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H'er Ma,ie~ty. QueenE I,i~a'beth '-11' ,a,n~ th'e 
AII .. Glorio~s and; Eternal King of Kings 

. . '. ." ( . 

"Now Unto the King Eternal, 1m 'mortal, Invisible, the Only 
Wise God, Be Hon.our' ~ Glory lo~ Ever and Ever., A.men.'.' 

, '.::.. '-/_'" ' . 
; 

1\ Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shi~lds'-
. . . 

Preached.in Jarv'is Street Baptist 'Church, Toronto, Sunday-i\1orning, May 31st,' 1953 
_ ' '~' (E~~tri~a:lY' ~eC'ord~d)' " . 

"My qeart is inditing a good matter: I speak of the ,things which I have made 
touching ,the king: my tonglie is the Plln of a ready writer., . 
'. "Thou art fairer than the eqildren of men: grace is poured into thy lips: therefore 
God hath blessed thee for ever."-Psalm 45:1-2.' ' 

, 

" 
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Prayer Before ·the Sermon her example prove throughout the world a mighty power for 
,:, We thank Thee, 0 .Lord;·that eyer it was said, Thou shalt good. May she, above. all things know Jesus Chnst as her 

call his name J,esus, for he shall save his people from their own Saviour, and recognize that her position affords her an 
sins. ,Such a S'aviour we all need; such. a,,g'aviour we all may- une9ualled opportunity to serve Him, and to render service ' 
have •. In such a Saviour many of ' us even now rejoice. We to SIX· hundred millions of people 'by His grace. ' 
c!)me !by w.ay of the cross ,to pray. We thank Thee for the We know, not how' to pray for her except that according 

'open heavenl!J for the view ,by faith of Him Who' ever maketh to Thy wisdom Titou wilt be pleased to ,bestow upOn her' all. 
intercession lor us. We bless 'rhee for Him Who is the King thoSe gifts wh,ich_ are necessary for ~e proPer exercise o~ 
etez;na1, immortal, invisjlble, the only wise 9'od, Wh~ is our her exal~ed officif.""'> Be gracious, we pray Thee, .to all who 
SaVIour. We pray that we may never lose SIght of HIm. For attend. 'Look in mercy upon the multitudes who ga~er in 
ten thous'and 'blelilsings we have rea:son to ,thank Thee, and' London, and preserve them from accident and danger,. and 
this morning w.e are here with grateful hems, and with may the lives of Thy people :be precious.in Thy sight. 
thanksgiving upon our Hps,for the multitude of Thy mercies ' 
,which have come to us through the merits of our 'Lord Jesus. We pray for all peoples througJlout pbe Enip'ire,- for India, 

We ,thank Thee for the country' in which we live, for the with its complex' problems, for Pakistan, an,d Egypt, for South 
. great privileges which here we enjoy, and for the vast re- Mrica, ,wi-tli. its. racial problem, for AustraHa and New 
sources which are at our command. And for :the Common- • Zealand, for all the islands of the sea 'Where the British flag 

. weal'th and Empire to which we belong we ;thank Thee. We' is flown, and for this wide'Dominion of vast potentiality. 
bless. Thee that it (has pleased I Thee to make this Empjre We beseech Thee, 'Q Lord, to let not -the traditions' of the 
Thine instrument in days gone by,,, and Thy people' the mes- past century fail, but Ul!le this Thy people still for the further~ 
sengers of Thy .grace ,to the uttermost parts of the earth. ance of Thy kingdom, and for the establishment of righteous-

This'morning, with millions of our fellow-subjects, we 'bow ness in'.tJ,e eartll., . . 
in humble,prayer to seek Thy grace for the ,one who will on Now·,we,·pray':·Thee to bless us this morning 'as we think a 
TueSday be crowned Queen of this vast EmpIre. We thank Httle.of her Majesty the Queen,. and of the greater King 
Thee, 0 Lord, for the traditions of ,the house, to.which she Whom we' .delight-to ,honour. Lord ... !bless all the children who 

~ belongs. We thank Thee-for the memory of the service of are here, and' the homes from which.they come, "their parents 
. him who was her father, and all the inspiration -he afforded and relatives~ and this whole church family aild all that be

a countless muLtitude· of people 'in the stressful days of- the long- to us-those who may be in trouble, some who suffer, 
war. -We thiI'ik 'with sympathy, and with earne'st expectation and some who. are away from home and in a journey. But all 
of the ,one whom we delight to acknOWledge as our Queen. - ofilis; 'whatever ourcir.cumstances,-are urgentlY"in 'need of the 
Young'in years she must be¥, heavy responsibilities, and.-we aI,ounding- grace of our God. Let it be ours, we pray Thee, 
pray that she will follow in the ~ootsteps of her father. May since ~e offer this our morning prayer in Jesus' Name, Amen. 
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J'T IS probably .correct to 'say that never in 'all the hilJ
t!)ry of the -wodd has so much been spoken and written 

a!bout apy person in so short a time or has 'be.en spoken 
and written concerning Her Majesty the Queen. I think 
it will tbe found to !be certainly true that the pageant of 
next Tuesday will ·be one that for splendour and magllifi- . 
cence 'has never been equalled in the history of the world. 
It is weU f()r us to pause a li.ttle to consider the signifi
cance of this event, and particularly its bearing upon the 
interests of the Kingdom of God- throughout the world. 

I confes'S myself to' be an incor,ri"gible monarchist. I 
have little sympathy with republicanism, even of the 

, highest order. The Qu:.een is not th,\ head of any party. 

~b.t (Jios:ptl llDitn:eS5 
anll 

Jrotcstant ).,bttlltate . . 

Published every Thursday for tlie propagation of the 
Evangelical principles of the Protestant Reformation 
and in defence of the faith once delivered to the Saints. 
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". am not a.hamed of the gospel of ·Chrlst."-Roman. 1 :16. 
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She Is removed· from all politica1 discussion 'an'd conflict .. 
She is the head, not of a party, but of aU the people. 
We who are British perhaps do not fully recognize the 
advantage of the institution of .monarchy, entirely aside 
from the personality 'off the one who may for the time 
being occupy' tfre throne. The continuing government 
which is re'presented by the ~ing, Or Queen, as the case 
may be, ma·kes for s'ta!bility and continuity of policy jn 
the affairs of .state: In .our friendly neighbour to the 
South they have a po1itit!al earthquake of the first magni: 
tude every four years: and lesser ones every two years, 
and they scarcely get through one election before they 
are plunged into the vortex of another. I a-ead recently 
that President Eisenhower, it was be1ieve'd, was largely 
influenced in his Korean policy; and his determination 
if poss'i'b'le to bring 81bout some 'kind of a truce, Iby the after the,eleciipn, and .until the next election, is virtually 
influence such an action mi'ght have upon the next elec" a di'ctator. 'He 'is the 'Commander-in-chief of the Army 

. tion. It is a pity when men o'f any soJ,"t, whether they and Navy, and he appoin~ his own ca!binet. 'It is-true 
be p.oliticians in 'Canada, or in En'gland, ot in- the United, that C?ongress has to appl'O~e t?em, 'but they :u-e no~ ~e
States, shoul4 be intfluen'ceid in their jUdgment by wh~lt spons~lble to any electoral .dIstrlct ·as our ·Ca!bmet Mmls
they thin!k will meet with public favour when next they ters are. And the executIve department of government 
appeal for the suffrages of the people. in ~he ~erican princi'ple il! ep.tirely divo~ced fr?m the 

Some years. ago I was at 'the Directoll's' table of the', ieglslat~ve branch, so that you may sometImes 'fmd, as 
Canadian National Exhiibition, and was as'ked, if you you ~id in the case of .the late President Wilson, the 
please, to say grace, which was supposed' to be some sort Presldent arrayed agamst Congress,: and 'Congress 
of a distinction. Seated besid'e me on that Ot!casion was against the Pre'sident, and 'Cong,ress refusing to imple
a gentleman, I believe a physician 'from Baltimore ~ho merit the . promises which the President had made, even 
was Visiting his daughter in Tor~nto W'ho had m~rried at the·'Peace 'Conference, and in international affairs. 
a Canadian. He began to s'pea'k ap~re'Ciative'ly of ou_r I speak now, not of the monarch but of the monarchy 
form of government when the 'President arose and pro- and of the institution under which?vve live. We as Britons 
posed a toast to the King, which of course was honoured have no .reason to be proud of all the monarchs which 
'by all present in th.e usua'l way. When we had d"esumed have sat upon the throne .df Great Britain. We do not 
our seats this gentleman said, "Now 'that was just exactly think with mU'ch' admiration of King John, wno was 
what I was 'beginning to ·remark. In the United . States forced to surrender his dictatorial powers at .Runnymede. 
whenever a toast is proposed to 'the President of th~ And if, ,by any strange quirk of which I have, no 'knowl
United Sates 'it is of course honoured !by all loyal Arneri- edge, someone should come'to me and tell me that I was 
'!ans. But :in any such gathering as,thrs there would- be a lineal dest!endent of 'Henry VIU 1 should feel no pride 
30 large proportion ~f people belonging to a party opJ in that_announcement. Indeed, when 'I read, df the do
posite to that whic'h the President headed, and while they ings c:if such men as Henry' VIII, of !bloody Queen Mary, 
woul'd honour the office they would be saying un'der their 'one 'of the Richards, 9hal'les I, and a nu~er of others, 
'breath, "The rascal beat us at the last election.''' He the wonder to me is .that the people did not rise en masse 
said, "It is just 'Impossible in any gatherin'g :in the United and throw them into the sea. I 'thin'k, had I been there, 
States to have the ,same spirit df unity that you ha\l'e . r Sh9Uld have been ·glad to accept leaders'hip in that per
here when a toast is proposed to the reigning 'Monarch' formance, So that the traditiQns of the British monarchy 
for the reason that he. does not repfesent a party, but are 'not without th'ei,l' stains, and we cannot be p;roud 'of 
he represents the peoPle, and is the 'living em'bo!diment, all of them. In those days, when a rival appear~d, the 

. the ip.carnation, 'of aU the traditions of your race." I shortest way of dis-posing, of him was to cut off his head. 
believe that that American gentleman offered a'very d'is- There was no argument about it. We, fortunately, have 
cerning remark when he said' that. I repeat that I am left all that sort (jf" thing ,behind us.. ' .. 
m~sel~ a monarchi~t; ~ believe in the prin'ciple of a con- I have -said this to remind you that it is the occupant' 
sbtubonal monarchy; for as a matter of fact, . the con- of the throne who gives lustre and 8tability to. the throne 
stitutional head of ·the British 'EmpIre has no such power itself. William anld. Mary were worthy l"uler.s, and It was 
or authority as the elected represent8;tive who occupies during their time that the law was passed requ'i,ring any 
the White Hou~e .. The President of the· Unit~d 'S~tes, Sovereign succeeding to the t~rone ~o 'be a faith'ful Prot-

, 



\ 

.. 
June 4,1953 , THE :GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE (99) 3 

estant, because they had had their fi'll <if Roman Catho1ic 
rU'lers. I read a part of an address delivered by the Edi
tor of The Observer, the United IChu,rch paper, recently, 
and what was reported contained the usual pacificist 
platitudes, He complained that the church 'as such had 
not been instrumental in 'bringing 81bout peace, nor hald 
it exercis'ed itself particulaI7ly in that direction. Then 
he remarked that in time past some of the bloodiest 
battles of history had been fought between Roman 'Catho
lrcs and Protestants, but that we had both learned better' 
now, and we had learned to }live in ,peace and:' concord 
together. Poor man! How little he knows of ancient 
history, or of cqrrent ,history. They only 'live in concord 
with the Roman Catholics in this or any other country 
who a!llow them to have their own .way. In precisely the 
same way we could !be at peace with Russia, if we wert' 
willing to yield to he'r albsurd demanrds. But however, 
England had had enough of it, and they decided they 
would have no more ,Romanist rulers. Hence the oath 
requIred of tbe monarch that 'he, or she is a faithtful 
Protestant. 

The British 'monarchy today is established as no oth&!' 
monarchy 'is. Bu-lgaria, Roumania, Yugoslavia, Italy, 
France, and Belgium, alI were monal"CMes, and Belgium 
is a kind of monarchy sti:ll. But the governments which 
have displaced the' Ir)omirch'ies are no better than the 
monarchies they displaced, and things are just about as 
datk and, as Ibad: as they could well be in all these coun
tries. The reason, I think, that we honour the throne 
and the 'crown' of B-l'itain ~s because, in the Providence 
oIf <RId, for a century and more He has given us worthy 
soverei'lrns to occupy that throne. 

No one could possi,bly estimate the influence for good 
exercised 'by Queen Vrctoria. The moral standards she 
erected for the ,governance of her court, her personal 
conrduct, ana her conduct of the affai,rs' of, state, did 

,much to establish the British EmPire. It is sometimes 
supposed that the Monarch luis little influence. That'is 
noi true; Queen Victori-a had: great influence. 'There was 
a man in Britain in her day by 'the name of Dil'ke, Sir 
Charles Dilke, who was recogn~zed as one of the shrewd
est and ablest statesmen living. But there 'was a moral 
taint upon his record, and he never carne to office in any 
British Government for- the reason that Her Majesty 
Queen Victoria said, "Su'ch a man shall not enter ,my 
presence." She absolutely' refused to receive him, and 
therefore 'he could not hold a portfolio in any govern
ment. Although there, are some of the wastre'}g of "our 
day, the playboys and play-women who discount the 
principles an'd regulations of the Victorian era, yet I 
doubt not it was that stern adherence to the highest 
standards of morality that made Britain what she was 
in the days o'f the good Queen Victoria, who reigned for 
sixty-three years. " 

I do not thin'k much 'could be said of the reign of King 
Edward VII. It wasibrief, but I think it was quite long 
enough. But he was succeeded by a worthy son, King 
George V. How, strangely Providence wa"ought in that 
case! He was not !by birth the heir to the throne; his 
elder brotlier, the Duke o'f :C1arence was the heir' to the 
throne.- But he dIed lin 81bout 1892, and it was then that 
the Du'ke '<if. Yortk naturally too'k his -place, anrd became 
heir to the throne. , For another reason than death the 
late King -George VI. became kin'g, although he was not 
by bi,l'th the heir to the throne, but became king ·because 
of -his unworthy brother's abdication. ,In those two cases 
it looked as though a Divine Providence interve1t«:ld, and 

, 

() 

gave us George V. and George· VI, and ,both of them 
r~igned nO'bly. I venture to 'believe that no one ,on earth, 
during the 'last war, set a nobler example to'the people 
than did 'His late Majesty King George Vr., and his glori
oU's consort, Eliza'beth, now the Queen Mother. And for 
these traditions we 'have reason to be thankf.ul, ,because 
there is sound reason to hope that the present Monarch 
will follow in the footsteps !)f her father. 

