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ROMAN PATTERN. FOR AMERICA 
By, J. .8. Rowell, '!h.D . 

. Dr. If~ll Iuu written. many art~le, lor tlie leading Chri,tian 
magazine, ~I tlie land. He has al,o authored"a number 01 booklets, in-
~cluding "Shall "he Pope become 'Supreme A.rb~ among the Nations?~'; 
"Why Millions Do NOT Call· the Pope 1I01y Father," which is a Protestant 
r~ply to the 'Knights 01 Columbu,; "Our Prote,tant Heritage"; "When a 
Mou,e Eat, tlui Sacrament"; "The Greatest Hoax in all History,'" etc. 

Dr. Rowell has. been lor more' than twen!-y-fi,ve-'years the pastor 61 . 
the Central Baptist Church, Victoria, B.C. , 

I N THE Roman Hierarchy's campaign of aggression 
in America, their prirtciples of operation' and objec­

tives have' been clearly stated. . As we' have' seen,' the 
Knights of Colum'bus, in their propaganda. material, de­
clare thei,r church cannot be tolerant towards any churcl1 
but their' own--'-saying, "If God revealed one immutable 
truth, if He established one Church, , , How cilD a .per­
son .'be tolerant toward 'any other truth or church or 
way?'" (See You Hear .Strange Things About Catholics, 
p. 13). . 

" ,~ 
The Alleged Oath of .the K. of C. . 

The Knights of Columbus, in their litera.ture,. broad­
/ . cast over America, say·:. !'We Cathol'ics want our non-

. Catholic friends and neighbors to ""know us ·as we really 
are.'; If non-Romanists' knew the Roman Church as she 
is .presented by the standard- authorities· of her own 
church, they:' would know her to be the most intolerant 
religiolis system tJhat. ever existed-, and· would reject her 
and .her claims as anti-Christian, and as the avowed enemy 
of olir natjonal welfare. 

The Knights of Columbus describe· the oath. credited 
. to them as a bogus oath. It is to be found in the Con­

gressional Record, Washington,. D.C., Vol. 49, pt. 4, Feb. 
15, 1913, page 3216. .This document is too' lengthy 1'0 
be given here, but, ~in part, it reads: ... . 

~ "'I do further promis~ 'and declar§il that I will, when. 
opportunity presents, make and wage relentless war, 
secretly and openly, against all heretics, Protestants 
and Masons, as I am directed to do, to extil'pate them 
from tJhe, face of tlte whole earth: and I will spare 

. neither age, sex-or .condition, and that I will hang, 
burn, waste, 'boil, flay, strangle and bury alive. those 
infamous 'hereti'cs , . . That when the same cannot 
be done ope:r;tly, I will.secretlY.use the poison cup, the 
strangtdation cord, tne. steel of the poinard, or the 
leaden 'buUet, regardless of the honor, rank, dignity 
or authority of the ~rsons," etc. 

~. 

It is only natural that the Knights of COIUznibus should 
deny, that this is their oath. 

'However, the 8ame cruelty is taught elsewhere. Even 
if ·we accept the denial' and- explanations of the K. of C.,·, 
the' fact remains that the same· sentiments, the same 
hatred, and the same determination to destroy heretics, . 
as expressed in this' alleged oath; are definitely taught 
in the standard works of the most eminent authorities of 
the ,Roman Church. . 

'In the recently published propaganda literature of the 
.Knights of Columbus, viz. Why Millions Call Him 'Holy 
Father", there is a chapter' entitled "The Pope's Day -
Reprinted from Ti1Jl.e, May ,5, 1947." . Of course,. the 
a~count reads .interestingly enough. The article records 
that the "Pope "says tne Rosary and part of the Breviary"; 
and later on, "the Pope rises from his desk and goes back 
to the chapel to (,!omplete the reading of his Breviary." 

Since the K. of C. literature is prepared mainly for' 
non-Romahists, it wiu be of interest to many to know 
what the Pone might be reading in· his breviary. The 
Bre'Viary. is the Di'Virte Office, a book of prayers, hymns, 
feasts of saints, etc. It is divided- into ·four parts, ap.­
swering to the: four quarters of the year-winter, spring, 
summer, imd autumn. The Roman -Cqu:l'ch imposes the 
.recitation of the. Breviary on all. clerics, .This work- is 
advertised in· the Jesuit magazine, America, as "Approved 
by ·Hierarchy. and Clergy Throughout, the· Americas," 
and priced at $36.50 to $60.00. . . 
,'The writer has before him the "Breviarium Romarium 

E'x Dec·reto SSe Concilii Tridentirri," published by Ben­
ziger IBrothers in 1902: In the sec~ion. for spring, 'paTs 
verna; on page 433, .for"May 30th, we find Lectio iv., a 
reading Iaud·ing the memory of Ferdinandus 'Tertiu8-
St. Ferdinand HI. 

A.Roman Saint Carried Fagots to. Burn lJerctics 
'In 'this read-i~g in ,the Roman .Breviary, with which 

all priests are f~miliar; and 'beginning at the wo~s, "In 
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eo, ad'junctis ,regni curis, regiae virtutes emicuere," we 
read: ' 

"In him, the virtues of lYking shone out brightly, 
magnanimity, cl~mency, love of justice, and, above 
all, zeal fbr the Catholic faith, and a burning desire 
to protect and propagate its religious worship. He 
shewed this especially 'by the vigour with wh.i'Ch he 
pursued neretics. . He never allowed them to exist 
in any part -whatever of his dominions; and when 
they were discovered,. he himself. with his own hands 
carried the 'fagotli\ to bUl'n thein."· • . 

·Tl·ue to Form 
Thai which the present 'Pope, or any priest"might ·read 

in the Roman Breviary, regarding the burning of here­
tics, is in exact accord with the official documents of the 
Roman Church .. For .example, the bull 'Of Pope Alexander 
IV-Inquisitimis officium contra heretico8. No'te par­
ticula·rly, the bull of Pope Benedict XIV, which we quote 
in part: "In that, we, aphering to the constitutions of 
our predecessors, Gregory X'IV, Benedict XUI, and 
Clemen't XIII, having removed certain cavils and subter­
fuges, by whi'ch the execution of them was .impeded. de­
creed and appointed that he who was' accused of an' 
excepted crime, if at any time he should 1.ly' to a -place 
of ,protection, ought to be dragged forth from it, as often 
as proof sufficient for the torture could be had, which 
should prove his.crime ... The crime of 'heresy, as you 
well 'know, is an excepted crime; and he who is accused 
of it cannot enjoy the refuge of a Church." 

The Death Penalty for Protestants 
• Astonishing though it may seem to the uninformed 
in· this enlightened age, the following is one item from' 
'the up-to-date Ecclesiastical Law 'governing the policies 
and purposes of the Papacy: "'NEVERTHE'LE~SS IT IS 
A CATHOLIC"TENET THAT THE CHURCH MAY 
JUSTLY-'INFLlICT' ON -HERE'TJ.OS THE P.E'NALTY 
OF DEATH." (Suarez 2 de Fide Disp. xx., sect. 3, n. 28) 
(De Luca, S. J., Dated at Rome, 1900). 

If we know a ·man's intention is to turn us out of OUI" 
home, or, worse still, to do us personal physical injury; 
even to the extent of the taking of life, we are not likely 
to weakly give him the key,to the house :Yet, while the 
Church 'of Rome freely pu'blishes and.states her intentions 
as ,to what s'he will do with Protestants once she gets the 
power, many seem utterly oblivious to this fact, and are· 
prepared to hand over the key and ,the control of all our 
pri'cele.ss .liberties. . .. 

Authoritative Works 
\ .. 
\ 'Two puiblicatiol,ls issued from the Jtomish .. press prove 

. that the persecuting edicts of the Middle A,ges are 
1)I'ought' up to date by .modern Jesuits. The doctrines 
of sedition "and blood as promulgated by the Jesuits 
Bellarmine and ,,suarez, .in the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries, have been revived and sanctioned by Rome's 
highest authorities in this twentieth century. One, bear­
ing the official Imprimatu'r, is "Institutions of Public 
Ecclesiastical Law," by the Jesuit Professor of the Text 
of the Ded'etals in the q,regorian University, P. Marianus . 
de Luca, S. ;·J.-'·'Dated 'at Rome on the 'sacred days of 
Saints Peter an'd Paul in the Year of J9hileel 1900," 
and sanctioned by "F.ranciscus M. Carini, Praep, Provo 
Tom.,·:8.· J." The other is a work published in two 
volumes by Popp & Hogan,' San Jose, California, entitled 
Christian Apologetics by Rev. W. Devivier, S. J. J'his 
latter work is a thordughly Jesuit "Exposition of the 
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Foundations of the Faith", with an introdllction by Rev. -
L; Peeters, S. J. It i·s approved by the Jesuit General, 
the Very Rev.erend Louis .Mar-tin as well as twenty-eight 
Bishops, four Archlbishops, thr.ee Cardinal Archbishops, 

. and two Cardinals. .. , , 
We turn to the "Golden Words'from the HoIy Father~', 

as contained in the "Encycli'cal of Leo XUI to the AI-!:h­
bishops and B{shops bY'the United States." We read: 

"All intelligent men are agreed, Ilnd- we ourselves 
'have with pleasure intimated, .that America seems 
desti·ned for greater things. Now, it is ou'r wish that 
the Catholic Church should not only shiue'" in, but 
help to bring 'a'bout, this prospective greatness ... 
But what is the meaning of the Apostolic Delegation,' 
·or what is its ultimate aim except to bring about 
THAT 'THE CONSTITUTION OF THE ·OHURCH 
SHALL BE STRE'NGTHENED, HER D'l:SCIPLINE 
BE'TTEIR FORTIFIED." (caps mine) (:Given with 
,the ·Papa)' Arms of Leo XUI in The Voice of the 
Church.) 
'To anyone who Knows anything at all about the .con­

stitutions of the Roman Chur'Ch and her discipline, this 
is a most astounding assertion of Pope Leo xur as to 
the ultimate aim 'of his church. That ultimo;te aim can­
not be knoWri by. an unsuspecting public, unfamiliar with 
Rq,m.e's official 'pronouncements. 

'Death for Heretics 
Let us look at some of the disciplinary measures of the 

Roman Chul"ch, as given by De Luca, .S. J.: , 

"The good that is JIlost necessary to the :Church 
i'S the unity' of the ·true faith, and that can-not be 
preserved unless the - heretic be Handed over to 
deat~." ('Cp. Bellarm. 1.'C.) 

"The Church is a perfect society; and that we 
assume as proved. Then the right of the' sword is 
a· necessary and effective means to the attainment 
of its end ... " 

.-........ 
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Heresy Rooted Out With Fire and Sword 
"There is n,o graver offence than heresy owing to 

the harm it doe's to the Christian state, an'd, there­
f()re; it must be rooted out with fire and sword./1 
(!Many authorities quoted in support of thec.infliction 
of the penalty.) 

"So when heretics have been left to the secular 
arm, the jud-ges must inflict on them the penalty not 
of death only but of fire." \ 

If, the Roman Hierarchy does not mean, at some con­
venient opportunity, to put heretics to death IBecause 
tl).ey will rl()t bow to the Pope, then why do they- state 
in the' clearest language possible that tMs is 'their inten-
tion? -

If the members o{ the Roman Church knew the Canon 
Law of their church as well as they know the Rosary Qr 
their regular church services, they would be as horrified 
as are Protestants who do know it. 

As Bad As Any Oath 
The Jesuit -Canonist De Luca, speaking for 'hi-s church, 

affirms: ' 
,·It is not 'necessary that the

o 
m'inis-ters of the 

Church should- themselves execute, Jioke _butchers 
(tanquam carninces), the' command of magistracy 
of the Church. It is sufficient that the ecclesiasti­
car ma:gistra:te should be the death judge (ma-ndans 
mortis) iri ,each particular case, and that the min-,.­
istry ,of the civil power should- be absolutely bound 
(indeclinable ministerium) .to supply secular execu­
tioners (executores' sae'culares):' 

SJiRE, NOT LEISS THAN THAT OF THE HOLY 
SE'E, THAT THEy.sHOULD GO IN'DO EFFE'CT/' -
(caps mi:r;te) (!See "The Catholic Libra,ry," approved 
by ArchibIshop !Corrigan, of New York). • 

Should Make a Coun,try Hesitate 
Reading the foregoing Canoli Law (which term now 

refer~ to the Revised Codex Juris Canonicij, declaring 
the rIght of the Roman- Chyrch to put Protestants to 
death with fire and sword-, should make a country hesi­
tate placing more power in the hands of such a church 
or, having any ,r~ligious, political, or diplomatic relation~ -
with the Vatican. If ever the Church of Rome were to 
gain supremacy, which is her o-bjective, civil and religio'us 
Uberty would cease to be. This is not the has-ty con­
clusion or assu~pti-on or rabid Protestants, but it is the 
dogmatic assertion of the Roman Church. 

