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Once. More: Salvation' Made Simple 
A Sermon by the ·Pastor,· Dr. ,T. T ~ SHields 

• I .. _ . . • .' ~ 

Preached 'in Jarvis· Street Baptist Chu·rch, Toronto, SUI).day Morning, July, 2, 1950 
. - ,.' ... 

(Electrically ~e!;orded) 

"For with the heart man ·believeth unto tignteousness, and with the mouth confes­
sion is made unto salvation.-'Rom.·.10 :10. 

~rayer Before the Sermon thai :anyone here, apd everyone here ·may know the ~aY ~ 
Oh Lord,' we invoke the special aid. of Thy Spirit, this' ,of Life. There may -be some here this morning who are 

morning. that we ~ay.understa,nd Thy word. We, thank ,T~ee not. really saved,' there may be some who·really are saved 
. that thou hast spoken ·to us m human speech. Thou hast btl k' 'h fl'. .' 

made the way of life very simple, and yet we remember that '. u ~r~ ac mg t .e. u -I a's~ur~nce of fruth, and I '~ow 
the god of .this,world hath -blinde~ the minds of them,that of no s~mpler word m the 'ScrIpture than th~t ~ontamed 
believe not lest the light of the .glorious Gospel of" Christ, in 'the tenth chapter of Romans. . .. , , . 
Who is the il!l!!ge .of 'G~, should :shin~ unto,'tliem. yv'e pray, The a·postle Paul·was a very ar'dent evangelist as well·· 
that Thou wIlt glve slght to the blInd thIS mornIng, that b·" , I ·h • I .',. 
Thou wHt remove -the scales from the £'yes .of any -to whom ·as' emg an aposte, 'and.' e was. a w~ys' endeavoun·ng 
the way of Life is obscure, who are to-day without the full ~o lead. ~he unsaved' to ChrIst, and m thIS chapter he tells 
assu!ance' of f~th .. Our prayers are 'Qefore .Thee ~!>r .this us tliat ·he ·has a. great .desire for the salvation of his 
se;rv-Ice.. ·Many m Thy presenc~ ha,:,e already. lIstened. to .~p.y . own people. "My heart"s des·ire and prayer to God for 
Word. We pray that now Thou wIlt deal wlth us e~ch one, ·1 el' th· " . 
with those who do not know Thee in :such a way tliat they , ~r~. ·-1S, that ey mIght be ~ved. , 
may 'Pass from death unto life, and with Thine own childTen,. ' 
·that 'their desire for the salvation of men and for their: own 
increased confol"mitr to the image of Christ maYl:>e intensi­
fied. Use this servIce for Thy greater ·glory., for Thy Name's 

. sali:e. Amen. ' 
( 

I T IS not ·easy· for a preacher always to explain to 
others the goings of God on his own spirit, but some­

times he maY"be strangely but unmistakably led of the· 
Spirit of God 'to do and say the simplest things, iIi order 
th~t somebody may be.helped ... I. want you to think ·with· 
me ·a little· on the very familiar chapter which we read 
together this morning. It is thesi-mple way of salvatio,n, 
as 'here outlined, which has been laid upon my mind this 
morning, as a text for my message. . 

'.. \ 

I ·am afraid that sometimes. preachers preach to them~ 
selves. They are like some clas~ical ·singers, who ·sing 
to themselves; n()lbody else understands ·what they are 
singing. Well there are preachers like that, who· prea'Ch 
for their own entertainment, ·and I -hope for their-own 

, edification, because sometimes the ·people are quite mysti-
fied as to what -the dear man is talking aIbout. , 

Now I shall try to speak this morning in such a way 

I.. 

.. That Ought To ~e Tl11e--of .Us . 
Now 'that ought 1;0 oe true of us in respect to everyone 

· who d·oesinot know 'Christ. We ought to desire their s'al­
vation; 'and we ought earnestly to 'pray for it. Nor 
sho.uld we'ta~e'it for granted that re;Iigious people' are 
necessarily saved, because the apostle here says -tha't he 
bears them record· that they have a zeal for God. They' 
Welle intenselyreligljou~; no one could be more so, but 
their zeal was "not ,accor'ding to knoW'led'ge," and they· 
were not saved by their zeal. He contrasts the rig.hteous­
ness of the law with. the iigliteoltsness of faith, and de-, 

· crares'that "IChrist is the end of the raw for righteousness 
to ·every one that believeth." . If YOIi" have Christ then' 
the righteousness of the law· is fulfilled in you ·because 

· Hi.s righteousness· is lmputed~to'you. _. . 

How Can We Be Sure? 
NoW all that we know. But 'the question is, how 'can I 

be absolutely' sure?' There 'are some strange phrases in 
this familiar chapter, and some perhaps· which. we as­
sume ~e upd~~d, 'and! yet perhaps they lJlay not be 
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quite clear to· ·us. How many people imagine that. they 
must :have some extraordinary experience, like an electri­
cal shock, when they are converted. They do not under­
stand how sweetly natural the supernatural can be. And 
often, perhaps, we have wished that we could have been 

,-. on earth when Jesus was here. ·/We have'expres~ed it in 
. the hymn we Sling: 

"I think when I read that sweet story of old, 
. W!hen Jesus was ,her.e among Ipen,. . 

How He called little children as lambs to HIS fold; 
I should' ]'ike to have ,been with them then." 

We shou'I~ like to have ,been near H~m; we should like to 
have b~n able to see Him; we should like to have been able 
to see Him lay His hands upon the heads of the little chil­
d'ren ; we should 'l>ike' to have ·had His han~s laid· 
upon our heads. 'So we sing. And so perhaps we are in­
clined to think we must needs go into Heaven to ~l'Iing 
Christ down from above, or 'into the depths to bring Him 
up again from the dead. 

The Word of Salvation Is Nigh Unto Us 
...But this chapter tells' us that the way of salvation, 

the means of sa:lvation are nigh unto us, even "the word 
of faith which we preach." We haven't to leave the pew 
:here we are sitting, or the particular seat in the pew. 

There is no reason why salrvation should not come to 
every m~n and woman, and every boy and girl in this' 
assembly this wet morning, if indeed we desire to know 
the Lore. Sometimes such occasions as this 'are specially 
favourable. I ·know we do not loiRe it whensQ many 
people are away on holiday, and these weekend holidays 
are rather disastrous to the Lord's work. Then when 
.added to that you have a rainy morning besides" pre­
ceded by a: dark morning, which ~ed manY people to turn 
over again and go to sleep, it seems as though everything' 
is against us. But yet it was on ju'st suCh. a morning, as 
that ,the great 'Spurgeon was' converted, when there' was 
just a handful of people in the little chapel ~n ·Colchester. 
And he was only a lad of sixteen or seventeen, perhaps 
younger than that, when the truth of Ood reached hin;t. 
He tells that he has often thanked God that they had 
such an ignorant man in the pUlpit on that occasion that 
he couldn't do anything but repeat: his text. It would be 
a good thing if- sonie of 'the res( of us wel,'e just to do 
that, so that in the en'd we should: ·be able to say as the 
Lord said of His d~sciples, "I 'have given tliem Thy 
word." . 

~ What Is the Meaning of This Phrase? 
Now what is the" meaning"'of this phrase-"The word 

is nigh thee, even in thy mou·th, and in· thy heart; that 
is, the word of faith, which we ·preach." Now that is 
rather ·a striking sentence, isn't it? "The word ~s nigh 
thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart; that is, the 
word of faith which we preach." What does it mean 
to have. the word of IGod in our mouths? "Ou,t of the 
abundan'Ce of the heart the' mouth. speaketh," and to 
have the word in our mouths, I suppose, is for our hearts 
to overflow with the conviction of ·its truth. We beJ.iev~ 
with the heart, and confess' with the mouth. 
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say, "Yes, I have no doubt, that must be true," and yet 
the person is not saved. Before I went to London; On­
tal'io, six or seven years before I came to Jarvis 'Street, I 
spent a year in evangelistic work, p,reaching every night. 
I went to the assistance of a cer:tain man, who rather 
tried me. I found it very,. very difficult, to feel . .that I 
had any real fellowship with him. He was· a soundly 
orthodox man; he was a man of more than a~~rage in­
telligence ·and aibility, 'but he always struck me as one 

.... who wanted to substitute rational prO'ces!*ls for :the work 
,pf the Divine Spirit, and at' the. close' of an evangelistic 
service when there were enquirers he went at them 
hammer and tongs to drive 'them into a' cOrner with the 
'keenest of his fog-ic~ and compel them to admit certain 
things. I And 8tm they were·uns·aved: After:the 'meeting 
he wearied me by telling me how cleverly he had, an-
'.7ered their .questions, and how forcibly he had argued 

his case. '- ,: , 
Now my dear frien.d:s, .peOple are not 'saved after that 

fashion.' I should be the last to ·make light, or to under­
estimate the value of exercising our reason, and using 
the utmost logic we can command. All that is very good 
in its .... place, but we mu!!t ever remember that we' have 
to get beyond the mere mind'S of men, we have to, get at 
the hearts of people, and: it is "with the heart' man ,be­
lieveth unto Tighteousness." There is no other way but 
to believe' with the h.eart. 

-What Is Meant by the Heart? 
Now what 'do we 'mean .by that?l Well,. I know that in 

Scripture it does inclu.de the faculties of the mind very 
, What Is Believing With -~e Heart? .oft~n, it is used a'lmost as a !!YDonym.for_ the mind, but 

Now what do we mean by say.ing yv~ believe .with the it is m.ore than that; it is the seat and centre of the e~o­
., heart? You cannot force people to accept the truth of . t,ipns, of the a1fections~ How s,trangely 'do people's af-­

the Gospel 'by_ any kind' of reason; you cannot. get at the fedions run wild'. There is no explaining that matter.· 
, hearts of people. You may often convince the mind, I have said' to you that I ,am filled with wonder som~times 

produce your argument and bring forth your strong at 'the marriages ,that I am asked· to perform. I cannot 
reasons, unti'l the 'person to whom you are speaking will see much logic in ,it very often, and sometimes it reminds 
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·me of a story I heard Dr. Riley teU some, years ago of· 
a 'hired man whoa&k:ed the ~armer, by whom he was 
employed~ if he might have the ·use of a lantern. It was 

";.> a dark night, he was' living in tlie country, ami was go­
ing to see his lady. love. Dr. Riley said that the farmer 
said, "What in the world do you want a lantern for for a 
job of that IOrt?" He said, "When I courted my wife 
I didn't have' 'any lantern." "I should think not," said 
; he. hired maD, '~but see what yoU got!" Wen it has 
often occurred to me that some people must have gone 
abou.t that business without lanterns.' But that is their 
.affair, and not ·mine, because 1 say, you cannot explain 
the outgoings of the affections of a man or woman. 
There 'is a lot of trum- in the proverbial saying: "Con-

~ vince a man against his 'Will, he's of the same opinion 
stilt" He may yield a mental assent to your argument, 
but if his will is not in it, and if behdnd his will there 
be no desire, i.f his affections 'have not been engaged in 
the direction of the object to which you are persuading 

,., him, then the man is. just where he was before you 
began your argument. . 

, 
The.Lord- Jesus Must Introduce Himself 

The faet' .is, no one can believe in the 'Lord Jesus until 
He introduces Himself, and people are led by the iUumi­
nation of .the Holy 'Spirit to fall in love with Him. It 
is "with the heart man beIieve·th unto righteousness." It 
is with the heart you believe ,unto anything, for if you 
do not want 'to. ·believe a thing no one 'Can compel you,' 
and if your affections are not turned: ~in the direction of 
the object of -your faith, or what ought to Ibe the object 
of your faith, then faith becomes an .impossilbiiity. -

I remember a friend'·s telling me, some' years 'ago,. 'of 
his anxiety about some young man in his congregation 
who was religiously attentive, he was always. there, aud 
he seemed to be' profoundly interested in all that was 
said, but ne made no profession of relig,ion whatever. 
"Ang,''. he said, "I had a fee'ling that if 1 could get hpld 
of him and, argue the case with 'him I might bring him 

. to a decision. So," he said, "one day I engaged 'him in 
conversatJon, and rather tried ·to force the issue." He 
said, '"He stepPed 'back and said to me, 'Sir, would you 
pluck the fruit before it 'is ripe ?' " Now I do not sup­
pose that young man was a theoiogian, ibut he knew that 
the ,Sun of Righteousrtess was operating upon hini, and 
that that fruit· of faith 'Was gr.adually ripening, but it 
was folly to'attempt to pluck it ibefore.it wa:s ripe. My 
frien4, who was a minister, and an eJePerienced minister, 
felt that he_ was in error, though ·he was not often so,' 
and he' said, "I accepted the kin9ly rebuke gladiy, and 
said, 'All right, 1 shall continue to pray for you.''' "Yes," 
said the young mari, "pleaile do, .lor I am interested." 
But you see,·'th!!. fruit was not ripe. 'Now I ·su'Ppos'e 'this 
.is strawbe·rry time. I do not 'know much about it, but I 
have seen them 'in the . fields gathering the. berries, and I 
s~opped at a-place a day or so ago beside the road. They 

. said, "These are yesterday's 'berriel:!, and these are to­
d·ay's. Yesterday's are .25c, to-day's are .29c." They hadn't 
sold all of yesterday'·s .. Why did they pluck.those yester­
day, and these to-day? Because .those they plucked yester­
day were ripe yesterday, and those they' plucked to-d·aY 

. were not ripe until to;day. :They went over the fields 
and they saw that they were ripening, Ibut there was 
still a .bit of green or yellow there, and they were not 
ripe for gathering. Now the experienced ·Christian worker 
will recognize th'8:t some people are 'being dealt with by 
the Spirit of 'God, their hearts are ibeing mellowed, they 

are being turned toward-Hod, bu.t they are not right out 
into the light, 'they are not fully ripe yet, and we must 
leave them to the Spirit of. God. 

