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Kindling' Revival ,·Fires· 
M· ANY who pray for revival ~eem to expect ·a sudden fQr: greater ,dearth and' deep.er want.' He prayed that it 

opening of the heavens while a veritable deluge of migfi,t not rain for .tn.ree and a half years~ Elijah· sought 
'spiritual power and' biessing descends: upon the church. . the' discipline of Heaven u·pon a rebellious people; and 
Btif.i,t is dou'btful if ever a genuine revival came that shared, the privatio~s of t,hat d'iscipline in no small meas-. 
way. The manifestation of blessing may sometimes 'be ure himself. How ·almost unendurable to him, a.3 to others, 
sudden, 'but invariably there hJl:s been long preparation must the brazen s'kies of those th.ree and a half years 
for its coming. . have been! How weary must he have become' of .th.e 

Spring marks a revival in the natural world, but it scorched and barren fields, and of the gaping 'earth ~s 
does not c;ome ·suddenly. It is due to a changed relation it opened its parched lips in mute appeal for. :rain from 
of ·the earth to the sun .. When the sun's rays fab 'more Heaven! How hi-so bravely righteous soul must "have 
directly upon its' surface then the frost king flees away, suffered at the forced necessity for hiding frmn the' 
Th~ ice and snow gradually di·sappear; the earth re-' murderous Ahab until the time appointed! wpat a' fear~ 
spends to the warmer atmosphere about it; the sap rises ful price this 10yal'Plophet Pli'id' through the three and 
until itrea'ches the uttermost twig in the giant oak; the a half years of pati~nt waiti~g for revival! . 
buds appear; and then the p.lough-share turns 'back the . And. is rev'ival less easily promoted now than the~? 
soil, and opens the earth to the sun'·s re-invigo.rating rays. Can the hearts of men, without disci.pline or prjvaticin, 
The seed is cast into the ·ground, and 'presently the 'bar- suddenly be made tender? are tb.ere no . A'hli'bs and n.o. 
renfieldB are green. As spring ,advances into summer Jezebels to be' taken into account when we pray,"'O LOrd, 

.,:they ... become rich' with their golden harvest, and the revive thy 'work"? And can the three and a. h.alf ye~rs 
<branches of the trees are 'bowed with t'he weight of of 'persevering; self-sacrificing, faith, be conden!'led into 
l-uscio'us fruit .. The birds have'long since retqrned .from a week of prayer in January? or a few 'special servi'ces 
other climes, and fill the summer air with mus~c, as the conducted by a visiting preacher at some other seilson o~ 
flowers with fragrance - and this is revival. . . the year? Is God so fiekle that, having with'held His 

Not unlike the 'coming of spring is the advent of re- blessin'g 'from a people out o,f fellowship ;i1:ih Him, :He 
. viva! in the spiritual world. In. that realm, too, a new can suddenly.. be' induced to open the window:s. of heaven 
relation to Heliven must be esta'l,>lished. The 'ice must be' by a few pious .phra~es, or a few minutes of 'superficia~ 
dissolved, t'he trees must be pruned,. the fallow ground . reli'g-ious zeal? Are· there no inexora:ble laws 'of ·-the 
must be ibrO'ken up, the seed must !l:?e soWn - only then spiritual irealm? . Oan the sun :be tempted out of it~. or- . 
can real revival come. . And just as surely as the. fields bit? or can a mutual relation between earth and sun, 
oHhe'sluggard, who will not plou·gh by reason of the cold, which produces 'the frost of mid-winter, b~ igpored? And 
shall want the golden wealth,of 'harvest, so surely will the without sU'ch change,of relationship, can a reJigious. De- • 
religious slu·g.gard - whether Church or individual, wait cember be converted into. a summer day in June? Can 
in vain for' spiritual blessing. . churches, crippled and a'!most paralyzed with tne cancer 

"It may be well to th'in!k of one or two 'hi'hlicalrevivals; of world'liness and unbelief, be transfOl'·med in a· moment 
and consider how they were brought about. One of the ;into the picture of one. in ·buoyant health and prep.ared· 
outstanding revivals of Old Testament times was that as'a . bride for the 'bridegroom? Is the preaching that 
which marked the. ~.Iimax of Elija:h's prophetic ministry, .produces reviva.l l-ike a. p'hysiCian's phial of ~orphia.; an. 
when.the fire came down from Heav.en, and. 'but a short. opiate to ease the pain th'at follQwS ditl()bedience? .Or is 
time afterwards the skies were black with clouds, and it to be like t'hesurgeon's knife, sharper than 'any two- . 
there was a sound of abunclimce 'Of rain. . . ed.ged! sword? . .:.. ... .. ,... 
:B~tdid that revival come s,uddenly? We have the war- Can: the garden·of the La:fd do withoUt the plough" 

rant both of the New Testament and of' the Old for be-' share, or the pruning kitl-fe, and yet 'be ready in abound~' 
lieving tha,t"before Elijah prayed for .revival he prayed - ing' !beauty and fruitfulness for·the'Beloved to com~ into' . , . 
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His garden and ~t His "pl~ant, fruits?, Is it Gf any 
avail' fGr the SGuth wind to blow, without the awakening· 
Gf t'he 'wind from' the 'North?' Is'there no ,crOss in our 
religion, or is it only 'objective? M'ay we'have revival ,by 
merely b~lievlng that Christ was cruCified for us, while 
refusing to be cruCified with 'Him ? " ' 
, Who is wiHin'g to face three afi~ a :balf, years of 'ob- ' 
scurity:, of privation, of lpneliness, of Gblivion, 'of ooloquy, 
of ignominy, 'of ,hiding away from, Ahab? , . 

" Nor 'is thrs all. FGr a day cjf action mi.t'st'~nevitabJy 
folloW. ' Th'e' time' wi.ll come when the prea'Cher' .IRlust 
show himself to 'Aha:b, and lay .the ll"espoD:sibn~ty :'fGr a .. 
nation's bankruptcy. upoIi':the conscience of a wicked 
l,eade:r.. The ,time' must cQme when the r,eal troublers 
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, of Israel must.-be identified. It i~ necessary, to ca'st, up 
the 'highway, and ,gather Gut- the stGnes', to p~pare the 
way of the LQrd, and to ,'ID'akestrai~ht in -,the desert a 
bi'ghwayfor our'God. For t'h,i's phase of ,revival, CGur

,age, faith,fulne'ss, unswerving devotion to duty, ~re .. indi8-
.pensable. I , '_ " 

.' ".' am 'not ashamed of the gospe'"of Chrlst."-Romci!,~ .11,1 i." ',,' " ,',~ 
, ' '.', . . ' ... 

Nor need' we 'ever 'expect the fire, to f~ll from Heaven' 
while ther~ is no saeriflce upon 'which the fire may fall" 

. and no alt;tr upon 'which the ·sacrifice 'maY be laid.4 In 
many a life, in many it bbme, in many, a churcli:" the' , 
broken altar must needs be repaired, and the'"wood must 
be ,put upont'he'altar, and ihe'sacdfice upon the wood. 
The bullocks mu'st, for: a while, 'De harnessed to the' 

, plough,liut their ultimate place'is on the altar. NGfuntil 
then is the time to pray.. " " 0' • ' 

'Nor, is, it f~ttin'g that the prQphets of Jehovah should 
be 'COntent to the end of time silently to' submit to the 
insolence Gf the prGphets of B!la:I. .A- minister~ must 
'sometimes' magnify his offIce in the' name of the Lord, 
and! by the conviCtion of a c6nquering faith, dare to 
challenge, the world, the flesh and .the' devil; 'and to' put 
God to' the proof. W~en thi,s is done" a~d the miracle is 
ensured by trenches full Gf water that compel sU,per
natu'ral intervention;', then, iet us' repeat, it is tiome to 
pray. '" " , .' , ,', " ,,' -,." , 

lAnd ,wh,en for three ,and, a,half years a mari or a ,people' 
~ave. pr~yed: with every-facttlt'y o~ the.mind, with every 
emotion Gf the soul, with every drop Gf blood of 'the 'body, 

'and nGW at last 'the' altar is el'ected: and· the sacr,ifi~e 
',awaiting the fi.re,' a ' v,ery ,brief prayer will suffice in 
thaf day! And then 1ihe fire will come!' And then the 
Pl"9phets of 'Baal' must Ibe slain, and'all that :is ,false and, 
ignOble and ungodlike, must !be put to the sword. . Only 
then wi,Hthe ibraztlD 'skies 'be draped"with clouds and a' 
merciful Heaven, will stoop to quench the thirst, of those 

,whO' thirst' for God even a's the hart panteth after the 
water :brooks. - _ " :,', " ' " 
, All of, which" 'peing translated, mea~s, What? 'That 
whGever will sincerely pray, "0 Lord, revive thy work", 
must .resolve to' aCcept Heaven's stipUlations, and faee 
EUjah's three and a half years. Is -it a pastor who reads 

, these words? We, venture, to say that' we ought all of 
us thus to pray, ~ to detennine to face our difficulties, 
and to cOntinue'to wait upon God, ~nd to trust Him to 
lead us to' the brook ,Che~t:h or to the house in Zarephath:: 
until God's hour. shaH strike for the disCovery and re-

'movlil of Ahab and J ezebel and their prOphets Gf Baal. .-

, AdtlreeB O~: 
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are? ,The terms of revival' must ''be ,fulfilled no, matter 
what YGur situatiop -'Why not determine that they ~liall " 
'be' {lilfiUed where you are? '" " , ' 
, Again may we suggest that it' would ~lbe' d'ifficult to" 
find a pastor anywhere whGse, situation is niore difficult 
than that of the Tis~bite, or who personally is more 
lonely and, isolated, than' was Elijah. 'If God u'sed one 
man then 'He can use one.man now; and through one. 
man's'devotion, blessing may come to multitudes.' 
: In the-end ,'of b~e' cliaPter' Elijah, w.m nGt' 'be alone. 

Others, will herald .the', coming 'Gf: the, revival showers, 
and "'in the enjoyment- of the'ir' refreshing Elijah' may I~ , 
aU 'but . f~rgot~eJl, 'and ~ay: seemingly, have, but little' 
share. But ,what boots ,'it ?,Some day he will stand on 
the mount· with his': Master; A- cup of cord water shall ~ 
not' :go, unrewarded, and,Whoeyei' will ,build for that dlty 
of ·trial, go'Id; silver, and precious stones, 'shall receive a 
crown 'of ll"i~hte0U:sIiess which fadeth ~ot awa~. " 

:. I •• 

LETTERS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 
, During the past week 'mimi letters' have, peen received 
'in the GOSPEL,WITNESS Gffice.;'We"are~always pleased, to 
see that the mailman is WE!'~I-loaded down with miil!, 
Especially halTe 'we Deen grati.fied to ',see that numbers Gf .' , -... 
new, subscri,ptions have been, sent in and that 'GUr, re~~ers 
have captured the spirit of "optimism 'and enthusiasm 
which' will ,make'1955 Uie best year on 'record. As each 
day passes, we are more confident that our goal of 2,000' 
new ,'subscriptiGns' for the 'year' will be exceeded. ' Con-
tinue to,~o',y~ur J)art!--:L.K:~.' ", " . 

, Why; brot'her ,pa'stor, .leave the' churcl1 you have ,in the 
hope of finding a better GI)e?Seek revival wher~ you are . 

, It were wiser to 'bear the iUs you,have tha~ fly,to 'othe,rs 
, ,that you know not of. Probably the'altar will have to ,be 

.Downwal'd in brea'!mge, in crushi~g, in 'grirtding, in 
, making into dust, we, ,mu~tgo, for this' is the way to be 

made strong in the Lord; and in the power of., His might. ' 
-The doeath of self is the life of grace. ' ' ' 

, restored wherever you go-Why not rebuil~' it Where you . . . ,- . , " ' . ~. 'H. ISPU,RGEON 
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,-The: Election' ·of ,a, New 'Pope" 
I 

OstentatiOJ;i and Great Claims on a False Premise Possible For,One Cardinal to Make the EJection 

By DR.l :So ROWELL, Vict~ria, BJ9. 

THE. election 9f a new Pope is 'an event o(gr~~t im- _This reveals .sOm"ething of' the' exclusi~e policy 'of the 
portance. To Choose the man who is -to wear th~ 'Roman, Church in gratiually narrowing' down the' po~ers 

papal tiara, the" three crOWD'S of the popedom, must be so and privi1i~ges of election of a new pope to a' few; the car-
" considered,. _ . 'd'ih.als, the so-called' Prin~es of the ,C~urch. 

.: With th'e recent reports ,.from the Vatican, 'telling of 
- the possible early demise of thepr.esent Pope, and the 
pre'SS giving frequ'ent 'bulleti!ls, concerriing his fluctuat

, ing healtl)., the'impression given is,that there must ·S90J?. 
come the election of a..new -Pope'. -.' " ' 

.Blasphemous 1;'ides 

Civil Pow~ 'Excluded 
-. ,o;ce it was' a custom _"thai po Pontiff: &'houici' 'be . 
aclplowledged· as' sucli" withput theconfi~tion of tl1e' . 
civil.poWers. The "Civil Veto" ·was.denounceQ !by Pope- • 
Pius X, in' 1.0904, where he claimed "absolute ,freedom •.• ' 
by the removal of all extraneous ,interference.... The con-

. The Roman Cllurch has ,~blished the: titles claimed 
f~r \ her- Popes. 'These-are given Iby -the Roman ,priest, the 
Rev; J. ,Balmes, in his book, "Eul'opean Civilization", ~ho . 
give.s as his authority,. St. Francis de Sales. ,The reader 
\8 urged to ponder the implications' of these titles as 
given to mortal man. The following are some of them: 
"Most 'Holy Bishop of the ICatholic' Cnurch";, "Most Bless
ed Lord"; "IChi.ef of the 'C'htirc~ iii.' the World"; "Vicar_ of' 
Jesus Christ;" ''''l'he iSovereign Pontiff"; u.A:braham ,by' 

I the Patriarchate"; "'Melchised~ 'by ordination"; "Mos,e.s 
by authority~'; "Samuel 'by jurisiiiction"; "Peter by 
power~.';. "Christ by 'unction"; "The :Supreme See whicp 
'cannot" be judged:by any other." (,p. (23). -

These assumed titles: bl~sphemouslY cl,aiined, give a. 
pretended' importance to the popeciom and consequently 
to ~he election of a new pope: , 

If the dia'gnosi'S of the -doctors, and reports from the 
'Vatican, be correct, then, in the near .future, some fifty, 
or mote Cardinals will be 'writing pn their ballots, . "EUgo 

. ,-in summum' Pontificem reyeren'dissim1:1m" dominum' 
meum' cardinalem ... "; "I ch'oose' as sOvereign' .pontiff 
the very reverend 'Carclinal : .. ", giving:th,e name' of his, 
choice: ,. ' . 

