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"My Grace fs Sufficient for Thee" 
A.Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preached in Jarvis 'Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Morning, June 25~h, ~944 

(Stenographically Reported) 

"My grace is sufficient for thee; for my strength is 
made perfect in weaJmess."-! Cor. 12:9.-- . -

THE Apostle Paul was, in IIJany respects, a highly THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS ALL-SUFFICIENT GRACE? What 
privileged man. 'He was a man whom natul'e itself does the 'Lord mean in this particular passage when He· 

had lavishly endowed with 'superior capacities and quali- speaks of "My grace"? I have frequently said to· you 
ties. He had been privileged to take advantage of all the through the years that there is no word more generally 
learning of the schools of his day. Hi'S enemies said m·isunderstood . than that great word, "grace", and there 
of h1im: "Muc'h learning doth make thee mad." And is no word in any language that j's so difficult to define: 
then 'by divine grace he was called: into the fellowship of it is, in fact, an indefina·ble word i it is impossible, ade­
the saints, and separated unto the gospel of Christ, and quately, to define it. 'But it is on·e of the great words of 
made an a'postle of the Lord Jesus, He was divinely Scripture, and, we ought to have some idea of what the 
chosen as one of the principal media through whom God Lord means when He speaks of His "grace"., We al'e 
communicated hi'S word to the world, anq because of told that "the grace .. of God that 'bringeth salvation hath 
that there was given to him an "abundance· of revela- app·eared to all men"; and "by grace are ye saved through 
tions", so that he was privileged above many. faith; and that not of yourselves: it i'S the gift of God: 

'In this chapter he tells us of ~n experience Which was not of works, lest any inan should 'boast". 
-incidental to that divine equipment for his o'ffice--that !There is, then, a divine grace manifested in aU that 
he had be'en caught up·into paradise, into the thkd heav- is involved in the justification of the soul. We are saved 
en, and had ·seen things which were unutterable. With by grace, and 'by-grace alon'e, and we are not to think 
all these special privileges even he apparently was in of grace as being merely. one, of the tender elements of . 
danger of b'eing "exalted above measure", so there was the divine· character. We thin'k of grace as representa­
given to him 'a thorn in the flesh. There is.!!o II)eans tive of pity, compassion, of goodness, mercy, :and o.f love. 
of knOWing woat it was, but it would 'appear to ·have been It is all that; but we had never been justified if that 
some phy~ical in·firmity, incapacity, or d,isahiIity under were all that had been included in the grace of 'God. 
which he fretted, and for the removal of which he thrice· Grace includes 'also all the sterner elements of the divine 
sought the Lord. But the Lord refused to remove that character: judgment, righteousness, jus·tice, faithfuln'ess, 
thorn in the flesh, saying, "My grace is sufficient for power-all these with mercy, and love, and goodness, 
thee. I will not remove your trouble, but I will give. and . pity, and patience, 'indeed, all the 'qualities of God 
you grace to endure it." And then He add~d: "My, Himsel'f, all that ,God is was involved in th'e. salvation of 
strength"-lbat is the power of IGod'-"ls made perfecM' the soul. We sometimes see a phl'ase nowadays in con­
-and i's ·supremely exhibited through. hu~n weakness. nection with the war, that such and such an action was 

I want you to look at that very famlhar and fre- an "all-out" effort .. When God··undertook to save you 
quently ... quoted text this morning in the hope 1!hat we and me 'He went "all out"; He reserved nothing. No'tb­
may understand something af its ,rich content. ing of the divine resource was left out. And so we are 

justified 'by grace, as we are ju'stlfied by faith. 
t. 'Further,'being "justified by faith, we have peace with 

I begin by· enquiring WHAT Is INTENDED' WHAT, II! God through our Lord Jesus Christ: by whom also we 
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have access by. faith into this grace wherein we stand, 
• and rejoice ,in hope of the glory of God". We speak 

Qf being, as Christians, in a state of grace; ~e have 
a sta:nding place;' we are within the cii"cle of the divine,' 
favour. We are tb,e subjects of the operation of, the 
multiplied ministries of Deity to the bankrupt souls, of 
men. ,And we rejoice in this grace, and in this grace, 
made secure' ev~rlastingl1 by the grace of 'God, we re-, 
joice in the hope of the glory of 'God. That is where we 
live, that is our address: "in this grace wherein we ' 
stand". All that was involved in the atonement, in the ' 
gift of the Lord Jes'us 'Christ, in his endu,rance of our 
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• "punisp.ment in our behalf, and so we are justified be­
caus'e the grace of IGod has 'abounded toward the chief 
of sinners. . 

But the grace here spoken of, is an extension of that 
principle. I may put it thus: the grace of ,8,anctification; 
Because sanctification is the divine process' which extends 
from the new birth -to our ultimate, glo,rification in 
heaven:" It means the education of the soul, the cultiva­
tion of our spi'rituaI nature, the development of the new 
man, as the old' ma'n is pgJ; off, and the new man put 
on, till we grow up into Him in all things; Who is our 

, Head, at last attaining to the measu,re of the stature 
of the fulness of Chrjst. ' ~ . 
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.. ' 
What is involved in the education of the soul? The 

child's education does not consist exclusively. in what \ is 
sometimes called, colloquially, "book learning": but in 
certain disciplines. The old educators used to speak of to Me. Let Me look after you, and you will find that 
various subjects'as so many "disciplines", whether Greek, ,my grace is sufficient for yo.u". 
or Latin: or Mathematics, or 'Grammar, or Science, or' What did He mean by 'His grace? I have told you' in 
what not. These subjects were so many disciplines set oone way or another' a thousand ·times that th~ grace of 
before the 'student in order that his mind might be disci- God is just another name for --God Hi~self: not a part 
plined and developed, 'that he might become, intellectu- of Him, something apart from Him; not like a pre-

, ally, a man of vigour. And these subjects were disciplin- scription to take-no; grace means that God limself 
arY'instrumentalities, or media. through whic~ a certain comes. What he really said to 'Paul was: "Paul, I Fill 
mental discipline was exercised. You can read-ily discern be with -fOU; I will stay with you all the ~ime. My grace, 
the man whose mind has been exercised in such matters, all the i"esources of my treasury, ·are at· your command. 

, just as you can discern the man who .has deyeloped I will see that you 'ro not want .... ,And that is His promise, 
-physical power. Compare the man whose' muscles are to us. He not only forgives our sins, but He comes to 
not developed, who tires at the' least exertion with the live with us, and stand by us, to be our gracious Helper 
athlete' whose muscles are developed.. 'Put a big load in all the circumstances of life. 
upon hi!! shoulders, and he starts OJlt oli a long day's 
march as though it were nothing. That dQes not mean 
that he has greater physical powers than others: it only 
means that all those physical potentials bave.',been de­
veloped, strengthene!i, 'and enlarged, until he is a strong, 
vigorous man. ISo, mentally' and spiritually, we need 
certain discipline, And here the Lord tells us that Hi'S. 
grace is a sufficient tutor, a sufficient master, a suffi­
cient trainer and director ,of all our ways. ~e says in 
effect: "My grace is quite . sufficient for you. You will 
not need to go into any other store." When'Ruth came 
back w,Ith her 'arms filled with the .gleani:n.gs of the day, 
NaomI, 'seeing her, said, in effect: "Ruth you did not 
get that from o-rdinary gleanings. Someone ~cis~ have 
taken knowledge of you, and let fall some handfuls of 
purpose for you. ,Tell me ~bout it?" And Ruth told' 
that sweet story of Boaz, who had told her to glean after 
his reapers'; 'and at lunch time had brought her where he 
was, and had given her some special love token. When 
Naomi heard the story she said to her: "You keep fast 
by his reapers, and let tp.em"" not. find you in any other 
fields. The fields of Boaz are quite sufficient for you. 
Just follow hard after him, and' you wilI'be well taken 
careof." That is what" the Lord says to us: "Keep close 
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Now !lit -us see WHY THis WAS 'SAID. P,aul had' a' 
thorn in the flesh, some physical 'disabiJity, I do not 
know what it,was, and I do not care---:l am ratlier glad 
it is unspecified .. It just means this, that God'leaves to 
everyone of us some. circumstantial, or persona'l, disa-, 
,bility, or incapacity, which, makes it necessary for us to 
lean on Him. He does not cut us off from Himself'so 
that we, as the children say, sometimes, go on OUi" own. 
I was going along the street one day, and I saw a little bit 
of a girl, about thr~e or four years of age. Her mother 
held her by the hand, and almost car:ried her ·along. 
And I sa~,....that little child pull 'her hand aw~y, as she 
said: "I want to' go on my own." And so she began 
toddling by' hers'elf, but pretty 'soon she was flat on the 
SIdewalk. ,Then the mother \ stooped, down, picked her 
up, and did not let her '''go on her ow:n" again. God 
leaves eno,ugh in life for us to make US find we cannot 
"go on ou,r own". As soon as the prodigal received his 
portion of goods, he took his journey' into a far country. 
As soon as we thirik we are sufficient 'of ourselves, we are 
tempted to want to go oli our own, and to leave God 
out of the' reckoning., And .so· in' his grace and mercy 
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He leaves something to keep us humble. \ There is not· the cross upon which he was' to be cruci~ied. I knew 
one of us who does not need something to keep ,us humble .• both of them, and ~ felt if that .were so, it would be a 
If we had any sense 'at all we should not only be, humble, case of mutual crucifixion. No; it was not circumstan­
'bu( humiliated, always, in the dust. But beeause we tial in Paul's case~ nor is it in yours. It'is some per­
have not any sense, we have to have SO!lle kind of thorn sonal thing, inside, 'something. that YQU cannot remove, 
in the flesh. I· do nOt· know what yours is, but'it will be 'and you 'have prayed, and prayed again, and you say, 
something that you do not wel~ome. There are many "It ,is. stilI here," I tal'ked to a man when I was away, 
things such as we sling about thrs morning: . and he said, "The Lord has answered many of my pray-

ers, I have not the slightest doubt about it; but there is . 
"My God, I thank Theel Who hast made one thing I pray for again and again, and I just don't The earth so '/brignt, 
So full·of splendour and of joy, ' get any answer." Well, he did ,get an answer, but .not 

Beauty and light! " in the way he expected. Paul's Prayer was answered', but· 
So many glorious things are here, the thorn was not removed. 'Perhaps thl!t will explain 

Noble imd "f.,.ht." 'd "I 't .- some things to you. Perhaps you have 'sal .: , s I any 
But when we came 'to the verse: use to pray? I prayed that the L.ord would remove cer­

tain things, and He has not done 'so~" It does not follow 
"I thank Thee more that all my joy that He has not heard you,r prayer;, but He does ,not 

Is touched' with paii1; think. it wise to do as you ask Him to do, and so He 
, That shadows fallon brightest. hours, leaves the thorn in the flesh. 