Let' us remember that it was by these Providential 
interpositions, in the case of -both George V. and IGeorge 
VI., Queen Elizabeth 'has come to the throne, There is 
therefore something more than "the accirdent of birth" 
in ElizabetIi's accession., , 

I remember reading with deep satisfaction a remark 
she -made following her marriage, to the effect that she ' 
asked no more of lirfe than that the marriage of herself 
and 'phljJi.p sho,uld be as happy as her father and mother, 
and as that of Queen Mary and King ,Geo'rge V. It is 
well when young peoI11e can thus speak in glowing terms 
of their parents; and I thin'k there is good ground for 
hope that they will do their, best to emulate their ex
ample. A, young woman of tWenty-seven, burdened ,with 
all the cares of Empia"e, deserves Qur sympathy rather 
than our envy; and our earnest prayer that God iIi 'His 
great ,mercy wHl give her wisrdom, and help her so to 
exercise the dllties of her 'high office that "the people 
who call her Queen will revere her, as 'Queen Victoria 
was revered, and that she will have a place in history 
,ranking her with Elizabeth I., without the stains that 
attached to EUzalbeth I., as for instance, the signing o'f 
the death warrant of Mary Queen of Scots. Let us hope 
that that sort of thing is Ibehiind us forever, and that 
when the history of this present reign is written ,~t shall 
be a history of ,glowing deeds and worthy example on 
the part of the Court. 

A Greater Monarch 
,But oh, splendid as 'it all is, how insignificant, how 

tawdry, are all the things of earth ,in comparison with 
a greater Kin'g! Reporters have gone from all the news
papers, -I suppose, of the continent, in order that ,they 
may give their readers eye-witness ac~ounts of the, cor
onation scene. But here is a reporter who writes iby 
Divine inspiration df a King for Whom no apolo'gy need 
ever be offered, and no fear as to the futute need, be 
entertained,: "My heart is'inditing a good -matter: I 
speak of the things which I have made touching the_ 
kin'g." -How enthusiastic the writers in newspapers anrd 
magazines have :6ecome in describing the Queenly bear
ing and 'splenc;l.id appearance of 'Her 'Majesty Elizabeth 
II. And it is well that they should_do so. But I was 
wondering last night -what wou'ld happen if aU the news
papers and ,magazines of the world, the radio, and_ every 
means of com-munication, were occupied with' the lauda

-tion df Jesus Christ, - if on the front page of every 
newspaper, and through all its pages, there we!'~ articles 
magnifying the Kin!g of kings and Lord of lords, Who is 
so worthy thus to, 'be magnified... 'May:-r say, without 
seemin'g to compare little things with great; if the Lord 
Jesus were given the same publicitythl'Oughout the world, 
if 'everyboQY who spoke 'felt in loyalty bouI}.d to magnify 
Him, what a world we' shQ..uld have! 'How full the places 
of worship. wou1d 'be~ and .what multitudes of people 
would take a Psalm like this and make it their GlWn: 
"My heart is 'inditin'g a good matter: I speak of the 
things which I have made tOUching the king." 

I spea'k to yo,u, dear friends, as Ohristians. We speak 
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of the'grace ot" God~ we speak of·th~·Balvation that wa~' are'lnhereni fn 'R-is· Person, a~ide .. from all thrones' and· 
wrought by the shed4ing of ~is precious 'blood, and we crowns and sceptres. :He is in Himself the Mighty One: 
cannot speak too often, nor with too great'an enthusias:m, "Lift up your heads,'O'ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye. 
of these things. But I wonder if we do not, fail, all of ,everlasting doors; and the 'Kin'g 'of glory. 'Shall come in. 
us, In 'this,' that' we, do no·t ·aliow our minds to d~ell .so Who is this King 9f glori? The Lord strong and mighty, 
often eXclusively upon the glories of Jesus Christ. If . the Lord mighty 'in 'battle ... The Lo:rd of.hosts, he is the 
you and I were always thinking of Him, lif SC?me intimate King.of glory/' Let us a-e!Dember that all .pow~r resi~es 

· friend should come to us some day and discern some in Him. We have griev~d" as we have seen, .to use Sir 
ethereal smile perhaps. upon our counte~ance, and should' 'Winston Churchill's· graphic phrase, parts 'of the Empire 

· say, ~'Wha:t thoughts are' occupying' your mind: today?" . thrown "down Ute drain'.',by that'wretc~ed, albominable, 
we should haye to answer, "My hea.rt is inditing a good and ever to.be·abhorred Socialist government of' Britain. 
matter: I speak of the things whi,ch I have made·~touch- At least,' that ,is my: Qpinion~' 'There would J].ot hlive peen 
ing' the 'king." "What do you mean ?", :'~l mean thaVI. any Empire left if they had 'continued mllch long~r. 
have :set the 'Lord' always .'befot:e.me, the ~fairest among ,E'gypt; India, Pilkisuin, 'Burma, very pr0i6ably soon' South 
ten thousand, the One Who' is altogether lovely,' and I Africa - piece by piece that which was bought with 
find the' greatest deIi'ght in life just to medi~te upon 'blo'od, and' yvher~ righteousneSs reigned, .has Ibeen thrown'.
Him. -I 'can say with 'the Psalmist 'in another place, .and .: away" and H~r Majesty succeeds to the throne 'of a dim: 
so ought we all to be ab'le to say: '·My 'meditll;tion o~. inished Empire.' Not ,so with our glorious Lord.: His 
Him shall.be sweet; I will be glad in ijle Lord." lJave Kingd<?m cannot" diminish: and 'His' ,sceptre shall-lose 

. you observed how ready Christian people are to speak none of its power .. 'His ·.kingdom.is an' ev~rlasting king'
albout their cnUrch, and aibout their'minister; and about· . ~om and His·dominion one that shall, nev~r pass away. 

, . th,eir Denomination, and about the ,~issionary ~nd other' Ther~' a~~ some of my dispensational friends who say 
"activities'of cel"tain organi~tions; who, when the Name tha:t·Jesus is not yet a .. King. WhaLnonsense! Li!3ten: 

of Jesus is'meritioned, and .they are as·ked, "But what" "All'power Js given unto;-·me in heaven and in·ea.rth. Go 
about the' Lord 'Jesus? What have you' got to say about ye th~refore,\and teach all nations." . He ,has no fear that 
HIm?" too often are dumb with 'silence, and have no word - His Kingdom will·fail. We repeated -it this morning
to utter ,in praise.of Him Who "is the centre and circum- "F.or Thine is the kingdom,. and the pow.er, aI/.d th,e glory; , 
'ference of ifall. . .' . .,.., . .-forever and ever; Amen!' That is the kind of King we 

I 'Commend ici:y6u that exani~'le: '1 suggest to -yoU that' have dea! f~iends., " ' .. ' , 
':we snouid learn from this extraordinarY pu·blicity, .this.. So!~mon lD all hIS. glory :was not Il;rrayed. hke 0l!e of 

world-wide laudation, deserved, l' hope,' of, the Queen, to the hlIes, so.J esus saId, a~d, Solom01:llD all hIS glory was 
,think of this; greater ;King, and ,desire a'bove everything. I not arrayed as ~ueen E'lIza:beth wIll b~. a,rr~yed. And" 

· that His pl"ai'se.sho\lld be heralde~ through ali-the earth. the .J?O~p ~nd pagea~try Of. the,Solomomc reIgn was as 
" "', . .," .. " '. . I\OthlDg compared WIth thIS. LondonE;lrs lov:e' a show, 

.. Tho~ art .. falrer .than ,the ch~ldren ,of men. I thlDk It they do really: They are all out to see the procession, 
· .IS well ~II:~ we hav~ no .,port~al~ of: the LordJ~su'S .. :~e and the repearsals.They will stand·,in. the rain by' the . 
~eed?o I~age ~f HI'~., ~ut!t IS well,tha~ ?ur sanctIfied, hundreds of thousands. I remember being iIi London, 
~maglI~,atIO?s, by the, lDsplratl~n o~ the SPI~t, shoul~ !!on- when. His late 'Majesty King George VI, when' he was 

, Jure up pictures of our gloriOUS ·Lord. He sp~ke ~. Duke of York and his wife came baCk fPCjm' Scotland. 
· nev.e~ man, spa'~e," 'and I a~ su~e' that H.e 'Wa:s .n .H.ls 'r saw t!le.eno~inotis 'crowli-of people on, The Mall, and I 
: phYSical app~arance and' :.proportIOns, ,the most !Jlo!"lous wondered what it was all about. ' They were. just'waiting 

" Man t~e, eye~ of '~en ever Ibe~~d -.I?erfe~t, Without a by the'.hour. to 'get a,gIim'P~e of the Duke and puchess of. 
fla\V, aU of It. enhanced and lD~ns'I~led by the. moral York. And sO,have they been waiting in London to' get' 

, . splendour~ WhICh 'Yere. the ,accompamment of HI~ per- ·a glimpse of the great procession. " ._ 
,f~ct ph~lque - frur~~ lD every respect. than the chIldreJ? .I have told you that I w~ once privileged; to·havean 
.of men., " ' . invitation' to attend the ,Thanksgiv.ing service the first 
;. !We spe~ of:. the ~ueen' a~ Her ,'graciou:s Majesty, and: ,year' of the great war, on the' anniversary, of its open-

.,...-such sbe is, but here is the SOurce df .aU grace, 'and the ing., I was in' London and I. received an indirect COm

Fountain of .it. '~Gra~e' is poul"ed 'into ,thy lips.:' He ~s mand as one of the "di~tinguisheti" Canadians" - I 1aq,gh 
"full of grace and. truth". When 'He' ,began HIS publIc at'it 'now ...,- who was·in London. I 'was told how to dress' 
m~nistry they wondered at· the gr~ious . words which and aU the rest in'it. I went to 1St. 'Paul's through line~ 
proceeded .. out of His mouth.' '''Therefore IGod bath,' of thoU'sands and'tliousands of people. along the Strand 
Iblessed thee for~ever." , You rem~mber how kings a,p.d down Fleet , 'Street; and up Ludgate ifill, 'and they ha.d 

· t>rinc~s were 'fulsomely !lddr~~ed in ·i;l.~ys gone by; and 'been, there' fl'om midnight the night .before .. They had 
ev~n lD ou~;day at the Quee~'s a~es~lon she ~as pr~: .crowded >St.' Paul's. Cathedral, so far' aS"it w~ possible 
claImed as The great and llJ.Ighty P~lDcess, ~lIzaJbeth. for anybody to get lD without a ticket and all the night 
She was m~ghty. in her officiI'Ll relationships I"suppose;. long they had kept their place, in ord~r that they ,might 
as head of ~his vast Empire, but in herself an attrac1;ive 1 see tlj.~ King and Queen, dr-ive 'up to :St. 'Paul's to: ·that' . 
young: wom~p. . wh~m all the world 10ved to. take to its· 'service df thanksgivib.lg' •. :Well it was Something to 'see 
_heart~, .Tha~ i's what she, is, and it is well that it shQuld . it :was something to, ,ne presen't at such a time, I grant 
'/be SO.- You'have seen portraits'- I saw one;la'st night·· you. 'And I hav.e'no·doubt that those who see this mar

'" - of; the Duke oil Edinburgh ~'efore he'was made Duke;' ve'llous demonstraiion of splendour and,might in LOndon 
when he was jus;t Lieutenant'Mounvbatten ·standing with on Tuesday will r'emember it as long'ils. they live. But:it. 

· the .9ueen, with an .'o:namental sw'o~d at. his side, worn' is as nothing c~mpared to anotlier proCf;lssipn.: "iGi,rd thy 
for ornament. ,But l~sten to what IS saId of our great sword upon thy thigh, 0 most mighty with thy "glory 
K~ng: "Gird thy swo.r.d u~n tlir, ~i~h, ? most .mighty, and'thy majesty .. ~nd in thy majestY:~ide pro~perously 
With t;py glory and thy maJesty. H~s IDlght, HI~ glory, ,'because M truth and meekness and nghteousness; and . . 
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thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things. Thine B~itaiii that would have done the populace so much good 
arrows are s!tal"p in the' heart of the kiq'g's enemies; Il,S t:ttis Coronatibn .. They will forget their trouble~; and' 
whereby the pe6ple fall under thee:" . '. remember something o~ the splendours of the past, and 

I.haven't time to go through this Psalm; -1 wish I had. take hold wgain of their duties, ~and resolve th~t the fu
~ ,:aut I remind you of the great verse which is carried ture shall be equa'lly 'oright. Let us 'be mucn 'in prayer 

'forward into the New 'Testament, and 'which ,is. m~de the for Her gracious Majesty" and for all who bear respoqsi-, 
- foundation of the ,argument of the Epistle to the. He- _ ibility in this tremend.ous event. , . , 
· brews, which sets forth the-superi()rity"and ·the ~bsolute , . Millions will 'observe it in this country, a~d throu'ghout . 

