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FO'ur-Faced Living Cre~tures 
A Sermon by Dr.-- T. T. Shields 

Delivered at a Service in Memory of. 

DR. J. FRANK NORRIS 
in First Baptist Church. Fort Worth. Texas. Sunday Morningi August 30. 195~. 

" 
"And I looked, and, 'behold, a whirlwind came out of the 

north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and a bright
ness :was about it, and out of the midst thereof as the colour 
of amber, out of the mids't of the fire. ~ _ 
. "Also out of the midst thereof came the likeness of: four 
.living ,creatures. And this was their appearance; they had 
the likeness of a man. And every one bad four faces, and 
every one had four wings. . 

"And their feet were straight feet; and. the sole of their 
feet was like the 'sole of a cilIlf's foot: and they S'parkled like 
the .colou·r of burnished ·brass. . 

"And theyhad the hand'S of,a man under their wings on 
their foul,' sides; and they four had' their faces and their 
wings. 

"Their wings were joined one to another; they turned not 
I. when they went; they went every one straight forward. 

"As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face 
of a man, and the :face of a lion, on the right side: and they 
four had the face of an ox on the left'side; they four also 
had the face of an ea:gle. "Thus were their faces; and theii' 
wingS were stretched upward; two wings of every one were 
joined one to another, and twQ covered their bodies. 

:' ~nd they went every o_ne straight forward; Whither the 
S'plnt was to go, they went; and they .turned not when they 
went." Ezekiel 1:4-12. . 

I ESTE'E'M it a high privilege to have the opportunity, 
by. the invitation and ooqrtesy of the Church, and of 

your Pastor, Mt': Ritchie, to pay my tribute, not merely 
of respect, but of love and affection to the memory of 
the great man, who, for so many years, held aloft in this 
pulpit the torch of truth; and proclaimed with power 
the gIlorious gospel of the blessed God. 

I knew Dr. Norris so~ewhat 'intimately. For many 
years we travelled together, and participated in meetings 
held in defence of "the faith once for all delivered to 
the. saints". I think there is scarcely a city on the Am
erican continent of any size in which he and I have not 
S'bared. the platform together. 

During the last few years, when he was quite poorly, 
we corresponded fr~uently, and I have some letters of 
his wriiij;t;en just about the time of the going down of the 
sun. He wrote me some time in the Spring of 1952, say
ing 'he was planning to come to Toronto,. not to .preach, 
but only ·that we' might have some days of fellowship to
gether. He named, I think, the month of Ju]y, to which 
I agreed, But unexpectedly, I found it necessary to go 
to Eu.rope that' month, and I wrote him sU1ggesting that 
we postpone the meeting until my return. It was whilEl 
in Paris, France, I received word of Dr. Norris' home
gqling. ' 

·Some 'day I am sure we shan fulfill that engagement 
together, not in Toronto, but in a better "country", and 
in a better "city", where we shall be able to recount the 
experien(!es we have had '-together; and where we shan ... 
have a long ·time, even that "ten tihou'sand years" you 
sing about in the hymn, "Amazing Gi'ace", ·in which to 

. talk over our' experiences in ilia long Battle for the Book. 
Before I speak of Dr. Norris, of the man and his min

istry, I desire to lay a foundation for what I have to. say, 
by expounding certain principles, suggested by the ten 
I have announced. 
. I hope -you will not allow yourselves to be frightened 
by the announcement of such a mysterious text as this. 
You need not fear. You will find. no' need of wings, or 
telescope tibis mOi'ning. I shal~ make no attempt to iden
tify ·these mysterious living creatures. It is difficult 
enough sometimes to identify creatures who are. supposed 
to have only one lawful face; one might therefore very' 
easily be mistaken in creatures 'of whom it is said, '~every 
one had four faces." I shall not attempt to give you the 
name and address of these four-faced, four-winged crea
tures: nor shall I venture to date the vision, nor to assign 
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~ . .. , 
to. them a pa,rticular place either in history, 'or' in 
prophecy. _ . 

As a matter of fact, I am afraid of those who' interpret 
the .word of God by· the calendar. Who. shall say when 
His hour shall strike? Our tin;le "is always ready", -but 
His time shal11 come when He wills. Moreover,' I am 
afraid of that human wisdom' which claims an intimate 
acquaintance with everything in the heavens above, arid, 
in the earth beneath, and in the waters under the earth. 
i do ,not ihink it is necessarily humiliating for one ~to 
admit that even a telescope may have its limitations; 
that there may be stars beyond its reach. ,I consider it 
no confession of weakness, even 'in this late day, to cry, 
"There is none like unto the God of Jeshurun, who rideth' 
upon .the heaven in thy help, and in his excellency on the 
sky".. I. " 

There are many 1Jhings in ,1jJz~ldel's vision "hard to be 
understood" - so hard are they 'that only the "unle~rned 
and unstable" presume'. to have reached finality, .and to 
be "in a position to dogmatize upon them;' Arid in tpijs • 
category of "hard" things, J "should include the, 'things 
of this first chapter. 

, But as much as this-and I .do not say tliat it is 'ail-
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growing effulgence, he saw these four-faced living crea-. '---------.;-.--------:--------~ 
tures, and, 'l:le observed. that, in 'conjunction with the, , : . , '._ . -. " . ' , . ' . .• 
wheels whose rings "were direadful", arid 'the spirit which that they were all representatIons of yourself; llld.ee~, 

. animated. all, they bore some mysterious' relation, and ,you would not have ~ken one of. t~em~ bu'~ for ~he artIst ~s. ' 
exercised an undeflined ~inistry, 'contributory ~ the assurance that he would ~~>uch It up, an~ Impr~ve It 
glory of God, and the good of His.people... . somewh~t: And yet .eac.h o~ .those proof,s. IS a falthf~l 

So this morning I content myself with poip.tipg you to .repro~uctIon of your expresS'lon .at the tIme, Does .It 
. the throne _ the'sapph'ire throne with the appea':rance of e~_er occu~. to yo~ t~at your acquamtances ~av~the s~e. 
a Man above lipon it; and remind you' that along that dlll~cul~~ ~n C~OOSlll~. between the mental ImpreSSIon 
track, which lies between the throne and the captive's WhICh. they, h~ve receI.ved of your character, tha; you have 
viewpoint op. the. 1.>anks of the sobbing Chebar, 'tJhe tI'!lck e~p~rlenced III ChOOSlllg b~tw~en ~ose proofs: It may 
which is so brli'ght, because tro.dden by feet which spa:.:-kle ,be that you se,em to t~em tc? ·have ~ou~ faces: and. per
as burnished brass, and. which yet, ,is' so dark with the' haps not ,on~ of them IS very ·beautIfu\, and there IS no 
shadows of mystery thrown by the wheels whose'ring!;! one to touch It up. , . '. . . 

- are so dreadfully higlh. - I say, along that track from ,Have you not ,seen pe~ple, under 1JQ/Y1lzng ,ccmd~~ons, 
Cheba,r to the throne, which is, so like. the: path ~e' tread, d'l,splay }~tal:ly dtfferef!.~, ,a:nd ap?arently c~'t"tradtctOry 

, who "rejoice in hope of the ....... gI!ory of god" these' four-' . r;~arag,~erzstws? You have met o~e who had the face of· 
faced, four-winged creatures, exercised- a .God-given a man .' _There were .hu~an weaknesses, but there !'Ie~e. 
ministry. . .. hu~an virtue:s, too.' You.were.not afraid.o~ hini: ,Y~u 

I. 
The text 't:tterelore may be taken' as suggestiing THE 

PPSSIBLE UNITY OF ApPARENTLY INCON'GRUOUS CHARAC
TERISTICS IN ONE CHRISTIAN CHARACTER.' .-

This figure is' not altogether strange. We have Ibeard 
double-minded; deceittul people; described. as "two-faced". 
But I am . sure. wehaye all known men and' wOIp.en·
Ghristian pepple, too, of whom we coul9. say, "Eve.ry 
one had four faces". - and their faces were much more 
'conspicuous thap. their wings! . They seemed to be,' each 
one of them a bundle of opposites, a combination .of in
congruities. We have found 'it difficult to believe that 
the man we met on Monday had any legal right'to'answer 

. to tlhe name of the man to whom we were introduced, 
and with whom we worshipped, on Sunday .. 

At different times, and under changed circumstances 
and condlitions, we have' all met fqur fac~s answering to 
the ,same' name.' This, ,is literaUy and. physicality' true. 

. Have you sat for yqur portrait three or four times on 
the same ~ay !in a 'photographer's gal~ery.? When the 
proofs were returned to you, you could .scarcel;r' '~eliev~· 

- understood hIm, and you. felt tha:t he understooil you. 
You cal~'ed him "brother"; and you lingered lov.ingly on 
,tJhe nam~, because your heart . was in it. But it 'was not 
long until you felt that you had met a stranger. Now he 
kept you at a distance - you thought! ' In reaUty, y~u . 
withdrew yourself. There was such unusual strength, 
such apparent ungentleness, almost ferocity, such dread
ful majesty of power',ana' purpose - behold "the face 
of a lion on the rilght side''>!, And when you· had thought 
tJhat such a !'ion-like chaz:acter was separate from all 
others, you suddenly' observed some common domestic 

.. tendency,. Th.is cl!aracter, who raves like a lion, conde.
scends to the .most menial, tasks, and' indeed displays a 
mOllt unheroic disposition; and in -his new' appearance 
you invo'luntarily associate hiin with the stolid, yet use
ful contentment of the ox, who has no amb'ition outside 
of his own pal'!ture field. -

And' wHen you would' have approached him' again as 
one of whom you need not now be afraid,' suddenly Ibe 
developed wings, and the face of an ox gave place to the 
fa~e of 'an eagle - as an eagl~ towa:rd heaven~ you saw 
him soar away f~m you, looking, with Moses from 
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, . -
. Pisga:h, beholding the ,transfIgured Saviour on 'rabor, ,the' path to the throne by your li~tJle rule. It may ,be that 

, s~eing and hearing things "unutteraJ:>le" with Paul. That all these many faces are loolcing the same way. If you 
-- - intensely human character, that fearful' "Hon':'1ike crea- exam1ine the text closely you w-ill see that that is sug

ture, so savage in its steadfastness, that domesticated. 'gested. Yonder is. tJhe throne, and all faces were :.t;urned' 
soul of little vision; now develops a seraphic zeal, and in-.that'direction. The eagle-eye, accustomed to gaze at 
positively angelic aspirations: "Thus were tJheir faces: the sun, will see farther than "that of th.e ox, whose g~ze 
and thei-r wings were stretched upward." , i's bent upon the grass. Let -them ,not quarrel over the 

It is difficult to understand such characters, but as vision. What they see, put'together, isa divine revela
they sO'ar-above us, we obserVe, as' did Ezekiel, ~'the hands- tion;" each item of knowledlge fne supplement and com
of a man under their wings." There is in them a com- plement of IJ,nother:, 
binat~~n of opposites,,' jot seems to us: the spiritual and I have" seen a family of children, everyone of wlhom 
the' carnal, the angelic' and the human: but we acknowl- was unlike 'alII ,the others in d'isposi,tion, and phys:ical 
edge in the end, "This was their appearance; tJhey had appearance, and yet running through the family' was a 
the lik~ness -of a man"; and we' know that they exercise 'line of resembhuice to the father and mother of all. - -
a ministry iIi the path that leads to a throne. I have no desire to be, able to wear other people's 
- May we not'legi-tima~ely warn ourselves on the strength clothes; spiritually, any more 1;han physically. I should 

of this text against the danger of viewif!,g character from like, In SQme respect$ to be unlike everybody else.- I 
a single PQint of :v.iew. You see only the face of an ox, should like, by and- by,_a crown whic'h -would fit nobody 
or of a Iron. You may miss the man or the eagle. The eIse's.brow but mine. And yet I would fain see in others, 
superficial observer will contend tJhat a man cannot have' and in myself, some resemblance to Him Whose name 
four re~1 faces; he cannot- be such.' a, many-sided, four- w,e bear. And, I think these longings will ultimately be 
square character I;ls I have descr!JJed. ~uch an observer realized when, totally, unlike, ~ach other, we shall yet 
will insist that one face .is rea~, and the other three are be'-like .Him, and -see 'Him as He is. 
masks: tha.t.,.in only one ~spect of character can a man' The test of character therefore is' rather in ihe spirit 
be sincer~; that in the ,others he js guilty 'Of -simulation. ' than in the face, irr express10n rather tlian in feature, 
Some people are painfully exact. They would ,make a and of conduct; not so muCh in the shape- of our face, 
m~uldl of ,one ideal day's ,experience, and make every - or of'the wing$, as in the "straight forward" direction 
other day of lire, till the end ~ of time, just like -that. , whi,ch they take toward the throne. Let us" therefore, 
They cannot uD(~erstand why all people cannot squ~re di,;ffering as we may in personal characte,ristics, en
their lives by their r~1'igi,?us square and co~pass. They deavour "to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
are the empodiment of every principle of sound logic, ~nd peace", "till w~ all come in the un!ity of the faith, and of 
of. eve'ry inexorable rule 'of, mathematics - they have the . knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, -

- 'Only one unalterable-ma-rble-like sphinx-like fa~e ...:... and unto. the measure of 1Jlie stature 'of the fu1ness of Christ." 
nobody likes to look at it! You know what I mean. There 
are people who, under given circumstances, d,id a certai~ H. 

