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"Keep . Yourselves: From 'ldo'ls" 
. ' 

By W. S. Whi~ombe 

"~ittle.children, keep yourselves from idols:"-l John 6:21. 
\ .. 

I T I'S surprising' to find a warning against idolatry at 
the ,close of an epistle addressed to mature believers' 

who had 'alread~ made grea't progress in the Christian 
li'fe; The worship of idols is a gl'OSS form of religion 
that reWls not only the enlightened reasol! of the trained 
mind 'but is revolting to the' seeking soul that has 'learned 
that fundamental principle of all true worship tha't God 
is a spirit. To those who have been liberated' from the 
shackles of sin and from the bondage of fear by the re
demption that is in Christ, i-t is not merely illogical ·and 
degrading to. return to the beggarly elements of the world, 
it is rebellion' against the only true God, a turning from 
the'brightest lig'ht of heaven's pure air to the foulest, 

. thickest darknes's of the infernal.pit. What man in his 
righ't sen'ses would thinI~ of forsaking the heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus where t~e believer dwells -to join with the 
confused, howling mob in the theatre at Ephesus shout
ing for the space of two 'hours, "1G,reat is Diana of the 
Ephesians"? Who would substitu-te for the lofty teach
ings of the Christ the hid'eous worship of a pie'Ce of rock 
that glorffied with a: cloak of religion the ba'Sest carnal 
pa:ssions 7- Su,rely no' Christian would! be in' danger of 
such out'rageous apostasy! . 

Yet the temptation is nonetheless ever present as the' 
closing admonition of John's Epistle remind'S us: "Little 
Children keep yourselves from idpls!" The' Tempter 

I sought to ensnare ouI" Lord· by offering ·Him "all the 
kingdoms of the world, and the· glory of them" on condi
tion that He should bow down and wOl"6hip the Evil One. 
The Apostle Paul found it necessary to warn the Corino; 
thian 'beli.evers by asking:. "'What agreement hath the 
temple of 'God with idols?" The· hesetting sin of God's 
people under the Old. Covenant was' pollutini' themselves 
wi'th the idols of the surrounding heathen. Outside of 
Israel the whole ancient world was given over to idolatry; 
"Profes'Sing themselVes to be wise, they beCame fools, 
and changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an . 
image made Uke to corruptible man, and to birds, and 
four-footed beasts, and creeping things." Even ·the 
keenest, minds of Greece in her ,golden age never wholly 

o 

freed themselves from the trammels of poly.theism, fte
s!pite ·their realization that any rational, ,scienti,fic ex
planation of the uIiivers~ must ~tart out with a denial 
of gods many in order' to affirm the underlying unity 
that alone can rendel" the office of reason possible and 
valid: On. the mission field to-day, we are told that con
verts 'from the darkness aoo superstitions of paganism ., 
are continually ·subject to 'the assaults of the lower baser 

. :Corms of worship which Wey have giv:en up, 
tCommunism is 'built upon blatant denial of ,GOd, an4 

as such is doomed by the righteou's judgment of the Uv
i"ng and 'true- .one whom it ignorantly blasphemes .. We 
a'l'e saddened as we think of the direadful fate of tho~e 
enslaved million's who suffer at the hands of such a god'
less tyranny. How' dreadful is the state of those who 
are without hope and ,without God! in this world! Thel"e 
are hundreds of millions of others who bow ·dOWD before 
their idols of wood and stone, and! the' controHing philo-

. sophy tha~' di.rects the foreign and. domestic policy of 
grea't modern. nations is not Christian but pagan., We 
lIlay give thanks for' the measure in w·hich enlightened 
leaders have s-ought to introd;uce Christian principles in 
the'ir policies, 'but the 'teeming masses of the people lack 
the spiritual and moral. driving force...that ,Christ alone 
can impart 'to men and' nations. 
, In lands where ,Chri:st is known and His Word preached, 
are we of a'll men exempt from the temptation to serve 
and worship the creature more than the Creator? From 0 

the grosser forms of idolatry English-sp.eaking nations 
are perhaps' safe as much by reason of our cultural in
heritance and the pervading 'seJ1,se of good taste as by 
any theological prepossessions, but the basic appeal of 
idolatry is ever present in our midsl ',What is Jdolatq? 
It is not essentially a low, false idea of God? Lord 
Macaulay defended' himself for giving what he considered 
to be an exact though somewha:t unflattering accoun't of 
Warren Hastings Iby the use of an hfsix>ricaI illustration: 
"'Paint/me as I am,' said Oliver Cromwell, 'while sitting 
to young'Lely, 'If you leave out the s~rs and Wl'inkles,' 
I will not pay you a shilling.''' . Even in such a trifle,' 
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the great frot'ector sho~ed both his ~o~d' 'sense a~d his to ,G6d. In es~ence"it is 'a de,throning ·of the King of 
magnanimity,'~ .' . " " < '. "", " .' the universe in order to set our Qwn. little selves·in the 

The Eternal' One, the just 'aM 'holy God, desires that place of IGod., The grosser,' hid!eous. forms of id'OI~,try, we 
His cre'l!.tures should' have ,a 'worthy' 'idea of Him. It' is , are spared, but there is. '8; subtle, .. more ,a:tt~activ~ .f.o~ 
blasphe~oU's to a hqly God, and' diegrad:ing to men to the 'T~~pter assu~es until we 'scarcely ~e~h~e that It IS 
'tl\inJc of Ilim unworthily. ,It is fO.r tha:t purpose. thal the the ~oICeof the E'VIl 'One. " . _', " '. 

, F-a"ther .sent His, ·Son'into the· world to d'eclate Him, S'O , It is possible .for God's children to rejoice ,in His good 
that those who looked upon the face of the Jesus Clirist, gifts to them, their powers of, mind;' the grace of lip, 

, wh~ heard His words and saw -H,is .power:and His g,race,' 'their physical prowess, or .the wealth ;God h~s gracIously 
could k,now wha:t .God' is like .. _ "W,elknow tha~ the Son' bestowed. upon them" apd, even· while .meanirig to ~old 
,of God is come, and h!1t.p. given' us a:n understanding, that" them in trust for the Master, to become: so attached to 
we may know hitP that is -t.rile.; and we are in him that the gifts as to forget the Giver.~We fl~tter'oqrselves that 
is'true, even.in his ISon Jesus Christ. Thilt is the true we hold -these good things 'merely as steward's, strictly 
God, and eternal life." This per:sonal knowledge of. the~ accountable for their' use; but we too often end, up, by 

", tr!le· 'God, tp,i,s understanding, given ',by Jesus Christ :alIowing, ourselves' to "act ,as though' we, were, ,absolute' 
is: the only ~ear an'tidote ·to, idolatry, and it is because owner~, and 'proprietors <;If th'em!\ And 'in .s~,. d9ing we 

,He has come thal'men are'now commanded to repent an4 have become guilty' 'of worshippin'g and serving th~ creaM' 
. forsake their lower unworthy conceptiops of God which ture mor~ than the Creator. . . 
ar~ 'Dlo~ted' out by the 'bright'ne'ss of the revelation in ITh'ere is none of us who ~an,afford to igDore the' warn
Christ. 'The hu'man race has never reasoned 'itself out ing add'ressed l,ong since to the eady believer~ surr<;lurlde'd 
of the chainsQf super,sfit,ion and,moral pollution. (Human 'on every hand' by heathen darkness. The'same principle 
reaSQn may rid ,the mind of ' the od'evil'of ignorance but· ····Of evil, now 'arrayed as an 'angel of.lig.ht; 'penetrates'. 
seven spirits'more wi!;ked than the ti'rst troop in 'to claim througli -the smallest breach we ,aH9w to appear' in' our 
the hou~e 'that. is' garpished and swE!pt but, not occupied . 'wall of defense. . , . ", ',' 
bY,.the 'Graci.ous Land'lord HiInself. . " We m'arvel at the forbearance of· God as he-witholds 
. ',Are Christians not g~ilty Qf ha.rb~uring thoughtS about . His wrath from' des'cend~ing; upon ·th~ ,bl'atan~ arr.oga~cy 
God.th·at are unworthy of Hiip?' At tim'es we 'are prone '. 'of atheistic 'forces ~hat '''ta:ke, cOunsel- ag;ainst 'tq~ Lord 
to regard Him as an austere Master. Or, l~ke' Peter, we and against His Anointe~,saying,; Let us 'bre:1lk tnei! 
unconsciously ,}Ereture' Him 'on~lthe proper way; 'according bands asundier"and cae(t away thei-r cords' frQm'.us.'~ ,We. 

, to <?ur little plans,'jmd ~deas, of condiuctin'g 'His' kingdo~:~ wonder at IRis lq,ngsuffering With '~he ~lfill·blihdnes's of, 
"Be it far from thee, Lord ... " We ,limit His power by ,the heathen'vyh'9 blaspheme ,His' holy :iJ.atp.e., But ~let us 

r,' our unbelief and 'until.He rebukes us as He d·iod' His dis-, remember our own sins ·and failures, let us recall 'that' 
ciples, ;!~O ,yeof little .faith !'~' , , . i'n'lands where. men profess ancJ call themselv.es 6hriilti~ns 

In the verse which ,has claimed oU~'attEmiion thUs far there is 'much idolatry, ,th.oug:h it does,n~t go 'und'er .that 
'there woulQi'seem to pe littie dbubt but "that 'the. ApostI~ ,name. A .warn!ng 'detivered ~ore .. than .a:' cen.tu,ry .an/d a 
J'oh'n is speaKing of a worship of literal 'images but in half ~go, IS qUIte as approprIate for our, day as l,t was , 
other ~a:ssages ·id:olatry"is,.id~ntified. with the: ~piritual ' the~. Wor?'s~orth, the. ~et, is n~t; gener.a}lY ·thOUg?t ·of' 
sin of co~tousn,ess.·· Why does ·the ~ew Te's1iament as a' prophet,· but there\ls a prophetic note'm these hnes: 
describe covetousness, as id'ofa~ry l' It is, o'f course, I a 0 Friend! i know not which "way' I '~ust look I 

violation of one of the Ten 'Commap,dmen,ts, but 'P~rha:ps For comfort, being, as'I am opprest, ' 
it is' generally regard~d as ~ somewhat lighter si,it than' ,To t~ink that now our .. Hfe is only dres.t './ 
sOl!le of the others. Why is it here e'quated' with the hein- F'or Sh9w; rpean ,han~:ywork oi craftsman; cook, 
ous sin 'of id'olatry? Covetousness, is rapa!!ity,or greed.i- Or g:room!-We must run glittering like a brook. 
,ness, a disrega,rd for the rights of others; im in'ordinate In the.opensunshine, or we are unblest:. ' 
. ,&esire to satisfy' one's .own··passions. 'Our word '~selfish, The wealthiest man among us is the best:'· , ,. :. 
ness" comes very close 'to giving' an accurate idea' of it, No grandeur now in na'ture or. 'in book . , 
and William·:qoWper has 'given 'classi'c expres'sion'to the· •. Delights us. Rapine, avarice, expense, .', 
/p~aY'~r fdr <i'eIive~nce from the presu~ptu~us' sin:, , This is idiolatry,; and these we adore:' • 

Plain living ana high thinking'are no more: 
, The dearest idol .. J 'have knowri, 'The homely.beauty of the good old cause 
. 'lWp:ate'er that id'Ol 'be, : . Is gone; our peace, ourJearful ~nnoceDce, 
Help me to 'fear it f!"Om·Thy throne, , . An~' pure religion breathing hous~hold laws, 

'0 And' worsh'i-p only Thee. " , 
" ' !The only. 'comfort we can find for our 'own generation 

, In the days of the' early church wh~n' Christianity was in th!l't warning sonnet is that ,God i~ His ,mercyin1ier
, locked in a death' struggle with paganism, men andJ women • vened in English hi'story, infusing a new spiritual and 
we're burned iiIi've or cast to ,the 'lions 'because' ,they re- < ploral power through the Evangelical Revivai. 'Even-as 
fused to offer' in<;ense to the emperor-goo. • Uncounted ,the ,~~t poet ~te, a' new force h'adb~gun -to. work deep 
multitudes o'f',humble 'be),eve!s sufferedl a. ~rqel de!1th ', ,do~ in the hea'rj;s of hUI,IJ'ble' p~ople !r0l!1 .. wh~nc~ it 
ral~e~. than deny their 'LOrd,. ,'They chose ,to :be cQnd~mned ',l?,avel!-e? the whole ~'a!!6 ,o! th,e natl(~n WIth· Its ~levatlDg, 

_ as .. tra~tors"to Rome rather than' 'be counted' among those, ~lfe-gJ.vmg energy., W;e gIve' hearty thanks ~0t: all 'Who 
who had denied their Lord.' Apostasy rebel'Iion against lD our day ,of grace are proclaimip,g the same Gospel as 
th~ living and true G9d" is the' great~Bt of all offenses ~itefield and the ,Wesleys procla'imedo, and that, accord- . 
against the U'iht ·becaqse. it' 'dpes despite to 'God's. Ma- ing to the adni~ssion of a sceptical his·torian, -B.aved En~: . 
jesty'. It 'is a putting one's own,desire omi's own 'ad;yan:' 'la,nd from the horrors':of the French ·Revolution. 
tagei one's 'om s'elf, in the place that 'rigl).'t'fully belongs '(Continued' on page i3). 
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,·HOW 
. . , TO B,E'SAVED

O 

A Sermon by the Pastor~ :p'r. T. T. Shi~lds 

'. Preached in Jarvis Street Church, Sunday Evenin'g, August 13th, 1922 ' 
. (ISte~ographic~IY Reported)" , ' 

"But ,~ many 'as ~eceived 'him, to them gave he powe~ to become' the sons of God, 
even to them that :believe on his name: Which were' 'born, not of blood, nor of, the will 
of the flesh, nor of the will qf 'man, but of Go~."~o~n 1:12, 13. . , 

THE Bible'everywhere assumes that thete is something 
wrong with the world. The Bible everywhere takes 

it for granted that men are py nature out of right rela
tionship to God. ,The ,whole purpose of this: book is to 
reveal God's way for man to return to his Maker'; to be' 
deiiver.ed from the c,urse 'of sin, and 'restored' to feUow-, 
'ship with· God, and conformed to the likeness of His Son . 

