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T.his 'message ~as originally'delivered during the.years J919-1920, in c.tm~c~on 
, 'wjth the ForWard Movement 0.1 the Baptist Convention of On.tario and Quebec; 
. mi~ was published "oS: part of the"official literature' of the, Baptist Forward 

Movement ,at. the IJ.aptist Church House, 223 ChuTC~ St., "Toronto, Canada .. 

T HE .Book wh·ich, willi' a po.siti-vien~Ss which only .divine of the divine' programme alw~ys befo~e them. 'fhat we 
. omni'science 'can NsHfy, speaks of that 'whl"ch ante- may never forget that the message and mission of 'God's 
da.tes 'all human history, and of that,' .therefore, '. which,' ill redeemed people are essentially spiritual; for if we fail 
the . nature. I()f 'the ease, 'no mo;rtal ~oU'ld> kn,o~, challenges to"keep. the spiritual nature of our' work clearly in view 
our raitli. lOy the comprehensive sweep of its first' great 'weare i,n danger of missing the aim of the.' chUl:ch's mis-

· word, "I'll the IbeginningGod." .And that" Book, concerning' sion altogether. Of late years, indeed, we have ·seen this 
· itself, as it· doeS; 'with . ,principles which are immuMble, "effect an entire change of the accent ·aIid emphasis of 
· describes the order andprogress'of the first day of God's . the. church's message, - in the. recommend~a:ti.op. of 'godli
, creation, 'by saying, ""And the evetlihg and the morning 'ness cl1iefly for its profitablen~ss 'in "the life'tliat-':'now 

were the first day." And th~: last chapter of' ~he same is," This inevitably leads to the erectiori of worldly and 
incomparable. Book .commands' both :~)Ur 'faith' and our temporal standards of value by' which to appraise the 
imagination by its' description of the shadeless splendor church's minis-tr-y and progress, until tp,e' cpurch arrives .': t 
of the Holy City,' -in the promise, "And'there shall be'no . at the condition.,of th!! Laodiceans: "Thou sayest, I am 
night there/"" . ' " . rich and i,ncreased w~th goods, and have need of nothing; , 

:... And between "thl!ot first line· of th~ hisidry. ·of 'th~ and- k~owest not that t~ou art w~etched, and miserable~ 
Genesis of tpings, and the 'line .which predicts the. con- . ~and,poor, and blind, .and naked." 
suinmation of the divine purpQSe in glory, you.·have' an. Moreover, if we forget the'ess~ntially spiritual char.ac-

. c'!pitomiZed. record, historical ana prophetic, 'of the move- . ter of our worK. 'we .,shall fail'lo. dep~nd upon the only \ 
'ments'of God in'alIhuman history' until time,shall he·no Power by w~ich it ~an be·ach~e'ved. The first settle-
more; . and 'everywhere ana always, God is' ,mo~ing "for- :. ments in this country sprang up 'on the shores of the 
war.d: . . . laI!:es;a:nd beside the' flowing rivers; because the pioneers 

~ . "Our lives· through various': scenes , are drawn, ~e~~ ""wise enough. to ·4rop their mill-wheels into the 
. '. And' vexed with trIf.ling 'care~r; . . ' stre!:lms ·of God~s 'power flowing ·by. These'steel towers, 
Whil~ Hds ~fernal thoug!tt !p0ves. on ··bearing'high voltage wires which we now see ever;ywhere,: 

HIS' undisturbed affaIrs. . . proclaiID, our more recent discovery that· God meant us . 
:No .one can walk with God and walk backwards;. no!" to live, even.on:the plane of the physical, by superhuman 

· enquire as to His 'dwelling place without'.receiving .His .' powers. And in the realm of the spiritual the same prin
. forward-moving invitation, "90n;l~ a.I\d see." And .no. one ci.ple obtains. The spiritual, character of our work pre
can really and' sincerely. summon aIL h~s powers to an clu,d~s all poss.ib~lity of its being donEl, "by ltand"; it can 

. endeavour to ~chievea.:morally. worthy purpose. without l?e don.e only. "by. ,pow~r!', and that power the Spirit of 
·havit.J.g. God ·on nis sid~; n9r ·withQut· c9ming,."consciously th~ Lord.· Henc~ our ,ml!-terial gjfts; ,:whether of money 'or 

. ··or .uncollsci9usly,. i.ntothe'" ~t.irrent.(Jf ~h~tdivine.,pu.rpose 'of seryjce;' must ~e;'9nly. ~s· the towers' and wires along 
which moves forward toward the Jight of an endle'ss day. . which .the divine· ep.ergy ,must flow· fo:r the· a~co~plish- I , 0 

It is important that Baptists, should keep·the principle ment of our spiritual service.' -
~ .... . 



o 

2 (706) THE GOSPEL WITNESS and· PR.OTESTANT ADVOCATE Februarr ~6, 1953 
, ... . . 

. . 

'The question arises, ;therefore, whether we, as Baptists, 
have any special aptitu.de for the spiritual-interpretatio~, 
of life. While other 'Christian bodies discuas·the POSSI

bilities of va~ious forms of organjc union, have we still 
any logical reason for standing ap~rt from such dis
cussions? Have we still a distinctive message for the 
world? Are we as firmly convinced as.ever that the dis
tinctive emphasis of our presentation of the Gospel con
stitutes a truer interpretation of the evangel of 'grace 
than other presentati~ns in wJtich the emphasis is diffp.r-
ently placed? . . 
'Before we can know' clearly how to move forward, we' 

, need to enquire as Baptists where we are. I therefore 
propose to ask you to consider what is the sine qua non 
of the Baptist message. Wh~t is the irreducible mini
mum of revealed truth which a man must believe in order 
to be entitled to be called a Baptist? Or let me put the 
matter still more simply: What are the conditions of 
membership in a Baptist church? This can be answered 
satisfactorily only by enquiriIi'g, What conditions of 
church membership are set out i·n the. New Testament? 
What ~s' involved in 'the confession required of anyone 
applying for membership in the church? If· we can get 
at these simpJe and fundamental principles we shall know 
what are the essentials of the Baptist message. And)t is 
of these great prinCiples I now speaJc. 

I. 
The first and central truth which Baptists have always 

firmly held is this: ITHAT IN JESUS CHRIST GOD WAs 
MANIFEST IN TlIE F.LESH .. Belief in the essential D~ity. 
of Jesus -Christ is cardinal to our whole position as. 
Baptists.· . . 

We . believe that no true conception of God can, 'bY 
natural processes, be evolved out of a man's own eon
sciousness; that we cannot of ourselves imagine a true 
picture of God; that un8iided human reason cannot dis
cover God. And,' therefore, we hold that a man's atti
tude toward 'God and his relation to his fellows cannot 
rightly be determined' by his oWn conception of what 
God is, and of what He requires. of us; but,. on the con
trary,' that any true. knowledge of God must be derived 
from what God reveals of Himself. 

Therefore, fundamentally, Baptist8 are not ratf,onalists, 
but re'IJelationists. All that we know of God· and all that 
we teach of Him is derived, not from what human reason 

.. has discovered, but from whilt .divine revelation has dis-' 
closed. And we believe that all earlier and lesser revela-

. tioDIii of God, even that which is revealed of God in 
nature, are summed ,up and ,:!omprehended in tile full and 
final revelation of God i·n 'Christ: "God, who 'at sundry 
times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the 
fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days . spoken 
unto us ,by his Son, whom he hath' appointed heir of all 
things, by whom also he made the worlds; who being' tire 
brightness of his glory, and the express image of his 
person, and upholding all things by the word of his Power, 

. when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on 
,the right hand of the Majesty on high; being ma4e so 
much better tlJan the angels, as he hath by inheritance 
obtained a more excellent name than· they." .' 

