
The Great ConteD:tion~po 6 
Messages from·. the Editor-po 10 

,Freedom for Prisoners-po 10 
-How Priests Exploit Purgatory-po 14 

I .... 

ij£bt~n5ptl.itntss ' 
. ~~.' 

'~nttstant J\bnlttatt 
Aatltori.ed as Second Class Mail. Posl Ollic! ,Departmenl. Ollawa 

Vol. 31, No. 49 '130 Gerrard'St. E., TORON,TO, MARCH 26, 1953 Whole Number 1609 

~ 

When Jesus Sat, Over Against the Tre'~sury 
A ~on by the Pastor, Dr. T. To Shields 

Preached in J·arvis Street Baptist Church,' Toronto, Sunday Morning, :pecemQer 10th, 1950 .. 
(Electrically Recorded) 

"And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast money 
into the treasury: and many that were rich cast in much. ' 

"And there came a certain poor widow, and she ,threw in two mites. which make a 
farthing. _ 

"And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, 
That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast into the 
~~ry: , - -. 

'~For all they did' cast in of their 8ibundanc~i but she of het ·want did cast in an 
, . that she had, even all her living."-Mark 12:41-44. , , 

Prayer Before'the Sermon ,tinguished.Canadian&," if you please, who were ip London 
O· Lord, again 'Ve open with reverence Thy holy Book. at the time. So I received a formal invitation from the 

Every 'word in it is there 'because Thou didst inspire men .to Canadian authorities in London; to attend the' ·service in 
write it. We pray that we may come with reverance to the St. Paul's Ca~,edral. They told me how I ·was to dr::. .. .a. study of Thy word this morning. May it sJleak to our hearts, ...... 
and bring blessing to everyone, for Thy Name's sake. Amen. with all the particulars. Traffic was stopped along the 

I Strand, and down Fleet St. to ,St. Paul's~Cathedral; SO I 

I· N THE days of His flesh, ·w:Qen the Lord JesUIS was took a taxi from my_hotel, and when we got to the place 
here among men 'He was frequently found in the place where the traffic had been stopped a policeman held up 

of pqblic worship .. "As bois cu-stom was," we .read, "'he his 'hand, and the taxi-man s1ppped. 'He asked for .. my 
went into the synagogue on the sabbath day." He went credep.tialos, and, I showed him' the Royal warrant, for 
into ,the synagogue where the Word 'was taught, and He attending. the .. service" at St. Paul's 'Cathedral. He saluted, " .. 
went into the Temple, and the treasury was in the Tem- ·and passed me on. From' that forward I drove 
pIe. And on thi& qccasion "Jesus sat over against the through these assem·bled crowds to St. Paul's Cathedral 
treasury," and He watched, He beheld the kind of service without interference. The ushers were important people 

. which the people rendered to ·God. . '-t remember I was showed to my seat by a Major Gen-
The Lord Jesus Is Always With Us eral of the British army" and I was seated among the 

The Lord Jesus is always 'with us, and wherever two ambassadors of 'the·Great Powers, certainly not more 
or tb·ree are 'gathered in His name He i-s always.in the than fifteen feet from the chair, that was waiting for. 
midst. If you could see Him walk down these ai'sles and His Majesty aI.1d those accompanying him, that was, of 
take His place \SOmewhere in this 'assembly, how' attentive course, King George V. PeOple had gathered albout the 
we should all be! 'EverybOdy's attention would be riveted church' from 'midniglht the night before, and had been 
upon' the Lord-Jesus. waiting aU'night in the hope of getting into the Cathe-

. dral, and those who could not get in, in, the hope of seeing 
When the King Came In ' His Majesty as he dro;ve in state. And so we sat there 

I remember, years ago, during the ftr-st anniversary , in the ,Cathedral-we -were there for some time of course 
of the outbreak of the first World war, in Augu'st, 1915, before the time for the service, and then suddenly.a great 
I went to St. P4ul's CatheQral. That w~' before I had hush fell upon th'8t vast multitUde of people, and we 
lost my reputation, 'and I was reckoned among "the dis- heard outside the cheers of hundreds of tho.usands of 
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people as the King approached. Presently, as 'he entered 
the .cathedral, everybody of· course stood, and the King 
walked down the a'isle and stepped into his place, with 

, his mother, Queen Alexandra, and Queen Mary. He s'at 
between the two of them. It was a .great service, b,ut 
wlhat I wanted to remind you of was that everybody was 
interested in the presence of the King, 'and .when he 
entered everybody l-o'se in reco·gnition of His Majesty's 
pre-eminence in that assembiy. . 

. A Greater King Is Always Present 
. Wherever the peo'ple of the Lord meet, a greater King 

than even King George V. comes to His people. When 
. Handel's Messiah was first rendered, when the ·great 

choir broke into the Hallelujah Chorus the people stood' 
instinctively. It was the first time, and from that foz:­
ward it has been the practice always when the Halleluj'ah 
Chorus is sung for the congregation to rise. It was 
performed one time in the Royal Albert Hall in London, 
and Her Majesty, Queen Victoria, was present in the . 
Royal Box. Whep the choir began to sing the lfalleluj'ah 
Chorus of course -the whole congregation rose, and all 
eyes were. turned to,ward the Royal Box.' But Queen V1c­
toria did not l'ise; 'sIhe kept het: 'seat, until pres.entlY, the 
choir reached that part of the Chorus which you all know 
-"King of. Kings, and Lord: of Lords," and when they 
burst into that Her M1ajesty arose and bowed· her head, 
in recognition of the fact that there was present a' 
greater Sovereign than she. 

If we could always remember that when we come to 
the Lord"s ·house, how reverent and how attentive· we 
should\ be. "J esus sat over against the treasury;" He 
,observed ·how people served the Lord. Now He knows 
whether you are listening or not. I think if you could 
see the Lord Jesus even the little children would be quite 
silent. But He knows whether you are playing attention; 

. He is here to watch. He was· present in the cla·sses this 
morning, 'and He knows how you attended to the teaching 
of the lesson. He knows too wha't preparation the teacher 
had made for the' teaching of the lesson; He knows just 
the quality of service that was rendered, and: He is here 
now to see how we serve Hhn. He "sat.over against the 
treasury." . 

Christ Observed What People Gave 
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P.eople Have Varying ralents 
Arid then there is more than youth. Some people have 

talents,' 80me people have more talents/than others. ··For 
in~tance there are some people who can sing, and there 
are some people who only think'they can ISing. But ther.e 
are some people Who can really sing. Well, if we can 
si:ng I 'am sure the Lord Jesus lov:es tO,hear us sing. If 
we are able to give that talent to Him, ·then let us give 
it. For inBiance He cozhes here of a Sunday morning 
and of' a Sunday evening, and He' sees arid hears 'Some of 
you ,sitting back in the seat, and: He knoW'S you ought 
to be In the choir. You could sing if you would, but 
you will not exert yourselves enough to go out to practise, 
and- so you withhold that 'service, and that gift which 
God has g-iven you, the ·gift of song, when you ought to 
be giving -it to the Lord·. When we do thus give of our 
a:bundance to Him I am sure that He notices' it. He be-

. neld how the people served Him. Shall· we not say to 
Him this morning: 

I Particularly He noted the gifts which the people 
brought, and among the pepple there were some quite 
rich people, and they brought large gifts, and. of their 
albundance cast in un'to the offerings of God·. Now thE' 
Lord Jesus did not tell them that they were giving too 
mu~h; you could not give too much to Him, no matter 
how milch you should give. It would 'be impossible to ~ 
give too large a 'gift to the LQrd of Glory. ISO it is well 
if we ,have ability to give to the 'service of the Lord, that 
we should give, and give large gi~ts. 

Many Have Abundance 
Now what can we give? Well, there ate some people 

who are rich in this respect-they have youth on their 
side, and many years which they could give to the service 
of the Lord. And what ·a.blessing it is to·see young men 
and young women, of their abundance, their blioyant 
spirit, their physical energy, their affection, 'all there is 
of ,them-rich in youth, with all that that means-when­
you see young men and women ancr boys an,d g·irls,· of 
their abundance giving themselves' without stint to the 
service of the Lord-I 'am sure the Lord. Jesus loves to 
see that: 

"Take my voice and let me sing 
Always, only, for my King; 
Take my lips and let them be 
Filled' with messages for Thee." 

Then there are people who have other talents than ·that. 
We are not all alike. You 'boys and' girls know that. 
Some are' able to learn 'a little more readily th·an others; 
some. get first class honours, and some· get down to the 
bottom of the class. I . heard of' one little girl who told 
her mother that s'he was always near t'he top of her 
class; there were .never more than "two ahead' of her. 

. "W~ll," ·her mother said, "how many are there in your 
class?" She s'aid, "Just three." 'Some of you have good 
memories. It is very easy for you to read, and to re­
member what you read. Well, if you have, devote your 
memo1'1/ to the service of the Lord; give Him that -talent. 
Study ;and remember His holy Word,- 'store your mind. 
and in giving your service to the Lord you will find a 
reward in that which you treasure in your memory. Our 
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memories are a treasury, and the Lord sits over agaiJist 
the treasury to see what we put into it. What do you 
put into your memory?! What '(10 you·-try to :remember? 
Do you, try to rememiber the gooo. things, or just the 
tihings that are not worth remembering10 Whatever YOU'1" 
talent may be, give it to the Lord·. If you are rioh in 
all these things,·give the very best you can, 'and .of your 
abu,ndance cast intQ the offerings of the Lord. 

Everyone Should Serve 'Acco~ding to His' Ability 
Of coprse if you happtm .to be rich in this world's goods, 

- the ·lesson applie.s there too. We ought to give not little 
gifts to the Lord if we can give big ones. Let us give 
the best we can, be it little or much. These rich people 
gave of 'tiheir abundance, but .there 111M one poor widow. 
Now you see the Lord knew all about he.r circumstances: 
He knew I am sure where 'she lived, 'and He ·knew what 
a h'ard time she had to get 01'1 in life. He knew that 
she hadn't much money, like these rich people, she had 
only a very little, 'and as- she came to the treasury She cast 
in two mites. I am gla'd it is said "two mites," because 
you see if she ;had had .only one, and -she had· given one, we 
mighthav.e said, "She had to give one or nothing; she 
couldn't have given less thim one." But this woman had· 

-two mites, and she gave them botih, 'and ehe kept nothing 
back. She cast in all her living: She ·must have been a 
woman of great faith I" think. Some people who knew 
her circu'mstances mi-ght 'have seen her, and they might 
have said, "·Don"t y,& think you are very foolish, W'hen 
you are so poor and so hard U'P, to 'Cast in aU you have, 
your two mites? You ,might, at least, 'have kept one !back. 
You would have been justified in giving half that you 
h'ad, wouldn't you? You would have had a very good 
excuse for keeping one back." I think she vvould have 
said, "That would not have expressed my devotion; I 'had 
to ·give all I 'had, I . couldn't give 'any less to the Lord than 
every.thing I had." "Bu.t now you have given Him every­
thing what are you going to live on, how are you going 
to get on ?" I th,ink she wO,uld have said, "W.ell the Lord 
will look after that; He knows whether I have put mm 

, ,first, and have given Him all that I have. He knows 
what I have done." ~ 

That is exactly what the Lord Jesus 'Said: "Seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness;" put Me 

. first, put the interests of 'My kingdom first,· put righteous­
ness first; and these oUler things, that may be necessary, 
will be given to you, because the Lord knoweth ·that you 
have "Ileed of these things before you ask Him. You do 
not even have to 'ask for those things; 'Put the Kingdom 
of qod and, His ·interests first.'~ 

I. 
~ We MuSt Not Withheld Our Mites 

giving of our substance, but that is only a small part of 
it. There are other people who say, "If I were talented 
like some people, if I could sling like Mr. So-and'-'so, or 
Miss So-and-so, I would do it, but I haven't as good a 
voice as she has, or he has. and so I won't sing at all." 
But if you cannot 'sing, ntake a joyful noise unt.o the 
Lord, but give Him what you have, do the best you can. 

A Man Who 'Taught Othen to Sing 
I knew a man, I know -him now-He lives in the United 

States, and is a teacher of music. I 'heard a quartet 
sing under his direction, and I do not think I had eve~ 
heard 'anything better. ' It was superb. sublime. He could 
teach other people how to sing. He was a very conlt­
crated man, and so he gave what he h'ad to the Lor4, 
and asked the Lord to make use of it. ·He learned bow 
to teadl other people to u'se their voices. I a'sked hiIQ, 
"Where did you get those four members .of th'at quartet t" 
"Why," he said, "when r got hold of them first each of 
them said, 'It's 'no use, I cannot sing; I haven't a voies.' 
They all said th·at. "How did you like i"t 1" I said. 'JI 
do not think I ever heard ally"thingbetter." "Well," h. 
s·aid, "they were all very modest about it and said, -We 
cannot sing,' but I told them that if they ·w.ould put 
themselves under my d,irection I thought I could develop 
their voices, and, you ... 'heard the result this morning." 