I want· this evening, as I frequently do on Sunday 
evening, to 'discuss 'the' v.ery alphabet of the gospel. I 
should like to leave .every member of this congregatiorl 
without excuse "in ·the 'd!ay when God shaH judge the 
secrets of men by Jesus Christ accord'ing to my gospel"; , 
and therefore, I must be as pla'in, as simple, as d-irect 
as I possi'bly 'Can be, aria bring 'you a, simple word of 
direction as 'to hoW to be saved. I trust, i~ may. not be 
without profit to tho'se who are alread'Y the Lord's chil
dren; for it is a good thing, ypu know, when going on 
a journey to make absolutely sure that the train you have 
boarded is go'ing in the right directi'on. -

({t would, pe'rhaps, 'be difficult to lind! a simpler' word 
than that 'which I have read to you this evening. It 

, is said of our Lord Jesus that "He came unto 1His own, 
and Hls own'received Him not, But 'as mimy' as receive~ 
Him, to them gave He power to become the sons o'f God, 
even to them tha,t believe on His name." 

I. 
SALVATION INVOLVES THE RECEPTION 'OF JESUS CHRIST. 

.' 

taught; and that His message was the fulfilment of ,all 
that the prophets. had spoken. He came' before men as 
G.od's Pattern Man. He cam~ to teach men what they 
must 'be in God,'s sight, if they would be happily and 
savingly related to iHim. He was,' Himself, a restoration 
of the lost 'standard o'f Righteou~ness; and that was the 
impli'cation of l1is tea:ching always., ,"Which 01 you co'n
vinceth me of sin?" There was that about His blameless 
life and: a'bout the' testimony of His' teaching which 
brought condemnation to every 'man who came into His 
presencl;!: He' expound~q the spiritual character of God's 
law; He mad'e it clear ,that the law of God ,required some
thing m~re 'than an exter,nlll conformity to His 'will. He, 

'showed clearly that .. God dea'lt with the spirits of men; 
that' He took cOlrnizanj!e of the contents of the heart; 
that 'He is ,holy; and that they that dwell with:Him must 
b$! holy as He is holy. And to those who imagined that 
~hey had attained to the, righteous requirements of the 
law, He said, '''EXc~pt your righteousness shall exceed 
the righteousn'ess of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall In 
n() CRse enter i·nto the kingdom ()f heaven:" In other 
words, Jesus set a stand'ai'd of Hie to Which the world 
was a stranger. 'He brought down 'from Heaven God'l3. 
rule of judgment, an4' He measured mim by the Divine 
Ideal .. As y6u read the story' of His teaching you will 
.find that again and again Ris auditors are filled with 
anger, because He has penetrated the outward seeming 
of their liv~s, and has revElaled their inner character, 
_showing how. ~ar short they are from what 'God would Whatever it may mean to I:eceive J'esus',' they are the 

sons of 'God who have received Him. ' 
What then is involve(in receiving Christ? Perhaps 

it may help us to consider what was invoIved in His 
·rejectioI),. ','He came unt() His own"-,,:His khismen ac
cording to the' fles~; .His Jewish brethren; the privi-, 
leged people to whom the divine oracles hadl been com
mitted-but they, d-id not recognize Him as th.e 'Saviour 

. 'have men be., It was because they rejected this divine 
stand'ard they rejected Him. 

.• they' needed" "and they received: Him not".· But there 
were others, who took up 'an' attitude exactly ()pposite, 
who received Him.' . 'It may help us perhaps to set these 
two things in contrast; and as we see clearly what was 
involved: inoHis rejection, we may come to understand 
someth'ing of what His 'reception implied. 

I think the teaching of 'Slcripture is that Jesus was 
{'ejected by 'His ()wn people, first of all becaU!Je 0/ His 

, teaching, and because 0/ the implications 0/ His teaching. 
. He CWmed to be a summary of all that God 'had ever 
spoken; !He claimed to be God's last vv.ord' to the world; 
the Divine ultimatum; the 'last message of the King of 
kil}.gs to His rebeIlio'us' subjects; that He was, HiJDself, 
the embodiment, the ~empIification of. ~he truth He 

>. 

lIt is not enoug~ to ask meil merely. to believe on the 
Lord Jesus 'Christ, for' we must unde!stand something 
of what· is involved in believing. ,Andl I 'venture the' 
asse:rt;ion that we cannot really receive Jesus while we" 
reject His teaching; while we I:eje'ct the testimony of 
His whole life-and the testimony of His life is this: 
That we are all sinners-every ()ne; that even though we 
'have attained to "the r.ighteousness of scribe's and 'Phari
sees," our righteousness'must exceed that to the measure 
of the .righteousness of Jesus Himself. And few of us 
like to' hear -it; few of. us ~re wilIing to acknowledge it. :' , 
But true faith is never possible without repentance. It 
is never possible for a man reall'Y to receive'Jesus without 
understanding that the coming of Jesus into his life 
means, a complete transformation; a revolution; the re
moval of ()ne master and the 'setting up of Another; the 
'uncrowning of one king, and the croWning of Another;-

And so I must ask 'first ·of al1 this,evening, 'How. many 
of you have taken ·this 'ii·rst step in the direction of 

." 
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. receiving Jesus Christ? Are you willin'g to bow to ~is (H. 
teaching? Are you willing to accept His revelation of THE RECEPTION OF JESUS CONFERRED ,THE PRIVILEGES 
the Divine win re~pecting our character and conduct? OF SoNS HlP. • '·To as many' as received Him, to them He 
Are we willing to allow our lives to be brought into the gave the priviiege to become the sons of God." And it 

. white light of His jud'gment, to be tried by the principles is a great privilege to be a son. F.~rst of all, it carries 
of His teaching'? and to acknowledge that we are-ev.ery· with it the liberty of access to His pres.enc~. IUs a great 
one of us~brought under the condemnation of His law? thing to know that. the door is open iiito the Divine 

IThere are some here perhaps, who say, "Yes, sir, that" Presence, to 'be assured that neither Peter nor any" suc
is my case exactly, and I do not dispute it." Very well, cessor of his, holds the key. Blessed 'be God! There is 

--: then, we have made progress. no priest 'but· ONE' to whom we need come.. The servants 
Ilf you read the record, you will find that His own must knock at the door ere they enter; they must come 

received Him not-because they were unwilling to submit with deference; they. must come only when' they are 
to His authority-to His personal authority. It was at called. lBut the little child of t'he family, claims the right 
this they marvelled: "He tau'ght them as one h;aving to come in when he wants to come; and he simply pushes 
authority, ·and not as the scril;les." They came to Him, open the door and walks in. . 
and' said, ·'By what_ authority doest Thou these, things, I heard a 'certain preacher tell a story out of his own 
and Who gave thee this authority?" And when He said, experience, a'little while ago, of. how he had had ·a 

. crowded week, and Saturday afternoon found him with 
"Thy sins, which are many, are all-fol'given," they said, no preparation made for -Sunp,ay; arid so he gave orders 
"Why doth this ma~ thus speak blasphemies? WhQ can 
forgive'sips, but 'God only?" "Who is this who claims . that he must not be disturb"ed; that whoever called, they 
authority. over us, who comes to us to be our master, not were to be told that the minister was' too busy to see 

them. And, as he said, "I told my household that noth
only our teacher; who claims to' have the right and ing short of a fire should be permitted .to break in upon 
,authority to loose us from our sins, and to cancel our 
indebtedness, and to put us right with, 'God ?," And they my privacy." . But in. the midst of his meditation, he 
only received Him, who bowed to His. authority. And we heard some., little feet coming up the stairs. Presently, 
cannot receive J el\us until we recognize that "all author- the study. door opened, and. he saw there his little boy 
ity is given to Him in/heaven and on earth." Wh'l U' of about four years of age. He said, "Well, what do you 

1 e yo . waRt?" "Oh, nussing. I came \lP to tell you how I love 
measure Him with other men, you are lacking the clear you." "And 'so," said the preacher, "the sermon and 
vision of His true character. "Whom do men say that I everything else had to be put aside while this little fellow 
the Son of man am?" . 'One said one thing, and another, 
another. "But "whom say ye that I am?" "Thou ari the was permitted to Come to his "father's arms." He was a 
Christ, the 'Son of the iiving God." i'Blessed art thou, son, and he claimed the right to push his way into his 
Simon Barjona: for flesh 'and blood hath not revealed it father's ·presence at any time. , 
unto' thee, bu.t my Father which is in heaven." Ah! It is a priceless privilege to be a son; to know that 

the law must stand aside whe.n I want to get to God; 
'D9 you know Who He is? "In th·e 'beginning' was the 

Word, and the Word was with ,God, and the Word was 
God. The same was in the beginning with 'God. All 
things wer.e made by Him; and without Him was not 
any thing made that was made." Can you 'submit to 
that? Are you ready to receive Jesus Christ as the 
Creator? as the Lord?, to su'bmit to His sovereiin au
thority? If so, we have made still f~rther progress. 
Can you say this: 'IYes, .lIe is my Teacher; and He is my. 
Judge; He has convinced me of sih; He is my. Lord; He 
has revealed ,God to me." 

"He came unto his own" and 'His own received Him· 
not"; and they rejected Him upon the ground of the 
claims of His Saviourhood. "Even to them that be
lieve on His name." "Thou shalt call His name Jesus, 
for He shall save His people from tlleir. sins." '"Jesus''' 
means, Saviour;: and no one can believe 'on a Saviou,r, 
who does ,not acknowledge his need: of salvation.. They 
rejected Him, and brought Him to the cross.' And when 
they, saw Him there, they 'said, "'If He be the King of 
ISrael, let Him now come down from the' cross, . and we 
will believe Him." They would accept Him without the 

'! cross. And there a're a great many people who would 
receive Jesus without· the cross.' The popular religion 
is a bloodless religion. There are people here this eve
ning who would be ready to receive'Jesus Christ as their 
Ideal. They love to ·-talk about Him as a. carpenter; as 
the man of Nazareth; as· a philosopher; as a great 
tea:cher. But no· man can possibly receive Jesus until he 
is ready to r.eceive Him in His character as a Saviour 
from sin; as a substitute for sinners, d,ying in ou'r room 
and stead. ISO far, can you re.ceive Him? • 

for Jesus has magnified the law and made it honourable 
in' my,beh81lf. I am no longer under the law, but under 
grace; and I have the privilege of dire'ct acces's to the 
presence of 'God. 

ISo, if you have received' Jesus, .as I have been telling 
you tonight; and if you still have many (HfficuIties; many 
disappointments; many' occasions of stumblirig; you have' 
a place where all thes~ thing's Can be rectified, for th!! 
Door into the presence of God .i,s wide opeD'! "To as 
~any as received .him, to them gave he the privilege of 
becoming sons." 

rrhe:p., this carries with it beyond 'question, the assur
ance of the Divine favour. It,is well to know-that God 
has 'smile~ upon ·us. . The prodigal was no.t ·sure what his 
father would' say ; how \he would be received; and pre
pared, you will remember, his speech for the oCcasion: 
"Make me .a.s one of thy hired servants."· But when the 
father l'eceived him as a son; when he put upon him the 
best robe, and, the ring on his hand', and the shoes on his' 
feet,. he knew then that he had been ~holly restored, to 
his father's favour - and had .nothing more to fear. 

!My brother; God is no longer your Judge, if, you have 
received Jesus. I never expect to meet God as a Judge. 
The sins of the believer h~ve been judged .at the cross; 
they .have ,been forever put ~way. We have become 
",spns"; and now we rejoice in the favoul' of God. He 
will never withdraw His smile from His own. 

'·,My_God is reconciled; , 
His pardoning voice- I hear; 

He owns me for His child; 
I can no longer fear· 

With confidence I n~ draw mF,h, ' 
And ·!Father, .A!bba Father,' cry.' 

\ 

I 

I 
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It involves, 'of course; as well, the benefits of heirship. 
For "if children, then heirs;' heirs of God, aIJ.d joint
h~irs with 'Christ." 

I "I wonder if I can make plain m~ th~ught. ' I tr~~t we 
',have come to see· that our receptIon 1:S not condItioned 
'upon our goad works; tha't salvation is of grace, and 
grace alone. Our sins are blotted out for His Name's' sake; 
and yet there are many of us who are still, in principle-. 
though not in words-praying the prayer of that prodigal 
when 'he ,said, "Make me as one of thy hired servants." 
I have come, back, but I should like to be permitted to 
pay my. hoard; or at least to earn something-and i do 
not ·ask for anything more than that which I can earn." 
But you know the father's answer. It was" in effect: 
"Son, in this hoose ~race reigns.' 'You are an heir; all 
that I have is yours; and you may claim it .when you 
will." 

'\ ·Let us, remember then that all the way through the 
Christian life the same principle of grace assures us 
of an answer to our prayer. Jesus paid it all, - and 
that means A:DL. He has' placed in Heaven's bank, a 
deposit of merit, that will cover your utmost n~ed to 
all'eterriity. You are an heir. 