When Peter Smote Off An 'Ear 
Liberty of conscience should be accorded- to all whether 

Protestant o-r Romanist; but, contrary to this-, the pro­
g.ram of the ;Roman Hierarchy is a program of conquest. 
and cruel intolerance, of which many members of the 
Roman Church know little or nothing. This program 
of fire, sword, and suppression ought to be made known­
to the wide world, lest the people and the nations be 
deceived by the religious ostentation and m~ke-believe. • I 

When 9fficers from the chief priests and Pharisees 
came with Judas to arrest Jesus, we read in the record, 
'"Then Simon Peter having a sword d-rew h, and smote 
the high priest's servant, and cut off his right' ear." 
But what a rebuke the Lord Jesus administered to Peter! 
"Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sw:ord- into the'-

Rome Biding Her Time • shE)ath; the cup which my Father hath given me, sha'I1-
This is Ilot the language of the infamous N erG, or of I not drink it 7" It is well, too, to nO,te our Lord's atti­

the ,murderous, .pitiless, Hitler and his Gestapo; neither tude toward this enemy, "'And he tou'Ched his ear, and 
is it language limit'ed to the Dark Ages and the Spanish healed him" (John '18 :2-11; Luke 22':47-53). 
Inquisition. Instead" it is the sanguinary provision of __ . 
the mod-ern Church of Rome, the Church which is seek- M~numental -Jesuitism 
ing to "make America Catholic". Many know something of the history of the' Spanish 
, If Protestants still s'leep on, and if the Church of Jesus Inquisition, and Rome's cruel intolerance in past ages; 

Christ does not arouse from her lethargy by the Spirit but not many are sufficiently aware that the mode:rn 
of God, the Laws of the Vatican, at present impractible, Church of Rome is just as cruel as at any time in her 

- will yet go into effect. This was made clear by "The history and is scheming _and plotting in every religious 
Third' Plenary Coun~il of Baltimo:e," in the "Past?ral and poiitical circle, ever seeking to hasten the day, as she 
Letter of the ArchbIShop~ and BIshops of tlJ,e UnIted hopes when she,shall have succeeded in making America 
States." This ought to shock this Wes'tern Hemisphere ~ Cathdlic and- alble to put her laws into effect. The fore­
wide awake. In dealing with "Pastoral Rights", the going q~otations from authoritativEl source!!!, reveal all 
'~Pastoral Letter" asserts: too clearly her prog,ram of fire and sword. -

"No small ,portion of our attention has been be- - The Jesuits have not only published their do'ctrines 
stowed on the, fra'ming of such legislation as wi'll of sedition and blood in the Institutions of Public Ec6lesi- ' 
'best 'seCUi'e the rights and intere_sts of 'your pastors, as tical Law and _ other such works, but they have been 
and of aU ranks of the clergy -in this country. It is bold enough to erect, both in Canada and Amerjca, their 
'but natural, 'beloved brethren,-that the first and dear~ monument of the founder of the Jesuit Order, Ignatius -
est object of our solicitude should be our venerable de Loyola, exhibiting to all who care to see their program 
clergy. They are our dearest brethren, bound to us of tyranny, I The monument is supposed to represent 
by ties more sacred than those of flesh and blood Ignatius de Loyola, the fi,rst General of the Society o~ 
... This sne (the Church) has secured, by her wise Jesus, trampling on the prostrate forrr of Martin Luther, 
laws, bas~d upon the 'experience of centuries, and -whose Pro'testant witness the Jesuit Order sought to 
representing the perfection of Church organization. destroy. The monument portrays the hoped-for triumph 
It is dbyious in countries' like our own, where from of the Roman Church over Protestantism, out of whose 
rUdimentatY be'ginnings, our organization is only representative the heel of Loyola is cru~hing the life. 
graduallyad-vancing towards_ perfection. THE 'One such monument may be seen on the St, Foye 
FULL APPLJlCATION OF- THEISE LAWS ]S IM- . Road, Quebec 'City, outside a Jesuit Seminary. There 
PRA!CTJ-GA!BLE; BUT IN ,PROPORTION AS is another in the Jesuit Church on Sunset Boulevard, 
THEY BE'COME PRA!CTIIC.NBLE, IT I:S OUR DE- Hollywood, Californ.ia. ' . . , . 

-~ 
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Here, then, is Rome's caU to her devotees to' imitat!! 
the Jesuits in their militant program to gain.the ,victory 
over Protestants and Protestantism. ' 

Our Respo~ibility 
"It is high time to awa:ke out of sleep." God's call is 

\ heard in the prevailing conditions of our day, that every 
, Christian should seek ,spiritual. reviyal, and, answe,r the , 

propaganda of the Roman ehurch, not With hatred, but 
with greater zeal' in making' known the glorious, Gospel 
of ouz: Lord and Saviour J esus Chris~; and with in­
creased vigilaQce ,in m,aintaining our Iblood,bQught 
heritage. 

-From The Converted Catholic Magazine. 
, I, 

THE GOSPEL ,IN A CELEBRATED 
FRENCH 'TOURIST. CITY 

By w. S. Whitcombe, M.A. 

"" OUR visit to Italy was preluded with a few days' 
, stay in the celebrated ,resort city of Nice, the show~ 
place of Fran'Ce, just a,Jew miles from the Italian' fron­
tier. It is situated on the 'Cote d' Azul' where the Alps 

I dip down abruptly into the sparkling blue waters of the 
Mediterranean under a ,brilliant a~ure sky. It is little 
wonder that tourists from ~ll over the world flock to 
tMs beautiful' district to enjoy the healing mildness of 
the climate and 'the beauty that nature has lavished upon 

, 'it. Fields, of brilliant carmitions" grown for ,export to 
the rest'-of France, are matchetl by the deep purple of 
the ,bougainvillea" a climbing plant that adorns the sides 
of many houses perc~ed on the precipitous mountain sides 
a:bove the sparkly blue waves -of the-sea., It is a riot of 
c,olouring, blended with the neat'patches of red provided 
by the tiled house-tops against the sombre, bare back­
ground of the mountain cliffs that .rise hund,reds of feet, 

, covered on their lower slopes ;by patches of little 'gardens 
and' on their upper reaches by straight rows of vineyards 
tha't creep almost to the very top. The whole scene pro­
vides a picture that seems, to cry out for an artist, while 
it engraves itself on one's memory as a thing of beauty 
that is a joy forever. , , 

Our primary purpose in visiting Nice was to make the 
,acquaintance of the faithful pastor of the church who, 
has 'exercised his ministry there for more than thirty 
years. He was the only pastor of the French A-ssocia­
tion of Baptist Churches whom I did not meet on my,pre­
vious trjpnineteeri years ago, and as hund,reds of tour­
ists streamed put of ,the station, I wondered how I 
3hould recognize him in the cr.owd. I was' not left long 
to wonder, for on coming out of the station I saw a tall 
man holding it copy of THE' GOSPEL ,WITNESS in front 
of' him,· eagerly scaniiing the out-coming passengers.' It 

'was a pleasure to see myoid, printed fr.iend in that great 
foreign tourist city, and the JOY was greatly increased. 

, when I came to .know Pastor Evrard, one of the members 
, of our GOSPEL WITNESS family. At half-past five in the 
- afternoon, he too'k me to his fine church :building where 
'\lome thirty or more persons had gathered for prayer 
in spite of the rain-most ·usual in that climate. I do 
not know of "any other church, either in Europe or in 
North America, with the' possible exception 'of Jarvis 
Street Church, where so many people could be gathered 
,for,a prayer'meeting at such an hour: The people knew 

, 

how to pray and formed a most appreciative audience 
which made .it easy for me to preach to· them. 

I Jiave already described some of the natural beauti~s 
of this city Sind its surroundings. Along the wide board 
walk which follows the magnificent shore ]'ine 'for miles 
are lined, in seemingly endless prospect, great hotels, 
some of tliem' palatial constructions, furnished' with every 
conceiva:ble luxury,' and with pri'Ces to mafch. The pro­
prietor of our, little family hotel in the res'idential district 
of the city, opposit~ the church, tald us that the normal 
population of Nice was about 250,000 persons, but that 

, in the height of the season the city. was swollen with an 
influx of 200,000 visitors. This means that everyone in, 
the entire city is dependent, either directly oZ'- indirectly, 
uPon the tourist trade. The atmosphere, of such a city 
is not condu'Cive to the work of an ,evangelical' church, 
unless it be in a negative fashion by creating a pressing 
geed for the Gospel. 'rourists are not generally noted 
for their, piety, and those that do not come to frequent. 
the gambling casinos, such as nearby Monte Carlo, often 

,Ieave'thei.r profession Of religion at home. Even worse 
is the influence of ,money lightly spent bi wealthy holi­
dayers in search of pleasure; which tends to induce per­
verted sense of values among young peop~e brojlght, up in 
such su,rroundings. And still more evil 'is the brazen 
effrontery ,of' sin, such as my wife and I gJimpsed it 
while waiting for a bus on a street, in the rear of the 
palatial hotels. The passing sight of it made us feel 
that we were in a: ~ity cursed by a dreadful plague: 

"Where every prospect pleases 
And only man is vile." 

In order to rea'Ch young people and children beset by 
such temptations, Pastor Evrard has for some years 
maintained a summer camp in <the mountains where boys 
and girls can live under Christian influence, and where 
the Gospel can, 'be t~ught the children, and thus find a 
way' 'into the'ir homes and the' hearts of the parents. 
Unhappily, the fine 'camp buildings, built':largely by the 
pastor's own hands with the help of his people, together 
with its entire equipment,· was reduced to ashes during 
the war, as the site is only a few kilometres distant from 
the Italian frontier and was successively,occupied by the 
'soldiers of three a.rmies. To', add to t.he heavy burdens 
of this faithful pastor, it was impossible to obtain repara­
tion payments from the government after the war and 
he had to'start afresh t~ rebuild the entire camp. Our 
French pastors all work under severe handi'Ca:ps in, com­
parison with our chu,rches at home, ,but we felt that in 
Nice there were peculiar problems that rendered the 
work of the Gospel much more difficult than is usual even 
'in Europe. Notwithstanding, we' rejoiced in, what we 
saw of the Lord's hand in the testimony in Nice. an~ we 
thaI).k God for this long ministry in an esperiaUy needy 
place. We sincerely Qope that our read~rs will join with 
us in prayer for :God.'s continued blessing upon this light­
house set in the darkness 'of a gay, pleasure-loving city. 

It will be of interest to our readers who -admire' Spur­
geon, to know, that this great prea'Cher loved this part 
of France and often came. here iiI· times of sickness to 
recuperate. The modest little hotel where he lodged, 
"Le' Beau Rivage", still stands just across from the 
Italian f.rontier, and there is'a plaque on the"wall to note 

'. that this modern apostle died thElre~ We are convinced 
,that had he known the story of the founding" of this 
Gospel work and Qf its, lightbeariIlg through tDe years, 
he would have rejoiced in it, as we ,do .. 

~: 
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ID4t lIatllis &.ttttt 'ulpit·· 
,1 

'~You Say You Trust Christ? But· Does He T rust You.1" 
. A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

P.reacheli in Jarvis Street Baptist Ohurch; Toronto, Sunday Morning, August 23rd, 1953 ... . 
(Electrically Recorded) 

""Now when he was-in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many believed 
in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did. . . 

"But Jesus did not commit himeslf unto them, because he knew all men, 
"And needed not that any should telltify of man: for he knew what was in' man." 

. ---John 2 :23 25. 

Prayer Before the Sermonl 
We have come, 0 Lord, with a desIre to understand a 

little more of that which is revealed in Thy Word. 'We pray 
that the Divine Author of this. Holy Book 'may PEl present 
with us to interpret His· own Word. We know Thou art 
ready thus to. 'be our Teacher this morning. May grace .be 
given to every one of us that we may 'be enalbled to recelve 
that which Thou wouldst teach us, even to ·receive the truth 

. in the love of .it. 
We pray for 'all our a.bsent friends, those' who regularly 

worship with us, and are away on holiday, in a journey, 
waiting upon the sick, some .. ministering in hospitals a~d 
elsewhere. Thou art able to be present w'herever Thy chIl­
dren are; Thou art a:ble to give to every one of' them Thy 
blessing. Let it be so we pray this' mornIng. Throughout 
this land, and other lands, wherever Thy people are ga~ered 
in Thy Name, may the presence of the Lord be felt by all, 
and may every one receive a touch from God. Grant us this, 
for Jesus'.sake, Amen. . 

SOME ~f you win remember that last Sunday morning 
and the Sunday before we gave our thOl,lgh-t' to the 

all-important matter of faith - what faith really is. 
And you 'will' have perceived with the announcement of 
this text' that we are brought face to face again this 
morning with another aspect of th~ same subject. . It is 
highly important that we should know What it is really 
to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I. 
We are here told of CERTAIN PEOPLE WHO' AT J~RU- . 

SALEM ON THE FIRST FEAST DAY BELIEVED IN. HIS NAME 
. BECAUSE THEY SAW THE MIRACLES, O~ SIGNS, WHICH HE. 