' .. 'finality of.the salvation that is in 'Christ: '~Thy thtone, the world,_and I venture to say, that now4~re'9il earth' 
,O.God, is fol", ever·and ever: the'sceptre of thy kingdom will the Coronation 'be so enthusiasticaJly, observed "as -
,is a right sceptre," or, in the New Testam~nt, "a sceptre under the Stars and' Stripes. Our American friends do 
of ri'ghteousne~s' is .the sceptre of ,thy' kingdom." We. not' believe in titles, but they actually can their barbers' 
have· no doubt Slllout 'the future' so far' as this King is . "professor" ~ A~d they have all kinds of degree mills, 
'conce~ed. Nor do I entertain a,ny doubt so far as ij:~r 'grinding out D.D.s, ~nd LL.D.s,. and Ph: D.s, and all 
.Majesty the Queen is concerned; except that she ls·human. other kind of D.s.· Nobody on earth loves tj.tles more, and 
"We 1mow not what the future hath of marvel or sur- are bound by, preced~nt, or, what' they now call protocol, 

, prise."f" But a' sceptre of'righteousness is His sceptre. than our friends' in the Uniteii States. 'I nope they will 
"Thou Iovest ,righteousness, and hatest ",i'ckedness: there- enjoy' the! show' we shal,} present to them on Tuesday, 
fore God,thy God; hath anointed 'thee with the oil of and ,fhat it may ·have its lessons, -ev,en for the great 
gladness' a;bove 'thy fellows." There. you' have the in-, Republiq to the SOuth of us~ The Lord bless you. ,every 

· gredients;" the' elementary constituents of the oil of one., Let us pray. 
gladnes's., .. "': .' ,~'. " . " '. " ". A~n, Q Lo"" WE! than~ Thee for the blessings \Vhic~ are 

You remember it 'is.'said .that the 1;lueen's ap~thecary ours., We pray for ~hy grace to a:bou~d 't~wa,rd' t~e· Queen, 
had, specially prepared 'the anointing. oi'l for the cere-' ,an~ ~er 'Consort, the Queen Mother, the httle' Pnnce a,nd 

'T d T'h '1 th t ' d" th PrIncess, and all the members of the government, the repre-
mony on ues ay. e same 01 a was use J.o:r e. sentatives of all t:he Pa,rliaments of. all tl!.e ,Commonwealth 
an:ointi'ng df her- fatlier .would not·beused ,in the anoint- and Empire. ' May the Lord Himself preside over. it all, as 

· ing of Eliza:b~th II, but it was specially prepared. So far in that Coronation ceremQny the Name of our Lord Jesus is 
as i know, any (IiI would do equally well. ' I do not sup- h!?noured. F.or Hi~ sake we· pray, Amen.' , 
pose there ilJ any "lDagi'c whatever in the oil itsel'f. But 
'here is' another' kind 01£ oil., It is compounded of .truth . 
and righteousness', and b1ended together it makes the oil' 

, 'THE GRACE OF THE SINNER'S. 
SCAVENGER ~f gladness: And w:ith. 'it our glorioli's Lord is anointed. ~ 

And we shall be ,anointed with the oil of 'gladness, for 'A Sermon by th~ Pa8t~r, Dr •. T. T •. Shlelds 
_we are members of His body, of His flesh, and. of His. . 
hones;-as members' of the .Christ we share in His anoint-. _ Preached in Jarvis Street Ba.ptist Church, Toronto 
ing and-in His coronation. May' it, be so that the oil Sunday MOI:D.ing, January 11th, 1953 . 

'. 

I of' gladness' will be our portion. It will be so only if we - (Electrically Recorded) 
" _walk in the, ways of truth and righteousness as grace '''-The' nerl day John seeth Jesus comi~g urito him', and 

enaJbles us. ',' , . ..' '. saith, Bp.hold the Lamb of God, whicih taketh away the sin of 
I -rejo~ce in what is' ta:king place in Britain. Some. theworld."-John 1 :29. ' 

people wp.o·do not tpinlk very far ml!-~ say, "Is this aus- Prayer Before the Sennon 
,terity? 'is 'this ·extravagance in keeping 'with Britain's A/J chiidren .come daily to"their father's table".O Lord, 

. 't' '1" C' ., b d h h so must we continuallv be corning to Thee, and praying as economIC POSI Ion. an you Imagme some' 0 y w 0 as h ht G' thO d d '1 b d t 'b I" h- rt' . f t I 'th Thou ast'taug us, Ive us IS ay our al y rea - no een ,Ivmg on s.o commons or we ye years; ey 1 the bread that perishes but that which endures unto 
have ha.rdly,had a' thing to .smile at, and la~ghter~as .:~~~isting ·life., We'-are uni'~lieved at. any. tim'e" from this 
been all 'but unknown to th~m. They have hved a hfe·· necessity. Witliout Thee ~e can do nothIng. 'We must needs 
Qf :privation. Victor' ·in the great war' she 'has suffered corne again, ~nd' .. again" and again, preferring the ,same. re
more than any of those who were conquered. I know. qU'est, .confessmg our common nee~. We need Thee. ~nd all 
b ' .. • - ' there IS of Thy grace., And as we corne to Thy Word, we 
ecause I have been on the contme!lt., You can get what corne as those who have been ,there before: As Moses saw 

you want oidhe continent-in France, in Belgium, or HoI- the, bush in. the desert day by day, and week by week, ,and' 
land, or 'Switzerlan.d, 'or Germany, or Italy, there is'plenty month.by month, for years, and heard no voice, and saw no 
to eat: It is' oniy. in ~ritain that people are straitened,' light, 'so ~any have cOrn~ to Thy.Word fhi.ding it. common;. 

, straitened because she has been determined and is deter- place, findIng no attractIOn thereIn., Ye~ when l~, pleases 
. . '. . . '. " Thee to see the bush aflame, and to speak out of tliese COM"; 

mmed If possIble. to regam her economIC pr~emmence mon things the word 'of life then are we refreshed and ' 
a.mong the nations 01£ the world. But reduce it to the I~fe recommissioned for the doing ~f that for which we have been' 
of 'an individ~al fa'mily. They have 'been on short commons, apP9inted. .' ' ". • • . ." .' • 
and then they have a win1:lfall-not very much ibut just So turnIng to a. famIlIar S,enpture ~hls mOrDmg - It 

h to half " " ought all to 'be famIlIar to us - we pray that Thou wilt 
enoug , ' ave a _:e . east Jor. about a we~. : Father grant us a sp-:cial illut:Pination 9f the Spirit that it" may 
and mother put their heads together, 'and say, 'Well I sup- speak to us WIth new power perhaps with unaccustomed 

. pose we. might !!av~. this, and s'pread it over the weeks freshness, that it may lay hoid possibly uPon someone who 
that ,are' t?' come, but we haven't had a 'goO\J> ti·me ,in ha$ n<?t ret -ri?ade the gr~at de~~ion. We pray that every 
twelve years' we haven't had anything to laugh and make one WI~hln thIS house. ,~l11S mornlDg may be subteet ~ the 

" , .' , ' .' " constraInts of Thy Sprpt, that so we may all belIeve lD the 
tnerry.about. Lets d<bI'~ now; lets 'go shoppmg. So, Lord Jesus Christ and be saved .. We ask it' in His Dame, 
they go out,-and they. buy t.J1e very best that their money ADien.. " '.. 
can ibuy, and for one brief week theY fOl"get all about I THINK there is some advantage in tmding our morn
the austerity of th~ past, and ,their -minds are lifted: I ing text in the morning lesson, ibecause towlmi that 
venture to ,say that' no experie~ce could have' come to your tihougiht 'has been directed in the ~ool ~Ji all 
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• 
departments. We have fQr o~,r text this morning one of 

· the 'mQst .famlliar, 'and yet Qne Qf the· prQfoundest and 
most important of 'an verses in the Bible. . , 

Thus John, the iorerlUJ}ner o-t'th!'l SaviQur, ·in·troduced 
Him in His sacrificial character' as the ·Lamb Gf GQd, 

· WhO' beareth away the sin of the world. Th·eTe is 
scarcely any passage commoner to' thGse of .U8 whO' 
believ.e than that, and yet we can never exhaust the 

: fumess Qf ~ny word of the Infinite. It very often 
· o~urs that pe«?p].e whO' lbave heard: a particu~ar passage 
aI)ld' hav,e been faanHiar with it as lQng ·as tJhey could 

· rememiber anything, yet hear it again, and it comes 
to· them with a new power. "My sheep hear my :VGice, . 
'and I know. them, and they follow fne.". So may the 

· sheep' of the ,good Shepherd heM His voic,e, a peculiar 
voice, a voice unlike any other voice that ever was 
h·eard this morning. ' 

We are, admonislhed to .oohGld. I noticed that Dr~ 
Clark in her exposition called attention to th,e significance . 
of the Greek WQrd here. It is pot a verb, nQt an ordinary 
summQns--:.. .. Look at that.", But it is· an ejaculatory 
statement, a sudden summons. Things that are cOmmon
place you may observe youTs·elf, a:t),d call ot~er's atten
tion to it, !but should there be a fire, or something 
unusual, instinctively you WQuid say, "Look, is that a 
fiI"e?" And that is exactly wihat John meant: "BehoI4." 
It was something they never saw before, a sigtht that 

· had ,no paranel whatever. And we are admonished nO'w 
to cOncentrate our attentiQn upon Him Who is the Lamb 
of God, nOit to regard Him Iightiy or carelessly, or" in ·.a 
casual way, but with concentrated attention, as some
thing that is unique, and 'has no complement and nO' 

· parallel anywhere: "'BehQld!" , 

\ I 
I call your attention to the FAMILIAR FIGURE, THE LA,MB 

OF GoD. Of course we are referred· immediately to the 
. pasSQVer feast and the paschal lamb, which was to be 
a lamb witliQut blemish, and Qf· the first year. It ·was 
to' he the best, and with t!he IGng,est prospect Gf life. 
And the salvation' that God has acc.Qmplished in OUT 
behalf in Jesus Christ was 'nQt a'secQndary and subQr
dinate, or unimpQrtant activity in the Divine mind; 
it was God's gr,eatest work, His best wQrk, that which 
made ·a greater demand U'PQn the Divin,e resourees than 
creation itself. "God so loved the wo.rld that he gave 
his only hegotten Son." When I bacame Pastor of this 
Church nearly forty-three years ago, after I had preached 
one or two sermons I r.eoeived a letter frQm a man whO'. 
was President of the University alumni, and who i~
agined himslf, I Tath'er think, to be a somewhat clever 
man. And he wrote me and Said, "Did I understand 
you to say last 'Sunday evening that Christ had to die 
to make God wHling to save sinners?" I invited him to 
come and see me, and I said, "I cannot be responsible 
for what you understood me to say, but I certainlY 
never said so wild a thing as that. Hav,e you 'not 
yourself read. 1Jhat "God so loved the world . . .1" The 
salvation that is in ·Christ . engaged the energy, the 
wisdom, 'th·e ,abounding· grace of Fath.er, SQn, and Holy 
Ghost. W~ 'a're not to look upon this matter as though 
it were a· mere commonpl'8ce. It is the most i~rtant 
consideration that .can ,engage the thought of any man. 
. He came then to' be a sacrifice. Why' that· is the one 
thing that is everywher'e denied, even where His com
ing. is admitted as an histQric fact. and even that is 

, 
now called in question. But ,assuming Jesu's -Ohrist to 
have come, according to. the thought of some-He came 
for· anything and everythi!llg but the one peculiar thing 

. whiclt He Himself declared was His specific-and unique 
ministry .. And John the Bapti'st intToduced Him in 
this character. I dO', not C&Te what you ·'ihear about 
Christ, ·as the Carpenter, as the great Exemplar, the 
greatest of all teachers, ~tcetero;~all Him everything , 
obutoYO'U do not know Him at all until you have met 
Him ,as the Lamb of 'God. That is the ohasic, funda-' 
meaJ.r~I, indispensabl·e thing. T1he1'e are some .Gf my 
dispensational friends whQm-1 do nQt IUnde:t:~tand at all; 
they ·ar.e entiTely ;beYQnd me. They speak of the LGrd 
Jesus as having ,com·e to set up His kingdom, and if 
the Jews ,had accepted Him He would have set up His 
kingdom th'ere and then. What utter nonsense! Jesus 
Christ did not come in ··the days O'f His ftesih to reign 
as a king. He said, "My kingdom is not of this world: 
if my kingdOm wer.e of this world, then wou.Jd my 
servants fight." No, Jesus Ohrist came sP8:cifically to 
d,ie.· God's best, tbe acme Qf aJl Divine perfectiGn, 
God's ultimate-He gave His Son. And unless and 
until w,e meet the' LoI"d Jesus- as the Lamb Qf GOd we 
do not know Him at 'all. "The ,blood of Jesus Obi-ist 
(GQd's) Son cIeanseth us from all sin." . 

I WIOuld .}ike you to nurse that figure \of the lamb, 
for ,a mO'ment or two. Children may ibe af,raid O'f dogs, 
and of cats, and of all sorts of animals, 'but I. never 
heard of a child who was af.raid of a Iamb. It ·is one 
of the loveliest and gentlest of all creatures. That 
Characteristic is rated ,in the nursery rhym'e that you 
. all remember: . 

"Mary had a little lamb, 
Its fleece was white as snow, 

And everywhere that Mary went, 
The lamb was sure to go." 

