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"And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if ~e ask any thing' ac-
lcording to his will, he heareth us: . 

"And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the 
petitions that we desired' of him."-l'John 5 :14-15. ' '. 

T fiE distinctive feature' of a 'Christian is that he prays. 
. Prayer is the 'breath of God in the soul. You will 

recall th'at when Ananias was commissioned to call UPQn 
one .saul of Tarsus, known to be a bitter persecutor 'of 
the church, his fears were dispelled by this word, "Fo~ 
'behold~ he prayeth." I think it i's Hastings who, some­
where in one of his books, tells the story of a benighted . 
traveller passing through some mountain pass, who· 
sought shelter in the cabin of a mountaineer. There were 
two of them in fact, companions in travel. They were 
'cordially l'eceived, and shown toa little room somewhere 
in the shack, or the little house, and they went to bed. 
But they were a little bit. afraid of their host; they had 
thought he presented rather a forbidding aspect. So they 
took their pistols from their holsters, and laid them 
hard 'by for' their convenience, lest they should be at­
tacked. But· after they had put rout the light they saw 
through a little crevice the mountaineer and his wife 
sit down at .the 'table 'and open/God's Book, and 'read it, 
and then kneel together in prayer. The two travellers 
put· their pistols away, and they said, "We shall not" need 
these for o~r protection tonight." . -

Every true Christian prays; • 
I, 

Prayer is the Christian's vital breath, 
The Christian's native air, 

His watchword at the gate ot death; 
He enters Heaven with prayer. 

. • ' I . 

So we cannot tQO often give our thought to the philosophy 
of prayer, that" we may know what prayer really is, and' 
upon what condition it prevails. The Bible is full of 
instruction, and replete with· examples of men who h8.ve , , 

triumphed because they prayed. "And this," we are here 
told, "is the confidence-that we have'in him, that, "if we 
ask any thing according to his will, h~' heareth us: and 
if we know that ·he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know 
that we have the petitions that we desired of him." 
'Surely here is a .bit of inspired,Iogic upon which we may 
,profitably med~tate· for a few, minutes. 

I. 
Let me Ibegin by, saying that FAITH Is REALLY AN 

ATTITUDE OF SOUL. The true believer is always praying. 
JuSt as our physical frame is 'related to the vital air 
Blbout us, and -by proper adjustment to it we live, so the 
Christian is related to God, and the Spirit of God be­
cOmes, not only the indwelling Power, but the very atmos­
phere of life. 1t is our privilege to enjoy the atmos­
pher~ of heaven below. I have rea:d of those who seem 
to think that but little water is required for Scriptural 
baptism bringing a bottle of it from the River Jordan, 
as though there was sQme partic~lar ef~icacy ~n the water 
ltself. You remember how "Na'aman' asked for "two 
mules' burden of earth" that .he might carry home to h~s 

, own countl'y: ' But .the Word of God'promises lIS some­
thing more than that'; it promises ils a foretaste of 
Heaven, the atmosphere of ~eaven here and now; . 

I was.in Texas most of last week, and part of the time 
it was just a hundred, or· a hundred and. two and three,· ' 
in the shade. I decided I did not want 'to' livif there,' but, 
I was happy to discov.er that nearly' every store, and 
nearly every house I entered, was ail' conditioned .. I 
passed from the fearfully hgt pavements, and froJ;Ii .the ...... . " . 

" 
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hot atmosphere, into a delightfully cool place. The life 
of a true Christian is air conditioned. This world's 
spiri'tuaJ temperature is very hot sometimes" and some-

\ times very: cold; and. the life that Gold has given is a 
delicate exotic, it is not' indigepous to the climate of 
earth, and it must be protected. And so we live an ai,r~ 
conditioned life, where we breathe the very atmosphere 
of Heaven, and where the life within survives because it 
lives amid th~ same conditions as the tree of life which 
grows beside the river of the water of life. 

Three or four' years ago I was i'n Singapore about 
Christmas time, and'it was very warm. They said, they 
have two seasons there - warm and a hit warmer. But 
it is never cool. I preached through an interpreter' a 

'good ,many times to great companies of Chinese Chris- ' 
., tians, and I noted 'howdiff-erent they were from' some 

who profe~s and call themselves Cttristians here. They 
were -immig,rants to the Heavenly land, emigrants from 
earth. 'Their 'salvation had trans'port~d them into an 
entirely different world, they seemed. so completely to 
have separated themselves· from the old' life. They were 
really Heavenly people, hungry at any hour of the day 
or night for the Word of God. . 

. . 
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Now I say faith is an attitude of soul, an adjustment 
of the renewed nature to heavenly conditions of Hfe. 
"This is the confidence that we have in Him." 'It is an . 
attitude of soul towal"d God as He reveals Himself in 
the Person of Jesus 'Chr.ist. I know we -pray, and we 
ought 'to pray, articulately. We use certain words to We know something about :Christ, we know Who He is, 
present our petitions before the Throne, but the mQst we know what He 'does, and we have that confidence. 
effectual prayers the Christi'an prays are not prayers of 'I wonder can I make it simple. There is the .matter 
his lips merely; it is the attitude, of his whole soul to- of our public utilities. There is the faucet in the kitchen. 
wa,rd God. 'After I became .Pastor of this church I went You do, not 'see any water, ibut the housewife has every 
back to London for an anniversary occasion. . 'There was confid:eJ),ce that if 'she turns that tap, be4ind that is the 
a man who was a retired 'railroad' man, who said, "If. you . res'ervoir somewhere, and'the water. she needs for .her­
don't mind Pastor - he still caUed me Pastor _ I will household ,will flow. Jt is there, and she depends on it. 
ride, down to Toronto with you tomorrow iust for the Tomorrow morning;some of you will go out, and· you 
sake 'of the opportunity for fellowship it will'afford." I will not telephone ,beforehand to ask if the street car 
sa.:id, "I shall De delighted to have your company." Then., will come along a certain. street and stop for you at a 
he told, me how gl"ateful he was that ,he was so comfort- certain corner. No. No. This is the confidence you have. 
a:bly conditioned in his d'eclining years.' He ·said '~We that the thing will be running all 'the time, and you just 
have a little house that is .our own, and we have .~ little go out and take your place and get on, and get to your 
savings,an4 I h.ave 'been pensioned by the railroad, so place of employment. . That is what it is' there for, to ' 
·that really we have a competence; and my wife and I serve the public.' The same is true of this electric light, 
are, able to live without anx~ety." He sa-id, "Sometimes and of, the trains that run, and a hundTed other things. 
I. wonder how it, has come to me, for I do not remember We do not specially order them; they are there, and we 
that I very distinctly and definitely asked God for such have that confidence that when we need them we' can 
conditions of life in the .. evening-time." But he s,aid, "I make use of them .. It is the same. with the stores where 
a!ways looked forward to i~, sometimes with apprehen- you go for your provisions. You' do not telephone and 
SlOn, but what I now have" is just what I bave desired say, "'I am coming over to buy something. Are you still 
all my life, and I wish I had definitely asked for it so in bus'iness 1 'Is the door open 1" That is what it is __ _ 
that I could see -in ,this present 'situation an, answer to the~e for, waiting to swing. back to your touch. You gO' 
my prayer." I said, "It is an answer' to your prayer. oi~:r, 'and you ·find it there with its bountiful supplies, 
'DeHght thyself also ,in the Lord; a:t;ld he shall give' thee' and you appropriate that which you want. That is your 
the desires of thine heart.' God knew what you wanted." ~ttitude toward these public utilities of one sort and 
I had known, hjm for years, and I said, "You have found another. 
your delight in the things of God. You did not specifi-' But alas,. because there is a human element-in ail of 
cally ask for .this, but you 4esired it, and -God has given them they may fail sometimes. There may be an inter­
it to you." " . , ruption in the water service, or in the street car service 

My dear friends, it is the, general attitude of soul' . or the store may close - anything may happen. Gene'r: 
, toward 'God which determines ol!r Christian pharacter - ally speaking it s'erves you';"but you 'cannot look to these 

not ~e occasionaJ petitions which .may be uttered in things with an, un~flveri}lg trust that always and under 
Prayer Mee~ihg, or whi~h in a formal ~ay may be pre-. all circumstances t~ey:'wiU. b.e aVflilable for your need. 
sen ted ~.o.~mng and.evenmg as the Kl),ee is bowed in pray-, . But how is ~if~ conditioned? How did we meet here 
er. It IS how we ~re related to G~d all the day long, and this morning 1) How did we happen to come here at the' 
all the da~s o~ al!, the year~. '·Th~s is. the con~ideIice that sa~e, ~ime1 You l'1ay, "We have watches." And what 
we ha,:e m hIm, co~cernmg HIm, m relatIon ·to Him. a~~ ~9ur,wat~h~~ bu~ ,indi~'to.rs 9f the. movements of the' 
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sun? The W;hole world depends upon the sunris'e at its 
appo'inted time, and- all of ,life is adjusted to it, every­
thing. It will appear above· the horizon to the second, 
and it will set at the appointed time. And every busi­
ne'ss concern, and every household, all adjust themselves 

. to God's ord'inance.The sun is there and we ·do not ex­
pect it to stay up late 'for us, or to ris'e up earlier for us. 
It is reported of Napoleon that when he saw things were 
going against him at Waterloo he apostrophized the sun, 
and said, "What would 0]: not give for the. power of 
Joshua, to retard thy march for one short hour." But 
the sun did not hear his prayer, and set at the appointed 
time. The Ibattle was l~st, and his empire destroyed. 

But you see, the ordinances of nGod" like the Lord Who 
rules them, command our confidence. And back of it all, 
"this is the confidence that w.e have in him," - always 
the same, yesterday, 'and today,' and forever. That is 
why I asked you to sing that hymn: "I ch'ange, He 
cll:anges not." That is true of all of us, it is true of our 
friends. Sometimes you shrug your shoulders -a little 
and say, "I won_der what I have done to Mrs. So and so, 
or ·Mr. -So and so." ,"What is the J!)atter?~' "I do not 
know, but he seems. rather stiff and cold, and lacking 
in cordiality." It, may be in them, it may be objective 
or subjective, I do not know, but, mutually some differ­
ence. dbtains. Not so with God; He is Ualways the same. 
That is our comfo,rt, dear friends. This is the confi­
dence, this is the assurance, this is the settled convic­
tion we' have in respect. to Him. And so we go on our 
way. . \ 

I heard of a great surgeon, a devoted 'Christian who 
did everything so far as he was able in reference to 
the will of God. He had a very critical operation to 
perform; and before he went in'to the operating room he 
specially asked Divine direction, that he might be able 
to perform his .d'ifficult task. Then he went to work, and, 
absollbed with the. task before him, he thought of noth­
ing 'but of his unconscious patient lying th'ere upon the 
operating tmble. Presently when the operation was over, 
successfully performed, he went ba'Ck to his dressing 
room to ;remove his gown, and he said, "Oh, I haven't 
thought of God for an hour." Then almost like a voice 
it came to him, "But God has been thinking of you all 
the time, an4 helping you." 0 yes, we are not heard 
for our much speaking, but we are he~rd in the groan­
ings which cannot be uttered, and which are the result 
of the soul's attitude and circumstances. "The Spirit 
... maketh intercession for the saints according to the 
will of God." The'only prayer that ever -ascends ·to 
Heaven is the prayer that first comes down from Heaven; 
-inspired of the Holy Ghost it reaches the attentive ear 
of' the most High. . 

, II. 
Now WHAT Is OUR COVFlDE!IlCE? I say that is our 

attitude, but this has to do with sPecifi'C petitions.· .. This 
is the confidence tha:~ we have ·in him, that, if we ask 
any thing. acc!)rding to his will, he heareth us." I was 
in· an office in Fort Worth last Friday, and we were 
just· leaving for an important appointment when my 
friend's secretary sa'id, "Long Distance is calling you; 
a collect call from So and so." He said, "Tell them' I 
cannot take it now; call ·ni.e tomorrow. I have to hurry' 
away now to an appointment." That man who wanted 
to get his ear at the other end, some d'istance away, found' 
out there was no one listening. But our God never has 
an appoint~ent. so importan't, even to the Ruler of 'the 

Universe, that He cannot listen to a child's cry. "When 
ye pray, say, Our' Father whi'Ch art 'in heaven." He 
loves to hear His children's praye,rs. I do not believe 
there is any music in Heaven if I may dare to say, rav­
ishes the heart of the Most High as the cry of His re­
deemed people who are depending upon Him. He is al-· 
ways listening. "And thi.s i!l the confidence that we have 
in him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, 
he heareth us." 

Do you remember that greatp;rayer of Solomon at the 
dedication of the temple?' It is inspiring to read it. And 
how atter each particular petition he exclaimed, "Hear 
thou in heaven thy dwelling 'place: and when thou hear­
est, forgive," or grant this petition, whatever it might be. 
Yes, it is. His dwelling place, but we need no long-dis­
tance communication to talk to God, for He is "nigh 
unto ,all them that call upon Him." '''Ye who sometimes 
were fa,r "off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.'" 
N~rer. is He than breathing, closer than hands and feet. 
I remember a friend's telling me about h~aring Mr. 
Spurgeon pray on one occasion, when he quoted in his 
prayer a Scripture: "'Bow down thine ear"0 Lord ... 
for I am poor and needy." And he paused for a frac­
tion of a moment. "Please," he 'said, "Lord, bow down 
Thine ear a little closer so that we may whisper our 
desires to Thee.' . Have you seen a little child go up to 
its mother or its father, and making a little megaphone 
of their bands just whisper into father's ear? There' 
is a little secret between father and his child. God loves 
to have us do that, and we can always be sure, because 
we have that confidence in Him, that He always hears us. 

And my dear friends, it is not a coUect call. -1 do not· 
like these pay telephones when you have a long~distance 
caB, do you 11 '~Put in so much." You put it in, and it 
rings the 'bell, twenty-five cents, a dollar, a dollar and a 
qu'arter, a dollar and a half. "Twenty-five cents more 
please." Sometimes I have a collect call· ,from some­
where, and they say, "Will you accept it?" That means 
will I pay for it. Well it is usually someone that I know, 
and I s'ay, "Yes." 'But we may call without limitation, 
and all our calls are paid. for in advance. There is ~ no 
charge. And we know that He is l'istening, waiting for 
our prayer. Oh, how .much we lose! We have not be-' 
cause we ask not, or o'therwise we ask amiss. He is wait­
irig, and we do not talk to Him. 