DID. Here werepeh-ple certainly who. ha:d a kind .of faith. 
.It is specifically said that, inspired by the signs which 
they had witnessed, they believed: in His Name. You 
will recall that the miracles' of our Lord· Jesus are called 
.igns. "This 'beginning of miracles (or signs) did Jesus 
in Cana of 'Galilee, and manifested forth his glory," Then 
at the end of this. Gospel John by inspiration writes: 
"And many other signs truly did Jesus in 'the Presence 

.. of ·his disciples,' wh'ich are not \yl'itten. in this book." 
John had been led to make a certain seleclion of the sigI).s 
which J'esus had shown. Then he said, "Bu't these a!e 
writte!l,. that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the 'Son of God; and that believing ye might have life 

, through' his· name." . Obviously, therefore,. the signs 
which characterized the earthly. mini$try of our Lord 
were Divinely designed to inspire faith in' those who 
observe"d them. . . 

And yet our Lord on some occaSions refused to show 
si,gns. We read this morning of how the Pharisees said, 
"We would see a sign from thee." And he replied, "An 

,/ 

evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and 
there shall no',sign be given to it, but the sign of the 
prophet Jonas." '.Phen :He proceeded to set before them, 
-that which prophetically was the heart of the .gospel -' 
the death and burial and' resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
This was to be the supreme sign which was to induce 
faith in those who hear4 of it. . . 

''1'here a·re some people who are always eager for signs, 
and who seem to think that it is an evidence of superior 
spiri·tuality when they ask signs. As it matter of fact, 

,however, that sort of thing belongs to one's mental non­
age, to one~s intellectual infancy. .Our Lord, though He 
showed signs, signs sufficient for people to understand 
the truth of His Messiahship,' yet when He found people 
coming seeking signs He seemed almost to discount their 
value. When the .centurion came to Him seeking His 
help in behalf ~f his son He said, "Except ye see signs 
and wonders, .ye will not believe." Obviously our Lord 
had interpreted. the thought of this man, and he 'had come 
expecting to see some miraculous manifestation of d·iv'ine 
power. But instead of that Jesus said, "Go thy way;' 
thy son liveth." . Then the record says, '''The man 'be­
lieved the" word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and 
he went ·hil!J way." He asked no more for a sign, but he 
believed the word and went his' way. And on his way 
toward: home he was met by a messenger who told him, 
"Thy son liveth." And asking at what time the fever 
left him he learned that it was at the same hour in -the 
'Which Jesus said, without any accompanying sign, "Thy 
son liveth." "And himself believed and his whole house." 

You will remember too that Nicodemus, a doctor of the 
laW'; a mem'ber o.f the Sanhedrin, a IJlan who was' re­
li'g'iously well instrueted, came to Jesus' saying, "Rabbi, 
we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no 
man can do these miracles (or signs) which thou doest, 
except God be with ·him." But Jesus did not give him' 
another sign, but He said, "Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of· God." 

'It seems to me that this suggests that there may be an 
iwteUectual apprehenSion of objective trwth without any 
real heart trust in the Saviour. These people were 'iin~ 
-pressed 'by the miracles which Jesus wrought, and it is 
. said they 'believeain Him because of the miracles. Th'at 
passion for ·the unusual, for the extraordinary is not un­
common in our day. Of course you-will understand that 
'1 am not discounting miracles. Every conversion is a 
miracle; And the miracles of our Lord Jesus were very 
real, and they had their place. Yet here were'some who 
b~lie'yed in a certain war because of the ~.racles, and 
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yet did' not really in heart 'beiieve in the Lord J esuf'. I 
say that such carnal desire for the specta~ular, for the l 

unusual, for the extraordinary, we find ministere<b to 
today. Any man who will' promise to work mir~cIes with 
a little vial of oil, open the eyes of the blind, and unstop 
the ears of the deaf, and generally to heal diseases, can 
be sure of a g·reat following: Nor do people very care­
fully exam'ine into the. character of these so-called signs. 

, I \have 'been in Toronto now for over forty-three years, 
.and we have had many orgies C'I call them) of divine heal­
ing, where multitudes have followed some religious charla­
tan who professes to ·heal the' sick. We have had I know 
not how many here,through the years, 'but I have never 
known one single case of genuine healing as a result. 
It is all a piece' of colossal humbug, an attempt to work 
mi.racles, and to secure a great following because of the 
extraordinary signs which were supposed to accompany 
the preaching. . 

Now \ve find that applied very often in modern meth­
ods of ·evangensm .. It is sU'Pposed by some apparently 
that salvation lies at th~ conclusion of a logical syllogism. 
You are a sinne'r. . Yes, all men are sinners; therefore I 
am a sinner. Ghrist died for sinners, therefore He died 
fo·r me. Those who believe shall be saved. I believe that 
I am a sInn"er, that· Chri.st died for sinners, and I suppose . 
I am saved. That sounds logical enough, does it not? But 
again I say I have seen people walk the aisles of Massey 
Hall and other places in response to that kind of teach­
ing, and of the mult'itudes have not ,been able to find 
one who really walked in the ways of the Lord, and who 
really was regenerated by the power ·of the Holy Ghost. 
I am pointing out to you that it is poss'ible to~su'bstitute' 
a mental process ·for the real work of God the Holy Ghost. 

This whole matter UJas objective to these people. They 
saw the. miracles, they mar,velled at them, and they pro­
fessed to 'believe in His Name. And I suppose if you 
or I' had beep there we ~hould have accepted their 'pro­
fession as being in every respect genuine. 

])1. 

-But tne extraordinary thing was that JESUS HIMSELF 
DID NOT ACCEPT IT .. "Jesus did not commit himself unto 
them," althou'gh they professed to commit themselves to 
Him. Precisely the same word is used in both case!!. 
"Many (trusted) in his name," if you like, but Jesus did 
not'trust in them. The fa'ith they exercised was not 
mutual; there was no divine response to .it, for the reason 
that the Lord knew it was not a spiritual exercise at all, 
but purely an exercise of the mind. "Jesus d'id not 
(trust) him'self unto them;" He did not accept their 
profession as 'being genuine. . 

Has it e~er occurred' to you that ,true faith is mutual? 
Faith is the gift of God. Faith is a' quality wrought in 
the 'souI 'by the power of the Ho"ly Ghost. A man may 
come and be very religious, like Nicodemus" and say, "I 
have seen the miracles, and I reason that a man working 
such extraorqinary miracles as these must be a man who 
has God within. No ·one else could do it." But'Jesus 
knew that N'icodemus. was stiH on the outside. He said 
:'Except a man be born ag'ain, until God !ioes so.mething 

. In you, you canno't even see the kingdom of God, notwith­
standing your. intellectual acceptance of the reality pf 
the~e wonde!s." .Faith must be mutual. No man i'eally 
beheves untIl 'he IS' born again. I think I have referred 
to it before, but I remember at an' ordination council 
someone asking it very discerning ·question of a very well 

/ 

instructed candidate. He said, "Mr. So-andJSo will you 
teU u's whether faith precedes regeneration, or does re­
generation precede f.aith?" He thought' a mo~ent, and 
said, "LOgically. it would a'ppear that fa1th must . precede 
regeneration, 'but chronologically regeneration must pre­
cede fai,th. "For no man can possi'bly believe until ·he is 
regenerated; it 'is the work'of the S'Pirit of God." 

I think this should. teach us caution. When people, 
because perhaps of an earnest logical appeal, say they 
believe, we should' exercise great care to make sure that 
their faith is genuine. Yeal's ago someone reported to 
me that at one of our great services when .many pro-

. fessed to he seeking the Lord, when at la'st the Benedic­
tion was, pronounced a reporter sitting in the back seat 
turned to the person next to him and s~'id-, "Well if that 
isn't hi"gh pressure ·salesmanship I never' saw it." I am 
constantly warning our students not to su:bstitute per­
sonal perEiuasion, the pressure of an· intellectual presenta­
tion of things,' for the real work of the Spirit of God. 

A Pastor once said to me that there was a young man 
in his congregation who seemed to be very ·anxIous. He 
was interested profoundly in religious matters, and came 
regularly to the services. He said, '''1 went to him and 
tried to persuade'him to a.definite surrender and accept­
ance of Christ. And the young fellow astonished me. He 
stood up and said, ',sir,' would 'you pluck the fruit b-efore 
it is ripe?'" Was that not a profound. remark? He kn.ew 
very well that the Sun of ri'ghteousne'ss was streaming 
in upon him. It wa's having its effect; and was illuminat­
.ing his m~nd, and eng,aging 'his affections. But he recog­
nized, what was going on within him was a work of the 
Spirit of God. which coull;!. not tie 'completed by human 
effort. You go into an orchard where the fruit is ,ripe 
and pluck the peaches, or wh'atever "ij;--is. You have onIy 
to put out your hand and touch it, and you haven't to 
.puII it; it drops into your ha~d .. But if it is green you 
pull, and you puII the ·branch down, and still it" does not 
give.' It is not fit to eat. a' 

-Now there was a' lot of green fruit at Jerusalem, and 
the Lord knew it was green. T·hey professed to believe 
on His Name, they saw the miracles. But He said, -"Not 
yet. I cannot commit myself to them." It is well that 
we s'hould commit· ourselves without ,reserve to Jesus 
Christ. Oh, what a glQrious experience, when in response 
to a complete and unreserved committaI, our s'ouls know 
that He has answered, and that· He has committed Him­
self to us. 'Then we ·are able to say, "'My beloved. is mine, 
and I am ,His. I ·beHeve in Him, and praise be Ilis Name, 
Ire beHeves in me." 

'But I must 'cite some Scriptural illustrations if I can 
of this 'principle, for I would. remind you that in these 
inspired records, over and above what may seem to -be 
the main and....,spec"ific teaohing: of any pa.rticular nar­
rative. there are a .lot of incidentals, -by-products if ·you 
like: 

Abraham, as I have said to 'you the last two Sunday 
mornings, is' descrihed as the father of aU those who 
believe. And 'all, lbelievers are said to be the chHdren of 
faithful Abraham. 'We may therefore profita;bly look 
to Abraham's record to see if we ca~ find 'in it any' 
illustration of this particular truth of the mutuality of 
faith, that when we ·really trust God, God 'trusts us. It· 
is written that when ,Albraham sat in his tent door in 
the heat of the d'ay ,...- I spoke to you of that a few weeks 
ago - a very useful way in which to employ the rather 
enervating hour of noontime, And yet at that particular 
tJime three me!l came to him, anq of the three there was . .' 

. ( 
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One outstand,ing. It was beyond all doubt an 'Old Testa­
ment appearance of the Angel of the Covenant,· . And 
when they had been entertained, the Lord (not the other 
two) soliloquized with HimEelf. The two men went to­
ward Sodom, "but Abraham stood yet before the Lord." 
The third Person remained to talk with i\hra-ham, while 
the two angels went on toward ~odom. And the Lord 
spoke ,after this fashion: "'Shail I hide from Abraham 
the thing which I do; seeing that A!braham s~aU surely 
become a great and mighty nation?" Then He answered 
His own question. He said, "For' I know him, that he 
will command his children and his household after him. 
I can trust him, I can trust Albraham with my secret." 
"The secret of. the Lord is with them that fear him." 
And. so the Lord took Abraham into Ris con'fidence, and 

. He told him that He had come down to inquire into the 
condition of Sodom, and that His messengers, the angels, 
were now enroute to that wicked city. They would see 
whether they had done altogether. according to . the/cry 
of it. Abraham 'knew that Lot lived in. that. neighbour­
hood; indeed he had pitched his tent tOward Sodom, but 
now he was 'actually living in the city, as most people 
do at last who move in that direction. So Abraham then 
stood before the Lord and prayed. Wh-at inspi~ed, his 
prayer? The communication of the Divine secret. That 
is what made Mm pray. You 'and -I pray when we learn 
what is in this Book The study of God's Word and the 
exercise of prayer are inseparable companions. Neglect 
this and you will soon neglect your prayers; pray much 
and' you will 'be sure to come to the Book. The secret of 
the Lord will then be· yours, and you will find the Lord 
Jesus committing Himself to you. And, o'h, in that talk 
with Him what s~crets are communicated; what, wonders 
of grace are wrol:1ght in the soul when the believer and 
his Lord stand face to face in. mutual trust. I . 

My dear friends, we may- well ask ourselves, CAl>J THE 
LoRD TRUST US? We say we trust Him. 'Very good, But 
can He trust us? that is the question. Is there any thing 
in us wrought by the regenerating and sanctifying power 
of the Holy Ghost through the Wo.rd that will justify the 
Divine' confidence? That is an Old Testament il~us­
tration. 

