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The Strait Gate, 'and .How to Enter- It 
A S~on by the Past9r, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Pr~ched in Jarvis 'Street Baptist 'Church, Torontoi.'Sunday Evening, September 26th, 19~h 
('Stenographically Reporte~) . 

'~Strive to enter in at tihe strait gate: for many, I say, unto you, will seek to enter 
it, and shaH not be a'ble."-Luke 1.'3:24. 

MINlJJSTE'RlS of the go~pel are described in the, Word seer. That should be his supreme concern. How impor­
'Of God as men ~'who watch for your souls, as they . tant it is that the lighthouse~keeper should keep his lights 

. that must give account". A minister 'is chiefly concerned burning! Out' on the stormy sea many a mariner will 
with the souls of men. There are many whose task it is -look e!J,gerly fo·r the light, that he may be 'Sure t'O . steel. 
to care fGr other people's property. IB-ometimes men are his ship away from d'angerous places. ISo ought the min­
charged -with very heavy responsibilities in that respeet; ister, above all people, to keep his light burning, that the 
treasures of great value are committed to their care. souls of men may not be·~recked.by a false or erron.eous 
There are th'Ose whose trust it is to 'Safeguard' tne lives . testiII!.ony . 

. of 'others, the Hfe .of their bodi~s. A very solemn re- iMinisters are said to be men who must give an account. 
Ilponsibility rests upon the. physician. Sometimes -upon Sooner or later, the miriister must give an account of his 
nis decision life or dea·th' depen~s, and ~ man of conscience opportunity, of how h~ fulfilled his trust before :God; 
will feel deeply the I'esponsibility that is his. . whether he did, from a pure motive, seek the highest wel-

. :But the minister has to d'O with something of greater fa·re of the soull! of men. A young minister complain~d. 
value than mere property,' with that indeed which is of to a"n older one, of his limited opportunity, of the small­
greater worth .than physical life, that is worth more than . ness of his congregation. The man of lo.ngeJ.! and larger, 
all else in the world beside. We ~ave the highest Au- ex~rience said, "My 'brother, I expect you have quite as­
thority for believing that· were it possible for a man to many people as YOIl will care to be responsible ,for at the 

" gain the whole world but lose his o,wn soul, the measure judgment-seat of Christ." . . 
of his loss would be inestimable. How responsibl~ then IThe minister must be careful not to allow himself to 
is. the position of the .minister! He ought.to. concern become familiar with holy things, nor, with the comin"g' 
hImself, not .t'O. plea,se hIS hearers, n~ to entertalD the:r,n, ,of his weekly opportunity, to trea~ his duty lightly; for 
but so to .. ~lmst~r to .them ,that theIr ~.ouls· may: profIt. it may be his last chance with someone. They may never 
Th~ ~lDister Is~aId, I . repeat, . t? watch for your hear the gospel again. It\ may be' as he prea;clies, that­

souls. He-must watc~ oyer the sPlT1~ual health· of 'such with some it will. be now or never. Therefore he ought 
as are the profess;d dI~cIp.~es of 'ChrIst. Just as thou- to en.deavour always to be faithful. . 
. sand~ 'Of mo~hers.lD thIS c~~y to-da~ watch every. move- And with these considerations in view, I shall try again 
!De~t ~f then: c,hlldren, qu~ck to dIscern. ,the shghtest this evening to be very, very simple, and very direct, and 
mdication of x11~health lest It should be the symptom of as personal as the Spirit of the Lord will enable me to be; 
the much dreaded :r,naladr' They are far mor~ concem~d for my concern is for the souls of men, not for the 
~ow about th~ chIldren s health than anythmg else lD preacher's reputation; he has none: he lost it long ago. 
hfe. The affaIrs ·of the ~ousehold may be allow;ed, to go,' Will you hea,r, then, the Word of the Lord? Let us en-
but. t~e pealth of the famIly must be cOD"s~~ed. So ought d 11 f ' to hear it for our spiritual profit. 
the miDlster to be ever watchful of the spIrItual health of eavour, a 0 ?S, , 
the flock.over which the Holy Ghost 'has made him over- IThe text WhIch I have read to you was our Lord,s 
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~nswer to the question of one of His hearers: "~~re there 
" , few that' be saved?". . 

I 

i> I. 
i begin with the r~mark that MANY. P~Ol'LE' 4RE ·.!N-"-, 

TERESTED IN RELIGIOUS QUESTIONS, WHO ARE UTTERLY 
CARELESS ABOUT THE MATTER' OF PERSONAL 'SALVATION. 
This man, it appears, was 'not particulaz:ly trgubled or 
concerned aoout the' Question as to whether. he w~s saved. 

, He rather hoped for' a discus'sibn of ·the question he ;pro-' 
pounded, . whether f.ew or many'. would ultimately be' par-
takera of salvation.' . 

What' a multitude of religious people· the're a~e .who 
have no interest in their own personal salvation! How 
many·rbligious institutions are °concerneQ with' almost, 
everything 'but the great matter ·of· the salvation of the 

· individual. There arerna/fty people who play at religipn. 
· There are manych).lrch1goeI;'s and church-members and 
.re.Iigious officiills'whO. play at religion.). 'llere i~ a man 

litq'e lJaosp,cl -.- itnt~5 . . . 
aill! . , 

i\ioteshlnt J\bttocat~ 
Published eyeq ~hursday for the propagation of ~he . 
Evangelical prinCIples ~f the Pro~stant -Ref!lrrn~tlon 
and in defence of the fru.th .once .dehver~d ~ the SaJ.nts~ 

'$3.00 ~er Year. postPaid to any addre88. 1oc. Per:Slngle Copy.' - ~ . . 

r 

• 
Bdit6r 

T. T. SHI~LDS .. , 

Assodatfl Editors . 
W. S. WHITCoMI:'E'nM.A. (Tor.),_· 
,OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D; (Tor.) 
: .' ~;S. Lesson' and E"~lumgn-

'!I a!" not ashamed of the gospel of C"rISl.:"-~omans 1 :111. 
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.' who joins' a golf club. He pays' his membership fee .. 
" ",.,'.. . Occasionally 'he takes :h'is .wife· out to ,th·e·.' cluo to dinner . 

. On nti'e !lays' he 'g~ts 'away with his sticks," and' g~es 

. ..'lro.und Urn course ,- . .what .doing? " Knock;inlt the baIl . 

.' ' , Addreis Co,rrfl~ofulencfl: 
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" 

. about. It lis .to' be sure an interesting mental. divers,idn. .' 
It alsQ affords him·an opportunity to· get out··into the open .. 
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-'air, and ,to'eh'joy' a'little useful physical exercise. But. 'It l'eally, does ":not m!itter , 'whether he win's .6t' loses. The J ..... :"-_-":'':'''-,''':''_, .,..-______________ ,_\ __ .....J '., 

score he makes .is a matter o,f no. real importance. His service when' any preaclier/preaches but'somebody .. comes 
attempt is just .. as~ di~erti'ng' as 'his~ achieveritent ~ and ., forward with a ·fewpa.r.ticular qilesti!,>ns that· they have. ~ .. ,\.;" ;:,,:' 

,pr~bablY' the pObrer his 'score, the .nior~ exercise' he gets! save'd up"'::'not because they are interested in the tru,th, 
· At the ~!ld of the:day, 'what has he done? 'Nothing. He. but only in its ,discussion, ·.Qf".course, a ~an may·b~.a .. , ..•. 

. has' only played.a ga~e. He has afforded h'imself a .topicsincer~ enquirer.; but-. .tq Il)~ny :p~9ple r~lig~o!l }s· very . '., . ~:. ". 
, for discussioli" with' his' fellow-clubmen, or others inter- much like 'a cross-word puzzle:; a problem to 'be solved, a 

ested in golf.'. But he himself will .adin"it that he has' riddle to be guessed. ISuch people a·re here to-day, and are 
, .really achieved nothi'ng. . . . somewhere else, to-morrow .. Any alid every new religious 

'Tnat ·is, how some-peQple treat" religion. 'They'belong fad interests ,them. I 'went into a man's hous'e one day.,' 
to the chu.rch. They sing hymns; they discus's religio~s . He, had spr:ea( before him on·, the table magazines of 
questions;- they make contributions to 'religious objects. I)early every' cult" tlJat l haye ever 'heard of. I said, 
But it is no more' a part o.f 'thei.r life,IDo more ind:ispens-. "What· ... do yo,u 'do w.itp. th~se?" ."1 t.ak~, tpem .aII.'~ .. H~·s 
able to their existence, than is the game of golf to the.' mind was so full of reIigious rubbish tpat he could !lot 
most enthu~iastic golfer. They Ol).)y play at it. There is thin~ straight on anyth,ing. T·hat wa!3\his conception of" 
nothing real about it. . . religion-1New 'Thought, ·UnitY TI'l-l-th, ·/Christian IScience; 

There are, ~,.gr!!~.t ,m.any who ~e.ga1'd ,religion a.s ,cfinsist- RusseIIi.s~, .~nd eyery. otq~r is.m, apd' I. ~ath~r .suspe~t he . 
ing of debatable-opinions . . We"all oilght to have some re- had invented one of his' own: That ni"ay r~present re:-
Hgion! We ought to 'hli!ve' some opinions'about"it·! . But,' ligion,' it is .. not :Christianity. . ,....... 

, ~: 

:oh' horroTl\·,'th'e· ,idea 01 .regardIng a 'nian's creed as a . " .. 
matter of 'im,porta'nce ( The' politicians talk about "re- . " 1-1. .. :.,~, _ .... .':,. ' .• ,: ~ ':'~"~ 
ligious a:trif.~:', !l~ ~ho~gh' religion ,w.er.e· a 'rna tter \ of no . ·OUR LoRD T~RNED T;HE THOUGHJ OF HIS QUES.TIONER 
real jmportance; but:sornething. that should he.kept in the ,DIRECTLY TO THE SUPJtEMELY' IMPORTANT, MiTTER. OF -HIS . 

. background; tli'at'has"fio dj:r:ecft~laU.on t.o character and "OWN PERSONAL SALVATION:. That is·the one~t}iirig'thai' "":.~.,('" 
,life. You may ,have your opinion, ,and I mine'; 'and we. should'monopolize our intel'~st; '. . \. . .' .'. 
'wiII discuss· ihvhen opp.ortunity' offers, But "in the end, Our Lord' used the fii/ure of .~ gate,' as·.tho:iI:gh. there ," . " 

there is no' arpitra.'tor;· no umpi-!:e, no' one to say what is \were a divid:ing barrier,. w#k' s'ome 'on the outside, mid" . 
. . . "." right. I(js o:f no, importimce which.is right; you 'Or I,_but some on the inside; as thoQgh alI men were not saved ;,'. 

'. ·it is a'n :interestil).·g s4bj~ct. Qf 'discus~ioI}, .'That 'is not an' as thOugh s'Ome were 'saved and som'e not saved: "Do you" ' • . . 

,. 

· uncommon ·atti,tude toward religion: Men like to a:sk bel~eve' that? : That is. ~ very .4np.~p~J~i',~.doct.r-j~e powa.:,:. :,~:: .'. ,':: ,:,~ 
questions' about it, 'To" not a few. it affords 'an oppor-" days. 'There is a kind of universalism that is almost" '~ . i 

tunity to ~xhibi.t their mental agility. 'It is a kind .of atmospheric." 'It 'is assumed, no matt~rhow' a 'man has' ': .. : .... , .', 
.inteII~ctuaL gymnasium, where .argumentatjve, .people ca'n' lived,"-no ,matter· what he has :done, that w:hen,-the erid of ... '_,. '" 
show their"'experfriess 'in {in'ental .gy.mnastics.:Iife is 'reached, it will be all ,right .. We' live in days when' .. · -: ... ;"'." :.' 

II am quite w:iIlingto contend .f~r·the faith~ to contend people are b~ing--,-I had almost said, fed ·.on·a Christian-,· ~ .' .: ' 
for 'things tliat" are unmistakably .revealed, but I hate ized paganism. 'When the. lnd.ian chief died lii8':tr,ibes-~"" ; .. 

· mere contentiousness,. the' making of religion' a subject 'men buried his" bo\¥ and arro\¥s :with 'hi~, .that he might· 
of conti-nual' iIeoate, and discussion, and argumentation.' be equipped in the -happy hunting ground to which they' 
Yet with a great many people it is nothing more;' They believed his· spirit had departed. It is' a wonder p'eople 
are ready 'always. to' ask :questions .. · T·here is scarcely a: ·do ~ot do Uiat now- under ,the sanction, of some: hranch of 
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the Christian church. Some man who has 'spent his life 
making people drunk,-or providing people with opportun­
ity to gamble, ought to have buried with him the symbols 
of his damnable business-and the' benediction of the, 
church pronounced over a life, that has been' utterly, 

~ godless! ' , 
If the Bible be the word of God-and if it is not, we 

none of us know anything about the future-if it be a 
- divine ,revelation of truth undiscoverable to the natural 

mind, if it be the unveiling of a life to be lived beyond 
the grave" then that assumption is utterly wrong; for 
thf;l Lord' Jesus plainly teaches us here that no~ everyone 
is or will be saved. ;1 affirm that. Personally, I believe 
the Book .. If I did: not, I would' not be hypocritical enough 
to occupy a pulpit and profess to preach what I did not 
believe. But, believing it, I must preach what it teaches. 