The l\{an~er of Electing a,'!pope 

clusion to '4is statement, reads: ' . 
"Finally, we vehement1y exhort, in 1Jhe same words •• 

those used by 9Ur predecessors 11h'at in the 'elecUon of the 
pontiff, they_ pa,y no attention whatevtllr to the appeals of 
secular princ~ .or other worldly.-~~iderati~~... (LarDed) 

Elecuon Could Be M~de By One Cardinal l' 

In 'the Roman Chu.rcb, the people have no say, the 
prfe&t's 'have nosa~, and the bIshOpS have n'O say; since 
election to the. popedom -j's within the limits of the ~r
dinalate. Roman Ecclesiastical Law states the possi.oii
ity of just o!le ca:rdinal electin'g a Pope, who wptild then 
r.eign over her miHipns of members. lma'gine' one- man 
being ·able to elect another 'man to a1). office, giving him 
the designation -".our Most Holy Lord" (Sanctis8imp 
l)ominu8 n08ter; Ca.n. et Decret. Concil. Trid.) ,- "Christ' 
by ~ unction," and for the mHljons of th.e Roman 'Clrurch 
to have rio voice at aU in such 'election. Here is the au
thority' for the possibility of one cardinal electing a 
pope, as given in i'E'lements of E'Cclesi~8tical: Law"~' 

. quot~ above: 

!The ,manner of electing popes has val'ied through the 
year~.T'he, Roman 'Church, in .her Ecclesia!stical Law, , I 

says:, 

"If in the cou~e of the el~tiori; .. a' cohsid~ralble number 
of the. cardinals should withdraw :from the. conclave, RE
FUSING 10 PARTFCIPATE iN THE ELECTION, the 
RIGHT OF ELECTING THE PONTIFF would .devo'lve 
on the· remai:ping cardin'als, even though Ibut ·two; nay, 
EVEN IN CASE ,BUT ONE WERE LEFT.'~ (ut supra,p. 
1(7). ' 

Italians ',Favored 
''We ask, 'W!hat ,persons have, ·at various times, exer

cised ·the power to elect th~ Sovereign,'Pontiff? We ra
'ply: 1, At flirsir-i.e. fr~m the time of 'St. Peter to Pope 
'S't. ·Sylvester 1-1Jhe right to elect the Roman Pontiff was 
vested in the iSenate of the Church of the City of Rome. 
This' .senate, which ·was instituted iby :St. Peter !himself,· 
was composed of twen~y--four priests and de·acons ... · ,("Ele
ments' of . Ecclesiastical Law," :lby Rev •. S. B. Smith, B.D.; 

, formerly Professor of Canon Law; 9th Editn.; Benziger 
Bros.;.p.1(5). ;i 

To say that· a Senate of twenty-four priests and qeac
ODS was -instit~ted by Peter himself is without any 
shadow of, proof what~oevei. HQwever, lack of ,proof 

" dOes not 'bother the Romah C\1urch; 'She just states' it, 
.~nd expects it to be believed. . . ' , 

The same aut~ority -goes on to say that, 'later, ":the 
entire" Roinan clergy and .people were also admitted to 
the election of the Ponti,ff;" and then; for some 300 
y~rs, tempOral rulers s'hared in such· el~t.ions. He con
cludes 'qy a!ddin:g, i:tFinally Pope ~exander III. (ann. 
1178) reserved the 'right of electing the 'Pontiff ex-

- elusively to the ca·rdi:nal'S.~ 

The Roman Chu·rch has laws ~nd regulations worded 
to satisfy 'her -people, hut 'SO plan:Qed that the people have 

, no. s~y in the 'gove.rnmental affairs of theix: 'chuI.:ch; Canon 
Law affirms that nationality does not enter, as a con
sideration, into the election. Is it not str.ange, 1;'hen, that 
none but Italians have been elected to the 'popedom for 
the "'past long perion of more ,than four hmidred years, 
'that is, since Adrian VI? This 'is pointed out in !1 Rom-

. anist publication,' giving information drawn from f'Le 
Vatican et le M onde" >by London· and Pichon, Where we 
.read: ' 

"Nationality, 8,CCording to the canon law, .plays' no part. 
In the Middle -,A'ges there were French, German, and Brit
ish popes, as weH as ItalHan, 'but the Renaissance estaib
lisbed THE ITALIAN, TRADITION, and. -after the elec
tion of, the 'Dutchman Adrian VI in 1522' THIS'TRiADI- , 
TION HAS NOT BE'EN BROKEN." . 

("The Vatican Yesterday - Today - Tomorrow: . 
by G~orge Se1d~, 'p. 94). 

A:' Pope Cannot EleCt ais SuccesSor 
·The late$1; report, 'through the "Central -p,ress Cana-

, 
II', -! 
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dian", states ,Cardinal Montini, archbishop of Milan, is 
believed to be the Pope's choice as a successor in the 
event. of hi's death. Cardinal Montini recently received 
his r('!rl.hat at the Vati'can.'! ("Daily Golonist,"'.Vi~toria, 
B.C., Dec. 23, 1954). However, the Ecclesiastical Law 
of the R~man ChurCh deals with this point in a . definite 
manner: 

"329.' Q;lGan tlhe 'P'ape elect his successor? A.' The 
P.ope is prohilbited from electing his successor, not only 

.' by .ecclesiastical hut a'lso by divine 'and natural law; and 
· SUCH ELECTION WOULD BE NULL AND VOID. Hence 
tlie Sovereign Pontiff could not, even witlh the cOlllSent'.of 
the cardina'ls rvaHdly _ issue' a cona-titution authorizing a 
Pop.e to elect or appoint his successor." . '. . 

, ("Elements of Eccl. Law", as aJbove, vol. I, p.1(6) 
'. . 

Of. c.ourse! it is supposed, a Pope could give astron'g 
en6ugh . sug~estion a~" to who, his choice mi'ght be, -and 
this,c'olild poss·i'bly influence' the cardinal electors. It 
could be, that a: cardinal appointed to the United ·StateS 
of America might be chosen, so as to appeal to the West
ern Hemisphere; on which' s·phere ,the Roman 'Church is 
focusing attention. -

. , 
_ . When· a Pope Dies 

'. When a pope dies, the body is' borne, as is ·stated by 
George Seldes, to St. Peter~s, and placed in the chapel 

. of the Bless'ed Sacrament, ·while' NOble Guards stand at 
, ea:ch corner with drawn swords. The flags of the offi~ 

ci"al.buildingsare at half-mast.. In the midst of all the 
pomp; the cOl'pse is dress'ed in red cha'suble embroidered 
with· ,gold, ,red slippers, and red gloveS, a white paUium 
with black· cross, and a golden, mitre. The 'body is placed 
in· a triple coffin, cyprus, lead, and elm. An elegy is read· 

" '''~n tender and magnifi.cent Latin, recounting the .princi
pal.acts of the pontificate, and this parchment is placed 
a(t;he feet of the pope." 

Cardinals Summoned to the Conclave 
'Provi'~iong. ~nd directions regarding the election of a 

new pope are made by eccleS'iasticallaw, which states: 
'.' ':'Jlinmediate'ly 'upon the deatJh of a Pope tJhe cardinals 
. , are' to Ibe convoked; all inust be summoned, erven ,those w.ho 
.. are a1bsent, excommunicated; suspended, or interdicted; 

'. 'a'lso cardinals lbut re<!!ently created, tJhough not yet in
, vested witlh the "insignia CJf tJhe cardinalate. The, cardi.n· 
· ,als pres'ent must ordinarily wait ten days :for the arrivaiJ. 
of those who are aba-ent." (ut supra"p.' 1(6).' . . ' . 

Cardinals, in Conclave 
"This begins with "the mass of the Holy .spir~t", in 

either. the 'Sisiille or the 'Pauline 'Chaopel, when all cardin
als must participate. Later the cardinals enter 'I1he con
clave 'in 'proces'sion, dres'sed. in violet. "They sit on their· 
thrones aIi-gned to the right and left of ·the choir, each 
throne covered Iby a baldachin, emfbletn of soverei'gnty." 
Once the cardinals enter the ,conclave; they are not at 
Jib~rty to leave it before the election is over: .'. 
" There have been three forms of election, Ibllt 'the method 

usually adopted is by ,scrutiny, (.from the Latin, scrutari, 
to 'examine). E'a<;h of the voters registers hi's vote by 
ballot, which, for the election of a pope, must be :by sealed 
b~llot .. Before the voting, tlir~e cardinals are appointed 
to:.~~t a.s scrutineers. "'The candidate who receives the 
votes of two thirds of all the cardinals 'Present in the 
c(indave ii canonical'ly Pope." . 
. Each '~ardinal Writes the."n~me of- his candidate on the 

ballot, which' is" folded, sealed, and! depositedhy the voter 
hiIJlseif in.a ch~lice placed on the altar for that purpose. · .',.. .., , 

.. 

The 8C1'utineers superintend the voting. When all votes 
· have been cast, the results are' announced. After the 

chalice has been shaken to_mix the ballot 'papers, the first· 
scrutine.er ta.-kes one {)f the votes out of the chalice, and 

· simply looks at or ascertains the name of the cand.idate 
voted for; he then hands' the ballot to the second scruti
neer, who likewise, having merely seen the name on it, 
passes it tot'h~ third scriltineer, by· whom the name is 
a;udfbly 'announced to the cardinal,s. In' this manner all 
the 'ballots are annoum:ed! one iby one. If no 'Cardinal ol'e~ -
ceives the requis,ite two-thirds vote, they. 'continue to 
ballot until some candidate receIves two thirds of all the' 
votes. By receiving two-thirds, the successful candidate 
is, by thi's fact, canonically elected Pope. The ·coronatiori. 
of a 'Pope does' not invest .him. with authority, because 
thai is ,his, according to 'Romal]; ec~shistical law, from 
the moment of tire election.' (:See "Eleinents of Eccles. 
Law"). ' 

!The successful candidate is then asked if he will accept 
· the· dignity. Upon its acc.;epiance, the oth·er cardinalA 

lower the emblems :of their sovereignty, the baldachins 
:whicli ·have crowned them. The'new pope then gives the 
name by ·which he diesires' to be' known. Followiii.g this,. 
the pope retul'ns to the Sistine ,Cha'pel for the first ~'bed
i~nce of the cardinals, who render untO him their homage 
as the new "Vicar of Christ on earth". . . 

\ . . 
The Pope Announced 

In the words' of George Seldes,: "Outside, in -Saint 
Peter's Square, the' mob has waited patiently. ISuddenly 
it, sees a tall crOss of sparkling ·gold advancing on the 
loggia :with a preIate in violet, the head of the' order of 
cardinal deacons, behind -it. He stretches 'Out 'his hands 
and silence follows. "I announce a great joy; we have Ii . 
pope, the most eminent and most l'everend Lord . . .' He 
then pauses 'befor~ announcing the name of the cardinal. 
The moho shouts, "Evviva iI. papa." Silence' i·g. restored 
and the 'Cardinal-deacon continues, 'Who has taken the· 
name of . . .' The former 'cardinalo appears "IN THE :. 
SOVEREIGN MAJE~STY. 'OF ,. THE PONTIFICATE, 
bea.rin'g 'his neW power withou·t. fear of pein'g crushed Iby 
it." ("The Vatican" etc~, p .. 96J. . 

What <blasp'hemoll's titles are these! 'Given to one who 
professes to be the representativ.e of the M'eek and Lowly 
Jesus, Who is our Saviour and' TRUE LORD; and yet 
this one, the Pope, claims to be "'THE MOST EMINENT 
AND THE· MOST REVEREND. LORD," and "THE 
SOVEREIGN MAJESTY OF;' THE ·PONTIFIC.A:TE." 
N-o wonder the Apostle p.eter, ~o termed himself "an 
elOer", warned ·all others, "-Neither as <being lords over 
GOq'S heritage; ibut being exaqlples to the flock." (I' 
Peter 5 :·1-4). . 

Ostentation Based 'on it False Premise 
The ostentation in the election of 'popes has 'been hased 

on the false statement 'already q~oted, v·iz. "th.e right to 
~lect the Roman Pontiff was ves,ted in the Senate of the 
Church of the ,City of Rome. .This Senate, which was 
instituted hy St. P·eter himself, :was "composed of twenty
four priests and deacons." ("EI'ements· of Ecc!. Law'; as 
above.) There ·is not a shred of .Scriptul'e or hi'story to 
prove. this; and yet the Roman Church deceives her peo
ple into believing it. She' builds on a lie, and demands 
the faith of misguided men and. women . 

". Apostolic Succession ~~ Wicked P~pes 
:The Knights of Columibus, i~ trying t-o. explain Why 
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millions call the Pope "Holy.Father";,'acknQwled-ge, !'We THE PAST WEEK IN JARVIS STREET 
find the answer, of course, not necessarily in the holiness Usually we tell our readers of the work of the Lord's 
of the man himself, ,but in his Christ-given office." (See Day in Jarvis Street. For the .sake of variation, we s'hall 
Maclean'8 Magazine, March 1, 1949). rhe Roman.Church mention the meetings of the ,pa·st" week: 'On Tuesday the 
has found- it neceSsary to state this someWhat frequently, Bioble School teachers and 'workers gathered for the 
since the vile -living and utter wickednes's of a number weekly conference. Nearly one 'hundred gathered to coli
of the 'popes is a ma·tter of history. The Bishops of the sider'S; forward program for the school. .. Mi," Sanniel 
Council 9f 'Constance made this 'pronouncement regard- . Tulloch, who will ,graduate from the.Seminary this year, 
ing Pope John XXIII, "From the tim~ of his youth' he lias' aCcepted an invItation to do the work of Bible School 
hath evermore 'been a man of.m disposition, unshame- . worker and church·visitor. This appointment, together 
faced, unchaste, unh'onest," etc. '(Art. contr. John xxiii. with 'an o'bvious air of expectancy on the part of the 
in Cancil, Constant., etc). . . workers, makes us think that this year will be the great-

,Such 'outstanding histor.ians ~ndi writers of ~e Roman est in the history of a great Bi'ble ISchool. .. .. , . 
Church as Laobbe and Cossart, who were· Jesuits; Platina; On Thursday ni'ght at 8 o''elock Greenway Chapel was 
once VatiGan H'brari-a~; Du Pin, aI).d others tell the awful the scene of the reguI-ar Thursday ni'ght lecture .. Since 
story of the depravi,ty of many of the popes, who ,were .. the lecture 'is included in this issue of THE 'GOSPEL WIT
supposed to Ibe the successors of Peter, and through whom NESS, we will ma'ke no comment but simply let the -lecture 
apostolic succession is, s'aid to have come down to modern spea'k for .itself. We will say that anyone who is in the 
. popes. These wicked popes include Sergius III, A.D. 904; vicil;lity of Toronto and is free on Thursday ni'g'h,t should 
Pope John X, 915; John XII, 956; Boniface VII,. 974; avail. themselves of the opportunitY 'of attending this 
John XIV, 984; Benedict IX, ~033; .A,lexander VI, 1492; meeting. '. 
Leo X, ,in 1513; and many.more. From all reports, we have con:cluded that the -Saturday 

Wicked fle May B~, But Sltill He Is Pope 
'Even though acknowled'ging that. popes have been 

wiCked, licentious and vile, a's Romish hIstorians do, the 
ROman church !!Iaims th'at her apostolic succession flows· 
throug1dhis corrupted stream. IIi a Romish pu.blication; 

. issued hy .Benziger Brothers, "Printers to t1J.e Holy A:pos
toIic See", and "With the Imprimatur of the Most Rev. 
Archbishop of New York-John M.Farloay," this state-
irient is made: . 