It foIIow~ her to sch901, and it fGlIow~d her· every
where-such a tender. lovely little thing. How amazing 
that the 8Il'eat God should come to sinful- men in ·the 
character Qf a lamb! For you must !Il·ever forget that 
J,esus Ohrist I is God. You have it in, this great wQrd 
in the first ehapter of John: "In the -beginning was-: 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the WO'rd 
was God. The same" was in the .beginning wfth God. 
All things were made by' ,him; and without him was 
not any thing made that was made. I'll him· was life; 
and the life was the light of men. And the light 
Bhineth 'in darkness; and the darkness comprehended 
it not." Who is the' Lamb of' GQd?- Now listen you boys 
and girls. The Maker of all worlds: "Without him 
was nO't any thing made that was made." Jesus Christ 
is the Oreator. Nothing that G'od ever made did He 
make saVe through His Sori. And yet He comes as the 
Lamb of God, the loigoht of JIlen ... DO' you.kriow how that 
light is produced? The 'boys and girls know that, we 
an know that; it is a mere commonplace. You r.ead 
a'bout' the hydro, do you not? We have a department 
in this huilding wheTe tnere are some transformers, 
It ·takes· so much power to run this place that we have 
transforme··~. But it is all lQcked; the janitor or no 
one elsJ' .,eve,r enters. Only expelis open the door,
the hydTO engineers themselvel!:> They could not trust 
us to do 'it; We should' get into ali sorts of trouble. 
And yet that is just a little 'speck of power, that is all. 
Then you see all the factories busy, the wheels hum
ming, and the' str.eet .cars. traversing the sb'eets, and 

'-
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the lights of the hous'es. Only a little w:hile ago there 
wasn't quite .power enough, l!-nd we were .ratjop.ed on 
,pow,er. Then they huilt new PQwer development places, 
and they' spent hundreds of mmio~s of dollars,~ 
!!upply. us with power, to supply us . with' light. Now 
tihey are talking ahout the St. Lawrence seaway, and 
the great pOWell" which that will generate for the ru.n
ning of ,our industries, for transportation, and light, 
and so on. And wher,e does it all come f.rom? From 
Niagara and other water Rowers, the, Great ·Lakes 
behind it, Erie, M~ichigan, Huron, Superior, and the 
rivers that run into them, ,and the mountains ,tihat 
are behind them. And aH this energy is in that, 

- ,and we have ~earned to turn it' to our own account, 
'so' that it gives u's light and power. Djd you l"ead 
President Truman's speech to Congress last 'week, when 
he warned Josef Stalin, that the United States had 
now developed a ;bomb so terrible that one bomb would 
be 'sufficient a'bsolutely to annihilate the biggest city, 
and to !blot out millions of l'ives? Just one, tihat is aU. 
Wh'ere did' all uhisenergy come from? It all came 
from God. When He said in toe beginning, "Let 
there be light," there was sufficient ener-gy in that cre
dtive word to set the world alight, and it 'has not been 
necessary for Him to ·developany new' 'sources of 
power since then. All that en:ergy is in Hi.m Who 
is our Saviowr. And thatpo'\Yer which ter~ tlhe 
world-we ar,e ,rightly terrifiedhy it----eomes to us 
as a Lamb. "'. " , 

I remember my fauher's telling me, marly years 
ago ,before machinery was brought to its present state 
of perfection, that \he went to 'a great steel works on 
one occasion, and there was a ponderous hammer oper
ated by just a little handle.' But this hammer, would 
ibring to 'bear upon a great steel ingot just hundr-eds 
of ton's w6li,ght. As my father admired the ,power ~e 
operator said, "Yo.!! may put your watch under that 
if you like." "My watch?" he s'aid, "What for?" He 
said, "I won't brea!k it." , "Do· you really mean it?" 
"Yes." So he took his watch out of his ,pocket and 
put it in,and then 'he gently manipulated that 'handle, 
and that great -bamnier cama. down and just touch,ed 
the crystal of the watch without breaking it. Then 
he lifted' it, and said, "Is your watch all riglbt?" He 
siid, "Yes.:' 0 that is salfation. All the powers of 
Deity coming to save me, ·b1,lt coming as a lamih. I could 
not stand th~ power. B.ut I can meet all the energies 
of Deity in Him Who' is the Lamb of God. 

I 'r,emind you' that this Lamb is the La:mb of God, 
divinely selected, and divinely o:rdained for a ~rticular 
purpose. In spite of all architectural and engineeriI.1g 
skill sometimes men disoover that they have made a 
machine: or erected a .buiIdfng that is inadequate to 
meet the requ:irements of, that for' which, it was built, 
and they have to increase either the ipow~r or the 
efficiency of the machinery, and :perhaps enlarge the 
building; You know 1· get a' .great deal of comfort 
out of that. There is a 'place up Yonge Street that 

. was built for a railway station, ibuilt by the C.P.R. 
But a great corporation like tlhe' ·C.P.R.· could not 
make a mistake oould it, with· 'all its architects and 
engineers? It did. And after they had built it' they 
did not know what to' do with it.- It is put to ... a' poor 
purpose now I grant you. Hut still they Ihadn't fore
sight ,enou.gh, to see, what was necessary. I jokingly 
referred a short while ago to t'be lI(>ientific notio9 

about vestigal rem.ains, that· we have in us the rem
nants of some organs that have fallen -into disuse be": •. 
cau·se tlbey ibelong. to our fOl'lJjel1ll'S in their lower 
animal state, I do not }mow how -many million years 
ago. It is a lot of r,wbbi-sh, of course, !but however, 
tl:J"ey like to talk 'about it. But I said that never yet 0, 

have 'We heard that· science 'has discovered a defect in 
. anything that God -made. They imagine sometimes they 
find a surplus, 'something that has new failen into d.is-. 
use, but when God made us' He set in our ibodi~s those 
organs and functions' Wlhich were neCessary to ou!!" life. 
Two legs are enough, 'ar'e they not? Do you want to 
buy a third on~? How you pity the man who has. lost 
an arm, and w.b.o Ilias a hook or something of that sort, 
or 'Perhaps an artificial hand just' for appearance sake. 
But do you know t'he greatest macil,ine that ever was 
invented? The human mind has never conceived of 
anything oompllJl"able to a human hand. All God's' works 
are perfect,. • And when He put the sun· in its iPlace it 
was ,big enou'gh for its 'Purpose, and the moon ana aH 
the stars. They ar,e quite adequate .for their 'pqI'lpose., 
Now w.b.en God undertook to save poor sinners He 
selected 'and ortda.ined a Saviour. Do you not think it 
is absoluteIy oertain that' He is a' Saviour Who is well 
a!ble to do what He is ordained to do? Is ther-!l anYibody 
ihere who says, "But He cannot save me." The Maker 
of all worlds cannot save you? What nonsense! Of 
course He can save you. "Behold the Lamb of God." 

II 
Now WHAT DOES HE DO? How DOES HE SAVE US? 

Does He save us from the consequences Qf sin? 0 ye's 
He does; that is why He became a Lamb. "He was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities." The Lord made to meet Uipon Him' the 
iniquity of u,s all. But is that all there is ~n salva"tion. 
o no. "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the- world." That is the big thing, to take 
sin away, is it not ?-not mer-ely to forgive it, not 
merely ·to deliver' us from its, penalty, !but from ',its 

• presence and its power. One of the great 'Problems dn 
any great city is to get rid of its refuse. They h'ave in
cinerators and all' sorts of things, -but how can a great 
city be k~t clean, and take away the things that are 
of- no use, the a~hes;- and the gal1bage, and all th'e reSt 
of it, and keep the city healtlhy. That was God's prolblem, 
to devise a system .0/ sanitation- for' this sin-poUuted 
world, and to make it a place healthy to live in. 'Arid 
the only way by which He could do it was to proVide 
means for taking away the sin of' the world. . 

" III. I 
Where does He take it? First of ·all He to.kes it out 

,of God's sight. That is a blessing, is it not, to' remove 
you·r sin and mine out of the sight of God. How can 
that -be when God se~s everything? How can it be? 
Hazekiah used a figu're tby inspiration which 'is won
derfully suggestive and informing. He said, "Thou hast 
cast" all my sins behind my back." Can you tell me 
where. ~hat, is-ibehind tlie .back of God? He takes the 
sin away so that God does not see it, He:,. does not see 
your sin any more. That is a lovely word in the Song 
of Solomon, wh·ere the 'bridegroom ·s'ays to his spouse, 
"Tlnou art all fair, my love; there is no spot in thee." 
Isn't that a 'wonderful thing? ."Ohrist also loved the 
church, and gave him,~elf for it; that he might sanctify 

\ 

\ 
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," .. 
a:ndcleanse it: witl.· the washing of water Iby the word; . vice-~hairman of' the Home Mission' Board' of the Old 

, that he might. .prese.p.t jt to· himself a gl.orious church, , Conveption for about thirteen years, I had really framed 
.• not having spot, or' wl'Iinkle,' 'or any such thing." Some·.: its policies, and did most' of-its work. And this',little !......, 

l'ady, who-.isn't 01.1i . 'by any' means: looks ·in ·the- gla,!s, nobQdy went down to the board room, a,ncfhe said, ~I ! 
'and~ crfes "0 my,' tJhei'e isa' \Winkle." That is: a sad V{.Qnder if I could see· the ~inutes of th~ Hom,e Mission 

,0 thing, isn't'it,? I went' iQto ,a store .in Austra:J.i:a" a st~re . 'Board ?'~ They said,' !'Wha~ ~nutes ?". "The minutes/' 
that: l:aoked "as though. "it had ·things 'that would serv~ "Well 'wha:t ~inutes. It ha~ .done. it great'deal of business, 
as a nice ipr.esElllt,· 8.Jld· J'picked up som-El ki~d·of a miroror. " and the~ ar~ volumes' and volumes,of mi:~lUtt!s.'. What do, 

. I said, "Wh'al' i·s.that?'! The salesma~ said, "That is for you want them for?" ,'''1 want to try·anq.get.somethi;ng 
.' '. ~e'ladies so'· ,that th:ey. caJ1:' s~e '~l :th·e ~1~m,iB'hEls' "tp.ey, on Dr. ·Shields." To,cQmplete his pictU:r~ .the· only_thin, 
, have.":It was a rii~gnify.ing mirror, so tbat.,a,s t~ey look~_, .lie needed' Wlls .long :ears. A :pQ<?r littleno~ody! , ;But ' 
- in it 'tJhey could s~ej'ust the.,beginnirig of:'a .:wrinkle, and you· kn'ow there are peQpl~ j~st- like. thaJ,;:, th~y like to 

do the very ibest they could to,:smooth it away. The Lord "get something on" somebody.,·, ~'Be careful'now', I have 
. ' Jesus ill ,gojng to have a bride without a spot, ()Il' wrinkle, a secret, and b~' care~u~ ot: I'll tell it.", Well, we have 
, or 'any such thing.,. H~ taketh away·tihe· sin so that 'e'Ven our enemies I dare say; ~ut you knOw.-whet:l He taketb 
, 'God' cannot see it. What a great salvation, is it not? away the sin of the wQrld He puts it out of f;heir sight too. 

~en ther~ is another thing. He tak~ it away where ' '. Arid especially, He tJi:kes it away . where ~~en the "viZ 
.the sinner carnnot see it himself. 'That is a. blessing too.· cannot :find it.. That is· something' to 'be tlrankful for.. . . 
Oh whai a p!ague ··it . is, what Ii serise of. wretchedness .Oh, if the devil could meet us at the judgment seat ~nd 

- it imparts to. us. . I- . remember during ".the fl,rst war say, "Look at this; here is your record.'~ ·But my Saviour 
wheil;' visiting .in' Ertgland seeing the soldiers come in. has looked after that; He .~'as but:ied it deep, deep,· deep. 
atCharing 'Cro'ss' and .other· stations, right from the . In our marriage cer.emony ·we say, ~'Thefefore if: anyone 
front. They" came in' with aU "their" equipment, t~e!r' in His irav~,' where ',even :;the: devil cannot disln~r' i~ 
knalPsack, their 'steel helmet, an!! their ri.f!.e, .. ~eir bIg 'can snow any just ~ause~.why th~se' two perso~s here 
shoe's covered with mud, weighted dowt;l.. When. they present" may not be joined tpogether in matrimony, let 
'goi off the train, there were Peo.i>le there yery often' . him now declare :it, or· else forever hold 'his pea~e:" ... . ... 
1;0 meet them. I kQow of one case .where they said, And wJlen that gI'~at day shall come, an~ the marriage . 
"Now what is your. first requirement, a 'good' meal ?". ,of the Lamb shan :be comEl, and His wife liath, made her... , ..... ~. . 

,"No, ·no." '''A good sl~ep?" "~o, no, nQ." ,"What·.do s'elf rea.dy,_and 'such ~a challenge is ~hro~ in the ieeijl . 
. you want first?'" "I want a '~ath. I wa:n~ to.get th.ese· :-of·tl}.e unive.rs~: '~If anrone can· sho:w any·just ca~~e.. " -:. I 
filthy cloth~ off.. T,ake·.iIp,e somew~ere 'Where I can ba~e.. why these rede~med ~BPi-rits Inay n,ot be: joined in ever- . -

· a b~tIi, and"wh~re.J. can .be clean once ag~in." The' lasting. union, to the _HolY-One, let him now. speak, or .. 
soldier.had been a~ the front until he had:come to loa~be' el$eforever hold his~Peace,'~ there will be a''great silence . 

. himself be<:ause h~ was so unclean., Oh yes. A.nd wh~n . There will ·be no .one· to 'accuse us, because the Lamb 
God, :by - His; ,gracious. ·Spirit, ~~ables' u.s to' s~e . what 'of. ,(}od has ta,ken. away t~'e sin of the world,·· and "the 
sinners we are, we have to:cry out as did the PsalIpist accuser of the brethren" is cast out! Jesus the Holy , 
in our' lesson. this morning:. "Purge 'me" W!th hyssop,> . One stooped to become the .. sinner'S.se8venger,anii took 
and I. shan be clean: wash me" and I ·shall. be . wliiter .. our sins aw:ay,' where they can never again be ·found ..... 
than ·snow." What a ,blessing ii is' that··Goil has pro-' .' Are' you trusting Min? Well trust Him more. Are. 
vided a way whereby, not orily our sins may. he forgiven, you .aChristian?: Well rejoice a little more .this ~l1(iming . .
but we maY be ~eliye:r;ed from the. pollution ·of it, that- If ,you are. nQt a. G:hris~ian, why' aren't you? . Is the~ 
horrible' sense of sin, of ,unworthiness, tb.at Dlakes us any good reason ·why yOIi. should not trust' the ·Lamb of 

.. feel Uke crying like a leper,' "Unclean, .. qp~lean." But . God.? !:Ie <:im save you. ,God grant that He. may; ; Let .' .. 1' . 