Let me give you one from tb.e New. There was a man 
whom no. believer trusted, not even Ananias, when the 
Lord said, "-Go into the street which is called Straight, 
and inquire in the house of Judas·for one ca:lled· Sau] of 
Tarsus: for, beheJ.d, he prayeth." How did He know? 
God had heard h:im. God knows when we really pray. 
We enter into our closets and pray to our Father which 
is in secret. People tal'k a;bout much prayer .. When some-

, body comes to me and says, "I wan't you to do so and so, 
for I pave prayed about it," I do not believe it. People who 
really pray do not talk much about it; they talk to God. 
You remember Sampson had a secret conflict with the 
lion. It rOared upon him, and Sampson took him and 
rent hi'm as he would have rent a kid, and he went on 
his way .. When he came -back he found that a swa,rm of 
,bees had made a nest in the carcass of the lion, and at 
the scene o(his ,former conflict he stooped .and filled his 
hands with the honey. He brought the honey ,to his 
parents, a,nd the old record says, he did not tell them 
anything about the fight he had with the lion. Slay 
lions, but do not parade your victories. Bring the honey, 
and that wiH be the proof. "1 prayed a'bout it." I have 
sometimes felt real anger when somebody has come and 
laid down a certa:in program, and said, "Now I am going 
to do this, and I want you to do this, for I have prayed 

a:bout it." I tell them I do not. believe' it. "If you had . 
really, prayed you would be silent." TruEt in- God and 
not your prayers. "I believe in prayer," someone says. 
r do not, "You 'do not.?" . No, I do not. "You don't.. 
beli~ve in prayed" No, It is a marvel to me that God 
ever answers my prayer, hut He does. I believe in One' 
Who answers prayer, Ibut I 'do not believe in prayer, I 
do not beHeve that we can pray in such a fashion that 
God 'must do it. These divine healing orgies 'are wicked. -
They shut you up to a logical position and say, "You be­
lieve and 'God must do it." And the poor soul is in agony. 
I. sat at the bedside of a woman who was dying one day, 
who had been brought down here to one of these divine 
healing meetings, and had been told that there Was no. 
bar 'but unbelief to her healing. She was dying, of cancer, 
in indescribable agony. S'he wrung h~r hands as I sat 
beside her, and said, "What have I done that I cannot 
believe?" She was one of the finest saints 1 ever 
knew. But that damnable doctrine had robhed her of 
the comfort of the Divine presence, ~nd the solace of thE: 
Holy Spirit, in the hour when she needed· it most: 

Prayer is really a communication, a mutual exchange 
,between the regenerate soul and the regenerating Spirit. 
Publicly yes, wE! pray. Privately pray but" do not. adver­
tise it, It. was against: t~a;t our Lord inveighed when 
He said, "The Pharisees pray openly to be seen of men." 
Do not pray to be seen or to be heard of men; pray to 
be heard of God. "Behold he prayeth," said the Lord 
of Saul 'of Tarsus. You remember Ananias said, "Lord 
I don't trust him. I have heard by many of this man, 
how much evil ,he hath done to thy saints at Jerusal~m. 
And now 'he has come to Damas-cus to drag us all up in 
bonds to Jerusalem." And in effect the Lord said, 
"Animias you do not 'trust him, 'but I do. Go thy way: 
for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before 
the Gent!iles, and kings, and' the children of Israel: for 
I will shew him how great things he must su.ffer for my 
name's sake." The Lord Jesus tru'sted Saul of Tarsus 
because He knew Saul of Tarsus trusted Him. "Who 
art thou Lord?" he said, and in that cry the Lord· saw 
that Saul recognized Him. It was a real heart cry; for 
the light that never was on sea or land had·'itluminated 
his mind, and he had given his soul to the ascended Lord. 
And .the ascended Lord~ gave Himself' to him, and in 
effect said,- "I trust you Saul. You are a chosen vessel 
unto me." You know how Saul wrought in the years that. 
followed., and, how the Lo·rd exalted him so that he was 
even looked upon as the chief of the apostles. "Such an 
abundance of revelation was given to him that the Lord 
suffered a tliorn in the f~esh to afflict him, lest he should 
be exalted above measure because of the trust that was 
reposed in him by the King of kings. And Saul never 
betrayed that trust right to the end of Hfe. At last he 
said, "I have fought a. good fight, I have finished my . 
course, I have kept the faith : henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shaH give me··at that day." 

I wonder, dear f~iends, if some of us have not lost, 
and are not in danger of losing much blessing just at th'is 
point. I have been a long time a minister, and I have 
seen many, many ministers who ran well, and who prom­
ised to be marvellously !lseful, but they' were' soon hin­
dered. They had a little success, and it' went to their 
head, like whiskey to an Indjan. They were ':puffed up, 
proq-d, and· conceited. And in the measure in which they 
were puffed liP they were knocked down. They lost" their 
power. Read the honour roll of histol'Y, men like &avon-
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arola, and Wycliffe, and Tyndale, and Luther;' and Mel- the time. We do not. We' cannot distinguish the traitor; 
anchthon, and' Farrell and Knox, and Calvin, and other we see only the.outer appearance, but God looks on the 
worthies of the Reformation period, and then Wesley, heart. Proud Peter 'said, "Master. I will go with thee to 
and· Carey, ,arid Finney, and Moody. They told me once prison and to death. I will be brave." And the Lord . 

" that the last time M09dy spoke in his Institute in Chicago. looking into his' heart said, "Peter, before the cock crow 
'before he died he stood·on the platfornr and pleaded with thou· shalt have denied me thrice." I know what is in 
teachers 'and students to. walk. carefully before God. :you, ·but you do not." And on that other occasion when 
Then with tears streaming-down his face he said, "I have Peter said, "Far be it from Thee, Lord," the Lord said, . 
aSKed God not to allow me' to live long enough to lose my "Get thee 'behind· me S'atan." He knew that that was 

· power, the poyver of the Holy Ghost.'" It is better to· dIe the voice of the tempter speaking through Peter's lips. 
than to take such a course that God would cease to tru'st He knew what was in Peter, and Peter did, just exactly 
him.. . what the Lord said 'he .would do: Then When Jesus re-

~'Jesus did not commit himself unto them." Has He quired that three-fold confession from nim - "Thou 
committed .Himself to· you? Do. you know really -what' knowest that I love thee"; "Thou knowest tiiat I' love 
it is to -be in ~ital' and inseparable union with Jesus 'thee", and the "th'ir.d time He said, "Simon, son of Jonas; 
Christ? :~i s!lPpose every one"of us has had periods of lovest thou 'me?" -And he was grieved because he said 
separation,. periods When we haye been in danger of the thi·rd time, "'Lovest thou me?" Peter had, not ;said 
wandering away'. But the grace of the Divine Shepherd quite enough yet. After the third, time he said, "Lord, 

· brought us back into the path of righteousness; and into thou knowest all things - I have had proof of that -
the place of fellow.ship. Oh, that we may know, every thou knowest that I love thee." Jesus does .not need 
one of us, that Jesus has committed Himself· to us, and .anybody to. certify you, or to certify me. . 
does now trust us. . . -'Let me just briefly before I send you away call your 

What a're you to be trusted: with? If somebody were attention to the distinction I 'have made more than once. 
to put in your charge a million d~nars.iri comparatively I have known people -to he stumbled somewhat by the 

· large' denominations so that. you could· carry it, and you .emphasis which the apostle James lays upon works, say­
we.re entrusted with it to take to a bank, I suppose you 'ing a man is justified 'by 'his works, while the .apostle 
would feel something of your responsibility, and you Paul-everywhere insists that a man is justified by faith 
would say to yourself,' ,,'They must trust me; or they alone without works. How do you·reconcile·these appar­
would not co~mit this to my charge." But the believer ent opposites? Paul and James are speaking of two 
has something' worth far more than a million dollars' kinds of justification. Paul is speaking of justification 
c0mmitted to his char-ge. Paul says we are aHowed of before God·. -If I say I believe and I' really do, God does 
God to be put in trusl with the gospel: "Put in trust not need any corrdboration. If I'really believe, God 
with the gospel !." Do you 'recognize the solemn responsi- knows it. If I say I believe, like these· people, when in 
biIity that rests upon every man and every woman who heart I really do not, He knows that' too. But because 
really knows Jesus Christ, and knows the way of life? We He '~nows it He .requi,res nothing but our faith, and if 
are entrusted with it. The 'Lord has communicatedi'it to we really believe in Him then we are justified by faith, 
us. Now w~ must care for it, allowed of Him to be put -and have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
in trust with the gOS'P~1. Let us s.eethat we do not betray But if I say to you, "I a~ 'a believer,'" you do not know' 
that trust. . - whether I am or not. You' ·cannot tell, :because you 

, canno't read' my heart. You say, "Before I be-
;How many have done so. H~w many have tQrned away Heve I want to see you behave like. a Christian; 

from this Holy Book who once reve'l'ed it and believed it. . I want to see your works." I am justified before God 
· How manN, as we saw the other Sunday, have allowed - without works, but you carmot be justified before men 

their conceptions' of Deity to 'be formed by the precepts without works. "We are his wo.rkmanship,creat·ed in 
of men instead .. of 'by God's own disclosures of Himself. Christ' Jesus unto go04 works, which God hath before 

• There are multitudes in col'leges, and cIlIirches all . over ordained -that we should walk in them." If you are 
the world, who have thus betrayed their trust. We live created unto good- works then you will walk in the good 
in an apostate age, where.Ifear that mapy who:pro.fess wor'ks which God'has prepared for you. In other words, 
and call themselves Christian have betrayed their 'trust when He calls you into the lcingd.om He has a job waiting 
in res;pect to the gospel, and: preach it no longer. 'Let it for you, prepared from all eternity. And the proQf of 
never be so ~th us. Oh, that He may commit Himself the genuineness Of OUI' religion is in our lives, in our 
to us. characters. God does not need it; ~ He' knows without 

III. 
Now THERE WAS.A. REASON - because Jesus "knew 

· all men, and needed not that any should testify of-man: 
for. he knew: what was in man," Now when you come to 
the Lord Jesus -do not take your credentials out of your 
pocket and say, "Here' is the impo$nt man I am," . He 
does not need it. He knows what you are without any­
Ibody's testimony at all. He' is a God of knowledge ·by 
whom actions are' weighed. He knows what is in our 
hearts. How often yOu read in the. Gospels that "Jesus 
perceived" thIs and that. He asked questions, but Jesus 
Himself knew what He would- do. He knew from the 
beginning who it was that should betray Him. He was 

. never deceived. He knew that Judas was a traitor all 

that, for He sees our heart. But the world about 'us'will 
demand that we behave' as Christians oiIght to behave, 
befolle they will. helieve in our genuineness. 

I can find in Pete:.: an illustration. Peter the arrant 
,cowa:rd; . Peter who could not stand up to a servant girl; 
Peter who swore he d·id not know Ohrist, when a young 
woman said, ·'Thou are one of them:"-Jesus looked· 
on Peter. '~Oh, I remember." '.And· ,he went out and 
wept bitterly. He said, "He was right; he' knew what 
was in me," Then on the Day of Pentecost the same 
Peter stood up with the eleven, and' I haven't any doubt 
that the Whole Sanhedrin were there when they heard 
what was happening. Following that long ten d·ays' prayer 
meeting in the upper room multit~des ca~e together, and 
you may:'be sure the high priest and all. hi's .kind·red, and. 
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all that took part 'in the crucifixion, were there, "Can 
it be that the one we helped to cru'cify is alive?" This 
same· Peter said, "Him, being delivered by the determin­
ate counsel ... and foreknowledge of God" - I can almost 

'fancy that when he looked at them, lie saw one man down 
there who was one of their leaders, and l' think perhaps 
he looked almost with eyes of fire - ye have taken, and 
by wicked hands have crucified· and slain." They said, . 
"Who is }h'is?" Perhaps that servant girl was there. 'She 
may have been among the converts; I rather think she 
was; in all 'pro'babiIity she was. She said, "What!. th~ 
same man who swo·re he did not know Him, reproving 
all these rulers!" Then later when he stood befor.~ them 
they commanded him and John not to speak any more 
in this Name, he said, "whether it be right, in the sight 
of God fo hearken unto you' ---:: and I think there was a 
tone of irony in ·his voice, even of contempt - more than 
God, jud'ge yeo F-or we cannot but speak "the things which 
we have seen and heard."" And' when they beheld the 
boldness, the' one virtue ,in which Peter had 'been so con­
spicuously lacking --:- "when they saw the boldness of 
Peter and John," theY lo.oked at each other and. said, 
"'This is serious; he has 'been with Jesus. He talks just 
lIke h'is Master did, he behaves just like his Master did." 
Some of them must have said, "Jesus must:be alive. He. 
has done something within this man." . . 
_ Has the risen Chl'ist done anything in you? He has 

done much for us, but has He done something in us? 
Has He made a hero out of a co:ward·? Has he made a 
faithful soldier ou,t of one who was half a traitor? Has 
He done that? He will do so. He knows what is in you, 
and He knows that neither you nor I will be any good 
to anybody unless He takes up His residence in us. That 
is the only cure. ' 

o L'Ord, f'Or such a salvati'On'as Thine this m'Orning we give 
Thee' thanks. W'e pray that we all may be true ·believers, 
!:hat we may believe in such a way that Th'OU wilt really trust 
us, an'd c'Ommit Thyself t'O us. aear us; in Jesus' Name, 
Amen. ' 