I remember hearing my father tell ~,story years ago, 
when I was a little boy; of a man who acquired a laige 
estate, in the midst of which there was a great mansion, 
full of .~reasures of inestimable worth. And having paid 
the price, ,he took his little boy with him, and went to 
inspect hi·s estate. lie had tol!! his son where he was 
going, and what was the object of the journey. Wh~n 
they drove through tJ1e lodge gate, and looked upon the 
hundred's of a~res of beautiful pa.rk land, the little boy 

. looked up in his father's face, and ·s'aid, "Father, is this 
ours?" "Yes," his father said, "all ours"., Presently; 
they went to the stable, where there were many valuable 
horses', and as they walked, up and down admiring the 
splend,id animals, the little fellow said, "Daddy, are they 
all ours?" "Yes," his father replied. "All of them, 
everyone of them?" :"Yes, they are alf ours, everyone 
of them," said his faiher.· "T·hen may be I can have that 
one to ride on," said the lad. He was picking out his 
own. ~Later they, came to the great mansion itsel'f; and 
as they moved through the magnifioont halls, and the 
father admired· that which the product of bios own genius 
had ·purchased, the little tellow had but one question, 
always, to ask-"And is this ours too?" To which his 
father had but one answer: "Yes', it is all ours." 

"And that is a'p'arable of the Christian Hfe. Becoming 
sons, the Father takes us by the hand,; He leads us by 
the illumination of His Spirit, and through an under
standing of His wo·rd into our inheritance in Christ, until 
we are led to e~claim~ "Blessed be the God and Father 

. of our Lord Jesus 'Christ, who hath blessed us with all 
spiritual bles'sings in heavenly places, in. Christ: accord-: 
ing as he hath chosen us in Him before the foundation 
of the world, that we' should be holy and' without blamEl 
before Him in love." And as wonder after wonder of 
redeeming grace is revealed to the admiring gaze of the 
redeemed soul, he 'simply says, "Father, is this, all ours? . 

. Every thing ours?" And the answer is, "All things are 
yours; and ye are Christ's; and .christ is 'God's." "As 
many as received Him, to them gave He the privilege of 
becomiJ).g the sons of God." 

. HI. 
ISalvation involves the "reception of Jesus Christ, the 

reCepti~n of Jesus confers the privilegE} of 8Onship: and 
B 

, 
THE PRIVILEGE 01' 'SONSHIP NECESSITATES THE NEW 
BIRTH. "As many as received him, to them gave he the 
right to become the sons of God, even tQ. them that 
believe on his name: which were born"-'-"born again"; 
made new creatures,. fitted for the inheritance prepared 
for them in .Christ. "MarvJ!1 not, that I said unto 'Thee," 
said Jesus to Nicodemus, "ye must be born' again." 

'Salvation then does not consist merely in subscribing 
to a statement of truth; there is that element in it; but 
there is also the subjective work of the Spirit, making 
,us new creatures in Christ ·Jesus. How is that new birth 
accomplished? !'Which were born"-"But," says some
body, "I was' pretty well born myself, sir. You do not 
know'my father, do you? You do not know my family 
hi'story? I come of a good, and godly family. All my 
ancestors were Christian people. I have ~ great heritage 
of godly influence behind me. . There is good blood in 
my veins; and do you mean to tell me that I must be 
born again?" The preacher knows nothing at all about 
it apart from the Word, and the Scripture saith, "Which 
were born, not of bloacl". You may have the blood of. 
kings in y{)ur veins, but that does not admit'you to the 
presence of the King of kings. For kings and common
ers, and all betWeen,. in His sight ~re sinners-every one 
-and "you must be born again." 

''Which were born, not of blood, nor of.the will of the 
flesh." Ah, yes, you made up your -mind 'to be a Chris
tian, d'id you? You mlide up YQur miIid that you would 
somehow get into the kingdom. If it is a worthy resolu
tion, if formed by the power of the Spi.rit of God, and 
implemented by Him, you are to be .congratulated. But 
let me remind you :that we are not born "of the will of 
the flesh"; and it is not by any resolution that we can 
make that we find our way into the Kingdo~ of Heaven. 
There is 'something ~ore' than the human will operating 
in the quickening of a soul dead.' in trespasses and sin; , 
there must be more than "the will of the flesh". I spoke 
to you this' morning ·about Abraham. Ishmael 'Was born 
of "the will of the flesh"'; but Abraham had to learn that 
the child-ren of the promise are counted for the seed. 
There is no s~lvation in the utmost power of the strongest 
human will. ' 

'''Nor of the wiH of man.'~ Lest anything 'might be 
omitted in this, excluding word, God declares that this 
new birth is not of' human power at all, but declares it 
is "of ,God". "To as many as received Him, to them 
gave He the power to become the sons of 'God," and 
somehow, 'and at some time, in the process of receiving 
Him, and- becoming s{)ns, the Spirit of God quickens the 
soul, and it is born into 'newness of life. From begirming 
to end it is Goil's work, and therefore it is' of God's 
sovereign g,race alone . 

IV ... 
And now let me bring you this one word more before I 

close, of what must necessarily follow from this truth. 
Receiving Christ;' becoming sons; being born of God 
ASSURES Us OF CERTAIN SPECIAL BE!'iTEFITS: First of all, 
it assures u.s that we have eternal life, because the life 
that is in us is the life of 'God. We have been quickened 
by the"Spirit of (rl)d Himself. "We have been bOrD, not -
of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, b,y the word of , 
God, which 'liveth and abideth' for ever." That seed is 
in us, and we shall live for ever. We are sure of 'ever
lasting life, bec,ause,. a'nd 1: say it with !everenc~ and in 
grateful wonder, the life of ,God is in ~s! 

. , 
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And, then, just this 'simple word for "the 'babes. oJ' was not care much for him. 1 thinli he' was a good man, 
speaking to one of these brethren ·baptized this' evening and. I .Bespect his memory; but he wa~ one of those men 
only . last night on this prineiple;-and 1 want to say it who was ,not particularly attractive to.yoting people. 'He 
to you. ,'rhis assures u's, that God will take care 'of u.s. was fo~eman over certain works, 'and part of the con- , 
du,ring th~ proces{J of development, while w~ Sfe growing, cern "fas some sort of. bric~yard. At all events, the men 
up into ,Ohrist. Salvation does not promise' i~mediate ,emploYe'd there had'to work out of doarSi-and, many of 
perfection. Conversion is a birth; it is th,e beginning of you who 'have lived in Engla'fld know that it rains the~e 
a. new life,. which is .gradually to unfold 'into perfect . oc'casional1y~sometiines" too often .. I ODe summer' day 
beauty. A;nd you know if the ·baby of the household gets the men were WOl'ki,ng away in the yardi when a shower 
hold of the corner of the tableclotl1. and pulls everything; 'came .on. They ran for sheTter as they were .eJq)ec'ted to 

, on the floor, it i-s a bit distressing, is it not ?,..-notwith- do; but the foreman was looking out of his office to see 
, standI'ng; t~e baby is the king of the household, or queen how long they were g9'ing to stay under shelter. They. 

as the case' may be. Arid n~ one thinks of excluding 'the were not particularly anxioU's to get back to work, as per
child from the family because he 'broke some dishes. We l1.aps we should not have been had we had to do the ,same 
have wondered sometimes that these, children can seand' sort of work. S'O'the old gentleman walked around, to see 
s~ much. And, almost. equally, at their parents' endu'r- what the men were doing; and as he approached'" ~me 

'ance. 1 have 'sometimes thought it would, b~ very inter- of the men, who was a bit·of a wag, a~d who 'per-haps 
esting if we could atta~h. to their 'little legs, some kind invented the story, said, "Well, Mr. So-and..'80,. we have 
of an indicat()r to tell ,us how far they run in' a day, and' just been d~scussing a qu'estion here; possibly you can " 
another kind of machine to tell,lJ.ow ofien, they tumble. enlight~n us. We have ju'stbeen saying that some people 

'. It seems I to be v.ery black to the little fellow' when toys say that very pretty babies grow up to be very unattrac
are broken, and knees ,are bruised. He d'Oes not .think tive' old people; while' quite ugly or very plain ~hiIdren, 
for the moment o'f father"s estate, or of the,glQrious pros- in later life, become quite beautiful or handsome, as the 
pect awaiting his young manhood"but only 'of the drYiftg case m'ight be: Do you think there is anything in that 
of the tears. r theoI'Y?:" Th~ old man' was rather"ta~en aback for·the 
, And ,so, as Christians, you will get down in the dust moment, but recovering himself he said', "j do not know, 
sometimes; you will 'need 'your h~ndkerchief; you will men,' 'but there might be' somethi~g in it." i'My! My!' 
be tossed about; you will wonder, possibly, whether you ,then," said the man, "what a pretty baby yo~ must have 
ate a child of God 'or not.' The children of' God do some- . been!" , 
times lose thei,r assuranc'e;but they~do .not 'jose their 'INow whatev~r degree of truth there'may be in that 
birthright': 1 have heard people sneer sometimes at that theory as applied to the physical life, 1 know it is true 

", hymn of John Newton's:- on the one 'side at,lea'st, applied religiously.' There is a 
\ "'Tis a p6int' I long to 'know, good deal of. "the old ~an" 'in some of the Lord's children; 

Oft it causes 'anxious thought, indeed, in all of us, in the };leginning. A~d 1 am bound 
Do I love my Lord or no, ' to admit th{lt some of the babies are rather "plain", 

., Am, I 'His, ?r I am not;"- aren't they? _ not much of Christ in them at the be-
, but some of us can understand' it. Perhaps some of ginning. But, ,oh ~is there anything fu'Iier of inspiration 

us 'h{lve been ~ade to walk -through, deep valleys' and and joy than just ,to see the .chris't;li'fe w~thin emerging, 
,dark .plac~s in order that we might tell others that even and the man becoming more,--;-and, m()re,-and 'more,--:, 
ioil the darkness. we' are still God's child-ten, that once and more, Iij;(:e Christ?· There is hope for us my friends, 
received into 'His family, we are Hi's forevenDore. that we, 'shall''be ,glorious in His eyes when the work of 

:Therefore, if you young believers have had a diffic~lt grace 'is finiShed, lind "when he shall present us faultless 
time during·tl].e past week,t remind you that you. are' before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy." 
just pa~S!ing thro~gh the' experience of your' spirituaJ ~e1oved, now are we the sons of ,God, and it·doth not yet 
babyhood; and' that the Lord loves you just the same. appear what we shall ,be; but we know that when he 
The little baby .is. just as much' the child of the house- . shall appea.r, we sQa'll be like him; ·for we sha'll 'see him 
ho~d, and as dear to the 'father as :the grown-up son, who as 'he is. And ~very m.an tha:t hath this hope 'in him 
is in pat:tner~h1p with his father' in business. And the pu'r~fieth himself, even as he is pure." ,Hallelujah! What 

,hum'blest saint, the weakest saint of all, is as deaF to 'a Saviou,r! ' ' 
, the' heart of God as' tl).e stalwart warrior for Chris't, 

who goes forth winni'ng victories in His name. ' ' 
'I am glad that the Lord, has dlesc~ibed our relation1 

ship in ,this ~lmple metaphor, so that even the children 
can understand. As children "born, of the will of God" 
we have a place in ~~s heart and home forever, q,nd'we' 
shall grow up into Him. And u'J.timate1y, there is tlie 
guarantee that we shall be. like Christ. 1 do not see 
mu<;h prospect of it myself; .and 1 confess I have met a 
lot of professing .christians, of whom honesty would, com
pel 'me to' say that I am afraid they ar.e 'not as yet very 
much like 'Christ. My only hope for myself and for you 
is this-that there is a little bit of God in us, the seed 
whi~h mad~ us 'to live aga-in~"Chris.t. ,in you, the hope 
of glory." .,,' , 

I remember in the old land a man who used to come ' 
to: my' father's. church; aud, to be perfectly frank, 1 did' 

. , 
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SURPRISING INCONSISTENCY? HELPING PROHIBlTIONISTS 
Quebec R.C. Newspapers Preach Temi>eran~ By FrankT~mpane'in ThA1 Globe and Mail 

" I .But Advertj,ze ~iquor ' , December 1, 1953 ' 

'A MEMB,ER of the legi~lative 8:ssembly of Quebec.rose, Judge W. T.,Robb waS co~sidering ~:l,'eport on a Ja;is St. 
'. .' in the provincIal house the other day and declared hotel the other day 'in h[s capacity as chairman of,the Ontari~ 

Liquor License Board. ' _. , ' -
that "lie was surprised to see certain newspapers which IHe s'aid he had ,never seen' a report on a h!Jtel ,as bad as , 
belonged to the' religious authorities preach, te~perance . the one beiore him. 
and at. 'the si:l..me time publish liquor ~dvertiseIJ)e!lts.." Five. 'infractions of regulations were outlined" including re
He also said, "It is good to denounce alcohol, 'but we must p'orts of ,men drunk !>n the' premises, minors Ibeing served 

I · liquor, and dTunken disturbances.' , 
p ace the responsibIlity wh-ere it ought to be placed." And what happened· to the !hotel's license? 