Dr. A. C. Dixon at the Metropolitan Tab~acle 
1 remember reading when my friend;" the late Dr. 

. Dixon, went to -Spurgeon's Taberna~le, he .invited people 
.to come forward, as we do. Mr. Spurgeon never did; 
he would say, "Now you who were converted· this -morning 
wiH- see me in .my Vestry tomorrow between certain 
hours, and those who are converted this evening will see 
me between certain other hours." Arid· sometimes' on 
Mondays, from quite an early hour, all the day long there 
was a steady procession o'f enquirers, but they were never 
invited to come forWard publicly, as we do. Now I am 

· not aga:inst that plan, I think it may be wise sometimes, 
but Dr. Dixon, in introduchig that innovation, said -he 
believed in striking while the iron was hot. There was a 
"letter following 'that· in the great paper The British 
Weekly, in which the writer, kindly criticizing Dr. Dix­
on's remark, said, ''We 'could not he'lp wondering what 

· the great Spurgeon would have said of .that principle. 
Weare inclined to think that he 'Would think and say 
that 'if 'the iron was heated b~ the fire of the Divine 
Spirit, it .would be likely to remain hot at least until 
Monday.''' .And that, very often, is the weakness of 
much mod'ern evangelism. There is an attempt to strike 
while 'the iron is hot, to get people to make a confession 
of faith before the heart has really been engaged; and 
:Ifter the Sunday ·is over they are as far away as ever. 

An Experience of Years Ago-, 
I had an experience of that in my "early ministry. '1 

went to the help of a Methodist minister in the village' 
where I was preaching. He was a good man, in the days 
when Methodists believed something, arid the little church 
was crowded on this 'particular night. 1 saw two men 
wal!k: down the a,isle with a third man lbetween them, and 
they looked for all the world like constables, with the man 
between them seeming as though he were under arrest. 
They each had him by the arm. One went into the pew 

· first, they put the middle one in, and the other went in 
afterwards. When the invitation was given so~e· came 
forward, and 1 noticed this seat. One man helped to 
pull him out and the other to push him out, and. the three . 
of them came forward and knelt down at what they called 
the 'penitent bench. There were several enqu,irers. Then 
the pastor took charge, and he said, "Now brethren, we'll 
lray them into the Kingdom," and so 'some of the breth­

ren earnestly prayed. Then after a while he said, "Now 
we'll sIng. them into the kingd'om," and then they sang 
lustily, and what with praying and singing, they seemed 
to get them all into the kingdom that night. But ·there 
wa:s no br.inging of them to the word of God, and letting 
them 'fairly face what is' written i.p the inspired Book, 
and yield both heart and intellect·to that which God has 
said . 

We Must·Give People God's Word 
But that is what we must do.· It is well that the heart 

should be engaged, and' our affections should .be stirred, 
but 'because we are all so unstable emotionally, we have 
our ups and downs, ·and w~ 'are not as happy on dark days 
as we are on the days that are brighter; ;md if we de­
pend upon our fefilings' and somebody comes' to Ulil and 
says, as they did' to this young man, "do you feel better?" 
we· shall probably say, "yee", as he did. I do not wonder. 

_ 1 hardly knew whether i was in Heaven or on earth my-

, " 
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self. He felt better, ibut the ne~t daY,he wa·s as fl!X >So very kindly. the minister sai-~ ~t las~,"Well now, Mrs. 

, away'as ev.er. '. No, dear .friends, it is. weU that the heaJ't, So-and-Jio; we are very ha'Ppy to know that .you desire 
should ,be engaged, th,e aff'ections must be stirred 'by the to walk with the Lord, Jbut we· really think you had better , 

· Spirjt <;)f God, hut the mind must .~lso be enlightened, . wait a while' until'You -see this matter more, clearly." . .;.' . 
· and 'then when mind.and heart according well, may make She .was silent for a moment, and· then slightly overcome 
one music a's before, all. will ,be welt Then the mind and .with e.motion, she said, "Well, gentlemen, I may'not be­
heart: in' bless'ed' cooperation' "may 'apprehend the truth able· to speak for ,'Christ, ,but one thing I. know-:-I could 
under the. guidance of the 'Spirit of God. "With. the die for'Him this moment." The minister looked at the 
heart man believeth. unto rig.hteousness.!' deacons, they looked at each other, and said, "Now wait, 

, . ;" we think you had better come." With· her heartshe knew 
. Wha~ Do You Believe? ' . I ,that Jesus was hers"; ·she.had given herself to Him,. and: 

Now there are some things which you believe. I am was ready.to die for Him. And so at last, the word that. 
not 'sp-ea'king now of .evangelical matters,' but ·there are was in her heart was in her mouth: She wouldn't be 
some things whi'ch you 'believe about yourself, about your dismissed-she ha~ to tell 'that she kriew Chr.ist, and was 
circums~nces, about other. -people, .. which' Y0':l could not re!ldy t.o die for Him. . 
logically explain. People ~ometimes speak 'about having 
a "hunch." Do you know what a hunch is? ,I do not. "The Word 9f Faith"· 

'. know where' that word originatej:l', but I know what it ""Phe word of faith which we preach.': Then he makes 
. means, and I think it' means that we have a 'heart conyi~- it still ·simpler. What is ·it?, "That if thou shalt confess 

tion in respect to certain matters. We 'know in our hearts. with thy mouth the. Lord Jesus," or "Jesus as Lord," 
I once talked to a physiciap- about the problem of diag- "and shalt believe -in thine heart ·that God hath rai~d 
nosis, and he said ,this, "When we have a case before us' him from thQ dead." Now there ·is the substance. of the 
we ·think. of all the things it might ,be, because the symp-· Gospel.' That is what we 'are to b'elieve, and we have an 
toms of certain d.iseases simulate ea-ch other, and it is outstanding,cons'picuous illustration of that in' the sec­
not always easy at first to say whether if is this or th'at or ond chapter of the Book ·of Acts. You will recall tliat 
the other thing. And so," he 'Said, "'we gather' them all to- there.when the multitude came together greatly ~onder­
gether in. our thought, and say "Now what is the matter in-g, Peter .explained, but he 'began by charging them 
with .this man?' Then we take certain courses which with the death ofShrist-;-" ... ye have taken, and by 
will help us to ·decide, and one !disease is eliminated. If wicked hands have cruCified and slain." And then' he 
it were such a thing the symptoms following Wou.Id be. sa·id, "Whom 'God' hath raised 'up, . . . whereof we all 
so-and-so, but they do not follow, theref01;e that is eli~i- . ar~ witnesses." . . 
nated; and another is 'eliminated, and ·sometimes," he 
said, "they are all' eliminated. I say to myself, 'WEill, if The Apostolic Emphasis Was.on . the Fact .of 
Cwere to depend upon m'y ·reason.l should say that tha"t . . . . the Resurrection . 
man has so-and-so, 'but I ·know ... hEi hasn't. I have' a con- Now you wjll find ·that fJlroughout the Acts... of the 

.viction; I think. I know .what i-~ t}:!e matter with that .. Apostles, where tP,ere is a record of the preaching of the 
man.'" "And," he said,. "when I have.'! feel on safe' a'P.ostles, it "is said that "with great power gave (they) 
ground."· That is a physician's "hunch," a sort of medi- witness of the resurrection .of the Lord J·esus." •. Then 
cal instinct that recogniz~s that, whiie t~ere are <:er~in . th.e Sanhedrin was "grieved' that they taught the people. 
symptoms there, there is something beyo~d all th,!lt, and 'arid preached th·rough .Jesus the resurrection froin th·e· 
in his hear~ he says, '~I've got it; I 'know what it is." l dead." ~ut thei.r e.mp~asi.s. was upon ~he fact ol His 

. . . resurrectIOn. HIS crUCIfiXIon was a matter of· n~story. 
When ·the Heari'Believes .the Mouili. Speaks Everybody knew that"Jesus had been 'Crucified, but His 

Weil, it"is something like that' when .. ~e ~ceive Christ. deat~ ob·ta·~ned its signiflca'YI,ceby the further fact 0/ the 
'''With . the heart man believeth ,unto righteousn~!,!s." . I. resurrection. If He' is 'still in the grave, wen the.n what 
know it. lio", do yoti know -it? 'It-cannot tell you, but I HIS enemies alleged against Him is true. He was mis­
know· it. But as that conviction is deepened, the'mouth . taken, or He was at). imposter, and He 'wall not what He. 
speaks: "With the heart man b'eIieveth unto righteous- said He Vl{as. But if fie be risen. from .the aeaci, then.- : 

· ness, :and with the mouth confession is made unto sal- that vali.dates everything that He ever saidt- that esiab- • 
vation." At last we are com-pelled to speak. You rem em- ,lis:hes the t.ruth "of all that ,He claimed in respect to Him­
ber how Jeremiah' the prophet ·said' that he had suffered self, that He had come to give His life a ransom instead 
so much he would speak no more ill this Name, but' he of many. An.d whoev.er- believes in the. resurrect-ion of 
said, "His word was in mine heart as a 'bu.rning fire Christ believes in the eificacy· of His death.· That must 
's'hut up in my bones; and I was we,ary with.foJ,'bearing. be so. He died, and He arose ·again . . So "With the heart. 

'and. I could not stay.!' "I had· to begin preaching again." ~ man believeth unto ri"ghteous:nes-s, and with'the mouth· 
Just so, when :the heart is thus engaged, arid the' mind : corifession is made. unto ·salvation." '. -.-
too, and JIlan at last comes to' believe that Jesus is the' . . " . 
Christ, then the mou'th. speak~. Confession With the Mouth 

A Woman Wlio Wanted to Join the ChurcI! 
I have heard of a woman who' wanted to join the, 

church. 'She was'a very timid woman, ·and came before 
the pastor and. deacons .. 'The pastOr questioned her,. but 
she couldn't give' any' satisfactorY answers. Then the 
deacons, one after another, questioned her" but she 

.couldn't·give 'any reasonable- grounds for wan-tingto join . 
the chur~h, or for ,be'liev-ing that she was a -Christian. 

But: the condition is, "If we confess. with the mouth" 
Jei;lUs ,as Lord. Now what .did Peter 'say on the day of 
Pen-teco'st? "~Therefore let all the house of Israel know 
assuredly, that God' hath made that same Jesus. whom, 
ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ." He proclaimed 
the Lords~ip of Christ, His 'absot"ute Sovereignty, as .a:t- . 
tested. by the fact of His resurreCtion. And "when they 
heard this, they were 'PriC'ked .in their hearts, and ··said· 
unto Peter; Men and brethren, what shaIl'we do?" They: 

" . 

.f 
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confessed that they had co~~e· to reco~ize the Lordshi'P 
of Jesus Christ. ' 

tude of expectation, as though .they were hold\ng com­
merce :with the ·skies. It isn't hard to detect one who is 
really a Chrilrtian. 'So "confession is -made, unto salva-

Th~t I~ ,the Meaning of Salvation tion." And I have seen "it, I think, ·in hundreds of cases 
- Now that is what it is to· be saved. Not merely tQ J when the Spirit of· the Lord has'Oat last !brouglit the en­

believe in the.-1Cross, that He died in our room and quirer t~ that position, when they. believed in their heart, 
stead, but that He is·· raised from the ·dead, that He is and say "Yes, yes I believe." Are you saved 1 "Oh,· yes." 
ascended_ on High, that He makes .intercession for us, ·'Confession is, ~~de unto salvation," "FQ.r whosoever 
am~ that all authority is given to Him iil)Ieavt!D and on shall calI upon the name of tlie Lord, shall be saved." 
earth. The receptiQn of Jesus Christ meal!S really tp.e Now, it is not so difficult, ·is it 1, By the blessing of 
surrender of heart and life to, Him; it means makingj·he Lord there is no reason why anyone who came in 
Him Lord seven days ot every week; it means giv,ing here this morning without full assurance of faith should 
prio~ty to the interests of His. kingdom.· How few of . not. have it before they leaye .. Let us pray th·at it may 

. those who call themselves ·Christians to-day rea'l1y give be so. , 
any evidence that· they have ma,de· J esrls ·Christ Lord. :. We pray Thee, 0 Lord, to' grant the illumination of the 
They dO' not speak of Him· in their business, they 'ao Ho.1y Spirit this mornin,g, and the strength which .He imparts, 
not speak of Him in their recreational Hfe, they cali· go, that the .h~art may; .. bebeve and that t!te mouth may confess. 
d d k h . Ii .. . We ask It In Jesus Name, Amen. ays an wee s· toget er WIt out bearmg ·~ny testImony 
to Him at- all, but if with the heart we ·have believed 
u,nto righteousness; it follows ·inevitably that with the 
mouth we shall ·confessJesus as Lord; .. that in ali the: 
affairs of life it wili become ev,id'ent·that He is our Lord. 
Of cours·a there is not one of us-who has not at some 
point, O'r at many points duri~g our Christian. experience,. 
fallen short of that ideal, but that is what it is-that is 
what it is to·be a Chri·stian, and if our churches were. 
filled with people w'ho are !Chri"stians· after that order, 
who everywhere,all the time, confessed Jesus as Lord, 
not always in SO many words -perhaps·, but by O'ur speech, 
by our conyersation, .!by -our . general manner of life, 
making it evident that .we have a new Master, then the· 
Lor!! wo~ld add to the church -daily, such as were being 
saveQ. 

