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"And the .Syrians had gone out by companiesc and had brought away captive out 
of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waitea on Naaman's wife. . 

'. "And she' said urito her mistress, would God my Lord were with the prophet that 
is in Samaria! for he would ~ecover him of his leprosy."-II Kings 5:2-3. . , 

WT~ DO not know very much about this little. girl, ex­
" cept that she caJil,e from some Israelitis'h home. And 

we do know that somehow or another, before she left 
home, she was instructed· in the things of God. She 
'earned about Jehovlih, and about His great prophet, 
Elisha. This little 'girl 'had received the truth. And as 
this simple story imfolds before you, as I remind· you qf 
its salient points, you ~ill ,conclude that whoever it was 
that taught this little ·girl a:bout the prophet of Israel 
did a very fine piece of wo'rk. There is a collQquial say­
ing-I do not"very much ·admire it; it is applied to every­
thing now-to the effect that so and so is doing,. or has 
done, "a good job." Everything nowadays is a "jo'b." 
It does not m3.ke anY' 'difference ~at it is, whether it is in the shop, or in the office, in ,meddcine or in parliament 
-wherever it 'is, they say that: every.body is doing a 
good "jOb." Well, I will use that this morning, and say 
that Whoever taught this little girl the things of God 
did a very. good job. I remind' you teachers tha.t you 
are engaged in just such an important wor~ 8.!! this. 

. I. 
They taught thi~ little girl' in such a way that she re­

membered after she had gone away from home. You 
will not always be here. People get scattered' you ;know, 
and 'Circumstances someti-mes effect their 'removal from 
one place to a~other. ISome day the /tea¢her WI'1 be ask­
ill'g, . "Where i~ 'So ·and So?" And she will go and visit, 
only to find that the house is either vacant, or 'somebody 
else is living' there, and' the little girl ha:s moved away 
she does not know where. Before you go, while you are 

with us, we are trying to teach you something, and we 
want to teach you in such a way that 'when you go away 
from us you will not forget; you will alway.s remeII,lber 
what you learned in Jarvis St. Sunday School. i told you 
a few weeks ago of a lady who telephoned me, and said 
she had come from a certain city in Michigan, and she 
was a messenger to me from a lady there who was eighty­
three years old. 'She said that this lady, ':seventy-five 
years ago, when she was just a little girl, attended Jar­
vis Street Sunday SChool. . They were very kind to her, 
and the minister was very kind to lher, and she asked 
this lady to call· up the 'Pastor-she had heard somewhere 
that his name was 'Shields-but anyway she was to find 
out who the (Pastor. was, and' communicate 'with him, and, 
tell him of how she remembered the great kindness that 
had been shown to her ;by the Jarvis S~t 'Pastor seven­
ty-five years ago. And do you know what she sa'id? 'She 
said, "I want to remem'ber that .church in my will." She' 
said; '"1 have made my will, but I left a place just to 
remember that churdh, 'because when I' -was on-ly' a little 
girl it was .lJUch a great blessing to me." Now I am not 
going to ask you to remember this' church ~ your will 
when you 'grow up. I shail not be here then, :but there 
will be no Objection to it; you can do 'as that eld.erly 
lady'is doing. I'have got into communication with' her, 
I have her letter, and sheaskedl me to write- her fre­
quently. Naw slhe get" the GOSPEL WITNESS' every week, 
so that she hears about Jarvis' Street :Ohurch, and the 
Sunday School that she attended seventy~ftve year.s ago~ . 

Now when you have IE!ft .us-g~ne away to the 'States, 
or somewhere else-I hope you will be like this little 
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'Israelitish girl, and you will remember all that you were 
taught here. 

Then it is worthy of note that this' little girl was not 
ashamed' of her religicm. 'She was a ca'Ptive in the house 
of a man who aid' not know anything at all about the 
God of Israel. None of them did as we do, but ,the did 
not ,know abQut the prophet of the Lord, or about Jehovah. 
They did not know anYtihing about him, but she did, and 
she had the courage to talk'to ,her mistress about Elisha. 
I hope you little girls will have'the courage to taIk to 
your teachers in day school about the Lord Jesus. I 
remfll!.lber a girl's coming to me one day-she was' a high 
s'chool girl, a little older than ,some of you younger ones 
are--and she said, "Pastor I want to ask you a question." 
She' said, "They are :having'dances at our high- school;­
and t don't want to have anything to do with it, because 
I am a bhri~tian." ,She said, "-Shall I lust sta~d aside, 
and not 'have any part in it, wit.b.out giving any reason 1" 
I said, "No, I.wouIa not do that., I wo.uld speak to' the 
teacher, and say, 'Now 'I hope you will excuse me, but 
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the reason I do not participate in· this is that I a~ 'a I .l 

Christian,_and I think it would not be consistent for me " 
to do so'." And I said, ','It will give you an opportunity 

"I am not ashamed of the gospel of Chrlst."-Romans 1: ~ 6. 
, ' 

• I 

A~f'ess Corre~e:'" , 
to bear testimony for Christ amon'g -those who do not 
know Him." That is 'just exaetly' what this little girl did. 
I hope you will have the courage to do that, A.nd by th~ 
way, some of Y9U could do that at home you know. It 
may be that father and mother do not know Jesus, maybe 
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thev do not know anything about His 'Salvation. Perhaps' J-;--_~ ...... --,--:-______ ..,..-_________ ....J 

some of them do not go to church at all-I know that is 
so with some. But you--"can tell them what' you 'have 
learned here. ' 

, I remember when I -was in Hamilton'there was a wo­
man there Who was -brought to 'the Lord through her little 
girl in th~ Primary' class. 'The little girl went home and 

,said to Iher mother: ",Mother I wish you -would 'come to 
my cp-urch." Her mot1!.er did not' go ,to any church, 'but 
in response to the little girl'.g 'solicitation she 'came to, 
church, and she 'found the Lord. 'She was filied with the 
Holy Ghost, and she begap to be used in a m~rveIIous way 
hy the Lord. !She went ouf visiting, and people were being 
converted on every hand, through the mihistry of that 
woman who,had been le'd to 'Christ by her little girl. Now 
it may be that you have a ,'father or:a mother whom the 
T lord wants 'to save. 'I am sure He does if they are not 
yet Christians, and if you would do like -this little girl, 

, and go home and tell them all that you know aboutcChrist, 
and ask them to come to you,rchul'ch--.:.teII them that you 
want to see them saved, just like this little girl did 'a'bout 
her master, perhaps God will use you to fbring your par­
ents to Christ. ' 

Ido not want to go. 'But," she- said, "my mother goes, 
and,she insists that I should"go with her. What shall I 
do ?" 'I said, "You tell Ybur mother that you ,are a 
Christian, ,and that you prefer not to 'go. If Sine com­
mands' you to go, if :She makes you go, you cannot abso­
lutely disobey her perhaps, but if you ask !ber to excuse 
you on the ground that your conscience will not let you 
go, I believe she will be-Ukely to excus~ you." Now that 
little girl1had a real testimony.for the Lord, just,as thi.s 
little 'maid had. ' , , ' 

This little,maid knew so in'uch 'about the, Lord that she 
tho1l;ght nothing 'was, i'fYj,possi6ie. I Will tel'l you more 
aJbout tJlia~ in 'a !Dinute or 'two:' But when the king' of 
Syria heard what this'little, maid' had said about the 

_prO'phet,' he thought" "WeiI if the prophet could do some 
good, tb.e kin,g would do 'a great' deal more good." So 
instead of ~ending his servant Naaman to the prophet, 
he sent him to th'e king with a letter. And the king , 
rent his garments, and said" "Am I 'Gol,l, to kill and to 
make alive?" because through the. ministry of this little 
girl the king" had be'en asked to do something Which he 
knew only 'God: could do. You see she believed that, 'Goil 

I remember a case--Mr. Hutchinson will remember it could do, any thing. Don't you believe that? I wonder 
.. -years ago o'f a little girl here-she was quite young, if there is some little girl here-we- have some I know-

and she was 'brought to the Lord in the Sunday School. and father comes home drunk sometimes, and mother 
Her mo,ther was not a Christian, but was very'much i-n- does not ~now what to do; And in some cases mother 
terested in this 1ittle child, although she never cante to is just albout as bad' as father, and th,at little girl ,does nat 
church. 'She came to us one day, and 'she said, "Mother know what to do. 'Perhaps she has said often, "I wish 
is gOIng to lD'0ve to New,YoI'k, an'd I have to 'go with !her. father would stop getting drunk." Perhaps she has to say 
I want to"'go to some church where I can learn 'more the same thing about her mother. And that little girl s~ys, 
about the Lord Je'sus and you can tell me where I!;jhould '''I don't know what to do." Well I, will, tell you what 
go to ehurch in New York." And we told !ber. ,So sh,e to do. You go and tell them of a great Saviour Who' is 
went to New York, and she w.ent to a ehurch where she able to h~lp even them in that. That is part of the story 
could, hear more about the Lord Jesus. You see'she had of this little girl's ,ministry. ' ' , 
had a taste of :the gospel, and she wanted more, of it. "-' 'One thing more though i' must add. We do not 'kmow 
But ,before she went aw~y she came to,me an~ she'said, who taught,this little ,girl. Back of it somewhere there 
"I do not quite know what to do. I po not want to, go was an anonymous teacher, somebody who was content 
to the movies; I do not like them. I am a 'Christian, and to be unlmown, to do good by 'stealth. You know I¥!me 
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people wani to advertise everything they do. But some: 
,ody, maybe this little girl's 'mother, taught her, but no­

b.ody ~OWIf who it was. Well, you te~'Chers-jiist that 
lIttle word for you. It may be that in years to come 
some of these scholars will not even remember your 
name, I do not know. But you do all the' 'good' you can, 
and teach them about the Lord Jesus - and it will not 
make any d·ifference Whether you ar~ remembered or 
not, as long as they rem~mber what you taught them. 

that he would recovetJ!im of his leprosy." Do you think 
you have to go to college, and learn a great deal, before 
you can testify for the Lord ~ Not a bit of it. The more 
you learn tne hetter, of course, but you can tell what 
Jesus has done for you, can't ~ou? 

I reDl:ember reading of. a man in an English village. 
whom the Lord sa~~ in a wonderful way.- And he began 
to preach'~ the vIllag~ts. He gathered, lit1)e' companies 
first of all In the houses, and, then in ·a larger" place and 
then after a wlhile the Vicar of the village 'calle-d him .to 
task. 'H~ said, "Now you are not in Holy Orders and 
you are' not qualified to preach; you ought not to be 
doing ·that." "Well," 'said the man, "maybe not, 'but you 
know the Lord Jesus saved me." "I'm glad to know that," 
said the Vi'Car. "Then there would not be any' harm in 
my telling a neighbour that I am saved, would there?" 
"0 no,'~ he said, "there would not be any harm in that." 
"Well," he said, "if I had two or three neighbours to-

I have told you the story of the eonyersion of the great 
Spurgeon~how' on a wet '!=Junday morning he was con­
verted in a little Methodist··Chapel. 'l'he regular minister 
was not there, aI!d there was a lay preacher who did not 
know anything but his text. 'Spurgeon used to say he 
was glad he did not,' because he just' shouted his, text at 
him all the .morning. The Lord 'blessed it, and led. that 
young lado, who became the greatest preacher of all time 
to know Christ. Well, you know they 'tried to find out 
who that ~ay preacher WIlS.. I have read all sorts of 
guesses as to who preached tJbat Sunday" morning and 
shouted the text. But they have never been able. to 'i'dEm­
tify the fttan who. preached that wet'Sunday morning in 

. gether would it .~ wrong for me to tell them that?" 
He said, "No, no." Then he said; "If I could get alYthe 
neighbours together and tell 'them that, would there he 
any wrong in that ?I" . "No," -said· the Vicar. He said. , 
"Well supposing I. could get the whole village together, ' 
and tell them how the.lJord Jesu's saved me. Would there 
be any harm. in that?" And the Vicar had to say, "No.'" 
I do not think there would. That is. just what the "Lord 
Jesus wants us to do .. 

