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'.1 WUl,s· nf Qt4rtst 
I By FRANCIS RIDLEY H~VERGAL 

I· "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be utJon, 
'His shoulder: and His Name shall, be called ~onderful, Counsellor,' The Mighty God, 
The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace/'-Isaiah 9:6 • . " '. 

Wonderful 
Wonderful! Wonderfu1! ' 
Ring out the Name, 0 Christmas chimes! 

Wonderful! Wonderful! 
Echo the word to farthest climes! 
¥ay the splendour of Ws grea~Name 

, 'Shine and glow with a mighty flame, 
Filling thy life with its glorious rays, 
Filling thy spirit wit~ Christmas praise. 

Counsellor 
Mist l'!-nd cloud and dar~ness 

Veil the wintry hour, 
But the sun dispels, them' 
With his rising power. 

Mist and cloud and darkn~ss 
. Often dim thy day,' 
But ~ Christmas glory 

Shirles upon.thy way. 

May the Lord of Christmas, 
Counse1l~r and Friend, 

. Light thy desert pathway 
Even to the end. 

The Mighty God 
The Christmas bells proclaim 

His glC!rious' name, 
'The Mighty God!' 

God manifest indeed. 
, And yet the Woman's Seed, 

To whom we sing 
All glory, praise, and 1au~! 

Divinest Lord and KiDg. 

The Everlasting Father 
o Name of gentlest grace, ' 
O,Name of strength and might, 

Meeting the heart-need of our orphaned race 
With tenderest delight! ' 

Our Everlasting Father! This is He 
Who came in deep humility 

A little child to be! , 

'The Prince of Peace' II' 

o N~e of beauty and of calm! 
o Name of rest and balm, 
Of exquisite delight, 
And yet of sovereignty and might! 
Let it make music in thy heart to-day, 
And bid thee go rejoicing on thy way; 
For Jesus is thy Peace, Thy Prince of Peace, 
Whose reign wi~in thy heart shall evermore 