_ ,thing when ,they were twenty: and- it is their constant One other truth suggested by this text we may con-
boast that if !!hey lived to be as 'old as Methus~lah, on , sider: THE' IMPORTANCE OF A VARIED MINISTRY IN THE-
their nine hundred and sixty-ninbh birthday they would WAY THAT LEADS TO 'GLORY. " ' 
do exactly the sa!Ile thiI),g, wi,thout the slightest variation' There ape various aspects 'of the truth- 'we are sent- to 
in the programme. They cal[ that eonsistency! They are teach. Some commentators have identified these "four 
proud of the'ir unalterable face. Such ch.angelessness faces with the four aspects of truth presented' in the 
would be consistent with otJhe riature of-a l'ifeless sphinx four 'Gospels. Such an.int"erpretati-on is perhaps some
iil a desert: but in a thing supposed to be possessed of what fanciful, but it is at least suggestive. Of one thing 

_ life, it ought not to be di'gnified with such a name. But, we are su,re: truth has many faces: ",God, who at sundry 
these sphinx-like, -short-sig~ted, ene-eyed souls, canno~ times and if!. divers manners spake in ·time past unto the 
understand why one should appear to be a man on Thurs- fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken 
day, Ii. lion on Friday, an ox on Saturday, and im eagle unto us by his Son.'" And, though the speech of each of 
on Sunday: they are always the,same! ,thQse many prophets 'of "sundry times" and . "divers man-

But these faces were not external to the nature of ners" was unlike each and all of the others, and all less 
these living creatures: they were four aspects of charac- complete tJhan that of the 'Son, their united witness agreed 
ter; and the character was 'the nature in action. Do not together: J eS\ls did not destroy the law and the prophets: 
try to make all men ali'ke. _ Let each year, and day, and but fulfilled them. , 
hour, have it/! oWn distinc'tive individuality. Learn to 'So there is a human element In the truth: .it looks at 
look for, and to 1ove, many faces in the same person. If us with the face of a man, arid he must be a man who 
you photograph a machine twice - a month apart - you preaches it. _ But" ,there is a.sterner side: there is'the 
may get" pictures- as alike as though printed from the lion-I'ike -majesty of the law - we must show 1Jhein
same negative; but you canno't take two pho.togl-aphs of _ fllexibleand inexorable quality of divine Justice. There 

,a man that will be exactly alike. Where there is lite is aiso ,the sacrificial.aspect of truth which the face of I_ 

there ~is bound to -be variety and apparent' difference. the patient ox suggests, and as well the 'soari~g, up-
You will !j,ee that these four-faced creatures were di- lifting eagle-like powe,r of the Gosperto set men in heav

rected, by orte Spirit: God is not slhut up to one particula,r enly plac~s in Christ Jesus. How'var'ied and -multiform 
-type of Ii,fe. The, ,Spirjt of God may dwell in all the ful- is the truth as it is in Jesus!' 
ness, of ,H,is power in persons to.,tally unlike each other. _ And wha~ different types of minds are needed to ade-

" Our 'God is a God of variety. 'quate apprehension and representation of truth! One 
.observe also_ - contradictory as it appears, these fQur- said to me recently that he could make nothing of the 

faced creat'(tres_ went eve~ one "~traight forward", they Levitical types; he thought it unwise therefor~ for any- -
turned not_ when they went". You must not ma,rk out 'one else t6 atteItlpt to expound them. What folly! He 
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had only 'the face of a man. Do not try to make every
body think in your groove, even concerning d'ivine things. 
<When a Voice speaks from Heaven of the divine glory 
there ..willl always be a difference o{ oQinionas to whether 
it thundered, or whether an angel spake. Perihaps it is 
both: perhaps the thunder' glorifies Him as truly as does 
the speech of angels. 

Does not this also suggest that there may be chara:c
teristically differetnt ways of presenting the truth? What 
a blessing that all preachers are not alike, and there is 
no room for complaint that there is a difference among 
other people too. But some people would like to have ,a 
plaster mould made of themselves, and have everyone 
heated in the fires of their dis~leasure untilI' they~could 
,be run like 'molten metal into it. Saul'seemed determined 
to make David k!ill a giant in the way in which Saul 
would do it, if he 'could. What a number of S'auls there 
are in the world! Why not let the lad use his slin1g and 
stone? How many different characters God has, made 
use of in His wars!' What different weapons they have 
used! Some of them have fought with the left hand, 
some with the right, some with both, and at least one 
did his greatest work without eyes. In a picture gallery 
of God's 'heroes there would be a great variety °of faces 
representing men warring, and, working in a variety of 
ways; and perihaps there would not pe a picture in any 
respect resfi!mbling anyone of us. That, howev,er, is ~o 
reason why ours should not ,be' hung there by and oy. 
You may serve as no one else in human history ever 
served, God. • 

What different kinds of service are required! Jacob 
had menservants, and maidservants; he' also had oxen, 
and camels, and asses. Il\ the camp of the army of the 
Lord of, Hosts there is gathered a great variety of gUts, 
because He ,req\lires a varied service. Why are men so 
foolish as to' contrast, and compare different forms of 

, service or different kinds of servants? Wlhy say that 
'the utterm,o#!t parts of the earth are dearer to God than 
Fort Worth? Must all His sel'V'ants be eagles, to fly 
away ~ Are we to despise the ox that prefers to stay at 
home, ~nd; tread out the corn? Must all His servants be 
as lions, hungry for the prey-stalwart and majestic in 
their public ministry? Is there no h6n~)Ur for the man 
or woman who 'is content lovingly to minister at home? ' 
·Shall we foillow the' ,eagle's fliglht, and praise his showy 
pinions, and ignore the toil-worn "hands of a man under 
his wings", the hands that' nourished him in the nest 
when he was but a fledgling,' and which made it possible 
for him to fly? Why will men play on a harp of one 
string instead of upon a harp of a thousand ~' Is it not 
w,ritten: "Praise ye the Lord. Praise God in his sanc
tuary: pra'ise him in the firm8;~nt of his power. Praise 
him' for his mighty acts: praise him according to his 
excellent greatness. Pra'ise him with the sound of the 
trumpet; praise him with, the psaltery and harp. Praise 
him with the timbrel and dance; praise, him with,stringed 
instruments and organs. Praise him upon the louq cym
bals; praise him upon the high-sounding cymba)s. Let 
every tiling that hath breath praise the Lord. Praise 
ye the Lord"? Solomon got him "men singers, and 
women singers, and musical instl'liments, and that of all 
sorts." Why should you insist on being allowed to ,play 
a solo on your little lute? Because you sing soprano are 
you going to forbid someone else',s singing in tlhe choir 
because he sings bass? Is ~ere no such thing as spirit
ual harmony? I have l'istened 'at night time to the mono
tonous dripping of water f.rom a leaky tap". uptil I have 

been ~lmost 'distracted; ,'but I could sleep 'within hearing 
of the thunders of Niagara, and'dream of thl;Lt heaven 

'where a volume of praise ascends as "the voice of many 
waters". 

'Do not 'therefore attempt to monopolize anything Which 
lies in the wake of the divine glory. There is room in 
that track for an irifinitely varied ministry. Follow the 
"straight forward" path of these creatures of many faces, 
so unlike your own, until you see at lel)g.th with clearer 
vision, what Ezekiel saw:, 

"AbOve the firmament 'th'at was over their heads was: 
the likeness of a throne, as tlhe appearance of a sapphire 
~tone: and upon the likeness of the throne was the like
ness as the appearance of a man abovEl upon it . . . as 
the appearance Of the bow that is in the cloud in ,the 
day of rain" - when the rain-drop,s pr.ismatically resolve 
a sunbeam into its elements, and spreading its diverse 
,colours in glorious harmony across a darkened sky, de
clare: These are the colours of which God makes tJhe 
light of day. So 'in redeemed human' character and con
duct, as in the divine, there is unity of apparent opposites "
and this is '''the appearance of the l!ikeness of the glory 
of the Lord." ' 

HI. 
Let us consider now THE PRINCIPLE OF THE TEXT AS 

ILLUSTRATED IN THE LIFE AND MINISTRY OF DR. J. FRANK 
NORmS. , 

Few men, whose names are now herd in honour,-histori
cally, were really understood, or appreciated by their con": 
temporaries. 'To tlhe names of many of those immor
talized in that list of heroes inscribed in the heroes' cor
ner in that transept of the Temple of Truth, known as 
the eleventh chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews, might 
be added the names of such as I .ha~e referred ,to; and 
~t milght be said of all of them, "of w'hom the world was 
not worthy". 

Many such men of renown were of such gigantic stat
ure that they found themselves,. unwillingly, in the way 
of lesser men. Others were ()bscured by their great
ness; and little men were mortified by their sense of 
~'ittlenes's in their presence. ,Great men do get in the 
way of others through no fault of their own; but just 
because they are great. And very often tlhe envy and, 
jeaIousy, and feeling of frustration which their greatness 
engenders, so blinds the minds of many of thei,r con
temporaries that the little men wish -the giants out of 
the world. 

Such a man w~s Dr. J. Frank Norris. He .;as, as we 
shall see, a many-sided genius, but a genius of a very 
high order, whom only unselfis'h spirits could appreciate. ' 
But now that he-is gone, and looms no longer athwart the 
path of others' ambition, his character and record may, 
perhaps, be viewed withou,t prejudice; -w.hile his great 
achievements 'may be appraised for what they have been, 
and are, worth, to the generation of to-day, and what they 
may be. worth to generations to come. , 

One cannot see, or estimate, tlhe hei'ght of a great 
mountain, while touching its base. It must be viewed' 
perspectively, from a distance, if its grandeur is to be 
recognized: So is it of some personalities$' of whom we 
venture to believe Dr. Norris was one. 

, . 
"The Face"of a Man" , 

'So, looking at him througoh the me.dium of the teach
ing of our text, we may say th~t Dr. Norris had, in very 
truth, "'THE FACE OF A MAN". ' 

J 
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My great predecessor, Dr. B. D. Thomas, addressing a 
company of ministers, once said, "Aside from any spirit
ual, or educational]: equipment, and regardless of any 
natural gifts w'ith which he may be endowed,.the minister 
of Christ must first of all !have a great volume of man
hood." 

I was once invited by the Chairman of a Pulpit Com
mittee, in New York City,. to have luncheon with him, 
that we might discuss the vacant pastorate of hiso 
church; and perhaps name someone whom the church 
might approach with a view to his becoming their Pas
tor. They had just s~lid farewell to a man who prided 
himself on his diplomacy, and on Ms ability to avoid all 
trouble and troublers in his dhurch. This Pulpit Com
mittee Chairman, we recall, said over the luncheon table: 
"First of a~1, Dr. Shields, we want for our Pastor, a man! 
Of course we want one sound in the .faith, a good 
preacher, and, if possible a good executive; but first of 
all, and especially, we want a MAN!" And he added, 
'41 mean by that just what I say, a real man, someone 
to whom we can all look up, whom the young men will 
make the'ir pattern and ideal. We want a Pastor who 
will be the incarnation of every worthy quality of manli
ness." Dr. Norris was all tJhat. When he entered a 
room, or stepped on a platform, or even, engalged 'in pri
vate conversation, everyone felt that a great man had 
arrived. 

How necessary that is in a minister! The function of 
the mi,nistry is primarily, not to bU'i'fd institutions, but 
to make men. 

The gifts to the church, by the ascended Lord, are all 
bestowed with a view to the "perfecting .of the sa1nts, for ... 
t~e work of the Ill.inis,try, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ: till we all come in tJhe unity of the faith, ,and. 
of the knowled'ge of the 8'on of·'God. unto a perfect man, 
'unto .the measure of tlie stature of the fulness of Christ: 
that we henceforth be no more .children, tossed to and 
fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by 
the sleight of men, and cunning craft'iness, whereby they 
lie in wait to dece'ive." Such characters are not pro
duced in quiet, lloral, and fragrant, 'sequestered places. 
The ,rather this'describes their origin and development: 
"I looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, 
a great cloud, and a f'ire infolding itself, and a bright
ness was about it, and out of the midst thereof as the 
colour of amber, out of the midst of the fire. Also out 
of the midst thereof came the likeness of four living 
creatures. And this was their appearance; THEY ·HAD 
THE LIKENESS OF A MAN," 

I haye heard Dr. Norris described by many figures. 
I have heard him called "The Texas tornado", "a whirl
wind", "a fire-brand", and I know not by how many other 
formidable figures, But it was out of the mids't of such 
brightness, and heat, and motion, "came the likeness of 
four liv'in'g creatures. And this was their appearance; 
they had the likeness of a man." Our Lord said to. the 
multitudes concerning John, "What went ye out into the 
wilderness to see?' A reed shaken with the wind? But 
what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft rai
men;t? behold, they that wear soft clothing are in kin'gs' 
houses. But what went 'ye out for to see? A prol'het? 
yea, I s.ay un.to you, and more than a prophet. For this 
is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger 
before thy face, which shall p're~are thy way before thee. 
Ver'illy, I say unto you. Among them that are born of, 
women there hath not risen a g'reater" than John the 
Baptist: notwiths,tanding he that is' least in the kingdom 

of heaven is gre~ter than he. And from the days of 
John the Baptist until now the, kingdom of heaven suf
fereth violence. ,and the violent take it by force." 