I heard General Booth once-I heard him only once I 

. such a way that that lad who became the world',s ·greatest 
preacher was converted. But I will tell you it is known 
all right. I will tell you where. that is known-it is 
w~itten in 'God's books. And som~ day when God opens· 
HIS books, 'Spurgeon will be there, and the 'countless 
thousands who were led to 'Christ through hi's ministry 
his oral testimony, andl hi-s printed sermons, and ther~ 
will 'be. a ,man whom the world never honoured and 'he 
will be picked ~ut. The Lord Jesus ·will say, '''T,here is 
the man who gave a cu'p of cold water in the name of a 
disciple. .~ am going ·to'see to it that he 'does not lose 

. his. reward." Oh, it will be a great day when all the 
Sunday School teachers eome home before the Lord and 
all the. other peo'p1e who have just forgotten them~lves 
and- tried to serve the lJord. The Lord- bas taken account 
of it, and it is writtl}n down in His book, and when He 
comes to reward His servants, if you have done anything 

-in Hi-s Name 'He will not forget you. 

II. 
Now WHAT . WAS IT THIS LITTLE. GIRL S:AID?' Just 

listen. Her master was cOmmandel' in chief of the armies 
of the king of 'Syria, and be was a great man~ with his 
master. He was 'highly honoured by th~ king and all the 
~ple because !he had led 'the. armies successfully in 
many a battle, and had won many victories. . He was a 
great man, whOse name was praised by everybody,. but-

, think in my life. But there was one thing I did not agree 
with him on, or with the Salvation Army, and that wa& 
that tliey would have anybody to ta:ke the chair when' 
the 'General came. And on this occasion they had a man 
in the chair, because the 'General was there, who was 
anything but a ,Christi~, and everybody in the city knew 
he was not a -Christian, and .very .far removed from it. 
I reme~ber the General's saying, "Why s'h<lUldn't you. 
preach? And why shouldn't you preach? And why 
shouldn't you prea'Ch? Why shouldn't we all preach?" 
Then he turned around to the chairman, ,and he said, 
"And why shouJd.n't you preach sir?~' It was, a little Em1-
'barras~ng for him, because everybodY knew that he 
'hadn't anything to· prea& a'bout. But that 'is what we 
all ought to be doing, who know the Lord Jesus. . 

ou kn~w the story-the poorman was a leper. He ha.d 
conquered otb'ers, but he could not conquer the leprosy 
that was eating out bis life. You know there are good 
people like that,' good people in m:p1Y way-s outwardly, 
people who have done a lot of noteworthy things; and yet 
they are sinners, and they need the ministry of Jesus. 
For Elisha was 3ust a type, a prophecy really, of the 
!-ord J·esus :Himself. And so when this little girl heard 
that her master.had the leprosy she was not angry. She 
might have 'been bitter, and s,he might ~have· said, "Why 
did he carry 'me away from home, away from my father' 
and mother?" But no, she kn·ew the Lord, and so she 
loved anybody that needed the Lord's help. ,'So one day', 
she said to her mistress, as 'she was waiting ~n Naaman's 
wife, "I wish my lord the ·great general could go to 
S~maria ?" "Why what for?" perhaps her mistress said. 

·She said, ''Why there is a great prophet there. He is a 
....... prophet of Jehov~, and if ne would go there I am sure 

I do not )crtow' that this little girl eyer went to any 
Bible 'College, she, never had any special training. But 
she kn~w there was a prophet in Samaria, and she kne:w 
that he had power from God, and she knew that he could 
heal the leper. 'So she told the story. You -have read the 
rest of the story this morning 9f 'how Naaman went, and 
how at last he did as he, was told, and dipped seven times 
in Jordan, and his fleBlh became clean as that of a little 
child. 

I have sometimes wondered what happened when N aa­
man came home. When he greeted 'his wife she looked 
at him, and she sard, "Why you are elean, you are whole; 
you are not a leper any more:" "No dear,' I am Qot a 
leper any more." I wonder whether Naaman went into 
,"e kitchen, or wherever sne was, to look up that little 

maid, and say to her, "Ob, I am so thankful you ·told 
me about the prophet in Samaria." But whether he did 
or not, let us ,do the best we can to tell to all around 
what a dear ·Saviour we have found. Then we shall be' 
used of God to bring the Naam'ans to Ghrist. I am sure 
that little ,girl must have been very happy when her 
master came home cleansed of his leprosy. 

Do you kno,,: what i have tried to 'do this morning? I 
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have tried to tell a simple story as simply as I could to 
make everybody in this house think: "Well I am not a 
preacher, but I can do just as well as the preacher did 
this mol"ning." Don't you feel that way? Couldn't anyone 
of you come up here to this pulpit, and if you could over-. 
come·your timidity, couldn't you have told the story jUlit 
as well as 1 di<J·~ Of course you could. That is what I 
want you to do. And that is wh¥ I hav.e told it in this 
simple f~hion. I want you t;o go everywhere telling about 

TH·E GR·EAT 

the Lord Jesus, and leading others to Christ. Let us ask 
Him to Dtelp us so to do.- Let 1,lS pray'. 1 - . . . 

We thank Thee, 0 Lord, that Thou hast been pleased tEl 
save so many of us; that Thou ·hast put us· in trust with 
the gospel, and that 'l'hou hast made us to know what a 
great Saviour Jesus is. We thank Thee that so many of the 
boys and girls here know this, and know it just as well as 
some of the older ones, 'because they have experienced His 
grace. Oh, ma.y the Spirit'. of God possess .every one of them, 
so .that they WIll go and tell others What a dear Saviour they 
have found. We ask it in His. Name, Amen. 

Chap~ Seventeen in the Ilistory ot" the ~atde for the Bible Among 
. .Baptists of Ontario and Quebec: .. . 

By Dr. T. T. Shields 

ABOUT DEACONS AND THEIR FAMILIES·· 

ANYONE having an experience of the. difficulty of 
keeping a church choir in its place will know that, 

though by the unanimous vote of the church, control of 
the whole situation had been put in the Pastor's hands, 
the choir were not thereby converted to a h8lPPY accept­
ance of the new order of things. 
. For the ·information of our readellS who have never 
been in Jarvis Street Ohurch we had better ~lain that 
the choir arrangement in J·arvis 'Street was -somewhat dif­
ferent from that obtaining· in most .churches. The choir' 
faced the congregation, 6'e~ted in circular seats, between 
the pulpit and the congregation; so· that, however simply· 
he might preaC'h, the Pastor had of necessity, physically 
a·t least, to preach over the heads of' the C'hoir I . 

Our readers may readily 'understand that a oompan:y 
of musicians thus compelled to submit to another author­
ity tJhan their own will, would neither feel, nor appear to 
others to be, particularly ag·ree8lh1e to the new arrange­
ment. 

Absw-d Methods in Church Work 
Wading through the minutes, both of the Deacons' 

Board ·and of the church, recording the transactions of 
~his perio", has not been a pleasant task.· ,More and 
more deeply I have been [mpressed . with the absurdity of 
the methods by which it was endeavoured to carryon the 
Lord's work. It was very much like appointing a .com­
mittee of three to get gas fOor the e'ar,and' another com­
mitt~e of three to ;put oil in the car, with separate com­
mittees to inflate ea.clh of the four wheels, and an extra­
ordinary committee for .the spare tire-and last of all, 
a very special committee of about five people to sit in 
the driver's seat,. and drive the car! No .insurance com­
pany in the world would accept· the.risk that such an 
arrangement would ~nvolve. . 

. . But that .is scarcely an ·exaggeration of the way in 
which ~t is attempted in many churChes to do the Lord's 
work. The difficulties are only accentuated when, as is 
frequently the case·, the 'Various tire committees, and the 
gas .committee, and the oil committee, have all failed to 
do their duty-and the only committee ready to fulfil its 
responsibilities when the. scheduled hour for the startin,g 
of the·oox arrives, ·is the ·commit~e 00: ·five d·rivellS! ~ut 
alas I alas! ·tJhe tires are.flat, the gas-tank is empty, and. 
there is no oil for lubrication. ~otwith8tanding, at its 
annual meeting the Clhurch "reported progress". 

The minutes, though an account of .serious transac­
tions, and a record of the consumpti9n of weeks of ti-me, 
and the atory of 'the action of full grown men who 
were far from being stupid in the conduct of their own 
business, if ,read through common-sense glasses are 
abou~ as full of real comedy as the pages· of Punch I ~ One 
rises from the .reading of suCh minutes with a deepened 
conviction of the divine·Clharacter of a 'Christian church 
for the reason that no other institution in the world could 
survive such ridiculous treatment:·'" . 

. What is the explanatio~?· ]s it nOlt tihat ·the Lord's 
business differs from all other, sorts· of business? And 
that men, who are lead-eM in the marketplace, if they be· 
but babes in spiritual stature, when tihey turn· their at­
tention to· the l.()rd's business, act like little children in­
stead· of like fullg·rown men? A man with no more 
ability to make money than is ipossessed ,by.one in· middle 
life who has never been able to get beyond some men'wl 
task, but who spiritually has walked with God and grown 
to the stature of a man in. Christ Jesus, is worth im­
measurably more as a CihurCh administrator than the 
keenest businessman who, SoPiritually, is but a babe. 

There will be no· difficulty with anyone of experienc~ 
in church affairs in understanding that if the adjustment 
of the choir's relation to thl'l public services did not in­
volve, an ecclesiastical surgical operation, it at least neces­
sitated very drastic medical treatment; and the period 
of conv.alescence may be· almost .as extended in the lattel 

.case as iJ.l the former. ... 
One of the issues of the choir matter was. the resig­

nation of my first 818sociate. He was a splendid man in 
many r~pects, '818 I have alr:eadi said; and' had been far 
more critical of the choir than· I had ever been. Not­
withstanding, . in the crisis ·he failed to stand with me 
with the result that I found· it neceSsary. to inform hi~ 
that a dissolutiQn of our partJ.lership was inevitable. The 
mere mention of ~e of thes~. matters recalls very 

. v~vidlr ·the grief r felt at'the time .. Notwithstanding, 
I am persuaded that .many a promising work :has ibeen 
wrecked, and many a minister's u·~fulness permaneritly 
cl"ippl~ by the want·of.r:e~lution in· times of emel1gency. 

. During this .. year-:-the year 1920-my d~r frie~ds, 
Rev.C. M. Carew and 'his wife,·.also left·us. Mr. Carew 
accepted a call to the .F~nelon Falls: Baptist· Church, til 
the pastorate. of whiCh· churCh ·he ·oonUiiuM ·until he was 
called to higher service in 1934. .But never in all the 

,. 



. March 12. 1953 THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE (741)' 5 

years' of our acquain11a.nce, when he was my neighbour 
in London, my associate in Jarvis Street, or through the 
years in 'which he served in Fenelon Falls, during which 

. Ume he was invariably my guest when in Toronto, was . 
th_ere one moment's ripple on the surface of our fellow­
ship. ' 

Undercurrents of Opposition 
All· through the year 1920 one could' feel an under­

'current of opposition set in operation largely Iby the 
winds that had been generated by the heat of the O~tawa 
Convention. 

I would not have it . understood, . however, that the up­
heaval of 1921, toward which now in this narrative I am 
progressing, was whoUy due to influences from without 
the church. The upheaval was largely due to denomina­
tional influence, 'but nOt exclusively. So far as I am 
aware, the testimony of the Jarvis Street pulpit to..clay 
~s exactly Wlbat 'it has been throughout the years of my 
pastorate. From the beginning; I determined' to know 
nothing 'here "save J-esus Christ, and 'him cruei1,ied"; and 
so far 'as I am aware, I have never at any time departed 
from that resolution. 

There were in the Jarvis Street of th'at day many 
Christi'ans who had had a very rich experience of the 
grace of God, and who Were absolutely loyal to the gospel. 
That WiaS true of many who had already been long in 
the membership of Jarv.ie Street',Church when I became 
<its ,Pastor in May, 1910. But J'arvi,s Street' was looked 
upon as an eminently respectable congregation. There. 
were many in its membership whose positions in business 
and professional life, in the view of worldly people at 
least, gave the church 18. certain standing .. That being' 
so, no eacri,fice was involved -in joining the church. On 
the contrary, it was rather ~ mark of respectability. 