increase. .' , 

. . 
~~~~~f~/:/l8:/fifI:.~~~~~~~~~~ 
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. A WORD ABOUT THE EDITOR 
- Dr. Shi~lds is still extremely ill. The experts a~sure us 

that he· is improving, 'but some days the improvement 
, seems. to be. almost imperceptible. However, as yet he is 

too ill to attend'to any of his affairs. But he has asked 
us to express,his very great appr~iatio:n of the affec
tionate intercessioJJ.s· offered by a vast· multitude 'of 
people throughout the world. He ,has been informed of 
at least one church, .'not a· Baptist church, which .held a . 
special prayer meeting to pray for. his recovery. 'For this. 
he .is verY' thankfuh He desires also that we ·should 
express to his many friends his gratitude for the"lovely 
ca·rds of greeting with their cheering mes'sa'ges; 'which 
have been sent ·to hiIJl., They are so numerous that .it is 
-impoSlSible to acknowledge them individually: He asks 
. all'his friends please to accept this inadequate 'and ra,ther . 
indJirect word of thanks. He also sends to aU his friends 
the warmest Beason's Greetings.', 

.or. Shields is still dialing to hope that he may be able . " 
to be' present at the New Year'& Morning .Meeti;ng; and 
if- he should find that serVice not tOo exhausting, lie is' 
c;h.erishing the hope' that he may De a:ble to preach on'the' 
evening of January 3rd. All this, 'of course, is contin
gent upon his continued progress. He sends his warmest 
love to' all the Church and GOSPEL WITNESS' Family, and ' 
to the Bible School, ann the Seminary. ' • 

MR. H. R. MOAT 
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THE WJLL AS A PERCEPTIVE ,F4,CULTY 

'. 

Last Friday evening, December 18,' Henry Rich;ard : W~' are all slow' to recolrnize' the' principle th~t 'our--
Moat a brother' greatly beloved' alid esteemed by the' conduct is s'eldom dictated by OUl" jud'grDent. With most 
Emti~ Jarvis Street Church familY, passed to· be with of us the ~owledge 'of, good exceeds the dl()ing of' it. 
Hi's Lord.' ·Mr. !1\ioat was converted in the ·Salv·ation Our Lord Himself'laid'down the principle.....£.. and no on~ 
.Army in England while he was still in Ms 'teens and he understands. the constitution of the human mind 'as He
gave the b~st_~~rs of his li~e ~ the servi~ of God in . understood it-when He said.: "if any ~an Willeth to·.do 
that orgamzatIon as ~ne of I~ most )lse!ul officers. In '.his wiI1,' he shalrknow of, the teaching." . The same prin-
Canada he devoted hI.m.self With uIliftaJggmg zeal to the . I .. I d'" th 'i"b' ' "' •• . ,. , . h' SIP e IS mvo ye m e'prove -
work ·among prisonerl'!. He used to say laughmgly t, ·at ~ . '. 
he had' spent two years'less one day in 'Burwash Prison, '''Convince a,man ~gairist his will, 
the usual sentence mete~ out to offenders. ~':l-t his term .' l!Ie's:of the Same opinion'still/: \ 
there was spent,. as wa~ ,'his en:tire, life, for th'e uplift . .. '.' . ".' ': : . . 
and blessing of those in need. Many .. former prisoners, The rec.0g~p~IO;n, o~: thI's:.pr~~c~pl~. would, save us from. 
now free men, bless his faithful testiIriony'in word and many dlffI<:~ltI~s.. J~ Would, !f~r, I;nstanc,e, sav~ u~ fro~ 
in life to the power of the' Gospel.' ~rs~ MQat,-'who ,pre- th~ folly o~substItutmg ed~cat~o~ for eyangehsm .. It ~s. 
deceased' him ten year:s ago, was a faithf.ul 'and ·able qUIte posS'Ibl~ f?t: men t~. mform ,t~e Jud'gment" It. ~s 
helpmeet through a long mar~ied ,~ife, which was joy- much more dIffICUlt to direct}~e ~~!I. Only the ,SPirt 
fully consecrated to the serVIce of, the Master whom of God can m!1ke our carnal WIlls: wI~lm,~ to d'O GOd.8 WIll.· 
both loved with their -whole heart. I t would assIst, us . often, al~o, lll, the mterpretatIon· of 
. Ever since Brother MOIit came to Ja;rvis ·Street, 'Church. Scripture .. Many ,porti~n~' of Scripture are not under
'a quarter of a cent,ury' ago, he was' bq.sy iiI the l\i:aster's 'stood',;,n6t be,ca~se .men. c,a~not u~~erstand', but because 
work: As the congregation came in th,e front door, he they will, not. We"reme-mber a lad'Y who said to 'a c~r
was there to welcome, them, hi his cordial yet dignified tain gentl'eman,' "I want yU,u:to expoll:nd, to me the doc .. 
manner, and at the close of .the serv:i~e he was on duty trine of baptism, as you: understand it." To this -the 
in' charge of th~ enquiry room .. It -was ,good td ~ee ... h!s, gentleman replied; "I{ i' p~ove. tc? you from the ScriptlJre 
·face light up. when ther~was ~ r~p()nse. ~ the appeal that you ,ought to be iIiImers'ed on a profession of your 
:and he would "have work to do", 'as he put it.' No member faith, wi'll you'be"'immersed?," ·",Certainly,not." "Then," 
among us was more belov~ by young"and,old oa:li~e, and, ,said ·the gentleman,' wisely, we ~elieve; "that being the 
h~ filled a J.arge place .in' the 1if~ qf ~e 'church and in the case,·it will be only a waste of time foJ.' us to discuss the 
affections of the entire"membership .. .And ll;0W ~his faith-' question .. ",;· ' ,-
ful, humble ,s~ldier of Ch;rist hljs rec~iveq the prqIDotion !Thus thevar~ous' 'prq~lems, as we' like' to call them, 
that he awaited, ·at t~e ,hand of the. Great OOiilmander of conduct, which- concerti ,our 'relations to others and 

. whQnever errs. He, i~ w:~th ~~.rist, w~ic.h is far.better, 'ou'r duty' to God;' o1.lr und:~rstanding of the Scriptures; .. , 
. and the m~mory of hIS unfaIlmg ChrIstian charIty and our experience .of divine guidance,~'all th.ese things, in . . 

of his unceasing devotio~ ~o his Redeemer will serve a~ . the'last analysis, depen.d u.pon a will that is entirely su·r-
a. lasting inspiration to aJl of us who mourn his loss. rendered "to God. When 'we are "wining to .do His· ~ll, 

" . W,s.W.' 'it is ,never difficult 'for us .to understand'what His will is. ' . . , . ...... . 
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"W'h " , ere' Is 'H'e/'Tbat, I$'.' Born, K· 7" Ing. ' 
" 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shiel~ 

PoI"eached in Jarvis"Street 'Baptist tChurch, Toronto, ,Christmas Morning 
, " 'Tuesday, Decem~er 25'th, ~934 

('Stenographically, Repor.ted) 

"N~w ~hen Jesus was ,born in Bebhlehem"of Judaea in the days of Herod the king 
'behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, s'aying, Where is, he that 
is born King of the Jews?' for we have' seen his star ,in the east, a'nd ,are come to 
worship him."~:Ma:tt.2:1; 2., ' 

• ,Prayer Before the Sermon 
IHelp US, 0 Lord our God, as we aPI?roach Thy throne this 

morning ,by the ministry of, Th~ gracJ.ous Spirit;, to come to 
,Thee as we ought. We thank Thee for the occasion which 
bn;ngs us' together. We Mess Thee th!lot Thou hast come in 
the Person af Thine ()nly begotten Son, that there has come 
to ,thi'S earth One of Whom it may truthfuUy be said: He 
cll-me down ;from above. We rejoice that so many af us' 
know that the Son of God js come,_ and hath ,given us an 
unde~anding, that we may know Him that is true. We 
tlJlank Thee that He Wili.o was born in Bethlehem now reigns 
on highj that He Whom th~ Wise men wors'hipped, may still 
be wors'hitpped in spiri~ and iIi truth Iby the grace of Thy 

'Holy ISpirit., ' 
, As we meditate upon 'this' -great truth this morniIl!g, may 

the tSpirit' ()f God minister 'the truth to 'our own heartsj that 
Jesus may Ibe' vastly more to us thana 'Figure in history, 
or a -clJlaracter in a, book, or merely an 'Ideal to Ibe cherished 
by men. T.h'ou hast come' to us in Thy living,. saving, power, 
o Loid.' 'rhou hast walked' with us, and we have walked 
with'Thee. Thou' hast· 'permitted U'S to hold converSe with 
the King, and Thy, ,halld 'has been stretched out in our' be
half, saVing US', keeping us, preserving us, providing for us 
through alll 'the years. 'We thank Thee that the Lord is come, 
~d that ear't'h may :Il'eceive ,her King. :May every heart in 
trus assembly this, morning prepare !Him room, 'While heaven 
and ,earth s'liill, !Sing. 

We thank Thee, 0 Lord, for all' the, grace which has come ' 
to us as ,indiVic;l'uals. \ 'Wf} ,thank :rhee f'Or Thy mu'ltiplied' 
lovingkindnesses with· which Th9U 'has't bles~ed the ~hi1dren 
of menjand throughout the worlld as countless millions turn 
aside 'from the ordinary: affairs of life to give thought to 
this great truth that "God was in 'Christ recon'eiling the world 
unto Himself, we pray that people'm!1y be'lblessedj that 
multitudes 'may 'be s'aved. And here in this service this 
morni~, 'make us specialIy 'aWaJl"e m· the nearness of God. 
We ca'l\ do' nDthing 'Without Thee: l't may be that 'Some have 
cQme, d-eprl;lss'ed.in spjiitj. it ml!oy.ibe tha~ theJ;:e are some even 
!In this tC~ris'tm'as mornin~ wh9se :h!'larts are ~eavy, who are; 
mdeed, 'Wrapped 'aibout 'WIth a SPIrIt of heavmess,. to whom 
the day brings but little Ibri'ghtness. 'Wle woilld lis'ten this 
morning to the angel-s' trluSicj may·the 'good tidings 'm great 
joy sung·to 'all people reach ~, every one. Hellp us to view 
life in th~ lig'ht of Thine advent, and to rejoice i-p. Him Who 

,is the Lord: indeed" ' ,. 
. \' , " ' 

U may' Ibe 'there 'are some here tms morn.ing, who need 
speda:l 'grace; who need to Ibe un'dergi!l"ded 'by 'the very might 
of ·God: HimsU. We thank Thee that ,Jeau'S 'Christ is more than 
sufficient. We 'bless ,Thee f'Or ~is sovereign .power, for His. 
aJb.ounding grace, l).'o't alone for His birth' in 'Betltlehem,' but 
for lHis Ibi,rth fuoom the g;rave, iHis' resurrection from the 
dead in which He'spoiled principalities and IPoiwers, making 
a show, of them openly, 'and triumphing' over 'them in it. 

Graciouslyibless ,us; 0 Lor,d, that as we sing these hymns 
of ,praise this m'Oi"ning our heatts may ;i;eal1y' adOll"e Thee. 

d' 

Bless the l-and, we' pray Thee, in which we live, azid all who 
I'!lIe over us .. -Strengt!ten the arms' of those :who would do ' 
rtght"an~ contend ,agalnst ,thos'e who 'WOuld do 'Wrong. Bless 

, t~e EmpIre to whIch we bel-ong the WOll"ld, aro~nd in many 
chmes. Vast numbers of people to-day recognIze Jesus as 
L,!rd. Let Thy ,ble~in!{ rest upon them alt Bless him who 
reIgns 'over us. We thimk 'l',hee, O. Lord; for the influence ' 
of the 'Crown. We thank Thee for 'His Majesty King George t 
and for the royal family. We tbless Thee that we 
'have r~a~~n' to Ib!'lIieve that in 'the ,palace Jesus is recognized 
as the K~ng ,of kmgs. A!ld as Thou ,hast been pleased! to use 
~he EmpIre m dayJS PII;S't for the furtherance of crighteQusness 
H~ the ow:oV!d', '80 contmue 'gracio~sIy to abide 'with us,' and 
gwe us, if It please Thee; peace m 'our tiJqe, O'Lord. ' 

N'?'W cause ~'s' to know that Thou',hast ful-fiUed to us Thy 
graCIOUS promIse that where iflwo 'Or three are gathered in 
J'hy ,name ~ere ',l'hou art in :the midst. May 'We ali know 
It thIS mornmg, 'for Thy name's' sake, Amen. . 

. ' 

"WHERE is he that)s born king?'IThe wise men 
, , 'mentioned in the text, were wise, in a deeper and 
,truer sense 'than the Magian sense in which -the word is 
here employed. TruthJhat is truth indeed has universal 
relationships, 'Truth is never fragmentary,segmentary: 
truth is related, to truth everywhere. Truth is 'never I 

self-contrad'ictor,y; and it is b'ecause the gospel ts: true 
that it is always ~t home :among all peoples, and, 'in all: 

,ages, 'The religion pf Christ is a universal religion' 'be
cause it is the religion of the universal King. The gos~ 
pel, it is true, "is a dynamic. It is the power of 'God unto 
salvation; -but 'it is a power which 'operates through a· 
system of principles ,Wl1ich 'are eternal, and which con'Sti:' 
tu-te the very fa'bric of human iife. 

There are words in every language which become obso
lete.. 'Look at your dictionaries, and you will find some· 
marked "archaic", ~ which ,means that' -they are rather an
cie~t, seldom used now; and others1are ma,rked "oDlJolete", 
whIch means they no lon'g'er belong, properly, to human' 
speech. " 

tBut the Word that was :made 'flesh will never' become 
obsolete in any language. It belongs to the whole human 
race and to all ages of human'histo;ry. The speech of the 
gospel will never wear out. I delight t:o observe that the' 
go'sp~l o~ the Lord, Jesus in any aspect "is never arbitrary; 
it ,is always founded in some deep-necessity; It belongs 
to the essence of things; 'it js ,founded in the, nature· of 
things. Even ~he simplest statements of 'Scripture are 
profound,ly, 'philosophically, true. 

, , 
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!I. Look at another character, 'Abraham Lincoln, of vtJry 
humble birth also. Yet he came to be calied' by men 
"the President", and later "The lGreat Emancipator". But 
all the powers that made Abraham Lincoln .what he was, 
that ena:bled him to do what he did, were 'born with him. 
Who ,shall deny that he was one 'of nature's own 'kings, 
born .to the kingdom for such a time 'as that ·in which 
he 'lived'/- ' ~ 

'Here is a question a!\ked b:y the wise men, and! wIse 
as they were, they asked it without themselves recogniz
ing, I dare say, its f~ll significance. Their g,reat ques
tion is: '''Where is he that is born King?," Where is this' 
Personality' that has eomeinto this world. of human 
affairs, endowed< by nature with qualities, with potentiali
ties, which wjll make him a Ruler among the people. Let 
us look at 'THAT' SIMPLE AND YET PROFomiD PRINCIPLE 

. F'IR~T OF ALL AS WE AsK AGAIN THIS QUESTION: Where 
is He that is 'b9rn King? . 

. Was there ever a king worthy to wear a crown who'did . 
not derive that worthiness pri'1YU},rily from His birth? 
They who' are really kings are born kings; they are what 
they are, not because of any "accident of birth'!: t~ere 
is no accident of birth. Whatever men are, they ar.e, 
could we but u.nderstand it, by virtue of the qualities 
which are inherent. You !remember our Lord'said: '~Con
sider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, 
neither do they spin: and yet I say unto you, That even 
Solomon in all his Sllory was not arrayed like one of 
these." Great as was' Solomon, glorious as were the 
qualities of his mind, and splendid as were all the pomp 
and ch:cumstance of his position, yet it was, in a sense, 
external to the man. But the beauty of the lily was a 
thing that was inherent. It' outshone the king because 
it was born so to display its beauty. I am. not now 
speaking of the externals of life. I recognize that a,· 

.. ·'Look at the realm of literature. 'Study the case of 
Bunyan .. How· ... can you account for this. "tinker out of· 
Bedford" as Kipling cal1s him? "The immortal d;reama-" 
as all' the worJd delights to name him?, Whence that' 
incompara:ble imagination? What school on earth can 
reproduce John ·Bunyan? . None. He 'was born. 

· clown may be 'born in a. palace, and a king may' be bGrn 
in a cottage' or in a stable, as 'in the case before' us. My 
insistence is that the inherent qualities of kingliness, 
wherever they are found, will be discovered to be an en-

· dowment of birth, and are never acquired, nor possessed 
by any effort of the human will. 

'This principle finds abundant illustration in human 
· life. If you look at the r~ord of th'e leaders ot human 
thought, and effort, and achievement; you will find, that 
they were all b,orn kings; and all they became and a'ccom-' 
