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Roman .Bishop Broadcasts 'on Free Time 
CBC GIVES CHOICE TV HOUR 

At a choice -time on Saturday nfght the television 
audience of the Canadian Broadcastling Cor.poration can 
view the program of Bishop Fult6n J. Sheen. Bishop IS'heen 
is a ·prominent radio. and television s'peaker of the Roman 
Ca'bhoHc Church; in addit'ion he is the, author of numer
ous bookl'i and pamphlets', Hence be t~kes a conspicuous 
part in the overaH propaganda -program carried" on ,by' 
the Church of Rome, ' 

. Weare 'told .that the Bishop is a~ a'ble speaker and 
. that his rating is very -hj!gh in the United States. Even 
some of the Hollywood~sponsored extravaganzas rank be
hind 'him "in ·popularity. One is not surprised then to o'b
~erve 'that the Roman Church was 'Very anxious to 'have 
his program on Canada's relatively new television net~ 

work. In the United S.ta'tes· the ·progr~m is sponsored by 
a commercial advertiser hut tha.t is impossible in ·Canada. 
T~e C.B.C. has ruled that no ;eHgious ·program can be 
d-ponsored· :by ·a commercial org·anization;. indeea no reli
gious television time can tbe purchased from the 'C:B.C. 
Therefore it ap{)eared that 'Bis-hop Sheen's program was 
not to be televised in ,Canada. 

How then wa-s the obs'tacle overcome? Very simply. 
Bishop Sheen was given /1'ee time on the publicly-owned 
Canadian Broadcasting C01'po1'ation! Further, he was 
given ·a choice time on Saturday evening, Who ,is ,to pay 
for this broadcast? The Roman Church? (No, you are 
going to pay to have this propagandist dispense his sugar
coated pi~18 of Romanism to a large audience. 

We ·have heard :some declare that Bishop Sheen did not 
present the ·peculiar tenets of Rome 'but rather presented 
a gospel that was acceptable to all and· was devoid of any 
of 'the peculiar.iUes usually associated with th!J ~oman 

Catholic Church. Since the man i's a Bishop of 1ihe RQman 
Church, it is abvious that -he is the 'servant of the ,Church 
and his 'grea't ·aim is to win people to the -Ghu-rch. In so 
doing, ·he apparently 'has managed, .to display an· air of 
sweetness' and; light so that some unwary souls see no 
teeth in his message. ,Rest assured, however, that 'he i's 
the servant of Rome and has simply 'adopted a softap
proach in order ·-to ,persuade Protestants that R~me is 
not so had a's s·he 'has 'been- depicted. In this issue of 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS (.see page 6, "Truth Is Stranger 
Than Fiction") we 'have quoted par'ts of radio sermons 
by Bishop ·Sheen which show that he presents the same 
shocking 'anti-Christian, unscr.iptural message 'a's does the· 
Church of Rome as'a whole. 

Not for one moment do we ·advo·ca.te that he ·Should. he 
denied freedom of expression; on uhe con'trary, it is his 
priviIe-ge- to s'pread- his mes'sa'ge thy print, rad,io 'or' tele
vision if he or the Roman Church Po..Y6 the bill. But why 
s'hould the tax·payers of ·Canada be asked to pay for the 
broadcast over aputbIicly-owned network? 

Often we hear the 'boast 'that the ,C:B.'C: ,is owned 'by 
a'll the people of -Ganad·a. If this is so, then why do all 
the people have to have areJ.i'giou8 ·dietserved· up on the 
one 'hand by spineless, tbankrupt moderni'sts and on the 
other ··hand 'by the Roman Ohureh. The whole principle 
of giving free time on a -public network t~any ·group is 
a wrong one -and 'Sh~uld' not ,be tolerated any longer. If 
these groups will pay their b.roadcasting hill, then no one 
could reasonalbly obJect to·-thei·r lbeing giv~n time. Me~n
while, here is one taxpayer who 'protests ;being ,placed in 
the ·position of 'helping to finan'ce the broadc~sts of a 
Roman Catholic ibis·hop.!-JL.K.T. 
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CHRIST~ INDUSTRY 
"My Father' worketh hitherto, and I work." 

. -John 5:17 

The. spirit of Christ :was the spirit of work. There was 
, not 'a lazy moment in all His life. Whether .he was talk

in:g to the fishermen on the /beach, or preaching to the 
sailors on the ~e'Ck, or a:ddr~ssing the :ru-!!tics amid the 

,mountains, or spending the summer evenings in the vil
lage, He was always Ibusy. Hewing in ,the· carpenter's 
shop. Helping the lame man to walk without any crutch. 
Cu·ring thechi'ld's fits. Providing rations for a hungry 
host. Always 'busy, He was. The hardw men that pulled 
out the net fr·om 'Gennesaret, ,[.ul1 of floundering trea
!3ures; the shepherds who hunted up the grassy plots for 
their flocks to nilbble "at; 'theshipwright thumping away 
in the dock-yards; the winemakers of' En-gedti . dipping 
up the juice from the vat and pouring it into the goat
skins-none were half so busy as .He whose-·hands· and 
head 'and 'heart were 'all full of ' the world!s work. F,rom 
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. the liay on :which He' step'ped .out from the caravansery 
, of Bethle~em to the day when he set His cross in the 

socket on the 'bloody mourit, it was work, work, :work, 
all the way. It is not so with us, not ,so with you, not so 
with' me. We want the bu·rden to 'be Ught'if we are ·~o. 
car,ry it, the church 'pew soft if we are to sit in it, the 
work easy if we are to .p~rform it, the 'sphere :brilliant 
if \ve are to move ,in it, the reJi.gious service short if we 
are to survive it. ·On the way to heaven, 'rock us, fan us, with error? People are hungering for the' Bread of Life: 
sing us to S1leep, dangle us on the tips of your fingers, . there is a famine of hearing t'he 'Word of the Lord. We 
,hand us up out of this idusty world towards heaven.on are persuaded that 'if Baptists will SJtand on the old 'pr.in
kid gloves and under a' silken sunshade! 'Let the marty:rs' ciples and feadessly ,pro'Ciaim the gospel' ~f, salvation 
who waded the flood, and 'breasted the fire get out of the through the blood, and· regenerati.on ,by the Holy.Spirit, 
way. while thi,s colony of tender footed, Ch#stians come and on the 'authority of a divinely inS'Pired Bi'ble, we may 
up to get their crown! 'Oh, for more of that spirit .which ea.siIy ·bec;ome ·God's '..instruments to lighten the, 'present 
starts a man -heavenward,. determined to get there him- dartkness, and to restore the reli'giou-s world to some sort 
self ·and take everybody else wIth him! Busy in 'the ·pri- of moral sanity. 
vate' circle, . !busy in the Sa'b1bath-school, ibusy in the Wherever, whether in .ontario or in t1le West, the union 
Church, 'busy every.whe·re for 'God and Christ an~ Heaven. of these denominations is'consummated, the need of Bap
o Christian soul, what has Jesus done a:gainS't thee that tist testimony will acquire a new urgency. We venture 
thou canst afford to despise the awards of the faithful? to suggest that Baptists everywhere should face the pres
At this moment, ·when all the 'armies of ·earth and 'heaven ent crisis-with a new consecration of aU our ·powers to 

. and ~el~ are plung,ing, into the conflict, h.ow can you : the service of Christ; and that we should proclaim with 
desert the standard. -T. DEWITT TALMAGE a new 'courage and w,ith greater emphasis, the g.reat prin

ciples for which our -Baptist fathers contended, and for 

. -»> Fro ni ·Our Files «<-
Due to lack of space, "From Our Files" was p.ot printed 

tn last week's issue of THE GOSPEL WITNESS. So many of 
our readers look for ihe little column that we print last 
w.eek's here below :~ . 

Thirty years ago, THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS, January 15, 
1925 - This issue of 'THE GOSPEL WITNESS contains a 
penetrating article on 'one of the great questions of 1925 
-or,ganic union of the. Method.Ist, Presbyterian and .Con-

. gregationaI churches·. Tn concludi'ng the artjcle, the. Edi
tor wrote-"On every .ground, tI:terefore, ·it would appear 
that we have come to a day' when Baptist ,testimony will 
be more than ever needed. We question whether Bap
tists ever had. such an opportunity as that which ,con
fronts them today. What answer will Baptists make to 
the demand, of the 'present situation?' Are we to tone 
down the principles which :have been vindicat'ed in a 
thousand !battles for the truth? Are we to compromise 

which' some of them bled and· died." 

~ilcerni~g the services of !that week THE GOSPEL 
WITl'fESS simply says-"'At the two services, a'bout thirty 
came forward in response to the invitation." 

Thirty Yea.rs Ago, THE GOSPEL WITNESS, January 22, 
1925 -' Great days had come upon the church which had 
passed through the f·ires of ,affliction •. 'Thel'eport of ,the 
Sund'ay services -:was a short, 'crisp communique - "The 
attendance at Bi'ble SChool last 'Sunday morning was nine 
hundred ·and twenty-seven, including three hundred' and 
seventeen in the ~'astor's cla~s .. At. the morni~'g ser.
vice, there was a gr~at congregation which almost filled 
the entire ehurch. 'Several responded'to the invitation. 
In the evening the church was packed to the utmost ca-

'pacity, with many standing. Thirteen responded -to th~ 
invitation, among them, one complete family - father 

·and mother and daughter. Fifteen were !baptized 'on ' 
Sun'day and ·five on· Tuesday evening .. A large num:ber 
will !be ba·ptized :Sunday evening, Februa·ry 1st." , 

~L.K.T. 
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Adopte~l Children, Made' Heirs 
A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. ~"'T, Shields 

'.. ~ . ~ . 
, Preadhed"in J ahris :Street Baptist Ohurch, Toronto, S!lnday Mornin:g, February 4th, 193'4. 

(Stenographica:lly ~eported) 

\ . 

(2~05) 3 

(-Th'is ~ernion is taken from our fHea of h1thelto un~ sermons, and' fa printed verbatim as delivered. Dr. ShielclS 
: " has had no oppolltunity either to see ~r reviae it since its, delivery).", ~ 

"But' when '1Jhe fuiness' of tihe time w.as 'Come, God., sent' fortlJ. iQis. -Son, D'J'ade ofl a 
woman,. made under the law,.' , 

" "To redeem them that were under the Iaw, tihat we might receive the adoption of 
sons . 

. "And ·because ye are sons,.God hath I!ent :forth the 'Spirit o.f lhisl ~n into your h'earts, 
crymg, Abba; Father. , , 

"W\b.erefore tihou art no, mo:r:e a servant, but a son; and if a $on, then an 'heir. of 
: God through Oh~st."~al. 4:4~~. '.'. :> _' . 

-:7 

TJIE word o'f ~d plaiiIly t-eaches that thOl~e who be- We 'are not naturally the 'cli:ildren .of 'God, but the 
lieve become' m-emlbers of 'the ,divin.e family; ,'they chHdren ot the, evil one: "But as many 'as receive him, 

become children of God. ISalva:tion consists not in be- to 'them gave 'he power to 'become the Sons of. God; eyen 
coming a' churC'~' m~mlber,' thou'gh that :has its' place ;'lbut . t<> .th-em that tbelieve on "his name: which were ~rn, not 
in becoming, in' a very real 'sense, a chHd of God.' Th-is· of tDlood, lior of the wilf of the 'flesh, nor of the' will of 
morning I sh'al\. try to tell you how we 'become the chil-,- man, 'but of 'God." We 'becom~ the 'children of God, as 
d'ren of·God. we ·are ,born again, !by His -Spi,rit. 

The' 'text says that ·we 'are'redeemed, that we' mi'ght 1'1. 
receive the ad~tion of sons ; and :because we are SODS BUT THE TEXT TELLS US THAT wE .ARE REDEEMED'IN OR-
·God puts His Spirit'in our hearts, 'that henceforth we' DER THAT WE MIGHT B;E' ADOPTED:, "To red~em -them that 
are' no mor¢"servants, but sons, and Ibeing 'sons 'Ye he- 'Were under the law, that we mi·ght receive the' adoption 

. come heirs of 'God ~tbrough Christ. How, then, a·re we .' of sons." 'Moses wa'S adopted -by' Pharaoh's d'aughter. He 
first of all to' ()Ibtain 'the standing of sons? How 'are we, was not her son. after the flesh; hJ.lt 'she .adopted him, 
who are sinners, to. ·appear before 'God, 'not as strangers, and, gave him the s·tatus of a sOn. There i,s a s-en~e. il,l 
not as ·aiiens,-tbut as His s'Ons? That is the standing we which 'he was under the law, for :all the male children of 
are 'given 'by divine . grace . ..,... not El-ven servants, but the Hebrews were under 'Pharaoh;s d-ecree:' they were to 
child'ren of ·God.· be slain. It was at this time Mos-es was born, and his little 

. 1.. life was in danger 'of being snuffed out. B'ut 'Pharaoh's 
tLET IT B.E REMEMBERED, FIR&T OF ALL, THAT WE ARE NOT· dau'ghter saw him In the' ark' of bulrushes. 'and ·adopted· 

THE CHILDREN OF GOD BY NATURE. Very frequently you him as 'h-er own, interposed between him ·and .. the law, 
read articlesdn -w;hich God 'is spoken of ·as a: universal 'and saved him from death. 'That Js not an exa-ct ilIustra
Father, and we hear 'a great deal .wbout the universal tion for Moses; daughter paid, no price. of redem'ption.· 
hrotherhQod,' o.f man, and the universal F'aiherhood. of . But this text sa'ys that "God ~n-t forth i),is Son; mad~ 'of 
God. 1 must say that for myself I 'have not seen much a woman, made under the law, to redeem th-em that were 
ev:,i~ence of tbrotherhood ~mong men;. and the scripture under the law". - . . 
does not teach -that ·all men are, tby nature; the children . Many people have come to me as'king me to. sign. certain 
of God. "'God i'B ·a ·Spiri't"; "that"which is horn of th.e "forms when they desired' to apply to some clH'ldren;s so
fl-esh is flesh; and' that which is horn of' the Spirit i~ :ciety for the adoption of ·one. of the chiMren, certi'fying 
spirit"." We read this mornin'g; "They that are 'in the as ,to their character: .. Buot I 'thlrr~ wh-en ~ple set ou-t 
flesh cannot .please God." .Notall the seed of ·Albra:ham to ·adopt a little 'boy or a J.ittle-,gii-I, if they 'could he su.re 
are called children; Not they ,that are of th-e ·f.lesh are of it they wouldi like to adopt one with pure Iblood, a 
children,' :but the children of the .promise, ·the scripture child- who came 'of a good family, if poss-itble: I have 'sel
says, are counted ,for the 'seed. iSy nature we are some- d"Om heard of anyon-e"s going to a reformatory, or to a 

