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"And this they did, not as we hoped, but first garve their own selves -to'the Lord, 
and unto us ~Y tlhe will of God." 2 Cor. 8:·5. 

I SPEAK to you, dear ,friends, this morning from my. 
, sick bed. I shall try to make myself heard. . 
Some weeks ago Mr. Tarr pu!bHshed 'in THE GOSPEL 

WITNESS an article by Mr. Spurgeoniecounting -his 'ex­
periences as' a ·sick· man, teJ:Iing all that he had suffered, 
and, what a tri'a1 it was. 8ince he did that I may pet-haps 
,presume to refer. to myself. All that Mr. Spurg·eon suf­
fered I have suffered, and very much more. His suffer­
ings were gouty 'pains, which 1asted for some time, :but 

. not for a very great while .. Mine 'have' lasted for four-' 
teen months, and that is a 10ng time to ·be ~uffeting in 
bed. However, I have learned many lessons, and it has 
not 'been ··aB sufferi.ng. I have had some very deli'ghtful 
experiences wit'll the Lord, and I am 'going 1'0 try to tell 
you this' morning some of the lessons I have lea·rned. 

,First of all I must tell you how Igrievously I have 
mi-ssed you all, and. how much I ''have 'longed for your 
fellowship. I do not boast when 'I say that· as long ago 
as I can remember T cannot recall having missed one 
opportunity of attending the house of the Lord When 'it 
was possible to be .there. I !have loved tlhe !ha!bitation of 
God's house, and the place where His honour dwelleth. 

The text l. have given you has a world of meaning in 
.it. No one i-s of any real vaque to the churCh until he 
has first given himself to the Lord. And so. I want to. 
speak a little o.f that first o.f au, and try to. ea;plain what 
I co.nceive to. be invo.lved in giving one's self to. the Lo.rd. 

It is 'not just !beco~ing a churCh member, and making 
a profes'sion of religion, it is not walking up the aisle in 
response to an invitation; it is rea:IIya surrender of one's 
own self to the Lord. And what dues that involve, to give 
our own selves unto the 'Lord?' How can we do 'it, and 
in what sense are we thus surrendered to Him? Well 
first of all, it is to 'give up ourselves to tlte Lord· in the 
sense that aH' of our personal interests are 'subordinated 
to the wUl o'f 'God., It is to put 'Christ 'f-irst in everything. 
It means to put Him first in our bus'iness, to .put Him 

Ibefore our husiness in fact, and always to consider w.hat 
the Lord's will is ·in respect to any course of' action con~ 
templated, whatever your !business ,is. It means. that you 
put Christ first, you give ·priority always to His cla'ims. 
and put yourself in the second' p'lace. 'It means that you 
must sur·render your profits, and consider ·first what will 
be "glorifying to Him, and not what' wiU be profitahle' to 
you. It means to ·put the- cu'stomers' interests largely 
before your own. It means" in short, to put Jesus Christ 
first in everything, every day, and all the time, from 
morning till night. .. 

Now that means' to live unto God whoHy, so that is 
w;hat we must do. It means that we .must put Him .before 
our family. Many parents allow their children to crippll;! 
their Christian l'iyes. They indulge them. They do many 
things 'because the children ask them, which the Lord 
,would not have done. Now this we must be careful 'of. 
You re'member how our 'Lord. said that unles-s a man. 
should love Him more ·than his father 'and mother and 
wife and- children, and his own life a:lso, he could not Ibe 
His disciple. That is just what· 'it means, and nothing 
less than that .. I 'know that is a very ,much higiher stand­
ard t'han· that -set by the average professing Christian, 
:but the ,standard is npt too hig-h, a:ndit is the only stand­
ard which the New Testament recognizes. It means to. 

:..learn to say ·"No" to the chiidren. It means to learn to 
deny them fuat which 'wou1d be jnjurious to them;' it 
means to for!bid their ·going to the movies wihen they 
want to go, 'because it would do them harm. It means, 
in short, to set 1fu.e children an example of putting Christ 
first in everythin.g. . 

'It means, .putting Christ before the church. A 'great 
many people thin!k more of the church and of their.· De­
nomination than they -do af .the Lord Jesus, and when 
interest's conflict they yiel!i their inferests to the c~ul"Ch_ 
'instead of to the Lord. Now thos~· who ,put the· :JArd 
first wi1ltbe separated people; they wi'll have to be. T,heY 
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wilt" sometimes 'find that they have to part co'inpany with 
their own church, and with their Denomination, and, witli ' 

. their minister, and witili many others. But cost' what it­
may they must put 'Christ first, or'theY"are not.doing.­
what' these Macedonians ·did. 'Many otherwise earnest. 
Christians are slaves to their Denomination. They think 
more of their D'enomination and of . their ,church than· 
they do .of Christ, 'and when the church;goes' Wl'ong they. 
go wrong' with it. This must not !be if we are to observe 
the principle of the text,. I am glad ,that o'ur people in 
Jarvis 'Street follow. so closely, the w~ys of the Lord .. 

" I 'am glad that they do as Jarvis Street does as we try 
... to "follo}\" Him. But if and whenever,jarv'is 'Streetgoell 

astray it becomes' your duty not to 'follow them, but to 
give yourselves unto the Lord, and unto the Lord only. 
.' The' one supreme' example of one's' g{~i-n:g himself to 
the Lord' is ;that of A'bi-a:halIIl.' When 'God said to him, "­
"Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac,'"whom thou 
10vest;'aI)d .. '. offer him there for'a burnt offering upon 
. one of the mouritains which I will tE)11 thee of," Abraham 
olbeyed the Lord, and went so fa.r as to' stretch forth 'his 
hand to slay !his sQn. And God told h'im· to'lay not his 
hand upon the 'lad, "for 'now," he 'said;; "I know that thou 

. fearest .·God·, .... seeing thou' hast nQt withheld thy', sQn, 'thine 
only 'son .from me." The New . Testament states it thus: 
"By .faith Abraham, whElD he was tried, offered up lsaac : 
and 'he tJiat 'had received the promises offered up his oniy 
son, of Whom it was said, That in Is·aac shall thy seed 
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NOTE ABOUT PASTOR'S NEW YEAR'S MOT'FO 
'be called: accounting that God wa·s a'ble to raise hitro up, 
even from the dead; froin whence' also he reCeived :him . Our readers are 'aware of the fact that the· Editor of' 
iIi" a figure." You will say tliatis a very hi-ghstandard. this paper has 'bee.n la'id aside u.pon the sick..:be.d' for t'he 
Quite true; it is the'Divine standard, the "Biblical stand- past fourte~n' months: As the re'gular New Year's meet­
ard, 'and the.only· standa.rd by which we may ibe guided. ing approached', he determined that 'he would send ames': •. 
We never give ourselves .unto the Lord until we -have sa'ge to the church. The message is cQntained in the. 
g"ive'n up our dearest treasur~' to ~eath, arid rece'ived it pages, of, thi~ i~sue of .THE GO~PEL .WITNES~.. Our ,i~­
back from pod as tlhe living ·guarantee that He will ~ul-' p~esslOn, of 1:1; IS best ~um~~,rlz,~d.m the'. wo~d,~ ~h~ch 
fill-.His promi.se. When thus He has met our require- . Mr. C?le used, ~n hearmg It- After ·bemg. lald:ulde­
'ments it .becomes" our duty to give ourselves unto the for such a long tlme,most m~n would talk 01 themselves; 
Lord. . " : .' ....:.'.. :; he talk~ of Oh~ist '.". '-, . 

No' man is of 'any va:lue to 'God, or to the church untilT:~; ,congr.eg~t.l0n. JllIed Gr~,enway Chapel 'o~ New 
he has wholly 'given himself to IGod.That is the sine Yea: s Day to Jom .m t~e serv~ce of prayer, praIse and 
qua non that IS indispensable to any acceptable serviCe by testImony., Dr, I.~hlelds messa~e:had 'been recorded, on 
God. We first 'give ourselves unto the_ Lord, i'andurito tape 8;nd the whole. company r~Jolced to hear o~ce more 
us' (that is, the'church) by t'he will of God." the VOIce of the under-shephe·rd. .' --'L.K.T .. 

, What -daes' it' mean to gi1J~ ourseLves' to the' Church? 
It ,means to do it"'by the will of God, whatever may 'be SUN-DAY IN JARVI'S STREET 
the will of 'God· in ·that res'pect: That we must do. And ' On the first 'Sunday of the" new year, the services were 
when thus we 'give ourselves to God and to t'he 'chu,rch marked: by good attendance and a fine spirit. .'In the 
then we 'may ,be of soine value. to Him. We'must study morning ,Professor 'Cole spoke on the'suib'ject, "'The .New 
how we ought to serve God in the ch~rc'h, how we s'hould Year 'and'the New Road". One res·ponded to the invita-' 
preach the gospel, ·how we .gthould go aJbout the work o"f tion'. In the evening the associate pastor, Mr. Slade," 

'the Lord 'in generaL 'So the apostles did. They did what - s'poke on "Fire and F,lood". -During the evening serv,ice 
they did b'eca,use' they 'believed 'it was the will of' God, four were baptized. The monthly communion service was 

, And, so they went -from ;place to 'place preaching the gOS-" held after the" evening servic~; at this time five were 're-
'.pel of the 'grace' of God. Thus they 'went everywhere, ceived'into th'emembership of the church. . ~L.K.T. 
preachin~ the Word.. " _.' . , . . 

I 'have a thousand thhigs I s1!ould 'like to say to you 
-t~is' morning, but I ,think this· i'B sufficiently compre­
hensive, and' i'f we follow thes!,! directions we shall not 
go far wrong .. And so.I set before ,you this New Year's 
morning motto, that everyone of, us should begin by. 
giving. ourselves to GOd,."and after 'tha:i 'by ·g,iviIllg' our­
selves to the' Church "by the will.of God. .. I think I must· 
'l~ the rest. 'go "for this morning, and.you 'can follow ,it 
out for you~selves. ' May we thus spend, ourselves this 
yea.r i.n this. way, to the praise of the ,glory of His Name. . 

':'-. , , 

CHRIST~ THE RULE,it OF THE CHURCH 
:Chii-st loves to dweU in. a house which is 'built a'ccord--

. inK to His own plans, and, not .according to the whims and 
fanci'es of ~en. The Church ought not to set up as her 
authority. the decrees of men, either living or dead; her 
ruler. is .Christ. AS'sociat-ions formed otherwise than 
according to Scri.pture must fail in the l.ong run. I Wlsh­
Christians would believe this. ChiUingworth said.: "The . 
Bible, and the 'Bible ,alone, is the religion of Protestants." 

• SPURGE)QN 
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A . Terrible ":Crime".!' ". 

I N THE GOSPEL WITNESS of December 16, we wrote 
. of Rome's' recent interference in the educational sys­

tem of-Cana,da's tentll prov'in,ce,"Newfoundland, The sys­
tem in that province' is one centered around d-enomiml­
tional schools, In accord with this system, the United 
Churcl). of Ca1).'ada recommend.ed a Mr. Lloyd. Howse -for 
the position of a School Su·pervisor:. He was not granted 
this position because tlle Roman -Churcn O'bjec,ted! Yes: 
'because the Churc'n 'of Rome did not end()rse Ii Protestant 
supervisor for Proj;estant schools, tlle' government yielded 
tc? the servants of the P()pe.· ~ . 

IAt the time_ we felt that tne "Church had no 'bus'iness 
interfering and we could see no reason why it ·should. 
Now. the stor-y.· comes' out and we are told why 'Rome' 

. objected to Mr. 'HowEle. The St. John's Telegram' a'bly 
tens the sto~'y as follows :,---;- , 

'~Offered the job 'as u:c. ISc1lo01 SUp'ervisor, .which 
. he accepted, "Lloyd Howse wa's later told- he was riot 
·acc~ptatble. In a letter to The, ,!,elegram, Nov. 2, 
Mr. Howse told his story in the extracts Ibelow: 

"Last year an advertisement appeared, in the" 
press ~or U.O. 'Supervi~ing Inspectors. School su­
pervision appealed to me and ·so I applied. My ap­
plication was 'favorably' received and I was re­
'ques'ted to 'go to .St: John's for .an 'iriterview-whi~h 
I d-id during the Easter vacation. This ,interview 
was s'iIcc~ssfuL Every member of the JJ .. C. Council 
of Education was in 'favour ,of my appoi.ntment. 
T.he, decision was unan'i'mous. 'The job is yours,' 
said Dr. Cu,rtis, ~but it has to be approved !by the 
·Ca'bine-tobefore it·becomes official.' It need scar,cely 
'be saId that the cornerstone of sectari-aneducation 

, is: the autonomy.of .ea'ch denomination with'in Its 
'own educational sphere. In other words, Oa!binet 

. approval i·s a mere' formality. Hence I was virtu-
ally appoin~ed" .: ' 

"Immediately after Easter I tendered my resi'g­
nation to the Corner Brook 'Publ-ic School Board I to 
become effective at the end of the s'chool year. The 
'Board- asked me to reconsicier, but to no avail. My 
decision to become a .school' SU'perv'isor was' irre-

'vocable. Time passed quickly, and 's.oon I was 'back 
home 'in ,Glovet;town where I intended to' spend a 
short· holiday 'before proceeding to St. John's to in­
struct ,in Summer School. (All 'SupervisOrs are 
,o'bJiogated. to ·serv.e in Summer ·School.) However,' 
th~ va'cation :was .short l-ived, for QD- June 26~ Dr. 
Curtis called me on the telephone requesting' that 
'1 ~ome to St. John's- for consuUation.- Naturally I 

, consented to go and next morn'ing I atlpeal'ed in the 
Superintendent's office. After we exchariged greet­
ings Di-. ·Curtis· came t6 the ·point. I He said that 
-the R.C. Church was deeply perturbed by my letter 
whi~p ea) criticizeiL statements made Iby Bi-s'hops 
O'Reilly and (b) favoured amalgamation of schools. 
But this was 'not all: Far from it. I listened with 
growing a,pprehens'ion as he stated; categorically 
th'at the RC. Ohurch was fanati"cally opposed to my 

becoming a School :Supe'rvisor and had ob-rought 'pow­
erful pres'sllre to bear li·poI).. the Ca!Qinet to -stop the 
appointment. 'The 'Ca'binet: continued Dr, Curtis, 
"was divi'ded over the issue -'and 'had shelved it.' 
(ParadoX'ically, however the Cabine1;'s indecision 
was really deCisive, for shelving a matter is· tanta­
mount to rejecting it.) Nevertheless. for 'a brief· 
moment the thouglit 'fl~!!he~ acr~ss my mind that· 
the door was not finally shut and- so·I said: 'Do you 
think it -is reason~ble. to assum~ t~at th~ Ca'bin~t 
will eventua1.Jy decide in -my favour?'"No. -It was 
nott a reasonable assum'ption. I ·suppos.e it was 
l'ather naive of me to have indulged in such wishful 

· thinking, 'for the crux of the matter from the po­
· .' .litical ·poiJ;lt of view:· 'How map.y votes can Howse 

command at an election.?' Aias for the o'bl'iquities 
and caHou!'ness of politicians! .-

" 

"It was less than a fortnirght since I had severed 
. my connections . with Corner Brook wliere. I had 

· . spent such happy and reward;ing years .. And now 
suddenly and without warning. I was struck down. 
The incredirble tale'whi~h Dr. Curti-s told was a bit-

. ter pang to me. No man likes to ,be"clawed down. 
And it was done su.rrept,~tiously. ·T·hat was.::.the~'un-· 
-kindest cut of all'. Here were the ·prot~gonists of 
sectarian educati"on, who affir~ that the system is 
essential ·in order to include "Christian ethics,. en­
gaging ·in tactics that are the very antithesis of.' 
the ,Sermon on the Mount. ,What a,n extraordinary 
commentary on the worl~ings of the h~man mind./ 
I must con-fess that I felt de~p resentmept while at 
the.s'ame time :[ was rl"isiJ.lusioned," '. .. . 