,We are zp.ore surprised 14 .read thfs .frank'd-itidism of The 'Liquor ILicense Board: suspended it for three weeks. 
the cleri.cal press in the '''Catholic 'Province of Que'bec", Three weeks. . . 
under: the aegis of the Union Nationale party, than WEi, And this punishment-slight th:ough it, mrght seem-w-as 
aie at the inconsistency it mentions. 'A friend to whom .said to'lbe the most severe penalty. impos'ed on any Ontano 

, I premises since :Septemlber. " 
we showed a copy of L'Osservatore Romano, the official If, thfs is "the worst, report Judge RoM> has ever seen, then 
daily paper of' the pope p.ublished in the Vatican, was it .might seem the penalty mIght ~e more commen'surate with 
amazed to note pictures of bottles, not o'f the soft drink the offense. . , . 
va, riety, '"in the ,adver, tisements ,in the paper., ,Being a iWhen is the hiquor 'I,.icense Board ,going to tell ,proprietors 

who can't run proper establishments to move ov:er an~ make 
. Protestant, he supposed that the Roman Catholic Church way for somebody who ean? . ' 
'was as .s~rong in" its con,demnation of the use of intoxi- The whole system of pena1ties'seems capridous and ,in
caeing liquor 'alS, the Protestant .Qhurclies. But such is equitable. For example, a S:hqrtwhile ag~ the ·licenses of' 

" • ',' some establishments were suspended for two we'eks for 
not th~ case. The temperance preached, by the priests, dou:ble-'SerVing~tha:t is; two glasses of draught beer were 
of R9me i.s a very easy accommodating sort· of virtue served to a:customer ait the one time. " . -
that makes but small daemands upon those who follow its 'Tp.at seems a minor matter compared,with infractions .that 

',precepts, and hence they save themselves'from,the charge' include serving of minors, drunken distul"bances and permit-
f' ", t ' h th 't l'b I' ' . f ' i:ing drunkenness. ' , .. 

o 1n,consl~ e~~y w ~n ey acceJ? , 1 era .. su~s? mone!, The proprietors of the estahlishments themselves con'tri-
for the prmtmg of: hquor ad'Yert1s~ents .1D, theIr eccies1- . bute very -little toward a sane p()licing of t1.leir industry and 
al;ltical press. It would be interesting to know ,how much their attitude is short-sighted and could, in fu.e end, ruin 

,the"Church, of Rome ,receives from the Hquor interests thTemh· t' b' , 1 te 1 'k f st ti' "b' "h 
f 't" I ·'1 d:', t'll ,. t t': to'k ere seems 0' e a comp e ac 0 rong ac on .y Ii e 

I Ot; 1 S C er1ca rress, .an s 1 ' more m ~res ~ng n~w various hotelmen's groups to cuVl> the alJ.:iuse 01 licenses. And 
, hoW 'I!luch the lIquor mdustry had cQntr1b~.ted 1:0 cofferf) yet ithe holders of licenses -are enjoying a monopoly in the 

of the Roman Chur.ch 'w~ich has never rega~ded it with retail sale of beer and liquor in, :m,,'is, province, ' , 
an 'unfriend'ly eye ' . Millions of dollars are inves'ted· by own.ers of Ii'censed prem-: 

It" '" t . .. th t th b' t," . . ises' and iby the breweries and"distmeries ,which suppl'f them. 
'. 1.S, ~ur ~ r~,ns: SusPIclOn, a. e 19ges ~urprlse Ill. And yet if :the pr<thibitaoriists succeed in in"c.reasmg re-

th1s'matter HI' m, store for the: young Q1:1e~ec qlember of ' strictions or swaying.sEmtilment to outright pr<thilbition, these 
Parliament who has boldly ventured to criticize the investmen'Vs will 'be destroyed'.' . 
qliasJ.:omnipotent Roman ,Catholic' Hierarchy of Quebec 'Haw many times ,have associations or propnetors appeared 
in the provinCial -legislative .assem:bly. We con'gratulate : !Jefore. the Liquor ~icense Board, ,to suggest that. some per~on 
h' h 't'l" 'b' t . -, t'· th t h '11 I ' IS UnfIt to ,hold a lIeense because of the way he IS conducting 

. 1m e~r 1 y U we .are . c~~, am. 'a ~ WI soon earn his ,business 'and constitutes a threat to other licensees? 
t,hat t.h1S S,~!~ of. ~ra!lk Cr!tlc1~m IS the thmg that ~'Oes not 'But if the proprie'tors are un8:yle to poHce thei.r own in-
lead. to pobtlcl!,l s,uccess m Quebec:-W,S.W., '" dustry, ~~ propilb,itioru.sts i'ill be 'gl-ac!',todo it f9': th~m .. And , 

, , the ,prO'hlbltIorus'tS are not mterested,lD 'the adoptl,on of saner 
drinking habits in .ontario or'in 'hhprovement Of the standard . 

THE INSPIRATION OF COMPANIONSHIP . . ",,' . 
The ·soul that knows no hills is sure to, be' oppressed 

with ,the monotony of the road, The inspiration to do 
" little' things comes from the presence of big ·things. It 

/ ts 'amazihg what du}1 trifles we' can g~t through when a 
radiant 'love is near. A noble' companionship glorifies 

. the dingiest road. And what if the Companion be God? 
, Then, surely,' ','the 'common rou~d and' daily task" have 

a light thrown: up,em them from "ilie 'beauty. of his coun-
: ~.enance.'" ...".::.-J : ;H'~ J O'WETT 

'. 

, .. 
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of the estalbHshments. ..', . ' 
'r.heprohibitioru.s'ts are' in!terested in ,prohilbition. A~d it . 

. is to their.' interest .t? have licensed prem~ses operated b~ ~ 
·inajlY dollar ... hungr-y Incompetents as. poss:tble. For that type 
oj; qperation is' what swells tpe proMbi'tioI;l ~en'timen!t. , 
13eer ,by the gl'a!BS, T~rned to On'tario in 1934. !hat is ' 
neatly 20 years ago. And: the beer' parlors stIll eV1nc~ no 
sigps of maturity; 'Liquor 'by tpe. glass ',has ibee~ :with us 
for five years Ibut, generally-spe8kmg, ithe coclCtail lounges 
are cleaner, mor~ 'attractive, and less troublesome thl!l>n 'the, 
drel!-ry, n9isy beer parlors; ",...; _ . , 

But from 1916 to 1926, Ontano' was legally 'bone ~ry. Those 
were' the days' of Prohibition.' ' '. 
, ISome estalblish"ments are courting its reltum - and the 
Liquo! L~cense ;Board' '~Y failing to cra,ck ddWn on thi;lm is 
asslstmg III the COUrtShIp. ' ' , • 

, UNCONTROLLED ·J;.IQUOR BOARDS, 
The' above articl~ on "Helping.:P-rohibrtiop'ists" bea~s 

evidence that -it was. not ~wr'itten by a ,prohi'bitionist, yet 
the theSis of its argument is, to, all intents and ,pur
poses, that the. presen;t ev.il, conditions in'"the. hotels and 
beer rooms on Jarvis Street cans'titute one of the strong-

, est arguments for a return to prohibit jon. The Globe 
and Mail has,lon~, sillGe co~'pletely di~~rde!l the ,~at~ed' 
of strong drink evinced by "its s'tH! ~reater pred'eces'sQr, 

'\ " 
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" 
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the old Globe, which refused to accept liquor' advertise-. . , .. ·Father 'Homer, 'thee, 
men'ts. When a responsible feature writer in luch a Thee also r. forgIve thy sandi: w~tes· 

bl' t' d t' h'b·ti· t d'dl d Of prose and'catalogue, thy «lrear harangues 
.p~ lea lon, an avowe an I.,pro .1'.1 ~~IS, can I y a - 'That tease the patience of the centuries, . 
mIts th'at present outrageous condItIon's In 'hotels and beer Thy. sleazy s'crap o'f story,~ut a rogue's 
room;s cry aloud for redress and demons'trate 'the in-. R'ape. of a light-o'-love,-too soiled a patch 
effectiveness of present liquor laws and their appIica- To broider with the ,gods. 
tion, i't is high time that .adiv«*lates of temperance awoke 
from their le'thargy: 
. lThe writer in The GlObe and Mail has not told' the 
. half of .'the tru'th in his strongly word'ed' article, . Police~ 

"'1'hee, Socrates, 
Thou dear and very strong one~ i[ fortgive 

, , Thy year-worn cloak, thine iron stringencies 
That 'Were but dandl upside~down', thy words 
Of truth that, miIdber spoke, had mainli~ w~ought. 

men on Jarvis ,Street go two by two; there is scarcely 
a d'ay passes withou't a fight ou'tside the tavern:a on' this ''So, Buddha, beautiful! .J pardon t'liee 
busy thoroughfare; aJil the evil underworld, tr.ades tluit That all the, AU thou hOOst for needy man Was Nothing, and f<hy Best of being . was 
accompany. the liquor tra'ffi~ and' flourish along with 'it But not to be, . . 
parad'e more or iess openly in this district. In aU our • , " • "W'orn Dante, ,I forgive 
travels in Europe that ,took us into nine different coun-The implacable hates that in thy hon'id hells 
tries during the past summer, 'we d'id not see such drunk,;, Or burn or freeze thy fellows, never loosed: 
enness and vilene'ss as thrust themselves upon the notice By death, nor time, !jar love. ' 
(if the most casulI:I passerby in this great street whOle " " " "And,l.forgive 
pavemen't is one of main traffic arteries Of a great city Thee, Milton, those thy comic-dreadful wars . 
but whose sidewa-Iks have largely been· made into gutters Where, armed with gross and inconclusive steel, 
to ca~h the run-off of the by-products of the beer-i'ooms, Immo~als sm\te immo~als mo~alwise 
wretched'men and women.whose wrecked bodies/and souls ~nd wIll all heaven WIth ·folly. 
are the price they pay to contribute' to the fabulous " "Also thee, 
profits of 'the. super-wealthy corporations of brewers. Brave )Eschylus, thee I· forgive, for that 
and distillers ~W'S W - Thine ere,. tiy bare Ibright justice /basilisked." 

. ,., Turned no~ nor ever learned to look where 'Love 

THE CRYSTAL 
'At mid'night, death's and' truth's unlocking time, 
When far within the spirit's hearing rolls 
The great soft TUmble of the course of things
A bulk ·of silence in a mask of sound,-
When darkness clears our visian that 'by day 
Is sun-lblind,. and' ·the soul's a .ravening owl 
For truth and flitteth here and there about 
Low-lying 'woody tracts of time and oft 
Is minded for to sit upon a bough, 
Dry-dead and sharp, of some long-stricken tree . 
And muse in that gaunt place,-'twas then .my heart" 
Deep in the meditative dark, cried out: 

''Ye companies of. governor-spirits ,grave, 
Bards, 'and old bringers-cioWn of flaming news 

, From ste~p-wall'd heavens, holy.malcontents, 
'SWeet seers, and stellar visionaries, all /' 
. That brood upon the skies of poesy, 
. Fullbright yeshine, insuperable stars: 
'Yet; if a man look hard upon you, none 
With total lustre blazeth, no, no't ane 
But hath some heinous freckle of the flesh 
Uipon' ,his shining cheek, not o~e but winks 
His ray, opaqued wi'th mtermitten't mist 
Of defect: yea, you masters all must ,ask· 
Some sweet forgiveness, w~ich we ·leap' to give, 
We lovers of you; heavenly-glad to meet 
Your largesse so with love, 'and interplight 
Your geniuses with our mortalities, 

, . . , 
"Thus unto thee, 0 sweetest S'hakespeare sole, 
A hundred, hurts a day I d'o. forgive • 
('Tis little, 'but, enchantment! 'tis for thee): 
Sh8II curious quilJble: Juliet's prurient pun 
In the ,poor, pale face of Romeo's fancied death: 
Cold' rant of Richard: Henry's fustian roar ' 
ftich frights awal that sleep he invocates; 
Wronged Valentine s unnatural haste to 'yield: 
Too-silly slu"fts of maids that mask as men 
In faint dIsguises that could ne'er disguise-
Viola, Julia, Portia, 'RoSalind': ' 
Fatigues mos~'drear, and needless OTertax 
Of speech obscure that had'l1as lief' be plain; 
Last I forgive (with more ·delight, because 
'Tis more· to do)' the laibored-Iewd discourse 
That e'en thy young invention's youngest heir 
Besmirched the world with.' . 

Stands shining. . . . . 

, . "So, unto thee, Lucretius mine . 
(-For oh, what heart hath loved thee like· to this 
That's now complaining?), freely.I forgive 
Thy logic poor, thine error rich, thine earth 
W1hose graves eat souls and all, 

. ''Yes, an you hearts 
Of !beauty; and sweet rignteous lovers large: 
Aurelius fine, oft superfine: mild' iSaint . .-
A Kempis, ovennild': Epictetus, ' 
Whiles low in thought, still with old slavery .~nct; 
Rapt Behmen, Il'apt too far; high iSwedenbollg, 
O'ertoppling; Langley, that with !but a touch 
Of 'art hadst sung 'Piers 'Plowman to the -top 
Of English songs, whereof 'tis dearest, now, 
And'most Adol'8lblei' Caedmon, in the mom 
A-calling angels WIth the cow~herd's call ~ 
That late 'brought up the cattleL..~erscm, 
Most wise, that yet, in finding wisdom, lost 
Thy 'Self, some'times: tense 'Keats, with angels' nerves 
ftere men's were, :better: Tennyson, largest voice . 
Since 'Milton yet some register of wit -
Wanting;=.;Il, 'al,l, I pardon, ere 'tis asked, 
Your more or less, your little mole that marks 
You brother and your kina'hip seals to man. 

