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'" 
H·ow An Q'riental P·rince ,Found a Wife 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preached in Ja:·rvis 'Street Baptist Church, Toronto, on a Sunday Evening 
('Stenographi'Cal'!y Reported) 

"And now' if ye will deaf kindly and truly with myOmaster, tell me: and if not, tell 
me; that·1 may turn to the right hand, or to the left."-Genesis 24:49. 

Prayer before the Sermon 
We thank Thee, 0 'Lord, for the m.ercy that permits us 

to assemJble this evening for the he'aring of Thy word. We 
have none of us deserved it at Thy hand; it is because Thy 
compassions fail not that 'we are 'not consumed. We would 
come boldy unto Thee in the name o'f 'Jesus Christ Who 
died at the place called Calvary. We thank Thee for the 
salvation that is in Him, for'the great truth tha't the Lamlb 
was slain from the foundation of the world, that Thou ·hast 
made adequate provision.for every poor sinner to come back 
to the Father's house. 

Hear us in behalf of multitudes of people to-ni'ght who 
shal'! near through Thy holy Word the call of Thy gospel to 
come from the far country back home again. We thank 
Thee for the promise that the Holy S1pirit shall convince men 
of sin, of ri'ghteousness, and of judi~ment; and we pray that 
this hour may be greatly used of the Lord in working con­
viction in human'hearts, and in turning the steps of wayward 
souls toward the Father's house. W'e confess, 0 Lord, that 
we can do, nothing of ourselves. The gift of life IS in' Thy 
hand; no, one can give life but God Himself. We beseech 
Thee, 0 Loi-d, to grant that this' evening the Holy Spirit 
may quicken dead souls, and bring them to life again. 

!Help us in our meditation; open our understandings to 
rhy Word. 'Bless particularly, we pray Thee, any who are 
on beds of pain, any wh'o are deprived' the privilege of public 
assembly in the house of' God. M'ay every sick-room and 
hospital and place of suffering beC"ome veritable Bethels. 
Bless, we pray Thee, . the wayside 'hearer wherever 'he may 
,be, the man who hears apparently by accident; m'ay Thy 
arrows be sharp in the hearts of the King's enemies whereby 
the people fall und'er Thee, and may multitudes be brought 
to the Savi'our to-night. We ask it in His name,AJrnen. 

"AND now if y.e will deal. kinddy and truly with my 
mast.er, teH me: and If not, tell me; that I may 

turn to the right hand, or to th'e left." , 
This v.erse is a pa,rt of a very interestipg and instruc­

tive chapter in the life of Abraham. "Abraham was old 
and well stricken in age," and he greatly desired to se~ 

his son Isaac married before. he died. Marriages, ap­
parently, were .strangely made in that day. Albraham 
was afraid that Isaac might make a mistake, and he 
was particularly fearful that he might select a wi.fe from 
among the people of t~e land in which he dwelt. And so 
he summoned E1iezer, th.e steward of hig. house, and 
commissioned him to go to far-off Mesopotamia, and 
from among his own people' to select 'and bring back a 
woman who should become. the wife of Isaac. And 
Eliezar, after enquiring further, particularly as to the 
limits of his responsibility - and in that I think he was 
very wise - undertQok this, delicate mi~sion. He went 
to the far country, praying IGod to direct his steps, as'~­
ing for certain evidences of divine direction which in 
our· studly wiII later appear. But he came at length to 
the family andl into the presence of the woman whom he 
believed God had appointed to be the' wife of his mas­
ter's son. When he had made known his erran'tit; and 
carefully delivered himself of his master's messag'e, he 
said, "And now if" ye will deal kindly'andi truly with my 
'master, tell me: ~nd if not, tell me; that I may turn to 
the right hand, or to the left." 

.'The Apostle Paul, by inspiration .of the Ho~y Ghost, 
tells us that the story of Isaac and Ishmae1 is an alle­
gory; by which he d'oes not mean that it was not true 
to historic fact; but he means that, 'being ·history, it 
had a special spiritual j;ignificance,' and that the events 
of history were providentially ordered, even as the record 
of these events was written 'by divine inspiration. And 
I ·think we are justified in taking this Old Testament 
story to illustrate the methods of grace, and the prin- . 
ciples whi,ch underlie the operation of the .Holy Spirit 
in bringing out of darkness into light those who are 
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-
appointed to be nl~mbers of that bo4w,which is diescrib,ed 
as the bride of the divine Bridegroom. 

I shall speak this evening of the servant's cQmrnission, 
the m,aster's-proposal, and the messenger's urgent appeal. 

I. 
F.irst of all, I ask, yo~ 'to 'examine with me, for it has 

illustrative value, 'THE COMMISSION 'WHICH ELIEZAR 
RECEIVED, that we may thereby lear.n som~thing of ,the 
commission of those who are sent to preach the ever- ' 
lasting gospeL·, .:. " 

iTo begin with, Elizer was info~ed that' it, was his 
,master's supreme, desire and' purpose that Isaac should 
have a wife.' Abraham had many interests. He was a 
m'an of affairs; he was, a rich man; he passed as a 
prince, among his' fellows. But all the interests of life 
in A:braham's ,thought were subordinated fo this one 
maste,r purpose: "that the purpose of God according to 
~lection might stand"; he desired that Isaac, who was 
himself a chiI'd of promise, who had come ,to him as a 
gift of IGodl-:-he d.esired: to see Isaac married. And I 
venture to believe that it ,would help us in the inter­
pretation, not only of history, but of the events of the 
'present, whether ,we view the, world at large,' or only 
our own' p,ersonal experience -:- it would: help us, I say, 
if we could clearly., ,understand the te'aching of Scrip­
ture is that' God's great mast~ purpose in this dispensa­
tion of grace is to gather to Himseif that' company of 
people who shall-,become the bridle of His Son. He is 
visiting the Gentiles to' take out of them a people for 
His name.' . 0 , 

We are quite.justified! in looking for'the hand of, Gpd 
in the affairs of the nations. 'I do not doubt at all, that 
'God's 'hand is upon the statesmen of the world; that it is 
still true that "promo~ion ,cometh neither from "the east, 
nor from' the west, nor from the south. But God is the 
judge; he putteth down one, and' setteth up anoth'er'''; 
"He ooeth according to His wilr'in the- ,army of' heaven, , 
apd among the in-h'albitan~s' of the earth; and none can 
stay His hand" or say untO Him, What dIoest thou ?," God 
is even now working out His purposes. All the events 
of our time, and of the times that have preceded' us, apd 
the events that shall yet succeed the,history o'f our day­
all these are part of God's grel;lt 'purpose that His Son 
shall have a bride. Do not make light of such a service 

, :as this,' or the ~ork, perhaps, 9f some little 'mis'sion hall .. 
. God ,is supremely interested in all these things. It was 
for this ,the ,Saviou'r' died. That was that which He 
planned f.rom before the foundation of the world; and 
He i.s resolvedi, He is 's~vereignly determined, that His 
Son shall have His, bri'de. iT·hat is Hjs purPose to-day; 
and ~hey, I ,believe; make' the larg~st contribution to the 
world's. weal who; concern themselves, as EIiezer did, 

~ with the execution, so far as they may be permitted to 
be instrumental in its accomplishment, of the Lord's 
grea(pul'pose to bring sinners to Himself. 

IBut the d:evU would turn us aside to a great many 
other matters. He seems to have engaged a very large 
part' of . the. Chris,tian church in som~ other ministry 
than -that of 'bringing poor sinners to the feet of Christ. 
Anything and everything may command attention but 
the one great matter which is dear to the heart of God. 

, You will, find the churches of to-day led aside into 'alf 
sorts of so-called' "social" ministrie's, instead, of keeping 
to the main track. Our Lord Jesus was sim'ila,rly tempted 
when He was upon earth. They wanted to turn Him 
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asid~ to other activities, "One of the compaqy said unto 
Him, Mast~r, speak to my brother,. that· he divid~ th!! 
inheritance with me. And he said, unto him, Man, who 
made me a judge or a divider over you ?". He refused 
to interfere in that .matter. ' -Somebody 'who 'hears me· 
may's'ay, "Was He then unmindful of the ills' from which 
men suffer? Was He indifferent to the conditions under 
whiCh men liv-e'1 Did He have no interest in social order, 
in social justice, in the correction of economic wrongs.? 
And do you .mean to say that .the church is to go on' inde­
pendently of all these things; that 'it is -not to concern 
itself with social and .. moral reforme" No, I do·not say 
that. ·r dlo say that we are-to do that inddrectly: .that is 
a by-product; it'is not the main purpose. 

, .-
. Let me give yoil another' illustration. Jesus, Christ 

came to a place called Jericho, and He saw up in a 
sycamore tree a man who was little of stature, and 
who had to climb up to see J~sus a~ He passed by. "And 
when Jesus came to the .place, he looked up, .and saw 
him" and said upto him, Zacchaeus, .ma!ke .haste, and come. 
down; for to-d!RY I must abide at .thy house. And he 
mad'e haste, and came down, and' received him joyfully. 
And when thet s'aw it, they all murmul"ed, saying, That 
he was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner:" 
Some ,of them mi·ght have said, "The first thing the 
prophet of Nazareth ought to have' done was to make ._ 
this man put, cert~in things right; to have estahlished' _ 
dlifferen-t laws, compelling men to live honestly. He is . 
gone to be guest with a man who has been robbing people 
right and left, and He cares nothing at all a·bout,it." Ah, 
didin't He? When He came into the house of Zacchaeus', 
"Zacchaeus stood and said'unto the Lord: Behold, Lord, 
the half of my goods' I giye to the ·poor; and if I have 
taken anythtng from any man by false accusation, I 
restore him ~ou-rf01dl.",. ADd so you see by 'coming first 
of all into the heart, an-a: h'ome of Zacchaeus, He made 
'him an honest man, made. hi~ . liberal towardl" tpe poor, 
and made him just toward those whom he 'had wronged. 
And that is the programme of the gospel, to bring men 
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to 'Christ, to bring them into right relationship to God, 
to teach them '~to love the Lord their God with all their 
heart, and with all their soul, andl with all their' mind"; , 
and then they will, as a matter of course, 'love their 

'nei'ghbor as themselves. ", Therefore, the great purpose 
, of ,God is that His 'Son should have a' bride.' , 

lOl?serve, however, that Eliezar was not charged with 
the responsibility of selecting a wife for somebody else. 
And I think in-that he is to ,be most heartily congratu-· 
lated! I know there are some' people who think they 
have mad;e suell an admirable success of the matter 'in 

, their own case that they are thereby qualified to be the 
~hampion match-makers of their community. But wise 
people will prefer to let other people make their, own 

, choice." And I think, if you read the story at your 
leisure in t~e twenty-fou~th chapter, you will find that 
Eliezer was a little bit anxious as to how far he was 
to be held llesPQnsi,ble, for the success of 'his mission.' 
I say, he showed himself to be a very wise·man in recog­
nizing that there was a realm into whiCh he could not 
safely venture;, and before. 'he would, go forward he 
wanted it clearly understood that he was not ch'arged 
with making the choice. "No," said Abraliam, "the Lord, 
before ,whom I walk, will send his 'angel with thee, and 
prosper thy way; and thou shalt take a wife for my 
son of my kindred, and of, my, father's house. The Lord 
has made the choice, Eliezer. He h'as -appointed a woman 
to be the wife of Isaac. You ,have not to bother about it. 
You will be simply ij:~s instrument in finddng her. It 

, is none of your busines's to make the selection." 
'I am glad th'at that limitation is placed upon the gospel 

mmister, that I have not to choose who shall be the bride 
of my Lord; for I do not know where" I sh'ould find any­
body fit to be mated with Him. Where should I go to 
look for such an one? Where should I flind' one worthy 
to ,be the consort of the King of kings?' But the J;.ord 
has relieved us of that resons-ibility, the choice is with 
iBm. He said to His disciples,- "Ye have not chosen me, 
but I have chosen you." . ' 

It would be a strange thing, would' it not, if every 
man and wo~an were permitted to make his or her 
choice in this, special' matter, and that the" Lord of glory 
should have a bride chosen for ~im? I am not at all 
surprised that the King of glory shou1d have said, "I 
will choose My·own bride", because He knows what sort 
of ·bride he wants.. And I am very glad, I say, as I preach 
the gpspel, that I preach wi.th the conviction that the 
matter has 'been settled by Somebody else, and-all I can 
do is to be the Lord's instrument in finding His own 
elect. S'omebodY who hears me,over the ajr to-night says, 
"Why, sir, you, are altogether out~of-date. You preach 
that antiquated and outworn doctrine of election. You 
do .not :believe that, do you?" Yes, I do; and I ,rejQice in 
it. T,hat listener replies, '''Well, I don't." Yes you do, but 
you do not know it. I wonder why you were, not born 
in the heart of China? .. I wond'er why your skin is white 
instead of 'yellow?1 Who d'etermined to put your soul 
in a w:Q.ite tabernacle instead' of a black one?' Go 'back 
over your life's history and count, the good things and 
the perfect gifts that have come "into your fife. Did 

'you choose them? If you look back over your life, you, 
will discover that you have been"'doing, your 'very best at 
every turn to'spQil it, to ruin it, and',if there had not 
been a ~~nd of 'grace upon you, you would have been 
ruined' long ago. The very best things that have come 
to you have come; not by your choice, but by God's de­
terminit:lg purpose. . 