I 

Notice ·that ·the Roman Catholic Church objected- not 
!because of Mr. Howse's lack of qualifications or experi- " 
ence nor .because of ·his character but :because he dared 
to ci'itici~e same statements, of, two Romfln Bishqps! 
Surely a terri,hle "crime" ! . , 

. I. 
In another letter Mr. Howse says, "I had ,no idea that 

it was ,an 'offence to criticize a clergyman, and so I re;­
futed stateme'nts -by .two hi-shops. The result? I was • 
struck dO.wn. No amount of twaddle; no amount of clap­
trap can conceal the pregnant fact that the R.C. Ohurch 
deprived me of a position . which is rig~tfully ~ine. It is 
no mere rhetorical question to ask, ,'Whose turn will be 
next?'" 

Hjlve we come upon a'day when 'it is .thought wrong to , 
d'isa-gree with anyone' else? Is 'Conformity to error the 
great virtue and silence the mark of 'brave .'men1. .some 

'may be disposed to say that this 'is a minor incident. Not 
. so! Mr. Howse rightly as'ks, "Whose turn, will Ibe next?" 
If Rame is given full sway, you may rest assured thllt 
next 'in line will be any who oppose her tyranny and false 
teaching. . 

·Surely this ,incident in Newfoundfand, will:heli> to 'per­
suadeProtestants and all Hberty-lovinog citizens that • 
Rome is the enemy' of a free eaueational system ·and of· 
civil li1bertY. ' 

-L.X.T,· 

" 
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BOOK REVIEW 
SINGING ·IN THE :VALLEY: A W()rd of. Cheer from ,the 

Twenty-Third Psaj~, by Robert' Ba·rr. Pu·bUshed 
and distributed by Evangelical PubUshers, 366 Bay 
Stre~t, Toronto 1, Canada. Cl'Oth bound, 95 pages'~ 
Price $1.00. 

i The 'l'wenty'.:Third Psalm, 'called 'by Mr. Barr "The 
Westminster ~bbey of the PsaIter", since "in a wonder­
fuJ way all that is best in the Psalms finds ,expression in 
thi's PsalII),," >b'as Ibeen of untold ,blessing to multitudes: 
Probably no portion of tJbe Sacred Word b.as 'brought 
more courage, comfort~ cheer and inspiration to troubled. 
hearts than has the Shepherd Psalm, The servant of 
God who can make real to the !heart the blessed truths 
taught therein has perf'Ormed a miI;l,istry 'Of 'lasting Ibene­

,fit. The present volume is a devotional meditation which 
.81bound:s fnpoetical expression and homely illustration, 
as the heart-searching message of the· fsaqm is applied to~ 
the lives'of men and women of our day. 
• The late Rev. Robert Barr, M.A., was eminently fitted 

to undertake tlhis mission of consolation and encourage­
ment. He was educ'ated in Scotland and 'there spent the . 

, ~arly years of his ministry before going to Capetown, 
South Africa, where he was greatly used of the Lord 
among Europeans, white and coloured folk. His last 
years of 'servIce were spent in Toronto at Knox P~esby-

, terian° Chu,rch. He passed away in 1953. His devotion 
to 'jjh,e Lo'rd, his zeal in His 'service, and ihis tender com­
passion for the souls of wounded men and wom'en 'breathe 
through . tlhe Hnes of eve'r!y. page of this precious little 
volume. ,"- '. 
, ' The truths of tlhe Psalm are 'aptly summarized and ex­
pounded in the various chapters, ;bU't never ,does' the 
analysis become stHted, and never does the ~ession or 

. -the' form of tJbe tJhought take from the ·force of .the truth 
itself, ;but rather th.ese add to the glory and heauty,o'f 

, the .promises. Even the headings of 'the chapters strongly 
invite furtJher· reading and study of tlhe Psalm; for ex­
ample, 'Three Great Contentments, Precious Foretastes 
of Heaven, With Christ in Li'fe's Common~laces, JesU's 
and Angels in Disguise, The Shepherd's True Home. 

. 'Xt the commencement 'of this inspil'ing' book ,the 
Twenty-Third Psajm is quoted in full in the Authorized 
Version, and in a Supplement, other versions' are given; 
such as Latin, Ojibway, Portuguese, Afrikaana and 
Gaelic, in addition to the lovely Paraphrases and Metrical 
Versions from the Scottish Psalters. .. 

Strongly and attractively bound in green cloth, this 
'book telling of' refreshment and rest()ration wiN be ~her­
ished by: many who ;peruse its pages, seeking to derive 
from the Word of God the strength needed ,for the pil­
grimage of life, that they may ,be ,enabled, Uke the Psalm­
ist, to lift their songs of praise 1;0 the Lord as they walk 
through the valley, as weI}] as when they (!limb the moun­
~n steeps. 

~DB. O. L. CLARK 
----~ , 

IDLENESS CONDEMNED 
, I am not the. only one that condemns the idle; for once 
when I was going .. to ,give our minister a-pretty long Hst 

. of: the stins of one of our people whom. he was asking 
after,·. I ,began with,: "He's. drea~fulIY lazy." "That's 
,enough;" said the old gentleman; "all 'sorts of sins are 
in' that one."-SPUBGEON. 

BOOK REVIEW. 
. "THOUGH I SPOKE WITH tONGUES .•. " (A Personal Testi­

mony) by Andrew' Jackson Roddy-'l;'ubl'ished and, 
obtainable.'from The Harve8ter, P.O. Box 505, Louis­
!Ville, K~ntucky, U.S.A., 45 ,pages; 50 cents' each or 
3 for $1.00. 

Here is a Igood forty-five page boo:k1et ;py one who for 
a number of years was It 'member of a modern "Pente­
costal" group. The author makes no claim to"'presenting 
a treatise, on the subject of 'Pentecostalism or "tongues" 
but rather simply outli~es his own personal testimony 
and observation. To our mind; this fact enhances the 
value of the 'brlef and simple study:' 

Coupled w'it,h the simple, clear explanation is a 'com­
mendalble charity. Indeed we must confess that often 
it, seemed that the w:riter' went out of his way' to avoid 
any_ charge of unfairnes's. In the end, we feel that he 
accomplished his avowed purpose which he expresses in 
this way:-"It is with a prayer that the witness of .'these 
pages may af'ford enlightenment and information that I 
set about their com.pletion. It is likewise with a 'spirit 
of sobriety that I complete this' testimony, 'seeking to 
Hft f.rom the original draft any trace of ridicule;, to the 
end that the greatest 'good for !both my former and my 
present (and permanent) asSO'ciates may be accom-' 
plished." , ' . I 

'The reader wiH find in these pages a ,good. account of 
first hand contact :with those who teach the second work 
of grace, the state of "sinless" perfection, - the fact of 
divine heaHng and the phenomenon of "tongues". No cold 
doctrine here but personal observation! 

On closing the bookl~t, the reader will rejoice with the 
author in'tlhe g,reat Scriptural truths of grace and will 

"be able to· sing with more meaning "Amazing Grace!" 
At present the 'author, Or. Roddy, is Pro'fessor of New 

Testament 'in the New Orleans 'Baptist Seminary. ' 
-L.K.T.· 

HOME-GOING OF MRS. J. F. NORRIS 
. 'As' the year 1954 drew to a dose, word was received 

here that· Mrs. J. F. Norris had ,passed on to ,be with 
. Christ. She was the widow of the' late Dr.' J. Frank 

Norris of F.i~st' Baptist Church of Fort Worth, Te:x:as. 
On hearing this sad news, Mr. 'Slade 'sent the following 
teiegram to the Fi,rst Baptist Church: 

C.N.T. RUS'H WTRE - 11 a.m: Decemlber 31, 1954 
FIRST BAPTIST OHUROH 

~ .FORT WORTH, TEXAS. 

DR. :SHIELDS .A!N1;> JARVI'S STREET 'oHURCH DEEP- , 
LY -SYMPATHIZE WITH THE MEMBERS OF THE 
FAMILY AND WITH ALL' WHO !MOURN THE LOSS 
OF MRS. J.' FRANK NORRIS _ STOP NO NOBLER 
WOMAN EVER LIVED STOP MRS. ,NORRIS WAS 
.oNE OF' THE LORD'S GREATEST SAINTS AND A 
REAL MOTHER IN ISRAEL STOP MAY GOD COM­
FoRT YOU ALL IN THE ASSURAJ'lCE THAT SHE 
I'S NOW RE-UNITED WITH ~ER HUSBAND, AND'IS 
WlTH CHRIST WHICJI IS FAR BETTER. 

The Scriptures give four names toChristi-ans - 8aint8, . 
for their holiness; . believer8, for their faith; brethre'n, 
for their love; di8ciple8, for their knowledlge. 
, ~A. FULLER 
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. Th~ Common· 9ush Afire With God 
A Sermon by·the'Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields . 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Morning, July 29th, 1984 
(Stenographica:lly Reported) 

(This sermon is taken from our files of hitherto, unprinted sermons and is printed verbatim as delivered. 
Dr. Shields has had no opportunity ei~her to see or reV'ise it sin~e its delivery.) 

'~Now !Moses kept the flock of Jethro !his father-in-law, the priest of Midian: a.ruI 
he led the flock to the b8lCk-side of the desert, and came to ihe mountain of God, even 
to Horeb. 

"And the angell of the Lord 'l!IPPeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the ·midst 
of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the ibushburned W'i1h fire, and the bush was not 
consumed. 

"And Moses said, 'I wild.now turn aside, and see this 'great sdg'ht, why the bush is 
not burnt. . 

"And when the Lord saw that Ihe 'turned aside to see, God cal'led unto 'him out of 
_ the midst of the bush, and 'said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I. 

'~And he said, Draw not ni.gh hither; put off 'Vhy shoes from' oM tlhy feet, 'for the 
place whereon thou standest is holy ground. . 
'. "Moreover he said, I 'am 1Jhe God of thy faJtber, tlhe God of Abraham, tlhe God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he 'Was afraid to look upon 
God. Exodus 3:1-6. 
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M~.NY of the 'great iessons, of history are entilely 
. missed, and history 'is often misread for want of 
perspective. 'We view 'Certain events, and perhaps look 
admiringly on certain gl'eat characters of. the past, and 

. we miss the stirilUlus that ought t() 'come to us, and faii 
to- receive the inspiration Which mi'ght tegitima:tely be 
ours for want .of an ey-e to the 'long road that leads up 
to the great occasion. 

moment; worketh 'for us a far more exceedin.g and 'eternal 
. weight of glory; while we I'ook n()t at the th.ings which 
are seen, 'but at the things which are not seen.'" Because 
of that time element we are expre!,!sly told that the things 
which are. seen are temporal. And i'f you. look at the 
temporal things only, without appreciating their relation 
to the th'ings which are -eternal, you will fail to under­
stand time, and miss -enti·rely the glories of eternity .. 

Look,. then, once a'gai,n at this old story which we have 
read and studied-, I 'suppose, scores of times. Moses saw 
a bush which burned with fire, hut was not consumed. 
I want to find some very s'imple, practical, 'less()ns for 
everyday life in this great record .. 