But what do we k~ow?, "1/ we ask 0.11.,11 thing according 
to his will, he heareth us!'. That is the wavelength. We 
must l)e attuned to His wj)1. Even our great IntercessOil" 
in Gethsemane's ·garden, you remember, when He had 
preferred His request added, "Never'tJheless not as I will 
but as thou wilt." His prayer was heard; it was accord-' 
ing to the will of the Father. But how may you and I 
know what is the will of God? There is a way by which 
we may know. The Bible is a· Book of particular. and 
specific promises, but it is also a Book of l'>rinciples too" 
principle!" which apply to everyday li~e. There are some 
things you and·I do not need to pray albout ·in the sense 
of asking whether we ougtht to do it or not, There are 
some things we know to be right. "The anointing which 
ye have received· of him abideth .in .you, and ye need not 
th'at any man te.ach you." There is a Divine instinct in 
the soul implanted by the Holy ·Ghost. I r~member when 
the Oxford Group came here some years ago the late . 
Deacon Jennings said to me,- "Pastor I haven't ;read anY'­
thing about it, and I don't know anything. about it, but 
something in here tells me it is wrong." . I said, "Of 

, -



.' 

! • 

.1 

4 (180) THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ~V()eATE July 9; 1953 

, . 
course," and I quoted that·.t~t io him: "The anointing 
which ye have received of him ~bideth' in you." That 

··indweUing Spirit repels ·that which is 'contrary to God. 
o yes, He makes us to ~now ~is wilt. .' '. 

But sometimes it'is'D:ot quite so easy as that, is it? 
Sometimes 'it it not qui~ 'so easy, and we··wonder'what 
is the will of God in respect to some things. Well, that 

... is a large subject into which I Cannot 'go very'deeply this 
morning, except to say that the principles of God's Word 
will guide us, and if SOIJ.le co.urse or act is in contempla­
tion~ and y.ou· wait but a inoment and say,' "Is that in' 
harJDony with the Word of God? . Would ~at' do ~iolence' 
to any principle of Scripture?" in the majoritY of cases 
,you '.wUI: get an instantaneplls ,.answer, that~ the :whole. 
body of the Word of. God. is ~gainst it; and your att~tude 
of. confidence in Him wHl tell 'you whether. it is right or 

. not. And.if It be. the .wili of 60d, and' I knqw' I am on 
safe ground,- and I know that this thing 1- am. ,going to 
ask of God is within the framework of :a:is ·promisej!.. a~d 
is the will.of God, with what.confidenceI may despatCh my 
specil;ll delivery letter to Heaven! '~Call upon' iDe in ~he 
day of tr~ubl~: I will deliver thee,' and thou s;halt glorify 
me ... · The Scripture abounds with invitations to come' 
ana ·talk with ~im. Tell Him all thy sorrows ~. not a 
part of them, but tell Him everything .... "This is the con­
fidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any' thing 
according to ·his will, he heareth us." , . 

I~I •. 
Let me NAME ONE SPECIFIC THING. I kno'w and you 

may know that it is always God's will for':a sinner"to 
pray, "God be merciful to me, a sinner.'~- That is always 
'in harmony with God's ·will. He is waiting to hear that 
cry. It is always right.to I'epent when we know we ·have 
done wrong. It. is always right.to turn round about aDd 
go the other way if vye .discover we are going in the 
wrong direction, But v.ery particularly, a man who would 
be saved and .who wants to avail himself of this privilege, 
who wants to fipd himself witnin this circle of heavenly. 
d!!light, is permItte4 always a: little time to talk with 
God - "How shall I get in?" 'Somebody would say, ".I 
wish I knew how I could talk to God. How shall· I be­
gIn?" Just this, this is the door: '~God be merciful ~ me, 
a sinner." That is all you· :ttave to pray~ You do not 
need a long prayer' at all, just that. And·that is accord- . 
ing. to 'His will that you should so pray. and it' is accord-

, ing to His wilrthat you should be answered. "And this 
1s the confidence that we have in 'him, that, if we ask 
any thing according to his will, he heareth us: and if 
we know' (on this authority) th.at l:te hear' us, whatso­
ever we ask, we know that we have ·the petitions that 
we. desired of him." T;hat i~ how I was saved. I just 
took the Lord for granted; I confessed my sin, and be­
lieved what He sa'~d. "If we .confess our sins, he is faith­
ful .and' just to fO-rgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
f~om . all unr.ighteouime~s."'" They said,' "How do you 
feel ?" I said, "I don't feel at all." "Do you feel 
happy?'" "No, not parlicularly." "Have you any special 
sensation?" "No." , "Well, do you know you are saved? 
How do you know 1", "Because God says so. I. confessed, 
and either 1 am a Christian or God is a liar, one or the 
other," I knew He co.uld not lie. '''This is the .confidence 
that'-we hav:e in him" that;' if we ask any·thing.a,ccording 
to his will, he.heareth us: and if we know that'he hear 
us,'l what then? I know that I have it. I have the peti­
tion that I desired of Him. "He that believeth on the 

... 
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. . . 
Son ·hath everlasting life.'" .i do not know who' s!,-id it 
first, for'I have heard it attributed to many: "H-a-t-h 
spells 'Got it." "He that belieyeth on the -Son hath ever-
lasting~ life." '. ," 

So-'we .m~y go home rich, as the children of 'God, and 
rejoicing In Him.' Let us pr~y.: . '. 

We thank Theel _ 0 Lord, for this '~gh privilege of access 
to the. Throne of Heaven. We come and bare our hearts be­
fore .Thee.. Thou knowest that ·we· need so many -things and 
warit,.,legitimately want, so .many things th:at we could not. 
enumerate them.' But Thou 'seest the desires of our hearts, 
and. T~oii wilt in 'grace interpr:e~ .them, and' grant them to 
·us according to Thy ·promise. "Bless this simple alphabetical 
·~editition. this mornmg. 'May it make us all a little better: 
Christians;. may it give to every one of us a'little comfort, 
'some assurance, some strengtheni,ng, for the tasks of the 
day, some. help whicn. will enable us tlie' more. perfectly to 
,glorify. Thy NaI,ite, for JeSus' sake, Amen. 

'-,' 

''THE FRAGMENTS' THAT REMAIN" .... 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields , 

Preached 'in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto 
.' .' : ... 'Sunday.:-Even:ing, 'July 5th, 1953 . . 

. _ . '(Electric8IlY 'Recorded) . . 

"When they ,were filled, he s~d unto his disciples, Gather 
up the fragment.\l. that reman~, tha~ nothing be lost." 

, . -.Tohn·6:12.· 
. ". Prayer Berore ,the Sermon 

We come to Thee this evening, 0 Lord, with the words of 
Thy' disciples, addressed to Thee. in . the days of Thy. flesh: 
Lord teach us to pray' ~ not 'merely how to pray,· but to 

. pray. We trus~ that this place this evel\in, is in very truth' 
the house of prayer. -We pray 1;hat·the SPIrit of Truth niay 
so operate upon the hearts and .minds or all Thr people that· 
noW' ",e ~ay really pray together. We read m Thy -Word 
of the 'importance of so prayin~ .that even the unlearned may 
!be ~~le ~o say Amen at our gi"nig of thanks. So help us now 
to JOIn m prayer. . ' . . 

We· would come, 0 Lord, as we must ever come, first'of all 
to present to Thee 'our worship, to 'offer to Thee the sacrifice 
of praise, which is' the fruit of . lips giving thanks to Thy 
name. We do praise Thee with all our hearts for what Thou 
art, ~he God Who kno~1! no variableness; neither shadow of 
~ul'!llng~ the One Who IS the God of ''I;ruth and without in­
Iqwty, J~t and tru~ art Thou. We thank T~ee for this, for 
~at hobness of WhI.ch we ~a,:e he~rd. and of which angels 
SIDg; for ~ou art; hght, and In Thee lS no darkness 'at alL 
We have known what it was to be full of fear as we ap­
p.roached. Thy Throne; we have thought of Thee as thE' great 
and ·terrIble God,. the God Who is a conSuming Fire into 
Whos~ f!-rnul it is a dreadful ~~g to fall for Judgment.' Yet· 
~e ~JOlce that the very .qulihtle~ of Thy bemg which once 

. msplred us to fe~ now fill us WIth hope and with gladness. 
It IS because Thou art just, Thou art righteous Thou art 
true, because Tho~ canst not look.upon iniquity, that we find 
pleasure .and cO~Idence as we come. where Thou art. For 
thoug~ we are smners yet· we have learned' of One Who 
stood·m our room and. stead, upon Whom our chaStisement 
w~ laid, Who, stripe for stripe, endured the punishment 
w~Ich was our due.. So. that thou¥h once Thou wert angry 
WIth us, behold, now. Thme anger IS turned away and Thou 
d«?st. cpmfort us.' Thou hILSt had' Thy way, 0 m~st holy, at 
,Sm~ and at Calvary, and now Thou art able to be just and 
yet the Justifier of him that believeth on Jesus. 0 constrain 
~s, those !>f us who are, Thy children" thii evening to 'come ' 
lust as chIldren to the Father's feet, to prefer our requests 
an~ to o.ffer unto Him praise and thllllksgiving for all Hi~ 
<lOVIng kmdness and His truth. -' 

We do not know how to "pray; we would petition Thee that 
Thou wouldst ~ach us •. We do not know ·for what things 
we f?ught to pray. In.this also' we are dependent unon the 
enligh~nment of the Spirit of Truth. But .we pray Thee to 
gather to~th~J. and· ~rmg into c~ptivity tliis evening all our 
.thoughts ~ tJie obedIence of Chnst, that so our desires may 
be suprem!lly· centred upon H!m. . And if indeed we delight 
ourselve/l In the' Lord He WIll "glve us the desires of our 
he~. I 

. I 
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We "'Pray for those upon wh~m Thou. hast·lavished.perhaps we are. . Some of us can look back over many years and 
some ~pecial gifts. Thou hast~given to them health and praise the Lord that we 'have been sustained amid ad­
strength of bOdy, and soundness of mind, and Thou hast verse circumstances', when all things seemed to be against blessed them with a measure of temporal ~od. Thou hast in 
Thy provid6nce preserved them from evll, and from, those us we had merely to trust, and later learned that all 
things that would afflict ~oth body and soul. We Jlray that things had worked 'together for our gpod. 

· in the midst Of this Thy goodness they may not forget the 
Giver, n~y rather as Thou art good to us all may th~ good- Are any here this evening· in a desert place, anyone 
ness of':'God lead us to repentence, and so make us to feel in very difficult circumstances, lacking apparently in all 
a deep sorrow that we are not worthier of what Thou hast, the supplies ;requisite to a life of comfort and enjoyment. 
done for us and art still dOing. . I" 

~ Some .. perhaps are in the shadows ·this evening. Perhaps And yet if you are a Christian secret springs have been 
the experiences of the past week have cast a long shadow discovered; unanticipated supplies have been brought to 
upon their pathway, Qr· it may, be because of the anxieties your aid; and just as . surely as.· the tnultitudes were 
respecting the things which await them, and which perhaps miraculously fed in the desert, so are we as Christians ·they are able to see in the immediate future. And so they 
find. i~ hard to sing tonight, they find it hard to be 'light- miraculously sustained. Read this story carefuJIy and 
hearted. Help them to cast their burdens upon tbe Lord, you will O'bserve our Lord ;referred to the experience of 
and to ,bear a song away. Why art thou cast down,' 0 my God;s children in the wildernes's,Yv'hen day by day tile 
soul? and why art thou disquieted in 'nIe? hope thou m God: d f H 
for I shall yet_praise him, who is the health of my counten- manna iell. They were sustained by brea rom eaven. 
ance, and'my GQd. .So may we pray; so may' we find in our 'And Jesus said, "Moses gave you not that bread from 
experience that this is. true.· .'. heaven," ~nd later He.said, "I am the bread of life.;' 

It may be' there are some who have never seen with the And, however dry and. dl'Elary and unpromising life's 
eye of faith the Lamb of God. May the scales fall from their h I 
eyes,- as.from the eyes of Saul of Tarsus; give'them a clear prospect may be, and its present stringency per aps, a so, .. 
vision of. Jesus, and of the atonement by blood! and of the yet if we are Christians we have with us the. great 
salvation that is everlasting, and of the promISe. which is Miracle-Worker. ,He comes to"abide, and to do for us 
sure as Jehovah's throne. Help them at this moment even every' day that which apart from Him would be utterly 
to look and live. 