If y~U recognize that, you will go down before Him'in 
humble 'gratitude and pral~e Him for ever th'at you are 
what' you are, that you are here i{1 this place of worship 
to-night, or hearing the message over the air, even if 'you . 
are not a Christian, and have still ali oPportuIlity to 
yield yourself to .christ: It may"lbe argued that that 
limits ,the gospel. 0 no! It, ma~~s it just as wide as it 
can possibly be. I had a friend some 'years ago to whom 
some people of or ather hig,h doctrine' said, "You know~ 
p,astor, we can understand you spmetifnes when you 
preacli; but _at ot,her times when you give your broad 
invitations to everybody; we,do not understand it. Surely 
you know that when souls are saved they are saved by the 
power of the Holy Ghost, and that'they are ,really chosen 
of God. And you oug.ht to preach to them." "Well," he 
said, "I believe all that, but I do not know who they are. 
If 'you will just go around through the congregation and 
put a ticket on them, I will preach' to them. But," he 
said, :'WEl do not know them; and I give the broad invi­
tations of·the gospel and l!'!ave it"to God to :f.ind those 
whom He would choose." 

I am glad 'thilt the Lord has a~pointed someb~dy to 
be 'the brid'e of, the 40td Jesus. ' I am glad, if I may 
reverently say so, that I am absolutely assured: from the 
teaching of the Word tiiat Jesus is not going to be left 
without a bride. I am rejoiced that the mar,riage of the 
Lam'b will really come some day; and when the marriage 
of the Lamlb is come, it 'will be said, "His wife hath made 
herself ready." There is no perhaps or peradventure 
about it: I would give up' the preaching, of the' gospel 
at once if I had to nrake the selection; because I d'O not 
know whom I' woilJd select, or' whom I could persuade 
to co~e. ~'" 

Another 'point: Eliezer 'was not charged with the, re­
sponsibility 'of making the "Woman ,willing. I think he 
is to be cong.rattilated on tbat, too. I rather think there 
is a' little history- 'between the lines" there, for when 
A'braham told, him what he was to do he seemed t~ be 
filled with alarm, and the very first thing he said' was, 
"Peradventure the woman will not- be willing.'~ What 
then? Sometimes it is d,ifficult to get her to be willing, 
although some people .... say it is not so difficult as 'it is 
generally supposed to be!' I do not know much about 
that; ,but I do know that in the spiritual realm it ,would 
be impossible to persuade siriners to be willing to come 
to Christ.' Oh, ~tlie d:ifficulty of it!, Don't you ,see, 
Eliezer came to, talk to this woman about a man whom 
she had p.ever seen, a man living in the distance, and 
he had to lead her to fall in love with somebod~ upon 
~hom her eyes had never .z:ested. .:, ' 

'And that difficulty inheres' in the gospel. How shall 
we get- s'inners to fall iI\,.love with our Master? How 
shaH we ,get them to yield' themselves to \ Him? How 
shaH we make them willing to become the bride of the, 
Lord Jesus? Well; we have ,not to do it. Abraham said" 
"The Lord, before whom I wa}k, will send his angel with 
,thee, and the "Lord will make' her willirig, Eliezer. Don't 
YiOU worry I,\oou.t that The Lord ,will open hez: under­
standing; the Lord will help her to see where her in­
terest lies. just do as the Lord di,rects you, and all will 
be well." I am glad of that element in the gospel: "Thy 
people shall be wilUng in the' day of thy Power." Some 
of, us can say, "Whom having not seen, we love; in whom, 
though now we see him not, yet believing, we .rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory." We have actu­
a:lly fallen in love with a Brid'e'groom Whom we have 
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never seen. I!e is yonder, and the day of the marriage the well, the man stood there wondering l to wit whether 
will come. Some day He' will be seen coming in the the Lord had made his journey prosperous or not. He 
clouds of heavep ~ith power and great glory to' take sa,id, "Lord, is it possible tliat I have been led step by 
His bride unto Himse"lf. Then, for the first time, upon step until I stand· at last in the presence of the woman 
the mar,riage o...ccasion, we shall see Him as fie is, and whom Thou hast appointed?." And later when he came 
we shaH love Him too. ., . . into the house of Bethuel and told his, .story, told about 

-But who taughit us to love Him? It was only the how he prayed, this is what he said, "Before I had done 
Spirit of God Who could open. our understanding, en- speaking in. mine .heart, behold, Rebekah came." There 
lighten our minds, and' help us to see .. that Jesus was ;: she was. Ah, you who would be soul-winners, let me 
"the chi~fest among ten thousand" and the One alto- commend to you that story if you want to be 1ed 'to the 
gether lovely. Haven't you read the Word? I quote it people whom God will prepare and briIfg to the feet. of 
often, but let· me put these two scriptures together: Jesus Christ. Speak in you,r hearts, and He will lead 
"The god of this world hath blinded the minds of them you. And that is the measure of our" responsibility, of 
which believe -not, lest the light. of the glorious gospel my responsibility this evening. I trJ.lst that God, in 
of Ohris't,.. who is the image of God, .should shine unto His providence, has brought us together here in this 
them." He has drawn down the blinds lest the image place, and has selected those who should hear us from 
of Christ should appear to them, and they are blinded a distance; and that there are many to-night appointed 
and do not know Him. Of us who believe it is said, "For to be members of the bride of Christ. The Holy Spirit 
God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, is commissioFled to take this word and to app'ly it to 
hath shined in our .hea·rts, to give the light of the knowl- your hearts, to break your heart, and to bring you in 
edge of. the glory of God in ,the face of Jesus 'Christ." humble penitence to the feet. of the Lord" Jesus. 
We have seen Him by faith, not with these bodiily eyes, . 
but we have seen Him', and "we know whom we have 
believed:, and are persu'aded that he is able to keep that 
which' we have. committed unto~him against that day." 
T~ose of. us who are 'Christians are getting ready for 
that happy marriage ·day that is certainly coming by 
~d~ , 

'The Spjrit has power still to make people' willing. 
When the Apostle. Paul went to Corinth and spoke to' 
the women who resorted to the place of prayer, it is s'aid 
that "a certain woman name!!' Lydia, a seHer of purple, 
of the city of Thyatira which worshipped ~od, heard 
them; whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended 
unto the things which were spoken of Paul." At His 
girdle swing the keys of aU doors~ and whE!ll He would 
get into a human heart He has the latchkey; He can 
quicken the understanding, and enlighten the mind, and 
engage the affeetions, arid inspIre ils to fall in love with 

, the Rlbsent Bridegroom. Oh, may He do it this evening! 
'There was one thing, however, for which Eliezer was 

responsible: . he was responsibl,e for putting himself at 
the Lord's disposal and allowing' himself to be led to 
Isaac's Rebekah. And he said, "I being in the way, the 
Lord .led me to the house of my master's brethren." 
Eliezer carefu'lly watched and asked for divine d-irection. 
I hope everyone who hears me will read this twenty­
fourth chapter to-night. Every word of it is full of 
spiritual suggestion.· Eliezer went off at Abraham's 
direction, and he asked the Lord to lead him. He said, 
"0 L G ' ' . ord' ad of my master Abraham, I pray thee, send 
me good speed this day, and shew kindness unto my 
master A:braham. -Behold, I stand here by' the tweil of 
water; and the daughters of the men of the city come 
out- to draw .water;· and; let it co~e to pass~ that the 
damsel to ,whom I shall say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray 
thee, that I may' drink; and she shalI say, Drink and 
I will give thy camels drink also: let the same b~ she 
that thou, hast appointed for thy servant Isaac' and 
thereby shall I know that thou hast shewed kindnes~ unto 
my master." 

'The women came out to ·the well, and he approached 
one of them and made his request. "And, sne said Drink 
my lord; and she hasted, and let· down her pitch~r tiPO~ 
her hand, and gave him drink. And. when she had done 
giving him drink, she said, I will draw water for thy 
camels also." As she w~s letting ilown her pitcher into 

/ 

II. 
. Now, then, WHAT WAS, HIS PROPOSAL? First, it was' 

made to a particular person, and to one of whom it is 
said that she "was very fair to look upon". I am not 
surprised; that. 'Eliezer should ·have gone looking for 
somebody who "was very fair to look upon", for he was 
mJ.lch in love with his master. He must have said, "Where 
shall I find a woman who is fit to be his bride? I must 
look for the fairest of all the daughters of the land. 
And even she wi'll scarcely be worthy to become the con­
sort of so princely a soul as Isaac:" 

I delight in the contrasts as well as the comparisons 
of S'cripture. I wonder where we should go to look for 
a bride for Christ? l.remember speaking at a certain 
college in the United States a few years ago where there 
were between three and four hundred students. After 
the meeting I saw a number of the young men about, 
'and one man said, "Do you. see that man climbing the' 
hill . yonder? He is one of the most devoted disCiples 
of .Christ I h'ave ever known. He' is all on fire for the 
Lord. He seems to' desire nothing in the world but to 
glorify Him. Anet'do you know'where he was converted?" 
I said, "No," "In Sing Sing prison; while he w~s serving 

. a long term in prison he was saved." W'ho would ever 
have thought of going to' Sing Sing prison to look for a· 
bride for Christ? Why, we should, have expected to find 
her. among the. cultured people of the land'; among the 
people of social position, people of wealt~, people of 
education, people of refinement. 

.ah, what h'lunders we should make if we were left 
to make our choice! We should never think of finding 
a bride for Christ in prison, or among the outcasts of 
the la·nd. Oh yes, going yond'er to India, we should 
have said, "Where can the Lord find His· bride in India? 
It 'Will be among the BrRlhmans, among the high caste 

. people. . Nobody would ever think of finding; a bride 
among the lowly." But-that is what the Lord Jesus does. 
That is the wonder'of i.t all. He sets His love, not upon 
the fair and the beauti.ful, but upon the ugliest of alt 
Those who say, touching the righteousne~s' of the law, 
I am "blameless; "those who look in the mirror and say, 
How beautiful I am I-there is no chance of .your being 
a :bride of Ohrist. No! No! He d'oe~ riot look for the 
beautiful people: He looks for the people whom sin has 

'/ 
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marred,1 who' are disfigured and'deformed and broken 
altogether-1He comes 'to seek for them.'· But y.ou say, 
"Is that the sort of bride He will have?" 0 no! Blessed 
be God, this Master of mine can make the ugiiest beauti­
ful; He makes us over again. He transforms us into 
His own image and likeness; and some day when the 
marriage occasion shall come, and wh"ile a'myriad worlds. 
attend in wonder when He hri~gs His bride into the 
presence of His Father, He will "present us faultless be­
fore the presence of his glory with exceeding joy"; we 
shall be "without blemish and without s'pot"; we 
s'hall be "hdly and without blame. before him in love." 
And so I come to you this evening to tell you that there 
is a ch'ance for the wo,rst of sinners, that there is a chance 
for .the u'gJiest of mortals to become beautiful with the 
beauty of the Lord; and that He will make us at last 
fair, as He is fair. 

Then she was invited to become the bride of a very rich 
man. Isn'-t that a fine story? If I coU'ld write a' book; 
a real story-book, I think I would make the hero of the 
tale a poor man, and I think I would 'leave him moder-

...;. ately poor, 'and try to s'how that people could be happy 
~ though poor. But that is not how the story-ieliers do 

it. No matter how poor the bride may be, 'she al'ways 
marries a rich groom; for that reflects our desire, be­
cause that is what we should all ]'ike. When Eliezer 
.came to this woman, he s'aid, "And the Lord 'hath blessed 
my master greatly; and he is become great: and he 
hath given him flocks, and herds, and silver, and gold, 
and menservants, a'nd maidservants, and camels, and 
asses. And Sarah my master's, wife bare a son to my 
master when she was old: and unto him hath he given 
all tbat. he hath. A)) the wealth of AJbraham, who is the 
richest man in alt the ·country, belongs to Isaac. He has 
m'ade him' his heir, an.d if you come to be the bride of 

. my master's son, you will-share in Isaac's wea'lth." . ~ . . 

Oh, that is the gospel story. I do not invite you to 
he the bride of a .poor bridegroom. 0 no! God' hath 
appointe~J. Him "heir of all t~ings." I read of "the un­
searchable riches of. Ghrist", of "the exceeding riches of 
his grace". I read, also, of "many mansions". You young 
people, have you not dreamea a dream like that, ,of bav­

. ing a fine town house where you could live in the winter, 
and a countrY,estate with servants to wait upon you, and 
surrounded with all the things which wealth can buy? 
Yes,. that is the kind of life we should all like to live. 
Well, this Bridegroom has many mansions: "In my 
Fath,er's house are 'many mansions; if. it were not so, 
.I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you." 
What is our Lord doing just now? Getting ready f'Or -the 
wedding. He is away preparing a place for His bride:' 
And when everything is in ,readiness, and His hour shall 
come, He will come 'back to receive her unto Himself. 

Yet somebody goes around with a long face, and says, 
"I should like to be a Christian if it did not cOst so much. 
But, you know, heing a Ohristian means giving up every­
thing." A young 'l-ady came to me, a reporter of one of 
the NElw York papers, and wanted' to know my opinion 
about the questi9n of worldly amusements-you know. 
what tneYl are, don't you? We)); she came to ask me an 
about it, and rather pitied me b,ecause I did' not go to 
these things. But I s'aid, "Do not waste your sympathy 
on me. I .have some better occupation than that." "But." 
she s'aid, "how do you live? pow .do you enjoy yourself? 
how in the world do you get on if you do not do these 
things?" What a conception of life that is!. No: com-

ing to Christ mean~ being married 'to a royal Bride­
groom; it means becoming the' c(jn~ort of a King; it 
means having the wealth, not of this woiJd, but of an 
worlds at 'the command of faith, and being heir with Him 
of all things. I invite you to a real religion, t.o accept 
the wealth of the universe as the gift of the royal Bride­
groom. It is not sacrifice, it is not giving up - it is 
receiving, when we come to Christ. 