plished was really due to some native quality, to some 
potentiality of blood. 'However disciplined or developed 
those qualities may, have been, they were natively resi
dent in the man, or he never could have developed them. 
Turn ,the pages. of history and look at the conspieuous 
figures 'there, loo~.at the characters in this history. Such 
a man as Moses, for example, was learned in all the wis- ' 

. rlom of the Egyptians, and mighty in word and in deed r . 
· "Oh," says solIlebody, "but was he not a product of 

education? . 'Send the schoolmaster abroad and you will 
have plenty of people like Moses." 'Oh, no; the Bible 
goes to the heart of the matter, for when descri'bing a 
certain darK day, it s'ays, "At which time Moses was 
horn." Yes; there came into the world by d'ivine act, cer
tain potentialities which; in the cou:me of time, were to be 
enlarged and d·evel.oped" and which were to determine 
the course of civilization. 'There are characters in pro
fane history which we do not admire, but which' we 
cannot ignore. Look at the most conspicuous military' 
r.-enius of all time--JNapoleon Bonaparte. Born in obscur
ity, he attained to an imperishable, though 'unenviable, 
fame.' I suppose the world has never seen the military 
equal-of .'Bonaparte. But one cannot study his hist<~ry 
without' recognizing that in some strange way he was' a 
man of destiny, that those powers which were in him, 
and which he developed~e grant you they were all 
disciplined and directed toward a particular course; but 
they were there 'because they were born in him. 

, ' 

, One might speak also of. the poets. Look at Burns
I do not admire him as a man. I always feel like apolo
gizing for mentioning him; and' yet, he was marvellous 
as a poet. He could no more help singing thana canary. 
He' was born doing it-with music in his soul. And that 
is true of all music," ·whether it be of speech, or sound, 
or colour-the great determining factors in the lives of 
men are always, in the ultimate analysis, the 'issues of 
birth. " People wonder to-day at the world's chaotic con
dition. We lament the mediocre character of the 'best of 
men. People pull' long faces and say that in the realm 
of statesmanship we have few great men. True': :but 
our 'great men were slain in the war! Has it occurred 
to you that the men who ougitt -to have been leaders and 
commanders .of people in nearly all realms of human' en
deavou.r-many of them at least-were \iestroyed by the 
Great War? We speak of so 'many millions of lives. 
Yes; but the whole world was irreparably impoverished 
.by the elimination from human affairs of those tremen~ 
dous potentialities that but fot the war might have blos
somed into 'Slreat characters' in church' and ·state and 
everywhere, that would have brought blessing to - the 
world. No; kings must be 'born: you cannot make tl>em. 

. You may 'discover a king as ISamuel discoyered 'Saul when 
he hid among the stuff, or as he later dJiscovered' David 
while he was still keeping his father's sheep. But Saul 
was a king before 'Samuel .·found him, and the majesty 
and power of the ruddy iad called .David·, was acknowl
edged :by the brute creation-"":'lion and bear bowed down 
before him before even his father and his btethren recog
nized him. He was a king, so borli. Yop cannot, make 
a kingd'om, and fashion a king to l'ule it unless nature, 
and, back of that,' 'God has laid His ordaining and pre-
determining hand upon the man, and 'brought him into 
the world to,be a king. . 

u. 
. 'These are simple, self-evident, truths,. and WE 'SHOULD 

EXPECT TO FIND THE 'GOSPEL OF SALVATION IN HARMONY 
WITH THAT FUNDAMENTAL AND· INDISPUTABLE PRINCIPLE 
OF TRUTH. Anoso it is : "Where is he that is born king?", 
Let it never 'be forgotten that Jesus Christ was born to 
be king. Ah, i fear that our gospel has been stripped of 
much of its ,power, our glorious Samson has been shorn 
of His locks by' modern thinkin'SI, and we are disposed 
to speak of the dIsclosure of God. iri 'Christ as though it 
were not Ii revelation, but a human discovery of divine 
benignity, :benevolence: "God is good"; "God is love'~; 
'~God is compassionate", How much we speak of the 
manger and of ' the stable, and' of the little 'Child!~and 

. we earinot speak of these too often, nor emphasize the 
principles which they involye too strongly. But remem-' 

/ 
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ber the Child that was l&\d in Bethlehem"s mange~' was 
a King, a King 'by diivine right. He was born to be King, . 
a,ndthat element is in the ,gospels and it was also in the 
ancient prophetic scriptures concern'ing Him: "My heart. 
is inditing a good matter,: I' spealC of the things which I 
have 'made touching the 'king: my tongue 'is the pen of 
a ,ready writer. Thou art fairer than the children· of 
men: grace is poured· into thy lips: therefore 'God hath 
blessed thee for ever ... Thou lovest righteousness, and 
hatest wicked'llesS': therefore God, thy God, hath anointed. 
thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellowsp" . 

We speak of ·the g'lladiness of rChristmas, of its exhuber~ 
ant joy. 'We wish each other "A Merry Christmas", or 
"A Happy Christmas". Of what value is it all? . It could 
not be even possible were it not true that the One Whose 
birth we eeleb-rate was born to ,be King. I say, there is 
that great' truth 'in the gospel, and we must never forget 
that power, that unlimited power-we call it omnipo
tence! We fill our mouths with great words which we 
do not understand; and talk about divine 'almight~ness. 
,But whatever word you employ, you must remember that 
the ,power, the majesty oJ Deity, is in the gospel, that 
the gospel is a revelation, a self-disclosure,. an unveiling, 
not merely of a little Child, but of One Who from all 
eternity to all eternity, was and is a King, sovereign 
over f;111. . 

You say, "Did ,He not co~e to ,be a Saviour?" Yes; 
my friends, 'but He ~ould\ never have beim a Saviour if 
He had not been a King. :I love to mark the steps of 

I His triumphal m'arch, how everywhere, by the exercise 
of His own inherent power, 'He compelled! every realm in 
which He operated to recognize His inherent kingliness: 
"Whatsoever he saith unto you,' do it", said Mary His, 
mother-herself wondering and worshipping this 'S'on of 
hers, Who as yet she did not understand. And they ·did 
as they, were told, andr' all the processes of nat~re were 
abbreviated;' accelerated, and; as someone has said, "The 
conscious 'water saw'its Lord and blushed." 'He was the 
King W'ho' could make, by His own poweI:,' even as He 
made all things by the word of His omnipotence, the 
best of all wine, and ministered the superlative, the su
preme gladne-ss to the feast. Jesus is everywhere King, 
. ,"What manner of man' is this. that ev;en the Winds and 
the sea obey him?" Ah, you Evolutionists!, lAre there 
any here who think oJ IGod as a remote Fi'gure, who think 
of the Creator as though by His own act, if you *ill, an 
act of' self-exclusion, He had, removed Himself from the 
crea ted order ? Not at all! ,He that is born King by 
the 'lJerJ/ fact 'of His b'irth proves to an inrelligent mind 
--':'1 use the strongest language I . know-absolutely dem
onstrate/! the truth'that the e'lJOlutionary hypothesis .is 
ne'IJer anything better than the philosophy of fools. He 
is born King......:.and in the world that He made shows 
Himself sovereign of aU powers which radiate from His 
own Personality-demonstrates the falsity of' any mech
anistic view of the universe. A personal, transeendent, 
Will is 'regnant in the' universe. He is bor:p. King, the 
w()rld is not without a King! In 'His name I affirm it,! 
So was it all through life, and even in death: Indeed it 
waS' in the beginnin'g, it is now, and ever shalI 'be, world 
without end" Amen. 

.r:I have seen His Majesty, King George, ride in state. 
Very 'splend'ii:l! And, b~cause of his position, of all. 
that he.:.is, I frankly can. say I am 'conservative enough 
to glory in It. . And when I heard' people '. all. over the 
world this morning :sing "God save our' g'lracious Kin'g", 

my heart sang, it too. And when I heard His Majesty 
wish all: his people a Happy Chr.istmas, a·nd quoted the 
word of ',God, I said, "·God save the King, 'God bless him; 
'10ng may he reign!" But King Geo,rge was never attended ' 
by sual circp.mstances of royalty, by such accompani
ments' of kingship, as was the Babe of Bethlehem; and 
when at last He came to the eross, when He yielded' His 
hands and feet to the nails, and suffered them to lift Him 
up at the p'lace calIed Calvary, and all nature acknowl
edged His \ supremacy, the sun exchanged at noon His 
wonted bridal vestments for the mourning robes of night, 
the constellations fprmed in funeral procession, and the 
whole earth trembledr with emotion as the God-man 
yielded up His life,-and there above the cross written 
by human hand, ·but sovereignly directed by a power that 
was from above, tnere--had men but eyes to see it-it 
was written:'''This is ~he King". And Pilate said, ''W:hat 
I have written, I have 'written" because another Hand 
had written it. He was ,always a King. ' 

'At the place called Calvary, as the King, in person, He 
went forth to do battle against our enemy. They said 
to David: "Thou art wQrth ten thousand of us." Angels 
might have said that to the Man on Calvary. alI the 
inhabiters of earth might well have said,: "Thou art 
worthy of all of us"-for He was! Notwithstanding, 
single-hand'ed in His own proper Person He subdued all 
o'ur foes: ' 

"'H!l'heH in hell laid low, 
Made sin, He sin o'erthTeW; 

, Bowed to the grave destroyed it so,' \ 
' And death, by dy-ing,·slew." 

He was born to ·be King: HaIlelujah! 
'But you sky, Was 'He not born to b"e Saviour? Did He 

not -come to die? I answer: He died as a King ~o 
was monarch of the universe. He d'ied as a King Who 
was greater than alI human po~entates, who could, have 
no power against Him, save what was given them; and 
even the king' of terrors was subiect to His sceptre. Oh, 
for power to sing the praises of the King! 'He died as a 
King? Yes, How better· could He show His power than 
by thus provid·ing amnesty for His foes. You must not 
think of Jesus as an unwilling Lamb led' to the slaughter, 
but· as a mighty warrior-King celebrating His sovereign 
power 'by an act or'sovereign grace, dying the just for· 
the unjust' to bring them to God. Oh, rebellious men! 
presume not upon the tender mercies of God, nor think· 
that in this economy 'God! has laid His sceptre ·by. 

III. 
And! what is grace? Infinite tenderness? Yes. The 

compassions of God? Yes; but more than that: gl"ace 
is another name for God, as we 'have so often said in 
this place. Someone may say a certain thing is ari act 
of grace. WeIl, grace a,s applied to mere men is one 
thing, but the grace of God is something vastly different. 

. I would proclaim the grace of God, p~eaeh it to everyone 
if' I could;. But it must be remembered' that it is said of 
grace, that grace reigns. Grace is representative of 

\power, of might, of majesty. But 'what is grace? Grace 
is the fullest manifestation of the glory of God seen by 
men or angels. 'Grace 'is all the attributes of Deity com
biried and in redeeming exercise. Grace is the despair 
of 'heIl, the wQnder of earth,' and the glory of !leaven,' 
I will sIng of grace, but it shall be'gI"ace! 'Grace cradled 
in a man'ger, dying on the cross, bursting the bands of 
death, rend~ng the heavens, 'and sitting on a throne! 

/' 
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'That is grace! Grace does not -beg' as.a 'pau~er; grace But~there is a realm in which we miuJt be kings, or we 
'. qoes nol kneel as a suppliant:, 'GRACE REIGNS.!' Oh, hear cannot be. happy. There can 'be no happy Christm~s In 

': .. ··i~, :ye .rebel,s, who dare'longer to strive'! Hear it, yeo the last-analysis of things for anyone.who is not a kiIig. 
. despairing souls 'in 'bond'age heIdi! 1 Hear it, ye devils in . No 'happy Ghr,istmas for- /:1. slave, 'a' serf, the -man whQ, 

the ,caverns of darknes.s,~, and hear it ye angels, t-~m-d. oh, has no .!!ceptre, no' power to' do the thing that ought to ,', 
b,elp'me,to proclaim it! Grac~ re'igns'''through right,eons- be done!, Yo·u· would' send your 'presents, if you could;· 
ness un~o-eternal-life -by Jesus 'Christ our, Lord"! I .. to/men. behind iron bars .. Feed them well, give them 
proclaim the birth ~f One 'born to be King, of. a King turkey, and ev~rythin'g. else that they cQuld eat. But~ I 
tr~u~phant in ;edeem!ng,love. '. " will veptul'e to say ,that ~ny on.e of them woul.d say, "Yo~ . 

And there ~s noth~ng you need SQ mu,ch, o;s a K'/,ng~ may have, all these presents If .only you wIll open the' 
A Saviout:,' y!>u say? 'But no one could be your 'Saviour, doors and ~et ine be f:ree, that I may feel that once again 
who could not be your King .. What is wrong with your I am a man." ., . ,. 
Hfe?' Every field! is sown, with tares,every city 'beseiged-, In the beginning' when ·God had!' made this glorious 
~very power 'held in :bo~dage more ,or 'lesS' complete. No, 'eart~, 'He 'mad'e' His' Qwn creature, bearing His image 

. one Gould be your Sav,lOur who was not able to 'break and likeness, and He put a sceptre in hi!! llands, and a 
the ~ower of cancelled sin, an!i! set the prisoner free. -crown upon his brow, and He 'said: ''liave dominion"; 

Ideneial ,Gordon was a ."good man, a godly. mll;n. He: "Thou' ma,dest him to. have domini~n". Ori'ginally we 
put 'aside his sword. ; he carrieil but a little ·cane ,for a were aU intended to 'l}e. kings; But, alas! we have lost 
long, time .. And so he went to Khartoum. I remember our crowns; like' the Kaiser' at Doorn, we have· been 
r.eading, as a little boy, of the martyrdom of Gordon in kings' in exi.1e, with no liberty to go .• home, and all our 
Khartoum. - "Gordon died, and Khartoum was· sli'lit up, 'k~ngliness must be viewed in retrospect. ' 
and the British' residents were ~aptives ror weary years: . /But: there may 'be a happy Christmas for us; for there 

- 'Then they.sent a man'to Egypt called! Herbert Kitchenel'. is joy. apd gladness in "that higher'moral and' spiritual 
He was an engineer, a soldier. His name ceased to ap~ realm which surpasses. everything that belongs to the 

'pear in the papers: he 'was fo·rgotten. And he began to visible and' temporaI.' 
buH.d a ra~lway> ~nd"to,m,ove inch· by inch, m.ile by mile, . Ca,n ~e become kiings afJ'fltin? If-so, how shall we be~ 
untIl he laId a ra~lway acrO,ss ~he desert, and to the gB;tes come kings r By what means can the crown again be 

, of 'Khart?um, whIch ,should brmg t? .bear up~n that Clt~- fashio'ne~, 'and the. scep'tre restored. to our impotent 
del of evIl;'all ~he. mI~ht of the BrItIsh EmpIre. ' By thIS hand's? How can that be Qjop.e?, The same principle holds. 
means he. b.roke, smashed" destroyed the 'power of the We must ask again: "Where is he . that is horn king" ,. 
~~h?ians and set. the pi'ison~r ·free .. "A pi~ture .of .~'E!- :(or' .. those qualities that will give us power, prominence: 
~Ivermg grace! Steady, per~Is~ent! }rresJstlbl~, mVIn~-' and, u"Itimately, preeminence in the'lII,oral and spiritual' 
I'ble, ~t last H,e d.e,stroyed prl~clpahtlE~s and powers, trl- realm, are qualities whiCh ~elong to birth, and can never. ' 