THE SEVENTH CHAPTER OF ROMANS 
A.. Thursday Ev~ning Lecture 

~Y Dr. Shields 

August 20th, 1953 

T· HE apostle, in addressing the' Romans on this par­
ticular suibject, 'assumed, that they were in posses­

sion ci certain knowledge. "I speak to them that know 
the la\v." It 'is a good thing sometimes to have a back­
ground of information for the understanding o~ pa·r-
ticular truth. . " - , ~ 

Before we attemp~ to expound this chapter. I .would 
point out· that in all ·his epistles 'Paul recogmzes that 
the Christian life is a life of struggle. He. was at no 
time ~ perfeCtionist, 'believing that the' battle' against 

. evil could be won once and for all, and an unbroken 
peace' enjoyed thereafter. .Everywhere he· tea'Ches the 
duality of our natures as Cllristians -:- there is "the 
old man" 'and "the new". There are some who teach 
the possi'biUty of the eradication of the old natur~. I 
remember a man's coming 'back from England'· telling 
me of a -certain w'Oman wh'O was a somewhat noted 
teacher, of whom he said, "'You know she has got rid 
of' the, 'Old fellow." ,I said, ·'What old fellow?" He 
said, "You know, the old man." I sa~d, ''What d'O Y'OU 
mean?" "Well, she 'believes in ,the P'Ossibility of the 
complete .eradication of the old nature; S'O that ·there 
is nothing but the new man left." , Paul evidently did 
not know ·anythingabout that. And, this chapter, I 

There is a parallel passa·ge in what we read, of-the 
unclean spirit going out of a man, a picture of reforma­
tion.The man gives up his drinking, his swearing, and 
a hundred othel' evils, and the .unclean spirit goes out 
of him. But 'his reformation is a negative thing. He' has. 
given up this and he has given up the other thing, 'but 
he has not received anything in its place. "Then the un­
clean spirit comes back again, and finds his house swept 
and garnished, and enters in. The -:nouse is to let, and 
he enters in, ·and the last state is worse than the first. 

. think, is proof of ·that fact. . 
'There ·have been those who have held that this seventh 

chapte'r of R'Omans des~ribes the experience 'Of the un­
regenerate. Nothing, I think, could be farther f~m the 
truth, because .. Paul says, '''I delight in the law' 'Of God 
after the inward man." Unregenerate people 'd'O not de­
light in the' law of IGod in any respect whatsoever.' So 
that we must .recogniz~ that tl:J.is is descriptive 'Of the 
experience of some'One wh'O 'has really 'been converted. My 
own view is that it is any 'believer's spiritual biography. 
I am afraid m'Ost of us can think 'Of very many mistakes, 
and of very maI,ly places where we have had· t'O retrace 
our steps to regain the main 'highway of our pilgrimage. 

A few years ago houses were very scarce, perhaps more 
scarce than they are now, and somebody in one of our 
houses over here was house-cleaning, and the curtains 
were down. There. was no sign of life. I met a couple 
of men in the driveway, and they said, "Can you tell me 
if that house is to let?" I said, "No. Tliere Is somebody 
Uving there, and I think they 'must be house cleaning." 
They turned on their heel and went away. The devil' is 
always going about looking f'or a house to let, and as sure 
as he finds one swept and garnished he says, "The very 
one, I will go in; come in fellow demons." And he takes 
a lot of others in with him. And the last state is' worse 
than the first. 

kgainst that we' set the saying of our Lord, "When a 
strong man -armed ·keepeth his palace, his goods are in 
peace: but when a stronger than he shall come upon him, 
and over come him, he taketh from him all his armour 
wherein lie trusted, and divideth his spoils." H~ says, 
"This is my house; I am in possession." ,That. is what 

.it fs when Jesus commits Himself to us - He comes and 
takes up His residence within. Is He living in YOU, and 
you, and you? Let us pray: -

Now, ''the law hath dominion 'Over a man as I'O~g. a~ . 
he liveth." That does not need any exposition. The law 
has n'Othing'to do with 'a dead ·man. He· is incapable 
either of 'Obedien'Ce or transgressi'On. He.has moved into 
another realm, where the law d'Oes not oMain. Then ~he 
apostle insti.tutes an analo'gy -between -the state of mar-' 
riage 'and the believer's ~elationship to -Ghrist - t,hat 
in case. of marriage ea~h 'party is 'bound to the other 
until death' shall them part, but when death severs the 
union then the survivor is free. He may not marry an­
other while his wife lives, nor she another while' her 
husband lives, but when either pa·rty loses his or her 
partn~r then he 'Or she is free to marry again with'Out 
offence: 

There are great 'truths wrapped up in this ci!apter' 
that are not the main part 'Of the argument, 'but inci­
dental' to' it. F'Or instance, there has always 1;>een much 
discussion as t'O the significance 'Of' the a:t'Onement. In 
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what sense did Christ bear our sins? How did He make' 
atonement for us? . There are those who'argue that He 
died to set us an eocample, so they argue what is known 
as the moral influence of the atonement. By viewing 
Him we ~re inspi.r~d -to nobler living. But that, of c.ourse, 
is wholly objective; there is nothing su:bjeCtive albout it. 
There is nothing to sug.gest in that that there is any 
power suhjectively 'communicated to enable us to follow 
the objective example. Mr. Spurgeon, while recognizing 
that it 'is dificul,t for anyone to expound the complete 
significance of the atonement, yet insisted that fue heart 
of it was represened..,by the principle of substitution.­
tha:t Christ was made under the' law, that. He, toqk _our 
place under the law, that /He assumed our responsibility. 
He was made sin for us, though He Hi'mself knew no 
sin, and died in our room and stead. I think mqst pf us 

, subscri1be to that great truth, that we are saved Iby the 
substitutionary death of Christ. '. 

Here it is wrapped' up in this next vers'e: we are "dead 
to fue law by the body of Christ.'.' In what sense? A 
few days' ago there was a fearful tragedy in Toronto' 
when·two of our fai-thful 'policemen were grievously in­
jured while chasing a car containing some outlaws .. You 
remember how that as the outlaws'car went out of 'con­
trol it flung one of the Occupants out, and he was killed 
with the fall. It transpired that he was a man wanted 

· by the police. He was already an outlaw, he "had broken 
the law in some respects, and his name was' on the wanted 
list of th'e police of the province, and perhaps, beyond 

· that. Now when his ide~tity.was esta'blished, and it was 
proved that he was dead, the law ceased to look for him. 
'The law wrote him off its list; he was not want~d any 
more. He' was dead, and there was nothing, mO're that 

· the law could exact from him. 'Sometimes I 'have read 
of a man wanted for a capital offence, and if his dis­
covery and apprehension were to take place he would 
most 'certainly forfeit his life. But 'I have heard of such 
an one trying to find a double, someone who resembled 
him, so that some day the police should find a body which 
they would' identify as the ibody of the murderer, and 
if so, t"heY would cease to look for him. Already "he was 
dead. 

Jesu~ Chdst Completely Took Our Place ~ 
Now EO completely did Jesus Christ take our place 

that when He died we died in Him. He died for us. He 
died iIisie~d of us. His death was my death; His burial 
w,as my burial; His resurrection was my resur,reciion! 
That we profess in our ·baptis.m. "We are Ibuded with 
hi·in :by baptism "into death," and we are reckoned to ,be 
dead. The sixth chapter of Romans tells us that we 
are to reckon ourselves dead unto sin. It is true that 
~egally we are -dead, the penalty has been paid. Chri'st 
endured t'he equivalent of 'our punis'hment. 'Then you say, . 
'·If that be so, how is it- that these old na:tures give us 
so much 'trouble?" We are npt troubled by dead men. 
lt js said of those "Who go to the grave that it is a place 
Where ~·'the wi'cked 'cease from troulbling; and there the 
weary Ibe at rest." If the old man is really dead how can 
he trouble ·me any more? lIt is said we are ·''CrUcified'' 
with Ohrist, "that t'he body of sin might be destroyed". 
Now crucifixio.n was designedly a slow and painful death. 
Men who were crl,lcified d'id not die quickly; they died 

ve,ry ·slowly. You will ~ecall that. the thieves, both of 
them according to' one evangelist, after they were cruci­
fied; and\Yhile 'hal)ging upon the 'Cross, condemned to 
death and sufferip'g a slow and painful death - 'both of 

-' 

them railed upon 'Christ, and "cast the same tn his teeth" 
- tha:t is, what the ungodly were saying about -Him. 
Then, that the 'bo.dies might not remain onjhe !Sabbath, • 
they asked perniission to "hasten the death of these three 
crucified ones, and when they came to 'Christ ·fuey mar­
velled that He was dea:d already .. And because ,He was­
dead already they did not break His legs, they' did not 
further mutilate His body. He was dead, and that was 
all they asked for, that He. might be dead. But Coming 
to the thieves they break their Jeg.s to hasten their death. 

The "Old Man" Is a Culprit . 
The old man is a culprit t'h'at does a lot of railing upon 

.Christ after his crucifixion; and he needs to have 'his 
legs properly broken. Paul said ..:....: although he was 
crucified with 'Christ - "I keep, under my body, and 
bring 'it -into subjection." . '''I give it a black eye; I do 
not submit to it." Now. "we are .'become dead to ·the law 
by the body of Christ,'; 'and inasmuch as the law has 
'had its way on our Substitute there is not'hing more that 
it 'can do to us: hence we are f.ree -fi'om fue law. 

But you see how completely Ghrist illustrates our state. 
We are freed from that one condjtion "that ye should 
be married to another, even to him who is raised from 
the dead." We 'are freed by the dead body of Christ from 
the law, but as free men now we 'are to 'be married to the 
living Brideg,room, -that we may bring forth fruit unto 
God. ,So our Lord was crucified, and buried, and rose 
again, and as we appropriate all His merit we too die 
wi-t'}i Him, and in a figure in baptism, are buried, and 
are raised again to walk in newness of life. . . 

The Meaning of the Phrase, "In the Flesh" 
. I would hav~ you examine this 'phrase: "When we were • 
in the fles·h". AU men, until they died, are in a cer-' 

· tain sense in the flesh. The most advanced saint, while 
he "lives in the body is in the fleSh. 'And the flesh is 
likely to trouble him, as it troubles us all. But iUs not 
of -tha't Paul is speaking. Paul speaks of a time when 
he supposed 'himself to be perfect-"of the tribe of Ben- . 
jamin, an ~mbrew of the Hebrews; .'. . touching the 
righteousness which is in the law, blameless." He kept 
the law, Qut he kept it in a carnal way as to its letter. 
He was "'in 'the fles·h". 'Tnere is a sense'. in which we 
may have a knowledge of t'l)e ideals of the 'Christian 
religion, of the objective precepts and- 'principles of the 

. Christian religion, and there is a sense in which, like 
the Pharisees, we may keep them outwardly. "'Touching 
the righteousness whi'ch is in the law," which was an 
outward semblance, that is all, for no'bodycould judge 
the heart, and touching tihat outward 'con~ormity to law, 
Paul says, "I was blameless." But he was then an un-... -
converted man. And so there may be very many who 
have a form of godliness, but deny the power thereof. 
They may have a: religion that in name is Ghristian, and 
in precept and principle and in outward fo~ may be 

· Christian, and yet. it may be wi-thaI es~entially a 'carnal 
conception, and life is lived\ by 'the enel"gy of the flesh .. 
Nofuing here is said ~bout the inward grace and· power 
of t'he Holy ISpiri·t. 

"The Motions of Sins" 
"For when we were in the flesh, -the motions of sins, 

which were 'by the law, did work in our members to bring 
forth fruit unto death." 'That is a .strange .saying, is it 
not? "The motions of sins,~' that is, our natural desires 

· in a hundred particulars, "did wo·rk in our members ,to 
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bring fc:>rth fruit unto death"; ~ perhaps ina ~~ysical 
sense very' likely mentally, an unworthy ambItIOn,· a 
covet~us desire an unlawful. aspiration of some sort. 
But tihat which'was natural to a man in the flesh, where 
the natural dominaied him, led, him to desire a great 
many thin'gs that were contrary to the law. And ,by. so 
doing -th~y wrought in him, and in his membe:s, that 
which 'brought him und-er the law, ~nd under Its con­
demnation, ibringing forth fruit: unto deaih. 

'commandment, . wrought in me all manner. of concupi­
scence· (or covetings, as the word is). For without the 
·law sin was dead; "it was not a factor at all. But when 
the law appeal'ed thep. you discovered that all manner 
of covetings which had found place in your heart and 
mind were contrary to the law of ·God. Without that la~ . 
sin is dead, and it does not bother yqu at all. "For I was 
alive without the law once:" (so he. was) 'but when the 
command·ment came, sin revived, and I died." 