"But Thee, ,but Thee, -0 Sov~reign 'Seer of time,. 
But Thee, 0 poets' 'Poet, Wisd'om's Tongue, . 
But Thee, -0 man's best 'Man, 0 love's best Love, 
o perfect life in perfect la:bor write" . 
o all men's Comrade,.:Servant, King, or PrieSt;..:
What " or vet, what mole, what flaw, what l{lpse, 
What least defect or shadow of defect, 
What rumor, tattled' /by an enemy, 
Of in,ferenceloose, what lack of 'grace 
Even in torture's grasp, or sleep's, or death's,- . 
Oh, what amiss' may I forgive In Thee, 
Jesus, ,good 'Paragon, thou Crystal ObriaU:' . 
.' . -SIDNEY LANIER 

EVANGELICAL LESSON TOPICS FOR 1954 
Jarvis Street Sunday School is reprinting the schedule 

for 'Bible 'Lessons for 1954 iin a handy size arid these 'may 
'be obtained at cost by informing the office'of the number 
required. It is hoped that these cards \ \ will be ready 
within a week or so. . . 
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.Light From St. ~uke 'f,or Days of Da,rkness 
A Sermon by Dr. Robert McCaul . 

Preached on Thursday, October 29th, at the Second Annual Convention of the 
. Conservative Regular Baptist Association of Canada 

in Jarvis S~ Baptist Church, Toronto 

-and repeated by, request in First Baptist Church, Fort Worth, Texas,' 
, Sund~y ~vening, November 29th, 1953 

"But th~y constrained him, s'ay'ing, Albide with us: fo~' it is toward ev.!ning, and 
the day is far, spent. And he went in to tarry with them."-'Luke 24:29. • 

• •• WTE ARE indebted to 'Matthew, Mark, and John, for over against the sepulchre." Rembrandt, for his subtle 
," the description of events 'in the very early morning ability to make shading convey impressions, has been 
of our Lord's resurrection. To St. Luke alone we owe referred to as "that great Master of Shadows" .. But let 
our gratitude jor his graphic description of the appear- . h'im learn from Matthew's touch - "There was Mary 
a'llce of Jesus during the afternoon and early evening of Magdalene and, the other M'Rry s~ted over against the 
that day of days. rhese des'criptions have a loveliness of sepuichre." ,This we believe was Fl'iday nigp.t. What 
th~ir own, seen as they arEf in the meHow afterglow with a Saturday it must have been following that great Atone
which St. Luke lights up the Judean hills. His story ment day! The Universe had "'killed the Prince of Ufe!" , 
awakens our most pensive mood. 

'The resurrection splendor requires and has for its 
background the deep darkness of the great Atonement 
Day; we may say that it must' have been for the followers 

. of Jesus the darkest day that any company of mortals 
have ever experienced. . 

The Gloom in Joseph's GardeIi 
Weare too far removed from them to comprehend, 

except in the faintest fashion, how deep must have been 
their despair, how bewildered their mood in the presence 
of so stupendous and sudden a catastrophe. 'In Byron"s 
poem entitled "Darkness" he imagines a World, in which 
the sun has ·been extinguished, whl'le the stars and plan
ets wander darkling in thE) Eternal space, I'ayless and , 
path'less, and the icy Earth swings blind and blac~ening 
in the moonless air. ,Morn cam~ and went, and came and 
brought no d'ay, and men forgot their passions, 'in the 
dread of this their desolation. 'They lived by watch fires 
- all habitations burned for beacons, volcanoes their 
only other . light. Forests and cities set on fire fell and 
faded - men sat apart and, gorged themselves on gloom, 
while famine wrote "fiend" upon, theil' fore'heads. ,All 
was seasonless,. herbless, treeles's, ma~'Iess, lifeless ---' 
rivers, lakes, and oceans a:ll stood still - naught stirred 
within their silent dept~s. Ships sailorless rotted on 
the sea without a surge - the waves- were dead, the 
tides were in. their' graves, the Winds withered in the 
stagnant . air, the cloud's perished - darkness had, no 
need of aid from them: She was the Universe: 

iBut BYl'on"s picture, dreadful as it is, relates only to 
the physical universe. Such a day is indeed tp come, 
but our Gospel assures us that for the, Choristian it ushers 
in the light of an Eternal day. The desolation and dark
ness of the disciples must have had a deeper hue, for it 
seem-ed ...... to them that the 'SUD of Righteousness itself 
had set, and set to rise no more. Note how the E!vange
'lists pile shadow upon shadow until -it is a darkness even 
we can feel in J oseph''S garden. What a touch Matthew 
~ives ! When all have ,deserted the 'place of a skull he 
leaves us gazing at two forlorn path'etic figures: "And 
there w!1s Mary Magdalene and the other Mary seated 

The Blank in the Apostolic Record 
We cannot help but wonder whelle the apostles were, 

what was their mood, and what they did" on the day 
following the crucifixion. 'S'o far as the record goes we 
cannot tell what they did. Because of this blan)c in the 
story the Latin fathers spoke of this as a "non dies", . 
a no' day in 'the life of the apostles. Do we wonder? 
Are there not events that temporarily take away ali 
power of ac'tion? Days, when the mind is too paralyzed' 
to plan, the soul too stunned to pray, much less can the, 
heart sing. What ·an irony that this black Saturday is 
the Sabbath! Will they, can they, go to worship? The 
sou,I in bitterness mig.ht reply t6 the suggestion - War
ship what?: And to think that they had, as devout Jews, 
been ac'customed when in Jerusa:lem to go up to tlie temple 
and chan'twith the great congrega-tion'in the 1'36th Psalm 
appointed for th'at day., 'which begins with the words: 

"Oh give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good', for his' 
mercy endureth for ever." , 

And that 'once ionspil'ing, but now taunting refrain, "His 
mercy endureth for ever" is 'J,'epeated twenty-six' times. 
Do you think they had faith enough to repeat that when 
a:1'1 their hopes lay buried in the much guarded tomb? 
Not likely. It would take a faith like that of the dying 
thief to mention the m'ercy of God. The likelihood is tha:t 
they did not sing it, or evert go up to the temple at the 
hour of worsp:ip. Nor dare we chide them, rememberin'g 
the frailty of our own faith when cloud'S and darkness 
are around His th'rone. But how they might, even on 
that d'ay, have sung it hli.d they been aware of wh'at light 
and' mercy was indeed approaching them even then in the 
darkness. What a tone of triumph they could ltave put 
into that Psaim, how they might have sung it In the very 
presence of the pri'es'ts who a few hours before had 
mocked the Savitmr because they believed' He could not 
come' down from the cross - had they oltly known tha! 
He Whom His enemi'es beUeved could not come down 
from the cross was about to come forth from the tom'b! 
.At this point' in the record we pause to reflect that in 
houl's when men seem ~ be permitted, to s'in without 
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, resiraint, and Ohrist· is being crucified: afresh - led 
a~, a lam'b to tile slaughter;. and!' as a sheep' before its 
sh~arers is dumb - when He seems to, open not His' 

, ,mouth - 'be slow to conclud'e that 'His cause is defeated'. , ' 

\. , .. 
,Oh for a faith that will not shTinlc, 

Though pressed by many a foe, 
That will not tremble on the brink 

Of any earthly woe, 

A faith that shines more brl·ght and 'clear' , 
When tempests 'rage without, 

That when in danger knows no fear, 
In darkness feels no doubt. 

futile? ,Are ,ther~ not days that 'seem ,to -bring rto 'hope 
but on'ly a pathetic memopy" d~ys when you walk' the 
path o'f duty surroun'ded ',by ,deep mYst~ry: days when ' 
we ,prepare apparently to no purpose. ' eostly spices' pz:o- ' 
cured and not used ~ days when you. feel like shedding , 

, tears, or what is harder, -smIle when yo~ do not feel.like 
it. ~ut here let us' n?te what preciolis, value, the 'S'aviO,ur 

, attaches, to, servi,ce q'one.in su'Ch ,an hour. Little'd'id 
those devoted' Ihearts know that the spices which they 
would not us'e to embalm His body;, He would use to 
eIl1halm their, memory as He beheld in them a love 
stronger than death. ': '. ' 
: Among the unnumbered"bles'S'ings ,that' worshippers at 

, Last at the ,Cross and :t:irst at die To~b _ " Jarvis Street receive is the' reverent devotional manner 
B~t if, as, ~a~ bee?' s~id, "th.e const~llat~on of the ,in ,which the choirs and congre'gation sing the great 

apost!es weUt. mto eclIpse on thiS occa,SlOn, It was, not hymns in keeping with the sentiments they contain. I 
"'S?' ~Ith the woine~, who mij,st h~ve been gr~ping in Ej. still r.~c~ll 'One Sunday evening the S'inging of, a hymn, 
~1~IIar darkness. We saw them m,the gl,oammg w~tch- till,then almost forgotten, which stiU liIigers,as a sancti~ 
mg ,sadly the- eniombment of the sacred body, and soon $ying memory:" I 

we shaH 's~e them early, at the, tomb: m'eijting the poet's 
tribu te : - \' , , . Come tell me all that ye have said, ~nd done, 

" -Your victories, your sorrows, hopes'and fears; 
Not she with traitorous kiss 'her Master stung; ,I know how hardly souls are woo'd and won, . 

Not she denied aim with 'unholy tongue; " -My ch'oicest wreaths are hlwayg 'Wet with tears. 
She, when apostles ~hrank, could, danger brave, ' ' " 
Last at the 'cross, 'and earliest at the' grave,! So, ,"let me like Ma,ry through: the gloom, come with a 

B~t ,betwee~ thQS~ two p~riods, L~ke t~lls' u~ that having gift to .Thee." 
prepared the spices which they intended' would .be their 
'pa:tt ,in what they rrlUst' have thought was thei,r last tri- ",9n the Emmaus, R~a~ 
bu:te; ,they ne~ertheless refrained from visiting 'the _ 'We'turn now to another gro~p - the two d~'sciples on 
sepulchre wher~ they wanted to.be - becaus'e it was the the way to"Emmaus. What do'they have ,to teach us for, 
Sa;bbath. St. ,Luke. says: "They returned' and' prepared-,' such a day as this?' ,The Master predJicted that when the 
'spices and, oi!ltment~;' and rested the Sa'J:)bath day ac- Shepherd was smitten the she~pwould be scattered, Some 

I cording to the 'com~andment." ,". ' , commentators hold that here we ,see two of the scattered 
'.:' :As to the Bab,bath' observance the coriuhandment wouid oi- 'scat'teringsheep. . But after, al) they ar~ to~ether, 

call them to keep it according t~ the Jewish custom, :The which fact may have meant, the, d!if~erenc'e -between a 
: glory of .the re,~urrection h~d'not yet put the J~wish ~hattered, or p~~se~ye'd fait~., ~here is ~o great~~ s~lace 

" 

" Sabbath mto ecbpse to fade lI,ltO the greater Hght of the l'~ sorrow, I}othmg better calcqlated to ~re~et;e ~alth and 
,L~r9's Day. :Therefore they felt're:strained from goip.g' kmdle lo~e. a,nd hope, tha~ the ,comm,unIon. of: sal~ts.'Ha'd. 
to. the to:mb, If ever .I~ve had a motiye for 'action these, theY"r~~ame~1 apart .th~lr f,alth might have, fa,Ile~ . .In / ' 
women had reason to go beyond the command1men't. Ye't' ,the ,spin tua,l .1 ourney" It IS not good for, man to be alone. 
they did' not. Wo~ld' that their examp.le might b~ fol- "Then.' they that ,feilred! the Lord ,spake often one, to 
lowed by ,Christians today, so many ,of whom seem' to 'be another, and the Lord h'earke,ned and heard:", T,hat is 
cons~ious of no special obligation reiative to keeping, one , just wha~, '."e see on t~e I way t? Elmmaus. ~o ~ouls 

, , 

,( , 

, 

d~y m seven sacred 'for rest and worship . .'Think!>!' the 'enga~ed'.lp the"co!D~umon of samts ~ com~.unlI~g a;nld 
hq~'h powered, automQbiles that go tearing through its. ques,tlOnmg;- talking toget,her of all these thmgs WhICh .. 
boundaries, and the senseless ai!tfvities with which'it is had ha~pelJ.ed - thei;r theme the cros's, \as' it, had been, 
loaded. Wit}(th!!se women the din or'the world died down wh~n the,' two celestials visitea three, other followers of 
wit):!. the dawn Q{ the 8abbath, and' the day was sacred. ,JE\sus at the Transfig~ratiori ,- for the 's~bject there 
Even holy love waited on obedien'ce. Ip. a~ address heard " wa's '''The decease he, was to ~ccomplish at, J e~usal~m:" , 
some months ago in which the, pl'eacher mourned the ' And now the same t~eme agam, thoug,h tg.lS' ,bme It IS ' '~ 
absence of the idea of holiness f,rom Christian circles he the'meditation df'the, broken hearted, when, 10, Jesu~, " '.' 
said, "I stilI like tl).e malf who bl'ac'ks' his boots S'atu~d'ay . uI?-like the, worldattra<;ted ratb,.er thaD r,epelledJ, by' human 
night." ", tears, joins their com'pany, and ,brokim' hearts in a Uttl~ 

'But the women ,have much ,more to teach us' a:oout how ,while b.ecome 'bum.ing . hearfs as' He communes witlt' 
, w«; should react'to our ,present environment,' Though ',we ' them by the, war···, ' I, ' 

, do nol know what the apostles did, or-how 'they com'ported" " , . I' .~' 
themselves that S'abb'ath day, we do 'know tha't the women' ,." 'Meeting the Lord in Church ' , 
to w;hom it must, h,ave' been' equally dark;, waited, ex~'~' I,Jij,\,!t here.js: the 'ample justifi~'ation, for every coming' 
pe'ctantly for the d'~wn' of, the fjtst"day of the week -L together of ,Christian .people in ,z:egular chur'ch worship 
n~t expectant as to any resurrection. tlie' spices" in ~their' 01' ,Chl'istian conference. 'While so 'engaged we may ex
h,and~,·refute that. but ,to do that which in one sense 'must" pect, ,and often do experience, the &udld'en coming of the 
have, s'eemed pathetically futile ~ anoint a dead body. ' Lord ~f' glory into our company, Wei coIn!! to a service 
'That is serving in some little way when there' seems such as this, our minds filled with, and by no means 
nothing to inspire, And' even that which they plAimed separated f~~m the 'thing~ of th~ world, w~ether they be 
they were not permitted to ful'fill. . . anxious. care or ca,reless thought, The very act of de~ 

IDoes not' m!lch of ou,r' well intentioned service ',seem" . tachment from th~ ,world in coming to 'eb'urch puts liS' 
", 
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'into the zone where we are most likely·to meet the great 
Head of the Church. The very atmosphere of the sanctu
ary makes us conscious of being near to the bordler line 

, I of ~he spirit w~rld. The hymnl;l remind us that 

"The hill of Zion yields 
A thousand sacred sweets, 

Before we reach the heavenly fields 
. Or walk t~e golden str~ets."1 

The Eternal world begins to wrap us ,round, u'ntil with 
Jacob we say, "Surely Go'd is in this place, it is none 
other than the hou~e' of to!!, and the very gate of 
heaven." And suddenly we are with two on the' way to 
Emmaus, and hearts begin to 'burn with the heavenly 
fire. II this is not our ex~r"ience at every serv~ce, surely 
we can all recaU times when it has been. If we are 
regular we will not, like .. Tho:mas, be absent when Jeslis 
does thus come in a· speci~l way, ~hen truly a: day in 
His courts is "better than a thousand'. I t was an' o'Cc~sion 
such as this when the Scottish Elder in Ian MacLaren's 
story told his pas tot ·he had once mor.tgaged hi~ farm 
to 'save the church, and nearly lost it by so do"ing. But 
it wouFd have· been worth while to have lost seven farms 
just to have been in .the kirk that day. 