That was the principle of the widow and her two 
mites. Both the teacher and the members of that quartet 
d·id the best he or she could for the Lord, and· the Lord 
blessed it. That is what we must do. Perhaps you say. 
"I cannot do much, I do not think I could teach 'a claa.; 
I do not know what I could do.". 

- . 
A Quiet W.oman Who Knew How to Pray 

Let me tell you a ·story: ,There was a woman in my 
con·gregation in ·London, an elderly woman, and I never 

That of cou.rse 'applies too ·to whatever little we have, 
and I think the fault -with some of us is that if we cannot 
do a. big thing we fail to do anything at aU. But that is 
wrong. If we cannot do much, let us do tittle, whatever 
the kind of service may be. You remember in the parable 
.of the talents it was the man who, only one talent that 
hid it in the earth ·and made no use of it, and it is very· 
often the one-talented· . people, the people who haven't 
very much to give-who do not ·give, because they say; 
"It is so little, if I gave it it woqldn't do any good" and , 
if I withhold it, it will not be mi\5sed·." That isn't the 
point. God doesn't need your gifts; He doesn't need 
mine; He doesn't need·anybody's gifts-He is Sovereignly 
independent_ But He permits· us to ehow· our love· for 
Him by engaging in· ·some form of service. It may be 

, heard her open her lips in public. She wa's one of the 
quiet, silent kind. :One time I ;hetd some ~ci'al evan­
gelistic services, 'and one Thursd·ay night there wer~ two 
women, sisters. who .professed conversion. After. they 
had received ·Christ, '"nd said they had the assurance of 
salvation one of them said to me, "You have ·a woman 
here that I would like to meet; she certainly knows how 
to pray." I s·aid, "I tJhin:k we have a number, but to 
whom do you refer?" She said, "I do not kpow. I think 
perha'Ps I could recognize her if. I saw 'her! b~t," she 
said, "we were here, both_of .us, Tuesday ev~mg, and. 
we were not interested at all, we just came. Thl'S eld·erly 
lady was sitting beside us, and when the service was 
over she turned to us and s·aid, (these were young women, 
hoth malT-jed women, ·but young women) 'My dears,arp 
you ,Christians?' " She said, "We smiled, and said, '~o, 
we are not IChristians.' She said, 'I am sorry. ,I am gomg 
to tell the 1;,.ord about Y01:1, and ask Him not to allow 
you to close your eyes in ·sleep· until you have received 
Ohrist.''' They s·aid, "We thought that was a .strlll!ge· 
sort of greeting. We were not in the habit of attendmr 
your church, and' we rather lauglIed at the idea." They 
lived together-One wa·s a widow-and all night long th'at 
rang in their ears-"I am going to talk to the Lord about 
you, ·and ask Him to keep you awake un:tiI you receive 
Him." She said, "Neither of us closed our eyes all Tues­
day night. We felt rather wretched on Wed.nesd'ay, and 
decided we would not go to the meeting th.t night. W~' 
wer.e awake all last night, so we will go to b.ed ~D,il 
have a good sleep. 'So we went to bed, but we. didn't 
sleep." She -said,; "Literally, we haven't closed Qur ~re5 
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since we were here Tuesday night." I said, "I think. I 
.. know who that woman is." I looked her up -and broug-ht 

her over to them. . . 

She Prayed For "a Coinm:ercial Tr;velle~ \ 

"Let me show you something." They hadn't seen it, ·but 
He had; 'so now He s'aid, "Of a truth 1- say unto you, that 
this poor 'widow hath cast in more than they aH: For· all 
these -have of their abundanct1 cast in urito the offerings 
of God ; but she of hb penury hath cast in all the living 
that she had.". I' am -sure that first of all that woman 
had given herseIf'to the Lord. Do not let us run .awaY· 
\Vith the idea that the Lord is '8. beggar and I).eeds our 
mopey. The silver 'and the gold are His. . . 

, WeH, that woman could not do much, but she could. 
pray, and she did pray. There was, a commercial traveller 
who used to come, with his wife, to church. His wife. 
was a Christian, 'hut he was not. They ~d little children 
and sometimes his wife .stayed at home on Sunday even-
ings with the children, and he would be there alone. The -Lord Does Not Need Our Money 
When he went home his way was right past the ,house in _ I am almost angered when I read of the trieks so~e . 
which this praying woman lived, and so. they· used to ehurclles resOrt to to 'raise money for the Lord's work, 
'walk up together, and as I learned afterwards, ·she said as though. the Lord needed money. The Lord· doesn't. 
to him one ni~ht, calling h.im 'by his first n'ame, "-~ow need mon~y. He u-ses it when we give it to .Him, it is 
long are you going to -reject Jesus :Christ 1" . He told me' our privUege to h~ve fellowship with Him, but we must 
afterwards that he treated it ''lightly, 'but she said., "I am not ·suppose that He is dependent on ils. Paul propounded 
going to take it to the Lord, and ask Him to deal with a divine principle when he said, "We seek not yours, but· 
you: and. not to let yol,l' have any rest until you receive you." I h!love. known rich people in churches who seemed 
Christ." I think it may have been the next Sund'ay, I to think that they were very important. I 'knew of a' 
am not quite sure of the date,' when one of my men, a man some years 'ago--'he didn't ,belong to this church, but 
devoted personal worker, and a· bu.siness man who em- he 'b~longed ~ another church out of the' city, and h~ 
pfuyed a large number of people, called me abbut eleven -came in to live in the, c~ty. He was a man who made a 
o'clO<!k. He said, "I have just been walking llP and' great deal of money, and was very '~~ergetic.in the Lord's 
down with So-and-so," 'naming this commereial traveller. . work for ,a while. He gave th'e church a pian()---'at least 
He said, "He is not far from the Kingdom. I have just he put it in, and they·thought he had given· it; he gave' 
left him at his house' now; what'do you ·think I ought freely of his money. Then he got a little out of sorts 
to q01" "I said, "I don't know. You had 'better 'talk to .with the minister, and. at a business meeting he sat with 
the Lord" about it, and tipd out what He wan~ you to. -a little pocket ch~k book in his hands. He had his legs 
do, and if He wants you to g'O back and see hi·m, go if crossed, and he sat flourishing this 'check book on his 
He tells you to." I said, "If I can be of service, remem- knee, as much 'as to say, "Now be ~eful, you know what 
ber I never retire early any nigh~ but especially 'Sunday . this is." He tried! to threaten me with this cheek book. 
night. I shall be up if' you want to see me." Something When he came to Toronto 'he came to this,church. Some 
past midnight my doorbell rang, and I o~ned it, .and people sa.id, ""~ow go and see 'So-and-so." I remember 
there stood these two men, this business man and the Mr. Fraser was here at the time, and they told liim. He. 
commercial traveller. I inviteCi th.em in~,and I said to came to me,' and I said; "Do not go near him." I s'aid, 
the traveller, '"-Now Mr. 'So-and-so, you' do' not make caJls' "The man doesn't live who can sh'ake his check book in 
on customers after midnight usually do you 1" He said, my face. Tell. that man with my compliments if you 
"No, I do not." I -said, '''I rather .suspect' that you ca.me like, that for the sake ~f the truth I have had to quarrel. 
.here on business, didln't you 1." He'said, "I -did." l ·said, with millions. 'The w·rd doesn't need his check book. If 
"Suppose the three of us kneel down here then and attend he wants to come fQrward -and join this church like "any­
to that busines·s." 'So we did; and the man was conver~d" body else, he -may come." Oh, how foolish it is to su·ppose 
and it was then he told -me about· thi's woman who had that the Lord of Glory, Who owns everything, needs the 
said. that she wou'ld not cease to pray for him, that the little thing that we could' do·, or the little bit that we 
Lord might rob him of his' rest and his sleep until he can give.' He can work miracles' if 'He 'wants, to. I _tell ' 
received Christ. you that when anyone 'of us ever thinks we are-important 

, If We Cannot Do Much ut Us Do What We Can,..-
It may ·be that we cannot do a great thing, but if we 

caimot do 'a great thing let,.us do a little thing, let us 
do wh'at we.can. If we have only two mites,.let the Lord 
have 'both of them; if we have only a very smaU talent, 
devOte that to His service; ·if we 'cannot engage in. His 
service publicly,. then let us -pray privately, and ihave 
some ·part in His work; And' remember, JIe is watching, 
watching every one of you to see what you do in this 
service this mo:rning, whether you make 'any contribution 
to it or not, 'by a worshipful -spirtit,by a prayerful spirit. 
He sits over against ilie treasury, and He is rea.dy ·to re:. . 
ceive our gifts, our devotion, whatever we have. 

and are needed by, the Lord, ·we 'a-re just mistaken, that 
· is all. No, no. The proper place for us' all is, like this 
· poor widow-"I haven't got much, but such as. I have, 
give I Thee. -Only two mites, but here, it IS, everything. 

· that I have, 'and I will" trust the Lord to loolr after the . 
rest." 'Try to ·sing, try to teach, try to, speak-do the. 
best you can, invest what God has given you in H~s 
service .. 

. Only One Person in the Church Whom W~ Should 
. Endea;vour to Please 
After all,' d-ear friends, there is only. one Person that 

you and I need, to- please. 'Dhere is Somebody in this 
church' that I frankly say I try to keep my eye on, the 
eye' of -my soul. I want to please Him, 'and if pleasing. 

I .. Him I can please you too, I s-hall be happy, but if plea$oing 
The LOrd Called His Disciples' Attention to the Wido;W , Hjm I fail to please. you, I' shall not be too much 

He noticed this widow putting in the tWo mites. And pertu·rbed. . 
then it IS interest!ng to -me to observe that He called .1Iis I remember one 'Sunday, in the b'eginning of out con-
'di~iples un~o Him. His dis~iples did no't notice it; they troversy for the truth, there was a certain man, who 
we~e not as observant as theIr Master. Tihey were there, , was a rieb. -man. I ·got home ·to lunch and he called! -me 
and He ca1led them 'unto H.im, as though tHe· would· 'say,' up"--'''Well Pastor," he' sal.d, "I thought I would like to 
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tell 'YOU that I did not like your sermon this morning." Ms life a ransom (instead of) many." That is w'hat He 
.I said, "I did not expect you would. It was not preached came for. He came to give the last drop of His blood. 
in order that you might like it; it was preached for your 1 think that is why He commended Mary-:"For in that 
instl'uction,."· He sadd, "I have often paid you compli- .. she ,hath poured: this ointment on my body, she did it for 
ments, and I thought it was only ,fair that I Should tell my burial." .~ h8.ve an idea~I am not' going to in!\ist;. 
'you now that I did not like y:our sermon." "Well,".I uMn it-that Mary was the only one who really under­
said,4'when you have hanged me a compliment I have not' stood that ,Jesus was going to die. Somehow or another 
be~n very I?uch. elated about it; I hav~ b,een grateful if 'she had come to und'el"Stand it, and ~he brought her oint­
I were 'able to please you, but the Lord dId not anow me .ment to anoint His bodyaforetime to the burial. Said 
to 'b~ puf!ed up just :because you said ''Well done.' I the Lord Jesus, "Here is somebody ~o is doing just 
wasn t qUIte sure that you were a good judge anyhow, -what I am going to do-give everything.' She hath .done 
and noV!( that you ,censure m~ I promise you that I will what she could. I do not'ask !UlY. more of anybody -than 

.-. not l~se a moment s ,sleep over the matter. I am Som'a- tl).'at he or she should do their best. "She hath done what 
body s 'eIse's servant, sir, not YOU", and you may just ·she could." 
as well know it now as later." It wasn't very long before 

· he left us. I expected him to leave. . A Little Boy's Pt:omise to His Widowed M0t!ter 

One May Be Ensnared By His Affection 
We used to have 'a man here, a lovely man. He was a 

g,reat lawyer, and, we used to walk home from churcb' 
together. I lived on Bedfcrd~ Road and he lived on Queen',s 
Park, where -St. Michael's College is now; 'and on Sun­
days 'my wife would: take the ear, and he' and I would walk 
home. And also 'on Wednes'd'ay nights, for he was alw8:Ys' 
there on Wednesday nights. He was Ii ~an of keen mind, 
and we us_ed to have fine fellowship together. I looked 
forward to my. walks with him, because we could discuss 
anything with profit. When I came to church on 'Sundays, 
I was .80 fond of that -man, and h'ad such respect for his 
judgment, that I found my eyes turning toward him. 