One .is tempted to dweiI long upon the signi~icance of 
"the face of a man". It is enough to say that Dr. Norris 
was characterized by many manly virtues. He could weep 
witJh those who wept, as well as, rejoice with those who 
rejoiced. He had a man's sympathy· where sympathy was 
needed. And we believe h~s manly ministry tended to 
beget manliness in others, even as the record. of the heroic 
exploits of David had to contain the names of "the mighty 
men that David had". 

. 'The Face of a Lion" , 
But our text suggests a further aspect of Dr. Norris' 

character: "They four had the face of a man, and THE 
FACE OF A LION, on the right side." . 

There was someth'ing that was very lion-like about. 
Dr. Norris. He was not afraid of the entanglements and 
darkness of the jungle. He did not tremble at the growl, 
or wail, or howl, of other denizens of the forest. Like 
the lion, he inv-aria:bly appeared as king of all his oppon
ents. Dr. Norris was lion-hearted. There seemed to be 
no limits to his courage. I heard one say, facetiously, 
that when God ,made J. Frank Nor,ris He had run out of' 
the element of fear. In respect 'to this fearless aspect 
of his character, one' might almost legitimately borrow 
Job's saying' of leviathon: "Upon earth there is not his 
like, who is made .without fear." 

But Dr. Norris was as strong as he. was courageous~ 
He could wield a giant's sword, or throw a giant's spear. ' 
And, like a 'lion, when he went out in search of the jungle 
beasts of Modernism, hoW he ro'al"ed after his prey! Often 
have I s.een him come up "like a_lion from the swe1Iing 
of Jordan against the habitation of t!le strong." 

It may be that some would be di'sposed to discount the 
value of lion'-like qu'alities in a Christian minister. -But 
I remember that among David's mighty men there were 

, some "whose faces were like the faces of Ii~ns, and were 
as swift as -the roes uPQn tJhe mountains." I would re
mind you aiso that ou;:-Lord represents Himself as 
"stronger than the strong man armed"; and while He 
was meek" and lowly, and rode upon an ass's colt, 'it was 
also said of Him, "The Lion of ·the tribe of Judah, the 
Root of David, hath preva'iled to open the book." 

Never did the church of Christ stand more in need of 
lion-like men than in this day, when tJhe ~rd's sheep are 
being assailed from every quarter, in a- day whieh puts 
a premium upon cowardice, and rewards compromise 
with a crown. 

I can I"eca!l~ many a fieid of conflict when' Dr. Norris 
roared like a Hon; and yet I have' seen him, when he 
was still lion-like" but as companionable as the lion with 
which the pr,ophet, Daniel, seemed to, ha1Je the most 101/
OUI fellowship. . 

"The Face or' an Ox" 
But our, t~xt suggests a further characteristic: "And 

they had THE FACE OF AN OX ON THE LEFT SmE."· 
'l'he ox may not 'seem to be a very heroic character; 

but they were wont to use the ox to tread out the corn; 
and Dr .. Norris was expert at this work. He could turn 
a field of wheat into bread:' He knew how to feed the 
people. His was largely a teaching ministry, and his 
record was characterized by ~e patience of the ox that 
treadeth out the corn. 

'But in order that corn might grow; th,e'jield: had to be. 
plowed, and Dr. N'Orris knew how to plough, and knew 
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how to plough deeply, and how to prepare the ·soill for,' terday":' He, himself, always had "the hands, or' a n)an 
the/good seed of the ·Word. What a hard worker ,he was! under (his) ·Wings." " 
Who that knew him wou~Jid .find difficulty in se,eing a 
resemblance in him to the strofig and patient persever
'ing ox, Wihich;' from morning till night, faithfully pulls 
the plough, 'and turns the soil in preparation for harvest! 

And what an ~x-like burden-bearer Dr. Norris was! 
We have seen 'great tru'clcs 'inscribed with letters, '~'load 
limit" so. many tons .. We have seen railway 'cars simi
larly placarded. But there 'seemed to be no one author
ized to set a load limit for Dr. Norris. Few people knew 
what burdens ,he car.ried; what loads he, lifted; what 
great weights he upheld. And I shall surprise some when 
I saY., that to th'Ose who kneW how .. to deal with him, he 
wal! really as tractable as a well-trained ox. He did not 
so appear to everybody. But he always· so appeared to 
me. I never- had any difficu1if;y with',him.· While he was 
never wanting in initiative, and never suf~erea from an 
inferiority complex, he was not unwilling to receive 
counsel, or to profit by the experience of o1Jhers. This 
characteristic may have been a left~s'ided feature ,of Dr. 

.. Norris. But those who sthdied him would surely find it 
there. 

"The Face of A~ Eagle" 

,AnothElr characteristic of, this 'remarkable man: he 
resembled Ezekiel"s creatures in this.: "They four also 
had THE FACE OF AN EAGLE." He could see f'ar, 
and was not' dazzled. by the sun's brightnes's: He was 

-probably misunderstood by the clucking hen who could 
not see ove'r the barnyard fence. But Dr. Norris cer
taiiIly had the face of an eagle. He wa's quite at home 
on the jagged mountain peak. And when the sluggard 
would not ploug~ _by reason of the cold" he knew .. how 
to fly above the clouds, and put all doubt, and discourage
ment, and timorousness, beneath him: We -have heard 
his speech when it was suggestive of the majesty' of the 
eaJgle in full flight. We 'have seenhim as .he, has gone 

; on and on, with unwearied wing, daring phings ,whi~h 
which would fill others with~eJ greatest trepIdation. 
_ Dr. Norris had' an. eagle's love for ·the heights, for the 
open spaces, for freedom in its lar,gest and truest sig
nification. No one 'could put Dr. Norris in a cage, much 
less keep' him there: He had all1 ·an eagle's qualities. As 
the lion is the king of beas-ts, a,nd the'-eagle is the king 
of birds, so Dr. Norris was, in mental and ministerial 
stature, 'head and shoulders above others. 

.. ,"The Wings of Each Were Alike" . 
But while' the' four faces were different and. dis

tinguish,able,. the win,gs of each of th'e.four were, all. alike. 
None or them were'earth .. :bound. None of them ",e~e 
terrestriaTized. Even the ox must' fly, -and the lion must 
leap, and the man must run like Asahel, and 'the eagle 
~ust leave all other b'irds behind, a~d below 'him. 

, "They WenfEvery One Str/!ight Forward" 
But once more, complex, and a~biguous, and often 

seemingly contrary as they were, "they went everyone 
straight forward." 
, I never knew it man who could,pursue acourse so stead
fastly, S'O strongly, so· unswervingly until the end was ..... 
reached as Dr. Norris could, and did. And the explana
tion of it all was h-yre: in each of th~!D there was the 
spirit of a living creature. And as .thes~ living cre:;ttures 
moved 'straight-forwardly,' and 'sometim.es "ran and re
turned as the appearance of a flash of lightnlD'g", there 
was a great "wheel upon the earth 'by the living crea
tures", and the spirit was, in the creatures and in the 
wheels, and the wheels and the four living creatures 

. moved together: "And when the living creatures went, 
the wheels went by them; and when the living creatures 
were lifted up from the-eartli, the wheels were lifted lip. 
Whithersoever the spirit was' to go, they, went, thither 
was their spirit to. go; and the wheels wer'e lifted' up over 
against them; for the spirit of t1!.e living creature was 
in tJhe wheels." And it is said: "And when they went, 
I heard the nQise of their- wings, like, the noise of great 
waters, ,as the voice of the All'mighty, the voice of speech, 
as the' noise of an host; when tney stood, they let down 
their 'Mngs: . And there was a voice from the firmament 
that was Qver their heads, when they ·stood, and had 
let down thei.r wings." -" .' 

'~ do not "'think I am exaggerating when I say there 
was a kind ·of supernaturalism about D-r. Norris"'charac- , 
tel', and aboijt his ministry. He seemed to'those who had 

. any spiritual discermnent, to, have been' made a provi
dential instrument, "a living creature" within the whe,els 
that "worked together for good to them that love God". 

I -

. '~The Likeness of a Thron~" _ , 
And I felt in aU Dr. Nor,ris' minis'try, with its multiple

faced char.acteristics, that this was true: "And above the 
"The Hands of ~ M'an l,Inder Their Wings" firmament that was over their heads was the' likeness 

But there ·is stilI another char:acteristic of these four- of a throne .. as the' appearance of a sapphire stone: and' 
faced creatures: "'They' had THE HANDS oF. A MAN UNDER upon'the Hkeness of the throne was THE LIKENESS' AS THE 
1'HEIR WINGS on thei! four s·ides:· ;and they fOijr had ,their ApPEARANCE OF A'MAN UPON IT.", . . 

. faces and their wings'." , . It woulq' be difficult 'for anyone at all intimate with 
Wltat a striking figure! "The hands ~f it man under Dr. Norris. not to recognize that he kept his eye upon 

tlheir w~ngs!" Dr. Norris was one of the m,ost practical "The Man" upon the Throne; and that he waS .. always ' 
of men.' He felt a fine cQntempt for ml!re theorists. It moving 'straightforward toward that end. Often, as we . 
mattered little to him whether the man'·S face was hand- tall1ked' together privately, he evidenced a real 'passion 
some, his tori:gue' eloquent, or whether the lion had a for Christ: As I think of him, and the totaHty of his 
great mane, and a loud voice, or the ox was fat and welI~ work and ministry, I may close my attempted ,dharac
favoured; or 1Jhe eagle had the widest of all winsr-spreads: tel'ization of this man with these wOl'ds:' "As the appear
he always 1'ooked for "the hands of a man under their ance of the bow that ill ,the clouti in the day of rain, so 
wings". He wanted working hands, dexterous hands, ,\vas the appearance of t}(e brightness round about. This 
·highly '~kilful-hands, hands. that ~enial tasks could not· . was .the appearance of the likeness 'of the' glory of the 
sOlI; hands that were' withal servic~able. He used ·to say, Lord. And when I sa·w if, .... 1 fell, upon my face,. and I 
"We speciali,,!e in t,he impossible.", And when asked when heard a voice of one that spake'.' - "Here is tlhe pa:tience 
.a 'task was to be completed he was ~ont to answer, "Ye!,!- of the saints; here a.re they that keep the commandments 
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of God, and the' faith of Jesus. And I heard a voice 
from heav~n saying unto me, White, Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the 
Spirit., that they may" :r:est from their labours; and their 
works do follow them." , . 

L'Envoi 
"Servant of God, wen done! 
Rest from thy loved employ: 
The battle fought, the 'victory won, 
Enter thy Master's joy." , 
The voice at micbiight came; 
He started up to' hear: 
A mortal 'arrow_pierced his frame; 
He fell, but felt no fear. 

Tranquil amidst alarms, 
It found him in the field. , 
A veteran slumbering on his' arms, , 

-Beneath his red-'Cross shield: -
His sword was in his hamd, 
Stm warm with recent fight, 
Ready that moment at command, 
Through rock and steel to smite. 

It was a two-edged 'bl,ade, 
Of he,avenly temper keen; 

'And double were the wounds it made, ' 
Where'er it smote between: • 

'T was death to sin, 't was life 
To all that mourned for sin; 
It kindled and i't silenced strife, 
Made war and peace within. 

O:(,t with its fiery force 
His arm had quelled the foe, ' 
And laid, resistless in its course, 
The alien anliies low: 
Bent on such glorious toils, 
The world to him was los's; , 
Yet all his trophies, all his spoil'S, ' .. 
He hung upon the cross. --

At midnight Came the cry, 
"To meet thy God prepare!" 
He woke,-and caught his 

Captain's eye; _ 0 

His spirit with a bound 
Burst its encumbering clay: 
His tent, at sunrise, on the gr.ound 
A darkened ruin lay. 

Th,e pains of-death are palB1;j 
Labor and sorrow ,cease; 
And life's long warfare closed at last, 
His,soulisJound in peace. . 
Soldier of Christ, weU done! 
Praise be the new employ; 
And, while eternal ages run, 
Rest in thy Saviour's joy. 

" 

"Be'hold,. I' Stand' C)t the Door" arid, Knock'," 
\ ' , 

A Sermon'by .the Pasto.r, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Pr~ched in J,arvis IStreet Baptist Church, Toronto, ,Sunday Evening, .September27th, 195'3 ' 

. \ (ElectricaJly Recorded) 
" , 

"Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear 
my voice, and open tpe door, I )ViIl come in to him, and wiH 
'sup with him, and he with me." Rev., 3.20 . 