That thorns remain; 
So that earth's bliss may be my ,guide, And tlfere is another principle. Paul identified this 

And not my chain"- . thorn as a messenger of Satan to bUffet him. Have you 

I (I th thO k d'd t' 't h t'l D'd ever thought of ISatan as an instrument in the divine .ra er In you I no SIng qUI e so ear I y. I - .' , d t . h . d 
t 'th' elf "I . h B b k h d economy to brIng us to our senses; an eac us WIS om you no /!lay WI In yours , .WlS ur aD' a per", d t' .? I .. t b I', . th t G d 's 

fected a rose without thorns !" We should like. to have an p~ I~nce. ' reJoice ~ e leve a our 0 I 
. .' .. . f sovereign even over. the DevIl. ,Read about Job, and you 

all the special privIleges Without the disadvantages 0 'n th t h'i th Lo d ·tted the Devil to 
life. But that would not ,be good .for us. In flole Old w~ s,ee a w lee r perm.1 . " 
Testament the Lord said to His people that He had left worry Job, He 'had a tether, and He said,. Y?U may go 

.' ,. .. ' so far, and no farther. Do not touch hiS hfe." The 
,certaIn of the enemy In :Canaan. He did not give them D'I d 'th th L d 't's hl'm' to do \ 

I t . t II t . d H told' th h' eVI can 0 no more an e or, perml . comp e e VIC ory a a once, an ,e : em w y. I h "h d d' . f r whl'ch I w' a's ,4\>' 
'~If' I t" d t II '. th ave a a goo many experiences 0 were 0 es roy a yoqr enemies, very soon e f tl th D '1' 'bl' e I am stl'll 
b t f th f · Id . Id' th t per ec y sure e eVl wa's res pons I . . 
,eas s 0 e Ie wou Increase upon you so a your ' f't Y' "But we should not be' worried 

last state would be worse than your first. Therefore, sUJe 0 1 •• " ou say, . 
I am going to.leave. s~me of your enemies; 'but they will by the DevIl. Well, we are the ~eo~le he does worry. 
be equally the enemies of the 'beasts of the field. And A messenger of Satan to buffet us. I do. not know, 
so a balance will be maintained." There is a balance in what y?ur messenger may be, but you wIll have to 
everything .. H you destroy certain things which you endure It. 
call pests, you ,find .that, you have destroyed the devourer 
of some 'bigger pests. If you interfere with the 'balance 
of nature, you find that you have made a world of 
trouble for yourself. In the divine economy there is 
an Ejqual balance. It is not all sunshine. There must 
be clouds, there must be the thorn in the flesh, tO'balance 
things, and'drive us back to 'God. And this text Says' that 
the Lord will not answer our prayer 'by removing all these 
things. I don't know 'what they are, but I confess I have 

'had 'plenty of' the thorns in the flesh, and "J .don't like 
them. If we get a splinter in our finger, what a fuss 
we make about it! It can set up, a fe!!tering sore, and 
you want it removed immediately. 

ISome things in life are unpleasant. If I were to say 
, . to you this morning, "How are you'?" you would answer, 

"Oh, I am pretty well, but ... " . "But what?" "Well-". 
'IWelI, what ?!' "Oh, tlie thorn in-the flesh!" Yes! I 

. ,spoke to a broth~r last night who said, "I am pretty 
well, aU but.,my eyesight." If it is not your sight, it is 
your hearing, and if it is not that you say, "I cannot taste 
anything." I met a man once who could not smell any­
.thing. He told .me t11at in a restaurant where they 
were co!)king onions, and I. congratulated him on his 
disability. There is always somethirig that if it were 
not for that, life would be all right. ,Some cynic said 
that 'Paul was married, and that was his thorn in the 
flesh! There is no scriptural warra~t for that, nor, 
thank 'God, does the experience of many lend probability 
to such a view. Had it been a ihorn]ess rose we might 
agree. A man wrote me once saying that his wife was 

III. 
Now HERE'COMES THE PROMISE:' ~'My grace is suffi­

cient for thee". "I won't remove that circumstantial, 
or personal, troub!e:' I am going to leave you with it, 
but I will help you to endure it, and I will see ,that you 
don't go under." That is a principle operative jn the 
divinely ordered life. We are told that·if we had faith 
as a grain of mustard seed we could say to this mountain 
"Be removed". In the divine providence-some mountains 
are removed-but some are not. 'God does not remove 
all mountains, but He' .does give us strength to cUmb 
them. '''Thy sho~s shall be iron B;nd brass". "But I 
don't want to wear shoes oJ 'iron and brass' : i! should 
like to wear !a' dainty drawing-room slipper that would 
be appropriate to :heavy, luxurious, ca,rpets, where my 
tired feet will be hospitably received. I don't want iron 
and brass." I wonder what some of you ladies would 
look.like if you had shoes of iron and 'brass! How would 
you walk, after being propped, up ~m the, stilts that you 
call heels? If you had to travel 'some of the roads that 
our men have to walk on in 'Italy and F,rance, you would . 
want a shoe that had a good understanding. I rather 
like the English style. You' see women with walking 
stick, . and· good shoes, going out for a walk. They do 
not walk on stilts. "Thy shoes shall be i·ron and brass." 
What do we want shoes of iron and brass for? For stony' 
roads! The Lo:rd says: "I am not going to pave the 
roads down here-you will' find the streets ·paved with 
gold in Heaven, but not here; the road wilJ be rough, 
and ,rocky, and steep, but I will give you shoes appropri-
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. . 
ate to circumstances and as thy days so shall thy' strength. of 'God. We are' resigned because we cannot do any­
be." • thing else.. We' cannot help ourselves, and we resigri 

Turn back 'the pages of history and' see what"'God has ourselves to it reluctantly. How many people :r.. have 
done. When the children of Is,rael went' out of Egypt seen like that! afflicte-d with sickness, adversity, troU'ble 
they were pursued ,by Pharaoh and all his hosts. God . in their family, trouble in thei,r business-all sorts of 
did not send an angel to stop Pharaoh, to prevent the difficulty: And when you talk with them they say, "I 
mobilization of the Egyptian army and the horses and. am sQrry. It is a cloudy imd dark day. We cannot help.' 
chariots of war: He let them come. And Israel were ·it. 'But I am res-igned." Well, that is a n~gative atti­
filled with fear when thf! enemy was seen in 'hot pursuit. tude; mere resignation will never bring you 'blessing. , 
But when He at last opened a path through the ·sea, He No, no! Let us look upon whatever God sends to us' 
stood 'by them, and overwhelmed their foes. When the as the very 'best, and say: "If 'God sends it to me I will 
Philistine giant insultingly challenged the' might of welcome it more than a crown, for it is ,God's way to 
Israel, and all Israel WE)re terrified, God did not strike exaltation ·and 'coronation;" then may we glory in our 
down the giant, nor send an angel to cut off his head- infirmities, that the. power of, God may .rest upon us. 
no; He laid his hand upon a shepherd lad, who', with his Have you ever found yourself utterly unable for a 
shepherd's sling and stone, brought down 'the giant. task, . incompetent ? Have yo'u ever said, "I don't know 
That is how God does it. 'And whEm the Persian 'king what to do. T have nothing to say. I don't know which 
signed a decree which wa:s desigI).ed by his enemi~s to way to turn." Then you leaned upon 'God. ,And He 
be the death-warrant of 'Daniel, the Lord did' not para- helped' you., .. 
lyze' the king's hand:' He let him sign the decree. And· Years ago, before our revolution, I preaclted a certain 
when they got the den of lions ready, the Lord did not Sunday" evening. Later iI\ a 'Deacons' meeting a Detlcon, 
blast the lions out of existence: He left them there . who was supposed to be a very intelligent man a very 

. hungry, roaring for their prey, waiting for Daniel to distinguished lawyer, referl"ed to this sermon. 'He said: 
come. Then I always think of Him, when the time' "'That must have taken months to prepare: it was' a 
came, as a: father taking a child by \he hand and saying: gem." I did not tell him that it was not prepared at 
"Come on, Daniel, we will go into the den of lions to- all.. It had just 'happened that Sunday evening that 
gether. They won't know you, but -they will know Me, it seemed impossible for me to preach at all. I went to 
and when I am beside you they. will not touch you." the Lord, and said, "Lord, I have not a thing to say. I 
Daniel went into the den of lions, 'and they did not have not even a text. Help me out. I have just got to 
touch him. And afterwards he said: "My ,God hath go. Give me a text,'~ I got the text, and went to church, 
sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they and the Lord did the rest. l believe that· He does that 
have not 'purt me," Well, a muzzled lion cannot '~ur~ YOU'. when we are in a tight corner; when we are weak and 
God may let us face the lions, but-He won't let the lions do not know what to. do but cast . ourselves upon Him, 
devour us. and say, "Lord, this iE! Thine hour; I can do nothing." 

'The same was true of the Hebrew children. :He al- Then God comes in and His strength is made perfect in' 
lowed the king to sign the decree, and to heat the furnace weakness, and as we glory in our infirmIties, the power 
seven times hotter than it was wont to be heate.d, and of God rests upon us. And so the sum of it all is this: 
He allowed them to throw the three Hebrew children 
.right into the burning"fire, but !He came beside them, and 
said, "I am going too." And the fire had no power 
over them:. . . 

"When through fiery trials thy 'Pathway shall lie, 
:My ,grace, all-suf!icient, shaill be thy supp11: 
The flame shall not hurt thee: I only deSIgn 
Thy dross to. consume, and thy gold to refine." 

'I address you, Christians of experience. Look backD 
, for a moment and tell me what is the greatest blessing 
that ever came tQ, you since you became' a Christian? 
Think of what it was, what it is' now, 'perhaps, and ask 
yourself this question,: "Row did it come to be?" I 
think you will generally find in the ·backgrouna. some 
thorn in the flesh, something that you feared, something 
that terrified you, but in the end which proved your 
g,reatest blessing. 

That is my simple message to you this morning: "My 
grace".-which must be God Himself-~'is 'sufficient for 
thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness." 
There is no danger of your ever being too humble for 
God .to use 'you! There is. no danger of our ever being 
too small! No possibility of our ever being too weak! 
His strength is made perfect through weakness. All that 
He ,requires is that we should accept His will for us as 
Paul did, and say-: "Very well, I will ,,8'lory in my infirm­
ity if that is ,God's way for me. 'I will take it and"rejoice 

. in it." 
But remember it is one thing .to be resigned to the 

will of God:. it is another thing to rejoice in the 'will 

"Judge not the Lord iby feeble sense, 
But trust H.m for .His grace; 

Behind a frowning providence 
He :wears a smiling face. . 

'~His purpos~s will ripen fast, 
Unfolding every hour; 

The bud may have a bitter taste, 
. But sweet will !be the flower. 

"Blind unbelief is sure to err, 
And scan 'His work in vain; 

God is 'His own interpreter, 
, And He will make it plain." 

AN EXAMPLE OF FAITH' 
'Suppose a fire iii the upper room of a' house, and the 

people gathered. in the street. A child is in -the upper 
story: how 'is he to 'escape? He cannot leap down - that 
were to. be dashed to pieces. A s'trong man comes be­
neath and cries, "Drop into my arm's." It is a part of 
faith to know tha:t the man 'is"thel!e; it is another pad 
of faith to believe that t'he man is strong; but the' es­
sence of faith lies in dropping down ·into the man's arms. 
So, sinner,' thou art to 'know that Christ died for sin; 
thou art also to und'erstand th'atChris't i,s able to save, 
and thou art to beli~ve that; but thou' are not saved, un­
less, in addition to that, thou puttest thy trust in Him 
to be thy Saviour, and to be thine forever: -', 

. ~SPUBGEON 
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SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET 

Dr. Philpot in Jarvis $tr,eet 
La.st Sunday evening 0.1'. P., W. PhPpot preached. in 

JarvIs -,Street. He is always a welcome visitor for' he 
never fails. to exalt Christ and to edify his hearers. 
Dr. Phil~ot is a veteran so far as years of service go, 
but physI~ally and, best of all, spiritually, his youth is 
renewed lIke the eagle's. He loves to soar into the heav· 
enly places. On :Sunday night a great company of those 
who love the glad sound rejoiced with this great preacher 
of the Word in the sublime joy of being saved. We trust 
that it is not a jealoul[!ly guarded secret that thi's youth­
ful preacher is to celebrate .His eighty-eighth birthd'ay 
in the near future. We are sure ·that GOSPEL WITNESS 
readers would like to be among the first to join with us 
in saying, "Many happy returns, .p,r. Philpot!" 