Evangelism-EB!nesi. or Just Entertaini.ng? 

. . 
temporary life answering to the Nu~b_er 666 in thE!' Book 
of Revelation, that explains' alI the mysteries about- the 
vials,' the little horn, and the signs arid p()rtents of Cb~
ing events. II). his day the 'favourite si-gns were earth
quakes, and :the Sultan of Turkey was the Antichrist, 
since Napol~on had proved, at first certain, and then-dis
appoiIjting, Todiay much attention is given to Russia and 
the Northern Confed'eracy, which "in turn will doubtle~s 
give place' tb som~ new and equaqIy mistaken obsession. 
Says S'purgeon, "Insanity seems to run in that groove~" 

. He was ever refreshingly cautious, and very generally 
foHowed the model f()r which a strong hint is given in 
Christ's prophetic sermon that dlay. Thoug·h we do not' 
have the text we' have a clear hint of its nature, for Luke 
tells us that '''beginning with Moses andi all the prophet.s 
He expounded to them it! aIl'the S'Criptures the thing's 
concerning Himself.'~ That is prophetic preaching - the 
arranging of a11' the lamps· of prophecy so as to focus 
them upon, t}le face· of J estis Christ. Of ,that we need 
never be afraid, and of its resuIts we 'need never be 
ashamed. That is how Jesus seemed to have handled· 
Old Testament prop~ecie~ that day.' 

'How to Retain Fell~wship with· Christ 
IBut let us 'look at one fu·rther light which Luke throws 

upon ·an ever preseht problem' for th'e Christian, and 
especially in our day. It may b& '}VeIl. to note that these Emmaus sojourners 

were in a deeply serio!ls mood! when Jesus joined. their 
company. iHe seemed to be d;rawn by their tears. Jesus 
notices that as they walk th~y are sad. T·he Christian 
gO'spel is not indeed a melancholy matter. Its first .note 
wa's, "Behold I bring you glad' tid;ings o'f great joy which 
shall be t~ all people." But its joy is something~ differ-' 
ent and better than jocularity. C'hris'tianity is nothing 
if it is not serious mindedness. We need· Chfistians to
tillY who see in it something ·more than a perp'etuaI giggle. 
Much evangeIisti'c effort is ruined by catering to the 
flipPl:'nt careles's mind that demands entertainment.' In _ 

We saw what attracted Christ to their company, but 
now after a gloriou·s afternoon with Him, whic'h some 
one h~s referred' to as seven' miles of Bible exposition 
by the Siaviour_ Himself: th~y reach their 10dlgiIl'g gate, 
and we. read, "He -made as though He would have gone 
further.'" . It is one. thing to have passing experie~es 
of Christ; it is quite another' thing to keep an un'broken 

. fellowship. , We may too easily; and at eternal loss, let 

.. fact, evangelism through entertainment seems to ·'be in 
'g.reat vogue. Some Christians who. would not care to. 
be seen going to the world for amusement get around 
th'at problem by turning their Je!igious program into {l 

. ~ind of burIes·que. . There is a type of reli"gion, too wide 
spread, that spurns the milk and meat of the Word for 
something' quite too light .t<;> merit the name' of gospel 
at aH, and that produces a _ foHowing too 'superficial to 
make any real and solid' adtvance in the ·.christian faith. 
The Bishop of London, asked what he thought o'f ea·rly 
Methodism, commende'd it highly, and defined it as 
"'Christianity once again in earnest." 

Prophetic P~eaching 
The Master comforted and directed' these Emmaus 

travellers by -interpreting to them Old: Testament pro
phecy. _ We 'hear mU'ch today about the necessity and call 
for so-caNed! 'prophetic teaching: ,1I!um"berless indeed 
ha,ve been the sermons on pro"I>hecy in our generation. 
It had been welI if they had followed the mopel set by 
the Saviour that day on the Emmaus ·road. We cannot 
help wishing, though the Holy 'Spirit ha's seen fit not to 
grant it, that we had the full record 'of what Jesus said 
in that conneCtion. We venture it would be jn striking' 
contrast to the wild imagining-s and senseless speculations 
that often pass for prophetic preaching.. S'purgeon 
speaks d~s'Cauragingly of. th~ "type of .mind that leaps with 

. joy when it thinks it has di'scovered so~e fi~ure in con-

Him go at the Emmaus gate, and that aglliI), for want 
of a hospitable attitude toward· Him. He is careful not 
to, force Himself upon. us. Th~re is' a. certain sensitive
ness in the comin:g and goitig of the bless~d Parll:clete. 
The invitation must be genuine, sincere, and urgent. 
Only those who make Him feel they must have Him will 
have Him .. He knows very well when and where He' is 
welcome, :and wait's "for a man'ifestatien of our importun
ity. No one g~ts' the best fr.6rh.. Chiist who show~ his 
heart· is half with Him and half with the world. He 
responds best to the earnes'£ appeall, ~nd to the touch of 
restraining handls. It· is in coming into deep feUowship 
with Him, even as it is in first coming into His kingdom. 

. He suffereth violence and the violent take' Him by force. 
A'braham must press his' invitation' ~o ihe three !DYs
terious visitors to his tent ere. they consent to abid~. 
Jacob be'comes Israel at t~!i! 'cry, "I will not le'~ thee go 

- except thou bless me." 'Said the mysterious Wrestler, 
"Let me go f()r the day breaketh." Why at the break of 
day? Do not our good angels often leave us just then '
when day comes wifh its caUs,' its duties; its levities, its' 
preoccupa'tions? It is hard to hold the angel/in, the midst 
of' life's conflicting currents. A score of interests come 
in to end 'the wrestling with the angel, and invites him,' 
to say. "Let me go for the day bre~keth." He Ill'ight have 
gone fUl1.her that n"igh't but for' J a-co'b's determination . 
expi;essed in "I will not let ,thee go unless thou bless me." 
He.might have gone further at the Emmaus'gates but for 
their" Ah'idle with us". • -

'The students at Oberlin noticed that Finn'ey was lay
ing ·retaining handlS on 'Christ when 'after pr~senting 
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certain petitions at ~ollege chapei he closed his 'prayer 
with words something llike these: "For in these ma'tters 
for which I have asked, as 'Thou knowes't, '0 Lord', I am 
ndt accustomed to be 'denied:." 

May· Be Later Than We Think 
Did' they pre~s this invitation upon the Master for I 

~heir own sakes only, and should we? Certa.inly· there 
HI a ,cause. The shad'Ows qu'ickly fall at 'the end of life's 
little day. W~ should be more urgen't, though we fear 
some are less so when the shad/ows begin to lengthen 
"across 'the lit'tle landscape of our ijives". It, is a prayer 
long overd'll.e, for such as have' spent most of their d'ay 
without Him, and who consequently have had the empty 
but never the burning heart. " 

Come ere this heart should cold 'and cast away 
Die ere the guest adored she entertain, 

Lest eyes that never saw thine earthly day 
'Should miss thy heavenly reign. I 

In such an hour 'as this it might well b'e true of our world 
I that the day' is 'far spent and the night is at hand -

later 'perhaps 'than :we think. Oh, eternal remorse for 
the soul tha't drifts i'iito eternal night because the Saviour 
was never invited while it is called' today! . 

/Were 'the' Emmaus travellers moved to invite Him' not 
only for their own sake but also for His'?1 Darkness faUs 
sud'denly in the Holy 'Landi; and there w~s little safety 
for a night 'traveller. Not to 'invite, a wayfarer in at 
twilight was to 'the 'Oriental gross inhospitali'ty. ' 

',Mas, we are stilll in a day when few wan:t 'Christ. Not 
. many hearts are offering Him shelter; the worldi doeS' not 
seem to want Him. Once again he. stands 'in the midst 
of.jur, brillian't civilization - His own gi~ to u~ :- and 
crIes,' 'The !Son of Man hath 'not where to lay:Hls head." 
Once again His locks are wet with the dews of the night 
- waiting at 'the door. 

Lord what ,am I" 

, 

"HE THANKED GOD, AND TOOK C~URAGE" 
By, Rev. John Cunningham, Alberta, Canada 

"When the 'brethren heard of us, they came to 
meet ujl ... , whom when Paul saw, he than~ed Go'd, 
and took courage." -'Acts 2,8: 15. " 

There are- times when seemingly trivial things have 
a great 'influence upon a' man's life. The Apostle Paul 
wa,s on hIs way to Rome; the bo~d-servant of 'the Lord 
Jesus :Christ, 'and he had borne much for His sake along 
the way. He had; been arrested .in Jerusalem, and had 
answered fo,r his. faIth before'the Sanhedrin. The Jews 
had ,plotted to take his Hfe and he had escaped just in 
time. IHe had 'stood before three ROman governors, Felix, 
F~stus and .A:grippa; and when he made' his appeal to 
Caesar 'he started on the long journey to Rome. Then 
there was the shipwreck that had strarided hlm and his 
'company on the lonely island of 'Melita for three months,. 
and taking ship agaIn he continued the journey to Rome., 
Surely here is a spiritU'al giant, a, hardened! soldier of 
the 'Lord Jesus Christ. . 

, 'Word, of hil[! coming to Rome had been received of the 
church there and the brethren set out' to meet him, 
ging as far as the 'Three Taverns.' But it touched the 
ap,ostle's heart deeply when he, s'aw them,and "he thanked 
God, and took courage." , ' 

This is not the only passage that indicate:how greatly 
the apostle Paul valued the friendship and fellowship 
ot the brethren. A few brief quotations from his second 
epistle to Timothy will show the same. '''Do thy dili
gence to come shortly unto me," he wrote Timothy. 
"Demas 'hath forsa:ken me," he continued. "Only Luke 
is with me." "Take Mark, and bring him with thee." 
"At my first answer no man 'stood with me, but all men 
forsook me." "Do thy diligence to come before winter." 
How Paul yearned in his prison foi' Timothy's company 
and 'fellowshoip! 'Great man that he was he needed the 

That with unceasing care, 
T,hou shouldst look after me, 
That Thou shouldst wait 
wet with unhealthy dews 

, fellowship of the brethren. 

