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~ROM .D.EATH· .. TO LIFE 
" A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T: T. Shields 
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. Preached from the Open~Alr Pulpit of Ja~is Street Church, TorOI~to, Sunday Evening, July 18th, 1926 
." • (Stenogra.phically Repol"ted) . . , 

: "And you hath he quickened·, who were dead in trespasses. and sins; 
: . "Where~n -in time past ye walked. accordin~. ~o the cours~ of thrs. world, according 
. to the prmce of the po,ver of the au, the Splnt that now worketh m the children of 

. I 

:disob~ience."-:-Ephesians 2:1, 2. . . 

-juST for a fe~ minutes I shall try to tell you. what it 
d means to be saved. We 'have it' in this first'verse of 
our text, "You ha~h he quickene!l, who were dead iIi tres
passes and sins"-YQu hath He.made alive who were 'dead 
Between the condition of salvation to which the believer 

. is brought through grace, and the condition of nature in 
which we all are found by our first birth, there is all the 
difference there is between life and death. 

IThere is a very great deal of "churchanity" in our day: 
we have so-called Christian organizations multiplied, 
'there are churches of all sorts; and many people .are per- . 

, suaded that .theil' souls will be saved by relation. to some 
human organizat~on--or through 'the church.- But I. de-' 
si,re this evening to make it clear to you that salvation 
is an act of God; that the soul who is really saved has 
been made the subject of the regenerating power; the re-

. creating power Qf the Spirit of God; and that a true 
Christian is just as much a miracle as any work of physi-

. cal healing, recorded in the Book. By nature we are not 
all "good fellows" as we are so commonly taught to-day; 
but,' on the contrary, we are dead in 'trespasses and in 
sins. ." 

-I am quite aware· that it is a somewhat hazardous 
business to tell people about their sin. We norie of us like 
to have even our friends point out our faults; I am 
afraid that most. of us like to be complimented---.:even 
though we' know the compiiment is .un!ieserved, and is' 
utterly untrue. I remember a few years ago a ~ certain 
brother, Who used to be ·a deacon of this chu~h, came to 
me one Sunday evening gl'eatly d~sturbed, and he said, 
"Do you know what t1}ey say .about you 1" I sai'd; "They 
say a great many things! I d'o not'kn0'Y to what particu-

lar. thi~g you refer;" He mentioned two particular: 
churches and he said, ·'The young people of this church 
say that they can go to such a church, and they are com
plimented and praised; and ·they come away feeling ever 
so much b~tter. They go to another church, and they are 
frequently told that the wors't of every man is outside, 
and tha:t if you could only get at his hea·rt you would find 
it all goodness within; and they go home feeling very 
happy. But they say when they come to hear you they 
are miserable-for a whole week"! That may'be so--I try 
to. make unsaved people uncomfortable. 

I remember our friend, Mr .. Davis, ihe Superiritendent 
of Yonge Street Mission, before that new building was 
erected at the end of Gerrard Street, had a vacant wall, 
such as w~ have here, on which he printed a text-and 
this was the text: "The wicked shall be 'turned, into hell, 
and all the nations that forget God." And there was one 
m~n who wr,ote.a letter to one of the city papers in which 
he said something to this effect, "Men ought not to be 
allowed to put such texts as that on any wall; for," he 
said, "I go down YonKe Street every mo}.ning to my busi
ness, and it makes me feel uncomfortable all day"!. 

ITh~t is what' it was intended to do. If a man 'is sick, 
he ought to .kn9w wh,at is the matter with him, and the 
faithful physician will' not fan. correctly to diagnose ,his 
disease ~nd tell him faithfully and honestly what is his 
'true condition .. The Bible .says that by nature we are 
"dead in trespasses and sins". . 

'Death is a t~rrible thing.: "It is very difficult for us 
to define, and it is impossible for us !to tell what life is; 
but. we all know that between Ufe and death a great gulf 
is fixed. Some of you ·hAye had death come to your home 
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when some lov~d one wh~ perhaps has been' ill for some 
time is taken away. You have Iaiawn that there was no 
chance of recovery, you have been facing death for six. 
months, nine months, or twelve months; and when at 
last breath leaves the body the neighbours say, "Well, it 
is.a happy re]ease"-and you know that it is a happy re
lease if that person is a Christian; and yet again and 
again I have been told: as I have visited 'the home of sor
row, "It is impossible to prepare for death." You think 
you know that it is coming, you think you are getting 
ready for the coming of the king of terrors; but when at 
iast he lays his icy hand upon that beloved 'form and: life 
departs, and you look upon him or her and say; "He is 
dead", the shock of iUs almost as great as if it had come 
suddenly. And the reason is, that there is such a :wide 
gulf betwe,en life and death. Men can take life away
but no man can give life. 

What does it mean for a soul to· be "dead in trespasses 
and sins"? We read bi the Word of God about a day of 
future punishment; we read apout a place where the 
worm dieth not and the fire is not quenched; we read 
about a place---I do not speak it lightly, I hesitate to 
speak it at all. J.t falls lightly ~rom the lips of some men 
-but we speak about a place called, "hell". I remember 
a great'tlieological profess'or a few years 'ago preaching 
from this text, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
heareth my. word, and believeth on him that sent me, 
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hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemna- and in some cases has mas'tered the powers of the body
tion; but is passed from death unto life." The professor until the 'man is cut off from communication with God. 
was trying to explain the difference between these great There are men and women who hear'me this evening who 
words "Hfe" and "death"; and of death he said, "It have lived for. ten, twenty, thirty~ forty, fifty, or more' 
relu;:hes the long hand of its meaning 9ut beyond the- years, as though there were no God. You have never 
boundaries' of Time ·and it goes' down-and down-and bowed the knee in prayer, you have shamefullY'-'-or 
down-until it touches"-and tlien he paused as though s'hamelessly-taken GOd'S gifts and you have never even 
afraid to ufter it-he said, "until it touches hell." He acknowledged His goodness' about your family table; "you 
said, "My. friends, God's estimate of sin is"-and again have declared that you' have no fear of God before your 
he paused-"is heIJ." Do not speak it.lig~tly, do not dare eyes; you have never 'prayed!, you have never praised·, you 
to let that word drop lightly' from your lips. I do not have never trusted, you have had no communication wi,th 
know what it means in the future---I hope that no man or God' whatever-dead-dead--,..cut off,. separated from 
woman within hearing of my voice will ever know the God: "Your iniquities have separated between you aneJ 
awful, the immeasurable, the infinite depths of the mean- your God." I 

ing of that d·readful word; God',grant we may never know . 
it. But here and now, what does it mean to be "dead in ISin, my brethren, effects such. separation sometimes 
trespasses and sins"? in this life between members of families, Oh, the tragedy 

Men have tried to 'define death as an interruption of of it;--Jhow i.t separates husband and wife, how it sepa
correspondence. They have tried to define life as con: rates children from their parents! Probably some young 
sisting in correspondence with one"s environment. For man hears me to-night whose mother is away over on the" 
instance: the heart beats, the lungs in'hale and exhale--- other· side of the sea, and' you have. not communicated 
the body corresponds with the air about it. It receives wit~ her since you left the Old Land. She has not ceased 
food, it is in communication with its environment-the to pray these many years that that wanderi~g boy would 

h] come home; and to-night, it 'may be, she is asking, "0 eye sees, :the ear hears, the senses feel, tepa ate tastes, ,. . '? '. • 
we smell the f.ragrance Of the flowers-by all these means Loid, IS he d~a~, or ahve. He IS dead to me, ~ have not. 
we are. in communication with ,the world about us. But, hea.rd from, hl~ -never a. ~ord, he has cu~ hl~.self off· 
so'metimes the man loses hi·s· hearing, and so far he is entirely. So sm separates m human relatIonships. 
cut off; again,. he may be partially paralyzed: ·he ]oses That is bad enough; but the tragedy of it is, that it 
his sense of feeling and he is cut off frpm his environ- cuts men off from God so that there is no' communication 
ment in .that particular; he loses his sight, he loses his at ~ll. I do not doubt that I speak to hundred's of people 
sense of feeling, he loses his taste, he loses his sm'ell- yonder in the park (s0lIl:e of you who have-not come near 
the senses are benumbed. But still.the heart beats, still . enough to be seen, yet may: the voice of the Word of God 
the breast heaves, still theman live8-'he is in correspon- reach you. Men and women yonder, somebody in' one of 
dence with that about him; but by: and by the heart ·is. those verandahs, or looking out of a window) .who ·heM 
still and the breast ceases to heave, there' is no pulse, God'·s Word, you have not prayed, you are without· God 
there is 'no respi·ration;' and the watchers say, "He is cut in this life, here and now you are dead in sin; that awful 
off, he is dead.": thing of which our preacher was spea,king inside the 

'What does it means to. be "dead in trespasses ~nd chllrch this evening has so laid hold upon you that you 
sins"? It means that sin has so gripped the heart, the have no power to deliver yoursel'f from it. That is a black 
con~'cience, the memory-all the faculties of the mind, pi~ture, is it not?· I have dealt with hund,reds o! men 
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who have come to me in their chains, and they have told 
me of their hear.t-sorrow; they have toid me of the 
sh'ackles ,that bind; they have confessed, though not In 
scriptural language, th'at "the strong man armed keepeth 
his palace"; and while again not in scriptural terms, they 
have really cried, "0 wretched man that I am! who shall 
deliver me :f)rom the 'body of this death ?," , 
. lIs there any real salvatione'ls the hope of the world a 

lie? Is ,there a real Saviour? Is there a salvation that can 
se.t men free, and fill their heal'ts with joy and gladness 
fortime ana eternity? That is the great question. I know 
there are ministers o~ the gosp,el-at least, so-caHed
who would endeavour to persuade you that this Bible is 
not ,the inspired, infallible, authoritative, Word of God. 
But I come to you 'in His name to declare that I, in my 
~wn experience, have proved beyond all possibility at a 
doubt that this Bible is the Word of God' Who cannot lie; 
and I bring you a message in His name. What is it? 
Just this, "You hath he made alive." 

I s~id just now that between .life and d-eath a great 
gulf is fixed. Our preacher this evening referred to the 
,Simplon 'Tunnel.' Oh yes; human engineering skill has 
availed often to tunnel the mountains. I remember the 
first time I crossed the Prairies and ,pail~ed througq the 
Rocky Mountains. There ·were a lot of people on the 
train who talked like magpies. 'I felt like asking them 
to be quiet, for I wanted to admire the works of God. 
Somebody said to me, "What do you 'think of the moun
tains?" I said,' "I cannot describe them. But I wiU tell 
yoU what I have been thinking: as I saw this railroad 
winding its way along, I have thought of the bigness of 
these mountains, and of the greatness o'f the men that 
conquered them, and I have thought 'of the scripture, 
. "'Thou mad'est, him to have dominion." Men have con
quered the mountains, they have thrown their bridges 
across the rivers, they have brought energy from above-
they have learned that ute very air is charged with 
energy, and have' learned to harness these natural. powers 
for theIr s~rvices; but there is one gulf that no man has 
ever succeeded in, brid'ging; ,nobody has learned how to 
throw a bridge across that gulf between life and death . 

ISCience boasts of its accomplishments, and a few years 
ago men dreamed of the 'possibility-tliey postulated, at 
least-the possibility of spontaneous generation; they 
thought life could produce itself, or that life might 'be 
chemically produced. I heard of a biological professor 
not so very long ago who said that he still looks for that 
great mira'cle. But the ,fact is, life come's from ante~ 
cedent Hfe, and al'l the scientists in the world caimot tell 
you where life came from. But we can-this Book can: 

, ,"In him was life; and 1!he life was the light of men." 
Our glo,rious God is the Source of life, and He has re
served a 'point at the genesis of life for Hi's own direct 
appearing. He has never' delegated' to anybody else the 
power to give Ufe: as the Father hath life in pimself; so, 
hath He given to the Son to have life in himself. Our 
God has power to quicken d'ead souls-and dead' bodies 
too, for that matter"'"7'"into newness of life. That is what 
happen's whe~ a BOJll is saved: one who is dead' lives 
again, he is brought out ofa state of death into a state, 
of life; .. as our preacheI: said in the chu'rch ser
vice this evening, out from under the .dominion of the 
tyrant Sin to a place under ,the gracious reign of our . 
liord Jesus Christ. 

'But the text says, ''You hatlh he quickened." Before I 
tell you how He does it, let me make this clear to you, 

that rio church can quicken dead souls. That is true of 
ali Protestant denominations: there is no Baptist church, 
or Methodist church, or Pr~byterian chu,rch, or Anglican 
church, that has the power to make dead souls live--and 
let me say it without offen~e, notWithstanding its 'claim, 
the Roman Catholic 'church lias no power to' save 'men. 
"Salvation' belongeth unto the Lord";, the Lord must 

, save; the Lord must quicken ,dead souls; men' must be 
brou'ght into personal. and vital contact with J e~us Christ 
Himself or they never 'wiH be saved,-"You hath he 
quickened." , . 