\' Prayer Before the Sermon 
We rejoice, '0 Lord, in the assurance that Christ died for 

'- our sins according to the S'criptures. We thank Thee that He 
has entered, not into temple~ made -with hands, n9r with the 
'blood, of 'bulls and of, goats,' but with His own blood He has 
entered into Heaven itself, there' to appear in 'the presence 
of God f.or us. We thank Thee for the rent veil, and for all 
!ts im}!lications. Now unhindered we too may come into .the 
l!Dmediate presence of God. . ' 

'Help us, 0 Lord, that we may not think of Thee as being 
remote' froOm our qwelling places, or from our experiences. 
Hast Thou not raised us up together with Him, ~d made 
us I!it together in heavenly places in Chris't? Vouchsafe, we 

-pray Thee~"an experience of the S'Pirit's ministrY in our own 
hearts, .that ~very one within this house this evening may 
be made to feel that he or she is actualily now in the presence 

, of, God. We ar,e just as near to ,Thee as was that stricken 
woman who touched: the hem of Thy garment and 'was made 
Whole. We 'bless Thee for this great truth, that Thou art 
with us still: " ',<-

" 
' ... 

We may not c:Hmb the heavenly steeps 
'To bring the Lord Ohrist down; 

In vain we search the lowest deeps, 
For Him no ~epths can drown. ' 

But warm, sweet, .tender, eVlm yet 
A present help i!l He; . 

And faith has, still its Olivet 
And love its Galilee. . 

o 

. , 

.' 
'.Dhe healing of His seamless dress' 

lIS ,by our 'beds of painj , 
~~ We touch Him in life's -throng ·and press, 

And we are whole again. ' 

For the nearness of Hod, for the accessrbiiity of the 'Divine 
, Healer and Helper, and as we ,have heard in song this eve
ning,. tlie' irresistible Conqueror - for this we praise Thee. 
We of o!lrselves have no strength,' no might with which to 
mat<;,h the, power of the enemy. Of ourselves we are poor 
defeated ,mt9rtals. Yet we triumph in Christ Jesu's, and in 
Him we always 'have the victory. . 

oQ, Lord, draw near to us this evening. We want to learn 
a little more a:bout Thee. Grace and peace are t() be multi
plied to us through the knowled'ge of God, and' of Ohrist 

_ Jesus our LO'rd: ,Help us, thererore, to know 'rhee better. 
: Help us that we may learn some simple'lessons this evening 
'that wHI teach us something of the avai~albility of the re
sources of grace. We have to pray for things, 'spiritua:l as 
fOl; temporl;ll:. Give us this day our daily bread. Wf! thank 
Thee that ,Thou dost not give us a'surplus; we thank Thee 
for the daily m'anna, for the neces'sity of coming to Thee' for 
new supplies day by day and .hour by hour. If we know our 
own hearts, 0 Lord, 'we love Thee, and we delight to 'be 
here Thou a1;l;. We' love to hear Thy voice. We delight to 
Have some little part in magnifying Thy great and glorious _ 
Name, bu't we are here below in the vaHey, face to face with' 
a hundred difficu1ties-; meeting continually pro'blems which 
defy our solution. Oh, how soon we come to the, limits of 
our wisdom, how soon we discover the end, of our powers! 

" 
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Lord God come t() us. 0 Lord, come to us this evening, every a man coarse grained, indifferent to the amenities of 
one of U8. Seek us, search us out, find us by Thy gracious life, almost as much at home in a barn as in a well kept 
Spirit, and incline us every one to a closer walk wi~ Thee, house. Ai last she had given up, and she had let every
to a more in'timate fellowship with Thee, to a more complete 

·dependence upon Divine grace. tliing slip. And there she was away in the bush some-
Thy Word is before UB. We thank Thee for it. We thank where. My friend talked with her, and told her she ought 

Thee for this vast ocean of truth. W'e have bu,t skirted the not to allow herself. to be dragged down by her worthless 
shores of it, and little do we know of its depths. Oh, teach us h /I- ..J11J1 f h 
something of it thi's evening-if not of the depths then help 'Us·vand.. He urged her to recover hers~r.1,· or er own 
us to wade a little further out in the shallows. Teach us how sake, and for the sake of her household. He had a little 
to go on with THee, until we have experience of those vi,taliz- prayer with her, and went on his way. Some time after": 
ing waters, to the ankle's, and to. the knees, and to the loins, wards he came back that' way and he went to see her 
and by and 'by waters to swim in, a river tha't cannot be again. When she opened the door he scarcely knew the 
passed over. 

So 'deai with us that we may know how to revel in the place. Everything was as lclean as the proverbia~ new 
~uxuries of Divine ~ce. Save us from livin!g poor famished pin; everything was in order, and she had dug out ef 
lives, from presentint to the world emaciated characters, as her dhests, or somewhere, a . different. kind of apparel. 
though we were living on the edge of things. Oh, help us 8h . 
that we may 'enter into the fulness of 'l'hy house. Grant to e. was a new . woman in ·a new world. 
Us we pray Thee grace for grace. Anoint us with fresh oill, There 'may sometimes be something like that in the 

It mar be there are some here tonight wh_o have been Christian life, when people allow the world to come in 
looking m at the banqueting tah1e; ibut have never tasted that and drag them down. Things get worse and. worse, un
the Lord is good. They do not Im'ow what it is to hear the 
echo of the ringing of the bells of Heaven in their BOuls. til all of life is in a state of confusion, so that one would 
Lord bring them in tonight. It may be there are some here . scarcely know th'at the person ever had made a profession 
who have lost their first love; they have grown cold in the of Christ. '1 have seen that often. Yet 'if you had oppor
service of the Lord, and have been nel'fleeting the daily and tuni,ty to 'sound ~he depths' you would dl'8Co"'er that that 
hourlf cultivation of their souls. Pu't 'l'hI"ne arms about them 1/> . 1 . d d Th' b h' person really did know the Lord once, and if you talked 
a so; 10 ee , put me arms a out t IS whole congregation, a 11'~e w'h'I'le yo'u' would fl'n~ d awakenl'I!g l'n her, or l'n every one of us. Help us to feel that about us and beneath Llil 

us are the everlasting arms. Draw us one and aU, allowing him, a kind of spiritual nostalgia, a longing for the better 
not one to escape, closer and ever closer to Thy Ibleedingt'hings to Which he or she had been accustomed in ea,rlier 
side, for Je~us' sake, Amen. • I'll ' be. \ 

OUR text you know is part of the address of the great These Laodiceans were professing Christians, but their 
.. iHead of the church to the church at Laodicea. It lives had been reduced' to a' carnal state. I asked Mr . 
. was not a flagrantly apostate churCh; indeed, ,it was Slade to read that passage in Corinthians purposely this 

eminently respectable. They thought so themselves, and evening, for it is possible for good people to allow the 
said so. . They were, In fact, not wanting in a very good mind of the flesh - :p.ot in any vulgar way, or in any 
opinion of themselves - a church in a smu'gly complacent irregularity of life; I am not speaking of that particu
mood, well satisfied, saying, "I a.m.··rich, and increased larly, altJhough that 80m'etimes takes place - but to let" 
with goods, and have need of nothing." _ the fire go out. An'd when you do th'e hottest things 

There are a good many professing Christians like that. become luke-war'm. before they become cold. And how 
. They are not conscious of any short-comings at all; they nau~.eating a luke-warm thing is! I get it sometimes on 
.' are perfectly satIsfied, particularly with themselves. And an aeropl'ane, and I feel like' calling the stewardess and 

yet the diiscerning Master said that they knew ·not that say'ing, ''Why don't you do one thing or another?: If you' 
in reality they were "wretched, and miserable, and poor, cann~ make it hot tb,en have it cold, but do Dot bother 
and blind, and naked." There is sometimes a vast dif- giving me thi·s luke-warm stuff." . 
ference .between what appears externally of a Christian 'But the question .is, Where is the M'aster of the house? 
life and what the Lord discerns of its inner spil'it. It' He 'does not ,appear to be around. No, He is outside; 
is verY easy for any of us to become spiritually slovenly He has withdrawn Himself, and t!be door is .. shut. 
and untidy - jU'st to neglect the cultivation of the"soul I venture to 'say that there are . MANY' PROFESSING 
to pu~ the du'ster aside - no more dusting and cleaning 'CHRISTIANS TO WHOM THE LoRD JESUS Is AN ABSENTEE 
and sweeping; ju'st let things drift. '8~VIOUR. They d'o not talk with Him, they do not walk 

A friend of mine tdlld me a few years ago of 'going up with Him, they do not work with Him, they have no fel-
. ~oIilewhere through the North country, through the bush. lo~hip with Him. They are called by His Name, they 

I . do not know whether he was hunting, or, what he was pass as those. W'~o are Christians, but the Master is not 
doing. But he called at a certain house, not'much more there; ·their Beloved has Withdrawn Himself and is gone. 
than a .cabin, and there he met with the wom'an of the 'So that is my theme this evening-:-how Chl'istian peo-' 
house. She was barefooted, and not well clad. Nothing pIe may gra'duaq~y lapse into a wholly carna.! state, witl!-
was neat and tidy about the place. He was invited with- out .any sense of the Divine presence, and wholly without 
in, and he went inside, and he engaged her in conversa- experience of the ,Spirit"s ministry. Suppo.se we could' 
tion. Very soon he discerned that she .was a woman of see a revival o.f all the people in Toronto who at some time 
education. He learned also that she was a registered or another had professed and called themse'Ives Chris~ 
nurse; .sbe was a woman who hadJl.ad really a very rich Uans, but who now have east away their profession, and 
experience in days gone by. 'She married a worthless ·do not even call themselves Christians-backsliders in 
man, as some good women manage ·somehow to do. He very truth. I am'sure in this great city there, must be 
was careless, an~ was not particular about anything, and tens o! thousands of them. If only they. could be quick
gradually she let eVerything slip. The household went ened, Ii only they could be l'OOaIled to a bfe of fellowship 
down. There were no dhiIdren, and by her oWn personal wIth Godf That would be a reviv·alof incalculable eIi
appearance' one would suppose that she ,was born to the m~nsions. :
slums, and had- never known anything better. He talked 
with her, ,and She confessed her discouragement. She di'd 
'not ·speak unkindly of her husband, except that he ~ 

'-

:1 •. 
Let me remind you then th'at THE OFFENDED LoRD DOES 

NOT WHOLLY FORSAKE HIS PEOPLE .. They may'forsake 

o 

'-
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Him, but He does not foreake them. . They may forget 
Him, but He does not forget them. How ,sadly true it 
is tlhilt many Christians forget and negilect the Lord. 
They hold no converse with Him, ask no counsel of mm, 
evince no desire for His presence; they live without Him. 
If you had, someone in your house whom you treat~d 
after that fashion,'for whom you had no word of greeting 
to exchange in the,morning, an..d nevel' for a moment sat 
down where he or .she might be to engage in C9nversation, 
but' utterly ignored him or her-you would not be sur
prised if some day you shouN walk th:rough the deserted 
rooms of the house and s'ay, "Where is he gone?" "Wltere' 
is she gone?" What would you expect him/to do - to re
main? Why no. Your utter neglect has given evidence 
that you do not want him, and he goes where he will be 
more' welcome. 