Back to Eden 
"Delivered From the Law" Let us .go !ba'Ck to Eden, for after all we find the root 

"But now we are delivered from 't'he law, tihat 'being and Philosophy of everything there. Here are. this pair, 
dead wherein we were held," oi" more properly; "that created in the "image and Ukeness of God, and they are 
wherein we were held being dead," - we being held giveh freedom of the garden, to keep it and to ·till it; 
under the law are now dead, 'but the law is not dead; the "Of every tr.ee 'of the garden thou mayest freely ea~, 
law still obtains. And we are delivered now. from that, except that one ; do not touch that." They did not bother 
"that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in about that. There was fruit enough without going to 
the' oldness of the letter"; that we may wal'k in newness· that forbidden tree. . The capacity to d-esire that which 
of life. That will appear a "little more plainly I thin'k was forbidden was in ·them, but they d.id not desire. it, 
as we proceed. "because it was forbidden, until the tempter came and they 

"What shall we say· tllen? Is th,e law sin ?" If the saw -that the food .. was good to eat, and to be" desired to 
law 'by any means brought me into a state of death, .is. make one wise. And they took, and they ate, and their 
-the law sin? "God forbid. Nay, I 'had not kqown sm, eyes were opened .. "When the commandment came, sin. 
but 'by the law: for 'I had not known lust (or coveti~g, revived, 'and l-died." "In the ·day that thou eatest thereof 
as the Revised V:ersion had it) except the law had saId, thou shalt surely die." "The commandment Which was 
Thou shaIt not covet." Now I want you to ·distingui8h ordained to 'life, I found to be unto death'." Wiho are 
between 8in a8 a moral ab8tract quality and the actual they who 'keep the police 'busy? They are lawless people. 
commi88i~n of. 8in. In 'ellis same epistle tihe apostle says Now we "know that the laws under which we live-they 
that sin is' not imputed where there is no law. The moral are human laws, 'but we know that they are ordained to 
quality of -the act, whatever it may have -been," was just life. They a:re, passed for our safety and ,'Comfort and 
the same whether there was a law or not, but you are insUl;ance, and n~er .intended to do us any harm. 
not 'charged with the violation of a law of the existence I think I will repeat, as an illus·tration, an .experience " 
of which you had no lqJ.owledge. But ;Paul says, '"I ~peak that I had in Texas when; witih niy friend DI:. George' 
to them that know the law." In -the fifth chapter he says, Ragland, I was in Houston, Texas. I had. been there 
'~Sin is ndt. imputed when there is no law.'.' And in the a number of times -before, and I knew a little about the 
third chapter: "For by the law is the knowled'ge of sin." . customs of the city, 'but Dr. Ra·glan, though an American, 

Hei-e is' a very simple illustration .. You are driving had" never Ibeen to Texas. So we were 'walking along, 
along and enjoyin'g yourself, and you have actually for- tal'king togethet:, and we ~ame to an int.ersection. It was 
gotten whether ·there is any speed limit prescriibed for· qu·i-te free of, triffi'c, and Dr. Raglan stepped off the 
that highway or not. You have .no intention of doing cur.b to cross, and he got to the middle of the road when 
wrong; you are a law-a!biding citizen. 'B\lt you are just th~ policeman's ~histle blew, and the traffic in four. 
speeding along comfortably, and as you think, safely, directions was stopped. 'The policeman came ~o him, and 
when you hear a' policeman's whistle. By and . .by he J said rather sternly, "Did you not see that red Ii·ght .sir?" 
comes alongsid-e, and ·he says, "Draw up to the curb." He said, "I am afraid 'I did not." He said, '"I was unaware 
You do it; and he says; "What's your hurry?" You are -that pedestrians in this city were expected to obey the' 
surprised. "Why, did I do anything wrong?" "Well ·fhe light signals -where' there was no traffic.". "Why," he 
limit is fifty, and you are going seventy." "I didn't said, "ar~ you not a 'Texan ?" "No, I am not; I am a 
know it." "'Didn't you see ·tihe signs on the road?" "Well Kentuckian." "Oh, that- is different," and,' changing his 
I suppose I· forgdt." You had ,the law, and you might tone entirely, he said, "Then sir you are our guest. It 
have known if you had troublea to take account of it is our desire that you should enjoy 'your stay witih us, 
that you were breaking it, and therefol'e you are not to and we want you to know -that the laws of this city a·re 
be excused for'a wilful ignorance of the law. '~I flhall not made for yoqr discomfort or in'Convenience; they are 
have to take your name and report you." The man is not made to ensure your safety. We should feel ve'ry badly 
'i criminal; he does not~want to hreak. any law' a't all - if a visitor from another State 'were to ~ome to any harm 
be does not 'know there is such a layv'. He does not think . while a guest of Texas, and especially of this city of 
of it until the whistle of ihe law blows, and, tihen he said, Houston. Now sir I know I -shall Have your co-opera­
"I had not kn·own it was a sin to drive more ·than fifty ·tion. Thai light is for your protection and safety. Be­
miles an hour if this ,man had not told ·me. But he did, fore you step off the cU'rb in futul'e will you plea$e see 
and so therefo·re'l am guilty." . that the red light is.n~t against you." Dr.' Ragland said, 

Now where there is no law sin is not imputed, but I "'f1han!k you officer." And I said to 'Dr. Ragland "Who 
had not known sin. There are a lot of thin'gs that I did . could more .plainly have expounded. the tru~ function of 
not know were con·trary to law, but when I . got to know a righteous law'!" It is desi'gned to prove a framework 
the law though touching the law I waS blameless then of safety, -to keep us from evil, not to provO'ke u-s to evil. 
I found.' out .as I studied the law that a lot of these things And so the !l-postle says, "'I am not find-ing fault' with 
which -I ·had committ'ed, not supposing them to be evil at the law; there is no fault with the law, the fault is here 
all, were really sin. "But sin, ta:king occasion -by J the with me." '"The commandom'ent,' which was ordained to 
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. life, I found to be unto death," - ,not Ibeca,use. the law may he, is' revealed. And so the l~w is' set up to !!howl 
us wlbat we. ought to be. · was wrong, 'but 'because ~I was wrong. "For sin, taking 

occasion by the commandment, . geceived me, and 'by It 
· slew me.'" . 'The Law Is Spiri1ual . 

Eden Again "For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am 
,'Go back to Eden again. What is the c6mmandtt1~nt? .. carnal." . 'That is to say, I still have myoId nature, and 

That thou shalt not eat of that tree ~ everything else, myoId nature is -sinful. Crucified though it 'be, yet there 
-but not of that. -Sin, as .r~presented hy the tempter, . is in me; though a Christiah - in my -carnal nature there 
came and said, tlNo'W YOIl are foolish to obey that law. is a disposition to -si_h~- 18 there ailyrbody here who says 
Y'e shall no't surely dia:· for God doth know: that in the ht! has ~ot. got it? ,Does anybody: ~ere say, "111m never .­
day ye eat' thereof, . then your eyes s'hall be opened, and tempt~d; I ne've~ do wrong?". If ~ w~re to ask you to 
ye shall 'he as ,gods, knowing' good, and evil." 'You can - ~et. IIp and ,~ake t~l1t eonf~ssIo~ I t~mk the rest of u,~ 

.. cross safely -against a red light; i!here is ,no traffic and would say,' There IS one har m ~hI.S house an~how • 
. you w!lI not :be kiIle4 .. - And if ypu do. you, will. be w..iser O~, co?rse we ~~.kn.o;v. that, that eVI~ IS presen~ WIth us. 
for domg it. The only reasOn the law· IS made IS because . For ·that WhICh I do I allow not. fo·r what I would, 

·qod is jealous and He wants to have everything)n His . that do -I not; b~t ~hat.,Ihate; that do I'." N~~ there 
· Qwn ~and, and He kno.ws that your eyes will be opened are t~o 'men sp~~mg m every vJ!rse here. . What! 

and you will be equal with Him; hence the law. The law would, -. tlIat IS ... ~y renewed nature; tha~ IS what. I 
was good though, but "sin, taking occa-sion by (that o'b- want to do. He wIlI tell you presently how he does It, 
jective law) deceived (him.) and by it slew" (him)." You !hut for.the pre~ent he does not. What I would, I would, 
see that is the meaning there. . ! wOIiI~; I would;. as a Christian; but I .do, I do,.r do, 

, Th L I H 1 I do, what the old mail says,. and -I hate It every' tIme I 
" e. aw s ~ y . . do it. Is there. anybody here who has not had that ex-
Wheref?re the law IS holy, and the c0n;tma?dment perience ~ "If then I do that which I would not; I con­

holy, and Just, and ,good. Was. then_ tha~ WhICh .IS ~ood sent unto the law that it is good." What does it mean? 
made deB;th_ unto !'De. 'God ~ol"bld. But smt t~at ·~t ~lght~ .1 have done something that I ought not to do, and that, 
appear. sm, workIng death m me '~y tha:t WhICh IS go~d; . I did not want to do, that my' better nature rebelled 
t~at s!~ by, the commandment mIght ;become ex.cee.dmg against. Why did I do it? I consent to the law - that 

· smful. Now who of us does not recogmze tha~ prIncIple? is what· I ought to have done and not this. "I consent 
There are certain tihings'which honourable people allqw. unto the law·that it is good." ' , 
They say, "It is all right; there is no' law against it." 
"Against sU'ch there· is no law.'.' .. If we 'had' reciprocity 
.between the United. 'States and Canada you could go 

· act:os's to Detroit, or to Buffalo" or . somewhere else, and 
bily -just as much. as you like, and bring it :back in your. 
·bag, 'and there would he nobody. to tell you you should . 
not. But you cannot do .that. Why? You go and· .lipend 
your money, and you bring that back,' and immediately 

- the 'Customs Officer says, "Let me see what' you have. 
You have no right'· to have that; you will have to pay' 

· duty on it." Why? Because the law has forbidden it. 
But somerbod,y who has been free to' pass to and. fro 
between co~ntries which have no such restrictions per-

· haps lWill say, "It neve·r occurred to me; I' thought 'I could 
gO' and 'buy what I liked." No. 'The' law made your act, 
which in itself so far as you were concerned· was seem-· 
ingly without moral quality - the fact that it was for­
bidden by law made that act appear to ,be exceeding 
sinful. And .instead of being a respectaible citizen you are 
looked upon -as somebody who is tryi~g to defeat the law 
and avoid paying customs. " 

It Is the Fu~ction of Law to ~eveal Sin . 

Now·it is the function of Jaw to reveal·sin. "By the law 
is the knowledge of sin." You find a hundred illustra-

· ti,ons of it. You go 'into the store and you-buy something· 
that is not packaged. I have' heen with 'my wife some­
tjmes and.I have seen them do it. It may Ibe some beans; 
or 'something else, and the attendant has put up a pound, 
or two pounds; 'and puts it on the"scales, and then takes 
some out. You "s~y, "Don't take out ·some of my bea!ls.'~ 
She says; "They. are not yours; see the, scales? ' You 
wanted twO' pou'nds didn't you?" "Yes." "There are over 
two pounds there." Or on the other hand, supposing it 
be deficient she, goes baCK and gets some more. . "By 
the law is the knowledge <;>f sin!' .1~y the law, on the face 
of that scale, the deficiency or .the .surplus, a-s the case 

o 

"No More I - but Sin'! 
"Now then it is no more" I that do it, but sin. that 

dwelleth in me." .A.h, that is a'. difficult text, is it not? 
"Siil that dwelleth in me." Yes, sin dwelleth where? 
In the old nature?- Certainly. Not in the new, hut in 
the old. n is not the renewed nature that does this thing. 
That is what 'Paul meanfi. It is not that new creation 
that does it, for tJhat would do the will of God. But as 
yet I have' riot fully mastered it, and therefore the thing 
that·I hate, if I so do, it is that disposition that is· within 
me, tha.t siriful disposition that dwelleth in me, that has 
done it. 

"For I know that in me - now listen - (that is, in 
my flesh)- do-not forget that paientlhesis - dwelleth 
no 'good thing." He is speaking of the life of the' carnal 
nature, the' natural mind. If you want a lesson in total~ 
depravity surely here it is.. Even the apostle Paul says 
that in' his carnal nature there is no gooa: thing, it is all 

. evil ; it deserves to be crucified and kept' cinder. "For 
to will is present w~th me; but. how to perform that which 
is good' I find riot." Have you ever been there? You 

. know tlhat is my qu.arrel· with these service clu'bs. I 
remember a ma·n who had 'been a very devoted Christian, 

. and he joined the Rotary Cluh. He was a man of busi­
ness, and he had the motto of the Rotary Club finely· 
framed and .put up over his desk, so that 'he could· read 
it eveI;'Y. morning. He said, "Read that. What do you 
wane more than that?" I said, ~'It is a veryni~e thing 
in a frame." "What do 'you want more than that?" 
I said, -"I want that taken· out of that frame and put' 
inside you. Who ·is going to do that? Not your RotarY 
Club." That is the point. . ,oTo'will is present with me ;" 
I hang up the mC?tto - that is what I want to do; I made 
my resolution. I was going to do a lot of things,but'I did 
not do 'them. Why?· "How to perform that which is good 
r find not." . 