Has He touched you--..:has He touched -you? 'Do you 
know God,? Have you been 'brought into direct relation 
to Him?' Put aside you,r church members'hip, you Baptist 
people. Although Baptist ChurChes' profess· to receive' 
into membership' only people who have been converted, 
sometimes People get into Baptist churches who have not 
been converted. Perhaps some have, got in~ th~s church 
without being ~aved. We cannot save you: you must get 
into right relationship with God. He will quicken, no
body else can. Will you put aside .your church member
s'hip and your denominationalism" and 're:member that· 
salvation consists in direct personal dealing with God 
Himself?,' He has appointed no human priest, n().I'media

. tor-there is just one Priest, onlY' one Priest. There is 
a passage in the Book that I love, I think I preached from 
the text out ,heJ;e one night last summer, but I give it to 
you now: "E-very priest"-lthat refers to the Old Testa
ment-"standeth daily ministering and offering often-

. times the same' sacrifices, which can never take away 
~ins'!-that is the work of the ,pries't whose wOl'k is never '. 
done (that is like the work of you women. I have always 
heard that your work is never.done.) But here are priests 
who stand' "dail'Y offering oftentimes the same sacri
frces, which can never take away sins"..-never done.' 
There were no seats' in the temple, there were no chairs' 
fo~ the priests to sit down on-"--they d'idJ not need them, 
because in that templ'e there were priests V\"hose work 
was never done--'''but this man, J1fter he had offered one 
s'acrifice 'for sins ~or ever, sat down on the right hand 
of God." His work was finished, He sat down on the 

. right h~nc~.of His Father. . 
Let, me explain to you how He has made it possible for 

dead souls to be quickened. I heard my father say' years 
ago when I ~as a boy that there were two engineers in 
England, one called 'Stephenson and another caHem BruneI. 
He 'said these men showed their skill in two different 

'ways:. one by avoid'ing difficulties, a~'d the other by 
overcoming them. He referred to a certain bridge built 
'by one of these men, and he s'aid that without iosing any
thing he could have moved down the river or up the river 
and found! an easier passage and accomplished the same 
end, but ft was his glory to meet the difficulty and over
come it. "S'o I remind you," my father said" "that men 
have long tried' to pass from this life into the next by 
avoid'ing the d'ifficuity of death; looking for some elixir 
of Hfe that would bridge the gulf; but Jesus met death. 
He went through death, into life, and He saidl, 'I am he 
that liveth, and was dead'; and, behold, I am aHve for 
evermore, Amen;. and I have the' keys of hell and of 
death.' '! He is able to' open the d'oor of life: "I-give unto 
them eternal life; and they shaH never perish, neither 
sh'all any 'man: pluck them out of my hand. MY' F'ather; 
which gave them me, is' greater than all; and no man is 
able, to pluck them out, of my Father's hand." 

Just this simple word: in conclusion. How. does God 
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'quick~n de~d soul:~? What instrume~tality d~es He'use? "1 was brought up in a Ohristian home and went'to Sun
Are all,the people who. are dlead exactly a;like? Some~ody day School always as a child; and sometime, somewhere, 
would point to little children\and .say, "You do not mean, 'somehow; l was converted; but l cannot explain.how-'it 

. to ·say that they are as 'deaA in trespasses' and. sins' ~s is ha:I1Pened." ."WeB," I said, "do you .reme~ber when you 
the criminal behind priso-a· ba·rs ?" Or, they would point· . were born?" "No!" "But you are alive, aren't you? As 
to souie 'drunkaril staggering doWIythe' street an.d. say, long as you are alive, we· wiU for-g.ive you ~or forg,etting . 
"But yOu do not mean to tel.! me there is any comparison, your'birthday!" The great question i.S, I's your soul alive' 
between thes'e little cliildren and:'this· outrag~otis sinner ?'~ unto ,God? not; .when were you born ?, 
There" are thre'e' ilIustration.s in the Scripture, let me give In the' case O'f the young man of Nain': he has· been 
tliem,to y.ou v~ry simply: 9ne was of a little girl twelve carried -out, and Jesus take's him by the hand' and lifts 
years' O'f age. Sh.e'. was sick, and died in her father's .. him up. What' was the instrumentalitY' in each case? 
house; an'd I suppose allthe friends came, in to sympathize Just this: to ·the little girl He said, "Maid, arise." Per~ 
.with' the 'parents; they.were mourning a,nd making a great haps her mother had said, the same thing; she had ·wrung 
ado. Although she had not 'yet become repulsive to her her hands in anguish. and called her by.name, but h~r . 
parents, althou'gh decompos'i-tioI), had not set in, yet she ears could' not hear that voice; but when the Incarnate . 

· was dead. The second instance was t1uit of the young ,God said, ."Arise," there was life..lgiving power in Hi~, 
man of Nairi whom the)} were :taking to his bujial'place, word, and the heart b.egan. to hea't, the breast to heave, 

"'the only son: of his mother -who 'was ··a wid.ow. Just as and the little child was made alive by the power of God's 
the funeral.pro'cession 'was 'passing through· the city Jesus word. In ·the case of the young man, it 'Was the saIJ1e: 

" qlet them and' stopped the ,procession, an~, sent the young "Young man, I say unto thee, Arise." Nobody else ~ould' 
. man . walking home f.rom his own funeral! He had been so 'command, but when Jesus said, !'Arise," Death spread 
.. dead longer than the iittle girl' and it was time for burial, his black wings and flew' away,' and' Jesus delivered him 

but ther'e' was nothing· to· indicate that 'that body was to his mother. And in the case of Lazarus-what a 
· repUlsive .. Death reigned within bu't had'n()t 'manHested striking caSEl that·was!, I never. read it without, wishing 
.its'elf outwardly. 'The . third' ~se was that. of Lazarus.·' I could have been' there. Jesus commanded that thEl stone . 
, You remember Jesus came and· said', "Where have ye laid be roHed away, and quietly lifting His neart an~ voice' 

him? ... Take' ye away the 'stone." ,.. And the sisters of to Heaven' said, "Father,' I thank thee that thou hast 
Lazarus were afrai'd, to have th'e grave ope'ned~tqey said, heard me. And I knew that. thou hearest me 'always: 
"Lord, by this time he stinKElth; for' ,he hat!} heeD: dead but· because of the pe-ople which sta"nd bY' I'said it, that. 
rou,r ~ays .. 'Do, not ~et us g~t the s'tenc~ Qf .death m our they. may· believe that thou hast s.ent me.' And when he . 
nostrIls. Let us·thm~ of, hl~·as we:llI;ld hIm ~'Ya~;.do . hild thus spoken, he·cried"-Oh;·I wish. I couId.make 
not let~ us, lo~k on hIm ,no~;, What IS. the pnnclp'l~? Somebody on the other side,of the parJ:c heat it-"he cried 
That httle .glrl of tw~lveyears of age m her _father s with a lOUd voice Lazarus come forth." What. a strange 
house, .upon the 'bed in' her ~wn ,ro0l!l, was, jUst as d.ea~ ~ word .that was !-Lazarus ~as 'in a rocky sepulchre, bound 
as :r,.a~aru·s. The father ~ou'ld not, calI her back to hfe; '. 'around wi,th g,r.ave-clothes, 'with oth.ers just as d'eado as he 
the mother called her .n~.me aI),d sh~ made n-o answ~r. himself;'yet Jes'us said! to him, ".come ~orth." And in 

· 'T~e, same, w~s true of th~, ~ounlf man, .. the son .of ~he, s()me way. that we cannot, exp~ain Lazarl1-s1 responded to' 
WIdow of Nam......-he was dell.d, nob091 could, awaken hun, it and he came forth ,bound hand' and foot WIth grave-

, h.e made 'no re~Ponse to all the ~alls made to him. So of cl~thes, quickened. by the power. of' the divine Wor~" I 
Lazarus. They were alI dead. \ cannot e~plain the mysstery, it isbeY'Ond me or anybody 

'Sin reigns wit'hin, and in some cases it reigils without else. I do not know how ~at little giri aIiswer~d the 
as weil; but the sin that has begun its work within sooner, call of Jesus, nor the young man, nor Lazarus, except 
or .later will manifest itself outwardly. That . little girl this: that Jesus is God, i,'and he doeth according to his 
left alon'e, without the touch of the life-iGiver, would have wiU in the army. of heaven, an~ among the inhabitants 
become jus~ as repulsjve' as. Lazarus, "fo~ 'she was 'j~st as' of: the earth: and noile can stajr his 'hand, or say unto 

· dead as he. . . ' • '.' 'him, What doest I tho~ ?" And' when ~ esus' Christ com-
: . ,. . " manda, ·it is the very voice th;lt spoke the world,s f.rom 
,What means di.d our Lord employ .to quicken those who '. naught, it 'was He Who s'aid, "Let there:be light, and 

were·physically dead? ,He came i~to the rul'er's house and' 
said', "Why make such an ado?· . She is not dead, but there was light." And if ~ou will take His simple,Word 
sleepeth." And they laU'ghe'd Hini to scorn. But to Jesus and trust the promise's of God that cannot lie, y6~ will 
b~longs the power to impart new life, and ·He knew that find Hfe in His Word. -
He could call that child back to life again; and when -He I Will g.ive· you my own text, and I have d'one: "If we 
said, .'·'Maid, arise," the little child just opened, her eyes, confess our sins, hEl is faitihful and, just ·to forgive our 
and began tQ talk, I .IlUppo;re. She sat up, and posSibly sins, and to ·cleanse us ~rom all I,lnrigh'teousness." My 
that dear little girl did riot know that Blhe had been dead' conversion happened this way; Once upon a tiIpe I was 
'she may have thought thlit she had just gone to slee~ . very proud, and like all proud: people; I had' nota thing· 
but she h~do been iI'ead. T'here are some pe-ople' converted '- in the world to ,be proiId, of-but a grea:t many thing~ 
like'that when very young, and: they hardly.know the mir-- to be ashamed ··qf.' But. I .really did have ·the idea that r 
'aele that ,hilS -happened-,-but it h~s happened ~ust the was so~ebody:-but I gQt ~ver. i~. 10ng . .!Iih~e,' and a great" 
same .. A young woman cam~ to me some yea'rs ago and III:any peQpl~. have helped me to get over It! "But'I went 
wanted to h~ baptized,. .She said, "I carne to Your pre- to" ~ear:a man' pre~h, and he. coul~ not, preach a bit--· 

. "decessor some years ago"-it was not in this church- and- I am glad h~ cQuld not. ('I'remember Spurgeon's tell
.' "and to~d him.-i wanted'to be baptized!; and he asked me ing'of how pe was s~ved, and it was under the preaching 

When, I was' convert~d, and when I told him that I did ,of a poor, illiterate, local preacher in' a little MethodIst 
not . ~now,_ he said; 'I, cahn~t baptize you until .you can' church. The man did .not know. how ~ preac~, he had 
tell 'me how a~d where yo,u were cQnverted.~.". She said, 'never been trained to preach; but he had ~ g,reat text:" 

'I 

' .. 

, I' 

~ -" . 
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"Look unto ~e, and be ye saved, ailt'he ends of the earth: 
for I am God, and there is none else." Spurgeon said he 
knew s~ little that the only thing he could, d~, was tO's'hout 
his text; but'at last, for a little,d'ivers'ion, seeing a young 
man sitting alone ,away back under ,the' gallery h,e ~Ilid', 
"Young man, you look very sorrowful. Look !--'Look!- ' 

"Loold And- the young man looked. That young man was 
oSpurg!'!op.! ,if the preacher had heen educated he might 
have quoted poetry, he might have refer.red 00 the clas:!!-' 
ics; but because he knew nothing but the Word of God, 
God blessed it.) 'That was the kind of preacher who led 
me 'to Christ. He came to preach for my fat'her, and I 
though~ my father was a great preacher-and I still 
think so. I .wondered whY' in the world, they brought him 
to preach, in my ,father's church. ' He spoke like a school
teacher 'talking to a lot of boys and girIs----'and I felt like 
a little boy! I dlo p.ot know what he preached about, I 
have not ~he, faintest idea what he said;, but .h~ quoted 
that text Of S'cripture, '~If we confess our, sins, he is 
faithful a,nd just to forgive us our ~ins, and '00 cleanse us 
from all, unrighteousness." Then he said ,this striking 
thing: "If you sincerel'Y confeS!S your. sins to God, then 
e'ither you are a Christian or God' is a liar." He could 
have s'aid p.o better thing than' tpoat for me that night. 
I tu,rner it over in my mind and I sa,id, "God cann'Ot lie; 
He never did 'lie. He is the God of truth." As I thought 
it' o{er a'iidi knew that God could not lie, I said to myself, 
."T,he ,on~y alternative is, I must be saved." I do' not know 
,how it happened, but I pa'ssed from death unto life. 

iSome 'of you may' say ,when you go home, "We went 'Out 
• 'tQ ,that' open-air service and' all the preacher, ,did was 

to give us a text, and repeat' that text." That is all I 
want to ,do, just to get the Word of 'God into your heart 
and- cons'cience,' that you who are dead by' nature may be 

, made alive by grace through the Lord Jesus ~iist. You 
can then go horne arid say, i'l have something I can carry 
'right up tb the judgment-seat. When- I come to that great 
judgment-day and am asked far the' reason of 'my 'sal'Va-

\ tion, I' will simply say, 'Jesus d,iedl ' for sinnets; and I 
told, Him I was a ~i'nIier ,and I ,claimed' His grace, and 
I was saved'." .! 