WHEN WILL THE GREAT REVIVAL COME? 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preached in Jarvis 'Street Church, 'Sunday Morning, 
June 27th, 1926 

('Stenographically Report~) 

"Brin'g,y~ ~l th.e tithes into the storehouse, that there 
may ,be meat m mme house, and prove me now herewith 
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the win: 
dows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there 
shall not :be room enough to receive it. ' 

"And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes and 
he shall not destroy the fruits of your gI'Qund; n~ither 
shall your vine cast her fruit befQre the time in the field 
saith the Lord of' hosts. ' 

"And, all nations shall eml you !blessed: for ye shall be 
a delightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts." 

-Mal. 3:10-12 

Rev. John Knight of Jamaica THIS t~xt is ·frequently used when a collection is in 
A week ago Sunday the pulpit of Jatvis Street Church \ pro~pect,. ·l?ut I ~ave no intention of employing it in 

was filled at the Sund·ay morning service by Rev. John tha~ ~ay thl~ .mormng. I have obsen:ed that s?me o~ 
Knight of Ja'maica. Brother Knight and his wife, nee the ~Igh.er ~rItIcs who see~ to have. serIOUS doub~s as to, 

,. Georg~na Batt, were members of the first .graduating t~e mspI,ratIo~aI?d author.lty ~f ScrIpture, are qUIte con­
class m Toronto Baptist S'eminary. We well remember vmced that t~IS IS authorItatIve .when .... t~ey. are abou~ to 
the night when the late Dean 'Stockley handed this young take a collectIon! .1 have sometImes sa~d m t~e l!mted 
couple their g,raduation diplomas. ' Since then they have States that the;e. IS ~t l~ast. one portIon o~ Scrlptu~e 

. Iaboured ,f.aithfully for twenty-four years in very dim-· about ~hose dIvme msplratIon and authorIty certam 
cult field in Jamaica with much fruitfulness, maintaining ~od~rDlsts 'have not the shadow of a doubt-and that 
a strong clear testimony for the truth of the Gospel de-· ~s thl"S te:ct ; fo! they are very fond of talking about bring­
spite modernism on the one hand and indifference and mg the tIthes mto the storehouse. 
worldliness on the other. Mr. Knight's evident genuine- I shall not speak particularly about the duty of tithing 
ness and love of the Go~pel captured the hearts of our this morning: but rather, about the privilege of thus 
Jarvis 'Street family, who, had a s,hare in his support for recognizing the Lord. Nor shall I have time to discuss 
many years. At the close of the service a retiring offer- the principle of the tithe. I think I may take it for 
ing: was received that amounted to more than $500.00. We grante~, that you remember that God demanded of His 
mention that ·this fund is still open as some friends of people in ancient times one-tenth' of all He gave' them. 
·Mr. ,Knight's arEl seeking to secure a car for him to use The Levites were separated to the service of the Lord, 
in Jamaica, In order to multiply his usefulness. , and were given no inheritance or lot among their brethren 

In the absence of Dr. Shields,· Rev. H. C. Slade preached in the land of ,Canaan. All the other tribes had a por-
at both evening services during the past two weeks with tion of land, but the Levites had none; 'they were sepa- '. 
much profit and blessing. rated to' a spiritual servic~ to serve the tabernacle; and 

THE EDITOR'S ILLNESS 
Dr. -Shields' physician and surgeon report that he 

is making good ,progress since his operations. Two 
operations within one week proved a shock to his system 
and under the 'circumstances his progress toward recovery 

. is all that could reasonably be expected, but his physician 
has recommended quietness and rest for him for at least 
two weeks. 

Dr. -Shields wishes us fo' say that he greatly 
appreciates the prayerful· interest of his friends. 

. CARICATURING THE TRUTH 
"A m~n's nose i's a promiI,lent feature in ,his face,· hut 

it is possible to make it so large that eyes and mouth and 
everything else are thrown into insignificance, and the 
drawing becomes a caricature and not a por.trai,t. So cer­
tain important 'doctrines of, the gospel can be so pro­
claimed to 'excess as to throw the rest of the truth into 
the s'hade, and the preaching is no longer the gospel in 
its natural beauty:but a caricature of the truth; of which 
caricature, however, let me say, some pebple seem to be 
mightily fond." . 

-'C. H. SPURGEON. 

. " 

I 

they welie maintained there in that service by the tithes 
of the people; being, themselves, however, ,required to 
tithe, for they also were commanded to 'bring tithes into 
the storehouse. Abraham paid tithes to Melchizedeck; 
and in the epistle to the Hebrews that fact is referred 
to, in order to show the' greatness of Melchizedek, "Con­
sider how great this man wa's" unto whom even the 
patriarch Abraham gave the tithe of the spoils." 

'Thus our tithing recognizes God. ,And it is on that 
principle of the recognition of the Divine in human life 
that I speak eSp'ecially tMs morning; and on that recog­
nition as a term; as a condition, of spiritual blessing. 

I . 
Well then, to begin: the rendering of the tithe to the 

Lord involves A R~COGNITION OF GOD IN THE REALM OF 
THE MATERIAL AND TEMPORAL; it takes God into the work­
shop, and into the office, and into the counting-house, and 
into the kitchen, into the family counsels-it takes God in: 
to evel'y department of life, and recognizes His Lordship 
over temporal and material things. The temple· was a 
symbol of the presence of God,! it was called the house 
of God, it was a proPhecy of that condition of H~e whereof 
it shall be said, "The tabernacle of God is with men, and 
he will dwell with them." And the maintenance of the 
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temple, ·and of the tabernacle 'bef~re it,. 'was recognized - then give God thanks for that fact, and ·recog~ize Him in 
as th~ maintenance of 'God's house, it was a place where that fact. ,,_ . 
God dwelt in the midst of His people. And the church. I know .these are but commonplaces, but they are. the 

. is spoken of as "the house of God": it. is the place where impOl'tant elements in life after all, for to-morrow we 
He particularly and peculiarly dwells. ·Of course He is shall not be in church: we shall be in ou·r various places 
everywhere, and w~ cannot ellcape the divine 'Presence. of business-:--the shop, the office, or. wh~rever we are 
He does-not ,dwell "in temples made with. hands".; but employed. Is your God a Gpd Who IS wIth you seven 
He does dwell in the midst of His believing people, and days a week? Does He go with you .to work in the morn­
where two or three are gathered in His name there He ing? And do you recognize tpat your time-for time 
is .in the midst. . - is an element in all this-that your time belongs to God; 
. 'The very .pres~nce of the church in the ea.rth is in and a.u the prod.uct of the day's l~bour? Are you goi?g. 
itself a recognition of God; and this payment of the to brIng ?,~ur tIthe. to God,. and a~ an ~ct of worshIp, 
tithe is' a recognition .of God in the material and tem- . of re~OgDltIon ?f HI~ propneto.rs'hIP, as. well as an. ex­
poral realm. Nowadays God is too largely forgotten even pressl0!l of your g.~atItud~ to HIm for HI~ goodness, ar~. 
on 'Sundays-but, very generally, religion is a sort of you gOIng to. say, ~,thls I h~ve ear!led· by my labo~r, 
Sunday experience. 'But the payment of the tithe brings an~ I recogDlze that In Thee I[ lIve and move a~d have my 
God to a daily recognition on the part of every man and beIn~, that my breath eame from Thee, t~at m! heart 
woman who believes His name, not merely'in spiritual contInues to beat at ThY'c0!Dma~d, that ThIne ~re all.~y 
things, in the affairs of the spirit, but it has to do with ways, that all that ~ h~ve IS !hIne-rfor. every ~ood g!ft 
our bodies,-with the clothes we wear, with the fooa we and every pe.rfect gIft IS. from above-al!-d of thIS whIch 

. -.eat, with the houses.we dwell in, with th.e cars we ride .T.hou ha~t,gl,ven to me, In. acc.sorda~ce Wlt~ Thy W?rd·, I 
, in, ~ith our pleasures, our recreations-with all the. YI~ld b~ck to Thee that Wh,lCh IS T~l~e own, for I w~ll n~t 

material concerns of life. . When we come to a recogni- be. num~~;,ed amon~ those W?O r?b God o~ tha~ whl~~ IS 
tion· of our obligation to 'God iI,l the matter of the. tithe, HIS .~u~ .' Th:re IS. a b!essIng In the ,dally recognItIon 
there is no expression of life, in a material way, that does of God In materIal thIngs .. 
notl.require the recognition of ·Go'd.· . 

Wh 
. II. '. , 

at sort of.~ God is yours? Nowadays, you know; Then, ,in: the next plAce, this giving of th~ tithe RECOG-
He is almost elbowedlout of the material universe; or, if NIZES GOD AS A MIRACLE-,WORKING 'GOD. ·OUr renaering of 
He is there at all, then He is shut up in the c.osmic order. the tithe is an act of faith. As I speak to you of this this 
Science has ach·ieved its purpose -science falsely so- mornihg,some of you will say, "Well, Pastor, that is' 
called'-and has pushed the great First Cause back as far all very weli- if you have a certain income; s.o that you 
as possible, has pus'hed Him-so far back, indeed, that we ·can.see clearly that when you have deducted the tither-

- cannot. see Him, nor know Him, and IRe cannot hear us. you still,have enough' to live on. If I could 'be sure that' 
,when we pray. Surely there. never was a day ·wJ:\en it . the nine-tenths would pay my way-well then, I should 
was m()re ·necessary that ·God's people should recognize have no objection. But the fact is, I cannot make ends 
that He is 'Lord of the material world, th'at He does con- meet as it is." That is why you cannot make ends meet! 

