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"Forgett.in.g 'Tho~e "Things, Which Are Behind" , 
.' 

WE.' . SH ALL-take, ~ide Uberty respecting the t~xt 
which forms our caption~ . There are some things 

we' ought never to forget.'· The Psalmist exhorted his 
!!oul/"Forget not allliis benefits". ,It was ,charged against 
Israel that "they soonforgat his works". It is evident 
fro~ the Scriptures th·~t many of the greatest saints de-

. rived 'inspiration from the memory of IGod's former good-. 
nesses: "Because •. thou hast been 'my help; ,therefore. in' 
the ·shadow of thy wings will I rejoice";' "Blessed be the 
Lo,rd, . because he ·hath heard the voice of my supp~ica
tions",; "We love 'him 'because he first loved us". There 

.... a~e score's, huni,lreds perhaps, of scriptures of the same 
·purport. Therefore let us 'not forget the goodness and 
mercy Which followed us all the days of 1952. . . . 

Some Who 'read these lines were .bereaved duri'ng the . 
past year, and because o'f 'that some must now walk 
alone. Let us not forget the virtue,S of our departed 
friends. I:.et us 'cnerish the -m~mory of eyerything about 
them that was good; but as 1p your bereavement, 'your 
sorrow, your loneliness, try to forget it. God ·still lives, 
'and will. go 'wit4. you through the N ew' Year: . 

.Go bury thy sorrow, the world hath its share, 
Go, bu.ry -it 'deeply, go, hide it with care; 
Go think of it calmly, when curtained ,by night; 

. Go tell it to Jesus, and all will:be right, ...... 
. ~ .... 
·Go.tell it to Jesul!, He kno~eth ·tliygrief; 
Go·.tell 'it to Jesus', He'n send thee' relief; 
Go gather the' sunshine He sheds on the way; 
He'll :l'ighten thy ·bul'den-go, weary one, pray. - . ~ . 

Ifearts growing a-weary with heavier woe 
Now 'd'roop 'mid the darkness---go, comfort them, go! 
Gobriry thy sorrow, let others be blj!st; '. 
Go give them' the sunshine, tell Jesus 'the rest. 

. '. 
But there 'are sorrows more poignant 'than the pangs 

of death.· There are pain~' no opiate can ·assuage.. There 
are grj~fs that are akin to despair. There are some who 

. have had- to bury their hopes, their fondest anticipations, 
the recollection of their noblest d.reams; for there are 
sOme who have loved ones who are worse than de'ad, .and 

- they find themselves wrapped around 'with' a. cloud in 

. ~/ 

wp,ich, for ,the time at least, they ean discern no silver 
Ii~ing. _. . 

But it is not healthy to dwell upon these things. May
'h.ap by the sovereign mercy of God there may come ·some 
mitigation of your 'griefs in years that "lie ahead. But 
in the -meantime-seek help of 'God io forget. the things 
that are behind'. It may ,be the past year has been' marked 
Iby the smlirt of someone's ingratitu!le,: by the bleeding 
wound 9f someone's betrayal. IShall we' make our lives 
miserable by remembering' the worldliness of Demas,
and his consequent fors'aking? Shall we mourn over the 
Anani·ases and Sapphiras we have met? Shall.we worry 
ourselves :by remembeI:ing' the Hymenaeuses, the Alex~ 
a!lders, and the outright bcariots l' Let us try to' forget 
them. i None of the Apostles 'attended the funeral of' 
Judas Iscariot., if }le,had one. . . 

,Memory' to this' writer has long. been like a 'vast pic
ture gailery, where the portraits of 'innumera:ble saints, 
for which we give thanks upon every remembrance of I 

them, are hung; and the memory of them has inspired' 
and refres'hed us ten thousandltimea. 

And there were other pictures. We thought highly of 
them and found delight in contemplation of what we 

·thought they were. Demas,and Ananias, and Sapphira, 
aI)d Hymenaeus, and Alexand:er, and bcariot we.re among 
th.em .. But we 'hav~'had to take' their portraiis (lown and 
ca,st them as rubbish to the void, and lea:rn to 'go on 
without them. It is remarkable how grace 'stoops to fill 
the void thus created. But be it remem'oered that these 
things ,must be removed from our vision. It is easy to 
shut out the sun ~ith something that is ver'Y small; and, 
suffering from wounds that bleed withiI:!, it is' some-' 
times difficult (Ito see clearly. But let us go on. Among 
God!s elect we s'hall find a multitude of choice spiri·ts· 
who will outshine any of those. whom we must leave 

. behind. 'The New Year will bring us new friends, new 
opportunities for service, new experiences of the faith-
fulness and fellows'hip .of God', new successes, new vic-
tories, new coronations! '. .' 
" Years ago one Saturday night we scribbled' some 
verses on the back of an envelope. 'They were published, 

" 
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and-we ha;e 'had not ,a few festimonies to their helpful
ness. .Th,erefore~ we print them again as a New Year's I 

motto:, 

..... 

I MUST GOON 
, I must go on; my hand is put" unto the plough . . 
. The wind 'blows cold, the slugg8.rd leaves the sod unturned, 
. Nor caresJhat in the time of harvest he must beg; 

But I have seen a Ploughman spite of wind and snow 
Plough an unbending furrow to the end, 
And ceaseless in His toil break up the fallow ground, 
And through the mist and murk of unpropitious ·days . 
Lay up in store the summer's golden' harvest joy. 
That Ploughman is ;the Master of my soul;, 
Therefore, in spite of stoJ'ffi and stress .' 
I Jtlust go on. . 

; 

I must. fight on, I have in conscit)nce drawn the sword,' 
The fight is hard, the ar,rned Ephraimites may flee 
And fill the streets of Gath and Askelon with mirth; 

',But I have seen a Warriot' take the field alone, 
Unsheath His sword against infernal .foes, . 
And with undaunted soul 'cut .through the serried ranks, 
And thop.gh forsaken of the men He caine to save· 
Pour out His blood to win a victor's crown. 
That Warrior is the Captain of my soul, 
And I, though I should stand alone, like Him 
I must fight on. ' 

And I must love, my heart no longer is my own; ) I 

The world allures and fi.ckle hearts may turn aside, 
Nor care though ashes mark the place of yester's flame; 
But I have seen a Lover spite of scorn and hate, 
Love through an agony of blood and tears, 
And ceaseless in His love for e'en His enemies 
Lay down His' iife' forsaken of the earth and sky,. 
And rising win a bride and ring the marriage bells; 
That Lover is the Lover of my soul. 
.And I unto the endlel!s end-like Him-
I, too, must love •. 

R.C. PRELATE CALLS FOR ANOTHER 
CAMPAIGN OF PERSECUTION 

THE daily press prints the followinr .seasonal gr.eeti~gs 
from a Spanish Cardinal.on the day after Christmas. 

Even the c9mmunists in Korea ordered' a cease-fire in 
celebration of Christmas,. but the return of the season 
when the angels sang their messages of peace on earth 

'. is merely an occasion for the Spanish· Cardinal to rally 
his medieval reactionary bigots to' a fresh onslaught 
against_ the handful of harassed and sorely tried Protes-
tants in Spain. , 

. .' . I ' 
Spanish Cardinal Urges. ~ruSacle Against PrQtestants 
Seville, Spllin, Dec. 26 (AP).~PedroCardinal Segura 

. called to-day for a "grand crusade" against Protestants 
whom he accused of waging a major propaganda campaign 
throughout Spain. . . 

The fiery archbishop of Seville said he, had received re
ports f:r:om. all over the co;untry. of ~nti-Catpolic paI!1phlets 
bemg dIstrIbuted by Pro4lstants, which "are combatmg.the 
authority of the Pope and the episcopacy." . 

"They (the Protestants) are engendering suspicion against 
Catholic priests,".-Segura declared. "They are cOJ.Ilbating •.• 
Catholic priests aild calumniating them. They are combating 
the fundamental dogmas of our faith, such as ·the .doctrine 
of the Eucharist. and the nature of the Holy Roman 'Catholic 
Apostolic Church.'" tl. ' 

In the past, similar outbursts of intolerance on the 
part of the Spanish Cardinal have been the sign'al {or a 
renewal of mob violence and organized terrorism against 
a courageous handful of Spaniards who dare to believe 

, . that true religion' lis a matter for the indiVIdual con
science that cannot be dictated by Franco 'and his ecclesi
astical" supporters. 'We 'have no doubt that in a few 
weeks we spall read again of other 'acts of terror and 

,persecution in Spain . 

... 
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The partiCular attention of the"Canadian ~d' A~e~ican 
. Knights of 'Columbus is called to the utterance of their 

church''S representative in Spain. In "America 'these 
doughty papal knights tell us that the ChurCh of Rome 
loves liberty and grants tolerance to those who oppose 
her. -In -Spilin, the 'Cardinal as'Berts the true Romanist 
doctrine, for use where Rome is_ supreme, . that liberty 
is ·an evil thing, that no one 'may'he permitted to criticize 
the ·Ohurch of the popes or even. to' give out Gospel litera-
ture or the Word of God.-W.S.W. ~' 

WHAT SlN REALLY AIMS. TO"])O 
Every sin is a kind of cursing God in' the' heart; an 

aim at the destruction of the being of God; not actually, 
but virtually; 'not in the intention 0:1; every sinner, but 
in the nature of every sin: That affection which excites 
a man to break His law, would excite him to annIhilate 
his 'being if it were in his power.. A. man in every sin 
aims to set up his own, wiH as his rule, lind his own glory 
as the end· of his actions against the will and glory' of 
God; and could a sinner attain his end, God would be 
destroyed.-STEPHEN CHARNOCK ' 

G'REAT NEW YEAR'S' MORNING 

ME.ETING. 

for Prayer and Fellows·hip 

10.30 a:m. 
.An Institution in Jaryis Street 

for About 100 Years 

'Everybo~y Invited . .'" 
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A Prayer ·fo·r-. the Old Year and' the New 
A Sermon by the Pastor. Dr. T. T. ShieldS 

Preached, in Jarvis Street Baptist 'Church, Toronto, on a Sunday Evening 
('Stenographically Reported) -. "Purge me with hyssop,. and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than 

snow."-Psalm 51:7. 

Prayer before the Sermon 
. We draw near to Thee, 0 Lord, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
For the multitude of Thy mercies, for Thine immeasurable 
love, we give Thee thanks. We thank Thee for all Thou ; 
hast shown us of Thy grace during the year now closing. 
We bless Thee for many in Thy. presence who, during the 
year, have' come to kn9W Thee as their Saviour, who will 
greet the new year· as they did· not greet the beginning of 
this year, in company with Jesus Christ. . 

Every day Thou· hast been with us, and Thy promise that 
Thou would'st ·be with us all the days has been fulfilled to us 
for. another year. ~very ·good .gift and ~very ·perfect gift 
whIch ha~ 'been receIved has come from Thee. We confess 
our unwo?thiness,. our utter sinfulness, and acknowledge that 
it is ·all of Thy mercy that we are·not consumed. But we give 
Thee thanks that Thou hast ble~sed us through another year, 
and we would .bow in Thy presence this evening as men and 
women, boys and girlf, who need Thy grace for the year to 
come. We want to be better men and better women. We de
sire more worthily to represent Thee in a world that so 
ul'lgently needs Christ. Fulfil to us Thy promises in still 
larger measure. May we receive power 'by the Holy Ghost's 
coming upon us, that we· may be witnesses unto Thee here, 
and to the uttermost parts of the earth. 

We praise Thee for Thy grace to us as a church. Thou 
hast been with us. . Thou hast sustained "the enterprises 
which Thou hast entrusted' to us; And Thou hast given us 
innumerable tokens· of Thy favour. Thou hast manifested. 
Thy_presence again and again. We thank Thee for the pros
pect of the f~ture, for Thy resourCes are inexhaustible. Thou 
\V~lt be the same in the year to come as Thou hast been dur-
i.ng the year now closipg. . " 
. We pray that Thy benediction may rest upon evel;' member 
of this congregation and upon every one of our readers. 
We beseech Thee, 0' Lord, to draw nigh to us all to-night. 
Make us sensIble of Thy ·nearness. Be not to us as a God 
Who is afar off, but as ·One Who ioB nigh. Let Thy grace 
abound toward every one of us. Bless the homes into· which 
this message will penetrate this evening. Wherever there are 

. people in trouble, may the comfort of the Holy Ghost be 
vouchsafed. Where there are any without Christ, may salva
tion come to that house. Bless the unconverted' fathers and 
mothers, and children, and friends and ·neighbours. Wherever 
people hear the message of the hour,. 0 Lon!", may the power 
of Thy Spirit be-felt. May the wind that 'bloweth where it 
listeth carry the'message of the gospel to countless thousands 
who need it. . 

We thank Thee for this word from within the walls of a 
penitentiary. BleSlS, we ·beseech Thee, that dear man. We 
know nothing of his experiences in. the ·past, but we pray 
that Thou wilt restore to him the years the locust hath:eaten. 
Help him to rejoice in God his· Saviour, and· even there to 
bear witness to His saving power; and. make him, in the 
years to come, when· he shall.have regained' his liberty, to 
be a mighty power for good. There may be others .. whom we 
do not know who hear in their pI'ison-ceUs. We pray for a 
·like blessing for every one of them, and for those in hospit8.ls, 
sanitaria, and other. instituti'ons, where tpis message shall 
reach. We beseech Thee, let Thy blessing be given to them 
also. . 

Now in this service this wet' night, when many who are 
ordinarily present, are detained', make bare Thine arm. We 

thank Thee"that Th~u art never absent'from the assembli~ 
of t~e. saints. Thou art sovereign of all cu:cumstances, of all 
condItIons; therefore we beseech Thee to manifest Thy grace 
in this place thi.s eyening. Simil~ly wo>.ulil we pray for every 
company of behevmg people, for every gospel messenger~ for 
every witness. for the cross in this land;· and to the uttermost 
parts of the earth. May the blessing of the Lord be upon 
us all. . . 

Bless the nation, and the rulers 6f all nations. Give us 
peace, if it please Thee, in our time, 0 Lord.' Give wisdom. 
to those wh.o rule over us, and if'it please Thee visit·us, not 
so m~c~ wIth. temporal prosperity, .though this we· desire, 
,but VISIt us WIth a Heaven-sent reVIval that will restore to 
the nations the confidence which these latter years have 
destrc:>yed. Hasten the time when-Thou shalt come Thyself 
and take to Thyself Thy great ·power and reign, This blessed 

. hope we che.rish, and for the appearance of the.great God 
and· our SaVIOur Jesus Christ we long. Come .quickly, Lord 
Jesus, we beseech Thee. Meanwhile, keep us true to Thee, 
and ·?less us nQw ~or Jesus Christ's sake, Amen. 

I SUPPOSE. we shall follow our usual practice as this 
day "draws to a close, and as we greet th,e New Year, 

we shall do as we have done many times before, and wish 
each other a happy new· year. I would not make light of 
that practice. I think it does us good to think of other 
people, and to express such kindly sentiments respecting. 
others' welfare. But how impotent We all are to- make 
our wishes effective! If only we could really make our 
friends happy by ~ishing them a happy new year! And 
how happy we ourselves should be in thus communicating 
happiness to others! But notwithstanding our.,.. good' 
wishes there will be those perhaps .to whom sorrow and 
difficulties will come; for the next year will have its 
shadows, as this year has had. • And I thought it would 
be a good thing if we could learn how to send' a wish 
S9mewhere that would be effective for ourselves, arid for 
others too. 