'The 'Bible teachell us that, naturally, men are not saved. 
ThElY are on the' outside of the ,gat~, not on the inside­
and'there is a,g,reat difference between the two'p'ositions. 
I do not know who is saved and who is not among you this 
evening:' I cannot tell how' many o{my hearers' are really 
regenerated, and how many ~re·'not. But· I am in duty 
bound to warn you that there is a vast diff~rence Between 

,those who are outside of this, gate, 'and those who are 
, inside. I remind you- that the Lord Jesus said, "If ye ,be-' 
lieve 'not that ,j am he, 'ye shall ,die in your sins." Th·at.is 
'a terrible possibility, that a man may carryall the sins 
of his life 'with him to the judgment-day, unless he be 
,released' from. them by the interposition of the Lord Jesus 
Chr,ist; for it is tl1e teaching o~ Scripture, that unless by 
divine ;grace, they I are removed from him, he will take 
,them into'the 'presence of God. ", 

'Let us therefore accept this plain principle to begin 
with; that persop.al 'salvation is, a necessit,lJ; that, how­
ever well-born we may be naturally, that fact can not 
introduce us to heaven's aristocracy; it does not ensure 

. 'our presentation ,at the Ci>urt above. "Marvel not," ~aid' 
this same 'Saviour on another occasion, "that I say unto 
you, Ye must be born again.'" Not, You' ought to 'be, but; 

, , "Ye mU,st be born again." , What right has any man to 
'read ~t the graveside 'of. one who has spent his whole, 
life without 'God, that "we therefore 'commit his body to 
the ground; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to du'st; 

,. in sure and certain hope of the resurrection unto eternal 

, I 

life through our L()rd Jesus Christ." There.will be a 
, resurr-ection-there is no doubt about that-but there is 
, a resurrection·"unto co~demmi.tion", as well as unto life. 

The question, "Are there few that be saved," is dis­
placed. by '3, more'important one. I ask, Are you saved? 
The Lord Jesus implied that there is such an experience 
as salvation. Ther),"He defines the entrance to this way 
of. ,life as a narrow, strait, gate: ";Strive to enter in at' 
th.e strait gate." "There is 'a 'way which seemeth right 
mto a man', but the end thereof are the ways of death." 
There is a broad road, and there is a wide gate that ad­
mits to it-and it is 'a road that carries much traffic: 
"Many there be which go in thereat." 'But the Lord Jesus 
said that the road that is taken by the multitude leads to 
de!Jtruction. That is' i.lmos't 'Ii' forgottenl doc~r'ine, or, at 

, least, one seldom pr.eached' no,wadays. 'But I give 'you the 
word of ISomeone Who knows., The 'Lord Jesus says that 
the broa,d' rO,ad lel!-Qs to destruction. There are many re­
ligions that offer a wide gate to' those who will ,become 
their devotees. 'The' popular religion is' that which re­
quires no amendment o~ life, a religion t~at has little or 

, :no relation to a ma;n's 'conduct an~ character, Perhaps 

" 

one will enquire, "Can I not.go to church in the morning, 
go through certain rj:lligious observances, and finish, my 
religion for the ,day?" "Yes, yori may thus deal ~ith 
religion. 'I. do not want to be censorious;. but I d'o not 
believe that any" one of us can read the Book, ,or hear its 
truth 'expounded, without his cons<;ience being touched. 
We are all a bad lot at the best. We all need to be bet-, 

. ter-and the 'Bible teaches us how to' be, better. 'But ,if 
you do not want to be better, you may be offended by -
being .reminded that you ought to 'be better. 'The Word 
that cuts like a two-edged 'sword will be unwelcome. 

Notwith~tand'ing, the reli.t;ion'';f Christ ~ ri..ham re-' 
ligion. It is a ,narrow gate, and a narrow road - ;md ' 
perhaps some people think it must be very uncomfortable 
travelling in ,.it.- I remember the first time I tried to' 
drive 'a car. I wanted to have an, interview with the 
Minister of Highways! I w.anted to giv~ him I:l piece of 
my mind. I felt the ,road ought to 'be three or four times " 
as wide. f could not understand why the road was, tnade. 
'so, ,narrow. 'BQt when YQU are travelli~g 9,n a one-~ay " 

, road, it need not he very wide, esp,edally when you are 
not "likely .to be, travelling so f~st" as to wa~t, to. pass.­
others. I can be quite' comfortable now on a very narrow 
road. So can you.; you.drive youI' car automatically, and 
it fa' not 'hard to ~eep to the road. 'The narrow r.oad be~ " 
comes a delight to those who are 'led:'in path!! Of right­
eousness for His name's 'sake: But it is stm.,a narro"," 
road. t ,It means 'something to 'be a ',Christian-it ought 
to mean something. . " -

We do not enter this gate dragging, the ,world, the 
flesh; and J.he devil with' us; I do not' mean to' say that 
an outwar ' transformation of life is always 'immediately 
effected, but certainly in entering upon -this 'road, 'we, 
.must inwardly· feel something of the horror of sin. Do 
you believe there is' such·a thing as sin? Do you, believe, 
there is something in your life and mind that is "abom~, 
inable" to God? Do you 'believe sin is "the a~ominabl~ 
'thing" that 'God hates, and which IIJ.ust be put away if 
'we are to dwell at peace ~with Him? Perhaps ,there .is, 
'someone here who does nat believe the old-fashioned doc- , 
trine of total human depravity? We are having exhibi­
tions ,of it on a rather large scale just now,' are we not? 

'Quite enough of it ,in 'China, and' Italy:' and Japan. and 
Germany,. and Russia-but, of course" none in 'Canada! 
Nor in, Ontario in the. present election,! I have.often said 
I wish'-it were more difficult to subscribe to that doctrine.' 
I wish there were' less evidence of the illnate selfishness 
and incorrigible sinfulness of men. I wish I could see 
here and there in public life at least a m~n-or. two whom 
one could believe were sincerely devo~ed" to the' interests 
of the public insteaa of to Number One. ' 

The strait gate requires us' to recognize t~at sinful­
ness, to repent of it, and to seek a new ,nature 'f,rom God. 
You say, "But I think religion, Christianity, has to do 
with the life ,that' is to come?" It has. ·But how ar:e' 
you going to ~njoy the life that is to come.if you are ,fiot 
made ready for it here? Mr. Spurgeon once said, when. 
a very young man, that if an unregenerate thief could by 
any means get'to, heaven, he would pick the angels' peck-' 
ets. 'Some very precise 'person went .to liIm afterward 
and said, "Do you not know that the angels have no 
p'ockets ?" To which Mr. Spurgeon ,replied; "I had not 
thought of that. I will revise my simile and say such 

'an one would pluck a feath,er ciut of an angel's w:ing.'" 
Of what use would it be' to admit uIiregenerate men to . 
heaven ?', If a man, with the s!lme siri,ful. n~tur~ coulp,. 
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. d' t' f G d most pol'itely brazen me~ I ever knew. He was deter-
by any means, come into the Imme Ia. e presen~e 0 0 - mI'-ne' d to hear and his wife desired to ~ear also. To I had almost said.it would be worse- than hell Itself. Cer- , 

\. her 'question, '''How shall we, get in?" ~e replie~, "Do not 
,tainly it could be no heaven. , w(}rry, I will get you iI).." He armed hImself WIth a port-

This preB;cher ~s a po'or sinful creature, yet his pres- folio and pushi~g his way into the crowd he shou~ed, 
ence has frIghtened not a, few peo~l«: 'befo~e now. Some '~Gang-way, please." I do not know whether the pdilce­
'are afraid to 'be even where the mlD1ster IS, for fear he, man thought he was the counselor not, but by sheer 
should ask them, Are you saved?, What w0!lld .people ~o . impudence he pushed past everyone. That method will , 
in'the presence of God? Yes; the way of IIf~ IS a stra~t not do at the strait g,/ilte. "Hear th~~right, 0 Lord, at­
gate; and the 'Bible wIll teach us how to bve a stra.lt tend unto mY' cry I give ear unto my prayer, that goeth 
life. 'The Good Shepherd will not 'only s.ave us, but wIll not out of feigned lips." 'There is a Guardian at this 
lead us in. paths o~ righteous!les~ "fo~ ~IS ~a~e~s sa~e". gate Whom it were im'possible to deceive. 
I, wo~ld glye nothIng for a man s relIgIon If It ~nslsts ";Strive"? I think' it me~ns to lie des.perately in earn­
onlY.In a;pr?fessed, hope of heaven, and has ,noth,mg ~ est,' among other things; to be convinced-of the ~eces,!!it~! 
do .wlth .hls ~If~ and chara~ter here and ~9~· People .WI "I must ,be saved. ' I must get inside ~hat gate. Th~re IS 
beheye 'In ChrIst when HIS professed dISCIples s~ow by no salvation without it. I am determined to get m, to 
their lives that they have entere~ through the straIt gate. be downright in earnest about the matter." lIn this place 

II have not time to . labour "that principle, but, lest you we afford people an opportunity to confess their fa~tl;1 in 
should misunderstand, let me, remark simply that the Christ, and perhaps someone will say, "But, sir, you ask 
largest liberty simply consists in complete obedience to a great deal of a man when you as~ him to walk up that 
law. It is when we are taught to live Ffe God's way that aisle." What! If your desire for salvation is not of 
,life becomes full and rich and exuberant. There is a law sufficient intensity to lead you to do a ~hing like that, 
written in the mem:bers' of our bodies. I moye my. hand you are not very much in earnest. "Strive to ente~ in:" 
in the way in which it was intended to be moved, wlth,!ut It means that we ought to be desperately in earnest In 
pain, with freedom, with perfect ~ase. Watch the ,or- this m:atter of salvation. , ' 
ganist or pianist at the keys. See those wh~ are espe- n must mean too that we are prepar.ed' to face all 
cially dexterous in the' use of their fingers~ and then tell obstacles. There are many in the way-"the sin that 
me if there ,ever was a machine. made to equal. those four does so, easily beset us"; our nat\lral tendencies; our 
fingers and one "thumb. :Somebmes we ~ee thmg~ adver- natural pride: We are all proud-I do not know why we 
tised as' being "hand-sewn" .. Some. yeB;rs ago I went should be. We ought all to be ashamed. We have much 
through some Of. the large hnen mIll~ m I~eland" ~nd to be ashamed of, and nothing of which we may reason-' 
one of th~ proprIetors gave me a b.ox,of handkerc~l1efs ably be proud. Yet human pride keeps.marly out. -Men 
for my WIfe. There were a dozen m ~he box, and they are naturally u·iJ.wiUing'to admit that they are sinners of 
were 'Yor~h-a fabulous sum-for handkerchiefs., Why?, the deepest dye, and that none but Jesu(! can' do hefpless 
No machme had ever touc~ed .thlllm.. I was told that sinners good. 'So then one may have to face 'all t:p.ese 
they were. woven and embr01?ered e~brely ~y,hand. We elements in life, his riatura'J tendenci.es, h~s human pride, 
have not .Improved upon God s mach.me, the human hand. his natural wilfulness,.,his reluctance to YIeld to One who 
But how does it :work?, How does It perform such won- is Lord to su,rrender and acknowledge a higher wisdom, 
de;r8----'the paintings of the' great ~~sters, th~ perform- will, an'd power than his own. Notwithstanding, I bid 
ance of the works of the, great mU'B,IClans, the.fmest of all you "strive"! Make up your min~ that, 'God helping you, 
scu~ptures-all wrought by a human han.d, WIth a huma.n you will not allow 'anything to exclude you, but that you 
brain behind, it? How is it done? When tha~ h8:.nd. IS will enter tMs strait gate. ' 
perfectly:,respOnsive to the dir!l~tion of. the, head~ t~e mB;n It means persistence ~nd perseverence, so s,~tting our-
wo~ks WIth freedom and feh<:lty, enraptured WIth hIS selves toward that great object that we shall say, "I will. 
~ehghtful task. ' never give up until I have the assurance that my sins are 

!That is life. That is liberty. The way of 'Christ may forgiven." So will men do if' they do but yjeld them­
seem to the outside observer a narrow path, and difficult , selves to the Spirit of God. He will enable you to strive~ 
to walk. It may seem~as though it ,involved tremendous He will make you earnest. IHe will make you determinftd. 
sacrifices. Bat to be in Christ, to become members of But whatever it may cost, we must .resolve before God 
His body, and subject to 'His control, is, to live the larg- that we will so yield to His Spi~it as to 'be enabled to 
est, fullest, richest" and most joyouS life possible. ' It is enter the strait gate. 
a narrow road, but it leads unto life, and they .really I have known people tlius earnestly, arid perseveringly 
live-and they only-who walk it. to resolve. 'I have had people come to my house past the 

". midnight hour, saying, "1 cannot sleep. I must be saved." 
, m. "Strive to enter." Let it be the all-important thing in 

life to know 'Christ, to be washed in His precious blood. How -SHALL WE ,ENTER? Strive to ,enter in ~t the 
strait gate." What does it mean?' It doe8 not mean that 
a man ne'eds great 8trength, or /lome peculiar 8kill to 
forge hi8 waY.in through the crowd." C!!rtainly'be does 

,not, enter by any religious trick. I remember a case 
some years ago where there was a.' trial in the city. A 
noted counsel was to address the jury, and the court room 
was 'crowded, while only, a small fraction of the people, 
could be admitted who wanted to be there. There was 
,one man whom I knew, who was determined to get iIi. He 
ought to have been made.of brass for: he was one of the . 

I 

I knew a man who apparently had no conscience in the 
handling of money. As ofien as he was helped to' get out­
of debt, he' would plunge into de~t again. He was al­
ways in debt; and in debt in a way that left his creditors 
exposed, not only to possible but very probable loss. I 
said to ,him one day, "My dear fellow, this must become 
with iVOU a maUer of conllcience. You must get out of 
this. You have no .right to assume obligations that you 
have not the 'shadow of Il chanc!! ofd-ischarging." ''What 
'shall I ,do?" said he. "Make up y,?ur mind that, though' 
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you starve, you will nqt' gQ any farther into this mire of 
debt. 'Somehow or another, resolve you will get out of 
it." I do not know whether h'e did or not. But you and 
I are in debt, terribly in de}jt, so t~rribly. in debt that if 
we . had all eternity in which to work, we CQuld never 
cancel the obligation. We should still be in debt. 

You ask, "What shall we do? I am determined that 
somehow-somehow I. will get rid of this, but how can I?" 
You cannot pay it. You ,remember ,the story of Pilgrim, 
do you not, with a great burden upon his pack? And 
how he lost it? Says Bunyan: '~So I saw in my dream, 

• that just as Christian came up with the Cross, his burden 
loosed from off his shou)ders, and fell from off his back, 
and began to tumble, and so continued to do, till it came 
to the mouth of the sepulchre, where it fell in>-and I 
saw it no more." Oh that men and women would 'say, -"I 
will be ,out of debt this night if there be any way of' 
getting out." Strive to get to that Cross. "Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." 
He will cancel all, and as we enter in through the strait 
gate we shall be free men and free women. 