I have sometimes thought that we need a Rescue Mis
sion 'for fallen word·s; for words, like persons, do not 
always honour either their bjrthplace or their parentage, 
but go astray, to walk in the counsel of the ungodly, aha 
stand in the way of sinners, and sit in the. seat of the 
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scornful; with the inevitable result, that, like 'perjlons, 
they lose their proper influence an~ ·power. It· then be
comes necessary, either to turn . them aside to some 
jericho, where, like David's men, they may recover from 
the debasement resultil!g from·contact with 'the enemy; 
or, otherwise, such. words need to be reclothed with 
ampler definitions. 
_The ~ord "dhrinity" has lost much of its original 

strength of meaning. It is no longer ~ufficient for us 
to say we believe in the divinity of :Christ; for there are 
those who say that, who also say they believe in the 
divinity of all D\en. We hold that God was in Christ as 
He never was in any other man; thii He was begotten of 
the Holy Ghost and ,born of a virgin aa no other man was 
'ever born. We believe in the essential Deity of Christ, 
as the Eternal Son, Who was with the -Father ·before the 
world 'was; as the ~ond Person in'the Holy Trinity Who, 
with ·the Father, and the Holy Spirit, is one God. And 
we worship Him as "the image of the invisi9le God, the· 
firstborn of every creature; for bY'him were all things 
created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible 
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities,or powers ; all things were created illy him, 
and for him;' and he is before all/things, and· by him all 
things consist." 

Therefore, we set the Lord Jesus Christ -in the centre 
. as the Incarnate God in Whom "dwelleth all the fulness of 
the Godhead bodily ... · . 

As Baptis~ we readily accord to others ihat liberty of 
.. thought which we demand for ourselves. But though we 

deny the right of the magistrate or ·anyone else to fetter 
another's conscience, we do not, ·therefore, bind ourselves 
to have fellowship with principles against which our own 
consciences revolt. While refusing to compel, we 'T1U1IIJ 
with equa' justice refuse to concur. There are some 
things which, are vital· to true 'Christian faith; and one 
of them is this: a settled conviction of the essential Deity , 
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of Jesus Christ. We can have no fellowship with anyone 
who denies the Godhead of Jesus. I believe I speak for 
the Baptists of this Conventiori when I ,say that there is 
'absolutely no room among us for anything that savours 
of Unitarianism. Jesus Christ is to us "the only wise God 
our -8aviQur, to whom be glory and majesty; dominion 
and power, both now and ever. Amen." 

1ftit' what are the impIicationsof this position? Our, 
.attitude toward Christ will determine our attitude to
ward many other things - indeed, it will.determine our 
attitude toward everything, toward God above us,' and 

, mail ,about us; toward "the life that now is," and "that 
which is to CQme." 

"What thipk ye of ,Christ, is the test, 
To try 'both your plan and your scheme; 

, You 'cannot be right in <the rest, ' 
Unless you think rightly Of HIm." 

THe Bible is a human book, written by human hands. 
It has never been claimed that its manuscripts were 
magically produced. But the Bible is 'divine as well as : 
human .. This is the claim it everywhere makes on its 
own behalf. In what proportions, therefore, are these 
divine and human elements blended? Is it, so human as 
to/partake of such impEp"fection as'is common to all things 
of human origin? Or is it so permeated by ~he divine 
as to be saturated with divine perfection? 

'The Book tells us of a great Personality Who was. born 
of a hu~ mother, but was begotten of the Holy Ghost; 
and Who was, therefore, both human and divine, like the 
Book itself. But· how were the divine and human ele
ments blended in Him?, Which Qf the two natures pre
dominated? Did His human nature render Him 8ubject 
to human limitations?, -Or, the rather, was not His hu
manity, while still making Him our true Kinsman, by 
union with His divinity, sublimed to the quality of divine, 

II. perfection? For if He was limited in one realm of Hi. 
Our attitude toward Christ wiU .. determine OUR ATTI- being, must He not have been limited in -all?, If He was 

, TtmE-TOWARD THE SCRIPTURES. ' mentally limited to the measure of the human mind, how 
It must be clear to the mind of every earnest' and , can inherent physical immortality, or ,moral perfection 

thoughtful man and woman among us that the time has be predicated of Him? ' 
come when we must clearly define to ourselves what our We are thus driven to the enquiry :In what realms of 
attitude toward the Bible is to ,be, if we are to ~ntinue life is Jesus ,Christ to be Lord? Unquestionably, He is to 
our work as a denomination~ No family, nor community, be Lord of our 'bodies. \ And who will dispute His su
nor institution, no,r nation, can live a peacefu,l, progress- premacy ,as a moral and religious Teacher? But what 
ive, and useful life, without the direction of some recog- about the realm of the intellect?: 
nized authority. And without some such authoritative Let us hear from one who was widely and deeply 
direction no church nor denomination .can exercise a use- _ learned. N9 one will question the Apostle Paul's ql:lalifi
ful ministry to the world about it. Authority must re- cation for judging of intellectual matters. And he tells 
side in some one. In whom? To whom can Baptists look us, "I verily thought with myself that I ought to do rrta,ny 
for direction? We hAve no bishop; and we refuse to things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth." , 
allow, any person or collection of persons, to exercise 
spiritual lordship over us. And yet some one must com- But after 'he had seen Jesus he gloried in being the 
mand and direct. Who shall it be ~ ,"bondslave" of Christ. Now to what extent did Paul 

submit himself to Christ? Did he continue to "think 
There can be but one answer: "'One is your Master, with himself"? And were his thoughts, "contrarY to the 

even Christ; and aU ye are brethren." But who is to be name of Jesus of Nazareth"? '0 te11 us! thou mighty, 
the Master's mouthpiec;e? By What means is His will to leader of men, thou man of massive and far-seeing in
be communicated to us? Where shall we find an order ' tellect, in the wide realm of thy intellectual' activities, 
bearing His unmistakable signature? Formerly, and his- hast thou made Jesus 'Christ thy Lord? 
torically, Baptists believed that the 'Head of the church 

And he answers: had ,revealed. .His will in the Holy, 'Scriptures. To our 
fathers the Bible was the word of God. Do we still so "Though we wal'k in the flesh" we do not war after 
regard iU the flesh; (for the weapons of our warfare are, not car-

If we do not, if we have no longer'a reliable compass,' nal, but mighty .through ,~od ~ ~e pulling down. of 
_and chart, our' ship must surely drift from her course; strongholds) castm~ down l1~agmatIons, and every hIgh 

and, defaulting in 'her mission, disintegrate, and ulti- thing t~at,. exa!teth Itsel.f ,.agamst the knowledge of God, 
mately disappear. No captain would put to sea in a ship aM brtng'/,1/,g !.nto captw'/,ty every thought to the obed-

, whose steering gear was believed to be out of order."And ie1!.ce of Christ." , 
El,very Baptist movement, if it is to be worthy of the And nothing less than that will do. Jesqs Christ must 
name must ,find its direction in the authority of the be Lord in the realm of the intellect! Imaginations and 
Bible' as the word of God. For when Baptists yield their reaspnings and every high thing that exalteth itself 
belief in the authority of the Scriptures they ,have sur- against the -knowledge of God, must, by the pow~r of 
rendered th'e last logical reason for their 'continued God, ,be cast down. A true Baptis,~, to whom Jesus Christ 
eNtence. . is the Incarnate G~d, in the nature of the case, has no 

But how shall the right attitude toward the Bible be ''liberty'' to entertain thoughts which are "contrary" to 
determined? Who shall tell us authoritatively whether Christ. He' is "the bond-slave" of 'Christ, intellectually 
the Bible is the word of ,G9d? Must we not in this mat- as well as spirituall~; and his "every thou~ht" - h~s 
ter resort to and rely upon the authority of 'Christ? thought about the BIble, and about everythlDg else, lD 

Personally,' I 'have no theory of the inspiration of the this life, and in that which is to come, Dl:ust be "brought 
Scrip.tures. But'I am sure of t~n -thousand facts 'con-into captivity to the obedience of Christ." 

