'n '-baptism ·has proyed rea:ched hi-s,~wn gate . .lIe w~s Just 'a'bop.,t to'l>US~, i:t'open ' 
tp 'many the :beginning of a,-new ·spiritu.al e~perienc~ 'b~- ," a~-d ,rush in when,a matt s~~pped: hini. ," .' " " .,' ,-. 
cause it invo.lved an attunement of the 'will to God.' "Wlhere ·are ,you' going?'~ ,he asked,. '/Why thi.s is .my' 

A'gain our Lord~ found His chief 'delight. in givin:g . hoos.e," said ICarl.· .- '" .' 
rather than -in receiving. It ,is the ii'beraf soul tliat is '''Oh ~o," s~id the man,' '~¥ou dQn't, 'Q~ong to God's 
made fat. Joy is found in serving rather thall ih being· 'family, you cannot-come in.", , 
servea .. More true spir~tu!1.I joy may !be fQund, in giving '; Broke~pearted he r~shed;to ,his !best friend's :house .. , 
money to the Lord than in making it ,for and spending it· He ,knew he could st~y there. ,HEi "knocked- IQudly on ,the 
upon ourselves, IThe joyful so.ul is always generQus. door and soon' oCh'uclc's mother opened ft.· When.sibe saw' 
Some or the u>rd's ,plants do not grQW because they, are .~Ca-rl 's'p,e ,said, ','I wQ~Id-'Hke to let YO,Ii ,in !but it is '~ 
choked by their own selfish interests. To spenp. their in- late, only 'God's children can: come m no\v. 'This is "God's' 
terest u'pon others would give their' souls breathing space. ' family." , , 

..... 
.. 
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With tears. streaming down his face he ran to church. 
"No one can ·keep me put of there," he cried. 

'He pushed ,t~e door open and stopped. What a sigiht 
met his eyes. 'The seats were ·gone, windows knocked 
out, everything wa's topsy-turvy. The last 'blow came 
when Carl looked up to see the ,picture of Ch,rist with 
outstretched arms. It was gone I , 

Carl sank ,to the floor ·and sobbed. . "I'm too late," he 
\ cried. "Too late." "Why d'i.4n't I join God's family." . 

'!No, Garl, you're not too -late," said a voice very close 
to him. "Wake up, we are here, Ibut we have :been looking 
allover for you." . .,. 

Al'tihollgh EUsJha was 'humible in his own' e~·tiniation, Ben­
hadad taci'tlyaclmoW'led'ged !his 'greatness iby sending algai'nst 
him horses, cl):ariots and a mighty host. The gre'at prophet, to 
human ey~, was entirely surrounded 'by ofilie' forces of the 
foe.. . . 

"Then I can still join 'God's fimi'ly I" he cried.' 
"W.hy Carl, 'what ·are you .saying l' Do you .really mean. 

Gelhazi, ,the servant of El[sna (2 Kings 5:27), 'had evi­
dently 'been repl-aced 'by a new 'servant, who had not witnessed 
the power of God and who feared the hosts of Syria. A whole­
some fear of our Arch-'Enemy is "not out 'of pl'aee; for we 
mus't remember that !he 'has tremendous power ('Ma:tt. 10:28;' . 
John 14:30; 'Heb. 2:14; Ep'h. '2:2), and· it wilI nat 'do for us 
to 'be over-con;fide:g.t. But, he is a defeated foe;' 'S'atan is 
mi1gihty,. but Christ is a:1mioghty (Eph. 1:19-22, 1 John 4:4) .. 
W'e are commalided to ,be strong, 'and not to give way to ·the 
spirit 01£ defeatism (I-S'a. 41:10, 13; 'HlIIgg. 2:4, 5), or to 'allow 
ourselIVes 'tQ ibe .ove~c·ome. 'by .the oppression· ,of ~Sata.I1- (Acts 
1.0 :38). We are' to resist 'him, :tius'ting in the Lord, Whose arm 
is strong to defend us (1 Pet. 5:7-9)~ that 1" . . 

"Oh yes, mother; 1 thought it was too late. I want to 
join right now." 
. And 'so he did. Right there' under .the tree he gave his 

heart to Jesus and joined -God's· family. ,. 
. . . .-The Moody Church News. 

---_._-
Bible. S'chool' Lesso .. Outline· 
Vol. 19 First Quarter Lesson 6 February ~, 1955 

OLIVE L. CLARK. Ph.D: (Tor.) 