Thus many young people .had come into the member­
sbilp of Jarvis Street Church very much is others'become 
members of the Anglican Church at ·Confirmation. I am 
happy to say that Jarvis ,Street Church was 'always' strict 
enough in its discipline of members who walked in an 
outwardly d~sor~erly. way. Hence we had no members 
who were not qUIte respectable. But· we had many mem­
'bers who were worldly-minded, and were not spiritual. 
. A biblical ministry gradually attracted another quality 
of life: Many peop1e who have come into the member­
ship of the church :have ,said in' effect: "We want you to 
understand that we are not 'attracted here by the­
churCh's standing, nor by the choir's performance. In­
deed, thereSJl"E! some things in Jarvis Street which we 
merely endure; but we have come oec8iuse we want to sit 
under a biblical ministry." 

I would have my ministerial brethren carefully to ob­
serve· what I now write. It is seldom possible to reform, 
overnig.ht, an old established church. The minister who 
would lead his church ~n an endeavour to realize the New 
Testament pattern of a church, must be prepared to_ 
"let patience halVe her perfect . !Work" . Sometlml!8. my 
brethren are di!tpOsedto think of. me as 'one 'who went 
into 'an ecclesiastical forest with a broadax. and lbegaJ' 
immediately chopping'down the taU trees. Nothing could 
be farther from ·the truth. I had to wait eleven years 
for my full liberty as 18. preacher of the ·go&~el. 

, "Bringing Up Father" . 
A number of those years were no~ unh8lPPY year.s by 

any means. The older members of the church were not 
inhospitable towards the doctrines of the gospel. ·But in 

. ten .years,· boys' and rirls" became men .and women, and 
• I ,.' :. 

in some families it became a case of "bringing up father". 
I may give a si~gle example. . 

T:here was a 'gentleman who was a particular friend of 
mine. He had begun life in a ·humble way, having been 
a' journeyman mechan~c. ·But' his native ability had 
made him the head of a large contracting firm, and a 
man. of considerable substance. When I knew him fi'rat 
he expatiated often on the admirable qualities of. Dr. 
Thomas, declaring that, ·in the membership of Jarvis -
Street, Dr. Thomas was perfectly obliV'i~us to a person's 
social standing; that ·1Jhe poorest person in. the congrega­
tion was just as much to Mm as the wealthiest. And he 
insisted tha-t that should Ibe the attitude, not only of the . 
Pastor, but fYf. all members of al ChrisU~n church, toward 
all other members. With which sentiment, I hope I 
sC'arcely need say, I was in cordial ag.reement. 

This man told me of an occasion when someone tele­
phoned him, 'and expressed deep interest in his family 
aff'll!irs, enquiring aJbout. the health of his wife;' and when 
·he inform~ him that al1 were well, his wife in par­
ticular, ·it dawned .upon the man at the other end of 
the telephone that he 1'Vas speaking to the wrong man. 
There was another man in the membership of the same 
name, but having different initials; and tile enquirer 
supposed .he was speaking with the other man, who at 
that time occupied a much more prominent "position in 

-life than my friend. As scion as the mi·stake WiaS dis­
covered, the receiver was hung·up. 

But in a very few years I saw that man's. attitude 
so compl.etel:y changed that once in a Deacon's meeting: 
when the question of the election of Deacons at the ap­
proaching Annual Meetiil'g was being considered,' this 
'brother, who had been proud of his plebian rank, ex­
pressed the view that no man should 'be cons'idered as 
eligi,ble for. the .Di·aconate of Jarvis Street Church until 
he had attained a certain social.standing. I could scarce ... 
ly believe my ears-but there was no mistake about what 
he said. . Nor was that changed attitude a reflection of 
t.he attitude of his wife, a splendid Christian woman who 
never lost her head. But I readily discerned that the 
voice was an echo of his socially ambitious daughter. 

The Reason for Scriptural Standards 
I learned, particularly in the years 1920 and 1921, why 

the 'Scripture sets up such a standard by which to -
measure the Deacons of the church. Here it is : 

"Likewise must the deacons be grave, not double­
tongued; not ·given to much wine, not greedy of fiithy' 
lucre; holding the mystery of the faith in a pure con­
science. And let these also first be proved; then let· 
them use the office of a deacon, being ,found blameless. 
Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, 
sober, fBJithfu} in al'l things. Let the deacons be t'he 
husbands of one wife, ruiing their children 'and their' 
own 'houses well. For they that 'have used the office of . 
a deacon well purchase to themselves .a 'good degree, 
and great boldness in the fai,th which' is in ChrllJt 
Jesus." . 
It is to be observed that the Deacons mu.st "rule their 

cMldren and their own houses well". Since our revolu­
tion in 1921, we have been very careful about thf8mat­
ter, and when Deacons ~re being elected I always read 
the verses quoted 81bove, for the church's di,rection; and 
never fail to point out that, ihowever godly a man may be, 
however spiritually-minded, if ·he .. is not master in his 

HAVE YOU ANSWERED THE EDITOR'S 
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. . 
own house, he ts not ,fit·to be a Deaeon. Otherwise,· a 
church may discover that, haV'ing ele~ted a man for what 
he is iiI" himse1f, to the office of Deacon, his oourse is 
being directed by his wPfe' 'and family at home. There­
fore, without.wpology or adornment-or euphemistic dis­
guise, I boldly and frankly announce, "If you know ·that 
anyone among the nominees is ruled 'by his wife or 
family, don't vote for him ·as a deacon." 

That became very evident in Jarvis ;Street'in the years 
1920 and 1921. Not in respect to the Deacon to whom 
I have referred, for he had already passed to his rewarq; 
but his children remained, and s'howed nothing of their 
father's spiritual quality. 

-, . 
is easy to win at any game if one violates all the rules. 
A man of only .mediocre mentality may easily fQrce him­
self into prominence if he. be devoid of conscience. Such 
a man was the one of whom I speak. 

·The Pastor'WlaS ex-officio a member of'sUl committees, 
and was therefore entitled to -know when a meeting. was 
to be held. This man foreed his- way -into the 'Cha;irman­
shtp of the F.inance Committee-not even by clever 
manipulation, . but .by violating all the l'Iules of decency.· 
I discovered he had man·aged. to get a meeting cailed on . 
an .evening.·when many of ·the Committee would be en­
gaged, but" 'When ,his henchmen would be free. He had 
an official notice sent to all hils particular frien'ds a week " 
in ·adViance. while the others received their notice by mail 

The Influence of McMaster's Modernism . only op.· the ~vep.ing of the JIleeting, when, ·returning fr()m 
There were some young -men in,-the membel'lship of business, they wOuld r~eive the notice not more than 

J'arvis Street Church :who were gr·aduates of McM·aster about two hour.s before the meeting was to be convened. 
University. I remember what a great disappointment I ·set this out h~re to 'show my brother-ministers how 
they were.· I had often heard the representatives ~f necessary it is for the Pastor to ik,eep al1 the activities of 
McMaster speak of the advantages of what tJ.1ey were hi,s church, and ·all its committees, constantly :in. v:iew. 
llieased to call a ·"Christian education", particularly The 'betrayer of the Lord Jesus was the treasurer of the 
emphasizing th~ vahie of. having in. small communities, oand of disciples. And it has often hiappened th;at when 
c:lS well as in Iarger ones-but particularly in small ones- the devil ,has failed to· plant a stick of dynamite in the 
teachers, and lawyers, and doctors, Who had received their choir-room, he has succeeded in placing it in the treas­
Arts training in 'a Baptist IUniversity. Before I had had urer's office. From this eX!perienc;e also I have learned a 
experience in the matter, I heartily 'agreed with their lesson.: ,since that 'time we h'ave sought for a treasurer, 
argu,mentis. _ . . . . not merely a man who was accustomed to the handling of 

B-dt I came to know Itiany churches rwhich had ·gradu- financial matters, but we have sought for him among 
ates of .McMaster University in their membership, and I those whose godliness was beyond question. On the basis 
discovered that the modernistic influence of McMaster of my own experience there:(ore, I would suggest to my 
was expressed not only through its theological ·graduates, _ ministeri·a1 brethren that if they have a Judas, or 'a near­
and as I think of the churches now whose record I have Judas, or anyone related to him, in the church, to see to jot 
passed under review, I can recall but a very few non- that such an one is· never- admitted to the Choir, elected 
mfnisterial Arts graduates of McMaster-and they were 'oa; meml?er of the Finance Commj.ttee-if you still have 
g,raduated during the early years of that .insti1mtion- stich an encumbrance-orappointed - treasurer of the 

t who we~e not a distinct handicap to the spiritual progress ·church~ -' . 
of 'the ~hurch they elected to join. I think of one church Clusters. of Eshcol 
that 'had in its membel'lShip twelve or thirteen of thept, 
and fr{)IID my O'bservation of the quality of their reli.gious 
life-Iwill not cal1 it',spiritual-I should think they were 
enough to sink any ecclesiastical ship that could be 
'launched. _ 

. At the inaug:uration of the· church, recorded in the 
second chapter .of Acts, it is sai~ "And suddenly 'there 
came ,a sound fr{)m ;heaven as of a" r.UJSh~n.g mi'ghty wind, 
arid it filled all the house 'where lIhey were sitting." 
The Spirit of' God provided the very atmosphere of that 

A .J!ifth Columnist at Work . . upper .room, .filling not only the people, but the house 
Only one ·McMaster graduate was in the habit of aV as well. No1;hiJ)g less than the condition there desedbed 

tending prayer-meeting. I have refer·red to .him in an. is the priv"ilege alike of the individual be1iever and of 
earlier cha.pter. He was not marked by speci·al ability the collection of believers known as a church. It is 
in 'any direction. He w.as once p<>minated for a Deacon said that He b'as "raised us up together;~and }Dade. us 
by sonie irresponsilble pel'lson, and I recall the late Deacon s-it together in ,heavenly places in Christ Jesus". . 
Ryrie's'- coming to me in the Chair and saying,- "Some- The atmosphere of the "heavenly place'S'" . should ever 
thing must be done to pr~vent his electio"{l, for by :his . pervade the ,house ~erein the people of God worship. 
shirking of every duty during the war, he has ~orfeited Indeed, just as a diver, far below the surfa.ce~ of the 
the respect of.every man in the church.". . water,-.Ibreathes the atmospher.e sent down-,to him from 

But this' man became very active in parts of the above, so believers are eyen here '-and now citizens of 
church's activities. When the Nazis wanted to burn the the heavenly country, whose privilege' it is to receive 
Reich-stag, they used 'a ,halfwit whom they could charge tr.eir ~piritu·a1 sUippli~s from above. 
with incendiarism. The man I re~er to was never ch'arged We 'have C'arefully perused the pages of -the minute­
by anybody ·with' incendiarism, but in other respects the . boO'k O'f tbe Finance Committee, which' records the op­
analO'gy is nO't whO'lly inappr()priate~ He. ·with others of erations of a body dominated' by that carnal element 
his kind, were put on the Finance Com~ittee. It was a whieh was being led 'by the tool of McM.aster University. 
practice in those days, that if thert! was any·one in the I have been" most interested in observing the positively 
church who was as dead as the,mummy o;f-.Rameses, and s'atanic ingem,1ity c:lispIayed 'by men.5vh~ ol;>viously were 
hence gO'od for nothing, they pul him on the Finance devoid of. an "e~erience of divine grace, but were the 

. ·Committee to' "·conserve .his -business ability" for t~e willing instruments of "th'atspirit w:hich now worketh 
·church! . . . . in the children of disobedience". - . 