, cerning which I am unable'to formulate a -theory. And ' Now when Christ is so regarded we have ~n infallible 
it is of the fact of inspiration, nol of any theory of it, Standard and Authority to Whom all our intellectual ' 
we must be convinced. We may not know how "holy ·men problems can be brought. We must cOnSUlt Him, thereL 
of God spake as they were moved by the Holr 'Ghost", fore, about, the 'BiblEl; for He is the highest Authority 
and~yet be 'absolutely sure that they were so mov~d. in the universe. , 

..... , 
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Of the' Old 'Testa~ent in g~n'eral; He says: ·"Think not fish;, and' a legendary gourd, will do no' violence to lily 
, that I am come·to destroy the law or the prophets'; I. am faith, if I" can secure the .consent;of my ,one infallible 

not come to'. destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I- say unto Authority to :my holding such a view;' for 1 am not free 
you till heaven' and e'arth pass, one jot or one tittle shall to form an opiiiion on ·the subject: my thought of the 
in ~o' wise pass from ·'the.' lIiw, 'till all be' fulfilled." And book of Jonah must 'be broUght into kptivity to the 
to this He adds in another· place, "Heaven and earth shall obedience of Christ. • Therefore, what saith :my great 
'pass away, but my words . shall not, pass away;" . Thus this Professor of Bible knowledge? . Hear Him again !, , , 

' .. infailible . 'Christ 'declares 'He ,.has. 'come to fulfil the law , "An ev:il and adillterous 'generation 'seeketh af~ei' t a 
and the prophets, even to' the' last jot and the last tittle; sign; and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the 
and having put the seal·o'! His infallible autp,ority on the .sign of the prophet Jonas: for as Jonas was three .days 
law and-the' :propnets, IHela~ solemnly avers that His and ,three 'nights in the whale's 'belly; so shall the SQn .of 
own words shall never pass away. Can language ~xpress Man be three days and three nights in the heart of ·the··-' 
a stronger. claim'to infalllbility and final authority? earth. The mei1":of N'ineveh shall rise in judgment with 

~ _, What use can I now make ·of 'this divine pronounce~ this generation, 'and shall coqdemn it; because they r~ 
ment.? How is' the authority of C,hrist with' respect to pented 'at the .preaching of Jonas: and, behold, a greater 
the Scriptures to determine my-own attiti,lde toward the than Jonas is, here:': And in' the same breatl,l' He con~ 
Bible,? Let me give' ,you 'two or' three- sj~ple illu8tra~ 'tinues: "The queen of the south shall rise up in the' , 

· tive applications .. of the pri·nCiple. . judgment'with this generation"and shall con'demn it; for· 
Person~llY, I am not con, cerned per 8e about the bu. m.an . she came from the uttermost parts of the' earth to hear 

the wisdom, of 'Solomon; and, behold,.' a grea,ter than 
authorship of ,the books attrib,uted to Moses. When I Solomon is here" - ,+ 

find· the' writer of the· epistle to the Hebrews saying of ' . . ' ~ ~ . . I Gh t : By"that pronouncement, for me, the que!!ltion of, the 
certain things'in Exodus '~md Leviticus, "The Ho y os ", historicity of the book of Jonah is for ever settled. ' 'I 
this signifying", I could be c6ntent to' ignore the h~man 
author and listen to the divine 'word. But when I find believe the miraculous s~ory to be, histo·rically tr:ue Qe~ 
that the 'life and times of Moses are so inextricably inter~ cause, the highest· Authority .,n . the Universe has ".so 

. . declared.,_ . 
,woven with the Pentateuch tliat- it is imp~ssible to elim~' The s.ame'rule appIi,es to the question of the inspiration 
· inate Moses witlleut inval~datin'g t.he fi.rst five books of- and -authority of the ,Scriptulles as a wh~le, and in every 
the Bible, the. Mosaic. aut?orship of the Pentateuch ~e. part~ For myself, this' is my'. confession .of faith with 
c~~es·a ~uestIon ofv~~l III}pO;,tance. Therefore ~ !Dust . respect 'to th.e Bihle: If this '!>uiIding were l~rge enough 

· tirmg th~s I !exed questIOn to . t.!l!. author a9d fmI~e~ " to hold all the Biblical scholars or the world, and if they 
of my faIt;,h for settlement. And noW let us, hear HIm:.. should all unite to telI" me that ·the ·story of the deluge 
'. 'To ·the Sadducean naturali.sts of His 'day, H~' said: "Do is unhistoric' that' Moses did not write the Pentateuch' 
ye not 'therefore err, be~~use.'ye know 'not the Scripures, that tlie book of Jonah is not historically true I would 
neither,"·the. po~er of 'God?, : : . Have ye not read in. the 'believe IChrist's naked word before the contrary.;udgment 

, book; of Moses,. how in the b~sh God .spak~ to' him ?" , . of all the SCholarship of the world, .and stake the interests 
, .. 'And 'agail!': ":po not think 'Wat I wi)1 accuse you to -the . of' my soul for'-tiII}e. and fqr eternjty upon the unsup-

, '. 'Fljl.ther.' .There is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in • ported word of my' absolutely infallible Lord;: and, .if 
. ,wh9~ ye: trust. For' hljl.d 'yeo believed Mose!!, yeo would' need be, be' a fool for Christ's sake.- . And I then should 
· pav:e peiieved'me; . for he wrote of me.' .But if ye bel!eve .be much 'less a f901 for His sake, than .th_e contrary atti~ 
'not"hi8'wti_tip~s;h9W shall y~ believe iny wordt!?"'And .tude·would ~~e me for'the sake of 'agreeing with a 
yet. again, in that;'most- sQl.emiJ. parable· wqich' is a pro-. . "sc;h.olarship" falsely so~alled. ,For -though I thus' speak 
phecyof ret:i'iobution beyoIid·the 'grave, in answer to the for ~epl!.rpose of 'emphasis, J.- am cOnvinced that the 

· onc~rich man's request,; that ,La,zarul;l. be sent to, warn bo~y of. tho~ght which is worthiest the high I!.nd honour
'his. five brethren, Christ. represents Abraham·as saying; able title of "scholarship", and which represeI1ts'·the find~ 