. "When Christ instituted the Papacy ... 'He left it-pos
sihle' even for the Head of His Church to faU into sin, and 
to dishonor the sublime office ... If a reigning Pope ,be a 
sinful man, the Papacy remains the same: a divine insti
tution." (See "The Glories and Triumphs of the Catholic 
Churcil," p. 50). . . 
·Since this !Work, carrying the Nihil Obstat of the 

Roman Church, says: "If the 'reigning Pope be a sinful 
man," and many of them 1J.ave 'been; and s,ince Cardinal 
Baroniu'S classified t1J.e wicked popes as "many monsters 
horrible' to Ibehold," what kind 'of a 'church is this Roman 
church which dares to call such men ,by the exalted term, 
"Vicars of Chl'ist", which· 'glorious title 'belongs to one 
only, and that one The Holy. Spirit of God? 

From such blasphemy,· and stich intrus!on of err.ing 
mortals 'into the Office of the Holy Spi,rit, may the Lord 
deliver us.' 

THE PAPACY 
• I,n . 

The Light of Scripture 
By DR. T. T, SHIELDS 

night prayer tneeting was a high point in the week. ·.Goo!! 
'num'hers attended and a f-ine spirit was evident. 

'The attend.ance at Bible IS'chool was 'a'bove that of one 
yeaI' ago. The preachers on the Lord's Da,y were Mr·, 
Slade and Mr. Cole. In. the morning Mr., S~ad~ .made a 
strong .. app(lal to those who h.ad lost comrnunio.n w.:ith th:e 
L9rd. Six responded to the invitation - tbr.ee for. salya
tiQn, two for baptiSim 'and onl;! for- meinbership. In the 
eyening Mr. Cole preached on "The Trophies of Grace", 

::The whole week was one for which the people of Goq 
are thankful. -L.K.T.· . 

WE ARE STILL W AITINGI 
In 'THE :GOSPEL WITNESS of December 30, 1954, we 

cnallenged the Editor or corres·pondent. of the' Roman 
Catholi'c paper, The Ensign, to prove the. tr.uth of a state
ment that appeared on the front page of. their journal. 
The Victoria correspondent, Mr. Tony Dicl{ason, had 
wl'itten the following about the B.C. separate schoo,! 
question, -"Agitation is mounting ,in this capital (i.e.,. 
Victoria), even q,mong 'some non-Catholic groups, to ob~ 
tain relief from the 'double taxation' Catholic parent.!! 
must now 'pay for education of their children in E.C.'! 

We sent a 'marked copy of that. is·sue of the '.pap,er to. 
both The En8i.gn. and their Victor.ia correspondent: Be~ 
fore' us we 'have the ,post office receipt indicating that 
they were registered on December 30, 1954, under.num
ber 206 and 207. Therefore these men have had THE 
GOSPEL WITNESS in their hands for nearly two weeks .but 
still we have received no reply . 

'Perhaps a reply may yet come 'but we think not! We 
venture to say t'hat those who have sought to. foist their 
educational system upon B.C. are the Archbishop of Van:.. 
couver, his fellow Bishops and priests, "and perhaps ·,the 
Knights of Columbus. By no conceiva1ble stretch of the 

A clear discussion of the Papacy, with quotations 
from Roman Catholic authorities. Should be 
read by evc:ry-Protestant! 

/ imagination 'can these he described as "non Catholic 
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iJ groups". Any Protestants, if there are any, who suppOrt 
such a move should 'be ashamed of t1J.emseIYes. " 

If The Ensign sends no .reply, we can. only conclude that 
the paper is guilty of shaping news to suit its-own ends'. 
Such procedure on the part of se'cular journals is. in bad 
taste; if followed by religious journ~ls, it .is Gontempt
ible .. Perhaps we 'are judging prematureiy;'but we"""ilre 
still waiting ·for that reply! .......:l-.K;.T; ... 
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Snatching S~~ners 'F.rom' the~ City "of De$truc:ti<ln,' 
A Selmon "y ~ Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

',' '.' 

Preached in,Jarvis Street Church; Toronto, Sunday Morning, September 4th, ,1~27 
, (Stenographically Reported) , ' 

w..... . . . 
• -. . .' -.' I ". . 

" "(Thia' aermon is taken ,'from 'our fHes of hitherto unprinted sermonS, and, is ·:printed verbatim as deUverecL Dr. Shields 
, ' '. has had no opportunity either to see or revise it Since its delivery). 

, 1 

, "And when the momin'g arose, then the &.n'gels haStened Lot, sayin'g, 'Arise, take 
thy wife, and thy two daughters, ·which are here; les·t thou be conspmed in the dniquity 
of ·~e city. . . , . ' 

"And while he lin'gered, tlhe men ~aid hold 'Upon /his han{t, and upon !the hand of
lrls wife, 'and upon the hand of his two daughters; the Lord being merciful unto him:' 
and they brought him forth, and set him wi,thout Ibhe city."-Genesis 19:15, 16.' . . . . . . . 

THE Apostle Paul enjoined his son Timothy to "prea~h AND HIS FAMILY OUT OF THE MIDST OF THE OVERTHROW 1 
, , . the word", to be· "instaJ),t in season, out of season". TheY' were not men, they were.'angels. from heaven; and 

He "himself declared that when he went to Corinth he. they 'did not think it to be beneath {heir dignity "to en
was deterInined: not t() know ,a:nything among them' save gage in the ,business of rescit'ing Lot and his family from 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified. He said also, "Tliis is ·peril. There are a 'good many peOple, who are so digni-. 
a ,faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, tliat f.ied that they are u.na'ble to do anything for the Lord. 

,Ohrist Jesus came into the world to save sinners." When, I think it is a.trick of the devil:to get even true !believers 
the Pharisees murmured at 'our Lord hecau'se He received sometimes so confined with their conventionalism that 
sinners and ate with them, He announced 'the purpose o.f theybave' no. freedom to 'dbeythe voice o.f the Spirit, or 
His coming into -the world by saying,' "The Son of man' to do that thing which. God requires o.~ them. There are 
is come to seek and to save that which was lost." 'That some "churches that pride themselves upon the 'quality o.f 
ought to be the subject of every' sermon, the ()Ibj,ect of their membersh,ip - :by whiCh theY' do not mean 'their 
every preacher's ministry. It iS'for this the church is .spiritual quality; they measure them rather ;by the size 
Jaft in· the worlid, that we should Igo into all the world of their purses, ~nd by the character of the neighbolir-
and ·preach the gospel unto every creature. hood in which they live. ',' 
. We .observed'in ou,r 'lesson this morning that the Old 'There' are a good, many very orthddox ·people whose 

Testament is full ,o'f the ,gospel, that "Abraham- believed ,orthodoxy is so digni'~ied that it is o.f, no v'alue to any
God, and it was ,counted unto h'im for' ri'ghteousness." ;~ody., ',I remem1ber ~y late friend, Dr. A. C. Dixon, who 
And here in ·this story of the'destruction of tliewicked has"gone home to glory, telling me this story. When he 
'cities of the pI~iD. we have a stri,king' illustrati9D. of th~ was. pastor of' the 'f·irst Baptist Chur$ 'in Baltimore....:.., 
,grea~ principles which underlie ,the' operation of the I think it wa's the First Church, 'one of the chufrches in , 
church's min'istry. ISodom and 'Gomorrah are said to :be . Baltimore at any tate -' he went out to preach 'the gos
"set.fo.rth for an example, suffering the vengeance of p~1 on t:he stl'e~t. ,Gathering.acorp.pany of, people with 
~ternal 'fire". You are familiar with the story, h,oW':three him, he went down to one of the poorest neighbourhoods, 
men came 'to Abraham's tent as, he sat ,in the tent door in the city and took up 'his stand o.utside of one of the 

, in the heat of the day. It' was summertime - but Aibra- . 'saloons to preach. ~ The deacons of the church heard of 
ham was about his Mal!!ter's busine~s even, in' the 8'\UD- it - they'dold not -go with h'im, ,but· they heard of it! 
mertime. 'The LOrd renewed His prom'ise to Abraham, Very. shortly afterward, kind'ly /but diplomatically, they 
'and then ere He departed told him the object of His-vi'sit, said to him, "We do: not 'like'this new [move of yours." 
that He had come down to see ~ether these wicked cities' 'What new move do. you not li'ke 1" Dr. Dixon enquired. 
had do.ne "altogether accordin'g to the cry of it". lIe was "Tnis ,going slumming, carrying the gospel down' into 
going down into Sodom to conduct a personal investiga- the poor d'istricts of'the city. You are the pastor o.f. this' 
tion into. the conditions 'of the city, and He would ikno:w church, you are OUt; representative; and' o'f course w'her-
whether they 'hald done "altogether according to the cry ever you 'go, this church goes; and all you do reflects , 
of it'~. -Then you'remember A-braham' prayed, prayed upon this church.", "But," said he. "'brethren, what, 
that' for the sake of the righteous eVJm the wicked might objecti~n havEl yo.l:1 to that 1" ")v ell," they replied, "we, . 

"/be spared, and the angels came to 'Sodom, and ,here we ' think it is rath.,Jr Ibeneath the di'gnity of the pastor of ' 
, have an acco~nt of how they brought Lot and his daugh- the First Baptist Church, of Baltimore, to engage in 'that' 

tel's out of the city.' It is a fine eXample, a fine ,Ulustra- ,kind of, evang~lism"! Dr: Dixon repUed, "'I stJ,ould ,be 
tion of' personal evangelism.· , !lOrry, Ihrethren, to d,rag your tiignity. 'into the dust; but· 

I' desire this morn'ing, to speak of the 'missio.ners. of the fact is 'I have nev~r tho.ugb.t very much about d,ig-
tuir message, and o'f their methods.' , nity. 'I tell you what I will do, ,I wiIl consult the Book 

8.Ibout it. You 'know I am always guided !by what the 
.Scriptures'teacP, 'and'if I find that the Scriptures teach 
it 'is 'beneath the dignity of a. preacher to preach the gos
pelon the s~reets" I will ,not do 'it. I will find out how 

. I. 
:WHO WERE THESE MISSIONERS WHO WENT TO ,SODOM TO 

~C~~~ TO TH~ PEOrLE THEIR DANGER, AND TO BRING ,LOT 

. , 

'0 , 

,~ 
( 



, 

" 

I:. 

l· 

" 

. . janrutnr 13, 19,55 'THE GosPEL WITNESS an~f ~OT~ANT AbVQCATE_ . 
. I •. . • 

(2293)',7 -

.' . 
dilgnified I ought to be." : A' short time afterward:he a. san'itary measur~ to ~eanse the ·earth of its presence, 

called the hrethren together and said, "I am now able to and yet into that deti ·of iniquity, into that place· that was .. 
give. you an answer ·.to' your objection ~o my prea'¢ling in a,hilt of heH on earth, the very angels went' to save 
tlie p~or.districts. If I recall our previo~s conver~tion sinners.' ,- , ... .,. . 
r'igh tly,' you ~.bj ected. Ibecause it was not di!gni;fied." The " And we have ·a still 'hi'gher -Example than I tb t: our 
deacons explained. that they tboit·ght·the staridards of the Lord Jesus Himself d'id the same thin'g. And yaure-

· church should he' maintained, .and {hat his going and member the Pharisees. ,Si~on i·s a typical. church mem
prea~hi·ng. in -the poor districts would refl~t u·pon the ber! He would do for a deacon, in some churches, so pre
churc.h! "Well,'" said Di". Dl~on,"I··ha.ve .looke'd into cise, so good, so .pious! He' made a supper, and tlioug~t 
the. Boolt,' and find this is what the Bible says' a,bout dig- ,he was condesCending somewhat when he invited the 
nity: -'FoHy'is set in gr-eat dignity, and the'rich. sit in Loz:d Je.!3u,s to have dinner with· him.' He invit~'d Christ. 
low place'; an'd I have decide'd, 'bret~ren, that I am not " 'just as some people invite:the 'preacher, so that_ t~ey may 
anxious to !be_ dignified, 'because the' more dignified I iiispect' him a little more closely: "If I Can only get him 
~m; the bigger'1:001 I',become, so I am going on-Ipreacliing into ,my: 'house, to sit. at my table, I shalilbe alble to 'judge 
the gospel on the street." There are a 'gte~t many' people whether ·he is a real prophet or not"!- Then you remem
so di'gnified that -they cannot stoOp. to do the' particular _ ber' how the poor woman of the street came '~n', and how 
work that· God has 'given them to 40. I Here .you find ,She anointed! Him with ointment, how she !baUted His 
'angels of the 'glory going down to S:odom to dea1 wit'P feet' with' her tears, and wiped ,them with the hairs! of' 
:Lot an'd his family. . , '. her head. WOmen-~ould not do that nowadays'! But this 

Then once' more.: they exercised. thetr ministry in a woman did, and the Phar'isees said,' "This man" if he were 
very low part of the'city" '- it 'was 'aU low, in 'fact - a prophet, woulid have 'known- who and What manner,of. 