umphmg over them, and .makmg a show of them op,enly, by, any 'human 'process be .acquired, "Marvel not that I 
Because ~e was bQrn a KlI~g. . said unto thee"-said .He,Who was born King-"ye must 

'Oh, yes, sing f?f grace! 'But let it be triumphant, un- '~e born again," 
daunted', invincible, grace: "Grace reigns throu'gh right- . ,Oih', th~t is' the ,message of Christmas, that we may 
eQusness unto eternal life .by Jesus :Christ 'our Lo:r:d·." be, born again, and bqrn kings, tp.at'all our kingly powers 

IChristmas means more than' toys tied on Christm~s may' be, ~ommunicated 'to us from Him Who I is born 
trees. Christmas means more than a ,lot of pleasant King-not of the Jews only, but of the "'Gentiles, for 
greetin'gs, lovely as they are.' We wish our friends a "there 'is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor un
Merry Christmas. .I have, no doubt, when 'His Majesty 'l:circumcision, 'Barbarian, Scythian, bond! .no,:!:'· free:' but 
the King said'this morning-:-he 'spoke as a· father of a Christ is all, and in aH"-we are all born to be kings. _. 

, family-that he wish'ed! all his people a happy Christmas, ·!.And such as 'are born to be 'kitn"gs Will have a kingdom." 
I 'have no. doubt that even' the 'king said in his ·heart: Some years ago I was entertained for a' short. period' in 

. "I :w.ish I had power to make t~at wish an .effectual wish,. one of the old castles, ·in Ireland, by an Irish noblem~n. 
to. end everybody's hunger and . unemployment, to dz:y As we went up 'the old oa"ken staircttse that had stood 
everybody's tea·rs, 'and to. make everyone throughout the Ifor more than a, thousand' years, and saw the old castle 
empire really happy." But/the wish of "this great King as·it had sto"bd in the ,days of King John,' when ,in that 

, Whom ,'I proclaim is more than a wish: it is a command. place he received the Irish barons, this .good'man ."said,' 
. It has power in it,' for our graCious Lord is born to be "I want "you to see my children." He had' thre~ lovely , 

King, an'd. He is Ki,ng, He has not laid' His sceptre ~y~ little 'chfldren, an~ one of them was wakened! up 'py his 
. 'nurse, and brought out to see us. He was only a little 

. '. 'IV. .' 6 fellow, and. he
l 
~me rubbing· his eyes' like any other 

IBUT WHAT Is THE 'SIGNIFICANCE OF IT ALL? WHAT 'Is . chUd, for he had. not had hi~ sleep out. As he came down 
THE .ApPLICATION? Would you like to ,be, a king? 'I do; . the stairs ~oldiD'g his mother"s hand .he'·began ,to cry, 

. nqt. mean ,to live in an earthly palace. ,Would you like' to .. and she .aaia', "You must not cry, for if you do I- wi~1 tell 
be a man o'f some great d!istinction, and 'enjoy that fame the kjng abo!J.t ,you!' She then turnedl to.me and said, . 

. 'which Pope describe~ as "~ fa:ncied life in \ othe~s" '~e ar,e to entertain' ex-King ,Man?el. to-morrow," eX-' 
~reath".?', If everyone spo]re well of you you would wel- . kmg M'anuel of Portuga1. The .!'lx-kmg!, Ah, the world 
come such kindly speech, would you not? Oh,. how. we like is full of' ex-ki~g~. W. e are l!Il' ex-kings, without., any . 
to have our praises sung in a ver,y small circle sometimes! kingdiom, ~ut bemg b<;lrn agaIn we may hear one say: 
So vll-in .. are ,we! But, my dear friends, that does not mat- "Fear l].ot,little flock; for it is your Father's good plea-, 
ter so very much, 'whether we are men of achievement- . sure to give you the kingdom." You shall n~t oJlly have 
it is well' to do gooq', of course--:.-but I mean it is relativ~ly a crown' and' a sceptre,. but. a kingdom as well, 'for by the, 
unim~r~ant whether ,w.e 'b~come pr?minent 'in this life. resurrection of Jesu~ .Chrlst from the dead we are' be-.· . 
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gotten unto a liying hope' .~by the resurl"ection of. Jesus, 
Chri~t . from the dead, to' a1;1. inheritance, incorruptible, 

, and· undefiled, anli that. fadeth not away, reserved in 
heaven for youP: That is th.e destip.y of all of us, to come 
to the kingdom, to live in a palace, to wear a crown, to 
sit upon a. throne. In the las't book of the BIble one who 
'had ~een parta~er of that abouncting grace, giying all 
honour and glory. to Him Who was born to be king, 
exclaimed: "Unto him that loved us, and washed us ·from· 
oul' sins in his own blood,. and .hath made us kings and 
priests unto God and his ,Father; ta him be glory and 
dominion for' ever and. ever, Amen:".' . ' 

May God' give' us; by His 'gr~~'e, a happy 'Christmas here, 
and a still· happier Christmas in the unendi~g hereafter! . 

, 
THE. "KINDLY VEIL 

If I could dr~w the curtain back, • 
'If I coul<J se~ beyond to-day, 

. . What things are waiting in the way-.:....; 
. The measured providential track . 

" Which my reluctant feet must tread; 
If I could feel each rugged"ttone, . 

lAnd weight the burdens I must bear, 
The sigh, the sorrow, and the tear, 

Which are reserved for. me alone, 
'My spi,rit would be slain with drjilad .. 

. . 

. Or could I drive. the mists away, . 
.' 'And see afar through storin and night, 

Behind 'the shadow see the light, . 
. And, ill-content with Cod's to-day, 

U I could' steal t9-morrow's joy;- . 
If all the ~eeds whi~li. Love liath ca'st, ' 

Which grow to ,beauty in the gloQm, 
[Could suddenly unfold "in bloom, 

And night without a dawn be past, 
, '!he ligh~ and beauty would destroy, , 

I'd rather meet the day unknoWn, 
" . 'Assured my'life, divinely' planned. 

Unfolded by'a wQunded Hand, . 
Will be with· glory Q.vershone 

, . 'When perfected the clouds· above. 
'I see to-day the S'hade and shine, Q 

Tempered by twilight and'the dawn, 
L'ife's web witli skilful fingers drawn; 

Where .tr~th ap.d mercy intertwine, ' 
And know the Weaver',s name is Love. 

, \ . 

COMPLETE IN CHRIst. 
,Christ .crucified is the centr~ point in wpich all the 

lines of ~evarigelical, truth meet and are united,. There is 
not a doctrine in the Scriptures' but what .bealls an im
portant relation to it. ,Would ,we u,ndlerst~nd the glory 
of' the divine character and government 1, It is seen in 
perfection "in the face of Jesus. Christ". Woul'!! we learn 
the evil of sin, and 'our perishing cond'ition. as sinners? 
~a'Ch is man~feste'cf. in His sufferinS's. AIl the bleS'Sings 
of grace,ait.d 'glory are gi~en us in Him, and for His sake, 
P,racticaf religion finds its. mosi powerful motives in'His 
dying love. -r,hat doctrine of which Ch~ist is not the 
sum and su'bstance is not the gospel, and that morality 

'which h~s 'no :relation'to Him, an'd :which is not enforced 
oil evangelicill principles, is not ;Christian, but ~eathen. 

, " --'ANDREW FULLER 
• ..' Q • 
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HOW TO USE.A MIRROR 

~ Sermon by the Pastor,. Dr. ·T. T. Shields' 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, 
'Sunday· Morning, September 1st; 1929 , . 

,('SteriographicaltyReported) , 
• ,I • 
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~':]~ut !be ye dOCl'rs of the 'Word, and not hearers only, de-
ceIvmg your own selves. • - '. 
, "ror if, any be a hearer 'Of the word, and 'not a doer, 
·he is like unto a man beholding, his natural face 'in a 
glass:· . , '. . .' 

. "lfor ,he 'beholdeth himself, and goeth 'his 'Way; and 
s'trmghtway forgetteth what· manner of. man he waS. . 

"But whoso looketh'into the perfect i1:ilw of Uberty, and 
contihueth tnerein, 1ie being not a forgetful 'hearer"but a. 
doer of. the work, this man shall Ibe Messed in his deed." 

, ~ames 1:22-25. , . . , 

THE .letter of James,tas you wili havjil observed in yoU'r 
morning study, 'is an intenselY practical epistle, " 'It . 

is nQt:a book ·to he, stored away on your library shelf, 
'but,a guide'bopk,to be carried. with you on·the.road, ,It 
is not to be regard'ed as. a book that should be daintily 
bound in mQrocco . for carrying to church on,Sunday. and 
then forgotten until the Sunday following. It is rather 
Iil!:e a telephone directory,. Qr a street directory ,or a' 
cost dlirectory, such ag you use in your' office; or. 'ih 'fact, 
any kind! of book for the office, or. the shop, ,or the home, 
the purpose of which is to: instruct you as to how to get 
the day's work I\roperly d9ne. The eplstle of James is in 
perfect agreement' with every other part· of the Bible; 
witp. this passa,ge. for instance: "T.his is a faithful ·say
jng. an,d these .things I will that·thou affirm constantly; 
that th'ey which have believed in God might be careful to 

: maintain good, works," 'The Ap6stle James emphasizes the 
importarice of ;works as the evidence, the fl'Uit, of faith .. 

I desire to turn this scripture to some practical account 
this ,morning, Our -tex~ gives us a description· of the, . 
Word of God, It describes it as "the perfect law of 
Hperty",. and then. haying described its 'character. it 
prescribes ·its use as a mirror. Then it tells us some
tliing of the benefits ·to be derived thereby: the man' who 
thus makes the use of the .Word of the Lord will not be . 
a hearer only' but will be a doer of the. Wor.d; he will 
reduce -its' principles to' practice, and, in the doing of 'it '. 
hewiU find the supreme bl~ssing ofUfe, 

'I: 
'Here, then, we hil~e THE WORD' OF ·GOD DESCRffim as 

'-'tne'perfect l~w .of liberty". We hear of many kiIids of 
liberty nowadays, Liberty i!3 the great desideratum., The 
Great' War was fought from the allied side, we say
and I hope it is true, I believe it is-for the maintenance 
of .the world:'sli1;lerties:. ~~~re hearing just now in 
Toronto, much' talk. aboiit;~~iberty" 'andr a:bout: "free 
speech". But' this is not n~w. The anti-prohibitionist 
objects to prohibition because. forsoot}l, it, interf~res 
with his ,"personal liberty". ;He' JIlust be free ~o stagger 
down the street aJ}d jostl~ everybodly:---,throw his cigarette 
-into I,l gasoline tank if he wants to, while under "Gov
ernment 'Control". We have heard much also about aca- I 

demic liberty-"academic freedom'.~ is the precise phrase. 
The professor" is engaged to serve a certain., college or 
university, The college professes to exist for certain 
clearly defined purposes, but Mr. Professor' de~andlil 
for himself 'what he calls "academic, freedom" !He de
mands that he ·be left "f.ree" to use his position as he 
likes;' he .will be 1;lound by nQ ()bjectiv~~tandarq~; and . '.' 
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. he. 'will be resPonsible' to 'no one but his own sweet self. art. It was the product of the human hand" and was 
He must be "free", although his fr.eedom, like that of beautifully done. 
the drunken incendiary, destroy the institution he is en- 'Hands may not be much to look at, some of them at 
gaged to serve. . . least, but they are wonderfully useful. And how freely 

Well, it, is very desirable that we should have liberty. we can use it! Did you ever see Padoerewski plaYl?' I did 
Political freedom is a ne~essity. Then if we do not not say, DId you ever hear him ? I said, Did you ever see 
approve the principles of the government of the day we him? It is. one thing to hear him: it is another thing to 
can work to secure a change .. That is a. great privilege, see him. I both ·saw and'heard him play in London last 
is it not? We must have liberty to effect such changes October, by the courtesy of'a friend,. He is about seventy, 
in our. environment, as changing circumstances may but his fingers flew over the keys so ranidlyone could 
require. . novsee them. The dexterity of the man was marvellous. 

;We all del!ire liberty. But the word! "liberty" needs as he struck that keyboard,. and thriIled _ the great audi
accurate ~efinition; and our text defines it. It implies ence with the harmonies he ·produced,: You may have· 
that true liberty is a condition of life which 'is' sUbject your player-pianIOs if you .like" but give me Paderewski; 
to law. Liberty is not license; it is not lawlessness; it is.... give me someone wbo can play with his· hands .. I "like to 
not freedom to go, and do, and say, whatever your par- see a man whose'handls are free. Yes', but they a.re free 
ticular will may dictate. 'Liberty. finds ita highest per- only in the sense that they are' subject to law. You can
fection in o1;>edience to the most perfect· 'law; and the not bend! your fingers' backward, ,if you are properly 
word of God is described as "the law of .liberty".· J. made.· . 

Children find! it difficult to learn that lesson. ' Their lOur freedom in ev.e~ departm~nt of life, whether 
idea of freedlOm is, that they be perm'ttild t'o be a·law physical, .mental, or moral, consists· in obedience to law . 

. unto the~selves. And many ·people are merely ,grown It does ·not mean self-\\jll and: self-indulgence. There is 
up children. I heard a little boy say, shaking off his no true liberty in any department 'of life that is not an 
fathe~'s restraint, "Let me go on my own"-and older expression of law. . 
jleopie .. p~efer .to "go on their own".. But, my frien.d-s, 'And that law of liberty must be an inward law. ~ It is . 

. there is no liberty in that direction. Liberty is condi- not wholly ob'jective; but it is partly so. Why "is the 
tiO,ned upon obedience to law in all realms. locomotive engine so helpless when off the track?· Be-

l ha:ve never ol1tgrown my. childish interest and ad- cause its weight, its own internal mechanism, its con
miration for a locomotive engine. When I was a little stitution, is deSigned to operate in harmony ,with an ob
boy; a train was to me the most wonderful thing; and jective law. 'The inner law .of its own being, if II ·may so 
even an aeroplane or a Zeppel-in can: scarcely comPete s'ay, must co-operate with a law without-the steel rails 
with it to this day. I love to see a monster engine being upon which it moves, and only as these two are brought 
groomed for a journey. :1 travel a little, and at every together, ·and the engine works in obedience to both, is 
opportunity, ~here there is a long enough stop, I get out it free. The 'same is true of every machine, of every or
of the train and walk up to see the engine 'by which it ganization, ancl of every organism. There is an inward '0 
is pulled, just to look at it, and marvel at its latent pow- f l'f h t b b' dI t f 
ers. What wonders it can accom:pIish! And to 'see it .law 0 I e ,t at mus .. e 0 eye or we are no ~ee. 
running, to see those mighty wheels flying around, puU- 'Our favourite .mustratio~ of perfect freedom,. is the 
ing thoJlsands of tons across the continent at the rate bird that flies. We. say o·f .somebody that he is just 
of a 'mile a.ininute, what an' inspiring sight!· How free "as free as -the bird that flies". I was coming out of 
that piece of machinery.seems to be! With what perfect my house the other day, and I saw a robin7"but it was 
precision it works.! It seems to work with complete free- not flying; it was hopping across the road as fast as 
d t 't l'b . b it could go,' but it could not fly. Why? There was 
om; ye I s I erty conSIsts in its 0 edience to law .. There nothing without the. bird itself' to .prevent its flying; 

is no 'more helpless thing in the world than a locomotive 
engine off the track. It cannot move its own ponderous the air was free. 'But on~ wing was hanging down. I 