I talked to a dear soul before I- came out here to preach 
-I thinK:' she is here, she said she would come out-who 
said,-, "r'could say that I could trust Christ to-nii'ht, but 
what of to-morrow?" '''Well,'' I said, "then you do not 
trust Him. If you are afraid o'f to-morrow, that would 

• not be trusting Christ because he says, 'I give urito them 
'eternal life; and they shaH 'never peris'h,' neither shall 
any ~an pluck them out of,my hand,." Jesus Christ does 
not give you life for tEln years, or -twenty years, or thirty 
yearS: When" He saves He saves f9r' ever. Did you ever 
s,e~ a 1Ilan putting up a 8'C~fford to repair the sun? We 
have' been doing aIL·kinds of build'ing here; and sometimes 
after we have some heating arrangement installed. it 
.does n'ot give warmth enough. I-s it usually warm eriough 
when Old Sol gets to work?, Yesterday we were .having 
some lights instaJiled here for our opening services, but 
we, diid not put up en'Ough because we did not know how 

'many we needed.' I can see you folklil in the front seats, 
but I ,cannot- see the people at- the, back· at ' an. We shall 

" 'have' more before next' Sunday. ~ut 'whim God put one 
light, in the heaven~ to ,rule by day and -another to rule 
by n~ght" He adequately- lighted tM world, and He has 
never h,ad td improve 'on it since. And when He sent His 
S'on into the world, He provided a salvation that never 
has been imprQvea' upon-and never wiJiJ. have to be im
proved, upon ("Hallelu'jah!" "Prai,se the Lord'!")' 

:How many are there who tonight really 'i~ your,heart 
now say" "I dlo for the' first time this evenirig give my 
soul into the .keeping of Jesus Christ"? I would' be af.raid 
too' ask how many of you have'victory bonds, but if you 
bave them, do you ~eep them in your pocket?' Do some 
of you ~omen ,keep'them ~n'the tea-pot at home?' "Why,
no;" :y-ou say, "I 'put them in a strong box 'in the bank." 
Then you have' no victory bonds! "Yes, I ,have." But you 
have not. "Yes"I nave.' I have them in the. bank.", But 
you cannot see them, h~w do you know they 'are i,n the 
bank? '''I have my pass-~ok, ,~ have the receipt. The 
bank is taking care of them for' me." Why do you not 
take care of them, yourself? "Becaus'e I should be afraid 
I .should lose them." Do you n'Ot know that· you have a 
soul that is worth a million times more than a million 
-worlds? Hand it over to the Son of God, and He will 
save you for time ana for eternity. I's there anyone here 
who will trust Chris-t to-night? In the Great War I had 
men wallCing up the ais'les of this church;' they volun-· 
teered 'and were ,not ashamed of it. Some of you men out 

, in the road, o/ill you :not h'onour God by saying, "I will 
trust Him"? 

THE EDIT~R:S ILLNESS 
As ~nquiries ,as to ,the Editor's condition are so numer

ous, we think it. wise frankly, to say what his cond,ition is. 
We have not reported Dr. Shields' illness as piu1Jicu

lar]:y serious up to now; but it may now be said that on 
Novemher 2'1st and 22nd, the doctor and nurses 'feared 
he was nearing the end:. 'He_ was actually at doeath's _door: ' 
"H'Owever, he 'has greatly improved'. 'As in all such cases, , 
the patient' ha~ his ups and downs, bU,t from November 
30th there hasl?een very slow but stead,y improvement. 
'He is not yet' ~trong enough to see as much as one visi-
tor, with -the exception of the doctor and M.r. Slad'e. " , 

Dr. Shields is' earnestly hoping, he' may be able to 'be 
present at the New Ye~_r's Morning, Meeting in J'arv'is 
Street. But it is not likely that he will he able tQ take.' 
on any puhlic duty, for' some months'to come. When he 
has gained his strength he is hoping, with Mrs. Shields" 
to find a warmer clime for a: little while: ' , 

lit is difficu'lt iIi such a case to repor'tfrom day to doay:' 
one has rather to measure progress by weeks. There IS 
now every reason to b,elieve that D-r. Shield,s' yvill com
pletely recover from his illness, and that thereafter he 
may have better health than he has had: for sOme years. 
He asks us to a'ssure the Chuz:ch Membership, THE GoS

,PEL WITNESS F:amily, andl all otper friends, 'Of his great 
appreci,ation of their prayerful int~est in h,is progress,_ . 
and also as~ for continl:led prayer on his behalf. 

\ . 
CHR.:ISo:r:MAS SERVICE IN ~ENCH 

'Sunday, December 27' 
In view of the usual delay in the mails at this season 

due to the Christmas rush, we ~nnpunce in advance the 
French Christmas service that will,take place in Green
way Hall, on S,unday, ,December ~7-, 'at· thr~e o'clock, in the 
a1lternoon. ' : All our f.rii:mds are 'asked .'to,' note the date 
and to make this service as widely knqwn as pqssible. . 

, . 
"Thou art the way; - to tliee alone 
From sin and death we flee; " 
And he 'who would the' Father se~k, 
Must seek Him; LQrd/"by Tliee.'" 

.---cEOltOE 'DOANy: 

" 
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CONVERSIONS D~IRED peroo by their national prejud'ices, for they preached ai 
.A Sermon by C. H. Spurgeon . ,first to the Jews enly, and· it was very hard to'make them 

see that the gospel was meant for the whole race of man, 
Delivered on Lord's Day "Morning, Maich 5th, 18'16 ., ~enti1es as' well 8:s Jews. Their Master had said, ",Go ye 
. , At the Metropolitan Tabernacle, Newingto~ mto all the world, and preach the gospel to every' crea

ture," and yet they began with preaching to the Jews 
"And th~ lhand 'of the Lord was 'With 'them: and a great only. Words could. not have been plainer, and: yet they 

pumber ~eheved, and turne~. unto. the Lord."--=A:cts ·11:21. missed their meaning. It is not to be wondered at that 

THE brethren who had dwelt together in church fel- .,some in o~r day are stilI'una:ble to preach to men a·s men' 
. ,. lowsh~p at Jerus'alem were 'scattered abroad by perse- when we see how slow the early saints were to learn the 

. cutlOn whIch arose about S"tephen. Their Master had told lesson. Brethren if there 'be any narrowness a:boutour 
them "that when they were' perse'cuied 'in one city they spirit, let us pray the Lord to· take it away.'We shall not, 
~ere to f'~e to another~ They obeyed his commandi, and of course. 'be shackled as~these Jews 'were by boasting our 
"In the course of escape from persecution they took very nationality, but perhaps there. may be classes of society 
long journeys-very long journeYs indeed 'forthat age of whom we despair, and'therefore for whom we make 
of the world, when IdcoIl,lotion was exceedingly difficult: no effort. We say, "It would, be useless to attempt the 
but wherever'they found! themselves they began at once conversion of such characters. I fe~ myse}(quite able to 
t~ preach Jesus Christ, so that 'the scattering of the dds- talk to other, persons; but although I am placed in the 
ciples wa~ also a scattering of good-seed' in broader fields. midst of thes'e people I cannot bring my mind ·to speak 
The malIce ;of Satan was made the instriiment of 'the with them about spiritual things, for I feel hopeless of 
mercy 'of IGod. Learn f.rom this, d'ear brethren, every 'one success." Beloved, may you be delivered rfrom this snare, 
of you, that. wherever you are called to go you should . and learn to sow beside all waters. The Gentiles, though 
persevere' .i~ making known t.he name and and gospel they were for awhile passed over by the brethren, turned 
of J es~s. Look upon th~s as your calling and occupation. 'out to be the most hopeful of all classes; from the Gen-' 
You wIll·not be scattered now 'by .persecution, but should t\le fields they reaped! harvests such as were never gath
the demands of business carry you in"to different climes ered in ·Judea. Antioch With its Grecians became famous 
.empl~y your dlistan't travel for missionary purposes: among Christian churches - there the churCH of Christ 
ProvIdence' .ev.ery now and then bid'S you remove your first took its mime aJ;Ilid! a revival of religion, when 'great 
tent, take ~are that wherevez: it is pitched you carry wit'll" . multitudes believed and turned unto the Lord. God had 
Y0l;l a testImony for Jesus. At times the necessities' of from of) old intended that the great majority of the elec
health require .relaxation and chap:ge of air, an'ii' this may tion of l grace should be gathered out of those very GeIlr 
take. you. to dIrfferen't places of public :resort; seize the tiles whom even. the apostle themselves scarcely ventu·red 
opportumty to eJ1~ourage the. churches in .such" localities to address. No'w'then, my brother, "in the light' of this 
by your presence and countenance, and also endeavour to incident begin to work where as yet you have done noth
spre-ad! the knowledge of Jesus among those to whom you. ing: ·begin to hope where hitherto you have despaired, 

• ~ay, be direc~ed. The position which you occ'tP·y. in society throw olit your best energies in that very direction in 
,IS not a~ aCCld!e~tal one; it has not been decreed to you which you'-have felt most hampered, for t:here.awaits you 
?y a blInd, purppseless ~ate; there is pred'estination in to your own intense surprise, a success which wiII ampl; 
It, b,ut that. predestination is wise, and looks towards a reward·,you. yo~ 'need not restrict yourselves to lands 
merci'ful end: you are placed· where you are that you :familiar with the plough,. invad'e- £he primeval ,forest 
may be a preserving salt to: those around~ a sweet savour fell the anCient trees; and clear the -broad acres': that 

. of Christ to all who Imow you. The methods of divine virgin soil will yield you harvests a hundredfold such as 
grace have ordained a happy connection between you and you 'wil~ never "find in fields where others 'have laboured 
the people with whom you ~s'socia'te; you are a messen'ger before you. If your spiritual mining is becoming a fail
of ~.ercy to them, a ~erald of good tidings, an epistle of . ure, open fresh lodes of the precious metal, for' veins of
ChrIs~. 'Fhe s~rrou~~mg dlarknes~ need'S you, and there- treasure lie' concealed 'in the unbroken ground. Launch 
fore It IS wrItten, Among whom ye 'shine as lights in ou~ into the deep, aD'll let down your nets for Ii draught ~ 
the world." You are intended. to warn and rebuke some and muItitud'es of fish shaH ·crowd the net. It seems t~' 
to entreat and encourage others'. To you' the mourne; me to be the dbvious tea:ching of the ten that wherever 
looks for· comfort and 'the 'ignorant for -instruction' let we are cast we should try to do good, and that we ,may 
them never look in vain. Be the true frieRd of men' ob- ',hope for the largest success among the 'most neglected, 
serye their condition before. God, and endeavour ~ re- portions of society. . 
claIm them froI.D their wand·er.ings. If Joseph was sent 'Coming closely, to_ the text, I desire to press upon you 
to Egypt that lie might save his father's house alive, you thi's morning, with g·reat. earnestness, the need of the 
also are sent w~ere you are for the sake of some hidden conversion of men, and th~ desira:bleness that we' should 

. ?nes.of Ithe L()fd'schosen ~amily. If E'sther was placed have .many converted here, and'I shall want to suggest 
In the court of a heathen kmg for the deliverance of her what we can do to pro.duce thitt result. In all these I beg 
nati<!~, .s~ are you, my .. sister, called to' occupy your pres- to 'be assisted by the Holy ISpirit, without whose aid I 
ent p~sItIon for the good of the church df 'Christ. Look s~aU only ex:hibit my own weaknessr and' deaden .those 
~e to .It, brethren, lest ye m'is,! your life's object, and live. 'energies which I long to arouse. These will be our head,s: 
In vam. It wou,d' be a sad .thing .indeed if YO\lo who. pro- 'first, the end we aim at, that many may believe and 

. fess to belong to Christ should be "creation's. blot crea- ,turn unto the Lord; secondly, the power by which this 
'tion's blank", by having failed, to work while it is' called 'Can be attained, "The hand o"f"the Lord was with them'" 

, to-day.' thirdly, the desira'bleness of our object; 'and, f~urthlY: 
'Thes~ good people of the ~rIy church: howev-er, with how we may promote it!'! attainment. 

all theIr zeal, were somewhat narrow-minded and ham- I. Let us speak upon THE END WHICp WE DEsmE. It 