·trol material things, and that it is still true that all "Oh," but you say, "it is nonsense fo talk like that­
things -: including the material- that all things - my ninety cents cannot be made to go as far as a: dollar ... · 
.t,?ols, iny clothing, my food, my money; all these· things Quite true; you cannot make ninety cents go as fa.r as a 
are a part of the universal orde.r upon .whiCh His soyer- I 
eign hand is .placed, and' which by the beneficent wisdom dol ar, but our 'God can. Our sovereign God can make one 

cent buy as much as a·million if1JIe wants to. What does 
of the counsels of His gracious will, are made to work He say here ?-"I will rebuke the dev:purer for you!" 
together f?r go.od to them .that love 'god. sa:kes. I will look after your fieJQs, you farmers, I will 

I say, that the payment of the tithe· is a .recognition 
of God's proprietorship in the realm of the material. 
What is your money? Hpw did you get it? "Well," you 
say, "I worked for it"-I think that is probably true so 
far as this congregation is concerned.. IA great many 
people get money for which they do not work; but what . 
do you mean by your work?, "Well," some man says, "I 
wrought with JDY hands."· Some other man says, "I 
wrought with my brain"-and he thinks he has the 
monopoly· of brains! But there has got to be a brain 
behind the manual worker, or his work will not be of 
much value. What is money? It is the product of'your, 
life, your thinking, your physical labour, all there is of 
you: But remember, it is the Lord thy God· that giveth 
thee power to get wealth. If you have a mind to ·think, 
and phy~ical· strength to labour, if you are able by the, 
.output of your life to make' some contribution to the· 
wor.ld's weal for whIch you receive a certahi remunera­
tion, then it is 'God Whp h~s made you worth something 
to sO!Debody in this world. There are people' who are' 
worth nothing, physically or mentally, they are a bu.rden 

. and a car~; and if· you are able to maintain yourselves 
honestly, to ·earn your daily food and clothing and shelter, 

go into partnership with you, and the devoUl:er s.hall not 
destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine 

. cast her, fruit before the time in the field,' saith the Lord 
of hosts." He says, "I am Lord of 'the locusts, and the 
canker worm, and the palmerworm; I want you to recog­
nize Me as Sovereign in. this world which I have made; 
and I can make the earth bring forth and bud, and yield 
seed for the ·sower and bread for the eater. If you will 
only take Me into partnership, and trust Me, I will bless 
you; but I dema·nd .as a recognition of My partnership 
that you yield your tithe to Me, and let Me look after 
yopr fields." 

I wonder how' far' you and I do really believe in the 
supernatural, you orthodox Baptists? I was saying to 
someone last night that it is one thing to put· that Bible 
up on the shelf and say, "I ilelieve- the Bible f!"om cover 
to cover."-What -do you believe about the Bible? "I do 
not 'believe anything about the Bible--:J believe the 
Bible.'~ Well, what do you mean by that? "I mean it is 
the Word of God; I mean it is a supernatural Book, that 
it is full of promises of supernatural power; it tells me 
that God comes into human life, andeRe does t~ings that 
could not be .done by any other power." Very· well! it is 

" 

, 

"-
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not -difticult to put the Bible upon the s'pelf and argue 
like that-and there are tilns of thousands of super­
naturalists in the sense that they believe these things 
intellectually, in whose life the Bible has. no auth01'ity at . 
all. You may profilss to believe the Bi'ble, and be as 
orthodox as Paul in an intellectual way, and yet bring 
dishonour to the Word of God every time you speak about 
it. J.t is ,quite ,another thing,' however, to take the teach­
ings of the Bible and apply them to our own lives; and 
to carry-it with us into thil workshop, and'into the home, 
and everywhere else, and say, "I believe that Bible so 
implicitly that its prin$!lples shall be the law of my life; 
and whenever I find that Bible teaching me to do a 
certain thing, I will do it if it costs me my life, because 
I believe that it is the Word of 'God,; I will 'obey like 
Abraham when he said;, 'I wi}l give -even my son, my only 
son in whom all the promises for all the future a,re 
wrapped 'up. I 'will offer him up, and I 'will go down 
into death itself trusting "in the naked word 'of God'." 
Can you do that? . 

Well now, 'you fathers and mothers, let me makil' it 
t!>' very plain; very, very simple. It is a grea~ problem nQw~ 

days for many parents to know how to clothe their chil­
dren, how to feed them, and how to educat-e them-is 
that not so? When th,e children are in bed, the godly, 
father and 'mother sit' down and say, "Well now, look 
here, this, is an we }{ave; and Johnny needs boots"~and 
·so o~. An inventory is' taken of the family resources, 
and -of the family needs. "How shall we do it? How can 
we make ends meet?" Literally, sometimes t~at piece 
of cloth simply will not ~eet at aU. iW'hen the children 
grow out of their clothes-they do not grow out of their 
boots--:-they 'wear them out; and I suppose they mostly 
wear their clothes out too: but how shall the' family 
needs be met? These are simple things; but if our re­
ligiondoes not come into the ~amily and into the every, 
day life, it is not .of 'much use; if it 'doe.s not help tpe 
mother who has to face the problem of caring for her 
children, it is of very little practical use. You remember 
the Lord companied with fishermen, with m,en who sat 
at the seat of custom; He went into their homes, visited 
their sick: He was not aloof 'from them; He went about 
doing, good. 'And He is going about doing' good still, 
and I believe our religion is intended to help in all these 
famIly problems, the' problems ,of business, and of every 
other realm. , 

The question is this, my dea,r friends, when you sit 
down with these problems before you, have you learned 
to say, "We will put God first':? 'But some anxious mother 
-or is it a father-will say, '.'If we take that tenth, 
where shall we be? We shall be worse Off than ever!" 
But thil one who has learned to trust, says, "We will let 
God look after that, we will put God first. We will put 
Him first, becau/!le,the tenth is not ours anyway. Simple 
honesty requires that'we recognize 'God in the tenth, for 
until we have done that w'e a,re not even honest, we are 
robbing God. We must be horiest to, begin with, so we 
will put ,God first. Now, then, ,here we ·are with reduced 
resources-what shall we do? We will takil God at His 
Word; ,and we will dare to believe that no one did ever 
suffer in the :long rim, no one was ever defeated by obey­
ing the Word of God. We wi,ll obey the Word of God no 
matter what comes, and we will trust to' Him to look 

, after the nine-tenths.'" Do you not see how that kind of 
thing, brings us to our knees? Do you, not see how that 
,requires that we trust God to work a ,real miracle? 

"Well," rou say, "I dq not see how r cando it. You 

- , -

~know, I. have a big doctor's bill." Perhaps if you had 
recognized ,God you would not have it,-I do not know~ 
But i-nsome way or other that I cannot explain, He re­
bukes the' devourer. If I could explain it, we sho)lld be 
able to walk by sight. But we are to walk by faith; and 
we are thus to recognize 'God by faith. For of this I 
am sure: he who robs God of His tithe must' bear the 
responsibility of meeting his need with his ten-tenths; 
but he who honours God with the tithe ·transfers to God 
the responsibility for making ends meet with nine-tenths. 

,And you see,' also, dear friends, how that principle, ~f 
literally and faithfully applied,' will-enter into our pleas­
ures, into our daily life, the food we eat, the clothing we 
wear; sometimes of course it will humble our pride. Wil 
spend a lot of money unnecessarily-we all do. IHs sur­
prising what we could get along with if we had to­
there, is not one woman in a hundred needs the hat she 
buys: last season's hat ·was not worn out; it just got 
out of fashion! And as for motor cars: 'people' spend '" 
a lot of money in that direction too that ',perhaps might ' 
be given to the Lord;' that is a matter that we liave to 
deal with ourselves. But I say this,. that when thus' we 
recognize 'God we sometimes have to be willing to foreg~ 
certain pleasures. But what if the Lord should say, 
"Then I will stay home with you"! I haye not taken a 
vacation for I think seven years, and while I get a little 
bit tired, somehow or another I do feel that I am a great 
deal healthier than when I used to take a couple of 
months' holidays each summer. I have a conviction that 
if we take the_path of duty we shall never take it alone, 
the Lord will go with us; and He will make possible to 
us that wh,ich without His presence would be impossible. 

Our 'GQd is not an' absentee 'God, remote from us, 
dwellipg in the heavens; He is not a mere historical Per­
son of Whose doings I read 'in the Bible: I can bring 
Him into my family, into,my home, into ·my business; I 
can say to those about me" "Let me tell you wh~t a 
wonderful experience I had to-dy: when the ten-tenths 
would not do, 'God, in some way that I cannot explain, 
stretched the nine-tenths until it was bigger than the 
ten-tenths; He did the thing He promised Hil would do; 
and I closed the day with a' great song of praise in, my 
heart that 'God had seen my difficulty and had done the 
thing that I could not do". Thus every thought becomes 
-an act of' worship when God is recognized in all the walks 
of life. Therefore our choice is between ten-tenths minui 
God, 'and nine-tenths plus the Almighty. 

HI. 
. Now then, very simply: thus to recognize God ·iIi the 
paym~nt of the tithe is To FURTHER THE ,WORK OF GOD 
IN THE WORLD: "Bring ye all the tithes into the store­
house, that there may be meat in my house." 'Bring ye 
all the tithes-,-where? Into the sto·rehouse. The tithe 
was dedicated to the mmntenance of divine worship. Oh, 
no; it is not what you give to the poor,' that is not the 
tithe; it is not what 'you spend on the needy relative, 
that is not the tithe-the tithe -~ust· be brought in~o 
the storehouse. It was brought -into the temple; it was 
the proportion of a man's income that was dedicated to 
the maintenance of divine worship, to the recognition of 
God a~ God.' ' 

'Do you -think we need that to-day? Money spent on 
the churches,· in the estimation o'f some people, is money 
.wasted. I refilrred to an article I read last night, in 
my cl&ss this morning, ilntitled; ~'My Religi~n" .. where an 
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ex-minister found his religion outside of the church alto­
gether, turning his back upon the' church and devoting 
himself to the uplift of society, with no need of God' at 
all. And yet there is nothing this world needs so much 
as God; that is where we need to lay the emphasis to-day, 
upon, the man's obligation to God: "Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with aU thy heart, and with al~ thy soyl, 
and with all thy mind. This 'is the first and gl'eat com­
mandment." And the first and great commandment is 
still the first. When thus we give ou,r money to the work' 
of the Lord, we recognize 'God in that sense, "that there 
may be meat in my (his) 'house"; we further the work 
of the Lord; we give of our money to the propagation 
of the gospel, that we may bear witness to God to the 
uttermost parts of the earth, 

One dear sister., who has set us all an example, came 
with her tenth, and with the arl'ears of the tenth back 
to the time she was converted; and then a'fter a couple 
bf years she came to me a,gain, and said, "I have found 

" 'out 'I, was all wrong, 'I found out that lowe the Lord a ' 
great deal more money than I thoughV' I said to her, 
"How did you find that out?" "Well," she said, "I have 
a needy cousin whom I have been helping to' support for 
a long time, and I thought that I was justified, in d~­
voting' a part of my tenth to that purpose, But," she 
said, "I have come to see that I am to bring all the 
tithes-not part of it-all -the tithes .into the storehouse, 
"that there might be 'meat in His hOuse-not_someone 
_else's house-but that there might be meat in His house, 
it is for His work. So," she conlinued, ,"I have got some, 
more to make Ii,p.". 

, 
6. " , 
:from another text; but very clearly, it seemed to me, the 
Lord laid this upon my mind, saying, "You do not need 
to speak to Jarvis Street people a'bout the theatre, ahout 
the' dance, and the 'card-ta'ble--you have spoken about 
those matters before, they ,have made their surrender 
in these respects-you go -and speak to' them aoout that 
deeper thing, that thing that lays hold of the entire life; 
and challenge them in My name to make a complete and , 
absolute surrender to God, and to make Him Lord. Go 
and tell them that I will bless them if they do that." -,Can 
we do that? What is oilr faith? What is the measul'e 

,o'! it? If God is faithful, 'He will keep His word. 
'How many of you believe that the Old Testament is 

worn out? 'When I ,was speak'ing in the class this morn­
ing about the fact that the Old Testament is still in ,'force, 
and that it relates to the coming of the Lord, some of you 
almost said, "Amen" and "Hallelujah". Will you say 
"A:men" and "Hallelujah" to ,this text? Come on, will 
you? ("Amen!" "Hallelu'jah !")~not to some other text, 
but will you say "'Amen" to this text? 'Some of you said 
if, but some of you do not speak out loud ("I 'have proved 
it"j. 'There is ,a· lady who says, "I have proved it.'" I 
used to preach sermons, but I have got over that: I just 
try now to get at your 'heart and conscience, because I 
want to make you so uncomfortable, that if you do not 
surrender this morning, you will have the most miserable 
week you ever had in your life. I really mean that! 