IV. 
ICERTAIN REASONS ARE ADDUCED FOR THBS STRMNG. 

Ou·r Lord said, "Many, I say unto you, will seek to enter 
in, and ,shall not be able." He did not mean that the 
door, the gate, would be shut against any now seeking, 
entrance. 'Blessed be God, salvation is for the gre~test 
of all sinners. Are you not g)ad of that? If we could 
see ourselves as we really are in God's sight, by nature; 
I am sure we should say as did the Apostle Paul,' "This 
is a faithful saying, and, worthy of all acceptation, that 

IChrist Jesus came 'into the world to save sinners; of 
whom 1 a1p. chief." That 'is our prime qualification, that 
we are sinners seeking salvation. The gate is thrown 
wide to everyone who will trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Yet many shall seek to enter, "and shall not be able." 
There is an element of time here, for says the context, 
"When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath 
shut to the door, and ,ye begin to stand, without, and to 

,~ knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and 
he shall answer and say unto you, I know you not whence 
ye are." 'I remind you-and I would remind myself, and 
pray that 'God will enable me to be more earnest than 
ever in seeking the salvation of souls-that in the provi­
dence of God there comes a time when the Master of the 
house shuts, the door. It will not be for ever possibie 
for us to enter. 

Do you obje'Ct to that? The 'stores' will be open to­
morrow morning, and will remain open all day-and they 
are' anxious fot customerS-but if you go downtown a 
few minutes after five o'clock, knock as you' wi'll, they will 
not open the door. You will find the door shut to those 
who come after hours., , 

·'During the war I preached one Sunday evening a few 
miles out of London. I followed my u'sual habit of being 
content with a very lhnited meal at noon, and nothing 
else until I was finished for the evening. When I got 
through, I took ,a train back to London, thinking to slip 
into a restaurant for a'little supper. I got out at Vic­
toria ,Station, and saw right across the street a restau­
rant that would 'Suit my purpose. . I said to myself, 
That is fine; I will go there., Just as I reached the door, 

C> a man came to the front and tu,rned a key in the door. I 
indicated that I wanted to 'Come in, but he shook his head. 
I knocked at the door, and while I cOuld not hear what he 

/' 

said, I could read his lips through the glass, saying; ''You 
are too late." The door was shut. " ' 

I went to look ,fQr another place-it was only about 
eleven o'clock at night-but I was too late everywhere. I 
was never so hungry: in my life! I said to a policeman;­
"Tell me' of some place where I can get a bite to eat." 
"There will be a coffee wagon at such a place about two 
o'dock," he said. But it was' of no use: it was too late-
and I went hungry to bed. ' 

,That is what it means. God will not keep His restau­
rant open always. He has His houl's. The day will come 
when the Master of the house will shut the door. It will 
be too late some day; and it will b'e of no use to knock 
then: Many will seek to enter in-"and shall n9t be 
able". " 

:The context says that many~will knock who, untiZ then, 
assumed they hdd a right to enter. They come as though 
they were children of the' househol!l, saying, "Open to 
us." 'But the Lord of the house will say, ~'I know you 
not whence 'ye are." "But you must know us. We have 
eaten and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught 
in our streets-we were church members; we actually' 
came to the ,Communion Table; we were religioUS people." 

, ''That may be,'~ says the Master of the house, "but I do 
not know you." , 

You 'remember the word In the book of Revelation 
where the great Head of the church looked down upon- , 
the seven churches? Looking upon 'the church at Sardis 
He saw the names on the roll and said, "I have a roll too-­
and thou hast a few names even in S'ardis whje'h I have, 
also on my roll, which have not defiled their garments; 
and they shall walk with 'me in white: for they are 
worthy." It do,es not follow because one'has his name on 
a church roll, that it is written in the Lamb's book of 
life. In that great day there will be mYl'iads of people 
knocking and flaying, ''We have eaten and drunk 'in 
thy presence. We were among the religious people. We 
were called IChristian." "It makes no differen'Ce what 
you were' called: I never knew you." That is a terrible 
sentence! Vastly more appalling than my lo~king into 
tbat restaurant window that night in London - all 
brightly lighted, when I could not get in. I do not' know 
that I ever saw ~ place look more attractive than that 
did-after the door was shut. Mr. Lloyd George, just 
after the war, described the nations of Europe as being 
like a man who was down-at-heel; out-at-elbow, hair 
unkempt, ' with . every appearance of destitution about 
him, hungry and forlorn-standing looking into what he 
called a cookshQp ,window. "Wanting everything," said 
Mr. Lloyd rGeorge, '.'and with no money to buy." , 

-And the Master utters that terrible word, ''There shall 
be weeping and 'gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and ,all the prophets; in 
j;he kingdom of God, and· you yourselves thrust out-you 
shall see something of the everlasting felicities of those 
who are saved, and yourselves shut out." 

(' 
How ought we to strive? I know that we are saved 

by grace~ and by gra'ce alone; and yet the Word of God, 
though He does it aU, addresses us, ,demanding our ,sub­
mission -and surrender, as though we had something to 
do, 'bidding us stdve-"Give diligence to make your Call­
ing and election sure." I beg of you, me~bers of this 
church, members of other churches if such there -are 
here, and members of no. church at all, before you sleep 
this rtight, make absolutelf ~qre th"t you are on the in-
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side of this gate, sa~ed· with an' everlasting salvation. 
Then at 'last we shall.be eternally shut in with IGod. 

;Let us pray: . ., " 
~ '~ord, how grea:t is Thy mercy!. How inestima:ble Thy 

patIe.n~e! Thou.art lon,g-suffenng to usward, not wiHing that 
, I . a~y should pensh. We bless Thee that the door still stands 

~Ide for us all, and we,pray that this nigiht some may enter 
m. ,JVe ble.!,s T~ee. for. wh!"ot some of uS',knoW of the joys of­

.. Thy salv~tlOn. Hel'p u~ all that we may rest this nig~t 'in 
the . full ass~ranc.e of faIth. Fo.r Thy name's sake, Amen. 

. THE SECRET OF BRITAIN'S GREATNESS 

'''MY JOY"-WHA'I'WAS IT? 

~'Sermon by the. Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preached in jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, 
. Sunday Evening, December 5th, 1937 

('8tenogr.aphicaHy . Reported) 

"And he said unto them, With desire I have. desired to 
eat this passover with you 'before I suffer: • 

"For I say· unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, 
until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God." . 

-Luke 22:m, 16 . 
Prayer Before the Sermon 

(The. following do'Cument was found in Westminster 0 Lord our God, there is buf one Name by the merit of 
Ab~y, nameless and dateless.) . which we.'may dare to come where Thou art. We thank 

A' I' Thee that ever it was said, Thou shall c!111 his name Jesus; 
. , nation wou d, be. tru'ly blest' if it were governed' by fo·r he S'ha:ll save his people from their sins. We th"ank Thee, 

no other laws t~an thiS blessed Book., It is so complete a 0 Lord, for ari High 'Priest Who is touched with the feeling· 
system ~at no~mg need be added to it, or taken froni it. of our' infirmitie!1, Who understands aJ.l our human nature, 
It con tams most th.ings useful to be known or done. It W!ho enters into sympathetic relation to us in eve·rything .save 
afE d our sin-and comes to .save us from our sin. Oh .that we 

'. or ~ a cOP',y for, a king, and ·a. rule for a subject: It all may be saved therefrom to-night! We bless Thee for the 
g~ves .mstruction ~d counsel· to a senate, authority and truth that the blood of Jesus Christ, Thy Son, cleanseth US 

dlre~tion t? a ma~strate. It cau?ons a witness, .requires from all sin. -,.. 
an Impartial verdict. from the JUry, and furnishes the We invoke Thine aid this evening, for we cannot under-
. d 'th h' 1'1 h . - stand the things of God unless Thou shalt interpret them to 

.Ju .g~ WI .IS s~~!ence: t ~ntal s onour to parents and, us. We have no capaCity for their reception unless an'd until 
enJoIns obedience m· chIldren. It prescribes and limits the Thou dost open our hearts, as Thou didst open the heart of 
swa~ of the sovereign, the. rule of the ruler, and the au-' Lydia, ·that we may attend ~nto.th~ things t~3;t .thou wouldst 
thonty of the master' command' th b' t t "'h say unto us .. Come to. us thIS ·evenmg, 0 SpIrl~ of graICe and 

. ..' . s ~ su .lec so. oI].pur, truth. Lead suc!h as do not know Thee to receIve Thy salva-
and th~. servants to obey, and promises the blessmg and tion; and may those of us 'who are cal'led' Thy children be 
protectIOn of its Author to all who walk by its rule. brought at least a littl~ nearer to Thee. :Help us that ~e 

. 'It promises fdod and raiment and Hmits the use of maY'see the Lord Jesus m such a way that we may 'love HIm 
!>oth. It· ~efen~s. the rig~ts ~f .alI: :and reveals· v:engeaifce . ~~tt:a:~b: l:de t~ad: ~i:~~:'~~n~~~n~~:o~d t~a~~;~c~1~1l~ 
to every aefrauder, over-reache~·.and oppressor. given up to His holy service. 
. It is the first Book, and the best 'Book aria the oloest . We thank Thee for the privilege that is to ,be ours a little 
Book in' the world, It contains the choic~st matter gives later in the ~vening, when we shaH gather about Thy ta'ble, 
the b' t . t' t" . d f'~ d h· I' and once agam :remember Thy love for us. 0 that our hearts 

es. mS.ruc Ions, an a 101' s t e greatest ,p easure may.be knit to Thee, that there may w.ell up "Within us a 
~ .. and satIsfactIOn. that. can be revealed. It contains the best spring of· gratitude, thus the love of 'Cnrist shall for ever 

laws and the profoundest mysteries that were' ever per- constrain us. Lord.. we are very poo,r and needy. W'~ have 
used: It. brings .the best of· tidings and affords the be t no strength, no wIsdom of our own. We .c~ do nothmg at 
f ·f·· h' -.. .." .. s all unless Thou dost help'us. 'So help us to-mght. Help Thy 

~ . com o~. to t ~ .. ~nqUln!lg an? ·dlsconsolate. It exhrblts servant to preach, and help the people to hear; and may. this 
hfe and' Immortahty and shows the .way to everlasting occasion minister to the 'spiritual up'building of everyone 
Glory. It is a ·bri.e'f recital of all that is past and is a cer- ·before Thee, and sO!lle.what at least to Thy g~eater glory 
tain :prediction of what is to come. It re~eals the orily a~ong men. We ask It In the name of Jesus ChrIst our Lord, 
and true qod and 'shows 'the, way to ~im, set~ aside aU _ Ame,n. , " . 
other gods and describes the vanity 'of them and off all I sup.pos·~ I. may assume that most of us here thiS eve­
~ho tQ.lst in them.' ." \'," '. ' n'ing know historically the signific~nce of the passover 

In sh~rt, it is a ~ook of'laws to sho~ right and, wro~g, feast. When the L.ord. was ~~out. to' deli~er His pe?ple 
a Book of wisdom that condemns all folly, arid makes the from ~grpt, and HIS fmal vlSl~atIon upon th~ rebelhous 
foolish wise, a Book of ' truth that detects all lies and con- Egyptians was due, wh~n the firstborn of all I~ ~he land 
fronts all e'rrors, and a 'Book of life that shows the way .?f ~g~pt were to 'be slam, the peopl.e were .admoms~ed to 
from everlasting' destruction., ',', '. ,take.a lamb from the flock, of the fl·rst year, and wlth?ut 

To-understand it is to .be 'wise indeed, but to be ignor- blemlsh. Th,e~ were .to ta.ke a ~am'b for each famIly . 
. . ant" of it is' to be destitute of wisdom. Ii· is a complete T~e father was to ,gather hiS famIly un~er the shelter of 
c~e ~f laws, a perl'eG~ boay of Divinity, an unequalIed hIS own roof} the lamb wa~ t~ be .sla~n, and the blood 
narrative, a Book o.f hves, of tr~vels and voyages. It is to be eaught 10 a ,vessel, ·and "":Ith a J:>unch of hyssop the 

'the king~s\ best copy, the hO,usewi'fe's best guide" the ser~ fat~~r was to 'sprmkle .the bl,ood upon I the doorsteps and 
vant's best qirectory, tqe young man's best. companion, the lIntel o.f the ho~se 10 ~hlch, they .dwel~-an~ none of 
the' schoolboy's. spelling Book,., and. the learned . map's them we,re tp ,$0 out of. the house until. the mormng. The 
maste·rpiece. And that which crowns it all· is _ the Lord said that that mg~t He would pa~s through the 
A~thor is. One in . Whom is.no v~riableness nor the 'shadow land; He, would com~ wI~h sword unsheathed: . ~,t ~as 

'of turning . -The Re p to be a mght of terrible Judgrpent, but·He said, W en 
. , ,a er I see the blood, I will pass oyer you." That night there 

, . AB()UT TilE ~DITOR'-
We 'are happy to be able to report to our .·readers 

that Dr. Shields" physi~al condition Is steadilv· improv­
ing, though he has not yet resumed his ~accltstomed 
labours. We hope to have Still better news' 01' ·him to 
repot,t in next week's issue:":-W. ,So W. . 

" 

( 

was a great cry in the land of Egypt as the stroke of 
judgment fell, but among the. peopJ.e of 'God, 'sheltered . 
behind and beneath -the blood, there was only salvation. 