For many years Moses was, to those who observed hi'm, 
an unfulfilled prophecy. In his early Hfe he promised 
much, and for 'a long time seemed' utterly to .have· failed 
to realize the promise of 'his youth'fuI years. There must 
,have been those who looked upon h!im as somewhat fool­
ish to sacrifice aU 'the advantages of the Egyptian court 
to identify 'himself with a nation of slaves. There had 'THE FIRST IS THIS; THAT ~OSES DID ACTUALLY FIND THE 

. been some compensati()n if after having done ,so he had PATH OF PROGRESS WHICH LED 'TO THE GREAT OPPORTUNITY 
heen .permitted to accomplish anytlJ.:ing. But having re-
nounced the treasures of Egypt, he seemed to have found OF LIFE IN THE FAITHFUL DISCHARGE OF HIS DblLY DUTY. 
no compens·ating advantaJg-e in 'the fife which he had de- I say, Moses .himself must 'have been disappointed. Moses 

had dreamed dreams which apparently had c()me. to noth­
Iiberately chosen. Instead of that, you' find him 'feeding ing. For years Moses was just ·as truly a dreamer' as' 
sheep in the wilderness, goin:g rounda~out in the exez:cise J()seph was. Every man or woman whose life becomes 
of the d·reary routine ()f a somewhat irks()me ·duty, When useful is, in some respect, a dreamer. We all look forward 
all the learning of the E-gyptians, which was his in re-
spect both to h'is wisdom- and his deeds,' seemed now to into the future; we an hope f()r the accomplishment of 

. better and greater things. It was to that ()u·r, Lord ~e-
be utterly unprofitable. ferred whE!D he said to Nathaniel: "Ye S'hall see greater 

,So we ~i~ht v:iew that la·rge section o~ fou; score y;ars things than t'J:lese". Now Ibegin to d-ream; look on into 
of 'Moses hfe, , If we l()s~ ()ur pe:spec~Ive, .If 'We fad to the futqre; anticipate the greater days that aFe to come .. 
see the work of preparatIOn prOVIdentIally bemg accom- . ,We ought always to Ibe do'ing that for we are saved by 
pUshed i!l those dun and d~eary year~. There mus't ha~e hope. . , 
been a' tIme w'hen Mose.s ~I~self felt ~at he was a fall- Moses had been hopeful of a great future. He.Jhad not 
ur~. It m~st have 'b:e~ dlfilcu-lt for hliIn to .endur~, ~ven !blind-ly refused to be caned the son o·f Pharaoh!s dau·gh­
prIOr to hIS great mIDlstry, perhaps even. more dIffICUlt ter; he had 'not tUl'ned h'is back up<>n all the treasures of 
to endure b~ore he entere? ~~on It .'than it was after he E:gypt without some thought of ·some other, and higher, 
was plunged mto all the actIVItIes of It. . and 'better, and more enduring reward. 'The apostle Paul 

. I'want to suggest to you this morning that we must said: "If in this life oniy we have ·hope in Christ, we are 
learon to read properly our. own record, and the record of aU men most miserable." It means something to be a 
of the lives. of others.. W-e must n()t lose sight o'f tIh,is Christian. It invo'lves the surrender very often of tem-. 
prinCipleof 'Perspective: we are to view this· Hfe in the poral ·advanta'ges. It means th-e' 'payment of a price, ()f 
'light of another; we are to measure time in its relation sacrifice, if, 'i'ndeed, we measure an of life by temporal 
to eternity: "Our ligilt affliction, which is ibut for a standards. T·here 'are many thipgs which a Christian 
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'. must ;deny hiin~elf or ·he~self.· 'Ii"' there are' nocompen- di,pl'ine which fitted ,him for'the 'larger s~rvice. And YOU' 
sating advantages ibeyond, if 'we· get. nothing- out of :it remember how Elijah see mea 'for a while to think there 

t by and.'by; and' miss everyth,ing here, well, th'en, what was' nb succesSor; he c(ni'ld se~' no one at all to' ia:k~ his 
'profit is there? 'That app~ared' to be the ca-se wi'th Moses .. :place. :aut there: wa,s 'a man "i0110Wing .. a yoke of oxen, .. 
He :had sacrificed aU temporal adv~nt'ages; and, for ~ followin'g the plough, whom the ,~rd pojnted out to ~im. 
long time seemed to have gained nothing 'in exchange. Elisha was not sitting down idJy dreaming of some. day 
, But Moses h~d dreamed of a ,great future for his p~o-' accomplishiri'g 'sOme great task; he' was jus't' doinl~( the 
pIe. He had loo'ked u'pon the distressJi:J. Hebrews, and had daily duty, ~ploillgh'ini the 'fieid, an!! God met 'hi~ ·at his", 
anticipated a day when 'God would stretch forth 'His nand ,work, and·. there' commissioned' him for, the 'larger tasks 
.in a might~ deliyerance. But 'Moses' had. not anticipated, of life. 
tha't in ,that great 'day:' h'e would have no other part in I rea'lly tb'elieve; dear friends, ther~ ought to :be some- , 
that great matter than that qf 'attend'i,~g -s'heep. He ex- thing distinctive about a Christian workman ~ I do .not 
pected ·to be something 'more than a· s'he'pherd in God's.' care who 'Qe or she is. I am ashamed of the man who calls 
providential' plan. And yet f'or years to'gclher .he had, hi-ms!,!lf a .c~ristian', and who' does not ·put consc'ience in­
nothing, to_do !but . look ,alter' his sheep. r say':he must' to his work, no, matte~ wp'at hi~ t~sk . Try to dQ it. ib~,tte'r 
'have !been ~ften puzzled to know why there seemed to . than. ,any:one eIse. Put. a moral quality. into your daily 
be no way 'out of the 'wilderness into the larger -life of endea:v~)Ur so that those who see_ you wi'lf -know that there 
which he had dreamed·... , is something different 'a/Dout you. I have not the slightest. , ' 

';So'is 'it of.tenwith us'-We·,wonder why it is that we' doubt t~'at'Moses was one of the best, most.efficient ~nd 
seem to make no· pro'gre~s at all. I remember some ye'ars' most fa'Ithful o'f 'al'l~shep'h:erds. . 
ago tf!lli~ga bootblack a story, and my story: ,fell rather' .'1 rec~lI a 'YOilI~'g f.eaow, an electti<:ian,. who .had put a 
flat I thought to encourage him. He was 'polishing :rPY . ,s~itch pl~te upo'n the .. waU, and it ~~s off· the square. 
:shoes, and I told ,him this stor.y·: I said: there was a man I called 'hlm, 'and,' said, "Did y,ou put that on?" He said, . 
. who, when. he deHvered his. 'maiden spee-ch in . the ·House . "Yes::: And;I said, '''Can y;ou I{o home 'and. go. to sleep­
of Commons, in 'Enlg,!and, el~trifie.d 'the whole 'house, and kn.owmg that you put a 'thing Uke th,at op.? 1 should 
w;hen the ,session was over, as. the' trIembers were 'going thmk you wou'ld 'have.a nightmare 'for doing a,job like 
out, one remarKed to another, "Who was ',flle' man who that. Now take it 'off, and. pufit on .l'iglhtY 
made that e~traord!inary',speech this mornin'g?"· "Oh,'~ . "I r~member once when we were buHd'ing ·Ii church r 
'said the other, '''he is just a' common sort of man, you 'came m one day, and there was a door ·put up .. "A~ soon 
·know. FJe !blacked my father-'s 'boots ~hen he was a ,boy." as I came in I s'aw the do~r w!ls, off' the pluJllb. I 'called . 
He'di~ not"know that t~e or-ator was moving along,·~nd '. to. the fore,m~n and said,. "Do you see that door?" ae 
was just behind him. But 'he overheard, the remark and saId,. "That is. a.Ji,ri'ght." I 'said, "But it is not all ri'g-ht.'~ 
said, ."Quite so, sfr: I 'blacked your father'S iboots; but' He i,nsisted that' it was a:ll right. 'I'said; "We are going' ,. 
did I not ,black them wel1?" I. told my 'boo'bb'lack that as to -have hundreds o'f ,people ~n 'this ,church ,who are going 
,he pQiished my shoes. He' ;Iooked up 'and said to me "I to have 'an ·eye 'for things stz:aight, and if I were a, wor­
ought to be able to shine shoes; I have !been 'doin~ it shipper in 'a 'church a'l!d s'a,w ·a door like that, I should -­
for sixteen yea·rs." You -se~,' my story did not apply' to 'not :be ai~ie ~o listen to the sermon at all. Now take it . 

" ;h'im. But'you know, we ,have to do some.very ordinary off." He sl;l.ld, "But i't is all,right." I &aid; .'!It 'is not'all , 
· thing; and do it, perhaps, for sixteen years before we . right .. Take i,t down 'if you. 'have to ,tear dowIi the wall. 
'find our I~rger opportunit'ies. " . It.must he 'properly 'put up." IShame on the IPan who.· 

~oses attended to the sheep of, his father~in-Iavy; they 'does wor.k Iioke that.' I b~lieve a. gen~inely Christian' 
were not even hi:s own; he was a shepherd working for 'Woman ough~ to 'be a hetter housekeeper than anyon'e 
the family. And it \va.s as he led 'his sheep' one [j'ay, as he else. y:ou say, "I ~o not like ,houselceeping." .Wen; ,lEiarri 
had tea them hundreqs: of times 'before along th.e"common to li'k~ 'it. .Yog'say, "I:h'ate to wasl?- dishes." WeB,'you : 
beateI,l' track, that the speCia:1 ,revelation from God came probaibly 'do,n't do it prop¢rl)<' You must learn 'to like' 

, to 'him, and' he. 'found a' 'path wh'ich -led to the -larger life. washing dis'hes.· You' say n,o'oone .Ukes tha·t. . 'There are 
, '80' must it he 'with us. '-We '.must find a w~y of , doing hund,reds 9f. peopl.e· ~ho ii:ke ho,use~eepi.rig" who .live in it. " 

'our., qutY.,· and do\ng.it well, and not .. repi.ning'becau-se the Then yo~ can ma'ke the :kltch~en a sa~ctuary, ·,the.,s'hoJ,? the 
door ~oes not 'open immed'iately, I neat from a good many .. ./:Ioly audrtory .. Wh,atever you do, do It w,ell .. Be ashamed .. -

· young p~ople who drea'm 'of 'accomplishing something,. to }ea~e .. a?yt~mg h~)f d~ne., !:'hat ~oes n~t r-e,:o~~end 
'l'hey want :to obtain traini,ng'; :they 'want to 'be' m'inisters' your relIgIOn:. '.' '. " ' . , \ 
or missionaries, or trained Gnristian workers. And some-' I 'h~ve known a lot, of dreammg pr~a.chers,. youn'g ·men 
times' they complain _hecausebhey have .. no ,money, as' . who Ulo?g,ht 'they were caned' to 'be .th'is or that. They . 
Russell' COIlvyeIl Wb~ld..:have ~~'ai~: "~he'y )i.ave no were gOlpg .to do s~me g!ea~ thinlg so~e day. ~~d' I 
CAP I T A 'L." A~d they. are· dlscouralged because they .. woulq n~t gIve the~ twenty-fIV~ ce~ts 3; <lay .• The mal). 
have to ·~eep sheep" and 'nothing more. But I remind you' who. ca,nnot ~?e str~lghtforwar?, ~n hIS dad! task.' the-man, 
that Gqd' has invariably found hi's' workmen in just such w~o ca.nno~, be qUIC~ ab~ut ·hIS dut.y, the man who does 
plB:ce~. as tn.at, It' was .~hus.our .Lord 'found Levi, :sitting ,ne~ I:ec~~Il:lze ~hat tI!De IS .. money: ~?'d: w:~o. ~oes not put 

· at the -receIpt· of cu·stoms. He found other 'o'f His dis- relIgIOn mt~ hIS .du~y, .whatever It JS, ,WIll- never accom- . 
. ciples while they were fishing, 'while engaged in. their plis'h anything for God in t~is ,¥o:t:id: ~! you, h,ave it in ' 

daily tasks: He 'met the (S'amaritan woman ,even 'as :sne you to OCCll,PY 'some sphere of larger.. service than that 
, . cai}:ie t,o perform·the' dai'ly. drudgery,'.and came' with 'her wh'ich you .now .occ~py,. do the' thing that you are doin~. ~ 

• ,,··p·it'cher to the well. ''It '\Vas 'when Gideon, wa's thresbi'ng . '~el1 n~w, l!nd God \\!Illiook .aner the r.est. . ' " " " 
Ih:is ~~eat to ~hiqe it ,from the MldiaJiite~ that, the angel.: . ,', .' . . . . ,II. .." ~' 

· of the' Lord appea,red to him. It· was .. while David' was ~NOTHER THING: IN ~HE' DAILY 'TASK MOSES FOUND OP-
'. keepi·ng his, sheep tha.t. ,'~~ . ()~tain~d flle .. neces'sa,ry.·, dis- PORTUNITY TO WORSHIP. '. He ·~ed 'h;is 'flo.ck :through the "­
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oesert i~to Horeb" the mountain of God', I 'believe that little things, all day' 'that any office boy could :l),ave, at­
Moses learned to 'like ,his work. Ido not 'believe Moses tendea to, My time has bee'n whoU~ taken lip with thi-s 
w:ould have thari'ked you 'for pityin'g hi,rn. ,He learned to kind of drudgery," He said, "Y'Ou do not seem to have 
find delight in doing the'thing he did. And it afforded enjoyed it very much." ,,1 said, "I confess that, I am a 
him space for meditation. l't gave 'him' opportun'ity to . little bit put out that I have not ,been' able to, do what I 
cultivate :his souI, to worship God. Moses put his reH'gion wanted to do' to-day." '~Oh, cheer up, "brother. You 
tnto his business, mixed the two: and 'JIladeit a religion ought to have 'been a missionary." "I said, ~'W;hat do you 
'to do his work well, and to find God in all that he did. 'Ipean?""W e11 you would find a very large part o'f a 
And :it' was whi'le he was doing his daily task, lead.inlg his missionary's time is taken up doing little things Bite 
flock to the mountain of' God that God commissioned him that. ,Further):nore, read your gospels overa:ga:in, -and 
for his ,life's work. 'see how much of 'the time of the 'Lord Jesus was ta!cen 

It is PQssi:ble to ,malte a' sacrament of everything.: 'It up in doing' co~monplace thing~." . -
, ,is possible to find God -in everything. I was going along That is how your time is taken up. ,Many of you house-

the street one day, and ,I saw a man ~weeping the, street., wives spend most of your_time looking after your hou:se 
I did 'not know,bi'm. But ,he was working for 'the city, -:- hour,s and hours every weelt ~pent in the kitchE:ll, dust- ' 
sweeping the streets. As, I. 'passed ,by he looked up and ing, and sweeping, and cleaning, and al1 that sort. ,of 
said', ,,'HallelujahW 'I saiO, "Amen! Are you a Christian?", thing. And where there are children, 'wha't a :lot of time 
"Yes, sir,," Ihe said, "I am; and, 1 just ,feel like 'saying is taken up in looking after t'he chi'ld,reri. An'd sometimes 
Ha:Ileluj'ah ,t!t-is m,orning.". ,He 'Knew ~e; I did not. know you s'ay, "We,ll, if 'Only I had lei~lire, if only I could: just 
him, but I was 'a!bl'e most 'fervently and heartily to re- withdraw myself from aN these activities so that I might 