. thing other than the 'children' of ~di; no matter how penitentiary, and saying, "I want the 'worst boy in the 
good you may be outwatd'ly in appearance, 'We have not" institution, and I wiH pay',whatever'price may ibeneces
'by natqre. the privilege of sonship. .OUI" Lord said ,to sary ·in order to redeem hi.m ,from this institutipn,· and , 
certain people, "Ye 'are of your father the devil", and take him into my family as ~y ·son." . , 
"th()se very ·people said, "We he,Abraham'·s seed, to wh0tD·. You can,nev-erfind an exact iHustration qf the ·ways of -
.the promi.ses were made." I wish soine ()f our ·friend-s God for tbe 'Slf~'pleand' 'sufficient ·reasbn that God is God, 
coul;d rememb-er. tha't to the v-ery men who were, after, and if1here ·,i's nObody like Hjm. Nothing that'men ever 
the flesh the children of Abraham, ·ou.r Lord 'said, "Ye "did fully illustrates the ways of God; ·for "as,th-e heavens 
are of your father the devil, and' the'lu&ts of your father are hi'gher ·than the earth, so 'are my ways hi'g·her than 
ye will do.'~ ". ~ou·r. ways, and ~y' thoughts ,than your thotl'gh-ts." But· 

. " 

" 
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that is what 'Our Lord did: He came to bear the ,penalty 
W'hieh they had ,incurred who were und~r the la~,not 
merely that He mi,ght open the pr~son door and 's'~t them 
free, 'but that He mi'ght take them into Hi,s own family, 
and adopt them as Hi-s children. And this the Lord 'has 
done. I We 'are adopted into the d,ivine family, 'and 'by 
adoption we are 'given the standing of sons. 

,But we are not adopted: as was Moses. When Pharaoh's 
daughter saw Moses, 'she observed that he was .fair. It 
is said that Mordecai brought up H:adassah, or Esther; 
that 'he adopted her as his own child, because she was 
both fair and Ibeautiful. But that is not why we were 
adopted, because we were neither ,fai,r nor beautiful. 
'But we, compared with div,ine 'standards, 'were ugly iIi 
the extreme. I have seen some rather nice'looking 'boys 
and 'girls who were- nice l'Ooking sometimes. I do not 
know why 'it should have been done, 'hut one of o'Ur pap

'ers recently had a sort of competition offerin'g 'twenty-
five doll-ars, or something Hke that, to the ugliest man. 
Faces were made very very ugly. 'Most of them were 
ugly enough without accentuating it. But I wonder W'hat ' 
some of you would look like, what any of us would- look 
like if it were possi'ble t;p take a photograph 'of our tem
pers. 'I 'have seen a pretty little 'g,irl' who had ,a ,temper like 
a little imp, have not you? 'I 'have seen a beautiful face 
made posi,tively ugly ,by an evil tetnper, a boy who was out
wardly attractive, when,he was angry and, out of sorts, 
and did not Hke 'his dinner, or something of the sort, how 
ugly he cou,ld ;become even in appearance; !but uglier far 
was ;hi's spirit. 

Now God does not loo'k on the outward appearance at 
all: He looks on the heart, and He sees us for what, we 
are. 'II rememiber a man who used to be 'On the ISher
!bourne car some years ago. He was a comparatively 
young man at that time, and he was always whistling, 
collecting fares and whi~tling as he did so. A'nd I noticed 
that his mouth had !been so - what shaH I call it? ,What 
w~uld y'Ou ,call it? - ,puckered up to whistle ,that when 
he ceased whIstling to speak, his mouth seemed like 'an 
old nian's. I don't 'know what he would be'Iike when he 
got to be sixty or sevep.ty. 

'There are some people who make 'seams ,in their faces, 
always f.rowning. I 'have seen a dyspeptic advertise his 

, dlY&pepsia, just looking out of S'Orts, as though he had 
had vinegar instead 'Of tea or coffee 'for breakfast, and 
he had not lost the ta'ste of it. We all do much to write 
our dispositions on our 'countenances, and advertise to 
people the 'sort of 'poople we are in spirit. ,But remem
ber the God Who chose us for Himself, 'and adoPted us, 
saw us; not as we are on our !best ,behaviour when some
body comes, and we borrow. a smile f.rom ,somewhere -
few of us ,have 'bhe smile that won't come off. Brother 
Tye has one, and one or two 'others here; but most ,people 
cease smiling sometimes, ,and frown instead. But the 
Lord sees 'Us in aU our native ugl'iness, and- yet has 
adopted us. Is not that a marvellous thing? adopted us 
into His family, ahd'givenu's a place as His sons. 

III. 
AND IT IS NOT ENOUGH THAT WE SHOULD BE ADOPTED 

AS SONS: WE MUST HAVE'THE NATURE OF SONS, and so the 
text says that He redeemed us in order that He might 
adont us, and having adopted us, He put ,'His Spirit in 
our hearts, teaching, us to 's'ay, "Abba, F,aJther.". " 

It Is rather a ,ris'kybhing adopting a child, is it not? 
Blood will sometimes show its'elf. T'he child may 'be quite 

attractive in infancy, hut oh; how bitterly dis-appointed 
foster parents have 'been when the 'child,ren have grown 
up, and the nature 'which they could not see, has ,begun 
to manifest itself. When P'haraoh's daughter looked 
upon Moses she 'said, "This is one of the Hebrew"s ehil
dren. I shall adopt. him. I shall take 'him home:" And 
she did; but ,she could not make an Egyptian of him, for 
when Moses was come to years the nature that was, in 
hjm asserted itself, and ,he "refused to ,be 'c41led the son 
of P}laraoh's daughter". He ,s'aid', "I am an Hebrew, 
and I will go with my own people." . 

That is' the d~nger always, and if God had adopted us 
to 'be His chi1d~·en without ,giving us the nature of chil
dren, what should we become? Mr. Spurgeon once said, 
when he was a very youh,g man ,that if a pickpocket, with
out 'being regenerated .. having 'his nature changed, could, 
get to heaven, ,he would !pick thean'gels' pockets after he 
'got ,to heaven. That was rather a striking thing, wa's it 
not? a half-humorous saying. A very great 'b~othercame 
to 'him after and ,said,' "Mr . .spurgeon you were wrong 
this morning." "In what res'pect?" "Well," said- the great 
man, "the angels have no ,pockets." Mr . .spurgeon re
plied" "I d-id not, 'know that. 'I have not,been there. I' will 
change the figure, 'brother, andi s'ay that he would ,pluck 
the feathers out of the' angels' w,ing's." What he meant 
was that it' was no use ·for men to .go to heaven unless 
first of all they had heen given a 'heavenly nature. 

, ' 

The Lord not only adopts 'Us, !hut He ·puts His Spirit in 
our hearts, 'and -we are born '''not of ;blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the wiU of man, but of God": 
"Being ,born 8.Jgain, not of corruptible seed, but of in

, corrupti'ble, by the word of 'God, whieh liveth and a'bideth 
for ever." 

'When w~ are saved we are not only given the 's-tandiiIig 
of child,ren, Ibut we are given the nature of chi'ldren,and 
God puts His 'Spirit in our hearts so that by a divine 
ip:stinct we ,are alble to "call God our 'Father. I suppose 

'-little children are taU'ght 'to say '~father", and, "mother", 
and yet I suppose father and mother hardly know ,how 
they taught them. 'They hear ,father can mother~ Mother, 
and, mother 'call father, F'ather. And. by and hy they say 
it 'bec:ause it is 'almost instinctive. P.erhaps the first word 
a child utters is "Daddy" or "Mama", or whatever it 
may 'be. ' 

Now 'God has sent His Spirit into our hearts so that 
it ;becomes natural for us, because His nature -is in us" 
to call God our Father. And what a difference there is 
between the son and the--servant!· We 'are no longer ser
v'ants "'but sons in 'the Father's house, and we have the 
natures Of child,ren. 

'That 'being so, in due time we 'shall ,bear the image of 
our Father. It is' because His life is in us, not, because 
we lahour to a'pprpximate' some idea" not -because we 
laboriously endeavour to do this and the other thing: We 
ought to do that which i's right. ' But Ibecause God, -by His 
Spirit; has changed our natures, and given us His own 
nature, as that develops we shall be conformed to the 
ima,ge of His Son. 

I have seen many young men of whom I have said, as 
a father was ;going t'O introduce 'his son 'and say, "This 
is my ,son", "I know .who he is. He i's the 'image of you." 
When we get to heaven we shall not need, anyone ,to in
troduce us. The angels will know that we are children 
of .God because as we 'have !borne the image of the 
earthy, so 's'hall we bear the jmage of the heavenly 'by 

, 
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and .;by, and we s'hall1be like Him for" we shali see Him as 
He is. 

IV. 
Now THAT MEANS THAT HAVING THE NATURE OF CHIL

DREN, BEING HIS CHILDREN, WE SHARE ALL THE WEALTH 
. OF OUR FATHER. Being children, we are made heirs 
. through Christ, and we are remembered in His will. He 

ha's made Jesus Christ heir of all things, and we are joint 
heirs with Him, ·so that everything that Ibelongs to Him 
belongs to us. I am ,going to. own the earth some day" 
Toronto, and New York, and ·London, the .earth and the 

~ heavens too for th~t matter! They are all His, and_ He 
says, "All that is Mine is yours. I am goong to share it 
with you." 

"Joint-heirs with 'Chri'st"! It is a 'great thing to be 
a Ch~istian', ·a child of God, and an their of ·glory. Esther 
was adopte'd, and ;by ·and Iby -she married; s·he became the 
consort of the 'king, and she was iIi the king's palace, and 
sat· at. Ms table. But Mordecai sent ,her word one day, 
a solemn mes'sage, when he told her albout the~ntence 
of death that had 'been passed upon ·aU the· Jews. Haman· 
you know, was a kind of ancient Hitler, who pas~ed sen
tence.upoI;l aH the Jews. It is no new thing. And MordeCai. 
saHl, '"Thinl{ not· with thy;seJf that thou .gha1t eSlCape -in' 
the king's house, more than all the Jews." You are a chHd 
of w·rath 1i'ke all the rest of us, and they will know yo'u' 
are in the king's palace, and if that sentence falls, it 
wiil find: you even in the Icing's palace. Not so with us. 
Weare the chil~n of God, heirs of God, ,we 'have His 
life in us,-not" merely a legal adoption, <but we are made 
one with Him forever. 'Our Hfe is coterminu.g with His
No; it is not. That ,i·s a poor word;' it ha·s no te~ina
bion. He says, "Because I live, ye shall live also". So we 
are saved for time and for eternity, 'being adopted into 
the royal family. How does it come about? Just by re
ceiv,ing Jesus, just iby trusting Him, nothing less. 

Will you tru·st Him this morning? . 
"'I am so ,glad that our Father in Heaven." 

GOD NOT DEAD 
. ,At one time I was sore~y vexed and tried iby my own 

sinfu'lness, by the wickedness of the world, and by the 
dangers which beset the Church. One morning I 'saw my 
wife d·ressed in mourning. Surprised, I as!~e4 her who 
had died. She replied: "'Do you not know? 'God in Heaven 
is dead." I said to her: "How can you talk such non
sense, Katie? How can God die? He is immortal, and will 

\ , live through all eternity." '''Is that really true?" she ask
ed. "Of course," I said, stiH not 'perceiving what she was 
aiming at, "how can you doubt it? As surely as there is 
d' God in Heaven, so sure is it that He can ever die." 
"And' yet," she ·said, "though you do 'not doubt that, you 
are still so hopeles's and discouraiged." Then I observed 
what ·a wise woman my wife was, an'd mastered my sad-
ness. ---'MARTIN LUTHER 

SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET 
After a goo'd prayer meeting ·o.n ·Sa:turday night, the 

services of Sunday could only he a blessling. M.r. Cole 
preached in the morning when two responded to the in
vitation. In the evening Ii large congregation gathered 

, to hear Mr. Slade preaC'h on "A Plot That Failed,", -Once 
more :blessing wa·s felt. ' , . 

-L.K.T. 

I 

GO AND TELL JESUS 
"'And th~y went and, told ·Jesus."--'Matt. xiv. 12. 