There was, however, a conq,ition. .EIiezer said, "Per­
adventure the woman will not he wiHing to foHow me 
unto this land. Mayhe s'he will say, 'We)), it is ali right. 
Your master may be a very fine man; and if he is all. 
you s'ay he is, I do not mind becoming his bride; but, of 
course, I could' not think of leaving my mother. Never 
as·k me to do that. I shou'ld ,have to live at hQme. I 
~ould not get along unless I cou'ld See mother every day: 
And I have some brothers and a father, and this country 
where I live is very attractive to me. You go back and 
tell your master if he wants me he will have to come to· 
the same l!ouse and live with my mothe~ and take direc­
tions from her as I .... do." W:ha-t about that? What do 
you think he would say? No, she dlid not say' that. But 
Eliezer was afraid it would be so; and he said to Abra­
ham, "Peradventure the woman wil1 not be wi'lUng to 
fo))ow me unto this land. What then? Have I any per­
mis'sion to meet her requirements, or sha)) I tell her that 
I'saac will live half way so that it wiH be as near to her 
house as to his, an!! they can visit. back and forth?" 
. "No," said he, "you teU her she must leave her family, 
for Isaac is worth everything; and that if she wants to 
be his hride, then she must corne to live with him, and 
she must recognize him as her lord, as her husband, as 
the lover of her soul. Under no' other conG'itions can 
she come. If the woman will not 'accept those terms, 
then you shan be clear from this my oath. I will absolve 
you of all responsibility." 

"I s'hou,!d like to. ibe a Christian," someone Sl:!.ys, "but 
you do not expect me to go all the way with Him, do 
you? You don't expect me to turn my back' upon the 
world, the flesh, 'and the deyil. and divorce myself from 
myoId life and Jive a new life with Him? You don't 
expect me to do that?" The terms of the gospel are just 
that: "Hearken,. 0 daughter, and conside,r, and incline 
thine ·ear; "forget al'so thine own people, and thy father"s 
house; so shal,! the king greatly desire thy beauty; for 
he is thy Lord; and worship thou him." I can upon you 
to' 'come to the Lord Jesus with an entire abandonment; 
and for everything you leave behind He wiJ] compensate 
you ten thousand fold. Rebekah may have left some' 
thing·s behind, but she rec'eived far more than she left. 
"And the servant. brought forth jewels of silver, a:p.d 
jewe'!s of gold; and raiment, and gave them to Rebekah" 
as a love-token from his 'lord, as' the earnest of the great 
wea:Ith that was to be hers by and ,by. Nor d() we have 
to wait for the marriage to begin to be rich: "Bring forth 
the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his 
hand, and shoes on his feet." There are some luxu,ries 
in the Christian life Which may be enjoyed here and now. 
He giv:es us jewels and ornaments, and He makes' life 
worth while here, so that some of us feel 'if heaven were 
not any better than what we have here, we could get 
al()ng very happily, if on'ly we had- 'the presence of the 
Lord..I ' 

A'nd then she was admitted to a very exalted position. 
Did you ever hear of anyhody marrying for position? 
I have; and I have been told of members. of the fa.mily 
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who became united with some family of distinction. lUI. ._ 
And you wilI get position if you come· to the Lord Jesus. '~And now "if ye will' deal .ki~diy· and' truly with my 
If you marry the Lord Jesus you will find that. He will master,. tell .. me: and if not, tell me; that- i'm·a.y turn to 
promote you to great honour. No; it <is not all shame; the right hand, or to the left." Eliezer had told his 'story, -
it is' not ali disJ;!.onour. There is position. . and now he said, "I want a/decision, plel!:se. I want' to' 

. There is also good 8ociety. I have heard of people know what you are going to do about it. I do not know 
marrying to get" into society. I remember some years whether Y9U a~e the woman appointe4, for my master's 
ago having in my study a 'beautiful plantLa lily, one of son or not. The only proof of it wil~ 'be that you come,­
the mos~ wonderfu'l plants I have ever seen. It was and, then I shall know that the Lord hath appoijJ.tec;i you. 
just a. cluster of blooms. One day some la,!lies called, You have to deal with my master, you cannot. evade the 
and my'wife 'brought them up to my study .. They came issue. You have to m.ake· some answer to the PJ;'opo'sal 
in and sat. down, and we had a very -enjoya.ble visit. I make." You cannot say "Yes" to God unless you mean 
Incidentally, they walked over to the window to examine ,it. He knows wh'en you dea1 kindly with'Him and return' 
the plant, and th'ey said that they had not seen anything the love that He has lavished upon you. "If ye will deal 
like it.· I said, "It is very gracious of you to make this kindly and truly. with my master, tell me." 
c~I1 on_ the pastor. It is noi very often that a company .. 'And what· did they say? The family got together, and 
of people come to my study like this." "Oh," they said" they said, "The thing'proceedeth from the'Loz:c;l. Let the 
"you must not be too proud of, yourself. We 4id not damsel abide witb us a few days, at ,the least ten;. after 
come to se'e you to-day, we came to see the lily!" "Then," that she shall go." But E'liezer said, "I-want·a decision 
I said" "I shall have to· be grateful to the lily for bring- now. If ye will deal kindly and truly with my master,' 
ing me good ,company." You keep company: with the tel'l me. But I must know about it because I have no 
Lily'of the Va!lley and you will have all Heaven come to time to waste. If you do not come, then I must tu,rn r 

_ cal'l ot. you.. . . ' to t)le right hand or ~ the left. . I cann9t' wait ten days, G 
I'Dhe best part of the story is that this bridegroom was I cannot wait ten hours. I will. not eat un.til I perform 

such- a wonderful'ma1lr-his name ,means "Laughter", be- . my errand. It is an' urgent busines's, and I must have-" 
cause at his comin'g Sarah, his' mother, laughed with an instant decision." , . ~ . 
joy. First of all, she laqghed in derisi9n at the promise ,I cannot promise YQU that the Lord will renew 'His.­
of his· coming, but later she la-ughed with joy at this gift proposal ten days hence; I cannot promise you that 
of a son., And IS8ac was one of .the outstand.ing charac- He will offer you all the glories of. His ·hou·se ten hours 
ters of history, a. quiet, beautiful, home-loving character. hence; indeed, I have no authority>tci offer it to you 
He was a.prince; I fancy there is, a'line there' that is any time but now. "Now" is the emphatic word'-of the 
not told. Eliezer wouid say to her, "I'have tol4' you aU' text. . 
about my master's wealth, I have told you' about hi's . 'The Bible is the most commonsense book in the.wo~ld. 
position, and that he is a mighty prince; but I cannot They said, at last, "All this is Rebekah's business.'.' And· 
tell you about him: you. will hav!'! to see him yourself to . when you are goin'g to get married" it is, your business 
~ow what he really is'·; ,he is one of the noblest men of and not someboclty"'else's. , :You have to m~ke the decision. 
alI the land" and she is a fortunate woman s'ho is chosen And so they said" "We wiI'l call the damsei, ,and enqu'ire 
to become the wife of such a man." . - of her about it. We will let her make the decision." , 

:The best part ~f the. gOSp~ st~ry is just that. Salva- 13'0 they brought, Rebekah in -and Eliezer· renewed pis' 
tion does not consist in t~e streets of' gold,. You know' proposa'l, and they-said unto her, "Wilt thou go- with 
'up there ~n His city the gold' is where the LGrd intended this man?" Oh, 'what a critical hour! What a crItical 
it to be, under our feet; just a cheap thing to ~alk on moment!, EUezer waited, wonderi~g still if the Lord. 
that is where it o.ught to ,be; the-gates are made of pearl: had made Ihis )\ray prospe~us. It is all ov~r now, .the 

,the walls are of Jasper,. and the mansions are very won- proposa'l is,before her, and Eliezer has done all that he 
derful. Of ·that bridal, home, we read, "And, the city needs to do. The servant has made his appeal; and now 
hath no need of the sun, neither o~ the··moon, to shine in . the family are all swept,aside,.'and"Rebekah.standiS there. 
it: for the glory of 'God di'd lighten it, and the ,Lamb is El'iez~r says, "What ,is your answer?". 'And she said, , 
.the light thereof." Salvation is not the'maJiy:mansions; - "1 will go." I think in ~lie~er'~ heart there was a great 
nor the streets 0'£ go'ld, ·no,r the 'walls of jasper, nor the !Hallelujah! He must have said, "This has been a good 
gates of ~ear1, ~or even the robe of righteousness apart d'ay .. It is all done, and m~ .n~askr is to h~ve a ·~ride." , 
~rom ChrIst, nor all the orp.aments of grace: salvatiQn . I wish I could perform' a marriage ceremony this 
IS Jesus Himself, Oh, that we may fall in love'with Him! evening. I have married many people, and cou'l'd I s·ay 
TIrat is what the gospel offers-the Bridegroom of the to the Bridegro.om .of our souls, 'Wilt· Thou' have this 
soul. . ' . . ' P90r sinner to be Thine for ever, what would· He answer? 

'But there is a line in this story I do not like: "In the r'think He would say, "Why did I wear this crown of 
cav~ that is in ~he field" of Machpe1ah . -. . there they thorns? Why these .marks qf the nails' in my Irands and 
burled Abraham and Sanh his wife; there they buried feet?' Do you not know that the way. to my. he'art was 
Isaac. and Rebekah his wife." Thus death terminated . opened by the soldier's spear.? .I died- to pay her 4eb'ts, 

. _ thi~ ma~;ia~e.1 But, blessed be Go'd, the z:narriage to to bring· her out of prison. Oh yes; I am ready; I am 
WhICh I InVIte you,_death has no power to disso'lve. We willing any time; I am .ready·now." What'will you say,? 
shall 'be one with. Him for ever. "And there shall be 'In performing a marriag~ ceremony, when we ask the" 
no more death, nel.th~r. sorrow, nor· crying, neither shall question: "Wilt thou have ~his woman to be thy.wedded 
there be any more paIn: for the·for~er things are passed " wife, to live together after God's ordinance.:in the hO'ly 
away;" Do you not ~a~t to be marri~d? Do, you not estate of matrimony? wm thou love her, comfort her, 
really want .to be mar~~ed? You who hear me, do you honour and keep. her, in sickness and in health; and 'for­
not want .to come to thIS Saviour of Whom I speak? ~ak.ing all ot~ers, keep thee only unto her, so long as ye 
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both . shall live?" and he says: "I will," .:...- is that mar­
riage? No! "Wilt lihou have this man to b~ thy wedded' 
~usband, to liye. together after God's ordin~nce in· 'ute 
holy· estate of . matrimony ? Wilt ,thou love hlm, comfort 
him, honour and keep him, in sickness and in health; 
and, forsaking all others, keep thee only unto him, so "lo~g . 
as' ye both shall live?" When 'she answers, "I will," be­
fore God, and in tihe eyes "of the law, they are no mo~e 
twain hut one. Jesus has said, "I will." Wi'll you, answer? 

Let us ·bow together in prayer, and' m,ay every heart 
. respond· to the' Saviour"S call: 0 Lord, Thou hast prom­
ised that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord 
shall be save·d. Hear us as we 'pray for th'is congrega~ 
'tion and for the hundreds and hundreds of others --: 
. mayhap many .tihousands - who are listening. We be-
lleve Thou 'hast spoken to a multitude of people. Oh, 
may the sweet storY of Jesus and His love bre'ak their 

. / .. hearts! May they resP.OI.1d to Him, and yield themselves 
wholly to Him. We ask it in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 

I have seen many people comedow:n th'is aisle to 
be married - and they were not ashamed. You come, 
and boldly confess your. fliith in Christ. If you have 
never confessed ChriSt;· come now; even if' the. way is 
not clear, come if you desire to know Him. .If He calls 
~ou, .respond to His invitat'iQJ,l. ·Some witnessed this or­
dinance to-night who .have never' been', baptized, but you, 
want to,be; ~ill you come? Perh~ps there are others who 
desire to come into the fellowship' of the church, come 
at once. And you Christians, pass. on tihe inVitation to 

. .those beside you. 
, ' Let us sing.: 

, . 

o . . "Depth of mercy! can there be 
Mercy stUI reserved for me? 
Can my God His wrath fot-bear? 
'Me, the chief of sinners, spare?_ 

"-I have long withstood -His grace, 
Longjrovoked Him to His faICe.; 
Waul not hearken .to His calls, 

. Grieved him by a thousand falls." . .. \ ~ . .' '" : 
Notwithstanding, He calls you. WI'll you come as we 

'~HIS NAME WAS MUCH SET. BY" 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T; T. Shields 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, 
on a Sunday .Evening. . . .' 

(IStenO'gr~phically Repo~d):' _ . 

"David -behaved himself more wisely than all the 
,servants of Saul; so that lils name was much set 
iby."-1 Samuel 18:30. • 

Prayer, before the Sermon 
o Lord our God, we bow in Thy holy presence' de~ring 

to feel ~at thou art .near; Thou art a:l'ways with us,-

'~Asleep, awake, at home, abroad, 
We are surrounded stitl with God." 

Yea, Thou dost' dwell·in the hearts of Thy 'peopl~, for w:e 
who sometimes 'were far off have been mad~ nigh by the 
bloo.d of Christ. If any man h!l-ve not the Spirit. of Christ 
he is none of His. W e ~hank" ·Thee that so many af' us in.­
Thy presence know something of the a!biding presence of the 
Holy Spirit. Thou hast especially promised to> meet with 
those who' gather in Thy name. We thank Thee that Thou . 
hast verified that promise to us again and again. We 
rejoice to know I that Thou art here to-night, and we come -
to worship Thee •. 