- among a lot of wicked.folk, , TheY'were far 'from being woman this is that toucheth :him: for she is 'a-sinner. _ 
respecta'ble by any standard 'by which they. might .·be And J esu's answering s'aid .unto him, Simon, I 'have some-

. judged. But even 1!he angels who veil their :fa.c~. in what to say untO tJhee. And he saith, M~st-er; say. on . ,. .. 
- the 'presence of the Holy One actu~lly ·went. dowri into I entered into thine house, thou-·gavest me no water for 

th;e ril'idst' o'f Sodom to preaCh' t'he g,?speI, and to seek to my. feet: ~ut she hath washed my feet witl;J. ,tears, and_ 
.bring those who were'in danger out in.'to a place at safety. wiped them with the hairs of her. head. Thou gavest me 

-'I know of one church that .boasts-they have not a single no 1ciss: D~t th'is woman 'sinc~ the time I came in hath 
. undesirable in their membership - and I have' hea,z:d it not ceased 'to kiss mw feet:· My head with ·oil thou didst 
· said of Jarvis Street again and, again that nbw we'have not'anoirlt:"but tli1S woman hath anointed my'feet with 

'nothing ibut the "riff-ra:ff" 'here: I tell you this, that in ointment - you .. omitted 'the ordinary couz:tesies -of Hfe; . 
the day that any church neglects the 'poor 'an'd the out- but this 'woman is a more perfect lady than you are:a 

· C8,St', in that day they part company w'ith the ·presence of gentlem.:an. _I know who she is,--a~d I came to save just 
the 'Lord: .'''Ye have the pQor with you always,.and when- such· people. as she." And He saved her, and, forga,ve ~ll 
soever ye wiU ye ·may do' them ,good." George Whitefield her sin. . ' .. 
used to say,. that the' Lord Jesqs would welcome even the The ,same th'ing. would happen in -the average 'churoh
devil's outcasts, that when a man h'ad become so. bad that . to-day. If some such poor creature. would walk down the 

, even the'devil was ashamed of him,and cQuld use !him no (lisle and I!it in the-front ·seat, there would be a great 
more.!beqause 'hi.s. sin was !W flagrant, that eve~ .then the host o·f people ,saying;' '''Be carefu'l, ·Past9r. Do you know 

.. ~ord Jesus in His mercy. -would save 'him. And I want to . what kind of wo~an that lis?" Soole of them profess to 
'l;1rge ~pon .you. meJ?l!bez:~" of .Jarvis ,Street .t-hat ypu follow, believe that t~e gr.a~eof-_God cali. save people -;. and.~e 

:. the example of those angels, and' go out .into thE). worst do not helieve it athll, we do riot expect' grea't sinners to 
part of the city. . If ,rou ~now of any ,big, .:(lagrant, sin- I 'be saved, out . .'of Sodoin:, But -:the ail'gels' did;' and .the 'Lor.d-. 
ner who is so bad ·that ev~r1body del!-pairs _.of'his being Himself ijid . ....: and He does, ,and He stands ''iiead¥ :to-day 
saveq., the? 'go.aiter-him for- the Lord, and s~e:-i'f God has -- to use 'any churCh,' ana any individual, who :will go out . _. 
not chol!_e~ ~im' for ~i~ 'sav~n:g .grace. , __. . .. 'in His _name ~rylri'g to' b~iil.g .people to Christ. \ . 
- Compare -the -'average chitreh witll' the ideal of God. - .. ,The an'gels were not above p~rsoria:l visitation. I know' • 

People come"to'servi"ce in thei,r-Iuxurious motor cars, sit a' 'great many. young men Who want to .preach, who want 
. in ~heir comfortahle .pews.' and pass, judgmen~. _on the to ~e minif!tez:s, -they 'think they·are"specially called to .' 
- s,ermon, :upon the chOIr., the ushers, and everythIng else; preach, they .\vant'tohave '11- great congregation. Well, my _

and then sweep out pr~udly w~en the benediction is pr~- .... young friend, .i'f you are fit to talk to a large cQngrega- . 
nounced,. a~d do not~mg untIl the. next Sunlday when. -tUm, you' are fit to ta}ft{ t!> one or, two~ -You go out~'an'Cl __ • 
they ag·am condescendmgly come·to the house of the Lord. do the thing that is nearest to' you .. '~'1_a~ not very 'good . 

· -The average church of .to-day. is 'a million miles removed .at ~hat, 'I cannot do persona:! visitation,' lbut I could
-f:r:omthe.standards of the New Testament.'. That is not preach" ~-no you 'could not. : The LordH-imself .dealt-
what the cpurch is foz:, 1ihe chlH'Ch is not a mutual ad- with one or two, was willing to deal with one at a time. 
miration: it is to go out after lost men. The an-gels a:ctuaHy called at the hQus~ of ~t: th'ey did 

That is what I 'fear 'for this church. An idle orthodoxy, not have a ,big congj'egation, they went to 'save these pal'-
· an orthodoxy that'i'8 not everlastingly.preaching the Igos- ticular people. ,And if weare going to ;be really.useful 

pel is a dishonour to 'God. There is just one thin-g worse for the Lord, we shall have to carry the 'gospel messa'ge 
. thall_,Modernism, anld that is an" unspiritual orthodoxy, an from door to door, ~hat is :what we shaH have to' do. 
orthodoxy of the head that boasts of its soundness, and' We were afflicted a little while ago Iby a great con
is nothing else than ·sOund. These men ::-:- "men" they are - vent'ion' of .Ru8sellites. One thing must be said fQr, them, 
cal1e~, and .'·'angels" -: wen,t even to'Sodom, a city that that they.'are most mdustrious: - .. thirty-five hundred of 

, \lV·as so vile, so unspeakably vile, that there was nothing ·them going oilt with carloads. of· :liter'atur~, and going ... 
~'hat 'God Himself could do 'f()r it !but just burn it up as into every house; and, from severa19uarters·I have been 

". '; ~I . 
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informed that tliey: az:e bUSY: even' n~w on Sund~ys~ on a flame :of' fire;'; "Are they mot ail ministering, spirits, 
the Lorn's Day, 'going from house to h9use'seIling books: sent forth to ',minister 'for them who Shali 'be 'heirs of 
We can learn 'from them the ~ssibilities, and if the s'alvation ?"A 'myriad angels 'wait to,' co-operll,te, with, us 
enemy. carry the poisQn, then we oUlght to be always at in this business of saving souls. You can have a supper, 
it'carrying: the gospel of God's ,grace. .. . ' " . ~m,d ~ do not 1:!hink the angels:are particularly interested; 
, OW'hat coul'd not this church' 'accompli'sh if 'every soH- you may have some recreational progr'amme as so many 

tarY'member would b'esti.rhimseIf or herself and go' out churclies have to-day, and you: wiU not get the help of the 
like the angels 'and' find the ,people who need salvation? angels'; hut if you igo 'before GQd with this Book and :say, 
Do pot wait for, the multi' tude, "be content to find one or "~rd, I want to carry Thy gQspel to som~body, tea'ch me 
two. The angels made a long journey to ma'ke their call. how to do it, guide me 'where I shall go," just as surely 
I hear a good, many people praying 'after this fashio~, as you set 'out on that ernnd God wiH give His angels 
."Lord, help us to be~r witness to those with whom 'we charge concerning you. You remember when Eleazer was, 
come in contact." Did you' never hear that ,phrase - sent to' get a bride for Isaac -.:... there are sOme people 
"~hose with whom we come in contact"? I should' like to who \lse that ·story. to iHustrate the work of the Holy 
impress that, on your minds: if the Lord Jesus was in- ~pirit. This 'is an 'erroneous view, for Eleazer was un-, 
terested only in those '''with whom He came in contact", 'able to persuade her'to come :down. This is what Albra
He never would have come at all. He came from heaven ·illlm s'aid~ "'The Lord Gad of Heaven, which took me from 
to ea·rth to- "·come in 'contact". The an'ge}s went out of my father's house, 'and from the land of my· kindred, and' 
their way to visit Lot's house. We should bear our testi- whieh 'spake 'unto me, and t~at sware unto me, saying, 
mony to ,the people in our -bomes', in the' office, or wher- Unto thy seed will I give Wis .Jand; he shall send his 
ever we are, hut we should go to people as weH. It' is for 'angel before~thee, andd1hou shalt take a wife unto 'my,son 

, us to receive a direct divine communication from Heaven, from thence." And When Eleazer went to deliver his 
and, if need be, go across the city '- or ,across the coun- 'master's -mess'a'ge'to the woman, the 'angel of God .guided 
try, after those who need ,salvation. There may be some him every step of the way, 'and -prepared Ifebecca to re-
young :people :here whom God would caU for China, India, spond to his message. ' 
or, ~frica,' and yet you are saying, "There are plenty of And -if we will go out about thishusiness we .shall find 
p~ple' roundabout ,me to whom I can speak" - that may we shall haV"~ the ang~Is· with us. In our visitation work a 
'~e;':ibut' you find out what God would have you GO, and little while ago we tried tci s'end an 'ex'Peri~nced worke:r 
if:,you 'take a' journey around the world, even then you . with someone elBe who had not had ex,perience. But what: 
will 'not go as far as the Lord Jesus went when Hec8.me experience has anyone of us had? It is our, business to go 
"to'seek and to save that which was lost". ' , and preach the 'gospel to' unsaved men, ,and the an'gel-s 
: I 'heard of a mail. who, was deeply,concerned about a have had a ·iot 'of experience in that business, and if w.e, 

bUsiness associate, and he: went all the way to New York wili but go; and' God -sends tis, we shall na;ve an elCperi-
for rio other purpose than to preach the gospel to him: enced VisItor ;with us-One wp,o ~iH smoOth out the path 

. Just .as the!!e men 'had a communication "from God,' a for us. 
commiss,ion from Heaven, and went d.irectly to their· goai; I hear some yo:ung man s'ay, "j do not think I could be 
so I believe the Lord will direct those' who' are' willing to a ·.pastor, bu(l'could'ibe an evangeIist" - and they think " 
be'd.i.rected :by Him. Will you do ~t1' Will you do it this evangelists are' only. to call people to Jesus Ohrist. ~'He 
afternoon? Do not wait to ·~pply this teaching to-mor- gave some, apostles; and some, pr.ophets, and Borne, evan-, 
row, but go into the presence ,of the Lord lind ask Him geHsts; and' some,pastors, and teachers; for the per
i'f there is somebody in this city wpom He would have fecting pf the saints', for the work oi-the ministry, for 
you bring to Christ to-day; and perhaps there will come the edifying of the body of Christ."· Do not- run away 

,to your mirid somebody who lives at the far end of the with the idea that it is an easy thing 1.0 ,be an eval),gelist; 
. 'city: "'That'is Ii long ~ay. I 'wiII go some other time'~':'-' ,whether you do the wor~,pers'cinally ,or pu.bHcly, an evan~ -
, no, wherever He ·sends you,' you go, as did these angels. gelist is not les·s than: a-pastor but something more~ He 

Is it beneath your ,dignity? How many of us are actu- must :proclaim bh'e old' 'gospel, 11e must "give the people 
ally 'engaged in this husinessoi personally endeavouring', something to believ·e. If ther.~' are -young men· here' this 
to win peQple to Ohrist? Is it not a fact that in the,' morning who have not settled :upo,n what your life's work 
Sunday School you have been withd,rawing your hand 'wiJ.l be, let me enter a'piea wit,h you, for the gos'pel min-

, ,from thIngs at this particular time? Is it not a 'fact that istry; that which occu·pies,the hearts and hands of 'angels 
sbme 'of"our,·class officers are not a·s zealous in t1\.e work may well engage y~lir attentiol),. , , 
a~f they once were? IS it ~ot trge that some o"f you'teach- I remember some years ago a young feHow ,came to 
ers ,'have 'Qeen less zealous than formerly? 'Is it not. a, me who had just graduated from high schoOl. "What' are 
'fact ,thaCsome .of our class members have not been on you going to do?" I asked ,Mm. ",I do not know. I 'am' 
fire: for God 'as they once were? You ,pray for a unsettled. My 'teachers tell me that'! 'have made a i'e
revival in ,your own 'heart, but you wiH get it when markable standing at school; f have come out. at the top, 
yiiu ;go out and do that neglected, duty,w'hatever it and,they tell'me I 'have a,gr¢at care'er ibefore,me, that 
is; ,,~hat t~in'g which the Lord has told you to do, my future is full of -promise. You 'know me, I ,am a 
an'd'you have not 'done it. I-do' not believe there 'is any Christian, a member of the church, and:i s'hould like to 
use of' your praying for a revival until 'you go 'back and asik you if you thought tbe ,gospel ministry would afford ' 
do what God has asked you to do: Then you will have opportunity for theexercis'e of,such talents as I possess". 
jOY'iIi 'the LQrd~ then\He will restore unto' you the joy of 'I told him I thoWg'ht it, would! ' That which occlipied 
YQur salvation. . angels, and' which fined, may. I reverently say, the, very 
: ,The angels' are' still ·engaged ,in this ·samebusiness. hands of the Son of God Hi~self, is not 'beneath your 
What a great thing to have the company of angels!'And di·gnity. If you carry the 'gospel mess~ge anywhere, you 
listen; "Who maketh his al).·gels spirits, and hois ministers will find you will ~eed more tban human power- if you 'are 
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going t<) be effective. I 'have often, used the illus'tratiop., 
but let me repeat it: the devil disput~ with the archangel 
a'bout the body of Moses. They were contendipg for the 
possession of the' body of Moses, an archangel 'and 'the 
devil, and the archaIl!gel. "du-rst not bring against him a 
railing accusation", but appeal'ed to Heaven and said, 
"j'lhe Lord rebuke thee." He called down the mighty 
power of 'God to ,defeat the.devil when he wanted to take 
poss'ession of ,a mer.e body; and I tell you the 'devil was 
never so anxiou's to possess 'himself of the 'body of Moses, 
or anY'bod-y else's ;body, as he is to possess the soul of the 
humblest man or woman, hoy or girl in, 'Toronto; and 
,when you 'go out on the business of trying to bring men 
to Christ, you ne~d all 'the ,power of God to help you. , 

Yes, you can preach pretty essays, Mr. P,reacher, and 
you c~n have th~ dear ladies say, "What a lovely pastor 
we have! How eloquent he is!" - you can get lots of 
that ~ort of thing withOlit anything, of the Spirit of God; 
but. if you are going to 'be used of God to plu,C'k :brands 

. from the 'burning, to lead souls out of darkness into 
'light, whether in the pulpit or privately, there is but one 
Power that will give you 'the mastery over Satan, and 
that is th,e:power of 'God, Himself. " , 

And here let me say to you' church members, we need, 
to pray more than ever. This church will have power as 
a church to do this Ibusiness in which the angelsi were 
enga'ged only as we pray, only as we have the 'might of 
the Spirit to rebuke the devil, and set the prisoner free ... 
Shall we go back then to our task of seeking to bring 
men ,to .Christ? 