I COMMENJD the, beha~iour,. of the disciples to an those 
. who' are abused and slandered and persecuted. When 

'Herod put John to death, the disciples kn~w tha,t their 
own heads 'Were not ·safe., And do you 'know that every 
John IDas a Herod? There are per·sons in life who do 
not wish you very welL Your misfortune!,! are honey
combs to them. Through their teeth they 'his,S at' you, 
misinterpret your motives, and would! Ibe ,glad to see you 
u.pset. No' 'man gets throu'gh ~if~ without having ,a pbm
melHng. Some slander comes after you, horn~ and tUSiked 
and hoofed, to gore and trample you; and what ~re 'you 
to do? I tell you plainly that all who .gerve Christ must 
suf.fer 'persecution. It is the worst sign in the world for. ' 
you to .be able to say: "I haven't an enemy in the world,." 
A woe is pronounced, in the IBilple against·t'Pe one of whom 
everybody speaks 'well. If you are at ,peace with all the 
world, and: eyerylbody likes you and approves your 'Work, 
it i.s becaus'e you ·are an idler in the Lord's vineyard, an'd 
are not doing your duty. AU those who' -have se:rved 
Chri~t, however eminent, have Ibeen maltreat~'d at some 
stage of their experience. You know it was 8.0 in the 
time of Geor.ge Whitf.ield, when he stood. and invited men 
into the kingdom of God. What diid the learned Doctor 
Johnson 'say of him? He pronounced p.·im 'a miserable 
mountEfuank. How was it when Robert Hall ·stoo'd. and 
spoke as no uninspired man ever md speak of the glories. 
of heaven? and as he stood Sabbath, af,ter Sa'blbath 
preaciling of. these themes his face 1cin'd~ed with the 
glory. John 'Foster, ··a Christian man; ,said of this man: 
"Robert Hall is only acti'ng, and the j!lmHe on his face is 
·a reflection of his own vanity." John Wesley turned a;ll
.England upside down ~ith 'Christi~n reform: and yet the 

. punsters were after him, anddhe m~anest jokes in ·,Eng
land were pel">petrated: a'oout John W~sley: What is true 
,of the pUlpit is'true of the pew; ,it is true of the street, 
it' i·s true of the shop a~'<l the store. All ~~o will live 
godly in Christ Jesus must suffer persecll,tion. And I 
set it down as the very worst 'sign in all YOu.r Christian 
eiperience, if you are, any of you, at- peace with all the 
.wo·rld. The relig,ion 9f Ohrist is' at war! It is 'a chai
ienge to "the world, the flesh" and the 'devil", and if you 
wiH buckle on the whole armour of IGod, you will find a 
g~eat 'host disputing your ;path between this' and :heaven. 
But what are you to do when you are 'a8sauQted and slan- . 
dered an'd 81bused, as I.su.ppose nearly all 'of you have 
beim in your life? 'Go _out and 'hunt . up the slanderer? 
Oh, no, silly man.' , W-hile you, are. expla·ining away a 
falsehood in one place, fifty. people win just have !h:eard 
it in other ,places. 'I counsel you to another cours~. While 
you are not to omit any opportunity of ·setting your-selves 
rigpt, I want to tell you of~One .. W'ho had the hardest 
thing;s 'said about Him, 'Whose sobriety was d,isputed, 
whose mission was s'couted, .whose companionship was 
denounced, who was pursu·ed as a lb8Jbe, and .spit u'pon as 
a man, who' was howled at after He wa's '<lead. 'I will have 
you go unto Him with. your :bruiseiQi '8Oui, and He will 
sympatl!.'ize, and He will help. Go and ten Jesus. 

-T. DEWITT TALMAGE 

:The Hi,ble is a window in. tMs ,prison-world through 
which we may look into eter~ity.-TIMOTHY DWIGHT.' 

Never despair of a child. The,one you weep the most 
'for at the mercy-seat may fill your heart with sweet~st 
joys.-T. L. CVYi.ER. 
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"You Hear strange Things 'About Catholics".· 

, , . 
\ " 

TR·UTH 'IS STRANGE R Tt1AN FICTION 
.... :, ..., ~ .. " . .' , 

; I THE: ~e,:"s·papers and magazines qave for spme time a strange statemEmt 'of 'Bishop Sheen to our attention. 
. carried c'on§:plcuousads inserted by the ,Knights of Thfs statement is quoted in The. Con.vert '(a monthly 
'Columbus, 'a militant "priest-inspired layman's ol'lganiza- 'magazine pU'blished 'by ~ former "priest, JosephZacchello). 
tion of the Roinan'Catholie'Church. 'These ads are headed T·he' author of~ the article, Rev. ·Riehard P. De Armey 
:by the,ca·pti~n, ':You ;Heal;: Strange Things 'About ,Catho ... \ quotes,Bishop ·Shlieri·aS h:a:ving told the folJowing story. - . 
. lics". The implication is that Roman Catholics are the. '" 
innocent vi'ctimsof a' sinis'ter and 'seandalous W'hispe.ring " '''May I ,give encoura-g.ement to all frustrated, 
cainpa~gn which aibsolutely dd'storts the "!pure" teaching 'anxious, fearful'souls !by this story aibout the. Queen 
f th Ch h . " of Mercy .. It-seems that one 'day our wrd was walk-

'. 0 'e , urc' upon certain 'cardinal p'oints. ing through - the Kingdom o.f· Heaven" and saW some 
.' After dealing with. the straw' dummy 'which the ere- .' soyls, that {l:pparently 'had .:entered very' easily. He 
atorS of the 'ad,'have usually themselves constrpcted,' the'· went to Peter and sa.id, 'Peter, I 'have given you the 
ad paints a lovely picture o~ the '.<harmless", reasonable K;eys to the 'King~om of Heav~. I want you to use 
and 'good tea'chin'g,of Rome and invites inquirers' to write, that power wisely and judiciously. TeH me, Peter; how I 

for further ·informa-tion. We. have -been fnformed that did these" Sou.ls 'gain entry ·itO. 'l\iy Kingdom?' P'eter 
·thi-s. newspa'per cBmp3ign has 'been highly 'S1Uecessful ,and answered" 'pon't blame me, Loz:d!' Every time I close 
that thousands 'have enroHe'd for ·the instl'uction- course the dQor, Your mother opens,a\vindow!'" . 
and, many ~ave ,prO'ce~d~d.to join. the. Cliurch"of ·R'Om~ .. " . . '" . _ .'. , . 

We are quite aware of -the fact that false imd fantastic Strange is 'surely a I~lild word to' apply to oSuch Ii. story! I 

stories have heen circulated abdut our Roman Catholic It is 'unbibliool, 'Chl'ist-dishimouring and Iblasp'hemou-8., 
. frjerigs and n'o selt-respeCting ·person Slhouid 'have any Indeed :vocahulary -is exhausted as on,e, seeks to ·describe 

P{l:rt in furth~riI).g the circula~ion of ofalsehooa,.· BjIt we it. Surely the truth '8Jb~ut Rome'S' teaChings-is' stranger 
, are keenly aware of the filct that many strange but true -th~n ,any'fiction: We do 'n9t wonder that Bishop Sheen's 

'stories ·have heen to-lit and amply veri.fied concerning the popularity .rating on.' television.''is 'greater :than that' of . 
teachings, ·and-the black record of the . Roman Ohurch. many comedii·ans for <the ord'inary performer wouid not 

'No amount of cheap pamphleteering· by the Knights of.·' dare tell such a tall 'Story as truth or even Hlustrative of 
Colu~btis or anyon~ else'cait dismiss f.a'ets.· truth. 

. '.' . . 
. ...-The Truth About Rom6 .Is 'Indeed "Strange"l· 

/ " . 

, No ficti'on could possibly be so strange. a·s· some of the 
teachin·gs of the 'inventive priests 'Of Rom·e. 'Between the 
Bi'ble 'an.d Jppst·Of he'r ·pronouneements 'th~re is absolutely 
no similarity. Irideed, the visitor f.rom another. world 
c,oul,d. hardly! recogn.iz~ her messwge a~ !being '~'Christia~". 

A New Missionary 'Approach I 
yve have always'laboured under what R'Ome apparently 

regards as, a !lelusion for we have t~otig'ht that the prime 
necessity in' missionary, . wo'rk was· to preaoh !Chrhit. 

. 'Bishop 'Slieen tens us we are wrong'(NQ" 'this wa·s not 
whispered to us by some &ililstet enemy of the 'Church; _. 
we relld.'it"in the Bishop's book 'He says: " , ... ."', . . ,',"' . '. "~ . . . \ . 

, , 

. . In: seeking~ to !give' ouz:. relj.der~ s6m!,! indi~'tioh of these '. 
"., '''strang~'' pronotince~ents'we sh·alllimif ourselves' to one ". 

> . , Romap. :authority's utterances ~upon' oI).e .suibject. The 
.; oJ', •• authority is Bishop .FuI:ton J;' ·.Sheen ·who·, now has been ' 

given ·free time on the 'C.B.·C. television network. We, 
coul~i. cho?se 'I!!.apy of· ,his stmri'~·'·~edarations· op " the' 

',su'bject of the V.irgin ,Mary 'but 'we 'Shall present only a 

~' " ":'Mary then,'is for the Moslems,.the'true Sayyiaa,> .. 
, or ·Lady. The onlY'p~ss~Dle set-ious' rival '~o"her"in p.. 

their"'creed woul4· l1e ,~atima,; '·the da.ug.hter of Mo': . 

',' 

. ,hammeq ?,ims~l.f.,. But',after ' the. d~ath/of'FatiIl}a,:, 
Mohammed wrote-: "Thou' 'shalt be :the most blessed'. 

few all of which, with one exception,' are fQund in his. 
-, book~ "The World's Flirs:t LC?ve". >' " .' .' .:' ; •. 

.' , 

of- all·1;lle women iIi Paradise, after"·MarY.~ In a 
variant 'of the text, Fatima is made ,to say': <I. ·sur,., 
~pa'ss aU.the wo,inen; ~xcept Mary.' ' " 

\ • .'_ . . ", I 

M~ry - The Subject of God'~ J)reams 
The very dedication of. the"book is shocking, strang·e 

.. and 'blasphembus: It reads, in part, as follows'·: " ',' 

D.E'D:LCATED 'DO 
THE WOMAN I 'LOVE '. 

* * 
The Woman Whom even 'God Dreamed. 'Of 

,. Before the W odd Was Made; , . 
If someone whispered. to you that a ,Roman 'priest had 
ever utteredsU'ch"!blasphemy .and nonsense, you would 
hardly belieye it. "You hear strange things albout Catho
lics" and most are true but .... the strangest have never 
be£m told!' , ...,. 

Heaven Divided 'Against Itsel( .. 
:Recently'a good reader in the province of QueQeC drew 

, : 

"MissiQnal'ies in the futu·re will, more and: more; 
see that iheir' apostolate among the Moslems will·ibe. 

. sU'ceessful 'in the measure that they preach Our:' 
Lady of, Fatimll. Mary -is the advent of Ch'rist, 

'briIi:gin'g Ohirisi to the .people Ibefore Christ Himself 
i~ born. 'In any apologetic endeav9·r, it is always best 
.to ~tart' with, tllat which p~ople already accept. Be
,cau~e the 'Moslems have'·a 'devotion to' Mary,. our 
missionaries should ibe satisfied merely to e~and 
and to develop that d'evotion, with the fun realiza
tion that Our IBlessed. Lady wiH carry the' Moslems 
the 'rest of the way to her 'Divine ,son ... " . 

• . '. t . " ~ 

Have you ever heard the "strange'!. statement that the 
,Roman' C~urch exalts Mary m~re t~an she does Christ? 
'/t way be "strange" but:it is 'also true/Rapidly it· is' 
beco~ing the cult of ,the Queen of. Heavep, absolutely . 

.' divorced' from the true gospel. . 

" 
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Why Was Judas Not Sav~ - A "Sttange".Explanation 

!Careful readers or the Bible
o 
wHl conclude that Judas_ 

was not saved s:imply ibecilU"se 'he !knowingly reje'cte'd and 
betrayed the Lord Jesus Ghri,st just as the Seriptures 
had foretold. Yet Bishop Sheen has a "strange" explana
tion: o'Indeed it is "stranger than fiction". 

"We have no· record., of it ,in the 'Gospels, 'but I 
have aI-ways believed that Judas, both on the way 
to !betray Our Lordi and after the ibetrayal, going 
with a 'halter over his arm to hang himself on an 
aspen 'tree, Idelilberately went out of his way ~ avOid 
contact with the Mother of Jesu·s.' Pro'b~b1y no one 
in the history of the 0 world would Our Blessed 
Mother more willingly have pardoned than Judas, 
though he did send. her Son to the Cross. When .our 
Lord gave us -half' His Kingdom in His Mother, He 
made iot almost impossilble for any soul to go to 'hell 
who ever pleads to "her to intercede t~ her Div:ine 

. Son. If Judas is in heUi it is because he deliberately 
turned his back on Mary when he. went out to hang 

, himself. IJ 'he is riot in hell,:jt is Ibecause in that 
spJiot se'conld, as 'he looked froin 'his hiB to ~~e Hill of 
Calvary, he saw -there fihe'Mother with her Divine 
Son and died with this 'prayer on his lips: "Mother 
of sinners, pray for ~e!" 

The strangest things you ever ,will hear about Roman ..... 
ism are these ,very utterances o~ her own .priests _'and 
writers. You nee'd not turn to her enemies to hear
"strange" reports; an examinatif>n, of her idolatrous 
teaching reveals that the 'half has not Ibeen told. . , 

I -L.K.T. 

BOOK REVIEW 
THE BIBLE DOCT~INE OF ELECTION by C, D, Cole-Pub

Iished' 'by the aut'hor and obtainable from THE Gos
. PEL WITNESS, 130 'Gerrard St. E., Toronto 2, On

tario - .37 pages. 

In the sh()rt compass 'of thirty-seven pages, Mr. Cole, 
professor of Systematic Theology in Toronto Baptist 
Seminary, presents a clear study of the scripturaltrut'h 
of election .. Unfortunately' many Christians will not even 
re~d the booklet· when' they see that :it deals with the 
s~lbject of elect'ion. 'Even those who ·profess most loudly 

. ,to a'ccept the whole Word of God, at this ·point, clearly, 
indicate that they are not prepared to accept all that God 
!has said. We challenge :aH .believers to read this smalJ 
booklet.' : 

T·he auth()r deals with the fonowing subjects: miscon
ceptions cIari-fied; false views examined and refuted; the 
doctrine defined, expla:ined and proved; ObJections con-
sidered and answered. . 

'This ·short. sfiudy is. readable! ISome preaching and 
writing on such, su.bjects can ·be described as "clear as 
crystal and I;I.scold! as ice.'! Not so in-this booklet! T·he 
author has opviously striven for the ex·position of truth 
in a s'imple, dear and wa,rm style. Mayall who read th:is 
review, r~ad the ,booklet for themselves, Further, we 
urge all to commend it to ministers, ministerial stUdents 
and inde"ed to ~1I Christians.-L.K.T. 

It. strikes me that it will help to make heaven even 
more heavenly to us when God has ·blessed us to the 
"bringing .of other souis to share our bliss in glory. 

. --'C. H. 'SPURGEON 

Books o'n Current Subiects 

ROMAN CATHOLICISM 
FIFTY YEARS IN THE CHURCH OF ROME 

By "Father" Charles ~hiniquy. 
472 pages ............................... : .............................................. $3.75 

'" * * 
THE PRIEST. THE WOMAN. AND THE 

CONFESSIONAL 

By "Father" Charles C,hiniquy ............................... $1,.00 

* '" '" 
. THE PAPACY IN THE LIGHT OF SCRIPTURE 

d 
~ . 