· to see how he was taking it. 'Sometimes he would smile 
his approbation. Then one day the Lord- checked me up, 
and I said, "This will. never 'do." For years thereafter 
I used to come up that 'pass'ageway to the platform, and 
I used to stop on the steps there to pray,and, ask the 
Lord to help me keep my eyes' off that man. I found 
-he was becoming a snare to me; I found -myself wanting . 
to please him, ,and, after I discerned that i preached to 
the other sid:e of the church 'a good deal of th'e time, so I 
couldn't see him. The Apostle Paul said, "For if I yet 
pleased men, I 'should not be -the servant- of Christ." 
There is Someone else in the church to, be pleSlse'd, for 
you to please. Do not try to please me, please Him, and 
if, 'VOI,l please Him, and you do not ·please the pastor, it 
will be because thel"e is somethin~ wrong with the pastor_ 
I must try to plea!se Him. 'and if f please Him and' I do 
not plel;l.se you; there will be something wrong with you. 
But if we please Him we shall be most likely to please 
spirituallY minded peopl~, because if we are 'all seeking 
to please Him, then we shall all be happy togtethl;!r in the 
fellowship of the Gospel. 

Now that is what I ask you to remember-that the 
Lord .i,s always present. and: that He isalwavs observin~, 
an(} He is forming His own judgments. H~ knows the 
value of what 'service. you _ render, and what, service I 
may renner. Why did He 'appreci'ate what this widow 

_ had done? ICan you tell me? I think He measured, the 
· gift. of conrse, not by what 'she had givlm but by what 
she bad left. or wlutt she hadn't left .. She ~ave every­
J;hing., He said'. "There is 'One who piltS Me firRt: !1he 
h~s cast in Sill her·livinll'." Don't yoU think the Lord of 

,- Iifp. undertook to look 'after her when she had so trusted 
Him? _ _ . 

, The Supre~e Reason 
Aih, ·but there was 'another reason. All the time He 

'knew what He was going to, do. 4'The S'On of man came 
not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give 

My dear frieI;lds. when we give penuriously of our ser- . 
vice. or of our gifts, just a littl~ 'and keep 'som~hing 
back, I think the Lord Jesus must say, "Th;at isn't the 
way I gave to you; that isn't the measure c·f my giving. 
I gave my alI-what are you going to d'O?" One of those 
women, to' whom I referred, that was converted that 
nhrht. was the wife of a locomotive enl!'ineer on the 
Canadi$ln National RaiIwltvs. One late afternoon I hell.rd 
that there h",d been It collision rill'ht in Lonifon. and 'her 
husband had been killed at- the throttle. ;So I went to 
see his widow. this woman who h'ad said', "You have a 
woman here who knows how to pray." But by that time 
sihe knew how to p!.ay too, becauFle she was 'a Chril'tian. 
I went to see her, and sne was sitting in a chair with a 
blank_ look on !hflr f~ce_ I came in. 'and I took ner hand. 
and she said. "Pastor," that was a;II, 'She "'$ld'iJ.'t I'pjod a 
word to anyboifv. s'he was just .stunned. 'She coulif not 
bpUeve it_ I ninn"t know wbat to SIlV. bllt I wal' sitting 
there with her when her little boy, ahout five or six years 
of aile. came in. i 'learned afterwards thpt he h'ad hMn 
acellRtomed to run errands for the neivhbours. -and, lie 
would get five cents or, ten cent,s, and always be wonld 
run away to the store to 'bUy ice, cream or canov. like 
litt.1e bovs wonld_ 'But on this o,~aslon hiB mother WA.S 
sit.ting there in an 'al'm-c'hair, wit1h hf':l' hll.nds uoon t.l1e 
arms. and this little fellow came in. He camp. up'bflBMe 
her, took hfl'l' 'hand SI,nd onened it. anli put five cpnbl jn 
ber band. He said. "'Mlimmy, t'hl'\.t i,s for vou. I wi11ll'ive 
you some more some time." Then the fonnt.SlinB of t.he 
jl'reat d.ppp were broken U'o, and the ,,"roman bUTRt into _ 

. te~l:rs_ 'She put her anns about t.he littlp. mrn ·w'ho 'had 
come fu tJll~ehis father's place. '''It ;R-Rl1 I have Mummy, 
but I will Il'ive you some more some time." . 

When fhllR we come to th'e J,ord, .TpRus. jl'ive'Rhn our 
aU. am'!' tf'll Him' t,hat we 'are to beat His !1ervice for ever­
more'. I am sure He 'anoroves, and vou can h'Slve no ~eA.ter 
re"'~'I'd tlJan to hSive the confldousn'p'ss that the Lord 
of GloJ'V has blflssed your offerinll. whatever ',t mav h~, 
of service_ of mOTI/:~V. or of anythini 'p,lRe: .. an it, t'hp.n He ' 

, hRR sSiid to you, ''Well done, I am well pleased with you 
today." . , 

Even a rlo~ 'barks when his mSl.qter is Rt,t.~cke~.: f\''hOI11d 

not I raise my voice ~en the majesty of God is 
attacked. 

" 
-.TORN CALVIN 

HAVE YOU ANSWERFD THE EDITOR'S_ 
ANNUAL LETTER? 
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THE ··GR·EAT CONTENTION 
Chapter Nineteen'in the History of ~e Battle f~r the Bibie Among, 

, Baptists of Ontario and Quebec . . 
.' )-

By Dr. T. T. Shiel& 

T,he C.hristian Attitude Toward· Amusements 
Preached· in Jarvis Street Church, Toronto, .sunday 'Morning, February 13, 1921 

"And through thy knowledge s'hall thy weak brother perish, !for whom Christ died ?"-1. Corinthians 8:11 . 

. THE, Christian attitude toward am.usements is a sub­
ject of great importance. While belonging, in some 

t'espects, to the category of minor queetions, to the 
"childish things" which we may be expected' to "put 

. away" as we attain to some degree of maturity ·in the 
Chriltian life: yet because, as Chris'tians, we can never 
be unrelated ~ anything which affects in th!O! slightest 
degree the spiritual welfare of the lea'st of God's children, 
we cannot be .either indifferent o~ superior to 'this matter. 

It is a fact, moreover, which even the !post liberally 
. and charitably minded find themselves compelled to 
'acknowledge, that vas~ numbers of professed Christians 

, are now bei~g carried 'away by an ever-growi~g love of 
pleasure, which, like a mighty tide, is sweeping over 'the 
world. ' It cannot be denied that many church members 
go oftener to the theatre than to church, .and pay more 
for their amusements than for .their 'religion; that there 
is reason to feal' that many such are better versed in 
rules "according to Hoyle", than in the principles of the 
gO'S'pel according to Matthew, and Mark, and' LU'ke, and 
John;. and are bolder and more expert in dealing cards 
than in disseminating the Word of God. Some, too, 
there are who are most punctilious in their observance of 
religious' decorum; who would··be offended by a colloquial­
ism from the pulpit, or an inartistic performance by the 

c choir; but who seeono impropriety in the presence of 
professing ·Christians at the' dance. 

Nor is this condition of things peculiar to anyone 
denomination, nor to anyone country. It is a matter of 
general observation that vast multitudes of the professed 
disciples of Christ, by their ·addiction to these and other 
forms of .amusement,' openly' advertise themselves to be 
"lovers 'of pleasure more than lovers of ·God". 

,Candid minds, I think, will acquit me of the chaI:ge 
of exaggeration, when I say that this has had, and" now 
has a deadening 'and almost paralyzing effect upon the' 
life of 'the churches:- The public worship of the sanctu­
ary, the preaching of the gospel, the study of Scripture, 
the exercise of prayer, the spiritual service of the Chris­
tian life, and all the pure spiritual joys flowing there­
from, are esteemed dull and uninteresting. 

And I venture the assertion that this inordinate love 
of sensuous pleasure vitiates no.t only' t;he puplic taste, 
but the taste of. that part of the public which profes·ses 
to be Christian. This has resurted in many deplorable 
reactions upon ·the life and activity of \ the churches. 
St~n4.at:ds _.h~ve been .lowered to suit the popular taste. 
People:.who feed on Charlie IChaplin 'several days a week 
have bui little appetite for anything but Charlie Chaplin 
on Sunday. Standards may not' always, however, be vul-

garized. They may oilly 'be reduced, to fit the diminish­
ing capacities of the people. The man who becomes 

addictEid to the use of stimull;lnts soon loses his appeti'te 
for wholesome food, and what food is forced upon him 
must 'be administered in tabloid form. And it seems to 
be the' policy of "the god of this world" to vitiate the 
~ppetites_ of 'God's children ~or all 'healthy spiritual en­
Joyments, by treating them with stimulants. -

Respecting the particular form of amusement provided 
in the moving picture theatres, it ought frankly to be 
said that, independently of the character. of the pictures, 
the habitue of 'the "movies". is certain to find the habit 
mentally demoralizing. Even now there are many who 
refrain from 'reading certain books, preferring to await 
their production on the screen. Quite apart froin the . 
mor!!l quality of the pictures, tl}.is aspeCt of the influence 
of the- craze for the "movies" spould give educators, and 
all interested in the cultivation of the mind the most . ' serIOUS concern. 
T~e 'great question, however, which -faces us is 'this: 

What is the Ohristian Church to do? What is the truly 
Christian attitude toward these things? If people will 
have ,nothing but pleasure, is the Christian Church to 
provide it? If the multitudes insist upon being enter­
tained, must 'those who serve in ~e church, in the pulpit 
and elsewhere, 'learn the entertainer's art?, If 'young 
people refuse to engage 'in religious exercises designed to 
develop Qoth the mind lind the 'spirit, unless'such exer­
ciSes are diluted with some 'sort of entertaining or 
pleasurable elemen't, ioB it the duty of the church to ac­
commodate her ministry to the popu'lar demand? Or is 
there higher and safer ground which we may take? 

. I. 
LET Us EXAMINE'THE PRI~CIPLE OF THE TEXT for our 

answer. 
It appears to have been common' in pagan Corinth, as 

in other places, to offer for sale in the market places, 
meat which was the residue of s'acrifices which had been 
offered to idols in heathen temples. Some of the Corin-. 
thian believers seem to 'have made a . practice of using 
.such . mea:t for food. They argued that as an idol was 
nothing in the worl~, meat which had ·been presented, to 
the idol in worship was neither the better nor the worse 
for having been so used. Therefore they saw no reason 
why-they, as Christians, should not eat it. . 

But there were others who viewed the matter differ­
ently. Lackin;g 'the clear intelligence of their niore 'en­
lightened brethren, they appear to have felt that, since 
the meat had 'been used in idol-wor~~ip, the eating of 

{ 
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it would involve some recognition of the idol. Therefore one or the other of the tables of the law as comprehending 
when they saw their fellow-Christians eating such meat, our whole moral obligation, as the inclination of tlle . 
notwithstanding their unenlightened consciences felt the moment suits us. One day we are sure that if our con-' . 
practice involved a recognition of the idol, they claimed sciences be at peace with God, nothing else matters. The 
the liberty their feHow-Christians exercised, and in the next day we are equally certain that so long a.s we busy 
doing of it were caused to stumble. ourselves wit'h some particular 'bit of human service -

It is probable that this matter had been submitted to usually something we rather like to do - it really does 
the Apostle Paul for jul;lg'ment,as the first verse of this not matter whether we pray or otherwise recognize God 
chaPter seems to imply-"Now as touching things offered or not .. 
unto idols" - and ihis chapter is 'his answer. Many a·The underlying principle of Paul's teaching, however, 
pastor in our day is asked similar questions by members is this,. that tlle gospel provides a way whereby "the 
of his flock, who' are sincerely desirous of knowing and righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 
doing the will of God in aU things. . walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit"; and that' 

'The apostle begins by teIling them that they are right the principles of the 'gospel applied to life and conduct 
in the assumption that "an idol is nothing in the world," • will rela·te ·the believer in self-denying service to both 
imd that, therefore, meat is unaffected by the fact that God and his lleighbour. . 
it has been used in sacrifice. He tells them that in the But now, to return to the specific matter more imme­
eating of sucl1 meat in itself there is no wrong. He lays diately before us. I have said the Corinthians are here 
down the principle' that there :'is a spiritual knowledge reminded' of their further obligation to their neighbour: 
which affords liberty: "As concerning therefore the eat- "Howbeit there is not in every man that knowledge." 
ing of those things that are offered in sacrifice unto idols, "But,'~ someone will object, "am I to be brought into 
we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that bondage to ap.other man's ignorance?' Because he is so 
there is none other God but one. For-though there ·be ignorantly superstitious as stupidly to suppose·tr~ the 
that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth (as idol pollutes: the meat, or that the idol and the sacrifice 
there be gods many, and lords many), but tc.> us there is are inseparable, am 'I therefore to be deprived of the 
but one God, the Father, of whom are all thing·s, and liberty whic.h my clearer knowledge gives me?" So' 
we in him; and one Lord Je~us 'Christ, by whom are all secure did 'they feel themselves to be in their spiritual 
things, and we ·by him." That is to say, when a man knowledge, that they felt they could actually ",sit at meat 
knows 'God as He.is revealed in Jesus IChrist, he knows in the idols' temple" without violating the.ir own con­
there is no other god; and that God is a 'Spirit Who sciences,." knowing the idol to be nothing, 'and God to 'be 
requires of .His creatures a spiritual service; and tllat, all in all. 
therefore, we are not to judge ourselves nor others by 'But pur apQstle lays down a further principle, that 
outward. forms, by the mere externals of life, such as while there is a li~ertyin knowledge, there is a still 
I;lating 'and drinking. On the contrary, we know ·that it larger liberty .in love. "But meat commendeth us not to 
is spirit, and motive, and intention with which God is God: for neither, if we eat, a;re we the better; neitller, 
concerned. 9'r,as the same apostle says elsewhere (Rom. if we eat no~, .are we the worse" - which means that, 
14: 17) :' "The kingdom of ·God is not meat ana drink, but knowing our relationship to God is not affected by such 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." matters, we may do as we like. Thus the truth of God 

The argument, therefore, is that knowing an idol to makes us free. "But take heed lest by any means this 
be nothing in the world, so far as the 'act itself was con- liberty of yours becomes a stumbling block to them that 
cerned, and by itself considered, a Cp.ristian, knowing are weak." . . 
this; might eat meat which had been used in idol-worship "But why should I allow the absurd prejudices of my 
without offence either to ·God· or to his own conscience. ignorant brother to deprive me of legitimate enjoyment?" 