:Shall we ,put God's' faithfulness to the proof? Shall 
we put His power to the proof? ""Oh,'" you say, "I do 
not doubt that God will keep His Word; I do not doubt 
His faithfulness"-that is all right, but do you doqbt 
His power? "Well, you know," one may say, "that will . 

IV. mean much to me; that will touch my savings account in 
ISo; my friends, we ar~ to trust 'God' in this matter. the bank, to surrender in this matter will not only mean 

What follows.? You are so familiar with the passage that my interest, it will mean my principal.", "Well, i'f you 
, I need not stay to expound it to you. It is really A CHAL- have any prin'Cipal, go home and thank 'God; for. there a.re 

LENGE TO PUT GOD 1'0 THE PROOF, as though l{e said, many people that, have -no principal. It may take you 
"Now, :i have given you something in ,My Word. You a week to settle that. All I can say is that it will be 
read it, and you say'that you believe it; 'but I ask you a' week well spent, if' that is so. ",But," you say, '!I 
to take that Word out of the realm of the theoretical should be so much poorer!" Then you· do not believe God! 
into the realm of the practical, reduce it to practice and He does' not want your mo,ney; He does not need your 
put Me to thtl proof-:-you never saw Me, you never 'heard D?oney. I wonder what you would do if, meeting a man 
Me with the ouler ear; bU't you ,have My Book, you have h~e John D. Rockefel~er, you were to attempt to make 
My Word: I challenge you to·obey that Word, and let -hIm a present o! ~ny kmd? What s~rt.of a present would. 
Me prove to you, that it is true-prove me now herewith, you. bu~ for him-B; really worth-whIle present? Sup­
saith the Lord of hosts." Do you know what it is to posmg he were a frIend of you,rs, how much would you 
put 'God to the proof? Just try it. "Oh, but," you say, pay for it? I t!bi~k yoU' w?uld ,say, "I canno~ ~ive .a 
"I have"-yes' I know all about your "buts" and "ifs". presen~ to a man hke that;, If I could spend mIllIons It 
Never mind ydur "buts" and "ifs"-shall we prove God? would be nothing to him." Let us be delivered from the 
Shall we, take His Word' at its fac,e value and actually, id~a tha~ w~ are giving. GO.d anything: we ar~"not giving 
reduce it to practice, and thl;!n awaiting His .blessing say, HIm anytlung, for ·thiS IS what He says,. If. r were 

- "Now, Lord" open the windows, let the blessing come. 'hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world IS mme, and 
So far as I am concerned, I am not stopping i't. Here is the fulness thereo'f." H~ would, not Ilsk you for any­
my 'tithe; Thou art my witness that I have brought it thing., 
all, I lay it on Thine altar; and I for one, in faith, expect. What can we give to 'God ,?, My friends, you cannot 
the' windows of 'heaven to be opened-and if it qoes not give Him anything: the- whole, earth is Jlis, and you 
come it is not my fault., I am proving God up to the can only render back to Him that which is His" and rec­
hilt." Will you do it? . ognize Him and His proprietorship. And I am here to 

When will the revival come? The revival will come tell you, in His name, that you are as poo,r as Job him­
when we ma'ke Jesus Christ Lord, that is when it will self; no matter 'how yoil may be rated in Brad"treet's, 
come. I was speaking to the brethren in the ,prayer meet- you do not own a dollar, YO,u- do not own a foot of land, 
ing last night a'bout desiring to speak of some other thing you are not the proprietor of enough land to bury your­
than the message which IGod would have us speak. I had self in, you have not a thing,you are just a steward of 
no idea I was going to speak in this way this' morning;' a'little bit of 'God's prope.rty-and it is required of a . 
I was going to speak on the subject announced-"When steward that he !be found falthful. 
Will The 'Great Revival Come ?"-.:but in another way and If w.e put HIm to the J)Nof, we will trust His faithful-
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ness, and His power; and I am sure we shall be partakers mE CONFERENCE AT MULHOUSE 
of His abounding grace: "I will open the windows of The jphotographs on the following page will serve to 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not ·give some idea of the dine .attendance at the conference 
be room enough to receive it." Your cup will run over, of the churehes of the French :Bible Mission, held at 
there will be an .overflowing benediction if you will put M:u1house, France, last Jtily. In the top' photograph are 
Him first. . shown some of· the company attending the conference 

I wonder if we can do that this roarning? T·here are sessions. -The number of persons present at the. public 
some of you here, perhaps, who 'have n~ver yet receiv~d sess!ons varied from ·500 to 700, probably the l'argest 
Jesus as 'Saviour. What has He done for you, you boys attended Protestant conference in F.rance. 
and girls?- You young people, are any of you rather set In the lower photogl'8lph are shown the pastors and 
upon the pleasures, upon the enjoyment of life? I remind their' wives. In the centre is""Dr. Robert. Duibarry, the 
you that "'God so lov~d the world, that he gave his only President, flanked by Pastor Georges Guyot and. P.astor 
'begotten SQn"---lHe kept nothing back, all that "He had 
He gave for you. I went into a home one day s.ome years F. Bonijoly.· ("Mme. Bonijoly forgot to look at the 
ago where there was considerable wealth. 'They had had birdie!) In the ·middle row at tl}e extreme left is Pastor 
one son, and he had been suddenly taken from' them. As Frederic 'auhler, and his wife.. In the front row .our 
I sat down beside that stricken mother and tried to com- Toronto 'readers will recognize Pastor W. H. Frey and 
fort her, I did not know what to say until she helped me~ Pastor 'Etienne HUs~ and Mme. Huser who borrowed 

, She was very rebellious, and she said that there were Beth and Margaret Wihitcombe .for the occasion. In the 
plenty'of women around who had many children. I tried rear figure Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Whitcombe, and beside 
to tell her that perhaps the Lord wanted her boy~his' and 'slightly in front of l\:1rs. Whitcom:be are Pastor Guy 
name was Louis, a liWe chap of about ten years, the pride . Appere 'and his wife~ Five of· the workers in the French 
of their life, the only child they had. They. had made BiI>le Mission are 'gradyates of Toronto Baptist Sem­
great plans for him, as parents do; and now she was left inary. 
desolate-and I said, "Perhaps the Lord wanted Louis". 
And's'he said. "Why did He not take some other/woman's 
chHd ?" And then she began .to tell in her distraction 
of certain other women who had many children, and she 
said, ','1 had only one! Why did He rob me of the 'only 
One I had?" Then.l quoted John. three and sixteen as . 

. I had never quoted it before. I' said. "Mrs. lSo-and-So,. 
listen to what God says: ~God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have. everlasting life'---'He 

,,' had only one Son, and He gave all that He had for' you. 
Can you not trust Him?" And she said, "I nev:er thought 
of that." Well" He knows what bereavement is; He 
knows what it is to have Heaven itself dar~ened by the 
absence of His Well-Beloved; while all the myriad angels 
wondered· when Jesus bowed His head and gave up the 
ghost~He gave His only begotten Son! 

Talk a'Qout the tenth? Someone may say, "But that is 
not the New Testament way." No, that is but the mini­
mum in the Old Testament~what is the New? The New 

MONEY-MAKING MACHINES 
No man through9ut his whole life has ever' been prof-

ited by wrong-doing. ~rnewhere or other .Gpd meets 
him. You may 'overreach your fellowmen; you may 
gain some ends ; but happiness requires that a man shall 
have fulfilled. the conditions of all his 'faculties, and not ~ 
simply the conditions of one or two of them. Haye you' 
ever watchej these men that gain by craft? I have. 
Here is a man that is cold, and selfish, and sharp, and 
keen and g·rasping; and he gets what he is after; but he 
is ali dried up, so that when he gets it, it can not do any 
thing to him. Here is a man that earns a paltry thousand 
dollars, and he is really happy. Another man has twenty 
millions of dolla-rs, and he is a wretch. Why? Because 
there is not a fibre left in him over which the hand of 
pleasure, drawing, can evoke sounds of happiness .... He 
has unstrung hi·mself. And what is he good for? 

'Go with me to Philadelphia, and I wiII take y:ou into 
the Mint there; and will show you a vast wheeled. machine 
- a steam-engine'and a die. There are the ba·rs of gold 
and silver wliich are put in; and every time the stamp 
goes down, it cuts out a dollar, or five dollars. or ten dol­
lars. And that machine is Just like 'Many men. I can 
point you' to a dozen men in New York that are 'nothing 

... is' that all the ten-tenths belong to God, and all you .have, 
and are, belong to' God: "Ye are not your own, for ye are 
bougl;1t with a price.~' And, young people,. you are rob­
bing God when you keep yourself back from Him. Jesus 
died to wash yo'ur sins away; and He lives, not to take 
away your pleasures. but to make you happy in the Lo·rd. 
I wish that some this morning who have never given 
-y!'emselves to Christ would yield to Him today; and that 
God's people-all of them-who have faced this issue will 
this morning say, "Lord, the battle has_been fought, and 
the victory has been won; it has. been won by Jesus 
Christ. Here I am-He shall· be Lord henceforth." 

. hut great iron machines: That is, thefr whole life is 
nothing more to them than a perpetual effort to get rich, 
or .richer .. Take out from them' the simple power of coin­
ing money, the simple 'stamping power, ·and all the rest 
is of no more value than iron machinery. . 

'(Several came forward seekintg Christ, and to the in­
vitation publicl,y to declare their decision faithfUlly to 
give God His ten~h, about three hundred came .forward 
or crowded into the aisles, or, when the aisles were full, 
raised their hands). ' 

"'Cling to the whole Bible, not a p'art of it. A man is 
not going to do much with a broken sword." 

---<DWIGHT L. ~OODY •. 

'Suppose you should go and sit down at the Mint and' 
talk with this machine - this die? Yo.!! say, "Good 
mo~ning, sir, How is your health? What is your impres­
sion of the state of .politics? What is. the condition of 
your conscience?" It goes on punching, punching. All 
it knows is how to punch, punch. punch, all its life long! 
And there men in 'New York that you may talk to about 
every thing in the universe, but that know nothing except 
to punch out money, money, money! And when they have 
made it. it is no more to th!,!m than if it were lying.in the ' 
bed o.f the stream or in the veins of the' mountain. Would 
you become rich at such an expense as that ?-BEECHER. 

\ 0 
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THE ILLEGALiTY OF NUNS TEACmNG IN ' o'f course, nobody would deny that it is a reJjgiou's em- , 
PUBLIC NON-8ECTARIAN SCHOOLS 'blem, and of a particular denomination. We have' not 

OF ONTARIO bothered proving that a crucifix and' a rosary are em­
blems 'of the same class as I' do not believe,.anY p~rson 

By Prof. Geo. A. Cornish h~s ever attempted to deny their emblematic character. 
'Section 3 (1) of th~ Department of Education Act Consequently it may be concluded that, just as a sol-

states: dier's dress is an emblem of the military profession, a 
clergyman's garb is an emlilem of the ministerial pro-

"The Minister shall ,have the ad'ministration and en- fession, the garbs of a Quaker, Mennonite,' or ,salvation 
forcement of the 'statutes and regulations respecting . . • 
'High Schools, 'Collegiate Institutes, Continuatlon Schools, Army are all emblems of their respective religions, so 
etc.'" " ~s 'the habit of a nun an emblem of a religious order, 
High ,School Regulation 24 states : belonging to a religious denomination. 