Before my gate? ' 

'There seemS to be some wh~ are quite ~ndependent of, 
and even indIfferent to, the friendship of others, lonel,. 
men who never crave the company of others. (But Paul 

Oh, strange delusion was not one of them. The feIl9wsh'ip of the brethren, of 
That I did not greet Thybles,t approach, true kindred mindis, was r~freS'hing to hIs soul. And. the 
And oh, to heaven how lost . h f th If my ingratitude's unkindlY'frost SIg t 0 ese who' had come from ,Rome to meet him on 
Has chilled those bleeding wounds his ,way touched his heart. "He thanked God, and took 
~~~ ~~ \. ' 

How oft my gU'ardian angel gently cried, 'And most of us are like him. The fellowship of' the 
"Soul, from thy casement look, saints. is most precious to our souls, and God has pro-
And tll.Qu sha:1t see vided for this fellowship" for which we yearn in the 
How He persists,to knock I church. 'The church, is not made up' of isolated members, 
Ana wait for tliee." hr' t h' If h' And Dh, how often to that voice of sorrow, eac Ivmg un 0 'Imse ~nd going IS own way in l'ife. 
"Tomorrow we will open," 'I've replied, The church is t~e ,cong,regation of, the Lord's people; it 
And when the morrow came is the assembly of the saInts' in one place where soul 
J answered stiU, "Tomorrow.;' touches soul and' spirit comm~nes with s~irit. . 

You may become a Christian this moment by saying to IDo we then apprllciate the church as we oU'ght? ,When 
Christ, and saying wi'th a tone which indicates that what Paul saw this company of the brethren 'coming to meet 

. is upon the lips first rises in the hear'f: "Wilt Thou no't ' him "he thanked ,God,". Have you ever 'thanked- 'God for, 
'come in and abide?" Then at the last great Jud'gment .' the ch.ur~? Is there any longing in your soul for the 
Day He will welcome you with: "I was a stran'ger and ye co~gregatIon of the Lord',S p~ple? Does your, heart beat 
took me in." , , )...., a httle faster as the. day approaches that calls the church 

together for worship and prayer, for meditation and ser

Grace, Uke ,the flower-seed; needs to be sown in 
spring. Th~ first- fifteen years of life, and often tthe 
first s,ix, decide the' eternal destiny. 

vice? Is there ever a feeling df deep disappointment 
when circumstances ~eep you from assembling with those 
whom you love in the ,church? As you join, those-each 
Lord's Day that make their way to the, church, do you 

.~ 

, 
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ever lift your heart in thanksgiving to· God? Paul did. 
"He thanked 'God, and to()k courage." . 
. ;He took courage. P'aul not only found satisfaction of 
soul at the sight of tllese brethren who came to meet 
him, he found encouragement- in it, too. Was he afraid 
to go to Rome? We cannot think so, but surely there 
must have. been some apprehension in his heart as he 
jqUl'neyed on. But mIghty man of God that he was, he 
found a source of strength at the sight of these brethren 
who had come to meet him on the way. 

'There are two thoughts that are suggested: in these 
things. First of all, we need the fellowship of the Lord's 
people to comfort and strengthen us. . No man can wil
:(ully absent himself from the church without being the 
pooret: for it. There is no tonic to the ~oul like the 'fel
lowship of the church. Do you think that yo.u are strong 
enough to do without it? Poor soul that you al"e! Pity 
the man' who does not take heart in the fellowship of 
the saints in the church!' For often our souls have been 
blessed at the very sight of the saints. Have you :ito~ 
'found it so? Have you never come to the church lonely 
and- discouraged, only to leave with a rene~ed mind and 
a Iight heart? Who of us has not felt it! 

Ther~' is this further suggested. We come to church 
not only for the comfort that it brings to our own hearts, 
but 'also for' the com'fod we might. impart :to others. And 
we never know how far our influencli! goes. They who 
made their way to meet Paul probably neyer thought 
what' it might mean to him. They: were anxious to meet 
this great man of IGod, but "he thanked God, and took 
courage." So it is often the 'simple things in life, the 
things that we least suspect, that have the greatest in
fluence upon the lives of others. It is not without reason 

. that James ,wrote, "Pure religion and undefiled' before 
God an'd: the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and 
widbws in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted 
from the world.' A call to the hospital room on a suf
ferin~g, lonely heart, a visit in the home where troubles 
abound, a word spoken by the way to a: 'discouraged soul
you never know what it might mean. Perhaps 'Some one 
will thank God for it and take courage. And if you do 
anytlihiir to make the burdens of life lighter for the. 
heavy heart, if your fellowship helps another along the 

. rqgged pathway of life, you hav~ not lived in vain. And 
what is more, it never escapes the watchful eye of yoUl' 
F~ther in heaven. In its own time it will bring its 
reward. ~'And the King shall answer unto them,. Verily 
I say unto you, Inasmuch' as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
·me." 

Vice is first pleasing; then easy; then delightful; then 
frequent; then habitual; then confirmed; then the man is 
impenitent; then he i,s obstinate; then he resolves never 
to rePent; and then he is damned. -JEREMY TAYLOR 
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. "KEEP 'YOURSELVES FROM IDOLS" 

rC.o:ntinued from page 2) 

ISurely we -ought, as never bef'Ore, to pray and to live 
and to preach in such a way as to call down u'pon this 
needy w'Orld the revival blessings we long to eee. In a 
recent speech to the British ·house, S!r Winston ·Churchill 
reviewed f'Oreign policy,. clos'ing with these solemn w:'Ords: 
"We are all nations standing at this hou.r in human his
t'Ory before the port8'ls of supreme 'catastl''Ophe or of 
measureless reward. My f~ith is that 'in God's mercy 
we ·shall choose aright." The British Prime M"inister is 
not given to· making theological disquisitions, but the 
very 'gravi'ty 9f the present situation apparently forced 
this ackn'Owledgement from him of our u'tter dependence 
upon God'·s mercy. OUI" nation, our Comm'Onwealth, our 
r8'ce, our world in the face of su{!h a crisis, ought to turn 
trom the'ir~idols and t'O serve the living and true God. 
And we wh'O mime the name of IChrist must find' in the 
presen't sta'te 'Of affairs a fresh reason for. obeying the 
warning adiq.res·sed by the Apostl~ 'Of love to his little 
children, '''Keep yourselve's f:rom idols." 

FOR YOUNGER READERS 
, S.aved From a Lion 

The Rev. Dr. Moffat, fr'Om England, was a missionary 
in S'Outh, Africa for. fifty years.. 'His -son, b'O,rn and 
br'Ought up in that c'Ountry, took his father's pla~e in 
trying to make Jesus known as 'a Saviour t'O the natives 
'Of that pan of Africa. This missionary, Rev. John Mof
fat, tells this story 'Of a native lad who had 'attended 
'the services held by 'the missionary. 

'This lad was eng8'ged once with some of his com
pani'Ons ·in :hunting. 'They were in the full and ea'ger 
pursuit 'Of some animal, when sud~enly, a~dunexpecteli~y, 
this lad f'Ound himself face to face WIth a hon, and 
'almost 't'Ouching him. His Mack face seemed as if it 
would: turn white with fear. His c'Otnpanions were almost 
as much frightened as himself. They were a lit'tle further 
off, and saw his danger, but were una'ble to help him. 
In that awful moment 'the po'Or 'boy thought of Jesu~, . 
the'Migh'ty Saviour, of Whom he had so often heard the 
missi'Onary speak. In his dianger and distress, he cried 
out, in hearin'g of his c'Ompanions - '0, Jesus! save me 
n'Ow, and I wi'll serve Thee f'Or ever.' • 

. IS'O'On after he had! offered this prayer, 'the li'On turned 
. r~und and walked 'quietly off; with'Out touching the boy. 
He n~ver forg'O't that hour. Wherever ·he went, the 
thought followed him, "Jesus saved me from the lion." 
He thought 'Of another lion, spoken of in 'the 'Bible, not 
to be seen with our bodily eyes, even Satan, who '·walketh 
about, . as a r'Oaring li'On, seeking wh'Omhe may devour" 
(1 Pet. 5:8). Then he prayed earnestly t'O the Lord 
Jesus to deliver him from 'this lion, too. The Lord! Jesus 
heard his prayer, and 'he became an earnest IChristian. 

And our Saviour has 'the same power . 'to save in this 
country that He has iI). Africa. . . 
~From The Light of the World, by ·Dr. ll.ichard ·Newton. 

CHRIST ON A THRONE OF GRACE 
Ohrist is on a throne of ·grace. Our case is brought 

before him. The. question is asked: "Is there any good 
about this man?" The law answers, "None." Neverthe
leS8 Christ bands over our pardon, 'and, asks us to take 
it. Oh! The hei,ht and depth, the length and breadth 
of His mercy! - -TALMAGE 
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, THE BIBLE' , oure4 English talk two hundred years ago. , Th~ mass 'N0 G~E~rER moral change ever ,passed over a n~tion o.f -pictures-que allusion II:nd illustration -~hich w~ borrow 
. than passed over England during the, years which -from a thousand books, our fathers were forced ~ borrow 

. parted the midd'le of the'reign of Elizabeth fl'om the from one'; and the borl'owing was the easier and the 
, m~eting of the Long Parliament. England· became the -more 'natural that the range of the' Hebrew literatur~, 

people of a book, and that hook was tlie BiJJle. It was fitted it for the expression of, every pha!Je of feeJing. 
- as yet the one -English book which was fam.iliar to every When Spencer poured .. forth his warmest love-notes in 
,Englishman; it was read at churches and read at home, the "Epithalamion", he adopted the very words of the 
- and everywhere its words, as they fell on ears which,cus- ' Psalmist, as he bade the gates open for the entranc;e of 
tom had not dead'ened to theiI: force and beauty, kindled his bride. When Cromwell saw the mists ibre8lk over 

, a startiing enthusia-sm. Wlien Bishop Bonner set up'the the -hills .of Dunbar, ,he hailed the sun burst ~th the 
first six Bibles in St. Paui',s "many. well-dispos~d people cry of David: "Let God' arise, and let _ his enemies be 
u,sed much to resort to the hearing thereof, especially scattered. Like as the sun riseth, so, shalt thou drive 
when they could get any' that had an -audible voice to I'ead them away!" Even to common minds this familiarity 
to ·the ... One John Porter used sometimes to be occU-, wjth grand poetic imagery in prophet and' apocalypse 
'Ilied in ,that gO,odly exercise;' to' the edifying of 'himseif gave a loftiness and ardour of expres'sion, that with all 
a:~ weH as others. This Porter was a fresh young mail its tendency to exaggeration and 'bombast we may prefer 
and of a big stature; and great multitudes would resort to the slipshod vulgarisms of the shopkeeper of- to-day. 
thither to hear hIm, because he could rel!-d well and had 'But f~r greater tha~ its e~fect on literature' or social 
an' audible voice." The ,popularity of the- Bible was phrase was the effect of the Bible on the character -of 
owing to other cau.ses ,besid,es that of relig.ion. The whole the people at large. Elizabeth might silence or tune the 
prose litera'ture of England, save the forgotten kacts_ pulpits: but it was impossible for her to silence or tune 
of Wyclif, has grown up since the translation of the the

J 
great preach'ers of justice, and mercy, and truth, 

'8criptJIres by Tyndall and Coverdale.' No ',hi-storY, no who spoke fl'om the b1lok which she had again opened 
romance, no poetry,' save the little~known verse o'f '(or, her people. a'he Whole moral effect which is pro-

\ Chaucer, existed for. any practical purpo,se in the English d'uced now-a-days by' the religious newspaper, the tract, 
tongue when ~he Bible was ordered' to be set up in the essay, the~lecture,,,the missionary report, the sermon, 
chu·rches. Su'nday after Sunday, .day after day, the was then produced by the Bible alone.' And its effect in 
crowds that gathered round Bonner's Bibles in the nave this way, however dispassionately. we examine it, was 
of'St: Pa,ul's or ,the f~mily group that hung ,on' t~e words simply amazing. The whole temper of the natibn was 
of the Geneva Bible in the devotional exercises at home, changed. A new concept jon ofl life and of ,men super-, 
wer~ leavened with a new litera't1:1r~. LegEmds and an-' seded the'old. 1\' new moral and religious impulse spread 

,: nals" war song and' psalm, State-rolls and biographies, through every class. Literature reflected the general 
the _ mighty voices of prophets, the parab,les of Evange- te~dency of the time;' and the dumpy iittle quartos of 
lists, stories of mission jou'rneys, or Perns by the sea cOlltroversy and piety, whicli still crowd .our 'ol~er ,librllr
ai?-d.among the heathen, philosophic' arguments, apocalyp- ies, drove before them ,the ,classical translations and
tic visions, all w6l'e flung' brO,adcast ov;er minds unoccu- Italian novelettes of the age" of Elizabeth: I '"Theology 
pied for the most par't by any',rival learning. The dis- rules there" said Groiius of'England, only ten years after 
closure of the 'stores of Greek literatui'e h,ad wrought the Queen's death; and when Casaubon, the last of the ' 
the revolution of the Renasceilee.The discl()sure of the great 'scholars of ~the sixteenth' century, was invited to 
bIder mass of Hebrew literature' wrought the revolution En'gland by King James, 'he found both' King and people 