. -. . when Jesus takes. it away.:.:-"If we cOD,fese OJlr sins he. .us '/pray. .... . • ........ '. . - . " 
, i.s·;faithfui and:j~st to'forgi~e, us.oLlr ~ins,and to cleanse W.e ~hank Thee,. 0 ~td; fJ!Ir.·Thhie ab~~riding ~e to "us 

· . us from all unrighteousness." 'He inakes U'S clean so that . al'l Binners. If there' is one h.ere this morning who' has not ... :. ,". ." 
we do not loaihe ourselves any mpre .. If' I' d;;ire' to say ~received e~ernal. l!fe w:e. 'pray:that 1lh~ ~at transa~tion . may 
it· the <p.pace of God 'restores to the saved sinner a sense take place. ere·thl~ servIce shall Close; for Tliy Naine's sake, 

, 6-~ • '" Amen 
of self-respect~ If GQd so loved me_ that He- gave H!s " :. '. 
only: begotten Son to' die ~or ~e, ~nd t.o. ~ash away my GREATNESS ·OF· Tim ATONEM£NT 

· s,ins, I must:c~unt for somethl.ng lD .¥lS SIght.· .~~ has . .Jf:!hou hast an ey'~'t9 s~n,take' care to hav~ an-eye to· . ':. 
put a~ay my SlDS, .~d I can hold ull ~y he~d even among . the atOnement too Let thine' eyes be full of ·tears, but . 
the angels. : He taketh avi"ay the sin of the. world. let tliose tears act like 'magnif'yiJig-glasses to .thine ejes, 

Then He takes~ it away where our enemies cannot "find to make the. cro'ss appear a ~ander and a dearer thing 
it.' Have you any enemieS,? I do not know whether you than ever. Nev!'!r let thy, sin shake thy confidence in 

" 

· have, but' I know I have. I do not know why;, I never· Chrl9t, for if thou be a great sinner. glorify him by be-
hUl!t them' at all.· A 'lot of. them are enemies whom I Heving him' to be.a. great:,Saviour.· Do not diminish the. " .. 

. - have never seeri~ They say all soris .. of things about value (jf the blQdd' whilst thou.magnifiest.the intensity of .. 
. me.. I .cannot heLp it of course. But I -,remember years thy. sin. Think as badly of sin as thou canst, but thinlC 
ago a little man who 'did not know what 01J.1f. controversy . right gloriously .of ;Clidst, for' there Is 'no 'sip" however 
was all.about; he had neither heart nor lirliins to know h~ll~sh o~ devilish, which ·the blood of Jesus cannot take 
what it wa~ 'about. He was: ~ :hunian.:no~04Y., "here . aw:ay; and if, the concentrate~ ess~nce 'Of, .ever.ything 
are some ~uma~s who are rImless cl.p~ers;. an~ who 'that is diabolical in iniquitY be found in thyself, 'yet "the 
count ~or almost nothing .. ,B~t he .wanted to get in'with .. 'blood of Jesus-,Ohrist his Son .cleanseth· u's from all sin" 

. ··c~rtain people.. He- wasn!t eXa~tly rimless, because' I· .. and herein we must, '·yea;.imlwill, rejoice'. . . . : ~ 
'J,"e~em~er h.e woreheaV¥ h,orn~d glasses. I had ··b~~n· . -C. H. SP.URGEON-
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THE GREAT· CONTENTION '. '., - ." 
Chapter XXIX in the History of the Battle -for the Bible Among' 
, ~' Baptists of Ontario ~d Quebec " ' . 

\ ' , . By Dr. or. T., Shields 

:THE MONTREAL CONVENTiON OF 1925 

THIS Converition' passed witli.~ut any vez;" notable in- Dr. Shields moved the id'Option of the resolution, and 
• ',cident. But after the Conve~tion. in Noveinlber, 1928,!Ohancellor.Whldden seconded the'motion. 
It wa~ announced that in connection with the installation' The reEiolution was,!put-and earried unanimously, after 
~f' the new 'Chancellor, Dr .. Whidden, an honorary degree which the ~onventi~)D' s~ 'the Doxology." -
would be conferred upon Dr. W. H. P. Faunce, President' ; ' My reader!;!, will nO,t have forgotten 'Dr. McDormond's 
of ~rown University, and one of the outstanding Mod- ' charge that I split ilie 'denomination. I made repeated 
.eml~~ of the 'C9ntinent. He denied virtually every essen- efforts'to avoid d-ivision and to secure units on the basis 
tial doctrine of the gospel. ' of the unity 01 the faith. 'But it will be seen that the Mod-

~ made protest again~t their selectin,g such a man, ern'ists of '~he con~ention would not have it 'SO. 
,an~ the :OlJ,ancellor; in rep1y, said: : The ne~t mornipg, October 80th, the Minutes record': 

. "In choo~ men for the degree of Doctor 01 Laws "Tohe Secretary iIitimated tliat the Serutineers reported 
It has' always 'been the 'haibit of our Senate to make care- that four were elected as members of the Board of Gov-
ful selection onnen oel'Onging to a: circle which we should ,ernors, Mr .. George Matt,hews, Mr. J:'N. 'Shenstone, Rev • 
naturally wish to reeO'gruze."· Dr. T. T. -Shields,~d 'Mr. H. L. Stark." 

Quite in'Cidentally, th~ Chancellor info.rmed 'us tlfat Dr. 'Thus, for the first time in its history, McM~ster Uni-
Faunce was selected because he be'langed to a "circle" versity ,was ;refused ,8, vote of full 'COnfidence by the 

.which.the Un~vers,ity desired"to recognize". \, Conve~t~~~: and a reso'lution was ~carri~d d~a1ing W!th 
. Fro~ 'that 'forward the 'battle raged algain. A;nd be- the pn~cIpl~ of the J?r: Faunce,. dISCUSSIO~, lD'Str-ucting , 
cause of ,my protest, the Sen:atepassed a resolution, which ~he UnIVersIty. to ,exe~1f!e care In confernn'g 'honorary, 
they 'published to tPe whole Denomination, Virtually read-' 0 e,grees. " ' , ' 
ing",ml!' out' of the Denominatfon.· Here is the, fin I _ -I ,was then re-ele~ted to ~e Board of Governors. 
ten'ce:' a sen I may go back for Just a brIef paragmph to the Con-

o ' v~ntion of 1923, when I had the honour,of moving that 
':T;lia:t this ,S!!nate further ~eel'~ its :belief, that the Mr. Albert'Mat'thews be elected President of the Conven-

_ "aetl(~DS and attitnde of D.r. ~elds make It o~Iously im-
, pos'SIble to co-operate WIth him any longer III any oon- tion. Other nominations were withdrawn, and 'Mr. Mat-

" striictive work with 'any hope of success." . ' thews was elected by acclamation. I met him in one of the 
I ne¢d, not .detail an, account of the skirmishes which corridors of the church afterwairds, and, in addressing 

yver~held du,riIilg :the year. 'But in Octdber, 1924, the 'him as "Mr. Pres~dent", I congratulated: hIm. iRe siightly 
Convention met in the Talbot St. Church, London. ibowed his head, and said, "rhad no right to expect this 

of you, Dr. ,Shields",~for he heard that I was re- -
': Th~ :tondon Convention of 1924 

'l1t~re wa'S a great' deal of diS'Cussion of ,:the Faunce 
1l!a~ter, begi?ning' i~ the afternoon, ~d carrying over 
tll1 th,e evenIng seSSIOn. We quote from the Minutes of 
the Year Book of 1924: ' 

, . ' 

- "The President; after' conferring with Dr. Shields, in-
til!1ated that' it had been suggested th'at 'a resolJtion 

.. mIght be framed that .would beaeceptable to ·the dele
'gates, if a,comrpittee' of, five were appointed to retire and 
consider and dTaw up sueh a'resolution. ' 
, The ,Conv~tiQn accepted the. suggestion, and asked 

the President ,to name 'the committee. 
~ancellor W!hiddEiri; MT. IS; J:!M'oo~, Dr. T. T. Shields, 

Dr. J •. H. Farmer, and Rev. John Linton were named as 
the committee. __ ~ 

, ' Tl!.e }finu,tes conunue as follows: ~ 
,"The resolution drawn ,up by the, Committee was read" 

by its secretary, Rev. John Linton. ' . , 
"W'hereas, ~iseussions have arisen from time to time 

witllin this, Convention regarding the 'action, 01 the 'Sen
, ate .of McMaster University in ',gNintiJi'g certain honor-

.. 'ary degrees, , ",' , , 
. "Theretore, be it resolved thl!-t, without impljing any 

reflection upon the' ,Senate, this Convention relies upon 
'the Senate ,to exercise care that"honorary degrees be not 
c~n;ferr«!d upon religious l~aders whose ,theolO'gical views 
'are known to ,be ~ut of harmony With the" earilin8.1 prin-. 
ciples dl evangelif:al-Christianity." '_, 

o , , . 

sponsible for his nomination. 
'The Minutes of the 1924 Convention are. hardly fair. 

The 'Secretary was stil'ongly biased, and he failed entir~ly 
to give, any idea of the strong tide that was running in 
our favour at the London 'Convention. Although the Sen
ate had' to1d the Denomination months before that it 
'Could' not wQr'k with me, the 'Convention passed a res
olution, which I proposed, anij: also re-elected me to the 
'Board of Governors. • ' 

'Then a host of people came ,insisting that I should ac
cept nomination for the presidency. This I'declined to d9: 
and again set Mr. Matthews' name, in nomination, and 
he was' elected. I learned -'after that I had made a g,reat 

. mistake. - . " 
. I have never had any desire for presidencies; or officia:l. 
pOsition~ of any kind,. But had I accepted the sUglgestions 
of my friend'S, 'I should have been 'President of the Con-

, vention, and automati'cally Chairman of the ~xecutive 
Committee, and that ,Committee could not have !played the 
devil, as it rea:lly did between that and: the Session of 1925. 

However, 'I nomina.ted 'Mr. Matthews, because,' not- ' 
withstanding' he had weakly stepped! over the line into 
the other 'camp, I always thOught of him as one of God's 
ndblemen. In my own thinking, I .called him "Abner" 
Matthews, instead of Albert Matthews, be'cause in so 
many respectS he was like Abner the son of Ner, who 

" , 
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fought agairist David because of a mistaken 10¥alty. to 
Saul. But at last he came to David's side, and was, of 
course, "murdered by Joab. But at his death, David la
mented over him, saying, "'Know ye not that there is a 
prince and a great man fallen this day in Israel?" 

. 'Though I was forc~d, on principle, to taJke the ~trong-, 
est possib'le stand against ·Mr. Matthews, yet I always 
loved him, and never fOFgot the days when we had 
wrought- together in J'arvis .,street . Church, and when 
often we had been on our knees together invoking God's 
blessing. 

The naming of Professor Marshall to the Faculty of 
!McMa~ter opens a new chapter, which' we shall cOl}tin,ue 
In our IS'sue next week 

(,To Be 'Continued) 

MARITIME TOUR OF SHIELDS AND 
McINTIRE IN" BEHALF OF Ieee 

REPORTED IN LETTERS 

-' LETTER No.2 
o In connection with the F·aunce 'matter, the Senate had 

issued a statement saying I had been absent from all the . 
meetings when arrangem~nts were made, etc. Inquiring . 

, Saint John to Moncton, N ~B. 
Canadjan National Rai'}lways, 
May 14, 1953. 

/ 
, . 

of the Registrar, I found there had been no meetings of '. Beloved m the Lord: 
the'Senate, but only Committee meetings, and I had ·been A's we boarded the TCA plane from Halifax Dr. Sh'ields -
out of ·the country on both occasions when the Committee gave me the May 7 GOSPEL WITNESS which had jus't come. 
met,. ~nd I cou'ld not have attended in any case, because Here i's a poem he wrote years ago. . 
I was not a member of the Committee. The "I?octor". is reviewing "The Great' Contention", 
. Let me put it just as plainly as I po~si'bly ca;n, and use, which is the Baptist s'truggle for t:tte f'aith in Canada' 
for the sake o'f clarity, one of the ugliest wo,rds in the . centering around the struggle wi'th the Onlario and Que
English language: THE SENATE OF McMASTER UNIVERSI'IT bec Convention. This poem was born in the midst of 
LIEn LIKE BEE~Z'UBUB. battle. 

At the first meeting of the Board o'f ,Governors, after 
the 1924 'Convention, the Secretary, Dr. Bates, asked how 
he was to relate himself to Dr. 'Shields. 'I reminded them 
that they told the ·Denomination· they could not relate 
themselves to me, 'but that in spite of that, the Convention . 
had refused a resolution of con"fidence in the University, 
and had passed, unanimously, a resolution which I pro
posed; and in addition to that, had ,re-ele'cted me to the 

. Board of Governors. . 
I ther~fore reminded the Board that I was the legal 

representative of the 'Convention, and it was their prob
lem to-f.ind qut how they were going to get along with 
me. 

CROSSING AT THE FLOOD 
I am not clim'bing hills to-day, 

I'm making brain and 'brawn; 
In every o'bstacle I see 

A challenge to go on! 
A host of foes encamp around, 

And clouds return again
It.is not raining rain to me: 

It's raining mighty men .. 
I am not ,bearing burdens now, 

But multiplying wealth; 
Investing treasure for the Lord 

To keep my soul in health. 
Though compromise is everywhere 

Nor ·principles bestir,-
It isn't raining rain to 'me: 

It's raining character. 
I am not fighting hard to-day 

The foe's God's errand ,boy 
To bring me packages of ,peace 

And packages of joy! 
Though circumstances press and cramp, 

And winds are contrary, -
His clouds are full of blessing yet, 

It's raining victory. . 