. THE HOSTS OF THE LORD 
Lesson Text: 2 KiDigs 6:8-18. 
Golden Text: "Fear not: for othey tihilt be With us are more 

than they that are with them."-2 Kmgs 6:16. . 

i. Secret Wisdom: verses 8-12. . 
The ,SyrirulS did not 'l'ong remem'ber the kindness of Elisha. 

to Naaman, 'the Qaptain of the host (2 Kings 5). At ,that time 
they came to Israel· as fmends, ibut 'they soon returned as 
foes. 'Gratitude ds a rare vh-tue, 'and' ingra:titude a common sin. .. . 
. Jehoram, king .of Israel,'wHo reiJgp.ed from 8Gl-842 B.C.,' 

. found lliimself at :war with Benhadad, king of Syria. 'Syria in 
the north 'and Egypt in the sou'th were paw-emul rival· king~ . 
doms; wdth Palestine ·as a buffer state, 'the bone. fY!. contention 
between ofiliem. Each of these ·two 'lci.ngdoms 'WiS'hed to 
strengthen i1;Js poS'ition !by' 'ga:ining (palestine 'as a possession 
or as an ally, thlIIt it might .provide 'passageway, txoops and 
supplies. The 'two ,kingdoms' of 'Jud1a;h and Israe'l" n.oaa Ibo be 
constantly 'on guard against the bribery or :threats of 'both 
Syria and Egypt. . ' 

In hois .worldlY·lWisdom Benhad'ad thought ofiliat he could eas­
ily conquer Israel by sending bands of ,troops to ambush the 
king. But .hIs se-hemes were beiDig frustrated, S'ince tihe 
Israeloites, being forewarned· on ed occasion, sent troops 'out 
to protect' the' threatened position,- whiIe tihe main army' 
avoided that section. . . 
, Benhadad ·also erred 'in-judigment; he was balked, ndt 'by the 
the treachery of his own forces, a,s he supposed, !but iJJy the 
cleverness of hois roes. God 'had ·:revealed the secret counlte'ls 
of 'tihe kiing to His prophet (!)an. '2:47; :Amos.3:7). Thus, 
ElisJha was' more vaIuaJble to his king than a whole army; he 
was like the char-iots of Israel and the ihorsemeJ} Ibhereof; even 
as :&lijah had 'hee~'(2 Kings 2:12). Who ean estimate t'he 
contribution which 'godly men and women make to the wel­
fare of their country simply .tihrough their piety, ;their pray­
ers 'and their -spiritual perception (1 Tim. 2:1-3)? 

II •. Secret Power: verses 13-18. . . 
·Ben-hadad's hatred w~ !focllssed upgn 'Elisiflla.; he realized. 

4ihat he eould not defeat Israeli 'so long 'as Elisha was active. 
If Elisha was of more value'110 Israel 'than a Wihale army; 'he 
was' likewise of more danger to . t!he foe 'than a whole iarmy. 
'Dhe man IWho takes an active part in 'Ilhe wOJ"k of the Lord will 
soon f'ind himself ·tihe target for the sh!aftsoof S'8Itan (d\:I·att. 

'3:17; 4:1; 10:24, 25; 16:15-23), whereas the Adversary does 
not trouble the multitudes who do not oppose him. 

EJiOS'ha was 'Confident in the midst of danger ('.Acts 27 :22-
25),' since his eyes lWere not upon the enemy, '!but upon the 
Lord Who had surrounded ~im with !horses, chariots and a 
mighty 'host ·to match the forees of the king of Syria. He 
prayed that the Lord wOlild open the younlg man's eyes, 1Jh:at 
he too mJ'g.ht halVe faith to see the great host of aII!~lic help­
ers w.ho were on thei.r side (J os'li.; 5 :1"3-15; 2 'Ohron. 32:7; 
Fsa. 34:7;55:18; R.om. ·8:31). The cbariots of fire lWere sym­
bo'lic of the Div~ne'and IhO').y presence (Exod. 3:2; 13:21, 22; 
2 Kings 2:11; Isa. 6'6:'15; Rev. 15:2), and the ihol'ses were 
symbolic of the 'DWine ·protectlion (Psa. 33:16-22; 147:10). 
'We need to :have such a vdsion 'as, w.as 19iven ,to ·the young 
sel'V'ant of Elislh'a (ProV. 29:18; Ha'b. 2:3). 

in answer to beliey.ilJlg prayer on the part 'of Elisha, God 
smote the Syrians· . with partial ,blindness, so tihat they did 
not recognize 'the.p:r;ophet, as ,he' led othem to Samaria (Gen. 
19:11). The prophet's statement ,concerning !himself and the 
city was purposely ambi'guous, ;but Jtrue.inthe·sense that his 
'real res~dence was in 'Samaria'. In our warfare against 'Satan 
it is 'D.ecessary fo:r u~ to be '8.'s 'W'ise 'as serpents and 'as harm.-
less·as doves (IM·ailt. 10:16).' - . . 

'f.hEl,Lord ,had opened the eyes of the 'young man to see that 
he was s·a£e because 'Of :wte Divine presen'Ce and power, 'but 
He opened ·the eyes of the 'SY11an aoldier's to see that they 
were captives'booause of 'the Di'V'ine holiness ·and .wrath' (com- . 
pare verses 17, 20)': God revealls, HImself in mercy ·as a 
Sav'iour from sin ~('Rom. 1;16, 17), 'but those. who refuse His 
overtures of mercy 1Wi'll find 'to ·their 'sorrow tha't He will dea~ 
wi:ththem in .justice ,as tiheir Judge (Isa. 45:22-24;. Rom . 
1:18; 2 ToMss. 2:8-12) • 