,of the Reforma~ion. But 'the 'one revolution ,was far indifferent to 'letters. "There'is a great abundance of 
deeper a,nd wider in its effects than, the other. No ver- theologians in England,'" he says to a friend; "all point 
sion could t~ansfer to another tongue the peculiar charm their studies in that. directioll." The study of the country 
of lang\1a~e which- gave their; vah~e to' the authors of gentleman pointed towards theology as much as that of • 
Greece and -Rome. 'Classical letters, t~erefore, remained the scholar. As soon as Colonel Hutchinson :,'had'im
in the possession of th~ learned, that is of the f~w; and proved his natural understanding with the acquisition of 
aptong these, with the exception of Colet and More, or of learning, the first studies "he. exercised 'himself in were 
the pendants who revived a Pagan worship in the gardens . the principles of religion." T,he whole nati-on' became, in 
of 'the Florentine Academy',' their di:r.-ect influence was fact, a Church. The great problems of. life and death, 
purely intellectual. But the tongue _ of the Hebrew, the. wh,ose, "obstinate questionings" found no answer in the 
idiom of Hellenistic Greek, lent themselves with a curious higher minds of Shakespeare"s' day, pressed for an answer 
felicity to the purposes of, translation: As a mere liter- , fro'm the men who f6Ilowed him.' : . , 
iu,"y monument, the English version, of the Bible remains 
Uie noblest example of the English tongue. Its perpetual -JOHN 'RICHARD GREEN, 

.A Short History 0; the 
English -People. 

.. 
THE, BELL·ROPE OF HEA YEN 

...Iuile mad'e it froD) the 'instant of its appearance the stand
aFd of our language. But for ~e moment its ,literary 
effect was less than' its social. The power of the 'book, 
over the mass of Engiishmen showed itself in a ,thousand 
s1,lperficial ways, and in none more conspicuoQ,sly than 
in' the influence it exerted on ordinary speech. It formed,. 
we must repeat, the whole literature which was practi- ,Prayer puns therop~ below and the great bell tinis 
cally accessible to ordinary Englis'hmen; and ,when we above in the ears of God. Some scarcely -stir, the bell, 
l'ecall the' number of, common phrases whIch we owe to for,' t~ey -pray so langoi'dly; others give an occasional . I 
'g,reat authors, the bits of Shakespeare, or Milton, or" pluek at the rope; but he who wins ~th heaven is the 
'Dlcke~s, or o:r.-dina.ry talk, we shall be~ter understand the . m~~ wHo grasps the rope b~Id.y, and pulls continually, 
str.ange mosaic of Biblical words and phrase!! -which col- ~i~an his might. _ -SPURGEON 
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Oihl S h· I L'" 0 11·- ,for His serrice some of the boys, girls and youb.g 'people 
e . COO' eSSDI) n me im'der their care· (,Matt. 9:37, 38). ' .. 

. . . . . . , The Spirit ·of the 'Lord came upon David from the day ·on 
Which he was anointed with oi~, t,lle' symbol in the. Scrip- . 

Vol. 17 Fourth Quarter Lesson 1.2 . December 20, 1953 tures of the Holy 'Sp4it :(Ju~g: ·3:10; 1 Sam',10:6"'[0,i Zech,' .. 
• . . . 4 :2-6). Thus !Was Davld 41vmely prepared for his holy 

OLIVE L. ror. A'DV' ......... (21 ) office. No one should presume to enter the service of the 
. ~ ~-'. or. . Lord who has not been endued with power from on high 
. . . . '. . ('Luke .24:49;' JO'hn 21:21-23; Acts 1:8), for tJ!,e sel'Vice ller-

DA ~ID ANOINTED TO BE KING formed in the ener.gy. of ·the flesh will not avail before GQd 
Lesson Text: 1 S'amuel 16:1-13. • " .' .' r (John 15:4, 0; 1 Cor. 3:;1.1-15). : '. -. 
'Golden Text:. "For the.Lord seeth not as man !leeth; for :tiJ.an ' .' .iI?- the .Providence o.! G,od ·the rejected king and ~he 

Ioo'keth on the outwaro' appearance, but the Lord looketh anomted kmg w~re b!ought togeth-:r (verse 2'3). >saul l?ved 
on the heart."-1 'Samuel 16:7. . . ~he young harpIst WIth a love Wh1<?b l!l-ter turned to bIt~r 

, . Jealousy and ·liatred,. when he saw hImself. supplanted '.m 
I. The Commission Given: verses 1-3 •. the esteem of the people :(il S~. 18:6-12, ~9). D8:vid, ,on. 

The failure of' King Saul must hav~been the cause ·of keen the other' hand, regarded Saul, the Lord's anomted, WIth awe 
disappointlll,ent to !Samuel.. hom the ''day that .samuel ,per- an~ respect' (1 Sam. 24:1-12; 26:1-12; 2 S!lII1. 1:12-16). fIn 
'formed the difficult .task 'of "announcing the fin,al re:iection . his poem "Saul" the ;poet Ro'bert ,Browning depicts the pl'ayer 
of the disO'bedient ·king, the ~o never saw one another on of David that the Lord would bring solace 'and strength· to 
e\U'~ ('~ >Sa.p1 •. 15:35) •. We are ~ot told the.rea~on fo~ this the troubled spiri,t of the king, whom he loved with 'all 
separatIon, 'but the fact· emphasizes ·the finality and com- tenderness: ,'. . . 
pleteness of Saul's rejection •. It' must not !be aI"gued, how- '~See the IGng--'1 would he!'P him, !Su\;' cannot, the wishes. 
ever, .that the aged prophet had los,t interest in the king.. fall through.' .' . , 
He never ceased to· mo.urn because 'of ISaul's· sin and its Could I wresl;Ie to rliise 'him fiom. sorrbw,gz:ow 'poor to 
,inevitalble consequences, and he dOUlbtless continued his min. . emic;h, " , " ' . 

. ~stry of in~rcessi!>~ (~ Sam .• 12:23).. Love is one of ~he . .To fill up' his life, ·starve my' own out, I woqId:"'-knowing 
mdIspensaible qualItIes In· the charQ,Cter ·of a. servant of' the' .., which, '.' . 
Lord '(John 21:16). As our Saviour· gri.eveij over the sins· I ;~i1.ow tp,at my servIce is perfect. Oh; speak through ~~ 
of men (Luke 13:34,'35; 19:41-4'4), so must we- bear' upon now! ,.. . .' 
our :he'arts their ibumeri, .a.ndtenderly seek ,to' restore. them Would 'I suffer for him .'that I'love? 'So wouldst Thou-
to fellowship with the Lord, whIle dealing strongly with their so wilt Thou! . ". 
sins (Jud~ 20~23)·~ . -. . 

The),"!! is a time to 'mourn, and there is a tbne not to mourn "0 Saul it shall 'be.' . . 
(Exoci. :\.'4:15; 'Eccl .. 3:1-4). The propliet Samuel was told 'A Face' like my f'ace. that receives ~ee; a Man like to !pe, 
to mourn no longel' over the tragic, failure of Saul, but'to Thou s~alt love and. 'be lov.ed by,forever: a 'Ha:nd hke,' 
apse anq anoin,t the ,new 'king, "a man' ~t.er God's own he'art" thIS hand .. ". ' .' 
(1 Sam. ,13':14). -"Saul represented ·,t~e .people's choice, but S·haJ.I throw open.the 'gates of new life to thee! . See the 
David W3S the,·Lord's choice. andowould.1ive for His glory. 'Christ stand!" .. 
The Gospel is a message, of ,hope, the'godd tidings Ofa new . . 
beginning (Rom. 8:24; 2 CorJ 5:17·). DAILY BIBLE READINGS 

The ·Lord ·has ,regaro for the weakness. of . Hjs, children; . d d S I . 1 S 16 14 23 He "remembers th.at ·we. are but iiust (Psa. 103:13, 14). To Dec. 14--:Davi an , au .............. ;................................. am.·: - • ' 
protect 'Samuel from the Jealous wrath of the king, 'He pro- Dec; 15-The Anointing of a 1Prophet .............................. 1 Kings 19. 
vided an o.ccasion for a sacnfice which would' conceal the Dec. 16-The Anointing of a Priest ........................ Lev. 8:30-36. 
real purpose of the ·prophef'. visit :to ·the liOnie of Jesse. Dec. 17~David Sings o~ the Shepherd of Israel '. . 
It was not yet the Lord's ,time to make "a public announce- . , Psa. 78 :56-72 ... 
ment concerning the new' king. De-c. IS-David Contempla'tes the Heavens ..................... : .. Psa. 19. 

The Ifact that-the Lord did not reveal to Samuel the name Dec. ·19......:David Sings of the Good ,S'hepherd .................. Psa. 23. 
of the 'king whom He had chosen -illustrates the' truth that Dec. 20-David iSings of. the Great King ......... ; .................... Psa. 45. 
He ,leads His children one step at a time ·(Gen. 22:1; Isa., SUGGESTED HYMNS 
30:11;. 'Heb,. 11:8): ''He gives us 'sufficient light for faith He leadet'" ·me'. Oh, 'blessed thought! Jesus is our.Shep-to rely upon,' !but not sufficient fQr boldness to p'resume' n 
(,Ps'a. 97:11; 1·ICor. '13:12). ~He bea;rs the resp'onsi:bIlity for herd. Precious promise God 'hath given. Like 'a shepherd, 
our lives, and if we wiU put' ,our cause' ,into 'His hands,· He tend~r. 'God moves in a mysterious way. ~~nderly guide us • 

. will wisely le~, for He is 8l1-PQwerftil; all-wise and all-
loving." / . ' 

II. The Co~mission' Periorm~: verses 4-13 
. Possibly the elders .had heard of Samuei's severity toward 

the wicked King. Agag (1 ,Sam. 1!5:32,.33), and so they 
. trem!bled 'at the coming' 'of the 'prophet. I·A wholesome fear 
of the Lord. is sadly laCking these days in 'many quarters t 

(IPsa. 19:9; 34:11; Provo :1:7, 29; 24:21; Rom. '3:18; 1 Pet. 
2'17) . , " .' . 
. ',It ~as natural for Samuel to co~clude. that Jesse's eldest 
son EFab,. tall, dignified 'and Il'egal in 'ap"pe~ance, was 'to 'be 
the king ('Psa. 147:'10, 11).' But God s stan~ard's are.~far 
different from h~ml!-n staJ)dards (1' Cliron. 28:9; 'Psa; 7:9; 
Isa.. 55:8, 9)~ In tlie .eyes of the Lord the truly great-are 
those who ,are great in soul. '\. . . '. ' 

David, the mali of .God's jiliotce, ·.was the YOllng~t son of . 
Jesse. an~·a slt,epherd" (Psa. 7~:70, "11). He ~as a mere !ad 
at thIS time, and seemmgly, lrgh~ly regaroed by the' famIly, 
since !he had not !been summoned to attend the 'sacrifice ·(1 
Cor. 1:27-29). His. training as a: shepherd hml developed 
his physique' (1 'Sam •. 17:34, 36); .he stood before 'Samuel 
-in the vigour of youthl fair to look .upon . (1 'Sam. 1.7:(2). 
Tending the flocks by night 'gave him opportunities for medi
tation 'and worship (Psa. 8:3; 104:1-3, 34; 143:f!). The Lord. 
knows -where to find leaders' for 'His ileople (Judg. 6:11-16). 
Although but a youthi'David knew what it meant tQ .have 
the :himd of the ·Lord aid upon him •. 'Parents, teachers· and 
workers shoUld 'Clontin~ally pray that th~ Lord 'may choose 

" 

" 

ItEMEMBEJl THE :RMIN:AllY IN 
VOUll WILL'" " 

. We suggest that our friends should fre~ember 
.T oronto Baptist Seminary in thair wills.· The proP!tr 
form for this is:' "I give, devise and bequ.ath 
the sum of . __ .. _~ ..... ~ ..... _._ .. _ ...... _ ....... to Toronto Baptist 
'Seminary, 337 Jarvis Street, Toronto 2, Canad~, 
associated .. with Jarvis St. Baptiit Church.'~ We 
are laying foundations for the future, and we are 
determined to make'it as impossible as it is within 

, .. human, power to .do, that· ';-ot one dollar_ given to 
. Toronto Baptist Seminary shall' be used for anything' 
bu~,: the propagation of the gospel. 'No amount 
would be too large, and "ce~ainly no amount would 
be too small. We earnestly solicit the gifts of those 
who believe in. ministerial and mi~ionaiy education. 

, - . I • 
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"52. Ti'ines a··Vea~ 
Have yo~ ~riends and relatives who l~~e the glad souna of the good 'news? 'Send THE GOS

PEL W~TNESS.~~ .their door FIFTY-TWO times next year as. a reminder of· your gOod wishes. Or 
do you kno,,!, oi 'some p~rsons who you think might be specially benefited and blessed by its weekly 
Gospel m~age?' Or do you know of oth~ who ought to be inform~ on the great issues' of 
Protestantism? poes your pastor receive .this paper? Or have you missionary frien4s who would 
like to receive'it, but cannot afford to pay for it? 

.'. THE GOSPEL' WITNESS is the only weekly joUrnaJ of its· kind and its reguI8r ~its. will 
make a Christmas present of unusual value ~d blessing .. SubScribe now for your friends. . . 

, - \ , / 

If yo~ wish to share your bles~ings by 'senfling' The Gospel Witness to a friend, write 
h:is ~r. h~ name below and we will send a gift card,no~ify~ y~ur fri~nd of your gift subscrip-
tion m his name. . 

Ple~ enter the following' GJFT subscription to The Gospel Witness and sen~ a' gift 
cud to my friend, whose name 'is: . 

. ~ ............................................... : ................................ ~ ... Address ...... : ........ : ...... : ..... : .... :, ................................. : ...... . 

. My n~ is ·· .. · .. ··· .. · ........... ; ................... : ..................... My.Address is ............. , ..................... : .. ~~ .................... . 

My ~emittance is ~nclosed: $3.00 for ONE gift subscription' 
$6.00 for TWO gift subscriptions 

. ~ 

Please send my friend the free book for a premium. rif whi~ I have circled the number in 
the list below: '... 

"\.. . 
. This p~per is a printed missionary, and carries no advertisements. The regular issues 'contain 16 'pag ... 
The Subscription prJce is $3.00 for 52 issu.... WITH EVERY NEW SUBSCRIPTION we will give one of the four followirig 
books as a prmium: , . 

I. Blakeney's' Manual of Romish Controversy. by Dr. R. P. Blakeney, 316· pages. 
2. Popery· in Its Social Aspects, by Dr. R. P. Blaieeney,. 326 po.ges. . 
3. The Prodigql and His Brother, or The Adventures of a Modern Young Man, by Dr. T. T. Shields, 132 pages. 
·4.' The Priest, The Woman and The Confessional, by Father Chiniquy, 144~ pages. _ . . 

(a) Please send to the 'undersigned for one month's trial "THE GOSPEL WITNESS". . 
(b) Please send "TIiE 'GOSPEL WITNESS" and P-"'mium No. - - _______ ... _ _ _ _ to the undersigned for which. find $3.00. 

enclosed. . . . . .' D. ~ . 

(c) And also books (or book) nwn'bered __________ for which find $ __________ .:._ .ndosed. . 

. Plea.se send me one copy of FIFTY YEARS IN THE CHURCH OF ROME, by Father. Chiniquy, for which I 
enclose $3.75. . \ . . . ' , 

~E ---~----i------------------------------ ADDRESS ------------------------------------" . . 

I 

, 