ANTICIPATION OF BLESSING· 

. I have'seen before now a change of tenants, or occu­
pants, in a house. There has !been so·mebody living in 
that house, and the windows are not particularly clean; 
the curtains (if. curtains there be') look 'as if they were 

Oh, ~tart.not back, ye men of, prayer! Fail 'not_now, 
since God is -still your arm! Ye carry bows, turn not 
back in the day of battle!· - Ye have the trophies of past 
victories before your eyes! Now for a mighty attack 
u'P0n the mercy seat, that you may win -power to overcome 
the gates of hell!· Let us be vehement-violent I was 
about to say; for "the kingdom O'f heaven suffereth vio­
lence, and- the violent take it by force~' Let ·us cannonade 
tb,e gate of he·aven! . Let us uprise, each,. man and each' 
woman,· every ,sOul that has power, and let us cry u~~ 
the mi"ghty ,God, that he would be pleased to give us 
such a blessing that we ·shall ·not· have room enough to 
receive. it. It must come, only be ready for it .. ·It will . 
come;' it cometh ev'en now! Thank God! Take· cO'urage! 
Be on your watch-tower! and the Lord bl~ss us for his 

I name's sake. Amen. ' 

changed once in two or three years; outsid~, if there "is 
any kind of a lawn, it looks as if it weFe pretty well -
filled with weeds, and there is ·an appearance of decline 
and dilapidation about the whole estab'lis-hment/ As you 
pass by -you say, "Evidently those people live rather care­
le!'sly." By and by the house is Soold, or soine:body else 
occul)ies it, and the windows shine·; whatever appears 
in the window is clean; -the ·garden i~ trimmed, up, and 
it begins to look as 'though ·somebody liVed there_ We 
were Up' at North Bay last week, and dr:iving back we 
stopped 'somewhere -for· some gas. There was a house 

\ across the- street,. not a very large house,bu.t it was very -
. I neat.; the tlawn was nicely kept, and' there were S9-me 

.~ 

- fl9Wers. I saw a woman out in 'her morning dress with 
_a broom, and. I watched her.as she came out of the door. 
came down and swept off the walk,. right down to the 
sidewal~~ and nqt content with that, the little bit. of 
.sid·ewa"lk i,n front of her house was swept perfectly clean. 
I s~dd to myself, "There is a carefuf housekeeper." I 
didn't see the inside of her h~use, but I had a -pretty. 
good idea what it looks lilee. _ You won't find things 
around on the· ~oor, here and: there an'd everywhere; . you 
will· find order 'and !precision within that 'house. I can 
tell.it from the 'butside. . . 

And so 'you may .study· those Who are ,Christians, and 
if they have really· made Je~us Lord He lives in .that 
house; He is the authority; HJs' word is law, and yo'! 

.will find, metaphor-i'Cally,· the windows clean, the curtains 
white, and th·e- letter box .nicely cleaned 'as though they 
exp~ted! sOIiIe letters ,from ·somebody'; .people. in ali atti-

-C. H. SPURGEON 

WHAT THOU WILT 
·Do what Thou wilt! :Yes, only do 

What see,meth,good to Thee: 
Thou art so loving, wi·se, and true, 

- It -must be best .f9t me. 

Send what Thou wilt; or beating shower; 
'S·oft. deV'{, o~'brilliant sun; 

Alike in -still or stormy hour, 
My Lord, Thy: will be done. , 

Teach what Thou. wilt; and: make me learn 
Each lesson. full and -sweet, , 

And deeper .things of ·God: discerii 
, While sitting atTlty ·feet. 

Say what Thou wilt; and let eaCh word 
·My quick obedience win.; 

Let loyaLty and love !be stirred 
.To deeper glow wi·thin. 

c' Give I what ThQ.u wilt; for then I kno~ . 
I shall be rich indeed' 

My King rejoices to bestow ' 
Supply for every need. 

Take what Tholl wi'lt, bel<wM Lord, 
For· I have aU in Thee! 

My own exceeding great reward, 
Thou, Thou Thyself shalt be! . . 

. -FRANCES RIDLEY HAvERaAL 

" 
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TH,E CONT'EN'TION 
'Chapter XX in the History of the Battle for the Bible 

Among Baptis.ts of Ontario and Quebec 

By Dr'.,T. T. Shields 

THE CAUSE AND CURE OF WORLDLINESS 

l\/lYREASON for having given such ~ttention to J.arvis 
if.l . Street is, ,first of all the fact that the whole Denom~­
national controyersy gathered about Jarvis :Street; -and 
that it is important to note 'the relation of Jarvis Street. 

"Church ,to the controversy. I have shown that, surpris­
ingly, a, single ser:mon brought to light certain conditions 
in the J'ai'vis Street membership, of the very exi,stence 
of which I had not the remotest idea. 

It is reported that Russia is endeavouring to provoke 
revolution in all the countries of the British Common­
wealth, and in all other countries belonging to or 'aBsoci­
ated· with.' the United Nations. That is w,hat Modernism 
does, it definitely sets itself to create trouble and divi­
sions in all ch'Urches which stand ,for the truth. We ihave 
told the story of Jarvis ·Street Ohurch because aU our 
trouble was fomented by McMaster'l\ ModernIsts. Theil' 
activities followed the, "pattern" they work out every-
where. . 

A Di8ea8e' of the Heart, Noi ~f the. Head 
I am sl,lre that,' whether it be viewed in relation to the 

individual, or to a local church,·or to the Denomination, 
Moder.nism, 'even in its doctrinal expression, is in no 
sense an intellectu'al distemper. And further, the term 
"'worldliness,,1 is not emptied of its significance 'by the 
words, "d·ancing", "card"1>laying" and ''attendance at the 
theatre". We feel Hke apologizing for deaUng with these 
hackneyed complaints. An -individual, or a ·group, or' 
a Denomination, may become intensely worldly, 
though practising none of these things. Worldliness 
simply means 'living for this 'world, rather than for the 
next; setting one's ;affections on things below, rather 
thf!n on things above. It means, to be chara<;terized by 

. ,the spirit and practices of people who live for the things 
which are seen, and 'which are temporal. And when 
world~iness, "'all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, 
and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of,life, is not of 
111e Father, but is of the world"-when these things ma'S-

. ter the mind of a man, and he thus ipecomes carnally­
minded, his mind- becomes a ready-prepared' culture bed, 
in which the germs of any anti-Christian system may 
estaplish themselves and grow. ' 

. . 
Our Lord laid down a great prine~ple when He said: 

"If any man will dohi& will, he shall know of the 
doctrine"; that ,is -to' say, the acquisition of .spirilJUal 
knowledge depends upon the attitude of the will. And if 
Modernism could be subjecte~ .to a laborator.ial l8.~alysis 
I believe It would be found to be a disaffection of the 

··will, rather than of the intelleCt. Hence worldly !prac­
tices, which grow out of the natural, or carnal, mind, 
are the natura~ fruit of' carnal . .principles. A wor.ldly 
mind, therefore, will not resist anti-scriptum opr:inciples .. 
And whether in the individual or the groU!p, hospitality 
afforded ModernistIc principles, is the re8'ult of a carnal 
attitude of Ufe., . 

'''Beginning at Jerusalem" 
- Many will ask, "Why did Dr. IShields stay and ,fight 1'.' 

My 'answer is, I was under· no necessity for doing so. 
I was invited in many directions. About this time the 
most famous pulpit in the world was open to me. On 
personal grounds I would gladly have responded to their 
overture;' but the battle had-:been set in arMy. The 
flag.s, for and against the gospel, had been unfurled; 
and I felt that to retire from the field at such a time, 
when, indeed the whole matter had been provoked by my 
testimony, would have been the most arrant cow.ardic~. 
I therefore resolved to stand my .ground; and fight it out. ' 

I was f·amili·ar with the -injunction to "'-begin at 
Jerusa!em", a command usually interpreted in principle 
to mean, preaCh the gospel to the person beside you, land 
so extend your irifluence to' the uttermost ·parts of the 
earth. But when in the ·.midst of this conflict, that text 
came to me with a new significance. It seemed to me 
that the great Head of the church had determined that 
the gospel shouM win itEj, first great triumph in the 
most difficult s.pot on earth, namely the city in which 
He had been crucified. I felt, therefore, there was n'o 
justification in withdrawing from a difficult situation, 
to accept some easier lot. 

. Is Discretion ~e. Better Part of'Val~ur? 
I think it must"have been long after'this that I received 

a letter from a Pastor in the Southern States, asking 
ome .if I could introduce him to-'any church in Oanada 
which was sound in the faith. I recall he said something 
like this: "I am a FUI),d'amentalist of the F'unda~ 
mentali&ts, and I am anxious to, contend for 'the faith 
once for all delivered to the 'Saints'; but where I now am 
in" this church, they won't 'let me -do it"! ' 

I hoave known not a few ministers who have run away 
from duty, believing they could still wear the uniform, 
and 'still fight the good fight of faith, somewhere beyo~d 
the limits of the .battlefield, where none of the enemy's' 
8'hots could reach them. 

With the utmost sincerity I.. can say, I faced this 
matter before the Lord,' arid resolved at last that I 
would have a New Testament Church on th'e corner of 
Jarvis 'and IGerl"ard Streets, Toronto, or, if that should 
be impossible, I would abandon hope of esta:bUshin.g such 
a churcih; anywhere. , 

The sermon on "The Christian Attitude Toward 
Amusements," reprinted in the preceding is·sue, acted 
Uke a ,physician's antitoxin solution, which brings the 
poison that is, in the iblood to the' surface in the form 
of a rash. All this finds its illustration in what I'have 

I called, "T·he Effect of a Sermon". ' . . 
. - The Effect of a Sermon 

As the sermon I()~ that :Sunday morning closed, a young 
oman under the .gallery rose and S'aid, "I will do that, 
Pastor. I have resolved to ipUt Christ ,firet." ,-

Then a good number of other:s rose -spontaneously, 
indicating the sa.me determipation; and in a moment's 
pause, a' deep voice was h~rd from the back of. the 

\. 
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church-the voice of one of the Deacons which, in the 
eleven . year,s of my pastorate, 'as 1 reca:ll, 1 had never 

. heard ·in any meeting in .praYer. This Deacon rose and 
. said something to this effect: "I fear many of us will be 

misunderstood by this procedure. If· 1 had not· done 
everything w:hich the Pastor has suggested this morning, 
1 should not be a member of this church, to say nothing 
of ibeing a' Deacon. 1 think if the Pastor would put 
his question in another form, it woufd be advisable.: he 
might aSk all those who have already put. 9hrist first, 
to stand." , 

1 accepted the suggestion, with the resQlt that a large 
number' of others rose. 1 had set the number at one 
hundred and fifty; on eo'nsul~ing a newspaper report of 
the next ~orning, 1 find the reporter had ,set the number 
at one hundred. Whichever it was, it· seemed to be a 
fairly good ~m'Pany.· . . 

1 do not reCall that anything unusual "followed that 
morning service during '~he day; b1,lt Monday morning, 
February 14th, a report of the .service appeared in The 
Globe, under 'a .f'air~y large heading, as follows: 

MANY RENOUNCE WO~DY JOYS 

Dr. Shields Stirs Congregation With Attack on Pl.easu.re 
. ·Craze, "Hits Ou.t at 'Theatre' 

"'There are many church, members who go oftener to 
the theatre than t~ey do to the hpuse of .God, and who 
pay more for theIr plea9llre than theY do for their 
religion,' said· ~ev. Dr. T. T. Shields in' a serm~n on, 
'The Christian Attitude Toward Amusements', at Jarvis 
Street Bapt\st Church yesterday morning. . 

"He said there were a lar.ge number of Christian ,people 
who could see no' impl-opriety in the dance, and church 
people were inclined to join in the mad rush for. pleasure 
which was general throughout tho:! . world. This had 
resulted in a deadening of the churche~ and in' a spiritual 
paralysis. 'Religion ha'S become an insurance policy, 
necessary to have, but for which they hope to have no 
use for some' time to come.' . 

, CHAPLINESQUE SERVICES? 

" 'If me~' will have pleasure, must the church provide 
facilities for dancing, for card-oplaying and- for 'amuse-

. ments?' asked Dr. Shields. He ,said it was not sUriprising 
that people who depended on Charlie' Chaplin six days a 
week should want him on Sundays also; and he ·thought 
that Billy Suilday was the logical outcome of the desire 
for the theatrical. . The people were indulging in stimu­
lants, and losing their taste for spi:ritual enjoy;ments·. 

"Referrin'g to the theatre', Dr. Shields said in his ju4,g­
ment it was not; as a whole, an· influence for good, but 
there' might· be pla,y.s whi<fu' in theml:lelves. were not 
degrad'ing: He said he vrould be ready'to admit, the. 
theatre might; 'theoretically', be made a great educa­
tional force, but he had never seen it worked ouj; in 
pmctice. 

FORCE OF EXAMPLE . 

"He admitted that there was no moral evil in '·keeping 
time to music', and cards and dancing might be used 
without injury by some Christians, but the sUght indul-· 
gen~e in these things by Chri~tian~ mi~ht 'l~ad weaker 
brethren .to become .addicted to them. 