I think the text I have rea~ is a most appropriate 
prayer for the-closing of the year. 'fhere is not one of 
us who ·does not.need to breathe just8uch a prayer as 
this, who does not need to pray· after this f,ashion, 
".Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash pte, 
and I shall be whiter than snow." If we all thus pray, 
and receive--as we shall-the divine answer to our 
·prayers, then we may, in very truth, have a happy new 
year;' and have new experiences, all of us, of the grace 
of.God. 

This i·s very, verY simple.· Nothing could be simpler. 
Have yQ.u noticed how frequently in .the Word of God . 
repentance and fai-tih ·are joined? I fear we exhort one 
another very often to believe, when we ought. to be 
equally faithful in exhorting others to repentance. There 
can be no true faith witfu.out repentance. Repentance is 
t • 
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an element in 'faith and only as' we' ,repent 'of our sins any storehouse, to"any great departmental st~r~, to one 
'can we receiv~ foriiveness for them, ' . --..... of our great banks, to go anywhere you like and make 
. In thi~ simple prayer':you have the .request of (!, ,p'eni.. a'~y. request ·t.hat }ias expr~ssive ,of 'your ~eart's desire, . 

tent heart" someone who feels his need' of cle~nsi?g. He!wlt~ the, assurance tha~ y~ur request :would be granted.,: 
says, "Wash me." There is a confession: of fa'lth 'In',,o~lIed. ,wha:~.prayer wO\l~d you offer?, For w:~a:t would ~ou ~sk, ' 
in the prayer, for said 'he, "If 'Go'd shall wash m~ I shall , I r~call, ~he stQ~y.'of. 8' nu~ber ,of men. comJng mto 
tbe'white.r thiin snow." , . , ' . '," Lo.~don from the tre~ch~s ~urIng the Great. ~ar., Th.ey 

Let us look ,at those two words,'first of all, and thelJ a~ wer~ 10,a.ded,:down ''WIth. th~lr haversacks, r~fles; ~nd. aJI .. 
some of their' implications", ... ',. ,~he rest o~ l~, s4Jel he,lmets and ~l. They~ were t~red 
, . . .' , ... from ,thei:t: long journey, and they were ·hungry as well. 

I. ' .In. greeting ·them at 'thestation somebody said to one of 
"-First, then, THE p~YER OF ,THE J;>ENlTENT: ·';Wash .. the.m~ "W~~t s~aII ,~ed? for,~ou fi.~st? I~ it,~"good mea.l 
me," it was thus the broken-hearted David pray~d; ~~ ::Y:0u, want., No " sal? the weary soldIer,. let me -go 
thus prayed becaU8e' he had some; consciousne~s. of h'l~ .. 'somew~ere where I c~ ,bathe .a~~"II}ake myself, clean., . I 

d · f' l ","o';ng He wO'uld never have prayed that l:le can walt for}.Q,od until ,afterward. What h~ really s!lld nee 0 c ea,..,. , ", . "W h I h b I ti . th t h ini . ht be washed had he not- first of all been convinced " was, ,_ as me. ,ave' e.en a ong me In . e renc es, 
, : g h "d d to be' washed ·.1, l}!lye come to' loathe myself. I am conscIOUS' of my 

. that e,nee el 't" '. t' d peopie that uncleanness, and I want a fountain somewhere' in which 
The difficu ty some l~ ~'s' '0 penlua ,e, " ;r can wash.'" " ' , , 

they ne.ed .~ be washed, . The Lord has as much tro~ble. .' , Have you ever been brought there? Sometimes we 
, wi~h His child:r;n in that respect as s~me human parents' dream our dreams of/what we. would do if we .. were able 

have with theirs. i do not know why. It should . be so, but to, command the 're;sources of great wealth. We have all 
there' are child,ren' who s'eem very much afraId of ~oap built ,our' castles, and fomulated plans for great enter
and· water, and, seem rnot to know 'how use~~l. they are, prise'S' but '\vouid "it, not be well for us to think of our' 

, and how indispensa'ble to cleanliness· and health, . .;~:~~ . stanai~g befor~ God?' 1. suppos'e there are people this 
are als? ~roYt'n-u~ people ~ho have nO.t learned thel . ome' . day' who would like to have a new suit of clothes for the 
of cleans mg. I s.uppose. If you, were to, suggest ~ s er- new yea:r:! I kiJ.?w. we used to be able ~ say. in this 
fine: gentlemen ptl~ evemng. who he~rs ~e, th!1t h IS !ere pJ.~ce, "We ~~nt some, ~lothes for the poor", and 'be, cer-
sonal appear~nce WO\lld b~ ~eatly ~mp~oved If e ~, tam of gettIng them: Butno)V .from very many we re- ' 
to 'giv~ a Iitt:le ~ore attention to the busl:p,esl!l ~f wash~ng, ceive'the reply, "I am' poor 'myself) and i ani wearing 'all 
he woul,Q.:be hIghly offended. , I '.. the clothes I have." People' are wearing their old 
, And yet that is the talSk, -if I may so 'say, of the S~lrlt clotlles. How p'eople .like to make themselves presentable ' 
of God always, to, convince men of their need of cleansmg. before each other! I say it would 'be well for us tol . 
You 'remembE;r when. Jesus Christ laia,' aside ~is s:.ar- thin'k' of our standing ·befo~e God, o'f hoW we appear be
m~nts 'and took a towel and girded Himself, and, began, fore. Him; and ,then, to pray th~t we may be so wash.ed 
to wa,sh His disciples' feet, when He ,came to PeteJ;, ~e~~r th!lt we may .not be l\shamedin His presence. . , 
~aid, "Thq~ shalt nev~r. was? ~Y: fe~t." ,Not that he dId,,' ' A good mal}Y !ea~ ago I was one 'day visiting in th~ , 
not, fe~. hIS need of It, but because· he felt,u~woI:thy of country. I was invited to a certain hOme to tea~r dinner 
the ,co~descerisfo'n in~olved in- the "'p~opo;sal. '. Bu~ how I,fo!get which it was. ',!.he .home was that. of a. comp~r:, 
m~?~ there are who ab~or th~ neces~Ity of w~hIng, .. The .' .~tively young man a.nd.hIS.Wlfe, and th/i!Y had a httle ~lrl . 
.rehglO? of tlIe day f~.lls, to ~ec~gmze th.at fund~mental 'The lady, invi~~ her family upon this occasion to meet 
,nec~slt~ that we need, aboye ~ver!thIng else, .t? be ,the p~l(cher, )' do not know how Ipany sisters she had', 
washed, and to be made cl~an m the S!gp~ of G~d. . " b\lt"' tI:tey were all· tnere. 'When' I went ~n they were 

'How may we know our need? Only by .the .lIght·of 'seated around'the room, and presently,the little ' girl, I . 

God's Spirit, through the Word, only as we look int9 this Mary, came'in. She went up to one of her aunts and 
mirI"C?r .which .i,s ~escr~,ped a~ ",t~e perfect l~w of.libert('. 'said" ':'.A..'!~t ~l~ie,. :what· have, you got 'tha~ dress on !or?" 
The 'man' who_ w1l1 really, sIncerely,. examme' hnpself In They 'trIed ,to qUIet her, but she twas not, to be -l'lut off. 
the light of this Book wil~_the~e.be'hold. the reflection,of.··· She sai4, '!:You hav~ 9n your verY,:;best dr~ss." Then she 

,hi.s own character; he w1l1 be as a man who beholdeth -looked·around at the others. "Aunt. MarY, what havE' you 
·his n~iur~l face in a gla~. And he W~ll see his need 'of got your .lbest,dress on fo,C,~' ·And finally, stepping out' 
cleansing: ", ' .' '.' .into the -centre of the, f1oor-:she' said, "You' all look as 
, That is my 'ElKhortation to you, my friends, 'here and though-you were. s~pecting company:" It is '~ometimes, 

elf'eV"here this evening, ere this year shall close. Will you' dangerous to let little chiId~en talk! . -.r:hey were expect-.. 
look back upon its record, Updn your record in respect to" ing c0!!lp~ny,and ~ 'suppose they had:' prepared for the 
thil;! year, 'and see if it be 'not true ~hat you need .0. be ,rec~ptlon '~f t'he company.. . 
washed;, especially if you· have never yet comEl to !Chrlst, 'I;Iow vastly more important it is that we ask oursd:ves, 
if yo.u ,have never. received the, cleansing of His preci~us Ho~ are we to. appear before God? If we do, and survey 
blood, if yc;lU are in a state of nature, with.alI your SInI:! ,.ours~lves· iIi .~his revealing,mirror, we shall leat:,n tq pray 

.'upon you? There is nothing you need so, mu~ a~ to be as the~Psalmisot did, '~Pu'rge'me with hyssop, and ~ shall' 

.' washed' and made clean~ , ",'..,. . . b~ clean; wash ~e; and} shan. be, whiter than snow. ... 
. We shall never learn our shortcomi~gs 'by measuring ,That is simple. And, I know, as I hav~ already said, ... 

our"elves bY.earthly standards. We must bring ourselves ~that the' popular· religiolJ omits it. So~e who hear me 
into the light which ~hines from heayen" if we would ,would be more pleased . perhaps were I to exhort tqem to 
learn our need of cleansing. , ",'! ' worKS of righteousness,. to good deeds, something V'fhich 

Thill is a' 'Ora1Ie~ which take8 precedence in the Psalmr. they themselves 60uld do. But i.t is useless' to dres;s up in 
'ist's thought of all ot~er de8jr68.: Suppo~ you could yo?r best ~lothes if y~ur face is not. wallhed. .T~e 
ha,:e your 'Yay to-night, suppose yoU were free to go to chIldren smde at :that! They know.very well that It. IS 
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useless to try to make' a good .appearance if -they art> not . '&hould never be quite. Iijlre; tlie job was ,done. 'But see
first properly washed'-and made clean. I am not here to ; ing it is all of grace, and there is not an infinitesimal 
exhort you to r"do your 'best", to give alms; and SQ on; element of works in. it, seehig salvation is ,!~a~ God 
but· 'to exhort you' to come before :God and pray this does for us, and not what' we do for God, then If He 
simple prayer, "Wash me.;!. That is' What. we' need, to will w~sh us we may be sure it will be well' done. 
have our sins -cleansed away. . . . ' You' boys and girls know. that you have to pass in-

In New Testament T4ngUage it means to plunge 'in the spectiQn sometimes. Did IJlotller ever tell you that? 
-fountain- filled with ,blood. -Nothing else will take ~in Did you ever hear about the· kind of washing t~at is 
.away: "Without shedding ot !blood is no remission." just a "lick and a pl'iomise"?, I expect you have. There 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus can. wash our sins away. are shadows all around. You just touched the high 
That is what this Psalm. means. J!ave you never 'been sPOts, , did' you not, w-hen you did it for yourselves? 
was.hed in the blood ?Then pray that prayer. "But I And' mother sent you !back again; saying, ~'You are only. 
thought it was a complicated thing to be saved.'" You -are naIf washed." " - . 
very much like Naaman when he went to the prophet, When we wash ourselves it is a "Hck and a promise"
sem thither ,by the king: "Behold, -r thought, He· will and mostly promise. There is not much done. The 
surely come out to me, ap.d stand, and call on th~ name Rsalmist says, "Wash me." . He prays. that God will 
of the Lord his 'God, and strike his ·hand over the place, wash him, for if 'God does, it it wUI 'be well done. 
and. recover the. leper. Are not Abana and Pharpar, You have heard that hackneyed story that is told of" 
rJvers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel?, Wesley, of' Spurgeon, of Moody, of Finney, and of a 

.• nia~ I not w~sh. in the~, ,and "be' clean'?' ·.So· h.e tu,rned' . great many more'. The. whole thi'n'g may be apocryphal! 
, and we~t away m a rage." He expe:~ed ~here ~,?u.ld be bu! it has in it a principle Which is worthwhile t:ecall .. 

sQme kmd of ceremony connected· ~Ith ~IS heah.~g,}or ing to. your minds. Some drunken man staggered up to 
he was ~,great man.,- Buto~~ of hls.se~ants saId·, ·;My . one. of these preachers, whoe!.er he )vas-Iet us say;. 
father, If the prophe't haq bId thee do some great ,th,mg, Wesley, if you lik&-and said. "Do' you ~now me. Mr. 
wouldest ~h~u. n~t have d0!1e it? how much ,~~ther·then, Wesley?;' "No," replied Mr; Wesley', "I' fear I do not." 

, when he.salth to thee, Wash, a.nd be~clean? . That was' "Bilt you converted ~e last month." "Is that.!"o?~', said, , 
. a!l he ?ad to do-and he .we~~, a~d· qlpped hl.mself. se,:en . the great preacher. "It looks like my work. If God had 
· tl·mes. m Jordan,. and behold, hIS flesh came agaIn hke . do1te it it would nave been ,better done." '. . 

unto ·the flesh o.f a little c~ild, and, he was cle!1n"-:. . , . The 'Psalmist said, "Wash me, 'and I shaH he whiter 
~ow ma~y people stumbl~, at .t~e' very slmphClt~. of.' 'than' sp.ow." • If God does it, my friends. ·it ~ill ~e· well, . 

th~, gospel. . The Lor~, our .God, .lo.ve!'!. all ~ese. bttle, done.' All the corners 'will be looked after. "Wash 'me'~, 
chIl~ren, He w~nts to s~e t.hem all. saved ... And l .. a~. s~re thoroughly from mine . iniquity, . ahd cleanse me from 
h~' dId not m~ke the way o~ salva~lon so ~lffic.uIL th~~ ,the my siri",' this' Psa-Iniist prayed. GOd never made a J'1_alf- . 
sl~pl~,st of the~ could. not Qndersta:nd It. ~~ HI~s~lt finished flower; He will never make a half-finiS'hed 
saId" Ex~ept ye be conv~~ted, an~ ~~come as httle Cl}.I~: saint. "I know", said. the wise man, ,~hat whatsoever 

· dren; re. shall not enter. mto the kmgdom of hea.ven. God doeth, it shall be for ever." 'It He undertak~s to 
That, IS exactly what thIS te~ means. ~e are SImply cleanse 'us 'from ol,lr sin, it will !be thoroug~ly done. t 

to come and .be ~ashed. .. ..... . .' But mark this: "I shall be white"-white as snow? 

h .Whalft .. aH· CTYd for.,ht~lP·tth!8pM!:dTh~.m-afn c.atn~o~ hwash He might'·have· said, that. Snow IS oiir. standard' of 
Imlje . , e oes no say, rovl e me a oun am-.w ere- h't "t t? D 'you know anythin'g' whiter -' I .., h" b t' h '''W h . 1 th ,W I eness, IS I no. 0 . 