I 
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The o.ther'Side the law"Qf my mind, and bringing me intO' captivity to 
the law Qf sin which is in my members." Here even the 

Then he takes the other side: "FQr the gQQd that 1 apQstle Paul cQnfesses that' he has been brQught intO' 
WQuld I dO' nQt: but the evil which I WQuld nQt, that I captivity betimes, even since he, has delighted in the law 
dO'. , NQW if I dO' tha,.t ,I WQuld not, it is nO' mO're I that ?O of the Lord. Then passionately he exclaims: "0 wretched ,_ 
it but sin tha·t dwelleth in me." He might have sa!d, man that I am! whO' shall deliver me'frO'm the bQdy of 
"it is my sinful nature. There is where my trQuble IS.; this death?" It is said that some, Qf the an~ents SQme-
it is in there. 'The old, man tells me what I must dO'. times chained;a dead pri,?Qner tO"a living Qne. It may the _ 
Then 'he gQes Qn: "I find then a law, that, When.I would that that figure is here, I dO' not knQw. Paul say.s, "I am 
dO' good, evil is present with mEl·" ,Turn to'. a~Qther a free man' I delight in' the law Qf the LQrd. But whO' 
Scrl·ptu,re·. "FQr the f'lesh lusteth agal'nst the Spirit, and. , , h' b d f d th'l" Th t . 

snaIl deliver me frQm t IS 0' Y 0 ea. a IS Qur, the ''Spirit against the flesh: and these arecQntrary ~he problem, is it nQt l' . 
Qne to' the Qther." My dear friends, yQur plane Qf hfe 
and mine is just a battlefield. I dId nQt like the KQrean VictO'ry Through jesus Christ 
affair but after all it is a kind Qf KQrea, ;back and fQrth, Now liste'n: "I thank GQd through Jesus Christ Qur 
battledore and shuttlecock. Victory tQday and defeat Lord. SO' then. with the mind, I myself serve the law O'f 
tomQrrow. That is hQW it was in KQrea ~ they WQuld 'GQd' dbut with the flesh the law of sin," as to his desires, 
take Qne hilI, and then the next- repQrt you hea,rd w~s qQt 'necessarily as to' his cQnduct. , ~ think .it is unf~r­
that they had lo~t .It. Then ~y -an~ by t!ter ha~e gQt ~t tunate that the chapter 'breaks there; 'I thmk we miss 
again. That is pretty much lIke the :91mstIan hfe, ~.n~tll the significance O'f the whQle te'aching Jf we stop there. 
we get SQme 'Genera!l MacArthur to CQme in and finIsh "There is therefQre nQW nO' cQndemnation to them which 
the job. I will tel'! yO'U about that,iJ'l a .minute. , ;But ~t are in Christ Jesus." Why?' "We 'are dead' to' the law: 
present when we are nQt allQwed to' gO' mto the enemy s 'by the ~dy of 9hrist." 'The law dQes nQt want us any 
territQry we are just fighting back and fQr.th. There are more; it is dQne with us as.tQ its punishment. That dO'es 
twO' iaws in my nature striving against each, 'Qther; Qne nQt mean that the mQral law is obsO'lete, nQt by any means. 
law WQuld lead me dO'wn and the Qther law WO'uld, lead It simply means, that the law remains Qn the statute book, 
me up. And they are ever cO'ntending one agains~ .the but the man that has brQken it is deIHl, and ,sO' that law 
O'ther. NQW if yO'U knQw nQthing abQut that cQntentIQn, ' dQes nQt seek 'him any mQre. ",SO' then with tihe mind I 
my dear friends, in yO'ur Qwn life, it is nO't' because YO'U, , myself serve the law O'f God; 'but wit1r the flesh the law' 
have wO'n the victQry; it is because yQU have s!lrrendered of sin. There is therefO'r'e nQW nO' !!Qndemnaif;iQn to' them' 
to' evil and yQU are nQt dQing 'any mQre fighting, that which 'are"in Christ Jesus, whO' wal'K nO't after ,the flesh, 
is all. ' But if yO'U are a real Ohristian, whatever yQur b~t after the' ,Spirit." The flesh says, '''DO' this." But 
defects O'f character and conduct may be, if YO'U are Paul says it is, possible to' g~t such PQwer frQm GQd as, 
genuinely a Christian YQU will CQme to' hate that which to' dO' the Qther thing. HO'w? Listen: "'FO'r ,the 'law Qf, 
yQU knQw to' be, and find to' be 'by the hQly law Qf' GQd, the Spirit Qf life in 'Christ Jesus hath made me free frQ~ 
cQntra,ry to His hQly will. We have all done it, .but we the law Qf sin a,lid death. ' .For what the law CQuld nQt dO', 
ar~ SQrry., We hate O'urselves fQr having dQne it,. ~)llt in that it was' weak thrQugh the flesh _ -the law told us 
there it is. There is a law in. O'ur memibers strlvmg what to' dO', 'but it CQuld nQt help 'us to', dO' it because ,Qf 
against the law Qf Qur mind., the flesh _ GQd send.ing his own SQn in the likeness Qf 

But listen: "FQr 'I delight in the law Qf GQd after the sinful flesh, and fQr sin :- by His death \1pon the cross 
'inward man." NQW I knQW whO' is speaking; nO'w I knQw as the sinner's su'bstitute He revealed GQd's ItbhQrrence 
what SQrt Qf' a man he is. For said the LQrd; ",~ will take Qf SIn, and thy. an Qffering fQr sin _ cQndeinne<i sin in 
that law' frQm the tables Qf stO'ne and write it in t~eir ,'the flesh." NO'W let us nO't excuse O'urs'elves.· If we 'dO' 
hearts." Paul says, "'I have it written here. I delIght wrQng accO'rding to :the fles'h it is wrO'ng, and we need 
in the law of GQd after the inward man. I lO've the things 'to' go to GO'd3or 'fQrgiveness. Sin in t!heflesh is con­
O'f GQd I l'O've the Name of Jesus, I love the WO'rd of demned. "I cannQt help it yQU knO'w," I have heard peO'ple 
GQd, I 'love tlie hO'use ,of 'GQd, I love the people o~ ~o~, - say. . "I knQw I have a ,horrid temper, b,ut 'I came by 
I love to be with the p~Qple Q~ GQd, I lov~ ~ ~pI~ltual it quite 'natuTally; my faUter had it." That does not 

,atmosphere. I know t!h'at that IS what I·dehglit'm. excuse yQU. There is anQther man whO' is scarcely ever 
'I have told you of my dear friend, the late Dr. RQ'bert- sober: and he says, "I inherited the alcoholic taste, frQm. 

SQn. I have thought of him often with gratitude. ·He my father." .'TJ:1at is quite true, but "every one o~ us 
was Pastor of the church on Gerrard Street which was shall giv~ account of himself to God." And ,we cannO't 
then known as St. James Pres'byterian ,Church: One ~ay 'cO'mplain Qf what our parents did, or what anybody else 
we were sitting Qn the platform tQgether in Massey Hall, did. Jot is what we O'urselves, each one has dope; we 
and Dr. Chapman was preacihing. It was one Qf pro ourselves are resPQnsible .. 
Chapman's good nights, when he was really preachmg. 
It was a gloriQus presentation of the gosp~l Qf grace. 
Dr. Robertson was sitting besic;le me, and ,I happened 
to' turn and I saw the tears just" streaming dO'wn his· 
cheeks:: 'Then" he leaned over and Qffered me his hand. 
I toO'k his hand, and he grippetl miIie, and then !he whis­
pered,: "Shields, 'by the reSPO'nse of my' spirit to' that 
gospel I know I am a' Christian." He might have said, 
"I delight in the' law Qf ,God after the inward ma!1'" 

, A Contrary Law-
"But I see another. law in my members, war:ring against 

lJow the Righteousn~ss of the Law 
Is Fulfilled in Us 

NQW here is the imPQrtant WQrd: "That. the, rig~t­
eousness O'f the law might be fulfilled in us, whO' walk 
not' after the flesh, but, after the Spirit. For they that 
are after ·the flesh '- that is to say, if yO'U have nO' 
spiritual n~ture at all, a'nd YQujallow the carnal nature 
to be dQminant - do mind the things of the flesh; -
that is natural '-::::but they ihat are after the Spirit the' 
things ~f the Spirit. 'FO'r to be carnally minded, is death,; 
but to·be spiritually minded is life and peace." 

I 
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The important thing for us to remember, if we are 
men, is that the worst enemy we have in the. world is 
the man we see when we shave in the morning. It is the' 
old nature. And if it is a woman the worst enemy. she 
has is the one she sees when she looks in a mirror. 

-In other words, the sinner is the old nature in us. 

TWO INTERESTING LETrERS 
FROM ~GJ1AND 

My dear Brother in Christ: 
New Barking, Essex, England. 

. For some time now I have had the joy and privilege to 
read "The Gospel Witness". it is sent to a dear friend of 
mine at Enfield, by. a mem'ber of yours, who has passea it 
on to me, and I feel it my dut~ to write you, and thank you 
for th.e pleasure it has been to me, and not 9nly to me, but 
to a httle company Who meet together week by week in the 
home of an aged widow, who is un·a:ble to attend the service 
at chapel. GeneraHy some, fouf or five gather, and.I have 
,read the sermons, also the account of "The Great Contention". 
As I write' I call to mind your prayer before the sermon. You 
implored .the Holy Spirit thus: , 

"And now brood over tiliis assembly. Take us each one 
under Thy out-stretched win'gs, that we may rejoice to-
gether in the shelter and· warmth of Thy love." _ 
'S.uch wor'ds have an ahiding p1ace in our hearts, and be-

come our language as often as we meet together in His 
-eartilily courts. 

But what has moved me to write to you is the reading 
of-the sermon on the raising of Lazarus. W'hen I read the 
words, ."God gets glory to Himself __ through human suffering", 
I was 'brought to a stand-stilI; never have I heard such a 
statement. I continued to read, "He abode two' days still 
in the same place where He was." He permitted Lazarus 
to die, the sisters to_ suffer in their bereavement, and He, 
God, got glory to -Himself when He cned, "Lazarus; come 
forth!" Then you took us back to Eden. _ I feel it is the.' 
most profound truth. God permitted the serpent to tempt, 
Eve, and thus bring aibout Adam~s fall, that His eternal 
covenant and purpose should be ful!filled. 

,Yes,. my dear brother, as you said, "God' gets glory unto 
HImself through, or by, human suffering." This is mani­
fested at Ca:lv~, but will be fully revealed when the -whote 
church will give glory to Him, singing-

"Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins, 
be honour, dominion, and praise an«t..glory for ever." -. - . 
The sufferings of Christ, human suffering will bring eternal 

glory to Him. ·80, from my heart, I tha·nk you as the instru­
ment in His hands in bringing, yes, l' must repeat, this -pro-' 
founa truth to my knowled·ge .. 

Wishing you every blessing, that you may -still be made 
a blessing to' others. ,_. 

Yours in Covefl:ant Love, 
/ ... -...... _ .... -............ -.- ........ -_ ... _- ..• 

S1}.~ringham, 
. No~olk, England. 

Dear Dr. Shields: 
F'Or many years now we have been readi'ng your "Gospel 

Witness", wi~ great pleasure and enjoyment, also Dr. Olive 
Clark's Lesson, with all its spirituality. How fortunate the: 
many people are, and all your Sunday School. 'Much prayer 
has gone up to God on your be'half,' for the firm stand' you 
have a:lways taken, with all its spiritual meaning.- God 
must prosper you, and' He has done so, when -we read of 
the Contention and your standing so' faifufully to the truth 
of His Holy Word. We do ap'preciate and a'dmire you, and 
our prayer must be that God will spare you for some years 
yet, in His Blessed Will. He will not -call you Home until 
your work on earth is finished, and then you will have an 
abundant entrance into your Heavenly 'Home and we shall 
all me~t ~gether, never to part again. And w:hat a 10veJy 
Home It wIll 'be. . ' -

We were very sorry to have been unaibIe to meet you when 
you ",ere in Lodon. Mr. is 83 in November and 

is -failing in heal~. He still goes out with tracts, and is 
able to give verbal messages, some with good result. 

We have no Church, all preaching being in un~elief and 
spiritism. W'e have meetings in our home, Sundays at 11 a.m. 
and 6.30 p.m. Not many.want to join us, ,because of our 
firm stand for God~s Holy Word.. One that comes is a faithful 
Cliristian,. and we never know how far ~e messages travel. 
One, who after 24 years of backsliding, returned to the 
Lord~nd Mr. was the instrument God used to 
bring her back to the Lord-is just waiting for her Lord 
to call her home. -He visits her each' week. Praise God 
for ~is. 