"The' text of the sermon was: 'But through thy 
knowledge shan the weak brother :perish, for Whom 

. Christ died l' Dr. ,Shields in conClusio.n, apPlied this to 
his own church and congregation. He called upon them 
to- take the higher grOund of St. Paul, for the slake of 

r 

the people who believed .these pleasures to be \ wrong 
who would go the' whole road. to ruin ,by following the 
example of a stronger .ohristian.-

QuEsTIONS CHURCH OFFICERS. 

"Addressing his cl1urch officials, Dr. Shields' said. if '­
. th~i"e was any deacon -who was unwilling to put anything 
away that was hindering. the work of God he should 
'instantly 'resign and get out of God'~ way'. . 

·"Dr. &hields then asked all those who were ready to 
"put,' Christ first' to' stand up. About twenty persons 
rose to their feet.' The preacher thenul"ged the need of 
showing ali example, and asked those who did not believe 
in· that. ·method of advertising their decision. to stand up 
for the sake of the' weaker brother: Eventually about 

'-one hundred pet:~ns stooct upP 

DANCING. DEACONS 

It was not often 1 turned to the social column of The 
Glo~e, ,but for some strange reason that ,Monday morn­
ing my eye fell upon a column headed, "What Women 
Are 'Doing", which conta~ned a report which 'began with 
the words: 

"The' Toronto Daneing ·Club had another enjoyable 
dinner-daIlfe' at the 'King Edward on Saturday evening, 
among those pres'ent being" - . . 

My ~ye ran down the 'list until 1 obserVed the names 
of a De~con of J"arvis -Street Church and his w\fe. Of 
course 1 had known nothing of the Toronto Dancing Olub, 
nor had 1 the remotest'idea tpat this partioular Deacon­
or, for that matter, any Deacon-was given to dancing, 
or to any of' tlie worldly amusements - Ih8.d named the 
morning before. But that I· might make no exception,' 

. and make my appeal appli~able to every member of the 
cnurch, 1 ~egan with myself, went on to the Deacons, 
Sunday School teachers, and church members in general 
-never supposing that what 1 said would have any par­
ticular application to a' single member of J'arvis Street 
Church. , 
. Indeed,' ·another Deacon had said to me, referring to 
the sermon, "That address would have ·been 8lPPropriate 
enough for the congregation of suoh a church; Qr suoh a 
chureh"-naming two other prominent .Baptist cpurches 
in the citY-''lbut. 1 a.m sure that' our 'dear people in 
Jarvis Street did not need . it." 

The Most Effective De.tective Agency 
Among those who rose in response to the invitation 

was the wife of that very Deacon, while. the Deacon 
hi.insetf sat stilt She later said' to 'him', "Why did you 
not' rise, too?" To which he replied, "How eQuid' 1 when 
1 had tickets for tomorrow night at the theatre in my 
pocket at the time ~~' 1 repeat, of these things 1 had 
nb knowledge. That ~articular sermon, I, think, illu­
strated the princLple that the preacher: has but to elDpOund 
the Word of ,God, and it will ever prove, by the blessing 
of ·the Spirit, "sharper th'an any two-edged sword, 
piercing even to .the dividing asunder of soul and Stpirit, 
and of the joints and marrow, .and is a discerner of 
the thoughtS and intents of the heart." Np Pinkerton 
detective agency, 'nor Scotland Yard it~elf, can eq.~al 
the discovering power of the Word of God. . 

Monday ~assed, and on Tuesdray I received the follow-
ing 'letter: . 
. / , Monday, February 14th, 1921 

"Last spring 1 was honoured by Jarvis' St. Church 
electing me a Deaeon, which position 1 accepted ag'ainst 
my own personal wish in the matter. Yesterday the 
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·~tor -ii'sked.for the .resigl;lation (if every Deacon ~.h~ did visit M~. " ..... and exp~ed hisQwn very warm 
,certain. things ,which' he· considered 'llhould not 'be done, '8.lPpreciation of Mr. . The Pastor stated that~ 

a.nd I ·ihereby. tender .my resignation,. to take effect jm- a nelY si~uation had' emerged in ilie discussion this eve­
'mediately. . I also ,beg to be relieved from acting as ning, ,and a81kedthe Deacons to.nm.y that the Lord~ should 
.usher. '" . I . I 'Y , . . ead us. He tho en closed the 'meeting ~thpray~r." 

"It' is n~eQless to say ihow Cognizant I am of. "my , ". 
shortcomings, ' or' how keenly I have :always felt my. The Lilies of Battle Are DraWn '. 
unworthi.ness to hold t~e office of Deacon, but for a The·next r~'ference to th~ matter occurs in th~ minutes 

., .grea~ ma~y y~r,s I have .endeavoured to.follow my Lord, of the De~cons' ... me~t1n.g of March' 22nd,in which. the 
. an~, al~h()ugh ·1 may not always interpret His wishes . fol'lowing' minute is found: , . .., - . 
correctly, nO.r always give the' prayerful tl).ou'ght to His "Deacon reported for himself and Deacon 
com.maz:1~s that I shou~d, still I reserve to myself the ' that ~hey 'had interviewed Mr. .'with 
prerogative ~o endeavour to follow Him as I think He reference to his resignation,'· 'but cou. ld· report on'ly that 
wislies 'me to. ' . . . .. ' . .. 

, ~. ~~~~~~~~~ 
. "With' continUEid aSsurance of my grOOt affection for. self,it would be better for the' resignation to be 
and 'interes't,!n dear .ol? J~rvis, St. and its .member~, I accepted.' After some discussion of the situation, it 

_ ~~~~i~,.,. . ,., . . . ' . . 8.eemed that the 9.nly course open to the.Deacons was' to 
.' Youl"ll! SIncerely, , pass the resignation on to" ilie ,qhurch.··but 'it was telt -

('Slgned) ......................................... _ .................... " that thi!! 'shoqld not be done at, the .montlily business~ 
, I ought here t~ say that '~e ,gentleman in q~estion was . meeting .of the church on the. followiD,g" evening when 

?ne of ~ur yo~nger men. I say,. ,gentleman, ibecau~e that the Pastor would still be absent in Chicago. On Deaoon 
IS exactly what he 'W1aS. I !had thought of him always " .,. 's motion, seconded' by Deacpn, it was 
a~ being one' of the ,finest men we had in the whole agr~ed that the regu~ar monthly business-meeting 'should 
cpul'ch. :I very early learned that a Pastor' must have Ibe' ~~tpo~ed one week and that, at .tp.is postpOned 
,no ·faV'rirites in ,a congrega-tion~or, at least, that he me~tlDg on March ',30th,' Mr. 's resignation 
m.ust show no. favoritism. I. think I have alway,s ·sh~uId be passed, on to· the church without comment 
observ~ that. lIule. But privately, one cannot help feeling from· the Deacons, simply the letter itself'to be read 

. more,drawn'oo some thali"'others,.land if I had a' favorite to the churClh.'~.· ,,' -.. ..' . 
in 'Jarvis Street, it was the young Deacon in question. jn the.minutes of the m,eeting of March 30ffu, a 'further" 
I loved him intensely,' and looked upon him as 'one who minute'on the su'bjectis foun!i in.the following terms: 

. was going to prove::·a. stalwart in the faith. "It 'was moved by De~con' '. , and seconded by 
• • •• ~ I... Qeacon , that the· brin·ging of Mr.' '8 

. ~ere,~ompromise Leads resignation ~ Deacon and usher before the church' be' .. 
The diseovery of· ~is na,me-"~ong those ,present" at deferred until the annual. meeiing.!' '. . 

the a!~er~inner dance. of·, ilie. Saturday evening before . Tih,ese minutes are sufficient to show that the se~on . 
at the King Edward Hotel was a real shock. I -had no on .amusements nad not only discovered the Deacon whO 
d()ubt then-':"'I have' n() doubtnow-thaLthis particular had' been actul,llly ait the dan.ce; but-'it had revealed the 
De'aeon' belonged to tJ:te, class which I described ·in my attitude of'sever~ other' Deacons to such matters, Surely 
sermon as the'tYipe of man who would have no association any spiritually-mirided person, who knows any:thing about 
whatever with -8.1'!-ytihirig tJ:!.at was 'intrinsically wrong.. I the New Testament, and of the stand'ards of life which 
was disappointed. 'in the~ diB;COv~n-tha't he was llnwilling' the New l'~starhent s~ts up, will recognize that beHevers 
to take the l\i,gher 'ground which . I had :_advocated in are called to a life of separatiol). from the world; and one 
th~ sermon.;. ; might !have supposed -that when such . a . fact as named 

, .' I think I.rMy s~fely~assunie that rea'ders Of the sermon 'in this, st?ry was brought ~o light, 'and a resignation 
. on; :'The Cpr.isti-an. Attitude'rowara -Amusements,". would. w~s I;!Ubmltted, o~l!.: Oll:e:. cours~ wo~ld ever hl!v,!'l been ' 
admit that I. took a very moderate position. Certainly c.ontemplat~~.· It. pught reaso.nably .have ~een ex:pected 
there was nothin'g extreme albout it: The letter I received that ~e reSIgnatIon would he Immediately' accepted .. The 
from this ·yo.ung. Deacon showed ,that ,his conscience was appol~tm~nt of' Deacons ~' interview the resi~ning 
·t~nder on the' subject, .;1 saW' ~j; o~ce that.the'~'esignat~on • Deacon! and the .reluctance ,o~ the 1?~acons to re~ch any 
. of this Deacon ·.would'forCe the' consideration of the whole .concluslon on the matter, theIr deCISIon to pass It on, to 
qu~stibn by the' Deacons' Board,; 'and I .quote now from the church, ·and. their. 'later,. d~ci8i?n to pass It on to 
the minutes Qf the Deac~hs' Im~eting held February 22nd, " the. An~ual ~e~tlDg, su~ely, lDdlcated . that: the Deacon~,. 
a week ~ater. In the mJnutes of that m,eet}ng the text act!ng l!l thIS way, .d~hberatelY; planne~ tom~e ·thlS 
of the resignation is'; found, wh.ich I have quoted above, ;.reslgnation an tSl!lUe lD the Annual ~eetmg. . 
and there follows this note:" , 

, i'This letter was re'ad by' the ,Secretary, and the Pastor . Was 'Paul Mistaken? 
.reported having a long conversation with Mr. '. The !liinutes' of t}le' DeacoDs do not; of course; r~rd 
on the ~ubject. After"a leng~y dis~ussion- of the',ques- all. the discussions which took place on the subject; I­
tion, of amu.s~inents" it waf! CQnsidered best to appoint d~.stinctly· remember, h0v.:-ever, lh,at the D~acon who had, 
a committee to interview ,Mr. . '" rIsen that. SundaY . .;.mormng, saymg' .that If 'he had- ?Jot. 

A committee' was: appointed and requested to repo;t at .already,d~ne all the' Pastor ~ad sugg~st~d, ~e ~ould not' 
th . 1 . thl .. t' '. M h ' " even be a member of the church, very early dIsplayed a 

e regu ar mO.n· y .. mee lD:g.lD; arc·. ~. spirit that was de<:idep.ly inhospItable to the standards set 
,~f.urther ~lln~te?c:curs to thls .. effect:.·, : up in:the .sermon at issll:e. Among :other things'he said .... 

,The. pastor remlDded the Deacons of the prayer- . that the Apostle Paul was in .error in insisting that 
mee~i!}g to be held on Saturd-~y evening. He·'asked prayer believers shou~d refrain' from doing things that . were not 
eSp'ecially for'himself and ~r the ~ommittee appointed to .. intrinsically wrPng. What he 'oiight to have done was to . .. . .' 
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address him-self to th~~ enlightenment of the people who 
supposed that meat offered to idols had b,een injuri'ously' 
affected. thereby. To' ·th~t· I replied; "Well, ·Mr. So-and­
So, if you are ready to make an issue of the teaching 

· of the ApOstle Paul in .this matt~r, I am prepared to 
accept your challenge. To me, .the New Testament is 
divinely inspired, and supremely authoritative; 'and the 

"OTHERS SAVE WITH FEAR, PULLING, 
·THEM OUT OF THE FIRE'~ -. . . . 

'A SermQn by the-Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preaohed in Jarvis ,Street Bruptist Church, Toronto; 
:Sunday Morning: December 7th, 1952 . 

word of the Apostle Paul in .thi-s instance is" to me, the (Electrically Recorded) 
very word of Goq," I 'added, "If you' are prepared to "And others save ~ith fear,' :pulling the~' out of the fire." 
question the 81uthQrity of the New Testament, I have no. . . _ . . .' -Jude 23. 
further argument with ,you." At this,' he suddenly: . . 