In, - !llay was',,' . u e. says" .. as': me; app y e. than snow? I do not.. When you ~is'~ in the morning. 
cl~ansmg blood. Is" ~ere ~ n~thm~, Y01;l <;an .do,· my when it. has snowed over night, '2nd before the foot 
f~lend? . Do you: ~a,~' I ~ave trIed, and, tried, a:tho~~and' of man has soiled God's handiwork. you look out nppn. 

_~I.m~s Wlt~OUt aV~1.l1 ? ~Ill you eeas~rom.1d:-!1 your try- the earth mantled in snow, l).ow beautiful it. 1~1(~.! I 
· 11!-g , an,d breathe thl~ sl~ple prayer. NotHmg. could,. be know of -nothing whiter tliansnow: But this petitioner 

.' slmpl~r-. two words o~IY, 'Wa~h ~e-not somebod~ ~lse, had .had 'a glimpse into a realm beyond natural human' 
· but me~ ··Wash me .. Make me clean. ·1 am the smner. .. H-' r·· -"or a wor'ld' where' hl'-gh"'" 
W h " .: - ,. '. vIsIon. . ~ was prepa mg ~, '.. ". 

. as me, . . .. . . . • stand'ud's obtain, . and he said, "If God washes me I 
" Lcould not m~.~e It __ sl~pler ~han ~}:!!lt. '. ~h that we ' shall not only he. white: I' shall.be as white a~ :snow; 

may al~ of us p,ray that .pra~er thIS eve~l~g. . ." a~d not only as white as the whitest, thing on ea,rth, 
. Then you wIll remember when Jesus. 9hnst saId. If btl hall'b whiter than snow'."· . . 

· I wash thee not, thou hast no part ,wIth me", Peter use. .' - . ., 
an~wered-, "Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands . Wh~n the s~>ul IS robed I~ .. the garment of 9hl'ls.t s , 
and ,~y. head." BJlt .Tesus Christ ~aid, "IJ:e that is ~Ighteousne~ It h~s on a'whlter garmel!t than t?e.·orlg-

· .' .' . washed' needeth not save to was:h his feet. but ,is .clean . mal garln~nt of. ?nnocence. The one' ·IS nella~lve. and 
· every whi·t,",· ·He· washed: their feet because they were the. other. IS ,posltIve. A;nd when grace h'as fimshe.d the ~ 

'. ." sQi:i~d with ~"th:e jour-rley; bilt. th~Y were clean: 'and! needed work whlc~ grace 'begms,' the ·r:ede~med:· soul-:wIll. ~e 
· ': .... 'bilt- to remove the defilement, of the way .. 'W~ do not "adorned wIth, a ~ousand ex~ellencles o! ~hlclt .t~IS 

· need, .~s pelievers, t6 pray 'again: for \t~e forgiveness of' ~o.rld knows nothing: ~ ···~e ~re cdmp.let~ ·m}lm. 'whlch' 
,..sin, but·o~Iy..to conf~ss .our. ains, and' :seek absolutio~. Is .. the. ~ead. of all prmclpahty and .po~er.. Or •. as I 

'. "Wash ~e." :SQ let us; pra:y, 'everyone. . That ig the . saId to :,OU a few Sundays ~gO, we ~re a,~cented m t~e, 
cry of repentance: . . Belo.ved. Or last Thurs~ar evem.ng. Itut. nO)9" .In 

, ChrIst Jesus ye who sometImes were far, off ~re made .I. 
II. nigh. by the blood ·of Christ." We are in Christ. arid all 

And here is THE DECLARATION OF-FAITH: "I shall be· His 'exeellencies are ours. His perfections are imputed 
·whi.ter ~han snow." Why.? First. of all~ 'the P.saimist, to us. And not 'only so, bu,t· He Who is the express 
SJ1.id·, "If onl/y'God wiU wash.me it will··be we1i. ~ne." image of the F~ther's person, and ·the supremfil rev.:el~

. . If· salvatio.n . were an ~dmiitur.e ,of' gl'a.Ge ·a~d. works;·w.e tion . o.~· 'His .glor.y, prayed .. for us, as· for ,th~ disciples' 
• • 'I' ~. '0' • • • •• 
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who were His centemporaries\ in..the days of His flesh, 
"Father, I will ,that they~ also, whom thou, hast given 
me, be with rile where I tm.; that they may behold my 
glory, which thou' hast given me." Weare actually to 
behold as ina glass, the glory of the Lord; and ~re to 
be changed into the sall1e image from, glory to glory, 
even a!J by the 'Spirit Who is'Lord. What a salvation! 

:A -NEW CREATURE IN CHRIST 
A Sermon by the 'Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preached in J-arvis Street Baptist IChurch, Toronto, 
. on a Sunday N'~w Year's Evening 

(Stenogr8lPhieally Reported) , 
"Therefore if any moo-be in Christ, he is a new creation." 

. II ,Cor. 5:17. 
"Wa~h me,'and I shall be whiter than snow." Is that 

not a good prayer to end the year with 1 Do you want ' 
to "turn over a new leaf"? We had better have a new 

, nature, a new heart, a new spirit, be a new creation, 
have old things pass away, and all things become new. 
That will not only be possible, but· actual in the ex
per~nce of every one who will sincerely, in. simple 
faith, offer 1futs prayer this evening: for, mark you, 
"Whosoever shall call upop the name of the- Lord shall 

ON THE fourth, day of ·the creation' G<>d.'said,~ "Let 
there ,be light in the firmament of the heaven to 

divide the day from the night; and let them be for '" 
signs, and: for seasons, and for days, and years." It is 
wel'l that time has thus been measured for us,' to ma:ke 
it possible for us to number our days that we may 'apply 

be saved." _ 
I shall ask you here in this building, and those who 

hear by radio, ·In a moment to bow with me,' We need 
not wait until the midnight hour. It is already the 

'new year in some parts of the world. We began our 
broadcast one minute past seven in order that the 
hearers who use this station might hear Big Ben in 
Old'London chime the midnight hour, and, ring the old, 
year out' and the new year in. We began this service, 
by London time, one minute past the new year. We 
need not wait,- I say, for that hour here. Let this mo-

, ment be the beginning of our new year. Let this be 
our watch-night service, our watch-ni'ght hour. Let us 
all pray: here, in the homes yonder, the frienq yonder 
in that prison who wrote to, me, other prisoners who 
hear, hundreds in institutions-:-you can all remember 
that prayer, "Wash me, and I shall be Whiter than 
snow." 

Let us all bow together as we pray: 
o Lord our God, we ·thank Thee that the price has been 

paid, that there is a fountain filled with blood drawn from 
'Infinanuel's veins, where sinners, plunged beneath t.hat flood, 
lose all their guilty stains. This is our prayer at the close' 

.' of the year. W'ash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
And as this prayer 'ascends to Heaven from hundreds, may
hap sincerely at this moment, from thoJIlSands, of hearts, 
calling upon Thee, 0 God; to wash us and make us w:hiter 
than ,snow, may the Spirit of God help us to rest in Thy 
promise that whosoever shall call upon. the name of the Lord 
. shall be saved. If ,we know our own hearts, we call UDon 
Thee. We do not ask 'for many things, but for one thing, 
and one thing only: wash us. and we shall be whiter than 
snow. Help us to praise Thee for answered prayer, for 
Thy name's sake, Amen. 

our 'hearts unto wisdom. The most incorrigibre soul in 
the world is the man who denies his corrigibility, either 
because, he recognizes no need of improvement, or be
cause he believes correction impossible. 

There are, however, f.ew incorrigibles of the first class. 
There are few men or women wl10 do not. fear, amid the 
shadows 'of each evening, some spirit of 1fueir better 
selves, the ghost of some opportunity for betterment, 
which they, that day have' ,slain. And: when the dying 
days have been multiplied, and: 'a year has passed, even 
the best and brightest day, so' full of sunshine and of 
gladness,- and Qf all the mus~c of life, even that 'is shad
owed with the memory of some 'spoile,d pi~ture, a flower -
in the path thoughtlessly crushea, n fluttering bird left 
unministered, to, a little child uncomforted, a praisefJlI 
word unspoken, a psalm of gratitude unsung! 'As for,' 
the other days, the weeds we 'left to grow have covered. 
up the few flowers we planted, and but for, God's sun 
which touches even the wilderness with his glory in the 
daytime, andi His moon whi~ shrouds it in His silver 
peace at night, our past would be dreary and_desolate 
indeed. 

Shall I be wrong if I assume that there is not a man 
or I woman here this"evening, or one who hears me' ove), 
the air, who can r~gard the past with perfect satisfac
tion 1 Shall I be wrong if I assqme, further, that,there 

,is not one, whether 'Christian or otherwise, who would 
not hope, if hope be yossible, to' rise to a better. a truer, 
a nobler, a holier, life 1, , 

I will not mock your or my own awareness of frequent' 
failure, or our common consciousness of warfare with 
superior powers of evil, by ent,reathig you to "trY again". 

,Nor would I rO'b you of that word "again" as a branch 
AFFLICTION, A HELP'TO PIETY that may sweetEm the Marah spring of conscious apparent 

I have seen a little plant beneath an oak tree sheltered defeat. Indeed,.I think I could preach for a. month or, 
fro~ the storr,n, and, wind, and rain. and it felt pleased more, to my own ~rofit and pleasure at least, on that one 
and happy to be so screened; but I have seen the woodman word, "again", as: used in the Bible. Do you doubt it 1 
come with his axe and feU the oak, and the little plant Listen: "The 'Lordi said in his heart, I will. not again 
has trembled with fear because its protection wag re- _ curse the ground for man's sake"; "in the fourth genera
moved·. "Alas! for me", it said, "the hot sun will scorch tion they shall come again, for the iniquity. of t.n,e Amor
m~, the' driving rain will M-own me, and the fierce, wind ites, is not yet full"; "The Egyptians' whom ye have se~n 
will tear me up by the roots." But instead of these d,read- .... to-day, ye shall see them again no more' for ever"; "If a 
ful results, the shelter being removed, the plant has man die, shaH, he live again?" "Wilt thou not revive us 
breathed freer air, drank more of 'the dews of heaven, again?" "The Lo'rdshall choose Jerusalem again"; 
received more ,of the light of the sun, andl it has sprung "Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirs~ again";: ' 
up and ,borne flowerS which else had never bloomed, and '~'He hath ,begotten, us again to a lively hope"; "Thy 
seeds that never, else had: sown themselves in the soil. brother shall rise again"; "The God of peace w~o brought 
B,e glad ,whim G<>d' thus visits thee, 'when he takes away again from the dead, our Lord Jesus"; "The Lord! called 
these' overshadowing but dwarfing comforts, to make -Samuel again"; ·'Ye must be born again";, "I will come 
thee have a clear way 'between -thee and heaven; so that again.", Everyone of these passages, with many others, 
heav~nlygifts might come more plentifully to thee. suggest the" discovery again and again of human limita-

-;' ......;.0. H. SPURGEON tion, of weakness, of d'efeat, on the one hand, and on the 
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other of the ever-recurring promise of the grace which Supper, when we parta;ke of them as we shall this eve~-
"doth much more li!bound". . ~ . in-g, show forth the Lord's death, and ou·r dependence' 

Thus on this 'first Sunday of a New Year-one of the upon Him. ' But we may profess to do this in remem-
" !'Ieventy I;lllotted as our natural span of life-I come not· brance of Him, and yet not be in Him. , 

to 'encourage you to try again, but by the 'grace of Him Nor does our salvation consist in faith. Someortesays, 
Who' hath ,power' to make all things new, to be born "If only I had more faith I should be saved." And so 
again, to live again, to be created' again, to be .lilee God you, make a god of ,faith. Faith, is perhaps most' real 
again. _ That is the only' New Year's' message which will when it does not appear to be faith at all, when we are 
have any valu,e when the judgment seat is set and: time . conscious only of ,this, that our help is in' IChrist Him-

'shall be no m!>re.,· self." 
So then let us look to that new life, that new love. that _' Another says, "I am 'a gre.at' b~liever in ~rayer.~' I 

new like~ess, all ,of which lie in that one word so preg- I ~onfess I am not. 'I do not beh~,:e. m prayer at all! That 
nant with hope for beaten men and women, the promise IS a. st.range statem~nt, but ~:t express~s my pt;ofound . 
of what 'God·will do again . conVIctIon. Perhaps If you beheved less m Y0.!lr prayers, 

- . . you would believe more in Jesus Christ. 
I. What is prayer?' Is there any' merit in prayer? Of 

course, it is well to .pray. Do you see my meaning? 
Consider, then, IN WHAT SALVATION CONSISTS. I do Cease to estimate 1fueexcellency of your prayers, an"d 

not use the word "salvation" in' the narrow sense of im- ·rather estimate the grace of Him to Whom YOU pray. 
'munity from punishment. We aU ,need that salvation. The, amazing thing is that God should ever h~ar our 
But· we all need, too, a fuller salvation than that. Have prayers. You have heard of the ma,n of whom it is said 
you done 'anything for the blind, man when you tell him that he delivered the most eloquent prayer that was ever 
that someone will see to it that he is not allowed to fall delivered to 'a Boston audience! There are prayeI."s that 
over the precipice on ,8,ccount of h,is blindness? Is that are'delivered in the hearing of men-and for the hearing 
salvation, to deliver from death, but 'to 'leave him in of men. " ,'" , , ' 
darkness?' Have you saved the ].eper When you have Do not bother yourself as to the strength or weakness. 
given him a remedy which prolongs life, but which does . of your faith: think rather of the worthiness of Him 
not touch hi~ leprosy? , f Whom. you believe. I beseech yon to 'look behind all 

We are in danger-'of thinking of the gospel -as of a secondary or meditative 'matters to the person and power 
system of communications; as if,,...in the moral sense,\.a of the living Christ. Salv~tion consists in Him. Re
man should be saved from' the gallows, 'to. be left.in member therefor~ that the' things I have mentioned, 
prison; or saved from his sin's penalty, to be left in the church, the Bible, the doctrines of grace, the ,ordin
itS power. .J trust we are inspired' by a larger and richer , ances, prayer, faith itself-that these: are but· agents 

.hope than that this evening. We desire a salvation that to mediate the g~ace of Christ 1;0 those who are in Him. 
shall redeem us from aU that.is unworthy of a sQul de- They are valuable only 'as they lead us past Iill secondary 
signed to ·bear the image pf God. matters into the presence and to the person of a living 

In what does that sa:lvation consist? There is but one Christ: .. 
answer: it consists "in Christ". In what sense,' therefore. does ,salvation consist "in 

Let it be understood then that salvati6n consists in the Christ"? It is. only "in Christ" that 'we can be har
person of Christ. Satan has many ways of blinding the moniously related to God and to His law. We may not 