, " 
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, . 
may seem very commonplace, but it is in fact one of the shame.' When a man believes' in Jesus Christ lie puts 
grandest designs under heaven: he who contemplates it away his false gods, and worships the great Father of 
has a higher aim than phi,losopher, reformer or patriot. spirits; he makes no inferior object the ai.m of his being, 
He aims at that for which the .Son of God· both lived and 'but henceforth lives for the glory of God. This is a 
died. We desire that men may believe, 'that is to say, glorious. turning, a complete c~nversion of the man's' 
first, that they may believe the testimony of Jesus Christ h'eart and soul. . . 
to be true, for there are some who have not reached as To turn to 'God means' not merely to forsake the false 
far as that: they reject altogether the inspi,red Wori, and god for the true, 'but to turn from the love of sin. Sin 
to them the incarnation, the redemption, the resurrection, .lies that way, but G<xI~s glory lies in the opposite quar
the glory, the .second advent, are so many old wives' ter. He wh'o looks sinward has his back to God-he who 
fables. You to whom these truths are the light of your looks 'Godward has his 'back to sin. It is blessed conver
lives can scarcely realise the power of unbelief of this sion when men turn from the folly of sin to the glory of 
kind, and yet some men live and die in its gloom. We ·God. With weeping and supplication do men so turn, cori
pray that they may be taught better, and that ~the evi- fessing their wrdngdoing, lamenting their transgressions, 
dence. of these great facts may be forced' home upon them. abhorring their evillustings, desiring pard'on, and 'hoping 
Alas, there a·re many who profess to believe these". things, for removal of their nature. Precious in the sight of the 
'but their only reason for ·so doing is that they have been Lord are the·tears of penitence and the sighs of contrite 
taught so from their child'hood, and it is the current re- hearts. We can never be satisfied with the results of 
ligion of the nation. They regardl the inspiration of our ministry unless faith lead's man to hearty .repentance 
-Scripture, and so on, as matters about which it· is not. towards ·God, an intense loathing of their sins, and an 
expedient to trouble themselves - they do not care one 'actual forsaking of them. • 
way or the other, but find it the easier and, more respec- ITo .turn to 'God" means that henceforth God shaU be 
table .plan to admit the truth of the gospel, and think no sought in prayer. ~'Behold he prayeth", is one· of the. 
more a'bout it. Such a vain complimentary belief is rather indications of a true' convert. The man who lives with
'an insult to 'our holy faith than a thing to be rejoiced in. out prayer lives without God·, but the man who has turned 
But, dear friends, we want more than this faith of in- to 'God is familia.r with the lJlercy-seat. What a turning 
difference, which,. is little more than dishonest un'belief; .it is when the eye is turned upward to seek the Lord with 
'we want men to 'believe for themselves the saving :power the solemn glancing of the eye, when none but God is 
of Christ Jesus . .' We pray that nominal believe;'s may near. To turn to 'God means to 'yield yourself obediently 
treat the doctrines of revelation; not as dogmas. but as to his sway, to be willing to do what he bid'S, to think 
fa:cts; not a·s opinions, but as verities; as surely fa'cts what he teaches, and to be what he commands. Faith is 
as the events of history, as' much verities as the actual nothing uniess it brings ~ith it a willfng and obedient 
inCidents of every day life; for, alas, the grand doctrines mind. Wilof.ul rebellion is .the_ child' of unbelief, sincere 
IiI eternal truth are frequently treated as venerable non- obedie~ce is the offspring of h1,lmble b~lieving. "They 
entities,. and have no effect what~ver upon the conduct believed, and turned unto the Lord." We want men.· in
of those who profess to receive them, because they do not <feed, so to turn that their whole ·life shall be a going 
realise them as matters of fact, or see thei.r solemn bear- towards 'God', a growing more like him, a closer commun
ings. It is shocking to reflect that a change ·in the i~g w~th him, leadi~g on to the soul's bec~ming :gerfectly 
weather 'has more effect on some men's lives than the lIke hIm, and dwelhng fQr ever where he IS. . 
dread alternative of heaven or hell. A woman's glance Now, dear friends,. when I'speak thus of believing and 
affects them more than the eye of God. We, therefore, turning unto God some will say. "Well, but that must be 
desire to see men really and truly believing the facts of' a very easy matter, only to believe and turn." Yes. my 
the gos'pel,' in 'an honest, practical manner. brethren, it appears simple, but it is none the less vitally 

We cannot, however, be cont~nt with this; we labour' essentia!. "~e. t~at believeth o~ the Lor~ Jesus hath 
that those around us may savingly believe ,by pu~ting everlastl~g hfe, ??t he that beh~veth ,~ot IS cond~mned 
their trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. This is the grand already, be:aus~ n~ had. n,~~. behev~d. . You say, .'Why 
saving act: the man brings his soul and commits it to make all t?IS stIr a:bout It. Just ~ecause upon thIS ap
Christ for safe keeping, and! that entrusting of the soul pareI?-t}y httle. ma~ter d~ends ~he present and eternal 
to Jesus saves him. 'He' makes the S'aviour trustee of his ~ondltIon o~ the SInner. To beheve and. ~o tu:t:'n ~o God 
spiritual estates,' and leaves himself and all his eterna'l ISr,tO 'be dehvered' fr0!D the prese~t. domInIon. of 8In, a,nd 
interests' in those dear.. hand's whi'ch once were nailed to f om ~he future ~unIshmen~ of It '. to be WIthout. faIth 
the cross. Oh, ho~ we long to see the Holy Spirit bring- ~nd ~thout Go~ IS to be wlth0!lt JOY .here a~dI Wlt~O'!t 
ing men to this, that they may believe in :Tesus Christ by ope ereafter. Brother:s and .sIsters In ChrIst, thIS .1S 
resting in him and trusting upon him, For this we what you and I must aIm at In all our attempts to In~ 
live for this we would be content to die, that many might flue~ce .our fellow men. It may be useful to reform them, 
heli~ve ' 'but It IS far better that grace should regenerate them.. 
. " .. ," 1Q0~ speed every effort t~ promote sobriety, chastity, 

IThe end we aIm atIs that men may s~ behe,!e In Je~us. thrIft, honesty, and morahty; but you and I are. sent 
that they may be "altogether. changed In thel,r relatIon for something more than th'is, our work goes deeper and 
towa~~s God, !for many be]~eved and turned unto the' is more:'difficult; it is 'not ours to wa~h the blackamoor, 

,Lord. What.d~es ~hat mean .. It means that ~hese heath, but to !leek to change his' skin; we do not so much pray 
e.n . gave up theIr Idols and ?egan to worshIp the o~ly that the lion may be tamed' as 'that he may be turned 
~IV.mg and true God. We deSIre, dear ~~arers, that ~Ith . into a .Iamb. It may be wen to lop the branches of the 
In the ~rd Jesus may lea~' you to gIve up the obJects tree of sin, but our business is to lay the axe at the root 
of your ,Idolatrous love, yourselves, yo?r money, your of the tr~es by leading men .to, !tu·rn to God. This is a 
pleasu.res, the wo~ld, th.e flesh, the devIl; for ~ere be change, not of the outward conduct. merely, but of the 
some whose God IS theIr belly, and who glory In their heart;-and if we dQ llQt st;!~ thif! r~1,llt, ~f m~~ 1;10 llot 
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believe and turn to 'God, we have laboured in vain, and 
spent our strength for naught and' in vain. If there' are 
no believings and turnings to the Lord, We;! may get us, 
to our secret chambers and bewail ourselves' before :God 
because none have beiieved' our report, and tlie arm' of 
the Lord' has not been revealed'. There is the object
aim at it,' saying, '''This one thing I' do." Praying in'the 

_Holy Ghost, and. depending upon his power, ,push on with 
this one sole object.' Dri'v,e at' it, you teaehers in the 
Sabbath-school; do not be satisfied with 'instructing 'the, 

, children, labour to have. them convertedJ Drive at it, you 
preachers; do not b~iieve that you have done your w,?rk 
when you have taught' the people, you must never rest 
till they believe in Jesus Christ.· ,Pu.rsue this in every 
sermon or Sabbath-school address; throw your whole soul 
into this one object. Yours must. not be a cold 'inculcation 
of an external morality, but a warm enthusiasm for an 
inward regel)eration. You are not to bring men to be~ 
-Ileve in themselves and so become~self-made men, but to 
lead them, to 'believe in Jesus, at'td to become new cz:~a
tures . in him. There is our end and ~i'm, and are we all 
alive to it? ' 

less pati'ence per~everes with you, and almighty love' will 
conquer'by you. "The hand of the LOrd was with them.", 
What"more do we want? ,Sow, 'brother, for God has 
ploughed: Go 'up and build, for God! has' prepared, the 
stones and made ready the foundation. " ' ' ~, 

M9reover, the hand of the Lord is with his people in 
helping'the teachers and" preachers themselves. Ther.e 
are ,strange impulses which come' over us at times, which 
make' us think and say, what otllerwise had never crossed 
our minds, and these work with power upon men's minds. 
.If you' will live to win souo}'s it shall be given you in the 
self-same hour what ye shall 'speak. You will often say, 
to an inquirer what you would not 'have beforehand ar
ranged to say; but God, who knows that inquire~'s heart 
better. than 'you do, 'has prevented your saying what' you 
would have liKed, to have'said, and has led you to say, 
what you afterward's ju~ged to -be a mistake. My experi= ~ 
ence teaches ,me that we are often wise 'in our ignorance, 
and as o'ften foolish in our wisdom. We have frequen,.YY 
done 'best when we felt that we did. but badoJy. If we 
will 'but trust 'God and be whole-hearted in the winning 

, of souls we ,shall have a power assisting us'in our speech, 
of which,the greatest orator in the world 'is not ,aware. " 

. 'II. Speak in, the House of Commons for a party, and you 
,Secondly, let uil consiper THE POWER By'WHICH THIS 'will have to look within ,for aid, ,but Elpeak in the house 

,CAN BE ATTAINED! -.- "The ha~d of the Lord was with of the LQrd and you may look upward for spiritual'a,id. 
them." :tfone ever believe in Jesus except those in' The poet invokes the fabled! muses, but for you, 0 'ser-

o whom 'God's arm .has been revealed, for Jesus'says, UNo 'vanfl,of the Lord', there is real help from a higher source. 
ma,n can come to me except the Father which hath sent Think of this, ye workers, and be encouraged, 
me 'draw him." ~ut, brethren, in 'answer to, prayer that ,lBesides pro-vidience and the gracious help by which 
power has 'been revealed among his, people, and is with good mep speak, there is a disti~ct wprk of the Spirit 
them still. His arm is not shoJ;1;en~d that he cannot save, of Go!! upon the hearts of men where the gospel is 
neither has he withd.rawn -it from his church.' Be en- I preached. Not only is, ,the' Sptrit in-.the Word, but over 
couraged whfle I suggest to you a few thoughts. The and above that, is his own 'elect 'God worketh mos~ effec
hand of God is upon many of oU,r friend'S before we speak tually, so the tru'th is rendered irresistible. Let us never 
to them. 'It is mo~t pleasant to, me when I am, seeing in- forget where our great strength lieth, for'in this matter 
quirers to observe how yod makes ready the hearts of we must :rely alone upon the Spirit of God. How often' 
my he\rers. I am studying a certain SUbjeCt, and pray- . has God wrought in the power of his grace by making 
ing, to God! for' a blessing ,c:)D it, and upstll:irs in.a cham- men feel the majesty. of'the word. They con,ie, perhaps, 
ber, which I have never seen, one of my hearers is being to hear the' preacher out of the idlest curiosity, they 10,ok 
made ready for my',messag~; his is smitten with a sense for'something w!lich shaH amilse them; ,but the truth' 
of sin, or tFoubled with uneasy ~hough.ts, or :rendered comes home to them and 'searches their heart. Simple as 

. hopeful of better things, and thus lie is being made ready the language is, '~As,if an angel spake they hear the 
to accept the Christ whom 1 shall preach to him; yes, and ,sol,emn !Sound"; it goes throqgh them like a d'art. andi they 

, ready to accept that particular form of the gosjlel mes-, cannot help feeling, 'i,Surely God was there, and he spoke 
sage which the Spi,rit of ,God gave me .when I preached. with me." . 
There on a sick bed win lie a woman painfully exercised' IThe 'Spirit of God makes men recollect their sins: they 
wHh the sad memory, of her sinful life, in order th~t when~ try to forget them, but sometimes they cannot; sad mem
~he comes up to the' house of God every" wo,rd! may have_ ories steal over them, and wholesome regrets,thrill their 
no'wer over her. 'Sickness and pain, shame and poverty,-,- very sou-Is. Men who have been giddy and careless, and 
often 'produce a condition of mind most.'hopefu-l for "the:": forgetful, have on a sudden found tllemselves turning 
reception of the gospel. A man well to do in circumstancesf! over the pages of their old diaries. and with thoughtful
has, been ruined in' business, ' he .despairs of happinesll! ness reviewing th~ past: all this leads to repentance and 
below, and therefore comes to hear the gospel, ma,d'e will'l! faith. That same Spirit makes men see the beauty of 

)nJ!.' to seek his p,appiness abo:ve.' Another p,as lately feltl holiness·; they' cannot help ad'miI:ing it, though they, are 
failures of bodily str~ngth, and so has been warned ,thaf - far from it. They are charmed with the loveliness of the 
life is frail, ,and thus he is prepared' to -listen to .th€ character of Jesus; and' begin to feel that there is some~ 
admonitions which speak of eternity. C,oui-age, minister" thing about, it ~hich they'would wish'to imitate. When 
.of God': you are nothing, but- ·the Almighty God is w:ith~ ,the 'preacher proclaiins 'the, way' of saI-vation the same, 
you. When you lift your hand 'to buiI'd the house of tht'~. Spirit leads men to admire it;'ancl to s'ay within them
J ,ord;' omnipotence works with you;, and makes youi-~ selves, "There is something here which human wisdom 
labour a success: Every z:evolution of those awful wheels.!; could never have devised," and they bep:in to long fpr a 
so' non-derous that even, the prQ'ohet said" ~·O wheel!" is' share in it. A wish takes possession of their heart. as 
working to accomplish the obj~t "which' is near your thought some strange bird, from an unkn..own land had 
heart. The stars' in their courses ~ight for you', The flown into their souls, a~d had amazed them with a new 

, stones of th~ fiel~. 'are in league with you. Eternal wis- song., They ,do not know where t~e desire came from, but 
'dom plans for you; infinite power works witl). you, bound'- they. feel strangely bound, to entertain the stranger.' 
., .' • I . • ,. , . 
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Sometimes also the Spil'it blows Jike.a h~rl'icaile through. 
men's hearts, and they have been borne along by its 
power without thewill to resist. A:swhen a tempest .rushes 
across the sea, and drives the frail bark before it help
lessly, so have I kpown the .divine Spirit . sweep away the 
peace and quiet of the so~l's self-righteou.sness, stir' up 
the deeps of inward trouble, make the soul to reel 'to an4 
fro and stagger like a drunken man, and impei the heart 
forward to. the il'on-bound coast of self-despair, where 
every false' hope and vain-glorious trust has been wrecked' 

. for: ·ever. Glory be to God when this is the case, for then 
the soul is driven to cling to Jesus. \ . 