II. 
WHAT WAS THEIR MESSAGE? They spoke about the in-

_iquity of the city. ,They dared to spea'}c of sin. And they 
d,id not speak of sin as a Iittle ai'lment ,for which men 
were riot responsible; hut as an offence ~gainst 'God. And 
we ',need to sound that' note. We aU need a deeper~yes, 
those of, us who are Ohristians - a deeper conviction of 
sin,' a fuller realization of the heinousness of sin; we need 
to 'recognize that men are' in sin and in need of the 
mighty power of God" 'that th,ey'may!be 'saved therefrom. 
The angels 'spoke of iniquity as' 'something'that would 
consume, that would destroy people. lam not so much 
afraid of Russellism as such, although it is bad enough 
in that character; hut that deadly doctrine has permeated 
all oui' c:fuurches, and people no 10iJIger believe that sin 
is 'a spark 'of 'hell, and is able to destroy people. That 
evolutionary doc,trine has corrupted pepple's thinking, 
ana they believe sin is something that they can crowd 
out of their lives by and by. We need to 'get back to the 
biblical conception of sin, and r.emember that wherever 
it is, hell is: 'I am not concerned, and never have heen, 
a!bout the question whether there are literal flames of 
fire. It loo'kg to me as thOugh it were to: he interpreted 
HteraUy; hut if it 'is not, it is ,something that burns 'and 

, torments and destroys; it is it figure of death, of awful 
su'ffering. That is -Nhat the Scripture says sin will do, 
it will destroy tne most ma'gnif-lc'i!ht temple. . 

I have a great many people who come to me to tell me 
about sickness in their families, but that is not the hard' 
part: it is when people come to tell of what sin is doing, 
of the ruin 'it is effecting everywhere, that is,the sad 
thing; there is nothing Ibut divine 'grace that can save 
people f,rom that. 1 wo,nder if there are some here this 
morning who, need especially that message? These angels 
came and said, "Escape for thy 'life; look not b~hind thee: 

neithez: stay thou iri'ali the plain; 'e~cape to the mountain, 
lest thou 'be conlSumed.'" ", 

And the message wa's delivered to a professed servant 
of :God.' The angels went to Lot. What was Lot 
doing in Sodoro? Do not, make any mistake, Lot 
was not a partaker of the iniquity of the ~ity, for 
we read 'in the N ewTestament ,that ,Lot "vexed' 
his righteous soul from ',day' to day with their 
unlawful deeds". It was a marvel of 'grace that, he' was 
,spared from the iniquity 'of the city, but he, was in the 
midst of ib Why was he in it? You know,that he parted 
company from Abraham, and -he "lifted up his eyes, and 
beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was, well watered 
everywhere" ~ and Lot went to 'Sodom. "I am sorry, 
very sorry, but for ,business reasons I went, purely for 
business -reasons." Lot went there because it was going 
to profit him in, temporal and matj!rial things; he shut 
his eyes to the moral and spiritual conditions, and went 
into a veritable 'cesspool of iniquity, because, he though,t 
he could make money there. , ', 

'And that is the trou1ble with' Christian people to-day'. 
They are like Lot when it comes to the dollars and cents. 
They say, "I can:' trust God for my 'soul's salvation, but 
here is a, source of revenue. I do not want to 'go to 
So'dom, I do not want ,to have anything to do with Sodom; 
but I have to have something to eat and wear" - and 
they pitch their tent toward Sodom. It is' almost impos
sible for a minister of the 'gospel to faithfully apply the 
principles of religion to a well-to-do congregation to-day 
withoqt cutting a man's busines's all to pieces .. , 'He may 
not be engaoged in any ,illegitimate husiness !himself, 'but 
he may have' stock in one. Years algo in this church I 
used the movies as an iUustration. I had been down at 
our Parliament Street Branch, and I told my'congrega
tion of having talked toa 'company of little girls whom 
'I had aS'ked, whether or not they' went to the movies.- I 
pointed to a little :girl and sai'd, "What ,did you see last 
week?" "I saw a man murder a woman." I 'said to the 
people, "Is that the' kind' of thing to feed children on?
Is that the kind o'f 'thing to give our young people?" 
When I sat down, one of t:p:e'deacons of 1ihe church ,got 
up and said, "I do not believe 'in knocking everything. I 
do not ,believe we ~hould knock such things.' ~ven the , 
movies is a fine'iJistitution." I did not know why he 
said it, but some other brother said to me afterward, 
"So Brother So-and-So has stock in' the movie' ibusiness, 
~as 'he?" I do 'not know whether you people"'have much 
to invest, but do not invest in Sodom, .for,if you come out 
at -all, you will leave !behind something that money can
not compensate you for. 

There i; our difficulty to'-day: people a;re so imm&sed 
in the things of the world, so entangled in the things of' 
SO'do~, that they have !become useless in the service of' 
God. Abraham was outside of Sodom, and Abraham 

, could pray; Lot was in 'Sodom, an'd 'Lot did not know how 
to pray, How many people there are 'who think of their 
material interests before everything else: '''We have to 
have clothes and food for the children, and education" 
- and they· pitch ,their terittoward 'Sodom, and subJect 
their children to infh,lences which will destroy them. 
The' last thing som~ ,people think of when choosing a 

, place of domicile is the religious opportunities which 
obtain. , They never'stop to 'ask, Is there a place to' wot~ 
ship? But if the place is "well watered" 'they think that 
is the paramount considei"ation. 'Some o:f yOO people, are 
pla,nning to move in the ~~r future. Find out W'here you 
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are 'g~i~g ,'before you go, an:d be Careful l~st you perish :said"to them! "Be careful!" There are some people who 
in'the destructiol)..that awaits those who sin ~gainst God. think the angeis dO"not know half as much about that 
, Their messa'goe was a very solemn and sober one. 'The as they do, th~y flatter themselves' that they are, them-

',ang~s said to'Lot, "Hast. thou here any besides? son In selves the la'St word in diplomacy, they ,Iinow exactly how 
law, and thy. ,sons, and thy daughters,':" arid, ,whatsoever' to do' it. Theyt say, "Keep' your 1).ands .off, I know ex~ 

,thou hast in the city, bring them 6utof t'liis' piace: for acHy ~ow. to do it'." . Some mother comes to me ~nd says, 
we,will destroy'thi,g place; hecause the cryo'f them is -"I wish you would have a word with our John "':":but be 
,waxen Ig,re{lt before .the face of the Lord; and the Lord ...... very careful. If YOIl are going. tQ 'Win him;.you 'will have 
hath,fent us to destroy ,it." . "The wrath of God ··is re- "to, do so~luld-:so"!- When I give)m invitation, . soJDeb04,y 
vealed from heav,en against aU ungodliness' an'd unright- .walks around this church and speaks, a word to 'some
eOusness.of. men, Who hold the truth in unrighteousness", b~y, 81!d that· man goes out map', - Then somebody' gpes 
and judgment. ~hall overtake the doers of lniquitY; and . among 'the members .alld say~,1 '''1 wish Mr. So ~nd So, 

.''' the one .way of saivation is to come .out of Sodom.· wou,ld not do. that." I have~heard' s~m~ people speak. like 
The angcls did not 'promise' sa:Ivation in~ Sodom: Lot' that about a certai~ brother in tobi~ c~urch. Ask God, ~o 

had t<? ·get,out of- Sodom: We are not saved by works, we ,p~~alyze your, ,to~'gU~ before you Judg~ ·a. man who I'S' 
are, saved ,by.,grace; ~ut ~he only 'evid~nce, the only ~roQf, . domg th~ ~ord.s busmess. IGo, out and ~o It you:self, ~o 
that we have salvatIon I'S that we have' wortks. That is out and ao the work. When you are as z~aIous 11). God s 
the. '!l1~ssage, ~Com~,out of her, my, people, that re be 'not '. service,}hat wiIllb~ t~~e en'ou:gh "for you, to complai~. The 
partakers of ·~er sms". ThEl-onity church that 'will. ac- ang~ls hastened Lot heca~se t~ey.knew the dange~ of 
compHsh anything 'in. the service o'f IGod is a church the hour, an'd t:\J,ey urged,hlm to come·out; and because 

-( 

. ~hich, as' an· organiZB;tioh, !is s.eparated from all worldly he did not, come 'that, ~a~, they I~i~ ho~4 o~ hi~!, they 
Influences. We need not :be' concerned about the.stand-· actually laId hold 0'£ Ipm, and of hIS WIfe a,nd hIS t~o 
ards of th¢ world, 'we 'need not trouble ourselves what, d~ughter8, a~dJ they' brough~. him forth a~d set . hIm 
worldly l!1en may '~!1Y ·of us: tne o.ne, thing for whf.cl} we "Ylt~out the CIty. ,!,h~y took ~'lm:' out ;o~ the CIty. ·If ~ou, 
must 'bl;! eoncerned IS that WEl 'stay true to God. . '.' are over-~ealo~s, the Lord wIll ~9rglve y'ou. 

- . [ am going to lay this. matter upop·. you!' heart and 
, III.. . conscience, 1: want to ,bring you to your knees this"morn-

ONE WORD ABOUT THEIR METHODS. How did they do it? ing. Let ui:i see to'it' ... t1iat 1'Ve do God's business, urging' 
We read here that they began iri the morning,' early, people 'by-every legitimate means.to. come to.'Christ. ~nlL 
":w·hen the morning arose", they 'wanted t'o'·'have a -gooa God will 'use our testimony. '·Tl,1ey brought him forth,', 
long day 'before th~m. I wailt to enter a pll;!a, fO.r down- an'd 'set him without the city." You who are 'Christians, .: 
right hard work. I he~rd a profes:sor, 'a very orthodox ,ta·ke thai word .thi's:mornlng and bring people out of the, 

, prof.essor, say Ii, few years ago that the 'greatest enemy city. Go' and speak a word. for.' 'Ohrist this morning. 
of the Christian church wa's the 'love of comfort. ''''Do not .we a!'e 'going to 'sing a verse or two· of a hymn~ and 
spiritualize it," he said, "I mean w'liat ~ say, just she~r {give you a chance. There maY"be some hackslider here 
Ia.ye of I,!omfort,· We have come to.a day when tlre people 'this .morning, and you \"ouI4'Uke to/come ·back;· there .. 
of God will not inconvenience themselves to db His. ser- may be some who are trusting Christ, and',w~o have never " 
yicel T·he;v. must llave: every ldnd of luxury, or. they will. been Ibaptized,,\and you would H'ke ,tQ dbey Him ;.1 solIte of 
not ~~ ~nythi.ng a't.aIlY Early ,iIi the morni~'g·these,angels . 'you are'trus,ting Chris,t and you have 'never co~fessed 

, 'beshrr~d thems.elves. theybegan,when the morning az:ose, Him, wBl you cQIPe'as we sing, .. ' '~ .•. 
,,'at break of day,. that they ·might have all the d~y before, . . ' I , .., , '~I can hear the Saviour caUing,· 

. tpem. There are a ,gr~at mapy people af,raid of :working I' can hear tthe ··g'aviour calling, 
, the~selves:~o .death~ '~,have peen a minister' for a good . . I can hear the 'Saviour cailing, 

many years". and I. h.ave n~yer heard of anyone's working 'Take thy cross and foHo~, me.'· ~ 
. himself to !ieath in the Lord's' serviee yet.' I have,·heard "r---"-'~--~--:-"--~--""""!,-"",,,--:-----,, 
.. Of a gOQ'd many' people dying for want of wor.k,l ibut l" ~. 
ne~er have known a church Iin!mliber ~orking too hard in Piint A.gtiinl! ..... 
yet. '.. FIFTY'YEARS.IN··THE . 

'IT,he trouible .with us in Jarvi-s. 'Street is not that we CH~CH' Ol'.l:t0ME , 
work too hard, !but that we do .not wo~k hard, enou·gh. ' --By';' 
I told the' friends in the prayer meeting las,t"night that . . FATHER CHARLES M. CHINIQUY: 
I had 'had a letter f~om Dr. :St~ley, written in·a jocular Af~ JO years·this is stiR one Of ·the beet 

, . ,mood. He 'said he had 'had an anonymous letter from books on'. the -inside: story Of' the RlnD.an 
Canada expressing the. writer's regret' that he was com- ' Church. It'8 written by a: former Canadian 
iIi,g to the Seminary, saying that Dr. ,Shields' would . work priest \V'hose character was irreproa.c:ha:ble. 
him to death! It is a- good thiirg 'to have such a: reputa- Even ·his superiors ·gave glowing tes:tiinony 
t~on: I 'do not think there is any danger of my . working of filii ability and ~haracter; '- '.' 
anyibody to death. You look p~etty -healthy after my doing 'EVERY PR~TESTANT 'SHOULD I " 
the best I,could with. you - no one has doied yetI' Our 
Lord: worked un.til He was wearY, "BeJng wearied. with READ IT! 
his journey" - and then He went on wor-king. 'Let us This 'is not 'a pamphlet or'booklet but is a 
work·on then, everybpdy at it, and always at it; and if ,4J2 page, clOth ·bou~d ~olu~e. . Price $3.75. 
you .do 'York yourself to death you wiII get to glory all. . WRITE NOW FOR YOUR COpy 

-the sooner! } THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
"The angels hastened Lot." Thf!y ought to 'have had a 1;10 Gerra~d St. E. ._ -Tot.onto 2. Ontario 

lesson in 'dip.loma~y, they. ought to have had .s·ometh~ng 
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"PLAINNESS' OF SPEECH" 

PLAIN, !blunt eXpression is -becoming a ral'ity." Gone 
are the days when men expressed,. in clear, unvar

'ni'shed words, their tholl'ghts lipon any 'subject. Appar
ently it is now thoU'ght to !be' the better part of wisdom 
to speak in an obscure arid misty manner so that no one 
will be alble to take' the utterance to ia~k. ' E'specially ,is 
this to be,regretted in ~ligious circles. We would-prefer 
the days When _men were men, declaring their thoughts 
and :boldly defending their beliefs. Evid~ntly mdst re
Ugioni~ts concu,r with the jU,dgment of Ta11eyrand who 
cynically declared that "speech was given to man to dis
guise ,his thoughts". 