, minds of them that believe riot. One way is to m,ake use -know how things have ,come to be as they are. The 
, of the very things which are designed to lead us to- origin of certain matters maybe. shrouded in mystery. 
'Christ, to obstruct o~r view: of Him and of His cross. 'We may not always be able to get back to the beginning' 
The brazen serpent was designed to flerve only as a means of things, but even if we do not know why thingos' are ' 
of grace, There was no . healing power in that piece of , as they are, we ought at least to h'ave spiritual disc,ern
brass. It was inten!Ied only as a test of their faith and ment enough to know that we must somehow.become ad-
obedience. Yet the people were led to regard tpat piece jus,ted to the facts of life.' " --
of brass as their saviour, and hence that Which was de- I said a moment ago that I shall not make light of' 
sign~d to save them, became their snare. It'is so, still. theOlogy. It has its place. However men ma'y !lneer 
It is the tempter's' favourite device. The Church, the at'theology, and ,at the Bible, however they may try to 
Bible, the doctrines of the gospel, the ordinances of the account for human life as now we know it, I venture 
gospel, the very elements employed, the water of baptism. ,the assertion that we 'cannot explain the history of the 
the bread of the :Supper~there)s not one of these which race apart from the' principle of the fifth chapb:~r of 
has not been used to stop the soul sho,rt of co~plete re- Romans; and apart from that chapter I know nowhere 
liance upon the ,person, of Ohrist. where that principle is revealed: '''By one man sin en-

I remind you .therefore that salvation does not consist tered, into the wo,rld, and death by sin; and so death 
in the church, but "in 'Christ": nor in the Bible, but in pass'ed upon all men, for that all have sinned." Whether 
the 'Christ of Whom the Bible tells. Nei1fuer is it in the 'you 'accept that or not, let me go with you 'as far as you 
doctrines of the gospel. 'J'heyare designed: to teach us can go, or, start with you~where we may find a place of " 
Who Christ is, what He has don,e- for us, 'why we need common meeting., . . ' 
Him, and how we may, have Him. But we may have One of the facts of life is that sin is here. I care not 
all this knowledge a'nd miss 'Christ: So also of the, what you call it. I prefer to use the biblical term, but 
ordinances. Baptism is intended to signify our union if you call it 'by another name, it make~ no difference to 
with· Christ. It is the divinely 'appointed way for us to the moral quality of the thing itself, this moral eccen
confess'our identification with Him. But we may. in a ' tricity, this spiritual aberration, this out-of-centredness, 
figure, be ",buried with Christ"; and, yet not actually be- which is characteristic ot every 'human life. which leads .... 
in Him. Th\ elements .of t~e memorial feast of the us to 'rub against the law of God, and ,fill life with con-
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flict 'and frietion~the Bible calls it sin., ,Call it what ing ISpirit, so that '-'as in ,Adam 'a:ll die, even so in ,Christ 
you~'wil1; it, is·;here. . '- ,shall all be 'made alive". To be saved, is to be tn Chri8t 

And ,wherever sin' goes, "i'eath ·follows. You 'cannot ,~aved through-;His precious, ~lood. ,,' 
, escape it. You may shut 'your Bible and refuse to be- ~ome man down there saYs, "But 'you haye not' a,n-, 
lieve·it· if you will, but the facts~of life' are the same,. swered my.,'question, what does 'it mean to 'be in Christ?" 
If you cannot ~e in the' true senSe 'a scientist, you may I could multiply :agures. It is to be as ,thesoldi:er in the' 
at leas.t be a practical empiricist. A true scientis,t is riot' fort,ress,' s'ecure from 'attack. It is to .like ·Noah~ in the .... , 

, only a man who knows the faclsof the case" hut he knows -time Of'storm, safe sheltered in the ark; 'bec~use'God had 
'the ,philosophy' of t;he facts, why the facts have come to· ,shut him in. It is'to be· like the 'pI:odigal, 'when ne 'hi's 
be. ,He kriows '~omething: of, the _operation of the laws of come home and M'S -been freely forgiven,· and he ,finds him-
being, whi~h lie 'behind the ~acts'; and is able to, ,'tell you , self.'in his, father's house', 'sharer 'of" its: fuiness. He is :~n_ \ 
somethirig of the why, 'al!d ~her~fore and how of things. his father's house. It is like the patient who is in .the 

)Jy: that standard tliere' are very '~ew scientists, I admit.- physician's care. Someone 'else is thinking for us:' Soine- " 
But the empiricist is the man who knows the' facts, but, one else planning for us. . '( 
cannot, tell you why. The 'scientist is the youn'g lady There fs another relationshIp: it is ,the husband imd' , , 
who has taken a course in domestic science. She knows ' the wife. "The husband is" the head of the wife, even, as 
how to make biscuits; she knows .-all 'alb out the vitamins Christ is the h~d of the chufl.'!h." But 'all these ngures ' 
and calories-and so wearies you with her. technicaiities - ,fall'short rof the reality, for we 'are said to ne "members' . 

,that you do not .want to eat them. Her mother' knows· of his body:,. of Ihis flesh, and of his bone~"., We are~ in ' 
'how to make b:isc,liits too;' bul she does -not know, 'the p.ow-- -Christ'as ,every member"is'in the 'body. We are inMpar- : 

-of the how! She .does 'not InlOW by the operation of able from Ohrist .. You' cannot think of.a',mutilated Christ. 
what laws she 'is regulated in their making, but mother, 'You cannot conceive_ of a" paralyzed Christ. "A bone ,of_ 
know'S/how 1:9-'~ina:~ biscuits just the same-and', the, him shall not be broken." ~ .whole Qody, 'a symbbI. and 

, family ,know how to eat them fili:rly '\V~ll. ' , , , type, 'and: prophecy of the bo'dy of His elect, was laid in 
So in life. In a thousagd ways :we adljustourselvE's ,to \ the, gra~e; and' He rose again having all His members 

facts as they are which we cannot' explain. " ' with Pim. ' . ' " " ' 
Why should' w~ not have ,equal, common sense in re- " '1;'hat is the meaning of tl;te' ordinance youwitnesselL 

lation'to the great matters 'Of the soul? Though we may this evening. Being bJlried with Ohris't, :going down 
, I,lot' uncover ,all the 'history 'of the past, we' kn,?w that sin intol~eath ~i-th ~i~we emerge into,n~ess of}ife" We 

is here;' that d'eath is he,re; that that thing which de- ,are m ~!ll'lst". "::' ; , '_ 
'stroys'human'life is here, and which. before it, destroys : ~That, mea,n,s that we have an eve~-present Counsellor. 
men, ;fills them with' dissatisfaction, discontent. and dis-· How instantaneously does the head direct 'the' hand i It 
tress :of"every kind-. , We .know all these th'fngs, and when 'me~s ,to hav~ with' us ano~her Will than our own;- it' 
we turn to 'thi's holy Book we find in the fifth chapter of ' meariS that the very ,life of, God is in us. How much· 
Romans a 'key. You may: not"lmow where it is made. nor large~, co~ception of'saivation that is than that which ,. 
all about t.~p. wards of the'lock. but if you 'take that fifth prevaIls to-day-:-a~ though, tl:!.e tac:Icing up to the wall of " 
cbapter ~f Romans to unlock the history 'of the past, you a s~t ?f rules, and. striving after them, makes a man a 
will find it fits into the fact's of life as they 'are as your' 'Chnstmn. Somethmg vastly mor:e than that iii involved 
key will-'fit ,into"your 'lock ~hen' you go home 'to-night." iti ~alvati.on.. It',mean's to be-.inseparately, indissolu'bly, 
'And, you, will say, u~ow I uiJ.der'~tand. , Bt'one man sin one 'with 'Him' ~o is one 'With t~e F'ather. "" 
entered~ irito the world,. imd death by-, sin ; and so 'death ~lln Christ;'~ Pilulsays it is a mystery, 'speaking of the 
passed 'uppn all ~en, for 'that all 'l1l!:ve s~nned'." marr~a~e relation: "This is a: gr:ea~,l;pystery': but I speak 
.:. Tl].en You read' ori. and find that '''if, by one man's offence' co~ce~ing ,Christ an,d the ,cl1iIrch.'~- ,It is a ~~yst~ry ,how, 
death reigned by one; much more they ~hich receive poor sm~ul ,m~n ,can .be s<?.'.cleansed of theIr sm, and , 
abundanGe of grace and of the gift of I:ighte:oush~ss,sh-all "bro~gh~ mto vlta,I,~D-lon wI~h ~o~" that ~hey c!l~' ,b_e in " 

, reign in .life 'by one Jesus Christ. Therefore as. by the Chr:t8t In t,he sa1!le s,ep.se as 'Chnst IS one WIth the Fa,ther. . 
" offence ,of onejtidg~ent came 'upon'tin men -to condemna- ' ~'ave' ~ou ,that :ki~d' of sa~vati9n 'for, this new 'year? 
:tiori; ev~n' Boby 'the ri'ghteousness qf' one, th~ free gift ' Are you ft.n Chri8t'/. That is my questiori., " ,,','-
:came upon all "men· u.nta justification of life. For as by" "" .' '. . 
one~man's ,disobedience, many were ,made sinners~ so by U. ,'. ,.' .-
the o'be'dience o~ one ,shaIi mat}y he made righteous.",,: How is' 'SUCH RELATIONS nIP --TO "CHRIST EFFECTED? 
. If you have 'ariy sense ~f 'fairness or of justice you will, "If any man be'in' Ohrist, he isa new~ creation'-" -, 
see that the principle there enunciated is wODlj:erlulIy--, 'Tha~ eX,clude[J all-8elf-ef.fort. , The very id'ea, of crJation 
just. It shows me that I may appropriate the guilt of the· PQstulates ,God.: , No, one but God can create. ' All our 
firl'l,t Adam, 'or tak~ to' my'sel! :snd, ,r:evel in the enjoyment, : efforts: at: 'sel(-impr~vement~re vain. ,To ,be in Christ 
of the :grace of the'Second. To be ,saved, I tell you; is "means that we have, ceased ,from_ aur Q,wn works" and' 
to, be in Chri8t. ,,"He hath made hilA to be ~,ip: for ~s, who 'p.~ve entez:ed iI!to, the re~t wh~ch remai~eth, ~or th~, people, 
knew nb sino; that wetmightbe made, the, ri~'hte~usness ':' !?,f 'qed'- It 'exCludes all !bo~stin,g. X think it is 11:, filiI' 
of -God in 'him." I cannot explain it. 'Sub&tittition is test as' to whether a man is really in Christ or ,not, , For 
the best word/l kno-W:::"F.or -Christ alSo hatli once suffere~ myself, I cann~t endur~. the "kind Q! testimony 'which ''is 

-"for sins the just for, tneuJ}jus't, that he might bring ,us, a~ perpetual magnifyin'g of self, the telling' of what I,'I" 
to ,{jod." "He gave 'His life "a ransom, 'in,stead' of man"; have done,-'and what some' other man 'has done; 

" He died In our" room and,ste~d';' alI' our iniq~ities were, " 'That young lad.y whose friel1d-s s'ay she, is very. beauti-" 
laid upon 'him;. His 'blood atones' 'for the soul. But ful, if sh,e is 'really. beautiful of soul, will belhe huniblest 

, when we have said all that" w~have not explained it. -' ' person in the world. ' If her beauty i~ real and: God'-'given. 

~ ".-

" Bui there, is th.e p~ecious fact :that Christ has come to ' -she has n~thing~ t~ b~:)lis:t ofi; but milch: to' be thankfui 
be the ;E!ead:'of" a new,:r:ace; the second Adajn" .. a'quiC'ken- fori ,Of c9ttrs,e 1:( It IS, a})e~llty that, is e~ternal, that.J.s _.. , .. " ... '. ~" 

-...:. "" • 4 ~ • '. . ~ , ..... ' ., ", ;'- .' 
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'put on, if there is anything to be proud of;. you are wel- ,Have you written any resolutions this year?' Havesou 
come to it! But if it is a beauty that is more than slkin put into them the~e words, "I will"! "I will"! "I will"! 
deep, a heauty of the soul, then the very fact that 'it You did it last year. A brother said to me at our watch-

,com.es from 'God shpuld foz:ever exclude boastinlf. If the night service in the early hours of the morning, "fastor, 
beauty of the ~rd our 'God be uPon us, if .He 'has changed I wish you a happy New Year-but I ·said the sameAhing 

· our ugliness into, soyp.e measure of resemblance 'to the last year, and see what sorrow came to you." Quite so. 
perfect' image of J.esus 'Christ, if there be but one line We wis'h each other happinf;lss, and resolve that we will 
of godliness.in us, one suggestion of resemblance to Him do so-and-so; ,but read that- seventeenth chapter of John. 
Wl!o . is altogether lovelY, then that oug'ht 'to lead us Rea~ what our Lord s'aidi: '~Father, I will that they also, 
humbly to.praise God forevermore'. whom .thou 'hast given me, be with me where I am;. that 
. - "Where is 7boasting then 11 Ii is excluded. By. what they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me." 
law? of works? Nay: but by the law or faith"-"'We are Read through the chapter, and see how Jesus Christ lays 
his workmanship, .created in Chris't Jesus· unto good the emphasis up~m the wi'll of God. 
works, which' 'God 'hath before ordained that we should· 'It is 'by that will of His-not by ours-that we 'are 
walk in them." If you are a Christian, you have nothing sanctified and made meet for the Master's use: '''By tne 
to praise your minister-for. You. may be' grateful if wp.ich will we are s'anctified through the offering' of the 
God 'has been pleased to use him as His humble ·instrur hody of Jesus 'Christ once for all." Just as God in the 
ment, but you have no thanks to giv.e to him. You may 'be beginning created so will' He create a new life· in you by 
thankful for '8 Christian fellowship, but'I wish some the sa,me. power; for "if a,ny ~,aq be in ·Christ, he is a 
people would' not' talk' so much about the Group-the new creation." 
Group-:-the 'Group-:-the Group. Salvation ~s'never found I't means that you become the subject of the o'peration 
iIi any group: it is in Olirist. And if it is 'all of 'Ohrist, of the Holy Ghost.. The Spirit of God brooded upon the· 
then let Him have the glory; and be done with your water when the earth was without fomi and void, and 
boasting forevermore. '. ' <larkness covered the f'ace of the deep.. Take the first. 
, Di8peace 'and de8pair ,are:"~quallY excluded. If salva- chapter o~ Genesis and say, "This is 'Chapter One in my 
tion consists in a new creation' there is hope for every spiritual biography. I will take this chapter and 'bring it 
one of' us. .Some 'man may &ay, "You uttered a very up-to-date. Here I 'ain vvithou.t form and void. Life is 
discouraging word, just, now. You 'said salvation .was chaotic, full of darkness, without order or ibeauty, w.ithout 

'not in the church,-'and I hadi begun to hope.I had-made life or light or fruitfulness." Yet see what-God did when 
my~elf worthy of, membership in 'a church, and had He created the worlds from naught.' What He did then, 

, some chance of getting to heaven. - :aut you say that He will .do again .. The Spirit of. God will brood' upon 
something more is necessary."· ,C~rtainly .. You must. these darkened natures of ours,. and make 'u~ .to be new 
become a m'ember of t}1e body of ,Christ. You must be- creatur~s in IChrist ~ esus. - " . 

· cQme vi:tally and inseparably united to Him if you would The instrumentality Used i!l ever theso:me. In the story 
be a 'Christian. of creation you will find this saying again and again. 