On the other hand, the Corinthians are reminded there Because, my friend~ you may cause your weaker brother 
'are' some who' .lack the spiritual discernment to perceive to stumble if rou insist on the exercise of your liberty. 
that the nothingness of the idol leaves the sacrifice un- "'But why- should I be held responsible for his stumbling? 
polluted: "Howbeit there is not in every man th~t knowl- If I may legitimately do without il).jury to mY08elf, that 
edge:. for some with conscience of the idol unto this 'hour which, to .him, beco~es an occasion of stumbling only and 
eat it as a thing offered unto an idol; and their con- . wholl~ because of his ignorance, why s.hould not 'his 
science being wea.k is defiled.': . stumbling be charged to his ignor~n~, and I be left to 

And herein another principle is ep.unciated to this the enjoyment of my Christian liberty? 'Is there any 
effect: that while the believ·er's relationship to God is sou~d reason why my freedom should he restricted, why 
unaffected by his eating or refraining, and his' own con- I should be required continually to deny myself for fe'ar 
science, therefore, is ·also undefiled thereby, there is still of offending the ignorant, old-fashioned, and super-
another relationship to be considerea, and that- is, the stitious?'" \ 
believer's relationship to his neighbour. In effect, you really ask, Why should I care if the 

And here let me pause to interject a more general ob- ignorant and weak stumble? 
servation :in respect to its own desires, the human mind There is a reason why you should care, and why you' 
is marvellously resourceful in discriminate judgments. should deny yourself for ·the sake of the most benighted 
When it suits us, sin and righteousness are defined in 'hu~an being. Hear the tremendous answer! He is a 
term's of our human relationships, and men go so far as' soul "for whom Christ died"! This man Paul has' but 
to measure a man'\'! fitness for the presence of God by one answer for every question: it is always the. Cross! 
the service he appears to have rendered to his fellows. Everything is referred to the Cros·s. He sees everything 
But how .swiftly we can swing td .the other extreme: "As and everybody through the medium of the 'Cross. He 
long as I have a clear conscience toward God, whcse 'busi- measures and values everybody by the .. Cross. Nor is 
nee is it what I eat or drink, or where I find my pleas- this a solitary note in. his teaching.' He wrote the same 
ures or my recreations 1" Thus we choose to magnify the - to the Romans: "Destroy not him with thy meat for 

/ 
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whom Christ died." Thus he measures and iValues all that tially evil. \ Personally I know nothing of cards,. but I 
is in this world and cries: '''God forbid that I should 'suppose there is something peculiariy fascinating about 
glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the various games they are used to pl'ay. It ·is not diffi­
the 'world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world." cult for me to imagine a 'game of cards to be a very 
And that is no more than our Lord Himself said: "If pleasant div~rsion, nor indeed to believe that sudh a 
anY·,man will coine after me, let Mm deny himself, .and game may ,be mentally refreshing .. I am not now speak­
take up his cross, and follow me. Whosoever will save ing·of the use of cards for gambling purposes. No one 
his life shall lose it; and whosoever will lose his life for questions that cards are ·frequentlyput ttl evil uses; that 
my sake shall find it." e~n in private drawing-rooms J.nen and women have been 

Thus our text, and tile gospel generally, puts love be- inspired by a simple; friendly game with a pas'sion for 
fore knowledge as the guiding principle of life, and as ~ambling which has led to their ruin, and even to suicide. 
the foundation of ·the largest liberty. Knowle'dge afforded .No one whose knowled'ge is at all extensive will deny th'at 
~iberty conscientiouslY to eat meat: love gave liberty to· cards have ·been the 'latchkey to the penitentiary for 
refrain :l1rom eating for the sake of the interests of a • many - to let them in, however, not to iet them out. I 
soul for whom Christ died. . say it is not to be wondered at that so many should look 

II. 
upon a pack of ca~ds as having been printed in hell; in 
view of the terrible havoc they h'av.e wrought. 

LET Us 'CONSIDER SOME MODERN ILLUSTRATIONS OF .' But it must surely be assumed that no true disciple of 
THIS PRINCIPLE. . Christ would permit himself to have part· in a game iIi 

There are certain forms of amusement which are only which any of, these things, 'could find a place. He wou~d 
evil. 'There are plays whidh cannot be defended before play cards only in such a way as there could be "no 'harm'" 
the bar of 'an enlightened conscience; there a"re uses of in it. , . 
playiyg, cards which lead' j,nevitably to ru,in; there, are But what shall we say of the dance? I confess to· 
kinds of dance~ .which are flagran.tIy immoral, and 'which having had no personal·e~erience. There are those who 
no reputable person' will attempt, to justify. . To' these . insist that the modern dance in any ·and all i:ts forms is 
propositions no one ·.in this a~dience will object.. But always and only evil.- I ·have no doubt it is often so. 
with these things we have nothing to' do in our. present· Indeed. I feel sure that certain dances can work onJy evil 
discussion. Every tru~ Christian will instantly, and in- "to those who engage in them. But I have no time to-day 
!ltinctively, recognize thaUhe thing which is evil in itself to discuss that aspect of the question. I would take 

. !lliould have no place in .the Christian life. Participation ground, for' the sake of argument at least, that many 
in such· amusements as I have' just named, I feel sure .censors of the. dance who are better informed and more 
every one h~re' this ·morning will readily acknqwledge, experienced than I, would not ta'ke, I would assume that 
would be as unworthy of a professed 'Christian as lying 'there' may 'be perfectly innQcent and .harmless dances. 
or stealing. - For'I am compelled to as'sume that no Christian would 

The case before U8 is that of a 'matter which is not evil deliberately and persistently participate in any sort of 
in itself, but which 80meuninstructed people, here called . dance associated with the propability of evil. I assume, 
"weak", think to be evil. It is with the 'Christian aUi- therefore, (I say again, for the sake of argument, for the 
tude toward these we are now concerne1. ~. . /. testimony' of the more experienced' makes me cautious), . 

For the sake of argument let us assume that the that under right auspices some pure-minded people 
theatreJs an' institution of great educatiorial possibilities. may dance without injury to themselves. 
Lest I be misunderstoo'd, I give i,t as my personal con- Thus. I have assumed that it is Only with ·the good play, 
viction that the theatre, as an institution, is immoral; the innocent card game, the harmless dance - if such 
that its inflpence, on the whole, is not good but evi'l. But there "may be-that the Christian :/dill have anything to 
I speak of the theatre in this way as 'an institution. I do. 
"shall not argue th~ point here, for that is beside my pur- 'Can YOll, . however, be sure that others·.will be equally 

- pose tMs morning. 'There may be exceptions, ·and I am,' discriminating 11 It is admitted that these things are not 
willing ,to assume the exception, to assume that there always good, but sometimes decidedly evil., What if 

. may be individua:I .theatres whose management keeps their othe;rs' "·fail to exer~ise your carefully discrimina~ing 
Irtage clean and pure and wholesome: And this involves' Judgment? Perhaps someone will say that their failure 
the furtheras·sumpti~n that there may be good' plays. to do ·so is their own responsibility. -Beyond question, to 
Doubtless many are not good; but we will as'sume· that great multitudes,- the theatre is the theatre, the dance is 
some are, and that' their teaching is morally sound; ·and· the' 4ance, and cards are cards. They do-not discrimin- . 
their influence morally \lplifting - or at le~st not de-, ate,and they will not. 'Some ~aH for want of capaf!ity 
grading. !' , to discern between the good and the bad, and, some from 

We may assume further that the conscientious Chris- want ot incli'nation. "~ut that," 'I nave heard even pro­
tian - and'who can be a ,Christian ·without being ~n- feased 'Christians say,:"is their concern and not mine." 
scientious ?-wiIl exerci·se the utmost discrimination, -and" But remember, tI"e tea:t lq,ys down a principle for the 
will go only to the best theatres, and the best plays, in government of the relationship of a person .of a 'very Mgh 
which there can 'be· nothing that is in any ·degree . degree of religious intelligence to. one who is densely, 
,harmful. . . Jgnorant and superstitious. You must draw the picture 

, ... And we may make the ~ame assumption respecting the for yourself. .:At one ~nd of the 'scale' you have a re-
. playing of cards. Surely no one will insist .that there li'giously enlightened mind, plus' education, culture, 're-
Jis any evil in the cards themselves ;'. they are neither moral finement, wealth; all these cp-operating to discern be­
nor immoral: but unmoral. That, to the discerning,' is tween the precious 'and the vile. At the other end you 
self-evident. But I am aware of the strong prejudice 'have one steeped in prejudice, restricted in capacity, 
c(;mceived by many against the cards themselves, as . wea~ in .character, and' s'heep ... like· in his imitative pro­
though the pieces of pasteboard so marked were ess~n~. p~nsities. Between these two extremes there may' be 
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many varying degrees of intelligence Oli. the one hand 
or ignorance on the. other. But.I take the extremes. 
What principle can pos'sibly J:)ridge that gulf or. span that 
difference of spiritual enlightenment and moral vigor? 
Only the principle of the Cross! And tliat is the principle 
by which all truly Christian conduct is determined, and 
o.n which all 'Christian character is founded: '~For whom 
Christ died"! 

Let me take the highest possible 'ground. . I anticipate· 
your argument as to your taste for literature and the 
drama, your love of music arid the aesthetic, your passion 
for cultivated society and mental recreation, and your 
superiority to the degrading influences 'to which the less 
favored are subject. I will take your argument at· par­
"Howbeit .there is not· in every .man that knowledge"! 
Do you heaz: it? ."Howbeit there is not in every man 
that knowledge." Let me thunder it in your ears.: "How­
beit there is not· in every man that knowledge"! What 
then 1. "Through th.U knowledge shall thy weak brother 
perish for .whom Christ died?" .oh, my brother, do you' 
care? Do you care for the solil for 'whom Christ died? 
What ~ Does this question of amusements affect the 
Qusiness 'of soul-saving? Yes, it. does. Most emphati-· 
cally it does! The passion for pleasure, for society, for 
worldly amusements, has made barr,en churches as it has 
made childless homes! .And- we shall never accomplish 
our God-given task, nor glorify Him in the salvation. of 
men, until b,y'the power of the Holy Spirit, we learn to 
relate ourselves to men everywhere as to souls. for whom 
Christ died. 

. III. 
~AY I VENTURE Now TO OFFER A WORD OF EXHORTA­

TION AND ApPLICATION? 

. For the sake of clearness, I repeat, I 'have nothing now 
to Say about indulgence in that which is known to be 
sinful. Nor have. I any word ~f denunciation to' utter 
respecting that. which is- not evil in itself. It would be 
as wrong to belie' your moral intelligence by assuming 
there is evil where there is none, as it would be to ignore 
the ignorant conscientiousness of another, who, where 
there is no evil, .thinks there is. 