body: nor can men move it 'without some mighty mech- do not know how it was injured, 1;>ut the poor ·creat.ure 
aniesl aid!'-' " had broken one of its wings; it was hanging impotel)t 

The same is true of the car you dirve. i have heard by its side. 'Because it could! not fly with one wing, it 
people say, "Street car tracks ,are a nuisance in a big was not free to fly at aU, because, while there was an 
city, -I wish they would tear :them up: 'Busses can go . external free~ni,' while ther~ was opportu~ity' en~ugh, 
wherever they like." .Can, they? I do not. want to be y~~ at. some pomt the law.of Its phYB,Ical ~emg_ had ~een 
on one when it goes· wherever it likes! If it is to serve' .vlOla~ed. Because.of that Its free~om had been curtade~, 
any useful purpose,' ,and if it is.to·be free to go from and mstead.ofbemg free to fly m the upper sp~ces, It 
its point of departur.e to its predetermined! terminus, was ~ble only ~!> hop across the ·road. I was 'af~~dthat 
~hen' from one point to the oth~r it must be ~bsolutely ;. ~ SWIftly paSSII,lg motor car woul? overtak~ It be!ore 
subject to law; and only as it is so can it be free. It . got to the SIdewalk the poor. blr~ was lIke a lIttle 

.1 saw a man· engaged!' the other day' on a verr par- '. chIld at the ·mercy of the paS81ng machmes .. 
ticula·r piece" of work and I marvelled at his manual . Oh, no, my trieitds, we shall.not. find liberty in obey'-
dexterity, at the way' he used his: fingers. I said to ing our own wills.' , 
him, '''After' all, there has been no ,improvement upon ·W.hat is the "law of liberty"? There are many laws. 
that first machine, the human hand·, has there?" I was You .wouldllike to make your .own law, each would like 
in Be1fast, Ireland, some yeal'S ago as the guest of a' to make a law for himself;· and th~ last law that unre- . 
great linen manufacturer, and!. as I was going away ,he generate people are ·willing to obesrve is the law of this 
gave me some'valuable 'Irish linen. handlkerchiefs. He' Book. Its prohibitions and inh'ibitions are sometimes' 

. ,told me that. no machine ha.di touched, them from the 'sp'oken of as "blue laws". I'saw in one of our papers last 
flax in the field till they became a finish~d dainty ~abric, week an editorial, headed by a quotation from somebody" 
which was a work not of scienc~ only but of consu·mmate I do not know who the.genius Was, but the quotation 
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was this, "I spent a week in Toronto one Sunday"! The and which road. was properly -paved. I wanted to know 
thing' that made Toronto so dull and dreary, and the the shortest distance between two points, andl the safest 
passing of its hou·rs so slow, was that a good many things tOQ." You looked up your guide-'book because you did not 
were permitted in other cities were not practised here; know. You know something, but th~re were some things 
and it was an edlitorial plea for "libei-ty". It dlependis on you di!l not know, aJld so you consulted a book to find 
what you mean I by liberty, what law is going to govern Qut, because it described a territory into which you were 
you. Let me as~, 'To whose biw must tha.t- robin be to ma1l:e an excursion. You wanted to know hQw to go, 
subject if it is still to fly as God meant it to fly in the so you obeyed the book, and you came on paved roads. 
air? What Jaw must be obeyed? It must obey the la{v How dlid you get along? "Splendidly, thank you." No 
of its own physical being. Who gave it that law? Whence acciden'ts? "No." Didl you get on any rough roads? 
came that law? "Do not err, my beloved brethren", says "No." Any ditches? "No, we came right through without 
this very. chapter,·"every good gift and every perfect gift any trouble at all." Why did! the traveller experience no 
is from above.~' That bird's p,hysical constitution is from trouble? Because he had sense enough to do as he wa,s 
above, and, for it, the perfect law of liberty is the law Qf told!: he consulted his guide-book. And that is exactly 
its own being, whicll ,God gave it. If it is violated at what the Bible is: it is a "perfect law of ljberty"; there
any 'Point, its- freedom is diminished, its liberty curtailed. fore, if you would have the largest- freedom, do as the 

'In spite oft all that the human mind may say about the Bihle. teaches, do as the Word of God dlirects. 
Bible, it is the "perfect law of liberty". It tells us how 'So milch for the description of the Word. The .Bible 
to live; and! it tells us' that if we would have perfect free- Ought not to be bound in blue covers, nor must everyone 
d'om, and enjoy liberty to the full, the precepts and prin- who tries to. translate its prec~pts into 'action neces'sarily 
ciples of God's Word must become incorporated into our wear a long face. On the_ contrary, obediience to the prin
own life, 'given effect in our own characters and conduct; ciples of the Bible will give the greatest freedom, and the 
and in the measure in which --we' ourselves become the largest possible measure of enjoyment of life._ 
very incarnati0ns and exemplifications of the high and 
holy principles of this Book, in that measures we shall be 
free men and women.' The truest freedoni, the richest 
and the largest liberty, will be ours as we are brought 

- into SUbjection to the p'rinciples of the Word of God. 
That -applies t6 the whole man. The bi-rdl of my ob

servation, so -far as I was able to see, was' alI right on 
one sidle, but it was all wrong on the oth.er side; and 
because it was lopsidled it could not . fly at all. We are 
more than flesh and blood. , The kingdom of 'Go~ is not 
meat and drink. The whole problem of life has not been 
solved when a man has found an answer to the question, 
"What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Where
withal shall we be clothed?" The life is more than meat, 
and the bodly than raiment. We are something more thim 
animals. '''Man shall not live by bread'alone." We have 
minds, and we mus't find a law not merely fo·r our physi
cal natur·e: there must be a law, which will -govern our 
thi~king as well. - Our thinking must be under control, 
every thought brought into "capt'ivity, to the obedJience 
of Christ."- There must .be law in the intellectual realm 
if there is to be liberty. 

The same is true of our moral and spiritual nature: 
"I -pray God," said the Apostle, "your whole spirit and 
soul. llPnd bodly be preserved blameless unto the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ." The Word of God is a per
fect law for the physical nature, for the inteilectual life, 
and for the moral and spIritual realm; in-all these de- -
partments _of our being the principles and precepts of the 
Word must govern, and in obedience to their behests-
shall we enter iIito the largest liberty. . 

IThat isa definition· of the Word of God. I come back 
to what I said in the beginning, it is a guide-book. ·There 
may be some visitors here this morning who come from 
a far country-but you are not necessarily prodigals on 
tha:t . account ! PeI1laps you have come from the United 
States .. You came 'over strange roads, and' you did not 
consider that it was any abnegation of your rig'hfs, or 
that it necessarily '-involved ·some ignominious su·rrender 
of your ibteliectuar-~powers, when you opened your guide
book and said, "Now, what road leads to Toronto?" Why 
dlo yop want to know a,bout the roads? "Becaus~" you 
say, -"I wished -to know .what road lay in that diirection, . . 

II. 
How ARE WE TO USE THE BIBLE? We are to use it as 

a mirror. Is there anyone who does not know how to 
use a looking-glas's? You -boys and girls understand this 
scripture tho-roughly, do you not? I • _ 

·There are some people who use the Bible to look at 
other people, they really do t A pastor told me some years 
ago that he had a very stingy man in his congregation. 
That was quite unusual, of course, but he had! He said 
the man was rich, but he gave little. He said, "I made 
up my mind. that I would prepar~ a ·s'ermon especially.for 
his benefit.- I spent a long time getting ready for that 
.Sunlft!y morning, I prepared myself as thoroughly as I 
knew how, and I said, 'If he can stand this, he can stand 
anything, but I shall surely show him U'P this morning, 
and make him 'feel his dlefects.', So the great m()rning 
came, and I preached with all my might-just as I had 
prepared to preach. . And that brother sat down there 
-with folded arms, and .beamed on .me as though he had 
never heardi a sermon that he ·enjoyed so much! He 
did not put any more money in the collection plate th,at 
morning; but ~t the closti of the sermon he,came up to 
me, took me by both hands, gave me a hea-rty shake, and 

-said, "Pastor, that was the finest sermon I ever' heard 
you preach. I am so gladi Mr. So-andHSo was here!" 

That is how and why some people use the Bibl'e; they 
are able to diescribe everyone but themselves. But that 
is not what you use a mirror for. You. look into a look
ing-glass to see 1/ourself. I know the Germans used one 
upside down, and obliquely set, 'periscopicalIy, so that 
they could keep out of the way and' yet look out of the 
top. But ordlna-ry people look into the glass to see what 
they 100'k 'like! That is what the Bible is for. Do not 
spi·ritualize it .unnecessarily; db not rob it of its plain 
and practical teaching. 'What do you do 'in_ the morning 
when you get up?' You look into that glass to see your
self as you are, in order- that you make yours-elf suUi
ciently respectable for other people to see you. You comb 
your hair, put on your collar and! tie; and after you have 
stood before the glass for -a little while you are pre
pared to go out into the larger world, and!- say, 'Good 
mo~ning'. IBut you would not like to do that without 
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first Jof all looking :into the glass to behold your natiiral. you receIve your rebuke, th~t cutting, .searching word 
,face. # • • '. ..,' " from the Lordi that . says/to us, '''Wal!lh you, make you 

., . 'That is how. we ought to u.se the Bible. ,We should' clean" 1- Do you. go to the, Bible for that? . 
, ask ours'elves, "What '~ust it tell me to-day?'· What. cor- : For' what do people go t~. 'Church?' 1 expect· theY at 

recti on in life, an{l condtuct is necessary' to-d'ay?" ~ t ,will least hope that the' minister will' administer some sort of 
profit us to so' use the Bible morning 'and everiing, anq ',a sed1ative. If he does, they go home saying, "Was not 
as often as possible. You ought to have a good wash. that ,lovely? 1 feef ever ,so' much 'better than 1" did; ·be-

, before you go to bed! You ~ought to have' everYthing' fore.". Well, some times you lmay be justified,in ~ueh 
settied, for the day. ,I~ you use the B,ible like that it mar ,feelings; but very, often we need a stimulant, we need 
show you some things tha:t are not very pleasant"'-:"that some corrective word that will say to us wit~ respect to 
is, when it 'showl!! 'You yourself., But you should not shun some· things,. "Thou'spalt not", or "Thou shalt". And 
the mirror on that account. that is 'how the Bible will .speak to you' if you 'listen. 
: 'l'here are' some people who frequently have· their por-, We, are to "grow in grace, 'and in the, knowledge of our 

traits taken.: 'I get a magazine jointly eli'ited by two Lord an,d Saviour Jesus Christ." ,I I 
'gentlemen; and 1 think t~ere. never has been a' single 'But, 'obsetve, ,we are qot ~nly to look at the Bible: we 
issue· that has contained less' than two portraits of each . 'are to look into the' Bible: There ,are m~ny people ~ho 

· of theni! I am half inclined to write a little editorial look into·the B'ible as some tourists go sight-'seeing. They 
note in THE GOSPEL WITNESS, .saying l' had received'the go to the B~itish Museum, up the front steps, into the 
'personal album 'of Mr, ,So-andJ ... So a.nd' Mr, So-and-So~ QaUs, loo'k aroundi, and say, '~Good bye".' They only look 

· They seem ;to think 'that.' everyone 'warits .to'see them! at it: they do· no't look into it. That is not the way to' 
They are' like a politician'I' oIl,.ce heard. 'I will' not tell read the Bible. We ,are not only to look into it, but to get 

'you who he was,· but he was Prime Minister of the Dom- as clos'e to it as we possibly can. You must .get the re-' 
inion of Canada many years ago. 1 happened to be in a flected image as close as poss'ible to' yourself .. Looking.
certain town 'where he was speaking, and thel'e was' such at the Bible from a d~stance is like lookihg at a mirror 

"a crowd of people who wanted to see pim that he' had to from ·a d'istance. You wiJ.I see no marks of age, you will . 
go out into a pa.rk .. First of ail. he spoke in a place of mis's the faithful reflection of "the old man". Get a little 
limited capacity;. and this is what he'said, "I am very clo,ser: ,It will not hurt you sometimes when you look 
sorry,' my friends, that Uie thousand's of people who have into the mirror to put your glasses on so, that ·you· may 
assembled to-day, cannot hear what I have to say. 1 shall see the wrinkles there-'and other things, which may in-' . , 

, say a few word's to' you, and.after th'at ,we shall go out 'd!icate the ascendancy of "the old man'~ in youI' life. 
· to the park, for if the people' cannot hear me, 1 am re- 'And we are to look: into the· Bible so that it will searCh 

, sO'lved that they shall see me." And see ~im they did!' out our' mot'ives, the springs of action.' Sometimes.' it 
· But they did :,rlOt v.o~E) for him a~. the ~en~ral election. wi'll m,ke us feel so contemptible that-w~ shall ~ant to 

'Now, my frlendis, more people WIll, be msplredi by look- run away and see no one' for ,a week untll we have had 
" ing at us if nrst of an we'get a good square 'look at our- time to make some crooked things straight. T1;J.at is what 
, , .'s'elves; 'and there is only one way I· know by which any the Bible is for, 'The mirror pays us no undeserved: com

man can possess that ,power 01 which Bu·rns speaks, to pliment: it is simply a re~.]ection of truth, of fact. And" . 
see' ourselyes, as others see us, or, Which is, more to the . if' there is anything: w,?rthy in the reflection it ·will-. pay 
point, to see ourselves as God sees·us: If we look into·this· you the. compliment; but if there is not, it, will .te'll you 

, .pe·rfect law of liberty" and do it faithfully from a right., the:plain ~acts of the case.' , ' . '., 
'motive, we ar!! likel'y to see a picture that is by' no means Do you now say, "AIJ right, 1 will dfo that; 1 will look 
beautiful. ,When: you' ·get up in, the. morning, and 190k:· 'into t,his' perfect law of liberty, While you have been 
ihto 'your l,ooking-glass, if you dio not see anyth'ing par-. speaking 1 "have t'ho~gllt Qf a certain thing 'which is a ' 
ticutarly attractive; let ~e counsel' you not to tht:ow common 'p,ractice in my life ; ,previously 1 had: not thought 

" 'stones 'at the mirror! It is not the mirror:s fa.uIt: it can there'was allY harm in it; but 1 will loo;k more closely. 
· only reflect, what stands before it. Th.ere are people who i will find out whether. that thing is, by the will of God, 
· tUrn to.th~ Bible and say, "If tbat.is wltat the' Bible permis'sibI'e, Ii will IQok into this perfect law·of.liberty 