God has certainly called us to contend for the faith once 
delivered to the saints. You are doing a grand work for your 
Master, an'd I am sure you wili be well rewarded. I have 
read much of the Contention to Mr., with great 
in1;:erest and thankfulness to God for you, for there is such 
joy in the truth and all that it means. . . . . 

I am sorry I have not been able to get new subscribers 
for your "~Gospel Witness". We ~ss ,the copies on, every 
one, and they say they enjoy them. I am quite sure they 
have received ,much good spiritualIy. Financially" we have 
lost greatly, and if .we get like HaJbbakuk, we shall still 
praise the Lord. Our inheritanee is in Heaven. 

Yours very sincerely, 
1!ntil ~e come, 

DR. SHIELDS IN TEXAS 
Dr. Shields gave 'a Memorial Add~ess at a great service 

in First Baptist Church, Fort Worth, Texas, held in mem­
ory of the late Dr. J. Frank Norris on'Sunda"y morning, 
August 30th. He has spoken several times this past week 
'at a Bible Confererice held in the same church. '. 

Dr. Shie'lds will return 'by ;iir Saturday, September 
5th. On Sunday, September 6th, Rev. H. C. Phillips, 
forme,Hy ·Pastorof Ruth Morton Memorial Church, Van­
couver, and now Home Missionary 'Superintendent, serv­
ing the churches of the Convention of Regular Baptist 
Churches of British Columbia, will occupy ilie Jarvis • 
Street pulpit morning,and evening. Dr. Shields will con­
duct the services. 

THE GREAT CONTENTION 
. IN BOOK' FORM . 

r-hel f~nal chapter of The qreat Contention appeareq 
i~ the special is~ue Qf THE GOSPEL WITNESS, published . 
August 27th, 1953: This-account of the Battle fo·r the 
Bible a'mong Baptists of Ontario and Quebec will shortly 
appear in volume form, the thirty-eight chapters con­
stituting two vo·lumes. ·We would urge every reader Qf 
THE ·GOSPEL WITNESS to use the form on the 'back page, 
indicating the desi-re to purcha-se the two volumes of 
The Great Contention; Our readers know the necessity 
of informing God's people everywliere concern.ing the in­
roads of Modernism, and ·each one ·should make h'imself . 
or herself an-agent to sell these valua'ble historic volum!!s. 

-'O.L.'C. 

rORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY' 
Training is Sound, Thorough, Evangelical, _ 

Saiptural . , _.' I. 
C~ses ~ Two, Three and Four Years 

Degrees 

Write far InfOf'flllllitm: 

Tuition Free 

The Seaetary, 
557 Jarvis Street, 
Tqronto .2. Canada. 
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BihlJ! School Lesson" Ouiline 
Lesson Text Third Quarter. Lesson 11 September 13, 1953 

THE FAITH AND DEATH OF JOSHUA 
Lesson Text: Joshua 24:1-15 . 
Golden Text: "Choose you this day whom ye will serve;-but 

as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." . 
-Joshua 24:15. 

I. Rehearsing God's Faithfulness: verses 1-13 
Joshu~ was now old and stricken in years. Throughout his 

long career of one hundred and ten years he had exercised 
faith in God (verse 29), yielding o'bedience to the Lord in 
'his own personal life and encouraging the people of Israel 
to follow His commands implicitly. The "CllIPture of Jericho 
'by ·faith, which -was perhaps the greatest exploit in the 
le~er's career, is mentioned in "the faith chapter" of the 
Book .of Hebrews (Heb. 11:30,31). , 

As the shepherd of Israel, Joshua was respons~ble for 
carrying out the Lord's providential plans for His people, 
and when about to lay down the command', he addressed a 

. farewell message to the leaders and to the people, justifying 
to them the ways of God (compare Deut. 33; 1 Sam. 12; 
1 Kings 2:1-10; Acts 20:17-38). . . . 

T-he land as a.,whole had been conquered· 'by the Israelites, 
but ~ome of' the !'lnemy nations were' allowed Iby God to 
remrun for a time ·(Jud'g. 3:1-4). The people must not lay 
do,,:n their. arms, even al.though the land was theil's by in­
herItance and 'by posseSSIOn (Josh. 23:4, 5). The Christian 
receives eternal life as a gift· of God's grace, but he must 
wage war continually againsLspiritua:l foes (Eph. 6:11-18; 
2 Tim. 2:1-4). He is justified ·before God by faith, but before 
men by works (Jas. 2:24). 

J os'hua addressed the leaders of Israel first (chapter 23), 
urging them to give heed to their own "Conduct (1 Cor. 9:27; 
1 Tim. 4:16). Example is more powerful than precept. If 
they would lead Israel into victory they must exercise faith, 
humilitY, courage, obedience and consecration. They must 
permit no compromise with the enemy, and the go'ds of the . 

• heathen must not even be mentioned (Exod. 23:13; Deut. 
12:28-31). 

Joshua with the elders, priests; judges, officers and all 
the people presented themselves before the Lord (Deut. 
,31:14, 30). The inspiration of united praise and wors'hip 
is one of the primarY principles of the Church and Sunday 
School. , 

Joshua 'rehearsed before that great congregation the main 
points of their chequered history. Each event marked a step 
in the unfolding of the purpose cif God, and each crises gave 
evidence of the faithfulness or God -toward those who trust 
Him. He touched upon the call of .Nbraham (Gen. 12:1), 
"the deliverance from Egypt (Exod: 12:37, 51), the passage 
o~er the Red Sea (Exod. 14:22-25), the wandering in the 
wIlderness (Deut. '8:2, 3), the 'victory over the Amorites 
(Exod. 23:38; Num'b. 21:21-35; Deut. 7:20), the prophecies 
of Balaam (Numb. 23, 24),.the crossing of the Jordan (Josh. 
3) and the .battles against the Canaanites (Josh. 6, 10, 11). 
The whole was a record of Divine faithfulness in spite of 
human failure W!la. 44:1-8) .. The biography of every Chris­
tian· might ,be written in the same· strain. By His grace 
we have been saved through. faith, and 'by·His grace we are 
enabled to live victoriously from day to day "(Eph. 2:8; Rom. 
1:5; 1 Cor. 15:10). . 

. II. Choosing .God's Service: verses· 14, 15 , 
. The faithful teacher' or Christian worker will not merely 

instruct his scholars, 'but he· will also endeavour to lead 
them into the valley of decision. He will answer the se'holar's 
question, "Wlhat does the Bible teach 1" and then, he in furn 
must ask the scholar the question, "W'hat are you going to do 
about it 1'" Joshua placed before the Israelites the evidences 
of Je'hova's mercy and t~th, .explained' the situation clearly, 
and lurged them to choose aright. In doing so he made a 
noble confession of faith and announceO his own hi'g'h resolve: 
"As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." Those 
who would infl}lence oth.ers to choose the right 'COUl"se, must 

.; 

first make that decision' themselves. There is a homely 
couplet, IlIPpHca:ble to all .tea:ehers and Christian workers, 
which reads as follows: . 

"You cannot teach what you do not know; 
You cannot lead where you do not go." 

But, whilE! ~e leader m~ght insp!re ~thers 'by his exampl~, 
tJ:J.e responSIbIlIty for a rIght chOIce depends on each indi­
vidual concerned (Rom. 14:12). 

The issue was definite and direct; no thii-Q course was 
open; the people must· choose to serve either the Jehovah 
of Israel or the gods of the Amorites (Ruth 1:16, 17; 1 Kings 
18:21). The s~me ~s true of t~e Gospel. God calls upon 
al~ m~n to r~ceive ~l'S Son, warnmg them that not to receive .. 
HIm IS to reJect HIm, and to serve the Evil One (John 3:36; 
:Rom. 6:16; 1 John 5:12). . • 
,There comes a time when decision is urgent, and when 

delay is dangerous (Prov. 1:24-33; Eccl. 12:1; Heb. 3:7, 13). 
",Choose you this day whom ye will serve." 

The decision must 'be final. Our God is holy, li.ndowe dare 
!lot trifle ~ith Him (H~. 10:29). To serve Jehovah would 
mvolve entIre separation from the 'doctrines and practices 
of thE! heathen nations. Urge young people to make a com­
plet!l break ~ith sin and to surrender whole-heartedly to 
ChrIst as theIr Lord and ·Master, as well as their Saviour. 

The children of Israel/responded to Joshua's IlIPpeal with 
·a· fervent confession of their resolve to serve Jehovah no 
matter what the cost might be: "The Lord our God wili 'we 

. serv.e, and his voice will we obey" (verse 24). 
The influence of Joshua's godly example and .faithful 

tea:ehing continued long after his death (verses 29-31; Judg. 
2:7-9). What a noble tribute the Lord ,pays to this valiant 
leader! May we all merit the Saviour's commend'ation for 
similar devotion to Him. 

. DAILY IiIBLE READINGS 
Sept. 7-The Faith of JOl!hua .................................... Heb. 11:24-31. 
Sept. 8-The Appeal of Joshua to the Leaders ... Josh. 23:1-8. 
Sept. 9-The Promise of Go'll to the Leaders ...... Joel). 23:9-16. 
,Sept: 11>---The Covenant of the Peopie ............... Josh. 24:16-25 
Sept. 11-Thc Death of Jorhua ............ : ................. Josh. 24:26-33. ,. 
Sept. 12-Th£; Godly Example of'j'o~hua ........ : ....... Judg; 2:6-10.' 
Sept. 13-The Call to Decision ........ :: .................... 1 King.J 1b:20-40. 

SUGGESTED HYMNS 
Almost persu,aded! Only a step to Jesus. 
o happy day; that fixed'my choke. I"m not ashamed .. 
Jesus, and shall it ever be 1 True-hearted, whol!! :nearted. , 

AN EXAMPLE OF FAITH IN PRAYER 
--I remember hearing of a boy brought up in English alms­
house. He had never learned to read or ~rite. He only knew 
the . letters of the alphaJbet. One day a man of God came 
there, a,nd told .the children that if they prayed to God in 
their trouble, He would send them help. After a time this 
boy wa~ apprenticed to a farmer. One day he was sent out 

. into the fields to look after some sheep. He was having' 
rather a hard time; so he remembered what the preacher 
had said, and he thought he would pray to God about it. 
Some one going by the field ~eard a voice behind. the 

'hedge. They :looked to, see whose it was, and saw the little 
fellow on his knees, saying, "A, B, C, D," and so on. The 
man ~aid, "My boy, what are you doing?" He looked up 
and said he was praying. "Why, that is not praying.; it is 
only saying the alphabet." He said he did not know just 

. how to pray, but a man once came to the poor-house, who 
told them that if they called upon God, He would help 
them. So he thought that if he named over the letters of 
!he alphabet, God-would take them and put them together 
mto a prayer, and 'give him what he wanted. The 'little 
fellow was really praying. Sometimes when' your child talks, 
your friends cannot .understand. what he says, but th,e 
mother understands very well. So if our prayer comes right 
from the heart, God understands our language. . 

-MOODY 
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THE.· GREAT CONTENTION 
IN VOLUM'E FORM 

~September, 3, 1953 
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_'. The. Story of THE GREAT CO~TENrION has been completed. The 
type' '.has been. preserved. ~nd is standing." and we int,end to issue the. 
whole story in volume .form. How many volumes it wi·1I take. and 
what, the c'ost will be. we cannot yet say;. but afte~ it is aiL put into 
page form. and the size and number of the volu'mes. has been· deter­
mined. it' will be necessary then. to make an index. -which cannot be 
done until it is all paged.,' This will take a considerable time.' But 
when it is finished ,it wi,lI 'be a'n historical record which will 'bel of great 
value._ not only to .. those who agree with us. but t.O those' ·who· dissent 
from our position. 

,·In-F order that we may have some idea of what nuri1b'er o( volumes 
we shall pu,blish. we append to this notic·e. a reply form •. in which we 
'ask our readers to let us know whether or not they will be interested 
in 0~tainin9 these volumes when t~ey are publishe.d. 'We are of the 
"opinion that the whole sto~y can be compressed into two volumes of 
not more' than 400 pages each. , 

. . 

THE GOSPEL WiTNESS _ 
130 Gerrard St. East, 
Toronto 2, Canada. 

REPLY ·FORM 

,., Without oblig~t~on 'to purchase th~m, the undersigned in!otms TlJE 
" G_OSPEL- WJ..TNESS that he/she is "interested in the volumes of The Great 
Contention~ But before' giving an order he/she desires to' know what they will 

. cost. " ., 

The undersigned would appreciate information on ~his matter ~hen it is 
. available. . 

NAME: 
(Rev.), (Mr.), (Mrs.) 

JMiss) - .:~ ................. : ........ : .. .' ............ , ... , ....... , ............................... :: ........... " ..... : .... : .. :~ ...... , ... . 

ADDRESS: . " .......................................................................................................................... 
, -

..................................................................................................................... . , 

.................................................................................................. : .................. . , ' 

. Denomination ................................ : .. , .......... :., ...... . 
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