'That night they were enjoined to eat the Passover: 
"And they shall 'eat the ~Iesh in that night, roast with'" 
fire,· and unleavened 'bread;. and with bitter herbs .they 
shall eat it. ~af not of 'it raw, nGr sodden at all with 
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water, but roast with fire ... and thus shall ye eat it; 
wit~ your :oins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your 
staff in your hand'; and ye shall· eat it in haste: it is the 
Lord~s· passover." The ~ing of Egypt· thrust them forth 

· at !ast, yielding to the divine pressure; and they went· 
out, saved through the blood. Thenceforth the people of 

filment 
longed. 

of that which' the 'Passover prefigured t~hat He 

, H;~w I wish I could be 'sure that all of us this evening 
who come to this Memorial.Feast will come in a }like spirit, 
hungry for it, eager for, it, desiring with '.a passionate 
desire to remember 'Him. . '. . . '. ' 

· God. were enjoined to keep annually the feat of unleavened 
bread, which was cailed the Passover, they were to keep ~. 
in everlasting remembrance the. great miracle of deliver- . Let me say.to you that 'HIS DESIRE WAS NOT A -MORBID 
ance which God had wrought for them. INTEREST IN THE THING I!fSELF. We' have read of people 

'But "they kept not the covenant of God and refused to who' morbi~ly take delight in s~eking a kind of ma·rtyr­
walk ·in His law; a!ld forgot~His works and ~lIis wonders dom; as, for I example, devotees of pagan systems, who 

.·that He had showed them." And as surely as "their heart find pleasure' in self-infHcted pain, persuading themselves 
was not right with Him, neither were they stead'fast in that they ,are thereby laying up for themselves a store of 
His covenant," they ceased to observe the Passover'. That merit. I am sure that our Lord had no such pleasure ·in 
cominan,d was. on~. which, in the subsequent history of this Passover feast. 'To Him, this world must liave been 
Israel, was more ho~olired in the- breach than in its ob- a world of wlckedness, a world of gross darkness. The 

., . servance; and whe#everGod. visited His people with re- . world, to His holy' natu·re, 'was like some vast lazaretto, 
viving grace, one of the marks of that revival was their 'the very soil of it was cursed and corrupted. All its. 
observance of' the ~assover. When the book of the law spri~gs wer~ polluted. Its. very atmosphere was 'morally 
was found in the house of 'God, where it had been buried . pU.trid to ;HIS holy sensibi~ities. His very coming into 
many years, in the days of.good king Josiah, "the king th!s worl? .must have inflicted excruciating torment upon' 
commanded. all the people, .saying: Keep the Passover HIS senSItive soul, ev.en before He came to Gethsemane 
unto the Lord your God, as' it fs written 'in the book of or the Cross.. '. .' 
this' covenant. Surely there' was not holden such a Pass- . Jesus ChrIst had. no pleasure in the croS"s. To Him, . 
oyer f,rom the days of the judges that j,udged Israel, nor It ,:"as a .thing accu·rsed; it was representative of that to 
.in all the days of the kings.of Israel nor of the kings 6f whIch 'HIS Whole nature was opposed, even the sin .that 

. Judah."" " was so hateful to the holy nature of God. 
, Then He came Who' wa~ the Lamb ,of God "slain' from Nor had He any pleasure in, the suffe~ing' that the. 

the foundation of the world." Through the days of His cross entailed, the physical agony, and the deeper· soul- 'I 

flesh, ·He fl!l~illed~o the mintltest particular the' prop'he- tort~r~. which became His asHe yielded Rimself to 
cies relating to that earthly ministry, to that divine par- crucIfIxIon. ''!'here was nothing of sweetnes's in. that 
enthesis lItretching ~rom Bethlehem to 'Calvary; and now a~ful cup. whIch He was ab~ut to put tQ' Ilis VPs, the· 
that the time of the feast of unleavened bread called the wme of tne· wrath-of 'God whICh' was poured out without 

.Passover was .. come, and the time was come when the mixture, into the cup of His indignation. iRe was not 
Passover must be ki,lled, He lIent two of His disciples to eag~r to d·rink ~hat.. .-
mak,e reaqy·the Passover-I have read to'you the story Why, then dId He come.so eagerly to this Passover 
this evening. When He came to the guest:chamber tha't feast? The 'Scriptur~ telIs us that. He "endured the 
tipper room was Jurnished, and' he sat down with the .cross," 'He endured it ~s no ope cou'ld have' endured it 
twelve, He 'opened 'His heart t!l them and said: "With unless humanity 'had been joined with Deity-but-He 

~<.tesir:e I have desired to eat this passoy.er with you 'before endured. ~s for the s~ame of -it: ~e "despised", it; 'He. 
I suf~er." '.' I'ose abov!,! It; He trod "It beneath -HIS. feet. Btit. why did 
;.' I~ is a .~~ry stron!~ .\~ordemployed here, trimslated, !He die? ,Why did He want. to. die? ~h~, did He welcOlpe 
.Wlth 'd~Rlre .hav~ I -deSIred.'.' . It represents an eager", the ~OU?' when He sho?ld lay do~n ;~hs hfe? It was "for 

almost msatIabl!,! passion. sOJIlething stronger .than the JOy that was set before HIm. The. 'cross and its 
h.unger or t~irst.· He said to His disciples: :~'With a pas- agony were but parenthetical in His view: He looke,d 
slOnate longmg, .I have come to this hour." To this' last' beyond them, to alI that was'to be accomphshed by HIS 
hour. He did not come wHh 'ielu~tant feet. He needed no. ?eath; and for the indE;scri'bable, i.nexpressible, i~effable 
exhot.:tation to observe the Passover. He welcomed the JOy. that was set before Him, "He endured' the cross, 
striking of the hour~' Through· the long centuries He had despising the shame, and is set down at the right-'han.d' . 
waited. He was .longing for "the fulness of time" to of the throne of God." Not the bitterness of the cup, 

I come. l\t last His .hour was about to strike, and He said but the s~eetness of its issue attracted Him; not the 
in' effect to His-dis'ciples: "I can scarcely ten' you how shame and sor·row, but the glory that was to follow.. It 
m.y eager soul hasJonged for this hO)lr. I wanted to eat ~as upon that His ~eart was set' as .He «arne. to ins dis­
this Passover with you before I suffer." clples, this "Man of ·sorrows·, and acquainted with grief" 

, 'That is the' subject of our discussion this evening, Why say~?-.g ,: "I am happy td b~ here. It is ,t~e hour' I ha~e 
that eagernes's1. How shall we 'interpret that 'outburst anticIpated from all etermty-'and all. thIS is to be ful­
of His pa,ssionate soul? Why was He so anxious, moved filled in the kingd<?m. of God." 
almost with a'holy impatience, an inexpressible longi~g?' 'Wh~t. was that joy? ~hatever that j/joy. was, is to bt:. 
What was to be accomplished ?-for He added in effect: the subJect of our enqUIry. It was that, JOy that made 
"This ist~e last.~assover fe;:lst I shaH observ~ with you, 011.1' Beloved like a roe or a young .hart upoll; th~' moun­
the next bme. we will eat it together in the kingdom of . t.ams of Bethel", What was that joy that was inseparable 
God.!'. • from the cross, and' for which the cross was endured, and 

It is significant that He said: "I will not any more the shame despise.d? . . 
eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of G~d' II. 
~mtil the ,Pa,ssover, with all that it symbolizes and prom~ It was first of all, I am sure, TilE JOYFUL ANTICIPATION 
Ises; completely be fulfilled." It was for the cQmp~ete ful- OF THAT POSITION OF 'AllTHORITY TO WHICH HIS ·CROSS 
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AND· PASSION WQULD EXALT HIM, WHICH WOULD MAKE IT 
POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO 'GIVE 'ETERNAL LIFE TO AS MANY AS 
THE FATHER HAD GIVEN HIj.Vl. He longed to get the work 
done so that He would have it within His authority to 
say to all the sons of man: "'thy. sins which are many 
are all forgiven." That was His supreme desire, to en­
rich this human world, to lavish upon the objects of His 
affection, not only the love of His heart, but that wealth 
and power Which were to be the' expression of His, love. 

'I imagine a father whose love is centred' upon Ms home. 
Above every.thing else in life, he loves his wife and chil­
dl'en. 'Sometimes he dreams of haviBg' ability to do all 
tha:t he would like to do for them. He cannot do much, 
but he wishes he.could do more. He would like to make 
them all rich and happy. There is no limit to bois desire 
in respect to them. 'So he looks forward to a day-per­
haps it }'s the Christmas season-and .surreptitiously he 
sets a!;ltde a little of his income, so that he shall not 
diminish the regular household supplies to such an extent 
that it will become noticeable, and for months he saves a 
little. 'By and by he puts into that amount Ms last con­
tributi~n. He had set before him a certain object, say­
in!!,: "I am gO'ing to 'buy some things for them as soon 
as I get the money." Now at fast 'he has it. To him, it 
is representative of 'bou,rs, days, weeks of hard labour: 
but U is very precious to him., ' 

'At last I s~e him stealing away from the house---Jhe is 
going shoppin'g, he is going to spend what he has saved 
up. 'He says: "Now at last I am able to do it." I can 
see how eagerly he makes Ms way to the place where he 
is .. to count down the money acquired at such expense to 
himself~ When at last he stands where these coveted 
t:t:.easures are which he is going to posses's for himself, 
that he may give them to someone, else, I think as he 
pays down the money, and -the articles become his, he 
says to h'imself:' "'This i's one of the happ'iest hours of my 
life. Now-I shall be able to show them how much I·love 
them." . 

It was something like 'that, but in ,a divine degree; that 
our Lord exp~rienced. 'This sinful w.odd had impoverished 
itself, it had utterly forfeited the f.avour of God. Those 
who should have been princes were paupers. 'They had 
no title to light or life. But He mU'st needs come and be 
made under the law, and do our day's work' for us, ful­
filling all the requirements of the law. He said: ''I want 
them to wear a robe of righteousness"--,I 'spoke to you 
ab~ut that last :Sunday evening-"but I shall have to, 
work for them. I shall have to earn it for them. -I shall 
have to keep the law, and.work ouf a perfect righteous­
ness." Now 'His day"s work is done, and ne.has a,l'ight­
eousness that 'He is able to impute-shall I say it?­
to a ruined, ragged world. "1 will give them aU new 
clothes. so that they can go ·to heave;n,in them. I will 
give them aH new natures, so th,at they will be able to' 
behave like princ~s when I put my pri~cely robes upon 
them. I am going. to o'bliterate all stain of their ·sin." 
• In but an hO,Jl~ or so He will do it. .Do you wonder 
that 'He sa'id to His d-isciples: "1 am so glad of this hour." 
H:e had said at the beginning of His ministry: '''The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He hath anointed 
me to preach the gospel to the poor"--'oh so poor! He' 
did not' mean to people who. wer.e without bread and but­
tet:: H;e meant that we were all poor. He came as a' 
Messenger from heaven to preach good tidings "to the 
poor ... to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance 
to the captives, a;nd recovering of sight to ~he bUnd, to 

. \ 
set at liberty them that are_bruised, to preach the accept-
able year of the Lord." And in our text, He is' saying 
to His disciples: '~I am now .ready to sound the trumpet. 

. My work, will' soon be done. With desire I have desfred 
to eat this passover with you before I·suffer. that all its 
'i~pliications might be fulfilled 'in the kingdom of ,God." 

'There is a story in the. fifteenth chapter of this Gos­
pel, of a father who was very rich-and when he had 
divided unto his sons his living, though one took th,e por­
tion that fell to him and went into the far country, the 
father seemed to be no poorer. He was so rich! ·Yet the 
'story suggests that the father did not find any plea.sul"e 
in his riches. He did' not find anY.pleasure in his home, 
save as he. contemplated' the day when he would lavish 
it all upon one who now was far away from him. -I think 
there is alI that in the text. ",Soon," said the Lord Jesus, 
"as Joseph opened all the storehouses, I. wHl open the 
gates of the storehouse of infinite grace, and lavish it all 
upon a sin-cu,rsed race." It was :the joy of giving that 

, inspired Him. 
III. 

I tb,ink there was THE JOY, Too, OF RECEMNG, THE 
JOY OF AN ~NTICIPATED REUNION. I wonder wh~ He 
waited so long after the tragedy of the garden'? I won, 
der why He did not come' quickly, there and then? I 
·rather think that Eve thought He intend'ed to come soon, 
for after Abel's deatb, when 'S'eth wa's born" she called 
him Seth, which means, "Appointed", 'saying, "'God hath 
appointed me another seed instead of Abel; whom Cain 
slew." '. ' 

'And what was heaven then? He had been there. He 
made not a few appearances in the Old Testament time. 
But in His pre-incarnate state, He dwelt with the Father, 
and He knew the shadow which sin-if I may without 

'irreverence say it-had' cast upon tQ.e glory of 'Heaven. 
He knew that" human sin had marred the joys of Heaven. 
You ask me 'for proof? If the angels rejoice over· one 
sinner repenting,' I am sure they must sorrow when men 
sin. The father's'house mourned, for a place at the table 
was empty, while a member of the family was away from 
home; and I can imagine that that father, when the wild 
,wind moaned about the house, and' he heard the storm 
without, must have often said: '·'1 wonder where he is? 
I wish he were home, within 'my own house. He would 
b.e safe here. But he is away from home. I can never 
be happy until he comes ~ack." , 

How many 'a son has broken the heart of his father 
and his mother! How' many a daughter has brought 
sorrow to the home! 'But it is nothing to the sorrow we 
all inflicted upon the heart of God. His prodigal world 
had journeyed to a far .couhtry. But now in our text" 
Jesus lChrist is saying: "They w.ill be coming home now , 
soon. 'I know they are coming home. The hour is about 
to strike, when I shall pay the last farthing, the price of 
their redemption. . Then they will come back." , 
. Yea,rs ago, when, I had not been long Pastor of this 
church, I received a letter from a man, not a member 
of the church. He told ·me he was in regular attendance 
upon the services, and said:' "My wife and 'Children are 
in England, and I a~ anxious to bring them out. I am 

,employed, ,and 'I receive a certain weekly wage, and for ~ 
some time now-ever since I came myseif-i have been 
setting aside a portion of my wages, saving up to pay 
their fares out to Canada. 'The ships are crowded"-it 

. was in the days when thousands were coming to' Can­
ada-:-"an-d by next sprin,g' or early summer, I shall have 
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enough money saved to pay their fares, but by that time on th.e earth; the time of the singing of birds is come, 
the ships wHI all .be so crowded that I shall not be able and the voice of the turtle is heard in oui' land; the fig 
to get them over, even though I have the money. The tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines with the 