,says,t' will not be,Iieve the Bible." They throw stones to ,find! out what I ought to dlo"-"Whoso.Iooketh il1tO the' 
at the mirror! The Bible only tens them what they perfect law of liberty, and continueth thereIn, he lieing 

, are like, it' gives them 'ori·ly ar!!:f.lection of their natural not a forgetful hearer; but a doer of the work, this man 
faces. . shall be blessed il1 his deed."', 

'It is most profitable to ~me to the Word of God to 1 iearned long ago that it was possible to learn some-
receive its rebukes, as ,well as its encouragements.· 1 thing f.rom ever,.ybody. 1 think we ought to make every;- . , 
often, hear people: say, "T have got my promise for the one our teacher, 1 have' seen young ladies with their :van- ' 

. 'd1ay, this morning.", They pulled it out of a ,box' - ,as ity cases, from whom I 'have learned somethingt They, 
though. the Lord were a conjurer! Occasio~al~y He know how to "look into" a mirror, how to .look ip.to it 
will overrule such tr~atment of the Word andi'give' them. Ivery closely-,-andi they know' how to "continue .therein",. 
a me,ssage,'bu't that is' not how the Lordl,Jesus useq the' for they are always at it!. They really are, at hOlD,E), on 
Scripture~ He knew it so wel1 th'a,t when He wanted- others the streelt car, eVerywhere. I was' travelling the other, 
to hear what it· said', ".He found the place where it was' day, and a gentleman sai'dJ'to me, "'Have you marked' the 
~ritten." We ought. to. kno~ our Bibl'e., w:elI eno,!-gh to evolujion 'of. the use o! the mihor~ the powder puff, and 
fmd the place where It IS wrItten; not to do: a co:t:lJurer's the rest of It?" I saut, "I am rather, careful of (the use: 
trick and ,open ,the Bible apd say, "T]lat iii ,what the Lord of that" word! evolution. There is a true evolution, but 
has promised me to-day." . The proper way to iIse the just what do you mean?"" '''Oh,'' he 'said, "the ,ndrror 
Btbl!:l. is to go to it as to a mirror, to lmow.where to find was once used occasionally-:-"and usually where there was 
n. You say" "I got my ~romise this rno'rning"? But d~d ,no ~)1le. to· observe; but ,now it comes out into th~ open 
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quite unashamed .. Look-yonder!" And sure enough there and the' bla~k smud'ge i~ not removed;, they do not im- .. 
was a young lady 'looking . into her mirror. How many prove a bit. They have the' same ugly temper they had 
times sbe did· it that day, I do not know ... I w8,.straveliing' years ago; and it is evident to everyone that they .have . 
on the 'same train, ami it se~med -to me sohe'''continued forgotten wh~t man:t;ler of· men··they are •. There is' only 
therein" ,aU. day.! ':Tbat.may, b~e an excusable bit of vanity. 'one explanatioq: they are"not using the mirl"or. If we 
I am not d~sposed to condelJln it~because, some people would uS'e the ·Bible, and look· into it, 'it' would! correct 
nee~ it! I 'have seen· some people 'whom I "Yould have· uS'; we should ,be more and m;)re IikeChrist:- ~'We all .' 
recommended to use it ofte~er-! There is ,no valid .ob- with open face beholding a,s in a glass the' glory of the 
jection. to our -making the· very' best of ourselves. . Lord, are changed into the same image from glory. to 
. ?Jut it is a useful practlc~ to ca!:ry around! with us an-.· glory/ even a~ by the Spirit of the' Lord.'" iYes, 'He 
other' kind of mirror, and to look into it. You cannot, changes us 'into His own. likeness, .if we ·will but yield' 
10~K into it'too often, .or too long. I ·us~d· to know a man ourselves' to Him. That is the proc;ess of sanctificatiQn; 
'who had two 1p.irrors 'in- the'plllce where he' worked .. He sahctificatio~ is merely God,'s' education; of His childiren,· ' 
wa'S a workman, working at a 'bench, and~ lie had' a'little' of new-bo'rn souls. Justifica£ion synchronizes with con
mirror: t.acked! up above 'his bench,. then against tbe wall. version; sanctification begins with justification and will 
p.e· had a Bible just under the mirror; and: as he could never end until we are presentec;l without fault before the 
see.his natural face in the one glass, he could see his throne of God. The main instrument in ·tha't process is 
,whole cltaracter in. the other. As he went. about his .the . Bible, the Word of God', before which we live, and 
work he' would get a verse from the Bible, and just like into which we look, an;d by wh'ose admonitions and re':' 
th~ young .. lady with her vanity case, he took it out and proofs' we are encouraged, until we grow up into Christ 
said. "Now, wherein 40 I need correction to-c;iay?" And. in aIHhi.ngs. " 
as·he·put these principles into practice he loun'd liberty. ' ':. 

l'hat is very simple.. Ail the ,boys and girls' can III. , " . 
under-stand "it, and everyone .else. But what· is the use If you look into it, you who are not Christians, you 
of looking into a mirror andl'beholding our natural faces; wiI'l s'ay, "Oh, .:\yhat. a sinner' I. am!" Every man who 
if "lWe 'straightway go awaY' and forget what manner of ,looks ipto the Bible VVI~ soon 'discover,that he is a sinner. 
men we were"? I heard! the other day of some young men There wiH be no doubt about it. No matter how respect
going into the' bush. They wanted to be .like wildl Indians, able, how; prosperous, h.ow successful, how greatlY' hon
to get as far away'fr9m 'civiIization as poss'ible, ana they oured· by you.r feUows, look into this perfect law of lib
did p.ot even tak~ a watch with them;. they doecidedl to let erty-, and! you wil'l see that you' are a sInner. You will 
the sun tell them what time of day it was'. I am going to' . be like.my littl'4i·robin-fri~ndl .. "Oh,"·you say,' "I rea!Jy 
ask them"when'I see them if they took a mi·rror. If they thought I yvas a man, exerCising·mY' freed'Om, yet here I', 
'dlid not they wouldl be fhie specimens .when they came am like a bird, just hopping along' the ground; while it 
. back!- Of course,' if they were honel;lt· they' would tell was intendtedl that I should stretch my wings, mount ·up 
each other whe'n it was time to shave. But if one 'Were' with wing·s as eagles, get away from earth and live in 
to be by ilims'elf, with no one to tell him' what he.Iooked t,he heavenly' pl'aces, here I am earthboundl all this time." 
like, he would be likely to forge't his own appearance. . I ta1kedi to a ma~ on th~ train the dlay before ·yester
He vVo.uld .grciw· "out of his. own knowledlge, so that ·he- day as I was coming from Chicago. He said he was fl"om 
would forget what sort of person he was. Windsor, and t;,h'at h'e had found' jt necessary 'to go to' 

'!I know people' -who have no .idlea~what they iiOok like. Los Angeles.. It~hadl got intO the' .papers, andl he received 
Bam Jones was asked -to' give a lecture on a certain oc~an offer or' a· trip by airplane. He said he left the next 
casion, and the chairman" introduced him in a most morning, via .S't. 'Louis, Tulsa, El Paso, Phoenix, 'reached 
eulogistic way. When he rose to give hIs lecture he' said Los Angeles, an~ t;tten'ce to Oaklandl, California, in only 
he ~eIt most" happy with s~ch a chairinan, that he loved twenty-two hours, of flying time, if I recal'l cor.rectly . 

. to be among ~r'nk and honest pec;rple;.that ~e was afraid ~en his;bus'iness was'dlon!! he flew back again. My new 
of people who were·two-faced; ,but he was· su·re he need acquaint~nce·said:that was the way to travel. ,The train 
not be afraid.of his ·chairman-lfor if he had any other' was moving fast, and'I said, "I suppose this seems Blow?" 
face he would· not be wearing that one!' That was a To which he 'replied, that when.he got· into Tulsa there 

. little pleasantry on the part of Mr. SaID' Jones which ~as .a car waiting, arid the pilot of· the airplane dl-ove it 
would be hig'hlly' offensive from most' people. . . . with only one hand on the wheel. He saidl'he usually 

'But, my friends, it is perfectly evident. that there are· used both. hands driving his 0:Wri car, even at a '·mod'er-' -
a 'great many' people Who are called.Ohristians who are ate s·peed. But the air pilot d'rove with one hand· at 
not using the 100king-gI'ass, for it is certain they have seventy-:tb,ree miles ·an hour. So· my· friend: said when ·one 
forgotten 'what manner of men they are. TheY' are )ike is used! to ttaveHing in an,aeroplane at one hundred and' 
those who are lacking the growing graces, and who "have twenty-five, or one.hundred.and fifb-!;'milesan hour, the 

. forgotten ,that 'they were purg.ed from their. old' sins." fastest train seems to move like an,old'ox-cart! 
'We are to. look into the mirror, .then, for. what'? I 'And there are some people who ,think they know much,' 

was "going ·~own the street one d'ay ap:dI someQne, whom a]thoug}:l they dto, not know Christ. They say, ~'I. am 
I d1id not know was very kind' to me. He .stopped me and having such a goo.1I time!" DOh, but if you could know 
said, "Excuse me, si.i', but I am quite sure you dlO 'not Him, and' get into' the upper spaces,· and, I!Ipread' your 
know that you' have a 'black smudge on your face." "Weli," win'gs ahd. fly as God w~nts you' to flY', you wouldl say, 
I said, "wil'l you· not wait for a mInute until 1 take 'it off "I thought I was 'having a good time, but now 1 kno.w·1 ' 
to be sure it is gone?" You 'see, I did! not carry a.m.~rror, was travelling in an old ox-cart all the time." If you 
and I had to wait for someone.to tell me! . wouI'd know the meaning of life, its fulness, its richness,' 

How many' of the. Dard's child/ren are 'waIki'ng a~out you mlist know Christ; and 'the man who continueth 
with staIned ·garments and characteristics that ar.e not therein", looks in tl1e perfect law of liberty' and becom~ 

. - ,glorifying to the ·Lord Jesus!' Y!!lI:r after year. pa,sses,by Ii. doer Of t~e'work, imbibing·.th~ ~rinciples and precepts' 

,." I 

, " 
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of the W ordi, and working them Ol,lt in everyd~y life, thus 
by obedience bringing the whole man into harmony with 
God's Word by! the power of the indiwelling Spirit, that 
man is "bless'ed in his d1eeds". 

Those' of us who are Christians have ou,r dull 'mo
ments. Even this air man who rode iIi the aeroplane' 
s'aid, "We had, some rocky roads." I said, "What do you 
mean by rocky road's 7" I have been up in the air myself, 
I mean literaliy. He said, "Flying over the mountains 
we often came into a soft spot in the air, and doWn we 
wen't---'just as a motor-car drops into a soft'place in the 
road." Yes, we have that, and yet it is a glorious thing 
to be a Christian, is it not 7 We have to ,say of the things 
of the world as we look at the life that is lived apart f,rom 
Christ, 

'IMy heart refuseth joys like these, 
:S.ince I have known the Lord." 

When you have looked into the ~irror to see yourself, 
have you ·not seen behind you a bas'in 7 The mirror 
showed! that yoti needled to wash, and then showed you 
where you you could wash and become clean. Look into 
the Bible and you wiH see the n.eedl' or" cleansing, but 'you 
will als'o see the divin~ Laver, the Fountain filled with 
b100d:' \ 

"There is a fountain filled wIth blood, 
, Drawn :lirom Immanuel's vGins, 
And 'Sinners p1unged ibeneatlPthat flood 

Lose all their guilty stains." 

The Bible never shows you a defect without showing you 
how to correct it; it never condemns sin without prom
ising \ forgivenes's on condition or' repentance and faith' 
it never points out a weakness without pointing to ~ 
source of strength; it never thunders its condemnations 
without whispering its wordls of- pardon, inspiration, and 
comfort. It is a blessedl thing to look into this perfect 
law of. liberty. May the Lord help us so to' do, and 
seeing, to. dlo. the thing that we know ought to be done! 

There are men and women' here this morning who 00 . 
'. not need a word of instruction in respect to these mat

ters. You ·have known for twenty years how you could 
be saved, but you have not come to Christ. Others of 
you have known f(,l,r years, as' 'Christians, how you' couid 
enter into a larger a'nd fuller life by making Jesus Christ 
your LordL---and you have not done it. All you needl this 
morning is to become a dqer of the word you have heard. 
Some of you have never been baptized!. You s'ay, "I 
agree with you, sir;'I agree with the Book; it is all true." 
Well, then; if it is alI in the 'Book, do as you are told. 
,S()mebody else says, "I know I ought not to be a disciple 
secretly. I know the· Bible tens me that it is my d'uty to 
confess Chris!t." Then do your d1uty! someone else says, 
"I know I ought to be a witness for Christ." Then take 
your stand, be a doer of the work as well as"a hearer; 
and in the dicing. you' will'receive a bles·sing. . 

'Let us pray.: ' , I 

, 0 Lord we thank Thee for the sillllPlicity of Thy Word. We 
thank Thee that we have not to h8/Ve great iearning in order 
to understand it. We ;rememlberthat . .it· is said of our, Lord 
Jesus, The comm-on peop1.e heard him gladly. We !believe that 
Thy 'Book is 'Written for common p~ple-and .weare 'aH com
mon, sin-stained, travel-worn, sometImes weary, too; and we 
come ,to this resting-place this morning that 'We may begin 
afresh, thllot we may wash our faces and -our hands, that 'We 
may improve our raiment, that we, may see the need 'Of put
ting. 'on our beautiful 'garment, and wearing it every day, ' 
even the 'best Tobe. 'Make us willing to advantage ourselves 
o.f all ,that is· in -Christ' awaiting 'Our appropriation. . 

mes's·evel'yone.here :this. m-orning .. 'Help tholie 'Who desire 
to .. 'confess. IChrist; to'. confess .Him. HeLp those who want 

now to witness to "their ib~ief in 'Christ, to do so. IfanY.of 
Thy children have not yet obeyed Thee' in !baptilrm, enalble 
'them ,to yield to Thee. ''Help us all to do the thing the Word 
telliJ us we 'ougnt to d-o. May the Holy Gh'Ost take these 
simple words spoken in Thy name and apply them to the 
helllns of men and women for whom' Ohrilit died 1 So may this 
service be glorifying to Thee. We &akaU these thin'g'S in the 
name of ;Jesus ~Chris't our Lord.' Amen. 

THE GIFT OF' SWEET SPICES 

By Dr. O. L. Clark I 

THE mag[.who 'came from the east to worship the in
fant Saviour opened their treasurea and' presented 

unto Him gifts, among them frankincense and mwh. 
These spices were promi.nent, als~, among J;he offerings· 
requested in the time of Moses. , The shepherd of Israel, 
after spending forty days and forty nights in commun
ion with Go.d, came down from the mount and gathered 
the chHdren of IIS-rael together to declare un'to them the 
commandment of the Lord. In view. of the, erection of 
the tabernacle, whosoever was of a will'ing heart was to 

• bring as an offering: to -the Lord suCh materials as gold, 
silver, brass;. precious stones, shittim wood, oil and 
"spices for anoint~ng oil .and for the &weet incense" 
CElOO'd. 35:8). The spices for the anointing oil were 
specified; pure myrrh, cinnamon, sweet calamus and 
ca'ssia (Exod. 30:23-2'5), whereas the 'frankincense 'con
tained stacte, onycha andi gaFbanum (Exod. 30:34, 35). ' 

'The per!'Kln who presented spices unto the Lord brought 
a gift of rare value.' From earliest times the cond'i
men'ts, which add zest, flavour and savour to food, .have 
been considered p'recioll's commodities. The l!shmaelites 