The supreme question is, Can ·any one of us afford to 
be indifferent .to the fate of one "for-whom 'Christ died"? 
That is. the highest and strongest appeal which even God 
can make.. From ,eternity He. has estimated everything 
by the ,Cross! . Have we 'learned: to estimate man by the 
Cross ~ , The man is pOor; and ignorant, and/obscure, and 
unattractive, I know; but he is a soul "for whom Christ 

.' died". F.or :his own sake he is worth much; and he.is . 
one' fur whom an inestimllible price has !been paid. ' 

For Christ's sake we· cannot afford to be indifferent 
toward such an one. Can you not remember the t.hrill of 
satisfaction you experienced when you first. realized that 
'Christ died for .you? And in that hour you realized His 
own satisf~ctiO.li.i!l some measure. Dare any of us con- . 
sent to permit anything which might defeat the purpose 

. of the 'Cross in another's life? Shall we have done once 
for all with all worldly standards, and 'henceforth measure 

. all men 'by the Cross? . 
Do you realize that some may be perishing through 

your- act of selfish; i?Ululgence~ "It is only an innocent 
pleasure," you !,'lay.. But tbe moment YOUJT pleasure be­
Comes an occasion of stumbUng it ceases to be innocent: 
"When ye ·sin so against_the brethren, and wound their 
weak conscience, ye sin against Christ." _ 

Do you see what estimate they put upon the weak 

... " 
brother, who selfish~y insist upon doing .their . own 
pl~asure irrespective of its influence up01J. others? They 
put their owri passing ,pleasure before the salvation. of 
the soul. That is the text's teaching. That is the con­
.sideration it forces upon us: "Through thy knowledge 
shall the weak brother. perish, for whom' Clirist died?" 
Is there a professed Christian he~e who will refuse to 
forego an evening at the theatre that another sO'ul may 
have ·an eternity in glory? On one particular evening 
the weaker brother saw you there, and he found sanction 
for his course in yours. I know he is "weak", and "ig­
norant", and "prejli,d!,ced"; arid "narrow-minded",_ and 
all that is contemptible in ,tJhe .yes of some: .but for him 
Christ died! Can it be tbatany one of us will deliberately 
sacrifice the interests of a soul for whom IChrist died, for 
a few hours' pleasure?1 EVE!D to save a soul from death 
can we refuse to deny ourselves? I must be fai·thful. The 
spiritual requirements of the hour' are insistent. 'The 
testimony of -Scripture is most urgent: "Des'troy not him 
with thy the'atre-going; or with thy card-playing, or with 
thy dan~ing; or with the pursuit ,of any other kind of 
pleasure - destroy not hjm for ~hom 'Christ died"! 

Does someone cont~nd· that such teaching. is extrava­
gant and impracticable? That it involves the erection of 
impossible standards? . Th.at such self-deni~l requires an 
unreasonable service'f. 'I remind you t'h'at the difference 
between the very'greates-t and the very humblest of'earth 
is infinitesimal in comp~rison with the gracious and.in­
finite stoop of the Lord of glory when-He. died f~t: your. 
sinful soul. And for' one for whom' He died will you do 
nothing? For one for whom He sacrificed everything, 
will you sacrifice nothing? --

No, my standard is not impOssible. ·It is the simple 
standard 9f the New ·Testament. To be 11 ':living s-acri~, 
fice", to'''be not conformed to th,is world", is our "reason­
able service" . It is for this we are here. For this we 
'have been sent. 'I should be unworthy of ~y office were 
I to preach anything less. I must apply the-principle to 
myself; and .I say frankly, 'that if there 'be any pleasure 
upon which my heart is so set that it is more to me tllan 
the interests of a soul for who'm Christ died, 1 am un­
worthy of my office, and I ought immedi~tely either to 
resign that pleasure, or resign my office. And I say the' . 
same to the office-bearers in tJhis church. I say it to the 
deacons: If there be a deacon of this church who thinks' 
more of an evening. at the theatre, of- the diversion of a 
game of cards, or .of the pleasure. of the danCe, than of 
the .interests of a soul for whom Christ died, he is un­
worthy of his office; and he oughi immediately to resign 
eitp.er his pleasure or his office.. and the s~me . may. be 
said of 'Sunday school teachers 'and officers, and -also Of 
every member of the church. The teac~ing of Scripture 
requires that every interest in life should be subordinated 
to the purpose of the Cross - which i's, tlhat they should 
be saved for whom Christ died. For any of us who call 
ourselves disciples ot'Christ, there is but one course com- . 
patible with love and loyalty to Christ, -and that is to 
resolve that by His grace, and by the 'might of His' Spirit . 
in the inner man, we will put Him always and every­
where first; that we will live to realize the purpose of 
tJhe 'Cross· in our own lives, and in the lives of others; that 
we will lose our lives 'for ·Chris-t's sake that thus we may 
find them. 

:As I thus closed my meditation; a thought occurred to 
me-it may have been a day-d·rean1:.....Is-aid to myself: 
"What if some young man should rise in his pew before . 
all the congregation and say, 'I have ,here and now re-

-
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solved that henceforth at all costs, I will in all ·things 
put Ch,rist first'-if such a thing shou'ld occur, who 
know8 how many would follQw hi-s example, and perhaps 
the revival we have longed and prayed for would cOPle 
to-day." Shall we not all resolve to rededicate ourselves 
to the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour and LOrd, and 
from this forward, put Him always first? 

(To Be Continued) 

TWO TELEGRAMS FROM FORT WORTH 
March 22nd, 1953 

. The following message was received from Dr. Shields in 
Fort Worth, Texas. . 

. HAVE . HAD A DE['IGHTFUL WEEK. THE 
WEATHER HAS BE'EN GLORIOUS. QUITE AS 
'WARIM AND 'SUNNY AS 'mLORIDA.· ISPOKE HE,RE 
WE-DNESDAY AND IN DALLAS THURSDAY WITH 
DR. MciNTIRE. AM C'ONTINUING HER'E 'OVER 29th. 

. i AM WELL AND 'GREATLY ENJOYING F·ELL'OW­
SHIP 'OF FlRiS'T ,eHURlCH PAST 'OR AND PEOPLE 
AND MR. FRASE'R. THIiS liS A FlTTING CLIMAX 
T'O H'OLIDAY. BELIEVE THERE HA!S BEEN MUCH 
BLES'SING. ANTI'CI'PATE'WITH DELIGHT B.EING 
H'OMEF'OR APRIL 5th. LOVE T'O EYERYBOI?Y. 

. T. T. 'SHIELDS 
* * * * 

M'arch 22nd, 1953 
A telegram f!;'om Rev. Wm. Fraser, Fort Worth, reads as 

follows:' 
DR. SHIELDIS PRE~OHE'D WITH HEAVEN'S 

:AN'OINTINGT'O CAPACI'TY CR'OWD LAST SUNDAY 
M'ORNING,,,AND T'O AN'OTHER GREAT AUDIENCE 
AT NIGHT. TWENTY RES'P'ONDED T0 INVITA­
.TION. BOTH ME'SSA!GE'S BR'OAD-CAST. 'THE D'OC­
TOR liS ACCLAIMED THE GREATEST LIVING 
PREACHER. THE W'ORTH H'OTEL IS 'ONE 'OF THE 
FINEST IN THE SOUTHLAND. THE .CHURCH ARE 
ENTERTAINING HIM AS 'THEIR 'GUE'ST IN BEAU­
TIFUL SUITE 'OF ·R'OOMS. THE DOCT'OR AND I 
ARE LIVING 'OVER AGAIN TH'OSE" GREAT DAYS 
SPENT TOGETHER IN JARVI'S 'ST. CHURCH. 
WEATHER IS PERFECT AND DOCT'OR IS IN TIP 
TOP PHYSIICAL 'C'ONDITION. H'OMER RITCHIE, 
SUOCEISS'OR T'O DR. N'ORRliS; JOIN~ ME IN WARM­
~ST CHRISTIAN GREETINGS T'O EVERY'B'ODY. 

WILLIAM F.RASER 

.HAVE YOU ANSWERED THE EDITOR',S 
ANNUAL lETTE~7 

\ 

w ..... PHILPOTT. 
in 

~ JARVIS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 
SUNDAY EVENING, MARCH 29 

Subject: 

liThe Fact T}1.1t Confirms Our Faith and 
Calms Our Fears" 

.... 
FREEDOM FOR PRISONERS 
A Sermon by Rev. W. S. Whitcombe 

'Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, 
Sund.ay Morning, March 15th, ~953 

"And ye shall know the truth, and- the truth shall make 
you free."-Jo'hn 8:32.. . 

I AM going to ,begih this. morning by asking the boytl 
and girls a question. SuppOse. ,somebody were to come 

, ·to you tomorrow. and say, "'1 have something' for you." 
.You would say: "What is it? Give' it to me." Suppose, 
that person were to say, "This is what I have.for you: I 
am g9ing'to make you free!" What would you answer 
them? I think you would say, "I don't need to be made 
free; I am not a sI-ave, 1 am not behind prison 'bars, I do 
not owe anybody any money; I am not in debt. You do 
not need to make me free, I am free already.'" W'hen 
t~e Lord Jesus made that glorious promise to the Jews 
that was justexa'Ctly what they said. They replied,"YVe 
be Abraham's seed and were ·never in bond'age to, any 
man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free.?" You 
see the Lord Jesus IChrist wa,s rea:lly offering something 
to these people tha~ they didn't know they needed, and 
therefore they didn't ·want it. 

Have you heard the storY of the lioUle girl who was 
lost at a great convent jon ?I Her mother and father 
looked for her all over, and couldn't see her any ,place. 
At last they sent a note up 'to the ehairman and 'aslked 
b:im to help find her: So the chairman announced, "If 
Mary Jones is lost, will she please come to the platform?" 
But no 'little girl appeared. Her mother and father went 
on searc'hing and searching for her, and when; after a 
long time they found· Mary, they said to 'her, "Mary, 
didn't you 'hear the chairman say that you were to go to 
the front?" "Yes," she said, "of course I did." They 
said, "Well, Mary, whyd:idn't you go?" She said, "Be­
cause, he said, if Mary Jones were lost, ,and I wasn't lost. 
I thought it must have been some other Mary Jones." 

That remind~ me of the story of the Indian who was 
wandering around in the bush. A white man came upon 
him ,and asked, "Are· you "Io~ ?~'. The Indian replied, 
"No, Indian. not -lost; wigwam lost!" 
. . That is just the way a great many boys and girls think 
of what the Lord. Jesus -Christ ,said. And, that is the way 
a great' many grownups think of it. "I am not lost," 
they say. "I don',t understand what the Bible means 
when it speaks of being lost andsaved,.'~ I heard of one 
man Wl:lO, when he was told that he' was lost, said, "I'm 
not lost, I know my way home." I When the Lord Jesus,. 

. said to these people, ''Ye shall know the truth, and· the 
truth shall' make you free," they answered Him, "We' 
be Abraham's seed:· and were never in bondage to any 
man: how sayest thou"Ye shall be made free?" 

Sla~ __ 
The first thing that this text tells us is that we are 

slaves. What a dreadful thing slavery is! The Old Testa-
-- ment forbade that inhuman institution by which men­

are 'bought and sold like beasts. I do' not know of any 
6ther book in all the ancient world that outlawed' slavery. 
Egypt was founded on it; Assyria, Bab;ylonia, the, Medo­
Persian Empire, the Greeks in their golden age, and the 
RomanSDwhen they conquered the world, based their' 
whole civilization on 'slavery. But this holy Book con­
deIpned it. No Jew was to be deprived of ~his freedom 
unless, of .Ms 'own free will, he chose to be a s"lave. That 
was th'e sole excePtion. The' Jews were intensely proud 
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of - their freedom. Other nations have been oppressed 
for generations, or in some cases even for centQries, 
anli have then risen up and once more enjoyed their own 
independent national life. But these people of the ~ook 
have been oppressed, not for centuries, but for millennia. 
and still they long for' their freedom. There never has 

, been 'a people in all the history of the world, li~e the 
Chosen Race. . 
" The Jews who made this prou,d answer to Jesus con­
veniently forgo·t 'that they were not free, or perhaps they 
dared! to think of their conquerors as mere temporary 
intruders. Every time they saw a Roman soldier they 
were reminded of the hated foreign occupation. The 
very banners that these odious pagans car~ed; at ·the 
head of their legions were heathen deities, and it was 
an offence and a blasphemy for their feet' to tread. the 
sacred soil of the promised land. The children of Abra­
·ham were compeIled to bow their necks under the Roman 
yoke and to pay- taxes to the hated conqueror. And yet 
they said, "We have never been in bondage to 'any man." 
They forgot that. And they forgot another slavery, a' 
slavery that was even worse than their national servi­
tude. The~- were blind to it, they didn't realize it The 
Lord Jesus turned on them an dsaid, "Whosoever commit­
teth sin is the servant (the slave) of sin." T.hen He 
went on to prove to them, as we shall see, that they were 
the slaves of sin, held in its shackles. 