"No religious emblem of a denomi~ational'nature shall ' -We believe the only possible reason for this regUlation' 
be exhibited' in a High Scho~l' during school h'!urs." should be expIGred'. Our 'PubliCj Continuation, and High 

Schools are all public non-sectarian -institutions 'open to 
'We wish to call your attention, as the person who is pupils of all sects; Jews, Roman Catholics, the different 

responsible for the enforcement o'f ,school law, that we Prote~tant denominations, and thQse of no religious be­
Ibelieve the above regulation is being violated in Hawkes- 'lief. The glory of these institutions is that there is no 
bury and other High and Continuation Schools 'of the ... 

- Province and we ask that' if our belief is well founded discrlmmatIon, and all ,have equal rights andl privileges. 
, ' Now to prevent anyone denomination . from having a' 

that the violation shall be stopped at once. favored position and being able to bring any sectarian 
,We contend Iiot only that the crucifix and rosary; worn influence to bear on the pupils, these religious emblems 

by religious teachers, are "religious emblems of a de- were excluded from the class-room. ' 
nominational nature" but 'that the garb dr habit is a still IWhile reJigious pictu,res, statues,~ mottos, etc., would 
more evident, conspicuous, and alluring, "religious em- have such a sectarian influence and .give a denomin'lltional 
blem of a denominational nature~'. tone to the class-room, the influence of these is much 

(1) All' authoritative dictionaries, including the' Ox- less potent than that of ,a living person such as a" nun, 
'ford, Century, Universal Dictionary of the English, clothed- in ,her conspicuous habit, of which the pupils 
Language, Webster's International Dictionary; Encyclo- ,well know the denominational 'significance. 
paed:i(t Dictionary" etc.,' conside'r an emblem and a symbol It is also to be emph'asized that with children emblems, 
to be synonymous. Further a legal decision in the United symbols" the personality of the teacher,. her actions, char­
StatEls {'Erwin v Benton 87iSW - 29J.). stated that~blem acter, and her devotion, are much more effective in their' 
and symbol mean the 'same thing. 'religiou~ .influ~nce than the formal lessons in religious 

(2) 'rhe _Larg~r Oxford Didtionary., the supreme a,u-' teaching. 
thority on the definition of ,words, sta~es the meaning The emblematic significance of the religious habit has 
of emblem to 'be :,' never been rePGrted on by a Canad'ian court but has been 

befGre the courts of the United States in a good many 
"A :picture of an, abject (or the O'bject itself) servinI!' d 'd . th I t f' 

as a symb,Qlic representation of •.. a class of 'perso~." cases; an never so many as urmg e as Ive years. 
!The following are a few examples qf the jud'gmen'ts of 

This defiIiition exactly fits the eJDIblematic nature of Supreme Court judges in different states: 
the religious habit, as it is an obj,ect and it represents a 
group of persons;'namely, the members of a religious (1) lIn ,O"Connor v lIendrick Court of Appeal N.Y., 
order. , . April 17, 1906, Justice William Bartlett, in his judgment 

'The, Oxford Dictionary' not only gives the 'definition stated: 
of the word, as' above, but it also gives sentences in" which "There can be little doubt 'that the effect of the' cos-

I " 0' I I f' h tume worn Iby the 'Sisters of St. Joseph at all times in 
the .word is pl'oper y used. _ ne examp e exact y Its t e the presence of their pupils would' be to inspire respect, 
case, namely:1.- ' if.not sympathy, for t'h!i! reUgious denomination to, which 

"The short cut coat is the emblem of a military pro- they so manifestly Ibelong. To this extent the influence 
fession." " was sectarian, even if it did not amount t,o the teaching 

of denominational doctrine." . ' / 
This example shows clearly that a garment may be an 

bl f If" (2) In Hysong v School District 164 Pa (30 AtI. 
em em 0 a cas!, 0 ,persons. ' , - 482) Justice Williams of the Supreme Court of" 

(3) ISimilar meanings to that of the Oxford Diction- Pennsylvania gave the following Judgmen~ which in 
ary are given in most other standard' dictionaries. ' the United :States has 'become classic and has been 

(4) lin English Synonyms, a classic of its kind for often ,quote<i and followed by' other justices: 
over a hund'red years, Cr':lbb sta;tes: . "The .teachers come into the schools, not as common 

''The emblem is that sort of figure of t'hou:!lht by which school teacheJ.!S, or as civilians, ,but as the representatives 
ak - real abo ts t t d f l·t· '" of a particular order of a particular church, whose lives we m e cor.po lec 0 s ~ , or mol' qua lIes. have been dedicated to religious work under the direction 

('5) 'Just one more definitioneof the word will be given of the church:" 
and it is from 'Columbia Encyclopedia, prepared by mem- INow the -point of the objection is, not ,that their, 
ber,s of'the staff of ColumibiaUniversity:! .religion disqualifies them. It does not. Nor is it thought 

"An emblem is a symbol representing membership in' that church membership disqualifies them. It does not. 
a group." I't is not that holding an ecclesiastical Office or position 
(6) !We have proven according to the most outstand- disqualifies them, for it does not. _, ' 

ing authorities thai a reIi'giouB habit is an emblem and', lit is the introduction into the schools as teachers of 

/ 
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persons who by their striking and distinctive -ecclesiasti­
cal robes necessarily and constan:tly asserting their mem­
bership in a particular church and· in a religious ord·er 
within the church, and the ·subjection of their lives to 
the direction and control of its officers. 

'They have renounced the world, their own domestic 
. relations, and .their· family names. T·hey have also re­
·nounced their property, the rights to their own· earnings, 
and the direction of their own lives, and bound them-

, selves by solemn vows to the work of the church and to 
obedience to their ecclesiastical superiors. They have 
ceased to be civilians or secular persons. They have be­
come ecclesiastical persons, known by religious names 
and devoted to religious work. 

Among other methods by which their separation from 
the world is emphasized and their renunciation of self . 
and su'bjection to the church is proclaimed, is the adop-
. tion of a distinctively religious dress. This is strikingly 
unlike· the d·ress of their sex, whether Catholic or Protes­
tant. Its use at all .times and in all places is obligatbry. 
They are forbidden to modify it. Wherever they go, 
his garb proclaims their church, their order,· and their 
separation from the secular world, as plainly as a herald 
could do it, if they were constantly attended ~Y such a 
person. 

'The question presented on this state of facts is whether 
a schoo'} that is filled with religious, or ecclesiastical per­
sons, as teachers, who come to the discharge of their 
daily duties wearing the ecclesIastical robes, and hung 
about with rosaries and' other devices peculiar to their' 
church and order is not necessarily dominated 'by s.ec­
tarian influences. and obnoxious to the spirit of the ·con­
stitutional pr<;lvisions of the school law. 
. If every common schonl were presided ~ver by ecclesi­
astics, in· their distinctive ecclesiastical robes, supplying 
pupils with copies of their church- catechism on applica­
tion and teae"hing it before and after school hours to all 
'who choose to remain for that purpose, it seems to ·me 
very plain the Gommon school would cease to be such, 
and would become, to all practical purposes parochial 
schools of th~ church w~o ecclesiastically preside over 
them. 

The common schools are silpported by general taxation. 
The common school cannot be use-d to exalt any given 
chur_ch or sect, or to belittle· ot over-r.l!le it, but they 
should 'he like our political institutions free from ecclesi­
astical . control and from sectarian - tenden·cies. Is the. 
public ·sc'hool of ·Galletzin such a one? ,The. Protestant 
children of that borough do not think so. Their parents 
do not think so! 

(3) ISimilarly Justice McPhee in a judgment of the 
Supreme Court of New Mexico ·in 1951 stated 

I 

"W·e feel compelled to announce our decision that the 
weaving of reli!gi6us gar!b .and religious insignia must be 
'henceforth barred, during the time the religious are on­
duty as pu1blic school ·teachers ... Not only does the 
wearing of the reli'gious gar.b and insignia have a propa~ 
'gandizing effect for the church ibut ,by its very nature 
it i~troduces sectarian religion into, -the school." 

(4) ISimilal' judgments or decisions of state- officials 
as to the sectarian influence on pupils of those l·eligious·· 
emblems, including the habit, the crucifix, the. rosary, 
etc., have ·recently. been given in Wisconsin, Michigan, 

. Ohio, Kansas, Missouri, and other states: 
,It is to be noticed that, unlike Ontario, these states 

have no specific regulation forbidding the display of re-

ligious emblems in the school class-room and yet they 
consider on general principles, that/religious garb gives 
tl}e class-room a sectarian c;haracter. Much stronger !s 
the reason why' such emblems should be disallowed in 
Ontario non-sectarian publi'c schools, since the specific 
statements in l"egulatioil 24 prohibits them. 

,The vows of religious teachers and the whole purpose 
of their calling unfits them to be teachers of ordinary -
s~cular subjects in non-sectarian schools. Under church 
law: 

eanon 488: "·All members of re'li-gious orders are sub­
ject to the Roman Pontiff ·as their supreme superior to 
whom they owe obedience, also by their vows of dbed-
ience.~' .. 

By their vows tliey cease to be secular persons and be, 
come ecclesiastical instruments' of the Roman Catholic· 
church. . . 

:The following sections from Canon Law indicate what· 
this philosophy is. As these Canons are read, wherever 
·religion, faith, etc., are mentioned, they mean exclusively 
Roman Catholic religion and Roman' oCatho~ic fait.h. 

. 'Canon 1215: "Catholic children are to ibe educated in 
schools where nothing contrary' to Oatholic faith and 
morals is taught, but rather ill- schools where religiori and 
moral teaching occupy first place." 

Canon 1216: "'In ev:ery elementary school the children 
must, according to their a:ge, 'be instructed· in Christian 
doctrine. The people who attend HIgh School are to re­

. ceive a ·deeper religious knowled'ge, and the ·Bishop shall 
appoint priests qualified for such wor.k iby their learning 
and piety." ..-

Canon 1234: "'l'he religious teaching of youth in any 
schools is subject to the authority and inspection of the 
church. The local· ordinaries have the right and duty to 
watch that nothing is taught contrary to faith and good 
JIlorafs in any of the scho,?ls of their territories." 

N ow since these canons set the character of the teach­
ing to be carried- out by th'is ecclesiastical organization 
oi; religious teachers, there seems no place for them in 
a non-sectarian school where the tenets. of any denomina­
tion a!e prohibited. It is to lie . remem'bered that the 
Roman Catholic church does not accept the teaching of 
history or philosophy as written by the 'g,reat important 
historians but asks for a history and philosop·hy accord­
ing to Roman .Catholic interpretation. 