,spond to his Hallelujah 'with an Amen;' and he was jq.st !lave time to meditate! I wish I could just shut myself , 
pushing a 'brQom; en:ga:ged in that, :nianua:l task of. sweep:, ,up to, my Bib'le, and ,'t thiirk then ,I 'could grow in grace.~' 
ing up,the streets. ",,' , , Very probably you ,would ,not 'grow at al1. " :Somehow or 

Now "Moses had a haUelujah, in his heart as ,he looked another-,' in view 'of the fact that 'Gqd has' so ordered it, 
'after "his, sheep:-' ~nd so'may we. 'J'.'pelieve' some of the qlost of out liv.es are spent, 'an'd the -g,rea'ter part of tlhe 

, greatest 'less'Ons -of lifemay'!be learned in, that way. We time of, each life is spent in doing complonpla'ce things. 
, used to have someone come here some years ago who, in Then' it must foliow that He designs that :we should find 
'~>ur testimony meetings, had much to say' about, the the necessary discipline ,Qf life in 'these common 'things. 
kitchen, and the care of the chHdI'en, and a:bout the'men :rf t,ha:t wt!re not,' so, thlm 'life would be a 'woefully inade-
who came to the door; t'he gas man, ,the 'electri'~ HIght ' quate preparation for the etern~l ages. '"',, 
man; the grocer, 'the 'butcher. ' Somehow or ',other ,this '!T'hereare peap'le wh'O have no lei-sure at all. ,1 have 
woman foun,d les'sons in evez:y'thing,: and ~eemed to see known mothers who for years together have just lived 
~od in 'every thing_ So can 'W~ find th~ mou}ltain of 'God Uves 'of ceaseless drudgery, without any vacation, with-

, ' In .tp~ d.esert, all:d tU,rn our dally 't~sk Into an act of. wor- o!!-t anythil1g to relieve the mpnotony of it. U~less we 
ShIP, If IIl:dee~ 'We t~y to do so,., '. 'learn' to turn ali these, f.retting duties to aecount, and 

You WI}}. fInd Hiat w?en, that 'IS ~ Gad's a:nl!e1s wI'll find spiritual dis'Cipline therein, we are not ibeing pre- ' 
not pass you 'by. When M.oses' came m th,at spmt to the ,pared for the life that is to come. And God wills that 
mountain of God the ang~l of God' was there waiting for we ,Should 'so prepare. I lbelieve that ,while it' is ,a great 
,him. I wonder do ,yOlJ believe ,in the mini'stry of angels? privilege to go to the house of the Lord' it is ,a great 
I do. The Bihle teaches: it: "Are they n,ot all mi'I).ister- 'privi-lege to have a 'little 1eisure to meMate upon this 
ing spirits, sent forth to minister for them wh"9 shall be 'Book it is 'a great privilege to 'be able,to\vithdraw our­
heirs of salvation?" The encampment <Yf the angel of God selves o'ccasionally f.l'om huma!) , society,; and to spend 

- is always roundahout those wh'O fear Hjm~ 1t was th'e sonwlittle time in solitude alone ,"wit it" God. But if we 
religjous,spirit, the"spiritual attitude of soul whi~h M,oses have not these ,privileges' and"iim'st keep on - and on 
,brou~Pt.to his dai'l~ task, wl}.ichenabled h~~,to,r~cogn'ize, leadi~gth~,'sheep thz:,oU'gh'the desert, then it foHqws,t'hat 
God m It all. The angel of the Lord came to hIm then, we must somehow or another combine the two. We must 

My f.ri ends , if we',are' to make progress in the Chris- learn what 'lessons we have to lear,n while we are about 
tit'ln ,life a't all that must Ibeso in the very nature of the our task: " 
case, for most of our time is spen~ in doing ordinary', 'William Carey became one of the ,greatest linguists 
commonplace things. .I think·tltat i-s true of all o"f us, of his time; and. was recognized and honoured ,by all the 
, I do not, ,know' whether 'I told you t~~ story once of a learned soc!eties of 1ib.e, world, .but he was a cob'bler:, and 

. missi'bna'I.'Y who was spen(,Ung a few days with me in my he'lear,ned to read hi'll Greek New Testament while he was 
home. ,One evening he 'I!aid to me, :'WhIi't is YO,ur pro- cobbling shoes. . It 'is ,possi~le f~r, us to ~Jpb~ne the two 
'gramme for'to-morrow?" I'told him, and 'I ~ad a fairly' ,S'Omel}ow, and fInd lessons at the mountaIn of God even, 
fuB day. "Well," he said; "do not bother ~'bout,~e, I while th~ sheep ~r,e 'grazinlg hard :by. If we ~re waiting 
shall look after mYsel'f. You go ori about your work." for God s angels, you may the sure they WIll' not, pass 
The next morning somewhere ibetween seven and eight us iby. , ,- \', 
o'clock-'a couple of young fellQws came up, from., the 'station W:hat is it to be a Christian? To have a t,itle to a 
to see Jpe. 'They wanted a boarding place, and I tele- mansion in the skyJ Yes,"to have our sins for'given? Y~s. 
phoned roundaJbout to try to find them a 'place ,to stay. ITo '~e chi'ldren 'Of God,? Ye~J, To be joint ,heirs, with 
Before they had ,gone someone else' had come. ~hen ChrIst? .Yes. What else does It mea,n? It means to have 
evening' time -came my missionary friend ,said, "Well" Someone with us'everY.niinute of the day and night to, ' 

, .how did you get on with your progrjlmme .to.~day.?" I said, ,help ':ls. It is to 'have resi~ent and regnant, wi~~~n us a 
"I have not touched :ft. There is not one thing that I ,supernatural power"that WIll enable us to'do thnrgs that 
.had planned to ,do,last night, that) have even ,put my ·'Of ourselves we ~could ,not' ,possibly' a~compH,sh. ' Moses, 
hand to. 1j:verything ha,s, ''been -upset. I have been doing met ,1ib.e ~ngel at t~e ,'bush. H'aye YO~ Ii~t had the ~ng,e1s 

... 
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;help you? 'I have; times without ·number. I 'believe that 
if. we cou'ld meet the morning 'iIi the spirit of ~oses, if 
we took up that attitude toward life we should find that 
we' could .turn Mond·ay into ·Sunday. There is only one 
~unday. in the week. It would he a sad thing if we eoul'd 
not serv.e· the· Lord anywhere but in Church. We should 
not serve Him much. 

I told a story the other day of the one who was bap­
tized here a Sunday or so ago .. I a·sked her about her con­
version. I told it in prayer meetin'g, and some .of you 
were not there. ,She said several ·people had spooken to 
·her, and she was not without interest and anxi'ety' ahout 
the .matter, but she was not saved. One day a ,peddieI' 
came to her. door. -He did· not try to sell. her anything, 
,but wa·s going to deliver some tea to someone, and ne . 
asked her' -if s'he could tell him where a 'certain person 
Iivedon that' street. She did not ,know the add.ress. He 
made'some 'remark albout the weather, and she in re­
~ponse made some remark ·in which 'she used the name of 
God. He wa·s an elderly man, and he said: "4.re you 'a 
Ch"rist.ii:m ?" She said, "I am afl'aid 'I am not. "'Well," he 

- said, "would' you iike to be 'a Chris'tian?" "Oh, there is 
nothing I desire more." He &aoid, "May I come in and 
speak to you?" She said, "Yes," 'and he came in, and 

, took out his Bible and· showed 'her the way of life, aS'ked 
her if she would' get down and pray, and they prayed 
together. And she said" "I rose rejoicing in Christ. I 
kil"ow I am saved." I said, "What was his name?" She 
,said, "I do not know. He did not teN me' his name. He 
did say that he had attended Jarvis 'Street Ohul'ch"-'I do 
not know wh~ther regularly or not, but there was some 
mention of the Church: I said, "What was he supposed 
£0 be doing?" "Well, he was supposed to be s~lling tea, 
;but he forgot al1 a'bout the tea; and he went out and left 
me a '¢hrisHan." . 

That is just what Moses did in his daily task. 'In look­
i,ng .,to-God the angel came and 'helped. him. ,So it is pos­
,si'ble 'for us in li'ke manner to invoke the help of God's 
angels. 

HI. 
. 'Now just this simple word and I ·have done: LET us 

BE CAREFUL HOW'WE TREAT THESE SPECIAL VISITATIONS 
FROM GOD. When you 'have a special consciol,lsness of the 
Lord's nearness, and of His help, do not pass ·it ,by as 
thoug·h it were 'a simple matter. Moses 'had seen that 
.bush hundreds of times "before, ,and now he saw it abiaze 
with fire, and' if was not consumed .. He saw' something 
in the "bush, in that commonplace, everyday spot that he 
·had. gazed upon perhaps hundreds of times, for I fancy 
there was scarcely a boulder anyWhe:re 'in th~ d:esert with 
w!h,ic'h '~os'es was not familiar, so familiar that !he was 
.weary of looking at them often. As h,e looked at this' 
buS/h. 'he saw something new albout it. He was made 
aware of the ·presence of God in a peculiar sense. What 
did he do? 'He said, "I will ·now turn aside, and see this 
great 'sight; why the bush 'is not burnt". 

Do you remember when Peter came out o'f prison? He 
was ·bound with Chains, and .had soldiers beside him to 
keep him. But the angel of the Lord came and brooke 
hIs fetters, opened the prison door, and they came to the 
iron door, and it opened ~f its own accord, and 'he went 
out into the street, and it is said when Peter came to 
-himself he .po,ndered. the thing .. He said, "W~at is t!he 
IIl!I:l~niI').g of ',this marvellpus si'ght".· And.it is said', he 
'lwist not that -it ·was true which was done by the angel" ; 
'ite ,thought a-ie was in a dream.; ~most shook himself to 

-. 

make sure that he wa·s awake, and that life was ,eat 
And when he came to himself 'he said, "Now I know of 
~ surety, that the Lord hath sent his ·a·ngel,- and. hath 
delivered me out of the 'hand of Herod, and 'from all the 
expectation of the people of the Jews~'; , 

God comes to us -.:. and I am speaking out of your 
ex:perience I know, for there are many here who say God 
has beel). just as real to me in the shop and in the office, 
and' on the street, in the school, wherever I 'have had to 
go my duty, as real and as precious to me as He ever ha-s 
been in' churc!h. I have' bad' real disclosures 'of His grace 
to me under such circumstances. WeIl, when it came, 
what ;have you done? Have you taken a moment tO,say, 
"What is the' -significance of this. Turn aside to see this 
great sight. 'Why did God come to me this particular day? 
What further commul).ication ,bas He to make. to 'my 
soul ?" Listen ·and: see what 'God- has to say. I do not 
mean in church, in the study, I mean down in the ·place 
o'f daily labour"wherever it is when God comes near, let 
.your soul pau'se for a moment to ask, What is the sig­
nifica:nce of this speci~l sensitiveness, this awareness of 
the nearness of ·God. 
• "When the Lord saw that 'he turned. aside." My friend, 
if you want to 'know more of God listen while He speaks. -
Have you heen 'en'ga'ged in conversation' with -someone, 
and you had several things on your mind to communicate 
to that person, but when you had sPooken a m'inute or 
two you sa~ that person was very restless, and wanted 
to 'go, and you said, "I cannot speak now." I used to 
know someone who 'had a very ·peculiar habit, a very dis­
tre&sing, and I thou'ght' an impolite, habit. After you 
had spoken to him for about a minute'he would take out 

, his Watch, as much as to say, "Don't you know 'it is time 
to Igo." There are some people who when God 'speaks to 
them they ta-ke out their watches; they a:r;e in a hu,rry; 
they 'have not time to stop. But when 'God saw that 
Moses turned aside He spoke to h'im, 'and He said: "Put 
off thY,s·hoes". . . 

iMy time is gone' - it ·is a good thing,I iooked at my 
watbh. 'I had much to say to you this morning. Moses 
was a man who was mig'hty in word and in deed, learned 
in all the wisdom of the E'gyptians, 'but he took the san­
dals from his feet, and stood.. unshod in thed'ivine pres­
ence, a shepherd in the desert, While God communicated 
to JHm that revelat~on which was to 'affect the destiny 
of the whole world. You do not know what God- will say 
to you 'if yoli listen. You do not know what secret He 
may have to communicate if you are only attentive, and' 

. do not come with your microscope, Ilnd: don't press your 
questions too,far. "r'ain going to see" said,Moses, "why 
this bush is not consumed with fire." And when the Lo-rd. 
s·poke to 'hi~ he said, ",Stay where you are. Draw not· 
nigh. You are close enou·gh. Do not ask too many ques-' 
tions, but just listen.· I have been waiting for a long time 
to tal'k to you. Now listen; it is my turn to talk." . 

'There are some people who "never learn that. Never 
allow ·God to talk! They are always talking - ta1king -
talking, as'king quest'ions. And they say that that is the 
inquiring mind. Many a little child can see more in a -
rosebud than any botanist that ever'lived. You can come 
too close even to ,a rose'bud, you know,' and tear it all 
apart; put it under your micros'cope, and calI it Latin 
names, and say, "Now I am very learned", - and, never 
see a rose at all. 

Draw not nigh where God is. Keep a respectful d'is­
,tan·ce. Stand unshod in His presence, ~nd Hsten with a' 
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. reverent" attitude toward God, that God may spea'k to 
you, 

Had I time 'I should tell you very often that is true of 
.*> From Our Files. «<-

an individuai life. '1 have seen men who burnt with fire Thirty Years Ago, THE GOSPEL WITNESS, January 8, 
and were not consumed: Sometimes that is true of the 1924-This issue contains the 'account of the New Year's 
church collectively when the fi.re o{the Holy Ghost comes Eve prayer meeting .and the New Year's Day. Morning 
God is in the midst of us. Often is it true of the Holy meeting: "It is doubtful whether, even in the long his~ 
Bilble. Has this ever 'been a bush that !burned with fire tory of Jarvis 'Street Church, two such extraordinary 
to you? It has for me, many a time. 1 do not need to read meetings have ·been ihe1d as were held New Year's Eve ~ 
!hooks to know whether this Bible is true. I know that. and New Year's morning. Wednesday ev.ening the meet-
it is true. I do not need anyone to tell me it is the word 'ing 'began at n.ine o'clock; and :by ten o'clock the lecture 
of God: I have heard God .gpea:k; I ilrnow~ And oh, very hall was crowded,every seaf being occupied. A ·spirit of 

_ often' it ibas been Ughted with a supernatura:l iliumina- prayer was upon the people; and without any cessation, 
tion, and I have' not felt l'i-ke 'as'king questions, 'but just the tide of prayer flowed on until 'a!bout ten minutes to 
felt like a little child who wanted to listen while· God twelve, when a hymn of praise was sung; and then' the 
wibispered His secrets to my soul. last five minutes of tp.e.yea.r was spent in· silent prayer, 

IThat is the way to study the Bible, to turn 'aside and while the New Year was hailed with songs of rejo'icin.g. 
Hsten as thou1gh you exp~cted 'God to say ~omething. And. 
He will not disa'ppoint you. Before the day is dOlle you 
will have ,received' your commission; you will know your 
appointed pIa·ce. God will have given His, angels charge 
concerning rou, a.nd you wiU .!be embarked upon some . 
great mission which win touch the eternities with' its 
influence. May the Lord give us reverent spirits. 