By Dr. T. T. Shiel s ................................................ 25 cents 

'" *. 

SEPARATE SCHOOLS 
WILL MANrrOBA TAXPAYERS CONSENT ~O 

'PAY, FOR ROMAN CATHOLIC SEPARATE 
SCHOOLS? By Dr. T. T. Shields. 
36 pages .................... , ........... : .......................................... 25 cents 

SEPA~ArE SCHOOLS-A VITAL QUESTION 
" By Dr. J. B. Rowell ............ , ............ ~ .................. : ..... 20 cents 

* * * 
JEHOVAH' WITNESSES 
RUSSELLISM OR RUTHERFORDISM . 

By Dr. T. T. Shields.· ..... 
72 pages ..................................... : .............. :: ..................... 25 cents 

Order all these books from 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
I~O·Gerrard Street East. - Toronto 2. O~t. 

A CHURCH WITHOUT ZliAL· 

. The worst thit:J.g that can Ibe sai~· of 'any Christian' 
community -is. t'his: "Thou hast a n~me to live ·and art 
de~d:." "Thou art neither cold nor hot." Our Lord Jesus 
says: "I would ':thou wert cold or hot. 'So then /because' 
thou art lukewa,rm, and! neither ,Cold nor hot, 'I will spew 
thee out of my mouth.'" A .church with01,lt Hfe and zea,l 
m~kes Christ. sicl.c.-SfVRGJ;;QN . " . 
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'The Highway of Obedience 
'IOh, that my people had hearkened .unto me, and Israel had walked in my ways! 
"I should soon have subdued th~ir enemies, and turned my hand agaiMt their 

adversaries. 
"The haters of t·he Lord should have ~ubmitted themselves unto him: but· t'heir 

time should have endured forever •. 
"He should also have fed them with the finest of the wheat; and with ·honey out of 

tbe rock should 1 have satisfied thee."-,Psalm 81 :13-16). " ~ 

I N THE midst of conflict with error, the tried saint of 
. 'God often !becomes weary and is sorely tempted to 

give up the whole ·struggle. . Instead of resolutely 'seek
ing to follow the Lord and '00 that which His Word 
pl'alnly declares, t'he path of exPediency and compromi-se 
is regarded with increasin'g favour. Many -side-long 
glances are cast upon tHis course which is thronged with 
temporizing ,Christians .who have no desire to tbe 'regarded' 
'as ~"bigots", "obsouranti-sts" or '''old fashioned". How 
often do we hear the e~pression,"Oh, I kn()w that is not 
strictly according to t~~' Bible tbut it works! Look at 
Mr. Prominent Evange~ical; he 'gathers the crowd and 
the rest of his message is good:. I can 'see li-ttle evidence 
of vi-sible tplesSiing in the 'cramped position which you 
hold." 

Oh, the foBy of it!' One of the very reasons' that the 
religious wor.ld doea not see the 'great moving of the. 
mighty 'hand of 'God is 'S1imply that 'so many are tempted 
to add a little to 'and subtract a -little from the sufficient 
revelation of God. If we only 'knew, He still pleads with 

. His children, 'as He did. with Israel, "Oh that my people 
had hearkened, unto '11'/,8, and Israel 'had wal<ked in my 
ways!" . 

T·his is a divine cry and su·rely demonstrates that there 
is' no ~nvenient short-;!;ut to blessing; Anyo.ne who would 
assert that there is" is simply declaring that it is po-ssi'ble 
to improve upon. what God· ha'ssaid! Amazingly enough, 
the shGrt cuts w.hich are devised by men are usually far 
more complicated ,and devious than is the !;limple way 
directed !by 'the Lord. While the believer -stru'ggles along 
following his own carefully formuliited plans, 'knowing 
little of the .blessing of the Lord, his heavenly Father 
beholds and longingly implores, "Oh that my people had 
hearkened unto me!" 

Obedience Conquers Enemies of the Gospel 

'The Lord, indeed calls us to do some things that may 
be distasteful to the flesh and 'proud !human nature. No 
one loves f.ighting hut He dJrects His people to 'hate error 
and have nothJing to' do with the unclean thing. Yet how 

. many believers' love to 'live a ''life of ease and speak not 
one word against the deniers of the Lord or of His Word. 
"Oh," tliey say, "we intend to preach a 'posi'tive' gospel 
and the hosts of error will melt away before us." Who 
says so? Cert'ainly. 'God does ,not! Constantly He tells 
His servants to play the part of .~n Elijah and defy the 
prophets of Haal. -Should, we take· Him at His word He 
s'ays, "I .sh'ould soon have subdued their enemies, and 
.turned my oh'and aga'illst their adversaries.~' 

lit is at this point, I think, that most of. the 'battles are 
10Slt in the realm of ·theological wa·rfare. Some of :God's 
child,ren are 'bol'd in their professions of 'belief and their 

a'bstract utterance&. a,gainst error. In the moment o~. 
battle, however, when the enemy rises to battle back 
some shrink from the ·fray. Li'ke Ephraim, though 'arm
ed, in t!he day of battle they turn :back. God says, "Go 
for-ward, wal!k in my ways." Man -says, "No; I disli'ke 
battle" and the enemy continues to rule ;the field,. Such 
is the case in the ·battle a·gainst modernists and ecumeni
ca-li-sts.. Too many timid evangelicals are looking for 
great crGwds and fear the face of man. H -such would 
dare to t'O'lIow the 110rd, the enemies would 'soon tbe ·put 
to ·fl.ight ,because the Lord Himself would turn His 
mighty -hand a'gainst the adversaries of the gospel. 

. Obedience Converts Enemies of Gospel \ 
Not only will the enemies of the Lord he put to ,flight 

but this text declares that the enemies of the 'gGSpei 
would 'be won to the Lordi! Thi's is entirely C'ontrary 
to the usual thought of believers. The popular concept 
in religious circles seems to:-be .that if we dare to e~pose 
errGr ·and erroris-ts, we will never win' them. Therefore 

, we are told ,that Ohristians ·should employ sweet, soft 
words against those who oppose the .gospel in the hope 
that they might tbe won to the Lord. But no great move
ment of' men to Christ will ever take .place if the power'. 
of Q)d· is so despised that only those p~rts of the gospel 
whiC'hplea-se the messenger are presented. God says, 
"If my ,people 'ha:d ·hearkened· unto -me . . . ,the haters of 
the Lord shOuld have submitted ,themselves unto, him." 

A'pparently ,this is the reason that the enemies of 
Christ ,run albout unhindered - simply 'because ,of the 
continued disobedience of 'God's people. Instead 'of .sepa
rating themselves fForn m;odernists and other fals'e teach
ers, Christians seek to ·gai,n temporary benefits th:rou'gh 
these .association-s. Soon the whole atmosphere of this 
religious !Sooom becomes so stu'pefyin'g that there comes 
a gradual indifference to the things of 'God. AS'a result 
the enemy rem~ins unmolested, and 'Unconverted! tlnstead 
of rescuing pri-soner-s from .sodom the ,Christi-an :becomes 
a respecta!ble citizen of the -wicked city. All the While 
the Lord declares, "Oh, that 'IllY people h'ad hearkened 
unto me!" There is one path Of Iblessing tboth 'for our
selves and for those who now are enemies of Ohrist and 
that is in str,ict and loving obedien'ce to Him. 

.obedience Crowned With Blessing Untold' 
'T'he Lord does not promi-se only to give the oIbed,ient 

• servant victory -in each specific comhat 'bui He crowns 
him with 'blessings without number. The whole walk is 
one in which new and 'challenging oppor,tunities a,re pre
sented. Every day 'brings forth its necessities 'but He 
promises further thai each 'd'ay will bring forth 'spir-itu'al 
luxuries. The humble, obedient di;s'Ciople will receive no't 
only the com-mon wheat but,'also the choicest honey. T·hose 
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who wal'k in 'the way of the Lord will find their ex
perience is that described in thi'!3 psalm - they will Ibe 
conquerors, soul-winners and, the blessed of. the Lord. 

, ' -lL.'K. T. 
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T,hursday, January 13th, 1955 

PAUL'S GRIEF FOR ISRAEL 
Romans 9 

" 

I T HAS been remarked that there ,are' so many diffi
'culties in the ninth of Romans that it ill becomes any

one to claim to know much about it. Without affecting 
humHitty I want to declare that my claims are modest 
with reference to my knowledge of the ninth of Romans. 

The eighth c'hapter of Romans closed with a note of 
triumph; the ninth c'hapt-er begins with a wail of sor
row. The ei'ghth closed with the as'ser:tion that nothing 
can separate us from the love of God. whic'h is in Christ 
Jesus; the ninth,beginS' Iby s'peaking of those who are 
separated from the love of ,Christ. The ninth chapter be
gins the parenthetic'al portion of the Roman epistle. The 
ninth and tenth and eleventh--cha·pters might be ·l-eft out, 
and the twelfth will naturaHy connect wit'll -th-e eighth. 
Paul concludes his d.iscussion of the ri'ghteousness of God· 
in the eighth cha'pter, reaching that great climax in as
serting that there is nothing that can separate us from 
the love .of 'God, in Christ. T'he twelfth 'begins the prac
tical po'rtion of tlie epi,stle. with the exhortation based 
upon the mercies of God revealed in the first eight 
cha'pters: 

This parenthetica'l'portion treats of 'God!s d-ealings with 
natural. Israel, ex'plaining t'heirsad condition in the 
present, and, holding out 'hope for them in the f.u,ture . 
The word f.or Israel in these three 'chapters is ,found no
where else in the, whole epi'stl-e. The question is, how 
is Israel's 'pr:es'ent condition to Ibe .acco~nted for? Has 
God 'goneoack on His word? Have the promises to 
Israel heen ,broken? Has God ca'st off His 'people? Has 
His word ,concerning Israel faBed of fulfilment? Ha.s 
God broken the covenant He made with A'braham? These 
questions are dealt with and answered in this section 
into which we now enter. 

I. 
Paul's Grief Over Israel 

In verses one to thr'ee we haveP.aul's well-nigh inde.' 
scriha'ble grief over I'srael's sad condition. He is going 
to use such strong wor.ds ,that he .feeJ.s the n'ecess-ity of 
dfirming his sincerity: "I say the truth in 'Chr-ist, I lie 
not, my conscience 'also bea,ring me witnes's in the Holy 
Ghost, that IJ have 'great heaviness ~nd continual 'sorro,w 
in my heartY The apostle .spea,ks in the sight of 'Chris,t 

out of a conscience inspired by the Holy Spirit. The 
Jews' regarded the apostle Paul 'as their .most determined 
en-emy' and his words here are in, refutation of. their 
judgm~nt of 'his attitude'iowal!d them. They indeed' ,hated 
him ,but he meets' their hatred, always with sorl'ow and 
with ·sympathy. 'Paul- was in 'great heaviness and con
tinu'al sorrow of 'heart 'as he thou'ght of nis 'kinsm-en in 
t'he fle!jh. His grief was: not Ibecause of their political 
situation Sad as it was, ,but because of their s'piritual 
cond-ition'. His ,grief wa's not because they were in servi
tude to 'Caesar, Ibut Ibecause they were not ser~ants to 
the Lord Jesus Chr·is,t. Paul's compassion for hiS 'people' 
was compassion for ,sinners. To the apost'le Paul the 
only human tra'gedy was to ,be separated from the·'Lord 
Jesus Christ. This is the kind, of 'pa8'sion that we n,eed 
more of today. Materialism has so gripped us that ·we 
s'how 'more ,pity for Plen in temporal afflictions than we 
do for men a's sinners in danger of hell 

Paul's S'trange Words 
- P.aul',s strong and, strange word,s of verse three have 

been variouS1ly interpreted,: "For I could wish that my
self were accursed from Ghri-st for my, ibrethren, my 
kinsmen according to the flesh." This 'passa:ge is usuaUy 
made to mean that Paul out of love for his kinsmen 
actUally wish-ed himself accursed .frQm Ghrist -for their 
sake or that he could wi8'h ,himself -accursed from Christ 
if it 'would do any good, and if such a wish could accom
pi'ish their saIvation. This wish is sOmetimes made to 
parallel the 'prayer of Moses for Israel. When Israel had 
sinned by the worship of the golden cal.f Moses prayed 
for the forgiveness of Israel, .and sa-id: "Yet now, if. 
thou wilt forgive their sin-; and, if not, ,blot me, I pray 
thee, out of thy 'book .which thou hast written.'~ I can 
ha'rdly see 'a very close para11-e1 'between the prayer of 
Moses and t.'he wis'h of Paul M'oses could 'have had ref
rence only ,to 'physi~al and temporal death, while Paul's 
wish involved eternaI separation from Jesus Chr.ist. It 
does seem strange that Paul, after eXuUin'g, as he had 
in the eighth chapter, that not'hing could, 'separat-e us 

.from the love 'Of IGod .in Ghrist, would. now so s:oon ex
press a wish, or say that hET cO,uld wish, to, be separated 
from Jesus Christ. OaJ;vin thought that 'Paul made. the 
wish iJl a state of ecstasy, Which m-eang, that 'he was 
somewhat 'beside himself Ibecause of his ,terrible 'grief 
and extreme sorrow .for hi'S ,people. Jowett says tp'at 
we must understand· the ,language as that of feeling 

. ,rather than ,the-language of rea'8'On. John Brown says 
that .this is not a .peremptory or absolute wiS'h, ,but 'a 
declaration that werE\ ,it consistent with the' will of 'God, 
and for the glory of .christ, he could willingly exchange 
conditions :with hi'S unbeli-evin'g Ibrethren. He says, how
ever that Pau'l ,knew that such a thing was' not possi'ble. 
Rob~rt Haldane ·puts the words "I could wish that my- -
self were accursed' from Christ" in a parenthesis, l}nd 
in the past tense, making it refer to Paul''S attitude 
prior to his conyersion. Mr. Haldane also makes the 
word. for "wish" to 'mean >boast, anp renders the' claU'se 
like this: "I was once boasting, or made it my 'boast. to . 
be separated from oChri'st." The reference to the original 
wiU show that it is the imperfect tense e~pressing action 
continuous in the past. If this should 'be the way to 
deal with this difficuJt passage it does show that Paul 
i's qualified .to sympathize with h.is' unbelieving brethren 
,because 'he was once like them, Iboa'sting that he would 
have nothing to do' with {esus ,Christ of Nazareth. 
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Israel's Ancestral Glory 
Verses 'four ·and five ,tell, of Israel's ancestra·l· glory~ 

and' their external privilege'S. 'I,srael was the most 'fa
vored nation ,that has ever ,been on this earth. 'Israel 
was distinguis'hed from aU the other nations\ T'hey 
were Israelites, they were the iiescendants of Ja'Cob, 
whose name was dhanged to Israel 'because a'S' a prince 
he prevailed with !God. They- were the only· people ever 
adopted as a family of 'God on this 'earth. When God 
s:ent Moses to Pharaoh He told Moses to say to 'Pharaoh: 
·"Thus s'aith the Lord, Israel i's my ·!!On,. even,.· niy first
born: and I say unto th~e, Let my' 'son go, tha:t he may 
s'erve me: and if thou refuse' to let him go, Ibe'holdi, I wiH 
slay thy son, even thy firstborn." 'The glory must refer 

circumcis'i"on in ,·the flesh. Neither be'cause they 'are the 
seed of Abraham are tll'ey ,all children. 'Being a descen
denJ of' A'braham does n~t make 'One a child 'of God. :rrhe 
promi'se 10 Albraham d·id not include all of his' ·descen- ' 
dents. Limitations were ~specif,icaHy stated: "In Isaac' 
shall thy seed 'be ·called." ,The children of 'the flesh" P.a:ul 
'says; a,re not the children of God, arid 'are not the children 
, of" t'he 'promise: ' The children of the promi'Se are the ones 
who are counted for tlie seed. Is·rael was a na:tural de
scendent of Abraham, but Israelo and his posterity were 
not ibenejiiciaries of the spiritual covenant 'God made with 
Abraham. ,And whal; a'rEt>uke th.is 'is to all those people 
today who lilke to talk albout the universaol Fatherhood of 
God and the brother'hood of man! .'For the ehiJdren of 
the flesh, the children of noibody"s flesh, are the children 
of 'God,o! the child,ren of ·the promise. 