Yoq. s'ay; "But I am so utte;ly unworthy such a poor' "'And God said"! "And 'God'said",! "And 'God said"! 
· human wreck, such a aerelict, that I haVe r:o hope that I "~nd G~d said, Let there be light: and there was light.'~ 
could ever be ~oz:thY to"~artake of the life and f~lowship "Go~ s,~id~and it was so"! ::And i~ was ~o"!. :'And it " 
of Jesus ,Chnst." I am glad that· you have so.-argued . was so ! D~ y~)U know what Amen means?, It meanB.t. 
for t'hat which seems to us to be despair may really b~ "So let it be." It is the acquiesence of the soul in tne . 
hope in a ~ance, hope with her eyes shut, the beginnings' dec~ee of the Infinite. 90d, sa,id, 'and' my soul resp<}n4ed, . 
of f~ith; for the'~beginnirigs cf faith' 'are alway's to be . Amen. 
found in acoilsciousness of utter human impotence. and God says, "Thy sins whic'h were many are all forgiven"", 
absolu.te moral and!. spiritual destitution. It is' only· and my,soul criesou-t with a loud, "Amen; so-let it be.", 
when we- can say, ". . And it is so! My sins are r~lled 'away,~and 'the light, 

from Heaven that_never was upon sea or"land-breaks 
"Nothing in my hands I.bring, upon this benighted ~ul, and I am m~de a pew creatiIre '~ 

Simply ~o 3.'hy crOISS I cling''.. in .Christ Jesus. Every promise, of God"is an 'emanation,. 
that we. ·entE:ir into salvation. We must ,be made new, a r~dia~ion, of the light, a'nd Ufe, and, poWer,· of .Jesus' Q 

cl:ea'tures. . ChrIst.' 
Everything i,s 'based upon the infini~ly meritorious The scientists in Atlantic 'City haye been. talking about 

atonement of. our Lord Jesus Christ. It is another- sub- cosmic rays, and discussing the question as to whether 
ject, ,and if I. live" long enough--:-how srrall I put it? and crea'tion is a continuous process, and whether other 
come to know enough-I~ should like, to endeavour to 'worlds are still now in process of formation. I do not. 
show you tha~ the vicarious principle, the principle of kno~. lam not a scientist. It is beyond me. But I 
expiation, of su'bstitution,70 f aitonement; is' wrought into know that·the same power that:resided in 1\he holy Fiat 
the ve:ry~ fabric of the universe'; and :that 'the work of.,'. in, th.e be-gi:nning when He said, "Let.tl),ere. be light" .. "~et 
our crucified ,Lord- was 'anticipated before the worlds the earth bring forth", "Let us 'make mail' in our' image; . 

'. were made': "In 'hope of !:lternal'life, Which God, that . after our likeness", 'and it was' so-all the might of Deity 
cannot lie,. promis'ed befor~ the world began." 'that breathed itself forth;' uttered 'itself in the word of 

A new creation were ·not possible apart' from the God; all there is of ,God· has sP9ken to a sinful world in 
cleansing blood of the Lorn, J eaus Christ. 'This new the Person of Him Who was the Word made, fles'h. To 
creation includes the operation of the ufiU Of the Fathe1'. 'respond, to acquiesce, in the divine programme, simply 
I Jove to read the seventeenth <::.hapter of John, our Lord·'s. to say, "So let it be, Lord; make me a new creaturQt.in 
high priestly prayer on the other side of the cross, as Christ Jesus· to-night", ensures your salvation. If you 
He was about -to take His own blood a:nd enter through do so, the miracle shall be wrought, and you shall be 

· -the veil of .:fIis.own fles'h into the presence of God for us. saved .wIth 'an, ev~rlasting .salvation· ... ·' 
~ " 
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. It comes to this, then, does ft not, that salvation ·js the 
work of the Father, the :Son, and the Holy Ghost speaking 
through .His word.. In other words, it is the 'Work of 
God.. Trust Him as He bas revealed Himself in Chdst, . 
a:nd. you shall be· saved for ever. , . 

Let us pray: 
We bless Thee: 0 Lord, fo'; the possIbility of a new life, 

of. a new light, of 'a new love, of a new power, of a new 
world that is to be, and by' and by of a new heaven and a 
'new earth wherein dwelleth~righteousness. We thank Thee 
for Thy promise ringing down through the centuries, Behold! 
I make all things new. Never were. we so weary of the old, 
o ·Lord. Never did it' a'Ppear mQre clearly to human view 

. that we ,have failed, mi,serably failed, apart from God. We 
cOJ'!'le to Thee, 0 Lord. We have no one else to whom we 
may go. Receive us to-night. . 

Many have heard by radIo. 'May the prayer of the 'publican . 
rise from many hearts this New Year's evening. ,S'ave us 
from wasting another year. Help us to receive Christ, and 
to 'become new crea~ures, for His name's sake, Amen. 

THE KEl\.RY BOY AND THE LOST 
SHEEP , 

For' Boys and Girls 

ONE evening "at the close of' a cold February day in 
Kerry, there was a knock at the door. A poor man 

wis'hed. to see me. I had never"seen him before" and he 
introduced h'imself by asking pardon for coming at such 
a late hour, ,but he had one son, 'and' he feared the boy 
was dying.· '. \ 

"I just laid it on my s'houlders and carried-it home." 
"A~d were they not .!lll rejoiced to see you?" , 
",Sure enough, and that they were-fath{r, mother the 

nei'gh'bours and~l.".· '. . . '. 
Wonderful! I tliought. Here is the whole Gospel story. 

The 'sheep is lost. The father sends his son to seek. The 
son goes, seeks, suffers, finds, lays the lost sheep on his 
shoulderS, brings' it home, l'l-nd rejoices over it with 
friends and neighbours. . 

I openep my'BiQle and read to the. dying lad foqr 
verses in the fifteenth chapter of Luke. He at once saw 
the lik~ness, an~ follow~d me with deep' interest, while 
I explamed to hIm the meaning of the parable. 

The Lbrd graciously opened his heart to receive ·the 
things spqken; he understood, he believed~ and he accepted 
Christ as his Saviour. I never saw a clearer proof of the 
power of the divin.e Spirit to apply the I Word of God; 

He lived but a few days, 'and died peacefully, with the 
words. "Jesus, my Saviour and my Shepherd" on his lips .. · 

"For the Son of Man is come to seek 'and to save that 
which was lost'" (Luke 19: 10)~ '-. 

(From "A Message from God".) 

-
AMONG THE CHURCHES , .. 

By' Rev. H. C. Slade 

i rose immediately and: followed him. The caDin 'was 
, perched on the mountainside, and so isolated that I could' 

scarcely feel surprised: at not having discovered it before .. 

AnniVersary Service/! at Niagara Falls 

TRINITY ·Baptist Chur·ch, Niagara . FaiIs, recently oh
sl;!rved its twentieth ann'iversary. Rev. John Byers, 

Pastor of Victoria Avenue Baptist Church·, Hamilton, 
was the special speaker at both the Sunday services. 
The heart-stirring .messageS delivered by Mr. Byers were 
a means of great blessing and· encouragement to both 
the pastor and people. 'Since Rev. George Stephens be

. came the pastor of the church at Niagara about the 
mid!ile of Se,ptem'ber, the congregations at 'alI services 
have increased and attendance at Sunday School has 

We entered the miserable hovel. An old, woman rose as 
I entered, and with the natural courtesY' of the Irish poor, 

. offered: me a 'low chair. In one ,corner of the hut, on a 
heap of straw,·. lay the boy: .. H~ was ab0-tIt seventeen' 
years of age, 'and in the last 'stages of consumption. , 
.. I toM him as quietly as possible why I had come, and 

. put ,a few questions to him as to 'his hope of salvation, 
and the eternal, world to which it was evid'en't he was fast 
hastening. He appeared totBilly unconscious of my mean
ing, but I discovered from a few words he uttered,that 
'he h'adl heard something about God and future judg!Dent, 
out he hail, never 'been taught to read. ' 
, . Tl).e Holy Scripture was a sealedi' book, and' ,he was al

. together ignorant of the way of salvation. I was s-truck' 
~ith dismay and 'almost with despair. Here was a soul 

., ,on the verge of eternity, and in utter darkness. What 
was I to do? I raised my heart to God for guidance ana 
instruction to put the way of s'alvation clearly before him, 
ap,~y:~~ ~esa~~d'.'MY poor b~y, ~ fear you are very ill." 

"Have you h'ad. this cough long?" 
"A 10ng .. time-nearlY a year." , 
"How did. you catch it? A Kerry boy should be used to 

cold air." ' 
"Ah," 'h~' answered" "so I was tiH that terribly cold 

night a ye~r ago when one of the sheep went astray, and 
my father sent me to 'S'earch for it. The snow lay thick 
upon the ground, and the cold wind pierced me through 
and through; but I didn't mind it-much, as I was anxious 
to find my father's sheep." _ . . .' " . ' 

'M.nd did you find it ?" I asked with increasing 
interest. 

.... 

"Oh yes, I never stopped till I did." 
'''And how did'you get it home?" 

\ 

,greatly improved. 

Jamaica 
Due to the influence of la,bour unions of the Red va

riety, which at present dominate a large percentage of 
the laboring class on the island'of Jamaica, missionary 
work is ,becoming increasin'gly difficult. Many of thl'! 
people, who only a few years ago were kind'ly disposed 
toward the church and the preach~ng of 'God's Word, 
are now anti-church and very outspoken in their opposi
tion to the ministers of the, gospel. 'Modernism has' 
done its deadly work here also as it has in other places. 
In spite of these conditions, however, Rev .. John Knight 
writes to tell us that he still sees the gospel doing its 
mighty work in the salvation' of souls. At a recent 
Suilday momi~g service at on,e, of his charges. a man 
of forty-five and a girl of seventeen. were soundly con-

I verted.' The dry' 'season-is, now on when they are almost..
certain of good weather.' In order to take full advantage 
of this opportunity, ~pecial services are being conducted 
and as many Qpen air me'e'tings as possible are held 
regularly on the various 'fields., Our readers will rejoice 
10 learn that· Rev. and Mrs. John Knight plan to be in 
Canada on furlough next summer and, while here,' they 
will visit ·the churcbes of the Conservative Baptist As
sociation in the interests of their work in Jamaica. 
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THE -G.REAT CONTENTION 
Chapter Seven in the History of the Battle for the Bible Among Baptists 

- of Ontario and· Quebec . 
o 

By Dr', T, T, Shields , 
CONTRIBUTORY SKIRMISHES . 

I HA YE explained f;hat my letter to Chancellor Mc
~ ,Crimmon, while it was an expression of my own con

cern respecting the character of the University's teach
ing, and its effect upon the' rising generation of preach
.ers, 'and through them upon the Denomination. was also 
the result of appeals made to me by Miss Anna Murray, 
a -forei'gn missionary on furlough, and Rev. Professor 
E. M. Keirstead, of McMaster University. 

I have no .means of 'knowing whether 'M-iss Murray 
and D~. Keirs'tead were known to each other, but .1 do 

\, know that they had h'ad no communication with each other 
in relation to ·their respective appeals to' me. Indeed, 
it seemed to me that, independently of each other, they 

. had come as God's messengers. But they were not the 
only ones whose spirits had been divinely stirred, respect
ing th-is matter. There was indeed a very general 
anxiety felt throughout the Denomination ,by all lovers 
of the Word of -God. 

-My letter to Chancellor McCrimmon was dated May 
3rd, 1919. In The Canadian Baptist" of June 26th, 1919, 
in a report of the Whitby-Lindsay Association, which 
had- met at Whitby, June .... loth- and 11th, the folie wing 
re~olution" as having bee~ passed at the Association, 
was included: 

"That this kathering representative of the Whitby' and 
Lindsay Association of Ba.ptist Churches, -reaffirm its adher~ 
ence to the historic Baptist view with reference to the in
spiration, inerrancy, and supremacy of the"Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments, and express itself as being un
altera:bly opposed to the ordaining of any man to the Ba'Ptist 
ministry who cannot unequivocally and unreservedly ;sub
scribe to that position; and that we request the Clerk of the 
Associ:ttion to include this resolution in his report to The 
Canadia,!/- Baptist:" . 

I do not recall haVing read the resolution at the time. 
It appeared when week by week .the· reports of the meet
ings of . ...the Associations were b~ing published, and most 

, of them reported but routine .Ibusin,ess, and did not 
challenge special attention. . 

In the issue Qf The Canadian Baptist of july 10th, 
1919, there' appeared a letter over the signature of Rev. 
Edgar Watson, of Fenelon Falls, entitled, "Reactionary, 
Artbitrary, Superfluous". It was by. reading this letter 
I learned of'the resolution, and that it had been framed 
by my brother, Rev. E. E. Shields, of Oshawa, Onto 
The gi·st of Mr. Watson's letter is summed up in the 
fonowing excerpt:' .' . 

"The resolution itself, however, is reactionary, arbitrary, 
and superfluous. It repeats the old, old error of assuming 
that you can coIrtrol credal statements or beliefs by resolu-

, tions, canon law, or other legislation, and fails to recognize 
that the strength of the Baptist position is in its untiam- . 
melled freedom of thought in such matters and not in any 
such repressive measures. Tpe Baptist position is strong· 
because of its proximity to th~ f~uth in such matters, achieved 
,by freedom of research and never by al"bitrary doctrinal 
statements. The 'historic Baptist view' referred to in this 
res'olution is made up lar~ely of' negative virtues, reuudiating 
any such resolution as thls one.-and demand'ing perfect free:' 
dom of conscience, and I am satisfied that !by far the larger 
majority of Baptists would demand this to-day." 

The Canadiotn BOIptist, -in its issue of July 24th, con
tained.' two letters occupying together a~out a .full page 
and. a half of the paper, one from Rev. A. P. Wilson, of 
Stouffville, and the other from Rev; E. E. Shields, the 
framer of the resolution. Mr. Wilson's letter disagreed 
with Mr. Watson's summary ot the resolution as being 
"reactionary, arbitrary and superfluous", and contained 
the following: ' . 

I 
"It is not superfluous, because men are being passed into 

our ministry who deny the inspiration, inerrancy, and sup
remacy of the Scriptures, who deny specific and fundamental 
doctrines of our faith, who do not hesita~ to say that the 
theology of the Apostle Paul has wrought 'incalculable harm', 
who d~ny the necessity ~of atonement by blood, and whose 
preaching lacks'the truths vital to the souls of men. Others 
seek ordination who have no definite convictions about 
anything." . 