Some must labour for our'comfort even at this hour. Some impossible. /' 
'there' !ill'e who 'make necessary 'journeying possible, some 'Then how often 'in such conditions the Christian finds 
minister in. hospitals; some tender ministeries are ~ercised his relief and even enjoyment brought to him by in8tru­
at sick beds' at home, motherS hear the little children say 

. i their evening prayerS. 0 T.hou ca.n.st look upon us all, and mentalities of weak:n.e8S. I do not wonder that the dis-
put Thine arnjs . about us, and draw us just a little closer ciples' should have 'said, '''Whenc~ shall we buy bread, 
O'Lord to Thy wounded SIde. . . that these may eat?" And by a ;rough estimate they 

We remember mani "Qf Thy servants. We thjnk of our ." h d d rth f b d· t ff' ~rien~ Dr. McIntire in New Zeltland ~day, and ~f Dr; Wilmot sa'Id, Two un re pennywo 0 rea IS no su 1-
,)jack In London,-and of Dr. McCaul In New York, and of the cient for them, that every' one of them may take-a little." 
great number of Pastors who preach t.he glorious gQspel of I think the Lord Jesus must Rave observed to Himself, 
the blessed God tonight. Oh, clothe them with power, aDd "I am not talldng' about giving people a little.." The Lord 

· inspire th'em with the joy of Thy 'salvation as they bid poor does no't conduct a snack..lbar. He will always'nr.ovide sinners come to ·Christ. ' . ~ 
Now in 'this service this evening quiet all our fears, still full-coui-s'e .dinners. He never plans that "everyone 

'our anxieties, take away from, us all apprehension of the may take a little.'" 
future.. Help us to sit ,together in heaveDly places iD" Christ . . ld th t' 
for a little while tonight. So . minister to us" of the things I do not know whether I have ever to you e s ory 
of Christ that we may have a foretaste of 'Heaven, 'and be, - perhaps I have. But years ago when we were going 
,glad, as we shall'be,glad when some day, as w.e have. heard out almos~ every night holding meetings we went to a 
· ~ ev~rqng, we 'sing .r;iemption's st<try' before the Throne place about a' hundred ~iIes north of here. I had three 
of God. " . f' h ·th'· th d . 
He~r 'this our evening prayer fot: the sake of the infinite 'or our .y~u~g pr~ac ers WI "me m e car, an as we 

worthiness of the Lord . Jesus Christ, and answer us since were dnvmg I saId to them, Now let us agree that we 
we present our petit~on in His Name, Amen. .' . will- politely and courteously decline any invitation to 

Few na:r;ratives of the S'cr,ipture are more. famiiiar to entertai~men~ by any. o~ the. friends in this place.': We 
us than, the miraculous feeding 'of five thousand with b'ad no tIm~ for s~pper or dIt.tner, and we were gomg to 
the five. barley loaves and the two small fishes which . hold a meetmg WhICh would hkely be long - there were 
the lad that Andrew discovered supplied. And I sup- several speakers .. And so we agreed ·that on, the way 
pose we have often thought abOut it and talked about back we would fmd some good restaurant and have a 
it, 'and we have read that there were' twelve baskets full good, me~l. So we got to. the place, and it was .late when 
over and above what: they had eaten.. But pave you ever the meetm~ en.~ed., The Pastor. came an,d whIspered to 
stopped to consider why the Lord Jesus said, "Gather up me, a~d saI~, :fIrs. So-and-so IS expectmg 'you at her ~ 
.the fr~gn:J..en,tS,that remain"t~at nothing'be lost." What home •. 1saId,- .We agreed t~~~.we ~ould n?t ~~ay he~e 

" , was done'with the ·fragments that'remained'?, at all, but hasten on our way. ~ut, he saId, s~e wIll 
, , be greatly disappointed if you' do not stay, because I 

" '. . r. ., .. , C,' _ know she has· made preparations. for you,r entertainment. 
Wrapped -up in this ,story th'ere are great principles I do ho.pe that you will not disappoint her." So I whis­

which are not ancient history; they have application to pered to D.lY young brethren, and said, "We shall have 
. the life of every Christian today; for as 'a matter .of to change our plans; we had better go to this friena's 
fact THE LIFE OF EVERY TRUE CHRISTIAN IS A PRODUCT house." So .we went. It was a large hOl,lse, ana on the 
OF TI-:E SUPERNArimAL; it is produced and sustained right of the hallway 'there was a large livingroom, and 
supernaturally. ' there were some things on the table. . Down at the far 

The Christian," finds himself often Z~riofulZy 8U8- end of the . hall was a wash-room to which we were con­
tained where on natural grounds there was no Busten- ducted. We had ,been shaking hands, and like the Phari­
ance, nothing but a desert ah unpromising place; for sees we wanted to wa'sh our hands before meat.· When 
this world is a desert place where there is no spiFitual we gQ't down .there one who could scarcely restrain' his 
food, no ,~piritual sustenance to pe ~d. I Arid yet here Il!.erriment s.aid, "Bre~ren it'is ~llst gingersnaps." That 

.' 
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was all it was. And on such sustenance we were expected 
to inake a two hundred mile journey. I said to them, 
"Never mind, we will find a place where we can get 
something more than gingersnaps ,before we get hbme." 
But we went, and pu't up with the scarcity. 

Now the Lord never serves "just gingersnaps". It 
may be a .desert place, but when He undertakes to provi~e 
even for a multitude He always sees to it that somehow 
or another they are "filled". That is what my text 'says 
- '~they were fHied", they had plenty. I daresay those 
disciples who were the waiters' went about and said, 
"Some more?" "No thank you, I have had ill I can 
eat." And they had. 

There used to be a restaurant in London, and the name 
of the proprietor was Pearse.' The sign over the door 
was "Pearse and Plenty.' As one went in the main door­
way - there was an entrance and an exit - no matter 
how'well proportioned you were, whoever entered faced 
a mirror which made him look li'ke one of PharMh's kine, 
lean and ill-nourished. Every one who entered faced that 
mirror, and shrunk to the propo.riion of a beanstock. 
But' having sat down at,the table of Pears.e and Plenty, 
.and paid his charge, he went out by another door, where 
there was another kind of mirror;'which made hint look 
so broad that· oJe wondered whether he could get out of 
the door. Both cases were optical illusions. But whoever 
comes to the divine restaurant is 'certain to be really 
lean, he gO'e13 out fat and well favoured, for tlie Lord 
always provides plenty. 

But where does He get it? Ah, it is to that I am calling 
your attention. 'Where shall we find bread? Andrew, 
I think was a very observing man, and he appears to have 
obserVed what nobody else did. He said, "There is a 
lad here, which hath five barley.. loaves, and two small 
fishes.!' He had them all counted. I daresay he had 
gone to the' lad and 100'ked into his little basket, and said, 
"What ilave you got there?" He .told him. "How 
many?" "Five." "And the fishe!}?" . "lust two." What 
was the use of that for a multitude? My dear friends 
we are helped ten thou'sand times by the lad with five 

. barley ·lo1i.ves and two fishes. I mean that our help 
comes from the Lord, who exercises His- supernatural 
power,. and often us'es the strangest possilble instrumen­
taliti'es to supply our wants. He uses sou,rces which we 
in our littleness would have regarded with contempt. God 
uses the foolish things of the world to

V 

confound the 
wis'e; the weak things to confound thf;!' mighty; the base 
things of the world, and things which are despised, and 
things which are not to bring to nought things that are. 

When I was· Pastor in London, Ontario, the Lord had 
greatly blessed us; we. )~ad trebled the capacity of the 
'!hurch. And still we were crowded out an hour before 
time. We had made preparation for the installation of 
/I, gallery, 'but it was going to ~ost a . great deal of money. 
The deacons said, "We shall have to go forward with it, 
and get the money from somewher:e." So we haa a busi­
ness meeting of the church, and the deacons made their' 
recommendation that we should proceed -to the further 
enlargement ·and inStall, the .gallery.· There was a cer­
·tain woman, who had spent much of her later life in a 
wheelchair. I do. not knpw what she had, 'but whatever 
it was, it was not only in· her joints· but ·it wa's in her 

. temper. She had an East-windy· sort of voice,· which 
made one shiver just to hear ·the dear soul complain. 
Her husband and· her two daughters were ··Ule:e· minister­
ing angels, :but were never 'a,lble to"satisfy her .. 'She was 

_ .•• l.. .. 

- \ 

always whining. And she was a member of the churCh. 
Perhaps' I.should have whined too if I had had her ail­
ment; I do not know. But· anyway that nIght she was 
bro~ht in,. and was wheeled right up to a place I).ear 
the platform, and there she sat. When the deacons had 
made their recommendation, and one of them had moved 
and the other had . seconded that we proceed at· once, 
and the people were apparently eager to vote, this 
wheezy, East-windy voice spoke up and said, "Pastor, I 
do not agree.", Of course I knew that she would not 
agree, for she never agreed wjth anything or anybody, 
'but I was not sure. she would say so.' But she whined 
away .. a!bout running into debt. "We have got this great 
church now, 'and I don't think it is paild for yet, and 'if 
we incur a further 'debt then where shall we be? The 
Bible says, 'owe no man anything'" Her speech made 

· one think of an uncomfortable March day. And so she 
went on. There was a man there, whom I' could never 
be sure whether he was quite sixteen ounces to the pound 
()r not. He was a peculiar fellow, and I rather thought 
that sometimes he was scarcely responsible. He had 
an unusual name - Vansickle, and somehow 'or another 
I thought it fitted him. He was a teacher in the Sunday 
School, and was a good and godly man, but very odd. 
And when this East-windy lady had finished he arose and 
said, "Pastor may I say a word?" And frankly, under 
my' breath I said, "0 dear, what are we going to have 
now?" Then he spoke. He was the lad, though I did not 
know it, who had five barley loaves and two small fishes. 
He said, "Pastor I love this place, and I think the Lord 
has taught me to love people, and I love to see the people 
gathering. to hear the WOt"d of God. Now," he said, "our 
sister has made the usual mistake." She quoted the 
text, -"Owe no man anythillg." He said, "I know that 
text, but;.. she didn't finish it. She ought to have. con­
tinued, 'Owe no man anything, but to . love one another: 
for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.' Now," 
he said, "I think I can say I love the soul of men, and I 
have come here many an evening a little af'ter six o'clock, 
and I have seen a crowd outside, and couldri't get in 
and they couldn't get in. I think it i's a shame that people 
should be turned away from the house of. God. I believe 

· we ought to go ahead and make ·room for these people, 
and th~ text, 'Owe no man anything' should compel us, 
for we owe these .people room for them to hear the gos­
pel. I support the deacons' motion, and we should p~y 
no attention to' what our sister has said." When he sat 
down the meeting 'applauded, but ndbody else spOke; they 
called, "Question," "Question." I .asked for a standing 
vote, and everybody was on their feet except the dear 
sister: the east wind subsided. If she could have stood 
she would have stood in opposition, but she was in a \ . . 
wheelchair, and for once I w~ not sorry. But you see, 
4elp came from the mo~t unexpected quarter. It would 
never have occurred to me to expect reinforcement from 
that brother. As a Pastor I have s~en that principle 
iUustrated many times. I have sajd, "It -.is no use; what 
can we do?" Arid then som~ little lad, or something, 

'or'sonte one that He may ·be·taken· to represent appeared, 
arid ·the material was put iQto the hands of the great 
·Miracle-WorkeI:, ·and· the situation was saveq... 

Thus the Christian· .is upheld by many weak instru­
ments, and the cause of Christ is furthered, and the 

· pleasure' of .the LOrd prospers in His hand. For it is 
the Lord~s pleasure' to use· the weak things of the world 

·to confound th~ mighty. "Therefore down with paper and 
.p~ncil ina difficult .situation and·try to·strike. a balance 

, 
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and estimate what resources are available for a certain 
thing. Our Lord may ask us questions, but He always 
knows what He will do. ' 
, Thus the Christian find,s plenty in poverty. In strin­
'gent cir~um.stances, not know~ng which way to turn per­
haps, somehow or another the little' is multiplied into 
much, and that which was our poverif' becomes our 
plenty. And 'in the end we are filled. But that is not my 
tert. ' 

II. 
, I must now say that EVERY SUCH LIFE Is ENRICHED 
By <AN UNUSED 'SURPLUS OR 'SURPLUSES OF 'SUPERNATURAL 
PRODUCTION. What did they do with the twel'\l'e baskets 
full that remained over and a;bove that which supplied 
their hunger? We are to gather up the fragments that 
remain. Do you know anything about the fragments? 
Have y:ou any l'emaining fr.agments round, about the 
desert place , after you have been satisfied?1 Wh'at do you 

, do with them? 'Pay no attention to them? God's, grace 
always supplies something over and above that which 
we actually need. I repeat what Philip said, "That 
everyone of them may take a little." The Lord Jesus 
in thought said, "I am not talking about a little." He 
said, "'Whence shall we buy bread?" and, they! did nqt 
know, but the text says, "For",he himself 'knew wha,t he 
would do." He always does; He is, never at His wit's 
and. And grace abounds toward, thOse who need it. 
And so the Lord not only satisfie~" bJlt 't,here is fa,r more 
a:t the end than in the beginning, and He does always 
more a:bove and beyond the requi.rementS of the p~enL, 
There is always bread enough and to spare not only in 
the Father"s house, but among the hired servants whose 
wages lle pays. TheY,are never half starved. He always 
sees to-it that there is something left over. , 

During the first war I was in a restaurant one evening 
with five f.riends in Paris, France. Three were se!lted 
on one side of the table, and three on th~ other. Any-' 
thing "sweet was very scarce, an~ so when the meal was 
served, - I forget what sort of a, dessert we had, or 
whether we had 'anything else 'Qut these, but ,I relI}einber 
there were seven little tarts, with a little ~it o.f jel!y or 
something in the middle of them. They w,ere not paz:­
ticulady promising except' that ~hen you' hadn't any­
thing 'sweet you 'would 'be glad to have a look a:t them 
anyhow. So the plate was pl!.~sed, and, we, ea,ch took one. 

, After ,that, down at one end of the ta'ble there was a 
,plate with that solitary' little tart on it; 'and I think 
nearly all eyes we,re focus,ed on it. N?'body really want~d 
to 'be impolite enough to tl;lke it, but at.1ast one m.aIl:, sit­
ting be~ide me and in toe cqrner, said,"l:f nobody, ,wants 
that lop-elY! tart down thete you migh~ pass ~t up." Really 
everyone wanted it. But it was P!lssed up, an4 he too~ 
the plate, and said to the Irian opposite, '''Perhaps Y01:l 
would like it, would you?" '"Thanks," he said, "I wiII." 

, And he took it! ,"But there was DO'thing to'spa..re. It was 
not a meai fo'r anY'body. 'That is life where there is i'lo 

'one to work a miracle." ' ' 
, 'But that is n'ot how the ':r.ord: treats those who trust 
in Him, but'there is always' something leftover; Prob­
ably no one would have , known there 'were fragmerits re­
maining, 'had not 'the LOrd commanded they be gathered 
'up: ThUS,' often we see the mirac'le' but in p~,rt. 'What 
, are we going to do with these elements of life> that 'are 
the products of oilr superriatural experiences'? We may 
'weil ponder the question. .." ' ' " ' '," 

Moreover, the Christian is ofteilsurprised 'by the super­
'natuti.u 'r~sidu~ of -his C?Wn reso~rce8,: 'He, s'aY6~ ::"1 'had . . .... -, ... .;. . ... 

so mu«h," and he counts it over and says,' "'I have more 
than I had at the beginning. There is no lad here, it 
is just what I have myself, and that is all I can see any­
where. I could, see that it was enough to go around just 
for myself. But when the feast is over, on reckoning up 
what remained, ,behold I find I have plenty." Yes: "There 
is that scattereth and yet increaseth; and. there is that 
withhold~th more than is meet and it tendeth to poverty." 