We temember who Thou art, the 'Holy 'One in Whose pres­
ence even the· sinless· angels veil their. fa:ces. How shan 
we come where Thou art? We have' no wings "with which 
to veil our faces or 'to .cover our feet, but we hide beneath 
the win~s ~~ the cher:ubim overshadowin!g the mercy-se~t; 
. and we reJOIce to 'beheve that the 'blood of Jesus Christ, 
God's Son, cleanseth -us froni aU sin, and that when we make 
mention of the blood and of the, rlgh~oU!mess of Chnst, 
Thou dost meet with us, Thou dost fulfil Thy covenant en­
gag,ements with the people whoIP Thou hast chosen. 

Therefore do we come acJc:powled!gmg. Thee, the Father; , • 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost: We wouid -be numbered thi~ 
evening, by Thy grace, among those who worship Thee' 
in Thy glorious ~anctuaryl presenting our prayers and our 
praises thrqugh Hini Wihp IS ,the Antity:pe of the Temple,..and 
,the' FuIfilment of -all that therein was promised and pre­
di'Cted.. We thank Thee that through Him we have access to 

'one Father. . . .' '. 
LOOK upon this congregation in its need this evening, we 

beseech Thee. We· thank Th~e that before The.e" we are 
never'lost in the crowd. We appear befo~ Thee as individ": 
uals. Thou great 'Shepherd of the ,s'heep, Thou dost call 
Thy sp.eep ,by :name. One by one <lost Thou call . them" one sing i~? Who' will be the first to come this evening? 

,"Whence to me this waste of love? , by one dost Thou. lead them. Help ·us that we may. lay hold, 
. each. for himself or herself, upon the righteousness of our 
Lord Jesus, atrd claim the full 'value 01, His atoliin'g sacrifice 
in our belialf, that we may enjoy the sense of .b~ing clean 
before Thee, that '.we may: hear. our Well-'Ueloved say, Thou 

Ask my.Advocate above! 
See the cause in Jesus' face 

" .... ' 

.- N.ow befo~e the throne af grace." 

Who ~ill'come? Let 'many come:to Him 
Sing the fou·rth verse: 

this evening. 

"There for ~e' the Saviour stands, '-. 
'Shows His wounds,' and spreads His hands; , ' 
God is love, I know, I feel; \ 

. Jesus weeps; and loves me stilt" 
. 0 

'Two have come, but are there ijot many more? I be­
lieve scores ought to yield to Him to-n'ight. Come as we 
sing the next v~rse : 

'(J)f I-rightly read Thf heart, . 
If Thou all compassion an, 
IBow Thine ear, in.mercy bow, 
Pardon and accept me nowl" 

There are ·so many here whom I feel will come this 
evening that we dare not close our service at nine o;clock. 
There are many who are out _of fellowship with any 
particuTar church in the~ c'ity. Why- 'do you not join with 

- us if you stand for the things for which we stand 1, You 
who are ~'acksliders, will you not come ho~e to-night 1 
Come as we sing. . '" 

.. art aD fair, my.love; there is no spot in ,thee. .. ',' 
We thank Thee for the believer's completeness' in Christ, 

for the·fa:ct that. Thou hast covered us' withij:is righteous­
ness; that Thou hast clothed us with ,the ·garments pf salva­
tion, even adorning us with the ornaments· of grace. We 
thank Th~e that holy as Thou art we may 'lift up our heads 
and come to Thee with reverence, but with 'boldness, because 
Thou has 'bidden :us to' come. - _ 

Speak to every ·.member of this congregation this evening 
out af Thy Word; enrich us every~one. May those who are 
in need of comfort find it in Christ Jesus! May light shine 
into darkened ~earts as He is lifted up! May we find in Him 
all the treasures of wisd'om and knowled'ge, and recognize' 
that in Him there i~ hid al'l the fulness o'f the Godhead 
bodily! "Wha\ more .could we ask for eacJt other than that , 

. we should 'have Christ in fuller measure, that we may know .' 
Him better, that· we may know Him, and the power of-His 
resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being 
made conforma!ble unto 'his death, if by apy means we mitrht 
attain unto the resurrection of the 'dead? This is o.ur deSire, 
this is our prayer. 

So do Thou ibless those who hear Thy Word. May the 
King's arrows be sharp in the 'hearts of the King's enemies, 
whereby the pE!<lple fall under'Theel May the arro"\V of con­
viction pierce the joints ,of many. a h!l-rJfess, and caus«: men 

- . 
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to cry" I am wounded; for 'l'hou'dost wound that Thou mayest slain his thousands, and' Da~id his ten thousands," a 
heal, and kiH fuat Thou mayest make adive. spirit of jealousy entered into the soul of Saul, and he 

Lord, bless us every one. Let salvation come to this house. " . 
Give grace to' men and 'women who should confess Christ. eyed him", he hated him, he be<;ame hIS enemy. 
Ml:!-y this service contribute much to the glory of Christ, But the David who had won the victory against Goliath 
and- to the salvation of men, Amen. proved his tr.ue greatness in the fact that he had learned 

somewhere-the mastery o{himself. It is again and again' 

A 'S WE studi~d'-our lesson in the, morning class to~ay remarked that in difficult circumstances, in a situation 
these partIcular words-though I have read them that would h'ave tried the' metal of most men, "DavId 

'hundreds of times-Ie-aped out at me, demanding atten~ 'behaved himself more w~sely than all'the servantd of 
tion. So I have selected them as a text this evening: Saul". In the court of Saul, and in the presence of al'l 
"His name (David's name) wa's much set by", that is, the people, David behaved himself with consummate wis­
was precious. I dom. He, went in and out among them w,isely, giving 

Not long before this the name of David was unknown _ no o'ccasion for criticism to the people, doing nothing 
in Isra~l. He was living obscurely, an unknown s~ep- that would tarnis'h his reput~tion, or that would dim­
herd-l'ad, keeping his father's sheep in the wi'lderness. inish the glory he had earned by his g,reat victory over 

,His name had I].ever been publi{! propeIiY. No one had the PhiJistine. 
ever looked to him for help in any emergency. He was As the nati~nal life ,15e(;ame more and more' com­
esteemed the ,least of all th~ sons' of an inconspicuous plicatea, and the enemy beset them on every hand, when 
father; and ,when the seer" by divine direct~on, came to there was trqu'h'le within and trouble without, the people 
the house of Jesse to anoint one of h'is sons as successor turned toward'this young man, and "his name was much 
to' King Saul, thus' surprising Jesse and: all his house- set 'by". T,he name of David Qecl;lme a charming name, 
hold, Jesse :summoned all his sons by turn with the e'x~ a name that dispelled the people's fears, a name that' 
ception of the shepherd-iad" whom he left out in the inspired them with hOpe arid new courage, that threw 
wi'lderness with t,he sheep. But h~ was later brought the exper'ience of Israel into a new perspective, and shed 
before Samuel, 'and the anointing oil was poured, upon a new light upon national.and indivIdual life, because 
his head. Samuel d,ecl'ared that he had been selected of suddenlyGqd had laid help/upon one that was mighty. 
the Lord to become Is'rnel's k'ing. But apparently his, Hehad exalted one:chosen from "a~ong the people". 
anointing made very little impression ejther upon Jesse, ISurely you cannot hear. that story without thinking 
upon ,his other -sons, or upon the nation as a wholE!; for ' of, a greater Name than that, a N arne th~t ,is above 
David returned to the wilderness, and,to ,his shepherding. every name, that is "much set 'by". S() with David for 
There he remained for SiOme time, unthought' of by the my 'il'lustration; a:nd ,the historical background: of this 

• peopl~, unrecognized as one of t'he potent'ially great i~ 'particular Pfrtion of Scripture to draw Upon, I shall-
Is~ael. '.'. ,', ~peak to you this evening· of the ,glorious Name' of 
, Then there came'a time when hIS father bade hm~ leave great David's ,Greater Son the Name that is "much set D 

, the s~eep and go .up to the camp o~ Saul., A crises. had·· by". Oh what a name it is'! 
come In I'srael's hIstOry. It was a time of g,reat national ' 

.1. peril, and the sons of Jesse ,had been C'alled to the colours, , 
artd we're enrolled in Saul's army. The wl).ole. nation 
trembled before the menace of ,a Philistine 'invasion. 'The name of David, even at this time, HAD A CERTAIN 
Dav'id we,pt upon this occasion with a basket on his arm,' HISTORICAL 'CONTENT. 
merely to carry provisions to his brothers, and,to see how It was representative of somethin,g tltat was already' 
they fa·red. " ~one, of a victory unparalleled in magnitude th,at had 

You are aU, familiar with the thrilling 'history which already been achieved. Whenever the people heard the 
followed; of how David heard the, vainglorious cham- name of David they thought of one of the darkest hours 
pion of PhiIistia throwing down the gauntlet to the men ,in Israel's history when suddenly light arose in the dark­
of Israel, challenging them to combat, s'aying, "Give me ness, and victory was snatched from wliat promised to 
a man, that we may fight ·together.~' But there was ~be overwhelming defeat. I 

no one to respond b)-the giant's challenge until, after IMay I pdt.it this way, the name of David was repre-
enquiries, the .name of David was proposed in the pres- sentative of a national deliverance; the deliverance not of ' 
ence of the king. He was sent for, and this lad from one but of many; for David's victory had'been wrought 
the sheepfold de{!lared he .was~ ready to go fortli' and for a' whole nation, and as J onathan lat~r s'aid to Saul, 
,fight the enemy of his people. And he went!' Israel". Look at that picture: a nat'ion favoured above 

I should impugn your inteUigence were I to take time the Lord through D~vid had wrought "salvation for all 
to rec'ite t'he deta'ils of the ,fascinating story; let 'it be all other nations, inspired with fear, terror-stricken by 
enough to say that David in' due time returned with the challenge of the champion 'Of Gath. Of all the brave 
the head of Goliath in his hand. He came into the men of Israel - and there were brave men among them, 
presence o'f Saul,' having amazed his hrothers, the as later history proved - ther,e was n~t one who dared 
whole army, and all Israel, by his marvellous exploit. accept the cha:llenge of the Philistine giant. Wisely they 
Saul, ,addressing '~im, said, "Whose son art thou, thou refrained from duing so, for there was not a man 'in 
young man?" He was stiIl unknown, but 'he hurst into Israel wpo was a match for this man of measure in' Gath. 
pu'bHc view, and earned the gratitude of a nation by the When Goliath said, "Come to me, and I will give thy flesh 
marvenous victory he achieved in the valley of Ela'h unto the fowls of the a"ir, and to the beasts of the field", 

,'again'st Goliafh of Gath. : it was no vain boast. It was exactly what he would have 
\ 'Then he was brought into the presence of the' king. done had ariy' othel' man than the man who went to meet 

Saul 'refused to let him return to his 'own house, seem- him attempted, his conquest., ' ' , 
ing to love him at first; and to appreciate what he had 'That s'cene in Israel presents a picture of the history 
done. ~ut when the women of Is~el sang, "Saul hath and protpect of the whole hum~n race, for Goliath is but 

J 
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. typical and illustrative of a greater giant, even the 
"prince of th.e power of the air", "the god. of.'this world", 
the "strong man armed", the victor over every human 
who had ever triE)d conclusions with him. They had all 
gone down ·before· him, and the dismal and tragic story 
had been written in huma-n' histo~, although 'not yet 
written for the Book, "By one man 'sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and so death pas'sed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned." 'There was·no man who 
could stand against the power of evil, o'r hope to 'be vic­
t()rious over the adversary of the human race. And just 
as Israel were threatened! with subjection to the power of 
Philistia, so the .whole ra~e was brought under the61om­
ination of the eviI one. Whatever name you select in 
history, you will always dis'cover that he was wounded 
mortally ,by the "strong man armed"; and that no one 
was ever able to stand against that prince of the powers 
of darkness. . 

was God,. He command's, and it is done. .And that which 
He does is done forever. 'But la greater po.wer was 
exerted in the redemption of men, and, in prov~ding for 
our l"egeneration, and for the creation of a new race, 
than in the original creation. There were qualities of 
Dei,ty caned into exercise in redemption that were not 
manires'ted in the first creation. Calvary, properly un~ 
derstood, with its corollary and complement, the resur­
rection, stands out as . the mightiest manifestation of 

• divine power the world has ever seen. 
In the one instance all that men· saw was the champion 

of Gath on -the one side, with the hosts of Philistia be­
hind, him; and the c!ourageous sop. of Jesse going forth 
unarmed, and without brasen parioply, but only a sling 
and, stone, againSot this great champion of Philistia, and 
behind him the hosts of Israel. That was· the material, 
the physical, aspect of it. But there were spiritual 
powers wrestling for the mastery there. 