. Daily Bible' Readings 
Jan. 31~God's Heavenly 'Host ........ ~ ................ : ..................... Luke 2:8-20 
Feb. l~od's HOIS~ of Ba,ttle ............................... : .......... : ........ Isa .. 13:1-11 
Feb. 2-God's' 'Host and their Oaptain ....... ." .... : ........... JoS'h. 5:13-15 
FeQ. 3-God's !Host of Might .. , ...... : ........... : ................. 1 phron, 12:8-22 

. Feb. 4-;God's 'Host of Prai'se .............................. : .... , ..................... Psa. 148 
Feb. 5-God's ,Eartbly 1H0st ............... : ............................................. Psa. 103 
Feb. 6-God's Host Marching On ................................. E,xod. 12:41-51-

Suggested Hymns 
Encamped along the fields of liigM. 
Onward, Ohristian soldiers. . 
Stand up! 'stand up for Jesus! 
Ho, my comrades! see the signal. 
A,m I a soldier of the cross ? 

. "Tis the 'gI"andest theme. 

TOUCHING GR.ATITUDE 
There is a .very touching little story told of a ·poor 

woman with two children, ·who had not a bed for~theIl). .to 
lie upon and scarcely any clothes to cover them. .. In the 
depth of winter they were nearly frozen, and the mother 
took the door.of a ·cellaI:.off the h;inges and, set .it up be­
fore the corner where they crouched down to ·sleep, that' 
some of the draft and· cold; might !be ·kept from them. One 

. of the children whispered to her,"-when she cOmplained of 
how Iba'd.ly off ,they were: ~'Mothel', what d<> those dear 
little child'ren do who 'have nO'cellar door to ·put up i.n 
froijif; of them 1" Even there, you see, the little heart 
found cause for thankfulness. -lSPuRGEON 
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MAKE IT 'A' CRUSADE! 

Our announced subscription' goal for the 'year 1955 is '2.000' new subscribers. It gives us pleasure to 
see the manner in which our readers' have responded to this challenge: the response is so encoura.ging that 
~e are nearly tempted to raise the goal, although one month of the new year has not passed. We urge 
you to continue to do your part as a member of ·the great "Gospel Witness'; family. Encourage your friends 
to subscribe to "Canada's Leading Gospel 'Periodical" so that early in the year we' may "go over the top" 

. and establish a new objective for the year. -

WHAT HAVE WE DONE? 
For our part we have not' simply lea'ned back to await news ,of our readers' eHorts. Advertisements 

have been placed in' a number of Canadian and. American papers during .the past few weeks. These have 
told of a special offer to all new readers of ':The Gospel Witness". Nee~less to say, these advertisements 

. have cost hundr!!ds of ·dollars. We praise God that the returns have been very encouraging. If some read­
ers s·hould feel constrained to assist us in financing this important work of advertising, we thould be pleased 
to hear from you. During this calendar year we could profitably use several thousand dollars in newspaper 
advertising an~ in mailing sample copies of "-The Go~pel Witness" to prospective readers.' We assure you 
that this money would not be wasted but would be used to the glory of God in an important, though sadly 
neglected, phase of the Lord's work. . 

FOUR REASONS WHY THE MESSAGE MUST BE SPREAD. 

We feel that the message of "The Gospel Witness" is 'needed 'more than ever today in ever:y home of 
our I~nd and indeed of 'this continent. Several serious considerations prompt us to make this bold statement. 

.-

(I) The need for· the printed, gospel mes,age to penetrate the homes of the country. Souls have been 
saved through reading the paper, souls .are· being saved and shall be saved through reading its 
.pages'- The world has a thousand a.nd one publications to clamor for the attention of those in the 
home,: Every home needs this one 'strong voicefort~e, gospel. 

(2) The need to warn people ,(Christian and non-Christia!") of the growing spectre of Romanism. In so 
doing, we propose to don no velvet 'gloves when speakh'~ oHhis enemy of the Gospel or in expC?sing 
h'er deeds against civil and religious liberty. . , 

(3) The need to point out the en'croaching menace of false teaching in Protestant churches and sem­
inaries, which teaching denies the authority of the Bible, the, saving power of the Lord Jesus Chriit, 
and the sl,lpernatural in general. While some Protestant publications are bold in denouncing Ro!,"e, 
we n~te that they are very,silent about fal~e teaching among Protestants. Of this we shall not be 
guilty. 

(4) Th~ need for 'SOLlD, evangelical teachi!lg. '''The; Gospel Witness" shall seek, nof only ·to present 
the first principles of the Gospel, but shall also endeavour to serve' the rich variety of the whole 
Word of God. The sermons and 'Bible lectures, which appear in no other publications, meet this 
M~ '. 

We could outline other needs w~ich make the spread of- the message imperative but these should suffice. 

MAKE THIS A CRUSADEI 

, . Let a,1 "The Gosp.el Witness" family regard this 'as a 'cr~sade for Christ. We shall not be content if 
there is one home that does not receive the paper. So many of our reade~s write to tell how much they 
enjoy ,the paper and what a blessing it is to their souls. Good things should be shared I Go out today in 
this crusade. obtain subscriptions, write and tell of .your conquesfs and we shall rejoice with you. 

-LK.T. 