Is there anyone here not'a Christian? anyone here who 
s'ays,. "I do not believe the ·Bi'hle". It is quite possi'hle 
that if someone else had 'heen standing ibeside Moses they. 
might not have seen the flame of fir·e at all. It may have 
'heen v-isi!hle to Moses, and to .no one else. 

I read of an interview with a certai"n professor :last 
night. He said, '''Thank God we 'have no Tennessean 
Fundamenta:lists in England" - and with a sneer "those 
who believe the Bible". To him it is nothing ,but a :bush; 
that is aIL NotiJJ.ing but a thu,sl,l, so many twigs, leaves, 
roots - a subject for microscopic examination, and 
chemica'l examination, and all·the rest of it. That is all. 
.He has never seen the fire. I know he has not. Tibat is 
the explanation of the attitude of some ministers to-day. 
Why?· 'They have. nevez: ·Qeen thorn again. They have 
never 'been. touched thy' the Hoiy Ghost. No man could 
ever speak .go of the Bible if he had seen the fire of God 
burning. 

Oh, may God keep usstandin'g reverently in the desert 
·places of life, and may we hear a voice from 'heaven say­
ing: "This is the way; walk ye i·n it"! Oh, young man 
or woman, if you have not put your trust in Christ, just 
turn aside and ask God to make the 'bush !hurn with fire! 
'Then some text of .gcripture will leap out at you that you 
have heard a hundred times, and yet you !have .never 
heard it at all, and you wiH hear it for the first time. I 
wi'll give you this one, the most familiar one in the .Bible. 
May God set it on fire !-"For God so loved the world, 
that 'he 'gave his only ibegotten :Son, that whosoever the­
lieveth i·n him should not perish, ibut have everlasting 
Ufe." . 

:Let us pray: 
o Lord, we pray '.Niee, 'bless our meditation this morning . 

. Send us from tms place with a deeper sense of ·the reality 
of GQd, of the diVine au~ol"ity of this holy Book. 

So help us to 'gild these common tasks of life with 'glory, 
by learning how to seek God in the morning. . 

We ask it for Thy name's sake, Amen. 

Do not fear the face of man. Remem'ber how small 
their anger will appear in eternity. 

---'RoBERT MURRAY MCCHEYNE 

Ten-thirty was the hour for the New Year's morning 
meeting; ,but so many 'Came at ten o'clock that the meet­
ing was Ibegun,and ;by a few'minutes after half-past ten, 
t~e lecture ihall was again paeked. There was some sing­
ing; but it was evident that the 'People had come with a· 
desire to pray, and prayer continued unceasin'gly t'ill 
·eleven-forty-five. The Pastor then spoke briefly, refer­
ring tp' the New Yea·r's motto for 1924, "Thou shaIt see 
g·reater things than these,". and to the a·bundant fulfil­
ment of that promise in the churC'h's experience during 
the year. He then gave as the motto for this. year, II 
Corinthians ~: 5: "lOur sufficiency is of IGod." 

. As soon as testimony was caned for, people rose all 
over the ;puHding, as many as four and five ibeing on 
their feet at once. This continued till far ·past li'alf-past 
twelve; so that the Pastor was 6bJ.iged to ask all those' 
who would like to give a testimony to stand. A great 
company responded to this invitation, and remained 
standing as one by one they .expressed their 'gratitude 
for blessings past,' and e~pressed their confidence that 
larger blessing was in store. This great New Year's meet-· 
ing closed with the singing of one of JarVis IStreet's fa­
vorite'hymns, 'All Ha-il the Power of Jesus' Name'." 

'The following is the 8C!!ount .of the work of the Lord.'s 
Day of that week:- . 

"The first -Sunday of the New Year was a day of great 
blessing. Notwithstanding the h.eavy 'snow of the morn­
ing, nearly eight hundred were present' in the Bible 
School; ·and· at the close of the morning service, 'in re­
sponse to the appeal for members of the church, and 
Christians IgeneraHy, to dedicate themselves to the work 
cif personal evangelism for the year; hundreds came for­
ward, filling the front of the church and an the aisles; 
and large numbers of others' who could not move from' 
their seats, indicated the same resolution 'by raising their 
hands.' . 

In the evening, there was a great ·congregation. At the 
Commun'ion service following, every section of the 
ground floor of the cl1urch was well occupied,. though not 
in all parts crowde.d. The Pastor gave the Hand of Fel­
lowship to nineteen, five. of whom had ibeen baptized dur­
ingthe fi.rst service." 

Woe unto the mouth which is silent at the mercy seat, 
for it wi'll 'one day be dumb at the judgment..seat. 

----C. H. SPURGEON 
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'·AMONG -THE' CHURCHES by H.'C. 'Slade 

Roseland -.A Pione'er Venture 

Two front views of new building. 

THE CONSERVATIVE REGULAR BAiPTIST ASSO­
CIATION OF CANADA this year has

l 
engaged in 

an extensive program. Emphasized especi~:])y is the 
establishmenf -of gospel-preaching churches in large and 
growing. areas. The apostolic plan was obviously one of 
concentrating first upon tTIe centres of population and' 
then from these radi~ting out to the, surrounding dis­
tricts. To this end, new works are being started in some 
of 'the ;large cities of our land. One sU'ch work, is that 
at Roseland, Ontario. Roseland ,is a growing subul'b of 
Windsor -'- one of Canada's leading industria:! cities. 
There in the midst of the many new homes of thi,s resi-

'dential area ,has 'been raised a new Baptist church to 
prea'ch the glorious gospel. 

Copce;ning the new work, Rev. B. R. Oatley-Willis 
writes:-
, i'The Roseland',work was commenced as a result of can­
vas'sing by the Young People's Department of -the First 
B,aptist· Ohurch; Essex (whose pastor is B. R., Oatley-

'Wi1Iis-;Ed. G.W.). A Sunday School was commenced, 
October, 1952, in the local 'public school which had -to be 
vacated after a few months, when the 'w omen',s Institute 
building ,\;as rented. About thi,s time Mr. Russell' Cherry 
took over t'he work upon graduating from the ISeminary/' 
This he did, knowing there could be no remuneration and 
bhushe supported himself and family by taking secular 
employment. -Happi1y, through a grarit made ,recently 
by the Board of our Association,' Mr. Cherry is now' 
a,ble to give ,his full time to the work. 

"The need for a J;miiding of their own ·was" soon appar­
ent to 'the Roseland, people. A well-located lot was 'se­
cured which was largeIy paid for tl)rough the generosity 
of the 'churches of our Association and gifts from inter­
ested individuals. 

"Sacrificial giving on tn€ part of the Roseland people 
has made it possible for -a 'start on the !building which 
thus far 'has 'been erected on a "pay ail you go" process, 
T'he buiIdi'ng 'consis,ts of the auditorium and t,he pastor's 
quarters in the rear. He is now paying a 'high· rent.for 
a small apartment out of a small saIary. Mos't of the 

I .'\,' 

work upon the structure has been 'volunteer :labour 'by the 
Roseland folk and members of First ,Baptist Ohurch, 
Essex, This will reduce the cost of the ibuilding fr6m a 
much hig'her figure to about :Seven' T'hotfsand DoHars. 
Only Three Hundred Dollars has been paid for- hired 
labour.. . 

"In order to enclose the building and protect it from 
tre weather as well as to complete' the interior, it was 
necessary for the ,Roseland group to ta'~e out a mortgage 
for :j\5,000. Needless to say, this !has placed a heavy bur­
den upon the work which has pledged, outside of its nor­
mal expenses, $75 monthly towaids its pastor's ,salary.,As ' 
always occurs, there 'have been unanticipated expendi­
tures, due to local conditions, 'which, !have to Ibe taken 
from the mortgage money. ,To d'ate we have not !been 
able to tnink of interior furnishings such as 'chairs and 
pews, which a conservative estimate places at $600. In 
all, the work peeds at '-least $2,000 to complete their task. 
It is hoped that the building will be ready ,for opening 
in the spring. 

The Prospects 
"N ow - what of the prospects ? Roseland is a'.fast­

growing suburb ·of Windsor and ''the church buih:ling is 
located in the centre of this district to reach upward from 
3,500 people. In addition to. this, it is the only evan­
gelical testimo!).y in the whoIe area. Until ,recently, an­
qther evangelical ISunday School was iocated about two 
miles distant from our work 'in another division. We 
were asked to ahsorb these into our work, which w.e have 
done. The average attendance in Roseland 'has been to 
date 35." 

'']1he story' of the struggles, setbacks and victories ·of 
this churoh is typical of the early days of worl~s that 
now are 'flouris'hing. 'nhis pioneer' \vol'k in ·Roseland is 

, Qne o'f the new.works of the Association'; others will be 
outlined in the pages of THE GOSPEL WITNESS .in the 
months ahead, Money sent to the' A:ssociation's secre­
,tary at 337 Jarvis Street" Toronto, will 'be' used to erect 
·similar buHdings and testimonies to t,he glory; of God 
and the salvation of souls: 
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'~EV,ER' THIS ,bUR WAR :C'RY - VI,CTORY! VICTORY!" 
I' 

A Sermon by .C., H~ Spurgeon 

"The~efore will I di~ide 4im a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil 
with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: 'and he w,-s numbered 
with ~he transgressors:' and he bare the sm of many, and made intercessio~ for the' 

" transgressors. "-Isaiali liii., 12. ' . 

.. ', O,UR great :concern -is- cDneerning ·O~ri'st,. ,"FDr hi~ 
shall cDnstant prayer be ,made.~' It dDes nDt much 

matt~r "yhat becDmes Df us, the CDmmDn sDldiers',' sO' IDng 
·~s Dur great Captain is to' the frDnt. As the men 'Df 
NapDleDn's' Old Guard cD'uld .defy .death fDr themselves, 
but. wel'e ever anxiDus abO'ut the emperDr, sO' every IDyal 
soldier Df Christ 'feels that the Dne qUeStiDn in the pres­
ent cDnflictis, "HDW' gDes 'it" with the Kin'g?" . Is he 
crowned? Is he exalted.? I!\ 'he, winning 'his .way' amDng 
the SDns Df" men? Brothers, it may be tliat Dur star. i's 

'waning. DDes it mattei', if his sun is reaching its nDon? 
It may happeIL that the cDmpany with wh'ich we are aSSD­
ciated is nO't so much"tD the frDnt as it used· to' be, and 
the regimental fla:"g is in the're'ar, ibut what Df that? Let, 
us dO' ,the best we can to' retrieve its h,DnDur; but, after 
all, the main' consideration is the rDyal standal'd. Where 

, is that? ':L~t my name perish;" ,skid Whitefield', "but 
let 'Clitist's name last fDr ever." ~uch 'a feeling .ShO'Uld' 
actuate us all. 'What are we; my brethren, and, what is 
Dur father's 'hDuse? What if ten' thDusand' Df us .ShD'uld 
:MIl merely to fill a ditch fDr ''him to' 'march Dver? What 
if 'l),e tDok the ~hDle Df us and crushed 'us to' the 'dus't, 
if he were lifted an inch, the ,higher, it were nDne tDD 

cDstly sacrifice fDr' su~ch 'a One 'as he i~, WhO' 'has re-
deemed us u,ntO' 'GDd by his 'pre!!iDUS blood. ' 

Our 'first and last CDncern i's abDut the ,result Df Dur 
great warfar.e 'in regard to' Chrjst; an? my text will be 
cDnsDling to' YDur hearts in prOPDrtion as YDU a,re CDnse­
crated 'to' Christ .. ;i'f ~DU. 'are' a: wDrker for Je~us, and 
YDur heart i~ tremulDus fO'r the cause Df GDd,' - if you 
feel dismayed at times, and Dften anXiDUS about ,the 
pZ:Dgress Df the' kingdDm, --: such an assur.ance as this 
will ;be like' a: vDice frDm the Com'fDrter himself. 'It 'is the 
Fat'h,er whO' ,speaks,' ~ndhe' says' cDl].cerning ,the Well-' 
belDved; ';Therefore will I~ivide him it pQrtJDn with. the 
great, and 'he shall d,ivide the spDil with the strDng.," 

" I 
.The fi'rsttr'uth tailght'us 'here ,is tha<t THE VICTORY'OF 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST IS SURE. . . 
Sure, ,.first, because these 'words m'e a divine promise,; 

and every wDrd Df prDm'ise that cernes frDm GDd is est~b­
Hshed, "Hath 'he said, and shall 'he nDt dO' it 7 Dr hath' 

\ " he I!lpaken, aJid ~hal1 he nDt make' 1t gDDd?" If GDd has 
:' said, "I will divide him 'a pDrtiDn," that pDrtion ,shaH he 
divi~ed. ·If the ~rd 'has"deliyered that 'he shall 'divide the 
spDil with the IltrDng', whO' 'is' he "that shall keep ,him back· 
from· the prey 7 '. We 'might have doubted if this word, 
had been a' predictiDn as to' .t'l).e 'prDbabilities Df the life 
of" this religiDn Dr Df tha~;. we might ha\:"e 'suPPDsed that 
the reHgiDn of Christ wDuld iJ:)e crushed DUt by rDugher 
faiths that cDuld' use the carnal WeaPDn, Dr' that its' ex~ 
_ce~dJng spirituality might cause it. to wither away in 