This man· to . whom I ·refer was not clever. but -was un-;- How imperative it 'is that the chufuh ,should recognize 
scrupulous; and was just dull enough to feel oompli-· the absolute necessity of committing "its business ,affairs 
mented when people of ,position -paid him ·attention. It to ~en of definite}y smritual qlUalities! .. It does not fol-

- , 
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IDW that because a man is fairly succes'sful in business thrDughout the ConventiDn ter-ritory, fDr the purpose Df 
Dr prDfessional life, he is therefDre pDs'sessed Df such deepening the spiritual life Df the churches. A cDnference 
qu'alities as wiU make him a useful administratDr in the Dn ev~ngelism. was ,held, in Jarvis Street Church, and there 
affairs Df a Christian church: " seemed to' be a prDmise' Df definite spiritual blessing.' Ar-

Perusing these minutes, I have nDted bDth with grati- rangements fDr these cDnferences included, Df CDurse, the 
tucj.e and with ,grief the name of Dne man PDssessed of selectiDn Df certain speakers. I was assigned to' the CDn­
qualities that were truly, princely; and who might have duct of three cDnferences .• 
Ibeen a leader' and cDmmander of the :peDple but fDr his A'lthDUgh I had sraid nDthing abDUt it; in my Dwn 
evident lack Df resDlutiDn. He -was a great-hearted ,iIIlan, mind I had set my ,heart upDn having Dne Df my own 
Df nDble impulses, W.hD had never deliberate1y led anYDne DeaCDns accDmpany ·me. SeldDm have I met a man to' 
astray, but whO' failed tD·lead peDple aright, fD,r want whDm my affectiDns were drawn Dut, as to' him. We 
Df the quality Df determinatiDn that wDuld enable him became quite close cDmpaniDns, 'and fDr a gDDd while, if 
uncDmprDmisingly, frankly, and ,finally to' say Yes or NO', we did nDt walk to the hDuse of GDd in company, we 
as cDnsideratiDns Df righteousness and truth might frequently walked frDm it; and s'pent many a Sunday 
require. evening after service tDgetibe'r. ' . 

ThrDughDut the year 1920 I lived as a iIIlan in nDNnal I have alreadY, in this stDry, referred to' our intimate 
health suff~ring frDm a tDDthache which made existence associatiDn. He was a man Df decided spil"itual capacity, . 
little less than a 'prD1Dnged tDrture. The bad tDDth was and I recall Dne !Sunday evening when he prayed most 
the McMaster representative whO' had wDrmed his way ~arnestly in the prayer-meeting held before the service: 
intO' the Finance CDmmittee, and whose operatiDns were and then, with three Dr fDUr Dthers, as I went to' my 
designed to' keep the financial nerv:e Df the church Dpen ,pulpit, .repaired to the vestry and Rpent the whDle time 

, and under cons£"ant irritation~ with the evident intentiDn Df the preaching service with thelle men befDre God 
. Df giving as -much pain as pDssible. upDn . his knees, ,pleading fDr "God's jblessing u,pDn the 

WDrd. as it was preached. That evening there were 
No Financial Problems several cDnfessiDns Df fai~. In the 'after-meeting fDI-. 

'Jarvis Street had nO' ,financial problem. Its financial IDwing, he 'prayed again; and I recall wi,th what 'thank­
reSDurces were adequate to meet every need of the fulness I pra:ised God fDr h:is fellDwship. 
church. Th.e B. D. ThDmas Hall, a name which, withDut Wihen the cDnferences fDr the deepening Df spiritual 

· ,suggestion, I had given it, hruf remained unfinished fDr life were pIanned, it was my desire that thi-s brDther 
nearly ,seven years. Nearly thirty thDusand dDllars Df SihDUld aC:CDmpany me, and I was delighted when I dis­
unpaid subscriptions were Dn the bDDks Df the Building cDvered that the desire was mutual.· It was arranged 
Fund ,Secretary. These YDUng men W.hD, j'Udged:by any therefDre that we should gO' together, 'and the :plan re-

· siJand'ard of Ohristian' use:f.ulness, eDuld be likened to' qu~ed us to' speak in twO' ,ontariO' cities and' in a 
· nDthing better than eccles~astica1 iJI)DsquitDes, suddenly large industrial town. 'There were to be twO' meetings 

develDped a concern fDr the 'cDmpletiDn Df this building, in each place, "afiternoon 'and evening. 
,for the sake of tibe memDry Df the man whDse name it It was in the midst Df winter, when the temperatu·re 
bDre. ' was near to' zerO'. We had 'a gDod warm meeting in the 

We ·find minutes, tDD, proposing the increase Df the 'afternoon, at which bDth my friend '8nd I gave addresses. 
Office Secretary'f\-salary,. 'a woman, whO' later prDved But there was nO' Dutward manifestatiDn Df anything' 
:herself tD- be a not very distant relative of IscariDt. DUt Df the Drdinary having been aCcDmplished. , 
These young 'men became :suddenly cDncerned Dver' the 
salary Df the caretaker of that time, and prDposed an A Deacon :with a Burden for His Church 
increase; and an increase fDr the caretaker Df the Par- ~ere let me intrDduce a ,parenthesis in my- story, and 
Uament Street Branch. While ,publicJy cDmplaining Df fDr that ,purpDse, I must retrace my steps by several 

'financial stl'aitnes's, in committee they were CDnStantly mDnths. At the close Df a Sunday evening service a 
maneuvering to create a deficit, and1Jreci.pitate a ·finanCial gentleman 'introduced 'himself· to' me, and said 'he 'had 

. crisis. The atmDsphere of the minute-book Df the Fi- CDme frDm a city abDut t)\"o hundred miles away, fDr the 
nance -CDmmittee Df that day has nDthing in CDmmDn 'ipUl'lPOse Df seeing me. He 'had been present at bDth ser~ 
with' the atmDsphere Df the upper rDDm,' but breathes vices, but thDught it wise, nDt to' intrude until the day's 

· the enmity Df the sel"Pent fDr the Seed Df the' WDman. wDrk was dDne. He came to the vestry, and we remained 
Ministers whO' stil1 have to' endure ,such "assistance" in ,cDnference and'prayer until Dne or twO' o'clock"in the 

and "'service" and,' "help" as may be represented by a mDrn'ing.. 
carnally-minded Finance Committee have ,my prDfDundest . This man tDld me 'he was a DeacDn 'Df the Baptist 

'sympathy. There cDuld nDt be fDund, wealth enDug:h in church in the city' where' he lived, and that, his fellDw-
the wDrld .to' compensate me fDr even a' year's endurance DeacDns were ,all fine men, 'but they were abDut equally 
Df such humiliating stings 'as marked my experience Df divided on spiritual matters.' He said half Df the DeacDns ' 
1920. I. wDuld, nDt liken thDse r,esponsi'ble to jungle desired to' see the church spiritually aggressive, and 
beasts-that wDuld necessitate an apolDgy to' the whlJleathrDb with the power Df the Holy· GhDSt, but that the 
animal world. T,hey were rather like the mosquitDes of Dthers were cDntent with a respectable wDrldiness. "Many 
a swamp, generating yeI1Dw Dr typhus fever; Individuallv Df tpeir members, he said" were fDnd Df card-playing, and 
insignificant; collectively they possessed the pDwer to' had their. little dancing parties, and saw;.,nD inconsistency 
infect a multitude with their deadly pDisDn. in being fDund frequently at the~theatre. •. 

. .' 
Conferences for Deepening Spiritual Life 

In the early part Df 1921, the Executive of the FDr~ 
ward ·MDvement Committee of the CDnventiDn propDsed to' 
follDW up the financial campaign by hDlding ~Dnferencei:l 

I had, years befDre~ preaclJ.ed in that ch~rch,' 'and had 
been the guest of a mem~e'r who was a civic Dffidal,'whom 
I ,felt was a very excellent. man; 'lnd, it seemed to me 
that he a.nd his wife would be decided assets to' any 
ohurch. Enquiring a.~ to tbda man, the Deacon told 'me 

\ 
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that he was all I supposed him to :be as a fine gentleman,' he had been on the outside of ,the influence of that 
but that he was one of the worldly-minded Deacons who service. The dew-fall seemed to have been quite generai, 
seemed to have but little interest in spiritual things. I but it appeared to me, hy the tone and attitude in which 
was 'surprised to learn. this, and felt certain there must the closing hymn was ann0ll:nced-and announced as '''the 
have been a iieterioration in his splritua1 state from the closing hymn"-that. the minister had remained as dry 
state in which I had ,found him when Ihis guest years ' as Gideon's fleece amidst the prevailing moisture. 

. ibefore. ,.' \ During the singing of the ·first verse, I turned 'to the 
The visiting Deacon told me that some of the Deacons minister and said," "I do not think we should close at this 

felt something ought to be done to bring about·a better point. ,Have' I your permi'ssion to make an. appeal 1" 
cond,ition of affairs, but that some of them feared that Permission was ,readily granted. I made an appeal, and 
a better condition could never 'be effected under the said to the brethren th'at I believed there was a decided 
leadership of their then Pastor. Immediately I was on ,advantage, when the Lord c&lQle thus in ipOwer and gave 
the alert, for I knew too well the tendency always to lay IUS a desire for better things, in our openly declaring our­
the res.ponsibility for any want of .progress utpon the selves. I then aJPpealed to Mhiiaters and Deacons, and 
minister; and the further tendency of thinking every- all present, if ,they felt IGod'S call to a deeper consecra­
thing could be bettered by a change of ,pastors, instead tion; to leave their seats and come forward and say so. 
of recognizing that what .the chi\lrch needed was a change In the congregation I saw the friend whose guest I 
of attitude toward God, and a genuine spiritual revival. had bee~, and who had been described to me as one of 

Asked as' to my advice,. I only entreated my new ac- the worldly Deacons. 'He w,Mspered to his wife, and ' 
quaintance not to allow anyone to fore~ him to any under- they immediately left their seats and wa1ked up to .the 
handed action, but that if things were really as they ap- front, and without invitation, knelt before the platform, 
peared to him, 'to return to his city, and at the next fuU the Deacon putting his' arm about his !fife's 'shouldel1S as 
.me·eting of Pastor and Deacons, to raise the question, they knelt to pray. My Deacon-friend, deeply ~oved, 
and assume his own share of responsibility, and in a ,and with tears i\lpon his cheeks, stepped down from the 
kind and brotherly way exhort his' brother"'Deacons, and platform-it was only about eighteen inches high-and 
:his minister too if need be, definitely to seek a spiritual knelt beside the' Deacon, putting his arm upon his 
revival. ' shoulder. Then the :procession started-Ministe~s and 

We ·prayed together, and at 'an early hour in the morn- Deacons came forward until there was a great company­
ing, parted company. I received 'no report from him, and I 'would not d'are to say how many-on their knees be­
do not know to this day what further eourse he took. But fore God. I can only add that we contini\led with con­
Winen the arrangements were made for these conferences fessi-ons, and .petitions, and praises, until long ,past the 
to which I have referred, I was delighted to discover that midn-ig.ht hour. We sang the Doxology together, and 
the first church we were to visit was th~ church of which bowed as a closing prayer wl\S offered, leaving the place 
this friend had spoken. And' now r' must resume the . feeling that God ha,d visited His !people. 

, account of ,the evening 'meeting. 
A Further Visitation From God. 