". (and as say.ing it in the clea~er-light ,and fuller knowledge 'ings of discipUned intellectu.al powers in co-operatjon 
of th~ 'life beyond) .. ·.':They. have 1\4o.ses 'and ~e prophets; '.with spiritually enlightened and pe~etrating ,undersPand~ 
lEit them hear. them."· Aqd when Dives replies, ."Nay, i.ngs, will always. be found to .be in agreement witn ·the -
father, Abraham: but if one 'went unto them from .the word of Him who is Incarnate Truth. ..', . 
dead, they will repent," He' puts into Abrahamfs lips ,When we :thus approach, the Bible as being instinct with 
thes~ ,terribly solemn wo:rds: ."If .~eY hear not ·Mo.ses the· personality and authority of the Lord',Jesus Christ, 

> ' 

· and the nropliets; neither will-they be persuaded' though what a worl~ of intellectqal ,and spiritual 'treasure it 
"OI~e r()~ from the d~d,."·, .. ',.. becomes to us', We have ,walked with 'Himam,Png' the 
,. When he haS -heard, these wordS,· surely, for the man fI9wers of Eden, and where first tlie shadow of; the curse 

... 
who. acknowledges the Deity'and consequent infallibility' fell athwart the' path of. sinful man. We have seen Him 
of 'Christ, the question 'of, the Mosaic authorship of the-' w~lk the waves of, the shoreless, sea' of' ju'd-groent: and, 
Pentateuch is author.itatively and -finally, settled; and .in the' P8:triar~hs' tents, in the voice of angels, we',have 
insteali of speridin~ time. in idle speC'Ulatio~; he will read heard the. Word which w~ in. the ,beginning. with God . 

. jt to lielU," what "the Holy Gbost._s!loitli" th~~.in. :' , In i<he tabernacle, ~f the' wilderness, with itS crimson 
, And this principle of the infalIibilj:ty.of"Q~rist .~ay :be ritual, .and hi all 'the forty thiraculous years, ,we have 

. applied to all Biblical q\l,esti~:\'ls ... - -I' am not distyrbed by heard 'H.im. speakin~' in rig?tteoulliness, ~ighty to· save. , ' 
qJlestions,as to historicity o'f the book, of JonaH: .1 should We .have :f~llo.wed Him. with Joshua in .His triumphal 

, be quite co~teJlt to,lea,rn .itlVeligious·lessoiis· as aliegori-" prog~~ .iqto ,C~aan's promised land; -we ,have found 
. . cally·taug4t, :eten if t~e. bOok had no histOric foyn!l'ation" Him .~itting. among' Israel's judges; and ·in! the fields.' of, 
. ,p~oyiding. ~e~~ cal;l Qe found nothing "in any e>ther.'part Boaz,'·.n:earto··B~thlebem, we have;·l,leard. His w.hispered 

o~, s~r.ipture. ~1!~quiring rIfe, to. :.regard .. t:he :bo~ICa8 bein.g promlse of ~e. mat:ri~ge 'of t~ Lamb;. ~~re, indeed, 
hIstorIc~lIy tru.e. ,An allegorIcal Jonah, and a parabohs: 'have .we "not fOl,lnd. HIm? ' Is there a scripture path un~ . ~~ .' .. :. . . . 
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trodden by"His ',feet? Is th:ere ,a vaJ,ley which '~as, not tion 'of ,men, after the rudin,ten~ ~f 'the 'YorId, and not > .. 
echoed with His voice? Is there a mountain which haS after ·'Christ. For in him- dwelleth all the fulness of the 
nQt been transfigure'd by His ,presence,? -, '~The ,voice ,qf .. "God~ead, bodily ...... An~ ye are .c9w.~Jete ,in him." 
,My ,beloved! behold, he cometh'leaping upon the moun- When I 'say that 'Christ is to, be our 'Standard of i,nter
taillS, skipping upon the hills; My beloved is li~e a roe pJ;etation, I mean that '~l. the elements of human life can 
or' a' young hart: behold, he standeth behind our waIi, he find their only true appraisement in His interpretation 
looketh' forth, at the windows, shewing himself through of life, as He speaks directly and through His inspired 

-thEl lattice. My bdove.d spa~e, and said unto me, .. Rise up, ,apostles. ' - , '. 
my love, my fair one, and come away. For, 10, the winter for instaI)ce: There is a man in the city where ~ ,live, , 
i~ past, the rai~ is over and gone; the flower~ .ppear on who is a most exemplary char!lcter; a ~od husband and .. 
the earth; the time of the singing' of birds is cOm~, and father, a loyal c~tizen, and in every respect a worthy , 
the ,voice of the turtle is heard hi our land; the fi-g tree ,man. 'He is, i,ndeed, a returned soldier. He went "over 
putteth forth her ,green figs, ,and the viJ;les wit,h the the U?P", and was woun:ded. And'in t~athour'l:te offered 
'tender grape give a good smell. Arise, IllY, ,Iooye, mY fair his life upon the altar' of his 'co...?ntry's service as truly 
one, and come away." And ,we have followed Him ~ as did the heroic men who will never return. , 
through' hi,storical wildernes'ses and biographical moun- No"," I want someone to, tell 'me ,how I am 'to estimate 
-tain solitudes, and through genealogical deserts, only to that man religiously; for he is 'not a ,professor of re
find that the wilderness and the' s(1litary pla'Ce are made ligion. Does such an excellent character as he ne~ 'any 
glad for Him; 'and in His pres~iiCe the desert rejoices and religion ? A~d if so, what ~ort of reli-gion? Does he need 
blossoms as the rose. In psalmist's melodies; ip. words salvation? Does he need a Saviou):? 'What should my 
of transcendent wisdom; i~ pregnant type, and glowirig attitu~e toward him 'be? ''you 'see" I~am looking for a 
symbol; in wheels that, are dreadful; in chariots of ~re; satisfactory, because final and authoritative, doctrine of 
in se,raphic'visions of .. enraptured spirits of prophets, man. 'For this I must go to the only One Who "needed 
priests and kings, w~ have, seen and heard the form and not that any should te~tify of man: for' he knew what 
voice of our Beloved; untn, at last, .... He .. ha{l come tQ us was in man." , , " 
from out the grave, being declared to be the Son of God ' And I find that just such an ,admirable character as I 
wlth power', according to the spirit of, ho1ille~s; by the- ha.ve' described, except that he lacked' my soldier-friend's 
r.esurr~tion from the dead, and with perfect k;nowledge splendid courage, once ··came, to Jesus by night.'~ And 
of both worlds" He has joined us on the Emmaus, road; When he had 'said, "Rabbi, ,we know that thou art a 
w~ere with bQrn.ing hearts 'we ,have heard:, Him, be~in- teacher come :from God," our infalUble Authority an
ning at Moses and aU the prophets, expound unto us in swered, "'Verily, verily, I' say unto thee, excep.t Ii man 
all the scfiptures the things conc~rning Himself.' , be born ,again, he cannot see thekirigdoIIi: of God." And 

Therefore by the illumination of His presence in its 'when Nicodemus asked .. "lI"Ow can these things be'?" this 
pages; by the seal, of His auth~iity upon all its principles, infalUble Professor of spiritual, knowledge answered: 
and 'precepts, and promises; by ,His own invariable. "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, we speak that we do 
assumption of the Scriptures' infallibility, there is ,'know,' :arief testifY. that we have seen;- and, ye receive not, 
wrought into our deepest spiri,tual com:cious~ess th!3 o~r witile!!ls.:.-.If I have told you ea.rthly thiJ;l.gs, and ye 
umvavering conviction that the Bible is the W9r'd ,of God b,elieve nqt, how shall ye'believe, ,if I tell you of heavenly 