. steamship company tells me that the only way by which . tender grape give a good smell. Arise, my love, my fail' 
I can ensure their coming is to buy their tickets three or one, and come away:" . 
four months in advance. I am sorry to ask you, but ca~ !That is· what my text means. The i..ord Jesus said,·in 
you help me? I know I shall have the' money when it is effect, "I ~m so lonely, and heaven has been so sad-the 
time for them to come, but that will be too late. -I am sin and sorrow of earth have all but eclipsed the glory 
writing to ask if you could lend me the money, so that of heaven. I joyfully wel~ome the hour in the fulness 
I can book their passages and pay the money down. I . of time when I shaH pay the price necessary to bring all 
promise faithfully that I will repay it by ·such-and-such my loved ones home to my Father's ·house. I will not .. 
a time", .naming a certain date. drink of the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God 

<I. did not know him, and in any case it was rather a shall come." Our glorious 'Lord anticipated the complete~ 
large order coming from a stranger, to pay the passage ness of Heaven's joy, the completion of the whole house­
of a whole family from England to ,Canada. ·The fact is, hold of faith, of th·e household of God. He said, "'Soon 
I had not the money. But I sent for him, and when he I shall have them -all home and heaven will be heaven 
c.ame I identified him at onc!'!. He used to sit up in the again." No wonder they "began to be merry" when the 
gallery to my left. _ I had often seen him, and I recog- prodigal came home. 
nized him as a regular attendant. I told him I should 
like to db "it, but I was sorry that:1 had not the resources IV. 
that would allow me to do so. I said: "I hope you will I must say this further word before I close: He antici-
not be offended with me", and! he said he would not. But pated the Joy' of Completion: "He sat down, and the 
I was rather afraid that I should ;not see him again. But twelve apostles with him. And he said unto them, With 
the next Sunday morning he came in that door, walked desire I have desired to eat this passover WITH YoU.'; 
down the aisle, took his place as usual. 1 looked at him- You remember how, when He expounded the spiritual 
h'e had attracted my attention before. I thought he was character of His mission, the multitude melted away 
one of the saddest men I had ever seen. He had a strong until there were only twelve left; and He said, "Will ye 
face, but he seemed sad and lonely .. S'unday after 'Sunday also go away?" And Peter saI-d, "No! No! To whom 
he came, and! ~is' face haunted me.· Often at night I shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life." Those 
coqld see him sitting in the gallery. He looked as though disciples who came with him-you remember around the 
there was nothing in life worth living for. throne there were the elders. They were representative 

'After a month or so had passed, he wrote me again of all the· others, I fancy, the multitude which no man 
and said, "I have saved up a little more. I shall not could number. Just about this time He said to His 
need quite as much now. I wonder, sir, could you pos- Father, "Those that thou gavest me I have kept, and. 
sibly lend me that money? I am so lonely. I so long nQne of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the 
to have my wife and f~mily with Ipe. If I do not get scripture might be fulfilled." "With desire I have desired 
the money now, I shall have to wait another year." As to eat this passover with you before I suffer: for I say 
that sorrowful face came before me with the leUer, I onto you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it be 
·said to myself, I cannot stand it any longer. I must get fulfilled in the kingdem of ·God." 
that money somewher~and I' go·t it. I wrote to him 'As I thought of that this afternoon, I wondered where 
enclos'iilg the amount for which he asked. He h'ad said I could find an illustration of that principle, and I found 
he would repay it on a certain day: I did not expect him one that was so intensely personal that I wondered if I 
to do so. I had had many promises like that, few of dared use it. Then I reflected that I do not often intrude 
which had ever been redeemed.· I knew there was no personal matters upon my hearers, and that perhaps they 
wisdom in my doing it unless I was. pl'eparedl to lose the would forgive me. I was blessed with a godly father and 
money; but I felt that if I could take the sadness from mother, and from my earliest recollection I heard my 
that face it would b~ worth losing the money. However, father .pray daily that his might he an unbroken family 
I sent a note with the cheque; in conformity with his in heaven. He went home to Ggd when still in his prime. 
suggestion that the amount should! be repaid at a certain My mother su·rvived him many years, and, then she came 
date; though prepared to lose it. Time passed, and when to the time of departure. She seemed ·to leave us before 

/ the date for repayment came, I had forgotten it. But the she .}t·ad actually gone. T-he doctor 'said to me,~ "You 
first mail in the morning brought a letter. I opened it know, she is here as to her body, but really your mother 
and the man had repaid the 'loan in' full, to the last cent: is away already." 'Some hours passed, as I recall, and 

there was no re"co·gnition .. Then all her children were 
'As the man came ,to church Sunday by 'Sunday, he standing about her bed, but it seemed as though she 

~oked a little more hopeful; and I shall never forget would never recogn·ize us again on earth.· '. But unex­
the ·Sunday morning, when I saw' that man come in pectedly she opened her eyes and all the brightness came 
.through the door, and with him h~s wife, and four or five back,'·and sh-e looked about and viewed ·each of her chiI­
children: H~ brought therp. doWn the aisle, his wife pre- dren, one oy one.. Then, with a smile, she said, "Just· 

. ceded 'hIm mto the seat, then the child·ren one after as I have always prayed it might be." Then the lucid 
another, and he sat at the end of the seat. I looked up moments ended, she lapsed' into unconsciousness, and 
at him and caught his eye, and he caught mine. All the very ;soon she had gone "to be with Christ, which is far 
sadness wa·s gone; he had his loved ones with him again. better". I think she meant that as she and my father 
Hi~ whole aspect reminded me of the passage in the Song had prayed for an unbroken family, she saw them all,. 
of 'Slongs: "MfY.beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise up, knowing they were all Ohrjstians, smiled her good-bye, 
my ove, my aIr one, and come away. For, 10, the win- and went away to heaven. 
ter is past, the rain is over and gone; the flow!!rs appear J.esns Christ said, "I ha~e desired to eat this passover 
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WiTH You ,before I suffer, and you are all here"~"A 
little while,' and ye shall not see me: and again, a little' 
while, and! ye shall see me, because I go to the Father." 

" Tl;rat hour, I tp.ink; was to Him prophetic of the d'ay. 
when we. shall all mE)et, washed ,in the blood, saved for 
ever in the, 'Father's house. ' 

that there should be any present-as there Was one among 
the twelve-without part nor lot in this matter. Save us an 
with Thy, gr~a.t salva,tion; have mercy upon'us aill, for Thy 
great name's sake, Am~n. . . 

. ' 

PUTTING CHRIST I!'J CHRISTMAS 
, Then He said to His disGiples, "Now I will- leave you a, . 
memorial feast-not the Passover feast; that is' fulfilled. 
This is my body: this is my blood; this 'do ye, as oft as 
ye drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often' as ye, 
eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's 
death till he come. Then we shall all be together" an 
unbroken family in the' Father's house}~ 

An Editorial in "The TorQnto Daily Star", Nov. 30, 1953 

nr. J. R. Mutch~o~; '~ecreta~y'of the board of 'evange­
lism and social service of tp.e United Churcn" has issued 
on' the, board's behalf a· call to ~'put :9hrist into 
Christmas" . 
. The document advocates nativity scenes at the centre' 

of cities and towns, church support of "a ju'st and dut­
'able peace", and opposItion to' "arrogan'ce, pride, and 
the tru'st in power that leads to- war." "The churches 
should' stress giving 'rather than getting i .generosity 
rather'than gluttony. Richly blessed beyond' most na­
tions, our country should! lead the world in gifts, includ­
ing btrge_shipments of wheat,. for which"all our people 
sho.uld pay, to the needy of the world." 

, I wondier will any of us be left out? I wonder- is there 
anybody, here who is not ready? Ruthe~ord s'aid of. a 
pla'ce where· he had preached (in Mrs. Cousin's words) : 

"The little 'birds of Anwoth" 
fused to count them blest-. 

Now, 'beside happier altars 
I go to build my nest: . 

O'er these the,re brpods no silence, 
No graves around them stand, 

For glory, deathless, dwelleth 
'In ImmllnuePs land. 

"Fair Anwoth by the Solway, 
ITo me thou still art dear! 

E'en fr'om the verge ,of ,Heaven' 
I drop for thee a tear. 

'Oh! if one soul from Anwoth ' 
'Meet me at God's right hantl, 

'My Heaven will be two Heavens, 
'In Immanu!'ll's land." . 

I love this place .. I love every stone in th'is building, 
and every pew in it, ever.y inch ,of cal".}'let-even that· 
which is worn'through these .twenty-seven years, literally 
by the feet of from two, to thr-ee millions of people;' and 
I am positive that some souls, from Jarvis Street will. 
meet 'me 'at God's right hand, I wonder are there any 
hel'e-some .of, you to wh'im I have preached for years 
and years, and yet I who have made no p'rofession? I dlO 
not know whether yO~ are.' eav,ed or not, fpl," you ,have 
never told me. If I could paraphrase it, I would say of 
Jarvis Street 'Church, Tor9nto-

'Christmas should be a family fe~tival, the board' says. 
",Christmas' cards should 'carry' a 'religiou's m'essage." 
Community carol.singing should be supported by the 
churches. And' the churches. should call upon the au­
thorities to begin now their, "If-you-drink-don't-d,rive - , 
if-'you-drive-don't-drink" ·campaig,D.s. "Drunkenness only, 

• ',~egrades and destroY's 'Christmas." 
'Most of these idea.s are .good. Certainly eating and 

drinking 'are unduly glorified in'the usual celebration of 
Christmas, The board.'s recommendation is that "social 
drinking should be reduced to a minimum." It goes on 
to say that "the' churches should urge ,all members to 
plap to extend their hospita,lity in home; shop, office and 
factory wit~out beer, wine, 'spirituous 'liquors and 
liqueurs." That is good 'adivice, and there might well 
have been a warning against showing hospitality to mail­
men and delivery men by offering them intoxicants -
especially dan'gerous when the men are drivel"S. ' , 
, 'But the advice to 'reduce social 'drinking "to 'a mini­

mum" would have been otherwise worded!in old Methodist, 
,days. The warniq'g weuld then have been'to eliminate it 
altogether. A"rid better so.' . 

"To me thou still art dear!, 
E'en fJ;om the verge of heaven 

I dro,p.for thee a tear.' "N07R:OOM IN T-HE INN!'; 
Oh! if one soul frorri Jarvis Street . 'It.. -' , " 

'Meet me at ~od's rignt hand, A'T the first Christmas 'there was no room in the inn 
My 'Heaven will be tWQ 'Heavens, ;" for. the Christ Ghild 'and His mother. 'At the firSt 

In Immanuel's land." Christma's, though the·angeIS.sang, "Peace on earth, good 
, ' wiil you not coine? I wish I could woo YOU' to Christ: will toward men," bloody war was u~leashed upon the 

I would do anything to' bring .you to Christ.' wiiI you, innocent babes of Bethleh,em and "there: was Ii voice 
not come and receive Him;as your iSavjour, that you may 'heard of lamen~ation, an~ weeping, and gr,eat mourning." 
becom~ a member of th,e hO,usehold of faith', an heir of At the first 'Christmas, tliough the wise men arid the 
glory,.' ready to. become an ~ccupant .of one of the. many shepherds hastened to the· stable ~o bow ~t the feet of' 
mansions in the 'Father's house? Will you all join me" ~he Holy Infant, the chie~ priests and the scribe'S proud 
as we pray together? . in their In'eater knowledjZ"e' 9f the revealed will of God 
o Lord, we are all sinners. We do not deserve to be heirs cHd not ,fo)1o'w the example of, these humble believers. 
of glory. yv e have npt merited a place in the many mansions,' , "Another iChristmfts season is up;on us,' and .it does not 
and we d'eserve nothing but to ,be lost waifs in· this poor p.-ive promj:se of differing greatly in its reception of the 
world. But, Thou Good S'hep'hel'd; Thou dost seek and save . , Thy lost sheep, '.' , Good News of g,reat joy sung by the angel'S. 'Christ is' 

'Strong Son of God, immortal Love, . 
.. w:hom we, that have not seen Thy face 

By ·faith, and faith alone, emibrare, 
~elieving where we cannot prove:--:-

, 1 

Thou has come to seek the Father's childre~. Oh help us 
to come! May those of us who are Thy children come to 
Thy taible with a new ,gladness in our Ihearts. And fQ:r:~id 

" '-

I 

, !It ill J'elegated to' the ,manger. by a great busy world so 
intent upo,n its own affairs that 'it has no time for the 
Saviour, He is 'honoured in name, of course, and busi­
np'!')9 men have found. the celebration of his birth pro­
vides a P!ofitabJe ,opportu'nity to exploit sentiment in the' 
intere'sts of trade~ The liquor stores will enjoy the 
'great.est sales,' of the entire' year and, thousands' of men 

, , 

, I 

.~ 

'1 
" , 

. ~ 

, 1 

, 
j 
I 

...-1 
I 
I 

1 
, .. ~ 

! 



, December 3, 1953 
, 

(569) 11 THE GOSPEL 'WITN-ESS and PROTESTANT ADVOci TE 

and women will get drunk in honour of . . . of what? 
It would be bl~sphemous to'say in hono\lr of Christ, for 
that is dishonouring to Hi~ Holy Name, as' are many' 
of the cele'brations that bear the name of Christmas, 
though 'Chri'st is left'out of them. ' How much religion 
pure and undefiled' is involved' in stuffing oneself with 
turkey, plum pudding and Christmas cake and all the 

, trimmings? We confess it is somewhat less harmfdi 
and much more enjoya'ble than getting' drunk (~e speak 
fQr ourselves) 'but who would dare to suggest that such 
a relatively harm tess celebration of Christmas is dis­
tinctively 'Christian? 