'Modernists 
Of late years the modernists' have ceased to spea'k 

plainly. Once modernists, such as Harry Emerson Fos
d'i'c'k, did not hesitate to attack the 'faith -in' words that 
anYQne could understand. They bluntly denied the in
spiration of Scripture, the 'Virgin birth, the resur,rection, 
the fact of ,the pew' 'birth, the existence of heaven and 
hell. The succe~sors of Dr. Fosdick 'are not so plain-spoken 
but ch:o,ose rather to express their denials in veiled terms 

,so that'the unsuspectin:g and' "over-charita'ble" are mis~' 
led into t"hinking that these SIIIlooth-talking heretics a,re 

"as orthodox as anyone would desire. If the cowards would 
spea'k 'what they ,believed there would be less delusion, 
Paul describes' such glib-talkers as those whose speech 
)s "with enti-cing words"~ (l Cor. 2 :4) 'andithei:r speeches 
h~ calls ,"'~air speeches" (Rom. 1,6 :,18). ' 

In Montreal' we once heard Dr. Reinhold Neiibuhr of 
Union Theol~gical Seminary. No -one could, ever forget ' 
,his meti'culous speech, studied expression and veiled 
lan'gua'ge. Whereas It believer would openly. and simply 
declare that he believed that the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ w~s an historical event, this learned professor de-

,clare'd that it wa's a "supra-historical" event!, My, how 
fine that sounds! How much m()re refined than the ,blunt, 
old-fashioned way of stating, that' one ,bel-ieves th~t Jesus 
Christ rose from the ,liead. in reality, however, this is 
a denial of tlie hi'storicill resurrection of Ohrist! When 
we left the lecture hall one fellow stUdent commented to 
the writer, "Thank God, my Master spoke so that the 
common people heard Him 'gladly." -

Under, the guise of spe'cious language and empty, ortho
dox terminology, hund-reds of min:isters in our land are 
atta~king the -faith: Cowards! 'be brav'e enough to carry 
on your attack in the open. Speak in plain language de
claring what you 'believe. We may not then admire your 
beliefs 'but we will at least ,respect your m,anlines'S. At 
present. we can ~'O neither .. 

Ecumenicalists 
On th~ religious horizon has -ar.i'sen another 'speciet! 

commonly known as the ecumeniaIists. These are as'SO
ciated with the Canadian Council of Churches and the 

'World,Council of Churches. 'Their specia1ty, too, i's misty 
language, In one audience they. declare' that there is no 
intention of mal{;ing a great super church, 'In another, 
they declare that the great aim of the ecumen'i'cal move
ment is t() make one church. In a mixed assembly a Hb-

, eral ddse of both ,prescriptions is' 'given in the hope that 
the whole effe'ct, win be to 'benumb ~e minds of the 
hearers. , 

A fin~ eXample of this was provided at t'he recent meet-' 

: ing of the Canad,i~n' Council of Ohurches. .At tl!.at" time 
, the secretary, -Dr. W. J. Gallagher declared, "'It is not the 
fun'Ction of the ,Canadian Coun'Cil 'of Churches as 1: un
derstand it is to devise or promote wayS' of churc~ union, 
but it is our functi()n to keep 'this 'p.araqox '!before the 
churche's, and. keep 'asking t'hem whether they .really can 

, be satisfied with the 'present situation as ·being in accord 
with Christ's will for His church." Probably' Byron was' 
th~nking of 'sueh spee~hes when he wrote -

"His speech was a fair .sample on the whole, 
Of rhetori'~, which the learn'd caU 'rigmarole'." 

, If these World Council men want one 'bi'g 'ChurCh of 
Roman Catholics, Unitarians, Greek Orthodox, evangeli- , 
cals, modernists and CommuniSts let them bluntly say so. 
All we ask i's a return to ,plain 'speech on the part of 
those who "-by good words and, fair speeches deceive th~ 
hearts of tp,e,simple". 

, Evangelicals 
How important it is that evangelical ministers use 

plain 'speech in 'preaching the glorious ,gospel. ' Some, 
preachers have a rule, 'as fixed as the law of the Medes 
and the Persians, that if they have the choi'OO of an 
ar:chaic, polysyllabism or a commonly understood word, 
they will always. choose the fOl'llIler. Apparently they 
feel that this is an indication of great learning. Not sol' 
for the very 'es'sence o'f true, profundity 'is'simplidty of 

, exprelS'sion. 
The 'true servant of Christ will know, that he cannot 

demonstrate that' the Lord Jesus Ohril.!t is mi,ghty'to,save 
if a't the same time he is endeavourin'g to convince the 
hearers that the preaeher is clever. Men '0£ Wesl,ey's 
day did ,not regard him as an intellectual (although he 
wa's) 'but rather rememhered him as the earnest preacher 
of ,the "gospel. Oh, for 'more sU'ch plain speech with its 
accompanying results! _ 

IThe primary need of the world is not preachers who, 
can hide -the eros'S beneath IQvely -bouquets of lin'guist,lc 
roses; the crying ,need is for preacherS who will plainly 
declare the good news from heaven. Paul 'rejoiced 'in 
telling the Corinthian's =- "But though I 'be -rude in 
speech, yet not in knowledge: but we have ,been throughfy 
made manifest 'among you in all things." , 

.'Soul Winners 
'Xea, this is a' ,g~od rule for all in the Lord's work. If 

we seek soul'S, t'hen'let us' do So in "great plainness of 
&peech". There is no need tophilosophi;l.:e wheil you tell 
a man that he is a sinner and that ,the Lord Jesus Christ 
can save his soul. Once in the yeat: 1855 a S:unday School' 
teacher in Bo;ston timidly went into 'a store and spoke to 
a clerk about his soul. In later years he' descdbed that 
appeal as "weak" but i,t was plain for the unlettered 
clerk' understood, was saved and 'became a mi-ghty power 
in the' hand, of 'God. ,The clerk's name was D. L. Moody. 
He 'could not have understood learne'd argumen,ts but 
plain speech, anoin:ted by the power of the Holy Ghost 
touched Ms soul. 

IIi lugged, plain s'peech, there is a beauty and a power _ 
which cannot be approached 'by the most ornate language, 
You may desire oratorical powers :but they are denied 
you; right at hand 'God 'has giv.en you a more Powerful 
wea.pon, if it is consecrated to Him - it is the weapon 
of plain, sound speech, seasoned with grace.-L.:K.T. 

r 
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THE TRIWdPH OF GRACE 
Romans 8 

. The' theme- of the eighth chapter o/"' Romans is the 
triumph of grace in the eternal security and the ultimate 
glorification of the believer' in Christ Jesus. Practically 
everY'body who deals with this chapter ,points out that 

. the chapter begins with "no' condemnation",. and ends 
with "no separation". And if there is no condemnation 
in Christ, and no separation from the love of Christ, tlien 
it follows unalterably and inevitably that the believer is 
eternally safe, and on 'his way to a glorious destiny. 

!n'the clO,sing verses of the seventh chapter Paul is 
dealin'g with indwelling sin; tie is reckoning with the 
sinful nature that remains in him, and f.rom wl).ich he 
craves to be delivered, crying out: "0 wretched man that 
j ejrn! who ·shall deliver me .froiD the body of this death 1" 
Then he thanks God that victory will 'come through the 
L01;d J~ . .sus Christ .. 

I. 
The Believer's Position: In Christ 

The apostle then returns to the present, an'd says: 
"There is therefore now no condemnation to "them which 

. are in Christ Jesus." There is ind·welling sin, "but no 
c~ndemnation. Justification is a present 'and eternal 
blessing, but complete sanctification in the sense of 
glori~ication is still in the future for everybody as long. 
as he lives in this world. In verses· one to eleven we have' 
the believer's position: HE IS IN CHRIST JESUS. AI\d his 
position in Christ is what makes him safe. It is not his 
character or his conduct that makes him ·safe; it is the 
safety of justIfication, not t~e ~afety of sanctification. 
The- first ,born in Egypt, on that fateful night when the 
angel 'of death passed through the land fr.om the length 
to -the hreadth, was safe only !because he was ·sheltered 
behind the 'bl09d. And the one and only thing that makes 
anybody safe is to be behind the blood of Jesus Christ, 
our Passover, .sacrificed for us. 

Free From the Law o{Sin and Death 
Verse two tells us why there is no condemnation. In 

Christ Jesus the 'believer is free from the law of sin and 
death, that is, from the moral law that pronounces death 
~or violation. This deliverance from the law of 'sin and 
death .. came. 'by the law of the spirit .of life in. Christ 
Jesus .. Now law. in this sentence, is used,. not in .,the 
sense of the moral law, hut in the sense of power; it re-

. fers to t.he power of the gospel in the hands_ of the Holy 
Spirit by which we became believers. It is judicial life 
in Christ applied QY the Holy Spi,it. There ill no con-

demnation !because the Holy Spirit ha·s !brought u! to 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Judge Becomes the Father. 
Now verses three and four teli us what the law could 

. not do, and wha:t God ·did through His Son. 'The law 
could not· justify the sinner because his corrupt nature 
would not ena!ble him to keep the law. The law will jus
tify the good 'man, Ibut -it 'can do nothing but condemn 
the sinner. 'There is no fault with the law; the fault'is 
with the eorrupt nature that every' person has.' It is the 
function of law to justify the 'good and to condemn the 
wicked. But the prO'blem is how to save a sinner. The 
problem in 'salvation is to justify the wicked man, the 
bad man. What the l.aw ~ould not do God' did by sending 
His 'Son. God sent His 'Son in the likeness of sinful flesh. 
Notice the accuracy of Scripture. It is not said that He 
sent Him in the likeness_ of flesh, for J esu's Christ had 
a human nat.lJl"e. Nor is it said tb,at He sent Him in sin-' 
ful flesh, but "in the likeness of sinful flesh". The Lord 
Jesu's Christ, our Saviour, had everything a-bout human 
natu.re_ except sin. In this. sinless humap. nature God 
condemned sin, that is, He ipunished sin in the flesh, in 
human nature: And it was fitting that sin should be 
punished in human nature in the flesh since it" was com
mitted by mEm in the 'flesh, by men of human nature;
And all this was done-that sinners' might have the right
eousness that the law of God demands. Christ took our 
sins thllt we might have His ri'ghteousness.God the 
Father was acting as a Judge against His Son that He 
'mi'ght become the Father of His enemies. The Father 
condemns. the Son of His 'love' that He mi,ght absolve in
r~ghteousness the children of wra'fm. 

The Way of the Spirit and the Way of the Flesh 
Verses five to eleven explain h~ we got into Christ, 

and the' results of !being in the Lord Jesus Christ. . To 
waIk after the Spi·rit does not refer to moral conduct, in 
my' judgment, 'but to the way on~ expects to !be accept~ 
with ~God. There.are two :ways of acceptance with' God 
proposed - the human waY_'and the Divine way, the way 
of the flesh, of corrupt 'human nature, and the way o'f 
the Holy Spirit. Now the believer ha'sbeen brought to 
faith in Christ by the H;oly Spirit, and does not expect 
to 'be made perfect by the flesh. He continues as he be
gan, having no confidence in the flesh. '1'0 walk accerd
ing to the fles'h, I;>auI says, is" to mind the things of the 
flesh. The mind here stands for the understanding and 

. the 'affections, 'and 'the flesh stands for sinful human 
nature, or the natu·ral man to whom the things of the 
Spirit of God are foolishness .. ' So to mind the things of 
the flesh is to remain in ignorance of the true way Of 
acceptance with God; to mind the way of the flesh' is to 

. follow the flesh's way of salvation. Paul says to 'be car
nally minded is death. To the natural man with the Car
nal mind, and only the carnal mind, the way of acceptaI.1ce 
with God is by works of law, by doing something for God. ' 
And sueh a way ends in death. It is the -Spirit~born man '. 
who sees that salvation is by faith in. Jesus Christ. To 
-be saved by' 'works the mind would have to be subject to 
the law of God. But the carnal mind, Paul says,is not 
subject.to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 'rhere
fore, there ~an "be no salvation ,by keeping the law. The
man in the flesh, that· is, in his natura'! strength, cannot· 
'plea-se God:. 'So to be saved by doing something would 
imply "that ·the sinner can and must do something to. 
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please God. This preclildes any possibility of ·being saved 
by works, for ·the carnal mind is not su.bject to the law 
of God; it 1s' incuralbly rebellious, and cannot even 'be 
i~nproved. ' ' 

,Paul is still dealing with the obelieve:r's position in 
Christ. His standing is not in .the flesh, not after the 
flesh; 'his standing is in the ,Spirit, and after the way 
of the 'Spirit. And since his sfianding is in the Spirit 
he has the 'Spirit of 000 'in him. '1'hosein Christ have 
the ·Spirit of 'Chr.ist withIn them, for "if-any ·man have 
nat: the ;Spirit of Christ, he is none of his." 