What a prospect for the race there would be tod-ay 'When you think of the trial of Jesus Christ, and His 
if you' could eliminate the one Name that is ';much set by" ulimate crucifixion, you think of Annas,' of Caiaphas, of 
f·rom human history, if you could blot out· the record of Judas, of Peter who ·denied Him, of 'the disciples' who 
the New Testament, and leave the world as it was before forsook Him, of the multitude who clamoured for His 
Jesus Ghrist came! You will not find on any page of death, of Pilate who gave consent, and of the soldiers 
hi'story -. the. history, not' of a pa-rticu'lar nation, but of who nailed Him- to the cross, and you say, "That is Cal-' 
the. whole human race-the record of a man who was vary." No, it is not! Back of that there ~as a great 
able to stand up 'against the enemy of men. Until Jesus ·bat-tle· fought. These were but physical elements in the 
Christ came the whole race faced the same t~rrible possi· conflict. In the chapter I read to you this evening we 
bility as threatened Israel in a political sense. 'The whole were told that Jesus Christ triumphed over principalities 
race faced morally and, spIrituaJ.ly the same tragic pros- and powers; and, at, the place called CalvarY, as at the 
pect until Jesus was "b()rn in~ Beth'lehem of Judrea in valley af E~ah, spiritulil Philistia assembled her hosts, 
the days' of Herod the king", whim darkness' everywhere and 'champianed by the prince of the power. of the air, 
prevailed. . they set the batt'Ie in ar·ray against heaven:s glorious 

What then 'did David accomplish? He vanquished a Champion. All down through the ages that spiritual 
public foe. He fought, not his own battle, but the 'battle g.iant had bee~, saying, "Give me. a man, th.at we may 
of all Israel. He was a representative man as he went , . flg~t together. And God gave hIm a man In the M~n 
forth . with sling and stone against Goliath. '.ChrIst.Jesus!. When 'He went forth·alI.hel~ was mustered 

You are to estimate th'at battle not by the skill of fur HIS undomg. ~e saw what other.s dId n?t see, and 
'. ' , '. . as He approached- tlie cross, and the darkness gathered 

thIS shepherd-lad, not by the marvellous accuracy of b . t H' H 'd "N . th . d t f tho Id' 
pis aim' as he put the stone into the sling, and swinging a ou 1m, e sa~" ow I~ e JU 'gmen 0... I~,wor , 
it a·bout his head, let it fly, 'to bring Goliath down. 'There now shal! the. prInce of thiS ~?r~d be cast out. And 
was something more than that in the valley of Elah: !Ie pr.omlse~ that when ~he ~PIrlt &~ould come He would 
there was the mighty power of God superintending. It . convince} e world o~ sm, and of rlghteou~n~ss, and of 
was the directing, the unerl'ing aim of the Captain of Judgment -:-~ not of Judgment. t? c~me, as It .IS so often' 

. the Lord's hosts Who we~t fo!th again'st .the s~iritual quoted ,or ~~sq~oted.. In amplIfICatIOn 0
1
/ that thl"eefol~ 

powers that threatened the hberty and mtegrlty of . trut?_lie said, Of sm"because they be leve ~ot on me, 
Israel on that occasion. 'of rlgthteousness,~ecause I go to my Father: and; ye s~e 

. .. . '. me no· more; of Judgment, because the prince of thiS 
I do not thmk It IS pOSSible for us to over-emphasIze world is jud.ged " 

the judicial aspect of. the event which occurred at the ,,', . '. , 
place cal'led Calvary. The death of Jesus Christ was ·GolIath was not only Judged at, the cross-;he was dea,t 
the offering of a s'acrifi'ce once for 'all as an atonement a mor~al ?Io~ at ~h,; cross. Ther~ ~as f~lfIlle~, the word 
for our sins .. He was at on~e the High Priest, the -that was wrItten,. Thou shalt brUise ·hIS ~eel , ~)llt the 
'Sacrifice, the Altar, and the Temple-all that 'the great RepresentatIve, th~ ~eco~d ~dam, b~uIsed hiS head .. 
temple typified was realized in His own person as the As the st?ne f~om Davld·~ shng lodged m the f.orehead 
Incarnate GO'd. He did die in our. room and! stead'. While of the vaInglo~louscham~lOn o~ Ga·~h, S?, by HIS' d€at? 
I say we cannot over-estimate that aspect of the Cross, at t~e place called Calvary, and In HIS trIUmphant reSur­
there is a possibility of' our under~estimating another rectIo?, ,our Lord. J es~s dealt the dea~hblQw ·to the powers 
aspect of it. The preaching of' Christ is said to be to of eVil, and accomph~hed there. a VICttlI?' for th~ whole 
the believer "both the wisdom of God, and the power race II:s surely as DavI?' a~co~I?hs'hed a'vlctory for Israel. 
of God": ' He trIUmphed. over prll;ICIPa~ltIes ~nd powers, and ."m~~; 

'~God, in the 'person of His' Son, a shew of, t.hem op~nly, trIUmphing over them In It . 
Hath all His mightiest works outdone." '-':0 ~he. SPI,l?t~~lIy Instructed soul t~e name of Jesus 

. • Christ IS slglllfICant of the greatest victory ever accom-
!The Crloss of, Calvary was .historically the supreme pIished in this theatre of human history and experience, 

manifestation of the power of God. He called the' worlds J es~s Christ is the name of the greatest of all heroes, 
from naught; He called ·the universe into being 'by His and, ·blessed be God, to countless millions,· here and yon­
almiighty fiat; He said, "Let he", and it was so, for He" der, His name is "much set by". 
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II. know Him to take advantage of the 'storehouse of power 
He not only accomplished a victory thus for the race,. avallable to. every heIiever.. Forgiveness of sin is funda­

maJking possible the freedome for the race, but HE MADE mental'to all else, but being thus forgiven, yoU: may live 
PRESENT VICTORY POSSIBLE'FOR EVERYONE. Israel were a 1ife of liberty an'll perpetual victory in 'Christ Jesus. It 
freed from the menace of PhiHstia. -Someibod'Y had, is ~possible .. for the believer to 'say, "·nianks' be to 'God, 
accepted . the. giant's challenge; somebody had won which g.iveth us the ViCtOI:Y through our Lord Jesus 
a victory over him, and, in effecting that victory, .. he ChristY .There is a' repository of power, there is a. 
made victory possible for every;one. Oh', the power that' treasury of wisd~m, there is a res~ry~'ir of grace, in the 
is treasu·red up for the race-for'the z;ace-in the Name person of our Lord, upoil which ali believers may draw 
th'at is "much set ,by"! A new race is now pos~ble, for I for aU of time and all of eternity; and never exhaust the 
the second Ad'am, the quickening ISpirit, is the LordI from infinitude of His wealth. Everything is in Christ for' , 
heaven:' . you. His name is representative of everything yoq. can 

"He, hen i'n he'll laid loW, . possibly need, and is-"much set by". - "Unto 'you there-
IMade siri, H~ sin o'erthrew; fore ,which :believe ,he is precious.U. -Is He not 1 Why do 

.. Bowed to the'grave, destroyed its soul, you not say, Amen (,Chorus of , "Amen !") 'Why do you 
'An:4 Death, 'by dying, slew.", . . not say, Hallelujah 1 ('Chorus of "~alIelujah!") . Some of 

you need d'ynamite to wake you up. . 
As ytou ,think of the historical content of the name of "But if the name of Jesus Christ be anything like 

Je.su~ .Christ, m~ditate upon it af! represen~ative of the I what I ha,ve tried to describe _ His character, His per­
, miglitJe~t .expIOlt~may I reve::ently say It-that can son, His works, His programme, His purpose, His 

at any t.Ime be cred'ited.to ?od HIm~~f... ' _ . promise - the prospect for the future transcends the. 
'But we must not wrIte o.ur ~le~SI,ng-S In the past tense. utmost possibility of expression. or'definition by human 

There ... are men who haye dIed In tl),e hou·r of VIctory, al].d· speech. Imag:ination's utmost stretch: in wonder dies 
'have left a legacy ~f worth ,to those wJ:to followed. after away when we contempl'ate the glories of our Lord Jesus 
them, but-who have not lived to repeat their victory, or Christ. What a name His is! : How much we ought to 
to perpetuate their power. Jesus Christ d'ied, but He "set by" it! . . . ' , 
rose again! .David went out to meet the giant,. and he . . '" \ , , . ' 
came back from the conflict with the head of his-victim Jes.us, the name hIgh over.all, . 
in his .hand .. Our Lord Jesus stiU lives. His name is not In,earth, on sea, or sky .. 
,only:repl'esentative of great accomplishments in the past, Angels an~ men 'before HI~faIl, 
but ',His .name is. "much set by" as our only "hope for . An~ dev~ls fe~r and fly .. 
years to, come". We do- not write His achievements·in ' ''Dhe devils knew ·His m~me, did they not? - "What 
the 'past tense" only, for He still lives fucarry on His -have we to' do with thee, Jesus, thou Son' of God ?,. art 
glorious work. . thou cQme hither to to.nnent u's before the time 1" . Well 

'Could we go into the details of this story I think we did 'the evIl spirits know that judigment was past up.on 
could find an illustration every step ,of the way: David"s' the domain of evil, and ~hat in due time Christ woul'd' take 
wisdom, his wise behaviour, his acceptance of the fur- to HiII]s~lf His great power and r~ign. 
th~r· .. chalienge of Sau'}, hrs circumvention of all ~aul's 
attempts. to destroy, . him, his going out and returning 
again the victor over two hundred, Philistines. . Again 
and again he wrought victory for Is·rael, and' with every 
victorY his'fame in~eased; with every proof of his power 
the confidence of the people was zhore firmly estaiilished, 
until by' and by· they began to feel that as 101lg as David· 
lived the kingdom ,was secure'. "His name was much 
set ,by". . , 

-' ' ,Ind'i~id'ual victorY ,was possible after "national victory 
, -had 'been achieved.· . Every man was menaced by G~Jiath's 

threat.' Every mali was humiliated by not being able io . 
accept his challenge. The greatest -of al~ warriors in 
Saul's a.rmy must have . bowed his'.head iil'shame as he 
acknowledged' to himself, "I bave.n'Ot it in me to do. battle 
with such a warrior as he." Every man was defeated in 
advance until David hali lail1: the champion 1O'yv. And in 
that· .victory every ind'ividual Is·raelite was potentially 
victorious; He had but to take fun advantage of the 

, opportunity afforded. nim, and live" as a free man in 
ISI:ael. . ' . " 

'Everything Vie' need, dear fri~nd's, is in CIn-ist. Every 
bat~le that YOu' can 'possibly have~ to face has already 
been fought for you. Every' temptation that can pos­
sibly beset you lias been met in the person of you,r great 
Substitute; every difficulty that can confront you, every' 
hili you must climb, every mountain Y'OU must explore, 
every sea you must cross, every flood again'st which yOu' . 
must contend. He is the typical, representative, Man 

. Who h'as won a victorY for us. I bid such of yoU: as 

o 

III. 
I should like to·speak to you about the'naIIJ.e of David 

as an example to all Israel. I feei I must always be 
cautious when I speak of the Lord Jesus as an Example. 
He is that. But ther'e are so many who content them­
selves with citing the name of Jesus as the name of the 
great Exemplar,'and forget th-at He was first .the great 

_. Sacrifice and Priest .. Unless' He first of . all accomplishes 
a victory for us, and releases a power whe'reby it is' 
possible' to . live unto God, it'is useless'to have an exampie. 
But He d'id all that; even as David slew the"giant and set 
an example to all Israel, s~ did Jesus. Christ. I com men'll 
to you the story of David as one of the richest passages 
'in all.)J.istory. If you would see Ch·rist,· study" David.' 
The Messianic P.salms, prophetical'Iy laoking toward the 
future, are nearly al~ historically based in the experI­
ences ·of. David the son of Jesse .. So cIosely did his life 
parallEil that of the greater David that his. history ·is 
realiy prophetic of the great Ch~pion Who was to·,come. 

But what an example he was to Israel! And whai 'an 
. example the Lord Jesus is to us! I hear people talking 
about the "meek abd lowly Jesus". T-hey' speak of 
" Jesus": they do not say, the Lord Jesus Christ. They 
speak of "J~sus~" as thoug'll He were effeminate" a~ 
though He never uttered anything. but soft words. 'A 
ce'rtain paper paid me a compliment recently, ·but as most 
people compHment us here in Jarvis Street ... They have 
a way. of stroking one, as I heard my father say, with 
a sponge seein'g to it that it has a need~e in it. This 

.. 
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paper which I appreciate very mu'ch sai4. "Even Dr. 'confront, them; and as theysa~ David ever ,nfanifest 
ShieldiS' sympathizers say he is'too severe." more' clearly h'i~ v.risdo~, ,his matchless hel'oism,his 

It is not possible to be ,too, severe with that which God ,kingly qualities, I think the sagacious and spIritually 
estimates as deserving of 'hell itself. It is not' po'ssib'le enlightened among ,ttiem said, "Thank God for 'David. 
to be too s~vere with sin and error: It is jmpossible, by While he Hves there is hope for the future.'; Therefore 
human speech, ,too severl;!ly to condemn the present-day "His name was much set by". ' ' 
apostasy on the part of ministers and churches when and I should be the last to dimInish the honour confehed 
where they turn away, from the only oracle, the 'Word upon men who have worth'ily, won the esteem of their 
of ' God. I make no apology for my s,everity. Jesus Christ feHows.·"I am not among the number ,who lament the 
was the,most severe of all. He said to the religious lead- past, and who 'say that th~ nations have no great states­
ers and teachers of His'day, "Ye serpents, ye generation meil ,to-day. We must learn to see things perspectively, 
of viPElrs, ~ow can ye escape th!! damnation of 'hell?" and I venture the opinion that no statesman of any age 
That is "severe", is it not? That feU from the gracious_ of the'world's history did ever face g,reater difficulties 
ljps of Jesus Christ. When He went to 'the cross we, ~an confront ,the statesmanship of the world to-day. It 
behold ill- that, not. only the goodness, but the severi.ty IS not altogether to, a man's dIshonour if he fails in 
of' God. :When Pete1' and John went before the 'council, accomplishing the' d'e'liverance of his people from such 
they beheld in those disciples, not the "D.'iceness", nor- circumstances as now WFap us about.' Ther$! 'are great 
it Is not in the dictionarY, but I will use the phrase, the men to-day. ' There are. gr.eat names: ' , 
mushiness'-Of Peter and John: "When theY'saw the And there is a name!, Oh, there is a name! The Name 
boldness of Peter and John . . . they' took lmowledge of ' that is above every name. MY- Socralistic friends, you 
them, that" they had ,been with Jesus." How I loathe this a,re going to start new political parties?' You are going, 
"dearly beloved brother" stuff!, How'I abominate hon- to, .evolve new ec(}D.omic theol'ies, by the ,application of. 
eyed words that have in them th'e sting of the bee! WhICh you will establish' new economic systems? You 

;Never d,id the world see a bO'lder' or more courageo'us are going to bring in a new paradise on earth? ,Do not 
spirit than that which was exemplified in the person of, .. believe it! You still pave human,'nliture' to reckon with. 