'Yes, 'brethren, it is ndt the .preacher, and it is not 
altogether what the preacher says, but there is a power 
abroad, as potent as .that by which the worlds were made. 
Unbelievers sometimes ask, ''Where is your God?" () 
sirs, if you once felt the power of the great Spirit you· 
would never ask that ·question. ""Since the fathers fell 
asleep," say they, "'a11 things continue as they were;" but 
this. they willingly are ignorant of, that new creations 
are' being wrought every 'day, that there are men and 
women alive in this world who are neither liars 'nor en
thusiasts, :who can declare' that upon their spirit the 
eternal power and 'Go.dhead has operated' and changed 
them, conquering them, and hold:ing them henceforth as 
willing captives ~ its supreme majesty .. Yes, brethren, 
there is a hand of the Lord, ang that .hand of the Lord 
is with his people still. If it be not, then we shall see 
no believing and' no turning' to 'God'; but since it is stiIl at work among us, let us work on, for as surely as we 
live we shall see g·reat numbers converted to God, and 
God will be glori:fied. 

. , . Ill. . 
Let us now dwell uP9n THE DESIRABLENESS OF CON

VERSIONS .. It is no new' thing to 'YOU and to me to see 
many believing ahd turning t9 God. These two-and
twenty years G.od's hand, has been stretched out still: 

. we have had no sp~sm of revival, we have not alternated 
between furious spurts and sudden "lulls, but month by 
month, I think I might say Sabbath by Sabbath; souls 
have been saved, and the .church has grown exceedingly, 
and ·God has been glorified. What we have enjoyed we' 
desire to retain-yea, we would have more. The Lord 
says to us what he said to ·the church at Philadelphia, 
"Hold fast what thou hast, that no man take thy crown," 
and our crown is the crown of soul winning, wh'ich we 
must 'hold fast, for we cannot endu.re ·to lose it~ T·his 
must be our crown, that we have preached the gospel to 
both minister and chur~h members, and have 'been all of 

. us soul-winners. We desire this because, first of aU, we 
desire to see truth, godliness,. vi·rtue 'and holiness ex
tended. Who among you does· not? Does not every good 
man wish others to be goodo, every honest man wish others. 
to be honest? Does not every man who loves ·his family 
desire tha:t .other families. should be well-ordered? Oh, 
then, if there were no nobler reason, you may desire that 
men may be converted, since conversion is the root of 
everything t~a:t 'is pure, and lovely, and' of great report. 

You .desire; too, that your fellow-creatures should be 
happy, but· there is no such happiness .as that which 
Jlprings out of reconcHiation to God. The peace which you 
yourselves enjoy throug~ pardoned sin.'must surE;ly make 
you desire that others may possess' the same. If religion 
be indeed a source of perennial joy" to yourself, you are 
inhuman. if you do not wish others to drink of it. Brother 
as you would make ~yes sparkle, aSI you .would mak~ 
countena,:,-ces radiant with delight,:'as I know you woul~ 

\ 

spread gladness on all sides', dlesire above all things that 
your children, you·r relations,: your neighbours, your 
friends, should be converted to ·God,. Thus shall thorns 

· and briar& give. place to myrtles' and rose'l and desert~ 
shall be-turned into gardens of the Lord'. , 

You also desire conversioJ;l.,· I am sure,··because you feel 
the dreadful hazard' of unconverted men. You have not 
yet subscri'bed to the.modern do.ctrine that these men and 
women around you are only two-legged ~ts and dogs and 
horses, and wjll ultimately die out and cease to be. Y,ou 
believe in the God-given immortality of human souls, ,a 
heritage from which no man can escape; the noblest of all . 
man's endowments; in itself the highest of all boons, 
though sin may pervert it into the direst of all necessi
ties. You would have scant motives for desiring men'a 

· conversion if you did not beHeve that there is another 
and everlasting .state; but,· believing that men ~ive here
a.fter,. and exist for ever,. you must, I am sure be eag~r 
that men escape from the wrath to come. Knowing t~e 
ter·rors of the Lord·, you wOlJ,ld persuade men; judging 
that there is one of two things for them all, either "These 
shall go·awaY into everlasting punishment," or else, "The 
righteous into life eternal/' you can never rest until you 
feel convinced that those about you are partakers of life 
eterna:l. Look at ani unconv~rted person, and, your sym~ 

· pathies should be aroused. If I saw tokens of fever, or 
marks of consumption in the face of anyone I loved, I 
sliould be struck' with alarm; what, then, must I feel 
when I see damnation-as I ·do see it-in the face of 
every unbeliever? 'How is it thJt we are not more dis
tressed than we are. when men are perishing in their 
sins? Why, my brethren, are we .not more intent upon 
the conv~i'sion' O'f men? Let these questions humble us 
and cause great searchings of h~art. It is a shame to us ., 
tliat :we have so little of -the mind· of Christ, so little 
compassion for men's souls. 

'Moreover, brethren, self-preservation is a hiw of nat
ure, and the Church can.·never preserve. herself except 
by increasing fr'om the world by conversion. Where are 
the preachers for the next' generation? To-d:ay they are 
amongst -the ~ngodIy; and we must .labour to ~ring them 
to' God. Where are' the . stones that are to malte the next 
course -in the walls of our Zion? They are unquarried 
yet, and we must, by ·God's grace, excavate them. We 
who now labour for the Lord will soon go our ways. Our 
thrones and crowns are waiting for us, and the angels 
are beckoning us away; who will fill. our places?1 Who 
will bear the banner? Who win blow the trumpet? Who 
will wield the sword?· We must find new champions in 
.th~ ranks of the foe; they must be born 'unto God, and 
we must pray. that this may be accomplished by our in-
strumentality. .' 

ISeek conversions for Christ's sake. You know the 
agony and bloody sw'ea t; shall these be spent in vain? 
You know the na-iling to the cro..\js and: the shriek of "Why 
hast. thou forsaken me ?,"'shall these' be unrewarded? You 
have thought over and, trusted in ·the bitter pangs of 
your Redeemer's death; shall he not see of the travaH of 
his l;!oul? Shall he n:ot be satisfied,? These lost sheep ar.e \ 
his sheep; for whom he shed his precious blood; these 
lost pieces of money are 'his' money~ and they bear his 
image and superscription; shall they not be found? These 
lost sons, away there spending their living in riotousness, 
are his brothers, children of 'his Fath'er; do you not des'ire 
for Jesu's' sake that they: should be brought home?' . 

Dear friends, what joy it \\riB be to yourselves if men 
believe and turn to the Lord by your ~eans. I put that 

I • 
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motive last, ~nd hope it wili not be the strongest, but ~t 
may yet he one of the liveliest. What joy it will be to 
yourselves if you see many converted! Somebody has 
asked, "If the heathen are not evangelized, what will be
come of them?" I will put another question of a far more , 
pra~tical character. If you do not try, to 'evangelize the 
heathen, what 'will become of you?, Do not sQ much in
quire about their \ destiny as your own, if you, have no, 

, care. for their salvation.. He who never seeks t~e con
version of another is in imminent danger of being d'amn

. ed himself. I do not believe in 'any man's salvation who 
... is wrapped up in self, assuredly he is not saved' from 

selfishness. I cannot believe in any m~n's PQssession of 
the :Spirit of God who is indifferent to the condition of 

. others, for one of the first fruits of the :S.pirit is love. 
Even as flowers at their very first blooming shed theit 
'perfume, so do the saved o,nes in their earliest days of 
grace des'ire the good of' tp.eir feHows. 'I know that one 
of' my earliest impulses' when 1" first looked to Christ and 
.lost the burden of my sin was to tell everybody around 
me of the blessings I had received, for I longed to make 
others as happy as I was. I do fear me that you who 
never try to, win souls lack an essential part of the 
'Christian ~haracter. I leave the question with your own 

. and with skill. If an individual would win soule he must 
bend hi's whole ·soul to it and make it 'the O'bject of ,his 
whole energy. 

Next to that 'we must take,care if we would have souls I 

won that we press upon them the truths· which God usu
aJoly blesses. 'Shall I read to you the verse before my 
text?' Here it is: "They spake unto the Grecians, preach
ing the Lord J esU's and' the han'd of the Lorlf was with 
them." Now, if we do not preach Jesus Christ we shall 
not 'see souls saved. There' are certain forms of doctrines 

. which condemn themselves by working out their own ex
tinction. Did you ever hear of a minister whose preach
ing leaned toward's Unitarianism but what the~congrega-

: tion sooner or lat~r began to diminish? ThOugh many such 
preachers have been men of great ability, they have not as 
a rule been able to keep the dead thing on its feet. You 
'shall go into our small towns, and you may find an ancient· 
c'hapel which was once an Independ'ent or a Presbyterian, 
or it may be a Baptist chape~; bu't if you see ,over the 
door' "Unitarian", you have, as a rule, seen a'll that there 
is. There is neither church nor congregation worthy of 
the name; frequently the place is never opened' at all, and 
the gra!!s grows knee deep ,on the path to the door. Even 
when these little places are used, you will generally find 

• that they contain half a dozen nobodies Who think them
selves everybody as to inteHect and culture. It is a' re
ligion of tl,1e utmost value. to spiders, for tQose insects 

Fourthly, let us ~nquire, WHAT WE CAN Do TO PRo- are able to 'spin their .. webs in the meeting-houses with-. 

consciences. 

IIV. 

MOTE CONVERSIONS. Conversion is God's wOJ;"k: it can- out fear. Who ever heard, whoever will hear of a Uni-' 
. riot be wrought without his hand. Without "ldm we can tar ian Whitfield, or.a ,Socinian Moody gathering twenty 

do nothing. Our hand is far too puny· for such a work; thousand· people to listen to a Christless gospel? It -is .a 
the power of the first' disciples, and our' own lies in the pheno,menon which never has been seen and' never· will 
fact mentioned in the text,-;-"'The hand of the Lord was be. Men's instincts lead them to turn away from a creed 
with thern,." Still, there are certain ci,rcumstances under which contains so lit'tle ·which can solace\ the troubled 
which that hand will work, and there are hindrances' soul.' . 
which will restrain it. Let us think awhile. First, . 'If we want souls saved' we must equally avoid the mod- ' 
then; if sinners are to be converted we must d,istinctly . ern intellectual system ih all its phases. "Oh," cries 
aim at it: As a rule, a man does what he tries to do, and some'body, "you should hear the great Mr., B9mbast. It 
not that which is mere by-play. The conversion of sin- is-Oh, I cannot tell you what it js" but something very 
ners is not one of those things which a man is likely wonderful; it is an -intellectual treat." Just so; but how 
to accomplish without intending .it. Sometimes in the many conversions ar'e wrought by this wonde~ul display 
sovereignty of God a preacher who does not a'im at 'con- of genius? How many hearts are broken by fine rhetoric? 
versiop. may nevertheless be made useful, for God works How many broken hearts' a.re healed by philosophy? So 
as he wHls; but largely, ap.d I!-S a rule men do not win far as 1. have o'bserved, I find that God, does not save souls 
souls if they do not eagerly desire to do so. Fishing for by intellectual treats. . 
men cannot be carried out. by throwing in the net anY-Certain views as to' man's future are equally to be kept 
how, without caring whether fish be caught or not. Few clear of, if you would 'be the means of conversion. Dim
trad'ers ,become rich by acciQ;ent, they generally ha:ve to inish your ideas of the wra'th of God and the 'terrors of 
plod and work hard for money': and to be rich in treas~res hell, and ~n that' proportion you will diminish the results 
of saved souls 'you must aim a!t it and labour for it. I of your work. I could not conceive a Bunyan or a Baxter, 
am struck with astonishment 'as I think how many ser- or any other great soul-winner, falling into these n~w 
mons are preached, how many Sunday-school addresses notions, or if he d'id there would be an end to his success. 
are given, how many religious· books are written 'o'f which Other crotchets arid novelties of doctrine are also to be 
you a,re quite sure that'the intention was not immediate let' alone, for they are not likely to promote your object" 
conversion. It is thought that in some 'unknown way but will most probably' divert men's attention from the 
these good' things maY4Jl.ccidEmtally contribute to men's vital point~ 'Dear brdthers and sisters, if you want a 
salvation, but they are not aimed at as their present harvest, look well to your seed. 'Time was when garden
object. Ah, 'brother, if you want' men to come to Christ ers threw all the little potatoes on one' side for seed, and 
you must preach ,Christ'to them with all your heart, with' then 'theY' had bad' crops; but now I have seenoothem pick 
this design, ',that immediately they may close in with' out the very best and put them by. "We must have good, 
Christ, and at once give their hearts to Jesus. Yes, and • seed,", s'ay they. 'If I ·had Ito sow -my fields with wheat 
you are to pray that they may do so through the present I _would not take the tail corn. I sJrould' grudge no ex
effort which' you are making for their good'. There is pense abou:t seed, for it would be a false economy to buy' 
the target, and if you continue to shoot into the air long any but the very best. Go preach, teach, and instruct 
enough an arrow may perhap's strike it; but, man alive, with' the best doctrine, even that of God's 'word; 'for . 
if you want to win the. prize of ar~hery you had better depend upon it though the result i~ not in your hands, 
fix your eye upon th~ whit~ and take your aim distinctly Y'Elt, it very much depend's upon what you teach. O,~-
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nal and ever blessed' Spirit, guide thy servants into all 
truth! 

Next to this, if you want to win souIs for Christ, feel 
a solemn alarm a'bout them. You cannot make them feel 
if you do not feel yourself. BeHeve their, danger, believe 
their helplessness, believe that only Chri'st can save them, 
and talk ,to them as if you meant it. The Holy Spirit 
will move them by first moving you. If you can rest 
without their being saved they. wiIl rest too'; but if you 
are filled with an agony for them, if you ~annot bea,r 
that they should 'be lost, you will soon find that they are 
uneasy too. I hope you will ge't inte:> such a state that you 
will dream about your child" or a:bout your hearer perish
ing for lack Of Christ, and start up at once and begin to 
cry, "0 'God" g-ive me converts or I die." Then you will 
have converts; there is no fear about th'at. God does not 
send travail pan'gs ,to his servants without causing them 
to abound in spiritual children. There will be new bi,rths 
to God when you are agonizIng for them. 