Do you ever think of David? When he saw that great 
giant and volunteered to bring him down, he refused 
Saul's a..rmour, and took hts sling and went down to the 
,broo~. He very carefully selected "five smooth stones" 
out of the brook. M'ayibe he said, "I don't know how 
many stones it will take to bring that giant down; -
maybe I shall need them all, so' I had better take five 
along. I may have to hit him more ,than once." So he 
tQok five st6'n~s out ot'the ;broo'k. You know how the giant 
boasted, and how this ruddy youth took the one stone 
,and put it in' his sling, swung it around his head, and 
then let, it go.. And down went the giant with just one 
blow. Why? J think the Lord sa.d, "David, you, did not 
need to bring' five stones; one would have been quite 
enough." He ,guided the missile. And one i!3 quite 
enoilgh to bring the biggest giant.on earth down'.when 
God uses the sling. , God, has pity on OUF little faith. 
We are always trying to make assurance doubly sure, 
and taking ,our five stones' from the brodIe .. You know 
that is "why some people do not give to the ~rd's cause. 
Do you know why? They are "getting ready for a rainy 

, day;" they seem to be buying umbre'llas all the time; get-
, ting ,ready for a rainy day, and piling up something"for , 
some emergency that perhaps will never come. But if 

:we are what we ought to he, and trust God as we ought 
to trust, we shall find our own-limited resources so multi-' 
plied that we shall have more than enough for the task 
in hand. ' 

And so ve& often we may feel - I hope we do feel ~ 
unfit for our job. I am a little suspicious of people who 
seem equal to anything and everything. I have heard ~he 
story of a young preacher who announced his. text with 
grea't, assuranc!'!: '~M'arIs: the perfect man" and beholq the 
upright: ,for the .ena ,of that man is peace," And he 
.preach~d as th9ugh he thought he were th,e exemplifica­
tion' of, his ' text. But, as a certain man I used ,to kn!>w 
use~ to say, "he wea'JteJ;led, down", and by the time he 
got to the end 'of the serrpon th'e~e was not much. He 

"came d'own f.roin the. pulpit with 'bowed head, and, appar­
ently, with, hJimbled, spirit. There ~as an old preacher' 
in the congregation Who greeted him, and said, "Young 
m~n, if you pad' gon~, into -the pulpit' as you came put' 
at i,t,' yoil wo.ul~ have come out, as you went' in." "God 
resisteph the proud, but'giyeth grace unto the hum:ble." " 

And so we ,may be glad when we find that our ap­
pointed sphere of labour is' a desert, p'lace. I ,~ave' met 
many ministers in my time who have said, "Bu't ybu know 
'my situation' is peculiarly difficult:'" 'I can 'only 'reply; 
"~So is' mi"ne." So is every other minister's I ever heard 
of. I t is always difficult; -what else do you expect? It 
is a desert pla'ce - th&:t is where we Ii'ave' to w.ork, but, 
th~Lord win :delight 'to multiply our strength. And 
W-hen we get through we may! be surp'rised ourselves at 
what we' have left over and above what was' necessary 

'-!o.r t~e ~~med:i,a:t~ task; At ,l,ea,st ~here is a residue of 
experIence of' God's wonder-workmg grace, and that 
should 'be' laid up in inenio~'s storehouse for' future 
emergencies. 
, ,T~l,l~' amid the gr~atest sca,rcities of eart~ tbe' believer 
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is supernaturally -furnished with surpluses. He may 
Have almost nothing in the morning, and iIi the evening 
finds himself enriched by some new experience of the 

. wonders>of grace. i . , 
lIr. ' 

it by the hair into the presence of the ki~g. ' ,T~at is what 
he did with the fragments that remained. , 

We too are invited to the desert. How did they get 
there ? Jesus said, "I am going to, a 'desert; you had bet­
ter come along." "Come ye yourselves' apart into a 
desert place, .~d rest a while." They might have said, 

What a're we to do with this surplus?' That is the "Not a desert, Lord; let us see i,f we cannot find some' 
point. , Jesus said, "Gather up the fragments that re- comfo,rtable place." . There was a mountain there 'on the 
main, that nothing ,be lost." GOD NEVER SUPERNATUR- edge of the desert, and the people discovered where He 

, ALLY PR9VIDES, ArnmNG To BE 'LoST OR SQUANDERED. was and thronged to Him: 'And the desert place became 
- He has aI). eye to the fragments' that reIl\.ain. Grace is the theatre 'of one of the mightiest of God's miracles. 

designe~ to' make us frugal' not prodigal. Be carefu.} Do not be afraid: of the desert, place; do not be afraid to, 
what you do with God's miraculous, bounty. Whether it 'accept the Lord's invitation. He has got something in 
b~, a s'urpl~s of material. g09ds, or a s~.J'Plus of grace, store for you. Sometimes I wonder, frankly, now some 
whate..ver it .may be, "if He has given you more than o~ my brother min~sters read thei·r Bible. So many of 
enough ,for, you.r· immediate requirements, there'is sure them seem to think that the proper thing is to get a 
to be something co~ing, which you may not see, and comfortable 'place, and sit down. as though life were 
you will need the surplus by 'and by. 'As in Joseph's time, merely a long picnic. "Bring me that; "Bring me that." 
occasions' of plen'ty fol.oweci" days of dearth. It is not. "We'll have a morning service, 'but we'll close up iIi the 
d,oubt, but the wisdom' and prudence of faith which 'builds evening. It is too hot." I wonder what preachers are 
storehouses of memory for: the fragnlents that remain. doing nowad'ays? Why ~ do not these Sunday ~ncers quit, 
,Then life for'the Chr.istian 1ViU'.ibe permanently en,riched ' and go an~ get .a real job somewhere, if that is their 

; by'the accumulated ,surpluses of' grace. You remember' measure. "But it is so hard." Of course it is .• You 
how the Psalmist said, "Because thou hast been my help, have been chosen for the hard places. That is where_ 
therefore in the sha.dow (j,f thy wings will I rejoice." I God waits to work His miracles. 

-love the Lord, because he hath heard my. voice' and my -I do not knoW'what was done with the twelve baskets 
sunplications ... therefore. will I call upon hi~ as long as full, of fragments, do you? But 1,1cnow they were not 

,I Uv~." ;My dear friends, you po not need to rea'd books Zo,st" because the Lord ,saw to that. We live under a 
about miracles -if yo Ii , are' a Christian. It 'is of course Divine eConomy, ,and the things that enter into Ufe are 
:~en enough,to read them, and to profit by' others', ex- Providentially designed to make us grow and ,become 
periences 8S we).! as your 'own. 'but your w\lole life, if strong.' I knew a young man,once who went around the 
you are a Christian, is a record of miracles. You haye world on'thirty-six cents, as thirigs were reckoned then. ' 
'only to draw on your memories, and the goodness of God He was an Australian, and: he shipped at Sydney, or" 
in you.r yesterdays; to be nerved for the battles Qf today. somewhere in 'Australia, as a steward. He had'in his 

I refer to David again. He had five stones from the pocket thirty-six cents. He made his way to England, 
brook. bui" he had more than th,at. He went to battle and served as, a waiter there, and after a whUe he ship­
with the P.',il:mt with a surplus of more than the four extra ped as a waiter again on a trans-Atlantic vesset He 

, stones .. Where did he get 'it? In the wilderness, keeping' came to New York. and worked in New York.for a while, 
his father's sheen. He slew the lion and the bear, and then ,he went to Chica~o" and entered an educational in­
after he had delivered the hlmb from its natural enemy stitution, and worked his way through and w8:Sgradu­
he looked at the dead carcass. and I. think he said, "It ated. 'Then he went to preach. He came to London, and 

, 'wasn't so :hard, after. all. r didn't think I could 00 it so he-was lookin~ for a place of service. We had just formed' 
easily. But I must not forget the Lord delivered me out, a ~hurch of a little mission which w~ had established some 
of the: jaw -of the lion, and out of the ,paw of the' bear. years before, and .so I arranged for Mm to preach, there. 
I will just stow it away, write.it down ion the book of my He preached in the morning, and' the people were de­
remembrance. I will tak~ care of that· surplus, I will li~hted., They said, ''Will you be our Pastor,?," He said, 
~ather up the fragments tbat remain; maY' be I will.need "Yes." ''When can you come?'" He .said, "Tonight." 
them one .of .these days.'! Oh. :how he needed them when And he began tonight. In a little while he doubled and 

. he went out against the J!'iant! He was well sUlmlied, trebled and quad,rupled the Sunday 'School. You could 
and with a'memory of Divine d~iiverance he was able to put that man in any, situation:' He was like men whom 
say'. "'the Lord',that delivered,me out of , the paw pf the I have seen in,England tied up with- rODeS, and challeng-· 
lion, and out of the naw of the bear, he will deliver me ing anybody t, so tie them up th~t they could not get 
out of the hand of this Philistine." The giant held the loose. I have seen them tied, and have seen them wriggle 
man With' the divine surplus' in -contempt. He' was a away, until somehow or another' th'ey get out of the 

",lad ·only. :And he said, "Am I a dog, th,i1t thou comest to' ropes. 'That young, fellow· could get out of anything, 
me ,with 'staves ' •.. Come ,to me. and I will give thy honestly. He was one of the finest Christian men {I 
flesh unto'tHe fowls of· tbe:iir." .You remember David's ever knew, but he h'ad ,been in so many desert places, and, 

, ,answer. He, said, "Thou cOIJ)e'~t to me with ,a sword, had had his needs supplied so often by the Lord, that he 
, and with a 'spear. and,with a shield: but I come to Jhee: never questioned-as -t9 what was coming o;p. the morrow. ' 

in the name, of the LOrd of, hosts" ... this day will the "I'll go, yes" I'll do any'thin~." And the Lord always 
ixlrd', deliv~r thee into mine hand.", 'Where did h-e learn honoured him. 'That is life. That is why the Lord brings 
it? 'In the desert place. How did he fight? He fed his us into the~ experiences. "-
soul on' the' fragments that" remained' from the earlier I was with a yOung man, in Fort Worth last week, the 
victories; " 4nd, wb~n, he h~dlaid the giant 10w'l c~n see successor to. Dr. J. Frank Norris - only twenty-five 
him tugging' at the' g.iant~s great sword, an~ pulling it years of, age.: ~nd some men have not ,recovered, from " 
out onts scaM>ar~ .. and then ,anast, perhaps using: both _their disappointment that they' were not chosen in his 
'hand$, Sev.ering ih~' champion's head, and coming holding stead" and they have 'been having a. trying time there., . . . . 

I 
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It is a great church, with great congregations; I spent Egyptians dead upqn the seashore' too, And Elisha in, 
the days and nights with· him, and I said, "Brother, 'you Doth'an, and his servant saying, "Alas, my master! how 
thank God for ,every diffi~ult job you have., That is how shall we do? The Syrians are 'like grasshoppers all 
men are made. You- cannot hope'to ;be a real man of "around us.". And with perfect 'calmness the proph~t 
God if yoy do not live.in ~ desert place." You remember. prayed, "Lord, I pray 'thee, open his eyes, that he may 
what Jesus said: ''What went ye out into the'wilderness ,see." And He opened his eyes, and the mountains were 
to see? A reed shaken with the win'd.? But what went full of horses and chariots of fire round a!bout Elisha. 
¥e out for to see? A man clothed in soft'raiment?" He I have said to them; ,"Would you deny that ,miracle? 
said, "You will not find men of that sort out in the wil- .An I can tell you is that·1 have 'seEm, those horses 'and 
derne~s; you will find them in 'a king's palace, clothed chariots of God myself. Many a time} have had a ride 
with purple and fine linen." "But what went ye out for in one of them." And Nebuchadnezzar's furnace? An 
to see? A propp-et? yea, I say unto you, a.nd more than a awful thing. Some man says, ,iThey were v~ry heroic, 
prophet,. • . among them that are born of. women there ,weren~t they ~ I wouldn't mind going .. in myself if I 
hath not risen a greater than John the- Baptist." Where, could, be sure of coming out." But they were not sure. 
do you find hIm? In the wilderness.. Wher-e, ~o you find They said, "'Our God is able to deliver us, a~d He will 
God's men and God's women today? W~tho,ut the camp, deliver us out of thy.hand in some way" we do not know 
'bearing His reproach That is where men are grown - how, but if not we will not worship the image which thou 
in the desert place. What feeds th~m?, The surpluses of ' hast set up. We defy the greatest monarch in the,world', 
their yesterdays, plus the speciiI grace of today. " 'because we have a greater above the world. And they 

H61/,ce we must regard the desert as the locale,' the caine out wi'thout a smell-of fire upon them." .. 
8Pf}ciaU.1/' selected place where "God will .show His power. My dear friend-s, that is what God wants us to do -
Therefore nothing should 'be lost of our experience of to trust Him in such a way that we shall be constantly' \ 
the supernatural. . A few years ago I ,travelled a great an'd continually brought' into situationswh_ere .there is 
deal. I do not travel much now, only.. a flight now and no help for us at all, but in God. Then He ,will s~ow 
then. But then, I was eight hours a day on the train, His power~ And every-victory should make us a little 
travelling about fifty thousaD'd miles ,a year, carrying stronger and a ,little more con~ident. What, do we care 
on my work here and all ~ver the ~ontinent at the same. anyhowr This is our song: ' .. 
time:. I have met with h~ndreds of ministers, and I . "I kn~ not where His islands lift 
give this .,testimony. . I have said to them, "The super-' , 

.. natural in. 'the Bible is no problem· to me at all; it does '!'heir fronded- palms in air; 
'I 'only know I cannot drift 

not 'present the slightest difficulty. Y~u talk to me, Beyond His love and care.'" 
about· the Red Sea, a'nd Pharaoh's horses and chariots, 
~ 'I have' been through it myself, and I have seen the 'May the Lord bless us every o'ne. , 

, ' 

Chapter XxxnI in the History of the Battle for the Bible Among 
. Baptists of' Ontario and Quebec 

By Dr. T. T. Shields 

-
A1 THE IConvention' held in Temple 'Baptist 'Church, 

,To-ronto, and after Jarvis 'St. had been declared in­
eligible to send delegates; it 'appears that certain com-' 
'munications were read by Rev. G. W. 'Allen, and referred 
to the Execut.ive' Committe'e. We can find no 'record in 
the Minutes of what those communications were; 'but a 
·resolution of the Executive Committee 'was 'presented by 
the 'Secretary to the 'Convention, according to the Minutes 
4S ,recorded on p~ge fif.ty~ne of the_1927 Year 'Book: 

"The ,Secretary presented the following resolution of 
the Executive 'Committee"in reply,to the communications 
read ,by Rev. G. W. Allen,and referred to the',Committee: 

Your Executive :hav.e' consiaered: the c'hallenge signed 
and presented !by certain individual delegates demand­
ing that action be. taken to treat each of ,the churches 
which they represent, as the Convention,. by resolution, 
has, treated Jaz:vis Street Church. . 