,While the school board may demand· that literature, 
history, . geography, .etc., must be taught. divested. of all' 
sectarian bias, how can a member of Ii teaching order, 
who has accept,ed certain vows; and. who considers. the 
orders of the church authorities above that of a school 

. board, do anything else than try to keep her solemn, 
ecclesiastical promises?, And it has been abundantly 
evident that in spite of the vigilance of authorities, the 
advance of "the faith", which is nearest their hearts, 
will gradually creep in. , 

. .one might well ask why'theRoman Catholic authorities 
are forever trying to force these teachers into the non­
sectarian schools of Ontario. Undoubtedly the proper 

- place of these sisters devoted to their church1is in Catho­
lic schools, w~ere they have full scope to carry 'out their 
vows and infiltrate the Roman Catholic religion into 
every lesson_ . 

'This province has given Roman Catholics 'the special 
privilege of having their own denominational schools 
financed by grants and taxes on an equality with the 
Public School. No other denomination has this pri:vilege. 
Certain other denominations sJlch as Mennonites, Ad­
ventists, Fl"ee Methodists, etc., 'feel it necessary in the 
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interests of their pupils to separate thent frpm others in PESSIMISM AND OPTIl\fISM 
their own schools, but they receive neither grants nor MANY definitions of .pessimism and optimi!lm have 
taxes - they do not ask for them. ,been offered for our amusement, if! not for our in-

'Why then are Roman Catholics not satisfied to use struction. Witticisms of this 'sort used to be found in the 
their religious teachers in their own schools, but a~e . joke columns of the daily press, thougjl in truth ~hey 
endeavouring incessantly to force them into the pubhc belonged rather to the department of philosophy. We 
non-sectarian schools. It is not because they have an have sometimes had momentary thoughts of searching 
over-supply of ,religious teacheJ;'s. Quite the reverse is out all the amusing and. enlightening comments on the 
true. Irf the year .1952-53 there were qlOre than three nature of pessimism and optimism and putting them 
hundred persons teaching in Roman Cat~olic separate t'ogether for our pleasu.re and profit. Weare sure ~at 
sC'hools, who had no teacher's certificates and the great some Doctors of Philosophy have written learned theses 
majority of them had 'no teac~r training and were elig- on less' profitable themes. . 
ible only"' because' they had a letter of permission from Of the few definitions that we can recall on the spur 
the Minister of Education.' SUl"ely they should desire t~. of the moment, we like as well as any the somewhat cyni­
have these religious teachers, set aside especially for cal description of a pessimist as one 'who has had to live 
teaching in Roman Catholic schools, eminently prepared too long with an optimist. There is f!.nother version in 
for blending the Roman Catholic TeIigious with the secu- rhyme that asserts that . 
lar education, presidi_ng over their class-rooms rather '.. . '. . 
than hundreds of young girls completely untrained. Right 'TWIxt t!te optllm~t and the peSSImIst 
in Hawkesbury, where they are forcing two nuns illegally ITh_e d.If~erence IS droll: . 
to teaeh in the non~sect~rian High 'S'chool, there were The optImIst s~es. th~ doughnut 

. last year at least four of these teachcers with no train- But the peSSImJst the hole. 
ing. There seem to be only two reasons why they could Other sages propose a practical test in lieu of a precise 
be willing to forego the 'service of these highly -trained philosophical treatment ~nd portray a pessimist as one 
university graduates' in their own separate schools, either who gruffly enquires, "Is there any milk in the milk 
they place the additiol!al funds which their high salaries jUg?" The optimist, on the contrary, makes request with 
will contribute to the funds .of the religious order above cheerful confidence, "'Please pass the crea·m!" Enough, 
efficient tea,phin~ in their s~hools, or they are. an~i?ils' however, of these old chestnuts, for we greatly fear that 
to press the servIce of nuns mto the non-sectarIan hIgh our half-projected collection of witty' sayings would be 
~cho?ls becau~~ of their propaganda vall:le or prestige for . nothing more than a bagful, of such hard unpalatable 
theIr church . . fruit 
Nothin~. in what 'Ye. have sai~ sh~uld be inte~reted'T~ere is a fatal weakness in all the ingenious aphor­

as Op:p0sltlon to l"ehgIOus teac~mg m ~~e publIc non-. isms that have been proposed. ~ake, for instance, the 
s~ctarIan schools, to ~he. unquestIoned .·abIlIty o~ nuns. to doughnut, as both th'e optimist and the ~essimist must 
teach, or the great se~!ce and u.nseI~Ish d~v~tIon WhICh do, if they are to survive in the struggle fo! exist~nce. 
they ~re able .andl ~Ilhng ,to gIve m trammg Roman Both of them alike eat a doughnui and by the time they 
CatholIc youth m th~I'r own schools. have finished neither one nor the other gives any further.' 

REA VEN A PLACE OF OW AlID-
Heaven is· the place of victory and triumph. This is' the 

battIe-field; there ·is. the triumphal procession. This is 
the iand of the sword 'and the spear; tha:t is the land of 
the wreath and 'the c.rown; 'Dh, What a t'hriU of joy will 

- shoot· th'rough the hearts of all the blessed when their 
'conquests will be made complete in heaven; when dea,th 
itself, the last of foes, sh'aU be slain, and Satan dragged 
as captive at the chariot wheels of Christ! 

\ . 
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thou.ght to the hole, o·r to the doughnut, unless by chance 
one of them suffers from chronic indigestion. It may 
well be replied that in all probability the ,pessimist is far 
more likely than his optimist fellow to suffer from such 
an ill, if indeed his dark outlook on life does not spring 
from such gastronomic disabilities. It might be asked' 
in a:ll justice if the cheerful equanimity of the optimist· 
possesses sufficient virtue to transmute the milk in 
the jug to cream. His 1'ea, or· his coffee is no richer 
than that of his gloomy neighbouJ;', though his disposi-
tion may be much sweeter. C' 

It is generally assumed that the difference between 
the sombre pessimist and the cheerful optimist is merely 
one of disposition, perhaps ~ven of a physical handicap 
whose weight oppresses the one until he is unable to 
see th'e 'bright lining to the clouds that cast their shad­
ows across his path. It is true that there 'are some for­
tunate persons who are born with an irrepressible pen­
cliant for looking on the. bright -side of life. Perhaps 
nature has lavishly endowed them with -abound'ing physi­
cal health, or . with such an hereditary entail of good 
spiriis as to make it natul"al and inevitable for -them to_ 
go through life singing, in the sure confidence that the 
good·things they have enjoyed wiD never cease. But what 
happens' to .such a person when the clouds turn their 
silver lining away from him, when the heavens above 
them are black without one ray of light, when the storms 
and troubles of life descend until the memory of happier 
days only serves to plague him' with poignant regrets 
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for the loss of better things. There may be some blessed- ber tliee from the land of Jo!"dan, 'and of the Hermonites, . 
ly . happy souls who go through' the whole pilgrimage of and from the hill Mizar .. Deep calleth unto deep at the 
life without suffering pain or sorrow or disappointment, noise of thy waterspouts: all thy" waves and thy billows 
and upon. whose head the tempests never break,' but they are gone over me. Yet "the Lord will command his loving- . 
are ~ceedingly few -in ·number. Greater ·by. far is the kindnes·s in the daytime, and. in the night his song shall 
number of thc;>se who are compelled by 'their bitter ex- be with me, and my prayer unto the God of my life.;' A:t 
periences to say with Job, "yet man is born unto'trouble, first sight it would seem as if the peUev~r of old was 
as the ~parks fly' upward." Under such .circumstances. mer~ly asserting his faith without giving any reason for 
tbe habItual cheerfulness that springs from external .ad- . it, somewhat like a little boy who whistles to keep his . 
ventitious thirigs, is apt to !be turned into the bitterness. ' courage up. But· the rigid logic 9f the psalmist i-s just 
of gall, and the erstwhile optimist is debased into an as strong as that of the scientist who conducts his experi­
inveterate pessimist. . '. . . titents and !"easons on the a~sumption that law governs 

iIs there to' 'be found anywhere on this tried and all the ,phenomena with whi.ch he deals. ·The believer's 
trOU'bled earth.a· source of pu,re unfailing joy, whose' strong confidence is as well bas~d as that of the mathe- . 
waters will not flee away in mockery when the sun of' matician or of the child who adds one .~nd one and as­
affliction rises and the heaven is brass above our 'heads . serts that their sum is two. In his moments of darkness 
a~d the earth is iron' under our feet? Or is the search and doubt, when there is no star to sail by, the psalmist 
for such a fountain as chimeric as the ancient quest for dares to assert' that 'God is, and having asserted that, he 
the elixir of life whose properties were sUpposed to trails- draws the inevitable and necessary conclusion that God 
mq,te base metals into gold and to grant life unceasing to is the rewarder of hi,m that diligently seeks Him. He 
those who found it? ,'. dses triumpnant. ip. the confic;ience that ~espite al. the ... 

If our hope is to do more than to make us fair weather' waves and billows that have gone' over ·him, "Yet the 
~ailor~, if it is to stand the stress and !ltrain of life, then Lord will command his lovin'g..'kindness in th~ daytime, '. 
It ~ust be anchored ·in something that cannot be, shaken, and in the night .his song shall be with me." _ , 
some~hing outside the chang,eable, ephemeral sphere of With. exceedingly few exceptions, men profess to be- . 
the httle life ~f man '''whose days are as grass: as a '1ieve in the existence of ' God, but they do not always draw 
flower of the field ·he flourisheth. For the wind passeth' the logical conclusions' from their inward convictions. 
over it; and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know They put,lG"od far off, or they dis'miss Him from their 
~t DC> more." It ~as 'been said tha~ "hope springs eternal. thoughts so as to make Him practically' :ri~n-existent as 
In the human breast," but· we must balance that as'sertion ,far as they are concerned. They· are practical, if not 
~ith another classic from Dante:. "Abandon hope, all yeo theoretical, 'athelsts, who worsh'ip an~ serve the creature 
,who enter here." A native cheerfulness is sufficient more than the Creator. Some who profess and call them­
when, the skies are clear and the birds sing, but when - :selves Chri!ltians have ,a doctrine. about 'God that is cor-
the c!ouds lower and~ the lights 6fearth: go out one after, rect enoug·h, b~t it :remains a fine-spun th.eory without 

. anotlie:r;-, then- we must have a sure ,arid steadfast hope, actual influence on their everxday life. They fail to take 
a reasoned· basis of su,re confidence. The Apostle de-- God into their lives and to count upon Him as a living 
scribes the fearful st'ate of the unbeliever when he speaks reality not only in heaven but upon earth, not only in 
.of those who are "without 'God and· without hope". God the Bible and in prayer, but, in the shop, the office, the 
and hop~ go together, nay, they are inseparable. factory- and the home. ' . 
. ·All sCIentific .knowledge is predi~ated on the assertion IThe r~port of the twelve spies whom Moses sent to, 

that there is law 'and .reason at 1»ie'heart of the universe. loo~ upon the land of Canaan was unanimous ~n its func- .. 
Deny that and the world is not a universe but. a chaos tions as a fact-finding body, to employ modern jargon. 
where anar~hy l).olds high carnival, 'm~king sport of all for an ancient story, but they differed. sharply in their . 
its chance ·prod.qcls that come and go without purpose ·practical conclusions: The majority agreed' with the .. 
or meaning. The' Ch:t:istian religion. is no less scientific minority in telling what they had seen: "The land whither 
in finding at the heart·. of all things a personal loving thou sen-test ·us ... surely .... fl6weth with ·milk.and 
God, who worketh "all things together for good to· them . honey." Bu"t they addid a "Nevertheless", that annulled! 
that love 'God, to" them who are the called accor,l'ing to the value of 'all their factual discoveries.' With fear and 
his purpose." Mankind is .in desperate straits if his tremb1ing, with pessimism, .pure· and un'adulterated,' they 
world is ruled by~the iron law of blind fate, as the Greeks refused to beIieve the best. "And there," said they, "we 
· thought, or if it is in the fanciful power of some evil saw the giants, t~e sons of Anak, which come of tQe 
demonic .powers, as the heathen be.lieve. To decIa·re titat' giants, and we cwere in our, own sight· as grasshoppers, 
the -throne of the universe is vacant and that chance rules and ·so we were in their sight." Why were. they so cheal!­
all is the c:rowning folly that was lef~ fOli modern men less and' hopeless, why did they.argue again-st all confi­
to state in ter:tns of scientific and philosoph-ical 'formu- dence and persist in looking steadfastly on th~ dark 
lae, bu't it offers no brighter. hope than the old fatalism sombre side? Because they were Without God, they 
or than untutored paganism. Our God is a ·God of hope were therefore, without hope. These leaders ;,..who had­
because He is holy and just, 'because He is light and love. seen the hand of God stretched out in judment on the 