· showed great anger and said, "Do not accuse me of that." , Pi"ayer Before the Sermon 
But I said. "You have juSlt no,w plainly: expressed the We thank Thee, <> Lord, for' the privilege of coming into 

. .vieW that the Apostle Paul was 'mistaken, ihat hi-s t~ach- Thy house. We' have loved, the habitation of' T'~y. house, aIid J 

, ing was erroneous, that there was. a b,etter way. If. that tne place where Thy 1}.onolir dwelleth. We reJOIce to know. 
that Thou art with us· even now; Thou hast given us Thy 

does not impugn the inspiration and authoriw of Scri'P- sure word of pro.mise. We desire, 0 L9rd, to ·worship. Thee 
ture, what could?" .. with sincere hearts. "We ask, therefore, ,that we may have 

the ministry of the Divine Spirit, that our heart.s .may be at-
, How llifection is Spread '. "" : tuned to' Thee, and to Thy' sovereign' will. We pray that 
Anyone ihavin ... had experienee 'Of church life will rec- 'the boys and .girls here this ~orning, ev~n·the youI)!gest, may 

.. be made . to know that God is in this place. Weare all of 
ognize that the. unaccepted resig~ation of the Deacon us so subject to the things we see and taste and, handle, 
who resigned on account of the amusement sermon was and it is not easy for' us to appreh~nd the things that a~e. 
bound to pr.oduce irritation; and, like a splinter in the invis~ble, and ~yet the things which are' most important In 

hand" was in danger- of becomi,ng a festering sore, But life. ,We pral" that ,this morning it.may please Th~e to take. 
the truth, of Thy Word, and·-to applY'it ·to the hearts and 

when this 'De&!Con saw that he was' sU'worted by a, consciences of all who are here,' ,from the youngest to the 
majority.of the Deacons, he ,at length withdrew his'resig- oldest. Help us, 0 Lord, that we may yield ourselves to the 
nation, evidently Ihaving m8lde up his mind to fight. The tru'th of the gospel, and be'san'ctified thereby. We ask it in 
conclusion was inevi~ble, .. that his love of the'dance was Jesus' Name, Amen. ./ 
stronger than his desire for the peace and spiritual IT HAS bec'Ome almost a commonplace to reap in our 
progl'ess of the church. daily papers accouilts of the destruction of home:s by 
. During all this time,' the man whom..J have befora fire, and no~ :infrequently of children being burned to, death 
described as a shirker of duty duling the Great War, and in their hOm'es, in SOII).e c~ses while their parents were at. 
whos.e only pronouneed capacity. was for unscrupulous I the theatre, or perhaps at some drinking party. Really our:, 
manipulation and deception, was consta,.ntly busy. He papers are' filled with ho~ror s'tories o.f that· sOrt. But ter-. 
was often seen in those days in company with DR. JULIAN, dble as it ,is, there is another kind of fire which is far more 
i~e· Baptist' apost.ate who was ,~hiefly .:es~nsible for: the' destuctive than that which can destroy the m'aterial struc­
doctrinal corruption of McMaster Umve:r:slty., ture in which people .five, or even the body .. There' is a 

Without mentioning names, from which course, so far' fire that destroys both soul and body, and it is of thatfiz:e­
-as possible, I desire -to refrain, it would not be possible my text speaks this morning. It. says t'hat- there are boys 
to set out iIi detail the relation of MeMaster University and girls, 'and men and women" in the fire. And unless by 
to the disturbed condition of Jarvis ·Street Church life. some means they are pulled out of the fire they wiU'be com-

... The connection of one of the, Deacons with a dancing pleteIy, destroyed, , ,,' , . 
. ',party was only an ineident; and, serious as it was, had The whole city and the country at large, was hornfled 

there been no contdbutory causes to the state of unrest, by' the tales' of r~bbery perpetrated by what they caIIed 
could easily have'l>een dealt -wiih.· 'Sometimes when.a the. 'Boyd gang, They were at last apprehende~. Two of 
patient is .in, and the physician is ask~ as to the 'pros- them await execution, and the 'others. have been sent to 
':peCts of recovery, he ,will say "Most fayourable; 'pro':' Kingston Penitentiary for life,' The sad part of it is that 
'vided no complications set i:p.." A Baptist Church the one who is named as the leader in 'all this evil came 
Deacon at a public dance was ,beyond doubt a syomptom from a godly 'family, He 'had godfy parents, !lnd a~ least., 
of serious iUness, but ·Had there been no complications,' a godly sister! 'I do not know about -the other members of 
the patient might ,have made a ra:i>iq and complete re- the family. And more than that, he was a member of a 
covery-but undoubtedly' the McMaster influence pro- Sunday School, brought up in a Sunday School - '!-ow in 
vi!Jed the complications. Kingston Penitentiary for life, I hav~ bc:en thinkmg -

'(To Be Contin't{.ed) and'l speak for a m'Oment Ito Y9u teachers ~ of the tre~ 
menqdus responsibility which rests upon us who have 1lI:e, 

,GOD'S THOUGHTS' 
We little 'know God's thoughts to .man,' 
They are too great for us to 8can: 
Thou art ,too high and we too low, 
The wonders of Thy love ,to know ... 

'" , . 
But crown. Thy mercies, Lord, .and send 
Thy 'Spirit as our 'reacher-Friend; 
That we may see, a~d feel,. and prai'se 
The grace and love of all Thy ways! , 

-'-:FRANCES' .RIDLEY HAvERaAL . 

_ privilege of endeavouring to pull boys and girls out of thIS 
con~uming fire. If I had read in the paper, th~t s0IIl:e 
member of this gang of robbers ha.d'been a '!,cholar m JarvIS 
Street Sunday School-he might have been; I am not hlam­
ing the Sunday School which he attended -' but.if I had 

. read o'f' such a ,case 1 am' sure I sh'Ould be driven to ask 
myself, Did we fail in our duty to that boy? Is there any­
thing 'else we might .have done to save him? Once he w~s 
a bOY'in the school, just like you boys 'in the JuniorS, o~ In 

the Intermediates, indistip.guishable from the others - J;tst 
as clever as any of them. And yet there was somethmg 
within hiJll that nobody could control,-neither father nor 
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mother nor Sunday School nor church-and it. has de-. If a fire were to. take place, a~ aoout a hundred and sixty' 
stroyed his li~e. What a fearful tragedy that is! degrees it would melt the metal. and the sprinkler would 

A T~rribly Destructive Fire . come into operation. But when that sprinkler is up there 
on 'the ceiling, even in a shallow roo'm, it· would have to 

I thought perhaps it might he useful for me to speak to be a pretty hot fire down here to make it a hundred and 
you boys and girls this morning, an<;l to teachers and parents six~y up there, and bef<:tre it got hot 'enough to set off the 
too, about this terribly destructive fire to which everybody ~prIEkler a_.great deal of. damage would be' done. So there 
is subject. The text likens sin to a fire. Sin is not a -light IS another far more sensitive apparatus in this building­
thing. Wl1at a terribly serious matter' it is to be a sinner they call 'it a '~rate of rise" apparatus. If the temperature 
unsaved! Nobody can.tell what" awaits the future. of a~yone were to rise gradually from any point; s~y from fprty to 
in that condition. '. fifty, _sixty, seventy, or eighty, it would not trip t]le signal. 

. It Begins in a Small Way But if th'e temperature were to rise suddenly fiv~ degrees.it . 
Now sin, like fire, very often begins in a very small. way. would shut off all the fans, close all the dampers; and send . 

It may not be recognized ,as being a very serious·maltter. in;a ,message to the firemen, and to the police, and in three 
. The boy .iscaught in telling a Iie to his father or mo~her mmutes they would be 'at our- doors. It is so v.ery sensitive. 
or school teacher, or perhaps to some 'of his playmates, and !he idea ill to catch the fire right at the beginning, before' 
he laughs it off as a matter of little COnsequence. But that It has had a chance to' do any harm. . 
lie is a spark of this devastating destructive fire, and if you A Sunday School ought 110 be ~ kind of dua-l alarm, to 
do not put out fire right in the beginning, sometim~s it supplement the guardianship. of the home, to be on the 
may get entirely beyond your' control. A boy or girl is -lookout for the slig~te"st spark; and to try to correct it; to 
dishonest in school - he ch~ats at examinations, and thinks seek to put out the fIre. 
it is rather dever. No, it is not clever; it is a great sin. No Human Being Is Fire-Proof . 

There Were' Female Robbers, A1s~ 0 • There is no human being who is fire-proof. We read 
sometimes about fire-proof buildings, constructed of cement 

'. There is another smouldering fire there, and unless it is and .steel. But almost invariably in the· furnishings there I 

checked he will cheat at a 'great many other things. In are some inflammable materials, and when' the fire gets 
these robberies remember - I speak to you little girls, and hold of even a so-called fire-proof building sometimes it is 
to your teachers - women were involved as well as men, harf destroyed, or at least so marred and spoiled th;tt it 
and girls and women can be very evil, j4l1t as ·boys and needs almost to be built over 'again. I do, not care who 
men can. And these things that are passed 90 lightly by your father or moth~r. was, or how perfect· your training 
as fhough they were of little importance are really evi- has been, ·there is in every one of you a spark that may 
dences of an incipient fire which may prove at last to be grow into a flame, and destroy you body and soul. There 
utterly destructive. It is far better boys and girls to be. never has 'been a man or woman who was proof against it. 
frank and truthful,. no matter what it costs-to be honest W -
and straightfofward~ and never to() touch those t_hings which e are made 'df .inflam!Jlable m"ateri~l. I suppose if any-

. one should upset. a can of gasoline over himself,. and his 
belong to somebody else.' Be honourable and upright, and "Clothes were soaked with gasoline, anyone with sense would 
if you do wrong, acknowledge it, and get over 'it as quickly say, "Keep as far away from the fire as you can, and get 
as you can. those clothes off." -:-We are all sOa'ked with gasoline by 

Apparently Insignificant Beginnings nature. . There is tnat in every one of us t'hat.is com'-
I am pointing out ,Iio you that these. things that you may bustible~ and inflammable, and that needs only a spark 

think are quite insignincant are the beginnings of this from the great arsonist, the devil' himself, to destroy the 
dreadful fire. And if God the Spirit should give you very temple of God. Oh, how many we have seen-young 
spiritual hearing I think sometimes you would hear eon- . boys of whom we hoped much! I think I will tell you, L 
science crying; "Fire, . Fire." Where? The boy told a lie;. had a letter last week from one of our penal institutions 
he stole II. pencil; he cheated at exam.inations; he .was dis- about a certain boy. He said, "I understand he is a mem­
honourable in play. How do.yol,l know? There aTe people ber of your churc'h.~ I· was very glad that he was not, but 
who call it sport. I. believe in sports ''Yhen you play just he had been a member of our Sunday 'School. Thatl?oy 
for the sake of the game, and for the exercise of 'it. I re- gO.t into trouble, and got into the juvenile .court, and fue 
member one day, many years ~go now, I was playing ~it'h. judge ordered him to go to Suq,day School. One of our 
several others - I suppose it is a game for ladies; you"tlo most faithful men, who loves children, took that bOy-under 
not see it often played now - Croquet, on the lawn. And his wing, and visit.ed hill1-, and did everything possible that 
at one stage of the game there was one man who put his could ·be done for him. And still he robbed again, and was 
mallet down, and walked off the lawn. We said, "What caught again. The Superintendent of that institution wrote 
is the mat~r?" He said, "I am not playing any more," to me and said, "Tell me aU you know about him; we want 

.. "Whynot?" He said, "I am for the·game, just for the game's to help 'him if .we possibly can. Has he been neglected? 
sake, if we play it honourably; but that fellow cheats; he . What are his interests? What company does he -keep?" 
wants to win by fair means or foul." It was a stinging What could I say? I -could only tell him~and II did tell·him 
rebuke. What,that man.. really did was to cry, "Fire." The frankly and honestly. 1 said, "He is a,boy for whom we 
man was on the wrong road. You cannot indulge in that nave done everything that is humanly possible - foHowed 
.kind of,thing and be honourable. Beware of the first wrong him tc! his home, visited him, prayed' wi~h him, amI done 
step; beware of the beginnings of evil. everything for him." But we could not p.ut out .the fire. 