Isaac was the 'child of' promise; He was supernaturaUy 
born, as a type of alI of 'God's child,ren. In Galatians 4 :·28, 
Paul says: "Now we, 'brethren, as Isaac was, are the 
chHdren .of promi'se." ,The covenant blessings promised . 
to .A!brahamexcluded Ishmael. The Jews who claimed 
covenan.t bles'sings on the g.round of, their natural ,rela
tionship to A'braham 'had no !better claim than . Ishma-el 
and his descendents had. . , 

, to the Shekin'ah, or the emblemaUc .presence of God with' 
Is·rael. Israel was the only nation with. whom :God e~er 
made a covenant, and so the 'covenants referred to must 
have been the covenants 'made with A'braham and Isaac 
and Jacob. The written law -was given to lsraei at .sinai, 
the only nation ever to be so drstinguished';by ·God .. The 
service of .IGod r~fers' to the 'ritu-a-l worship in the ta1ber
nacle 'and ill the·tel!lple. All ,oth~r nations were -left to 
their own superstitious 'inventions in the matter' of 'ap
proach to God and worShip. Israel 'had' orddnances of 
Divine worsh.ip. They alone ·had the Bilble; 'fHled wit'h 
'promis'es both of , a temporal and a-'spiritual nature. There Esau and Ja,cob , 
were many promises concerniri'g the coming, of ~a Mess·iah. Then Paul sJlows thaJt ther'e is' further limitation of the 

' , They h~d an illustrious ancestry in such men 'as Albr~ham promise in Isaac'·s sons Esau and Jacob. T.he J'ew nii'ght 
and Isaac and Jacob and David. And the greatest bles's- eJCplain that the 'promise was restricted to Isaac !because. 
ing of all i's in these words ': "0f Whom as concerning the Ishm,ael was' the son 'of a foreign woman, the son of the 
Flesh ·Christ came"who is over a'll, 'God blessE\d for ·ever." 's1-ave woman named IHagar. ' 'But Paul obviates that ex
The, ·God-man was a Jew on His 1iuman side. 'So recaHing plana:.tion iby showing that the limitation could not ha~e 
their 'ancestral'g,Iory must have made Pauol's' g.rief all the be~I:r plaeed upon that ground, Ibecause in the ease of Esau 

'more poignant as' he. thoti·ght of their sadJ condition .. What , and J aCdb they had the' same father, and also the same 
a contra·st 'between t'qeir pre'sent condition and what mother. 'Before th'ey were born God made- d-i!ltinction 
might have !been e~pected!, ' between them, 'choosing J acdb and his descendents, and 

_, D. rejecting E's~u 'and his line.,' And the only l'eaSlOn' as-
Paul's Problem s-i-gned was "that the pur.pose of 'God according'to election 

_ Now the pr()lblem before Paul is how to reconcile God'; might st~n~:" ISo ·the covenant ·promise to Abraham w~s: 
,promis'e to' Aobtaham with Isra'el'.s sad, condition. The' f,ur~h~~ h~lted, and of Jaeo~'s .descendents there -was . still 
question is, we repeat, Has the W6ra of 'God failed-? Has .' hmlt,~bon.and further restrlc~lOn. 'All ~ho_are'?f Israel, 

,-the covenant with Aibraham 'been hraken? The Messia-h all the descendents 'of J~~b, were, not the 'Ch!ldr,en of 
had com~, a,lid Israel, lIis oWn people, w~re cut off frGm God. , 
the bless·ings ;to 'which it ,had 'prepared the world, and. " III. . 

. reJected from tllese very 'blessing.s. ,How will PauJ s'olve 
this prolble~: Has the Word o~ 'God failed? 

The Promise Has Not 'Failed 
" ·P.auI deals with the problem in verses six 'to thirty: 
three. The ·first thing he says is that the' wQrd of promise 
has' not failed, it has ,not.·failed to ta:ke effect.- 'God'ios 
f.aithful to all His 'promis'es,and He will do ala He has 
promised. His word will stand fast, of that t'he apO'stle 

,is Sij,re. 'And he cannot think- for a moment that it is to 
be ·explained on ·the 'ground that God's~W'Ord· 'ha'S failed. 
'But how will 'Paul reconC'ile the promise of God to Abra
ham with IS'rael's ·pres·ent sad condition? He' will go to 
the word, he will examine. the 'pr'Omises of -God, 'and show 
their limitations. IGod's promise to Abra'h'am,' Paul' wiH 
show, 'did not include aU of his fleshly descendents. "They 
are' not aU 'Israel, whic'h 'are of Israel.",. All the, descen
dents of Jacob, he will S'how, were not included in the 
promisE~.. There i's ·a natural Israel, and there is a s-piri
tti.~l Israel. He has already 'Shown in thesoecond :c'hapter 
of Romans that he is' not a true Jew who is 'one out-, 
wardly, 'and t'hat' rear circumcision is not that 'Outward 

Paul's Defence' .of Sovereign E,ection -
Raul empha'sizes that the dis·tinctions which were .made 

were Soverei'gnly IJl~de', ·and not on the ·ground of good 
or ev·il in ithe ch'aracier, 'or the conduct, of. the ones 
·chosen. Paul h~s vindicated God's word 'by proving that 
the ·promise 'belongs to ~hosen ones among the :p.ation, and 
chos'en for nothing in themselves, :but ·solely after 'God's 
own Sovereign will. '. 

At -t'h'isstage"Paul anticipates the question that natur
ally ·arises a'gainst 'God',s Sovereign election. "Is .there 
un;r.ighteoustless with God?" Now if the choice had ,been 
made on fores·een f'aith, or 'good works, no such obje'Ction 
could !have aris'en, Th!'l Jew is typical of the natural man 
everywhere who never objeCts to 'election on the ·ground 
of 'something ·foreseen in the sinner. A doctrine of elec
tion t'hat is a·greeaible to the natura-l man, that is a'gree
ruble to human reason, is not Paul's doctrine,. and i~ not 
the doctrine o'f ,the Bible. IPaul resents th~ implication 
that there is unrighteousness with God; and says, ",God 
forbid," or "'By no means." He then argue's and defends' , 
the ISovereignty of God, 'bring,ing proo'f of (jod"s S'Over-

" , 
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eignty from the Old Testament ·S·criptures. Exodus 3'3: 19, ra~)h's ha"roening of" his 'own heart was but ~e' manifesta
is 'the first quotation, and we have i-t in verses fifteen ti"on of his wiCked character, ,.:wld-le 'God's hardening. of 
and sixteen 'Of Romans Ii,ine: "For ~fe saith to Moses, I Pharaoh's heart was .to bring rub,out !lis' own purpose, it ' 
'wnl <have mercy on Whom I will' -have' mercy, and I wiH was to accomplish wha·t He had ·pu.rposed to 'accomplish·. 
have compas'mon on ~l!om I will have compassion. ISo then God's purpose in hardening Phara'O'h~s hear.t was that he 
it -is not of him that ,wUleth, nor 'Of 'him that runneth" wouId' 1).ot let JIsrael .'go. If Pharaoh h~d wHlinglyand -

'but 'Of 'God' that sheweth mercy."· : 'readily allowed Israel to, leave Egypt there would have ' 
-, , , been no miracles in Egypt ,and at the Red Sea. 'If Pha': 
Mercy Sovereignly Bestowed rao'~ had sweetly surrendered, ·the' Israelites and released ' 

When Israel ,had sinned in the w'Orship of the golden them, 'God's ,pur·pose and 'program ·would· have Ibeen wreck
calf God sent a ·pl~g!le; He was angry. H~ describes Israei ed, 'God',s power 'and God's Name would not have been 
as' a stiffnecked 'people, and 'Bays that 'He w,11I not 'go wit'h heralded aiJ;lr'Oad, n'Or would the Children of ISIl"aeI- been . 
them to the la~d'Of promi'se, -but calls upon ,Moses to -lead "famous as 'the chosen . people 'Of 'God. .But God had a pur
the people that he has !brought 'Out of Egypt 'into the land pOse to make His ,power 'known; to make His Name broad
of .promise. And ,God say,s, ,"While I wiH not go .person~ cast throughout the earth, and 'God's hand in an of this . 
ally, I w~ll send an 'angel." Moses goes into action, and WIl'S for ~at purpose. 
prays one of the m'Ost ,remarka'ble ,prayers ever recorded, 'When Godi 'COmmissioned 'Moses to return '1'0 E'gypt 'and 
even in the Word of 'God. And' in the' prayer 'he s'ays, . appear Ibef'Ore Phaz:aoh: with a command "for him to let 
"Lead us not ,iIp unless Thou wilt 'go with us.", He re- ' Israel go, He said! to him while he was'still in ,the land 
minds God that He had revealed Himself as a God of of Midian, as recorded in Exodus 4 :21: "But I wiH 
grace and of mercy. Moses in this praye~ prevails with, harden his 'heart, that he shall not let the people ,go." And 
9od; and God s'ay's to him~ '''Thou hast ·founq, grace in my after the' first 'unsucceS'sf.ul attempt to deIiver Israel, 
sight.". But at the same -time God .reminds Moses that He, Moses resigned in a spirit 'Of despondency, al.ld ,wi~ c'Om
is :Sovereign, and win 'bestow mercy' where Jte pleases t'O' plaint of ,w'Ords: 'And God renewed the commission,' and 
bestow it. In 'Other w'Ord:s, 'G'Od"s Sovereignty' means ~at, 'said to him: "I will harden Pharaoh'·s heart, and multiply 

. He 'will be*,tow mercy upon wh'Oms'Oever He ple"ll's'es, and my si'gns and my -w'Onders 'in 'the Iimd of ~gypf." The 
that the ground f'Or mercy is 'in ,Goo an,d, not in'thesinnel'. fact that 'God. hardened 'Phara'Oh's heart ·is'declared, but 
80 Paul 'says, "It is not of him 'thoatwilleth, nor of him . the mannel." of His,harden'ing it is not given 'Or e~plained, 
that runneth, but of 'G'Od that sheweth mercy." All this and I shall n'Ot" try .1'0 explain i-t, but simply statJ'l 'some 
is n'Ot to be taken to mean that ~e 'human will is not '1'0 obvious facts.' . 
be ·taken into 'acc'Ount. it is n'Ot to Ibe ,talken to mean tliat I thinks there 'are tW'O dangers or "faults in dea:Iing wi.th 
there sh'Ould'lbe n'O striving or interest in this matter the ninth cha'pter 'Of R'Oman'S. I think there can 'be the 
'Of salvatipn. 'But what it means is that the ground for. fau·It -of over-explaining,. ·and also the faul~ of u:p.der
'mercy is in God and not in man, and -that God ,is S'Over- . expl'aining, or ignoring ',it An~ I think t~e fault largely 
eign in the bes'tow-al of His mercy,' , has been in ,the way 'Of igI).oring. the pll,l.in 'stateme,nts 'Of 

Isaac wanted Esau to have the blessing, and Esa'll ran the ninth of Romans. ' I' would do neither. N'OW n'Otice, 
to get the veni'son S'O as to s~ure, the blessing,' ibut 'G'Od "botIi. ·prophecy and .'history .in this case ,make ~t cl~r 
had'determined 'Otherwise, and :God Soverei'gnly inter- . that .the hard~ning by: 'God pr~eded the hardening by 
posed. -God! had . made . choice !between Jacob and Esau Pharaoh. The hardening by God was not the re~ult !but 
befor~ they; were tiorn, so that :ft eouid n'Ot 'have ,been the cause of Ph~raO'h's' refusal to let IIsrael ;go. When', 
based upon their. 'character or 'g'Ood w'Orks, 'but in 'Order' God c'Offi!I1is'sionedM'Oses to a·ppear Ibef'Ore'Pharaoh and 

,:"that·, the purpose of ,God, 'aecord'ing:,. t'O electi'On. might issue ~ig.· command, remember He said to; Moses, ''':~ut I 
siand, not of 'w'Ol'ks, Ibut of 'him. 'that, calIeta." ,Jac'Ob g'Ot w:Hl ha~den his' heart; that he s'ha\I,n'Ot ,let th~ people go." 
the!ble~siIig thr'Ou'gh decepti'On and trick,ery, '!but n'Ot ,be~ '.::It was 'G'Od;s pu_rpose tQ 'make 'His P'O\yer 'known, ,'and ad~ 
cause 'Of decepti'On. and 'trickery, "but ratner' in spite of· vertise His ,Nanie·thr'Ough'Out the earth, and, He ·w.a'S deal
the deception. He was God~s,Soverei'gn 'Choice for the ing with ,PharaO'h an'ti· with -the E'gyp1;ians for this pur:" '
covenant blesSing, and. that is the 'Only reason assigned pose. And 'theref'Ore He said', ,"I will, harden 'his 'heart', . 