'Jesus of Nazareth. ' If we would follow in the footsteps You may go. off the bold standard - or on it, sUbs·titute ' 
of the Lord, Jesus' we must meet- many a Philistine, we' silver for gold, o:r paper for silver';' but there is one, de:. 
mus·t do hllottle 'tith the powers .of evil. We need cOlir-' terminin'g f;llemerit iI) all /human, experlence, whether con~ 
age and boldness and'true heroism-in the cause of Christ. sid'ered,nanowlyas the e~q:ierience of an individual' or 
These' were exemplified in David, and in the 'person of broadly; of a nation;, or stilI more broad:ly, inte;na­
Christ: " tionaIly, Ulle determining factor. in all these matters ,is 

That does not mean that you are to go aroun'ci with a hu~an nature. "Whence 'come wars 'and fightings among 
chip 'on yoqr'should'er. Y'Ou do J}.ot need to! You will' YO,u?, Come t~ey not hence, eyen of your lusts that war 
get in' fig.hts enough, if you are faithful, .. without that. in your members?" No President of the .Un.ited, States, 

" David, behaved himself wisely. ' Be wise as serpents and - no Premier of' Britain, no Presiden't of F,rance (t~ey, 
, harmless as doves. "If 'it be pOS$ible,' as much as lieth cha~ge so often I cannot keep track ,of them)"no Hitler­

in you, :live peaceably with all ,men"-always' remember- 'there iS,not oneof ~hem ,!Vho has power to alter one whit 
ing that' it is not possible to live pea~eaoly- with evil, that factor which has ,brought death ,~~to the world, an'd 
with that which is contrary to God'. all our woes. Nobody can help us -but One Whose name 

We hear much about the ."fou,~ absolutes". I saw an ,is r~pres~ntative of a power that can make human nature 
article 'in a paper the 'other day, ,and I was amazed th'at o~er again. ' " ,,' , . -' 
a man, of -the inte'lIigence of that writer should' hav.e been' I renie~ber strolling in Hyde ,Pa,rk, London,' one Satur-
,guilty pf such a slip. He said, a: certa'in movemeni. has day afternoon. I like to observe the :British safety valvell ' 

, emphasized the absolute in ,honesty an'd purity more than, in operation, blowing off their stea~. I ~to~ped' at one, 
in unselfishnes's, and love. You cannot emphasize the 'place where. a Socialist was preaching blue ruin'....:.. it 
absolute.' The ,abso'Iute neeld's no_ ,emphasis. If . there was not blue, 'it was indigo - to all the w.orld, 'becau'se 
be a~solute ,honesty anywhere you cannot add, 'strength of t~e defective econom!c systems. You know it !lIl, and 
to th'at,' or to absolute pu,rity;. apsQlute unselfishness, or' I WIll ~ot yveary you by rehear!!ing it. He prop,ounded 
absolute love. !, his own theories, ,how all these troubles could ,be cor-

I wO!1ld dire'ct your attention, a~y from examples of ,re<:ted, how everyone was going 'to have a good house to 
that sort, to the one and only Person Who in all the 'live in; plenty of food an'd' clothes, how' paradise was to 
world's hiistory, has, exemplified these four' and' many be esta:blishe'd on earth. , 
other qualities in the abso'Iute. All virtues are in ChriSt ,As he was at'the hei'ght of his argument a little 'lady 
in the absolute degree, the utmost, the infinite. Follow on the outskirts of the ~rowd said, "Mr. Speaker, woula 
after Him. Make Him your,E~ample. David is a 'fine· you allow me to say a word?" For the firs't time that 
study for young men, but, a still 'better study is the afternoon he commanded' my respect because he showed 
Lord Jesus, Christ, always rememberin'g that we must he was a man of experience!, 'He replied', as I suppose' 
first see Him as our Champion, 'aft~r that as our Leader every man' ought to reply i,n such circumstances, "Cer­
and Example. ',' tainly." What else could h~ say? He stepped down from' 

his rostrum and' invited the lady to stantl in his place. 
She spoke something after, this fashion: "I ag,ree with 
my friend in all tliat he has saM in'descri'hlng the present 
conditions of human, life. It is deplorable to the last 
degree. I do diep'Iore it. I ,~ish that sometIi'ing could be 
done to better the conditions of living, and to elevate both 
the individual anldi the masses. I agree with him in much 
that he has said about the defeCts of our present system. 

IV. 
, This wo~d '"and "I must con~llid'e. David's name was 
"much se,t by" ·because 'IN HIS NAME RESIDED ALL 
ISRAEL'S 'HOPE FOR THE FT:JTURE. Sau'l was declining in 
in!f!uence and power every day. The people were looldng 
for someon~ ~pon whom they cou'ld depend, to :whom they 
could f-lee from the terror of any other enemy that might . . 

. ./ 
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I recognize it has manY' faults, and even its defenders 
will admit that it is far from perfection. t agree with 
my fri'end further in the expres'sion of the hope that we 
may hrave .better homes,. be~ter ~itiE~s; but f go. farther 
thran he, and say that I look for a time when we shall 
have .. idreal condiitions of life. i dissent from my f'riend 
at one point, and, that is that he. is entirely in error in 

) his expectation as to the source of these reforms. There 
is a Book in which is a picture of a beautiful city where 
the streets are paved with gold, where the gates are ;.of 
pear'l, an'cll the walls of jas-per. Of those who live in 
that ideal city it is said, 'They· shall hunger no. more, 
neither thirst any. more;' neither shall the sun light on 
them, nor any hea·t. For the Lamb which is in the midst 
of the throne shall feed them, and shan lead them unto 
living fountains of waters:' and God s'hali wipe away an 
tears from ,their eyes:' For that city I look.. The one 
failure of my .f';iend's argument is this: he forgot to 
tell us that thrat comes drown from God out of heaven." 

'Ah, yes! . That is the S-ource whence the power comes 
to better our earthly conditions, and for that the name 
of Jesus Christ stands, a 'iiame that" is "much s'et by". 

I think I can say I love our GelJIlan friends, notwith­
standing they were so recently our 'enemies" and' the 
French people, an:dr even'. the Russ-ia:ns. I believe in a' 
kind of 'internationalism. Not the internationalism of· 
Sovietism, but a spiritua:l)nternationality, aD(~ a world 
metropolis where all tribes and. tongues anli peoples may 
gather together, and the kings of earth may bring their 
·gloryand honour. illto it; but'when they' have done .so, . 
they wil'l lay it all at the feet of Him Whose name is 
'·much.set by". . ' 

.. J esus Christ is the Hope of the world-of the world 
now, of all. re'latipnships of life. He is the Hope of the 
world for the future. "The kingdoms of this world 
('slha:ll) become' the, kingdoms of our Lord, and' of his 
'Christ; and he shall reign for ever and' ever." And on'ly 
when, and in the measure in which, He is exa1ted, an'd 
His name is "much set by", shan any of us, as' individuals 
or as, nations. realize the goal toward which ou,r hea:rts 
are set: Still my Lord Jesus is the Desi·re of all natirins, 
the One in Whom all good consists. 

.Have ~"ou trusted Him? Have you come to Him? Is 
His name to you a name which is. "much 'set by"? Is 
His the name of the One Who paid. your debts, Who set. 
you. free, Who pardoned' all your sins, W'ho washed y01,lr 
sids awa~, Who made you a member of the roya1 family. 
Who madre you an heir of' glory, a joint-heir with Him­
self? Is that what He is? 'Then praise the Lord for it. 
If you have n9t trusted Him, my frieI).ds, trust Him to­
night. You business men who would not be s'een coming 
to Jarvis Street Church, do you know anything about this 
Name that is "much set by"? It is far greater than:any 
other name ybu can find. Will you trust :aim too? And 
will yrou be bold. enough to ·say in your place of business, 
in your profes'sional sphI;!re, in the. works'hop, in the 
home. in the' office - will you say to everybody, "Jesus 
Christ is the solution of all pro DIems" ? . Let us turn 
whole-heartedly to Him. 

Let us pyay: We thank Thee, 0 Lord, for the name of 
Jesus Christ.' We thank Thee for all that He is, for all that 
He has done, for all that He is now doing, and for all that 

. He is Yet to accoIil,p'lish in the fU!lfil.ment of His promise of 
'grace. Oh help us to set much by His' name. Bless our 
med~tation this· evening, and glorify Thyself in the deeper 
consecration of many of Thy believing children, in the res­
toration to favour and fellows'hip of many 'backsliders, and in 
the quickening into newnes.s of life of such as are dead' in 
tresptlsses and in sins. For Thy name's sake, Amen. 

'. 
R.C. 'LOSSES AMONG FRENCH CANADIANS 

The following article, translat~dJbelow, was· not writ­
ten by a Protestant but by a Roman Cathol,ic newspaper­
man for puiblication in a daily paper that is controlled 
by an order of priests. Buch statistics as are 'given h~re 
ought to be taken into account when estimating the. true 
meaning of the swelling boasts 'of huge gains that are 
repeatedly made by some Roman priests. Apparently nor 

'all the gains. on are tbe one side. We do not meanto·sug~ 
_ gest that all the 60,000 French Canadians in Ontario who 

have given up" the Church of Rome are active. members 
of Protestant Churches or that they are truly converted. 
;Nor do we suppose tp.at all the converts from Protestant-, 
ism to, Rome are moved by S1Piritual motives. Alas', alas; 
there are. many Roman Catholics who have wearied of the 
ini'quities of Rome but who have never come to a personal 
knowled1ge of Him who is the Wiy,· the T'ruth and the 
Life. NotwithSJtanding,.these 60,000 Canadians' of F,rench 
origin have turned against tne church of their fathers· 
far enougoh to diescribe themselves to the census as '~non­
Catholics ... Thisfaet serves to:give pause to tfie official 
propaga~d~sts -of Rome and. it ought to give us cause to 
think also. 

We translate the following from Le ,Dlf"oit of Ottawa: 
60,000 French Canadian Protestants 

Accord'in'g to the census of 1951 there .are 477,677 per­
sons in Ontario of French odgin and it is interesting 
to note that out of this number,417,470 declared them­
selves Catholics, that is to say a pr9Portion of 87.4. It 
is far from comforting, however, to observe that 60,170 
Frt!nch-Canadians in Ontario descrilbed themselves as 
non "Catholics. 

Commenting on these statistics, Father R .. Ares, 8.J . 
writes in Action Nationale of July-August: "W'e' ca:imot 
he'l:p being st~U'ck with ;!;he great ~um!ber of French­
'Canadians in Ontario who declare thems'elves non-:Catho­
.lies, and ,by the rava:ges made by Protestantism among 
them. Nearly 45,000 French~Canad'ians in Ontario belong 
to Protestant Churches and 60,170 even· label themselves 
non-Catholics. We cannot but remind ourselves that out 
of 3,237,128 French-iCanadians in the Province of Quebec, 
there is only twenty-thousand Protestants and 23,134 
non-Catholics? Do all the Protestants of French-Cana­
dian ori-gin emigrate to Ontario, or are .. conditions in 

.' Quebec more favoura'ble. for the .protection of the Catho-
Hc faith? . -

Have we·not reason in bemoaning such a Catho'lic loss, 
a loss that is ex·plained in large. part by the loss of the 
{French) langu.age, for the statistics also reveal that out 
of two persons who lose their mother tongue, one loses 
his faith. ' 

W!hen Father Charlebois was accused of. being too 
fanatical, he replied, "Do you think that as a priest I 
should be as fanatica:l as I am if I did not know! that by 
guarding their language, our compatriots .also guard 
thei~ faith and their traditions?" 

On the O'C'Casion of the thirteenth 'general congress of 
the Association d'Education, we renew our resolution to 
work stm more ardently to keep for our French com­
patriots in Ontario the treasure of their language in 
order better to conserve the trelilsure of their faith. 

, A Wall of Separation . . 
In 'Europe peopIe .laughed' incredulously when we told 

.them that the French priests· in Qanada teach and preach 
that the "F·re'nch language is the guarddan of the Roman 
'Catholic faith'~. We intend to send some of our French­
speaking friends in Belgium, France and Switzerland a 
copy of the above article for their amusement. One of 
the pastors in Belgium told me that in the 'goreat city of 
Brussels, to be known as anti-Romanist is a bad'ge of 
honour among great masses of people. In France,' the 

, Roman priests l.ament the inroads of yommunism, and 
at the most cla:im as adher:ents of their church not more 

o 
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than one Frenchman in ten. Yet in Quebec, the Roman 
Hierarchy has managed to make the provinc~ into a huge 

• -monastery around which theY' have built a high· wall of 
separation, over wbich few ever manage to escape and 
through which still fewer penetrate from the outsidle. 