When the Heavenly Dew Falls The next morning we journeyed to' our next appoint-
T'he fin;t address was delivered by my friend and ment. T,he afternoon meeting was largely attended; 

Deacon, and I recall distinctly the trend of his speech. and we had another ti.me ,of blessinlr." The same or4er 
Particularly he referred to the spiritual requirements was followed, a:nd in the evening my friend and Deacon 
set out in the scri'ptural standard of wh'at a Deacon ought gave the same aJddress, with some additions. . 
to be. He said, among other thing,s, "When I read that, Among other things, he said this in effect: "Last even­
I have only sympathy and profound respect for the' man ing ,my Pastor spoke very stro:p.gly in our m,eeting in 
Who, facing, tJh:at requirement, should say, 'The s1Jandard . such a city; and among other things emphasized the im­
is ,a very high one; I am compelled to 'acknow'ledge I have porlance of bringing everything u.nder the direction of 
not attained to it, and'therefore I oUg'ht not to be elected the Holy Spirit. He said that, though Pastor of a 
a Deacon "of a chiure~.~ But there. is one man whom. I dhur,chj with large financial oblig'!l-tions, he would ra~her 
respect even more hlg'hIy, and he lIS the man' who WIll . have the' finances of his church in the hands of crossmg­
say, 'It is a ,:>~blical sta!ldard to whi?h.I ac~nowl~dge I sweepers and scavengers, who had not a dollar to their 
naye not attamed; but, masmuch as It IS wrItten m the name 'and who knew nothing 8!bout business, but who 
W'0r? of God, I can only conclude it ~ not impossible of were 'spiritual men, living i!l dai~y fellowship ~i~h ~d.' 
attamment. T.herefore, though I- am n~t that man, I 'a~ than he would have them 1D the hands of mIllIonaIres 
resol'Ved that, by the grace of God, I wIll be that man If who were only nominal ChristialliS.'" Then, he added, "I 
lam elec~ed 'as a Deacon'." " hope he will repeat that part of his address this even-
, The addre~s manifest1y !p~uced. a pr?fou~d effect. ing, with the s'arne' emphasis." . . 
I.,.followed' WIth an address m keepmg WIth h~s,. and I, Here I may interj.ect that that ,message fell hke a 
felt that th~ pres~nct:! an? power of the Holy SPIrIt were sledge.Jhammer utpon that comPany of me?, because:, they 
there. W,hIlethls partIcular church ,ha~ been selected all knew that the speaker was generally mcluded m the 
as the conference centre, I ought to say, It was attended millionaire class., . . 
'by the ministers and lay-representatives of all the B'ap- I followed-'and I did'repeat 'in princ~ple what I had 
tist churches in thaCneighbourhood. When my address said the evening' before, and with no diminution of em­
was ove,r, the Pas~r rose, and in a very mecha!lical way, phasis. Again ~n invitation was given, and it seemed 

'announced a closmg ,hymn. It was quite eVIdent, that ai8 though the whole conference' came ff)rward" that 

HAVE YO'U ANSWERED THE EDITOR'S 
ANNUAL LETTER? 

everybody SIpOntaneously knelt: and we were still in 
prayer on that oc~'ion when the clocks struck o~e in ~he 
morning. We felt that we boad had a :further VIsitatIon 
froni God. ' , 
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The third day we journeyed back in an easterly 'direc­
tion, to our large industrial town, a journey of nearly 
two hundred miles. Tille church building in that p)ace 
was smaI1~r, the space about· the platform· more re­
stricted; ;but the same spirit prevailed. The 'attendance 
was large, practically taxing the accommodation of the 
church. And again it was but a conference-centre, at­
tended -by mi:my Ministers ·and Deacons from other 
Baptist churches. 

Two. addresses, afternoon· and evening, ·'YVere given, 
as at the other conferences; and an appeal was made 
at the close of. the evening service~ Immediately every 
inch of space about the :platform, and on the 'platform, 
and. in the aisles, was ocCupied by kneeling people, and 
the remainder knelt in their pews.. There was another 
prolonged period of .waiting upon Gbd, with confessions, 
and petitions for help, and praises for the assurance 
of grace received. 

(To: Be Continued) 

THE EDITOR'S ANNuAL LETfER 
(See pages 15 ~nd 16) 

OUR subscri:bers of long ·standing - and we are 
. h8lPl?Y to number many of them in our GOSPEL 

WITNESS family - are accustomed to receive each year 
the '~EditoF's Annual Letter". They·'are not only accus-. 
tomed to receivIng this. letter, but to responding to it 
in a generous manner .. It is the. gifts of such faithful 
friends that make the continuance of THE ,GoSPEL WIT­
NESS possible, and we are sIncerely grateful .for their 
fellowship in the gospel. . 

There are many regular readers -of this ,paper, how­
ever, whose names and addresses we do not have on our 
files as they receive this weekly messen.ger from some 
subscriber or, in some cases, ·at second· Or third ,hand. 
T:hey, too, belong to our family and many of them have 
had a share in the cost of printing and publishing. For 

. their sakes, and also as a reminder to those w.ho have 
already received t]le Editor's Annual Letter, we reprint 

- it on the last two pages of this issue. 
Once again we appeal to all our friends, far and near. 

Your help is urgently needed! Let us hear from you, 
and that right early!...4W.S.W. 

SEMINARY CONVOCATION 
The Spring 'Convocation of Toronto Baptist Seminary 

for the conferring of degrees' will be held ·in J'arvis 'Street 
Church Auditorium on Thursday, AJpril 30 .. Those con­
cerned, are requested to note the change of date" from 
that previously announced in the :Seminary calendar. 'We 
invi,te all our friends to take advantage of the advance 
notice, ·so a'S to make their plans to be present. 

BOOKS· AND BOOKLETS 
By r;>R. T. T. SHIELDS 

"Other Little Ships" ...................................................................................................... $2.00 
"The Plot That Failed" ................................................................................................ 2.00. 
"The Papacy in the ~ight.of Scripture", 26 pages ........................ .25 
"The Oxford Group Analyzed" ............ ,........................................................... .05 
"The Christian Attitude Towa~d AmusemelJts" ................................. .05 
"The God of. All Comfort" ................................................................................. .05 

Tlte Gospel Wltliess 
130 Gerrard Street East.· To~onto 2, Cen~d. 

, 

A DIRGE FOR A DICTATOR'S DEATH. 

A Sermon by Rev. W. S. Whitcombe, M.A. 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Chureh, Toronto· 
Sunday Evening, March 8, 1953 

Hell from beneath is m~ved for thee to meet thee at thy 
coming: it stilTeth up the dead for thee, even all the chief 
ones of the earth; it hath raised up from their thrones all the 
kings {)f the nations. .. 
. All they shall speak and say unto thee, Art thou' also be-. 
come weak as we? art thou :become like unto us? 

Thy pomp isbroughlf; down to the grave, and! the noise 
of -thy viols: the worm is spread under thee, and the worms 
cover thee. ~.. 

H{)w art thou falled from heaven, 0 Lucifer, son of the 
morning! how art thou cut down .to the ground, which· didst 
weaken the nations! . 

For thou hast sald' in thine 'heart I will ascend into heaven, 
I will exalt my throne above the stars of. God: I will si.t also 
upon the mount {)f the congregation, in the sides of ~he nor~h: 

I will ascend above the ·heights of the clouds; I WIll be hke 
the most High. 

"yet thou shait be brought down to hell, to the sides of the 
pit. . 

They that see thee shall narrowly look uppn thee, and 
consider thee, saying, Is this the mali that made the earth 
to tremble, that did shake kingdoms: . 

That made the world as a wilderness; and d'estroyed the 
cities thereof; that opened not the house of his prisoners? 

-Isaiah 14:9-17. 

"THERE is no new thing under the sun." This ancient 
Book from which our text.is taken has already re­

corded, some thousands of years in advance, the startling 
news that captured a, place on the headlines of every newsl 

paper ot yesterday. It is important that we should view 
current events in the light of history; especially' of history 
written from the divine poin't of view as it is in this in­
spired Book. Here we find not merely the record of" the 
past but an' analysis of the words and works of men under 
the searching light of God's holy Word, which at the same 
time reveals His sovereign purpose of redemption . 

'A Divine Object Lesson 
I shall not presume to stand in judgment on Stalin for 

he now appears before His Maker and Creator to -give 
answer for the deeds done in the flesh. "For it is ap­
pointed unto· men onc;e to die and after this the judgment.~· 
Nor do I profess to be wise enough to .prognosticate the 
course that will be followed in the tangled field of inter­
national politics by the successors of this ruthless man, 
though I do fin~ a warning in ~is same chapter that the 
death of Qne tyrant does not necessarily mean the end of 
tyranI}y but may be a prelude to even more bitter sorrows 
for his unhappy victims: "Rejoice not thou, whole Pales­
tina,because the rod of him that smote thee is broken: 'for 
ou.t of the serpent's root shall come forth, a cockatrice, 
and his fruit shall be a fiery flying serpent." The prophet 
saw the hand of God in the career and in the death of an 
ancient dictator, and under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit he applied the lessons ta himself and his contem­
poraries.-· Surely we should be remiss in our duty if we 
in our day failed .to see and apply the object-lessons that 
Divine Providence is enacting under our very eyes. 

In the fourteenth chapter of Isaiah there is a dirge for 
a dictator's death ·that expresses startlingly similar senn­
men,ts to those that are at this moment surging. through the 
hearts of millions upon millions of the hapless and help­
less. masses who were ground under the i.ron heel. of the 

. tyrant. The ancient dirge was sung by the erstwhile vic­
tims of a tyrant and on their' lips the lament is trans-

/ 
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formed into a shou"t of triumph' anp joy, These poor suf­
ferers see their happiness reflected. by all nature around 
them:' "The whole earth is at rest, and is. quiet: they 
break forth into singing. Yea, the fir trees rejoice at thee, 
and the cedars o£ Lebanon, saying,. Since thou art laid 
down"no feller is com,e up against us." This mighty poten~ 
tate who in his life boasted, of the ~at cities he had built, 
is remembered· in death only for his wanton destructive­
ness.: "That made the world' as a wilderness, and destroyed 
the 'cities' thereof." He who, bathed in the supposed glory 
of liberating peopl~s and building a mighty nation is ~?w 
celebrated {or his cruelty to the masses ,for whom he 
opened not the house of his ,prisoners." No tyrant can 
write his history as· it will be read after he passes, from 
this scene of action oy those who bowed in hopeless silence 
under his continual stroke. Those who once gazed in won­
der on the magnificent pomp with which the mighty man 
had surrounded himself in this world give expr~ssion in 
this ironical lament to the contrast between that and the 
narrow, grave in which he now lies: "Thy pomp is broyght 
down. to the grave, and the noise of thy viols: the worm, 

. is spread um;l.er thee, and the worms cover the.e." This 
mortal man who dared to exalt hims~lf as a god IS brought 
down. to the pit of corruption where deat? feeds on him. 

A Tyrant's Reception in the Next World 
, There is a daring flight. ~f imagination here, or what' 

would be such if it were merely' great literature and not 
inspired prophecy. What is depicted is not the funeral, of 
this mighty monarch, but his arrival in the Great Beyond. 
I cannot think of anything that surpasses it in the vast 
sweep of its majesty. Milton's famous c;!escription of the 
fall 'of Satan comes closest to it, I suppose: ' 

Nine times the space that measures day and night 
To morta,l men, ~e, wilth ·his horrid crew" 
Lay. vanquished, rolling it:r the fi~ry gulf, 
Confounded though immortal.~' 

But our great English poet was ,doubtless indebted to this 
passage for his conception,' and he did not speak" as . did 
Isaiah, of. m.en of his own age and, generation. What a· 
startling picture is presented here: "Hell from beneath is 
moved fQr thee' to meet thee at thy coming: it stirreth 
up the dead forthec:;, even ~ll the chief ones of the earth; 
it hath raised up from -their thrones all the kings of the 
nations. All they shall speak and say unto thee" Art thou 
also become weak as we? art thou become like unto us?" 

We have in this church a number of Christian brethren 
who belong to some of those smaller nations which were 
crushed by the advancing juggernaut of Soviet Imperial-, 
ism, crushed ~nd broken by this new shape of Russian' 
Imperialism as they never were by the older imperialism of 
the Czars. One of them who suffered much in those dread­
ful years during and after: the ,war was asked what he' 
thought would be the outcome of the death of Stalin. 
He replied, "The important thing is what will Stalin have 
.to answer his Judge now that he has received his last 
summons?" ,That is a mat.ter that is little thought about, 
not only inside the Iron Curtain but also outside of it. 
And the question, is not only what will Stalin have to 
answer, but what shall we have to. say when we stand to 
give an account for ourselves. 

The King of Terrors 
.A. few mont~s ago I was called to visit an undertaker's 

establishment, and there, to my amazement I saw a friend 
of many years' standirig .. Thinking that he too was called 
there by the loss of some frien~. or relative, I asked, hesi-

" . 
tatingly; in illy surprise; "Is there someone dead?" "Why, 
of cO\lrse there is/' was his .reply, "there is always someone 
dead. There are four or five in here now. I work here." 
L~ke some others in his profession he had become. hardened 
by familiarity. You may remember Horatio's comment 
on the grave-digger who had so little feeling for his busi­
ness that he sang at his work: "Custom hath made it .in 
l,1im a property of easiness." But when death strikes closer 
'home; there is no familiarity that will soften the blow for 
us. And when at last our tum comes, apart from Christ 
and the comfort of His Gospel, it never 'comes as any­
thing else than the King of Terrors, whether we be kings 
or commoners, rich Qr poor, small or great. . 

The glories of our :blood and state 
_ A~ shadows; not s~bstantial, things; 

There IS no armour agamst fate; . 
Death lays his icy,hand on kings: 

, Sceptre and Crown 
Must tumble 'doWn, . 