But; let me add, there must be much prayer. I delight 
to be in prayer-meetings where the brethren will not let 
the Lord go except he bless them,' when a brother prays, 
choking as he speaks, ;tears rolling down his cheeks 
as p,e plea:ds with God' to have mercy on the sons of men. 
I am alwa~s certain that sinners are ordainedl to be 

. ble'ssed when I see saints thus compelled to plead with 
'God for them. In your closets alone, at your family altars, 
and in your gatherings for prayer be importunate, and 
the hand of the Lord mus't and will be with you. Cry 
aloud and spare not, pl!,!ad as for you,r lives, and' bring 
forth your strong arguments, 'for only by prevailing' 
with 'God will you be enabled to prevail with men. 

Then there must be a:dded to prayer direct personal 
effort' on the part of all of you.' Great 'numbers may be 
saved by my preaching if the Holy Spirit blesses it, but 
I shall expect larger numbers if you all turn preachers', 
if every brother and sister here becomes a witness for 
Christ. Are you indolent? Are any of you beginning 
to sleep? I charge you, wake up. By the love you bear 
to Jesus, and by the love you, bear to your fellow men, 
begIn at once to seek the cbnversion of those who dwell 
around you. 0 my beloved, do not become lukewarm. My 
heart fails me at ,the very thoug,ht. If you are earnest,' 
I live; if you gl"ow slo'thful, my spirit dies within me. 

'Last of all, if you want to see many converts, expect 
,them.' "According to your faith- so be it unto you." Look 

out for them; believe that God will bless every sermon, 
and go a-'hunting after the sermon to see where the con
verts are. A'S a company of sutlers and camp;-foUowers 
generally after every army, and after a 'battle go up to 
s'trip the slain, so if you cannot preach I would have you 
follow after the warriors to gather in the spoil. No one 
needed to urge the voracious spoilers to prowl over the 
field of Sedan or Gravelotte, but now it ever seems need
ful to persuade you to coHect a far no'bler prey. Come 
ye up; come ye up, ye serVants of the Lord, and divide 
the spoil with the strong. Christ has fought your battle, 
the arrows have been sharp in 'the he'arts of the King's 
enemies, the two~edgeii' sword has 'smitten right and left; 

. come ye up, ye sons of Jacob, to the prey, and, gather in 
the converts as your -spoil. S'Peak with the young con
verts, cheer the broken hearts, 'comfort the seekers, and 
bring into his palace tropnJes' for your Lord. ' Verily, I 
say un'to you, if ye look not for conversIons neither shall 
ye abtain them, but then blame not the Lord; ye are not 
straitened in him, but.,in your own bowels. God biess 
you, beloved, and may we have a larger increase to this 

church during 'the next month than we have had for 
years past, that our God may hav,e g,reater praise. , 

'~ortion of S'cripture read before sermons-Acts 11. 
'Hymns from "Our Own Hymn 'Boo.k", 387, 450, 331. 

"YEA, ~ THER" 
It is often wise to ask for the old 'paths, and to culti

vate a' more intimate acquaintance with ,supposedly fa
miliar places. T'here are scriptural words and phrases 
which seem to be altogether commonplace, and, which ac
quire to our view a Wholly familiar aspect because of 
their very o'bviousness. There is such a text in the eighth 
of Romans and the thirty~fou.rth verse-. We have read, 
it hundreds of times, and, have seen something of its sig
nificance; yet it comes to us to-d'ay with a new meaning, 
and flashes upon us with an entirely new relation. 

The words seem, on the surface, to be one of thos'e self
revelations common to many speakers and writers, which 
seem to indicate something of the inward operation of 
the mind. 'The writer has penned a word which .falls 
short of his full thought, anq he adds another to com
plete it. Or 'such an example may be found where' the 
author dleliberately uses such a supplementary fom of 
'e~ression for rhetorical purposes, and to give proper 
emphasis to his thought. ,Both may be involved, in OUI" 

text; but if we regard these words as divinely inspired', 
as we db, 'such a seeming correction and' rearrangement 
of emphasis, has a special ,significance. 

Truth cannot be wholly apprehenaed at a glance, nOl" 
fully expressed in Ii. word. "It is Christ that died.", Is 
that all? You are versed in geography. You know the 
way to Golgotha? And you have seen the Cross?, You 

'know its dimensions? You know its purpose-Oh, yes, 
you know it is an instrument of death. Pilate will in
struct you, Herod will confirm his testimony, the chief 
priests and the scribes, the' soldliers and the centurion
they will all agree that you have apprehended the truth: 
"It is Christ that died." 

'But loo~ 'again, reflect again" investigate further. Do 
not sit down in the darkness and on the preparation for 
the ~abbath, and say, "It is Christ that died." Time muSt 
have opportunity to witness; friends must be heard as 
well as foes; angels must be allowed to speak, andl th'en 
we shall say, "It is Christ that died, yea rather that is 
risen again, who is even at the right handl of, God, who 
also maketh intercession for us." "Rather"-"even"
"also"; three adverbs! Do they matter? May, we not 
d,rop out the little words?' Ah, there is more 'in ,human 
speech than verbs and subs'tantives. You must have your 
adverbS, and ,your '~dverbial phrases., We d'O not mean 
that the elements of truth are to be classified gram
matically: we mean to say that there are the modifying 
elements of truth which must be examined in order to 
a~ u'ndlerstanding of it. Therefore we must look again; 
we must listen again; we must consi,der a,gain. "It is 
Christ that died." Shall we leave it there? Is' there any 
modlifica'tion of the darkness, the tragedy, the defeat, in
volved in that sen:tence? What can an adverb do for us? 
Perhaps it can lead us on to other modifications until 
everything is changed. Let us look again: "It is Christ 
that died, yea rather, that is ris'en ag.ain, who' is even 
at the ri1ght hand of God, who also maketh intercession 
for us." Thus death is swallowed' up in victory!' -

Truth is worth a second look, is it not? It is generally 
recognized to be so when it Concerns the viSIble and tem

~ pora!. No man will either buy or seH without a "yea, 
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rather." W~ insist on proving all things, and holding fast to 'be truth. "It is Chri~t that diedJ,' yea r~ther" tnat' is 
that which is good, when the "all things" have a monetary risen again." The first is untrue without the last. If you 
value. ," , I break a piece of marble statuary to fragments, it is no 

IThis is, apri~,<;iple which few ignore in, their educa: longer true to say that it is a ,work ,of art. Any affirma
tional pu'rsuits. , There a,re principles, which cannot be tion -concerning Christ can be, only conditionally and rela
r~d'Uced,to a truism, and there are aspects of truth ,which ' tively true. For instance: He was a'good man---iit"is not 
defy axiomatic expressipn, ,Hence 'in' the pursuit of, true unless you can' add, "Yea, rather,,:He is the God
knowledge cif natural phenomena, the' necessity for nian." The first cannot be true Without the last. Cll!oini-

.,pa,tient res~arch and! prolonged re~lection is as'su,med. in:g, to be God, He must have been what ,He said J:le was, 
Why, then, should we presume to expect to receive all· 'or 8e cQuld not have been even goodl. Thus the perfeCtion 

that may be known of the spiritual realm photographi- of His humanity d'epends upon the reallty of. His Deity. ' 
cally and .instantaneously.?, "It, is, Ch-dst that dJjed; yea Thus truth m).lst be seen ljelatively c>r it ceases to be 
rather"----'then go ,on, with the lesson, for within ,that truth., I' , , 

infinite compass: lies the 'truth, which, 'appre'hended, lifts And this, in turn, impli'es ordes and! perfection. "Ah," 
the soul from the ruin of death accursed on the Cross, says one, "I would hear about the life of Christ. Let us ' 
to a life redeemed arid resplendant' ,in glory:', go beyond the Cross to th~ .resurrection-I believe'in the 

IThen again: A haff trutQ may iri,volve an untruth: "It risen Ghrist." Brit of what value is His life without His 
is Christ that dlied." That is perfeGtIy. true. But that is 'death,?, You cannot have ,a house without a foundation, 
precisely what His enemies affirm of Him, and in and nor build a temple upsidedown. Let us 'see-":Who is he 
by their ,affirmation, deny the truth .of that' whi,ch He that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea, rather, that 
affirms of Hi~self. " I...... is risen again." Thus' we must lea,r!l to view all .truth 

We do welI'to r¢memb~r th~t the gospel may, be ,denied rela:tively Qr.'we canp.ot view truth at all. ' 
by proclaiming only a part of it. A person's life may be But these principles must'needs be turned! to,practical 
d1estroyed just as effectually by a prc>cess of starvation as account. We' have not been _speak;ing of truth in' the 
by direct poisoning. A man'may be strictly orthodox in abstract merely, of truth objective'to ourselves; but of 

• ~is speech 8;nd dangero~sly: heretical i·n his: silence! What principles which affect the truth that' is vy-rought into 
he says may bEl strictly, triIe, and yet his speech ,may be ' human experi~nce., , , 
rendered untrue by what he withholds. Thus the: souls Observe how it bears upon our own spiritual conflicts. 
of men may be led astray---;!not so much by a false teach- Can y.ou exaggerate the depth of your 'spiritual wretche.d
er's spee.ch as' by 'his silence. We believe that is a' very ness? How' true is it that we are sinful and weak and 
r~al danger to-day" A one~sided pres~ntation of Christ, helpless '! How shall we express it ?--;-~'O wretchEld:' man 
a tra,nsference of emphasis in the reading of the Gospel, that I am! who shall deliver me from the' body of this 
may constitute a positive misrepresentation of Christ to death ?----'yea, 'rather---iThere i.s therefore now no' con
men. And in this realm, as in others, a nelitral may be demnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk 
'more dangerous than ,an avo~ed ehemy .. , You can fight' not,after'the flesh"but after'the,Spirit." How,prone we 
an enemy; a neutral dIe;mands ,a certain polite treatment. ate to view lif~ fragmentarily and tempo,rally! In our 
Thus the devil accomplishes 'his deadliest purposes under estimate of life's griefs and tears, we have no perspec
,a neutral diisguise. Beware of the modern heresy o'f de- tive, and rio ~ense of balance, and propoJ,"tjon. But again 
le'ting the essentials o:t'the,gospel; and insi!!lt on the com- our ':principle, helps ,us. We must of ten' say with J'acob, 
plementary, "Yea, rather,." , - {'Joseph is not, and S'imeon is not, and ye will take Ben-

It may be worth, while considering some examples Of, j~min away:, alI these thil1gs are against me" - Yea, 
this princi.ple. What is -the gospel? Someone says: ",Christ rather; we must ever believe' with P~ul, "We know that 
also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should all things work together for, good, to them. that love God, 
follow his steps"-yea, r.a-ther---:"Who' his own !!lelf bare to 'them who are the called according tO'his purpose." 
our sins in his own bod'y on the tree,' that we, being dead You ,recall an experience where you suffered humiIia
to sins, should live ,unto righteousn~ss: by whose stripes ,tion arid shame, when 'self-denial deepened into self-abne
ye were .. he~led." Christ is your.' Example, yea', ra,ther, gati6n. YO\! recall it with a shudidler and say, "Jot was a 
He is your Su-bs'titute, and sin.!Bearer, and S'urety with ,veritable Calvary to. me, an ,experience. of real cruci- I 

God. fixion"-yea, rather, let it, be remembered as a resur- ' 
. What is the truth 'as in Jesus? Another will reply:' rection, when the corn' of wheat that fell into the g.round 

"In Him, a perfect humanity, is exeni'plif.i'ed. I glory' in and died, brought forth !lIuch fruit. Thus we shall be 
the humanity 'of Jes\ls." And it','is,good.'to be assured of, ablE; to view ~h~ discipline o~ life perspectively. , 
His perfect humanity; but-yea', n!,ther--to be assured of Even yet,' we are too n~ar the 'YB:r, properly' to esti~' 
His Deity also. We ta;ke' these general,thil1gs to iIJ,us-' mate' it. , But how sh~ll we write it?, 'ShaH we say; "It 
trate a general principl~. There is nqt a; doctrine of. g,race was a time of suffering, of prolonged, agony, of unex
""hich has not been distorted; and'misrepresented, and ampled strain anp. effort, of unp,recedented ruthlessness, 

- denied, b~ means c;>f mutilat~on and division into half and predatory bloodlust, of u~pa,ralleled lawlessn~ss on 
truths. It is charged against Christian or,thodoxy that it land and sea, and in the air-'-yea rather\ may we not say 
represents' human nature as being totally depraved, and it was ,a time of loving self~denial, of self-sacrf~cing ser.
incapable of itself of righ'~-doing. But',that,is ,not all. vice, of heroic devotion,'of noble:determination, a'renais
"Dead in tres'passes ,and 'sins" ?-yea, rather....:...:"Youhat~ sa nee' of chiva-lry,: of 'bi-gl) thinking, and pure livip.g, . 
he quickened who were dead in trespasses and.sins." when righteousness p,roV'f\!,d 11ts immortality, and truth wa;s 