to whom Joseph was sold had come from Gil'ead with their 
camels, "b.earing spicery and balm and myrr'h, going to 
carry it down to Egypt" (Gen. 37:25). When Jacob would 
prepaz;e a gift for the lord of Egypt he chose balm, honey 
and spices. Hezekiah foolishly showed! to the ambassa
dors .from .Rahylo!! "all the house of his preCious. things" 
('Hebrew "spicery"). We, too, have the privilege of pre
senting to our Saviour a costly gift, even ourselves, with 
all that we are and have. 

'The gift of .spices was not merely one of great value, 
but als'o one of deep .significance, as ~ugg'lested in Scrip
ture. In the first place, the sw~et "pices were a"sociated 
with the worship of the Lord; they. are numbered' among 
the materials in constant use in the servlt:es of the taber

·nacle. These ingredi'ents perfumed the pure oil which 
was used to anoint the tabernacle with its furnishings 
and utensils, and also to anoint the priem,as a sign that 
all and everything thr~ughout the whole buiIdling was 
thus cortsecI;:ated unto the Lord (Exod. 40:9-16). Let us 
bring an offering of sweet spices to the Lord, in holy 
d'eyotion. .' . 

"With gold of obedience and incense of lOWliness 
iKn~el and adore Him; the Lord·is His name ..... 

'ISpices formed an'integ:ral part of the sweet incense, 
which speaks to. us of prayer ('PI!I8. 141:2; Rev. 15:8) •. 
This incense wa~ ·,burned upon the holy altar ·in the tent 
of the congI;egation ·(Exod. 40:26, 27). How fragrant. 
that gjft which< even the youngest saint may offer in the 
. S~yiour.'s name! The prophet Samuel offered acceptable 
prayer unto the Lord from his earliest years (1 Sam. 
2: 1-10; 12 :23)".' Davidl, the man after Cod's own heart, 
prayed in the morning, at noon and at:night (Psa. 515: 17). 
The prophet Daniel refu'sed to renounce the privilege 'and 
duty of prayer, even when his life 'was threat~~~d, but 
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",his windo.ws bei'ng open in his chamber toward J erusa
lem, he kn,eeled upon his !mees three times a day, and 
prayed, and gave thanks before 'his God, as he dlid afore
time" ('Dan. 6:10). Our-Saviour spent whole nights in 
prayer. ' AU the great men of Scripture were men of, 
prayer. Let U8 offer to the Lord the fragrant spices of 
prayer. , 

It is significant that the morning and evening sacri
fices in the tabernacle were sprinkled with incense., This 
assaciati{)n {)f spices with the thoug.ht of 8acrifice is well 

lowship with Him in His death.' We are to reckon OUI'

selves' as crucified with Him and as risen with Him. 
The shadow of His' cross should be found athwart all 
our act~vities; we should live as those who have been 
purchased by, His precious blood.' 

'''As with gladnes's men of old 
,Did! the guiding star behold; 
As with joy they hailed! its light, 
ILeading onward, beaming bright; 
ISo, 1]1ost gracious Lord, may we 
Evermore be led- to Thee. 

"As .they offered gifts most rare 
IAt Thy cradle rude and bal'e; 
IS'O may, we with holy joy, 
'Pure, and free from sin's alloy, 

'illustrated! in the devotion of Mary of Bethany. As she 
brake the alabaster box of ointment of spikenard, which 
was very comly', and poured the oil upon the feet of her 
beloved Lord, the sweet perfume pervad'ed! the whole 
house, and according to the Master's promise has been 
diffused throughout the whole world, wherever the Gos
pel has been preached (Matt. 26: 13). It should be our 
joy to obey the Master's command to lose our lives for 
His sake, that we may find them. The gift' of spices for -, 
sacrifice will alJWays be acceptable unto {)ur God. ' 

IAU our co'stliest treasures bring, 
IChrjst, to Thee, our heavenly King. 

Iltfary's gift was prompted by love and! thus illustrates 
the aSsociation of 'spices with the fragrance of love. In 
the S'ong of SOngs the perfumes of my.rrh and spikenard 
'are representedi a8 the substances which make delightful 
the bower where the Brid'g:egroom will have feH'owship 
with His beloved ('Song of ,Sol. 1: 12-17). The garden of 
love contains "spikenard and saffron; calamus and cinna
mon, with all trees of frankincense; myrrh and -aloes, 
with all the chief spices" (,s'ang of Sol. 4: 14). The cruel 
north winc;t, as well as the soft souther:n breezes, must 
blow upon the gard~n of .love to bring out the full f.rag
rance of the spices (Song of Sot 4: 1'6), since true love' 
is best man'ifest in the day of sorrow andl adversity. The 
mutual nature of the affection between Brid'egroom and 
bridle is 'also su'ggested in this figure; The beloved, one 
findla that as she is- to him as tHe pleasing spices, so also 
is he like "a bed' of spices, as sweet flowers~': "I am my 
'beloved's, and'my beloved is mine: he feedeth among the 

'lilies" (ISong of Sol. 4: 10; 5 :'13; 6 :2,_ 3). Let us bring 
to our 'Saviour the offering of our love. ' 

The IJorii Jesus, in int~i-preting the devotiol). of M8l'Y 
of Bethany, described her offering as an anointing for 
His burial (;Matt. '26:-12). The spices speak to us, then, 
of death. )Ve are told! ,that on that dark day before the 
rElsurrection of Christ the 'women rested, according to 
the commandmell-t, after preparing spices, intended! for 
the body of thei,r be10ved Lord. "When the sap-bath was 
past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that, they might 
come and anoint him" (Mark 16:11). Christ was born to 
dlie (lHeb. 2: 14), and, even as an infant he received from 
the ma'gi the gifts of gold, frankincense and mynh: the 
gold given'to 'Him as-King of kings, the frankincense as 
a token of His, Priesthood, and the myrrh as foreshadow
ing ·His death on our behalf. We should bring to Him 
the offering of spices as a token that we would have fel-
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THE SHAME AND' THE GLORY OF CHRISTMAS -1 ' 

'~He was in the 'World, and the wor.ld was made !by him, 
and the wori.d knew him not. 

'~He came unto hiS' own, and his own received' ,him not. 
"But as many ,aJ received him, to .them gave he power 

to become 'the sons of God, even ,to them that believe 
on his name." -John 1:10-1~. 

,I ' 
The Substance of a Sermon Preached by Rev. W. S. 

Whitcombe in Jarvis Street Church, Sunday 
Morning, Dec:ember 20, 1953 

, , , 

NE'AR'LY two thousand years after the birth of the 
'Lord Jesus OhriSit in Bethl'ehem, the real rn,eaning 

of Christmas is stm vague, and indistinct in the minds 
of'many, many people. The other'day'I readl in a weIl
known magazine the story of a unit of AmericaIi sol
diers in Japan who provided a special Christmas treat· 
for some Japanese child'ren. They entettained them in 
the fine old .style: turkeY dinner with all the trimmings, 
and Santa Claus In red'suit and, white whiskers to dis
tribute gifts for everyone. Of course the Japanese kid
'dlies were 'greatly impressed by the American Christmas, 
thou'gh they were rather ronfused as to the reason' for 
it all. One of the ,soldliers,ex'plained that it was really a 
birthday celebration. :Perhaps the ,explanation was not 
sufficiently, clear or perhaps the Oriental children were. 
not prepared by their training to accept the wonder of 
the Christmas story. In any case, the question remained, 
"Whose bil'thdJay was it?" One bright little fellow voiced 
the general sentiment when he a~ked, "Is i.t the birthday 
of the oIl white-whiskered gentleman in the :baggy red 
trousers?" 

To overcome ignorance ~f this sort in Canada and the ' 
United. States a campaign has been instituted to "'Put, 
Christ back into Ohristmas~" It }.tas been suggestedl, 

among other things, that to teach the rea1 meaning of 
Christmas, straw-filled! creches, with effi'gies of an in
fant 'and mother, shou'ld' be erected in publi~ places. I 
grav.el~ doubt the effic8:cy of such ~eans of 1?rocla~ming 
the 'great truths of Scri.pture for the reason that in the 
very places where there is a maximum number of images, 
there is often a minimum of genuine Christianity. But 
apart from that. consideration, to understand the ;real 
. meaning of Christmas, we must hold clearly in mind! that 
it is not merely the, celebration ,of a ch,iId,"s birthday. 
Many childlren have been born in the long history of 
this ol'd world, some of them were ordinary, some of them 

- , 
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eX:traord'inary ,persons;' !lome of them, tUl'nedi out to be 
. good men and some of them bad men. ,The Gospels d'O 

not tell simply the birth of a child~ they recount the 
COining of God to earth, the 'eternal WOl'di..,becoming 
flesh. The dim light Qf the star heraldls .somefhing of 
the wonder; the opened !leavens .and the angel choir' an
nounces it more explicitly: "Unto yoq is born a Saviour 
which is Chris;t the Lord." The ancient pro'phecywhich 
the scribes found to the astonishment' and . t~oubling 'of 

,Herod foretold the true greatness of the little town o~ 
Bethlehem: "Out of thee shall~ he come forth 'unto me. 
that is to be ,r~ler' in Israel, whose goinp forth have 
been from of old, from everlasting.'" , 

, "Taken alone, divorced' from its setti'ng, the story of the 
birth of, a .child in' a stable is another shameful monument 
of "man's inhumanity·to man. (;f;h~~) :m3.k~s countless 
thousandls mourn." If to-morrow' morning's newspapei" 
'reported such an event in. this city, there would be a pub
tic outcry and a dleniand for an investigation. You.moth~.' 
era would not want y9ur babies' to 'come' into th~ worid 
in such· surroundings, would you?, And I know that we' 
fathers,' too, wouid have ~omething pere~ptQry tp s'ay 
about it! The' child! in the manger must 'be· seen in the 
white light that, beats upon it·from the multitude of the· 
angelic host who announced His .coming to earth,· just as 
the .Cro'ss can only be understood in the glory of' His res
ur~ection 'a~d the' bright promfse of His coming again~ 
We .. ,have often been told' 0\ the humility' of our Saviour's 
biMbo,. we' needi also, to 'be remind'ed of the glory . that 'He 

d'awn' under lowering skies, our ship ~id into the Clyd'e 
and docked at Glas,gow. I listened in vain fo:r; a welcom
ing chorus to correspond to, the farewell 'of the ,previous 
night, . but the)'e was: none.' . T:wo"yol,lng women with a 
badg~ of, a Chr~stian orga;~izatiQn' in their hats' w~e there 

,to g.reet them, 'but there was no joyous crowdi 'singi~g 
hynms of praise and prayer, just a busy bustling throng 
\of .people, struggling with their bags and bagg~ge that, 
had no time or. thought to bestow upOn t~e lonely young 
missionaries' now lost in the crowd!. 

'iW,~th tha~.iIiadlequate illustratj~n in ~inQ., may we dare, . 
to, s,ay that the voice of th:!'l angelic chorus that sJ:.I1-ote the 
'ears of the startled! shepherds was, in oUor poor human , 
spe~<:h, bJ,lt 'the ~n:tiphonal. echO' of tli~~' great sweiIipg 
'chorus of praise that resollIi.dJed through the heaven of 
heaven.8' in farewell to Him whose name 'is' Immamiel, 
·Godi with u~! is it n'Ot written,-"Whert :he bi-ingeth' in, 
the ;fir~t-lbegotten into tbe world, he saith, and let ali 
the angels .of. God! worship h~lI)."? Was it not proph~sied 
of ,this 'Child centuries befo:r.e Hi,s· birth that His na,me 
should ,be called "Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Pel(l.ce"?' Angels 
diesired to look into these things; but 'were restrained by 
the gracious" Father who so designed that they should 
be revealed ,to the s'ons I()f men' that they might pr9clai.m ' 
the. glorious news, of a Divi.Ii.e Saviour to their 'fellows 
who 'kn~ the ·co.rrup.~i'On of sin.' ':ijow ~appy)nu~ those' 
angels. have' counted themselves who :were c6mmlssloned 
from among the:uncounted hosts of heaven to wish God's 
"Merry Christmas" to the sohs ot'men. . , '. had with the Father before the world was. Our text sug-

" gests both thos'e s'tates, ,the heavenly and the earthly:: '~n the' chapter fr.o~, which' ou,r text is taken; .OU! Lo!d 
It'speaks of His' pr~-existent st~te when .it says, ''';He , is .d!escri~ed as the WOi'd. that was.in th~ b~~inning. Tb~t. 

. came,". that is, the Word came, 'the Word that was ·in . takes us back. to the a:ccount of G~eatIC?n' as .re~~r~ed lD 
the beginning, "and the Wor.d wa,s . with God,' and the . the first book ~f the ~ible:1 "In,.the begiIi.riiI).,~ 'God ' ... " 
Word was Godi." ,'This is the one who was made flesh' and Ther~,w'e read' that "The 'Spirit . of" Go'd ,movedl'upon' the 

,- dwelt"a~ng, us.' Ou,r text ,also points' to -His humiliation :(ace?f t?e .. waters," .an~i therE,! )t, ds recordedl th~t ea<:h 
• when it says, "and his own received him not." '\ creative act wlis performed' as God! spoke, ~hat .IS; ~lS. 

!Let . I k f' t II' .... . " .p'<?we~ .. and His 'wisdom 'Yere .expressed}n -His almi'ghty. 
'. . ' us .00 . Irs , as we as wfi! ca~ WIth our poor d1m- W or4. "Re spake, 'and i,t Was done; h~ commanded, and 

med ~yeslg.h,~, a.t the G~RIOUSSTAT~ .OF '0l!R LORD, The it stood fast'," :Just as a ·man's wor'dl tells ·us what he 
starthng,contrast betw~en the splendbur of the heav:~nly . thinks what he do~s and most 'bf ail what he i.s· so'the 
host and t~e me~~ness of the lowly: .ca~~l:shed ,where ~e Word '~f God iii the ;evelatlon' of God! himseif. . And that 
was born ~erve, as . Sy~bOlS of the" lDflDlt~ stoop ,bf .HIS Word; says John jn his'· majestic ~rologue, WfJ,s' jn the btt 
conde~censlC?n. ,~~tth«;!w s Gospel. records for. ~ ,the . ginriing', "and :tl~e Wore} was with .God, and the Word 
angehc s?ng and the 8:n~ouncement of the he~venly ~es-, . was God.", . In ·the eterriity of .t:\le p~st, ,before the Crea
senget: ,t~ the startled sheph:erds, but, we. are left to tion. of the world'of nature and of man, our God was: not • 
w.onder at the. pa~an~ of praise ~hat sound~d' from the the et~rn.ally L'onely" One; for "the 'Wo;di was 'with God.~' 
ten thousanpi .tImes ten .t~lOusand !,f ~l,le, armIes that ~tH"-, He' was ill the bosiO-m of tl~e' Father, shari'ng' His glory 
round t:tJ.e throne of God 1~ heav~n as they saw theun~que before the world was. . He is' also called' the Sori to d~s-. 
Son of the ~th~r ~ake up?!) h~mself the fQrm ?f a se!,"-. tingui'sh, an ab.stJ;'aCt '~inpers()D'ai aspect" o'f ' the; p.ridhead 
vant and be made lD the hken~.ss of, men, , •. from the rich ftilness of Him "who being the -brightness' 

',Will you permit an ill~stration?', 'Last summer we left of his, glory, andl the ·e~resil.iI~age of' 'his: p~~Qn; and" 
Belfas;t ,by, ship f6r Gl'asgow. , Em:barking. just .before upholding all thingS bY. the word oflhis' pOwer, when he 
midnight we stood u'Pon the d~ck waiting for the lines .to· had: by liim'se1f ,purged o,tir.' sins, '~at dOWn-9!) :the rigiit 
be cast. off .. Among the pass'engers there :were several hand of the Majesty on high." ..., ' . '. 
missionaries and' a party of Chl'istian people on the quay -The Son pf God. 'did :Q.ot come to this .earth as' a s.tran~' 
were singing .hymns and shouting woidls of encourage-' ger,.fck it.was· He who created it: '''He'was in the world, 
ment, S'cripttire vefses and hymns, that· S'E!emed to us and 'the :WArld was mad,e. by.:.him.". His comihg at B.ethIe
like tpe breath of heaven, ,for ,one, hears bu't rarely sti,ch ht!fn .was lil~e .the visit, of a ,builder t,o the house that. his . 
notes upon 'shipboarc}. It ~as' a happy time and bI'e8s~!I own hand!s have des-i-gned and fashioned,' and" that he 