. The name of that barrier is the French language and 
it is reenforced by nationaHstic pride ap.d race prejudices 
subtly inculcated through the years in priest-controlled 
schools and in the clerical press and now, lately, hy,means 
of carefully censored radio programmes. Few Protes­
tants take the trouble to learn. French in order to present 
to their F.rench-si>eaking fellow citizens the truth of the 

• .: Gospel, and thus they unconsciously aid and abet the 
designs of the priests. French-Canadians, often know 
enough English to do business in that language but com­
paratively few of them learn it ·sufficiently to gll"asp the 
message of Protestantism. And if they should! be in­
clined to turn from the church of their fathers, they are 
threatened with the subtlest and yet the severest form. 
of persecution: loss of family- and social bonds, in some' 
case dismissal from their position or the loss of busi­
ness; they are told that they cannot··be ma·rried properly 
or buried in a Christian manner nor can' their children 
be baptized' apart from the ministra.tions of the church 

. of Rome and its priests. It takes a very courageous soul 
indeed, . to' face the threat of future punishment joined 
to the more tangible sufferings of this life that are made 
against all who seek to leap over the wall of separation 
the priests have ereCted in three centuries of religious, 
educational; social and political rule in the province of 
Quebec. . 

In 'spite of all stich -threats of punishment here and 
herearter even a Jesuit priest has' to admit that there 
are tens of thous'andls of French Canadians both in Que­
bec and in Ontario who dare defy the worst the church 
can do to them. In relation to the great mass of 
'French Canadians' who remain under the domination of 
the priests, the Protestant minority is small, but they 
are representative of manY'more thousand,s who, if they 
dared, would follow their example and, be done with the 
incubus that has fed on them and their fathers while it 
c.rushed them to the ground in every. realm of human 
endleavour. We have already said that we a·re not so 
ingenuous as to s-uppose that aU these French Canadians 
who have quit the Church of Rome have done so as a 
matter. of religious conviction, .or, much less, because 

. they have enjoyed an experience of the saving grace of 
Him who is greater than any church or institution. And 
likewise we dlo not believe for an instant that every indli­
vidual of the entire mass of Roman Cath'olics' is moved 
by deep religious feeling. No dlOubt many' of them are, 
but many others are Roman Catholics simply because 
they were born such and know nothing else. Still others 
have as little love for the church and its priest as their . 
brethren who have boldly quit the narrow watls of their 
monaSltery of prejudice and' fear. Romanism 'pres'ents 
an imposing facade but the reality beh'in<ti't is very much 
less impos'ing. While we ta:ke \\.'arning at the a·g·gressions 
of, Romanism let us remember the reverse side of the 
picture that exhibits the inherent weak~ess of Rome 
which even its leaders are compelled to recognize. 

---'WJS.W. 

"How excellent is thy lovingkindness, 0 God!' there­
fore the children of men put their trust under the. 

'shadow of thy wings."~Psalm 3'6:7. 

PRIEST BUYS CONTROL OF DAILY PRESS. 
'Translated from Le Petit Journal 

It is already well known that the Progres du' Sague­
nay, a regi9nal weekly of the Lake ,st. John District, will 
b~come a daily in th~ month of September. This paper' 
wI11 be the property of the Bishop of Chicoutimi. More­
over, a few months ago, Le Droit of OUawa, purchased 
La Frontiere of Rouy.n, another weekly that will become 
a dail(y. Hence within. a year four dailies "in Quebec and 
one in New Brunswiclt, L'Evan,geline, will become the 
prop'erty of religious organizations in our province. AI­
read,y there is to be counted in' that category L'At;tion 
Catholique of Quebec and Le Dro# of Ottawa. Each d'io­
cese will thus ,be endowed with a newspaper controlled by 
the bishop or by a reiigious community within a few 
years. It is in the pu.rview of the bishops of Quebec to 
ga.-in possessiQn of several dailies and weeklies (new and 
oldl}. At Montr~al~ it is saidl to be likely that the Arch­
bishop of Montreal will one day become the pr~prietor of 
a g.reat city daily and of a r,adio station there. It is re­
ported that the present owners have alreadly bequeathed 
to the Catholic. Hierarchy the option of acquiring this 
newspaper, and! this .radio station. Thus 'Quebec will even-' 
tually he. en'dbwed with a network of newspaper and 
offi~ial·organs of Catholic thought in the province. 

A' FOREIGN STRANGLEHO:r.D ON CANADA 
A week or so ago the daily pres!! reported the appoint­

ment of two new Canad!ian ambaSsadlOrs, one to Mexico 
the other to Spain. Both are Roman Catholics .. Jules 
Leger is described' as aU fOImer editorialist on. the staff 
of Le Droit, French-language newspaper of' Ottawa-Hull. 
Le IDroit is controlled by'a Roman Catholic religious or­
ganization that is a creature of- the Oblate Fathers. Is it. 
not ironical that a former propagandist of priests,' train-
ed in a Roman Catho1ic University should he the Ambas­
sador of 'Canada to Mexico, where the battle between .' 
clericals' and anti-clericals has long embittered 'politics 
and plaY'ed a large part in bloody riots and revolutions'? 
General Pope, a professional sold,ier, has been appointed. 
to AmbaSlSad~r to Spain. Both these countries' have gain­
ed undesirabl~ pubHcity in connection with shocking 
persecution of Protestants. If other such instances arise 
in the future, how effective a protest will he transmitted 
through Canadian Ambassadors who-might incur the risk 
of being denied the sac~aments of their church if they 
dared, even in their 'official capacities, to run counter 
to the decl'a·red policies of the papacy? As faithful. Roman 
Catholics' they are required, undler pain of morlal sin, to 
give first place to the orders of their church through its 
ofricial a'gents the prieSlts. No d'emocratic government 
would think of employing a man in a responsi'ble position 
who wa's known to ~e a' devot!le of .commun.ism, lest he 
should betray his own country to his .real masters in the 
KremHn. Why should any truly democratic country em-·· 
ploy as. its servant a man whose first loyalty is to a 
foreign prince, even 'though he be called pope'? 

'Not all Roman Catholics would turn traitor to the 
country they love merely 'because the orders of thei-r 
priests required them to do so. There are Roman Catho- ' 
lics and Roman Catholics, anm as we have said! in another 

. article, many of them have no real love for the church 
in which they find themselves .. They are not slavish, 
blind d~votee.s who give implicit. obed,ience to every priest 
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. . 
simply because he has had! consecrated handiS laid!· on his 

. hea~·. Y ~t who is to discern and, 'distinguish between the 
various s'hades of'devotion that dJifferent Roman Catho­
iics yield, to thei,r spiritual directors? All we can be sure 
of is that- .the laws of their church demand and require 
that the cllUrch of Rome and' its i'hteresis have the first 
'place in the thoQghts of every truly loyal ·member. 
France, we remember was not dle'feated! in battle', it was' 
~etrayed from within" not 'by communists, but by loyal 

. Roman Catholics who to. further the "interests of their 
'Church did not hesitate to desert the cause of their 
,fatherland .. Are Canad/ians blindlly preparing another 
such d'readful catastrophe for ourselves by putting Ro­
man ·Catholic agents' into ~ey positions ,in our govern-
ment s,ervices? - I 

. Priests Control- and Censor the Newspapers, 
A brief news report. from a Quebec paper reminds us 

of another side of :Rome's long plan' to laY~hold upon the. 
-life of tMs ,Dominion and' mould and shape it for its' 
. oWn ends. We refer to the translation printedl elsewhere, 

di~~tives 'of 'our bishops m~St 'be acCepted with humlb'le 
. ·submissiop. This presence·of the Church is made c(;mcrete 

among you by the presence of a chaplain (a priest), who 
will transmit faithfully the de'sires of the Hierarchy. A 
group which fears the presence of a priest in its' ~ecu­
tive committee sho'ws a dangerous state. of mInd." -

The Card'inaI-Arch'bi~hop of Quebec received his initia-
tion 'into the priestllood as a missionary' in a foreign.­
land, ,and he does not .impress us as havin~ the usual 
measure of suav'itl" we generally as~c~ate with the hjgh­
er ranks of ,the- priesthqod, of Rome. Yet his words, 
though s'omewhat blunt, are si,mply a :dJirect way of stat­
ing the enactments Qf . Canon Law as-to 'the final author­
ity of the Pope iri all, realms of life, and the absolute' , 
necessjty of all his subjects', that· is every baptized per- ' 
son, of yielddng, him implicit obed'ience. Apply the 'Cardii­
nal-Archbishop's statement to th~ working of Ia:bou~ 
un'ions, to school bouds, to l~arned societies, to any and 
all organizations for any purpose, and one qbtains some 
idea of the immense' control that the Hierarchy in Que-. 
bec wields over the life of its ~eople.· 

(page 1,3) entitled ",Priests Buy Control of Daily 
Press". It speaks of a pian by which -the Roman Hier- ' Population Gains" of 'Roman Catho)ics 

'archy will actu'ally own outright a newspaper - in ~ach IStill another example of the strang.]ehoid that the 
diocese of ~uebec, though the fact of the matter. is that Church of Rome 'has 'laid upon Canad'a is brought to light 

. they alread,y. control, either' directly or .. indirect~y, the in th,e words spoken by a .New ;Brunswick ,Cabinet 'mini­
entire French-Joanguage press of Canada, while they im- 'ster before the s'ame congress of dubs. The Hon. Roger 
pose a muzzle of silence on almost all th'e English-Ian- Pichette, Minister of Industry and! qommerce in the 
guage papers als'o. The Roman Church gets its lion's province of'New Brunswick is reported to have said that 
share of favourable pUblicity but exceed·ingly little un- the Province of New Brunswick now counts more than 
favourable news or comment throughout the so-called 200,600 Fl'ench Canadians out of.a total population ,of 
secular press of the English-spea!king provinces. . 515,000 souls and that they will probably be a majority 

'Several' ra.d!io posts· in the Western provinces and. in in twenty-five years., . . 
Ontario are owned outright by the Hierarchy 'or by 'their . The rapid g!liJis in New Brunswick; of course, are al­
agents 'while in Quebec itself it is impos'sible, for Pro-. most entirely due to the large 'birthrate of· French Cana­
testants to buy.radlio tIme for preaching in 'French~ Some dians, encouraged 'by, the teaching .of their church and 

.. Prote~tant 'broadcasts in F:rench in Quebec have been I'ewarded' financially by' the so-called "Baby-'Bonus", 
, cut off. Rev. John Boyd has repeatedly attempted to pur.: largely contributed by En~lish-'speaking taxpayers in 

chase time for French, bro'adcasting in Quebec, but when, . other p:r:ovinces. , 
the purpose of ~is prog.ramme was known to be a'Gospel A Lon -ran ,Plan' 
service, he was curtly r~fuse~" It is-pOss-ible to purchase . ~ ge. "'aken 
time to sell anything froIl). toothpicks to pianos to French We re~rd t~.ese alamlIng gams. of Rome, to." " 
Canadians, bUt in 'this land where free!ilom of speech and somno}ent Pr~testan~s. Thes:e advances. are partIcunla~lo~ 
of religious worship is supposed to be a corner stone of alamnng wh,en seen m the lIght of. theIr plan to ~o t 
the state,· it is impossi'bte to buy time for pre~ching in Canada. as t~ey now control Spam or Argentme, or ..... 
French even at commercial rates _ no small price. ColumbIa. It !S to be noted, ho,,",:eyer, that ~e successes 

. '.' of Rome are In the realm of polItIcs, economICS and sta­
.Priests Direct, Secret Societies tIstics.They are brought about not ·by spiritual forces, 

• . as in a true Church of God, but by political astuteness, 
Secret s,ocieties such as the ~asons, and service eJ.ubs by clever planning, by appealing t.o carnal instincts of 

such as ttJ.e Kiwanis and) the Lions, and, their numerous the natural man and, !by physical generation rather than 
kindred, are all ta.boo in. Quebec according, to the' pro- spiritual regeneratIon. This is characteristic of Rome, 
visions of Canon Law, which in effect forbids Roman Ca- for it is the religion par excellence 'of the natural man. 

, tholies to enter any society . or associ~tion .which is not It deals with things onime and sense that can be touched 
directly or indirectly under the control of the church and and seen and tasted. Its methods and its message, is of 
for its adlvancement. These'provisions of Canon Law, are this earth, earthy, it is rather a political system than a 
'not, of course strictlyapp1ied' in Protestant· landB. In genuinely. religious system, and the world! heareth it 
Qu~;)bec; however,. 'wher~' they are more rigorously' en- when it 8IPe~lJcs, for it spe~ks the language of the worldly 
forced; tJtere are. associati~ns that ro~ghly cor:espond to man. . ' 
the popular servIce clubs of the, Enlglhs~-speakmg worl4'., . I!.fh f' h' h 'die R tr Ii is also its greatest, 
Speakmg before a conference of one such group kno;wn . a w IC ren r ome ~ o.f!.. h I 
as the Richelieu Clubs, Cardinal Leger warned' its mem- source of ,!eaknes~. B~cause It mInIsters to -t e natura 
bers against refusing'· to talY.l· ordlers from the priests.', man and! hIS appetItes a~.d speaks the I~ngua&:e that he, 
He is reported!' in' La Presse gof October 8 as follows: undiersta~dl~, it cannot ,brmg ~ !Dessage of eternal ~alva-

, . , tion and Inner peace to the splrltuallY,hung,ry. For bread 
. ·~Gentleme'n,· ·you wish'to be' among those :who de- 'if offers 'them a stone, for a fish it gives its children a 

serve to be chosen iby. God -to make the .worl~ 'better. To scorpion. Hence while it makes impressive gains in one. 
su~ceed in. this, you Jp.ust .be lovin'g sons of the Church. domain, it is f .. o~ced to record seri/ous l,osses in the o~er. The word of the Sover~~~ Pontiff must be ,our light; the 

"' .,- . ./ 
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We write thus because it is our conviction that there are 
in ':all'Roman' Catholic countries,- Quebe<o not excepted, 
many Roman Catholics who are seeking some sure word 
of spiritual cO{Ilfort. It is our duty and our privilege, who 
have an open Bible. to give to our fellow-citizens of an-

- other. tongue, who . pro{ess another- religion.. This is 
the only real ariswer to the problem of Quebec. .. 