, that liveth and abideth for ev~r! thi-ngs? ' And rio man hath, ascended' 'up to' heaven, but, ..... 
, ' , he: that.' came down from' heaven" even the Son of man 

"Shoulda1ll'the forms that men devise whic"h l'S in'hea';en." " Assault my faith with trea:cherous art; ,. 
I'd call them vanity 'al)d iJes, , That is' equivalent to Baying: "Nicodemus; human 
, And bind the, gospel to my heart." nature ',is' so depraved that only' a spiritual 'birth' can 

make 'it spiritually capable of seeing; or morally fit to 
III. enter, the kingdom of GOd.' And' if yo'\! have any doub.t 

And now what follows' from all this? If we' have' in '-as to 'the firiality of this pronouncement, I tell you, now 
the Bible the Book of the Lord, and in Christ the Lord that I speak what I,know, and testifY' what I have seen. 
oL the Book, we have in Him also THE 'STANDARD OF No:one else has ever ascended up to-heavi:m-, There is no 
INTERPRETATION.' " other authority'competent to guide you. I only,. of all 

,Our Lord Himself: promised of "the Spirit of Truth", men, ,have complete kIiowledge of the other life, and of 
"He ,shall guide you into' all the, truth; 'for he shall not ilie conditions of entrance into the kingdom of' God. ' I 
speak of h.imsel~, but what things, soever he shall hear, am the wily, the truth, ~d 'the life;,Iio man cometh unto 
these shall he sp,eak; and he shall declare unto, you the the Father but by' Me. Therefore, . .'marVel not that I 
things that are to come;" AndJ;he manner of the Spirit's saM unto'thee, ye must be born again:"'," ," , 
guiding,into all truth He clearly predicted'when He s,aid, We have Iiow:therefore, a trustworthy doctrine of man. 
"He, shall, gl9rify me; for he shall 'receive of mine,' and .... He is so ruined,by sin that h~can be saved only through 
shall shew it unto ,you." The' New Testament writers, regeneration by the -Holy Ghost.., I must, therefore" go , 

'. who .claimed to write ":by the revelation of Jesus Christ", on preaching the 'doctriIi.es of sin,"and -the new birth; 
all made Him the Standard 'by Whom the values oflile for my great Authority tells me they are still true and 
mus't be determined., They claimed to be the inspired necessary. Moreover, T 'know now, the"ieligious message 
exponents of the Gospel He had "revealed to hiB holy my ex~soldier neighbour needs; and I 'nave learned' too, 
apostles and prophets by the Spi,rit." And their standard that the firs't essential ,to "recon,struction" in ;~ny life 
was, in principle, always this: ~'As .the truth is in Jesus." is 'regeneration. And as a 'Christian workman I am no 
Their idElntif~cation and ,appraisal of error was always lo~g~r..in doubt as to' my course. 'I have a ,platfornl of 
effected by comparison with the 9nly infallible' Standard ceJ't~in,ty, Qn which to stand, and a divinely, authorized 
~f truth; al!I w,hen P.aul says: ",B~ware lest any IJ;l.an spoil ~e,s~ag~ to' 'deliver,; I can, tl~~refore" a-ddress, myself to
you, through 'philosophy, and~vairi deceit, after the trildi- my, ,ta,sk as one who ,lias 'a,:commission<fro:m' olJ. high. ' 

\, 
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What -interpretation shall I put upon the CroBB of 
Christ? 'There it staJ)ds, the promise and prophecy. of it 
in. the Old Testament, and the history of it in the New. 
What does it mean to a sinful world l' 

'Shall I proclaim its moral influence 1 Shall I tell men 
it is the consummation of a sublime'~ple? That Christ 
died to show us how to die, as He lived to show us how 
to, live? Yes; there is-'all that in the 'Cross. No one 
can really gaze upon it without being moved to nobler, 
living. But is that the full meaning of the Cross? If 
He who died thereon was but a man, the Oross can mean 
no more than that. , Yo'u will remem-ber that Bethmann-, 
Hollweg; the ex-German -Chancellor, offered himself to 

,the Allied Governments as a substitute for'the former 
Kaiser. 'The receipt of his offer was acknowledged; but 
the Allied Governments politely intimated that they had 
a little seare to settIe with him on his' own account, and 
that he would have quite enough to d9 to answer for his 
own crimes. And thus the case stands with all men: 
"No~e of them c,an by, any means redeem his brother; nor 
give to God a ranso~ for him." No man did ever have 
aaurplus of merit wherewith' to atone for ~nother~s 
offences; and even if he had, "a life for a life" would 
require a life of infinite value for the life of the world. 

But what if Jesus 'Christ be God 7 'What if He was 
"made after the power of an indissoluble life" 1 What 
if ICHe only hath immortality," if His life was eternal in ' 
its nature and essence? He said of Himself: "No, man 
taketh my life from me, "but. I lay it down of myself. 
I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it 
'again. 'This commandment have I received of my 
Father!' And He saidal-so, "The Son (jf man came, not, 
to be ministered unto but to minister, and to give his 
Hfe,a ransom for many." 

Now if in Jesus Christ, "God was manifest in the 
flesh", if He was born, .ithat it might'be fulfilled which' 
was spoken by the prophet, saying, Behol~, a virgin shall 
be with child, and sh:all bring forth a Son, and they .shall 
call his ~ame; Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God 
with us", we must find "a deeper and· richer significance 
in His blood than is contained in any theory of its mere' 
moral influence. When I know that "the preciouB blood 
of Christ!' flowed from'the heart of Incarnate Deity, I 
know that His blood was of greater moral worth than all 

, the rivers of' human blood which have flowed 011 all the 
battle-fields of earth t1;Irough all ,human history, since 
Cain slew his 'brother Abel. "The life of the flesh is ,in 
.the blood"; and when I know that the life that was in 
"the precious blood of Christ" was an "indissoluble 'life", 

,even the very life-tide of Deity; then I can understand 
the incalculabiHty of its atoning value; for in that crim
son stream, I see the wealth of the universe in solution! 
And I can: sing with renewed fervour, and out of an, 
unwavering convictio~, ' 

"Thou dying Lamb, Thy precious blood 
Shan never lose its power, 

Till all the ransomed 'Church of God, 
Be saved to sin J;lo more." 

For a spiritually, bankrupt race there can be no gospel 
without a vicarious atonem~nt for its, theme; an imputed 
righteoJlsness for its promise; a throne of 'grace for its 
faith; a divine Mediator for its Surety; and a kingdom 
of grace and glory for its end. ,And all this we have who 
believe '~that God was in ;Christ, reconciling the World 
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses ~nto them; 
and hath committed u,nto us. the ,word of reconciliation." 

.. 