: an atmDsphere,sD. uncDngenial.' We ml,ght, I"say, have 
. had ,SDme treinb1ing ,be'ca use, Df the ark Df. th'e Lord i-f 
this had'been a 'mere 'infer.ence or' 6piniDp; ,but we 1;tave \ 
none nDW,; fDr as s\.!,rely as this 'bDDk is' the, infallible 

. ' 

~ . 
,~ 

c::. ... '" • 
. WDrd,Df GDd,' SO' surely must Christ win the day. As 

surely ,as GDd cannDt lie,' so surely must he' upOn whDm 
the Lor:d laid the iniquity Df 'meI)., ris~ frDm all his SDr-
rDws'tD a glDriDUs victOry;. . 
. The text.<is a prDmise placed very, singularly, in 'con­

nectiDn with facts, which. have be'en' apcomplished .. We 
are tDld that Christ shaH divide the spDil with the strDng,., 
but that promise is set side by'side with the d'eclaration 
that he is '~brDughtas a iamb to' the sla'ughter," and 'as a 
sheep befDre 'her sp,earers 'is. durpb, filD he Dpeneth nDt his , 
mDuth."" Just as .surely, -then, as that part Df the prDp'h~ 
ecy is "ful'fiUed in, which Chi-ist suff-ers, SO' surely shall 
that 'be fulfilled' in' which he t~iumphii. YDU h~ve nO' 

dDUbt whatever 'a1bDut 'his :being taken frDm prisDn and 
frDm judgment, a:bDut his"" making 'his grave with the 
wicked' and wIth the rich in ·his d.eath. Well, the same, 
bDDk and the ,same. chapter which cDntains the prDphecy 
D:f'those sDrrDwful facts cDntains this prDphecy that, he 
shall divide the spoil with' the' strDng, .TherefDre the 
ultimate· victory D'f Ghrist is mad~· sure by ~ divine 
prDmise. , , 

NDfice, moreDver, that 'it is the Father himself who 
here puts forth his hand to guarantee the victory. He 
writes, "T:herefDre will I divide him apDrtiDn with-the 
great." "I wlll dO' it; I wiJI see that :he 'CDnquers; I will 
see that 'he has the'reward Df his labDur. My own right 
hand and my hDly arm shall SO' be with h1m that he shall 
-tread dDwn' 'his enemies, a·nd '};Ie shall. take, frDm 'thePl 
mDuntains Df prey," WhO' is this that saith .~·I will divide' 
him a pDrtiDn 7" It is he' at whDse' vDice '.the ea,rth 
trembles. 

"'The pillars of heaven's starry rDDf 
'Tremble and start at his reproDf.'~ 

When 'he says '.'1 will dO" it," whO' sha,ll stay his hand 'or· 
resists his will 7 GDd, the"everlastin'g ·Father., has staked 
his' .liDnD~r and his glDry upDn the success Df ,Chri!!t. 'I 

. make 'hDld ~(r say tMt jf Christ win nDt the, world, and 
if ihe 'be nDt crDwned''I~j'l1'g. of kings and Lord Df lDrds, it 

. is nDt Jesus that is d'ishonoured SO' much as the Great 
Father by' whDm lie wa,'s Drdained, sent, and,' anDinted. 
The stain wQuld nDt Dnly 'be upDn the manhDDd hut upDn 
the ,GDdhead' tDD; fDr GDd himself appDinted the LDrd 
;Jesus" and 's'aid of, 1;Iim-"This i~ my bel~v.~d SDn,in 
w'hDm I am well pleased." He must 'see' tHe Messiah 
thrDugh with ,it. It is the pleasure Df the LDrd that is 
'in his hand, and that. pleasure must prDsper there, Dr 
else God's name' wDuld :be dishDnDured. HDW sure' I am 
that Jesus will ~in the ViCtDry. . " .' 

I am' delighted to' notice a change Df ex:pressiDn in, ~he 
next ,sentence. The Son Df God himself also puts hand 

. t.o the w01'k, ,of ultimate. victory." Read the text again.' 
"'TherefDre will I divide him a pDrtion," and he shall 
d'ivide.' GDd gives him, the victDry,' and,.he tak!'!s it him~ 
sel'f. The Father grants it, and the· SDn .grasps· it, Iby his 
Dwn right hand. The glDriDus Jehovah 'cries, "He shall 
divide," and' the ever-blessed 'Shn" Df the Highest as a 
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conqueror comes forth actually to divide the spoil. Oh, 
my 'bretp,ren, Jesus is as gentle as a lamb; ,but 1 might 
say of him as they of 'the Red Sea sajd of Jehovah, "The 
Lord is a man of war: the Lord is his name." Tbis lJamb 
is the Lion of the tribe of Judah, and who shall stand 
before him when he goes' forth to war? Who shall rouse 
him up? They that came 'against him to take h'im 'in the 
days of his humiliation stum,bled and 'fell when 'he ut­
tered the words, "I AM":' and if the full P?wer of tha~ 
"1 A'M" had 'been let loose upon them they haa not merely; 
staggered to their falling, but each man among them had 
stum!bled into his grave. It is he that stilled the waves 
upon Gennesaret: it is he that r:uled the powers of the 
deep, and made the devils fly at his 'bidding: if 'he put­
teth his hand: to the Ibattle, woe' to those that striVll 
81gainst'him! 'The defeat of ;ChristlLau'gh the idea to 
scorn. Nay, the thorn-crowned 'Prince is victorious. Well 
'spa'ke the apostate Julian, in !his dying moments, "Naz­
aren'e, thou hast conquered." All, his foes will 'have to 

, own it.' In the day of jud,gment trembling, and in the 
lowest pit of -hell des'pairin'g, they shall acknowledge his 
supremacy. The despised and rejected of men with rod 
df iron shall :break his enemies in pieces; yea, 'he shaH 
'break them in pieces like potters' vessels. "Be wi-senow, 
therefore, 0 ye kings: be instructed, 0 ye judges of the 
earth: kiss the ,Son, lest he ,be angry and ye perish from­
the way when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed 
are aU they that put their trust in him." 

,since our Lord is to 'have-"a portion'with the great." It 
is difficult to say what makes a 'great man: When I 
look over t'he lists of great men some of them seem to 
me to be very 'little; ;but still men have amon'g them­
selves a sort 'of s.tandl!ord by which to measure, and llley 
say of such imd such persons that they are "'great". From 
d.ifferent points of view they 'are so. Now, Christ i's to 
have a portion with, the great. Perhaps you have Been 
grieved. to see how certain ungodly men in these times 
maoke nothing of Christ;. like Herod, they set him at 
nought;, but-- these people' are mostly; very second-rate 
indivi,auals, of small account even among' their own or­
der. Almost an. intelUgent men, even if they do not ac­
cept all that Christ says, agree that 'he is a great man, 
and many confess that there never was such another man 
as !he. There have been sceptics whose admiration of 
Christ has been extreme. 'I, for one, cannot understand 
how any honest mind can do other than reverence his 
I,narvellous character and the grandeur of the truths 
wbich he has revealed. He is ,great, inexpressibly g.reat, 
and the day will 'come, must, come, is 'every day coming 
nearer, when 'Christ will be seen even 'by his enemies to 
'be 'supremely great. His 'cross to-day towers o'er the 
wrecks' of time,· and 'he himself rises ,before my faith's' 
vi'sion so much above all the sons of men, that I see all 
philosophies, theories, and human dogmas crouching 
at 'his feet. His victories are not victories among pi'g­
mi~s; but victories among the great, such as shall make 

That is t!he first thing, 'then; the Christ will conquer.. ' 
It is 'a divine promise; its fulfilment is 'guaranteed by the ' 

, Father, it will certainly be achieved by the Son. 

aU men see that he himself is ,the 'greatest of the great. 
'My 'brethren, think 'for a minute what a 'battle 'Christ 

has waged with all the powers of evil; with all the wit, 
and craft,and un;belief, and: prid.e, and lust of man,: with 
all the foul devices, and cruelties, and wickednesses of 
the devil, and a'll the ,principalities and powers that obey 
his' bidding; 'and, with death' and all that 'goes with it, -
and shall come of 'it. Against all these 'he has set the 
battIe in array, a,p,d over all these he has triumphed, 'sd 
that he 'divides the spoil with the great. Thy adversar­
ies, 0 PriI].ce Emmanuel, are not such' as a common war­
rior might rout; they are foemen worthy of thy steel. 
What desperate tugs they gav.e thee when they forced' 
the ,bloody 'sweat'_from Qut thee in the moment of, thy , 
sternest wrestling; but thou hast flung. them to the 

H. 
ISecondly, THE VICTORY IS AS GLORIOUS AS, IT IS 

SURE ': "Therefore, will I divide 'him a portion with the 
great." , 

The great King rewards our Ckampio'n. You have 
heard of g,rea't champions who !have been knighted o'n 
the battle-field 'by their sovereigns: deeds of special 
prowess 'have been thus rewarded. Others, amid the 
Ij,cclamatioils of their troops and while yet their hands 
were, unwashed from gore, have been crowned on the 
'field only because of their superior valour and the de­
ciE!ive na'ture o'f the battle. Now, what j's it to be knight­
ed or crowned:by kings or nations? It 'is as nothing. But 
to Ibe crowned of God! For God himself to give the 
reward in t!he'light of eternity! What must such a vic­
tory be? 1 trow that many an act which man applauds 

, is despised ,by the Most High, and many a fierce fight 
that has stirred the heart of nations, and made the ll'oets 
ring out their hymns for centuries, bas been not only 

. rlespicable but a'bominable in the sight of the Most High. 
But when God rewards, what must !be the ,glory of the 
acliiev,ement! And here we have it: God, even the 
Father., the selfsame one whom it pleas'ed to bruise his 
Son, when !he made the iniquity of us all to meet u,pon 
him - that selfsame God who' 'knows'all things, and 
weig,hs aU th'ings aright, and is the very. source and soul 
of honour, he shaH crown our Lord Jesus. 'Must it not 
be a glorious -victory? He has crowned 'him; he is crown,­
ing him; he shaH continue to crown 'him; for thus it is 
written, "Therefore will 1 d~vide him a portion with the 
great.'" , 

The 'glory of this' victory may 'be seen, next, not oniy 
in the l"eward 'coming from so high a source, but from 
its being 'fTUI,nifestl1J a great reward in the eateem pf men, 

ground; and, trodden down strength. ' 
,Of -course this 'language can only be used as'spea'king 

·part of the truth, 'because the portion which God has 
(given 'to, his dear Son is indisputably greater than the 
greatest things that 'earth can hoM. I take it that the 
question th'at Chri'st has come to ans:wer is the greatest 

, question that ever moved. eternity. The work that Christ 
:has come to do is the grandest wor-K that ever stirred the 
ages. It is God's work and God's question. 'How shall 
evil we driven out of the world? How shaH justice, with­
out a stain, smile on a sinner? How shall God be seen a's 
the holy One with a'll the 'glory of his character mani­
fested, receiving to his bosom th,e guilty sons of men? 
The grandest, work that e'er was done of 'God 'himself 
Christ has come to perionn, and not only has he his por­
tion witlh the great, 'but of all the great he is the 'great­
est, and his portion is above tneir 'portion; 'They are not 
to be mentioned in the selfsame day. 

'Notice, too, that a ,part of the description of this vic-
tory represents the Lord as himself dividing the ,spoil , 

, "with the strong". Not merely with ,great enemies did 
,christ wrestle, 'but with strong powers. I might give yo~ 
a hundred mustrations of t'.bis, but 1 prefer to ,give you 
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~. . . 
one. When the Lord Jes'Us Christ came into my heart Lord has done, m1lriads ~f souls will be "edeemed: How 
-came to ;battle there---Jhe did, indeed, divide the spoil many. will escape from sm and d~ath and hell to l~ve. for 
with the strong, for J was strong-w'iUed, and desperately. ever IS not revealed. We have every reason to :beheve 
set on mischief and for a while I was in the hand of a ~at a numb_er that no ~~ncan num1ber, out of every ~a­
strong despair,. out of which it seemed impossible .that tIO~, and p~ple, and kind'r~d" and ton~e, shall pra·~se 
I should escape. The bands which held me w.ere of tron, theIr redeemmg Lord. ChrIst s death wIll not spend I~ 
tough as steel, hardened in the fires of hell; and yet ·this force 'in the cpnv:ersion .of here and t~ere one, .bu~ he wIll 
day I am his, for he has won me, and taken the prey from see of the ~~avaII of hIS so';l1 and ~Ill b~·satIs~Ied; ~n!i 
the mighty. ·1 have been just now to see our venerable we 'are convmced that no httle thmg ~Ill satisfr hIm. 
Elder White. He 'is dying. I -looked at his venera,ble The great result of our Lord's death 'WIll ;be eternaJ sal­
,beard as he sat tip in the 'bed, and 'I looked at the bright vation of'myr~ads untold. 
face that shone above it, and I was eharmed at the joy- Next to that will be the overthroW of every form of 
ful sight. He said, "I have no trou;ble; I !have not a emi which now rei'gns in the world, and the ex·termina­
troubled tHought; 'I am the happiest man in the world; tion of religious 'falsehood, vice, drunkenness, war, and 
I am going home, and I rejoice in it; thoU'gih I am per- every horl'ible mis'chief born of. the fall and of human 
.fectly satisfied to wait." Death is just nothing at all to depravity. Christ .will conquer these, and there shall 'be 
him. Just like a d'earsister who went 'from us some new heavens and ·a· new earth, wherein dwelleth right­
time ago: when I went to see her, you might have thought eousness. For ever and ever Iboundless honours sha~l 
she was going to be marri~d, she was: so happy in . pros- !be ,given to Christ for his victory over every force of 
pect of departing. Charles Wesley once said, "They may evil. The seed of the woman shall trample on the serpent. 
·say what they wiH about Methodism, but our people die As the result of Christ's death Satan's power will be 
well." That is my comfort: our 'people die well, they d·ie broken. 'He will no longer go forth to rule' among the 
glorious~y triumphant in the Lord. When I think of it I nations. . 
can ·see how my Lord diyides the spoil with the strong. Death alBo will have lost its dominion over the sons 0/ 
Death comes and he says, "'.nhat is mine." He has taken men.. The Son of David shall restore that which he took 