And hi the dust be equal made 
With the poor crooked scythe and spade. 

Itl is a trite and hac~eyed thing for me to r~nd you . 
that this is the common end of all men. We are all well 
aware of it, and spend much time· and expense in putting 
the evil day as far away as we can. Yet in our heart 'of 
he!lrts we find it hard to believe that we too must obey- , 
thIS summons. We, 'persuad'e,ourselves that we still have 
much time, and often we live; and act, even those of us 
al~s, who have been hid ~ith Christ in God, as though th~ 
thIngs that are seen, whIch are temporal, would outlast 
and outshine the unseen and' eternal realities of the King ... 
domofGod. 

An Enemy That Cannot, Be Shut Out 

, The walls of ancient Babylon were higher and stronger 
than those of the Kremlin. The power wielded by its king 
was probably absolute in a ·.sense that Stalin's never was. 
The monarch of that long-distant age proclaimed that he 
':Vas to be ranked with the immortals and h~ required all 
peoples and nations to worship him as such. Soviet Com­
munism has banished God from its mighty empire: But 
neither the old autocrats nor the newer ones could bar the 
gate against dt\ath. Like the. poorest captive loaded. down 
with their chains;' like the wretchedest victim whom they 
ordered to die for their advantage, the~e men who shook' 
the world are brought down to the 'grave. Even at the 
risk of repeating ,a commonplace, I would lay upon the 
hearts and consciences of you my l;tearers, .as I seek to do 
fO,r ~y'self, the solemn truth that we all must die like men. 
Are we ready when to us the fearful summons comes: "Set 
thine house in order; for thou shalt die, "and not live." 

A Shocking Example of Blasphemy 

We see her!! the spectacle of A SHOCKING EXAMPLE 
OF BLASPHEMY. "For thou hast said in thine heart' 
I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above 

. the stars o{ God: . I will sit also upon the mount of the. 
'congregation,· in the sides of the north: I will ascend above 
the heights of the clouds;, I will be. like the most High.'" 
See this puny little inan as he shakes his fist at the open 
I},eavens and in his rage screams at God to vacate the 

. throne of the universe and give way to his little human . 
wisdoIll and to his little self-willed purpoSe. Is it con­
ceivable that a mortal being clothed in flesh and blood 
shoul!1 become .so inflated with a sense of his own im­
portance that he should dare to ri~al Almighty God? ~urely 

·1 
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not, the idea is utterly preposterous. Yet history records, 
the supreme folly of men, not once or twice but many times 
over in ,th~ course of this world, who demanded and re­
ceived divine honours from their fellow creatures.' . 

When the Creative Word was made flesh and dwelt 
among'men t~ey '~ondered at the 'gracio~s words that pro­
ceeded out of His inouth, they gave thanks to Gad for the 
relief that He brought to the sick and the sorrowing, they 
rejoiced at the sublime truth He taught them ,of the heav­
enly Father and His love. Yet wicked men took counsel 
together that they might put Him to death and, they 

'crucified Him as a malefactor, between two thieves, on 
, the charge that. being a man He made Himself God. That 

is what atheism does. That is the height of blasphemy. 
Yet when cruel, blood-thirsty tyrants wade through 
slaughter to a throne and proclaim' themselves to b~. gods, 
there have always been du,pes Who through fear or Ignor­
ant superstition will bow down and worship them as special 
revelations of deity. 

\ 

-. What Is Sin? , .' 
What is sin? The Westminster Catechism well answers: 

, ,Sin is any wanlt of conformity unto, or trangressi()n of, 
the law of God. 

That is a Scriptural definition, but remember that' trans­
gression of the law of God implies and involves a deliber­
ate offence against the Lawgiver. God says, "Thou shalt 
not," and like naughty children who defy their parents, 

, we, dare with all the little strength God has given us to 
smash His holy law and to bid our Maker and Creator 
move out of the way of our imperial will. That is what 
Adam did in the garden, and that is. what men are still 

'doing .. Sin pressed the crown of thorns on the head of 
the Son of. God and nailed Him to the' Cross. The philo­
sophy of Stalin and of atheistic 'Communism is nothing 
more nor less than the deliberate systematization of the 
old sinful 'nature of man. 

If you look into, the biography of this 'proud, arrogant 
ruler of old, you will discover that he embarked upon his 

, blasphemous career' in the full knowledge of God's exist-
Arrogant Pride ence. He could not ,plead ignorance in extenuation of his 

You will recall tha:t this Nebudiadnezzar was a &:reat dreadful sin, On two separate occasions he was compelled 
builder: "Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for to acknowledge the being, the wisdom an9-the power of 
the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and the God of Israel. Once when Daniel by divine guidance 
for ~e honour of my majesty? While the'word was in. the read the king's innermost :thoughts and interpreted ,t4em 
king's mouth, there fell-a voice from heaven, saying, 0 in a way that spoke to. his heart as, the very, tru~ qf Oed, 
king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdQm the proud ruler was brought low 'and confessed "Of a truth 
is, departed from thee." The other day a pastor told me it is, that your' God is, a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, 
that before he' oegan 'to build his church he had never and a revealer of secrets." But the great man, like some 
made anything bigger. than a chicken-coop; And there smaller ones, had an unhappy penchant for forgetting truth 
are some of us who have not even had the sense of satis- that he found unpleasant, and we find him setting up a 

. faction that comes from building, a','construction as big' great golden image and commanding all peOples, nations, 
'as. that! I must confess that I almost envy the joy of and languages to 'bow down and worship it. When the 

'.' achievement that I half discern'iri the'bearing and in the three Hebrew children refused to bend to his royal decree, 
J words of men who have done great things, Yet I think Nebuchadnezzar was "full of fury" and had them cast into 

I can also divine sometimes the presence of a subtle tempta- the fiery furnace heated seven times hotter than it was 
tion to overrate ,one's own work. Most of us have little wont to be heated. You know the story of how their 
cause for concern on this score for it is not in the least bonds were loosed by the flames and how they were joined 

~iJtely that we shall fall heir to the temptations of a world in 'the midst of the burning, fiery furnace by a fourth who 
conqueror like Alexander, or a multimillionaire such as was· like unto the S,!n of God. Thereupon our impetu­
R0ckefeller or Ford. Alas, it does 'not take ,much to lift us ous, heady tyrant had another sudden change of mind 
up in our pride. I am reminded of, the story of a houseboy' and once again employed pious language about the God 
in the Far East w'hosought employment' in the home of a of ·Shadrach, Meshach arid Abednego. But he 'had not 
Westerner. "But," said his prospective mistress, "I do not yet learned' his lesson, and did n,ot learn it until God 
think I have 'enough work to employ a houseboy." The '. brought him down to the level of the oeasts of the field . 
job-seeker was not to be put off, and Wi't'h Oriental suavity ., ' , ' 
he replied, :'But, madame, you do not know!how little work What Did ~tabn Know About God? 
,it takes to keep me occupied!" Even a very little success I wonder how much Joseph Stalin knew of God and His 
goes to some people's headsJ and they acquire such an in- trut:q? I do not profess to know,nor have I ever heard 
flated opinion of themselves and of their; own prowess that or read -anything authentic concerning this matter. I do 
they are led to imagine that all earth anc,:l. even, heaven know that as a youth he spent several years in a Seminary 
itself attends upon, th~ir sweet will.' as a student for the priesthood. He would doubtless be 
, There is an official atheism in Red Russia that is blatant- taught something ,of the language of the New Testament 
Iy bl3{lphemous and actively intent upon fulfilling its boast for Greek is the liturgical language of the Eastern Church 
'that it will' cast Almighty God down from His . throne. as Latin is of the Western Church. Did he have a Greek 
,There is another sort of atheism that is not less blasphem- New Testament in the Kremlin? Had its treasures ever 
ous because it is informal and sometimes,perhaps, un- been unlocked to him? All possibility of answedng such 
conscious: ,It flourishes in so-called Christian lands, among questions has been studiously buried in oblivion long since. 
those who regard themselves as exemplary citizens and Yet the possibility remains that he kne\\i much truth. , 
good church members. Their religion is essentially the On the other hand we arc.reasonably sure that in such 
same ,as that of the King of Babylon. They employ the a pla~e he would be taught much, about ikons and their 
same language as he when he said, "I will asceQd into reputedly miraculo~s powers. ,He would learn 'about the 

, heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God ... " sacraments and their supposed efficacy to save the souls of 
I-I-I-that '~s the false god of egoism; th~ worship of men by material means. He would also be initiated into 
self. Beware of the ma.n who boasts that he IS self-made, '~he rights and privileges of the state' church and its priests 
for such all one invariably worships his maker! and learn how they were required in return therefor to 

'. 
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act as the agents of the Czar in keep~ng th~' ~asses in 
subjection through ignorance and poverty. In the face 
of this disgl,lsting system is it surprising that a, reasonable 
man should conclude other than that it was a deliberately 
concocted scheme designed to give stones instead of bread 
and scorpions instead of fish? ' , 

I do not seek to excuse atheistic communism, I,am merely 
recalling the obvious fact that it is a reaction against a 
corrupt and retrograde religion that dared' to claim the 
name of Christ £hough it had forsaken 'His Word and 
deformed the simplicity .of His GoSpel. Catholicism, 

- whether Greek 'or Roman, is the breeder of atheism, and 
not, as it vainly 'boasts, the bulwark against it. For proof 
of my charge, consider that Communism is rampant in 
Italy, the cradle of the papacy, and'that it menaces almost 
every other Roman Catholic country in the world. 

I say again that I do not sit in judgment on Stalin, for 
, he is before a tribunal that is wiser, juster and withal 

more merciful than any on earth. I say these things to 
bring home to us our own heavy responsibility before God: 
"If we would judge ourselves, we should not' be judged." 
We 'cannot decide the degree of guilt of these leaders, and 

, it' is not our place to do so. We'remember that our Lord 
prayed for those who prove the nails through His hands, 
"Father, forgive them for they know not what they do:'" 
Perhaps His executioners were recruits from some distant 
outpost of Empire who were performing a duty that to 
them was merely a routine order, so hardened had they 
become by th~ir own bitter experien~es. To have demurred 
in the performance of a command would have merited­
a still more ignominious death for them. Probably they 
did not understand the language of the country in which 
they ~erved and hence regaroed their prisoner as ~ fanati­
cal insurgent intent on making further ~rouble for them 
ih an alreaCly troublesome land. For such who sjn in ig­
norance there is forgiveness through the merCy of GoP and 
His impartial jl!-stice. , 

But what of those who with full knowledge of' Christ 

work the will of the dictatQ.r, and who are fully convinced 
that the end justifies the means. 

Communism has more than the outward trappings and 
organization of a totalitarian religion, it also has its inward 
spirit and faith., It has sedulously cultivated the, ~avour 
of the masses throughout the world as th~ champIOn of 
oppressed and down~rodden peoples. In China it has 
ridqen to power as the protector of the poor and landless 
classes. In Italy it dare,S to ~nswer the Roman colossus 
to its face and has' attracted to itself all the distressed and 
troubled multitudes like a veritable Cave of Adullam. In 
Toronto I listened to a former Communist Controller make 
a thumping, good election speech by pleadiqg for reduced 
s~reet car fares, 'accompanieq by higher pay for the 0pera­
tors! I think he threw in a plea for free milk for the 
children as an added attraction; But what does, he care 
about cheaper car fares imd 'niilk for children? Precious 
little! If it suited the turn of his'Master in the Kremlin, 
he would blithely, obey an order for the liquidation of any 
one of us, or all of us put together, just as whole races 
have been wiped out for the advantage of the commun­
istic machine, 

A11 this is but the outward show of Communism. At 
heart it is a philosophy, or rather a theology and even a 
religion. It is atheistic in the sense Ilhat it denies the God 
and Father of our Lord and' Saviour Jesus. Christ, but 
actually it sets up another god on the throne it ,has declared 
vacant, even more hideous than the great golden idol that 
Nebuchadnezzar set up long ago in the plains of Dura in 
the province of Babylon. In their folly and wic~edness 
these madmen' have refused to believe in the God of love 
and holiness who has spoken words of salvation and grace, I . 

in Jesus Christ, and in His place they have embraced the 
horrible conception of a blind, impersonal force. For love 
they have substituted hatred, for justice, might, and woe 
betide the individual who dares to withstand this fearful 
machine of blind, blank fate. 