, for Jaco'b's bein'g chosen ·and Esau 'being '·rejected. that he shall not let 'the.people go." . 

The' Hardening' of Pharaoh's Heart 
·Exodus· 9: 16, is th,e next 'quotation, ,and 'we have it in 

the seventeenth v-erse: "For the -scripture sl,l.nh unt'O 
Ph~raoh, Even f'Or this same .purpoSe have 'I raised thee 
up, that I might 'shew my, power in thee, and,that my 
name might be declared- through'Out, 'all the earth. There-

, f'Ore' hath he mercy 'On whom he will 'have mercy, and 
whom the will he 'hardeIieth," T:he hardening of 'Ph~
l'~~h's heart -by 'God 'has !b~en vari'Ously explained;" 'l'he 
usual explanation is that Pharaoh hardened his own 

·heart, ,and that -G'Od' harde~ed his heart by way 'Of judicial' 
puni'shment. iBut in the 'history of the 'Case it is said 

, ab'Out ten times that IGod hardened' 'Pharaoh's' heart, and 
it is stated a number 'Of times that Pharaoh hardened 
his 'Own 'heart, Both 'of these statements are' true: 'God 
har'dened' Pharaoh',s' heart; Phar,a'O'h hardened "his 'Own 
heart. iHut th«:lY are nGt 'One 'and the s'ame thin~. 'Pha-

--' . 
~ore Than Bare Permission 

I 

IThe hardening by God means more than the 'bal'e per-
n\iss,ion to let Pharaoh 'harden his bwn heart. The ·Ian

- guage here means that there was Divine acti'On 'On Pha
. raoh's obea·rt. 'IG.ad did something to Pharaoh's 'heart that 
bare permission does not express., 'In a CQmment .'On this, 
in Psalm ·105 :,25, we 'read,' "He- turned thei·r heart t'O 
hate his ·people." Tha.t is, God! turned the 'heart of Pha
raoh and the Egyoptians ·t'O hate His people. ,That means 
more than Ibare permiss'ion. God"S hand was in Pharaoh's 
case. doing . something , -to Phara'Oh's 'heart. 

'Take a case, by way of illustrati'On: -that m~y make it 
a little easier f'Or us t'O 'see this. 'T'ake the 'Case 'Of the 
d.eath of Jesus Chri'st. All of U'S can rec'Ognize tliat .. the 
death 'Of .the Lord Jesus Christ was :Qiv.inely ordained, 
it was f'Ore-ordained fr.pm the, foundati'On of the w'Orld. 
And in bringing 8.'bout th~ de~th 'Of Jesu~ 'Christ God did 

o 
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more than merely permit the Jews to kill Him. ''God's hand 
was in ·what they did, controlling their sin'S, ·and directing 
their sins, so that -in putting Jesus Christ to death they 
d,id exactly what God! had ordained should come to .pass. 
And that is what He 'is doing in hardenin'g the heart of 
Pharaoh. He is 'controlling and directing the 'sin'S of 
the heart of P.haraoh, so ·that Pharaoh will accomplish 
and bring to pass what He had determined to .be done. 
Let it he said once andi for 'all that God' did not ,put evil, 
He did not put sin in the heart of Pharaoh, nor did He 
entice or lead him to sin. God ddd not ma'ke the Iheart of . 
Pharaoh wick~, ibut He d.id control and direct the wick" 

. edness already in 'his heart, to bring albout His purpose. 
God ma'kes the 'wrath of man to praise Him ,by keeping. 
his sins in the channel of His determinate will and eter
nal counsel. The cas~ of Pharaoh is no more d'ifficult or 
perplexing than many other cases in the W 000 of God. 

In Second! 'Chronicles, 18: 22, we read concerning Aha.lb : 
"Now therefore, hehold, the Lord hath ,put a lying spirit 
in the mouth of these thy 'prophets." Look at. God's pO'si
tive act in the case of. the ten k.ings referred to in Reve
lation 17: 17: "For 'God hath ·put 'in their hearts to ·fulm 
his will, and to agree, and ,give their kingdom unto the 
beast, until the words of Go.d shall' be fulfilled." And 
also in the case of King Saul we see God controHing and, 
dir.ecting evil spirits. The hardening of Pharaoh's hear.t 
exempli·fies what we read in Proverbs 2.1 :'1: "The king's 
heart is in the hand of the Lord, 'as the rivers of water: 
he turneth -it whithersoever he will." 

A Serious Objection 
,AU this leads to 'another O'bjection, and a very serious 

one: "Why doth he yet :find fault? .For who hath re-' 
sisted ~i'S wHI?" Paul thinks .ofan insolent ·antagonist. 
This ~pponent thinks he has 'a pI-ausible argument. If 
God 'has His way, and accomplishes-His ·purpose,. then 

.' nobody actuaBy ·resists Hi'S will. And this,being so, ·how 
can He find fault? That is the reasoning of the flesh, 
of the natural man. 'Notice that this objector does not 
say to Paul, "You are misinterpreting the Old Testament 
Scripture." This o'bjector does not deny .. the O~d' Testa
ment Scri'ptures, hut he i'S repl'y-ing against ·them, he is 
replying aga-inst God. So·in dealing with th'is ohjection 
Paul does not try to s'a tisfy -the dbj e'ctor, . bu t . simply re- , 
bukes him: "0 man, who art thou ;that repIie$t against 
God? iShall the thing 'formed say to 'him that formed it, 
Why ·hast thou made me thus? Hath not the potter power 

. over the clay, of the same lump to. ma:ke one ves'Sel unto 
honour, and 'another unto dishon()Ul'?" 

The Objector Rebuked 
'The. apostle makes a' two..-fold 'answer to the objector. 

" . 
learn's that there is· mercy with God in Jesus Christ, and 
turns to Jesus Chr.ist in simple 'child-like faith, he will 
find' of a surety that there is mercy with God. But 'God 
is -Sovereign, and the 'ground of mercy is ·with God Who 
showeth mercy. ISuch a thing as deserving mercy is a 

. contradiction of terms. 'God' h.ils His own ,glory in view 
in dieaJ.ing wit-h sinners. A ·sinner deserves nothing from . 
God but. destruction. The sinner has no righteous claims 
upon God's' mercy. God ta'kes a sinner, fitted for de'Struc
tion, like :pharaoh .was, and' deals with him in long suffer
iug, in much 'patience, in order,to display His power and 
advertise His Name. Pharaoh got what he ,deserved. 
P.haraoh was not mistreated,. 'God d,idi not deal ·with Pha
raoh unjustly: God did not make -him a sinner, :but He did 
control and direct him in 'sinning for the accomplishment 
of His ·purpose. .God takes other sinners and makes· a 
display of His mercy toward them. T-her~ are vell'sels of 
mercy as well as vessel'S of wrath. He ·gives some what 
none deserves, but 'He deals ·unjustly with nobody. We 
can 'put' a pin diown :here, and, stand by our guns. The/ 
finally impenitent wiU ·get what they deserve, while .the 
vessels of. mercy wiH get what Jesu'S. Ohr·ist deserves. 
The sinner fits himself for helI; God .graciously .prepares . 
the vessel of mercy unto glory. 

'Paul nex-t shows tha't there are vessel'S of mercy -am~)llg 
the Gentiles.' He quotes Hosea as ~ 'prediction of' -the 
caHing of the 'Gentiles: "As he saith also in Osee, I will 
call them my 'people, which· were not my ,people; and her 
beloved, wtiich was not' beloved." "Reference to Hosea' 
wi'll show that Hosea is referrin!g to the restoration of ' 
the ten tribes, but Paul quotes the .passage as ·applica.ble " 
to the ·Gentiles. 'Dhen the ·apostle quotes from Is'aiah -to 
prove that only ,a remnant of the Jews would 'be saved, 
and except for -D'i-vine intervention the whole nation of 
Jews would 'have gone the way of ''Sodom and qomorrah. 
That is what Pa.ul 'is proving from Is'aiah. Human de
pravity, 'whether in Jew or 'Gentile, if left to run 'its 
courf!e, will take all men·to hell. 

But somelbody' may say, as some have said; that all these 
passll'ges in the Old· Testament have nothing to 'say aJbout 
eternal destiny, nothing about Heaven and hell, 'and; -that 
they only deal with earthly priviIeges and external tles·s
ings. ,Quite 0/10. Bu't Paul makes them terminate on 
Israel's condition," and' the calling of the Gentiles. Paul 
brings thes'e Old Testament Scri'ptures over into the 
realm of eternal destiny, for to 'be separated from Christ. 
means hell, and 'to have Him mean'S Heaven. That is the 
application that ,the apoS'tle P.aul ma'kes as 'hEl uses these 
Old Testament pass·ages. 

The Promised Seed: Both Jews and Gentiles 

He first says,. "You have no right to reply ag'ainst God." 
And secondly 'he says,. ".There is no reason ,for your reply
ing against God, no more reason for your replying than 
there -is for the clay saying to the potter,'Why hast t'hpu 
made me thus?'" That is what man is doing when he 
replies to what God does in Providence, and. to what God 
says in His' Word. And that is what this insolent 'antag
onist is doing: he is replying to God'a Word. He is not 
denying it; he reco'gnizes that 'God 'said it, hut he ma'kes 
reply against what Goo says, and against what God does. 
I. will tell you, beloved, the on'ly thing Ibecoming any s'in
ner in this worIdi is to fall in -humility before 'God, and call . 
upon Him for mercy, ·an:di to inquire whether there is any 
mercy with God. And when the sin~er does 'that, and' 

-So the. seed .promised to Abr:aham included Gentiles as 
well a's Jews. Salva·tion does not depend' upon nationality, 
but u'pon faith in Jesus Christ. In GaJ-atians 3 :28..-29: 
"There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is .neither bond 
nor free, there is neither male nor female: ·for ye are' all 
one in Christ . Jesus. And if yelbe Christ's, then are 
yeO Albraham's seed, ·and. heirs according to the ·promis'e." 
To the natural man, to human reasoning, ,the salva~ion of 
Gen'tiles seemed improbable. They were nO't seeking after 
righteousness; ,they were heathen. F But God called them 
by. His gos·pel and they hecame ri,g'hteous tby faith. The 
Jews were religiou's; they were ·seeking after righte~us
ness tby the law, hut did not find' it. God's Word, says 
Paul, has not failed. It was predicted that Gentiles would 
be saved, 'an~ they are bein'g saved'. It .was said also that 

, 

o 
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the mas's of Israel w'Ould reject Christ and !be lost. Christ 
is to them, and has been through the centuries, a stumb
ling stone and' a rock of offense. But those that believe 
on Him wiN not he 'put ,to shame. Those that believe en 
Christ will not be d·isappointed, they will not make haste. 
From the safe pla'ce we have ,in Jesus Christ we spall 
make no hurried retreat. He is a fortress that cannot be 
stormed, He is a fortress tob·at cannot be surprised. 
Jesus 'Chri.st is a fortress that wiU not cru'm!ble, and 
all who flee for refuge in Jesus Ohrist will find 
merey, everlasting mercy, ,plenteous mercy, tender mercy, 
with God·. In Him, in Jesus Christ, and nowhere else, we 
are everlastingly 'safe. And all of this is based u'pon the 
Sovereignty of God, ,for the ground of mercy is no~ ,in 
the creature, !but iIi 'God. And yet, -God's Word is so full 
of promises of mercy to all those who come to Jesus 
Christ, the only Mji!rcy ~eat there is between 'God and 
men. 

I truS't tha"tall'of us here have made our way, led by 
the Spirit of God, to J esU's Christ as the Mercy Seat, 
and that He is our fortress, He is the place of .g·afety, and 
the only place of safety, for us. And ev-ery one .who rests 
u'pon Him has everlasting life, and has ,found, plenteous 
and everlal!tiIi.'g mercy with 'God. But above all we must 
recognize' tJhat mercy f,inds its ,ground and ,reason only 
in 'God, and not in -the creature, not in the sinner. 

"HE THAT HUMBLETH HIMSELF" 

I N a fairly wide 'and, var.ied ass~ciaUon with Christi'an 
'people, 'covering a period of over thirty years, we have 

been so unfortunate that we have never yet metei'ther a 
man or a woman who was really perfect,-or at least, if 
we' :have, our judgment 'Was too imperfect to recognize 

,their ·perfection. We ·have met. 'same who professed per
fection, "but 'Of these, most of them have !been of an emo
tional ,type who have heen carried 'away by the appeal of 
an ·extreme view of What the Bi1ble calls, s·anctification. 
But the majol'ity of ' these have sooner or ~ater 'come baek 
to earth, 'and have had to acknowledge thei·r errol'. 

We have met another smugly complacent type whose 
perfectionism was a com.bination .of natural egQism, reli
gious conceit, and spiritual pride. But the ma:jority of 
people did a, good· deal of stumbling .in learning to walk; , 

· and after learning to walk, .:have limped more than once: 
IAlbraham wa's ,pretty much of a saint, yet he turned 

aside into Egypt, aIid, though a ,believer, .was not wh'Olly 
truthful while there. The name of Sarah is included in 
the Hst of ·saints 'Of great faith, and yet it is ·recorded 

· that she laughed at the seeming imp'Ossi!biUty of the ful
fUment of. the 'divine promise; ·and. was rebuked 'by the 
angel ·for d'Oing so. Isaac wa's an exemplary eharacter, 
but he stum!bled just where Abraham had stum!bled,and 

· made the mistake in 'Gerar that A:braham had made in 
Egypt. Jacob, of coLirse, 'Was notoriously imperfect; and 
though the faults of Joseph are not recorded, he cannot 
have been wholly free from error. 