Salwtion by grace as the message of 'the Gospel follows 
as the natural corollary of all this; salvation as God's 
free 'gift, not something men can earn for themselves. 
Ho~ sadly that gr,eat word "grace" has been neglected 
of recent.years! It 'needs ,to be'rediscovered, as Hilkiah'. 
the 'high priest discovered the neglected book of the law 
in the house of the Lord; and to be restored to its place, 
as the ark of the covenant was .brought back from the 
land of the Philistines. And they who see that all we 
'know of our need of a Saviour and of a 'Saviour's wol"k 
for us, has come to us, as it came to Saul on the Damascus 
road, 'by light from heaven, will fe~l the need of that 
immeasurable word, grace - a word as deep as hell, as 
high as' heaven, as wide as human sin, and as lasting as 
eternity ~'infinite, i:pdeed, 'as Qod 'Himself. , ' 

Once again. If Jesus Christ be Lord of all, He ,nust be 
r.ecognized and acknowledged q,s the Head of the Church. 

And i~ that acknowledgment ,the principle of a regen
erate, church membership is involved. The church must ' 
'be' a company of witnesses to the grace of Christ: "He 
gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 
'which is, his body, the fulness of him which filleth all in 
lll." Surely if a member of the church is to be a· mem
ber of tlie body of Christ, it follows he must be spiritually 
quickened. How can Christ be said·to be the Head of a 
church -which receives into Its membership perions who 
have not been "born again"? The need of the world, is 
a witnessing church, a church whose members will wit
ness to the grace of the Incarnate God by being them
selves the incarnations of the truth'of His Gospel. When 
the poorest and, humblest person is put into ~e witness 
box to tell what he personally knows of the case :before 
the court, if he is able, even with limping grammar and 
stammering lips, to fell what he himself has seen of the 
matter that is before the court' for judgment, he is
listened to with greater attention than would tlie most 
learned scholar who had no personal knowled'ge of the, 
case. Hence the little church of really converted~ople 
will be a mightier po~er for 'good in any community than 
a great congregation of people who in their own' ex
perience 'have no witness for Christ. 

We ai Baptists" therefore, must learn ,to. measure the 
progress of our churches by their increasing conformity 
t.o Christ, rather than by the number of their ,nembers, 
their soc:ial position, or the amount of their wealth. 

-Years ago there was a case at law in which everything 
,turned oil. the resemblance of two car wheels, which were 
,put in as exhibits. Webster and 'Choate were the oppOs
ing ,counsel. ' When all the evidence was .in, Choate ad
dre~sed the jury, andoyerwhelmed them with an elab
orate add'ress on "the fixation of, points", - whatever 
that may be. I do not know; and the jury did not know 
either. ,They may have admired the advocate's learning;, 
but it gave them no light on the question before them. 

Webster followed 'Choate. He fixed his eyes on the car 
wheels, then on ·the jury; again on the car wheels and 
again on the jury; and then; as he pointed to the wheels, 
he thu'ndered, "Gentlemen of the lury! There they are. 
Look at 'em!" And that was all he I!aid. But the jury 
gave him the verdict. 'Happy the preacher, who, wlJen he 
has told what 'Christ can ~o for a poor sinner, can 'point 
to the members of his own church, and say, "T,here they 
areJ Look at them! 'Let their lives certify to the effi
cacy of the Gospel of grace in the lives' of men." , 

The same great principle of the Lordship of Christ 
determines our teaching with 'respect to the 'ordintim.ceB 
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0/ the church. In the symbolism of baptism and the 
Lord's supper, divine wisdom has wrapped up all the 
doctrines of grace. In the symbolic death, and burial, 
and resurrection of the 'believer, you have life derived 
from Christ; and in the bread .. ~nd wine, life sustained 
by Christ: He is the Alpha and Omega of both ordinances. 
And whoever o'bserves them in their' primitive New Testa
ment simplicity and order, is not likely to lose sight of 
t11.e great central truth of the Gospel. '~Christ crucified"," 
is "the wisdom" of God; and so are the simple ordinances 
in which that great truth is enshrined. 

But rich as is the symbolism of the ordinances;--our 
chief reason for our strict observance of them is that 
Christ is the Head of tlJe Church; and we recogn~ze no 
hig.her law for the believ~r nor for the Church than . His 
will as revealed in His Word. No 'one may change what 
He has ordained. 

Clearly, therefore, our whole message hinges upon the 
Lordship of 'Christ. . 

Much-has been said in rec;ent years about "union." and' 
"co-operation"; and Baptists are' not indifferen.t to these 
discussions. When, in March, 1918; the' Allied armies 
were being pushed back upon the Channel ports, no one 
proposed that the Britislr shouli become Frenc'h, or the 
French Britisb, or that either should become Americans. 
'But the 'greatest military genius of all the Allied generals 

. was appointed to the supreme command of the Allied 
forces; and when every individual soldier in all the 
armies of the Allies b.ecame subject to one s~preme will, 
in that hour Germany's doom was sealed! And the forces 
of darkness will not be defeated by flags of truce; nor 
by the surrender of vital -principles of revealed truth. 
The need of the 'hour is ·the recognition by every Chris
tian of the Lord Jesus Christ as Generalissimo of all 
the armies of the Lord. And to that recognition our 
message clearly and uncompromisingly calls. , 

. . To Baptists there is a world-call to increased effort to 
bring in the day when the kingdoms of this world shan 
become the kingdom of our Lord and of His ·Christ. To 
maintain the integrity of the British Empire, and to 
secure the -li'berties of the world, Canada was prodigal 
of her blood and treasure. But the claim of the kingdom 
of Christ is a still higper ~laim, made by a greater King, 

o .and to secure the interests of a nobler citizenship. The 
cause in which our Lord i.nvested His 1ife's blood is 
worthy the' investment of our all. 

I was lin Brussels when King Albert, shortly after the 
signing of the Armistice, made his triumphal entry into 
nis capital after his more than four years of exile. I 
shall never forget that scene. Hundreds of thousands 
were assembled to acclaim their returnin:g king. It 
seemed to them that ages . had passed since last they 
,saw him. And during his absence they had been· under 
the heel of the tyrant. Som&where, without the ring :of 
fire which encircled ·thein, they knew· their valiant khig 
and ,his gallant army were fighting their way back. But 
it had seemed as though the, king would never come again. 
But at last the pappy day 'baq dawned. I was privileged 
to stand on a balcony on the' third story of an office
building at the corner of the street around which the 
king was to . turn. I looked down upon the scores of 
thousands of' loyal Belgians, and others who lined the 
great thoroughfares ali far as the eye could reach. 
Thousands of banners were waving; and the vast multi
tudes" delivered out of the hand of the oppressor, waited 
with loyal impatience to, express their devotion to the 

king. No one ..... could look down upon tnose many thousands 
of expe~tant faces without feeling that they' all "loved 
'his appearing". . . 

At last the cry was raised, '~The king is coming!" And 
in a moment he came into view just beneath my point of 
vantage, riding a white horse, with, his queen, similarly 
mounted, at Mil side. Immediately behind him came his 
children, also mounted. ,Then followed one of King 
George!s sons, and with !him the generals of the British 
armies and"the generais of the F.rench armies. Next in 
brder was a contingent of American troops; then a 
French unit; .then came the British; and at last the 
Belgian army, th9usands strong. And when the king 
rode by with his hand at the salute, the people tried to 
acclaim him. But in the main they succeeded but poorly. 
They saw him through a mist of tears; tears streamed 

~:down many faces; there was a great lump in all throats; 
and, surcharged with inexpressible emotions of thank
fulness, th~ "rejoiced wfth joy unspeakable and full . 
of ··glory." One Belgian citizen remarked to me that the 
long agony of the tyrant's rule was swa:Ilowed up in the 
gladness of the king's return. . 