1 am always sor,ry, profoundly sorry, for a man whose 
wife is not a good housekeeper. Listen to me young men 
-it is all right if she can sing well, it is to the good if 
she looks fine OI;l 'set occasions, but if I were you I would 
take a 'day off and ca~[ about nine o'clock In the morning 
and have a look at her; see what she looks like, and .'t 

J 

Johnnie sat there - only a little boy of five - and- he 
did not partake of the thing before him." At last his 
hostess said, 'T'J ohnnie don't you like it?" "0 yes," he 
'said. ··Well," she said, "why don't you eat it?" He said, 
"We 'haven't given Jesus thanks yet, and I can't eat until 
we do." The Lord be praised for littJIe children that are 
so taught. His mother said, "Perhaps that was .his first 
testim,ony for Ch,rist." It is well when Christians live 
,an ordered life, and when wherever they go they make 
~erybody to know that they. keep in step with the Lord. 
Jesus. ' 

I am talking to that man that does not pray, or to that 
woman. You 'have rather neglected the Lord, 'and JOu 
have not talked with Him much today, or at all. Per
haps you have not let Him talk with you. Could you, 
complain if He were to leave you altogeth~r and never 
come back 'again? What if He were to do that? ,I am 
afraid, dear friends, that we have all given Him abun
dant .reason for aoing so, do you not think so? Oh, what 
a gracious Lord He is! :), , 

II. 
she is doing. That is the test. See that you get some- HE DOES NOT Go VERY FAR AWAY, AND HE MAKES' 
body who is a good house'keeper. But a man w'ho has an HIS NEARNESS'KNOWN .. Listen, listen, and see if you can 

, indifferent housekeeper-poor fellow, everything is out hear' Him: "Be'hold, I stimd at the door, and knock." Who 
of pl'ace. In the kitchen is a pile of unwa'shed dishes, and is it? "I stand at the ,door and knock." A'h, how He 
everything else awry. Try to walk across the room and knocks, how He loves us with a love t'hat will not let ,us 
-wh,at's that?, 0'11, something that ought not to be there, go, now His grace abound's even towards luke-warm 
but there it is, something under foot-untidiness every- people! 
Where. And if the man is cast in another mold it is not He knocks sometimes with His wounded hand, 'U.s with 
surprising if -he does not enjoy that kind of thing. He a, wounded hand. A dear old saint caUed on me one day, 
may mildly suggest an ,improvement, and when it does not one Prayer Meeting night. He said, "I wanted to come 

" take place he finds some other place, it may be a club, in 'to see you just before I go home to get ready for 
or a lodge, or somewhere else, where thhigs are a little Prayer Meeting." He ,always tried to find an hour be
ordez;ly. He is happier almost anywhere than in his own fore Prayer, Meeting to get .ready for it, and some!b.ow 
house. or 'another he always 'bad a great blessing. But 'he said 

'Do you ~know who Jesus is? ,He is the Lord of all to me, "I am troubled today." I said, "Why are you 
creation. Do you know that He is the Source of aU law trou-bled ?" He said, "r' read the story of the crucifixion 
,and orderlines'&, in a mYriad worlds. Ou.r God is not the once ~more today, and for the first time tllat·1 can 're
author of. confusion; He is' not happy in a life that is member I read it with dry eyes. I am going back to talk 
all confus'ion, characterized by spiritual neglect and care- to the Lord about it, and ask Him why." "Bcl101d, I stand 
lessness, until the house is wretchedly untidy. The Lord at the door and knock." If we could just remember that. 
of Glory becomes uncomforta"le, and the Spirit is I brooke my arms, both of them in one day. It was a 
grieved. That untidy housewife says, "I do not know stupid thing to do, just like you do. But I did it any
Why my husband should be away'SO much; I h,aven't done way. They fixed me up, and as (ar as I knew my arms 
anytli'ing." ,That is the troUble, my 'dear woman; you were all right. Then one day somebody shook hands 
have not -done anything. That is the reason. "I haven't with me. I like a good handshake, don't you 1 I dq ,not 
given any offence?" Is that what a wife is for - to like this fish's tail business; I like a good gnp. I did 
avoid givi'ng offence? Sqppose you live on the'positive not blame my friend for gripping me, but he gripped 
side of the street and see if you cahnot minister a little and somehow got his th-umb on a nerve that in the right 
pleasu.re and comfort and ease and 'satisfaction: Our hand is a little nearer .... tlle surface th'an it used to be. 
Lord. comes to abide with us, and how do we trust Him 1 I felt as though I had been pierced from 'head to toe~ 
Ls the house an unruly,place, all topsy-turvey, with every- It was a wounded hand. I wonder does it C()8t my Lord 
thing where it ought not to be?> Not one of us could something to knock with a wou~ded ,hand at my door? 
complain if the Lord were to leave us for lJ')od. I should I wonder! But you have heard HIm, haven't you? 
like to find some ~an or woman this ~vening w'ho bas Then sometimes He knocks with a finner knock, with 
l;'Iadly neglected :the Lord. You have not talked with him the Shepherd's rod, and ma:kes you feel that there is -roh, formally said your prayers, but .what is that? somebody outside who really means business. Have you 
: I heard a lovely story this morning from one of our ,heard Him? Then He identifies Himself. "Who is 

young mothers. She said a neighbou.r came to her and ........ there?" "It is I. Behold, I stand at the door and knock." 
. ~aid, "I would like to telil you something, but -I do not X,ou know how the ,spouse in the song listened at the 

know whether I should, and whe"ther yod. would be of- 'closed door; she listened intently, and she ,said, "It is 
fended." 'She asked her to continue and, she said, "-It ,the voice ot my beloved that knocketh, saying, Open to 
is' about Johnnie." "Well what about him 1" "Well he me, my sister, my love ... for my head is filled with 
came in with the other children, and we were having a dew, and my' locks with the drops of the nigoht." Have 
meal. The others pitehed in as the meal was served, but you never hea,rd the Lord Jesus bring to bear upon Yl>ur 
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. awakened con'sciousness all the force of His redeeming 
'grace, making you to reel tha't it is the Saviour Who 
stands without knockiJ),g? . 

before you open it; it is not very safe to 'open the door 
to anybody. But When the Lord comes He identifies 
Hi'mself by His voice, for said He, "My sheep hear my 
voice, and I know them, and they follow me." We know 

III. His-voice, do we not? And· When He speaks it is safe 
. 'Then let me say HE' AWAI,])s THE OPENINQ OF THE to' open the dOGr, and if we cannot open it, if 'we even 

DOOR. He might have come with the thunders of the law, desire it to be opened --.:... only the word Qf the Lord spoke~ 
demanding . admittance. He might have come,' saying, in the ·p.0wer of-the Spirit can induce people to desire the 
"This is the law;· th.is is the police, open the door ... · No, open door. 
w.e are not come to the mount that could be touched, th~~ When He comes in what will He do? He said, "If any 
burned wi'th fir,e; we are co.me ra~heJ: to the gentlenes's man hear my· voice ... .I wiIJ come in." Take that prom
of. the Lord Jesus. He comes graciously to :us in our ise, ,just that; you can' remember tha't can you not? "I 
spiritual declension: Oh, listen.- ' wile come in!" that is ·all .. ".open the door .and I wiH come 

"Behold, a S;tranger at the door!' in." • p.ut it the other way: "H~ tha't cometh to me I 
He gen1lly kn-ocks, has knocked before, will in rio wiSe cast out." "I will come in." And He will 
Ha:s waited.long,"is waiting still: come in,"my 'de~r friend, 'as a guest. '!I will ,come in to 
You treat.no o'llher friend so ill." him, and will sup with him." Do you women like people 

mi,. that. gentle knock! to 'come uninv.ited about' dinner' time? Are you always. 

I . d h" t th t d' . t th t th' that· ready, do you always .have plen'ty? Ah, but He comes to won er w a . a . oor. rf!!Presen .s, a ~ng 'f h' , . tho H t b b b t . t It· t· .~ if I 'h' d' t' " ci.h·· k 1" '. 'id ,US·} we· aven t.any mg. e comes as a gues', ut e-
o 0 s rue s. ~s en ranee... a Ime Ii m cou comes our Host . .In Britain they have been l'ationed for 
~ork o~t a ~arable. It IS a man~-panelled door. There about twelve years. EngliSlh people a·re usually very 
IS' the mtelhgence.'. an? .t~e e~otlOns, ·all:d· the me.mor!, 'hospitable.' They like to invite people home to dinner, 
and .~ll the. facultIes ?f the ml~d. The carn.al mmd IS but what .;re you going to do when you haven't 'anything . 
~nmlty agallnst God" ~t sh.uts t. e door, and I'S not sub- , to put before them? A few years ago when Dr. Wilmot 
Ject to the law of. God, ~e}ther mdeed can be. In so~e was here one night at dinner he loo'ked at 'his plate and 
ca:ses the door '!las been long closed. Have you ever tried he .sa:id, "You have served me wit'h ·as much meat on my 
to ope.n 'a door that has been exposed ~o t~e weat~er, a~d plate as (at that time) would be served to a whoile .family 
that ~as not been opened fo~ a long tIme _. Nothmg. w!lI for a week." .I fellt very badly one day when I was a 
~pen ·It. The'lock and the. hmge~ are ru~t~d, .aI?d \Y!thm guest in a home in England; d'll,ring that time. They 
there are all ~or~s of thl~gS. pIled agams't the door- had a precious' "joint", as they call it, 'not very b'ig. I 
bun?'~es of 'pl"l'de ,and pr,eJudlCe, a~d carn~l. ~leasures, wa's thei.r· guest. They did not know· I found it olit, but 
enVies, and Jea.lousles, ~nd ha~reds, and ~m~ltIons -:- and I did. find it ollt. Their- f.riends said, "You are going to . 
3;1l sorts of thmgs. Have you got a door m yqur house have a guest? How wiH you do?, - you haven't enough 
hk~, tha~? . "W:?y 'do they c.o~e to that door? I don't coupons.. Look here, we don't mind., we 'will give you "\ 
~pen th~t door. . ~ut there, It }~: a.nd vyhenever you. hear . some coupons. And I know Mrs. So-andJSo will give you 
that gentle knock~ng !OU -say, Why It would mean .al- .some coupons." And so they went around and. made a 
?Ios~ a h.ousecleaml).g Just ~,o .op~n that door. Everythlpg little collection of cou·pOns, and then they went oult and' 
I'S piled m the hallway ag'amst It, as ~ho,~gh I neye~ ex- .bought 'a roast, just for me who had come from- a cou~
pected t,o go, !>ut, or anybody to come m. So som~t:lm.es try where I cOuld have aWlhole ·ox if I wanted it! 
when you. hear that gentle knock you have to, admit that . . 
you tried the lock and it would not turn. What is the 'But spiritually we are not only ratibne~; bu~ there are 
lock'! The hu-man will: But-it will not turn, it is rusted. no stores open, and we have ndthinlg to eat.' ,But when' 
and it is fast. You' say, "I cannot open tbis door. It is our glorioU's Lord comes He brings all His pro,'Vi8ions 
no- use talking to me about being a Christian. I would with Hi~ - tea, and sugar, and butter, 'and bread, and 
like to be but I cannot; I cannot open this door." No, meat,' and a'lll the other·things that go to make up a 

,but there' is Someone outside knocking; and if you can- meal. He brings them ~ aH, and ·spreads the table, and 
not open the door tell Him so. Cry through the lattice,' says, "Now come, let us sup togetber." "I will sup with 
and say, "Lord I recognize Thy voice, and I want Thee him, and he with. me." I have been 'entertained by a 
to come in, but I. cilnnot opeIi Hie door." Let m,e tell you . good 'many people in' different parts of the world; I 
so~eth:ing: He has a master key that will 'opem the door . have been .entertaine~ by some rather rich people too, and· . 
of any human. heart .. That is a lovely story about Lydia, taken .to great hote'l's that almost frightened. me, espe
isn't it?· - down th~re Jjy the waters'ide when' P,·aul cially when I' looked at the prices on the menu. I was 
~reached, and it is said, '''Whose heart :the Lord opened, only glad I had not to jpay it. But I have been' royally' 
that sh~' ~ttended unto the 'things ~hich were'spoken of entertained -in many, many places - in your country, 
PauL" " 0 no, He does not wrench it open, like a burglar Brothe·r Baumari; ip. Switzerland, my, how they 'look after 
breaking open the door; He comes as Lord of the house, you there! A%d in other places. But I have never been 
He takes out His· master key, and fits it into the wards . " 
of the lock, 'and opens the ODor. . ' 

GOSPEJ WITNESS PUBLICATIONS 
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WHAT !lAPPENS WHEN· HE DOES? Said He, "If any 
man hear my voice, and open the door ... " Let me tell 
you ~ 'nobody will even desire to open the door' who d{)es 
not first. of ill hear His voice: You will not open·'the 
qoor to strange~s. At least 1. hope you 'have .senlle enough 
not to do ·so. Make sure you know who is at the door 
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entertained by anyboay as I 'have 'been' ente~tained by 
the Lord J.e'sus Chri'st. ,What a meal He sprea'lls! He 
comes to abide, How foolish it is for any of us to try 
to do without Him! . 

I thought of one of Longfellow's translations, this' eve~ 
ning that had' not cr9ssed my, mind in years. But it is 
just my sermon:, ' 

"Lord, what am i that, with unceasing care, 
'Thou did'st seek after. me; ,that Thou did"st wait, 
Wet with uriheallthy d'ews, 'before my gate, . 

And pas'soo the gloomy nights of winter there? 