ISome of our Pu~itan ancestors regarded it as a ,sin if 
not a crime to take part il!..the festivities connected witb 
various holid,ays of the so-called "Holy Year". ,One re­
members Macaulay'S gibe that they objected, to bear­
bating, not because it gave pain'to the bear but because' 
it gave pleasure to the spectators'. Perhaps they went 
too far, in pros~ribing' mirth. Most of their spiritual 
progeny to-day make exceptions for Christmas and 
Easler, with Thanksgiving Day thrown in for good 
measu,re.' But we shall all be compelled, to confess that 
much of ,Chl,istmas as we know it to-day is not Chris­
tian but pagan, and that, ought to give us'" reasoil to 
pause and review the way in which we, who name the 
name of Christ, shall cele,brate the coming of the Christ 
'Child. Will it 'be honouring to His Name, will it 'bear 
a true 'testimony to the meaning of His coming to redeem , 
sinners? 

A campaign is peing conducted by various church 

is an actual example of what happens to a great church 
when it belittles the inspired authority of the Word of 
God and substitutes respectability for regeneration. 

.....!.W.IS.W. 

SEMINARY ME~ AT WORK , 
"'J1HE p,roof of the I?uddiing is in the eating;" says'the 

.I. ·old proverb" arid the pri~ciple of it applies not only 
, ~o the. wo·rk of a cook but also to the work of any school, 
mcludmg Toronto Baptist Semipary. Not that our gradu­
a,tes are ,good to eat; but the }'Vay in which t'hey put into 
practice 'what is taugh:t here in the Seminary is -proof 
of the soundness 'both or our doctrine and of the training 
we offer. This 'School is an academic institution but its 
purpose goes far beyond, merely satisfying a thirst for 
knowledge and disciplining the faculties of the mind. Its 
great goal is to honour the Lord and His Word' and to 
prepare pastors and mis'sionaries who' shall be able to 
tea~h others also. We carryon our labpurs in the' con- ' 
sciousness that we labour in vain unless the' Lord build 
our house. As in preaching the Word; so in teaching it; 
men are helpless I and.;' useless unless the Spirit cif God 
speaks through" them. 

Winona Church , 
In the last few months since the,openi~g of the Semin­

Rry school term it 'has been our privilege to visit the 
churches of a number of our Seminary men and, we have 
been encouraged afresh in our work to see what God has 
wroug~t thrqugh them .. , Several 'weeks' ago Rev. ,James 
Cunningham of 'Winona /called by phone to pay us the 
great 'co,!llpliment of. asking that we take Dr. Philpott's 
place at the evening service of Winona Gospel Church on 
Anniversary 'Sunday. We at once disclaimed any t'hought 
of taking the p!ace' of so great a preacher but promised . 
to stand in the same pulpit where he had; stood in the 
morning and to preach the same Gospel. No one could' 
take Dr. Philpott's place. It was a great joy to have fel­
lowship with a flne company of devoted people, faith- ' 
fully joined' in sounding forth the truth' of the Gospel 
in a rap,id!y growing, suburban district a few 'miles, out­
side of Hamilton·. Mr. and Mrs. Cunningham both'studied 
at the Seminary. and it was a: pleasant reunion to share 

, the JoyS' of their family circle of four children and to 
see the'blessing that has attended- their ministry in 'the 
chu·rch :and community. Mr. Cunningham is a brother 
of Rev. John Cunning~\am of Calgary, Alberta, 'another 
of our Seminary men' who has ·been richly blessed iIi his 
labours. ' 

, bodies in Canada and the United States· to "Put ChrIst 
in'~o Christmas". The aim ,is praiseworthy,' but the 
means suggested al;e not always commensurate with the 
magnificence of the avowed- intention. 'Some of .them 
suggested, the erection of natjvity scenes as d~es the 
calI is'sued by the Unitedi Church o{ICanada which is com­
mented upon 'in an edito'rial fr-om the To;onto Star fol-' 
~ow~ng this article. In response to a similar appeal the 
JUnIor chamber of commerce of a United States city 
amlounced that its ,Christmas parade would be "entirely 
spiritual in nature," even to the attire of the drum 
majorettes. We fail to see how placing a doll in' some 
straw is any mor~ likely to put Christ back into iChrist­
mas than is 'placing crosses over churches -or putting 
ir,nages in niches. A m'ore :r:adical remedy is needed than 
t~ese outward, mechanical changes. We need to give 
fIrst place to the Lord Jesus Chris' an:d His Word not 
only in our churches hut jn our Uvesboth at Christmas 
and on. every· other a'ay of ,the yea·i. 'Let us' 'get back 
beyonp thEl., seas0!1al good cheer' and joyous felIowl!'hip 
of Dlckens Chrwrnas Carol,' back to the message .of 
the angels a~d to the simple faith of the shepherds who Niagara Falls, Ontario 
went, even unto Bethleb,em. Let us also for ourselves Last Sund~y we visited th,e Trinity ,Church at Niagara 
see this thing which is come'to pass. Let us take Christ Falls, Ontario, to celebrate the anniversary of the church 
in our hearts and hQmes not merely one day of the year and the first anniversary of the pastor's arrivaJ. Within 
but ,all the days of our lives. that brief space of' time a transformation has been 

, ' wrought in the church building, which is but a symbol 
The sting of the Star editorial is in the tail thereOf' of the blessing, that has come to the work of the church. 

"The advice to reduce social drinking 'to a minimum~ Any congregation in the land would be pr,oud of the in-
, wQuld have been otherwise 'worded in old' Methodist days. terior of the auditorium in its new dress, provided with 

'The warning would then have 'been to eliminate it alto- fine new pews - the latter a little bit too comfortable 
gether. And better so."', Shades of the valiant saints perhaps, 'but we speak only. 'for ourselves and our ow~ 
of the old' Methodism who made such 'vast contributions preaching! - Almost, all the old' indebtedness has been 
,t~ the spiritual and moral uplift of .the Anglo-Saxon paid off and only a little remains for the new improve~ 
world! A secular- newspaper dares, to lecture one' of ments. There.is an air of joyful expectation in the ser­
their modern successors on' the laxity of his ideals and "ic~s and the 'congregations have incr~asetl by leaps and 
to rais'e the goal higher ~han he da·res place it! rhat bounds, as has the Sund'ay-s'chool. 'The day before our , 
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arrival a young man of CentraI' European origin came to 
the pastor's home enqQ.iring· the way of s'aIvation and 
went on his way rejoicing: There have been other' pro­
fessions of faith and baptisms. Under· the pasto{"s lead­
ership, the church has declared for complete self-support. 
We rejoice in these blessings and pray that 'it may grow 
more 'and! more under the ministry of Rev. G. H. Stephens. 

Mitchell Square Church 

Mr. Sa~uel Tull6ch, one of our senior stUdents, has 
faithfully. served the Mitchell Square Church for two 
summers and has continued du,ring the school term' as 
'student"pastor. A number have been led to the Lord and 

. baptized! upon profession of faith, greatly encouraging 
/ this rural, church to meet the needs of its community by 

an aggressive 'work for the Lord.· It is of thE! greatest 
importance that our country churches should continue 
their testimony for' the Gos·pel, for in past days 'they have 
produced some 'Pf the greatest men botb in publi!! life and 
in the ministry; 'Through the years we h~ve vis'ited this 
church from time to time but never .has it appeared. in 
such prosperous health, spiritually and numerically, as on 
the occasion' of our recent visit. 

QUESTIONS A STUDENT ASKS 
Can an Evangeli~al Student Attend a "Semi-Evangelical" 

. Seminary? 

F.rom The fieminarian, December 1953 

. The following editorial from "The Seminarian", pub­
hS'hed 'by the students of Toronto Baptist Seminary, is 
inserted here as a reminder that this monthly periodical 
may be o'btained at, the price' o'f 75 cents' for a year's 
subscription. . ' 

'In last month's issue, we 'sought' to- discuss whether an 
evan'gel'ical student could attend a blatantly modernistic 
seminary. It was our conclusion that such a course would 
be dishonouring to ,God and harmful to the future 
preacher. But how often have we heard some ardent 
advoca'~e point to the presence or several "evangelicals" 
on the faculty and! 'use them as baits to' lure prospects 
to the semilJ.ary. We are told that such a seminary is 
not modernist but rather has an evangelical element in _ 
it. "Perhaps," we are told, "there are a few professors 
whose orthodoxy and spirituality is doubtful, but just 

'look at these other fine evangelicals." In other words 
we are to believe that righteousness has fellowship with 
un:t:ighteousness and' light does have communion with 

Rev.-John Boyd on Televisioli: darkness! 
INext ,sunday morning we are to visit Pastor Wilfred .Perhaps this cur'se is even greater than that of the boldly 

Bauman in the pioneer work at North Bay.and then to modernist seminary." In the latter it is so obvious' that 
spend Sunday evening and Monday with that modern the context of the teaching is' wholly anti-Christiari; the 
apostle at Sudbury, Rev. John Boyd, whQ has now added very atmosphere declares that this· is not a school of 

. to his eight weekly radio programmes in three langqages the- prophets 'but a 'synagogue of ':;;'atan. This is not en-
the. additional burden of a television programme over tir~ly the case, however, with a seminary which has both 
the first privately-owned 'station in Canada. The invi- modernists and evangelicals on the faculty. Here any 
tation for this fine opportunity to use this latest modern dubious observer is pointed to the presence of the evan­
technique to preach the Gospel came from the station geli~'als 'and ,told that there is room ,here fo1' t,he gos'pel 
management. We understand tha,t the selection of pro- of the Lord' Jesu's Christ. . 
grammes for ,radio .and television is not 'based on the .tust at this point is seen the fallacy' for the Lord 
results of a beauty contest but upon the financIal re-·· Jesus Christ does not ask for room with other "is'ms" 
sponsibility and the popular esteem of the proposed spon- and idols. He must have the preeminence. ' He will not 
sors· of a programme. The charges for this ·privilege are reside in one room of the 'seminary while Satan 'controls 
modest as far as TV pz:ogrammes are concerned, but very all others or any others. He is the only S·aviour. The 
onerous for a pastor who has already undertaken to pay gospel is the exclus'ive message of the church. Any 
hundreds of d'omlrs each week for otper radio Gospel "evangelical" who would!· consent to a truce with the 

.. broadcasts;. But Mr. Boyd felt that he dare. not ref1;1se enemy of men's souls· and serve on such a faculty betrays 
to enter tHIS great door that had been opened! b,efore hIm, a sad lack of conviction and further indicates that he is 
and we are confident it will be blessed of 'God in brin'g- not too much concerned !for the honour of his 'Saviour's 
ing the way of salvation to hearers and viewers in the name. 

I Sudbury a,rea. . . • . 
ISuch is a small cross section of the work of Toronto iLikewise a student who attends such a seminary is 

Baptist Seminary, which is by no means confined to the surely going to be confused,. In one classToom, he heal'S 
work done in the actual classrooms. We invite the pray~ the Word of God ridliculed and the gospel 'dishonoured 
ers of 'God's people for our work here and for our work while in another a professor seeks to present the gospel 
as it goes on in fields of service far removed from our but, by his very presence in such a place" he promotes 
classrooms.---:W;S.W. : a course of compromise. Any observant student will see 

the contradiction. Such an atmosphere will not have the 
eff~ct of helping in. the preparation of nlen to preach 
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the Lord Jesus Ch·rist as the Way,. the Truth anjl the 
Life. Lost will be the exclusive note of the gospel which. 
declares - "neither is· there salvation in any other: 
for there is .none other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we mu~t be saved." .' . , 

Finally in all such institutions the' trend is only hi 
one direction-toward the camp of the modernists. Any 
denial of this' statement is simply an example of wishful 
thinking. The' very fact that the modernist has even 
gained admission to the faculty is an indication of in­
herent weaImess in the seminary's theological position. 
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One does not need to be. a prophet to predici the future 
course of the seminary. ' 

ISuch milk and' water institutions can surely have no 
attraction to real men of God. 'Speculative philosophers 
may be intrigued by; such a variety of thought but those 
whom God has manifestly called will turn with abho~ 
rence from such a place. With st\1rdji old Joshua, they 

, will declare :-",Choose you this day whom you will se'rve 
... but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

"'ONE OF THE MOST EXTRAORDINARY 
STATEMENTS ••. " , 

into the man's arms. So, sinner, thou art to mow that Christ 
died for sin; thou art a:lso to u,nderstand that Christ is albIe' 
to save, and thou art to believe that; but thou are not saved., 
unless, in addition to that, thou pv,ttest thy trust in Him to 
be thy ISaviour, and to be thine forever.-!Spurg~on 

What is faith? The word. is one of th; seemingiy 
simple, everyd'ay words whose meaning everyone sup­
poses he knows. But there are many significations at­
tached to it. It may be.regarded, for example as a ~yn­
onym of "creed", and as such it becomes almost equiva­
lent in practise for a reldgious organization which pro­
fesses such a creed, as in the phrases, "the Protestant 
faith," or "the Roman Catholic faith.' The common under-

~at Is Faith? standing of the word is that it means an opinion or a 

'FHE, daily column by J. V. McAree that appears on the conviction, a doctrine or a persuasion. This is the 
ed'itorial page of The Toronto Globe and Mail is, to Roman Catholic conception of faith which has been given 

our taste one of tlie choice spots in the menu offered by , formal definition by Thomas Acquina~, the great theolo­
tha:t paper. We ,always make a point of ,reading the inform- gican of that church, as: "The 'a~t of the intellect assent­
ing an/d interesting arlicles that Mr. McAree puts to- ing to a divine truth." Refusal to assent to received 
gether with .a pinch of spice, and last Saturday we were dogmas is heresy or apostasy" which, '8'ccording to Roman 
only mild1ly surprised when our favourite editorialist .re- Catholic ,-teaching, are not only civil crimes punishable' 
ferred to THE GOSPEli'WITNESS, and to a part of it that with temporal pains, but which also entail eternal con­
is our own special responsibility, namely one of the many demnaiion in the life to come.' 
smaller articles or "fillers" as our printers call them, The lack of faitq' which Spurgeon condemned! as a 
'that appear in these pages. On several previous, occa- heinous sin, was not simply wrong belief in the sense of 
sIons this columnist has expressed ,his appreciation of incorrect opinions, but refusal to trust in.the Lord Jesus 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS. ~r. McAree wrote last ISatui-day: Christ as' Saviour. "True faith," the same preacher say.s 