Invisible Bonds ,.. . 
The prisoner's bonds are not always visilble. Sometimes 

he is allowed a large measure of freedom, so that he can 
go and 'Come, within certain limits, as he pleases.· But 
stm ,he is a slave. He 'has to dbey when 'his master 
speaks; he has to do, not his own will, but the will of 
the one who owns him. You will remember how Harriet 
Beecher :Stowe excited people to horror ·at the lamentable 
condition of the slaves in the Southern States almost 
three generations ago. One vivid episode is written in­
deJiobly in the' memory of all who have read Uncle Tom's 
Cabin. Simon Legree ,had purchased that magnificent 
man, Uncle' Tom, and< commanded him to d'o a deed that 
the black man was too' noble to perform. His white 
master, more of a monster than a man, stood back with 
a great bull whip and said, "Do it, do it you black ·rascal : 
I ,paid twelve 'hundred dollars ~or you. Do it." He hit, 
him on the face with :the Whip, and then kicked him anrl 

. knocked him down. "Now will you do it, you black ras­
cal? I own you body; and ·soul. Twelve hundred dollars I 
paid for you." When people read that swry they were 
fi <rhting mad, and they said what Abraham Lincoln said 
when he saw human beings, made in the image of God put 
up for sale on an auction block: "If I' ever get the 
Chance I will hit th'at thing, 'and I will hit it so hard 

-::- t'11at I will smash it." 'That is why Harriet Beecher 
Stowe wrote the ·story. Uncle Tom lay.prostrate on the 
groun'd and then' he rose up t-o his full height and faced 
his devilish master. He said, "Master, 'my body is yours, 
and I will do what you tell me ~to do, but my soul doesn't 
belong to you; it was bought by 'another One, who paid 
for it with His preci-ous 'blood·. I am His free man, and 
you cannot comma,nd my soul." Ah, that is the power 
e-at breaks the slave"s chain. Th'at ·is why slavery was 
~!bolished in the United States, and more than a genera­
tion earlier throughout the, British Empire. It is still 
j-l.,e only thing that ~II d'issolve the prisoner's chain aDd 
loose the captive's bond. 

'rr'hese ·proud people' dfod not know they were slaves, 
You p'ave seen a dog on a leash going along the road 

straining at 'his collar. perhaps just· a young pup that 
hasn't enough sense to know that he will only succeed 
in getting his neck scorched. :tie ~trains and pu'lls, and 
the leash is always tau't. He doesn't like it; 1}e rebels 
against it. T·hen you see some old dog that 'has been so 
well fed that he hasn't enough ambition to strain at the 
leash, and so he goes trotting along, 'accommodating -his 
pace to the slower step of his master, and the l,eash is 
never ·tightened. But the dog is stilI a captive. It 
doesn't know it, and petha:ps doesn't care about it now, . 
but it is still a captive .. Tennyson wrote about the linnet 
born within a cage, that never 'knew the summer woods. 
Because it never knew what it was to sing 'in the treetops, 
and to fly whither it 'WOuld' in God's free sunsMne, it' 
did \ot mourn its captivity, but it was none the less a 
prisoner. 

These people were prisoners, :but they didn't 'know n. 
They said, "We be Abraham's seed aQd 'were never in 
bondage to any man·." You know what that means. They 
were heirs to aD the promises of dod in ·the Old Testa­
ment. In their veins flowed the blood of .Abraham, the 
friend of God. To theiT race God had given all the glori­
ous prerogll!tives: the priesthood, the promises, the ora­
cles. He had set His name u'pon them, He had guided 
them down through the centuries of history, ·and He had 
promised them 'still greater things ·in the days to come. 
They said, ''We be Abraham's seed." In more modern 
terminology they }Vould have said: "We 'are in the true 
apostolic sucoe&sion: We not only !belong to the -church, 
but our fathers .belonged to it, our grandfathers ·belonged 
to it, and o"uJ;' great grandfathers belonged to it. We 
don't belong to some despised little sect like the Baptists; 
we belong to the Church." " 

The Offense of the Cross 
. The Saviour's glQrious offer became a~ insu'lt and an 

offense to such men, and they turned· away from Him. 
They said, '''We d-on't want' freedo'm of th'at sort; we 
are already free." The Lord Jesus didn't argue with 
them. It is i'mp-ossible to argue with people who say 
that. When you meet a man who is a . down-and-out- ' 
sinner, ·and· who knows it, you can soon point him to the 
Saviour of sinners. But it is difficult to deal with '8 

respectab1e sinner who belongs to a church, no matter 
which one it is, and who has neVer been guilty of any 
fl.agrant crime. He may have been baptized', and- his 
father before him, and h'is mother, and 'his grandfathers; 
they were all godly people. You ~annot do much with 
such a man. The Lord Jesus knew how to treat persons 
of this sort. One young man.who didn't know what he 
was saying dared to boast that ,he had observed the· com­
-man:e:iments: "Master ·ail.these. have I kept from my: youth 
up." If you and I had been there we would 'have stood 
baC'k and said, "Now, tell us anothe~ one!" We would 
have argued with ,him. But 'the Lord Jesus didn't. He 
put· him to the /test. He IOdked on him and 'loved him, 
because He saw something in. him, and He said· to him. 
in effect, "AU right, I will take you 'at your own word. 
'Go 'and sell an that you have, and then Come and follow 
me." The young man went away sorrowful. He was 
not willing·to follow the Lord Jesus on those cond~,tions 
"'!cause he loved his property 'aDd put earthly things 
first. He would, not put the Lord Jesus first. Thilt is 
-the test. The Lord Jesus doesn't. deal with external 
t'l,aeds; He doesn't judge us iby th~ outward· trappings of , 
r.hurch membership, and sacraments, and a:II the rest of 
it; He 'goes ,right down into the d~pths cif the human 
heart. I, 
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A Spiritual X-Ray. fiH the righteousness of'the 'hiw. But the first thipg is 
Whalt. a wonderful invention the X-ray -machine is! It your relationship to the Lord Jesus., You see He is the 

can reveal even what is .insfde the body. I went to a test, He is the standard'; It is not what is your rel'ation­
doctor once 'with a friend of mine. He put him ·behind a ship' to a church, whether· you are a member, or what do 
huge apparatus, . then. turned on th~ power, pulled down you think of so and so. 'Those things are not'the standard, 
the blinds, and said, "Now do you see?" I could look but Chris·t' is. What do you think of Him? Do you iove 
right into my friend and S,!le his heart beating. After- - Him? Do you trust Him? Do .you give Him the first 
war~s. I. said to. him~,;"1 did not know if you had a heart' place in your life? 'Does His Word 'abide in you? This 
before, but· I havesee.n it 'now and I shall have to believe is the test .. '!If Gogr.. were your' 'F'ather," He said, "ye 
it;" The Lord Jesus uses a spiritual X-ray that pierces W9uld love me: for I proceeded forth and came from 
even to the ."dividing asunder'of soul and spirit, and: of God." . 
the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts . I have noticed sometimes that when people discov·er I 
and intents of the heart." . ' . am a.minister, they are very .polite, and very civil, but 

See what pur Lord\does here. He s'ays to these people: it seemS',as. if they want to get me ou,t of the way, or 
"I Iknow that ye are Aibraham's seed; but ye seek to"kill they want to get themselves out of my. way as soon as. 
me, because my word hath no place in you." Th'at . is a possiible. They are very much embarrassed. I ,wonder 
search~ng .test. Do you. say' that you believe, 'that you w'hat ·th~Y' would be like if the Lord· Jesus came where 

_ are a .chu~h member, tIi~t you have kept ilie T:en -Com- they are., Wouid' He ~mbariass"':.you if He came into 
mal),dments? I wiII p~t you to the Sayiour's test. Let your home? Would He embarrass you boys and girls 
me ask yop, what place iri'youdife and in your. heart has· if He were sitting in the seat behhid you aH day 'long? 
the Word of God!? 'You s'ay,"1 believe it's the Bible." ~ould 'yoube ashamed if the Lord Jesus could look down 
You may know a lot about the 'Word of God but what into y~ur mip.d and your, heart, and see what you are 
place has it in your life? There is a picture (jf the' truly thinking now? But He can. "If God were your Father, 
blessed man given in the first . Psalm : "His d~iight is in ye would'love me," said' the 'Lord Jesus: Are you ill at 
the law of the Lord; and in Ms law doth he' med'itate ease in the presence of the !Saviour, or ·do you love. to 
day and night." "Thy word", said the psaJmjst, "b-ave I hear His Word, to be where He is and to rejoice il), 
hid in my heart that I might ,not sin against Thee." His love for you? 
Have you done that with ,God~s 'Word? I .h·ave ~et a great many 'people -yv'ho ·profess to be 

W'hE\n I 'was a youngster we a·lways went to school Christians and. who read the Bible, but they say, "I d'On't 
every day Without fail, and we ~always got there on· time. undez:stand what ·it means when it spea:ks about being 
That was no, credit to. u~, 'for somebody els'e always saw .lost ,'and· saved; I don't see the necessity for., an atane­
to it that' we d~d. If at times we had jus·t a sligqt indis- ment. .when the' Bible says th'at I must be born again, 
Position and· di"dn't feel 'like ·going ·to school of a morning, it is an insult, and when it tells me thaJt I am such a 
there was one infalIible test: "AlI right then, go u'Pstairs sinner that· Christ must take my place·and die on. Calvary, 
and gl? to. bed without your lbt:eakiast." "0 well, I will t'hat 'is an offence." They don't .und:erstand~thi's Word, 
eat my breakfast ·first~" "VE,lry well 'then, you must go' it is. a foreign language to them .. The Lord Jesus said, 
t~ school." I am not much of a d'octor, but I have 'found "My lIheephear my voice.'" ·Ab,. you' can test yourself ' 

,that if people po not eat there is usually something wron~. again. Do you hear His voke, or do you say:, "I can't 
witJ:l,·them. But when people can sit up and, take nourish- understand it." Jesus said, "Why do' ye not understand 

- ment, it i"s a pretty good ·indication of 'health .. Let us my speech? even becajIse ye 'cannot hear my word." 
apply tha:t test spiritu-aI-ly. You say that you beHeve that TJ:tey were not "tuned to the station", they were consti-­
you belong to a church. What about God's- Word? Do tutionaHy incapable of understanding the Lord's .teachi­
you de-light in it?1 Do you feast on it? 1)0 you. hide it ing. Their ways were not His ways, and their very foail­
in . your heart? Or would, the. Master s'ay of you: "My 'ure"'to gr~s'P w'hat He would·-have taught them was itself 
word ·hath ~o place 'in you." 'an evidence of their opposition to Him. There are neonle 

. . in our day who approach 'the Lord Jesus with. a s'lightly 
What Are the, }Yorks of God? supercilious a·ir, they are puzzled· by 'Hi's teaching imd 

They said, ".Abraham. was' o.ur father." "Ah," 'said resen.t its applica'tion to themselves .. He d'oes not speak 
the 'Lord Jesus, applying 'His .X-ray 1lo them again, "if ·their language, and they d'O not understand !Jis. 'T:hough 
Abraham were. your father you would do the works. of they 'Profess admir'ation' for Him, yet they 'have neither 
your 'father Abra'ham.'" What ·d·id .A!braham do? He part nor lot wit'h Him. . 

Where Sin Leads 
was called the· friend 'Of 'God; he delighted to. walk: with 
God. _ He "believed God, and i1;. was counted unto h~m 
for rig:~teousness." He·d·idn't believe about God,; ·he be- See what these ·se]'f-right~ous people ·en~ed up by do­
lieved: God and obeyed the Divine command. The Jews ;n~; They took: stones and sought to kiH the Lord' of 
came to' the Lord Jesus one day and 'Said to 'Him, '''What Glory. Because His wqrd had' no place in them, because -
shall we do, that· we might work the -works of God?" they did not love Him, at last theil' true nature showed 
The Master" said to them, "This is tHe work of God, "itself, perhans to their own surprise. They were ready 
th'at ye believe on Him whom he hath sent." That is to commit murder,. to:kill a' man in cold blood .. - These 
what God asks us to·do first, that, and nothing else. People· ':vere t'he people that at l'ast nailed Him to the cross/of 
'say, "0· yes, but what about church membership? What r.l'I.lvary; t'hese were 'the men who pressed the' crown of 
about the Ten Commandments? What about ,baptism fhorns upon His head. That 'is whats·in always d~- at 

, and the Lord,'lI Supper?" The answer is, "Believe· on th~ end: of the chanter. . 
the "Lord Jesus' Christ and' thou shalt ,be s'aved."· Put . I -can still re'member some 'of the thinll:s the principal 
first things first: and then and only .then comes baptism; ~-I' my public school used to say to us. One of th'P.m was 
the Lord's. Supper,. and church membership., 'By tlie this: "Boys, rememiber, if you teB one lie .you wil'l h.ave 
presence and the powe~ of the 'Saviour you may then fu'l- to tell another one to get out of it. And then you will 

I 
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have to tell Jlnother one to get out of that, and,. another 
one to get out of that, and so you will go on .lying." That 
is. what sin always ,does,. It gets a chain on a man, and 

'then pulls and tugs him where it will. That is why w~ 
try to tell you boys 'and girls 'that "There 'is a way that 
seemeth ,right unto a man, but the end thereof are the 
ways of death.;' ' We read! this'morning, "The wages of 
liin is death; put the gift of. God is eterna:l life through 
Je~us' Christ our Lord." . 