"Oh, strange,deh~.sion! that I did not greet' 
Thy blest approach; and oh! to Heaven }row lost 
1£ my ingraititude's unkind1y frost 

'Has chilled the bleeding wound's upon Thy!eet! 
.' 
"How oft my Guardian ,Angel gently cried, 

',Soul, from thy casement look, and thou shalt see' 
IHow"He persists to knock and wait for thee" 

, And oh! how often to t'hat voice of sorrow ' 

ha:s lost the joy of .hi·s or her salv:a:tion, who is out'. of 
fellowship with God, will you not come back? Will you 
not just open 'the door and let Him come in? Let Him 
go hon:te with you tOllight. Or if there is one is .. not a 
Ohristian, you never were a professing Christian - you 
so much need Him. Will~ you not let Him in?· He wiH
come in if 'you just open ·the door. Or if .you cannot, 
open it, tell Him, and He will open' it., 'Then: He will 
come in. What other·states could I desc~ibe? No matter 

, what our state may be let us 'fling wide the door. And' 
for those of us who are already 'christians, and who 
enjoy some measur'e of fellowship w.ith ou·r Beloved and 
·the sweetness of. Hjs presence, shall we ~ay to Him this 
evenin1g: "0 Lord I am- so glad I am not outside the door, 
out inside. Please, please do not leave me. ,Abide wifu 
~e, for it is toward evening and the day is far spent." 
What a blessed thing it woul}d be if'every door were open
ed 'and every heart this evening were occupied by the 
Lord Jesus 'Christ. Let, us pray. , 

'To-morrow we wiH open,' I replied, 
And when the'morrinv came f ansWered sti.li 

_ We believe, 0 Lord, tha~ Thou an here tonight, that some 
have he'ard Thee knocking, and some have 'heard Thee speak
ing. ·0 Lord, do come in. dIf any aTe unwiUdng we 'beg of 
Thee' to knock a little ~'ou~e,r, speak a little louder, Lortt Let 
not the door remain fast locked again 'l'hee, Thou Prince of 
Ufe. S'overei'gnIly open the door in Thine awn way, that t'his 
mat.. be a ,ni'ght of grace for us aU. We ask it in J'esus' Name, 

'To-morrow' .~' ! ... 
Shall it be so-tomorrow? " "Behold, now is th~ acce~ted 
time; behold, now,,is the day of salvation." , " 

, If there is one man (Ir woman, here this eve~ing ~ho A'men. ' ' ' .' ' , ' 

MORE AaOUT AMALGAMATION 
From The Regular 'Baptist Call, August, ·1953 

, Mrs. C.-:T. Holman, Editor ' , 

Dear Mrs. HolriJ.a~" of J. C. Macaulay,d)D. (lBaptist mjnister and teacher at 
I have read the July Regula?' Baptist Call throughout,' Wheaton Cdllege, who also writes the "Lesson as a Whole" 

and parts of it several t!mes, and I feel with yoil your for Sunday School Times). In writing of Saul's conver
treme,ndous. h~art con'cern regarding '''The' proposed am· ,sion, he sa!d "This who'le radica:l change tan be su'mmed 
algamation of 'Union and Fcl'lowship churches." , - up in one word, the '\\::orp by which Saul addressed Jesus' 

I believe however that the reason for the com;promise ,when pe met Him on the Damascus road-Lora! Notice 
referred to goes deeper than you have described. You that he did not use this tide lightly (Matt. 7: Z 1) but as 

,state o~ page foul' th.at "the coldness o'f many' c,hurches signifying Chr:ist's right to command~'Lord, what wilt 
to-day IS ca~sed i?y t~e departure of the heart ffOm true thou have me to do?' That is the very heart of convers

,obedle.nce to the God outwardly served". That su~ely is the, ion. WE 'J;IAV~ A PRACTIC;:E OF-OFFERING- JESUS 
, tru:th l.n a nut shell. But what is causing ,this departure of AS SAVIOUR, I/EA V'ING THE INVITATION TO AC
th~ ~eart fr?m true obedienc~? Surely it is a lack of Holy CEPT HIM AS LORD TO SOME LATER TIME; This 
Spmt teachmg on the 'meanmg- of ,the ordinance of bap- is not New Testament procedure,. It 'is as Lord that He 
tlsm. On page five you give the clear significance -of is Saviour, ami the apostle Paul tea:ches' us that our, 
?apt:ism :-"the declaration before. the world of the whole ·salvation is wrapped up in ~ur con'fessing Him- as .Lord 
redemptive work of Christ and' its acceptance in the soul as a corollary ,of 'believing. The ,fact is that no man' is 
of the ,one immersed. THE A'OCFlP1'1ANCE -, OF THE morally 'capable of receiving salvation 'until he owns the 
LORDSHIP OF CHRIST and' His redeeming'vicarious Lordship of Christ.", " 
sa,crifiq:: is e~pressed in that., great picture." But it wou'ld I believe tliat this false, teaching is at the root of: all 
appear that great numbers o'f those who have. been so hap- departure fro'm. the t;evealed ,.trutli of"God.:.s~ Word and is 
tised have a very inadequate understanding of the mean- responsible for the superficia~ living of which we see 'so 
ing of those words. ,I • milch today. . 

For instance in 'Baptist churchces,.jt is' not general'ly . People dissatisfied ~ith the results'in their lives' because
taught that it is necessary to accept Jesus Christ as Lord 6f such teaching turn to other churches 'where the truth 
in order' to be savee!, but that He may be a'ccepted as of which' baptism is a picture, clearly taught-"dead' in
Saviour onlly, ta~ing Him subsequently as Lord IF SO deed unto sin, but alive unto God", etc.-wher.e it is ex
DESIRED. ,How then can baptism, whi,ch is a picture plained that a life of resurrection victory' can be a daily 

,of the acceptance of the LOI'dship of Christ; have any experience through the indwelling Spirit. Quickly they 
meaning at all to such R ' ' see that baptism is a picture of aU tnis, and are soon ask-

Maybe you have not been made aware of this hick of ing ,as did she eunuch '''What doth .hinder me 'to be hap
\ ,or rather wrong tea~hing, having yourself 'lived a' com-. tized"? The ordinance is full of tneanirig to thein. 

pJetely surrendered .life, for so many years. But it is true It surely must be because baptism has 'come to be 'large
that this' teaching i~ wide~spread. I quote from the pen • ly only a, fonn to lBaptists that they do not realize its 

" 

" 
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important" place. Otherwise, they surely' couId not take ~hey. talkcabout building moz:e and more chu.rches-Bap
the emblems of His broken body and shed blood upon,' tlSt churches they" say-yet Joyful1y proceed to weaken 

\ .their lips until they had been baptised, thus indicating the 'Baptist message. .. 
their heart acceptance of the Lordship of Christ. If 'Bal!- ,What's the u'se of having unity ~n somethm~ ~at Isn't 
tists arc letting slip only a form, then it surely doesn t rIght? Surely somebody must be domg some thmkmg .. 
m'atter much after a'll, The need would seem to be that I like that cover page of The Call to the "Memben of 
the true meaning of baptism should be taught to thc pas- the W.M.S.R.B.C." 'I wonder how many wi:ll get out their 
ton that they in turn might impart it to their people, membership cards and see just what they signed, "Having 
. The whole body of redemptive truth is in that picture, done all, to stand". I love that text, but, instead of .. .:...., 
as you know,' but it ·is not general'ly taught in Bap4st "and take the consequences whatever they may be," I 
churches. People cannot let go of any truth that has really like better Dr. S.'s ·'and let God take care of the conse-
gripped their hearts. So 'I fee'l the need is, not so much a quences." You may recall ,that message God gave me for 
warning against the :misplacement of an ordinal!ce as the annual meeting, some yean ago-"I am not told to 
such, but .an exhortatIon to. get back to the teachmg of lose or win-I'm on'ly told to fight." , 
the t~th It represents. I !belIeve t?at the r.espons~ to such, I liked the page on Joshua's ChaW::nge, and that is a _~j', 
teachmg wou'~d be ~ha~ the ordmances, m theIr proper real teaching sermon on "'History Repeats Itself." I be-
order would be mamtamed-a~ any cost. . lieve there are many in Baptist Churches who have .but 

Tn HIS Name and for HIS Sake. hazy ideas of these 'I:)asic doctrines. 
Th~ Editor Answen There is so much involved in thc subject matter of the 

This paper has ever stood for the doctrine that immer- CaU that 'I fear the rank and file will not think it through, 
. sion. as the declaratiorf before the world of the saved be- but do as it has always done-follow people-rather than 

liever that he has taken Christ 'as Lord over his life. principle; which, in this ,case-is God's Word. 
. . The omission of that statement at the time of immer- He was 'right---'Baptist missionaries sl\ouId build Baptist 
sion revea!ls that meaning of 'Baptism has not, in aU pro- causes for Baptist Churches. But Baptist young people con
bability been presented to the candidate at the time 'of tinue to go to Inter-Denom. seminaries, and Baptist money 
his convenion. We have fallen upon an age wh~n the is poured into Inter-Depom. ~issions. that fail to emph~
unsaved are not even instructed, that whcn thcy come· size the New Tcstament BaptIsts' testImony. May!.>e thIS 
to Christ as Saviour, His Saviourhood -rests upon the fa'ct emphasis will "Come back to us from some faithful mission 
that He is God, the Lord and must have control in the life fie'ld-defin'itely taught of God those Chinese Christians of 
and soui of the one who comes to Him as Saviour. whom Dr. S. spoke-"Hungry for the Word of God". 

We have many times urged this matter. in this paper, 'Reacts like that wil~ not be satisfied with sha'llow supcJ:;
~ameIy the acceptance by' the seeking soul of Jes~s Chri~~ ficiai teaching. 
as Lord o'f the life. Upon t~is. acc;ptap.ce. and thIS obedl- ..... And I come to page 6 in R. B. Call. 'niat 2nd para
ence depends the futu~ Chr~~tI.an bfe of the young ~on~e~; graph, col. 1, wilI dig deep. I. feel that the' 2nd (col. 2) 

.. In th~ brochure cntltled. .Llttle Talks on Soulwmml!-g paragraph re Article 10 in Statement (j£ Faith and Article 
. thIS EdItor ha.;; strongly. contend~d 0at thc presentat!on fIlA in Constitution is too short. and that the complete \ 
of the Lordship <Yf Chpst must. be mad~ to ,~he seekI~g wording is needed and the fuB implication made dear-'-
soul at the hour of theIr convenIOn. 'It wll~ not do to teIl • d -th the word ,c-~~er n . - S· MIS OneWl UI'Q. 

the young co~vert, w:hen he has accepted Jesus ~s aVIOur· Do ou recall Mr. "Baldwin's co'nvenion to Baptist 
.only that he IS a chIld of God. On the authOrIty of the h' Y.,. J t t' d a'n""el" Mr;n told Dr S ." H' I Lo d . L ~- h h tea'c mgr u! ques Ion an· ".. - . D. •• 
SCrIpture, .he must accept 1m a so as r. oo,~ t roug h t h ld 't b . at 'Ade'l.aide St Church the follow-
Paul's Epistles and see how he constantly' says, the Lord ! a e wou n . e. . . S d . h' 
Jesus Christ." 'The Lordship of Christ is the basic doctrine m

h
g Shund3;y mormng as It was COp1mumo~ , un ay m IS 

f h N T W· h d t H' th re's c urc -
0' .t e e~ estam'cnt. It out surren er '? 1m, e I Dr. S.' "Wh not observe the Lord's Suppe'r with us?" 
neIther fun grow~h o~ the part ?f. the .belIever, n?r pro- M B'. "O~ ou only admit those who have been. im-
mise of full blessmg m the ChrIstIan lIfe; but" WIth full r.. . d " ,y I 

acceptan'ce of the Lordship of Jesus Christ, there fol1ows, D m~ne ,,'Wh d t t db e the Commu'Iiipn 
not only rich spiritual experience, but' unlimited use- r. ". "y 0 you wan 0 serv 

- '. h I'f .. H" ServIce? 
fulness m tel e ~~en, up t~ .Im. '. . Mr: B.: "Because our Lord 'commanded us to do so." 

It was the conVl'ctIon that It IS. essentIal to pres~nt the D S .. "Wh are ou so anxious to obey one of His 
Lordship of Christ to each 'seekmg soul at the tIme of r... d Y d Y '11' g to disobey the other'" 

. d b f b . th tId thO 'd't ean cornman s an so WI m . .. 
converSIOn an 'e .o~~ 'aptlsm, a. e IS e ~ or y I think Mr. B. was baptised that same evening. I do hope 
ago to beco'me (umnvrted~ a worker m the EnqUIry Room th t many will read The Cal1 care'fuHy and prayerfully. 
of her church, that she mIght do her part at least, to pre- I a

h 
1 b h h' e11r. to me . 

th h f G d E rth " t as a ways' een suc a p . serve e trut s 0 0 on a " • 
She found that often the fint response of secken was MrS. Mills Is Right . 

"But He might ask m~ to do something II did ~ot want In referring to Article 10 of the Statement of Faith 
to do."-A great opemng to lead that soul to rIght rela- and Article IiI'IA in the proposed Constitution for amal-
tion to their Lord and Saviour! g-amation the Editor should-have . given the text. It is a 

We are grateful for these two letten. May the Lord 'd h . h . th t t fAt' I 'I iust criticism, an we erewlt gtve e' ex 0 r IC es 
bless them to our readen. '& IiJ'IA and the intervening Artic1e 11 that the matter 

ANABEL SAGE MILLS SPEAKS HER MINDI may.be clear. 
Rc July '"baU'" .. , .. Article I Name 

"Surely -'- - and - - can see th.at any compromIse 
011' the Scriptural foundation of a N. T. 'Baptist church The Fellowship o( Evangelical 'Baptist Churches in 
will destroy its testimony as effectively a s modernism.' Canada. 
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. Article II Purpose 
The pUfPOSe of this organization is to provide fellO'\\(: 

, ship.for Baptist Churches of like faith and order; to spreaa 
the Gospel. a~ home and ·abroad by preaching the Word 
and estaibhshmg New Testament Churches; to encour
age sound Christian education; earnestly to contend for 
the faith once delivered to the saints; and generally to 
co-operate with other Baptist bodies of like faith and 
order. 