'Moses, and A'aron, and· Miri'am, and. J'Oshua, ·and, Sam
uel, and David, to mention only a few, had their hours 
of weakness when evil gail!ed 'an advantage' over. them. 
And even the good ;Hezekiah, when in o~e matter he was 
"lef.t" 'by the Spirit of God, .proved :that his hea·rt was as 
deceitful as that of the rank and, file, and that he was 
just as mueh subject to vanity as any 'Of us. ~ 

Peter stumlbled ,both 'before and after Pentecost, 'and 
was 'graci'Ously rebu'ke'd hy the Lord f'Or the first offence, 

and f.aithfully a'dmonished 'by Paul for the second. Nor 
was even the Apostle Paul free from the general tempta
tion, and a thorn. in the flesh was sent to hini to prevent 
his 'becoming spiritually proud-. 

And it is still true that all 'God's ·people have tempta
tions to evil,-

"Al}d none, 0 Lord, have 'perfect rest, 
For none are WhQlly free from sin; 

And they who fain would ,serve T·hee 'best 
Are conscious most of wrong within:" 

~t is not our occasional stumibUng, however, t~·at im
·poverishes us, and robs us of fruitfulness and power, but 
rather the pride that forbids the 'acknowledgment 'Of ou·r 
Slin. The greatest 'sa:ints have ,always Ibeen' 'Of the hum
blest·spirit. A:bmham came back to the altar ,and 'began 
all over a'gain. David, for a 'long time, kept sHent, and 
while he did so his moisture was turned to .the d.rought 
of summer. But 'he broke the siience at ~ast, saying, "I 
acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have 
I not hid. 'l said, I will confess my transgressions. unto 
the Lord; and' thQU forgavest .the inIquity of my sin." 

W'hen ,Samuel relbu'ked Saul, and told him that the Lord 
ha'd rent. the·kiiJ.ogdom of Israel from him, Saul said, "I 
have sinned.: yet honour me, now, I 'pray -thee, ,before the· 
elders of my people, and. before Israel, ·and turn again 
with me, that I 'may worshi,p .the Lord thy ·God." :Sau;l 
was unwilling to hum!ble himself before the people, and 
publicly acknowled·ge 'his wrong'; 'and though temporar·ily 
he 'was honoured 'before the people, he ultimately ~ost. 'his 
kingdom.' . 

IOh, what 'havoc has -Ibeen. wrou'ght in the chu,rch of 
Christ "by the foolish prid:e of 'God's people who 'know 
they have sinned, have made a mista:ke, and 'taken the 
wrong course, 'but who are tQO proud to acknowle'd,ge their 
error! A man who is really true and, genuine 'at 'heart, 
if overtaken !by an error of any sort, will -hate that wrong 
in 'himself more than in another, and wiH Ibe in haste to 
acknowledge it, and to ma'ke hisacknow,ledgment as 'pu'b
lic as the wrong. 
. Hundreds of people will read this ,simple artiele wh<l 
will be convicted in their own consciences, even as they 
read; 'and if such wouM avail themselves' of the earliest 
opportunity to ·acknowledge his or her .wrong to those 
whom they have wronged,. if they 'have wronged a brother 
or sis-ter, and then publicly ackn<lwl~dge his error Ibefore' 
the church, he would -be :God's instrument 'Of 'bringing 
about a genuine revival. 
o Nothing. is more Blbhorrent to God than human pride, 

. and of all varieties of pride, that which boasts itself ·in 
its superior spirituality is the most o'bnoxious. What a 
blessing it is that God is ,plenteous in mercy, that He 
has·so clearly stated that "if we confess Qu,r &ins, he is 
faithful and just to ·fol'g·ive· us our s'ins, and to cle~nse 
us from all unri,gohteousness"! What blessing would come 

, to multitud'es could we 'hut. heed the simple teaching of 
the W otd ·of ':God, and as soon as our sin is 'made Imown 
to us, hasten to confess ·it, and 'seek 'afresh the deansing 
of the precious 'blood! "He that covereth his sins shall 
not pros'per: but whoso confesseth and forsB.'keth them 
s'hall 'have mercy"; "For whosoever exalteth himself shall 
be abased; and he. that· hUmibleth himself shall be ex
~llted." 

"It is not the 'size of the dog in the fight, -but the size 
of th~ fight in t'he dog .that counts." -

f , 
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"He Hath Done .AII' Things"W:ell" 

THIS Was the v~rdict of a~u1titud;e of ,people who were 
. . -wonder-stl"uck when they tbeheld ·the works of Jesus. 
They observed. that whatever He did was done thor
oughly, pe-rfectly. Th;e miracle they hald· just witnes's~d
was but typical of His whole career: He not only made 

. the deaf to ;liear and- the dumb to ,speak, but He did all 
t~dngs' well.. . , -, ... 

And in that part of it which ,particularly concerns u.s, 
there is no room for other1judgment; We ·know that life 
to us-, at"close range, is a noisy, cli,mging, loom, wherein 
we see' a thousand strands which appear,to be inextric
'a'bly tangled-; ,but if you will go \behind the ~oom and ,lift 
a little corner of the' finished 'web, and look back upon 
the years g<:me thy, you w;Hfjoin in the appr~ing verd-ict 

. of the people. of the Coasts of Decapolis, and 'declare; 
"Here, too, He 'hath done all things well." -

'. 

'We have here' a g.reat doctrine. 'The truth is that 
. whatever Christ. does is weB tdOne. This will appear 
from ·an inspection of Nature's wor~shop. iLook at the 
perfection of Nature'·s order: the correlation' 9f . its ~ul-

" titudlinol!,g and wldely variedl .sIst~ms; the- co-or~1n·ation 
of me~ns with end-s; the interrelation of d-ifferent forces; 
tl).e 'conservation of energy ; the facilities for repair; the 
utilization an'd transfor·mation of . wastes ; the' 'combina
tion of .utility a~d ibeauty; the :beatity of the useful, and 
the u~~fu'lness of ·the -beautiful; the 'marveBous',reproduc
tive'ness of- nature; its perfection ... oi 'balance; -its media 
of light and sound, 'optical and acoustic~l' a'Ciljustment&; 
the invariahHity of' the 'Order- of the procession, .of the 
seasons, the fitness and essentiality .. of climatic 'produc
tions, a'nd- the consequent",-gene,al adequacy of its com,-

'A-ndto the 'host of believers wno wHI read thols article" 
we need' ortly mention the thir:d .sphere of. diyin~ opera-, 
tions: tn the realm of .grace,perfection i·s ahsolute.Read 
ag·ain the'record of the-eternal ,planning and. the,long 'Un
folding. Then :behold the'Star-,and ,follow it untH you 
bow in 'adoration at the manger-crad-le with the wise men 
from the east; and! worship with the shepherds to. whom. ~. 
the angels sang. Then follow'that prolonge'Ci Mailifesta- . 
tion of divine 'kiniiness in rthe inini!!try to human 'need, 
Which culridnates in the Cross, 'and -the open ,gra,ve, Behold 

· missarial supplies; and over all and 'through aU the uni-' 
versality of the reign of law. Survey this wide field and 
whalt -is thejud;gment of .ihteIHgence?" :Get your answer 

. from 'a little child who wonderingly views ·the 'beauty of 
flowers and fields; or . .from some ,humble w.orshipper, the. 
ears of who'se~soul areatJtuned to catch' the music of 
windt and' wave; or from: the cooi, .calm, ca,Eiful :and dis
passi!:maite man of ,s'cience, as he m~gnifies, the infini
tesimal, and examines the nervous system of an animal
cuIe, or .projects ·his vision throtig·h some mi,gh-ty telescope 

, for the 'study of immeasuraibly .distant planetary systems 
-the universal'verdjct i.s -thi·s, '''H,!'l ·hath 'done aU··t'hings' 
well". ' 

tbe opened hea:vens-tb,e Christ ascen·ding.and the Spi:r;it, 
descending; and follow once more the ·patli along which 
redeeming ·grace has journeyed -with Its aiboQnding :hene~· 
dictions. 'And as you 'follow the footsrteps 'of God through" 
the centuries, 'observing the tr.i-umph 'of the gospel in all 
lands, you w-ill -be constrained to say a!gain, "Christ 'is the 
power of God ·and! the wisdom of God. He hath done all 
things well.!" 

. '~See'where it.sq.ines.in Jesus' face, 
The \brightest image of His 'grace; 

'God- in the Person of His :Son, 
, . Hath all His mightiest works outdone." 

.such, in brief, is the do·ctrin~ of divine perfection. We 
are constrained to eXclaim, "0. Lord, how manifold are 
thy works '"in -wisdom hast thou made them all': ·the earth 
is full of thy riches."--':'''He· hath done all things weI-I."- : 

, : 

And if' y.ou- 'bring. uJ:1,der rev:iew, the sphere of divine 
activity which we call Providence, you will observe the 
same faultlessness of design and' 'perfection of execution: 
'l'he !book of Esth'er 'contains no .mention of the name of . " 
God. And yet if "you read its .story from Mordecai's ,brin'g- THE CRQSS,'\THE CURf .FOR TR(jUn:r.~ 
ing"up of Hadassa'h, her entrance into the z:oyal palace, What is the cu'r~ for :ali, thi.s social chaos, domestic 
the ·wickedness of Haman; the sleeplessness of the icing," trou'b~e; secret· ·pain~this wrong-doing as between kings 
the subsequent ex:altation of Mordecai, and the ultimate and-subjects, fathers 'and dlild'ren,' man and ·man? 'The, 
conquest of evil' and ,the -triumph of righteousness, you' one cure is the cross of 'Chds-t. Have I not prea'ched that 
will understan'd the saying: . with sODie consistency ever' .since you knew me-?' Have I 

"~ThI:.ice.\blest -is he to whom is' given 
, The instinct that can teH, . 

T·hat God is on rthe field when H;e 
Is the most ·invisilble." 

E.sther is as fuIl of God as the Psalms or the ~s-

ever ·!given a second- prescription for this malady of the 
world·? lJ·f I ever have, aHow me now to tear it UJl-lPub~' 
licly tear it u'p-so that nobody can ever patch it to·gether 
s'o as to make one' word; of it through all time. The pre
scription I 'Will give is 'given to -me. The prescription by 
whIch I woul'd 'abide accoroing to the exhortation' . of. 
Scripture--the :prescription which I would preach ·to all 
mankind-is, this: "The \blood of Jesus' Christ cleanseth 
from sin,."--JOSEPH PARKER 

· ·pel·s. ,·And E'stber is an epitome of ail Mstory. There 
is ali invisihle -Hand which shapes, 'as there is an un
erring Mind: whioo plans the, affairs of men, and by that 
plan 'arid .Pur-pose, Haman i.s jud'ged iri.-the end of the daYJ 
and 'Mordecai is exalted. And -itt is' always true: the law 

· has. not -been repeale'Ci which decrees, ''With what mea- • THE C;>PEN ~OAD . 
, \ ,sure, ye mete, .it __ ·shall iJ;>~ me~,s",!-red to you ~gain." ' .. '. ,!The road· of good works is hlocked u'p\by our past sins, 

·We ,say, therefore, that in the wide realm of Provi- and itis sure to be further 'blocked up by furture sins; we 
.. lience, ~ncernin'g the'd'ivine actions, the verdict is the' ought, therefore, to rejoice t~at God 'has commended to 
- same: "He hath done all thin'gs well." . . - us the open roaa of faith.-Ig.PURGEON ' 

• • I. r..> •• 
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For YouiJ.ger Readers kitchen in the ·grove. He was just 'h'aQding a tray to Billy. 
DIAMONDS "Wid de compliments of a friend," he said showing,his 

One day. a lady, with 'her two daughters,sat on a pal"k White teeth in a broad grin. 
bench, in a secluded 'place, eating'8 ·dainty.luncll.. Just . · ... Taint for us," 'was BiIly'·s· answer -looking at it long-
. i'ngly,' "it's some mI· ... take." , ail they were finishing their repast they noticed. two bare- " 
footedchild'ren stroUingalong. They were both boys'- "Is your name BHly?" 

"Yes, sir." , . . one'~ad n~wspa·pel"S under his arms, Ibhe other a bootblack . 
,kit. They' were prO'baibly' brothers. A. s to their ages, one '''And,''.nodding. ,toward the other 'boy, "is he Sammy?" 

"Ye's." . mig'ht be ten and the o1j}lE!r twelye; the only way to get at 
that was by guessing. _, . ''.It;s ~?' you; I kno~ f~. ~tow, whel!- yo~"re thr:ough 

''',Come; my dears," saifl the mother to her daughters,' eatm brmg. de tray an dISh~s to ~e. daI;:, kIt~hen 10 de 
"it ~is time to move on. Leave the IU,ncb box on the. bench;' .gr?,ve. Y ?u,~now, where t!hat IS don t you. , '. 
we'll not want i,t again." , . ",,!es, .SIr. " , " . 

T·he barefooted hoY'S heard what the ~ady 'Said, and I All rIg'ht. And he hu'rried off. .' 
looking at each other, smi'led. The boys looked at e'8(ch other and, laughed. It waoS a· 

· "Mebbe tlhere's something in it IS'amm'y," wthigpered' mystery to 11hem; but a beautifui o,ne .. The foOd was 
the older boy. . ' al~un~~nt' now - no need for the bi.g~he~ed Bill.f to go 

"Oh! oh !". with joyful expectancy; ".me'bbe there ds." WIthout, and the tears .~u'shed to ,the -,waItIng lady',s eyes 
Before tJhe lady ~nd children were out' of sight the boys a~ s'~e not,iced. the eagerness 'With which :'h~ grabbed a 

had possessibn of the 'seat and the 'lunch box. 'In the lat- bISCUIt and ate It. ,'rhere were., two glasses of cool, creamy 
ter··they found a Chicken'ogandwich and a patty-pan sponge mil~ - not 'the ·i'l1-smeUing 'beer that occasionaliy found 
<:ake. ' -" . ' , . I its way to 'the place they' called 'home - but 'g90'd, rich, 

'''Take yer .choice, Sammy;" 'said the older iboy" cheer- 'milk: ,S~mmywa'salreadydrinking from one of the glasseS'. 
fully. . . There were ham' ,sandwiches and, ibuttered 'biscuits, 
_"~hat;s what yer aHussay· when there's anytihi-n' ter sp?nge 'ca'ke' ·~quares! molasses cOokles 'an:d! col'd,. s-li~ed 

divide. Now yer-ohoose thios time Biliy." . chIcken. BeSIdes, tlhere were two oranges. After BIlly 
"No, sirree," from BHly;' ";ou're 'goin ter choose. had 'eaten oI).e biscuit ,he said:. "Let's divide things into 

Which is i't ,Sammy, eh, chicken' sand,wich or sponge . four parts." 
ca'ke?" . . ".What fer ?"" . 

lIt wae. 'hard to choose 'but Sammy -being very hungry "'W1hy, ther~'s Mommie and Sa'lly, yer know .. Won't 
wasted no time.." , Mommie be ·glad? Won't ~ally?" chuckling with'delilrht. 