During the Summer of 1925, at a time when I was 
absent on the Pacific Coast, fulfming certain engage
ments, the Board of Governors had appointed a certain 
L. 'H. Ma·rshall as Professor of McMaster University. 
There was a good deal of criticism of the appointment, 
as Mr. Marshall was known to he an out-and-out Mod
ernist. And it w~s perfectly clear to n:te that after the 
settlement at the Convention in London, in 19,24, the 
University deliberately reopened the whole controversy 

. by appointing a rank Modernist to the Faculty of the ' 
University, and that, at a time when I Was nearly three 

The river swollen to a flood, 
The rushing, raging tide, . , 

Conqueredl,!y simple faith in God, 
I cross it" at His side! . . thousand miles away:, and-did not even hear of the meet-

, ings of the Governors :being held. 
At the Hamilton ·Convention I actually J!loved a motion 

to give the Convention oppOrtunity to express 'itself in 
respect to ,my criticisms' of Professor Marshal"l, 'which 
resolution proposed .to declare my p'osition on the Board 
of Governors vacant. . But the 'Convention was evidently 
afraid of the pro·posal. . It was submitted a second time 
by Rev. A. B. Wilson, B.A~; 'but it was not voted upon. 

Professor Marshall gave an add-res's at an evening ses" 
sion of the 'Convention, to, which I took two stenog,raph
ers, and got a veibatim report of his speech, 'drove home 
to Toronto, had the speech tra,nscrihed, set in type, and 
printed in pamphlet farm, during the night, and taken 
back to Hamilton; and circulated amongst the dele'gates 
at the morning Session the next day. 'That is, nearly one 
hundred miles were travelled, the transcription of the 
speech made, set in type, p,rinted, bound,-in less than 
twelve :ttours. -

;" 

The blood He Idled, His Spirit's power, 
His promise of a 'crown,-

And tell me that His every cloud· 
Is raining glory down. (T.T.S.). 

Fredericton i's the capital city of New Brunswick with 
its faS'h'ion and glory and a beautiful ci'ty on the St. John' 
River. 'The Rev. H. ·'G. Sweetland .sponsored our meeting 
in hi'S Calvary Baptist Ohurch, Independent. He is build
ing a new church, and we used the basement, holding 
300, and loud spea-kers were outside. A dozen pastors' 

. co-operated, including mim from indepen1dent works
Norwood Brawn, Ken Kueppers, 'Max ··Bolser, Doug." 
Fraser, Haywa·rd McMann; and from t'he"Uni'ted Bap
tists 1Jh'ere were Raymond Warner, Reij!ben' Wicks, Gor

. don Beck, Joe Duncan, Lou Farrell, and E. Bezanson .. 
Six pastors 'met us at tl}e plane. We went to Sweeting's 

home Where his wife s·erved -eight preachers a rO'ast beef 
supper, and we were. "briefed" on the 'general sjtuat.ion. 
Peo,ple came to the meetiong from all around: The meet-

. ,. 

, , 
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i'ng had been well advelltised, ·and the new Bible, the Re
vised Standard Version, i'S an is'sue and just m'ade for 
our apprO'acl1 to the strugg'le 'in which we are engaged 
for Christ· 

I -spoke on "The Pillar and Ground of the Truth" for 
45 minu·tes._ Shields .spoke on the 'Canad'ian s'truggle for 
an hou'r and 15 minutes. The offering and pledges were 
taken and then questions were asked., and-lbelieve it or 
not-it was eleven o'c1oc'k when the meeting adjourned, 
and 'sUll t1).e people stayed! It reminded me of Acts 20 
where Paul "continued h:is. speech unti1 midnigtht," bu:t 
nobody fell out of a window this time! 

Since' there was no transportation to Saint John for a' 
pIa'ne connection the next 'morn·ing for Dr. Shields and 
Mr. 'Slade, we set out 'at midnight with two of the'breth-
ren and drove through to Saint Jj)hn. -

There 'is a peculiar situation in Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick ·a·s it relates to the Baptist Church property. 

,After the brea:k in Ontario and Quebec, led by Dr. Shields, 
the Baptist Convention in the Maritimes had legi'slation 
placed on the sta'tu'te books to the effect that if a Baptist 
church left the Convention it cou'ld not 'take its property. 
If any minority ·at al1 continued wi:th the Conven:tion, 'the 
property stayed with the Convention. ~ Or, if al1 left, and -
the church became nori-existent, so to speak, the Com
mittee on Home Missions took possession of. the prop
erty. This has ,become an issue since a number of inde
pendent Ba.ptist chu~hes have been organized by people 
simply walking out of their property. It would be in-

. teresting to see the actual phraseology of the law. From 
all reports, it sounds as though it were thoroughly un
Baptisti'C. In the Fredericton meeting, Dr. Sh'ields of
fered to raise the money through THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
to test the law to the highes,t.court of Camada. 

'The Convention here is in' a strange situa:tion. First, 
a~ter a long s~ugg'le, it refused to join t~.e W~rld Coun
oIl of Ohurches. There was a strong mmol'lty. How
ever, we had some part in furnishing facts and informa
tion to the brethren who led the successful opposition. 
Becau'se 'of this action, and the connection o'f the M'ari
time Convention with the two other conventions in Can
ada, all of the United Bapti'sts of Canada have thus been 
kept out of the World Council of Churches. O~ the other 
hand, the Maritime Convention, with -its connection with 
the other two bodies, is listed a's a constituent body of 

. the .Canadian Council of ChurcheS. There is real mod
ernism in the Maritime Convention and it is an issue the 
Hi·ble-believing brethren in the Convention have tp face. 

My meeting last night" was in the historic Main Street 
Baptist Church, whose pastor, Hr. Arthur Vincent, a 
former president .of the Maritime 'Convention, was one of 
the inifluential leaders in keeping the 'Convention out of 
the WOC. He has' been 'pastor here for 18 years and it 
was in this church that the union forming the United 
Baptists of the. Maritime Provinces was effected. 

The tel"ms o'f the Union and the Creed of the Uni·ted 
Ba,ptists :were stipulated at that time. 'This .helped the 

. Fundamentalists in the Convention in their present strug
gle. 'l'he M:odernists are wlways s'aying the Baptists have 
no creed, ·so they can ·believe their variations of moderni'st 
views, and stiU consider themselv.es Baptists. Bu:t Bap
tists, histo~icaIly, have a'lways had a defini'te creed. 

.A!bout 350 people attended the service l'ast night. They 
came out in a rain that had been faI1J~g steadrHy aU 9ay. 
There was a gen:uine and hearty response, a good offer
ing, and pledges received for the ICCC. I presented the 
picture of the struggle on the world level with the WCC 

Q 

versus the IOOC, and then the picture in 'tlhe T,J.nited 
States, the NiOC versus the AlCCC, and discu·ssed the 
proPQsed meeting in Canada for the formation of a Cana
di'an Coun~i~ of Evangelical Protes'tant Churches. About 
half the people present were Baptists. The others were 
from Presbyterian, United Ohurch, Chl'isti'an and Mis
sIonary AI'liance, Salvation Army, Anglican, and others. 

A rally had been held! in -Saint JOhn to introduce the . 
new Bi'ble under the sponsorship of the Ministerial Union. 
Thi's had brought a reaction. One of ~e flpeakers praised 
the new book, noting its poetry, which, he expl'ained, 
could not be received as "fact". He specifically named 
~e falling of ,the walls cJf Jerich~, and the sun s·tanding 
stHI, and other miracles as "poetry, not fact". 'Dr,' Vin
cent h'a'd followe.d tMs meeting with a series. of Sunday 
sermons en tiled, ~'Poetry or Fact-The Wa1ls of Jericho," 
e~ . 

During bhe question period, one United Baptist minis
ter took is'sue with us on some of the things which I had 
said about the new Bible.' He explained th'at he had first 
endorsed the Hible because of the passages referring to' 
the "blood". He also explained t'h'at he was not ready 
to renounce it at this time, either. We pointed out that 
it was not a question of balancing the good and ;the bad 
in the new Bible, but that, since tlie Bible is holy and 
the infa:mble Word of God, any corruption has destroyed 
the usefulness of the Boo·k for the s'heep in the foq·d. The 
perverted Messianic passages to whi~h we had referred 
could not be offset by any other consIderations . 

Dr. Shields and Mr. Slade wil1 be baCk from Truro 
and we toni'ght 'shall be in the Edith Cavell High School 
of -Moncton. . 

At the close of the meeting last night at 10.30, I asked 
how many were glad. they came, and· all held up their 
hands. I met some Presbyteri'ans who were deeply dis
tressed by the· fact th;at the new Bi;ble was 'being used 
from their pu'lpit. 

It is the same aId story---the pastors keep their people 
uninformed. But the people themselves are anxious to 
get information. 'l'hey love Ohrist, and when they hear 
the story of the Tw.entieth Cenltury Reformation move
ment, it finds a ready response. 

Yours in Christ, 
CARL MdINTIRE 

LETTER No.3 I 

Moncton to Boston, via TCA 
May 15,1953 

Dear Friends in Ohri'st: 
When I reached the New Brunswick Hotel Dr. Shields 

and Mr. S!'ade were already back from Truro and we both 
reporfted our experience. God had worked in both places. 
This trip has surely exceeded our expectations. There 
is much more interest and support than we' realized. 
Dt;. S'hields is greatly encouraged. 

In five days I have spoken in. five cities of the "Prov
inces by the Sea"-H'ali'fax, l'ruro, Fredericton, Sain't 
John, and Moncton. The Maritime Provinces are Nova 
Scoma, ~ew Brunswick, and Prince Edfw'ard Island. Since 
Newfoundland has recently been added to the Dominion 
of Canad'a, it too is consIdered a Maritime Province. 

Everywhere there is preparation for' the "coronation 
. of the Queen." The Edith Cavell High Schoo~ ~uditorium 
where we held our meeting last night h'ad a large paint
ing of t'he Que.en and the Duke of Ed'inburgh in the 
center of the stage. It -must have been ~O 'by 15 feet. 

, ..... 
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Portr~its of the Queen are oil every hand. This em- have them today surely must question his relationll'hip 
phas'is is something with which the United States citizen to Chri·st. The chief separationist passage, 2 Co.rinthians 
is not familiar. We do not go quite a·s far as' this in the 6: 14-18 is preceded by Paul's own reco:r;d as a "minister' 
fel'icitaltions o'f our President Canada is loyal to the . of ,God", whom he served "in 'afflictions, in. necessities, , 

. Empire, and there is' deep adm'iration and affection f~r in distresses; in strip'es, in imprisonments,· iIi tumults .... 
the Queen. I .' .by the word of trU'th"by. the power of God, by the a~mour 

'The meet'ing last n'ight was in wonderful spirit, one of righteousness on the right hand and .on the lefj, by ,J 

-df th~ best and ~so the s·mallest. There were '150 ,people honour and diS'honour, by ev,i'l report· and good report:" 
present, but very represenltative and most interested. ~ as deceiv:ers,.and yet true.'~ 'The same man with the same 
found· more Beacon subscrIbers here than any:where else, mes's'age 'is denounced. as' evH by !!lome;' 'jmd as good 'by. : . 
Every audience 'has had a,!lar'ge group of GOSPEL WITNESS others!. '. .... . . 
subscribers. These people read these papers' and know' We h'ad our. usu'al question period, offering,.and.pledges 
-the issues. The Baptists were again in the majority but for the ]ecc. These ·· .. meetings, I believe,·. will bring 
the United Church and Presbyterian pe9ple were, weU -in'Creasing support to the' whoIe Tw.entie~h Century 
represented. The Pregbyterians, ndt too large a group, . Refo'rmation movement., . :' '. . ' 
~s they represent the remnant that re:fused to· go into God has been 'good, .to us.' You-can' see His hand even 
the TJnited Ohurch, are without any vigorous' leadership in the little th'ings. It ~as 11 p:'in. When we got otj:t of 
on the issue of. modernism which' has so definilt~'ly 'infi:l- the meeting. The auditoriutrl was on the third floor of 
trated their present ranks. T.he new Bi'biEi is being' used the building. We packed our litera:ture and all had' slipped: 
in many of their churches. Many he'arts are heavy. I away. 'The. janitor ,closed up and the three of 'us sWod. 
talked to several Pres'byteri'ans who told me they could in the entrance alone. Ho'w could' we. get ·to the. hotel? . / 
not suppo'rt th~ir church any more' because of Modernism. There was no telephone near to caB a taxi:! . Just ~hen 
. Our mee'ting in Moncton was'· without any'local lIuPport. a lady came u'p the steps .. '.'1 wond~reli if you men.had , 

'A Baptist pastor 'first 'accepted the 'IDeeting, but catrcelIed: a Way :to go to tlle-. hotel," 'she said. .. A'fter we left the 
Mr. Slade secured the high school au'd>itoz:ium, placed, the ·meeting; my husband and. I thought you'm,ight n'Ot have. 
notices ·and ads'in the paper, and! we had a meetinq-. .I a way, so we' came' bac~." Yes, that is the ... ~y:·.the Lord 
spoke on, "Faith Comes' by Hearing, and Hearing by. the cares! . . 
Word of God,"'o\Itlines the 'is·sues, and preached. Chnst. Another ·incident 'rejoiced my heart This morning 
'It' wa·s aH so clear and,so s:imple. The people see it and when I we~t tolook~for my"ball point pen, the one I.·am 
ag'I;ee. We are simply bearing Jestimony to the historic now u'sing, I could not find it.' I knew that I had taken 
position o'f the ~vangell.ical c,hurCh. it out of my euiflast night .. I searched everywhere' and 

Dr .. S~h:ields gave ,his testimony: Itt was the. 43rd anni- checked witll the din·ing. room W'here I had, had. break- " 
vers'ary of h'is :ins'tallati.on as pas'tor of the Jarvis Street' fast. I'cou'l'd not imagine wh'at had become of it. _Fin
B~pUs·t ,Chureh, Toron·tol He told' of his going.to TOT- ally, I .gave up; y~ I knew I 'had to have it for th'is let-: 
onto, the 11 years wilthin the Convention before the break, ter: I turned.,to the LOrd and asked Him please to help 

, flle ·struglg}.e with Modernism in' McMaster UIlIiversity me find it, that I might use it for His glory. I told: Hi-m . 
and the Convention, and then of his liberty withou't the that lIe knew exa'Ctly . where it was and· aske4 H.im ·to. 
camp. He deS'Cri'bed' Albraham-not sltaggenng at the show me. When '1'finished, I'turne-d again to 'my brief
promises of God but being strong in faith. He dealt case: I had gone through ~t before. I, sUpped my hand 
wioth the three Hebrews in the fiEiry furn'ace. T'h~ fur- doWn betiwe~n some papers and there ·it was, caught in 
nace not only removed: their ,bonds, but gave them the the bottom.·. God answered my prayer-qui'Ckly. " 
companlionsh'ip of ChrJst, for when ,Nebu'chadnezzar, 'Dr. Shield's had said'in one of his addresses that Mo~ 
lOO'ked in, he said, "Lo, I see four men loo'se, 'waJking ernism and E~olution have removed GQd so far that. ~e 
in ~he ·midst·of the' fi·re, and they have nb h,ur't; and:the cannot hear a b'aby's ch or answer a' s'im~e peti'tion. 
form o'f the fourth ·is like th~ Son of God." .' . ' But our God is a personal' God! ..... . 