-- and His Gospel turn their backs upon Him? Our gracious A Christian Land? 
Lord and Saviour spoke of religi9us men who, because He We live in a Christian land, someone will say. Did not 
had come and spoken unto them, would have to die' in ,the President make it prayer of dedication for 'himself 
their sin. I t was to men of high religious profession who when he assumed office? Did not his predecessor in office 
had set themselves against Him that Ol,lr Lord spoke His invoke the Golden Rule? Shall we not all be reminded 
strongest condemnation. He taught that there is a by the 'Coronation ceremony. of our great evangelical heri-

/ blasphemy that has no forgiveness, a sin which brings tage? Yet this is all true, yet anyone of us could think 
eternal condemnation. Whether or not the high-priests, of a thousand ways in which our nations seem bent on 
of Communism are guilty of such dreadful blasphemies. proving that we have a form of godliness while denying 
as are thus described is not for us t9 judge, 'hut in this land' the power thereof. It is not my purpose to go into that 
where the Gospel is proclaimed and the Word of God is now, but I would remind you that there is practica,l atheism 
not chained, there are ,certainly many who deliberately and that is quite as, deadly' and everi more ~a.ngerous than 
of set purpose sin against light and stand,' in danger of theoretical atheism, Think of the man in the parable who 

" eternal judgment.' pulled down his barns and built greater, and who said to ' 
Fabricating a .False Religion his soul, "Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for, many 

Our text describes a man who fabricated and establi$hed Years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry." ~as hde 
a false religion. Will you say that at this point the parallel an atheistic communist? Certainly not a communIst, an 
between ancient and modern 'blasphemy ceases? Will you probably not an atheist, yet he dismissed God from ,all his 

. remind me that Russia is atheistic? Th'at is true, but it is reckoning. God was nodn all his thoughts, It was not 
_ Jinstructive to trace its similarity to another great totali- his theory that was at fault, it was his practice: "But God 

tarian system that is based on religion, I means the papacy. said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be 
There was a pope in'the Kremlin, just as there is one in the required of thee: then whoSe shall those things be, which 
Vatican, He was elected in secret by a small band of thou hast provided?" 
key-men, or cardinals. They too have their Bible, Marx's Are we ,really a Christian nation? What place does GOd 
Das Kapital, as the priests in Rome have theirs in the occup.y in our highCllt councils? What plac~ do we give 
traditions of the churoh and Cap.on Law. Both th~se sys- Hiin in our national-·1ife.? Not very much I fear. But 
tems of absolutism are able to command the blind faith of let me press the' question still closer hOIlle: How much 
fa~a:tics who will -sacrifice their own personal interest to does God mean to you? Is' your life centred in His holy, 

I . 
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will, is it your delight to meditate in His law day and 
i·night? Do' you make ,it the great" end and ·aim of your 

life to please Him? Is He the daily companion in wh~m 
you rejoice as the strength of your life? Do you love Hun 
with all your heart, and mind and strength? Alas" alas, 
God is' but a name to many, and religion is too often 
mer~ly a form or even a convenience. This is practical 
atheism. 
. 'In the' same chapter where is found our Lord's parable 
of the iiCb. fool (Luke 12), there. is recorded Peter's in­
genuous question: "Lord, speakest thQu this parable unto 
us or even to all ?"tt· would appear that Peter. felt our 
~~'s teaching was somewh;at t?O ~a~ing. and he·soug~t 
to fmd some excuse for evadmg Its high reqUlrements, while 
cOnveniently passing them on to others. The Saviour did 
not reply to 'his question categorically, but he answered it 

, very pointedly by telling still another parable. ;Unlike His 
first parable, here it was not about common servants but 
about a head servant, a steward, whom the master in the 
story had made ruler over his household. ~uch an one, 
the Saviour taught, would be rewarded Jor faithfulness, but 
if he should Pl"9ve unfaithful to his high trust, then, "the 
lord of that servant will come in a day when he loo.l,<eth 
not for him, and at an hour when he is npt aware, and 
will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion 
with the unbelievers." . To enforce His answer to Peter'~ 
question, the Lord Jesus added this saying: "That ·servant; 
which knew his Lord's will, and prepared not himself, 
neither did accord~ng to his will, shall be b~aten with many 
stripes. . But he that knew not, and did commit things 
worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few ~pes. For 
unto whomsoever much is given, of him' shan 'be much 
required: and to whom men have coIiunited mum, of him· 
will they ask 'the more." If we dare boas(of our Christian 

, privileges in a Christian land, we condemn ourselves out 
of our own mouths. When we think. of the dreadful 
atrocities which have' been perpetuated behind the Iron 
Curtain and cry to the God of Justice, "How long, 0 
Lord?" we ought also to remind ourselves of the "few 
stripes" for those who "knew not" .. 'and of the. "many 
stripes" 'for "that servan!, ~c~. k,new"~isl0r?'s. wll!, ~d 
prepared 'nat himself, neIther did according to tus will. 

Communism Is Not ~e Real, ~n~y 
I venture, therefore, to say in closing. diat ·the real enemy 

is not'atheistic communism. I am convinced that the in­
fluence of the Vatican presents a greater ultimate threat 
to the peace and security of the world than the power 
of the Kremlin. ,But, the real enemy·is neither in Rome 
nor in Moscow: it is in our own unbelief and disobedience 
to the Word <;>f God. Here is the remedy.for our present 
situation: "Sanctify the Lord of hosts himself; and let 
him be your fear, and let him be your dreadl' In his day' 
Isaiah warned llls contemporaries against going down intO 
Egypt to make alliances, in trusting in horses and chariots, 
instead of trusting in ilie living God. Of course they laughed 
him to scorn as an impractical idealist:, "Wpe to them' 
that go down to Egypt "for help; and. stay qn horses, and 
trust in chariots, because they are many;' and· in horsemen, 
because they are very strong; but th~ look not unto the 
Holy One of Israel, neither seek the Lord." , 

Our statesmen and our generals have made world-wide 
alliances t9 co-ordinate production and to weld interna­
tional, fighting forces into 'a· bastion against the threat of 
red aggression. Our. technicians and our factories are busy 
spending incalculable fortunes on radar ~creens, jet planes, 

air bases and 'atom bombs to ward off ~ssible attacks froin 
our g~a't centres of population and potential war produc­
tion .. They say th~t. po~itiCs rDakes ~tran~e bedfello~s, 
and. thOse w~ have With us too!. A dealls bemg made With 
Frl!;Dco for bases in Spain; Tito is coming to England soon 
for tal-ks; Chiang Kai-shek .has recovered some the face 
,he previously lost, while our states,men are careful to pay 
polite compliments to the pope as the world -head -of a -
great 'anti-communist combination. For my part I do not 
feel happy in such company, and I cannot believe tha~ in 
the end they will help our cause one whit. 

We ·are now told that psychological warfare is to be 
intensified so as to. capitalize on the present unrest in 
Russia attendant upon changing the head of the, govern­
ment. 1 do not know what that means, but I hope it. does 
not mean the telling of bigger, smoother .lies than those 
of the propaganda serv~ces of our enemies. Why don't we 
do the right and tell the' plain, ~nvarnished' truth, like free 
men who are confi~ent of the justice of their cause? Let 
us cease acting and speaking subtly and slyly with our 
eye on Rom«< or Moscow, or Madrid or' Belgrade" or some 
other place. Let us fear God and then we shall need to 
fear none other. Let us. look to Him for help, and sanctify 
Him so that He shall be for us a sanctuary. 

Is this impractical? This company here ~sembled can­
not compel our government to follow such a policy, but we 
can dedicate ourselves to'God and His Word. Let us make 
sure that our religious profession is not one in name only, 
but a personal trust in the living God Our Saviour. In His 
own gootI time, our God will answer those that deny Him 
and blaspheme His name. Only let us remember that our 
responsibility is'~proportioned to our privileges, that to our 
own Master we stand or fall. 

Trajan, it ·is said, rent his clotheAto bind up his 
soldiers' wounds. ,Christ poured out his· ·blood, to heal 
his sairrts' wou'nd's, and tears his flesh to bind them up. 

-GURNALL 

" , 

A'SIX·MONTHS' STORY CONTINUED 
.' . 

IN, THIS ISSUE 
. The story of THE -GREAT C0NTEN'l10N 

. FOR THE , ArrII bl Bible-beUevlDfr!:;,'!: 
of .Canada, whiCh began, In the . 
article of Nov. 20, will continue in inatabDenlB 
week by week for probably four to • moatha. 

We earrl.estly solicit the co-operation of all 
o'l;lr readen in making this story .s widely 
known as pos8ible. In order to give cnJrreney 
to it we will send THE -GOSPEL' WITNESS 
containing thi8 8tory week' by week for the full 
time of its continuance - not le8s than six 
months -: for 81.00. Send in your'mblCl'ip. 
tion immediately, and aQ. 8ub8Cl'iptioD8 ~ 
'begin' with the first' inlJtalment in the lune of 
Thur&d~y, November 20th. 

NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS ONLY 
THE GOSPEL !WITNESS FOR SIX MONTHS' 

, :fJ)R '.1.00 
A~dreu 130 Gerr~ SL E.,:Toronto· ~, OnL 
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Bible School Lesson Outline 
Vol. 1'1 ~st Quarter ' Lesson 13 ',March,29, 1953 

OLIVE L. CLARK. ~:p~ (Tor.) 

Lesson Text: John 10:1-18. 

Golden Text: "I am the good shepherd: the good, shepherd 
giveth ,hIs life for the sheep."-verses 1-10. 

I. Christ the Door of the Fold: verses 1-10. 
Our Lord freq~ently' taught su'blime truths by meaps,'of 

paraJbles (Matt. 13:18, 34; John 15:1). Before setting forth. 
the ,teaching of, this lesson, teaehers might discuss the ways 
of sheep and shepherds. 'Sheep are defencelesst dependent, 
and if lost, are unable to find the way back. Tne s'hepherd 
must ,guide, guard, feed and heal the sheep. in Palestine the 
shepherds always go Ibefore the flock. 

Ch!ist'is ,the onl~ true Shepherd ,of the sheep of God.. The 
PharIsees, who clauned to be God's representatives, and all 
other self-styled leaders, are not true shepherds. The right­
ful owner of the fold' may enter by the front door, his author­
ity acknowledged 'by the porter and by the sheep. Those who 
attempt to enter by brealci;ng down barriers are false shep­
herds. Rival leaders had claimed the power to ,bring the 
national,hopes of Israel to fulfilment, but Clitist alone had 
received the commission from GOd to save' men. ' 

Christ is tile only way of access into the Father's fold 
(Eph. 2:18k .He is the door for the sheep and all who de­
SIre' to come to the Father must come throUlg'h Him· He alone 
is the way, the truth and the life (John 14:6; Acts 4:12; Heb. 
10:19,20). ' , 

Those who come to God through Christ will find safety 
freedom and nouriS'hment. False shepherds would bring ham: 
and destruction to the sheep; :they are inclined to "fleece" the 
sheep, rather than feed them (Acts 20:28-30; 1 Pet. 5:2-4': 
2 Pet. 2:3). Christ came that His sheep might ,have life· 
not me!ely deliveran~e from death, Ibut life :vhich is abiding: 
aboundmg and full, hfe that completely satisfies the longing 
of the heart (Psa. 36:9).' " , . 
II. Christ the' Shepherd of the Sheep: verses 11-18. 