. the poor, wrin'kled body; and :Christ 'Smiles, aJ;ld 'lets him not away. More than our first father lost shall Christ 
have it; for 'h~ ta·kes for his share the soul, the life, a~d bring !back. There shall :be 'glory su.bstantial to himself 
as he :bears hIm. off he takes the best paz:t of the spoIl. in the lives of h'is people on earth, in thei!' deaths, and 
He has left death the hus~, !but he has !lllms~lf secured in their iives for ever. 'Glory shall be "brought .to 'God . 
the kernel. Yea, the day wIll come when he WIll take the of. a new and unusual kind. A light wi1l :be shed upon 
body, too, out of the cu'stody of death; for not a wreck 1ihe character of God which, so far as we !know, could not 
or a rag of all his saints shall remain in the domains of have 'come to us by any other meansexc~pt by the death 
death. There is a resurrection of dead bodies as well as of the Only-begotten. Hallelujahs louder than before shall 
an immortality of spirits. Glory be to Christ. In this rise u·p :before the throne. Praises shaU ascend unto God 
way, here and hereafter, he divides the spoil .with .the such as creation never produced, "for thOI,l wast slain, 
strong. Strong is death, bpt .stronger still the omnipo- and 'hast redeemed us unto God ·by; thy Jblood, and we shall 

. tent Son of God. reign for ever. and ever.'" 
There is another aspect undElr whi¢h we may speak o! Now, my brethren, do not get into a state of fright 

the 'glory of ,Christ's victory; he will share it with his and ,fear about the Christian rengion. Do not 'go to 
people. The second paragraph of the text is, "he shall your chambers and sigh, "Everything is going to the 
divide the spoil With the strong." That is, 'he wiIl divide 'bad, and we shall be all eaten up by the devil." Nonsense! 
it" out, and allot portions to all those who came to the There is a stl'onger arm yet than that black arm of 
help of the Lord again'st .the mighty. Just as David after Satan. In God's eternal 'goodness resides a power and 
Ziklag when he had taken'the prey from the Amalekites, majesty that cannot !be ,found in the-infern'al malevolence 
sent portions all round to his friends in Judah, so when of the devil. 'I know which is the winning side, - I am 
the King Eternal takes the s'po'H, he will give a share to sure of it. Thou·gh we may dfear'ily imagine that things 

.you and to me, if we have been faithful to him. There go amiss; and fancy that the vessel is ready'to break up 
shall be a portion e'en for us whom the Lord made strong and 'become a wreck, she will enter the harbour yet with 
for himself in the day of battle. ,Does it not make your all her cargo safe, and! from every wave ·that tossed her 
heart laugh to think of it? . Jesus' wins the victory, ;but and every wind that beat upon 'her she shall derive eter­
he wiIl not enjoy it alone; he' will glorify his people. Even naI advantage. ,Courage, brethren, we are not 'beaten, 
the sick folk that go not down to the battle shall have and we are not ,going to ,be beaten. We are succeeding 
the'ir share of the spoil; for this is David's law, and the all along the 'line. Shout victory, universal victory, from 
law of the .son of David, that they that abide with the stem to stern of the good old ship. Not a foe has !been 
stuff shall sharf: with those that go down to the fight. able to live upon her deek~ Give the enemy's ,black huR 
He will give to each faithful sufferer or worker a por- another broadside. When you th'ink that 'the crew of 
'hion of the prey. Make haste, 0 champion, ma'ke haste to the Black' PrInce are a'bout to board us, grasp your .pikes 
'give to everyone of us a prey of .divers colours, meet for and give them a warm -reception. This ,good ship bears 

. the necks of them that take the spoil' the red cross at her masthead,. and shall never be taken, 
!but shall win the victory as surely as God lives, and his 

III. Son lives who has risen from the dead. 
'Thus we have seen that CHRIST WILL WIN THE VICTORY, 

AND THE VICTORY WILL BE GLORIOUS. Now let us declare, 
thirdly,. that t4e results of this victory will be 'Very sub-
stantial. . . 

Let me remind you that, in ~onsequence of what ou'r 

. IV. 
,So I close with this last remark: THE WHOLE QF THIS. 

VICTORY RESULTS FROM ·CHRIST'S OWN WORK. . 
,Lend me your bes~ attention for two .or three minutes, I 
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:Jjecause this is, the pith and riiar,ro'w of 'it all: '~There~" if the Bles~d and, B.eloved, of. the-Father, whose eyes' are 
fore' will 'I divide ,hIm a, portion" -:- that if'! logic. 'Why as the eyes of the morning, and whose lips . are, as lili.es 

,this "th~refore"? What-is the a:rgument?' Christ shall d!oppi'ng_ sweet-smelling myrrh" kneels down ~nd prays, 
divide with the strong ,because . . . How does it run? "My Father, ;by my blood, and wounds, and a'gony, save 
"Because his doctrinal teaching'is singularly in keeping tl}is sinner;" why, it must Be' done i And, if he says, 
witJh the prog'ress of the age"? . I have heard that o'b- "Fllther, give me those whom I have redeemed," it must 

'servation, and smiled at 'it. "Because h'is gospel is preach- ':be done. And if he pleads, ':'Father; keep 'them !by thy 
ed with, such remarkabie 'eloquence and 'singula:r clear-' word," it mu'st be done. And if he prays, "Father, make 
ness"? Indeed, No: Why, then, will Christ win the vic- , 'them one 'as we ~re," 'it must be done. And when he s'hall 
tory? The answer is-'-"BecauSe' he hath poured out h~s . ask, "Father, give them 'power and victory;" it must ,be 
soul unto death." If'Godhimsel'f dei-gns to take u,pon,h,im- done. And whim he shall ask, "Father,.let my servants'aU 
self ,our 'nature, and· in, that nature ,pours out his life become champions" 'and send them..forth, east, west"north, 
like a libation even unto death'-:"if, I say, he thus pour!! 'and south, against idolatry, and infidelity, and ,pop'ery, 
out his Hfe, it is impossible, to conc;eive that 'h~, will ;be' and clQthe them with the '.lloly 'Ghost" why then it, !Dust 
defeated., Bla'sphemy may' imagine it, profanity, may be, done'! The ,power' Qf ,Chri'st's intercession is 'irresist-, 
speak it, but truth 'abhors 'the idea that Jesus can the, ible. QU'een Mary reckoi1~d I'the ,prayers of' John Knox 
;baffled., A: dying God,! It is, an, inaccurate expression, to rbe worth many r-egiments; :but what 'shali I say of the 
yet l' know of no, expression, that i·s so accurate - God prayers of ,Jesus, the Son of God? They are w~th 'us 
putting himself into human 'form, so as to !be capable of to-day. While we are, sitti,ng ~ere, and troubling ,our 
'stf'ffering an~ de~th, ca~l!ot suffer and· die in :v~in. He min7ds abo~t, the 'U?rd's work"and saf.ing, "What,shall'w,e 
must, he s'haU, he wi'll win that' for which he died. He do?" and "Wh,at. \y'iIl,come of it·?" and all,that---;Jesus is' 
must reign, !because he has Pou.red out his soul unto pleading., Hush, ti'll, your hearts leave off :beating -
death·. ' " . ~ 'till' not a thought'is 'heard! • Yo~' m'ay. ,hear him ,saying,: 

'JJi·st~n again, 'ijere'is the se~ond reason':_"HE WAS N~M- ''',Father, I wilJ.." Here '~s the ''Power of 1;li.e, ch'IJrch. The' 
. BERED WITH"THE TRANSGRESSORS ;'" this is mentioned sec- plea of Chr-i-st with authority !before the throne is ~he 
,ondly~ as if there was something 'even more in that than majestic force upon which tp.e church depends. "Lo, I 
in the first. To die is, wonderful condescension; -but for' '~m wit~ you alway" even unto th'e ,end of ·.the world." 
the pure and holy One to dei'gn to be numbered with,the Wher~fore pluck up cou.rage: Jesus will yet win. You 
tr~nsgressors, and stand as if ,he had transgressed ,him- weak, faint.:he'arted ones, rejo'ice. T'he victory is ,sure, not 
self, though,transgress :he never did,~nor could _ I say because of a:nything you are, or of anything you cim do, 
this is more wonderful. If Jesus d'idi'that, then !he must !but for Jesus' sake. In the name of the 'Lord we set up 
win the victory. When) am di-spjritedl, where do 1 find our rbanners; HaUe!uja):l! ' 
encouragement'? Where the stars of Bethlehem burn, and 
whel'e men make merry on' their Ohristmas days? Nay, For Younger Readers 

- their mirth is wearIness, to a heavy ,heart. I will teil 
you Where 1 ·gO for comfort - to Gethsemane., to Gol- - "BUBBJ,.ES" 
gotha, to the 'garden, and to the tomb. Christ cannot h~lVe Bryan sat"'on the extreme edge of the flower'park seat, 
suffered there in vain: Christ"cannot have 'been de.., utterly unconscious of all the' riotous beauty th'at su.r­
spised, -slandered, and a'ctually numbered, with trans- rounded him. 'His dark 'nair was ruffled and 'stood up' 

:'gressors, and all for ~othing, [t cannot be: . it, cannot he. in tufts where Ihis fingers hair run throu·gh and through 
De,ath and, hell, ye ,ca;n defeat armies of men" lbut, the _ ,it. His eyes, which' could twinlde' with -fu'n and.' merrj.:. 
Crucified treaq,s. you 'down. When our Champion of the ment, were hard, and their expression, moody. One foot. 
pierced hand comes to the ,front the battle no.1on·ger wav- " kicked 'ba-ckwards, and :forwards ibruisiri'g and crushing, 
era. We glory'in his·. de~th and, in ibis 'makin·g cqmmon .in its motion a clump of primro~es which "g·rew:close to 
cause ~itl1: transgresso~s. But th,is 'is not all; it is ,add-' the path. "I couldn't care less," . Bryan muttered, as if 
ed,_And b:e bare .the 'Bin of many." This denotes his actual to justify his treatment ofsuch 'innocent beauty. 
ap,d literal su:bstitution - his acting as the sin-bearer. There was a firm step on the path:, the seat creaked 
rhis is sometibing 'more t'han being numbered with the a iittle as someone's' wei·ght' was lowered on to it, but. 
t'ransgressors; he actua:Ily takes the sin of the trans- Bryan went ,on he~dlesSly kicking. ," , ' 

" 

gressors, and bears their'bqrde~ u~on hiS. ow~ sho~lders . "'H must be some very serious trqulQle that'ma:kes a 
'by a 'Y0ndrous system of su:bsbt,utton WhIch IS. eas1~r to big chap l'ike you treat the 'lovely little flowers so" cruel­
'be belIeved, than to :be' explamed. Because he dId ,thl's he ly." Bryan looked up with a' start to meet the ,question­
~ust co,nquer .. ,~e m.~t co~quer. Si~, canno~ 'be v'ict.?r~OUs iug gaze, of a pair of v~ry serious !blue. eyes. , Their 
1~ Jesu·g has carrIed It on hIS shoulders and hurle'd It mto owner, ~a young school-gJrl jn the local 'college blazer,' 
h~s sepuIchre. If th,~. d~rkest days we~e to. cO,me,.and all tossed 'bjlck a pair, of long fair plaits, then dropped-on 
tlie churches of GhrIst were to 'be extmgu1s'hed, If there her knees and carefully gathered up the poor dila,pidated 
were left only one Christian, and-he ,as :good as dead by' blooms. "If' you just move further up'the seat you can 
reasdn of weaknes~, yet might ~e believe ,that 'God f{'om kick for all your' worth: without harmirig anything." 
.the dead would rai's~. U'P s~ed unto h'is Son, and fuIfil ?'\S Bryan, to'o aston'ished at what :he termed' "the girl's 
'covenant -an'll keep hIS word. I~ must ·be so. The offermg' C'heek" said nothing, 'but moved slowly' up the seat. 
of Christ's ~'UI for s.in ~~ures ~o h~~ a see~ ~or ever. Tenderly she grouped thr. ~la~t to,gether! 'Propp~ng .up' " " 

And lastly, there IS thIS fourth reason gIven -:-, "11 e ,t:p.e most cr~shed stems WIth pIeces of, tw1'~1J and, thIck '.' 
'made intercession for 'the transgressors." ~ can conceive leavel}. Then; first-aid treatment over she resumed, her, 

, you praying, my dear friend, and God's not hearing you; seat with a terS,e, "What's the troUble? It always helps 
but if the man who was despised and rej-ected should'say, fo ta-Ik; and, as 1 don't know you it can't matter much if 
','Rise. poor supplian't, rise and 1 will take thy place;" and you ten me." - , 
. . . . ~. . .' 
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January 6, 195~ THE' GOSPEL WITNESS and PR.OTESTANT ADVOCATE 

BrYan studied her for a, moment, "Not a bad looking 
kid, 'kind of chummy," was his private I'eflect'ion.· Aloud 
he· said, "Oh I'm just fed up, that's all." 

"AwfuI ~sn't it when you feel like that? I felt terrible 
}'Vhen Dad and Mum went back to I,ndia and left me with 
an elderly aunt who thinks, 'aU chtldrel) sllould be seen 
and not heard.' ,. ..._ 

"B'!t I 'guess you didn't crus·h tihe nearest flowers." 
Bryan actually. g·l'inned. . 

The ·girl's :hearty laugh' rang. out. "No, I didn't, for 
one thing I happen to adore flowers, and for another, it 
happene4 to !be December." . . 
. "What did you d'O?" Bl'yan was curious .. 

"Made up my.mind to 'play the man' as Dad said, study 
for all I was worth and 'get a Scholarship which would 
.take me far away from my poor ~lderly aunt and land 
me where 'I've always wanted to ,be; at a University," 
she' added simply. 

Bryan whistled through hIs teeth. "Some pluck ," he 
muttered. 

''Oh no, not a bit," she retorted. '~If one tries. hard. 
enough one cim a:chieve anything within reason." 

"W~ll I haven't," Bryan's vo'ice was full ()f bitterness. 
"I sat an exam. last term. Everyone liaid I was 'sure to 
pass, ,but II did.n't. I got the results this morning." 