And I .said to that Superintendent, "Unless the grace of 
A Dual Guard God reaches that boy he, will end up in some Boyd gang 

We n~d what we have in this building-it 'is the only one of these days. .Do what you can for 'him." He was not 
building in Ontario' that ha~ it. It is what is caned a dual neglected by any means, but the fire was there, and it was 
guard. You see ,these sprinkler heads all around the place. bll~zing.-Yes, fire' gets o~t of control sometimes. 
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"-
Too Much Insurance 

Our insurance brokers, some years ago, came t-o me and 
said, "You have too much insuran,ce on, this building." We 
had three hundred thousand. I said, "Why?" He said, 
"You could not have a three hundred thousand dollar loss 
in this building." I said, "Why not?'.' '''It ~is right in the 
heart of the city," he s¥d, "and the firemen would be here 
before such damage could be done." He said, "We advise 
you to reduce your insurance." So we reduced it to two 
hu~dred and sixty-five thousand. Then he said, "We would 
recommend you to take co-insuran~e." I did not kQow what 
that was, 'but it was offered at a cheaper rate, but it meant , 
that we 'took a share of the loss ourselves. Then one after­
noon I said to the janitor, "There are some magazine~ up 
in that room off the gallery ; I wish you' would go and 
look for a certain thing for me." He went up, and in a 
minute or two he came racing down, white as a' sheet, 
and he said, "The church is on fire." I was in my vestry, 
and I could not get out into the corridor. I went around 
and opened the door, and it was a furnace. Put it" out? 
Why it was gone be'fore the firemen could get here. And 
we had our full three hundred 'thousand dollar loss,' and 
were a hundred thousand dollars short in our insurance. 
Why? Because fire is such a terrible thing, and it moves 
quickly and gets beyond control. And a~l you can do 
is just'staI!d back and see-it destroy. What a terrible thing 
it must be -.I have read of cases where parents were held 
back, frantic parents wanting to rush into the flames to 
~ave their children, when those who observed knew that it 
was impossible for anybody to save them, But can you think' . 
of anything more appalling than for father or mother to 
stand, back, and see their home being consumed, knowing 
that their ctlildren within it were being .burned 'to death, ' 
and then having to rebuke themselves, and say, "rf I hJld 
on:ly been here to look afj:er them that would not have 
happened." ,My dear friends, let us not expose ourselves to 
that kind df rebuke, by failing to do the' utmost in our 
power to save boys and girls from this fire. .It is iIi you 
every one~ I do not want to see you burned up;: I do not 
want 'to see your characters destroyed. That js what the 
fire win do when it gets completely beyond control, and it 
will destroy not only the body, but the soul as well, unless 

to the movies, but they are 'no better. And the 'radio is no 
better. J.t is no wonder the world is b~ing drenched with 
bI09d when people, by every means of publicity, are being 
trained to shed blood in times df peace. I t was said of­
Joal? by David, th~t he shed' the blood of war in peace. 
And flOday these a:bominable things are shedding the blood ' 
of war in peace. - ~ , 

What Shall We Do? 
What shall we do about it? In the first place we sh,ould 

recognize the danger of it. and be' afraid - "save with 
fear." Th,e admonition is to be afraid when you see·a fire. 
Are YOil. not afraid of fire? I am. There is nothing I fear 
more than that. ,What can you do about it? Nobody is proo'f 
against it. The fi~en are afraid of it. They face it every 
day, but they know the seriousness of it, and ta'ke such pre­
cautions as ,they can to save themselves from destruction. I 
wi~h I could lay this upon the hearts and, consciences of 
-teachers and parents, just to remind you that the children 
- and the older ones too ,for that matter - are exposed to 
the fire, and in danger of being destroyed, unless the fire is 
brought under control. ' 

It Is Our Duty to Save 

, "Others save." It is our business flo save. There are· many 
Sunday Schools that teach children how to play,b.asebaH, 
and how, to. do all sort~ of things, instead of teaching them 
the Word of God, and teaching them how to put out the 
fire, and pow ,to get'away from the fire. Our sc'hool does 
not exist to teach sports, or to entertain, but to pull boys 
and girls out o'f the fire. ' 

A ,Word to Teac1iers 
, Let me say to y<?u teachers, and urge it 'up~>n you, that' 
as often as 'you come beforf,your class rem,ember'there are 

,boys and 'gIrlS there that may be destroyed unless you are 

it is put out. 

yoursel'f filled with fear on their account, and tremble to, 
think of their possible fa~e. And fiUed with fear, try with 
fear to save them out of the fire. That is what we ought 
to do. You cannot be too much in earnest about it. Never 
'mind w~at people say ~ 'if they call you a fapatic, call 
you .bigoted, or call you what they like. Never mind. Save 
them with 'feai'. Say to father and mother when you visit 

• them, and they say, "My boy is all right," - "Yo~r boy 
The Dangers That Threaten Youn~ People Today is just like anybody else's boy; he is in danger. Won't you 
What shall we do about this? I co~id ~"On and multiply ,~, recog~ize it? Won't you wake up before i.t is 'too late, and 

illustrations. Surely we have seen enough, and heard do what yo~ can to le;ad ~hat. boy to C~rIst~" I h~a~d a 
enough; and read enough, to recognize the danger that ~~fesso~, WIth whom I dId battle som~ ~ears a~; rId~~ul-. 
faces young people today, I'do not often Iook,:at it, but mg ,tfe Ide~ t~~t th~se temple~, wer~ mf1am~abl.e. My, 
yesterday I happe':led to buy a paper tha:t I do not ordinar- boy, he saId, IS no~ depraved. ,Perhap.s ~e IS WIser now. 
iIy buy, and there was a' ~aturday edition in it, and com'ics. ~ remembe,~ a place wh;re I was boardmg,y~ars a~, and 
I hastily turned the pages, and nearly every one had scenes there was a lIttle boy .. HIS father was a pecuh,ar custo~er, 
df violence. They ought all to be prohibited by law. But and the boy was a ch~p ?'ff the old block. I do not thmk 
there they' are, and the children are being' trained to do ' ,he wag. any w~rse th~n hIS father, but pretty ne~rly as bad. 
evil, and' trained to imitate gangsters. In the stores a!. He ~3:s only about four years !lId. I was passmg ~rou~ 
.Christmas time or any qther time you may see toy pistols; the hvmg room one day, and hIS mother w~ reprovmg hIm 
and knives and. all sorts of illegal things. And I see boys,' -;-he had been na~ghty. I can .see ~at I.Ittle fellow now, 
when I ~ about, two or three of t'hem playing, and soil;1e- Just ~our years 0:£ age, cIenchm~ .~IS fIsts, and' a1m«;>St " 
body around the comer with a toy gun" and he is goin,g to f:!?ashmg hIS teeth. J:l,e stampeli hIS lIttle, foot, an~ he saId, 
shoot. They ,say that is funny~ Funny? It's ,damnable! ,See her~ Ma, I don t have to do nothmg onlY.Just wh~t 
It is filling our jails; it is just ruining us _ training young folks don t tell me I ~aven't got ~t? do." No~ If you ca!1 
people to do evil, and fil:ling their minas with poison. It sort out that aggreg.atlO~ of n~gatIves. you wIll see that It 
is bound to bear fruit. What else do y~)U, expect? The means the c~f!lal mmd IS enmItyagamst God. Only four 
newspapers do not care - they sell tbe papers, and the years of age. , 
cnildren buy them.)"ney never read the papers '- they buy I knew a woman who had an ideal 'boy-her first. There 
them for these abominable scenes of violence. I do not go never was anybody like that. Whatever mother or anybo'dy . . . ,. 
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else told him to do, he did it; he was ju~t as meek as any- ence of fear the ~trengtli or" thr~e or four' men.~ Yes; that is 
body could, be. His II?-0ther pre~ned herself on h,er care what we need. And if we could'realize the danger in, which 
for him, and said, "When children go wrong it is aU the men 'are todai:we too wO\lld develop supernatural strength; ~', 
fault of th~ parents. Loo'k at my boy; my boy is all fight.'" we,should have it .given to us by the Lord Himself, to pull 

. After a while' she had ,a second boy. The same father and ' people out ,df' the fIre. , 
mother, and born' in 'the same home,l;mt what to 40 with ' , , 
him'she did not know. I remember one occasion when she, ,The Greatest 'of All firemen, 
had itbout exhausted herself trying to' bring hii~ to timt;, Let me tell you of One, the greatest 'of all firemen. He 
,and at last she did what was perhaps a very unwise thing~ came from 'Heaven - we' sing it sometimes: "Out of the 

.. ' ~he put him In a cupbeard, and closed the door, just leaving Ivory :p'alaces, Into a world of woel' He 'came, and He 
'it ope~ far enough for J.1~m to' get air. She saia, "No)\' you .. descended into .the s;rater of the hottest'volcano that ever, 
are going to. stay there until you say you are sorry." She burned. He was made sin for us, who knew rio sin, that 
left him there for an hour or so, and then she opened the we'might be made the rigllteousnes's 'of GOd in: Him." But 
door, and said, "WilI'you say Y0J,l're sorry?" 'He bit his lips;' He actually went' into the fire: L<?<>k at His hands, and 
an~ clenched his fist, and turned around and said, "Me His feet, and f;fis brow - the ,marks of the fire·upon them. 
won't," and turned back again. She discovere~ that there, What does the Bible say?, I~ describes Him as the .great 
was a good deal of the·old man in her Children. ' They were High Priest, holding one in His triumph~nt hand, saying 
inflammable; ".th~ fi~ was ther~. Be a~tai~ of it. Re-' HIs',not this a bran,d ,plu~ked out of the fire?" That ,ktrue 
member there IS that m every c,hlld that IS 1;Jeyond human ~,_of every one of us who IS saved - a brand plucked out of 
control. or cure; notwithstanding all the modern pedagogi- the fiTe. ' " ,: ' , ' 

,cal experts ma¥, say about how to trairi children, and 'all' I heard o'f a l'ittle girl who had a very kind and attentive' 
the rest of it, there'is something there that no human power mcithe,r, who did ever,ything .she eouId for the child.' But 
can train. There is fire and we had ''better learn to be' the, child ,did not want motHer to come to 'school; she did 
'afraid of it; and do our utmost to save. not want her school mates to 'see her mother,' I;>ecause", 

. '- ' mother's 'hands w~ere terribly disfigUred, they had been 
, How Shall 'We Save Them? "burned badly. Arid her face,~was equally disfigUred. She', 

No- h t t'he'm? At' d' d had never told the child why, and the child' was a' bit 
W' ow are we 0 sav.e . ,s rong wor IS use h d f' h' 'h h'" I ' 'h' " 'f' 'here "Oth' ·th f" II' th - t of th . as arne 0 mot er, w en ot er gIr s mot ers were so me - ers save WI ear, pu mg em ou elk" Th d ' k th" r I . I . d 

fi~e." You can ;ee thaj figure, can you not?c Someone' is .. oo/n&'d ,,~n one'k ay so~eone ~~o I kS' I~e\~I~?:!,sSh' 
'overcome with smoke perhaps, and badly ifmrned already, ' a~ d s~N' _ I ~ y~~,; ~,w II Yh m~ er ~o SJ' 1 t a 'b a b" ~ 
beyoQd helping themselves, and somebody dashes into the ~aI, t ~\ ron Th e w en you 70 r~elups 'anda y~~ 
flames, laY$ holQ of them,and literallv pulls them out of'· OUSt~' °hOt '. ,Itre'the flere:: wa!! no ond

c
a blanke't arounmdo, our 

'th '£' I'd' th" k"d f I ' h wcm rIg m 0 '. ames, wrappe . y , , 
, e IrC~. commen~? you at m 0 zea, teac ers, and brought you out to safety., But her dothes were. all on 
parents, and every belIever. ,Let us remember that we f d h h d' d h 're terribl burned and 
have l.iterall{ g<;>t to pull' pepple out of th~: fire. \You re-' 'hlre"fa~ , er ban sdanSh,erd~d' a:Islwthe t "or 'yoY;.' Th 'n'tt'l'e 

-b h h L d . d f" db'" er ace was ume. e 1 a~' u. e 11 
mem e~ w en {e or 'rame Ire:~? , I?mstone l:lpon girl' bowed her heai and cried. When she went home she 
Sodom ~~d Gomorr.ah tha,t Lot and hIS fam~Iy wert; reluc-. put her arms arm,ind her mother's neck, anc;l'she said, 

: tant, t?, ~,~ave the. CIty, .ana ,they :were tarryI?g. And the '''Mama, let me kiss you. I didn't know. Let me kiss your 
, angeis bemg merclf~llald hpld ~ th~m, and hte!ally pulled; hands." . Oh, th~re are people 'who are asha~ed of the -

them out of the fIre. "God m ,HIS mercy does t~at. . woufds of J.esus, and the offence df, the cross. They dO,pot 
How elm We Pull Them Out of the Fire? ~ I' know that it was, just ~o pull us 'out of the fiJ:e, that IJe 

" " '. s,uffered. WiH you trust Him this morning? Not one of 
,Ho~ can .we ,pull .people ou.(o'£ the fire? I think w~ you is safe until y.ou are'safdn the arms of Jesus, until He 

,c,an do a lot ,If we have these chIldren and others constan!Zy 'holds you. I want you all, to bow with me in prayer, and I 
.. on, o-ur: hearts w,hen we pray. ',.~s we pray for tpem we - want~,to ask eyery. one" of, you t{> pray as I :pray, ~at',sorne 

sha~I 'be full of fear 'foz: them, and' we shall haye a zeal for boy or girl in whom, the, fire'is bUI'r\ing ~ it hasn'ot~burned 
, the1~sa,lvati?r,t, ,w?ich.otp,crwise we shalt not. Dei ,not, blame out yet, YOll do not see 'it 59 mu~h, outside, but it is. -rhez:e, 
p~nts when the~r/chddren gO-'WI"<?ng.' Even when'they 00 and that 'boy or girl knows that it Is"there this morni~g, 
theIr ,best they-cannot always prevent it: 'I hav~ been in andif'theSpiritof-God'h~sspokentohimorh!!1'theyknow 
many a home where parents have been' Just heart-broken. they ar~ in danger. Ask Goel to,help th.em to :r;espond to, 
They 'h:av~ don.e everything,. but it .did no~:avlilil. In'God's the call df mercy. Let us pray. ' _ ,.... ' " ' 
good tIme < perhaps He may ,yet Intervene in many such .' 0 Lord, we do not know how to pray: We.are concerned' 
cases. 'But l am poi,~ting out ,to 'you.' th~t we are engaged for' many, a!ld very espe~ially for the .children. We pray 
in serious business. The next time you 'liear the 'fire alarm that T'hou w~1t come, and m Thy: soven:I'gn gra~e pull them, 
. d th f' , " , .. . ' out of the fIre. Let some be saved thIS morrung, for 'Thy' 
an. see ,e lre~en spee?mg through the CIty, clangmg Name's sake, Amen.' , , .' , 
theIr bells and passmg Ted lIghts, ask yourself, "Wh'yare they" " , " 
in ~uch. a hurty? Why' are they allowed to pass ~ed'lights?" .. 