Article;. III Membership 
Membership in this organization shall consist of: 
A. Churches that are, at· the date df the adoption of . 

this Constitution, members ·in either the' Union of Regu
lar Baptist Churehes of Ontario and Quebec, or the Fe1-
lowship of Independent Baptist Churches of Canada. 

. B. Churches that have been duly recognized as Baptist 
Cqurches, which apply in writing for membership and 
subscribe to the Statement of Faith and Constitution of 
·this organization and' whose ,application is approved by 
an. Annual or Specia.1 Convention. 

The Name 
Thus, con£ern!ng the first, the name, omitting the word 

"Regular" omits entirely the statement of the doctrine, 
on whith, as Baptists we should' stand. "The Union of 
Regular Baptists," by its very name, announced to aU 
and sundry,' its doctrinal position. The word ,"Evangeli
cal" does not in any way indicate the doctrinal position 
of the Church concerned. We say advisedly, the word 
"Evangelical" in no way safegu'ards the B~ptist position. 
Many other bodies, not Baptist, are evangelical, and if 
that is all we are, as Baptists, there is no reason for our 
separation from other denominations, and there is no 
guatantee as to where we wiU stand. . 

Through the ages, Baptists' have remained separate, 
because they have held to the Word Of God, and stood 
for the LordShip Of Christ. If we are only~ evangelical, 
and do not teaCh the supremag of Jesus Christ, aner a 
re£usa.1 to depart therefrom, we are not true Baptists, nor 
will we 10J,lg remain evangeli:cal. '. 

(When this arti~le I. was passed at the Union Conven
tion .unanimously without comment, a Baptist brother near 
us said jn a whisper, '''They do not need to go any fur
ther, they have given up everything now." And so they 
had). 

Membership Mixed 
Now concerning Artic1e IUA. Membership. This says 

Memtrership shall consist of "Churches that are at the 
date of the adoptian of this constitution members of either 
the Union of Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario a.nd 
Quebec or the Fellowship of Independent Baptist 
Churches of Canada!' . 

We explained in the Ju'ly issue that the "Union" stood 
on Regular !Baptist position on the order of the Ordinances, 
but that the FelloWship did not, leaving that to the indi
vidual" Cl;l.Urch and w:elcoming to its membership Churches 
of open Communion practice, as well as regular . Baptists. 

"Autonomy" Lost 
The proposed amaigamation therefore does not permit 

the individual Churches· to dedde whether they shall en
ter this amalgamation .. It simply declares that all the 

. members of either Union or Fellowship are automatically 
in it when the proposed Constitution.for Amalgamation 
passes the two separate bodies. . 

We h'ave not drawn this conclusion without evidence, 
for we have heard murmurs from mo~ than one, Church, 

saying, "Are ~e not going to have a chance to vote on 
this question?" And the answer from an influential mini
ster of the '''Union'' was, "Oh no, we are all in it together." 

In our Ju~y issue of this paper we said "These articles 
I: and IHA. do away at one swoop with both the Lord
ship of Christ.as Head of the Church, and the autonomy 
of the Jocal'Church-two age old basic principles of New 
Testament Churches." . . 

Shall We Make It Plain? 
To unite in one body those who desire to obey the com

m.~c:fs of Christ concerning the order, of the Ordinances, 
WItH those who will not accept that New Testament com
mand of Christ in practice, is to deny Christ's Lordship. 

Did Christ give the Churches liberty to obey Him or not 
to obey Him as they might desire? And stit! claim His ap
proval? In other words, church obedien'ce didn't matter, 
and Hit did not ~care? Yet the Churches are now asked 
to combine in one organization of opposite intentions as 
to obedience, willy-nilly, in this com'binaton. 

We wou'ld like to know how mariy Churches of the 
UniQIl and the, Fellowship knew this was in the proposed 

. constitution, and discussed it, pointing out its import, and 
knowingly· and deliberate1y voted for it in their own 
assembly. ~ "-. 

. This Editor tWas, not a delegate but attended both the 
Union and FellOwship meetings on the amalgamation, 
and failed to hear from anyone of our Regular Baptist 
ministers a word of disapproval, nor did anyone of them 
rise to say one good wQ.rd for the Lord Jesus Christ, as 
Head of the Church and for obedience to His commands. 
We listened all day and heard' it not. A strange silence 
fdl upon them all, save that some of the more prominent 
ones . (who .... we understand beHeve in the Regular B~pist 
position, and practice it in. their own Churches) yet stood 
up to move or second or discuss favourably this member
ship e1ause in the proposed constitution! 

We were told· that the ministers of both org~nizations 
bad met together befo~d repeatedly, and we could 
only conclude that a'll the ministers of both. bodies had 

. agreed to that clause beforehand, which eliminated the' 
Lordship of Christ and .the autonomy of the local Church., 

What Were· We 'to Think? 
. After long consideration, we were., forced to the con
clusion ·that their sNence in the meetings meant' they were 
"watchfully waiting" to see if anyone saw the point and 
wouid challenge it. Only'two or three did, and their re
marks, not being in the form of a motion, were heard 
without comment in return. ' 

The Union had stated beforehand that they were for 
amalgamation if their basic doctrines were preserved. Yet 
here they threw both basic doctrines away .holus-bolus 
to go into amalgamation with others of a different view 
and intention! \ 

We here quote from the Editorial pronouncement of 
the June "Union Baptist" (copied a:1so later into the ~el
lowship "Evangel") on the "Autonomy of the Loca.1 
Church". . ... 

'"We definitely assert that no' body of Baptis~. any
where on the face of the earth to-day holds more militant
ly to this autonomy than we. We hate all ecclesiastical 
machines and abominate ali hierarchies. We acknow
ledge the Lordship of Jesus Christ alone, and ever stand 
on guard over the g~orious liberty He has ~ven to ~e 
locai assembly of behevers to follow only HIS lead~hip 
in the conduct of its affairs. We challenge any. man to 

" 
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threaten ~e independence of even' th~ ~ost insignificant 
cOt:J.gregatIOn among us, l,mowing.he will immediately find 
the whole Unipn declare war 'against him." '" , 
S~n~.sta~ements truly. Could they be more belligerent? 
Yet as we read them, there flitted through our mind that 

,!~~~pearea~, phrase - '~~ethin~s ,he dotH 'pr:test too 

.. An~ so i~ proved, for-on JJ.lne 18, by the teims of Mem-, 
bershlp of the proposed Amalgamation' tHe Autonomy of 
the' Local Church 'was thrown into the discard 'and the 

,Lordship of 'Christ over His church repudiated.' , 
Did th~, ·'w?ole Union detlare War." against this, J;!.igh

handed InvasIOn- of autonomy of the "most -significant 
, congregatjori?" Did they' reveal its hatred "of all ec-' 
c1esiastical maCh~ne~ 'or :qierarchies'~, ana did they "rise 
as one man" to appose it? Did they, a:las! desire another i 

,Lord than the Lord of Glory?' ' 
By pre-arrangement (Imagine it) amoqg our dearly be-. 

,loyed brethren df the ministry, unity among brethren 
(greatly tO"be desired if, obtained righteously), was secured 

, at ~e price of the surrender of 'loyalty to Christ, the H~ad 
'of the Church.! " ,', .- " 

'What Are ,the Ordinancesr 
Are not the Ordinances a succinct and per~ect: exposition 

of the whole ,Gospel "of a: Holy GoQ, provided' by the 
Blood of His only begotten Son! and .. whiCh alone portray 

, the way,of salvation ).Vhich we are to preach? Who should 
put, a hand upon 'them am! so.destroy the' Gospel they 
represent? Surely not. the 'ministc~..rs of the Church of God, 
nor any sou1 that has sought ''salvation through faith in 
that Bloodl "', 

, Tl;tis action was so diametri'caIiy opposed to the Editorial 
pronouncement 'of the Union \in the June, issue of "The 
,Union ,Baptist" that as the meeting of the Union, we ex
pected to see every minister 'on his feet refusing -it. But no, 
not one. II~ was announced that it '''had been arranged" 
that the clauses of the proposed constitution be, moved 
and ,seco'nded, by certain ,ministers who were prepared to 
an9Wer aU' questions concerning it and named as the 
mover for these articles in question one known to be of the 

.- staunchest of Regular Baptists in ·the Union. Was ,the 
thought that his endorsement ,would . inde~d quench all 
opposition, 'save of those brave enough to ch3Jlenge such 

, high support? 
_ "Why? 

his ID'~a~ vision? He w& ~n his knees confessing the sins", 
,pf l].is people. ' ' , ' .' ,'" 

We will have a wonderful ,time of blessing' in the. pro
posed/"campa:ign" of Evangelism if 'the min,isters wi'll'lead 
their churches first 'of all iIi' faUing before -God, in con~ 
fession of sin,' arid in renewed obedience and surrender. 

May' -God give us all the ~pirit of repentance~for, is 
not repentance the gift, of God?, ShaH we not seek it 'at 
all costs? • ' , 

The Campaign of Eva~gelism " ' 
We are always for it righ~ly .. secured, but what should 

,precede it? We' are told- plainly in the 'Scriptures that 
"judgment must begin, a( t~e ~0!lse of 'God." It is not a 
stream of inquirers coming to an' inquiry room!', 'It is 
Christians 'on their' knees before God: giving up aH for . 
Him, and confessing the sin' of indifference imd disobedi-", 
ence which .often reigns.. The .1etter ,quoted on page· 4 
strikes the -right note. 'H.ow are yo'ung inquirers' to be dealt 
with when they seek God? Are you brethren and your 
,workers in the inquiry room" prepared to dea'l properly 
with inquiring souls?, " " 

Shall we make it plain' 'to the un-saved 0 that ',to seek 
salvatjon is to ,be dealipg wi~ !l Holy God ,who, wi~l not- .. 
brook disobedience? Our'Churches are now 'suffering from 
two or three generations of 'cardess dealing with inqqirers; 
taking them into theChul'ches, without s,urrender to 
Christ. ' , 

When 'souls come to be saved in the:: coming'meetings, 
what wHl be taught them by the workers, in the Inquiry 
Room? Will they teach them it is not enough to accept 
J~sus Christ as "Saviour? Will they tell them 'they must" 
accept Him as Lord? Will t!?ey tell them' what Baptism 
mean's,? That it means complete surrender, that :the in
dividual has pledged allegiance to the Holy' God aqd His 
word, to do His will alone, and' that God will not be 
trifled with, but if'trusted wholly, '~ill lead o~e, to future 
blessing and usefulness unlimited, as he :follows the Holy 

,Spirit and the Word. .. 
, Oh, Pastors! Train your 'workers in the Inquiry Rooms 
th~t thi$' generation at least may come to know the me,an-
ing of becoming a Child of God. " , 

\ 
4 • • • 

,1\ gre3;t"why" arose in our hearts. T~ese were leaders 
chosen by 60d for.the ministry of the Gospcl! WJ;!.y should - , ' 
they to a man go astray? 'We heard a sermon afterward, 
one of'its points l!egan: "Sin blinds the intelligence." We 

,had our answer; , 

DR. SHIELDS IN BATHURST STREET UNITED 
CHURCH,TORONTO 
Wednesday, October 7th 

Bathurst St. United Church h~s announced "A School 
on, 'Evangelism", from September 30th to December 16th, 
each Wednesday eveninig between those dates: Sept. '30-
Dr. J. R: Mutchmor; Oct. 7-Dr. Shields; Oct. 14-M~.,' 
Gus' Mnbrose; Oct. 21~Rev. Jack Scott; Oc~28-Dr. 
E. C. Hunter; Nov. 4-Canon J. 'Pattersop; Nov.. 18-
Dr. W. A. Hunni'sett; Nov. 25-Dr. P. P. W. ~iemann; 
Dec. 2-'Dr. John Ross; Dec. 9--..lDr. Maurice Zeidman; 

What, was the sin in this case? Putting human fellow
ship~ above felloWship with God and obedience to 
Christ? Or some other motive more mundane? 

We heard of one -prominent minister, remarking: ~'You 
know, we do' not think the order of the, ordinances is very 
important"!! And another said: "All, of the ministers be

,lieve the Scriptures' teach that order, but 'the faCt is,' it 
is not practicable."!' " ' 

The plan of a Holy, omnipotent God for the 'sa~vation 
of the wor.ld, not practi'Gable!! To, what, depths of pride 
and sin have we faDen! ' 

Are ,there -today no Shadracks, Meshachs and: Abednegos 
, among us? -The fU1'!lace ,may be heated seven times hot
- ter, but "one like unto the Son of God" shall walk with 
you!. ' 

And 'Daniel! What was he doing when God gave him 

,. 

Dec. 16-Dr. George A. Little. ' " ' 
," Each speaker is, allotted thirty minutes for ,his address, 
to be fc:iJillowed by thirty minutes of· questioning and 
discus-sion: ,,', , 

Dr. Shields' sU'bject will be: '''Th'e Bible as ,the Inspired 
Word of God; The Essentia1 Dei'ty of Christ; His Ex
piatory ,Death,'; Regeneration and SaIictificatio.n by the 
Holy Spirit,: '- the only: Sa:v:ing Message fo,r this or 'any 
other Day." 