The good shepherd loves his' she~p ,so' much that he. would 
be willing to lay down ~is life, .if'neceslil'ary, that the S'heep 
may 'be saved from theIr enemIes. He would scorn to run 
from danger, 'but faces and overpowers the foe, even although 
he himself must die. ',Christ is our Good Shepherd, Who lay 
down His life for,His own (,Isa. 40:11; Ezek. 34:11-16; Heli., 
13:20;11 Pet. 2:25; 5,:4). . ' , 

How helpless 'men are who 'are attacked 'by the forces of 
~in! Like sheep, we have all gone astray (Is'a. 53:6), expos­
mg ourselves to the power of 'Satan, who would fain destroy 
us (1 Pet.. 5:8). Christ came to frustrate the works of the 
Evil One (1 John 3:8), but in so doing, died'the death which 
was due, to men (Gen. 3:15; Gal. 1:4; 1 Tim. 2:6), for only 
,by d'eath· could I He destroy the one who had the poweT of 
death (Heb. 2:14). ' 

Many priests of Israel !had been as faithless shepherds, 
caring for themselves, ,but not for the sheep (Jer. 23:1-4; 
Ezek. 34:2-6). They 'served for a reward, not for love (1 
Pet. 5:2). They fed' themselves at the expense of the sheep 
(Jude 12), not in the least concerned that tlie sheep wandered 
from the fold, hungry and helpless, a prey to every, foe 
(Zech. 11 :1:7; Matt. 9:36). 

Christ the Good S'hepherd' has not 'only' perfect love, 'but 
,He also has ,perfect knowledge. To' a stranger :the sheep 
,may all look alike, but the owner of the, sheep can distinguish 
each one from its fellows. '1'he Lord knoweth them that are 
His (2 Tifu.. 2:19). The s'heep, on their part, wil1,recognize 
their shepherd';, His voice they will hear and obey (1 John 
'4:6; 5:20). ' 

The ,fellowship between Christ and His oWn is like that 
which exists between Christ and the Father. It is God's will 
that perfect unity, such as characterizes the Godhead, shall 
ultimately be made manifest in the body of ,Christ (John 
17 :21); not an external, material, form'al union, but an inter­
nal, spiritual, living union. There will be but one fold and 

r one 'Shep'herd. The first I!tep toward this, union WIllS the 

I 

gathering together of Jew and Gentile in Christ (Isa. 56':8; 
, Gal. 2:26-28; Eph. 2:14-18). In.Christ all 'believers become 
_ one, for all have been baptized, by the -Spirilt into one body 

(Rom. 1~:5; 1 Cor., 12:12, 13; Eph. 4:5). ' , 
_The Good Shepherd \vas sovereign in death, as'in life. He 

gave His Jife for the helpless S'heep (Rom. 5:6; 8:3) in volun­
tary self-saqifice (John 2:19; 19:30; 1 Pet. 2:24, 25) at the 
time arid' in'the manner which He chose. The offering of 
the Son of God was well-p'lelllSingoto the FaItlher (lsa. 53:10; 
Heb. 10:7)"Ot was ,the Father's commandment that He should 
thus dIe (John 14:31; 1 Pet., 1:19:20). The Son joyfully 
concurred in the Father's will. ' , . ' 

, ' DAILY BIBLE READINGS " 
'March 23-The Good Shepherd GiveS"His Life _...Psa. 22:1-21. 
March 24-The GreaJt Shepherd Cares, for the Sheep _Psa. 23~ 
March ,25-The Chief Shepherd is tJhe King of Glory M!Psa. 24. 
March 26~Have You Increased the Joy of Heaven? ' ' 

Luke 15 :1-10; 
~arch 27-Brought Aigain from the Dead .,_,_M'M 'Helb. 13:10-25. 
March 28-S'hepherd and Bishop _.M_ .... _ ..... _.M ___ ._. 1 Pet. 2:11-25.' 
March 29-W'hen the Chief 'Shepherd Appears .. M_ .. _ 1 Pet: 5. 

I 
SUGGESTED :HYMNS 

I was a wandering s'heep. The Lord's my'S'hepherd. Hark! 
'tis the IShepherd's voice I hear. The IQng of love my Shep­
herd is. Jesus is our Shepllerd.. Saviour, 'like a s'hep!herd' 
lead us. ' 

( 
HOW THE HEAVENLY FATHER BRINGS 

UP HIS CHILDREN, 
Ye ,contracted with 'Christ, .I hope, w.hen first ye be-' 

gan to follow ,Him, that ye would bear His cross. Fulfil 
your part of the contract with. pat~ence, and, break not 
to Jesus Christ. ,Be honest, broth~r,' in your bargaining 
with Him; for who k;noweth better how to pring up chil­
,.iren than our 'G9d? For (to lay-aside His knowledge, 
of'the which there i,s no finding out) He hath been prac­
tised' in bring-ing up His heir.g these five thousand years; 
and His bairn's are' all 'well brought up, and many 'of 
them are honest men now at home, up in their own house 

-' 

'in heaven, and, are entered bei,rs to their 'Father's inheri­
tance. Now, the form' of His bringing up was by chas­
tisements, scourgi~g, 'COrrecting, nurturing; and see if.' 
He -maJ,teth exception of any of His bairns: no, His eldest 
Son and Hil Heir, Jesus, is not excepted (Rev. iiL ~9; 
Heb. xii. 7, 8, and it 10). Suffer we must; ere we were 
born, God decreed it; and it is easier to complain' of 
His decree than to change it. It is true, terrors of con­
science cast us down; and: yet without terrors of con: ~ 
science we cannot be raised up again: fears and doubt­
ings shake us; and yet without fears and doubtings we 
would soon sleep, and lose our grips of"Chris-t. Tribula­
tions and temptations will almost loosen us to the roots; 
and yet, without tribulations and temptations, 'Sin, and 
Satan, ,and the world will say, and cry in our ear, -that 
of these three, except they lie, dare say -in our face that 
our sin 'Can change the -tenor of the new ~ovenant. For­
ward, then, dear brother, and lose not your grips. Hold 
fast the truth: for the world, .gell not one dram-weight 
of God's truth, especially now, when most men measure 
truth by time, like young seamen setting their compass by 
a cloud; for now time i.g father' and mother to truth, in 
t'1e thoughts and practices of our evil time. The 'God • 
of tr~tih establish us! 

----lSAMUEL RUTHERFORD 

\ 

HAVE YOU ANSWERED. THE EDITOR'S 
ANNUAL LETTER? 

," 
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The G'OSP'E_L WITNESS 

and 
Ed"., 

T. T. SHIELDS 

A_lat. Editor. . 
Pr,o,testan:t Ad.voeate 

W. 5. W~ITCOM8E, M.A. IT~.I 

OLIVE L CLARK, Ph.D. 1T0r.1 130 GERRARD STREBT EAST, T~RONTO ,2, CANADA 

-
February 9th, 1953 

Dear GOSPEL WITNESS Subscriber t 

, Last year I began my annual letter wi th these words: 
, , 

"This is my twenty-ninth annual letter, and every year I have" 
brietly, to explain to new sub'scribers why I thu,s writ,e. This is the more 
necessary this year because we have received such a large number o·t new 
subscz:~ptions." " 

~I could use.the same ,paragraph to begin thi~ year, changing the 
'twenty-ninth to th,e thlrtieth. 

, -
_~:~ha~ ~e have been s.ble, t~ contin~e publicaUon, S? long,is a journali:stic 

miracle. The Publisher ot "The Toronto Globe and Mail", in a recent address to a Press ' . '. . .. - . - . 
Club, said that publishing costs had increased in the l,ast tive years one hundred and 
ninety-tour percent; and l,n t~e same period revenue had iqcreased one hundred and 
seventy percent; which meant that they had got one hundred and seventy out ot the, one· 

, \ '. ' , ' 

hundred and ninety-tour percent trom, their adve~tisers. By increasing their advertising 
rates they ha~,reduceci their one hundred and ninety-tour perQent increased cost, so that 

, " .., 
their extra cost ot publishing had, amounte,d - to only twenty-tour percent. -

T,HE GOSPEL WI,TNESS, has no advertiser.s upon whose shoulders it c,an 
.J • 

impos,e the extra cost ot publicati'on. But the increase is the same wi th us as wi th other 
publishers.' It 'oosts ,about three times as mUQh to produce THE GOSPEL WITNESS to-day as 
it did ti ve years, ago. It is only by the generosl ty ot THE' GOSPEL WITNESS -Family, who 
recognize in THE GOSPEL WITNESS' ,a missionarY' agency., that we have been'able to k~ep 
'I ' 

going. So that really an ottering to THE GOSPEL WITNESS is an ottering to Missions. 

!he year past has been tull ot encouragement. We have heard ot 
blessing communicated through THE GOSPEL WITNESS pages, trom all parts ot the world to 
which THE GOSPEL WI~NESS goes. 

'But here! must write ~ word to .§.2.!!!! thousands ot,Q!!!: readers to whom 
~ have sent THE GOSPEL WITNESS without their' requestins it. because we wanted, _ 
particularly, the Bapt'ists ot Canada to read the story we had to tell about "The Great 

&II '. 

qontention.·, We ask these triends, 'who, have been rea9ing the paper, to please not be 
disturbed by the receipt ot this letter. It is eas~er tor us to include eve:rybC?dy than 
to go through the thousands ot names ,we should have 'to go through, and delete those to 
whom we were sending t,he paper wi thout charge. Ot 'course, it among these readers there 
are t~ose who appreciate the paper's ministry, and who would li~e to have tellowship with 
us in continuing it, we shall not objec-t, but w!' are not directly appealing to them; 

We hav~ been especially encouraged by the large number ot prominent 
Christian leaders who are taking the paper, and who express their appreciation ot its 

, 
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ministry. Some people, anxious ·for the conversion 'of their friends,: subscri~e for T~ . , 
GOSPEL WI~NESS to be sent to them. We ha,ve h'eard~, of conve:ri~i,o.Ils.'·a~d res,tq;~t1ons '. ,'and 
stimulations from. many directions. 

M ~ ~ TO ~ ~ 'OF YOUR OFFERING, ~ SUGGEST THAT, INASMUCH 
AS COSTS HAVEINCREASED,THREE TIMES, IF!QY CuULD MAKE YOUR ANNUAL'GIFT THIS YEAR THREE 
'£lMES ~T !QY MADE IT !!YI ~ AGO, IT ~ GREATLY ~ US. It takes a great many 
qne. dollar b~lls\to count up; notwi, thstanding we appreciate every contribution i,h~t i,s 
sent to us. 

Some years ~gO a lady 'in th~'United States 'sent me four, thousand , . . ~ . , . 
dollars for the Seminary, which we'greatly, appreciated. I'met :ner per:;;onally. Some time 
later I read of her d,eath, and, that she had left to 'a oer1;ai:n r~l1gious, paper 'fifty 
thoujiand dollard~n her wiil.' I 'reb~ed mysel,f that I ',had not asked her ,to, remember 

, I ' 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS. . 

Send us as'much as you possibly can now; but if you 'can reIile~ber THE 
GOSPEL WITNESS' in your will, for a substantial amount, we shallbe'most' grateful. But 

. '. - . 
please do help.!:!§. !1!b ~ large! sift ~ you ~possibly afford this year. 

, . . 
, Our finanoial year 'ends "the 31~t of March, and'we' shall be glad if 

you can send us a contributfon within that date. ' I m~y adslthat 'the Ediior reoeives 'the 
same salary he' received the first' ~ar ..:. thirty years ago ,,:,- which is 'absolutely nothing 
at all; and it is' because'l ,myself', have given thirty-years of lab'our, day and n'ight, 
to this enterprise without o'ne cent of remuneration, that i: am embolde'ned to ask my 
GOSPEL WITNESS Family to help'me in "bearing the f~Il8liOiai burden~' ',' 

'. ,-

You will find a bUSiness reply envelope enclosed. It requires no 
stamp if mailed in CS:Oada. Y6umerely fill out the slip at~ the bottom of this'l~tter, to 

"' identity youroffering,tear it' off,plit it in the env'elo'pe, 'and s'e'nd it to us. 

Hoping 'to'hear from y01,1 at an early,date, and with7thallks for your 
anticipated, help !n this matter,. I,am, '.' . , ","" 

Very gratefully yours ~, ...........•.. 
,\ , ~~ , 

.. ' . 
, . , 

---~------------~----~-------~------------

THE GOSPEL WITNE~S ' 
130 Gerrard St ~, ' E. 
Toronto 2, Canada 

Dear Dr. ,Shields: 

(Please return this portion) , 

" 

" 
" Enolosed. find my, glft of $ I , 

----------~----------~-------------to~ard TaE GOSPEL, WITNESS Fund, In respons~ to y:our 2\nnual Let ter ~, 

, Name . /.. 

,Address 
~--------------~~--~----~~----~--~----~--~ 