, ' ~i:mply b~cause there is fire, and"j:hey cannot afford to wait; • , COURAGE FROM AFFJ;;ICTIONS' , 
, they must' hurry; 'hu.,rry, hurry, and get at it, as quickly 'as ,Christ's, enemies are but breaking their oWn heads in 
possible; before ,the ,fire ,has completely destroyed t;he object pieces upon the Rock laid in Zion; 'and, .the stone~s not 
upon which',it js engl!-ged. ' "',',' removed out of-its plac-e ... Faith hath c'ause ,to·take cour­

'Yes; and :'by, constant effort. I ,cannot tell y~u how'to ,age from .our very afflictions; the devil is but a whetstone " 
, pull them ~mt of the fire. I ~P nC),t k,no,"v whether it is' true, ,tq ,sharpen the .faitb-, arid pB:t.ie~ce of the saints. I kno!V 
, but I h.ave h!!ard of a man m great stress,when ,there ,was that, he, but- ,heweth, and 'pohsheth ,stones, all this -time, 

a fi~, c;.trrying 'tr~mendous weight~, eVeD. alone dragging a ' for the new Jerusalem: ' '" .-
.', ' piano C)ut Qf a, ?OI,lSe, deve~<?piI)g sudde~ly under the influ- ,-,SAMUEL RUTHERFORD .. 
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, . 
. QUEEN MARY . had also lived a fuH and fruitful life in this modern era 

T· HE news that ·Queen Mary had died brought·a sense • t~ai::has grown out of it. Shallow modern minds like to' 
of. ~enuine sorrow to minions' of pe~sons throughout . d~splay a disd~in .for ali that beIon~ to th3;t seemingly 

the Bntish Commonwealth and in. other parts of the world. ~ISt~t epoch, ~ut It. would be·ll:. ha.ppI~r world If those who 
.~he w~s morc·than· ~ sY!Ilbol of. royalty,. that mysterious, -bve m o~r troubled d3;YS ~~d some~~ng .?'f the. faith that 
:mt~ngible bond j~at lends st.ability to our governm~nts and charact~r1zed Q,ueen VIctorIa .. The lmes m wh.Ich Tenny­
umty. to our gr:~t fe~lowship o~ n~tions. She was mo~e son dedIcated 4~s Idylls. ot the Kzng. to tha~ great a~d royal 

.' t~an a human lmk WIth generatIons that have gone. She woman, may w!!h p~opnety also be ~pphed to thIS. other 
was beloved for herself, as a faithful wi'fe 'and a good . Quee~ who h.as Just been summoned mto the presence of. 
mother who had been tried' again and again in the fires of the Kmg of kmgs: 
.affliction, first ,by the Io~s of her husband, then by the 9 loyal to. the royal,in th~s~l.f, 
death CJf a sonJilled in an a~roplane accident, 'and, adding, And loya,l to thy land, as thIS to thee. 
sorrow.upon sorrow, by the passing 6f her'royal son, King J.-ast Sunday evening in Jarvis Street Church, the choir 
~eorge VI. There was a rOyfllty in her nature,' expressed . ~ndered the followmg hymn, while the congregation stood' 
mher dignifie~ bearing but .also,chiefly,· imprinted upon m ~e:mory of the late Queen. -W.S.W: 
the lives and cond.uct oftJ::te royal persons to whom' her life- . . 

-was so closely bound .. We 'remember with gratitude the Now ·the la'bourer's task is' o!er; ,'.. JI! ow the battle d'ay is past; 
steadfastness· of her hU'sband, George V, the unswerving. . "'Now upon the farther shore 
devotion of her. son, George VI, and we pray that 'her '. Lands the voyage'r '!It last. 
spirit. may c.ontinue to ~nspire 'and encourage her gran.d­
dau'ghter. ElIzabeth who now .pears the oppressing 'weight 
of the British crown. The Bible gives no sma:ll place to the . 
ministry of good women who as -wives and mothers influ- . 
enced and shaped for good the five's of their husbands and . 
children and of ,their children's children, and throug4 them' 
the destiny of nations. Su'c'h··a wife and such a'· mother was .' 
Queen Mary, a.rid generations yet: unborn will' rise up to 
call her blessed as those wJ:!.o tread the' high path she trod 
are guided by the e~ample of .her quiet yet- steadfast de~ 
votion -to dut,Y and lier sense of {esponsibility to God. 

'- . 

Father, in Thy gracious keeping 
Leave we now Thy servant. sleeping. 

'f·here the. teal'S of eahhare dried' . 
. There-its hidi:l'en things are cl~ar' 

There ·the work otf . life is tried ' 
By l!- juster J ud'g:~ . than here. 

There 'the 'penitents tha:t; turn 
To the Cros's thei·r dying eyes, 

All the love of Jesus learn -
At His feet in, Paradise. 

There no more the powers of hell 
'Can prevail to mar their peace'. 

Christ the liot:d shall guard. them w~ll, 
. 'He who dIed for their release. . 

"lEarth to e~rth, and dust to dust;' 
'Calmly. now ~e words we say' 

~eft Ibehind, we wait in trust. . . '. 
·For the' Resurrection day. 

. -JOH~ EL\.ERToN, :i~26-1893 

. ' .. Those wh9 know life best know that such .qualities as 
these do not spring oy chance in the ljves of men and 
women simply because -they have '!?een consecrated to wear 
a crown.. Such noly .and blessed virtues a:re the fruit of 
a deeper p~a,<e and a prof~>und~r source of grace ,than may 
.be found in the springs of our ID!Jrta:l nature. Everythi~g 
we have 'read about this, great and good wOinan confirms 
our conviction that she had a' living faith in God. Long 
ago she wrote: "Remember that life is made up of loya:lty; 
loyalty to you.r· frien~s; loyalty to things beautiful and 'good;. . A SUBSCR'mER WRI' TES 
loyalty to the country in 'which you live; loya:lty to your . 
King; and aoove all, for this heids a'll other loyalties to- D 'F. " March 16th, 19,53 

" 

gether, loyalty to God.'" g, . ear rlends m Chnst: . . 
It is our earnest prayer that the faith whi'ch.dwelt in this I. would like to ~~ll you ~ow mJIch we enjoy THE Gos-

truly que~nly grandmothctr may also cJ,well in the heart of ~EL WITNES~ .. It IS'!1 ~onderful help to us spiritually ·and 
~he young woman who is about fo be crowned as our m our studIes o.f HIS Word·. . 
Queen. ·MaY her home" her husband and her children, . I would ~lso hke to. tE!1l you that my brother an!! siste·r­
and her people, be bles'sed with the same unfailing conse- ~n-Ia,! -have both accepted Christ as their personal Sav­
cration to.the high'<c~lling which 'is hers, the sll;me 'loyalty' lour In the past year: and' ,they have told us that THE 
to goodness' and righteousness and, above aU . the same GOSPEL ~ITNESS has been a great help to them as 'they 
faith 'in God. .... '. .. ' ..' ha,ve ·~tudled 'God's Word. Being l;,rpited Church members . 

.- . Queer; Mary belonged to the Victorian Age, though she they have found th.eir pa'Pers (Sund'ay School) very in­
adequ~te. But as they were very recently saved we are 
praying,' and sending them al'! the Christian literature 
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t~at we can .. And may the dear Lord lead them where 
He win. . 

Yours in 'Christ ••••••.•••••••••• I 

( 
I . 

DONOTHINGISM 
.. WE? 'are not told that the unprofitable se~ant· .who hid 
his .talent wa!! a murderer, or a' thief,' or even .a: waster 
of his Lord's money; But he did nothing-and this was 
his ruin. Let us. bew.are of a do-nothing 'Christianity . 
Such ".christianity" does not come from the 'Spirit of 
God, "To 'd'o no harm," says Baxter, "is th6Ppraise of a 
stone, not of a man."-BISHOP RYLE: . 
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HOBSQN'S CHOICE 
Another Example of the Deadly Parallel Between 

. R.ome a~d Moscow ' ' 

THE follow~n~ dispatCh from Colomb!a,South America, 
: once ,agaIn. Illustrates how Romamsm annuls democ­

racy'ju-st as effectively as CommuniiJm wherever it gains 
conirol. Colombia is 'the republic that has won unha.ppy 
notoriety by its systematic repression of Protes'tantism 
in the last few yea'rs. The so-called "Conservative" party, 
we understand, is actually the clerical party which carries 
out the bidding of the prie-sts and in return for their 
support is willing to accept the 'Church's commiss-ion as' 
its pu'bli-c E'x~utioner of no.n-Romanists. 

Although Rome pretends in freedom-loving countries 
to be indifferent to forms of government, yet by its 
very nature it is an au,thoritarian, auto~atic system that 
is i.ncompatible with democratic conceptions and methoof! 
of governm~nt.' If all power from God :be ~ediated to 
men through the pope, ali~Rorneassumes, then demC)Cracy 
must be false since it teaches that the power to govern 
is medIated through the people who have the rigHt' to 
choose their own.1eaders. When Rome gives evidence of 
reforming sufficiently to allow her people some voice in 
the affairs of the church, then we may 'believe her pro­
fession to ,accept the democratic way of life in the chTi~' 
realm. What a contrast there is between the des'potic, 
absolutist system of the~ Roman Ohurch and the govern­
ment of the New Testament ehurches under the guidance 
o'f the 'Spirit of God speaking and working not through 
a pope· but through the ,multitude of the brethren! There 
is not only no ~ention of a pope in the Bible,' there is no 
place or possibility for such a monster /of men's evil im­
aginations. The following is the news dispatch telling 
of the Oommunist-Romanist "election", without a choice, 

, in ,Colombia. It might have J:>~en written with equal ap-
propriateness of Soviet Russia: ' 

/ ' / 

, Colombia Votes-Without Choice, Without Interest 
• Bogota, March 15 (.A:P).~Coloinbians voted quietly and 

with litt1e apparent enthu'Biasm .today in congressional elec­
tions being boycotted by OPPo9'1"t.ion Liberals and diss\dent 
Conservatives. , 

Only candidates supporting the controlling Conservative 
Party can be chosen'for 76 seats in the House of Representa­
tives. 'Opposition parties are' awarded the remaining 56 seats, 
but, as in the past, they will remain vacant. ¢ 

-The boycotting factions accuse the government of denying 
free voting. The CO'llBervative8 'have been in control since 
1946 and the Lrberals have boycotted every election since the 
presidential election of 1949. 

There is, a third party---tlie Communist-but it is badly 
demoralized, put up no candidates, and its adherents pl'<Jlbably 
did not vote either. . ' 

. Those who did tum out to vote were searched for weapons' 
as they approaC'hed the polling places. ' 

ANOTHER ,R,:C. 'PARTY BURIES 
;DEMOCRATIC ,GOVERNMENT 

THE daily press reports angry scenes in: th~ Ital,ian 
Senate 'as the Roman Catholic . "Christian Democrat 

Party". of Premier de Gasperi forced throu'gh a biB, that 
is ostensibly designed to assure slta:ple government. By 
its terms any party or bloc of parti~s which may pol! 
more than ,half the popular vote will be ,gIven a "bonus" 
in parl1iament that will permit it to control 65 per cent 
of the total nu'mber of seats. It is said that this extra­
ordinary measure is exPected to help de Gasperi 'keep 
his government in office in the forthC'Oming general elec~ 

tion in June. It may well do so, but if it does, the vic­
tory will be achiieved at the sacl"ific~ of genuine democ­
racy. If, on the other hand; the Communists s~ou~d gain 
fifty per cent of' the popular vo,te, they would n'ot scruple 
to,take full advantage of this,anti-democratic law in order 
to sadd.e Italy with another new species of aespotism. 

It is ironical that a party which hears the name "oChris- , 
tian" and "Democrat" should sponsor a bill that is anti­
democratic and which bears on its face evidence of being 
designed to give the quietus to the last vestige of parli'a­
mentary government in ItJaly. But this party has a name 
to live and .is dead: actually its fine-sounding title is the 
front undel" which the priests of Rome operate the puppet . 
regime that has saved for them most of the advantages, 
they managed to win for tllemsellves by paltering with 
the infamous Mus'solini. The terms of the concordat he 
signed with. the Vatican Are .still in force under this pres­
ent government in Italy, though the Italian d,ictator lies 
in an ignominiou's grave. ' 

I.t is with shame tha:~ we recall· thatj the so-called 
''''Christi,an Demo.cra't" party was elected as a bulwark 
against Communism with. the more or less implicit bless­
ing of certain democratic powers, no1ia:bly the United 
States. In the electi'ons now impending in Italy, will the 
papacy again 'be able ~ raUy the United States ana 
other'democratic nations to support it in' another attempt 
to grab political power? There are said to be two m.i}­
lions ,COmmunists, in, Italy, on the very threshold of the. 
Vatican. Why are they there? We answer, they are 
there because Italians are to'O well acqua~nted with the , 
V.atican's age-long record of perfidy, greed and oppres­
s;ion. Romanism is the prolific motl1er of scepticism, in-

. differelitism, atheism and CommuJlism. The priests have 
once' again 'in this instance managed to take up their 
favourite, position as the destroyers of demC)Cracy. It is 
most unfortunate that they have thereby thrust the 
·Communists forward as the seeming defenders of parfi-a­
mentary government and' fair representation. We sin­
cerely hope that 'li:berty~loving nations' will not allow 
themselves to ,be manoeuvred by the astute priests into 
the false position of widing the Italian clericals who' 
!}:lave once again demonstrated their aversion for demo­
cratic fair a1ay.-W.S.W. 