"So that's the trouble." The girl iopked sympathetic. 
"Look here,' my name's Jaqueline Hardy - 'Commonly 
called 'Jackie' :J5Y my friends - ·suppose you tell me all . 
about it?"·· '.; 

Bryan found hims.elf pouring out aU the unhappy tale. 
T!te master's Jiopes of him passing were so assured that. 
he had entered a-year earlier than' he'needed to. His 
younger age would .get him certain marks added, so it 
had seemed that t'he. coveted scholars'hip was ·as good as 
his, but the result showed otherwise. 

"But then. a5 you sat a year early you can' have an­
other go next,year." Jackie paused a moment then added. 
slowly, '''And I'H ,giv~ you my motto to help. you. This is 
it--'I ~an do all things tih·rough Christ which strength-
eneth ·me.' ,... ' 

Rryan's lips met in. a th'iti hard line; there was' a. s'hort . 
silence; then he said grimiy: "No ,good to me. !My Dad 
talk5 like that. Got me to 'pray regu:Jarly, !but it just 
didJi't work." . 

'Jackie's eyes were stern as she' wh~,pped round on him. 
"You expected:'God t() do His part, but d.id y(iu do"yours ?" 
, Bryan_was on the deren~ive. 'She seemed SO sure of 
herself.' '·1 don't know what you mea,n," he mumbled. 

"'Why, just this." -Jackie was ,hot on his trail. . "D'id 
you pray that you might' pass 1" Bryan nodded assent. 

, "Then did you study for all you were worth ?" 
Bryan' h.ad 'to 'admit he hadn't. In fact 'he had to con­

fess he. had delib.erate1y avoided the 'spedal study:groups 
that his ·form master 'held every Saturday morning from 
nine-thirty to twelve-thirty. "You see they all seemed 
to think I would ,pass," .he· ended lamely. -

"Yes-and you th~u'ght if you said a Tittle prayer God 
would do the rest," Jackie sounded fierce. "Now if I 
were you I'd attend: that study Igroup, work hard; pray 
hard, then next year .. ;" . . 

. . "I'm n.ot going to ·sit next year," B,ryan cut· ·in. "I've 
had enough." 

Ja'ckie's eyes' were fixed on a group of chidren by the 
lily-pond. . A 'taU 'girl was blowing bubbles to .pleasea 

·little cur-ly.Jbeaded feHow, .sitting in a push-chair, who 

was clapping his 'hands with del'j,ght as the 'gfeaming baBs 
!loated thro~gh the air.. , . 

Rryan followed her ·gaze. The girl was slowly blowing. 
a huge bubble, tR'kinlg. care not to Ibu.rst it. The sun 

'turned it into a dazzling rainbow of colo,ur. :Bigger and 
bi'gger it ,grew while the l'ittle feliow wri'g·gled and 

· gurgled· with delight. Stretching' out his chubby arms 
he tried to grasp it. One moment it quivered on the .pipe, 
and the next moment it was -gone. The little fellow kicked 
on 'h·is 'chair-rest with 'gusto, went b'!ue 'in the face, stuck 

, grubby 'knuckles into his eyes to wipe off the lbubble's 
splash, opened his mout'll wide, and YE'LLED.' . 

.Bryan Igrinned. Jackie whispered, "Watch'" The girl 
hastily plunged the pipe into the sOapy mixtu,re, swirled 

· it round and rou·nd; then 'cr'ied, "Look, big -sister's got 
another one coming." 

'. ,. 4 

. !The yel1ing stopped' and the happy gurgling ibegan as 
anobher huge 'bubble formed. . 

"There you are,'." Jackie urged. '''Your bu'bb'!e burst so 
you are all. upset, hut 'there's another one coming.' " , 
· "No rieed to yeH ~nd kick," BrYl!-n added' sheepishly 
while.Jackie chuC:kled:- A 'nearBy clock'struck. "9,16! I· 
must fly." J~clcie leapt to her feet. "I'm .really ta'king a 
short-'cut throu'goh the park to the sh()ps, ·speciai tieket 
of ,leave to buy a ,birthday present for a pal. . By-the-way, 
what's your name?" 

"Bryan O'N eiI'l." . 
· 'Jackie's eyes rounded. "No relation of the Rev: O'Neill, 
I. suppose?" 

"Yes, his son." , 
"Why Bryan, he is our chaplain this term. Dad knew 

· him years ago at College, says he was always' -a fine 
Christian." . . 

'''Yes J acki~, 'he is, but I'~e :been a bit of' Ii rotter· I'm 
afraid, n9t taking things serious'ly and just fQoling 
about." 

. "I understand·; thought prayer was just for Igetting 
what- you wanted, 'I was just the same once, ibut it's much 
more-than that." ' . . 
· Bryan nQdded. '''So I'nl begln.ni,rig to think.'~ ' .. 

"Now' I'm off. I'U be seeing yoil a'ga,in, your' Dad is 
· giving me s'pecial coaching every Monday evening as 

I'm hopeless at Latin. Don't forget my motto and 'don't 
· forget the ibubble." A cheery wave and, she was 'gQne: 

He sat'dow-n' again. The elder ·sister was .sHll·patiently 
'blowing bubbles cheer'i'ly caUing ea'eli time they ,burst, 
"'There's. an.oth~r one coming ," ,Sudderuy Bryan s~arted 
up, smoothed' .his hair, 'grabbed his cap, and, startling 
tihe young bulb'ple iblower by thrusting a packet of tof~ee 
.into her 'hand·, I'aced' off t'hrougoh the pal'k at breakneck 
speed. .' , 

His 'breath was cominlg in quick short gasps as he 
reached the school gates. The clock pointed 'One minute 
to 9.30. He tore across the quad., through ·the swi'ng 
doors, down tllie corridor and rounding a corner was just 
iIi time t~ see 'his Form-Master, his h'and on the 
door-'handle, a!bout to enter the ;Lecture Hall. Hearing 
the ra'cing footsteps'he paused and turned. 

Bryan pulled up, gasping. "Sorry: Sir~idn't want­
. to-be-Iate, can--'I enroll-for the Study Group?" 

The Master's hand rested for a moment on~ B·ryan's 
heaving shoulder, "To prepare for next year?" 

Bryan nodded, "Yes Sir." 
P' 
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The Master's eyes were warm and: friendly as he said, 
"Splendid O'Neill, you'll do." -

Th'e boys' Chattering ceased as they entered the hall. 
Bryan slipped into a va'cant seat; . utterly unconscious of 
the significant nods and 'smiles cast in his direction. HE;! 
tQo'k up the'pencil, ar.ranged, the writing pad to his s'atis­
.faction, and in the moment of'wait'ing murmured to him-' 
self, "I can .do all things through Christ which strength­
eth me. That's my motto,now." 

IT:Q.e Master started to dea'! with the ·first subject. 
Bryan'.g pencil literally flew over the ·paper as he took 
down notes. 

!T'he 'lecture had 'begun, and so had Bryan. 

-The Child in the Midst. 

Bible School' Lesson Outline' 
Vol. 19' First Quarter January 16, 1955 

OLIVE,L. CLARK. Ph.D. (Tor.) 

THE SHUNAMMITE'S SON 'RESTORED TO LIFE 

Lesson Text: 2 Kings 4:~5-37. 
Golden Text: "Jesus said unto her, I 'am the resurre:ction 'and 

the Hfe: he that believeth in me, ~ough he were dead, yet 
shall 'he I.i'Ve."-John 11:25. 

I. The Sorrow of Death: verses 25-28. 
Elisha, ifilie successor of Elijah; Ibegan !his ministry in the 

miracu'lous power of the 'Holy Spirit, diViding the waters of 
the Jordan, healing the waters of Jericho and calling down 
fire upon those 'W·ho mocked the prophet of the Lord (2 
Kings 2). He had .been used to bring spectacular \1ictory ·to 
the whole nation (2_Kings 3:16-27), Ibut !he was not above 
ministet"ing to a poor widow who 'Was in distress (2 Kings 
4:1-7). 
- Elisha did not forget to reward the 'great woman of S'hunem 

for her gracious kindness in offering hospitality to him. 
She de!lired no honour or :high position, but God gave to her 
a son (2 Kings 4:8-17). . "-

pathy 'bh8lt Elisha had. Those who would minister to sor­
rowing ones in the name of the Lord mUM have kind and 
loving'hearts (Rom. 12:15; Eph. 4:15; Phl1.1:8, 9). 

Elisha did ,not know the' ex'act cause of ~e woman's dis­
tress, indicating that the prophets had' superna:tural knowl­
edge omy when it was ,given to 1lhem by the Lord (1 Pet. 
1:10, 11). ' 

n. The Restoration to Life: verses 29-:37. 
'Of hlsown own accord Elisha sent GehazI the servant to 

the house of mourning with the ~ommand :to lay .t!he staH, 
the badge of the prophetic office, u·pon the faee of the dead 
child. 'But there was no resU'lt. We cannot delegate to an­
other ·the work whi'Cb ·the Lord would have us ·perform for 
Him. N.or wiU mechanical . deyices 'avai[ in the spiritual 
realm; we must put personlil effort in~o our task; 'and 'be 
willing to make S'acrifices'for the Lord. God uses human lips, 

-human hands and human feet to deliver the message of life 
to those who are dead in sin (ISlL 52:7; 'M;att. 28:18-20). 

'Powerful, ·private and importunate prayer was a neces­
sary faotor in restoring life to the child. We need to exercise 
this holy ministry of intercession on beha!l;f of others (Luke 
11:5-10; 18:1-8). 'As we pray in faith .the Lord will- touch, 
them wdth the touch of !life, which He alone can give. 

The prophet identified himself as' fulIy 'as iPossi'ble with 
the little child who lay upon his bed, putting his own eyes 
on the eyes of the child, ,his mouth upon the chi'ld's mouth, 
and his hands upon those of the child. It is the need which 

. we make OUT own that we can help. . 'When 'by the Holy 
Spirit we feel the burden of another's sin 'as though it were 
our own, we are in a position .to pray for them earnestly and 
believingly (Exod. 32:32; Rom. 9:1-3; 10:1). God give to 
us al'l such a passion for souls! , . 

God answered the prayer whidh was inspiTed of the 'HO'ly 
Spi·rit and accompanied Iby persistent effort 'and by faith in 
the power of God, even as He did in the case of Elijah and 
the son of the widow of Zarephath (1 KiJ1'gs 17:17-24). The 
healing was not immediate, !but it was complete (1 Kings 
18:44. 45; Mark 8:23-25;· Acts 20:9-12); God -is sovereIgn in 
a1o1 His acts. Wihen it is for His 'glory He 'Can Ibring instan­
taneous health or lITe, Ibut the ·miracle is just as great when 
performed in progressive steps. 

As teachers and workers we are constantly in touch with 
those who are spiritually dead (Eph. 2:1). Oniy the voice of' 

. the Lord can raise tllem to life, but we can be used as His 
instruments (Eph. 5:14). . 

In this hOUT of emel"gency EHs'ha had disregard'ed the 
danger of ceremonial uncleanness which he would incur by 
'Ms contact with a dead body ·(Lev. ~1:1). Nothing mattered, 
if only the ~m would bring tihe dead to life agadn. De~t!h coines aiike to younig 'and old ('Psa. 90:9-12); the 

great woman of Shunem could not prevent 'tihe last dread 
enemy from laying hold upon 'her young son,: the darling of Daily Bible Readings . 
her heart (Luke 7:12). It 'Wouid seem tHat 'he died of sun- Jan. 10-':Dhe Widow of Nadn's Son .............................. Luke 7:11-18 
stroke. The mother's natural ,grief was enhanced !by the Jan. ll-The Widow of Zarep'hath's Son ...... 1 Kings 17:17-24 
fact that this son ·had !been given to 'her Iby an unexpected Jan. 12-The ·Prodigal Son ................................................... Luke' 1$:11-24' 
miracle of grace (verses 13-17), and she was sore troubled Jan. 13-The Nobleman's.,gon ............................................. John 4:46~54 
when he died. is!h.e had not asked for a son, nor had ahe . Jan. 14-The Disciple's Son .................................... : .............. !Mark 9:14-29 
wished to be deceived in the m'atter (verses 16, 28). She' Jan. 15-The Begging Son ............................................................ John 9:1~7 
was to -learn that for 11111 those who love God, 'He maketili ali . Jan. 16-'l'he Only Begotten ISon ........................................... : ....... Jahn 17 
things to work together for good; the death of her son ' 

Suggested Hymns' 
Safe in t!he arms of Jesus. 

would be for the greater glory of .God (John 9:2, 3; 11:4). 
The mother's distress of soul was so great that she 'made 

all haste to go' to the man' of God. He had Hved the life 
'before her, and she' had every confidence that he would be 
able to help her now. When her 'hus·band enquired the reason 
for the journey, remaTking that it was not the time of the 
new moon or the sabbath, when burnt offeringlS 'would be 
made ·(Nurnlb. 28:11)" 8'he replied, "Peace" (Compare with 
'"Hold ye 'your pea~e ' ~ 2 Kings 2 :3, 5);. she 'Wou~d not wait 
to diS'Cuss the matter with him at that time. 'How blest are 
all who know ·the Lord as 'Saviour and Friend, for to Him 
they may go to find comfort, grace and strength ·(Psa. 9:9; 
27:5; 118:5; Heb. 4:16) •. 

Elisha sent ·his servant to the' foot ofl Mount 'Cimnel to 
meet the sorrowing mother, !but s'he w.ouid not disclose her 
errand. To all questions she answered as before "Peace". 
Gehazi misunder&tood her .importunity and thought that' she 
was but troubling his master (Matt. 20:31; Mark '·~0:13, 14; 
LUke 8:49). Gehazi did'not ibave the understanding' Bym~ 

I am not skiUed to understand. 
Low in the grave He [ay. 
Brief life is here our portion. 
Rejoice and be glad! 
By Jordan~s stormy :banks i stand. 

S.S. LESSON CARn FOR 1955 I 

The Sunday School lesson card for the 1955 Evan­
gelical International Lessons has Ibeen printed 'by. the 
Jarvis Street Baptist Sund·ay ISehoo:J.. This card, whiCh 
contains the 'list of lessons and golden texts for the. year, 
is set up in a ha~dy size and ca,n Ibe ~arried !n' the Bible. 
The eost of 'these is one cent each or ~fty cents a hundred .. 

l. --L.K.T. 