From Mr. Shields'letter in .the same ·issue I learn that 
the resolution was-submitted by the Resolutions Com
mittee, of which he was a member; that~ it had been 
framed by him, and was 'seconded by ,Rev. A. P. Wilson, 
of Stouffville. From-Mr. Shields' letter in The' Cana
dian Baptist of July 24th, 1919, I print the followhig 
eXcerpt: 

"First: The resolution neither contains. nor proposes a 
dllfinition of inspiration, as Mr. W'atson supposes. , 

"Secondly: Mr. Watson's ad'monitions- as to -transferring 
~he empha;sis from theories of inspiration to the Scriptures 
themselves, and as to- not getting nervous, are really super
fluous. To transfer the emphasis from theories of inspira-. 
tion to ·the Scriptures themselves is precisely what the 

. resolution does.' .' . 
"And nobody is getting nervous. No need to be. 'The 

scripture cannot be broken.'-John 10:35'. 'Till heaven and 
p.a.rth nass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass 
from the law, till all be fulfilled'.--'Matt. 5:18. Not al! th~ 
Higher Critics under heaven can break the !Scripture-nor 
even alter the 'historic Baptist view'. _ 

"Thirdly: Mr. Watson says, 'The question is not between 
inspiration and non-iIIISpiration at all. It is simply a ques~ 
tion of the nature of that inspiration.' " 

"Come now, and let us reason together. ·Consider just one 
or two of the 'things which Higher Critics have believed and 
taught. I have not' seen the latest bulletins, so do not know 
exactly what they believe to-day. 'But there is the case of 
the first submarine voyage, for instance. Poor old Jonah! 
They used' to say of Jonah that the fish did not swallaw him: 
and that no fish could have swallowed him. (They must have 
thought Jonah was a Hi'gher Critic.) ,.he book of Jonlllh says 
the fish did swallow this disobed'ient prophet. Very well. 
Now this seems to call for stron~ language. Who is the 
liar? The Higher Critic? ·Certamly not! 'l'hen it· must 
be the writer of the IBook of Jonah. And he wrote a lie. 
And was he, then, inspired to write a lie by the 'God that 
cannot lie'? ·That could not be. Therefore the Book of 

. Jonah is not inspired. Nothing more simple. And also the 
Lord Jesus was deceived, and is therefore not Divine; for 
He believed the Book of Jonah, fish'lstory and an. Matt. 
12 :39, 40. But if the Lord Christ was Divine, and could not 
be deceived, then the Book of Jonah is true, and: the fish 
really swallowed Jonah, and the man who denies it-I do 
not say Mr. Watson denies it; perhaps he believes it. But 
this certainly is a que'stion of inspiration. 

"The same is true of. the denial of the Mosaic, authorship 
of the Pentateuch. ~Had ye believed Moses, ye would have 
.believed me; for he wrote of me', John 5:46. 'And beginning 
at 'Moses and all-the prophets, he expounded unto them in 
all the 'Scriptures the things concerning himself', J~uke 24:27. 

"If Moses did not write the Pentateuch, then th~ Lord Him-

I) 
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self was deceived, and Luke' and .John certainly were not need'is for the 'Bible, not a priori notioDIS aboqt the Bi'!>le:" 
inspired. . . That is why I drafted "the resolution under discussi.on., The 
"lId l"k t H' h . C' 't' . • h ·t·· b .. other thing hi thEi' letter in which I concur is Mr. Watson's. 

. wou Ie' 0 see a Ig. er n ~c m t e, WI ness' ox. statement that the term' "Higher Critic" is used in an unfair 
SI! .Robert Anderson once ~ald that m .such an E!vent th~ sense. We all know just what the term covers; but there' 

\. . crItIC would lose, not. only hIS case, 'but his rElPutatI~n ~lso. are so .many "Destructiv,e Critics" amongst. the '~Higher 
I wish it were possible to print the whole discussion Critics" that w~. have Igot in~ ~he wa.y of usi~ the, te~ \ 

of this matter eJl.ppea:ring in the columns of The' Cana- .loosely to descnbe. them: . It IS .. m r~ality a c;l.eh.cate. c0!1lph~ 
. . ment to' "Destructive CrItIcs" to desIgnate. them as "HIgher d~an Baptt8t throughout the summer of 1919, and con- Critics" but 1 admit that to class them 'all together 'in this 

t~nuing until just before the 'Convention: in . October. ' w;ay i;. really unfair to other "Higher Criti~," who bcli~ve 
Certainly it must be admitted, that the Editor of The in' tihe "inspiration, inerrancy and supremacy ?f 'the 'Scrlp
Canadian Bapti8t' of that. time was eminently fair. ~ures." We will, tl,Iere~ore, change the term, WIthout ch!¥lg-

" .' . . mg,the tune, and It wIll 'be understood that. the term . D~-
NeIther, SIde· was ~estrlCted 111 ~e use of spac~. One structive Critic" "hereinafter" 'used "shall 'mean" one who 
letter 'of Mr. Shields occupied nearly two whole pages. carye( up Gen.esis, slices Isaiah; kicks Daniel ~0.r:w3!d severa.! 

I want, plainly to state that I' had no part whatever centuries, accepts a theory of ~ome' Ge.rman cntlc. WIth regara 
in, the controversy·. I read the letters with interest, to Jonah, rather than the. p~aIn teachI!l'g of,Chrlst, and gen-

. . • . ' erally "plays, German" WIth the whole Book of God. . . 
-but my OpInIOnS were neIther sought nor offered. It Mr. Watson reiterates some of the things said in his first 
was certainly a merry fight, and conducted, I should letter, and still insists the' resolution means' that I would 
say, in good spirit. The discussion, ,which was preci- ' "imp!>se'~ !!e.rtain things upon I'!very man who enters '~he 

, pi,tated, by the Whitby-Lindsay, resolution in which my BaPtIst . mI~Istry, and that I. m~an that a J!lan who ~ppl~es 
• '. for: ordmatIon and fellowship m the B3Iptist denomInatIon 

brother played so· promInent a ~rt, was conducted, on "must" accept certain views. The resolution contains' np 
"his part, so far as I am'able,now to recall, with absolutely suggestion ,af 'this sort. Mr .. Watson hi:msel~ sa:ts ~hat. "a 
no lmowledge ,of my letter to· the'Chancellor' of the Uni- ~ap~ist c~didate fo! th,; .~inist~ should .. b,:heve m,!nSplra:,. 
versity or of the appe' als 'made -:t'O me by 'Miss Murray tlOn ... , of so~e kInd. Suppose1 thelJ-, I~ IS ~oUI?d In ~ome 

. , . , ', ' ", case that a candIdate does not beheve m msplratIon of an.y 
and Dr. KeIr,stead. -' '" ". ". kind (of"course this is not a probable case'), and 'the' council~ 

Events proved, that the apprehensjons of Miss Murray of which Mr. Watson is a member; refuses, kindly of course, 
... and Dr. Keirstea(1 were not without,~ou'Ildation. , But· t!> ordain him? '"W'Q.uld the, qoim~il be "!~po!,,~~g': !:1o!,lle i)e

what I am particularly emphasizing at the moment is llE~f 1;lpon th~' candIdate or: saymg that he mus~ acce:p,t som~, 
, '. . . . . . ' partIcular VIew? -So neIther would n ,CouncIl say must, 

,t~at the .dlScussIon In the columns of T~e q~~dmn B~p- nor "Impose" any view :uPOll a man if it ~hould d:ec,li~e to 
tt8t durIng the summer of 191-9 was carrIed on qUIte ,ordain him because he dId not hold,to "the msplratlon, mer
independently and without" knowledge Of the action I rancy and'supl'emacy of t~e Scriptures of ~e Old and N~w. 
'n k' . ' . ' n' f G ' I Testaments." The CounCIl could couple Its refUISal. WIth 

ad ta en In approachIng t e Board 0 0v:e~nors.· n ' s ine prayel'ful kind and wise counsel which ,might lead to, 
fact, I was out of the country following August 10th s~nie heart lSea:rching and: some ~ible' searching, ~nd might 
until the end of September. '. mean that the same man would ... be ~lad.ly orda~ned by. the 

As this story is intimately ·related to the whole Cana" same Council,after he had thrown hIS er:t:?neous VIews 
dian Baptist "down grade" movement~to' borrow Mr. .where the ma;iners threw J,?nah. (I rather l,Iesltate·to make' 

, -.' .. a statement lIke that when m danger of bemg read by De-
Spurgeon s ,phrase In respect to the same drIft:In En'g-. structive Critics. I trust, however, that in view of their 
land~for its intrinsic value to a'd,iscussion of t.hese penchant for allego'ry there, is no danger that .they ,will 
matters, I here' insert the 'letter by Rev. E. E: Shields "paralyz~ their ,:iniIids by a cru,~e l~teralism.") But suppose, 

, " Th Cd' B t' t fAt 14th 1919 the candIdate did not change nls. VIews 1 Then probably he 
- ~p~earInS: ,lD. e a:nq J,an ap. ~8 0 • ugl:lS, ". . , would-' unite' in some way' with people who didn't 'belie~e )ust-:-

' .. 

r • 

'lD ItS entIrety: what he .didn't ,'believe, and he would d'oubtless. find a mIllls-try , 
, . , somewhere in 'leading yet others not to believe what he didn't' .' ....... 

. '. DESTRUCTIVE 'CRITICISM believe' . but he would foreyer remain outside the Baptist , 
Editor ''The Canadian Ba1!tist":- ministry, in which, if tliis should continue to be' carried out, '., 
. ',,' ' . all would ultimately 'believe, as all did at oile time beli.eve, in. 

. Dear Mr. Editor,- '. . .' . . "-the inspiration,' inerrancy and supremacy .of,the Scrrptures: 
,It must. be ,a.pparent to tho!:1e who have rea~ .OU! corre-. of the"Old .and New Testaments." ' And the term, "Baptist'~ 

~pond'enc!l of the PaiSt· weeks, that Mr. Watson m hI~ letter .would 'be rehabilitated' and -would come to mean wh~t it once 
m y'pur. Issue of J~ly 10th, page five, .and that W'h~ch ap- 'meant in this country' and what it now means in the Southern .. 
,n!lared m The B.a'D~'I8t ?~J!lly 31st, pll;ge. ~~':,' has gwen U3. States, and ·the 'denomination in these Provinc,:s w0!:lld ,be 
,I:\IS, o)Vll', the9ry o~ ,~nsPlratI~,n; ~J!-d Ups .. ~l1, SpIte. of ,,1:.~~ fa,ct saved .fro.m thll,disintegration and' destruction which ,threaten 
that .. hedey?rec~tel!3. ~r ,,"defi~I~on o.f msmratlO)'l, ~rud~ at the present time. '.' '" . 
,theo~es of I~splratio~" a pnon n?b?ns about the ~Ih.-Ie, In the. opinion of the -writer there rests u-p<?n,eve~ !JleJ!l-

..... a~d 'dogmatIc and ~h~ad~are theones of· the nature 0:(. the bel' of an' Ord'ai.ning Council a .tremeJ!-dous rellD0!lsI~Ihty ~n 
BIble"; the 3.$su!1lptIon bemg, of cour,se, that howeyer ~en the sight Qf God .. A!ld in this cOnl).ectH~n, Mr. Editor, l ~~g, 
of the cons,:rvatlye ~~hoQI :nay ~ave p~ralyzed ,~helr ~l~ds in all hUJ.l1ility, to co~mend to the c0!lsclences o.f all who may 
by a crude lIterahsm and" stultIfie.d theIr reason by holdmg . be called' to such servIce, two qUQtatIons, especIally, from the 
to "crude". an~ "threadbare" theqnes, and' ~:hatever ".human letter of ~ev. A. ~. Wilson; of Sto~ffville; which appeared 
element WIth Its erranc,Y" .u~ere Il'!ay be m the Scnlltu~es in The Baptist. of July 24th, 'pages three .and four. ,They 
themselves, Mr. W'atson s VIews are the result. of such WIde are as follows: "Cases have occurred" in ,which the Council 
research, such" deep ·kno.wledrge" they' are. bUilt, UDon s~ch disa.greed with. the" candidate's. v).ews as being u~terly un
br(l!l-d,and' strong foundations and have ':t>~en constructed WI~l,I'. : scriptural. Yet out of consideratIon, for the candIdate, and 
S~lC~ c';lnnin~ anI:! ,sue1\' sk!ll, thnt the cO!1lplc;;ted" edifice; ~x: . with the 'eJl:pressed, hope tlia,t he would' mend, they· o~ain.ed" 

( hlblts' '~'i ','~l'I:ez::r.ancy", ~hlch sug-~es.t~ ,"msnI~atIon~' ratner: " .hJm.'! '. '.'An .Ordain!ng, qouncil llro~e$ses 'tp ~tamp WIth Its ' ' 
than_ thE! h;uJ!lan tI:~u~h., (May. the .Edltor f.prgIv~ both C!f us .. ' apDroval and· assoc)ate Itself wIth' ,the teachI!lg cof ,the. 01'-

. The wrIter dId n~ I.ntend sa!.cas!ll, .but olJ-Iv to; b~ lo,g-Ica~.), .d'ained·. Must Bapti!!ts 'be compelled to, recognIze by.,,?rd1l1a-
Those. who have' followed thiS Dleasant httle fIstlc enCOUll- tion the false teacher because, fOl'lSooth, they stand for free- ' 

ter between PYlgmies (with abje'ct apololries to M1'. Watson) dam of thought? Mu'st they',force themselves to'lie before' 
will' nave ,ohsenvoo' that, wh!ch became' a'Pparent .to· both Mr, 'God,' when they say they fellowship a man on his statemept . 
Watson and myself at WhItby: that the only dIfference 'be- of Christian doctrine when ,but. a moment before they had , 
tween us is all the difference in the world, that our views are . d'eDlored" the candidate's' vIews 1" ". . 
diametrically opposed to each ,other and ,are as far apart as In the letter last published Mr. Watson does not even 
the Doles. . . , attempt to show how anyone who 'questions Chri'st· and the 

'There a~e two thin~s in the ,-letter in last" we'e:k'sissue of evangelists'by d'ou1bting t~e Mosll;ic ,authprshiD o~ ,the, Pe'!ta
The Bap~i8t wi~h ~h,icl)..I a~r~e. qn.e is t~~ ~~nten~e: "T~e, teuch,. c~~ at the, sll:me ~I~J'! .~el!ev~ that ,tho~e. eva!1~I!sts 
great need" of}he.woI'ld IS Ohnst"not tbeones a!b~ut 'H,Im; ItS were msplred;: but he na~vel.y waives the questIon of. Ipsplra-
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tion . by. the remark that "as we both believe in inspiration can mean n<;>thing else. According to 'lum the lact 'of- the 
'of some kind and further, that a Baptist candidate for the conflict. between the two reveals the "human element with its 
ministry sho,uld belie~e tn insf,iration, that 'general qu~stion errancy." in . Genesis, 'but reveals no "human eleme'nt with its 
need not be furtheI; dIscussed.' He then proceeds to' dISCUSS errancy" in science! That, evidentl'y, is Mr. W'atson's view. 
·the "inerraricy" part ·of the resoijltion, and gives us, inci- Science 'and the critics are right and the Bible wrong. And 
dentallY"othe view of some of the Destructive 'Critics as to this is a sample of Mr. Watson's reasoning! Did Mr. Watson 
the. alleged errancy of the Scriptures. But it is just because ,ever hear Qf "science" 'b~ing wrong? Did he' ever entertain 
the' -writer knows' that most Destructive 'Critics profess to t1'!tl suspicion that there' may be in science any "human ele
believe in inspiration "of some kind," while at!'the same time' ment with its errancy"?" 'Science and tl;J.e monuments Q,re 
giving the lie to the plainest statements of Holy Writ. and doing their 'best. TheY are c'onfirming Genesis and the Bi'ble 
'because he knows the. logical and. inevitable results of such generally just as rapidly as possible. But 'Mr. Watson must 
'views, that the resolution was made to read., "The inspira- remember the "human element" in tSCience and must expect 
tion, inerrancy and . supremacy .of the Scri.ptures of the Old ,i~ to be seyeral thousand years behind the Bible. But in 
and New Testaments." It will be observed· that as the SImple courtesy to the people of God, he ought not to make 
resolution had no special reference to Mr. 'Watson at the such statements .about a book which they love, 'because of 
time it was wri-tten, so now I am not thinking of his ·peculiar what it is, until at least he has shown. that he is able:

. views alone, ,but of those of Destructive Critics generally. 1. To take some "abundantly proved fact of science" and 
, Mr. Watson has simply chosen certain ,theories .which hap- , ,prove that this 'Proved' f~ct is all. "ultimate truth" of science. "
pened' to suit him from the great. maSIS of the spe!!ulations, 2. To show' that this "ultimate truth" dIsproves some state-
of others. Being a Destructive Critic he has doubtless hewn, ment of Genesis or any other Book ·of the Bible. 
his way through a lot of good material, but he must not ask W'hen the critics' can do that we shall 'begin to listen to 
us·to think he ha's hewn his way to the views which he holds them. . " ' 
to-day~ Some of the stereotyped terms which he uses were' Our critic says, "Evolution to him (the one who holds the 
made in molds which he has never seen, while others are of traditional view) must be rank heresy, .but, ~s in a scier.tific 
distinctly 'Canadian Baptist manufacture." We concede full 'age, the accepted and abundantly proved facts of science' 
right to'Destructive Critics to manufacture' anything they meet him ilt every turn, he must carryon a life-long 'con
please; ·but the 'goods which Mr. Watson displays' !!Xe not :(lict, stultifyin,g his reason wherever he comes :into touch 
his:' they may be bought upon the open market bearing. the wi th ~he r~ligi01llS side of life." And this is another; sample 
imp'rimatur of other firms. "You pays your money and you of a Destructive 'Critic's. reasoning!, I do nlft think Mr.· 
takes yolir choice." . Watson claims a "divine element" for the teaching upon 

In Mr: Watson's contention for the' errancy 0.£ the Scrip- evolution. But even if he does make such a claim, are we 
tures, unless.I misundel'lStood him altogether, lie reyeals that sthIt~1fng °l~ re:s~~s ~"hle apPdly to tehvotlu.tion thl etprintchi.ple 
it is his opinion:- , Y" c e app Ies 0 e I ,I e t an ,say a m evo u IOn ere 

, :" . . , IS a "human element WIth ItS errancy";- and if we decide 
1. Th~t h1,lman reason should. be .the touchstone by WhIC~. that the "human element" in evolution shows ,wherever it 

the qualIty and va]ue of all Scnpture should be~e~ted. : conflicts with the Bible, and' that in eveI'y such case evolution 
2. That the tt:stmg, should be conducted ,by the lIght fr?m .' is wrong and the Bible right? I submit, Mr. Editor, that if 

th~' .lll:mp of s,cll~nce and :by the effulgenc~ of DestructIve Ml Watson admits, or claims, inspiration "of some kind" for 
CrItICIsm., ..' , , .• the Bible, and :.;nakes ;no' such elaim for evolution, freely 

3., That the testing .so con~uc~ed has ,sho:wn that t~e 91d 'admitting its "human ~rrancy" and that we may have arrived 
.and ~ew "Testamen~~ h~ve. n~lve conceptions o~ sCI~ntdi~ at "ultimat,e truth", with regard to it, thep.,' if he accepts 
gues~~ons, a~d that the abund~tlY,'prove~ fact~ of SCIence 'evolution rather than the Bible, where the two seem' to con
aJld ,the ultimate ~ruths of SCIence COnflIct WIth, and are flict, it must ·be lie, rather. than some of the rest of us, who 
contrary to, GenesI~ and other parts of the 91d and N~w is "stultifying his reason." It ought to ibe rememI,ered, too, 
'1:'e~taments.,. " ,,'.' . . that it is the opinion of !Some eminent scientists that the only 

'Jo. That ,whez:e' SCIence confhcts ":I.th: ,the BIble" ~he state- thing wrong with ,the science of evolution is that the wheels 
!!l.!lnts o~ the BIble are wrong and .sclenc~ alw~~ rlgh~ . have been .turning the wrong way and need to ,be reversed. • 
, 5. That, therefore, those who hold the tradItional VIew .of ". " 

,.the :J3iDle are' either ~tterly ignorant· of all scien..ce and. are Mr .. WatsoH's represen~a~ion,~! the ~?nsery~tive ~heologia~ 
also ·obscuraptists who would, perhaps, "try to stop the, dawn- ,~?ne who repudiates SCIence and stultIfIeS hIS reason , 
ing, of the day by wringing the neck of . the crowing cock,'" I,S, It l3eems t!J :me, hardly ,borne out by the facts. ,Some OD 
or they "carry on a life-long conflict, stultifying their rel¥Jon . th~ :m~~t emI:t:J-ent of the H~~her Cr~tics (not "D.estructive 
wherever they come into touch with the reHgious side of life." CrItiCS) have held the tradl.tIonal ~Iew ?f. the' Brble. T~e 

This seems' to me to, be a perfectly' fair. setting forth of gr~at 'Prea~hers, and evangelIsts' of all tIme have hel~ t.hIS 
wh"t Mr. Watson has told us in The Baptist of July 31st; VIew. The Bap'bsts o~ the Southern ,State~, more flounshmg 

. • . ' ." ',,' I suppose than any other body of BaptIsts m the. world, 
, N~,,!, let us look Into tp,:se charges 3;gamst Tl).e Book and -stand' foursquare against destructive criticism. I remember 
thos.e whQ hold the tr:td'itional ~ew WIth reg~ ,to the Book. that Dr. H. C.' Mabee, at t,he C9nvelltio'n ,in Walmer Road 

FIrst, ~hen,. as to ~r. Wats,?n s enthronement of the human 'Church some ,years ago; even dared (I am not sure whether 
,reas<'>l!; I t~nk .he IS, not fan:" \Vhen he sugg~~1:!s that .some . Mr. Watson was present) to preach from the whole Ibook 

of us . decry the f!1ncbon of ~lie humaI}' reason ~n the mter- . of .Jonah and treat it as 'a'record of fact. I rememiber the 
pretabon o~·tpe Brble. That Is·very ~ar from l;>emg the case., preacher very dilltinctly, and also the sermon, There was 
My 0~.9Plruon of .Mr. Watson, f.or I,nstance, IS, not ~hat he. .no doubt that he held the traditionnl view ,of the Bible. 
uses his rell;Son too much, but too l!ttle .. Bu~ ~~ has also ,Now from niy recollection of that massive head, I should', . 
·put reason In the. wro;mg plac~ ~n,d IS UlSl,ng It'm a ,wrong. say there was probably as much grey I)1atter there' as the 
Y"ay. Does he, belIev~ II} the ~IV:Iruty of King R,e~9n . " ,¥as average Destructive Critic poosesses. He spoke Hke a man 
It ever occun:a 1? hI!!l. that his ,;eas,?n has anY'1:~l!l.g of the 'of ripe scholarship. And I really should not like to think 
hUJl}an element WIth I~S erraI}cy, WhICh he attrIbutes to the . with Mr. Watson, that the only way in which he could have 

" Scnptures'? Reason. IS a ,faIr servant, but a poor ,master. continued to hold his views was by "stultifying. his reason," 
and this "servant when he reigneth is confusion to the end.". . -' . 
Reason has. its f:un'Ction 'in the inteI"P..ret~tion ·of ~.he. Scrip-, ' .011 t~~ other ~a~d, wIll ~r. Wats?n name us one Destruc-

• tures. But what of the function of the ,Holy' S.pir.-t? What· bve 'C!'lt~c who, w~lll~ holdmg ,such VIews, has been !l succt:~
of the function of- faith?· Does MI'. Wats9n intend to go ful mlillSIonary 1 WIll he pomt o~t one DestructIve Cntlc 
all the way down the dark road ili rationalism? Doel! he who as regular preach,:r or evangehst h~ been really largely 
believe this Scripture' ~ '7"~Then opened He their understand:.. . used qf' God m, reac~I~,g men for ChrIst? Gan he tell us 
ing, that they might understand ,the Scriptures."· (Luke of o,ne D~structI,ve Cntlc who has gone ~own I~to, the slums 
24:25). And has he stud'ie4: these words?-"Which 'things of any C.lty, Il;nd. has been Uised of\ God m reclalmmg d~k-
also we speak, not in the' words ~which man's wisdom teach-. ards and open smners ·generally? . 
eth, "but which the :aoly Ghost teacheth, comparing spidtual I fear Mr Watson will begin to surmise that t have not 
things with spirituat" (1 Cor. '2:13.) tlie·.venerati~n for Destructive Critics which he entertains. 
, just a few word'S about what Mr. Watson says as to the The fact is, I have not. My experience may have been un

Bible's relation to science. He says the one who holds' the' usual, ,but- I have ,not yet met one who had not ap'Oarently 
traditional view of the B~ble "must repudiate !!cience ',because concentrated his, attention upon t~e covel'lS of "the 'Book" to 
it conflicts with Genesis." Does he mean that he himserf. the 'gre~t neg-lect of its text. It never seems to dawn. on 
repudiates Genesis because.it co~icbs with science? He. them that by all' analogy it, should ibe expected that the 
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greater part of the evidence as to the Bible will be Iouhd 
within the Bible itSelf. 

This' question of' "inerrancy" is one of inspiration. It 
matters' nothing that some Destructive Critics .declare that 
they believe in inspiration "of some kind"; nor does it affect 
the issue one Iota that they even profess to possess a fuller 
light than those who hold the traditional view; upon the 
hypothesis, for instance, that the Book of Jonah is allegory 
and not a record of fact, the mali of sound reason will inevit
ably argue to the conclusion that the Gospels. are not in
spired, that Christ is not Divine, that the apostles were 
deceived, that the Epistles and Revelation are valueless, 
that there has ·been no .revelation from God .and that the 
world· has no 'Saviour. This conclusion has the merit at least 
of being logical, and this is the end to which many Destruc- . 
tive Critics have come. Mr. Watson speaks as though he 
believes in ,Christ as a Saviour, and in regeneration. Ho will 
find that at a point farther down. the rationalistic roadl re
'generation is not believed in, and that if he desires to Keep 

. the same cOlJlpany and continue the same journey, he will' 
have to throw his belief in regeneration over the fence: Mr. 
Watson and otherS with him, their protests as to their belief 
in inspiration "of some kind" and as to their fidelity to Christ 
notwithstanding, are travelling down a road 'which leads to 

I darkness and despair. . 
There is one paragraph in Mr. Wa1:son's letter which I. 

regard-as he regard,s the Book of Jonah-as "a gem"-and 
which,'! am compelled to quote in full, in order that I may 
share . with, othel"lS the charm of its brilliance. It is as 
follows: . . 

"Crude theories of inspiration usually result, as in the 
case with Daniel, in concentration oil the seals, the trum
pets, . the :bowls, the beast, the false prophet, -and the 
little horn, the construction of all sorts of grotesque 
and sometimes humiliating schemes of 'inverted history,' 
neglecting what· i!'l,vftal and substantial. for the trivial 
and fancifuL" 

Shades of the mighty de'ad'! Here is' a Baptist preacher 
who thinks the seals, the trumpets, the bowls, the ·beast.and 
the false 'prophet are to be found in Daniel! If Mr. Watson 
will read his Daniel he will 'find that none of these are men
tioned, as such, in the ·book. The "little horn" is there, of 
course. # It is a great thing to try to find things .. in the 
Bi'ble-more interesting than pro&pecting and far more profit
able. I would like to suggest a puzzle to Mr. Watson: As 
the lBeals, the trumpets, the bowls, the beast and the false 
prophet, are not to ,be found in Daniel, then wh,ere, 0 where, 
have they gone? I will just give this hint; he will not find 
them in Genesis. I desire now to submit a propositiol1, and 
it is this: If Mr. Watson had known enough about the Book 
of Daniel to know whether these twenty-three "trivial and 
fanciful" articles were hidden therein, would he have ac
cepted the teaching of certain Destructive 'Critics that·the 
book was written "138 B.C., or thel".!:abouts"? .\ 

See how Mr. Watson's theory contradicts the text of 
Daniel, and, therefore,' denies its inspiration. (This will 
lead Mr. Watson to read the Book of Daniel, Hallelujah!) 
The 'book seems to have been written by Daniel. (Dan. 12:4.) 
It is, writte~ in the first person from the eighth chapter to 
the end. It is "I Daniel" who write~. Mr. Watson himself 
will hardly deny that "Daniel the pr()Jlhet," of whom Jesus 
speaks ('Matt. 24:15) really lived. (Though some Destruc
tive Critics have done so.) Daniel_was taken captive from 
Judah ,by Ne'buchadnezzar, and his' life and visions are woven 
into the history of Ne>buchadnezzar, Belshazzar, Darius and 
Cyrus. If, therefore, the book of Daniel, purporting to be 
written ,by "I Daniel," between say 607 B~C. and 534 B.C., 
was in reality written by some "'pious Jew" in "138 B.C.,' or 
thereabouts,"" the- book must be a forgery and cannot have 
been inspired. The conclusion is unescap8lble. 'The conten
tion of Destructive' Critics flatly denies the inspiration I)f the 
book. . ' 

And now, about Jonah. I know. my readers have been 
waiting for the reappearance of that story. ' It .has a way 
of coming up again, as had Jonah himself. If Mr. W'atson 
will read' my last letter with more care than .he has bestowed 
Upol). Daniel, lie will see that the .story of the big fish was 
submitted, not as proof of the "historiCity" of the Book of 
Jonah in general, but. only as showing a possibility which 

, PestructiveCritics have denied, i.e., that the prepared fish 
.really swallowed' Jonah. The story which I related is true, 
though n~~ inspired. I did not expect, however, th.at one 

who denies the historicity of a ;book so clearly bearing the 
marks of inspiration as that of Jonah, would be . likely to 
believe anythiIllg which tend's to upset his "a priori notions." 