. . . '. . ---'W.'S.W. 

'- . 

Bible. Schilol Lesson O'utline 
'"' 

on the fol'lowing lll()rning they found it broken and muti­
lated. Thus, their' god Dagon was publicly displayed as 
helpless to defend himself, and that threshold .of the temple' 
was not to ,be used again, a prohibition which would be a 
constant testimony. to the power of Jehovah. ' \ 

The anger of. the Lord against the Philistines themselves 
was revealed in the pestilence of hemorrhoids which attacked 
the .people. The near presence of the LOJ:d is a s'Ource .0I.f 
comfort'to His own, but a holy God cannot abide where there 
is sin, unless it be' to' speak in ·judgment. The Philistines 
thought that the ark of Israel would 'bring to them Vlctories 
sU'ch as the Israelites had ex:p~ienced (1 S·am. 5:6-8), 'but ' 
the pillar of .cloud which meant light to Israel was darkness 

Voi~17 Fourth Quarter Lesson'6 November 8. 1953 

. to. their enemies (Exod .. 14:19, 20). The Philistines had no 
paN in the holy I3IW of God', a copy of which was enshrined 

. within the ark (Exod. 25:16; 40:20), along wIth a pot of 
• ,manna (Exod. 16: ',33, 34) and Aaron's rod that budded 

OLIVE L. ~'A'DU' ""'h.D em ) (Numb. 17:10). _ ...... _____ . ___ ~ __ -_ ... _c_'_._ .. _or_._· ___ ~/_-_' II. The Ark in Gath and Ekron: verses 8-12 . 

. THE ARK OF THE LORD The d'istr~s of the people o'f Ashdod was so. great that they 
Lesson Text: 1 Samuel '5:1-12. urged 'the Philistine leaders to send. the ark away from their 
Golden Text: f'lt is a fe/ll'!ful thing to 'fa'll into the hands of city. This action illustrates the mod'ern method of dealing 

th r' G d" !II b 10 31 :with sin and with those who represent Gdd and prodaim His 
e. IVlng 0 • ...:., ~ rews : '. - . message of repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I. The Ark, in the House of Dagon: verses 1-7. Rather than accept the rebuke, thoSe who sin attempt to rid 
The ark, constructed of shittim wood. Wit4 its cover of themselves of the restraining influence. They wish those who 

pure gold which formed the mercy-seat, was the ~ost .sig- stand for purity of life and the holy word of· God to depart. 
nificant piece of furniture in the ancient taJbernacle (Exod. When comronted with the law which they have, broken, in-
25:10-22; 37:1-9). As sU'ch; it occupied a position of unique stead of repenting and turning from sin, they strive, 'as it 
honour.in the "hO'ly of holies", the inner compartment of the were, to dismiss the policeman who would enforce the. law's 
temple,'which .was s~arated from the "holy place" ,by a veil. demands., The wicked 811ways hate.the righteous (Psa. 34:21; 
A:lthough every part',of the tabernacle illustrated some aspect 37:12). . . . 
of the Saviour's person and ministry, the ark was especial'ly The ark was then carried to Gath. But once more, de­
impor:t;ant as .being typical of the Divine presence. There God stru'ction, distress ~d disease· were visited upon the people . 

. communed with His peopie (Exod. 25:22): ·To enter into the This chastening was God's method of di~playin'g His hoHness, 
holy' o'f holies would mean deaJth for anyone except the 'High which they were' violating (Numb. '16:46). The Philistines 
Priest, and for him, too, except on the yearly Day of Atone- must return the ark to its own place. 'But they would not 

- ment (·Lev. 16:2). When sprinkled. with the blood ,of the heed ·the Lord's command. He 'must slleak in judigment,· 
sacrificial animal, the ark with its overs'hadowing cherubim when people will not listen to 'His word of -mercy (,Rom . 
. became a place o~ .. mercy, rather than of judgment ('Lev. 16; 2:3, ~).. - . . 
29~34). The shekina:h glory 'hovered over the ark a,s it was ·The people of Gath sent the ark to Ekron, but it re'ceived 
c~ed at the head 0I.f the pro'cession w~en the taJ~ernlU:le no welcome there. Deadly destruction from the Lord fell 
was _moved from' place to place •. that j;he people mI:ght be . upon· that city also. Tau'ght by the judgments wh'i'ch had 
reminded of the leading of· the Lord (Numb. 1:0:33; Josh. falIen upon the inhalbi·tan'ts of Ashdod and Ga'th, the Ekron-
3:3-15; 6:11; Judg.2 0:27). .. ites wisely decided to send the ark of God back to its own 

In the early days of S'amue'l's ministry the ark was resting pl~ce in Israel's land. The hand of the Lord had been heavy 
in the tabernacle of Go~ at Shiloh (1 Saim. 3:3) in the 'keep- upon ~hem, showing that ,it is a fearful thing for sinners to 
ing o'f the two priests, the sons of Eli (1' Sam, 4 :4). A'gainst fall i~tO the hands ~ the living God" while stiU in their 
these unworthy and' wicked men. the Lord had pronounced sinful condi,t~on (If!:eb; 10:31). His prese,!lce, in this'instance, . 
stern judgment'(1 Sa.:m. 2:27-33; 3-11-14), but in spite, of Was sy.mbolIzed iby the ark of the covenant. Only t~ose whose 
frequent warnmgs they had persisted in their evil ways, sins have 'been laid upon Christ dare approach unto the Lord 
storing up wratl), .for themselves (R'om. 2:5-9), and . weaken- (Heb. 10:19, 20). They alone have treed'om of access into 
ing the hand's of the chi'fdrep. of Israel, so that they were His presence throu'gh the atonIng work.OI.f Christ (R9m. 5:2; 
unable to stand against their enemies, the Philistines (Deut. I Eph. 2 :18). . 
28:'25; Josh. 7:11-13). Inste~d of ,dealing with the sin which DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
had deprived them of the. Lord's presence· and power, the Nov. 2-The Ark Constructed ............................................. Exod·. 37:'1-9 
elders of Israel in their extremity gave commaJid. tliat the Nov. ~The Ark Set in Place ................... : ................... Exod. 40:20-38 
ark of Cod. should' ·be ,brought into the battlefield (Numib. N ~Th A k' th Wild N b 10 29 36 \ 10:35; 14:44). They :were .mistaken in supposing that the ·ov. e I' m e erness ........................ umo. : -

Ibdl' al • . f h h L rd ld Nov. 5-The Ark at Jordan ...................................................... Josh: 4:1-13 
sym IC .representatIon·o t e presence of teo ·cou Nov. 6---oThe Ark at Jericho' .: ................................................... : Josh. 6:1-16 
el!sure the s~Iritual reality of .~lis .bles~in.g and favour: :l:.ik~- Nov. 7-The Ark in the Camp of Israel .................. 1 Sam. 5:1-9 
WIse, many.m our d~y substI~ute relIgiOUS ceremorues .for Nov. 8--The,Ark Captured by the Philistines ... 1 Sam. 5:10-22 
heart WOrshIp. In SpIte of theIr supreme efforts to produce 
victory by mechanic8.l means, the. children of Israel were "-

. defeated, the sonl! of Eli were slain, and' the ark of God was 
captured ,by the Philistines (1 Sam. 4:10. 11) .. The memory 
of this great calamity was pez;petuated in the name givell 
to Eli's grandson, the infant son of the dead Phihehas, "lcha­
'bod", meanin1g "The glory is departed": ''The glory is de-­
paJ:.ted from Israel: for the ark of God is taken" "(1 Sam. 
4;:21, 22). . 

Julbilantly the Philistines carried the ark to their city of 
Ashdod . and . placed it in a special shrine, the great temple 
which had been erected in honour of the. heathen god Dagon, 
wors'hipped not only in Philistia' (Judg. 16:23), but also in 
Syria, Mesopotamia: and Chaldea. If'he ark was placed' beside '. 
the 'statue of the heathen ,god, represe:rited as a strange being 
with human head, breast ana' arms. but with the bOdy and 
tail of a' fisn. . 

Early the next morning the .priests ci!. Dagon found the 
statue of Dagon prostrate, before the ark of GOd. for our God 
is God alone, and no fa'lse god' can stand before Him (Isa. 
45:5, 21~23). The .priests secretly replaced the staitue. but 

I 

SUGGESTED HY¥NS, 
Nearer my God to Thee. The love that Jesus had for me. 

When the heart made p'ure .. Anywhere with Jesus. Abide 
with me. . . 

COURAGE ON BEHALF OF PRINCIPLE 
Do not be afraid to spena yourself. Do not hes·titate 

to risk yourself. Do n.ot shrink from treading on prin­
cipie. It will carry you, as a bridge. over the deepest . 
and· darkest chasm that exists. Trust truth, and purity, 
and integrity, and benevolence. Give yourself to them. 
Throw yourself impetuously, _erithusiasticaUy, into. them. 
And 'do not wait to see if anybody sees you. Do not care 
what anybody says. Be unconscious as far as men are 
concerned. Be boldly tru'e and truly bold. 

-BEECHER 

, . 

, 

... 
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ANNUAL CONVENTION IN ,PROGRESS COMING TO 'tHE KING AS A BEGGAR 
The Annual Convention of the -Conservative Regular A great m~arch was ·accustomed on certain set oc-

Baptist Association is in progress 'as we write these lines casions ·to entertain all the beggars of the city. Around 
"just before going to press. The first morning session him were placed his courtiers, 'all clothed in rich apparel; 
was devoted to ,prayer, 'and in the· afternoon visiting ~he beggars sat at 1fu.e 'same-table in their rags of pover~ 
brethren fro.m Texas told us some of the methods they ty. Now it came to pass that on a certaiQ day, one of -

. have tried ~and proved 'in building and maintaining a the courtiers had spoiled hi,s ,silken apparel, so that he 
. Suntlay School with an average'attendance of more than' dared not put it on, and he felt, "I can not go to the 

three tho.usand persons. Last evening Dr. Shields de- King's feast to-day, for my ·robe is fout" HJ s'at weepirig , , 
livered a great mes'sage oil the conditions of revival rfrom !.ill the thoug.ht struck him, "'To-morrow when -the King 
the Prophet Elijah's challenge to the ,priest of Baal on holds his feast, some will come as courtiers happily 
Mount Carmel: "'The G<>d that ·answereth b fire let decked. in thei,r .beautiful array, but ~thers will cOIl!e 

. ". . y , . and be made 'qUlte as welcome Who wIll be dr~'sed m ,. 
hIm be Go~. It was a t~me of hea!t-searchmg that set-. rags. Well, well," -said he "so long as I may see the King's 
a note 'YhI~h ~e. trust ~1l1 be contmueq throughout all face, and sit a.t the royal table, I will enter among the 
the se~slOns. ThIS mor.m!1'g a. gOO~ c~mpany of delega.tes beggars." So without mourning because he had lost his 
and friends 'spent the entl-re bme m .p;ayer. There we:e silken habit, he put on the r!llgs of a beggar and 'saw the 
no a~dresses on 'pra~r, th.e whole t~~e ~as p.assed In King"s face as well as if he had worn the scarlet and 
~~ymg,. not talkmg albout It. We reJOIce .m t~"ls.goodly fine linen. My soul has done this full many a time,.when 
fellowshIP. and what has been, acco~~hshed ,m our her evidence of salvation 'have bee!l dim; ,and I bid you 
churches smce we l-ast met. N ext week s Issue WIll carry do the same when you are in· like case. If you cannot 
~ f,u~l report~ but w~ men~ion the CQnvent~op. here for' come to Jesus as a saint, come as a sJnner; only do come 
the mformatlOn of mterested readers outSIde Toronto. with simple faith to. Him, and you shall receive joy and 

-W.S.W. peace. -SPURGEON 

A MID-WEEK MESSAGE 
Let us interrupt the flow of the week, and rear up an­

other Sabbath in the middle of it. And, so those. who 
swim mighty streams do' stop, panting, to rest upon some 
midway rock ere they plunge into the tide, so let. us rest 
here, . lifted up a:bove tM tumult of earthly care, and 
gain strength, 'before we go down into the dark ford-, 
for the farther shore - the Sabbath. . ' 

---'BEECHER 

Let our prayers to heaven' ascending, 
Earnest, patient, never ending, 
Cleave the air of earth, and sky,' 
Reach the ear of Him on high, 
For the gift of holy power, 
For the vitalizing 'shower 
Of the ·blessed Spirit's presence 
Every moment, every hour. 

-CHAS. MANLY 

.Take Adva·ntage .. of These Ba'r9ains 
\ ~ - . 

. This paper is a printed missionary, and carries no advertisements. The regular iSliues contain 16 pages. 
, The Subscription price is $3.00 for 52 issues. WITH EVERY NEW SUBSCRIPTION we will give one of the four following 
books ,as a premium: ' . 

I. Blakeney's Manual of ,Romish Controv.ersy. by.' Dr. ~., P. ~Iakeney, 316 pages. 
2. Popery in Its SOcial Aspects, by Dr. R. P.' Blakeney, 326 pages. 
3. The Prodigal and His Brother, or The Adventures of a Modern Young Man, by Dr, T. T. Shields, 132 pages. 
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Air but "The Prodigal. and His Brother" ~ere out of print and 
',nobtainable and were republished by "THE .GOSPEL WITNESS". 

You' may choose anyone of the four as a premium. If you would lilut 
any or all of the other books. you may have them at one dollar each. 
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