-------
A 'LETTER FROM ENGLAND 

February 28th, '1953 
Dear Miss tLindsay: • I 
\ Thank you for yo.ur kind letter to hand telling me 

that my friend ~r ................. had aSiked you to' 
send to me THE GOSPEL WI'J:'NESS. 

I -am pleased to say'that some copies ,have now come to 
hand. I like the tone of them very much indeed. It is a 
welco.me change to find' such sound: addresses. I remem­
·ber 'hearing of Dr. Shields some years ago when I was in 
the Baptist ministry.:1 was :trained at the Spurgeon's,Col­
lege, 'and there 'We, were 'given a very sound 'theological 
training. I also knew Dr. T. I. Stockley. I have 'been 
in Orders now twenty-one years.' This is, a very ancient 
parish, and our Church is 'Norman. , 

I still have a very great regard for the Baptists of 
your sc'hool of thought, hut have no place at all 'for 
Modernism. , \ 

Wishing you every ibless'ing in your good work, 
. Yours sincerely, 

.I .. ............ . 

, 
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"KEEP THY HEART WITH AtL, 
DILIGENCE" , 

By Rev. John B. Cunningham, Pastor of 
Westboume Church, ,Calgary, Alberta 

"Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the 
issue of .life."-Proverbs 4:23. 

TH;E wisdom of ,the tex.t is attributed to Solomon, and 
, If thatl be true then he let its exhortation go un-
heeded in his own life. There is something deeply tragic 
about Solomon-one who began his life so well and yet 
ended' it amid, God's displeasure. .solomon is like the son 
who inherits a great fortune from his father the accumu­
lation of his father's industry and wisdom. ' There' never 
~as-a king in Israel like David, under whose reign the 
kmgdom reached the peak of its glory and prosperity. 
Solomo~ rode the crest of the wave when he became king 
aft~r .h1S father'~ death. In the early part of his reign 
the kmgdom ~Joyed the utmost prosperity, whi~e his 
glory and wisdom were known to the ends of the earth. 
~or was it merely an idle repu·tation' which he enjoyed. 
When the Queen of Sheba saw his glory and .heard hi! 
w~sdom, she said, "It was a trl,le report that 1- heard in 

, mme own land' of thy, acts and thy wisdom. Howbeit I 
belie,:ed ,not ~he words, until I came, a~ mine eyes have 
seen It: and, beh~ld, the half was not told me: thy wis­
dom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard." 

Solomon's wisdom and prosperity were of the Lord. 
When 'he first 'came to the throne the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream, and said~ "Ask what I shall give thee."­
The Lord cannot entrust suCh a promise, carte ,blanche, 
to many of us, for we shouldr certainly abuse it; but tlie 
answer of the young king pleased' Him-"Give therefore 
thy servant a~ understanding heart to judge thy' people, 
that I may discern between good and bad." And th~ 
r .ord' gave him his 'request, and· for good measure He 
granted him also those things for which he had not 
asked-riches, long life ·and victory over his enemies. 

So.Solomon ~nt' his days until he became old, and 
then the story begins to change and he reaped the bitter 

hearts. Oh, they still keep to the outword forms of their' 
religion, as did Solomon, and they never repudiate their 
faith in Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour, but they 
do not keep the strength' and vigor of their first love. 
Of them it may be truthfuHy slloid., .... "1 have somewhat 
against thee, :because thou hast lef.t thy first 'love." 

How many things there are that crowd upon us and • 
turn aside our hearts! 'Somet'imes it is the influence of 
ungodly personal relaUonship.!\, as it was with Solomon. 
It is true' that we need not give in to them. True we 
ought to 'be able to resist them, but how few do! Or 
it is the appeal of this passing world that turns. our 
hearts, as it was wJth Demus. Or we are caughrt in the 
toils of making money under the pretense of provid,ing 
for our families against the proverbial rainy day. But 
whatever it is, the result is the same-our hearts are 
turned aside from the Lord our God,. Oh, we still attend 
the ,serVices of the chureh' and we feel that we are all 
right, 'but the spiritu'a! virility',of our former days is 
gone. We might as wel'l be honest, our heart is not in 
it. We are just going through' the motions of being a 
Christian. That is the tragedy of Solomon. , 

Therefore we must take heed to the exhortation of 
Solomon: "Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of 
it are the issues o~ life." Bac'ksliding ,always begins with 
the deflection of the heart; i:t is a sin of the heart; it 
is a heart that is turned aside. And we can only guard 

-against it by keeping our hearts with all the drHigence 
that God's grace can afford us. David! wrote in one of 
his Psalms, "My sOUl followeth hard after thee; thy right 
hand upholdeth me." The Ohristi'an life allows for no 
rel'axation in any way. We must give constant attention 
o our epritual weifare; we must fol~ow hard after th~ 

Lord our God. Only ·by consltant vigil against the unto­
ward ~nfluencea of the world, oJ}ly by the constant IlIPpli­
cation of our souls to t'he things of t,he. Spirit, shall we 
escape that coldness of spirit, that deflection of heart, 
that is both displeasing and dishonoring to God. It be- .... 
hooves us to keep our hearts with all diligence. 

Bible School~ Lesson Outline . fruit of the compromise and disobedience of his former 
days. "King Sol~on loved many strange wives"­
thus this tragic chapter of his life begins. They were 

Second Quarter Lesson 3 April 19, 1953 of those nations concerning which the Lord had' given.' Vol. 17 
H~s ,com~andment that Israel should, not intermarry -----------------------
WIth them, for God had said, "Surely they willi turn away 0J.4Vi!:.L. <LARK. Ph.D. (I'or.) 
your heart after their gods.''' And that is juslt What 
happened to Solomon--!"his wives turned away his heart." . MARY'S GIFT , . 
Anti the record add-s f.ul"tber, "His heart was not perfect Lesson Text: John 12:1-8, 20-27. 
with the Lord his God,as was the heart of David his Golden Text: "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a com 
father." (1 Kings 11). Then when :his heart was turned of wheat fan into the ground and die, it IIIbideth: alone: 
how easily he went the do~nward path s.piritually! "And but i,f it die, it brin!ge'thforth much fruit."-J~hn 12:24. 
Solomon did evi'l in the sight of the Lord. and went not I. Jesus the Christ Anomted: verses 1-8. 
fully after ·the Lord, as did David his father." A startling event such as the raising of Lazarus from the 
, In th.is respeCt David stands out in vivid oontrast to de~ prodJlc~ a prof~und imp~ion upon all who had ~t­

h' Th' . h L d' . . . nesaed or had heard about the mIracle. Those whose hearts 
"IS s~m.. IS IS t . e .. or '. s te~timony 1concernmg him, wer!} open ~ the truth received with joy this token of the 

Dav"ld d1d'that wl),lch IS rIght 10 the eyes of the Lord, SaVIOUr's DeIty and ·power, and they believed on Him. Others, 
a~d turned not aside from any thing that he commanded whos~ hearts were·rebel.lious, ,became inflaI!'-ed with hatred 
him all the days of his life save in the matter of Uria.h ' and. Jhealousy at the tn~mph of ~he SaVIOur, and these' 
th H

'tite" Th h D .'. . . I straag tway plotted for HIS destructIOn (John 11:45-47). But 
~ 1 . : 'oug aVId 10 thIS one 1Os1;ance sinned in the home of Lazarus, the Saviour would ever be a welcome 

,l!'rIe~ouslY' agamBt the Lord, yet it -is not saId of him Guest, for henceforth He was the Centre of that home. What 
that hiS! heart was turned aside. But it seems as though a difference it makes when Christ is crowned. Sovereign of 
th Ch . t' h alk' h the home! ere !ire lI!0re r1'S 1ans ~ 0 w m t e wa~s of Solo- It was to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, that 'Christ went 
mon, m thIS regard, than m the ways of DaVId. There as He neared Jerusalem for the dare of this final Passover 
are not ma~y, who keep a straight course spiritually tight Feast, for the fell~ws'hip of His fnends brought comfort to 
down to, the en:d of their dJays. Somewhere, sometime, the Son,,:of man 1~' these days of ,suffering (Matt. 21 :17; 
there iii ·that enters the~:r lives that turns aside their ~~te 1~~el~f 1~~~~b~~Prathe~t i~e:t:nho~:' o~o~i~~: 

, 



.' '. '. , 
THE GOSPEL WIT~ESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCA:rE . 16 (800~ 

the leper, who' had proba:bly 'been'cured by the S'aviour (Matt. 
26!6-13; Mark 14:3-9). . ..... . 

What a glorious opportunity Lazarus had to testify to the 
love and' pow.er :of the Lord Who ,had raised him from the 
dead! . No· dc,u'bt he was faithful in that respect, but i~ is a.: 
striking. fact that not one word. which Lazarus spoke Iii! re­
corded, in Scripture. His. influence was chiefly felt in wp,at 
he was, rather than 'i~ what he said. Ilis living pre'sence 
among the .people, as one who had been dead, was a str~mger . 
witnes's for Christ than any. words he could utter. Uni1!ehevers 
and scoffers cannot -gainsay such a powerful te$timony (John· 
9:25; Acts 4:14'-15). The·world wilt listen to a Christian, 
if they,~ee tp.e evidence of .,a transformed l~fe .. 

'Thiol! supper at Bethany IS. the second of which we. have . 
record. (Luke 10:38-42). It must have Ibeen an occaSIon of 
great joy. Lazarus '~ad been restored to his sisters; the~r 
family circle was ~gaI!l corp-plete, and t?gether the three C!f 
,them went to the supper as guests WIth the Lord. This 
supper of fellowship' .foreshadows .the l'lI:arriaJge feast .C!f the 

- , Lain'b, When the,:-- re«:leemed of earth shall 'gather In the 
heavenly home, to be separated. from one another n? more. 

. , Mary's devotion to her .Lord· ,was sllch that no gift was 
deemed too precious to be bestowed upon Him. Rer'sacrificial 
offering, like the sweet incense of the prayers of the saints 

, (Rev. 8:3)', filled the house with its fragran~e. The in!fluence 
of her g!)od 4eed, Which wgn the approvaJ of the Master, 
lives on to this day (Matt. 26:13; Mark.14:9). 

.. Judas would jud'ge everything· '.bY the standards of a cold. 
. calculating worldling. The pretense of unselfish regard for 
- the poor was' too . slim' a c.overing 'to conceal hi'S heartless 

greed.. He woutd sell his so~l for thirty piece~ of. sHver ... 
A loving heart soon outstnps the keenest mmd In graspmg 

the sacred truth .. The dis'ciples had' frequently been' told. 
that their Master would die and rise again, Ibut they did, not 
believe it (Matt. 16:21; Mark 8:31;. Luke 9:22, 44, 45; 
18:31-34). M~ry sensed the truth' and anointed His body 
in anticipation of His 'burial. She was evidently not among 
the women who took spices to the tomb (Mark 16:1); she 
believed that He would ri]!e. a'gain. ' 

II .. Jesus 'the Saviour Announced: verses 20·27. ,.< ' 

We are not told why these' Greeks deSired to see· Jesus. 
It is po'ssi'ble tllat their curiosity had been aroused by the. 
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repor:ts which they had heard about Him, and that they in­
tended to enter into a reli'gi.ous discussion with Him. The,. 
~reeks :W~~ naturallr,' of' a thoughtfu:l disposition, and it .. " .. 
was the~r.custo~ to diSCUS'S at length pro'blems of philosophy 
and rebglOn, as they: sought for truth (Acts· 17:21;'.1. Cor .. _ . 
1:22). But the way of salvation through the cross .of Christ 
is not· accordin'g to human wisdom. . Christ crucified is to' 
the Jews' a stum'bIing-iblock and .to. the Gre~ks a laughing­
stock,. but to the believers He is the' Power of God and the 
Wisdom of. God (1: C()l". 1:17-25).. . __ 
. .In -answer to the reques.t of the Greeks for an interview, 
Christ emphasized the truth that the pass'age to life lay·' 
through the gates of death. Even.a grain of wheat cannot 

. produce a harvest, except'" it (lie '(1 Cor. 15:36; 37). Glory 
comes only through suffering (Heb. 2:9, 10; 1 Pet. 5:1). The' 
way to save life is to lose it· ('Matt. 10:39; Luke 14:26). 

Christ was willing to J!ay the price of our salvation; His 
sacrifice was voluntary (John 10:15-18; 19:11; Heib. 10:5-7). 
~'Now is ~y soul troubled; and what shaH I s·ay? Father,. 
save me from this hour?" He would not pray for deliverance 
from the suffering. of the cross (Mark 14:35, 36), because 
He, had.- come into the world for that hour (Luke i9:10;' John 
6:38, '?9; 10:10; 1 Tim. 1:15). Hitherto He 'had! said, "Mine 
hour IS not .yet .come" (Joh~ 2:4;,7:30; 8:20), but th~ ti!De 
w~ 'l!-0w at hand for HIm to ,:glorify the Father by y~eldIn'g 
HI'S hfe as a raIisom for sipners (Luke 22:37;· John 17:1). 
God voic,ed His ap'prov8:1 of the s'acrifice (M'att. 3:17; 17:5). 

Christ was to be lifted ,up from· the earth on the cr~s, 
just as the serpent. was lifted up in the wilderness (v. 32; 
Numb. 21:9; 'John -3:14; 8:28; Rom. 5:8), that whosoever 
should-look upon Him ,might be saved (lsa. 45:22; John 1:29). 
.christ died for the sins of the whole world' (1 Jahn 2:2)'. '. 
Look to Him and live! ' . , . 
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