I was op.ce in residence "at a great ~lHliversity in the 
United States .. Across the hall from -my room were 
some men working on a doctor's degree in chem'istry. In 
the room' next io mine lived a profesSQr of a great mining 
school, the' greatest in the world, so he said., You ,would 
expect people, of such high academi'C standing to' be' 
wiseenoug'h to keep themselves respectable. and clean, 
wouldn't you? The nigHt after their final emmination, 
the chemistry students celebrated.· with some liquid' re­
freshment in their .room. I locked my door, but that 
didri't hinder one of them from trying to come in' through 
the transom window. I have never seen a man so drunk 
in a'Il my life. : They were slaves to aleohol in spite of 
their high intellectual 'standing. My other neig·hbour 
often came into my ·room, and' asked me into his room. 
He used to say, "'I like to have you 'around; it gives me 
freedom from myself for a whil~." Once he' confessed 
to 'me, "I am a slave to my own passions. I wish I could 
take red-hot pincers and tear part. of my mind out, ,but I 
canriot." Thuss·poke a professor who 'admitted he was a 
slave 'and th'at h'e couldn't throw off the shackles. 

'''Sit Down· and Diel" 
I read just a few minutes ago, before· coming into 

this service, a story in The War Cry . . It was about a 
Methodist college of· long ago in which the rilleS stiI)U"" 

-lated that no student should be 'allowed to smoke. One 
of the men, who was older than the others, came into 
the prin~ipal's' room and said, "Sir, you will have to re­
lax the rules in my. favour. I must have tobacco, I can­
not· do without it. I have tried and tried, but the·craving 
is so strong I 'am dying f~r a smoke." The principal 
said, "You are dying for a ·smoke are' you? Well then 

, . sit· down there and die!" The· student looked at him in 
amazement, he continued: "Now look -here, if 'a grown~up 
man is such a weakling tha:t he is actually dying for a 
smoke, it is time that he died .. Only the Lord Jesus can 
'help, you." So they prayed, and the man commit~d himself 
to the Lord Jesus. Though .he stayed there for a year, 
never 'again did he smoke or desire to smoke. ,Oftentimes ' 
the Lord Jesus liberates a believer slowly, ibut He liber­
ates him. He does for him that whiCh he cannot do for 
bim~elf. 

Our 'Saviour said, "T·he truth shall make you free." 
Now the truth isn't just a scientific proposition, or even 
a theological formula. The Lord s'ays in this same con­
text, "The Son shall make you free." You ,will recall' 
Lord Bacon's famous sentence: ,II 'What is truth,i asked 
.iesting Pilate and would not stay for an answer." The 
Lord Jesus said, "I am the truth ... No· man cometh 
unto the Father but by; .me." It was when truth became 
incarnate and. dwelt in human' flesh that it Ibecame ' ef­
fective to liherate us. We' ·are slaves, every one of us; 
.and ,the end of that sl'avery is death. The Lord Jesus 
t90~ upon H,imself our nature, He was born under the· 
law, born of a woman it!. order to ,redeem them that are 
under the law. He became sin for us, was made a 'Curse 
for -us, that He might free us -from the awful ,load,. 

" I 

Therefore God hath sent forth the ISpirit ~f His Son 
into 'YQur hearts, crying: Abba, Father, for you are no 
more ·siaves, but sons. What a vast difference there is 
between.a slave and a son .. The slave goes crouching 
in fear before his master, loaded with chains. He'labours 
under compulsion. 'But .everything that the Father has 
'is his, belongs to the son. He is the master; he has the 
nature· of the 'Father within 'him, 'he -is free. ' 

The Coming of the Liberating Force 
lOne of our boys who was a prisoner of war in Germany 

told us on his return how some' of the priSo·ners of 
other' nationalities who had been confined in the concen­
tration camp for four, five, and in some cases for s.ix 
ye·ars· or more, crouched ·in their hopeless misery, even 
when the Hbemtitig forces arrived·, and 'COuld 'not believe 
the good news. They ha.d lost all hope, and the conquer­
ing soldiers had to drive their tanks and' their jeeps into 
the camp with flags flying a~d lift th.em up like .infa·ilt~. 
It wasn't enough just to break down the hated barbed 

. wire barriers, and 'cut off the high tension current that 

. held them in, the poor prisoners had to be treated like 
-babes, first released physically and :then morally, from 
the long captivity., 

That is exactly what tihe Lord Jesus ,Christ came to 
dtO~. He came to preach release to the captives, j,ust as 
God went with outstretched arm into Egypt and' szp.ote 
the Egy:ptians in His mi'ght; He opened' a way through 
the Red ·S.ea, fed the people with IIJUlJlna from on Hig,h, 
smote the rock and caused the water tO~lPOur out. So 
God in His Son releases the C'aptivEl from Jiis sin. He 
takes our guilt and puts it all a.way .. He 'comes in His 
power abd releases u's from ·sin. "Ye shaH know the 
truth, and the truth shal'l mak~ YOll free." "If the Son 
th'erefore sha:ll make you free,' ye sha:ll be free i-ndeed." 

"He -breaks the power of cancelled 'sin, 
. He sets the prisoner free; 
His Iblood can make the foulest clean, 

His blood ·avails for me." 

Just this word in closing. Our text marks a time of 
crisis. You can see as you read through the story hQw 
these disciples, under the teaching of the Master, and 
on the other hand, those who opposed· Him, ,were working 
toward's a time, of decision. At this juncture' our 'Lord 
recognized! that :it is now or never, that the die has 'been 
cast, that these men must now take their stand with 
Him. or against Him. Either they will stand with Him 
some day in glory-, a's His redeemed on~s, or they ·will 
nail Him to thecrqss of Calv,ary. Thus He puts them 
to the. test: "If .ye continue in my word . . . ye shall 
'know the truth, and the truth 'shall make you free ..... You 
must either love the Lord Jesus at hate· Him; you must 
either trust· Him or nail Him to the cross. There' is no ' .. 
other way, there is no haIf-way measure; it is either 
one or the other. I come hack to my Starting point, and 
in the Name of the !Lord Jesus I offer yOU' boys and! girls, 
and you men and women, freedom. You are s1aves', and 
the Lord Jesus came to die that your ,sins might ·be for­
given. He was raised again for your jiIstification that 
the bonds might be br,oken, that you might be no longer 
s-Iaves but ·-sons. . 

HAVE YOU: ANSWERED THE EDITOR'S 
ANNUAL LETTER? 

I 
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DEATHBEi) CHANGE IN WILL CHARGED 
TOFItIARS 

Got $5,000,000, Says CarctiDal 
By CAMILLE CIANFARRA 

New York Times Sel'flice in Toronto Globe and Mail 

.Madrid,. March 15.-In· a letter made availabie today, 
Pedro Cardinal ·Segura y 'Saenz, archbishop of Seville, ac­
cused 'some members of the Roman 'Catholic' order of ·the. 
Capuchin friars 'minor in Madrid of having prevailed upon 
the Countess of Gavial to draw a will bequeathing them. her 
estate, jl.ppraised at aDout $5,000,000. ,'. 

spiritual director of the countess, that in 1987 she had told 
him that she wanted to leave all her fortune to a founda.tion 
to further religious activities, and that "the foundation will 
·be under the exclusive administration of Your Eminence." 
He .said that the countess bad drawn a will in this sense. 

He add'ed that later she ·began to talk of her admiration 
for the Capuchin Fathers of the Province of 'Madrid and that 
a Capuchin Father accompanied her constantly. . 

He asserted that the Capuchins had "succeeded -in becoming 
complete masters .of her will" and that one day she told 
him she had decided to leave her fortune to the Capuchin 
Fathers.· 

AN OLD SPANISH CUSTOM-. The eountess, who died in May of 1949, was the aunt of 
the present Duchess of Medina de Rioseco, who as;one' of 
~he next of. kin, -is contes'ting the will. . . I THE foregain'g account of an acrimonious dispute over 

The Dukes of· Medina de Rioseco are gl"andees of Spain a $5,000,000 legacy:in Spain is but one illustration 
and their case is being followed with interest 'by the Spanish . among many of the s:hady ,methods employed by priests 
aristocracy because the final verdict n;lust determine whether d k f th Ro C tho I· Ch rch Thi ..... "..,H 
a ''spiritual director"-or the Catholic institution to which an .mon S 0 e man' a 0 IC . U • .. s ~wcu-
he belongs-may inherit all or ·part of the p'roperty of the lar Instance has come to the attentum of the pubhc,Pbe­
person to whom he ,has given: moral and religious guidance. cause the anxiety of the Spanish f:t:iars to lay hold of an 

'.[\~e . Duchess of Medipa d~ .Rios~o ib~s her. clainr on . lmmens.e private fortune betrayed them into crossing 
Article. 762 of ~e Sparush pml. Code, ~hich cons!ders null the path of a fiery Cardinal who was no less deter-mined 
and VOId any wIll made durmg the last 1llness of Its. author '. . .... - . 
in favor of the ;I,lriest who was the "confessor or his relatives, to retam the ru~h prIze that he regarded as hlB own. 
church, institUtion, community and chapter.I, . ' This·case raises a number of interesting points . 

. The pur,Po~ of ,thai!; article is to prev~t .confessors from In the first place, we find a concrete example'of the way 
USlDg thel1" Influence to further what J~sta here called· hich th f 'b I I·th f th Ii C th r c "material instead of spiritu'al interests." These circles said In w'. e.8) u ous wea 0 e oman a ~ 1 
that the .law .became a necessity after. abuses . had been Church IS a,cqu[~ed. At the dawn of the Refol"ID:atlon 
brought to the attention of sovereigns in the. pas~ in Europe, the papacy was the largest l'and:owner in -the 

H~~ever, .. the law mak~ n~ mention of "spiritue:I di~~ world. In addition to its SlPecial·.privileges and !preroga­
tors. Thetefore, the prOVlDC!al head of ~I! Ca.jlu<:hlD ordel tives as a virtual state within a state, Rome received 
of .castille, Father Jose Mana' Chana, SPlntual direct01' of . . 
the late countess, and~ with a Father Cornelio, also of the the Income from a large part of the soIl. In some coun­
Cap.uchin o~er, ,defendant i.n the case, maintained that tries it was the propri~r of half the land, in others 
Article 752 dI~ not M:Ply to hIm. .. . .. its ownership extended to two thirds of the soil. _How 
co~;tZ:h~~~~e~ 8.S: lrs~~':li~fd~;. ::e ~:a~;-~hcllil much of Quebec it now own's has never been revealed 
1962, upheld the thesis of the Capuchin order and ruled'thatand propably never will be until the books are opened 
the 'ViI in Father Cha:na"s' favor was vali<;l because "no. con- in the, d'ay of judgment.. It is a vicious thing that one 
crete proof was I!u'bmlt~ that a C.apu~hin father. had con- organization should have the control of such a large 
fessed the testatrix dunng her last Illness." . f al h fIb th thod . 

He said thBt even though it was "sufficiently proved that part 0 the we t .. o any and, ut e me·s.~-
usually a Capuchin accompanied the counJtess" wherever she ployed by th,e avarICIous agents of Rome rendered, theIr 
went',:m<i t~at "one o~ them administered .the last s&.cr!1- virtual monopoly of the economic life of the nations 
menta to her, at the time .the countess ~ade her last WIll even more odious. . 
on Sept.· 10, 1948, she was lD full possesSIon of. her mental P rg tory th tift· weaTVIn . I·n £''I..e ar-. faculties. ' u a ""as e ~os ~ ec Ive 1:''< Iill 

He added that Father Chana "never had the position of moury of. the priests WIth which they blud'geoned wealthy 
confessor o! the c~untesS." . . . landowners. into a generous mood on their d'eath bed . 

. In her flDal ,!lH the count"ss ~eft her foz:t;Jlne, lD trust . Without a word of support from Scripture they plotted 
WIth the Capuchin Fathers "to buIld and repaIr churches of ~, . 
the Catholic relig:ion~" .' and charted the topography~ tem-perature, 'anu' propertIes. 