'Where ~an ppor troubled man find an .unfaiI-ing source land of Egypt, who had witnessed the mighty deliver-' 
of good cheer in the face of adversity? T·he psalms reflect ance wrought at the Red Sea over the hosts of Pharaoh, 
.and re-echo our struggles and disappointments .and they nevertheless forgot God and His W9rkS when they were 
answer. our deepest problems. In a memorable passage confronted with a fresh. trial. How soon do we forget 
the ancient man of faith carries on a dialogue· with him- ·God! But listen to Joshua the optimist, as he 100'ks upon 

· self': "Why art. thou cast down,O my 'soul? and, why art the same land and 8ees the same giants as his feIlow-
· thou disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet spies: "If the Lord delight in us, theI;l 'he will bring us 
praise him 'for the help of his countenance. 0 my God, fnto this land, and give.it -us; a land whicli floweth with 
my soul is cast down within me: therefore will I re~em- milk and honey ... · Those who refused to believe 'in God, 
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not theoretically but practically, for this particu~r cil'- sembles Satan, the chief adversary of the Christian, in that 
cumstance, were turned back into the wilderness to wan- he returned again and again to harass 'Israel, even althou'gh 
der fruitiessly until a new generation should arise. They at times he was subdued (Luke 4:13; '22:28; John 4:30;1 Pet. 

5:8). He encamped against J8Ibelfh, one of the .chief cities of 
"rebelled" against the Lord a~d provoke~ Him, as· the Gilead, the territory whjch adjoined the land of Ammon. 
Scripture says ... And t'he New Testament comments upon The men of Ja:besh made a hasty offer of complete sur­
their sad apostacy. "With whom was he grieved for forty render; they did not wait to ask counsel of the Lord (Josh. 
years? was it not with them. that sinned? .• So we see 9:14; 1. Kings 22:4), nor did they show any disposition to 

com-bat evU. "Safety fl.fst" may be a gopd motto in cases of 
that they could not enter in because of unbelief." . physical «langer, but "obedience first" ts a more appropriate 

,According to the Word of God, hopefulness is not motto for the Christian, living in the midst of spiritual dan­
merely a, matter of a che,erful nature or a ,habit of opti- gers. We are commanded to resist the enemy (Jas. 41-7; 1 
mism, it is a bounden duty as well as the glorious privi-' Pet. 5:9). . . '. 

. 'l'he insolent terms offered 'by Nahash,.if accepted, Hleant 
lege of all who .profess to believe in· God. MyoId' pro- that the men of Jalbesh 'would not merely be mutilated, but 
fessor of 'Greek used to love to call attention' to some they would be disqualified for military service, and be for 
commands 'ofS'criptu,re that a:re commonly regarded as ~ver incapable o~ subduing their conquero~ .. Their presence 
invitations, that may safely be refused or accepted at m the congregation would be a source of .dlsgrace and re-

·11' ''It' ..., proach to ·all· Israel. . Satan 'leaves his mark on all his vic-
~. . s not an InVitation, ' he would say, "it's a com- tims; one cannot tamper with sin without being muti.1ated in 
mand." We thin);c in this connection of Paul's tl"iumphapt spirit" if not in ,body, and without bringing reproach upon 
joy expressed in the Philippian' Epistle: "Rejoice . .. himself and up'on others. The cruelty of Nahash is exhibited 
and agairi I 'say unto -you rejoice.!" Here is genuine un- . by .t~ose who would subdue others to enhance their own 
al~oyed optimi~m,· for thi~ letter was written from a . po~~~. the messenger~ from Jabesh ~rrived at the ci'ty of 
Roman dungeon by a. ,prisoner alread~ condemne.d. or ~i~eah, 'Saul's city (1 Sam. 10:26),-th~y announced the heayy 
about to be condemnetl, as he thought. But the bur- . tldmgs to the ~eople, whereas t:he kmg heard the news m­
.den_ of his epistle 'is ','Rejoice"! How can he rejoice' in ~rec~ly and inCidentally! ~howing that he was n~t yet recog-
these dark shadows, in this 'thick darkness without any Dlzed iby all as the offiCial leader of Israel. . 
faint echo of human 'voice to reassul'e him? "Rejoice in II. The Wise Leadership of Saul: verses 6 .. 15. 
the Lord," Paul t'he aged writes. We marvel at his 'As the 'Holy 'Spirit came upon ,Saul when he was conse­
word "Rejoice" without noting wha't accompanies it, but cra~d as kihi (\'Sam. 10:6, ~~), ;0 also <lid' the 'Spirit de-
the faithful8;posile sees in the gloom of his fearful prison . N~;' is ufhl~ an~int~n:~~~~e 'H~ly ~spf.:iri;~o~~i~~;};?{h 

. a he!lvenly bght, the presence" of the Lord who' stands . the righteous indignation or'Saul against the enemy of the 
by Him. And with this great reality in his minq's eye Lc;Ird and ~f. His p.eopl"e (M~r~ 3:5; Eph. 4:26)." To to~erate 
he writes "Rejoice in the Lord'" . Wickedness IS a Slgi!: of sKlrltual weakness; Ibve does not 

, . -W.B.W. relr~~e ~~J~~:~ 't;t,J:ur t~ =~m~te~~~· ct~i:~~n of Israel 

Bible School Lesson Outline 
Vol. 17 Fourth Quarter Lesson 9 

to battle was one commonly used in those days. The ·dis­
tribution of the :pieces of the sacrifice implied that all who 
received tlie :portions must accept responsibility for remedy­
ing the prevailing conditions (Judg. 19:29, 30). 'l'he burden 
of impending slavery rested equally. upon all the tribes. 

November 29, 1953 The prompt and severe measures which .""Saul adopted 
-----------------.;...------ proved to be most. successful. Israel gathered "with one 

OLIVE L. CLARK. Ph.D. (!'or.) 

SAUL'S FIRST VICTORY 
Lesson Text: 1 ·SamueI11:1-15. 
Golden Text: "Except the 'Lord build the house, they 18.'bour 

. in vain that build it: except the :Lord- keep the city, the 
watchman waketh but -in vain" (Psa. 127:1). 

consent" or "as one man". :Such unity of aim, purpose and 
action is necessary in these d-ays, if we would' drive iback the 
enemies which threaten the Church of to;d'ay (iActs 1:14; 
2:1, 46; 4:24). 

Saul. used wisdom and foresight in plari.ning the cam­
paign.·Thebattle commenced at an early hou~, and·the army 
was divided into three sections (Judg. 7:l!6), each with its 
own service to perform (Neb. 3:1-5; Mark 13:34). Victory 
was possible through the help of God on "the blisis of the two 

1. TJte Heavy Tidings from labesh: vers'es 1-5. principles of unity and diversity,as illust~ated in the body 
• In response to Israel's demand! for a king (~ ·Sam. 8:5, of ·Christ with its many members, !but one 'Head (Rom. 12:5; 

-19':22) the Lord chose yOUn!g Saul, the son of Kish, to be' 1 Cor. 12:12; Eph. 4:1 ... 7). . . . 
their firs~ mler. After ibeing privately anointed .ib,. Samuel 'Irl the hour of .triumph the people enthusiastically lauded 
the prophet (1 Sam. 10:1), Saul, upon whom the SPirit of the their king, whom ,before ~any had' simply tolerated, or 
Lord fell, was publicly proclaimed as king in the presence of iJUghted' or rejected. They vowed vengeance against all who 
the whole congregation- assembled at 'Mizpeh '(I Sam. still repudiated him, 'but Saul was generous in the' hour of 

. 10:9-25) . .Although hailed with~ gladneSs ;by the peol'le as a victory; he waswillmg to forgive'his enemies ,(Luke 23:34; 
whole, tlie sons of Belial insulted the new monarch (1 Sam. Acts 7:60). . 
10:27), and seeiningly it was this opposition which ~revented The time was now ripe .for the 'solemn ceremonies and 

. him from assJ].ming immediately the duties of his hi'gh office ... sacrifices which would' confirm. the kingdom,. establishing 
. Not until he had proved his worth asa commander was his the reign. of Saul, recognized at last by the nation .as a 
position recognized and ratified by'the whole nation of Israel. . whole. 'The kingUom was proclaimed anew at. Gilgal, a 

Then e~el"gency whi~ c~led forth the laten~ powers of fitting place, since its'name and hil!'tory sIgnified the rolling 
the new king: was an lDv~slon of ~he Amm.omtes .. These aw~.y .of reproach ·(Josh. 5:9). In the pUl1'0se of God, our 
people. were . desc~ndan~s of Benamml, the son of Lot by car- SavIo.ur has !lOnquered all our foes, rem!>!l~g from us t~e. 
nal.UDlon With his daughter (Gen:.'19:38). Although related reproach of sm (1 Pet .. 2:24), and He has flttm:gly.taken HIS 

.. thus to Israel 'by blood (tDeut. 2:19), the profane Ammonites,' place at the right hand of the 'Father (Psa. 119:1; oHe'b. 1:1-3; 
'excluded from the congregation (Deut. 23::n, had troubled. 8:1). ..' . 
the Jewi"h peopl.e through~ut the years '(Jud!g:. 3:12, 13; DAILY BIBLE, READINGS 
10:7). They occupIed the terntory east of the Jordan and east Nov. 23-Saul Anointed King .......................................... 1 'Sam. 10:1-8 
of Gilead, the possellsion of the tri·be 'of Gad. In spite of Nov. 24-:-Saul Prophesying ................................................ 1 Saine 10:9-:1.6 
their being sU:bdued by Jepthah the judge . (Judg. 11) they Nov. 25--'Saul Proclaimed as King ........................ 1 'Sam. 10:17-23 
had' again invaded >the province of Gilead. Their threats had Nov. 26-Saul Rejected' by His Enemies ... : ..... 1 JSam. 10:24-27 
provided 'the occasion for Israel's request for a human leader' Nov. 27-Jonathan's First Victory' ........................... 1 'Sam. 14·:1-15 
who would go forth with them to !battle (1 iSam. 12:12l. Nov. 28-David's First Victory : ................................. 1 'Sam. 17:32-51 

-Nahash the Ammonite, whose name means "Serpent, - reo Nov. 29-The 'Sa"iour's Victory. .... : .............................. : ........... : 'Psa:lm 110 . 

. , 
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