Mr. W'atson has made his choice amongst many different. 
views of Destructive Cljtics. and calls the Book of .Jonah 
"allegory." In another sentence he denies, by imPlication, 
its "historicity." Let. me make this plain. Mr. Watson 
denies that the ,book of Jonah is a record of facts. Let the 
careful reader stop now, and read the Book of Jonah; it will 
take about' five .or ten minutes. 'Mr. W'atson denies that 
the people of Nineveh were' wicked; that the Lord spoke to 
Jonah, commanding him Ito warn the city of its impending 
overthrow;that Jonah fled from the presence of the Lord; 
that he took ship to Igo to Tarshish; that the Lord'sent out 
a great wind 'upon the sea; that in the storm the mariners 
threw Jonah overboard; that a great fish.swallowed him; 
that the Lord spoke to the fish; that the fish obeyed the Lord 
and vomited out Jonah upon the 'dry land; that Jonah 
repented'; that he then went to Nineveh and preached; that 
as a result the people of Nineveh repented; and ·that the 
Lord then spared the city. Mr. Watson denies it all. Ac
corc:ling to him these things simply never happened. .Yet 
he would profess to believe it to 'have inspiration "of some 
kind·'! (Some Destructive 'Critics' deny inspiration of' any 
kind, ~nd some g~ the lenath of. denying that either Nineveh' 
Qr_Jonah ever exIsted.) . The story contains' "vital truths," 
Mr. Watson tells us, and the story is "a gem." Verily, it is 
a gem, if it is allegory and not fact! "Jesus," he tells us, 
"saw fit to refer to it incidentally as illustrating a great 
truth when the question Qf its historicity was not up for dis
cussion." The "question" was not up for discussion, because 
at that time there was no such question. But, oh that Mr. 
Watson would read his Bible instead of payiIIIK. attention to 
the vaporings of Destructive Criticism!. Listen to the words 
of the Lord Jesus '('Matt. 12:41): "The inen of Nineveh shall 
rise in the jud'gment with this generation and shall condemn 
it; ,becaUISe. they repented at tl!.e preaching Of Jonas; and 
behold, a greater than Jonas is here." Says Jesus, "Jonah 
preached unto the men of Nineveh." Says Mr. Watson, "Not 
so: Jonah was not sent; nor did' he preach." "The men of 
Nineveh repented," says Jesus. "Not so;" says Mr. Watson, 
"the men of Nineveh did not repent." This is the issue: 
Ghrist, or the Critics; it is a question 'of the inspiration of 
the Scriptures' and the divinity of the Lord'. .',. 

Let it not ,be thought, however, that ~ have pre!lumptuously 
undertaken to defend either one. The Bible remains 'because 
it is inspired. The- doctrine of the Lord's Divinity remains 
because He is Divine. " . . 
~he resolution aims to defend; not the Bible, Ibut those 

who ought to have the privilege of nearing the' voice Qf the 
Bible, without the discordant noi-se of the ill'bgical denials 

. and frantic asseverations and contradIctory interpretations. 
of Destructive Criticism. '. . 

I enjoyed our conversation in Whitby and was much drawn 
toward's Mr. W'atson.· I have great. regard for him per
sonally. And the measure of my regard is the measure of 
my regret tl(at he should have imbibed so many of the views 
of Destructive Criticism. " 
. Mr. Watson has ·believeq what he has ·been taught. Th~t 
is the logic of my resoluti'on, and that, Mr. Editor, is the 
logic of the ,general situation. 

Bless God for a whole Book! Thank God that ':the Scrip
ture cannot be broken." . "Thy word is' very pure, therefore 
Thy servant loveth it." . 

Oshawa. (,Signed) E .. E. SHIELI?S. 

In the next issue of the paper, ·Mr. Watson, utterly· 
routed .as we believe, retired· from the field with ~ s·hort . 
letter -w'hich he said was his final word. Other letters 
followed'.. from Mr. Shields in The Canadian Baptist of. 
September.llth and O~tober 9th, lthat of 'September 11th' 
concluding as' follows: 

"Whether the tide ebbs or ·flows, hpwever, my resolution 
is taken. I. desire to express -myself in a way that· cannot 
'be mistaken: I am 1?repar~d to-da~,,if nec~ssary, painful ~nd 
regrettable though It be, m no spmt of·l·bItterness and WIth 
no desire 'b~t for the common weal, to vote to part company' 
~with those who lay destructive hands upon the 'Book of God. 
I sUglgest a 'line up' on the question, in the s.pirit of the 
'Master. in the interests of. the Kingdom of God and of the 
people who ought to have the Book entire. This thing is 
many years overdue. Wlho is on the, Lord's side? 

,/ 
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"The foregoing is only intended to be a reply to some - 'Ca:th~lic or Greek Orthodox. We note that not the priest 
things in Mr. Watson's final word. 'but, lay officials of .the «hurCh were charged. In a 
b"Ifdju~rificatiof1 ~heMesowtitn''rerl\teeded, it has been Roman ;Catholic ,Church, it is not local officials Who hold 

a: ~In ~10sln:~)lr~eEdilor, I'be: t~o~:ll :tt!~tion to the fact _ thep-:op~rty, not e!en .th."e local priests,. b~~ the ~prscop~l 
that my letter of. August 14th remains unanswered." . corporatlOn, that IS, In effect, J 'the b1ilhoP. In a hIll 

Oshawa. (Signed) E. E. SHIE'LDS. brought before the Dominion parliament a few years 

There is no doubt that this controversial- discussion 
throughout the summer of 1919 gre~tly stirred the 
whole' Denomination, and prepared the way for all that 
followed. .... . (To Be Continued) 

ago a biS'hop wa's made a "corporation sole", th~t is one 
single ·man was legally recognized" as the corporation 
to own 'and control vast properties and wealth in a Roman 
Ca:tholic diocese. . The bishops in turn are not elected 
by a local council of priests or of laymen, but 'are ap-
pointed by the Pope at Rome, who is explicitly stated 

WHY ARE THERE NOT MORE PROSE· by :Canon Law to be the sole administrator of all the 
CUTIONS OF THIS SORT? . immense 'holdings of the church ·throughout the world. 

. This being the case, the Pope is the final responsible 

THE accompap.ying r-eprint from The Toronto'Star re- party for the wholesale gambling that is conducted for 
.' ports tliat the officials of a church -in Hamilton have the profit of his multi-millionaire corporation. As the 

·--been brought to book for conducting a. game of chance. actual holder of the property, in the eyes of civil law, it 
In these pages we hav~ called the 'attention of our readers is the bishop who is the z:esponsible.party for gambling 
on several occasions to' extensive bingos and games of in Roman IChurches. Perhaps this further explains why. 

, chance conducted by Roman 'Catholic ,Churches that were. there are' so feW' prosecutions foI:.jJlegal gambling in 
evidently infractians of the law. So far as we are 'aware Roman 'Ca'tholic Churches When there is so much evidence . 
there have ,been no prosecutions in these or in any other that it is conducted there on a 'huge scale. The law, 
instances in which Roman Catholic 'Churches' were impli- however, was made for the offender whether he be great 

. cated. Are we to suppose that the crown attorney'S and or small, and s'hould 'be applied to every c'hurch and so
the po!ice'Of this' country work on the assumption that ciety of whatever race or creed. "Oharity" is a poor ex,,: 
the prIests of that church are above the law? We ~now cuse for tolerating illegal games of, chance, and the cloak 
that the Canon Law of the 'Church of Rome demands for' of religion is an even 'baser, if.a more subtle, form of. 
~ts clerics immunity from the civil law ~and from civil hypocrisy th~t ought not to be-countenanced' by those 
courts on the 'grounds that they are 'subjects 'of the pope . charged' with the equitable enforcement of our Jaws. 
and therefore responsible to him~clusively, b~it we did . -W.S.W. 
not suppose that sUGh pretelltions were o'fficially reeog-

. - nized under the British flag. Law "officers, like ('ther 
public men, are seemingly feal'fui of stirring iIp a 'hor
net's nest by challenging the ellcroachments' of Rome. 

CLAIM $20,000 SPENT AT BAZAAR 
TEST LEGALITY 
From The Toronto Star The authorities responsible' for applying. the law in' -

Hamilton are to be congratulated for doing theiz: duty, 
though the mere assertion of congratulations to officers 

HamiltoI:1, Dec. 17-Hamilton 'police ';crackdown" on bi:ngo 
games was confirmed to-day 'by Morality Inspector Arthur. 
Robson, who said that one man has already ·been charrgeq 
in connection with a bazaar held last week in which a 1953 

of the crown for doing their duty is an indirect sugges
tion that others have been remiss in performing theirs. 
We ~o not know wheih~r the ,church involved is Roman 

. ' .... 
A SIX·MONTHS' STORY CONrINUED 

IN THIS· IS~UE 
The story of THE GREAT CONTENTION 

FOR THE FAITH by Bible-belipving Baptists 
of Canada, which began in the front-page 
article of Nov. 20, will continue in ~'talments 
week by week for probably four to .Ix month .. 

\ 

We earnestly solicit the co.operation of all 
our readers in making' this s,ory as ~dely 
known as possible. In order to give currency 
to /it we will send THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
containing this story week by week for the full 
time of' its continuance - not less than .six 
months - for $1.00. Send in your subscrip. 
tion immediately, and- all subscriptions wlll. 
begin with the first instalment in the issue of . 
Thursday, ~ovember 20th. 

NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS ONLY 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS FOR SIX MONTHS 

FOR $1.00 
Address 130 Gerrard St. E., Toronto 2~ Onto .. 

car .was offered as a prize.' -. 
Peter Sekeshon of 'Stoney Creek, president of the board of 

Holy Resu'rrection Romanian church, will appear in police 
court Friday. Inspector RQbson said that a similar charge 
may be laid against the vice-president, Nick Kupick. . 

A . crowd estimated by poli-ce. at 5,000, spending up v to 
,$15,000 to $20,000, attended the bazaar at the Hamilton 
armories.' -'. 

"They certainly stepped: off their limits. It was much 
too big to ignore," said· the inspector. _ . 

. Permission to hold the game was 'given by Mayor Lloyd 
Jackson, but the permit sti-pulated that the ,priz!ls could not 
exceed $50;and that proceeds should go to chanty. 

The inspedor said that Ibetwe~n $8,000 and $10,000 changes 
hands in Hamilton everY week at so-called ''small bazaars 
aM bingos." He said Friday's case w~ll.be ,regarde~ ~s 
'a test, and that further charges may be laId under the crImI
nal code, for which the maximum penalty is two year~ 
imprisonment. . 0' 

-
Bible School Lesson Outline 

. , 
. V.ol. 17 First Quarter Lesson 3 January 18, 1953 

OLIVE L. CLARK, . Ph.D. (Tor.) 
~ 

THE MIRACLE AT. CANA 
Lesson Text: John 2:1-11. 
Golden Text: "His mother saith unto the servants, W'hatso

ever he saith unto you, do it."--John 2:5. 
I. The Marriage and the Presence of the Lord: verses 1-5. 

The first miracle is typical of all the miracles of Christ, 
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in ·that, performing it, ·He ma.nifested forth His 'glory as 18 to' 27 gallons,' were probably intended' for use in con
the Son of God and His power as the Lord of creaqon (John nection with the washing of feet· and hari.ds, as well as 
1:3; Eph. 3:9; Col. 1:16). His disciples recognized the token' the utensils and vessels (Mark 7:3, .4). '. 
of His Deity, and ·their faith was streitgthened. The Gre.ek word for "draw" is generally used of drawing 
. Cana in Galilee was the city of Nathanael (John '21:2). water from a well (John 4:7, 11). If taken in the usual 
The presence 'ol ,even on~ f?Ilower of Christ in a plac~ is a~_ s~nse~here, it ,would imply _that -Chz:ist. ,in.structed t~e ser
soutce of bleSSIng, and. SIgnIfies that Chnst has a t!lstImony 'YaJlts. to .'araw from the. wel~ SU~CIel\t' water to fIllo·the 
there (Acts 14:17; 18:10). . I' '. ~ Jars, In o,rder,'perhaps to show that this was· ordinary. water, 

The ,glory of Christ is .not inconsistent with true earthly andAhen liaid' ,something to this effect:. '!Now draw more 
joy: His presence at; th~marriage feastc~ntri'buted ',to the water from ·th~ welJ and/carry' it .to· the .'governor .of ,thEl 
happiness of that occaSIOn. He. would dehver us from the f~ast." ExplaIn to the scholars; that thIS .would not. be 
snare of sinful pleasure, 'but ·bestow ~pon us lasting, holy intoxicating liquor (Prov. 20:1), ,but one of 'the fruit'drinks 
joy (Psa. 16:11; Provo 10:22).' . . which fo~ a necessary ·item of diet in Eastei'n'countries 

.The glory of ,Christ may 'be 'manifested 'in th~ simple,' where pure c.water .is' not !Ilways 'to 'be found. Any wine,'" 
everyday-affairs . of life. I On this occasion He solved the which ·the Lord would make', would be perfect and .wholesome. 
domestic problem of an embarrassed. host., Wha.tever we Although, possessing all .power, the,· 'Saviour' used the 
may do. that is lawful and expedient' for a. Christian may weakness of man a~ His instruniep.t in"perf9rming the mira
be done .to His glory (1 -Coz:. 10:23, 31; -Col. 3:23). It was cle, for,He made' the o'bedience of tlic servants a cOhdition. 
slaves, in the first instance" who were admonished to adorn for the, 'bestowal of bJessing (1 Cor. 1:27-29).. ' He promises 
the'doctrines of God our Saviour in. all things (1 Tim. 6:1; to reveaLSJmself to those who obey. Him and to ·give them 
Tit. 2:10). . . '. . His HC!.ly Sphdt (John 14:21; Acts 5 :32)" through. Whom 

The time wheit'Christ'should'manifest His ·glory was under "greater works than ·these" 1.llay be done (John 14:12). He 
His own . control. His mother evidently' thouglit._that this gives to the believer the privilege of being a co-labourer 
would be 'a ,good· opportunity: for Him, to show to the. world with Him in the miracle' of the new birth of the soul. 
that He was God (John 7:1-6). The Greek word for "woman" Wise are they who are ob.edient to Him. "Whatsoever he 
does riot imply disrespect or severity, but. rather' tendel"lless .• saith unto' you, do it." " '. . . 
He gently reminded'. her that., He must foJ!Qw, Hit'! own The. glory of qhrist' ~s indissolubly .,:onnect/ild with •. His 
course .(Luke '2:49), SInce the time for the full revelation of suffermg. The first mIrac;:le of changIng the water'Into 
His glory had' not yet' arrived (John 17:1). He had entered wine, which is;·the symbol of/suffering (Matt. 20:2~, 23) and, 
upon His Divine work, and He could not allow any human of death (1 ·Cor. 11:25), s]lggest!l the b~ttet sorrow which 
being to dictate His actions. ' At the same time, He Him!\elf Christ bore for us ,before'. e:tltering into His glory (Luke 
chose to give to HiEl disciples a glimpse of .His essential 24:26; John 12:23, 24; He-b. 2:9, 10; 1 Pet. 1:11).-
Deity, and they. understood. His. ~eaning. ' 

Ii. The Miracle and the Power' of God,: 'verses 6-11. ' • ' 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS 

Jan .. .l2-The water that gives life ... _ .. ;: .... _ .... : John 4:1-15. 
Jan. 13"-The water that satisfies _ ..... _ ..... _ .... :. .... ~ ..... John 6:27-35. 
Jan. l~The water that ·refresl1es ..... _ .... : ........... :.::: ..... Psalm 23. 
Jan: ~15-,-:,.The w~ne that s~eaks of suffering ..... ~at;. 20;20-28. 

. Christ is ·sovere~gn, not only in -the time, but' also in the 
manner in which He'manifests His 'gloi"y.o At one time 
He might ·perform a direct miracle; at another time 'He 
might 'use means (Compare John 9:'6 with Mark 10:52), as 
on this occasion when He changed the water into wine. 

/The six large water-jars, with capacity varying from about 

J an. l~The WIne th/tt speaks of death ..... _ .... ! Co •• 11.23-26. 
.Jan. 17-The wine.that speaks offeIlowship .. :1·Cor. 10:16 .. 21. ' 
Jan. ,18-:The wine that. speaks of joy ........... Psalm 104:10-24.- . 
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