GOSPEL WITNESS readers' will. be welcome to any and 
all Of these services. 

, . 

" . 
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SEMINARY CLkSSES RESUMED . rows of the field. The thankful wffe went out, and soon 
On Monday; September 28th, Toronto Baptist Semin- came in rejoicing with a bucket full of ice: It was ap

ary class~s were resumed fo.r the fall term: Dr. 8hield'S, plied in ba~ to ,her husband's .head.- The 'fever' broke .. 
the beloved Founder'and President of the Semina.rY, took and he wa!i"restored to life and "health. . 
charge at the openi-ng ses'sion. T,he mes'sage of counsel, cThe grateful woman never troubled herself with any 
given as it was by one Of rich and ripe experience as a questions about whether it was a miracle or not.:' She 
minister of· the Lord, was a source of unusual blessing , only knew that she bad prayed '''for ice in summer, and 
to the young men who are just commencing their ~iilis- that the ice "had come. And h.er faith was stron'g~r than 
terial career. F.riends of the .sem"inary will rejoice to ever that the gracious 'Savious, Who 'did so many miracles 
know-that the presen.t enrolment of new s~udents is the when He was on earth, has ju·st the' same power now to 
h~rgest in recent yea·rs. \ comfort His people when they are in trouble. " '\ 
- The lectures of Dr. S'hields in the Eng'Hsh Bible Course -Selected. 

on Thursday evenings are most helpful, and all. are cor-' 
dially invited to atten.d.· Any who wish may enrol as 
students' in this course, write the examinations and re
ceive a d:iploma at the end of three yens' successful Bible School Lesson Outline 
stuHy. The' new series" of lectures on the N'ew Testa- Vol: 17 
ment will commence October 8th. 

-O.L.C. 

FOR YOUNGER READERS 

Fourth Quarter Lesson 2 October 11,.1953 

. OJ.IVE L. CLARK. Ph.D: (Tor.) \ , 

'. SAMSON' 
I Lesson Text: Judges 16:21-31. . . 

. I;ce in Summer.. . . Golden Text: "Let me die the .death. of the righteous, and let' 
Som~ ·years ago a Christian merchant, in an American 'my last en~ ,be l~~e his."-Numb.ers 2~:10.· 

city, failed in-business, and lost~everything he halj:After I. Samson's Enslavement: verses 21-24. . . 
talking over their affairs with h.is· wife, who was a good Atiter Gideon"s great victory over the Midianites the chil
Christian woman, they concluded to move out to the west w:en of Israel emoyed quietness for forty years (Jud'g. 8:28) . 

. and begin life again there. He bou1ght some I'and on the He was foUowett in office .by Tofan,(Judg. 10:1, 2), then Jair 
wide rolll~ng prairie, built a .Iog cabin, arid bega,n to (Jud,g. 10:3), then Jephtha'h, the cha,mrion aI&,ainst the Am- . 
cultivate' his farm. In the midst of the second summer, mom.tes (Judg. 11:29). In turn'Israe was Judged 'by men who w:ere not made famous; Ibzan (Judg. 12:8-10), Elon 
hard work and exposure to the· sun 'bro~ght on an ·attack (Judg. 12:11, 12) and Albdon (Jud·g. 12:13), till the period' of 
of sickTIe.ss, and a 'raging fever 'set in. They were twelve oppression came at the hands of the 'Philistines, which lasted' 
miles away from the nearest town, One of the neigh- for forty years (J·udg. 1'3:1). ' 

The Philistines were a wandering tribe, whose headquarters 
Qours went there, and came back with a d.octor. He were in PhHistia, a strip of land bordering on the coast of 
examined the c-8ISe very carertilly, and left'some medicine the Mediterranean,Sea in the south-we'st corner of Palestine. 
with them and told them 'what to do. He said it was a They bad attacked Israel on various occasions. . 
very d,angero'us· attack. If they' could only get some ice The heavenly annunciation 'to Samson's mother indicated. 
to app'ly to the burning brow of the sick,man, he thought .uhat.tlliis was to be no or'dinary child' (Judg. 13:1-7). In fact, 
he might get over it; but, without that, there was very he was to be separated unto God from his birth' until 'his death (1 Bam. 11; Jer. 1:5; LUKe 1:15'; Gal. 1:15). The law~ 
little prospect of his recovery. governing the NaZarite vow represented va.rious aspects of 

As soon as .the doctor was gone, the sor.rowfui wife their utter devotion' to tilie lJord (Num'beIi! 6:1-21) •. The 
_ gathered her family and. friends round. the bedside of Nazarites a:bstadned from wme or any fruit of the vine, as 
- a sign tlliaJt they renounced human joy .(Judg. 9:1~). They 
. the ·sick husband, and kneeled down with them in prayer. engaged in no practice which might cause their holiness t!) 

She told-the Lord what the doctor had s'aid, and prayed be pdJ..luted (2 Oor. 7:1). Their·long hair'signified, perhaps, 
very earnestly that He Who has the ·power to do every- their W'iHingness to 'endure shame for the L'ord's sake (Judg. 
th O Id d th . Y .il..· 16:17; 1 Cor. 4:10; 11:14). . 

Jng, wou, sen em some Ice. ou see, urIS was . '.Dhe name "'Samson" means "solar't, '~like tllie sun". W!hat· 
before people had ice-boxes or refrigerators, and ,there a glorious tP.ing it is to see a child growing. iDlto:·boyhood or 
was no ice to be obtained in summer away off in the girlhood with 'the biessing of God attending its progress 

. prairies. . (1 Sam. 2:21, 26; 3:19-21; Luke 1:"80; 2:52). 'The ministry 
. When the prayer was over, some of the neighbours of S"amson began in his early life (Judg. 1'3:24,25)., showi,n'g 

that the Christran boy and, girl can serve the Lord acceptably. 
whi-spered to each other that the' poor distressed woman The H01y S'pirit empowered him for servlice. 

. ' 

must be losing her mind. "The idea of get'ting'ice here," Samson had various encounters with the Philistines whom 
they.said, "when everybody knows th.e.re isn't. a .bit. ot ... he.,resistecJ,' o.n .every:. occasion (Jud'ge:s JIB .. ,I ::ae. w~'made .. _': :' 
ice in a~~ thee country round ,. It would be contrary to Istrong when the: Slpirit of ~e Lord. came m~'g:htily HpOn .him ,.-: 

II th'l f t t h .. " (Judg. 14:6, 19; 15:14). Usmg a strange we'apon, illle ~aw-
a e aws 0 na ure 0 ave Ice In .summer. ·bone .of an as's", he won a great victory over' the enemy 

The wife of the sick man heard their remarks, but they (J~dg .. 15:15, 16). It was w~l[ for ~Israe'l t~t Samson was 
did not shake her faith in {j()d. and in His willingness the~r Ju~,g~. for ~enty years, w¥ch CQnstltute,d.h.alf the 
t · h . .- d' H' '11 S'I . I perIod dUrIng WhIch they were subJect to the P.hihstmes. 
o answer prayer t at was accor 1ng to IS WI. I en~ y, Samson was betrayed I;IJld delivered into the hands of the 

but earnestly, her heart breathed forth the cry for Ice. 'Philfs~nes bya wicked woman,. Delilah (Judg. 16:4-2Q). Be-
As the d'ay wore on; heavy clouds began to' 'gather in cause o.f his. associations ~t~ this ~vH, pers.~n, he l<?st .his 

th ·t k Th II d', . d kn ' th separaJtIon, his 6tren~h, hIS sl'ght, hIS freedom and hIS life . 
. e wes ern s Y'. ey ro e In ar e~s oyer e Samson had 'been enticed to give her the real secret of his 

heavens. The dISta~t tp,under was. heard to mutter. strength (-prov. 1:10-16; 7;25-27). As a Nazarite, ,his uncut 
Ne.1lrer and louder it was 'beard .. The lightning began hair waS the physical sign of his separation unto God. Hair 
to flaSh. Presently the storm burst in· its fu,ry. It came was r~garded lI;IDoJ}'g. th~ ~ncien~ as a symbol of :pers<?nality, 
first in ra'in and then in haH . The hailstones cain in and ~he NazarIte I~Jun~tI~.n. agaInst shorn locks Impbed the 

.'. . . .. . e. devotion of the entire mdlVld"u:alJ. to God ('Numb. 6:5; Judg: 
lumps of Ice as bIg as eggs. They II;\Y thick In the fur- 13:5). W!hen Samson was shorn of his hair" he was robbed 
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of his fellowship withl God, of which his unshaven head was 
the ISign. We must beware of those who wouQd deprive us of 
our faith in God and our fel'lowship with Him, for such losses 
cannoit easily be reclaimed. 

It was a s'ad awakening for Samson. When he came to 
hdmself, he did' as many another backslider has done; J1e 
determined to "snap out" of his stupor and go forth as usual. 
Too many attempts to turn over a new leaf and reform their 
outward lr81bits, when ·the cause of their weakness is the 
breach of fel'lowship with God. Sams'on knew- not that the 
Lord had departed from him for the change had been im
perceptIble (verse 20; Hos. 7:9; Luke 2:43). Sin has paralyz
ing power; like a snake, it fascinates its victims before 'fas
tening itself upon them. Show the young people that their . 
only safety rests in maintaining llnbroken s.piri'tual unIon 
and communion with the Lord (IPsa. 1:6; Prov:'.10 :29). 

Sin is crue'l; the Philistines put out his eyes (v. 21). Sin 
is degrading, for we re'ad that they "brought him' dawn" to 
Gaza, in a spiritual sense, as well as in a literal sense. It 
brings slavery; they put fetters upon him (John 8:34). Sin 
also brings wre'tchedness, for. the strong man, the former 
judge of Israel, spent monotonous days -fastened like. an 
animal to the shaft that was used' in connection with grinding 
the grain. 

Restoration. to fellowship with God is gloriously possible 
for those who truly repent (1 John 1:9). Samson was re
turned to favour. His haIr began ·to grow again, and Wlith 
it his strength returned. He again experienced power in 
prayer. 

It is not always safe to attribute material success to favour 
with God. 'Right will win in the end', but not always in this 
life (Jo'b 21:7-13; Psa. 37:34-40; 73:12-2(1). Satan sometimes 
makes' people prosperous and victorious in order to win them 
to his SIde. The Phi'listines praised their god Dagon for their 
triumph over Samson (1 Sam. 2 :2-5). -

II •. Samson's Death: verses .25-'.l1. 
The wicked are exceedingly cruel when they gain the upper 

hand. Such find malicious pleasure in tormenting the 
afflicted. The LOrd would have us deal kind~y with the blind, 
the deaf, the lame alDd the suf.ferin'g ones (Lev. 19:14; Job 
6:14; 29:12-17;. Psa. 82:3, 4; Matt. H.:5; Luke 14:13; Heb. 
12:13). 

The PlrIlistiIles were evidently gathered in one of the 
amphitheatres while they feasted and made cruel sport of 
Samson. He was given the opportunity not merely of aveng
inlg the wrong, but also of destroying a host of the enemies 
of the Lord~ He was now restored to compiete felloWS'hip 
with God, and he as wHling to sacrifice himself for the sake 
of his people. . 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
Oct. ,4--T·he Annunciation to Samson's Mother 

Judges 13:1-14 
Oct. 5-The ~irth of Samson .................................... Judges 13:15-26 
Oct. 6--:Samson and ,the Dion .......................................... Judges 14:1-9 
Oct .. 7--1Samson's Rid<l!le ................................................ Jud'ges 14:10-20 
Oct. 8--lS'amson's Victory ...................................................... Judges 15:1-8 
Oct. 9-Samson's Stren'grt;h ............................................. Judges 15:9-20 

"Oct. 10-Samson's Downfall ............................................. Judges 16 :1-20 . '.. ., . 
SUGGESTED HYMNS 

Come, ye that love the Lord. Aibiding, oh, so-wondrous 
·sweet. When')we walk with the Lord. There's a r.oy>al ban
ner. More about Jesus would I know. Conquering now and 
still to conquer. 

~HE'OBJECT OF 0VR FAITH 
Is' thy faith fixed on the precious blood? Then tJJ,ou 

art 'i,n the covenant. Canst thou read' thy name in,. the 
bloody Characters of a Saviour's atonement, who .says 
to all "Come unto me"?- Then shalt thou read it one 
day jn' the golden letters of the Father's eJiection. He' 
that believeth is elected. The blood is the symbol, . the 
token, the earnest, the su.rety, the s~l of the 'covenant 
of grace to thee. IBy this 'blood, sin is cancelled; by' 
Jesu"s' agonies, justice. is satisfied,";' by His death, the 
law is honoured; and by that blood in all its mediatorial _ 
efficacy, and in alq its cleansing power, Ch,rist fulfils all 
that He stipulated to do on the behalf of His p.eople 
·toward God. ' 
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