'Si>. "too, it. is complained that the Old Theology consigns victorfous, and mrerty was' crowned? S-o; ,pei'haps, may 
unbelievers to heil: we answer, "Yea, rather, it procla,ims, we 'be ~able to .. speak of tne 'long struggle',of life. "It is' ': ' 
the' kingdom of, h:~aven opened to alI 'believers.'" 'Ohrist that'died, yea rather, that is risen, again." The, 
, This leads us to the further,observati'on, that all truth Cross ,is inevitable-yea rather, so -is the ,empty grave! 

must be viewed in its complementary relations or 'it ceases That is, the testimony of history. "I 
• ~ / • \,. I • ,. • 

\ 
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'tHi: POWER OF THE GOSPEL IN PARIS' deceived by the procedures and arguments employed. , 

T' H;E 'church at ColOlnbes, a ~uburb of Paris, r~cently I was.well acquainted with the atmosphere of those meet
celebrated' its fiftieth anniiversary. The writer had ings of 1936 where one had to strike ,hardl and fast to' 

- the privilege 'of,preaching in- French in this church last gil'in an a·rgument! 
. summer, and Dr. Shields has 'also visited' jt on several ' IWould the 'rumble of great armament~ that moved 
occasions. It was found~d in 1903 in the home o,f Mr. across Europe bring a message of peace to the world? 
and Mrs. Emile Raynaud who had, been converted in the I lived in' a world 'of bitter troubles and was often tempt
Salvation Army. ' They inyited-/a few friends· and neigh- ed to put an end- to such an existence. One Sunday I 
bours to meet in their home, and' from their faithful sought to' escape from the id-lene~ and, loneliness that 
witness, with the blessing of the Lord, grew one of the oppressed me, and, noticing that 'the Protes·tant meetings 
strongest 'and most active Protestant ,churches ip., the of'my mtIe town were free to all, I made 'up niy mind' 
region of the great city ·of Paris. SC~pticism and! indif- to go in and satisfy my curiosity, thin'king that I should 
ference, lately aided ,by Communism, ,have lll;ade great never r.eturn a seCond tim-e.-
'inroads among w()rking class Parisians, . and' the, Church 'The service had' scarcely begun when I seemed to be 
of Rome has uDli'ertaken special campaigns to :win back a 'hundred! miles from the earth. The calmnes's, the spirit 
to its fold great masses' of professed Roman Catholics of meditation, the tr~nquility of the congregation, the 
who hpve deserted the ranks of the 'C~urch. It is spe- conviction evident in the hym'ns- and the prayers, all were 
cially interesting in the light of this to read: 8'Omet~ing so d-ifferent from anything I had ever known before. 
of what God has wrought through the years in this' ev~n- Suddenly I was ashamed of being_ seen in such a meet
g.elical Church, ,the only Protestant church in the district. ing, . and it seemed that every word, that 'I heard con-

'IMarl'ame Ray-naud', the widow of' the founder-pastor, demned me. ,Instinctively I bowed my head' at the time 
who is' now niinety-'One' years of age, gave a short mes- of prayer and I' realized that the peace that I had long 
sage at the anniversary m'eatings. She said!:, ,"Do not sought, the true love, the only thing that could save me 
be idie, and do not be timid' for the Lord." Her long from myself, the pure hope of a bettJ.!r worid, we,re all 
'experienc~ in the 'Lord'S' service and her great age gave there, and I had, not known it! , ' 
a special authority to her- words, and the' affectionate ;Stirred to the depths of my soul, vanquished to the 
regard i>f the entire "church niember~ip was expressed point of kneeling in prayer, it seemed to me that the 
to her by a lovely bouquet o~ flowers presented, by one' Divine Word that was read and preached that day were 
of the smallest members' of the Sunday school. specially said for the lost child' mat I' was. These are 

~ , ,The pastor of this thriving wprk is M~. E;mile ,Guedj, the words: "Everyone that heareth these 'sayings of 
well-known among us in Cimada, for his Gospel singing. mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish 
He has giv'en twenty' years of life to this work, and we man" which built his house upon the Sand: And the rain' 
join with Le' Lien"Fraternel the organ of our French qescended, and the f1o()ds came, and the wind's,blew, and 
Baptist Churches, in praying th~t th~ Lord will strength- beat upon that h,ouse; and it feU: . and gqoeat .was the 
en, inspire, an<iI'bles's him in his great task. ' , fall of it." ('Matt. 7 :,26f). '.. '" . 

ISeven members of the church, all converted from' the IThat night I t90k home a New Testament that I read 
darKn'ess of Rome, gave th'i!ir testimonieS' at, this meeting, 
and as an instance of how the' Grace of God works in until, the ~rly hours, ,of the morning. At that moment 

I t h th 't f f th a new life began for me,' and I knew then that the dis-, 
,Fran'ce, we trans a e 'ere . e accoun 0 one 0 e~e or-der of my life and the pride of my thoughts would 
testimonies, as given in Le Lien Frattwrtel . b-ave forever separated me from God if His pard'On had 

True '~Socialism~' Is in the Gospel 
'A Testimony Given by a Member of the Columbus Church 

IS'ince my childhood I was hostile to the principles of, 
Roman Catholicis'm in which, for the sake of appearances, 
iny family had given .me special instruction. 'Encouraged 

, by'my father's atheism, I decided! that as soonas the 
. rel-igious instruction was terminated, I would have noth
ing to do with the practice of religion. Much mo~e, the 
hatred: and dislike kept-up in my mind a continual re-
,volt against all that had to do with religious matters. 

:About fifteen years ago, when the troubled' epoch of 
the years 193!J-1944 was being' prepared in an agonized 
world, I completed a course of stud'ies lead~ng' to the 

. not been offered me by His I gr~at redemption in Jesus 
~ri~ , 

'l'he years' have passed. He has been faithful, I know 
that He loves me and from Him I look for all things. 
The sc()rn of my former friends and the misunderstand

'ing of my 'relatives have cause~ me to find still greater 
swee'tness in the voice of my, Saviour W;hich' never ceases 
to say to me, "And- what is that to thee?" , 

BOOKS AND BOOKLETS 
By DR. T.,T. SHIELDS 

teacl),ing profession. Like many of my young fellow- "Th. Plot That F.Ded" _ 2.00' 
stUdents, I used' tp dream of a, renewed world where "Oth.r Littl. ShIps" $2.00 ' 
social justice would rule 'among nations of ' ,brothers. With sp.ci.1 lIIustrat.d Numb." of S.pt. 28 ---.-,' .25 
the enthusiasm of youth I 'belonged to the International "Russ.lIIsm or Ruth.rforcilsm". 71 pages ' - .25 
Socialist F.ederation., During that per-iod,,:th~ newspapers ·'Th. Pi/pacy in.th. LIght of Scrlptur .... 26 pag •• __ ~ .25 

• " an'd th.: .gatherinh'gs· ?df tl~et~e~remel-left occupie!i ,all my, '::Toho·.'sOK'!.lol.rdd 16
n 

roAUct·PloAn n~!eyze.nd·6· one to' Hea~en7" ____ .'0°55 
,spare tIme,- and t e '1 ea IS IC Impu se of my mind found \ ' M 

a seeming satisfaction in Revolutionary' SOcialism. '''Th. ChristIan AttItude Toward Amusem.nts" , .os : 
The' revolution took plaee, but it 'was -the very One "Th.· 60d of, All Comfort.. ;05 

whom I had not ,known unti·l tha,t moment who brought rile· Gospe'Wltlte .. 
it about' in my heart.' When I used to d·rea-m of social 130 G~rrard Street East" Toronto 2 ." Canada 
peace and of world-wide brotherhood, I ·was soon bitterly 

, . , 
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FRANCO BAND PLAYS "0 CANADA" AS ENVOY 
PAYS STATE VISIT 

. Mad,rid, Dec. 10 (Reuters).-Gen. FJ"ancisco Franco's pal-. 
ace guard band struck up "0 Canada" for the first time 
today, when Lt-Gen. M'aUrIce Pope pre'sented his credentials 
as. the first Canadian amlbassador to Spain. 

Pope. 64, introduced ... his· staff. then had: a 20-minute in
formaL chat with the Spanish' head of" state. . 

He later said: "I was received' by the chief of s'tate in a 
mos't f.riendly way and we ,had' a conversation on topics of 
interest to ·both our countries. Gen. Franco expressed the 
hope that now diplomatic relations have been established be
tiw:een our two countries. fri.endly contacts' between Canada 
and Spain would be fostered thereby." 

r.l'housands of spectators gathered along Pope's route from 
the ~itz Hotel 'to ,the presidential palace to watch the color-
ful parade. I . 

The new Canadian ambassador rode in an 18th centurY 
:state coach drawn by six horses. escorted by 100 of Franco's. 
famed mounted Moorish Guard .. 

At the head of the procession was a tw.o-'horsc coach carry
ing Canadian Trade Commissioner E. H. N aguie. followed by 
a four-horse coach carrying the embassy's first secretary. 
John McCormick. . 

Preceding the am!bassador's carriage was a section of 
Franco's Guard of Lancers in flowing white capes and tur-
!bans.and scarlet Moorish uniforms. . 

'Behind the coach Cilme trumpeters dressed in orange and 
" white. with another section of' lancers in blue and white 

bringing u~ the rear. ---_ .... -"'----
SPAIN HONOURS QUEBEC'S NATIONALISTIC 

ANTHEM 
Last week'F·ranco's Palace Guard played "0 Canada" 

in honour of the new Canadian Ambassador appointed to 
the Spanish dictator's government. 

iSpain and Quebec are two of the most strongly Roman; 
Catholic regions left in the' modern world. 'rhey both 
boast of their loy:alty and devotion to the pope and both 
eX:hibit the s'ame Romish bi"gotry against Protestantism 
and the same opposition to f.ree speech. Quebec enjoys' 

i a democratic government and toe advantages of Britis~ 
law and order, due to the f~ct that it forms a part of the 
Dominion of Canad:a. Ma,ny French.:Canadiians recog
nize that the Brit~sh Conquest has proved to be a blessing 
in disguise to them,. and that ~nder the British flag 

/ Canada 'has 'dleveloped .as a free. seU-governing nation 
where there is justice and liberty for men of all' creeds 
and races and languages'. The priests, however. have 
exploited the narrowest and most fanatical sentiments 
of racial pride, linguistic .prejudices and national feeling 

. for their. own selfish ends. They repres'ent themselves 
as the friends of the habitants, and the "English" as the 
sworn enemies of French-Canadians. They ·teach that 
to speak French is to be'~ Roman Catholic. to speak Eng-

that is the altar of the Roman Church. and by "Uberty" 
we must understand the sort that is preaehed and prac
ticed by the Roman Church in Q'\iebec and in Spain. . 

IThose who are acquainted with the a~t~entic F.rEinch 
version of the song "0 Canada" by Basile Routhier, rec
ognize ,that it is not only iregional, but racial and' sec
tarian, and therefore cannot be the national anthem of 
all Canadiians from sea to sea. But few English-speaking, 
Canadians are' aware that the w.ordsby R:-Stanley Weir. 
which we usually sing to the same music, do not hear 
the slighte'sst resemblance. except the -title, to the French 
"0 Canadla·... We give here a prose translati.on of the 
original French song as it is sung in Quebec. Our read
ers will be in a position to fonn theiir own judgment 
as to whether "·0 Canada" is a national anthem or a 
"nationalist" son·g. 

"0 Canada! Land of our ancestors, thy forehead' is 
crowned with glorious ornaments. For thy arm knows 
how to bear th~ sword. it bows how to beu the cross; 
thy hisitory is an epic of the most brilliant exploits. And 
thy va:lor tempered by faith win protect our homes and 

- our rights. 

"Under the eye of God, near the Gian·t river, the Cana
dian ('Le Canadien) grew in hope. He is born of a proud 
race; blest was his cradle. Heaven marked his career in 
this new world: ever guided by its 1ight he will guard the 
honour of his flag. 

"From his patron saint (-St. John the Baptist?). fore
runner 01£ the true God. he carries on his forehead, the 
halo of fire. Enemy of tyranny. bu:t filled with loyalty. 
he knows how in harmony to guard his proud Uberty and 
,by the effort of his genius t~ plant the tru·th on our soil. 

"S'acred love of thron~ and a:ltar, fill our hearts wIth thy 
immortal breath. Among foreign races the law is our 
guide; let us be a nation (un peuple) of 'brothers' and 
the yoke of the Faith· (la Foi); and let us repeat as did 
our fathers the victorious cry; For the Christ and the 
King!" . 

!It will not surprise anyone who has read th-is French 
Catholic Hymn. to learn that it was specially composed 
for' a Convention of the Saint-jean Ba·ptiste Societe "in 
Quebec, and that' it was sung then "with great en-
thusiasm". -

iThe sense of shame that" most Canadians feel at- being 
officially associated with the last of the Axis partners 
is sealed and signified by the doleful strains of Franco's 
band' playing "0 Canadia" in the presence of his hired 
mercenaries, the Moorish Guards, whose arms were hired 
in the civil war to' shoot down Spaniards who dared 
oppose a dictatorial Fascist. This was the proper setting 
for Quebec's Roman Catholic :n'a~ionaIistic anthem:, 

---'W.IS.W. 

'lish is to be a Protestant, and hence to be a traitor to We must carefully note thel!!e two things - that· a 
one's race. This outrageous' nationalism seeks to make knowledge of all 'the sciences is mere smoke where the 
Quebec~into one huge monastery' where no non-Roman 'heavenly sc'ience of Christ'is wanting; a man with all 
Catholic influence may enter and 'where the ~Chllrch of his .acuteness. i-s as stupid for obtaining o'f .himself a 
Rome may reign. supreme as it dloes in Spain and in knowledge of the mysteries of God, as an ass is unqua:li-
Sou th America..' - fied for understanding musical harmonies. 