And as I viewed that never-to-be-forgotten scene, and 
saw the king ride triump'hantly to his throne amid the . 
countless thousands of his happy, welcoming subjects, 
I thought of that rapidly approaching day when the 
White Horse and his 'Rider shall come down the skies, 
when "every eye shan see him", for He,too, is a Con
queror: "He must reign till he hath put:~ all enemies 
under His feet." 

I have asked, ,what is the irredudble minimum of re-' 
vealed . tru,th which 'a man must believe, ·in order worth
ily to bear the name of Baptist? And the answer is: 
JESUS THE IN'CAltNATE GOD! He is at once ·the ' 
Irreducible Minimum, and the Immeasurable Maximum, 
o~ a 'Spirit-begotten faith. We cannot live with less than 
Jesus; and Heaven cannot give us more; for'''God so 
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son"! 
In the certainty of His ultimate triumph, and in antici
pation of His coming in glory, the world's great need 
calls us. afresh, as 'a voice from heaven; to dedicate all 
our ransomed powers of spirit, soul, and body, to the 
world-wide proclamation of this message: Christ i~ the. 
Head. of the body, the Church;, Who is the' beginning, 
the fIrstborn from the dead; that in all things - He 
of the manger, of the Cross, of the f!mpty- grave, of thl' 
opened heavens, of the throne of graee·. and of glory _ 
that in all things He may have the pre-eminence. ' 
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, Chapter, Fif~ee~ in the H~t~~y' of the Batti~, for tlie Bible Amon~ 
• .' Baptis~, of <?ntari6 and Qllebec~ :,: ". :',' 

.. By Dr~'T.·,T. ~~i~Ids ,0' 

o· ~: • • ..' i .. . 

THE FORW ~RD' MOVEMENT sage"; andful'tiier,: that the campaign ;'be concluded with 

THE evening, session of the Convention of 1919 atOt~' . Ii meeting of., aU, Toronto· churches iIl."l~:lassey Hall, the 
, tawa was not for business and while I have no·,re- ' sam), ~ddresBes to: be' deliveredf ',ap.d ,thereafter printed 

liable'statistics on the subject,' ~ am' of ~e opi~ion that, unde~. ~e'. "a~spices "oj: th~ Forward ,~ov~en~ and 
very few who attended the afternoon seSSIon were present ,~~!"ped, wI~h ~he. Forward M9vement COmmIttee s, ap
in the evening. They were scattered in: the, various pro~aI,., ~s' reptE:sentativ:e 6f tge' 'Baptist position. The 
res~aurants and hotel dining rooms discussing 1fue events' . address" entitled "The Ba.ptist Message" will be 'fouQd on 
of the day. ' , , ," , .:',' " , Q' .page Qne of this issue. ' . 

It seemed to me.that ,at all the remaining sessions 'of .i3aptists who i"e~d this story may'· form' their own 
the' ConveQtion which I attended the delegates were judgment a's to whether there is' aught of "fanaticism" 
BOmew~at subdueq. Although a great victory, had been tor ... ·bigotry ... in~ tbis m~ssag!l. 'So' ~ar~ as ~ a~ aware, it 
a~ieved, and, the' enemy had been utte~ly. routed, many is a,"fait representation: of, the Baptist posItion ,'as'repre
Qf .the delegates seemed to be possessed of a feeling akin seIited by'meIi ~ike. SJlUrgeon and others in England, and 
to that which aniinatE:d a certain prophet following a men like Gambrell and 'Carrol} in the' Southern, and Armi-. 
great vi~tory 'by: the armies of Israel ove~ the Syrians:' tage, Henson-.and-9~ht!rli 'in tbe ~orthern, United' Stl;l.tes; , 
"The prophet came -to the king' of Israel,. and said unto and' suc'l1'.men as Fyfe~. Davidson, Dadson, Goodspeed, .and 

\ him, Go, strengthen thyself, " and' mark, . and· see what others; in -'Oanada.,. The ·message ',of the J arv.is ~Street 
thou doest;, for. at the ,return of the year the king, .. of pulpit has been consistent. with this mess::tge, these now 
Syria will a,me-up against· thee." . ,'.,;. f9rty-three years; aiJ.d~so· far as I ,know,' throughout the 

The only other matter of 'importance decided by' the m.!nist~ of. all my ,?~ede<:es~or~, ,I advoc~.te~· nothing'n~~ ~ 
Convention was the adoption of the recommendation to a~ .. Ottawa, and &tIlI .procl.!!-lm. t)1e prmclples of~ 'thIS 
proceed with the Forward Movement;' Thus· the De- Jtte.s~ag~., ' . " 
nomination came into step with all the other denomina- ',. .. ·Mod~ism.:Se~keth Mischief , 

·'lions-!.the plan being to raise a certa'in amount of money, ,,' Soine" appreciative brethren' 'have enquired as to my 
for'the missionary interests of'each denominati-on,-and to reason fot going 'so 'far back in 1fue telling of this story. 
conduct a canvass Qf the entire membership of all the My answer' is very simpl,e: It is' impossIble to undEmitand 
,churches in one 'particular 'week. ' ' . : . ':.' :. the 'story .wi'thou t knO'wi-ng'something of the history from 
, . After 'returning to 'T~ronto I did not even refe~ to 1he whi,ch 'it. springs,' One 'cannot exp~a'in 'the fate ·of those' 

-Ottawa -vjctory, in 'any pu:blic way;' 'but' quietly resumed ' "whos~ carcases fell in the' wilderness" without the story 
my duties, going on with fue work of Jarvis Sireet of, Kadesh-b'arnea." One cannot understand" Hosea's 
Church: ''Committees were 'orgapized for,·the prosecu- pathet.ic cry:' "ThY'calf,'O :Samaria, hath c~t,thee'off," , , 
'tion of the Forward Movement ·Campaign. I was' asked' , without go~ng, back through' ~sr~~l's unbroken 'reco:rd of 

".to· ~o-operate ~ith·Dr. John MacNeill'in effecting the' ,idolatry-to the day wh,en JE;.roboam, the son of Nebat, set 
orgaIl:ization of .the Denom'ination, . This, we '''did~; 'by'· up calve!" 'of'.-gold in 'Dan' an.:d :J3ethel, and th~s opened 
means of a tour, through the' whole. de~9minational cOn- the ··gat~· for all his successors 'to walk in "·the way Of 
stituency, covering -the churches in conferences at ~ari- Jeroboam;' ,the soli of'Nebiit, who made 'Israel to sin." 
ous centres., By this meanl!., we were' ablE!' to' cover the In this contz:over&y, also, questl.ons 'were at issue wIliich 
whole' Denomi~ation in a.month, except the extrem'itie8 had everywhere been disturbing the.'Christia,n V'{orld dur- . 
of Northern Ontario, and West to FOrt William. These ing the' same: 'period,' ,In' many places differenc~s' have 

.. Dr. MacNeill and- Ivlsited Jater, some· time early i~ been composed, not on principle, nor in conformity 'Yith 
Jan~ary, nineteen hundred and twenty.' :, : convic;tion, 'but ori bases Qt;compromise. :Calves pf~gold 

, hav.e been erected to ohv'iate the 'necessity of the -tribes' 
'The Baptist }\fessage going li'p to Jerusaiem<to.the pla,~e' of sacrifice, and to 