One of the most extraordInary statements we ,have read in another sermon, "is reliance . . . The marrow of the 
in years appeared recently in "The Gospel WItness", the meaning of faith i~ confidence in, reHance upon. Let me ' 
words being those qf the Rev. Charles Haddon Spurgeon, ask, then, ev.ery professor here who professes to have 
one of the most famous preachers of the nineteenth cen- fa:ith, is your faith the faith of ,reliance? You ,give credit 
tury. Here it is: "I affirm, and the world decl-ares it, to certain ,s.tatements, do you also place trust in the one 
unbelief is sin. Is it not a sin for a creature to doubt 
the 'Word of its Maker? Is it not a crime and an insult glorious person who alone can redeem? Have you con-
to the Divinity for me, an atom, a particle of dust, to fidence as well as credence? A creed will not save you, 
dare to deny His words? Is it not the very summit of but reliance upon the anointed Saviour is the way of 

• arrogance and extre~ity of pride for a son of Adam to salvation; Remember, I beseech you, that if 'you could be 
say, even in ,his heart, 'God, I dOUlbt Thy grace; I doubt taught an orthodoxy unadulterated with error, an'd could 
Thy love; I dOUlbt Thy power?" Oh! sirs, believe me, .'learn a cree.3, wrl'tten by "the pen of Eternal God hl"mself, 
could you roll all'sins into one mas§; could you take mut- U 

der and blasphemy, and lust, and adultery, and everything yet a mere notional f.aith, such a~ some exercise when 
that is vile, and unite them' all into one vast gldbe of ,they believe in the existence of men in the moon,- or 
'black cOP'llption, they would not equal then the sin of ne'bulae ill space, could npt save your soul. 0f this we 
unlbelief. This is the monarch sin, the quintessence of are sure,. because we see around us many who have such 
guilt; the mixture of the venom of all ciimes; the dregs . 
~f the wine of Gomorrah; it is the ma,sterpiece of S'atan; a faith, am~ y;et evidently are not children of God." 
the chief work of the devil." , 'Tqe statement of Spurgeon's that Mr. McAree finds 
Mr. McAree did not tell why he regarded the quotation' so extraord;inary is; indeed ~traord~n~ry, not less so than 

from Spurgeon as "one of the most extraord'inary state- t~e marv~l ~f Go~ s merc~ In .provuhng a war, o! salva­
mente we have read in years" We d'O not II d' bon that IS of faIth, that It mIght be by grace. 'Where 
in his column anything of th~ nature of a r;~:fe:s~:nl~~ is boa:ting then? It is, ex'clud~d'. By what ~aw? of, 
faith, though at tim~s we have been' inclined to fancy ~orks., Nay; but ~y .the }!i;w of falt~. ~erefore W~COR-
that he was nourish~4 in his youth, like many other great clfudte

h 
thl·a~ ,~ m('Roan IS JU4S~~lf6Ied3' '?2Y7f)althThw'l~outfthe bdel~dsf' 

men, on the WestmInster Catechism. Perhaps this feel-? e aw .mans.,.: e SIn ~ un e ~e 
ing was induced partly' by the "Me" I"n hI'S n h . IS the greatest SIn of aH, because It departs from the hv-

I arne as muc . G d 't t "t b k' th 'f IS' h as by any clue he offered in his writings. We have also mg, 0,.' I urns I s ~c ,upon e merc~ u . aVI~ur w 0 
been ,led to suspect, on occasions, that he does not now !fave HIS all for the SInner. But unbelIef "In. thIS sense 
adhere 'strictly; to that form' of doctrIne. We wish that IS not merely the ref!lsal to accept an OpInIOn. but the 
the following quotation from Spurgeon that appeared in refll~al to accept a .person, the Lord Jesus ChrIst. Ac-' 
another recent issue of THE GOSPEL WITNESS had been cordmg to the Scrlpture~, .men ,Me not condemned' be­
printed in Mr. McAree's column alongside the oth r x- cause th~y hold wr?ng opInIOns ~ut because they refuse 
cerpt: e e to trust In the SaVIour, to commIt themselves to the Son 

, An Example of Faith o:fl God: "He that believeth on the ,Son hath everlasting 
life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life: 

,Suppose. a fire in the upper ~0I!t a! a house, and tili.e.people but the wrath of God abideth on him." 
fJ'athered In the street. A chIld IS In the upper story: how 

.IS he to eS'C!"pe? He cannot leap d'own - that were to be 
- dashed to pIeces. . A _ strong man comes beneath and, cries 

"fuop into my' arms." It is, a part of faith to' know that th~ 
man is there; it is ,another part of faith 'to believe that the 
man is strong; but, the essence of faith lies in dropping down 

It is true that there is an intellectual element in faith: 
."He that cometh to ,God must believe that he is." But 
that is not the whole of faith in its characteristic Biblical 
sense, for the same text goes on to add tliese words, "And 
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that he is a rewarder of them that diligently, seek him:" GRACE FOR EVERYBODY 
If tHe former proposition' is' an intellEictual one, the sec- Now, ~hat is wanted is ~race~divin~ grace' for ordin: 
ond, involves and implies ,the moral quality of trust, wqich ary, business men, men who a,re harnessed from morn 

.is not mereJ.y 'a resolution' of the'mind but of the 'will, a ,tiIl'nigh't"and all the days of their life- harnessed in 
, seek'iI).g Gog to give oneself to' Him. The opi~ion, or.,'the business. Not grace to lose' a nundred thousand, but 
,<:onviCtion,or the f,aith that two and two make four ,has grace to lose ten dollars. Not grace to superVise two 
no moral quality about it. But the attitude that men take hundred and fiftY. employees in a faCtory, bul grace to 
toward Jesus IChrist is the most, important moral' and supervise the bookkeep,er and two salesmen, and the small 
sp'iritual crIterion, of :alI time 'an'd of eternity as, welt ,poy that sweeps out the store. Grace to invest not'in the 

.. A young man to whQm Jesus' spoke "went away·'ior.row- eighty thousan~ dolhirs of net 'profit, b.ut t~e twenty-·. 
ful", ,He was not saved for his good works, nor for his pro- five hundred of clear gain. (kace n,?t to endure the loss, 
fes!!,ion o~, c?r~~ct, op!n~~?;, he was" l.os~ bec3;us,e, though ' of a whol~. shipload' of, spices fr()m ,the.. Indies,"but grace 
he went away ~orrowful" yet, notwltHstandmg, ~e went to endure ,the loss of a paper of collars 'from the leakage 
away from Chnst. That IS the essence of unbehef, and of a displaced shingle' on a poor roof. Grace, not to 
it is for that that men are eternally 10st:"."Ye will not, en!lure.the tar!iiness of .the 'AmeriCan Congress'in PB:ss­
come to me, ,that ye might h~ve life!' ' , , , - ing a necessary law, but grace to endure the tardiness 
, 'It js co~'~only assumed that men ar{saved o~ ~ccount ,of. an ,e,rl"and QOY stopping to play marbles when he oug~t 
of, their ·good works, and that conve'rseiy,' they are con- - to deliver the go'ods .. "Su~h a. grace as t~ousa~~s 'of busi­
d~mned because of thei!'sins. ' The Bible cuts 'across gen- ness men have to-day .keepmg . tl?-'em tra!,-quIl, whethe:.:-", 

. eral:ly I'eceive4 'opi~iops ,and wounds, the pri.d:e of the . g,OO,~S, '. sell or do not. sel~~ whet~er, ~us,t?mers payor do . 
',ordmary man when it lays down the fundamental" prin~ not 'pay~ whether tanff IS 'up or tanff 'IS do~, 'whether , 

ciple that "All have 'sinned and come snort o'f the ilory the crops, ,a're .}uxuria·nt or a dead failure-calm in all 
,of ·God .. ' .. There is':none righteOus no 'not·'one." Ii circumstances, .and. amid .all vicissitudes. That is the 

• ; 'teaches that all our righteousnesses ~re' ~s .filth'y' rags, kind of g.race we want. _ ' 
without avail in the sight' of . God. Who then can be Millions of men want it, and they 'may have it fo'T. the 
saved? queries the mail in the sJreet,who tries. to sound 'asking.' 'Some hero or heroine comes 'to town, an4'as 
themysterie!l' of. God, in the light of common sense, apart the procession pas.ses through the st,reet the business men 
f~om the reveJat,iOp. of Go~".s mercy:)n Chrlst. The Scrip:-. <;()me out and stand on tiptge on- their stOi"e step and 

':: ?:.:. .', t':lre ·answers: "But "Goll, comme:t:Ideth His .:love :towa.rd look' ~t 'some one who .in Ar~tic clime, or in ~c.e'alJ storm, 
us -in that while we were yefsinners, 'Christ died for us." or in day of battle', or in hospital agonies .did the' brave 

.. Who' ca'il be s'aved1 ,S'innerl!' who trust in ''il:Ie: mercy:ofthjng,··not realizing that' theY, -the enthusiastic sp~cta~ 
.' .. Go~ in, Christ. Men 'an~ women Who cast them!Selv'es: upon ' t9rs, have g,9ne thr.ough trials ip. b~siness lif~ :th!1t .. are . 

. :" 

.~ 

· ~he merci.ful Saviour, That. is .f·aith; or tT-ust; or ,conrfi,- just as g,reat before God. There are' men who have gone 
dence in the 'S'cripturaJ sense of the ·word. ,And what tnrough freezing Arctics and 'burning, itor'rids, an~' awful 

", is unbelief?: A, 't;efusal,to 'come, a dioing despite"to ,th'e ,Marengoes ofexp~rie'nces Vv'ithout moving five.miles from 
'. spirit of g.race,·a reb,uffing of the tend~r !oving Relleemer:their. daorstep. 

· 'We ate' gratef?l 'to 'Ii: newspaper colum~'ls't' for agai"n ·Now,. what. ordinar.~ 'bus~ness' men Jnee~' is io. realize 
· .. cal~'ing attention to" t.he' "extraordinary" '"haract'er of the tha,,! .the~ ~av.e ~he f~lendsnlp of that Christ who looked 

_: ' Gos.pel of salvation J::>y grace, through faith. Hymn -yvriters after_the rehgl91,l,S. ~nterests .. of Matth~"Y'" the CU!!tom­
.. have exhausted' their voca'bulary in '.attenipti~g: tchie- 'house 'c.!erk, and helped Lydia, of Thyahr~, t? .sell ~e 

, s,:!ribe . th~' wonders of qod's' mtlrcy., and thNHi.ghout the' ,.dr,y go/!-ds" aI!-d who ?pen~da bake~y and fish-market In 
endl.es!l. a~~s' of, etE,!crnity, the .red:eemed./lha:l1. never' cease t~e .. wIli:lerness, of,Asla MIn?r . .to, fe~d ~he seven t~9usand 

" to ·s~ng·.the. p~atseo.f Him who;IQve~ them an4' g'~ve Him.- " w.ho, ~~d .come out. on a rel,~glOUS .PlC~lC ... ,and .-who ~ounts 
self for them. 'Spurgeon"s state,merit'might be sai'd 'to'· '. tn~,·halrs,. of,. your- h~~d. wl~h as.,mucn .pa~tlC~I~:mty as _ 

.he. a 'p~rap~ra:se ~f. tb.at well-known, ~erse, tn~t..p'ernaps ,though, ~hey. we~e the p~um~s ~f ~ cor~nat.lOn, and .~ho 
seems less extraordmary' merely, be.cause it is s·o old and, ~o~k. the trouble to stoop down. 'Wlt~ ,HIS ~Inge.r wrlb~g . 
so familiar: "He that believeth on him is not condemned: ' . on the grou~d,. altho~gh the first sttuffle ,of f~et obht.-~ . 
. ~p.t, ,he.thll:t belieyeth ,JlOt is eondemlled .. altead(y, becau,se erated the dlVlne cahgrap~y, and w~o_,~~~SJust ho~ 
he .. ha'th not" believed in th.e· name of the Q~ly. begotten,. ~al).y. ~o~usts. there wer.e m the, ~g:ypban pla~ue, ana 
,Son _of ·God'. Arid this is. the 'condemnation;' that-. light kn~:v Just how many, ravens wer.~ necessary to supply 

. is" come into the wQrl.d, and men loved d~rkheS'S' rather EJIJah's pantry. by the brook' Chent~, and who, ~s floral, 
than light, because-thejr .deeds were.evil.'.'--tW.S.W:·: ,comman~er;·leads. fq!f;h .. ~!; t}l.e reglme~~s of p:I~r~.ses, 

, . foxgloves, daffodIls, hyacInths, _ an~ hhes 'which "PItch. 
• , .. ' ,. ' their teiits of' beauty 'and kindle ,their camp.."fires of color -

.. RI!V. JOHN BYERS ON· VACATION' . ail aro'u'hd the hemispher~that that,Christ and·,that God 
"w •••• 'Rev."!oh.n·Byers~ ~·i~.iste,r·of Vi~t~:ria Avenhe 'B'aptist knows the· most minute 'affairs of you·r business life and' 

Church; 'lfamilton len' by' plane' on ",December' lst for' ,however' inconsiderable, understanding all ~h~ affairs of . 

.. '-~ .. ~. . 'a :mu'ch-n~ed'ed re;t :alld va\!ation in *otland, ,his' -n~tive . that woman. who keeps a th·read-and-needle store as well ' 
land, . {n. order' to' wis'h .him' bon voyage and.' God-speed: . as' all the affairs of a Rothschild.and a :earing. . .. ..:; .. , , " 

;;,'Ul,e C6ligregation'gathered 'in g09diy nu~b'ers on Wednes-' _ ......,.T: DE WIT.!' TALMADGE ... 
d'ay evening ·.}oast .. After the fellowship supper, provided I .... j . : 

by the:lIidies; a'brief program was given;' with Rev,. C. J: 
Loney acting: as c.hairman: " Mr. 'Ch~rles:'Iiiriklater pre-' . . _ 'Faithfuine~s 'is W:lia.t -God/ marks, lo~~s and honou'l's.; 

. sented t~. _Mr.. ,Byer.~ ,a su~'stantial g.ift of. money as ,a ... a perfect, ,sincez:e ,and constant desire to,' obey, the will 
~' .. , token, of the esteem and good wishes o.~the church Jamily .. ' of. God ·in al) t~at is el).tz:usted to our care.. . 