We recomm'end that no action be taken at the present 
time. . ' 
" (1) . Because this Convention 'Cannot recognize the right 

, of delegates to present such a challenge without proper 
authorization from the churches ,of' which they are ,mem­
'bel"~, and' also ,because we feel that it is not the desire 
of, me Convention to exclude 'any clturches from this 

, 'Convention With which it may be possible to maintain 

" 

I .. 

a ,basis of sympathetic co-operation in the purposes for 
which the 'Convention is organized. 

'We 'Would also recommend that the attention' of the 
churches Ibe called ,to the fact that the resolution passed 
on October 13th declares that, in tihe iudgment of this 
'Convention, the churches which have by resolution or., 
otherwise identified'themselves with the ol"ganization 
calling itself THE REGULAR BAPTIST MISSIONARY 
AND EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY of Canada are con­
sidered as ibeing not in liarmonr with the work and o'b­
jects of the Convention of Onta.'no and Quebec. 

The Convention invites the churches to determine their 
course of action in the li'ght of the resolution of October 
13th; and assures ',them that if they desire to, maintain 
their' proper status in the Convention their co-operation 
will be welcome. ' 

We also recommend that the Convention Executive be 
aSked to further consider the status of any churches·' 

I which, notwithstanding,the said resolution, may continue 
to identify themselves with or support the said organiza­

,tion, and report at the next meeting of the Convention 
any action which seems necessary in the interests of this 
'Convention. , 

Rev. C. R. Duncan moved itsado~tion and Rev. H. E.' 
,Stillwell seconded the ,motion. Carned. 

'it should be no'ted~ in reference to the foregoing resolu­
, tion· that all the churches· from which communications 

': 
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had been receiv~'d, were just as much involved in THE We now 'quote from THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS of March 
, RoE'GULAR M'JlSlSlIONARY AND EDUOATmNAL SO- 31, 1927: .. ' . 

CIE'TY as Jarvis Street. It really was not a Jarvis "Street . DR. ·C. J. HOLM'AN"S,ISTATEM'ENT 
organization, nor did the Pastor of Jarvis 8t. originate (The following. article was sent us for presentation 
it. Of course all the world knows that it was the old before the Private "Bills Committee, but the Committee 
story over again. No matter how Haman triumphed, or would l~ten to no discussion of religious prinoiples, and 
was honoured - but no, let us tell it in the words of the . we were therefore unable to present it. But it ought to 
Boo'k itself. be read by ~ptists everywhere.-Ed. "Witness") 

'.VO THE HONOURABLE THE MEMBERS OF TH'E 
Then went Haman fortli that day. joyful and with a PRIV kTE HILUS CO'MiMl.TTEE: 

glad heart: 'but when Haman saw Mordecai in the king's As the only surviviJl!g executor of the late 'Senator Mc-

f
galtel 'ft~~1. he ~:tood nC?t u

t
P
M
' nrd0r .m.ovNed f0rtrhhlim, 'Hhe was Master, the Founder of McMaster University, I submit my 

u 0 .mulgna~Ion agams '0 ecal. eve e ess aman protest against the passing of the proposed act to amend 
refrained himself: and when he 'came home, he sent and 

.. called for !his friends, and Zeresh' 'his wife. And' Haman the Act of -Incorporation of the_Baptist Convention of On-
told them of the glory of 'his riches, and the multitude tario and QUeibec. . 

. of 'his children, and all the things wherein the king had That Act provides: . 
promoted ,him, and how h~ 'had advanced him above the _ "That each Regular Baptist Church within the limits 
princes and servants of the king. Hama.I\. said more- of the said Provinces (Ontario and Quebec) shaH Ibe en-
over, Yea, Esther· the queen did let no man come in titled to· !lend ... delegates to the Assembly.to ,be called 
with the king unto the ,banquet that she. had' prepared The 'Baptist Convention of Ontario and Quebec." 
but myself; and to .morrow am I in~ited unto her also That Act has been in force for thirty-eight years. 
with the king. Yet all this availeth me nothing, so long The circumstances leadiIlj' up to the present application to 
IllS I see !Mordecai the Jew.sitting at the icing's gate. Parliament a~ that during a period of the last one and one-
Then said Zeres'h his wife and all his friends unto him, half years 'seriQus objection 'has been raised in the churches 

· Let a gallows 'be made 'of fifty cu'bits high, and to mor- to the appointment and retention on the Theological Faculty 
row speak thou unto the king that Mordecai may be of the University of a 'Professor whom these churches claim 
hanged thereon: then go thou in merrily with the king to be a flagrant 'Modernist in his theological views. In my 
unto the ·banquet. And the thing ,pleased' Haman; and he opinion the charge is ~ amply established ,by the utterances 
caused the ga1l9ws. to be made. of the 'Professor. . 

At the convention held In October last. in Toronto, the ap­
· As a matter of fact, the passion of these Modernists pointmentand retention of tnat Professor and his views were 

for their modernistic 'philosophy was secondary to their approved ;by a m~j?rity of the delegates. .' . 
satanic·.hatred of the man who had stripped :the mask At that conventIon 259.delegates voted m'protest agamst 

.' . . I h' 'b' . thIS departure from the fruth. 
from theIr face~. It w:as agamst one .man a I. t eI~ I~-. Church after church has, 'by resolution, protested against 
terness was 'chiefly dIrected. Notwlthstandmg, It IS the appointment and retention of this Professor. These 
worth studying the above resolution. What place has churches feel deeply on the subject. They refuse to approve 
such a declaration in any Christian assembly and espe- of d~tru"ctive, critical teachin'g ~n t~e University. They re-
· '. ;. h ' I gard It as a menace to. the denomInatIonal work. ,/ 

.ClaIly m an assembly of BaptIsts,. w 0 call themse ves That University was founded !by Senator MdMaster and 
the freest pepple in the world? Perhaps it is not to be to that University Senator ·McMaster 'gave well-nigh one 
wondered a.t that, under such continuous threats,' "the million doHars.· , 
children of Ephraim ,being armed and carrying bows, In the making of ~he University I was in close. t?uch with 

. ' ,,' Mr. M'dMaster and WIth all that led up to the obtammg of the 
turned 'bac~ m the day of battle . Charter. I well know 'his theological position. I personally 

Poor Dr. John McNeill, who had not a . logical hair on drafted the. ,Charter of the University. Senator McMaster's 
his head and even less logic inside of it tried to defend !ll0ving thought was to esta.'b.lis~ a Christian schoo~ of .learn-
th C 

' t' , th d th' t II th B mg for the advancement .of-his own, the denOmInatIOn of 
· e onven I?n s course o~ . ~ gz:oun. . a. a 0 er ~p- Regular Baptists. There were two things Mr. iMcMaster 

bst ConventIons had a Sl"mllar provIsIon to that WhICh anxiously sought to provide for (1) to secure the institution 
they proposed in their constitutional Amendment. to the Regular Baptist denomination for aH time, and (2) to 
_ 'G . . M h '31 b . keep the institution free from destructive criticism. 
· In THE OSPEL WITNESS of .arc: st, 1927, we pu - . By the action of Senator McMast~r in founding the Uni-

hshed a letter from Dr. C. J. Holman. Dr. Holman was versity the control of the Univel"Sity and'its endowments and 
an eminent lawyer, a K.,C., and he was one of the Execu- teaching were entrusted to the denomination of Regular Ba.p­
tors of Senator M'cMast~r's will, and in conjunction with tist!!, an~ each year, since its establishment, the. report ·of.thE! . 
D' D E Th K C 'hI f th d'" t Uruversity has 'been ,brought before the conventIOn for yearly · r. . . . omson, :., responsl ,e or e a mmlS ra- review, and the election of Governors has taiken place .. 
tIon of the estate whIch ·became the' endowment of Mc- What is now the theological department of the University 
Master University. Dr. 'Holman was on the Board of was estabHshed anq in operat:ion before ,his death. In the 
(jovernors of McMaster University for many years. His deed conveying the land on which the University buildings 

'f b f h . ..,. P··· I f M It now stand, 'great care was taken to safeg1,lard the nature of 
WI ~, ,e, ore er ma~rlage was Y'lce-. rmCIpa o. ou on the teaching, and Mr. MclMaster inserted in the deed a care-
Ladles College,. WhIch was a BaptIst academIC depart- fully prepared statement of faith, a 'copy of which is hereto 
ment, really, of McMaster University. attached: that deed. sets forth the trust upon which the 

D H I t
· t did' h property was given, and this trust was by express terms con-

· r. 0 man wro ~ a grea ea. urmg t e controversy, tinued in the act of incorporation of the University. 
an~ ·we would remmd our readers that we are not now Dr. John Harvard Castle, the first head of the theological 
wri:ting a novel, or a mere entertaining story: we are faculty, in his first report referred to this statement of faith 
writing history; and some day, after the day of Goa's as "a ~?st accurate and: admira~le summary". adding: the~e 

· 't t· . h \ . I h . . words, If the property IS ever diverted from Its use It WIll 
VI.SI a lon, w e!l sweep~ng revlva as ?rought the not ,be for- lack of the most precise safeguards that 'legal 
churches back to the :"falth once for all dehvered to the talent can devise." . 
sain'ts," as I believe will 'be true, it may he tha't some Destructive criticism of the Bi,ble now called' Mod'ernism 
interested graduates of McMaster University will choose had, i.n Mr. MclMaster's lifetime, _ raised its .head and to it 
~ 'th' ·th . f th' M t ' .,' he was strongly opposed. He. was ever fearful lest it might 
~or. ell~ eSls or ell' as e.r s or Doctor s degree, find an a'b~ding. place. in the theo~ogical department iW'hich he 
a hIstory of _Th~ ·Great ContentIon .. If and when they 'had founded. . . . '. . 
do, they will have authenti'c historical da'ta at their ,hands . .gen~~or l\fdM~ter was a strong Fundamentalist; he be­
in thiswo,rk which will 'be published 'in volume form as hev~ In ~e :Blble. thro101gh and through, in i~s inspiration 
. n as eomp"leted . .' and ~ntegrIty,. and he was an out and out· BaptIst, a Regular 
BOO • . BSlPtlSt. -. 

, 

, 
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The theological views of th€:se protesting' churches are in 
accord with the 'statement of faith contained in the deed. of 
the UJiivel'sity property and consequently with the weH­
known views of Mr. Q\:'I"cMaster. There are no more loyal 
Bap"£ists than these protestiIl!g churches, arid none more de­
voted to Missionary and Educational work; they stand in 
the fore-front for Evangelism and none seek more earnestly 
to advance the Baptist cause in two Provinces. They stand 
for the age-long, faith of Baptists; 'they stand for keeping 
faith with the Founder. They regard Modernism as a menace 
'and nothing 'but a menace and that unrestrained, it would 
destroy the whole denomination. ' 

.The .statutory right to a seat in the convention is~not based 
on any money contrilbution. The one qualification is that the 
delegates are elected by Regular 'Baptist Churches; there is 
no power in the convention to assess the tOhurches; the 
churches are a:bsolutely independent of each other and have 
aI-ways lieen so. The individual churches are, and always 
have been, free to contribute their money to any object or 
cause in which they have confidence, denominationa:l or other­
wise, -little or much, as they see fit. . . 

The nature and character of the tel!oChing that the students 
for the Ministry receive are vital, to the future of the de­
nominational worK at home or in the 'Mission fields a!broad. 
Each Regular Baptist Church is entitled to question any 
teaching of the University Faculty that it may consider 
wrong, and if faithful to its trust adopt all lawful means 
to effect a remedy. . 

Some of these protesting churches, !being opposed as they' 
are, to Destructive Criticism pf the Bilble,· have not only 
voiced their protest but have ·given that protest practical form 
by refusing to make any. offering to the University or any 
Board of the convention supporting the retention of the Pro­
fessor in question until this is remedied; some of these 
churches to offset the inroads of !Modernism 'have associated 
themselves toge'ther, as is their right, to 'Sa'Ve the denomina­
tion from the effect of such· wrong.iul teaching, and are d'e-

, voting their offerings fo'r the time" being to the support of 
.Baptist Mission work and Educational work that is free from 
MOdernism. That is their undoubted right. They do it in 
no spirit of opposition 'but to serve the hig-hest and 'best in­
terests of the denomination and to keep faith with the 
Founder. The day that Modernism is eliminated from the 
University and the Mission Boards supporting the eame and 
assurance ·given that it is ,permanently eliminated these 
churches will rally. enthusiastically to their support. 

·Senator M'dMaster -was a Regular Baptist and entrusted 
the control of the 'Universitr, to the denomination of Regular 
Baptists. The meaning of ' Regular Baptists" is well under­
stood; it was defined !by the. Baptist convention ':seventy-four 
years ago as meaning "churches whic'h restrict their com­
munion to baptized believers". In ·ilie deed conveying the 
land upon which the University tbuildings now stand Mr. 
McMaster himself defined the meaning Iby declaring that 

. the property was for the educational work "in connection 
with the Regular Baptist denomination whereby is intended 
Regular Baptist Churches ex.clusively composed of persons 
who have been baptized upon a .personal confession 'of~their 
faith holding" the doctrines and· the statement of faith hereto 
atta'ched, whic'h declared among other things that "immersion 
in the name of the Father, Son and Holy tSpirit is the only 
gospel baptism, that parties so baptized are alone entitled to 
~ommunion at the Loz:d's Ta:ble." T.he Charter of the Uni­
versity prO'Vides that no person shall.be eligi:ble for election 
to the Board of Governbl"s or Senate, or for the position of 
Professor, who is not a member of a Regular Baptist <Church. 
No~withstanding ·the express terms of the -Statute the new 
PrOfessor was placed upon the Theologica:l Faculty, though 
he was not a Regular Ba'Ptist. He came from the Pastorate 
of an Open ·Communion. tChurch in England, and has himself 
'declared, some months after entering upon the work here, 
that he had no sympathy with strict communion, which lat­
ter is essential to being a Re'gular Ba'Ptist. Many of the' 
delegates at the last con'Vention came from 'churches which 
are not Regular BilJptist Churches because they do not re­
strict 'their ~ommunion. to. baptiz«:d believem and delegates 
~rom such 'Cliurches .formed a cons~de.raJble part of the major­
lty at that conventlon. That maJority also secured a large 
number of proxies and' it is this majority which is now seek" 
i-ng power to exclude the minor~ty by resolution. . 