It is fitting, in our opinion. that Quebec's nationalistic -JO_HN CALVIN. 
hymn, "0 Canada" should have been given a unique mark • 
of distinction by being played hy Dictator ·Franco·s pri- .~ D~ILY BIBLE READINGS . 
vate band: Quebec and Spain have' much in common and, De'c. 21-The House of David Established ............ 2 ,Sam. 7:4-17 
Franco would. heartily re-echo the' sentiments of the Dec. 22-The Son of David and His Throne .................. Isa. 9:1-7 
French version of "0 Canada" which is not a truly Cana- Dec. 23-The Virgin ,Birth df Christ .............................. Isa .. 7:10-·16 
dian anthem but Quebec's nationaIis·t hymn as the fol- Dec. 24-The Annunciation ................................................... Luke 1:26-38 
lowing translation of it demonstrates. Itspeaks of "the Dec.' 25-The Birth,of Christ ............................................. Matt. 1:18-25 
fal'"th", that I'S the Rom'an' Catholl'c fal'th', the altar'~. Dec. 26-:-The Word Made Flesh ........ _ ......... , .................... John 1:1-18 

Dec. 27-The Adoration of Christ by the Magi ...... Matt. 2:1-12 

--

, 
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A HINT FOR 'PROHIBITIONISTS . should !be I'\Iiing over a vast and united Empire. One in gov-

. B J V MeA . ernmen't ana language,_one in its network of highways and 
. " . " . Y •• ree" ." "lines of communication, it ·became an ideal vehicle for the. 
m the Circle Bar' Fourth ,Column of the Globe and Mad, spread of Christianity. As Caesar AUgUstus set· his' seal to 

December 12, 1953 the proclamation which decreed' that a census. should be 
'In the old "open bar" 1Jhere was, .naturally a 'bar with a taken which would include ·the population and property of 

rail in front of it on which the drinkerS rested their feet. every city, village and dis'trict of the Roman world, how little 
There might be a spittoon' or two. Behind the bar was the he :thought that he was ·buta pawn in the hand of the Su
bartender, and in front of him were beer kegs; behind him preme Ruler of the universe! 
were bottles and glasses. It is possible that there might bel Tth'rs census !Was' decreed for the destined year; God's time 
a clock. That was all. There were no stools, chairs, benches to manifest His -Son had now arrived (Mark 1:15; Gal. 4:4; 
or love seats. The austerity was intended to discourage 1 Tim. 2:6; Ti't. 1:2, 3;'1 Pet. 1:20). From the .papyri of the 
IOUll'ging about the place. The idea was that men would times we learn that such a 'census was 'taken periodically to 
take a drink or two and go home, 'Or a't least go somewhere serve as a ·basis for future taxation. 
else where they could s-it dow·n. Exactly the ol;lposite ten- The regulation that each Roman citizen should enroll in 
dency is to be seen in the "contemporary cocktaIl lounges." the city of his own. tribe must have seemed unnecessary and 
Here are voluptuous couches. Worse than that there is tele- inconvenient to many, but this was God's way of 'bringing 
vision in almos·t every beverage room, whose tendency is to 'His servants to the sacred town of Bethlehem, that the Scrip
induce drinkers to stay and watch it for several hours while tures might be fulfiUed (M.ic. 5:2; Matt. 2:4-6; John 7:42). 
drinking. Having no particular admiration for beverage 'Here, too, was circumstantial evidence for future' genera- . 
rooms, cocktail lounges or television, we offer the prohilbi- tiona that Christ was indeed the' Uneal descendant of David, 
tionists' the sll'ggesti'On that they might, with more .reason as had !been prophesied (2 ISam. 7:12, 13; Isa .. 9:7; 16:5; 
than they generally roohibit, make a drive to eliminate tele- Luke 1:32, 69). If, as is prabaJble, the genea:logy of Joseph 
vision from beverage ro'Oms and cocktail lounges. is given in Matthew 1 :1-17 and tha't of Mary in Luke 4 :23-38; 

we see why they were ,both required to register in Bethlehem, 
TilE GoSPEL WITNESS takes this opportunity of ex- the city of David (Matt. 1:1, 16,20; Luke 1:26, 27). 

pressing its thanks to Mr. McAree for his "suggestion. . Notwithstanding the fact that ,Christ was the eternal Son 
t h 'b't" t" d' d' . of God, God manifest in human form (J'Ohn 1:14, 18; Col. 
o pro l' 1 10ms s., Isregar 'lng hIS barbed allusion to 1:19; 2:9), and that He was of the royal seed' of -David a'C~ 

their alleged lack of reason, seeing that anti-prohibition- cording to the flesh, He came to us in deep humility. Trav-· 
ists d-o not require its help' as they 'have such pOwerful ellers to Palestine teU us that even to-day there are annexes 
ames as the world, the fIe's:h, and the dev.iJ. However, we to the inns and o·ther dwelling-places, large rooms on the 
have no' more intentidn of setting out on a crusade ground floor with doors opening out into the street, similiar 

in phm to the garages which adjoin many modern houses. 
against television th~n we have of following in the foot- In 'some such humble place the Chri'St-child was bQrn. Born 
steps of that redoubtable knight Don Quixote in his cam- for our redemption (1 Tim. 1:15)-, He lived a sacrificial -life 
paign against the windmills. It is not to television that that He might die a sacrificial death (He:b. 2:7-11, 14-18). 

b . t b ttl h I I The child !born for us at Bethlehem was the Son given for us 
we 0 lee u 0 a co o. t is noteworthy that Mr. at Calvary '(lsa. 9:6). 'He became ,bone of our ,bone 'and flesh 
McAtee is the. second' columnist to admit in the pages of our flesh; He knew the pangs o'f human weakness, suf
of The Globe and Mail that the present liquor laws of fering and sor.row (Matt. 8:20; John 4:6;.11:35; 19:28; 2 'Cor. 
this province have brought about a disgraceful cond'i- 8:9; ·Phil. 2:5-8; 'Reb. 4:1'5). 
tion in public drinking places. Despite the pious-sound- II. The Chorus: verses '8-14. 
ing phrases employed in the official titles of boards and On1y a heavenly choir could teach men the new 'song of 
laws named by: the legislature to "control" liquor, it is salvation from sin which the ·ad·vent of ·the 8-aviour made pos
our opinion that in reality these official distributors are sible (Exod. 1'5:2; 'Psa. 118:14; Isa. 12:2,3; Rev. '5:9; 14:3,4): 

No mortal could by his own reasoning have discovered the 
very efficient super-salesmen for the increased consump- way to God (Jon. 2:9; John 14:6), but angels, ·whose interest 
tion of alcoholic beverages.----W'.S:W.. in man's salvation is ·great. (Job 38:6, 7; Luke 15:7, 10; Heb. 

1:14; 1 Pet. 1:12; Rev. 5:11, 1-2), heralded the glad tidings. 
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, Dazzled Iby the radiant glory, the shepherds might have 
thought that it was all a dream which would fade with the 
morning light, had they not been .given a token that the 
tidings were true. They woqId find a ba:be, wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in -a man·ger (Luke 2:34)! Surely 

Fourth Quarter Lesson 13 December 27, 1953 this was a strange sign of Deity (Luke .2:34)! How utterly 
unHke the spectacular signs which worldlings demanded 
(Matt. 27:40-44; Mark 8:11, 12; Luke 11:16; 23:8; John 2:18; 
6 :30) ! And yet, the Incarnation was a stupendous miracle 
-the infinite. God veiling Himself in the flesh of a little 

. OLIVE L. aARK, PIh.D. (Tor.) 

Lesson Text: !Luke 2:1-20. 
Golden T~t: '~For unto you is Iborn this dar, in the city of 

David a 'Saviour, w,h·ich is Christ 'the Lord: '--'Luke 2:11. 

I. The. Census: verses 1-7.. 
God 'sent ,His ,Son to a people !Who were divinely prepared . 

for HiIJ coming. Throughout Old Tes'tament times the Jews 
had received revelations from God through His prophets and 
priests, and by means cif laws' and' ceremonies, types and sym
b'Ols, words and works, a:ll o'f which paved the way for the 
full disclosure of God in Ohrist (1 Cor. 10:11; Heb. 1:1, 2). 
John the Ba'P'tiist was' chosen to 'be the immediate forerunner 
of the Messia:h flsa. 40:'3; Mal. 3:1; 4:5; Matt. 3:1-'3; Luke 
1:76-80).' The .prophecies concerning ~e ~vent of the Re
deemer had bec'OmeJmore and more specific as the time of 
their fulfilment drew near; and devout souls, hearkening to 
the voice of the Holy .spirit, were longing intensely and ex
pec'tantly f'Or the promised: consolation of Israel (Luke 2:25, 
26,36-38). . 

The Roman 'World 'Was chosen Iby the Divine Director to 
provide :the setting for 1Jhe mos't stupendous drama of human 
history .. It was no mere chance event -bhat Caesar Augustus 

child. . 
III. The Child: verses 15-20. 

The humble sh~pherds h~ve pointed out to us the way in 
which the word of the Lord' is to be l'ecei'Ved. They listened 
in Godly fear to the evangel proclaimed !by the angels (Luke 
2:15; Acts 8:6), recognizing that the me.ssage was from the 
Lord ('Acts 10:33; 1 Thess. 2:13). Not 'satisfied with a mere 
inteHectual kn'Owled,ge of the ,good ne:ws, they made a per
somil investi'gation for themselves (John 4:39-42; Acts 17:11). 
W-hen once they were. convinced that the message was true, 
they declared it to others (Acts 4:20, 29; 2 Cor. 4:13). They 
also glorified and praised 'God for the wonderful revelation 
which He had given them of a holy Saviour Wlho had been 
born in' Bethlehem (iPsa. 106:12; Matt. 2:10, 11). So may 
we all bow our hearts before the Christ of God andl'everently 
adore Him (Psa. 95 :2; 100 :2). 

Mary of Nazare'th treasured -in her heart the memory of 
her sacred experiences (verses 19, 51). They were too holy 
and too deep for utterance, even for' und·erstanding. Raptur
ouss joys and' poignant griefs were strangely mingled for the 
one whom God had chosen to be 'the mother of our Lord 
(Luke 1:28-56; 2:'34, 35). 
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, 

HQw,to Say 

., 5% Times a Year 
.' . , 

: Have Y9u friends and relatives who love the glad lO:und of the',good news? Send THE GOS· , . 
PEL WITNESS to their 'door ,FIFTY.TWO 'times next year as a reminder of your good wishes. Or 

\. ~o you know of some persons who you think might be specially benefit~ and blessed by i~ weekly 
Gospel message? Or do you ·know of others who ought to be informed on the great ISsUes of 
Protestantism? Does y~ur past~r ~ive this paper? . Or have you missiOnary friends who would 
like to receive it, J?ut cannot afford to pay for it? . , . 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS is the only weekly journal of its<lQnd' and . its 'regular visitS will .' 
make a Christmas present of unusual value ~ blessing. Subscribe. n~w for your ~iends. . 

. • I \ to. 

. If you wis~ to· share your blessings by sending The Gosfie'W itness to a friend, write 
his or heJ;' name below and we will send a gift card notifying 'your friend of your gift subscrip. 
tion in his name. .t . I 

Please enter' the followiDg GIFT subscription to The Gospel witness and send a Pot 
ciml to my friend, whose name 'is: '. . '. . . . 

',.: ...... ~ ......... : ................ ; ................. , ...................... .' ......... :.:A~prs ............................... : ....... : ...... .' ..... ; ............... : :... '" 
.\ . . 
~y name ~ ................................................................... My- ~ddress is .. ~ ........................................ , .......... , ..... ~: 

My reuiit~ance is . enclosed: $3.00 for ONE gift .subscripti<?t:t 
. $6.00 for TWO gift subscriptif?ns 

_ Please send' my frjend the free book for a premium of which I h~ve circled the number in 
the list below: ". I . . / . , ". . . , . 
, . This 'paper is.a printed missionary, and c~~ift no advertisements. The regul~r issues contain 'i 6 page.. . 
The Subscription price is $3:00 for 52 issues. . WITH EVERY NEW SUBSCRIPTION we will give one of *,e four following. 
books as a premium: \. 

I. BlakeneY's ~anual of Romish Controversy. by Dr: R. P. Blakeney, 316 pages. 
2. Popery in' Its Soci!=ll Aspects, by Dr. R. -P, Blakeney, 326 pages. { . 

. 3. The Prodigal and His Brother, or. The Adventures of' a Modern Young Man,. by Dr. T. T. Shields, 132 pages • 
.. . 4. The Priest, The Woman and The Corifessional, ~ Father Chiniquy, '144 pages. 
.' . " 

(0) . Please send to the und.nignedfor one "month's trial "THE GOSpel WITNESS" • 
. ~ (b) Please send "THE GOSPEL WITNESS" and P~mium ·No. --____________ to the undenigned for which find $3.00 

~. en~osed. \ . .' '. : ..,. '. . . (. 
(c) And also books' (or baQk) num~ered . __ ':' ___ .1 __ ._ for.which find $ ___ ' __ -: ______ enclosed. 

.. . . 
. " Please s~nd me one copy 'of FI,FTY 'YEARS IN' THE CHURCH OF ROME, by Father Chiniquy, for which I 
enclose $3.75. .,.. .. '.:. . 

NAME . : \ 

-----:-~-----------------.-----------~--
, . 

'. 

A~RESS .: . 
----------------~------------------. . . . " 

. . 

," 