Redemptjon of ~e Body Delayed 

The Justified Believer - A Debtor 
Now Paul says that the sinner, justified freely by 

grace, is in debt. But he owes nothing to ,the fleSh, or 
to his old corrupt nature. This proves, my friend!!, that 
the sinful nature ha'S not Ibeen -eradicated from the be
liever's life; he stiI'l has· to' face it. But 'he does not owe 
it anything. The mind of the ,flesh did nothing but lead 
us astray, until the Holy ·Spirit took over and opened 
our eyes to the truth as it is in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

There are two kinds of ind.ebt.edness. There is a mis
er8lble indebtednes·s when there are no funds with which 
to m-eet it. I 'have had ,some e~perieD'ce :with that sort ot 
,indebtedness in more ways than one. This was our con
dition under -law. We were in debt with nothing to pay, 
with no coin of righteou'snes·s at 'hand. But there is also 
a happy indebtedness - the debt of ·gratitude, the debt 
we gladly own, and gladly ,pay Iby the power of the Holy 
Spirit. You know all the del;>ts' of love and gratitude'we ' 
pay are ,gladly 'paid. 'So there is a vast difference' 'be
tween a sinn.er under law ,trying to pay his sin debt, and: 
a believer under grace, in 'Christ, out of gratitu~e and· 
love paying in the ,energy of the Holy Spirit .the debt of 
gratitude to Jesus Christ. ' 

rN9w the apostle tells us that the Holy Spirit in the 
believer does not effect any change ,in the ;body. The 'body 
has -been invaded. by sin, and it is morta:]. . The -body is 
still dead ·b~ause of sin, but the spirit is Hfe ,because 
of the imptit~ righteousness of Jesus Christ. However, 
the body is not.ieft out of the plan of ,redemption. Jesus 
Christ died for our bodies a~ truly as He died for our 
souls, or spirits, ,but the red'emption of the body is de
layed, so·that for .the ,present the indwelling Holy Spirit 
makes no change in the ibody. Here is the gospel for the 
body: it will be rai'sed in a ,future resurr~tion, The body _ The Holy Spirit - The Power for Holiness 
will not be left to rot forever in the grave. There is a ·Then Paul makes it rather clear that the Holy. Spirit 
gospel for these human -bodies. But the redemption of is the only power for holines's, 'for "the flesh profiteth 
the bo~y must await the second coming of Jesus Christ. nothing". And the flesh that is in the believer profits no' 
The physical healing in the at.:>nement, and there is physi- more after he was saved than it did ;before he was saved. 
cal healing in the atonement, does not keep the body from' The flesh in nobody profits anything. So ·he says to live 
being. sick, it does not prev.ent the body from dying, but after the flesh is to die .. Our corr:upt n~ture would lead 
it brings the ,body out of the g~ave. Tha-t is the physi- u·s to utter ruin if the Holy 'Spirit did not ind,well us. 
cal healing -that is in the atonement. That is· what the It is by the power of the Holy Spirit -that the sinful deeds' 
death of Jesus; Chi-ist will certainly a:ccomplish for the of the body are mortified, or put to death. The true sons 
human 'body. The Divine 'healing that is so popular in f God Sp • 
our day, and so wideiy preached, ind.icts every sick and of Hod are led by the Spil'it 0 , and the Holy int 

- in us is not the au,thor of ·bondage under law, ibut He is 
dying ~ristian with a loss, of faith, ~nd ignores what the Spirit of adop,tion ,by which we are en8lbled to cry 
the· Ser.,tu,re says ~bout. the. redemptIon of the. ~ody. .A!bba, Father. The Holy .spirit en8lbles the 'believer to ' 
Verse twenty-three I~ -thIS ,eIghth <:hapter specIfIcally, expres's that filial feeling toward God as his Father. 
s~ys that the redemptIon ~f th~ bod~ ~s a .future rede~p- These two words ".A!bba, Father," are -the two names of 
tIon. So much for the 'belIever's POSItIon In Jesus ChrISt. God as He is related to the 'children of God. Abba is the . 

1I1. 

The Believer's Responsibility 
Verse tweZ'lJe gives a new section, and empha8izes the 

beUever's responsibility, and shows the power of the Holy 
Spirit in his life. "Therefore, brethren, we are debtors,' 
not to t~e flesh, to live after 'the flesh." This 'refers to 
moral conduct and every-day living. Paul thus guards the 
doctrine of justification -by.faith against any charge that 
it gives license to sin. And that -is the indictment that 
multitudes bring against the doctrine of justifiCation by 
faith without works of any kind. But Paul' carefully 
guards against such a charge. Now he says that the be- , 
liever i~ in debt, but that ·he .does not owe the flesh any
thing. "Weare debtors, not to the flesh, to live after 
the flesh." We 'owe the flesh nothing:. 'Our fleshly" 
nature, the carna-l nature, h~s done nothing for olir sa.J
vation. It was 'the Holy 'Spirit Who took of the things 
of Christ' and showed them unto us. So Paul neither 
confounds justification and sanctification, neither does 
he divorce them. Where there is justification in -reality 
it will be followed by ,practical and progressive sanctifi
·cation. 'Saving faith is not a dead faith, it is a faith 
that works, and it 'Works bylaw. 

Hebrew, or Aramaic; the mother tongue of the Hebrews, 
for ,father. And, the Greek word which is 'translated into 
the English "father" is the foreign word that thoe He
brews used for the word "father". And both these words 
are found in on.Jy three places in. the N ew Testame~t, 
-here and in two other places. The two wo,ros were used 
by our.blessed Saviour in dark Gethsemane. Mark 14:86, 
reads: "And he said, Abba, -Father, aU things are pos-. 
si,ble unto thee; take away this cup from me: nevertheless -
not what I will, but what thou wiIU' Then :in Galatians 
4: 6" the apostle ·says: "And because' ye are sons, God 
hath sent forth the Spirit of his lSon into your hearts, 
crying, AbbJl., Father." Somegody ~~s .remal'lked that the 
word "Abba'" is for .'baby ,ups, and that the other word 
"Father" is for the lips of -the more mature or advanced 
Christians. ' 

The Co-Witnesses 
, The Holy ISpirit communicates this filial feeling toward 

God as our Father, and He also bears witness with our" 
spirit -that we are the children of God. Our spirit wit
nesses on the ba·sis of faith in. what ,God !lays a1bout Christ 
and our relation in Him;· our spirit witness'es that' we 
llre the·children on}od on that Ibasis, and the Holy· Spirit 
gives a joint testimony. The Holy Spirit co-witnesses 

./ / 
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with our spirit that we are the children of God. ,Becau·se. . The Gr~aning Creation . 
of my faith in what God's Word 'says ab'out Je3us Chl'ist,' ." 
and my relation to Go~,through Him, I 'can say "Alpba, Now Paul talks' a'bout an e~pectantand groaning cre-
Father." And, then the Holy Spirit Igives 'His :testimony, ation. He 'says an eXpectant and Igroaning creation waits 
Now there is mystery' here of cour~e, hut the Holy for the mani"festation of'the sons of 'God. This leads us 

, Spirit's testi,mony is 'given within us, for He has sent into., ~mother field, but Paul introduces it here' in the ' 
His -Spirit into our hearts, 'saying. "Abba, Father;" a ei,ghth ~f Romans. Th'e· fall of man has brought ruin 
joint testi~ony. It is the Holy Spil'it in us that explains everyw'here. 'Sin has invaded the wh~le creation. Why 
our filial feeHng toward God as our Father. WhlIe under the heavens are pot clean in His 'sight! And sin ori'gin
the law, while a.sinner, working to !be sa,\"ed, we ha'd no ated :in the h,eavens -,of 'Glory. ,But there 'is ·to be new -
such 'filial feelin'g; we had a 'sense' of dread,' and fear, heavens and a new eart'h, wherein dwelleth' righteousness: , 

'and terror. But under grace. the believer has life and '!~~ ~hole creation of animate an~ inanimate things.is . 
peace throu'gh the ~ord Jesus Christ. In a 's4lte Qf suffering and degradation. Weare 'groap.ing , , 

creatuz:es in a ,gro!1nillg cr~ation. The ground was cursed 
. ,Joint Heirs· .. ' , for man's sak~. _The ground :produces noxious weeds and' 
'Now the believer is an 'heir of God, and a joint-heil' . there are large area·~: of territory.that are ~utterly b~rren .. 

with ,Christ. This filial -feeling 'belongs to childl'en, and and ·unproduGtive. A 'good many years ago 'Brother Mac- .... 
~Hdren ~re ·heirs. ·If we a;re children, say,g the apostle, Donald, pastor emeritus of my church, and I were di-iv-' 

.. then .we a:re heirs, and we are Joint-heirs\with the Lord ing.across the State of F,lorida: We were drivtng through. 
Jesus' Christ. In aU lands children are heirs of their the interior of 'a certain :section, and on either side of the 
parent&. But there is a difference here lbetween Jewish highway there' was scarcely any vegetation at all - no 

. and Roman' law. '. Under Jewish law the first-born re-· taU stately palms, noth.ip.'g Hk~.a royal ,palm, no 'vegeta- . 
ceived a d'owble portion of the inheritance,' and if there tion, not~ing for miles and mUes .Qut just ·scrub palmettos -
were a40pted chHdren they were eXcluded entireiy: from . grQwing a,foot or two high, but with tremendous 1'00.ts .. · 
the inheritance .. But under Roman' 'law the adopted child As we drove along 'BrothE)r' MacDonald s·aid: ;'Brother" 
shared equally with the -first ... born and any other children qole do. you 'know why this land _wa,s' put 'here?'" Of 
in the hOIne.· God's adoption foilows the pattern of the course I could not answer the question;. I can never 
Roman law, so that the believer in: Jesus Christ, though a~swer any question. 1 said, "Well "no." And he 'said 
an adopted son, is 'a .doint .. heir with the elder Brother "Why' it is very simple; it,·was .put 'here to ·keep jro~ 
and what the Father has for the elder Brother He ha~ having a hole in the group-d." , This is a ·groaning crea
for His adop'te~ chHd. .Som-eone has remarked that God tion:;' everything is in a state of d-e>gradation and we are 
was so' well pleased with Hi,s only be'gotten .son that He here groaning with this 'groaning creation: t'hough we 
determined to make every other son just like 'Him. That ·have the firstfruits of th~ Spirit.' . , 
"is the des-tiny of Ib-eli~vers in Jesus ·Christ. IGlory is the' You 'know the 'state of 'creation seems to 'be inconsistent 
destiny· of all of 'God's child,ren. Christ will give rewards . with the 'government of an all-powerful and all-wise and 
for -faithful service, ibut that is not -before us here in the good GO'~ .. And t'he proud sceptic is completely ·baffled 
eighth c'h~pter of Romans.-The ,point is that !believers 'in -afJ he studies" .this existing creation. Hume 'spea'ks the • 
Jesus 'Christ are heirs of God, and joint..1heirs with the langua'ge of every' r~flecting infidel, when he says, "The 
Lord Jesus <;:hrist.· , . .'.; .' ,whole i~ a riddle, an enig·ma, an. inexplica:ble ·mystery. 

Dou'bt, uncertainty, s'U'spel1se of juogment, appear the 
Present' Suffering only result of our most accurate scrutiny' of this subject 

oThen the apostle 'goes on to talk ·ab9ut some suf.fering:· of a degradedl and groaning creation." But the Bible alone-
"If so be that we suffer with him, 1l1at we may !be also dispels the darkness, and unveils the mystery of a groan-' 
glorified together." The ·path to Glory is the path of in:g creation. It has -b~en 'su'bjected to degradation 'be
pain. That is. inevitable. Paul draws-a'contrast 'between cause of man'·s sin. ' . 
present suffering and future glorY. The !believer ';hassuf
ferings and -troubles common ·with· other men, 'but the 
believer has troubles th'at other JDen do' not 'have. The_ 
believer suffers from the chastening haneJ . of 'his heavenly 
Father, '~for whoIQ the 'Lord ,Ioveth 'he chasteneth, and 
8COurgeth ~very .son whom' 'he receiveth." The believer 
suffers, as Paul 'did, 'from' the cor;rupt nature that re-

. mains wit'hin him -from ·which 'he 'craves to -be delivered. 
-- But Paul says, "The sufferiI).g·s of this present time are 

not worthy to 'be compared· with the glory which shall 
be revealed in us." I can think' of 'Paul sayill'g to Ter
tius, "I want to ponder a few minutes; you lay down. 
your pen and rest a wiiile." Paul thinks about this pres
ent suffering and 'future .. glo~y. He does some calculat
ing; as it were, he puts down items of suffering in one 
column, and the items of glory in the other column, and 

. then when he sums them up ihe exclaims: "'The sufferings 
of thi's pre~ent time are not worthy to be compared with 

.. the 'glory which. sha'll be revealed: in. us." He says there 
is no comparison between .the two.· This verse was un
finished on the' lips' of "Calvin as he depaJ;"ted this life in 
1664. 

. . Creation in a State of Hope 
'But c:re~tion is ,in f1 state of hope.. I do not mean this 

to be taken to mean that ,plant Jife and animal Hfe -are to 
. be resurl'ected, in the future .glory, but it 'simply means 
that there will be no groaning creation when Ule heavens 
and the earth are renovated... !fhis g'J;'oaning creation 
does not share in 'grace with us, but it wil! 'share in glory 

. with the sons of 'God. . So the believer !him-sel'f shares 
with 'the 'groaning creation while waiting for Glory •. He 
has the. firstfruits of -the ,Spirit, which is a ·pledg~ and a 
guarantee of full deliverance, but the great part-of OUI' 

inheritance this very 1!0U! is' laid up for us in -Heaven .• ' 
The -believer'·s present with respect· to 'Glory is one- of 
hope. We are:saved in hope; not ,by !hope. We are in hope, 
in a state of hope, a's concerning Qur ultimate glorifica-
tion and complete salvation. . .' 

"Christ is com1Dg! let creation 
'Fl'()in her groans' and travail cease; 

Let tlJ.e glorious proclamation . 
Hope restore and faith ·increase: 

'. 
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. Chr:ist is coming! 0 • ent that is very poisonous, which, if taken alone, would 
Com~,.T,hou blessed Prin-ce of Peace.'~ be fatal, 'but the dru'g'gist compounds these ing~edients. 

o He pou.rs a little ,out of this vial, and a little out. of 811-
. And when He comes,our salvation will1be completed, and other vial, .and so fortl}., and then' works thein together, 

the groaning creation wm. ~be. delivered, and the new and aU th~~ ingreooents wOl;kiilg together. effect a ~ure. 
heavens :and'the,new earth w,i.H be our~/ When I watc'h 'an artist working on a picture I am sure 

, it is going to 'be a mes:s. ne da~bs,palnt ~ere and tI:te~.e 
The 'Spirit 'of -Adopti~.n on the canvas, 'and I look at the picture and am sure It 

The believer 'bas already been adopted, and has the, is 'gQin.g to be a failure .. But when ,it .is finished it'l()oks 
',spirit of adoption, hy whieh he cries, "Abba, Father," pretty good. It is the/same way with a 'S<!ulptor: If we 
but he 'has not !yet ·been manifested as, a son. John said; do not understand 'the w~rk of ,a' SCUlptor, as 'he-takes °a 
«Beloved now are we the sons of God, and it doth not rough piece of 'marlbl~ or of stone ,and, begins to chisel 
yet a:ppe~'r what we shall be: ;bu:t we know that, 'when and chisel' it will look to us Hike ,he makes a' Iot o~ useless 
he, shall appear; we shall 'be like him; for we shall 'see licks on that piece of marlble. ,But he knows the art, and 
him as he is." Among the Ro~ans adoption wa's tw~-fold: , ,when it is finished. there is the 'beautiful statue. Th~e 
privately and pu'bl~cly. 'Wnen a &>man father deCIded to are other illustrations we can think of. A preaeher on,ce. 