Because churches make their protestt !believing that if Mod­
ernism is 'permitted in the theological faculty, it would work 
ruIn to the denomination, and' refuse to make collection of 

funds for the support of ·that which Is a menace to the work, 
Parliament is now asked to give authority to a three-fifths 
majority to refuse representation' to . all or any of these 
churches by simply declaring that in the opinion of· this 
majority "the conduct and attitude of that partieular church 
is not in harmony with the wOl"k and o'bjects of the conven" 
tion" and therelby deprive churches of their statutory right 
to have .part in the election' of the Governors of the Uni­
versity .and in. the 'control of its teaching, and iii. the ad­
ministration of its prope:rty. Where would it, end? The 
three-fifths majority _obtainable at any convention, where the 
issue is hotly contested, could tpass a vote that in the opin,ion 
of that majority "the conduct and attitude" of the churches 
formiIltg' the minority wer.e not in harmony with the work and 
objects of the said convention, and 'then and there, as the pro­
posed BiH provides, tum the delegates out of that very ·meet­
ing immediately upon paoSSing the resolution; and then at an­
other time another majority would dispose of their minority 
in like manner, and so on. Wihat 'W9uld !be the saviIllg rem­
nant to care for the 'great trust which Senator McMaster 
created? . 

, The convention is very uncertai·n in its "make-up". If con­
vened in the Eastern part of its constituency it is very dif­
ferently constituted than if convened in the Western part. 
Delegates from churches in the vicinity of the place of meet­
ing are present in larg.er numbers than from churohes further 
away. If held at Toronto, ·where the last convention was 
held, it is largely dominated by the University influence. 
Owing to the changeable character .of its membership what 
might 'be passed, if held at one place, ,mig-ht not pass if the 
convention were held at some other tplace. 

The con'Vention Is not a social clUb where the personal 
equation would' form a factor. To this denomination was 
given a great trust in the University and its property, and 
all the Regular ·Baptist tChurches by express statutory provi­
·sion have a right to a voice and vote in controlling the teach­
ing, the election of Governors, and the administration of its 
properties. The University is to have the counsel of them 
all. . -

No business concern having property interestS of, say,. a 
million dollars, or- any other sum, would have power given to 
a majority at a shareholders' meeting to crush out the rights 
of the minority by resolution, and to deprive the minori&y 
of any say in the administration of its affairs. .'Su~h would 
be a case of rank injustice and without. precedent. 

Wlhat is asked here would be a dangerous power to be 
given to any Body. At ... the last convention a samJile was 
given of what such a majority would do. The "conduct and 
attitude" of these favouring the retention of the Professor 
in question was most reprehensible. The policy of this ma- . 
jority <j»ring the year preceding convention was of reducing 
the issue to 'personalities instead of meeting the issue fairly. 
While at the convention those supporting the retention of, the 
Professor 'were afforded a most respectful hearing ·and at 
great length, no fair hearing and not sufficient time were . 
given to the Fundamentalists; some of their speakers could 
not get a hearing at all, and most of their speakers who did 
get a chance 011 the ·platform were "heckled and hooted" as 
if by a preconcerted plan, and the motion endorsing the Pro­
fessor was railroaded' through the convention 'by a majority. 

The whole issue has 'been !beclouded iby personal attacks. 
One of the protesting churches is·Jarvis 'Street Churcli, Tor­
onto, of which· church Senator !McMaster was a member'up to 
the time of his death. That church stands to-day as it stood 
in Mr .• !McMaster's lifetime and as it has always stood, for 
the infalliibility of the BjoJ~le and consequently loyal to the. 
statement of faith which is set out in the Trust Deed of the 
University property_ 'That' church has voiced" its 'Protest 
against Modernism in the .theoloigical faculty, as was its right. 
Upon the Pastor of that church a relentless personal attack 
has tbeen made tbecause he dared to question the teaching· at 
the University, and tbecause he stood fQr keeping faith with 
its foundel'_ T,hat church to-day led by the Pastor with its 
positive message, has thecome the lal"gest· in the whole de-. 
nomination. The petitioners seek, Iby the proposed' Bill; to 
penalize that church with others for the ,s'tand it has -taken, 
and to deprive it of any seat in the convention or any voice 
in the administl'ation of the institution which ·was founded 
and endo\ved,tby one of its own members, Senator !McMaster. 

The Baptist denom~nation is not like' many ecclesiastical 
bodies. ·There is not, and never has 'been, any central au­
thority in any convention or chu;rch court .. Bap'tists have ever 
protested against coercion 'by ·State. orOhureh. Here 'W~ 

~ . 
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have the anomaly'that a group in the ~aptist Body .seeks. to' . whi~!ll is .b~ihg nursed. by the present dominant ~oup .in . 
sh':lt out anot~er. group from an~ pa~ In the ~dm1mstrat!on the Baptist 'Convention of Ontario and Quebec to exclude 
of the trust 1~c1de!lt to the Umvers1~y an~ 1.ts prop.ert1es. from the Convention any of the minority element .. they 
Such a proceedi~g IS opposed 1:0 iBaptist pnnClples and tra- d . t· t'd' f' . 
ditions and utterly un-British. . eSlre 0 ge rIO. . 

Christian' education, the continent over, is facing a crisis The dominant element has obtai~ed from the· Parlia-
and as never 'before the University J)eeds the counsel of all ment an Act empowering a three-fifths majority at the 
th~ ~h~e3. ~ere may the differences o! 0l?in~on on Q1;1estions Convention to exclude from the Convention any churches 
an~Ing; .that IS to ',be expected, and 18 mCldent to eve~ which, in the opinion of .. the three-fifths major.ity, "Me 
delIberating body. . . t f h' . 'th' h' db' t f' th C 

'I -submit that the authorities of MCMaster University are OU? armo~y .WI t ~ alms an 0 Jec s.o e on-
proceedinJr in this mat~r in shameful dis~gard of the trusts ven~Io.n": ThIS act does n~t .. ~ecome operatIve, h?weve~, 
upon -whiCh they receIved large benefaction from Senator until 1't IS made so bya maJorIty vote of' th~ ~aptist Con­
McMaster, and are seeking pow,:r w!rlch woul~ en~ble them vention of Ontario and Quebec .. But, the ~ct was secured 
to permanently entrench M~errusm In the Uruvers1ty. ' hy elements frOIn the dominant group within ~e Con--

So strong II: ~ent~18t ~as the late Senator M~aster vention with the idea that properly empowered' ,by ilie' that I have no hesItation In saYIng that haa he foreseen. what . . , •... _. . . 
has taken place in the last two years' he would not. have Stat~, they wo~ld be able to put theIr proposItion across 
given one dollar to the institution.' .. 'in the Convention itself. - . 

. ·Mr· McMasters voice is now ~ilent in' the grave and I .. We have for Canadian !Baptists the :tljghest· considera~ 
'!Vould Ibe recreant to t:he tl1lBt which Mr. !McMaster rel'<?sed tion and esteem. We hold them in the same esteem and 
m me as an Executor if I did not protest. . h'ch h . f' 'all th B t' t b d' d 

I submit that the preamble has not Ibeen proved.. There respect w 1 we ~ve o.r 0 er ap IS .. ~ .lf~S, an . 
was not and is not any reasonable doubt as to the convention· WhICh .we all apprecIate· on th~ part of .Baptists In other· 
p'assing all proper resolutions under·ihe Act,as it now.stands. bodies for our own great Batist. group in -the South. We 
The ()o.!!ven~i~n has acted for thirty-e.ight years IijId it has are discussing the pro.posed action among 'Canadian Bilp- . 
proved suff1Clen~ .for all purposes _untIl the pre~enta~~mpt tists without any disposition unduly· to interfere. with 
18 made to depnve particular churches of theIr' ,Statutory .. ..' . :--. . .' . 
'right to 'be represented 'at. the convention by delegates be- theIr Internal hfe.' We would be far from woundIng our 
~ause those churches differed with any particular poli~Y.of brethren 'by unkind l'emarks. We are discussing jt "be­
:the majority. I submit,that the propos~ A~en~~e~t. should cause the_.present propos~tion ~h~ul~ it become·~ffective, 
be refu;lle!i and the present A~t, which IS Qwte Blifi1<;leZ\t, be would destroy a fun.da$eIltal pr.mclple of ·Bap~Ists. We' 
left as It·18. d' "t ,.i· tho f rth th t th d' ••. CHARLES J. HOLMAN. are ISCUSSIng 1 ~or e u er ,reason· a e IVlslon· 

" out of ·which this propositioll was Ibo'rn as a stratagem of . 
lt will be observed 'by the black ty;pe introdiiCiio~ to . war, is over "the question whe.ther or not the :tra~itional 

this letter that The Private Bills Committee would list~.n faith of l'egular Baptists is to be sacredly:~pheld ana. 
to no discussion Qf religious principles, and, .~herefore, taught in ·an. educational institu.tion whiCh, -by itschar;'-. 
we were 'not permitted to present Dr. Holman's state- ter, ~s given to· Baptists to tea'Ch and conserve their. 
ment. . . . . '. , .' .. :.:....... . historic faith. ' 
.. But Dr. 'Ho.lman was not alone in his opinion of the Concerning ,both . th~se questions, whetheJ;' they a:t;ise 
proposed action. We print 'again an edito~ial :e'!.om. T1!-e among Baptists.in England, or Europe, or'·Canada, or the 
Western Recorde.r, of Louisville, KY.i as reproduced -in Northern-organization of the'United States, or the'South­
our issue of Sept .. 8th, 1927, and edited ;~y Dr. Victor I. ern organization, there is no.t.only a ,right, ibut a~ obliga­
Masters. We hope to .be aible to include in a later chap- tion on th\ part of any Baptist publicist: who 'wants to· 
ter the pamphlet to which Dr. M'asters here refers; but deal fairly and honestly with an intellige~t Baptist con- _ 
we. puhlish Dr. Masters' article to show- how the Editor stituency that trusts him, that he should discUss:them in 
of probably the greatest of all Southern ·Baptist .. papers . a .way to inform his readers of the·truth ... _ -.' ::.' . . 
viewed the action of 'The Convention of Ontario and Western Recorder r.ea!iers who study even that small 
Quebec ~. "'. - proportion of. the pamphlet:' of Dr.' Holm~n.· which W~ 

AN UNBAPTISTIC PROPOSAL IN CANADA reproduce, will, we' think, be forced to the' conclusion 
The following article is taken from ''The Western thatl'McMaster University 'has indeed departed- from the 

Recorder", of ·Louisville. Ky., of September 1st, and is by . faith of Baptists' to which it was sacredly/committed by 
the pen of Dr. Victor I. Masters, the Editor. His i-efer- its charter. That it might smile upon~he.new·I?hilosophy, \. 
ence in the 'first pafagraph is' to a front-page' article of .... Modernism, and give it-countenan'ce and. h. arborage; consisting of ~xeerpts. from a pamphlet by Dr. 'C. J.' • 

.. 

Holman entitled "Wrecking the Baptist Denominati~n". allowing it the privilege of propagandizing through' the 
We have quoted from this article in the sermon appear- class rooms o.f the institution, ijle instituti9n' has be,:, ._ 
ing in this issue. It may be doubted whether anyone trayed inspir,ed Bible teachings as hald by aU .true Bap-
knows the history of Southern Baptists particularlY, and tists. There has been a deal of 'l'uInor to this' effect. ' of tire Baptists of the world generally, more thoroughly . 

1-

'.-

.' . ... ,. 

than Dr. Masters. The article prjtves beyond perad- As usual in such ,cases,- the rumor has ~lso .b~!en h~te!lly." :. 
venture that the passage of the amending Bill for the denied. But the direct testimony given'. by professors .in ., .. 
Constitution of the Ontario and Quebec 'COnvention was .McMaster University, as quoted by Dr. Holman, together .-

. .. ,. , 

secured by the grossest misrepresentation on the part of with' his own hi.ghly competent testimoriy, seemS'to leave 
Drs. H. P. Whid'den and Joh~LMacNeill in their state-

. ments before the Private Bills Committee at Ottawa. . no vesti'ge of doubt. . . . 
This matter is fully discussed in th'e address of last SlIn- Southern Baptists will ~e' grieved a~d shocked at th~ 
day evening published elsewhere in this issue.-Editor proposal of thEt m~jor~'t.y· 'gr'Qup In the 'C@adian.Co.nven- . ' 
of THE GOSPEL WITNESS. . tion to arm themselves witli power to exclude" from repro-,' 
A careful perusal of the arUcIe by Dr. Holman begin- sentation in that Convention any minority, -however 

.ning on page 3 of this paper, will suggest to the reader Iarge,.·wherev~r- the:maj.ori.ty, can manage to muster.a < 
that the conflict between Mo.dernists and regular Bap- . three-fifths Vo.te. to . put: them _ out; It will be s!!en that .... 
tists in Canada has reached the point of desperation. Of . the only requisite to the exclusion of the of~enders,. as 
particular interest,. because of its bearing on the tradi- provi'ded in the Ac.t.s of,PMliament, is that they shall have 
tional Baptist principle of liberty, is the propositIon displeased the three-fifths. majority to 'the extent th~t 

.', 
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the three-fifths majority want to get rid of them. Essen- secure 'a majority victory as to. commit hari-bri. But 
, tially that' is what it means. ' They can apparently, put despite the possibility at any ti"me- of any Baptist body in 
them out for anything., If any su~ proposition was ever, the United States voting suCh an indefensible,rule, it has 
before seriously ma4e, in any Baptist ,body in the world never entl;lred· the mind of any Baptist group ev~n in the 
we have never read of- it. In the South where Southern heat of the:bitterest partisanship to ma'ke such a 'mock of 
wh~te ,Baptists and Negro Baptists together number the Baptist principle of democracy. ' 
more than seven millions w~ h~ve never even heard, We hope arid. believe that on sober second thought the 
proposed any such high-handed, ruthless, pl'ocedure to friends of 'McM'aster University, and still more the states­
give con~ol tQ a majority'either in a church, or within manship of ,Canadian' Baptists' at iarge which looks for 
any other BaptiSt organization' - district association, the ·future usefulness' of Baptists in 'Canada, will refuse 
state convention, or South-wi4e convention. to effectuate the proposed regulation. Doubtless this 