time 'for those who s~~g the/prayerful, joYful fal'~wells loves ,as a 'man can'lo'Ve ail object 'that ·he hi~s~lf has' 
and als'o for those who were leav.ing ·home and 10vOO ones call~d' into, existence. And: yet he d~d not come to his 
fo,r.· the work of' God in some distant field of ,labour.- I 'hand'iwork .as' an absentee :landlord! after a lap~e in' the 
notice~. that' the 'whole company of passen,gers' .listen~d: soJoW march of the iniUtlDrijl1,' for '''He' was in th~ world". 
with ·iriterest to all that was said! and done, ,as though We talk about the laws of nature as'though th'is universe, 
they ~ou'ld fain share :in the j'oy of S9IDetl!ing that. was were' a' self,,;su'staining machine that'. ~aintained itself 
not of their world. ,The n~t mOl'I).jng, ''in the .. duU grey' accot~ing to some inher~Iit pri~ciples' ·and!, power. But 
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that is not So. Tihe Crea:tor did not fabricate a great was no room for Him in the Land of ,Promise, He fled 
machine and 'fling it out fnto space to forg~t 'it as a man, . to Egypt. When he began to teacq 'in the v'illage wliere 
forgets al clock that he . has wound 'up and set in place. He was brought up" His fel'low-townsmen would: ',have 
Paul. taught the philosophers at Athens that "In him we thrust Him over the edge of the precipice .. There was ,no, 
live, ~nd move, and have' our being". What we call the room for him in bios boyhood town.' His' oWn bretll~en 

,'laws of nature are the habits of God's working, The stars thought He' was mad, and' even His own mother failed 
in "tlleir courses hold their. wonted:' places because Our . to understand Him. His 4isciples forsook· Him andJ fled 
.Lord speaks to. them and directs their Ipath. He whom when the hour:'of darkness came,. and even Peter denied 
we call our 8-aviour, whose birthday in Bethlehem we now. Him with oaths 'and cursing. The'people,chose Barabbas, 
celebrate, is He who uphold's all tMngs by the word of a robber, rather· than Jesu.s, and when Pilate presented 
his power. . Him as their King, "they cried, "Away, away with Him 

lOur Lord did: n~t come to Bethlehem in the' land of . crucify 'him, we haye no Ki~g but Cae~r." There was no 
Judaea as a stranger. It . was His ancestra'l home the room for him in' the iim! no 'I-<?om i.n Ju~e~, no 'room 
town of His father David.' But in still another ser:se it in Nazaret):J., no room in Jerusalem, no' room in this world.: I 
was His, as was the 'land over which the cruel Herod "Away. with Him"crucify Him,!" . I, 

ruleq-:as a tyrannical' usurper. Centuries' before in the .one' of the early English kings rejected .with scorn the 
backsid'e of the wilderness' the great I Am appeared, to demand of an arrogant invader with words of bold d~- , 
'Moses·in.the burning bush., The pillar of cloud. by d'ay fiance: ."Youl~sk for the land Qf ~ngland: ·we ~m g.ive 
and of fir~ at night led the children of Israel into the you six feet of good English soil!" That is a commend
,Land of Promise. They d'rank water from' the rock and able way of dealing with haughty usurpers. But how 
a:te the manna ).that came down from heaven. When ought true and ,loyal subjects receive' the rightful King 
this" ch'ild of the'manger became a Man, H~ asserted; His when He comes to claim .Hi's own, When He comes as 
right to ,say "Befo"re Abraham was i am." Not "I was,' the Friend and: Helper of aU, not merely to "be.served, 
but ~'I am." John speaks of the 'glory. of the Lord as but to serve others, imc;!. to serve them in the 'highest and 
Isaiah the prophet saw Him, high 'and lifted up, and best way at the greatest cost to himself, YVhen He comes 
the Fourth Evangelis't identifies that s~ight with the glory not only to receive, but above all ~ give Salvation and. .. 
of Qur Itord Jesus Ohrist: '''The~e' things said Esais, life to all?, Oh; how great is the wickednes's 'of, men 
when he. saw his glpry" and spake of him." .The Lord ,that they" had no place for Christ but a cross, no room for 
.Jesus Ch~i.st taught .that :a:e was the bread come down Him but the rock-hewn tomb· t~at was borrowed fl"om 
from heaven, 'and the Apostle Paul spoke of Him as the another and sealed ,with a Roman . seal to keep Him there 

: RO'ck fro/D wh'ich the people of God drank in the wilder- forever! ~ , ' .. 
ness: I\7was in this sense that we are .to und'erstand Nevertheless,' there is hope in our t.ext, for it s'ays,; 
the phrase'''And he came unto his' own.~" Pilate spoke "As MAN;Y AS RECEIVED HIM, to them gave ne power to. 
more ~ruly than !he kp'ew when. he showed the Jews the.· becfume the'sons of God.": I think' I can- hear some,of you .. 
thorn--crownedl Christ, and slid "Behold: your king." "boys and girl's saying, "If the Lord JesU's were to come • 

'He~was their King in a way that Pilate haIL not drea~- down ou,r street, He would not see 'a "N~ roqm' sign on 
ed of, in a way th'at ·the people' refused, to accept Him, my 'house .. ' I would make. room for him in my house." 
like the' wicked husbandmen in the iparable who plotted Would yo.u?'. r wondJer what wouldt' happen if the Lord' 
against the S'on, Saying, "This is the heir, Come, let us Jesus were to walk dJQwn the str~ets 'of Toronto at ,thi's 
kill him."'. ' Cpristmasseason? I think I know. It has alread'y hap

:This 'brings us to the second "part' of our text: "HIS 
OWN' RECEIVED HIM NOT:" How many sad! mu~tratiQl1s 
of it we can find. The first that comes to our mind is 
the ope we. have .alreadlyl r.eferred to: "And she brou~ght 
forth her firstborn son, and! $rapped ,h'im in swad'dHng 
'clothes, and 'laid: him in a manger, 'b'ecause there was 
no room for them in the, inn." T'hose of. you who have 
travell'ed know,how serious ~ matter, it is when you are 

. far from home in a :strange city. aI),d every hotel and 
!odgj·ng-p'lace bea,rs the 'sign, "No vacancy"., Even if 
you· have mon~y in your pocket, It can be an exceedingly 
embarras'sing situation, but we must suppose ·that this 
weary man' and the sick Y'O,ung woman, burdened with 
anxiety, -had little' of this worldi"s goods to command. 
what could! be purcha'sed witll money. In modern times,' 
.at leaslt; ."No room" is a well-worn phrase with a relative 
meaning.' Go to 'the smartest ·:hotel in ,town with a' big 
car, fine luggage, a .good suit and the door-man will 

I' touch his hat to you an'li. pro~ptly obtain the 'kind of, 
s'enTice that wou'ld be extended to the Queen's majes'ty, 
were she to appear. But go to the same hotel on foot, 
with a shabby suit and poor, worn old suitcase, or none 
at all, and see what dJisdainful looks greet you' as the' 
clerk. icily repeats the stereotyped refusal: "No room!" 

That was the world's reception· to our Lord 'JesU's. 
WiCked -Herod sought tos'l~Y' H~m, and because there 

. , . 
" 

pened, for He still 'offers ,Himself here' in Toronto as 
,He did' long ag() in'· the. land of. Judea, and /ltill, here, . 
in. this so-called:. Toronto-the-good, men and' women and , 
}{oY's and girls, ·h.ave no :room for Him. You would not, , 
join with ,those wh.o. stood shouting, "Away With him, 
'away with 'him, cruci·fy him." Would you? That is what 
I want to ask you this morning, you boys and girls, and 
you grown-up men and. women, mothers and, f.a,thers': 

. Have you any·r.oom for Jesus? Let us' sing as oui.- clos-
ing 'hymn this prayer.:' . '.' . . 

/ . 

Thou d1idst leav~' ThY' throne and Thy kingly croWn, 
When Thou camest to earth for me; . / 

'But in Bethlehem's home there was found no room 
For ThY. holy nativity. 

. 0 come '~o 'my h~rt, .Lord Jesus! ' 
Th~re is .room in iny heart for Thee" 

. , . 
. WITHOUT CHRIST 

'Without Christ,. the ,matters of this world are but a 
puzzled maze. Poor, blin~e"d man sees notping ,a~ it 'really 
is .. He 'knows not the .true end of being .. He takes the 
tinsel to be gold. . He counts the gold! as dTOSS. He 
treasures up the :chaff lrs wheat. He casts the precious 
grain as playthings to the wind .' . .- He profits no· one 
and he ,ruins ·se1f.---:HENRY LAw. . 
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'Bible School Lesson Outline 
Vol. 18 ,First 9uarter Lesson 1 January 3, 195.4 

OLIVE L. CLARK, .Ph.D. (2'or.) 

Evil-doers may despise the righteous, ibut the time is com
ing when the talbles wil~ Ibe turned, and. the . wicked .ril 
themselves 'be put· to shame, 'and also utterly dstroyed ·(,Psa. 
9:3-6; 11:6; 34:21; 91:8). 

David was smail, young and seeminrgly poorly armed, but 
. he was not alone, for he. stood before the 'giant as the'repre

sentative of the Lord 'God of hosts (iPsa. 124:8). The battle 
was the 'Lord's, and! IHis honour was at stake' ('Exod. 14:14; 

DAVID DEFEATS GOLIATH 1 Sam. 25:28; (Has. 1:'1). David was clothed with the power 
of God, and weapons of steel were of no avail' against him 

Lesson Text: 1 S'amuel 17:·32..J51. '. (,Isa. 54:17). We, too, may 'be assured of the ultimate vic-
Gold'en Text: "IIf IGod' .be for us, who can be. against us?" -.:.. tory of the ILord over HIs enemies. I" . 

Romans 8:31. David conquered the giant through faith in God (,2 ·Sam. 
22:33; lIIeb. 11:3'4). Yet, he 'a:lso 'used mea.ng:.......:his staff and 

I. David Accepting the Challenge: verses 32-40. five sma'll, smooth ·pe'lJbles. 'Faith and means go together. 
'pavid had r~turned from the royal court (1 Sam. 16:21~23) . David'had not perfor'med his ser.vice with a .view to 'gain-

to . his father's sheepfold unspoiled. He could "walk with ing a reward of riches, fame 'or position (verse 25), ibut I 

kings, nor lose the common touch" (Prov. 22:29). The Lord he was jealous for the honour of the 'Lord (verse 26). The 
would have us do our duty, whatever or Wherever it might be 'youthful warrior, ,bearing the trophy of his vIcto:ry in his . 
(E·ccl. 9:10; 1 ·Cor:1O:31; 'Cd!. 3:17,. David Ibehaved: himself hand, was presented to the king. One day all Ohi'istians will 
wisely in alll'his ways, and the Lord was with 'him (1 Sam. stand' before' the Saviour to receive rewards for the deeds 
18:14). . '. done in the flesh ('Psa. 1-26:5, '6; Rom. '14:10). Lf;lt us so 
. Goliath had· i\>elittled' the cause of Israel, making it 'appear serve Christ that ·we may have confidence and not Ibeashamed 
ridiculous for them to set themselves against the Philistines .. before Him at IRis coming (1 John 2:28,). 
('Y. 8). He t~ed to b~little their nation,:also, eladIl,ling to .be Saul's failure to identify David may suggest a lapse of 

· a mem'ber qf a·superior race and! countul'g the ~sraeIites as· s'Ome years siJ;lce David had acted 'as minstrel at the eourt 
a race of Sllaves. (He the'll defied the armies ·of. Israe1. Sure'ly (1 Sam. 16:23) or fault¥ memory due to ·Sau~'·s mental con
he had forgotten the victories which God had 19iven to those d1tion when ihe tfirs·t saw David. It may be, however, that 
armies .over his oWn people (1 :Sa'm. 7:11-13;' 13:4; 14:(7). Saul had forgotten mere'ly th~ name of David's father, as 

The :giant's chaJl1en'ge was' enouA'h to cause dismay to .the the wordIng of his question 'Would sug.gest (verse 58). 
fadnt-hearted among the Israelites. They could not ihope to DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
produce a champion to match the giant Goliath. Chris'tians 
ma.'ke a g;reat mistake when they attempt to fIght against Dec. 2~oliath's· Challenge ....................................... 1 Sam. 17:1-14. 
the'iJr 'spiritual foes on equ·ar terms. fhey should keep to Dec. 29-'David's Answer ....... : ........................................ 1 S·am. 17:16-31. 
their own grounds, and to their own we8ipons (Eccl. 9:'18; Dec. 30-Israel's Triumph .......................................... 1 Sam. 17:52-58. 
J '21 4 5 2 00 10 4 E h 6 10 17) Dec. 31--.JGod"s Answer to Man's Insolence .. ' . er. :,; r.:; p. : ..I • . 2 Kinrgs 19:20-37. 
h~I~~{~i~oJ;1.!~ta~gr=~rya.';~~n:1s~'!/°I!yS:r¢~~li:~~ Jan·. 1--God for us ................................................................. _ .................... ·Psa. 56 
numlber "forty" suggests testing ('Exod'. 24:18i Deut. 8:2; Jan. '~W!h.o can !be against us'? ................................. RoIp. 8:28-39 
Luke 4:2). His action 1had' value as propa:ganda; it wl're Jan. ·3....:."David'·s 'Song of Victory ........................... 2 S·am. '22:17-41 
down the mora:le of-the Israelites. . SUGGESTfD HYMNS' .' ' 

The Lord ,heard the proud Iboasts df the Phiqistine :wafu'ior, Standing by a purpose true, 'Standi up! ·stand up for Jesus'! 
and He hearkened to the cries of 'His people (Exod. 3:7, 8; It may not Ibe on the mountain's height. Firmly stand for 
2 Kings' 19:14-20; Psa. 28:1, 6). 'He ·wa's aliready preparing God. Oonquering now and stiU to conquer. .A:wake our souls; 
a champion !for tJJ,eir<::'cause. David was sent on·an errand away 'Our fears. 
to the camp, a seem'i.'nglly trivial. mission (!Verses 17, 18), 
but it led to mig.hty results, 'Since it was a part of the Lord's 
plan to humble His enemies and deliver His people. 

. '~A iprophet is not without honour, 's'ave in his country, 
· and in his own house" (M·att. 1'3:57). David's Ibrethren did 

not beHeve in him (Gen. 37:8; John 7:5); they accused-hini 
of .pride, mischief and espionage. It remttined for .others to 
take his offer seriously and to report the matter to King 
Saul. 

· . Although. so young, David had !been taught of the Spirit, 
and! . 'he reco'gnized the significance rof GoUath's challien'ge. 
Goliath .was casting insults, not mere'l.y. at the armies of 

. Israel,'ibut at the 'armies of the living God (Exod. 16:8; J·os'h. 
3:10; 1 'S'am. 8:7; fsa. 63:9). It is the same tod!ay.Those 
who oppo'se the good'; despise God; and those .'Who . oppose 
Christian principles, ~re 'opposing God Himself ·(Acts 5:38, 
;39). 

To the natura:l eye. the champions -of P·hilistia and of Israel 
seemed to be extremely ill-matched'. Goliath was a mighty 
wal'll'ior,' about 9 feet, 9 inches taIl'l,' whi!le 'David was but 'a 
youth. And yet, David humlbly reeited' hill previous exiploits 
and' 'bravely bore testimony ,to .the . power ,'of the Lord in· his 
life. His conlfid'ence in' the Lord was the source of his cour
age (Psa. 56:4; Isa. 26:3, 4). 

David refused to fight with any weapons but. ,his own. In 
His wisdom the Lord has made no two of His children alike; 
He endows each With individual gifts and talents (Rom. 12:6 
-8; 1 Oar. 12:4-1!1; Eph. 4:7-H). Every 'Christian is at his. 
best when serving ·the Lord in 'his own way, using the instru
ments tried by his eXiperience, those /befitting his own char
acter and training. The general tendency is to try to imitate 
others. ' . 

n. David DefeatIng the.Champion: vemes 41...)51. 
I . . 

Golia·th disd'ained and depised the young He'brew champion. 

THE NECESSITY OF THE 'NEW BIRTH. 
'Music has no pleasure in it to them who cannot hear; 

nor the most beautiful colours, to those who cannot see. 
l't would be no .benefit to a fish to take him fro~ the 
bottom 'of the ocean, filled with cold and darkness, and 
place him under the beams of the sun; for he is in no 
way meet to receive. any refreshment from it. Heaven 
itself would not be more advantageous to persons not 
·renewed! by the spirit of grace in this life . 

. . -JOHN OWEN 

.... 
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