:'adopt' a child that was not' his own there was nothing went:in a blacksmith',s shop and he saw the s'killed 'black
public a'bout it,' no' pu1blic ceremony; it was all done pri-' smith and his helper' at work. The sJ.s:illed smith had a 
vately and quietly. He would go to the ,proper authori- 'little hammer and theY. would place a piece of 'metal pn 
ties and fiII out the necessary papers, and take the child 'theanvii and'the 'smith would just tap it with the, Httle 
home with him. Then ;later' on there would ,be a public hammer where 'he wanted the ,helper with th!! ;bi·g 'hammer,' 

,ceremonY·in-,which'tiMs adoption-was made public. Our to 'strike. And 'co-operating, worlcln'g togetper, ~e work 
adoption is something like that. We are adopted now as was'done. You laiow.1like to:thinik of God \fith His little 
the s~ns of GO,d, but there has 'p,ee~. no pub~i~ ceremo~y hammer teHi-ng the 'devil where"to strike 'wi~ -'his big 
about it, and the wodd do~s not kJ:low a~y~hmg about '1't; . hiimmer. A woman, in the midst of terrible affliction and . we -haye not ';be~n manifested ,'yet as, 'the :sons of 'G~d. sorrow, crred out: ,"Oh, why did God make .me like thisJ" 
But,--blessed 'be 'God,' when t'he Lord Jesus ChrIst.' And her nei'gh1bour 'said, "Why He 'hasn't ,made you yet; 
Comes we will then ,'be manifested a-s ~he' sons of God you are just in the .process of 'beinlg ma4e." All tp.ings 
before the whole creation. , 'work together for 0 our 'good, 'for good to them that love 
. Another b'lessed thoU'g'bt is that the believer has the, 'God, and who are the called,ac-cording to His 'purpose. 
help of the Holy ·Spirit whHe 'he -is waitin'g .for 'GI~ry. .' . 
We· have His, help i~' prayer, we have His 'help in 'guid- . Th~ Five Links ~f Redemption's Chain 
anee and leadership. An~ who does not realize the need Then . assurance is 'based upon .God's ,eternal purpose 
of help 'in these two things? ' We cannot always go to for His people. God's eternal purpose for His people is 
,the Bible to decide what.to do, 'or,what course to' follow. their -glorification, and that purpose shall not fail. We 

,We can wit'h reference' to things moral, hut ,ther~ are have here in these .verses ~ive links in}he chain of re-
many things that we -cannot 'consult the' Bible about when demption. This 'chain of five ~iniks calJno~, be !brOKen, be
we have to make decisions., But the'Holy Spirit is in us' 'cause they. are the links pf God's eternalpur,pose. T4,e ' 

, to lead us and to guide us. And how' we !;leed Him to : first link is forekiwwledge. :This is' not foresight, it is 
help us in prayer! He helps our infirmities 'in the matter . not. foreknowledge' of -acts it, ~s foreknowledge of per

,q:f prayer. I sc;m;tetimes think ~!Day.b~ we never c;10 mu,ch sons; it is to for~imow a :person with the intention of 
praying until we 'pray with groanmgs that cannot ibe, blessing him. In foreknowled!ge !back in Eternity' God 
uttered., But here is consolation for us: God 'in Heaven set His heart on His people. The second link 'is predes-

' understands the mind of the Spirit, and when the 'Spirit tination. "For whom' 'he did for~now, he ,also did pre
helps 'our infi.rnl'ities in prayer, ~akin'&' groaning'S ~ot u~ destinate to'be -conformed to the image of his Son." Those 
and in us that 'cannot be uttered, our Father understands upon whom He set His heart' He detennined that they 
it. After all, He listens to the heart,' and not to the lips, would be made' Eke th'e Lord Jesu:s Christ. The third 

- when yve pray. link is' the effectual call.· "Whom' he did predestinate, 
III. them he 'alSo 'called." This is the -inward and invincible 

call of the Holy Spirit. This is the call that ma:kes the 
The Believer's Assurance invitation of the .gospel accepted. 0 This is the -call of the 

We are J'ust now getting to the 'grandest part ,of thJs Holy Spirit through the gospel, capsing the gospel of 
Jesus 'Christ to be understood and appropriated; it is the 

·Epistie. V Brses twenty-eight to thirty-nine give. us the can that makes a ,saint of a sinner ; i,t is tpe lifegiving 
belie,ver's assurance. The 'believer i's ~s'sured of Glory; -call 
first, I~ecause Providen~e is 'working~or his good. "An!!' call that quiekens t'he dead.; it is the Ji,ght-givip.g. , 
we 'know that ·all·things wOl'k together fot: good to them that ;brings us from the power of darkness into th~ king
that love God to them who are ,the called according to dom of God"s dear Son of light and Hberty. 
hi-s purpose."" It requires a' mighty God to make every- ,The fourth link' is justification., Faith ~s the effect of 
thing that happens to. us ,work for' our .good. ,It is a the effectual call, and the cause of justification. We are 
glorious 'God Who can take all the experiences of our .'justified by faith, but ?ur ~ait~.'was the ~es~1t of. t~e 
lives and weave, them into a glorious ·garment qf good. caH of 'God: Then -the !1.na,ll1.nk '£n redempt'£On s cha1.n '£s 
Notice, it is not said that everything works fo~, our good" glori:f~at~on. "And w~o~ he, j,!-stified, them ,he. also 
but everything works' together. ~hat is co-operB:tion. You g.lor~f~ed.'. ~d; all of It 'IS put 1D the past tense, t~e 
are sick, you -go to your Physician, he preserlbes; you glo!1.fIcatIon IS 1D the pas~tense b~use the al?ostle. I'll 
take the prescription to, your druggist, and he com- wrItmg from the standpomt o~ ~d s ~tern&! p!1l'pose. 
pounds it. That 'prescription may ~n for ~me ingredi- And what, God purposed back In E,ternlty. will lust as 

, , ... 

, . 
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surely be a-ccomplished as if it had already been accom
plished. . . 

Then another' 'ground of our assul'ance is God's gift 
of Hi's Son, Jesus Ghrlst. The point is made that if God 
did not spare His only beloved Son then ,lle will not re
fuse to give us everything else with His Son. 'The gift 
of Jesus Christ carries with it the gift of everything eI-se 
we will need to ,glorify us in Heaven. :Since He gave His 
Son fo!," us He will with Him give us alI good things. He' 
Who did not withhold His Son will not withhold any good ' 
11hing from His people. 

. The Challenge 

Then the apostle, filled with this 'assurance of eternal 
felicity, begins to fling challenges: "Who shall accuse?" 
"Wh'O shall condemn?" "Who shaI.I 'separate us?" "Who 
shaH lay anythin'g to the charge of God's elect? It is God 
that justifiet'h." Who can condemn those whom God has 
justified? If God :be for us whp.can .be against us? Who 
is he that condemne1ih? Will Chl'ist condemn us? No, it 
is Christ Who died for us, yea rather, that is risen again 
fGr: us. "Who shall separate us from tJle love of Ohrist?" 
And the apostle thinb of all the 'P9ssi'ble evil~ to whieh . 
his people mi'g'ht be ex:posed - tribulation, distress, per
secution, famine, nakedness, peril, sword', and then he 
exclaims that "in all these things we are more than con
querors through him that loved us." Then he sweeps the 
universe, and t'h,inks of every possible enemy,- and says; 
"I·am persu'aded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
·nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, 'shall 'he alble to separate us from the love of 
God, which is- in Chr,is-t Jesus- our Lord." For the person 
who makes his calling and election sure 'he can be assured 
that there is nothing in the 'grave 'Of the past, nothin·g 
in the perils of the present, and nothing in the womlb of 
the future, thai can separate him from the love of God 
whicil j,s in ChiistJesus the Lord. . 
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confess her relationship to' God (Matt. 10:32; Luke 9:26; I 

Rom. 1:16), or her connection with His prophet (2 Tim. 1: 
16-18). The maiden remained true to the Lord Whom she 
had been taught at home :to love, revere and obey. More
over, she loved her captors, and became concerned for them; 
their need she took to heart, till i,t became a burden. Then, 
she did What she cpuld (Mark 14:8). If 'only we s'h,)u!d 
dejrire more fervently -to be of semce to others, the oppor.· 
tunities would soon appear., . 

. The maiden bore testimony .to the mighty' power of Go.] 
to save (Mark 5:19; Luke 24:46-48;' John 15:261 27; Acts 1 :8). 
Her simple witness brought"'hope to :those 'WllO were in de- .. 
spair. Multitudes who now live in the darkness of death 
would welcome the message of ligiht and life which every' 
Ohristian has 'the privilege of proClaiming (Isa. 52:7;' Matt . 
28:18-20). 'Her .words had a profound effect, influencing ,th,,
mighty captain, 1ihe King of Israel and the prophet Elish:t 
(1 Cor. 1:27-31). . 

The King of Syria took matten'into llis own hand, and he 
scorned to follow the directions' of the' captive maid. He 
followed the customs of diplomacy, sendi.ng presents to the 
King of Israel to win"his·favour. But·there is only one way 
of ,sallvation ·(JOhn 14:6; Acts 4:12).. The King of Israel, too, 
misunderstood ,the message and the manner of its delivery. 
He viewed the situation with alarm and dismay, fearing that 
his fadlure to respond !to the demand that he qu:re Naaman 
would incur. the ,anger of the Syrian king. But, notwith-. 
standing 'an the difficulties, the Spirit of the Lord brought 
albout 1ihe desired meetilllg between N-aaman and Elisha. . 
II. Naaman and tbe Great Prophet: verses 8-14. 

The ,prophet Elisha was not afraid to rebuke the Icing for 
his Ifol~y (P.rov. 22:29), and in .doing so he magnified his 
office as the representative of the Lord. He had fai,th 'that 
God would work.a miracle for His glory. ' 

Naaman the Syrian was tested as ·to his sincerity; only 
those who seek 'the· Lord with their whole heart shall find 
Him (Psalm 27:8; 40:16; 119:2; Jer. 29:13). They must be 
wilting to humble themselves 'and :become as little children 
(Matt. 18:3, 4). Not only was the 'great captain instructed 
to 'go 'persona:lly to the home of Jthe prophet, 1;Iut he lJDust. 
ailso subm~t to the humiliation of doing' his business throug'll 
a messenger. No 'attention was ·paid to his imposing retinue. , 
He, the noted Syrian officer, was to go and wash seven times 
in the Jordan River. 

But Naam'an had his own ideas 'as to 'how !he wished to be 
delivered from the dread and incurable disease of leprosy, 
that represents sin in its nature and in· its effects. He had 
planned a spectacU'lar scene, with himself as the centre. ()If 
attraction, 'but nat the 'object of. ridicule, 88' he would surely 
be, if he should. go down to the ·river in the sight of a:ll. 
Moreover, if ,he must wash in a river, were not the rivers of 
his own !Country' superior to those. in isr~l'l Many to-day 
are tempted by the advenary, Satan, to find fault with God's 
revealed plan of salvation. If we are to be saved at alII we 
must be saved in 'God's own way and time. He is Loru, as 
well as Saviour. 

THE HEALING OF NAAMAN, THE SYRI4N LEPER' 
Lesson Text: 2 K:ID1gS 5:1-14. 
Goiden Text: "W1ho forgiveth al~ 'thine iniquities,' !Who healeth 

a:ll thy diseases."-Psalm 103:3. 

Naaman's servants saved -the situation' by their common 
sense. They took his attention away from the details of the 

, method, and directed his mind to the fact of salvation. To 
be 'healed would be a blessing for which he S'hould be wiUing 
to endure al1 hardship (Matt. 16:26). 

N-aaman went down - literally and me'taPhorieailty; he 
was wiUing to stoop down and o'bey the word of the~ Lord, 
spoken 'through the prophet (Matt. 16:24, 25; Luke 14:11). 
He washed seven times in the Jordan (John 9:7), the wS$'hing 
being symboldc of the W'aslhin'g of regeneration, whereby sins 
are washed away:·(P~a. 51:7; Ac1:s ,22:16; Tit. 8:5). The rav
ages of sin were counteracted; he was cleansed and· healed 
(Mark 1:40-42; (Luke 17:12-14). ~s hea:ling illustrates the 
salvation Of the soul from death. It was a miracle, performed 
by the power of God (Eph. 2:8-10), throu~ the instrumen
tality' of His servant, who .'had proclaimed the word (1 Cor.' 
1:21-24), and on !Condition Of faith and obedience on the part 
of Naam:an (Mark 1:15; Rom. 10:9, 10; 1 P~ 1:22, 23).' By 

I. Naaman and the Captive Maid: verses 1-7. 
.Naaman, the victorious Syrian general, had been instrumen

tal !in ibringing deliverance to ibis people from. their enemies~ 
He was riel!., famous and courageous, but !he was a leper. ' 
Unless God should intervene, he would. be doomed to a life 
of isolapon and misery, 'and would die a ClUel, creeping 
death. Sin brings W'Qe and death to alt- ihiglh 'and tow, ri~h 
and poor, ,great and 'lowly (Rom. 8:21-23). . 

God had aJready made Pl'OviS~Oilto 'm'eet 'tihe need of 
Naaman. In the home of Na:amanwas· an Israelite maid, 
taken captive Iby the Syrians in one'oIf their raids into the 
neiglhbouring land of Palestine (1 Sam. 30:1; 2. Kings 13:20; 
24:2). ·God loved us ere we· sinned, and He ,planned redemp
tion for us from all eternity fRom. 5:8; 2 Tim. 1:9, 10; 1 Pet. 
1:18-20; Rev. 13:8). . . ' 

The name of the litt:le maid is not recorded, !but iher wo~. 
may be .judged by ;the fact that she was chosen to wait upon . 
Naaman's wife.- She did. not rebel against the adverse cir-' 
cumsianCies. of her ldfe (Rom. 8:28, 37), nor was she influ~ 
enced 'by her iheathen smToundings, or silenced by the' for
malities.of court life !(nan. 1:8). She was not ashamed to 

grace he was completely renewed and restored. . . 
. . Suggested Hymns . . 

The 'Whole world was lost. . 
...... . A'ruler once came to.JeI!US 'bf night. 

What can wash away D.lY stam Y 
Come, every soul, Iby sin oppressed. 
I 'hear tihe 'Saviour say. . ,. ' .. 
Out of my bondage, sorrow and: D!lg'ht. 

r 