" , .:: . . . .' ' . .... • " .......J().L .. C. ' ~ADOLPH SAPHIR: 
.~ .. - ,: .' . , ...... f 

..... ' . 
. ' "". -7. " . " 

' .... ' :'. :,'-:-:, ~.;,;:' .. > '. ., 
• • '-~ .~~~. : .. ~: .. ", ........ _~ , •• f;-'4", 
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..... . n . 

'-, , ~ -.' ,..,' .. -, ... : .. -', . '; ....... : 
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~cember. 3, ·1953 THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PRO'J;ESTANT ADVOCATE. (573) 15 

I. 

Bible School' Lesson Oll~line the command of God. The responsi'bili£ies' qf.leadership. are 
great; we must be careful to assist others to be obedIent, 
rather than disdbedient to 'the Lord. . . 

Saul'-s next move was to ·make ·ptOUS excuses for i)'is con­
December 13, 1953 . duet; he announced that the animrus had 'been spared for 

-------"...;...--......,-------'---------- sacrifice unto· the Lord. ·How mal).y crimes ·have .beel). com-
V:ol. 17 Fourth Quarter Lesson 11 

. OLIVE L. a.ARK, Ptl.J). (2'01'.) rriitted in the name of religion (oJohn 16:2; Acts .26:9)!· 

SAUL'S DISOBEDIENCE. 
The -prophet reminded the king that the Lord' places em­

phas'is upon inner spiritual motives rather than upon oubwat:d 
'ceremonial actions. All the sacrifices and acts of devoti(m 

Lesson Text: 1 'Samuel 15:1-15. in the world 'will not take the place of ·heart oliedience (Psa .. 
Golden Text: "Beliold~ to'O'bey is better than sacrifice, and to 51:16, 17; .Prov. 21:3; Jer. 7:22, 2'3; 'Hos. 6:6; ·Mic:. 6:6-8; 

. hearken' than the- fat of rams."-l Samuel 15:22. Heb. 10.:4-10.). The rebellious ma:n.:is like 'One who practises 
, .., witchcraft in that both 'follow the coinmand'ments of others 

• I. The Rebellion of.the.King: verses 1-9. . . _ in"$tead of God; the rebel, obeys his own desiI:es, 'while thO'l!e 
.Samuel's concern for Israel did not cease when he was dis- who engage in witchcraft 'O'bey'the des'i.res .of Satan (Deut. 

placed as tlie official leader of ·the people (1 Sam:' 12:1, 2). 18:9-14; lsa. 8:19, 20.).' The stub'born man is like :the idolater 
He :had continued to pray for-them ('1 'Sam. 12:23), and he in that both 1W'orshlp another than God; the stubborn man 

• was still the' prophet of the Lord, charged with ,hearing and' exalts l).is own will, 'and the idolater exal~s the thing which 
. -- d~liverill'g .to them the messages of Jehovah. (verses .1, 10., 'he has created (Psa. 1'15:3-'5). . 

22, 28). .We shOUld t'ha.nk God' for-faithful pas'tors, teachers The kingdom was rent from ,Saul '~ecause, of his sin (1 
~d, ~or'k~rs,. wi)ose .unceasi~g Christia~ 'love is a priceless Kings 11 :29-3-3). He who had rejected 'the commandment of ' 
gl:f.t (H~. 13:7, 17). , . '. the Lord was now himself rejected (1 Sam. 13:14; 10hn.8:47; 
Natio~ sins will not ·go ,unpuniS'hed. The'nations; although 12:48). . r" 

they may seem. great .and importa:nt, are before the Lord as . DAILY BIBLE READINGS. . 
!1 drop:tihn ,tthhe .buc~et .«IEsa. d40:3145!6' a:n

7
d) HThe,willAbe jluskt't'in dehaad'l-' 'D~c .. 6-J()nathan'~ Victory .. :::.f ...................................... 1 S~m. 14:1-14 

,mg WI . elr sms . xo. ., .' e rna e I es . D c 7~Saul',s Victory . 1 S'am 14'1'5-23 
opposed. Israel in: the early days of the exodus ,from Egypt , e ." ., , :, ............................................ "....... S . 14 :24-32 • 
(~xod. 17:8-14; Dent. 25:17-19).. '. ',D~. 8-Jon~tha:n,s Per~l ' .......... : .... ': ....... : .......... : ............ 1 am. : _ 

N ' al " m Dec. 9-Jonathan s DelIverance .............................. 1 Sam. 14.33 46. 
b . at~~n virtues, as welL as national sins, will be re em- Dec. 1o.-lSaul's Triump'h ................. " ................................ 1 S'am. 14:47-52 

-. er~ '. y the Divine Judge. The Kenites had assiste4 Is'rael 'Dec. 11-JSaul's'Rejection " .. "" ....... " .... " .. : .. " ......... """,, .... 1 Sam. '15:16-23' 
m t elr campaign against. ·their Canaanite enemies (Judg. Dec. 12......:Saul's.Puni'shment .... :." ............. :,: .. : .................. 1 'S'am. 15:24-35 .. 
4:11-7), and for their 'kindness .to. Israel were Sipared from . . 
the fate' pf ithe Amalekites (JOsh! 2:12; 6.:2~J 23). SUGGESTED HYMNS .. 

Th'e Lord 'was wIse and "also 'merciful when He commanded' Oh for a 'closer walk ~ith God. I lay ·my ,sins on Jes~s. 
,'Sa~l to' put-an 'end:to .the AnNilEikites. A holy God could not 'Bl~ssed-b~ the fountain of blood. Depth of mercy! can ,there 

bless the 'people, unless the la:nd shoQld Ibe freed 'from the 'be',! Not all the blood of beasts. When the hean made pure. 
moral pestilence of which the wickiidness of the Amalekites 
was· an outward. ll),anifestation. "Purity; safety.a:nd whole •. 
sOrnehess,could not'last.iIi an atmosphere which was charged 
with pollution. To comlbat evil is the safe a:nd wise course, as 
well ·as the .kind courSe. 'By .the law of compensation I the 
Israelites, who had suffered'·'at,the 'ha:nds ;of .. the Amalekites, 
were the ones' chosen as the Divine rod to pU,nish the evil­
.~ . . ;.. 
. 'Saul. interpreted the Lord's command, aecording to, his own . 
private notions as to w!bat should be done. An' officer who· 
tampers· w'ith'.the orders of his:superi'ors.is guilty df a ·serious· 
offence; he' has no. authority' to question or change the coin-. 
m~d" which lie receives. It is, his ·duty. to see ,that they are 
dbeyeil. And yet, some Mqde.rnistic teachers and preachers 
al tel' ,the message 'of. the Lord:' claiming the right to desig-' 

'nate which part~ ·of·the 'Bi:~le .. are authoritative. Not what we' 
think,'butw~at GOci'says,;must p-e our gil'ide.·· . 

II:" "The R'ei.~#ion_o( t"'~"Kiitg: vei-ses 10-15. • " .' 
'. God',counts pa'l'tiaiobedience 'as absolute disO'bedience', 'and' 

. ',; ;there'for~;' Kil!-gSal~l ih~d not:'Pez:iot:med: the comma.ndnient 'of . 
the Lord. Tliere is m> Scriptural warrant for the popular 
notion that one's :good deeds 'are bala:nced over against his 
evil deeds,: arid" .that.if the .. gopel outweIghs :tlie evil, God will. 

. overlook the "sin. God' rules over 'Hi's creatures with justice 
. '1nd'equity' (Psa. 7;~-11; 89':14; Isa: 11:2-4). . ' . 

; , An 'oft-rep'eated Uncalled-for profession'of loyalty might 
, arouse .sus·picion of disloyalty, .since some 'thfugs are ·take~, 

for granted, until ques'tioqed "by' unusual. circumstances. . Saul 

, DRESSING 'U~FAI..SEJiOODS· , 
IHow d'aintily we can throw the altar cloth round about 

. a' falsehood. ' It is .perfectly amazing, when, t.he moral 
light is turned down, how skillfully we can juggle with 
thiI;lgS. I re~ember some time ago ~eeing'a very, attrac­
tive looking Bible', and when:I turned to open it I found 
i't was a cash 'box. Which thing' is' Iln allegory' of many 
'other things; We can give worldHness a very pious ap-: 
pearance. We, can throw a sort of 'priestly cloak about 
a.-deed which goes forth ·to devQur a widow's house. We " 
can be amazingly exI!lerf in diluting moral ~bligation and 
mixing .wine with' water! We 'can betr3:y!o.ur L9rd.with 
a c~nlprqmi.se. Aye, there is' a way 'or' selling an article 
which lit the same time sells the Lord. When the moral. 
light.··l:!ur~I! ... Jow; .. vice!!. begin to .parad·e,.as virtues .. anq , 
it may come to be that we are scarcely' 'aware of the_ 
delusion. ' , ...-J,. 'H. JOWETT, ' 

BOOKS AND' BOOKLETS 
By DR.' T. J. SHIELDS 

" :"', 

. made a loud'. profession of obeying the 'word cif the Lord . 
. (verses ·.13, 20..), throwing .. up a smoke-ilcreen, as .it were,. to 

. .. . ,c!)y~r his, s~n •. ' :alit,': I!:las',: ,~hE! ip.n<K;~ht s~eep .gave hii,n ~way.; 
.. ..theIr .!bleating ,was IJ]ost mconvement· for hIm. .In va~n do 

. , '.', J;Iien. ~eek t«(hi~e' tliejr. sin fr~m tlie Lor~ (Numb. 32:23; 
_ Provo 28:18; Isa. '59:12; Gal. 6:7). ':..' .-

':Th. Plot That. FaiJed" , ' 2.00 . 
: . "Other L1ttl. ·Ship." ~.oo . .-

Special'1llustrated 'Numb~r of S.pt; 28 __ . .25 • :' . 
," "Russellism or Ruth~rforclisni", 71 pa,ge. . _ ~s' 

.:.' ' ... :' It,is a cowardly device to ,blame otJters'for.one's.sin, and 
, . ' . .: '. it, ii(alsQ Useless. (,Detit. 24:26; Jer. '31:29, 30.; 'Ezek. 18:20.; 

~I ...... _'. 

.': I • 

. ,,: .. ~ . .. 

. ,Rom .. 14:1~). Saul~1i claim that he· feared the people (verse 
24); ~d that the. people spared' tl).~ /bes-t:of the sheep (verses' 
15,21) ·differs gre'atly from the Divine record of the blcil:lent, 
:w1!icll infor.rns. us' .~hB!t SaU'li1~d ~)te, .people spared· .A!g8ig al).d 
the :be~t of. the sheep (verse 9); All a matter df fact, it was 
not' a case of 'Si!;ul yielding to' the wishes of the people, but 
of. the people,fbllowing the lea~ers'hip .of their king. Of them­

.. 'selves .they pro~a'bly would never have thought of disobeying. 
.~ .. 
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How: to Say-

• 

52.'Ti~es -a Year 
, / - I ~ 

Have' you friends and relati~es who love the glad sOood of the gqod news? Send Tl!E GOS­
PIfL WIT~ESS to th~ir doo~ FIFTY-TWO 'times-next year as a rem~nder of yQ~ good ~~es. _Or 
do you know of some·persons who you think might· be specially benefited .and blessed by Its weekly 
Gospel message? Or do you. know of others who ought to be informed. on the great issu~ of 

. Protestantism? . Does your pastor receive this paper? . Or have you missionary friel!ds wtto would 
like. to receive it, but cannot afford to-.pay for it? . 
_ . THE GOSPEL WITNESS is the only weekly Journal of its kind and its regUlar visi~s will 
make a Christmas present of unusual value and. blessing. Subscribe now fo! your friends. . 

If . you wish to share 'your biessin~. by sending' 'The Gospel Witness to a friend, wr~te 
his or her name below aDd we 'will send a gift card notifying your friend of your gift subsCrip­
tion in his name. 

Please ~nter the following G~FT subscription to The Gospel Witness' and sen" . a -gift 
card to my friend, whose name is: 

- .. 
. . ': ......... , ....... :; .............................. : ............... ~, .. : ....... :.: ..... Addr~ ....................... :.-................. ~ ..................... ~ ...... . 

M . .-y name 18 ......... ;, ... : .................................................... My Address is ...... : ..................................................... . 
. . , 

- 0 . 
My remittanc~ is e~closed: $3.00 for ONE gift subscription 

$6.00 -for TWO gift subscriptions 

.' PI~ase send my (i-iend.·the free ~90k for a premium of which I have circled the ri~b~-Di 
the bst below: '. . . ,/ 

This paper is a printed ~issionary, a~d carries-no advertisements. "The regulariss~~s contai~ 16 pagel. 
. The Subscription price is $3.00 for 52 issues. WITH' EVERY NEW' SUBSCRIPTION we will give one of ifle four following 
books as a premium: . 

I. Blc:'keney's M~nual of Romish ~ontroversYI by Dr. R. P. Blakeney, 316 pages. -
2. Popery in Its Social Aspects, by Of. R. P. Blakeney, 326 pages. . . . . 
3. The Prodigal and-His Broth~r, or The Adventures of a Modern Young Man, by Dr. T. T. Shields, 132 pages. 
4. - The Priest, The Woman and The C~nfessional, by Father Chiniquy, 144 pages. . 

(a) Please s,nd to the' undersigned for one month's trial "THE GOSPEL WITNESS" • 
. (b) Please send "THE GOS;PEL WITNESS" and Premium No. ______________ to the undersigned 'for which find $3.00 

enclosed. '. ...• 
(c) And also books (or book) num-bered __________ for which' find $ ____________ enclosed. 

Please send "';e o,ne copy of FIFTY YEARS IN THE CHURCH OF ROME, by Fat~er Chiniquy, for which I 
enclose' $3.75. . ., • 

NAME -------------------------------------~-
ADDRESS ------------------------------------
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