It was brouglit out at the trial that in several previous of thia non-existent place WIth their eye upon the wealth 
~1l8, !D.ade ~rom ~me to time after the' Ca.puehlns .b~came of F;lurope. Will faithful Roman. Catholics indigIlantly 
!ter splnwal g:uardlans, the c!>~ntess had bequeathed lDcreas- retort that we speaik a·s a' Protestant without personal .. 
mgly larger sums to that relrgIous order. I?' nl'· t to th te t 

The Dukes of ·Medina de Rioseco have appealed the verdict know ed1ge . In ~eplY we have 0 y to POIn ~ ~. 
and also' submitted their case to the. Vatican. . of the law of one of the mo~t strongly Roman CatholIc 

Cardinal Segura's .Ietter, da~d July 80, 1951, was submitted countries in the world,which. expressly legislates on 
to the court Py l\l1~el Rublra Ca~onell, l~wyer for .the priests who exercise their religious offices.to further their 
Dukes of Medma de Rloseco, as part of the eVIdence ag81nst. t· I • t' r t L f thl·S t ar'e not enacted the. Capuchin order.. ma erla In e es s.. aws 0 • sor. . 
. In it, Cardinal Segura said that he -had orig.inally been in wcuo, and least of all in Roman Cat1l(~lic Spain. They 

. are written to remedy actual 8Ibuses that 'have become so 
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flagrant and so offensive as to cry aloud for redress. 
If further proof were required, it would' be found in the 
letter of the Cardinal which was used in t'he Spanisih 
court to suP'pOrt 'the charge. preferred against friars of 
illegally influencing a dying per-son. '. " 

The cleverness of the Oapuchins in EWading the letter 
of the law is a greater testimony to their astutenes's 
than to their zeal for religion pure and undefiled. Roman 
casuistry cali be employed against a Cardinal as well all 
for him. The plea. of -the Capuchins is that t'h.!!ir agent 
was nOlt the confeesor of the deceased woman but merely 
her "spiritual director"! It wouM be interesting to 
know the exact d'iiference! 

I 
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A further lesson which this ·niCe legal questio~ brings' 
home -is that in the church which. is allegedly one and 
undivided, there·.are party jealousies and class warfares. 
The devotion of the"CardinaJ. to his church is not so 
great that he can find 'adequate compensation for the 
loss of $5.000,000 in the assurance that his personal 10&8 
wm be the gain of a great and wealthy order. Despite, 
his high eccIesia'stical office 'he is greatly irritated by 
having such booty snatched' from "his exclusive adminis­
tration" by the .subtle 'han,cis of the hooded members of 
an order that had "succeeded in' 'becoming complete mas­
ters" of an ,aged woman who :put her .earthly fortune 
in the same handsiinto, which she had entrusted her soul's 
eternal welfare. We a'sk earnest and unsuspecting Roman 
Catholics to consider the obvious fact that uriscrupulous 
men who trick and eheat in earth'ly things are incapable' 
of doing anything else in the unseen realm.' , 

Caroinal Segura of :Seville has been a bitter opponent 
of Spanish ProtEiS'tants, and on more than one occasion 
his episcopal letters haY8 been the signal for renewed 
outbreaks of violence and persecution against thci helpless 
minority of -inoffensive men and women whose only crime 
,is t1h:at they dared read the Bible for themselves and 
worship God after the dictates, of their own conscience. 
Perhaps this important court case which is now pending 
will ,so occupy the 'attention of His Eminence that he 
will have less time to harry the 'Protestants. He might 
well reflect that if the Capuchins' had given the people 
an open Bible instead of their ,own vain imaginings with 
an eye to the material profit, there would be none of 

, these present heartburniIigs., ' 
We note that the.case 'has already been taken to the 

Vatican. In such circumstances, what becomes of Span­
ish pride? Will a people that once ru'led a large part 

j of Europe, and all the then-known WeM; now- 'humbly 
perm,it a case before their courts, to be violently snatched 
from their jurisdiction to be decided upon by a superior 
'judge in Italy? If so, the outcome of the case is. already 
decided: The pope will 'dispose of the immenSe sum in' 
litigation for the advantage of hIs own favourite, making 
sure .tHat a goodly part, if not the liori's share, falls 
into his own 'Private coffer.s in the Vatican. , \ 

One might be parooned for wondering why the simple 
preae'hing of the Gospel of the grace of God is so harshly 
forbidd~n ,in' a land riven by v'iolent p'ersonal feuds and 
ddstul'lbed by the greed· of its priests. Surely, the salt 
of the fz:ee .salvation in Christ is badly needed' in such 
high ecclesiastical circles !-W.S.W. 

A SUBSCRIBER'S APPRECIATION 

\ Dear Brother ,Shields: 
Calga..,ry, 'March 18, 1953 

May I take the pleasure of writing a few lines just to 
say that I have been, a reader of THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS for 
many years, and I must say that I do enjoy its contents 
very m~'Ch, an!! would miss it very much ~ if it should 
happen that it were discontinued. That is the reason 
I am enclosing five dol1ars for my reneWal, and the 
balance· to go to 'the work of THE' 'GOSPEL WITNESS. 

Wishing you all joy in' the Lord, and in your: great 
work, 

Sincerely yours,. 

HAVE YOU ANSWERED THE EDITOR'S 
ANNUAL-LETTER? 

SOME LETTERS FROM OUR SUBSCRIBERS 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
337 J'arvis st. 
Toronto, ,Onto 
Dear Brethren: 

March 18, 1953 

I am herewith enclosing a 'Canadian postal money 
order for $6.00 payable to THE GosPEL WITNESS; , 

This remittance is to eovermy 1953 renewal subscrip­
tion to THE GOSPEL WITNESS, $3.00; and '8,Il additional 
$3.QO for a subscri-ption·tosome needy pastor ''l~ mission­
ary in ·the home field who may n~d the help of a 'good 
paper to 'bolster up his spirit, and to prime the preacher's 
pump at times. when he may be a l,ittle down in spirit, 
or his mind may be tired from overwork, or from the. 
heavy !burdens which a faithful worker in our Lord's 
vineyard may be carrying. 

I much regret 'tb'at I overlooked sending my remittance 
in February, which made it necessary for you to send 
me a second notice.' I 'kno:w all these things cost extra 
money. 

Wishing the officers and workers of THE GOSPEL WIT­
NESS Family our God's richest :b1essing for 1953, 

Yours in the Master's Service, 

Dr. ':V. T. Shields, 
130 Gerrard St. E. 
Toronto, Canada 
Dear Dr. 'Shields: 

, ............... . 
London, March 2nd, 1953 

I have so en10~ the copies of THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
which I now receIve from your editorial office that I am' 
writing to express my gratitude to you fo'r the definite 
stand you have taken against Modernism and for your 
clear and convincing marshalling of the facts. It is re­
freshing to encounter such definite and ou.tspoken advo­
cacy of ,the.fundamentals of the Faith. 

May mu'Ch blessing continue to attend your ministry 
in the 'Church, and through THE GOSPEL WITNESS itself. 

With all kind: regard-s and best wishes. The Lord be 
with you. 

Yours very sincerely 

THANK YOU "REGINA ANONYMOUS" 
for another good gift of Thirty Do'llars to our GOSPEL 
WITNESS Wol'lk. Your continued' interest and financial 
he:l'p are deeply appreciated. 

Bible School \Lesson Outline 
Vol. 17 Second Quarter Lesson 2 April 12, 1953 

OLIVE L CLARK, Pb.D. (!I'or.) 

THE RAISING OF LAZARUS 
Lesson Text: John 11:1-15, 41-44. 
Golden Text: "Jesus said' unto her, I am the resurrection 

and the life: :he that believeth in me, thougn he wene 
dead, yet shall he live."-John 11:25. 

I. The Message of Human SorroW: verses 1-15. 
. Only to an affectionate friend would the messqe be sent 

"Behold, he w-hom thou lovest 'is sick." Chrlst 'is the Friend 
Who sticketh closer than a Ibrother (Prov. 18:24); 'He s11llpa-

-' 
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, 
life to men (John 6:39, 40), but in His own Person He is 
the R~surrection (Rev. 1:18) and the Life (John 5:25-29; 
1'4:6; 17:3). Hope for the resurrection of the bodies of the 
'believers mllst be henceforth associated 'with Him (Rom. 
,8:11; 1 Cot. 15.:20-22; Phil. 3:'20, 21; 1 Pet. 1:3). ' 

~hizes wi,lIh us as no other' can, for He is 'all-loving' and all­
powerful. He loves the world of men with a love of pity. but 
He loves,His own with 'a love of ' delight (v. 36; John 13:1). 
The members of this 'household in Bethany had enjoyed 
sweet fellowship ,with' 'Christ (Luke 10:3~-42), and.in'their 
affliction they turned to Him for help. :,' '. 
A~ outl!,ider nright il),terpre1;.;as indifference the delay of II. The Voice of Divine Power: verses 41-44. ' , 

Christ in answering ,the call for help. But it was His very The tomb of Lazarus would be in the form of a cave 
.love .for Mary, ,!Martha and 'Laza.ru:s which prom,pted Him to ,hollowed out from the rock, with a stone 'at the' entrance 
abide still in the place'where He was. 'Christ ,allowed time (Matt. 27:60, 66).' , . . 
to elapse in or4er that the glory of God might 'be more fully God graciously 'asks men to 'be labourens together with 
displayed by the'miracle of resurrection, 'and that their faith Him (2 Cor. 6:1). He do'es for us what we cannot do for 
;mig'htbe strengthened (v. 15; 2 Pet. 3:9).' The Lord's delays o).lrsei-ves, but He expects us,to do what we can. The voice' 
are not deruals, and our disappointments are frequently His of God alone can raise to life those who are spiritu~lly deOO, 
appointments. . " but He asks us to roll away the stones. Teachers, parents 

A journey into Judoaea suggested danger to the minds of aFld 'Ohristian workers- have th~ privilege of rolliJl!g, a,way 
the doi!Sciples; they feared, for their Master. 'But He gently,. from t!te mind'S of the unsaved the stumbling-,blocks of_diffi.­
reminded them ,that in the night-time obstacles 'inight hinder culty, Ignorance and d{lUbt, which prevent them from 'hearing 
a man's progress, obstacles which in the day-time would not ...the word ~f life. I - _ ' 

turn 'him aside. ,For Christ this was the d'ay-time, the time The Sa.vlOur knew that His prayer hOO been 'heard, even 
of opportunity .to carry o,ut His work (John 9:4). We, too, befor,~ He .ma4e';the formal ~qu~st (-Isa. ~5:2~; ~ohn 6:11). 
must labour while it is day., The J~ws 'hOO no power to pre- He bIds HIS dISCIples pray thankIully and'behevmgly (P,hil. 
vent 'Christ from carrying out the Father's destined plan 4:6; 1 John 3:22; 5:14, 15). . ' 
for Him. ' 'the voice of, ChI1st is a voice 'of 'Power t?-d'ar, causing 

Since Christ has abolished death, and brought life and tho~e who are deOO m trespasses a,nd sms to anse II?- ne~ess 
immortality' to lig>ht through the Gospel, (2 Tim. 1:10), the of .hfe (John 5.:2.5,· 28; Eph. 2:1). May He speak With qUlck­
death of :the Christian is as· a sleep, "blessed sleep from em~g. and rev~v~ng powe~ t~ all our sc~ol-ars (Psa. 119:25; 
which we never :wake to weep" (1 Cor. 15:6, 51; 1 Thes's. 138.7, Hab. 3.2" Matt. 8.8). 
4:13; 14). He has stripped death of its dreOOful powers; and DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
vanquished the hQsts of darkness. "To ,be 'absent from the 
body" is now "to 'be present with the Lord" ·(2 ,Cor. 5:8). April 6-If a man.die, shall ,he live again?' ..... _ .......... Job 14. 

April 7-Patriarchal belief in resurrection .:.. __ Job 19:8-29. 
All believers, although they may die physically, are s.a~ed, April 8-Awakening to life or to shame .. _._ .... ___ .. _:,Dan. i2. 

from spiritual death-(Golden Text): In t1?-at !'Iense ~lSO!JIVl-~g April 9----Ghrist predicted resurrection ..... _ ........ _ John 5:21-35. 
belieyers shall never see death;. eternal hfe m .Chrl.St 'IS theIr,' April 10-ImportaIice'of Christ's Resurrection 1 Cor. 15:1-19. 
portion (John 5:24, 25.)", (No~lee the parallebsm.In ~ought April 11-The Order of the Resurrection .. _ ... 1 Cor. 15:20-34. 
between verses 26, 27 and 1. Cor. 15:51-~3). At the ti!lle.,of April.12-All believers will not die _._ ... __ . 1 Cor. 15:51-58. ' 
the 'Second Coming of ChrIst, the 'bodIes of ,the ibehevmg " ' 
dead will ,be raised, to ,be forever incorruptible" and the SUGGESTED HYMNS 
bodies of living believers 'will' be changed to be .forever im- Revive Thy work, 0 God! Low ill the grave He lay. 
mortaI; All this is because Christ is Himself the Resurrec- 'There is Hfe for a look. Jesus knows thy sorrow. Rejoice, 
tion and the Life. Not merely did, He bring resurrection and the Lord is King! :rhe crqss that ,He gav~ may be heavy. 
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