The Southern Baptist Convention has successfully legislative instrument can be used to drive out of the 
passe~ c~rtain "anxious periods of divisive ~is'Cussion ,dur-' ~onvention ~hurches or individ~als whom the drivers find 
ing the last few years. The division was marked on' ,It h~rd to bend Qi' break to theIr course. But even if the 
more thaIl'one occasion and in hot a few quarters a feel- ' would-be, drivers should be right in their contention on 
'ing of partisanship existed. 'F.ellowship and confidence , the dispute4 -points and tQe would-be driven were wrong, 
were, imperilled. But; it never' once entered the- mind for "~ ~apti,st Convention to secure the ends desired' by 
of.any Baptist in'the s,?ut!t that ,it was p~sible, or even those who in.a given s~ssion ma~ m!1ster a majorit~ vote 
thmkable, that a majority would fortify themselves by a regulatIon by which a three~fIfths vote can sIlence 
against a minority, in the Convention by voting itself ?~positi0l:l ~y; throwin.g it, out of" the 'Conventi~n, is an 
power to kick out the minority or its leaders, bec~use, Irregul~r and IndefenSIble procedure among 'BaptIsts .. 
forsooth, in its opposition to the judgment of the mao' 'I.., THIS COURSE I'S .NCTUALLY 'PUT INTO 
j~rity t~e,;~inority ap~~c;I ,to be "out ?f ~~rmony EF.F.:m-qr AMP"NG BA~PTJiSTS - EITHER IN CAN­
Wlth'the alms and objects of the Convent~on - that' ADA OR, ELSEWHERE - IT OBVIOUSLY MEAN'S 
is, out of h,armot:ly With what the majority might find' THE SPLIT AND WRECKING OF.-THE DENOMI-NA­
it expedient to declare to be "the aims and objects of "TION. AND 'THOSE WHO 'EFFE:CTUATE, SUCH A 
the Convention". _, REGULATION WILL BE IN THE UNBIASED lUDG ... 
, The 'reader of Dr. Holman's utterance will have little' MENT OF ALL BAPTIS'TS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 

difficulty,·in arriving at the real purpose of the proposed ,WRECI{AIGE. ' ~ '.,. 
action. "Dr. Holman declares tliat the proposition neve~ DR. T. B. McDORMAN» - ATTENTION PLE'.NSE! 

. was thought of" until the'discussion arose within the Con- ," 
'vention,pro and con concerning Modernism, ,this discussion Our:readers'will remember that D'r. M'cDormand, Sec-
carryiilg with it on one side the allegation of an unhappy retary of 'fhe, Convention of Ontario and Que'bec wrote 
tendency within McMaster University to 'g~ve comfort an article in The Maritime Baptist, entitled, "The Trag­
to the "new liberty" 'Claim by Modernism.. edy 0/ Schism", in which, at least ,by, ,implication, he 
, Dr. Holman, eloquendy cteclares, that, ,the proposition ,blam,ed me for splitting the Baptist Convention. I ,be-

lieve thpse who have read these chapters will agree that 
~ tO,exclude the troublesome minority never arose in,con- it was the great enemy of all truth, who made use of 

nection with worldliness in the ,Churches, or in connec- 'Mode~ists as his tool!!" who was throughout determined 
tion with ·card playing, theatres; dancing, smoking, etc., to split the Baptist Denomin-ation. But for Dr.' McDor:" 
in lax chUrches, or in CQlmection with Churches_ that mand's ,information we repeat the, last para'graph of Dr. -
believe in or practice.open communion or the new de- Masters' editorial: ' , 
vice for betraying~ord~rliness and faith called "inc~usive '''IF THI'S CO~SE ]S A1CTUAlJLY PUT INTO 
membership". So far as the whole'setting of the'present EFFEOT ,AMONG BAPTISm ..... EITHER IN 
action is concerned/messengers from all such churches 'CANADA OR ELSEWHERE _ IT OBVIOUSLY 
as these Will be warmly welc~med., "ME'ANS THE 'SPLIT AND WRECKING OF THE 

BUT---'G'OD 'SAVE THE MARK! - A WEAPON IS DENOMINATION. AND THOSE W1iI0 EFFEC-
SOUGHT TO EX'CLUDE 'CHURCHES THAT 'STAND 'TUATE SUiCH A REGULATION WILL 'BE IN 
FOR AN INERRANT GOSPEL, BE'CAUSE TH;EY THE UNBIASED JUDGMENT OF ALL BAP-

'DARE TO OBJECT TO MODERNISTIC TEACIDNGS 'Trs'DS RE'SPONSIBLE FOR, THE WRECKAGE." 
IN ,THEIR- GREAT INFLUENTIAL' UNIVERSITY, . ',., , 
AND DESPITE ITS GREATNESS AND PRE'STIGE 

, DARE TO EXPRESS THEIR OPPOSITION AND 
ALSO DARE TO REFUSE TO SUPPORT ANY MIS­
SION BOARD THAT DE'F.ENDS OR WINKlS AT SUCH 
TEAlCHINO. ' ..: 

We agree ~ith Dr. Holman that it is a Ulne for deep 
and hear,t-searching prayer- and meditation. It is hard 
for us to believe that the maj«>rity in the Baptist CQn­
vention of, Ontario-and ,Quebec' will be blind enough to 
the Sacred Bapt'ist principle of democracy and of fair 
play for it to seek to make effective' the right given it by 
the iegislative Act which some Canadian Baptists have 
secured from, the State for that purpose. Such a legis­
lative act would nQt hav.e been necessary in the United 
States, if ~y Baptjst Convention desired so much to 

WE ARE NOT ALONE IN OUR SUPPORT 
" OF SYNGMAN RHEE, ' 

General James A. Van Fleet, retired Eighth Army' 
Commander in Korea, is reported to_have said l"ecently 
in Washington: , , 

"Syngman Rhee's stand for unification of all Korea , 
- shows a stamina, patriotism, and love of freedom in a 

pattern all the world should follow." 
... Obvibusly, 'therefore" G~neral Van Fleet would be in 

lIubstaptial agreeme~t with General MacArthur. These 
generals on the field, who know the sUuation firsthand, 
'if ieft alone, would have settled the Korean trouble long 
'ago; hu·t their hands ,were tied, and their purpOses 
thwarted by pettifogging little politicians at Washington. 

, I 
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WHY TIlE TII)JONE IS PROTESTANT 
And Why It Should Be So Preserved 

Prize Essay by L. M. Hopkins 

. \ 

logi~l in a Chul"cn which 'ciaims to he the "Mother and 
Mistress" of all others, and out of which there is no 
salvation. Before, however, further pursuing Rome's 
diplomatic activities and their impact on democracy, the 
nature and v~Iidity of her spiritual claims must be ex­
amined. Do they accord with the faith "which was once 
delivered unto the saints," and the religion which our 
Gracious Sovereign is pledged.to defend? 

Following the unconstitutional and disastro:us reign of 
James II, who -ignored his Coronation Oath and made 
strenuous attempts -to re-esta:blish Papal' supremacy in 
Britain, in 1689 the Bill of Rights and Act of Set~lement 
was enacted stating: "And whereas it hath been found 
by experience that it is inconsistent with the' safety and Roman Accretions 
welfare of this Protestant Kingdom to be goyerned by Denying the right of Private Judgment, the' Papacy 
a Popish Prince or ibY' any King or Queen marrying. a claims 'infallibility in matters of faith and morals, al­
Papist ... Every .person Who is or shall be reconciled to,. though the Scripture nowhere intimates the appointment 
or shall have communion with, th'e 'See or Church of of any infallible ecclesiastical authority. Papal Infalli­
Rome, or shall marry a Papist, shall be excluded and be ;biIity is first mentioned in a- forged ietter made use of­
forever incapa!ble to inherit, possess, or enjoy 'the Crown by Felix I in the ninth century, and only from 1870, 
or "Government of this Realm ·and Ireland, and in every . after considerable chicanery and bitter division within 
such case the people of . these Realms shall be and are .. the Roman· Communion, has it been decreed an article 
hereby released' of their allegiance." This succintly ex- of :belief necessary for salvaJion. . 
plains why the British Throne is Protestb/f/;t, 'and why In l:56~, the 'Creed of Pius IV, which was repud.iated 
such should be preserved. I by the Churches of IGree~e, Asia, Russia, and the. Re-

'Lest, - however, it Ibe postulated that the pendulum formed ·Churches, added twelve new articles to. the old 
swung ·unduly, or that analogous' cond.itions no longer creed of the ancient 'Catholic Church. -These mediaeval 
e~ist, it is essential carefully and impartially to examine accretions included five new ""Sacraments"; an involved 
the :history, claims and declared aims of the Cl:lUrch of. doctrine of Justification by. Faith and Works; Tran­
Rome. Only thus will it 'be possible fully to realize the . substantiation; Purgatory; Invocation of Saints; Venera­
vital importance of British' sovereigns continuing to tion' of Images and Relics; a declaration of Roman 
d'eclare: "I do sdlemnly, and in ·the presence of.God pro- Supremacy, and that the Bis'hop of Rome is "successor 
fess, testify and declare that I am a·faithful Protestant, to ,St. Peter, Prince of t-he Apostles, and Vicar of Jesus' 
and that "I wiU, according to the true intent of the enact- Christ." 'Transubstantiation, upon which. the doctrine of 
ments . which secul'e' the Protestant succession to' the the Mass is founded,..J..s first traced in the nint~ cen-· 
Throne of my ·Realm, uphold ~nd .maintain tile said enact- tury writings of Paschasius Rad:bertus. Promulgated in· 
ments to the best of my power, according to law." .' 121"5, it accord:s mythical, miraculous powers exclusively 

I • to the Roman priesthood. The national Ch1,!rch, of which 
our· beloved Queen is Head;" condemns Transubstantia­
tion· 'as . "repugnant to the plain words of "Scripture" 
'(,Article 28), and the sacrifice of Masses as "blasphe.mous 
fables and dangerous deCeits" (Article 31). other Rom­
anist doctrines and superstitions, which have no 'Scrip­
tural sanction but· are unmistakably identifiable with 
pagan practic~s, are also condemned by the 39 Articles, 
which proclaim Justification by Faith, and affirm that 
"Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salva­
tion." 

Totalitarian Aims 
. Unique as a politico-religious totalitarianism, the. 

Papacy sends 'both ecclesiastical' and . diplomatic repre­
senfatives to practically every country in the world. This 
comhination affords opportunities for ,an almost un­
rivalled intelligeD'ce. service centred in Ronie. An abso­
lute monarch, the Pope claims to be Christ's Viceregent 
on earth, ISupreme Pontiff, infamble when' speaking ell: I 

cathedra, and a temporal sovereign from whom all others 
derive their titles and authority. He' is assisted by a 
Secretary of 'State, whose 'duties correspond with those 
of a prime' ministez: and foreign seeretary; the Sacred 
College of "Card'inals, in which Italians preponderate; and 
high ecclesiastics (usually cardinals) presiding over a 
dozen ":Congregations", which approximate,to ministries 
in a secular state. 

Whepever possible, P~pal diplomats try to conclude a 
Concordat ·with a coun.try so that, in return for support 
of the Government, special privileges are granted to the 
Roman Catholic Church.. When a treaty proves imprac­
ticable, a modus 'Vivendi is attempted. The' ultimate 
Papal goal is complete supremacy for Romanism, control 
of education and censorship of the Press. Significantly 
Monsignor Ronald Knox (The Belief o{Catholics) writes: 
.. .'. . when we demand Uberty in the' modern State, we 
are appealing to its own principles not ours." Immensely. 
wealthy, the' Vatican command:s vast and diverse forces, 
including' the powerful religio\ls orders, foremost amongst 
whom are the notorious Jesuits. All good RomaniCatholic 
laymen also owe ,blind allegiance to' their "Chilrch, and 
are organized in Catholic Action, which seeks to infiltrate. 
every political and -inteIlec~ual sphere. Such action is 

, < 

False Foundations, 
. 'The Papacy 'claims that her bi~hops only are in the 

· Apostolic ';Succession and can validly ,consecrate: her 
priests alone can grant or refuse absolution. These arro­
gated powers are ,enhanced by the borrowed and lucrative 
pagan ·invention of purgatory, the creation of what has 
been termed "an artificial tariff with 'God," and by 
auricular confession, admitted by the canonised doctor 
Li'guori himself to :be a potential source Of moral danger 
to pries~ and penitent alike. . 

Now the Papacy claims to be the sole arbiter of Scrip­
ture,' basing her interpretation "according to the unani­
mous cons'ent of the Fathers", yet .her claim to supremacy 

· ultimately depend's solely upon an alibitrary interpreta­
tion of.a single text, "Thou art Peter" (Matt 16:18), 
a!bout .which the Fathers held most divergent opinions. 

· There is no evidence whatsoever that St. Peter was ever 
Bishop of Rome, and Scripture nowhere designates him 
"Prince of the Apostles". The power of the keys -is re­
served to Christ,alone ('Rev. 3:7) .. As late as 595, Greg­
ory the Great expressly denoun'Ced the title "universal 
Bish~p", and long before the Western Reformation, the 

• 
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older Eastern 'Church had rejected Rom~n claims to 
suprem.acy. 

According to .Lecky, "In the first two centuries of the 
Chl'istian ,Ohurch the moral elevation .was extremely 
iJigh ... " Then a depression set in until "In th.e seventh 
century the Church had relapsed into the semblance of 
Paganism" (Gibbon). .Professor Salmon records that 
"Roman claims have principally taken their .growth out of 
two forgeries.". The pseudo-iClementine literature started 
the. idea of . St. Peter's Roman bis.hopric. The ~alse 
"Decretals of Isidore" (9th 'Century) containing numer­
ous interpoiations and forged do'cuments purporting to 
be letters and decrees of early popes furnishing prece­
dents, were used to lay the foundations of Papal absolu­
tism. The whole fabric .of Roman Canon Law is based 
on these' spurious letters ~hich were uridisputed: for seven 
centuries. Thus· could the Roman 'Catholic historian, 
Lord Acton, say: "The passage from the 'CatholicisIIi of 
the Fathers to. tha~ of .the modern popes wasaceomplished 
by wilful falsehood." . 