Dr. Shields. denounced Model'llisID; and dec.Iare~ it had ~' sat down, tu.rned 'to 'my Bib~e, and' read iPsa'lm 119, 
, to be dealt wI'tlt .. Too 'often the men who !laId they were verses '147-152' "Thou art 'near, 0 Lord; and all thy 

. ·going to fight and clean up the church 'from within were commandments' 'are, truth. Concerning thy testimonies,' 
. ~i'ke Ephraim, and he qudted, "The chi·ldren of Ephraiin, i h'ave known of old that thou hast founded' them' for 

being armed and carrying 'bows, turned back in tne day ever.'" .' " . 
fif, battle." . 'Tonight Dr .. Shields· and Mr. Slade will be in :SaCkviUe; 
.. Dr: Shield's surely has not h'is e'qua'l in preaching. His and to-morrOw they fly to. Toronto. ' 

. :precis~ .. Engli~q, his :!e~servo~r of poetrY, Ms' constant .use ,June 18-23 i,s the date of the Toronfu Conference. " . 
of th~ .Scriptures, his presence in a pulpU, and Ms gifts Come 'if you can. ,Join us aU 'in prayer for it.:'. 
of, gra'Ce, make him a champ'ion whom the Philistines' Your's in Christ . 
ca~mot tie. 'Cnt MdINTIRE 

. " All his o'p'ponents of former years are dead. He o.nly 
is left, a giant physically' and spiritually. Also, his com
pandons in b'attle of earlier year:s have already passed 
over Jord'an-Massey, Norr~s, ReiHy, Dixon, PettingiU,' 
Stra'ton, Van O~del!J. B,ut ,Go;d is'.using T. T. Sh'ields and 
his GOSPEL Wl'fNESS in this hour to help buIld a Canadi~n 
.(lounen of Evangelical Protesltant Churches';' to challenge, 

/ in' a,' way that counts, ,the' modern'ist Go};iath. Lines wiU 
be dralwn more cle'arly' and issues brought "out into the 
open. ''',' 

Dr. :Shields \~as his enemies, 'but a man' who does not 

. ' .. - ... 
. -

P.S. When our' plane reached Boston it was too foggy 
to land. ' It cou'ld not land either at Bed,ford or at Provi
dence, R'I., so'it re'turned""to Moncton, New :J3runswick .. , 
:I joined Dr. ~Shields and Mr. 'Slade· for dinner, and then· 
was sent out on a plane to Montreal, and reached New 
York' at 3':10 a.m., "getting back tq CdllingS'WOod about 
8 a.m. It was worth it all :many times ov:er, .an:d this first 
trip into the Maritime Provin'Ces on behalf of the .'Iece 
will bear abiding fruit for the .cause of the true church, 
the' true ,Gospel, and' the glory of our 'Redeemer. 

L j: • 
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Jarvis·' Street Church 125th Annual· . :Business: Meeting 
. , 

THE Annual Business Meeting of 'Jarvis 'St:reet 'Bap- p!lrti~uIars ·1i!;!~\irs~e~t.s exce~ded receipt~, it will be' 
. . . I Th da 'n last when observed that In the hst of" balances, all that was pro-
Gr~:~~aO~~:~::: ~~::Hy.fi~:. ~~:e~~a~ons"Board ~ided 'fo~, so that there ~as a ... ·cr~dit. .ib~}ance in" all. 

th I Y t' ,'. I cted' Mr Paul Bauman accounts.· . . . '. . 
of '. e ast wo ye~s 'Was re-~ ~ i., • e Mr 'H' 'B' 'The "~peliditul"es for. THE GOSPEL WITNESS, WhICh IS . 
. Mr. R~~ertND<.>~nIn~.Mf" ~avI:.!~r~~~~r ~nd Mr:;a printed "Missionary" circulating in .. sixty ~ dif~erent 
Maw, J.ur. orman ICO, .. r. , _. countries and 'TORONTO BAPTIST ,SEMINARY, WhICh I~ also . 

.. ' . W~ J. T~Oml>son~f' the .Treasurer for the year ending . a miss~o~ary enterprise' iii. preparing. men for p~toral . 
'. M;!~ 31~r:~953, showed a balan:ce in ali acceants,-"and . ~n~'missionai'y w?r~, added. to- Pte a-m~un~.s spe'cIfiCally 
. total . ts f $17527440 The Treasurer's Report ilesIlgnated for MISSIons, ~rIn~ the chureh s. totai ex~ra 

.. ~ec~~ bOo the cO~P~Y'~ standing and 'singing ilie. c~J.Urch expenditures for" mission~ry and jeneyolent,work 
. was ~ op .y. .' • to over $100,000 or, to be .exact, $100,0.02.23. 
DOTX~logi; c ns'. Report 'as presented' by Mr. Robert .. · . FoUowing the ad'journm.ent .. o! -th,e meeting ~e .co~-
Sh-~. e ea 0 .. II .. "'any. descended to the Inter-mediate Hall, where ie:(reo.l1-.er was-as \1.0 ows: .~ 

.' .... " ments·were served.. .. 
Dr. ShIelds and ChrIstian friends:1 . On the Pastor's forty-third, AnnIversary ~unday, May 
Being, by grace ~umbered! alI!-ong those who 10V:El the 17th. in addition. to. the address which was read' by 

Lord rJesus·IChrist: in sincerity and in tru~i .~ur heart~' De~on Maw, the Pastor·. was ·pt.esented with a substan
desire and prayer is that He might be magnIfIed an,d ~IS tial cheque. He had not the slightest idea that the social 
kingdom ·extended. ..... . '-," meeting; " .. ·following the Annual Business Meeting, had 
- Looking back upon another's year's effort~ towa:d .. any·connection. with his annivers~. What followed was 
tha~end, in this pla:ce, we. are ~uin'kfu"l ~.at once. agaIn the compietest .surpri13e the Pastor has ever had in h~s 
we are alble ;to'say that thIS .0bJect has been ~bu~aantly. long ministry. In view of .wh~t was done on .. the ~nm7 
attained. ". . versary 'Sunday, he natura:lly assumed t1?-at the 'anmvez:-

Under the I~adership of our ·great..:heart~dr :PastoJ" ·and siry ceiebration was' a -matter of history.. . 
his faithful .Associate,_ every means:that we have .sup- . Rev. 'H. C. Slade, following the refreshments, 'made a: 
~rted for the prop~gation of the truijI has b~en P!O~-" ... very ~ind .. and . g~nerous speech, and then. called· upon 
pered and continued, as in former'year, unabated." '. Mr.·W. J. Hutchinson, who.has ibeen our chOIr leader'for 
. The WQrd has been fatthfully proclaimed week by w~e~., thirty years. Mr. 'Hutchinson made a very happy,. and 
with the' result that numbers have ·been added; .. tQ: .th.~ characteristic :Hutchinsonian speech. And there was 
Lol-d others have foliowed on to obey Him, 'and all~. as ~ brought into· view a handsome upholstered chai,r, with 
a whole, . have profited from .the doctrine so ~e.:a·rly .set handsome . lamps behind it. "The" chair was 'comfortable 
fQrth. . . .' .... sitting up, but by leaning.baGk it spreads out almost into 

The weekly message ·.rJf THE GOSPEL,. WITNESS has".a bed. There was an anniversary ca:~e, and an a:bundance 
brought forth,hundred's of testimonies telling of i~~.~s~- of flowers; and, we need not ad'd, a superabundance of 
fulness. ,The Seminary has sent . forth its quota of stu- refreshments.'. . 
dents, of whom we may· justly feel proud'. _ New. chu~~es '. ,Such loyalty and affection; as was manifested Thu;s
and missions have sought ~~r help,' ~nd 'We ~a~~ I)j~en " day'nilght,:and all based on sUp'reme loyalty to ChrISt, 
enabled to sup..p}y it. By these ~nd' other means the tru~ . cannot, we Jbelieve, be excelIed. in .al).y church on earth. 
has gone o~t. ." . '. ...... The 'Pastor and Edi'tor, confesses that aifter forty-~ree 

We are than'kful th'at our ~rd has been ple8;Sed so ~ years: of ser'v.ice in one church, 'he was deeply moved. by 
use us.' And as we . face the. future we do so WitP. COpfI- _this manifestation of continijing' loyaltyan.d affectIon, 
dence, knowin'g' that a s"pil'it of I:ove and harmony pre- and writes' this account of the o'ccasion with deepest 
vails in oqr midst, and that ther~ .. is, along w~th i"~jo,icing . gratitude.... . 
for past~ blessing,.an appare:nt desire on the ~art of our We 'hope 'such conditions .may OIbtain in many other 
p~p1e for a still g~eater ~e~sure of.b~e~sIng, :and ,a churches; but" we rather doubt.it. !'leve~ until we get to . 
longing'ifor a .great. outpourmg of the 'SpIrIt of God.· "'Heaven itsel'£, do we expect to enJ.oy such heavenly. ex-

Through the year our Lord has taken from our midst periences as we. enjoy in Ja'r'vis IStree~ 
a nurn:ber for greater service above. The names follow: ' 
(as is our usual. 'custOm we shall stand ~. these, names --. --. """: ...:.. --BO---O-K .... S-A-N-O-.-B-O ..... O-K.:.L-ETS..;... -, ---....., 

'are read)...:....·, . '. ' . '., 
, 'Mr. Wm.Bears, Mrs. Robert Black, 'Mrs. J. E. Bril- .. 8y DR •. T. T •. SHlaDS'" 

.. linger, Mr. John: COull, Miss 'LUCY Cozens, Mrs. W. J. .Oth';"UttI~.SMps'": • • .. 
·Dow-son, Mr. Wm. Rigby. Mr·s. John Elliott, Mrs. Grace

h 
''The Plot Thet,~ned" .. _.~ ." . . 2.CIO . 

Hudson, Mr; F: E. Kingdom, Mr. 'Geol"ge Nicol, 'Mrs. Jo n Spoclei JIIustretecl Number~ of Sept •. 28 . . ~. 
Reid, Mr. G'eorge Rowe,· Mrs. E: B. Taylor, M:f.. 'Harry !·R .... II .... or Ruth.-rfotdlam" •. 71( .. ,.,.;; • . '" .~I_ 
Trathen, Mr. e.·B. Wh·ite; Ml".:F. Wotten. , 'on... 'epeey In the Light Of'ScriPture-;- 26 peg ___ .21 

Re'ports of' the ·Bible S'ch~ol, the W0nlen's ~issi~n~ry "Th. 'CafonI Graup .(n.~. _ ... , .. ' '." ".' . ... .. .GII. 
Prayer 'Meeting,. Senior and J.unior Dorcas 'SOCIetIes, UDoe, lCIIIod In Action M .. n Gon. to H .. "..," .. JII . 
Senior and Junior Choirs, were all re'ceived, and adopted ;th •. Christlan AttItucI.t-erci ~""~.nfla. " . .GII 

:.". 

with enthusiasm. '. ' "Th. God of' All Comfort-' . .GIl 
The Report of Toronto Baptist iSeminary was pre- Tire Gospel ... Wifness. ".' . ". . : '. ". • '.' 

sented by Dr. Olive L;IClark.:· .' . . . 130 Gerrard Street East, Toronto 2 • Canada:: 

. c 

While ~e Treasurer's report sho:werl: that in o~e or two, 
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J. v. McAree 

it is plain tliat some mundane inf~ueD"ces.were at work 
and perhaps proved decisive in .. the end·. For example, 
there was the case of the secretary of the chuTCh, a 
Modernist, who refused to give Dr. Shield,s the key. to 
the cupboard where the l!\inute book and other records 
were kept. The pastor thundered at her and she sur-
rendered. . . . 