"I'll ·take d~·sandwich; I Just 'love Chicken sandwiChes.". Then, counting the, ibiscuit he had ea~~n as 'a p-artof .his 
. The sandwich d'isappea'red ina twinkling, but the patty- s'hare, he carefully packed "Mommie'sand!' SaUy's 'sh·are" 

pan cake remained undisturibed. . ,in the ilu·nCh ,box on the sea·t. iPuttingan orange in 
'''Why don't yer eat yer cake?" demanded Sammy, 'Won- Sammy's'hand, he slipped- the other in the box. 

deringly. "That's your orange, Billy, you must eat it." 
Bil'ly ~auglhed gleefully as ·though he ;had just finished "I don~-t want no' orange," said Billy. ~jTh'iog i'B for . 

a good, square meal. . " . M.ommie and Sal'ly, half ·arid half.,~ .' Hi'S f!ce shqne' with 
"'Dat',s yer second coul"Se," said he; "yer wants ter be deHg~t; this was truly a red-leiter day to him. ,." 

iatyJoish w'en yer eatin' iIi de pa'k." . . :Sammy slhoved 'h'is orange along the 'seat slowly. 
"I won't 'hev no second cou,rse;" declared Sammy. "I've "Put this in the box, -too,· Billy, an' then Mommie and 

ihad my Choiee, and I've eaten 'it; ·the cake's yours, and Sally can each have one," he said. . . 
you've got ter eat it:" , . . -. '.' uNo, si.ree," BiUy'cried out; "none 0' .that; you 'haven't 
_ "Sposin~, I don't want de ca'ke," 'said Billy. had ·an orange sint:e--sinc~h, I can't remember when." 
~'Bui yer do." . . ."A;rJ.' I'm not go'ing ter hev any npw,'; asserte4 Sammy .. 
"No, I don't, an' dat's a,fact," 'he said emphatically. ' "You just -love oranges," declared BiUy. 
"Truly and biuely?" . " . '. "ISO '~o you ... I'm goin to save my orange fer !SafJy an-
uTl"u'ly and -bluely," wa's the answer. Consequently yours is fer'Mommie;" said Sammy. 

Sammy ate the cake as eagerly and as hungrily as he had "Oh, the poor little felIow!" exclaimed the 'lady: . 
eaten'the sandwich.\ . . . ..' "He's 'a hero, too, 'isn't he, Momma?" said oile of 11he 

· The)ady and her daughters having--aga'in seated them- girls. . 
selves in the shade of some oShru'bbery had overheard "~ndeed he is." . 
every word of lfue conversation. . . . After. the -lunch 'box was ·packed and tied with a cord 

"That boy BiUy ioS a hero," the i'ady whispered softly,. the repast ,began' in earnest, and was enjoyed to the fuli'. . 
her eyes becoming misty. "~ow, chHd.r~n;. wait 'hereT'he boys ate like the sta·rved creatures they were, talk
quietly while I 'leave you for a few minutes. 1,f thOse' ing meanwhHe with· their. mouths full about how good 
little fellows slhould start to leave, detain them until I everything was,' and! What a wonderful "ffiend" that was 
~me."· who ·had! remembered them "wi'!i 'su-Ch a load of good 

"What are' you going to do, Mamma!" they asked to- thing.g.~' . . 
'gether. "Hus'h!" she said. ",Wait and see." She went off . "I 'guess it's God," was Billy's conclu·sion,' ioolting up 

. 'hastily, returning again with 'a smi-Ie oJ;!. her face. I\)h!rough the trees to the blue sky, as 'if to 'Solve tlle de-
"'Where have you !been, Mamma?" a.gtked one of .the 'lightfu'l problem. "He must ·care a 'Iot for us," said 

girls. ". . - ISammy, joy,0usly:. ,: .' . ", , 
"What ~akes you smile so?" a'sked the other. ~'He· does," and over Bi11y's plain face there came a 
· "Look," said she; "then you can guess." . radiance that was lovely to see.. .~. . 
What they saw was a .. negro 'Wad-ter from the ~irY ",Come, ch:Udren;" sai'd the lady, rising, '''1et us pass on.· 

, 

'. 
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We have learned our 'lesson. Tlbose little fetlows :belong 
to the slums; but they are diamonds, d:i'amonds .in the 
rough."-Gospel Herald. 

PRUDENCE 
"Woe unto them that are prudent in' .their own 

sight."-Is. v. 2, 3. 
o child, of ,God, arouse! We have ·apotheosized . Pru

d-ence and Caution long enou'gh. Prudence ·is a ·beautiful 
grace, 'but of all the family of .christian graces I Uke her 
the least, for she has 'been marrie'd SI() often to Laziness, 
Sloth 'and Stu.pidity. We have a -million idlers in the 
Lord,'s vineyards who prid-e· themselves on their prudtmce. 
"Be prudent,"'s'aid the disciples to Christ, "and ·stay away 
f.rom Jerusalem"; but .He went. i'Be prudent," said 
Paul's' fr.iends, "and look out for what you say to Felix," 
but he thundered away untH the ruler's 'kn-ees 'knocked 
together. In the eyes of ·the· world the -most imprudent 
men that ever lived were +'far-tin Luther, and John Otd
castle, and Bunyan, and Wesley, and Knox. ·:My opinion 
is that 'the most imprudent and ',reckless thing "is to stand 
still. It is weH to hear' our . commander's voice when he' 
says "Halt!'" but qui,te ·as im.portant to hear.it when he 
say·s "Forwa·rd!" This Gospel ship made to ·ploug·h the 
sea at fifteen· knots an hour, is not making three. Some
times it is more prudent to ride y{)ur horse slowly and 
pick out the way for his feet, and not ·strike him with th-e 
spur-s; ,but' when a !band of Shosonee Inrl·ians are after you 
in full tilt, the most pr-udent thing for you to do, is t{) 
plunge in the rowels and· put your . 'horse to a. full run, 
shouti.ng, "'Go 'long!" until ,the Rocky Mountains echo it." 
The foes of 'God: are ,pursuing ·us. The world, the flesh, 
and the devil 'are after us; ·and our wisest ·course is to go 
ahead' at swiftest speed. 

When th-e Chur.ch of God gets to advancing too fast, 
it will Ibe time enough to use cauti{)n. No need· of put
ting on the brakeS w~.ne going up hill. 'Do 'not let us sit 
do>vn waiting i{)r something "to turn up," !but go ahead, 
in the name of 'God, and turn i·t up . . The ·great danger to 
th-e Church now "is not sensation, but stagnation. Oh that 
the Lord, 'God would ·send a host of aroused and conse
crated men to set the Churc'h on fi.re, and :to turn the 
world upside down.' --":T. DEWITT TALMAGE 
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GEHAZI REBUKED FOR COVETOUSNESS 

purchased (Dan. 6:16,. 17; Acts 8:18-20). He was suffi
ciently honouT'ed when ~e was used of God to !brin;g ihealth 
and ,healing' to Naaman. {lliristians 'are !but stewards of ·the 

. grace of God (1 'Pet.' 4:10), and it is no"t a special mark of 
merit to pass along spiritual blessing to those for whom it ·is 
intended I(Luke 17:10; 1 Cor. 9:16; 2 Tim. 2:~). We ~ave 
nothing which we did not receive from G04 (1 Cor. 4:7), and 
the Holy Spirit !bestows His 'gifts in sovereign manner "to 
those who are -to adminislter them for the Lord: (Rom. 12:6-8; 
1 Cor. 12:4-11). EllilSlha desired no otiher reward llihan "the 
joy of hearin;g Naaman praise God ;(1 Thess. 2:19, 20). 
, Naaman's request to take back with him two mules' /bur" 

den o.f eartih with which to erect an ai"tar to Jehovaih In his 
own land .(Exod. 20:24) prolbalb'ly signifies -that the very 
ground -of Israel's i'and ihad beoome sacred to lhim.Certain 
places become invested with spiritua;l' slignificance.to us when 
they are associaJted with iholy ~periences. . We read that the 
Holy Spirit filled the house ~ere the disciples were 'gathered 
on the day of 'Pentecost (Acts 2:2). iNaaman would ever be 
reminded of his :great deliverance .·(Psa. 78:8'5; Isa. 17:10; 
2 Pet. 1:9; 3:1). . . 

Althoug1b Naaman was now f.\o wol'\Shipper of Jehovah, the 
Syrian' king whom he served was an idal'ater. It was 1Jhe 
duty of the captain of the host to accompany the king,and 
bow hi); head in tihe :heathen "tempie, but in ibis heart Naaman 
would be doing reverence to !the one ·true God. His tender 
conscience prompted ~im to as'k pardon for what milgiht ap~ 
pear ·to 'be an act of compromise. On the other hand, he 
m~g1bt better have severed Ihis connection completely with 
idolatry; We have not a;~l the facts, and it is diff1'cult for 
us ·'at tihis distan'Ce' to judge. A similar difficul"t situation 
faced 'Clhristian "teachers in the mission schools in Japan ;be
fore ·the last war. Compelled !by law :to order the whole 
sehool to bow before Ibhe image of the Emperor; many of the 

, tea'Chers complied with 1ihe fetter of the law, ~est the schools 
be closed altogether and no further opportunity 'given them 
to rea'Ch the children for the-Lord, but 'they counsel~ed the 
sohal-an; to bow in 'heart to ·tihe Lord God (Luke 13:51..:53). 
II. Naaman and Gehazi: A Deceitful Servllillt: verses 20-'27. 

Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, failed :to foHow' 1fue example. 
of hIs master, who ,ha;d refused to accept a reward for ser
vices rendered. DisobedIence to his master's eJi1pressed wiH 
was 'ilhe firs"t step in Gehazi's downfall. The cause of his 
diso'bedience was -the,over.powering desi-re for money; ·he cov
eted materia.'l tihings (,Matt; 6:38;. Luke 1"2:1'5; Eph. 5:3; 
!Co'l. 3:5; 1 Tim. 3:3). Godliness is not to be -used as means 
for private gain, a:lthough many do not ~esitate to exploit 
ll1en in the name of religion (1 Thess. 2:'5; 1 Tim. 6:5, 6). 
They f,leece ·the Sheep, instead of feeding tlhem, ·as a trUe 
S1hepherd d()es (Ezek. 34:2-10; 1 Pet. 5:2, 3; 2 Pet. 2:3; 
Jude 12).' . 

Naaman, . still .gratefu'l and humble, alighted from IbIs 
chariot' to meet EliSiha's servant and asked anxiously after' 
the prophet. 'His tender so'lici-tude should h'ave ·a Iesson to 
the mercenary servant, who did riot ~eserve such kind con-
sideration. _ 

'Gehazi was n()t· merely covetous, but he was also d~eit
luI (Jer. 48:10), attempting :to cover up his sin 'by ma:king 
three false stRtements: (1) ·'He pretended that Elijah had 
sent 'him. 'Modernistic preaehers make the same claim, 
alleging that they 'have been sent 'by "God ·(Jer. 1~:14; 23:21). 
(2) He asserted tihat EliS'ha needed the silver and cihanges 

. of r:aiment for :two young men, Sons ()f 'the ·prQP'hets. He 
feigned unselifiSlhness and -told ,a plausible story. ('3) On his 
return ·to Elisha, Ihe denied tlhat he had gone out. 

Elisha 'Was not deceived: as a proplhet he knew. wihat had 
Lesson Text: 2 Kings 5:15-27. taken place, for evidently 'God had revea;led it unto ihim. 
Golden Text: "·Be sure your sin wiU find you out." After rebuking' his servant f()r wOl"ldliness and covetousness, 

. -Numlbers 32:23. he pronounced the judgment:- ·the ,Plague of leprosy (Numb. 
I. Naamart and Elisha: A Humble Servant: ~erses 15-19. . 12:1, 10, 15), a pihy.sical un'Cleanness ~ich illustrates tihe 

N aaman, tihe captain of :the host .of lSyria, .miighlt ihave re- consuming moral .plague ()f sin. 'Gelhazi's sin did not go un-' 
turned ·to his own land immediately after "tihe miraculous punished; 'his 'sin found him out (Numb. 12:6-10; 32:23; 

2 Kings 15:5', Rom. 6:23). . '\ cleansing from leprosy. But ·his Iheart had been renewed, ·and 
the great man did not sihrink .from appearing !before the Daily Bi~le Readings' 
hum'ble man of God, as he had done. before, but, on the o'ther Jan. 2,4-,Punishmel1't 01 Conscience ....... : ......................... ,Gen. 4:8-15 
!hand, v()IuntariIy returned to make a confession of his faith Jan. 25-PuniSlhment of Jeal()usy ............. 1 Sam. 18:7-9; 31:1-5 
in God, to thank :tihe pr~phet ('Luke 17:15-19), and to reward •. Jan. 26-Punishment of Greed ............................................. Acts 5:1-11 
him. 'He paid due reverence to ,the prophet, since he now Jan. 27--':Punislhment Of Denia;l ....................................... Luke 22:54-62 
trusted the prophet's God (M·att. 10:40,41). Jan. 28-Punisnment of Betrayal ................................. !M.a:t't. 27:3-10 

EUsiha refused to ·a;ccept a rewaril for his sel'Vlices, (Gen. Jan. 29-Punishment of tihe 'Lost .................................... ,2 Pet. 2:9-14 
14:23), 'lest any s:hould tihink tihat 'the gifts' of God mi'glht be Jan. 3(}-JPunis'hment of Believers ..................... : ........ 2 Cor. 5:10-13 
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