UnreliabJe Guide 
.C~msequently' it is not surprising to find the .Papacy, 

which places her authority before that of Scripture, an 
unrelia'ble and uncerta,in guide. For two centuries the 
heliocentri'c theory.. of the universe was prohibited be­
cause "infallible". Rome misinterpreted Scripture. There 
is "one mediator between God and man", says St. Paul 
Rome has interposed innumeralble' mediators. Her chief 
mediatrix is the Virgin Mary, whom she has unscriptur­
ally exalted to a position practically an!ilogous to that 
held by the pagan Queen of Heaven. Priests are foz:­
bidden to marry. Servi~es are celebrated i.n "an· unknown 
tongue". A" pope decreed that only 'a part of Sunday 
need Ibe- kept holy, with· calamitous .. results .. The great 
moral theologian, Liguori ~ to whose everY wr~tten word 
Rome has given her approval - ~ac1ies that oaths may 
be dispensed <by ecclesiasti~al superiors. 

According to the Doctrine of Development ~ an ea.rly 
heresy refuted :by Irenaeus ·b.ut popularized by Newma~ 

. - there is theoreti'cally no end to new dogmas in which 
Rome may prescribe belief as necessary for salvation .. 
And no Romanist can be sure of the validity of any sacra­
ment, no priest of his ordinati9n, since his church teaches 
that the sacrament is not formed without the intenthm 
of the minister, and "no one can see the intention of 
another" (Cardinal Bellarmi~e). Despite all this, Rome 
p~etends' that but for her Britain would have been pagan. 
What are the facts il ./ 

o~ Papal bulls proclaimed. similar principles. Mean­
while, the Papacy was slaughtering hundreds of thou­
sands of Cliristians in Europe. .Corrupt and degraded, 
she resisted all attempts at reform; but, following on . 
the Renaissance 'and spread of learning westwards, de­
spite all the anathemas of the despotic !See; the Bible 
was published in the vernacular, and the Reformation 
ensued. . 

In the counterblast, dUl'ing Mary Tudor's five years' 
reign, n~arly 3flO British martyrs perished .at the stake. 
Elizabeth I· was excommunicated by Pius V, who ab­
solved her subjects from their allegiance, and the 'Public 
Records Office contains"accounts of numerous Papal plo~. 
against the Realm extending into the reign of ICharles II. 
St. Bartholomew's Massacre and the Spanish Armada 
were followed by the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes. 
F-iendish massacres of I.rish Protestants took place in 

· 1640~4!2. Numerous Scottish Covenanters suffered 
martyrdom. The principles of persecution have remained 
unreproved by the [.,,;dell: Ewpurgatorius, .and their mod-

> ern application is instanced by the atr~ities committe~ 
in connection with the forcible conversions of Orthodox 
Serbs' during the Pavelic regime, and by the persecutions' 
of Protestants in Colo~bia and Spain. 

Defender of the Faith . 
Consistently inimical to democracy, liberty of con­

science and peace, twentieth century Vatican policy cre­
ates a tragic misconception of true Christianity; while" 
the Papacy's inability to subscribe to Atlantic Charter 
freedoms ,renders her a poor ally against Communism, 
which flourishes in Romanist dominated countries, where 
illiteracy rates are··high and living conditions low. Rome 
was closely associated with Eire's defe'ction, and with 
dis~oyalty in Quebec. Her collaboration with Japan syn­
chronized with the first international Fascist crime,' the 
seizure of Manchuria. With her help MUflsolini climbed 
to' power, .ra·p~ Abyssinia and invaded' Albania. She' 
supported Franco and the ·Spanish Civil War;' helped 
'Hitler "to power, and plot"ted for the "betrayal of Austria . 
LQyalty to the Vatican w~s the primary cause of Petain'.s·· 
treachery .. How truly Gladstone said: "No one can be- . 
come"her (Rome's) convert without renouncing his moral. 
and mental f.reedom and placing his civil loyalty and 

, duty at the mercy of another."! 4> / 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second has many 
loyal Roman Catholic sU1bjects, but Rome still considers' 

· Britain the centre of a "poisonous heresy" - Protestan-
· tism, and is disloyal to .the Bible, which Queen Victoria 

The Faith in Britain . described Ets "the secret of Britain's greatness." Provi-
. :It is evident from Clement, Irenaeus, Tertullian, Lac- . dentially, and by virtue of the Protestant succession, at 
tantius and other ear~y Fathers, that a wave of ·Chris- her cOronat~on ou,r Gracious Queen and Defender of the 
tiimity reached these 'shores in ·Apostolic 'or su.b-Apos- . Faith affirmatively protests her adherence to the Scrip­
tolic times. I In the sixth century, Columba brought an- tural and primitive character of the estalblished church, 

.,other wave from lona, and when Augustine arrived (597) : and negatively protes.ts that'''the Bishop of Rome hath 
he found a comparatively virile Church with seven 'bish- no jurisdiction in this Realm of England." She will also 
ops. Two years after Augustine's death some hundreds . accept ~'the most preCious thing this world affords"-a: 
of monks were massacred at Bangor for refusing to sU<b- Bi:ble. \ . . 
mit to Roman supremacy, under which the British Chuol'ch God Save the Queen and preserve the. Protestant 
was not·placed ,qntil 644. lllven. then she retained con- Throne! 

,. siderable independence until long after the Norman 
Conquest. . . 

·Ever the enemy of Freedom, the Papacy supportec:t 
King John against the Barons, and anathematised Magna 
Charta. In 1216, Honorius HI published a 'bull approv­
ing the extermination of her¢;ica. Subsequently numer-

-Th~ Churchman's Magazine. 
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Salt :Sea. as ~t is called,' a distance' of· about twenty miles. 
Grace is ever generous; there is always bread enough and to 
spare in the ,Fathers house (Luke 15:17; John 6:12, 13)~ 

The priests were to stand firm on the dry ground until all 
·Lesson 3 '., ,July 19, 1953 the people passe4 over (Josh. 4:18). 'I'hey had led the w~y, ---....:.------.....;:.--"'l"'""-------:--- Ibut a,fterwa,rQs they must act as a rear guard. 'They 'became 

. .' OL;lVE L. CLARK. ph.D. (Tor_.) a protection ~o the people bef,?re and behind; they compass~" 
___________ ~----...;.---.:'~.' __ Israel, even as the cloud and pIllar hail done (Exod. 23:20-23) • 

. ' RAC' E 'AT JORDAN . The Lord will guide and protect His children ('Ps~ 34:7;,91: 
I .- THE MI ,L. ...P ULlsa. 63:9). , " ' . . .. ' 

Lesson TeXt: Joshua 3:7-17. ,~. ".r,ue Lord opened a way through, the flood'-waters for His 
GJ.lden Text: ''Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of - people; in order that all th~ earth 'might have· evidence of His 

. a good courage' be not afraid miither"be thou dismayed: for ,power ,and glor,y (Exod. 14:31; Josh. 4:23,.24; Ezek.,20:9)._ 
thle Lord thy ,God·is with the~ wliithersoever thou goeSt."- To Israel the mIracle was of deep significance, since it proved 
Jdshua 1:9. . . . " . 'that the livipg G~ was' among them (:peut. 5:26; Hos. 1:10; 

I .' , , \ Matt. 16:16). This assurance brought them courage to face 
1.IThe PromISe of the Lord Surveyed~ verses 7-13 ' the enemies of the Lord and to subdue them·in His name 

j!J.'he River Jordan, the barrier which separated ~e people (~att. 28:28). . 
of,l God from the Promised Land, is frequently considered as , DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
a,:~oeticsymbol of death, which is the gate of entrance for July 13-The 'Memorial 'Stones in J.9rdan Josh. 4:1-9 
CHristians into the land of light and glorY. In- Scripture, July'l4-The Waters of Jordan _ Josh. 4:10-18 
however; the crossing of the Jordan River is rather an illllS-' July l~The Lord M8.gnified·at·Jordan __ . , Josh. 4:19-24 
tration of· the crisis 'of the ·Christian when he leaves ,behind July 16-El~ah at Jordan I Kings 17:1-7 
him the self-life of fruitless wanaering in the wilderness, July 17-EliJah ·and Elisha at Jordan _ 2· Kings ,2:1-15 
8D4 steps, out by faith inj;o the p~ace ~f conquest and victory July ls.-Naaman at Jordan _ 2 Kings 5:9-14. 
(Ro11\. 7; 8; 1· Cor., 10:1:"14; H~. 3:7-19; 4:1-11).' July I!J-:..The Swelling of Jordan _ 'Jer. 12:1-6 

The passage of the ,Israelites through the Red Se~ marked 
their lilbetation·from the ,bondage of l:gypt (Exod. 14:13-~1)" ,-- SUGGESTED 'HYMNS 

. - and corresponds to the ~perienc~ of conv!!rsion, ~hile .. the On J:ordan's ,stormy banks I sfand .. -I've. reached the land 
crossing of the Jordan was .the fU"S~~ m the vIctonous of corn arid wine. When all my labours and trials are o'er. 

, conquest of the land of their inherit , and it corresponds Forward be our watchword. Onward, Christian soldiers. 
to the Christian's Consecration to· God. The experiences of Fight the good fi~ht. 
the children, of Israel illustrate the elements of 'success which -------
are involved in that dedication of himself to' the Lord, whi,* 
is the duty of every Christian. ., , . -

The children of Israel spent three days in the vicinity of 
£he,Jordan River,. while Joshua prepared them for the'won­
ders which God would do among them. The time sRent in 
quiet meditation !Uld prayer 'before the Lord ·will fortify:one 
for the great experiences of life (Luke 6:12, 13); anel guard 
h.im from the, mistakes made by .impulsive persons !Who act 
without due deliberatioli. . , .-. . 

The Israelites were to move only when directed 'by the Lord 
(1I4umif. 10:33' Deut. 1:33). The ark; carried by the priests· 
(Deut. 31 :9, 25),.would go before the, people, symbolizing the 
pr,esence of God, just as the cloud and pillar of fire did in the 

· wilderness (Exod. 14:19,20). Self-directed service" carried on 
. in the energy' 'of' the flesh, rather' than in the power of· the 
"Holy Spirit, ,\;ViII be.in.vain (John 21:3; RoIJl.8:5). . , 
· The people must show reverence for the holy ark ~f God 
al!d not aPllroach too· near (Exod. 3 :5; Josh,' 5:15). ,The serv­
ant of the Lord must approach Him. in the' spirit of humility 

'and Godly fear; realizing his oWJ1, ,utter helplessness and con-
· sequent depend~ce upon the,Lord. We 'have not passed-this 

way before; the road before us is new and untried, but the 
Lord has promised to ... go before. us (Deut. 31:6; John 10:4). 

Only the pure in'heart shall see, God· (Psa. 24:4; ,Matt. 5:8; 
lJeb. 12:14) •. Hence, separation from all known sin is an 
essential preparation for ·the service of God (2 Cor. 6 :14-18; 
7:1; 2 Tim. 2:19). - , 

Joshua assured the people 'by the word of the Lord that 
they would 'be victorious, if they would fulfil the conditions' 
set forth. They 'must trust and obey. The conditions for vic­

, tory over the world, the fleSh and the Devil are the same to­
day (1 John 5:4 5). . 
II. The Power'of the Lord Displayed: verses 14-17 

The people' moved fl'om their tents ,to cross the Jordan. 
They left the' comforts of ease when they started for the open 
roil.d and the battle-field. They must I)e ready to face toil, 
hardship, pain and sorrow (Reb. 13:13). . 

Nothing unusual, happen~, until, the priests who 'bore the 
·ark dippoo: their feet iifthe waters of the Jordan·. This was a 
'venture of faith, and the miracle was performed only when 
the priests, the representatives of all Israel, went forward in 
complete confidence that the Lord. would perform His word 
(EXOd. 14:15; Josh.·l :3; 2 Kings 5:14; Luke 17:14). 
, God piled up _the wate1,"s in a '~eap, as He hOO done at the 

Red Sea (Exod. ,15:8i. Psa. 78:13; 114;3; Hab. 3:10)". The 
river was at the flooa, and this fact is especially mentioned 
in order that no one might be tempted to discount_ the ·miracle. 

The Lord makes abundant provision for His people (John 
10:10; Eph. 3:20). He did no~ make a mere path across the 
Jordan, ~ut He caused the waters to fail and the rivel""'bed 
to be aried up <f~m the city of Adam to the Dead I Sea, or 

" 

TWO INTERESTING LETTERS ' 
We print a letter received to-day, omitting ,the name: 
"Dear Dr. Shields:, .' 

The more I read THE GOSPEL WITNESS the more 1-
realize the great good it: is doing throughout 'the . world, 
and I am, happy to ,be able ,to send you the enclosed 
cheque. . • , -" . . 

I am much interested in the articles on The Great 
Con~tion, as I knew a number ·of tliose mentioned, 
.perionally~ ,Mr. MeDormand, I should think, would be 
wishing lie had kept his mouth shut." " . 

Sincerely 

• 
The cheql,le mentioned above wa!3 f9r $100.00. 
Another sU/bscriber ren'~ws his subscription, and sends 

six new paid subs'criptions. 
We should'like to' have .two such letters each day. We 

are profo.undly.-grateful., ... 

, 
ltEMEMBER. 'OlE SEMINARY IN 

YOUR WILL 
We suggest that our friendi should remember , , 

Toronto B~ptist Seminary,in their wiUs. ,The proper 
form for this is: "I give. devise and bequeath 
the sum of ... _____ .:. __ .... _._. ___ ..... to Toronto Baptist 

Seminary. 337 Jarvis Street. Torpnto 2. Canada. 
associated with Jarvis St. Baptist Church.". We 
are .laying ,fQundations for the future., and we are 
determined to make it as impossibl~ as it)s within· 

. ,human power to do; that not one doDar given to 
Toronto Baptist Seminary shall be. used for anything 

. &ut the propagation of the gospel. No amount 
. would be too large. and'certainly n~ amount would 

be too small. We earnestly solicit the gifts of those 
who believe in 'miniSterial and misiionary education. 

'. 