For several weeks past THE GOSPEL WITNESS has been 
publishing a series of a'rticles under the title "The Great 
Contention", by the Rev. Dr. T. T. Shields. It dea:l's with 
the issues which shook and divided the Baptist ChurC'.h in . 
Canada more than thirty years ago. The split has not 
'been healed, .and the result is that while Dr. Shields is Re~ords Helped, Too 
in ~ stronger position than ever as a leader of'the Funda- Had these records not been Rvailalblie to· Dr. ·Shields at 
mentlalists, the number of Modernists in the church as a critical moment, the fight. would have been lost. He 
in other 'branches of the Protestant churches, has' in- woqld ·then have oeen unable to meet an ons'laught of 
crea'Sed. T'he Jarvis Street Baptist Church remains as the enemy who had tried to keep certain members from 
a rock in the ocean on .which tides 4nd assaults of the _ voting at the- meeting of September 21:.- It was then 
Modernists beat in vain; but we should say that it is be- ut:ged that ce.rtain people should not vote because. they 
coming more isolated than evei-. This is merely" a per- had never been. 'interviewed and passed by the d·eacons 
sona:l ~inion based on the b~lief that everywhere more of the c~urch, the n'orm'al procedu:r;e for -membership. 
and more people are willing to take the position that the But from the records Dr. Shields was alble to show that 
Bible need not be accepted literally, with one word ·as in the past many members hald been accepted without a 
Divinely inspired as another, if one is to be a Christian. deaconal baptism. These members voted for him and 
So :far .has modernism gone in the Church of England might have turned the tide. Throughout the fight he 
that a d'istinguished bishop remained unmolested when he was at the great disadvantage of having practically a:t! 
rejecte'd the miracles in toto and denied the Virgin Birth. the ·church officials ranged against him. Dr. Shields 

. . . says : "-The lesson that may be learned from our ex-
By a ~arrow Margm, .' ·petience is simply this: that· when a church is in trouble 

In 1921, when the 'sChism in the Jarvis Street Church thos·e who love the Lord and 'desi-re to see His work.pros
reaC'heii a crisis which re-esta:blished Dr. Shields as the per, should give themselves with· renewed ·zeal to the 
pastor and resl}l"ted in the· resignation of many of the . ministries of prayer and preaching; in which ·case the 
moSlt prominent members of his flock, he had been in the Lord w'illlook after the rest.'" 
church for eleven years. His preaching had attracted I.. ... , . 
attention :far and wide ·and he had giv.en new life to the .Flghtmg God s Battle 
churCh. But from McMaster University had. come the He was addressing himself particull!-rly to other pas-
voices of the Modernists and' between them and Dr .. tors. who may find the~selve's 'at odds with their con
Shields a long and bitter fight ha!d been wa:ged. The gregat'ions on such issues as Fundamenta:lism vs. Mod
congregation was d~vid~d. Most of the wea1:thy members e~ism. The pI-ain suggestion is that tho.ugh the battle 
accepted the Modernist view. There was no way of know- was won for the Jarvi~ Street Baptist ChurC'h, it has not 
i'ng, when the crisis approached, what stand the average been won in many other churches throughout the country. 
man in the pews would take. The~ attempt was made· to 'There is something of a cloak-aneJ-dagger aIr about some 
force Dr. Shields to resign. He had, it was charged of the moves made by t~e Fundamentalists· to thwart the 
divid·ed . the congregation. T'his was not denied .. Dr: Modernists. Dr. Shields and one of his su·worters went 
Shields' position was· tha't he wa·s simply maintaining the ~t midnight to the churC'h offices, treading on the. grassy 
traditional Baptist position with regard to Biblicaq inter- boulevard so as to be silent, and there spent the hours 
pretation. He had offered to resign if the congregation until almost sUD"ris.e copying out vital statis·tic9. When 
by a two-th'ird's vote did not support him. Later this the time for the final vote came. the church was packed. 
was modified to a "substantial''' majority. In the end it There were spectators as well as members. As'ked to 
was·by the narrow margin o'f S51-310·that he was sus- leave, some of them crouched on- the floor behind! the 
t'ained. So far as subsequent events were concerned it pews, but it does not appear that they were able to vote. 
might as well have been 661-0, for from that day to this The ~aIIots were· counted in an atmosphere tense ·and 
Dr. 'Shields' authority has remained unchallenged. electric, and the jubilation when the resu'lt was an

Conflicting Prayers 
Reviewing the struggle, Dr. S'hield's says tliat victory 

was brought aJbout. by prayer. In the church itself dif
ferent groups feU on their knees and prayed for victory, 
that is to say they prayed a'gain-st each other. In hun
dreds of homes throughout the 'city prayers and insults 
were banded about ~with equal fervor. One is reminded 
of Shylock's remar'k: "How .these .Christians love one 
another!" In sincer'ity of purpose there was not a 
ha'pence of di'fference between them. The Fundamen
talists were certain that the Modernists would in the 
end destroy alt belief, in God. The Modernists felt'that 
the fundamental'ists by· insi-sting upon beliefs which the 
average rational man in the twentieth century could onot 
accept, were driving worshippers out of the chll'rch and 
leaving them a prey to atheism. So they sent u·p their 
rival. and conflicting petitions to the Throne of Grace. 
But reviewing the field of battle long after the event, 

nounced can be· imagined. . Nothing stirs so much deep. 
..... emotion as· a religious dispute because those imTo1ved 

believe they are, fighting God's battle. Why any ·:nere 
human should think it necessary:, to fight God's bl,lttles 
baff!les' us, for we are essentially 'a modest man. Maybe 
it is for the exercise. In any event, Dr. Shields' vietory .. 
was com-plete and final. The old dea:cons and other 
church officials were expelled and ·the church resumej its 
triumphant course. 

GOSPEL WITNESS PUBLICATIONS 
"The Priest, the Women, end the Confe •• ioner': by Fether 

Chlnlquy . ____ ._ .. _._.~ ___ ._ .... ---.,.fl.OO 
"The Greetest Fight In· the World", by C. H.· Spurgeon, 

64 pege. _____ • ___ •. _._._ ..•..... _._______ .2& 

Blekeney's "Menuel of Romlsh Controversy", 316 pege., $1.00. 

Tli. GO"..'. WI,. ... 
130 Serr.rd Street E.n. Toronto 2 C.Mdii 
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Bible School Lesson Ollllin,e ' 
° Vol. 17 Second Quarter Lesson 11 

OLIVE L. CLARK,°Ph.D. (Tor.) 

THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS 
Lesson Text: John 19 :16~30. 

June 14, 1953 

Golden Text,: "All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way; and the Lord ,hath .laid 
on him the ,iniquity, of us all."-Isaiah 5'3:6. 

~. His Crucifixion: verses 16~22. • 
The civil trial of Christ before Pilate and before Herod was 

character~zed from beginning to end by injustice, cruelty and 
unreasonableness. Pilate knew that Christ was innocent of 
the charges broUlg'ht against Him by his foes, yet he would 
not release Him. The merciless throng, roused to a high 
pitch of excitement and anger, unmoved, 'by any 8IPpeal to 
their higher feelings, were insistent in their demands that 
Christ :be crucified. Urged' on by ·their leaders, they ·brought 
successive charges against the, Sa'Viour, saying that He was 
'causin~ 'sedition, that He had ,btoken their laws, and that 
He clwmea to be the 'Son of God. Wihen Pilate continued to 
hesitate, they finally obtained their will by appealing to his 
llersonal fears (v.' 12). Christ was led away to be crucified. 

The Jewish priests had delivered Christ to Pilate, and 
Pilate in turn had delivered Him again to the Jewish au
thorities to caITY out the crucifixion.' Tne responsibility for 
this dreadful deed rests, therefore, upon the Romans, upon 
the Jews, and upon every, individual, whose ,sins made neces
sary the death of the Lamb of God (~cts 2:23; 3:14, 15; 
4: 10; 7 :52). And yet, Christ was ordmned from all eternity 
to be the Saviour of the w.orld (1 Pet. 1:20; Rev'. 13:8). The 
wrath of men brought praise to God, and Divine love changed 
history's greatest' tragedy into ear!th's ·greatest triumph 
(Isa. 53:6; John 3:16); 2 Cor. 5:19; Col. 2 :14, 15)! ' 
• It· was at Bethlehem that Chrislt began to bear His cross, 
the emblem of suffering, shame 'and death, for it was there 
that 'He first identified Himself with mortal man and was 
made in the likeness of sinful flesh (Rom. 8:3; Bhil. 2:6-8; 
Heb., 2:9'-16). There was a definite limit to that journey of 
condescension; it ended at Calvary. Once our Saviour.had 
p~ken of de'ath, the, crown of 'glory became His portion 
(Luke 24:26; Rom. 6;10; Phil.,2:9-11; Heb. 1:1-4; 2: 7, 8). 
Golgotha is the Hebrew name for "the Place of the Skull" 
which the Romans called, "Calvary" (Luke 23:33). 

Three crosses were silhouetted against the Eastern sky, 
and that of Christ was "in the midst". Christ is ever pre

'eminent; His cross represents the central fact of aU history. 
It is indeed true that ' 

"All the li'ght of sacred story 
Gathers round its head su·blime." 

The proximity of the ,other two crosses to the' cross of 
Ohrif,'lt suggests some lessons. 'Christ died for ,sin; the re..: 
pentant thief, died to sin, and the unrepentmif thief died in 
sin. One represents salvation revealed; another salvation reo 
ceived, and the third represents salvation 'rejected. "One 
dying thief was saved, that none mIght despai.r, ,but only one, 
that none might presume." 

The inscription, written in Hebrew, La.tin and Greek, sets 
forth the universality of Christ's death; He died for all man
kind. These were the (hree great languages of the day: 
Hebrew, the language of religion; Latin, the language of 
governmen1;; Greek, the language of culture. OhriS't was the 

, High Priest, He was the Kin'g, ~nd He was Wisdom (1 Cor. 
1:24,30; Col. 2:3). 
II. His Death: verses 23-30. 

'Many Scripture prophecies dealing with the intimate de
tails of His death and crucifixion were fulfilled during these 
last twenty-four hours of ,9ur Lord's earthly life, and they 
indicate that He was accomplishing the will of God for the 
redemption of the world; Christ died' for our si·ns, according 
to the Scriptures (1 'Cor. 15:3. John mentions four of these 
propheeies; the lots (Psa. 22:18), the vinegar ('Psa. 69:21), 
the unbroken body (Psa. 34:20), and the pierced side (Zech. 
12:10: Rev. 1:7). , ' ........ -
, 'Tenderly our Saviour com~itted His mother to the care of 
John, the l)eloved disciple. Human relationships are ever 
sanctifie,d, when Christ is given His rightful place. The 
hoone that is hallowed iby the presenc~ of Christ knows joy 

(John 2:2), peace (John 12: 1, 1), resto~ation (Matt. 8:14, 15) 
and life (Luke 8:51-56). 

Christ shouted with a loud voice of triumph, "It is fin
ished." He ~ad c.ompleted the. work given H;im to do (John 
17:4),-He had paId the full pnce of redemption, and He had 
borne the iniquity of the whole world (John 1:28). Still 
sovereign, He dismi'ssed His Spirit (John 10:17, 18; 19:11). 
Behold your God! Our salvation was purchased with the 
blood of God (Acts 20:28)! ' 

, THE FABLE OF THE OAK AND THE VIOLET 
In a large garden there grew a fine oa~ tree with its 

wide-spreadin'g' branches; and 'at its foot there 'grew a 
sweet and modest violet. The oak one day looked down 
in scorn upon the violet and said, "You, poor little thing, 
will soon be dead and withered; for you have no strength, 
no size, and are of no good to anyone. But I am large 
arrd strong; I s'hall stilI live -for ages, and th~n 'r shall be 
made ,into a large ship to sail on the ocean, or into a 
palace where 'kings and queens dwell. I shall have a place 
of honour in this world for years and years and years." 

"Yes," answered the violet in its humility, "God has 
given you strength and me sweetness. I offer Him hack 
my fragrance, and ani thankful. I hope to die fragrantly 
as I have lived fr3!grantly, but we are 'both only ~at 
God made us, and !both' of us are where ,Goq ,placed us. 
He knows best, and He will not expect me to be strong, 
lj'ke you are, but He wishes me to be small, but sweet." 

Not'long afterward the oak was struck, :by lightning 
and shivered to splinters. Its end .... WJlS to 'be 'burned. 
But the violet was gently gathered by the hand of a 
Christian lady, who carefully pressed it, and kept it for 
years in the leaves of h~r Bible to refresh he"rself with 
its fragrance. Here we see the difference ibetwee~ pride 

. and humility. 'How foolish it'is for anyone to :boast! 
, Let us all humbly and joyfully do what the Lord wishes 

us to do.-Selected. 

A -FINE LEITER 
EDITORIAL NOTE: We all make mistakes in judgment 

and condu~t: it takes a real man to acknowledge, "I was 
wrong." Hundreds of others who we~t wrong with their 
,brother would !bring ~eace to their own conscience if 
they would do ,as he has done. ' 
Dr . .shields, Toronto, May 16, 1953. 
Dear Sir: ' 

For some time now I have been ,going to write you and say 
what 'a 'blessing I have received from reading your sermons 
iI{ "The Gospel Witness". 'May I take a moment of your time 
to explain my reason for writing. ' 

Back in 1949 when the split came in the 'Seminary, I was 
present at the meeting in your church, and sorry to confess 
I was one of the hand'Clapping empty-heads who cheered 
Gordon Brown; and at the close of the meeting that night 
another young man, and I walked down the aisle and across 
the f.ront of your church and shook hands with Mr. Brown, 
as no d'oubt many others did. However, I realize, sir, I did 
it ignorantly and in unbelief. Shortly after that, my boss 
at the office 'began bringing me a copy of "The Gospel Wit-. 
ness" each week, and has done so ever since, for which I 
thank God. I soon realized that only a man of God, and one 
who was led by the 'Spirit of 'God, could preach as you preach. 
And I have since asked God to forgive me for misjudging 
one of His servants. , 

I have several times noticed in reading the Church page 
in the newspaper, that Runnymede Road Baptist Church fre
quently has a motion picture at the Sunday· evening service 
(just the thing for a lazy 'preacher), but I 'thank God I have 
never been disappointed by such a practice at JarVis Street, 
as I have attended a few of your Sunday services. 

I may say in closing, sir, that one part of my sma:lllibrary 
that I treasure the most is my "Gospel Witness" file which 
I have kept ana frequently read' throU'gh again. ' 

'May 'God continue :to give you strength to ,stand" firm as 
a modern day Daniel! Yours in 'Him, ______ , ___ _ 
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