, The Forward Movement .was thereafter ,carrie"'. to' a: the ministry of the High ,Priest. It is, perhaps, .too early 
succ~ssful issue: We set out with an o'bjective ofthreetb judge 'of .the effects:of the compromisiQg" pacificism'of " 
hup.dred thousand dollars, and ieached :,mQre, than .t~ce ~o-'Called' Evimgelicals.! Modernism has come, to the. 
that sum. The months immediately following the Cori- chi.lrches ' of' 'Christ as' did Ben-hadad;:to the king .of 
vention at'Ottawa were very fully occupied in organizing Israel, saying:' . "Thy"silver and thy :gold is mine; thy" 
for, and 'executing, the ForWard. Movement Programme. . wiv~s 'also and thy children, even, the" goodliest, are 
I joined.wjth Dr."MacNe'iIl'on:condition we set before miri'e;" 'And'inva'riablypacificist Evangelicals have an-' 
the Denomination a. programme· in harmony' with, the' ~ swered as did the ldn'g of,israel: "My ,lord,' 0 king, .ac-· 
Ottawa decision. It, W!1S agreed that the afternoon ses~ cording. to thY." saying; I am thine, and all that I have." 
sion, of each conference with"the. churches be given toBui' 'each' sil,rrender 'has., been,'follQwed' by a further de-

, organization, and the eyening session"~ two in's~irational rruirid, e'ven:a~r-it,is :written of :~en-hada:d:' "And the mes~ 
add~esses, Dr. MacNeill 'con'cludhig tJie session as ·Presi- 'sengers ':&lIlle""aga-in,; and'said', :,Thus',speaketh Ben~hada:d, 
dent, witJh an address ,on:: "The': Baptist l\Iissi~n",<aild.j ':saYihg,: ,Mthojlgh ;1! h'ave:,:sent :.'uiito .:thee, ",say.ing" Thou 

':preceding him ,~th _an add·ress on "The Baptist 'Mes-slialt nEiJ.iver ~e 'thy snver; .,and, thy g(ild; arid' thy 'wives" 
", ' 
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Church~ Emptied by Unbel~e£ ... " and thy children; yet I will send ·my serv~nts. unto ·thee 
to-morrow about this time, and ·they shall search thine 

'house; ana the 'hou'ses of' thy' servants·;' and'it ·s.hall be, 
tha~ whatsoever is pleasant in thine eyes; ~ey shall put 
it.in their hand, and take it away." It is not to be won
dered at that the king of Israel "called all the"'elders of 
the land, and said, Mark, I pray you,. and see. how this 
man seeketih mischief: for he sent unto me for my .wives, 
ahd for my children;and for my sHver, aM for my gold; 
and I denied him not." Nor is it in the least surprising 
that at length "all the elders and all the people said unto 
him, Hearken not unto ·him, nor consent." The difficulty 
has been to persuade the pacificists that Modernism was 
seeking "mischief". But now that it has done i~ work 

.'Similar· cOnditions obtain in other. places. Last sum.
mer' t motored with· some· friends' through' ConJlectic~t;' 
and Massachusetts, 'Maine, and up.into the Province pf. -
Quebec. Silnday'we parked our 'trailer ou~ide· Augusta, 
Maine, the capital of the state of Maine. 'S,undayeveniIl,g 
we went into the city.to find a service., Wedi!lcovez:ed 

for some years, what follows? . , ' 
Only to-day I received a letter from England, contain

ing this postscript: 
"Last' week I casuaIlly passed --Road'Baptist Chapel. 

a' Baptist church, 'a fine, large, stone building, but·.all 
wali! dal'k. Inquiring at the parsonage nearby, We learn~4' 

, that the Pastor was not away from. ho~e .. ,but ·was out 
motoring, and -his wife told us that she feared,we sho~ld 
not be .. able to find a religtous service anyWhere jp, the 
city. We mad~. further inquiI:i.e,s, wbi'Ch only co~fi~ed 
her fears .. We motored ~bout to see if, perchance, so~e 
little.~i~sion were open anywhere. Th~re ~.ay.h~ve.peen, 
b.ut we could not find one., 411 the principal cht(x:c1!-es 
were dark;· and· ~o far as the wife of this ·Pastor. ~uliJ. 
inform UB, there was not a. religious service ,of ~ny kind 
in· all the capital city of the. state o:f,Maine. tlJ,a.t"SU;ridiiY. 
evening. That is what Modernism does. . . . ,. . 

As I passed 'and stood to rlook at the Chapel, an Imposing 
building, burlt only fdfty years ago, a man approached me 
arid asked if I were interested, and whether I would like 
to see th~ Ch·apel.. I. said, 'Yes.' He 1hen conducted. me all 
ove'r it, I asked 'him: 'How are you getting on here?' He 
replied: 'We are on our l'ast legs, sir. We get o~ly t~n or 
twe'lve ':(or 'a Sunday morning congregatiOn. We have no 
mon~y to pay a 'minister, so· an aged, retired, ·minister 
kiindrly comes and ministers to us free of' cost. They can 
pay me only tw.enty-five shillings a week to· clean and care
for this nice large Chapel. I.do not know'~'at we shall do 
except to shut it up, and that soon.' He told .rne that 'he 
had been, Chapel-keeper for nearly thirty yean, and said,: 
'We· used to be fun of people, We paid our mindster six 
hundred pounds 'a year.' '. ". 

"The Chapel is situated in·a fine residential. district, thou
sands and tens of thousands ofpe6pie. within 'a radius of' 
one-qua·rter to one-harlf rni'le. Aitd 'yet,' such il rbuilding 
must soon be shut up.". . 

: OUr correspo~dent adds: "if it were not for the Bap,. 

I recently received word from one of the young men_ of. 
Jarvis 'Street, who was in Winnipeg, and wno attended, a 
Baptist Church there, not in the evening hut in the'morn
ing, a, church in, which in days. gon~ by I 'had preache~ ~ 
to not less than twelve to fifteen hundred· people. I· was, 
indeed, told that it seated eighteen: hundred, whiCh'I 
thought was possibly an exaggerated estimate;' . But this 
young man sent word to me, throti'gh his brother, that 
at a morning service in .that Baptist ·Ch\lrc;:h· of: Winni
peg, the entir,e congregation, including h~mself and' ·the 
preacher, number~d sixteen' persons; six of'whom were 
in the choir, and ·nine in the pews. That may have been 
fifteen too many." Why should people go to church' where 
they are offered' stones for' bread? . Why should people 
go through a form of prayer if when they ask a fish they 

, tist.Union 'Sustentation FiIpd, it strikes_ me tha~ s~res 
of Bap.tist ~hu-rches would be compelled to close down. ' 
IIi 'tlJat,-case, '~hat woul4"become of the apOstate' Baptist 
Union? And' as I see it, Modernism, is the 'enemy' that 
'hath done this." . 

"'Oh, my dear sir, how certain I am ,that your ·uncpm
promising attitude to this 'enemy' is the only right one!" 

are given a' serpent, or, asking an egg,:' are offered' a 
scorpion ~ The time is rapidly approaching when over 
the deserted shrines of mod~rnized "Christianity the 
pathetic cry will again \ be liea~: '''Thy calf, Q Samaria, 
hath cast thee off." It is for this reMoIi, 'and in order 
that I may lay a' sound, historical,· and philosophical, 

-basis for my argument, that I have'rehearsed this story. 
But we have not to go to .England to find .conditions' 

like this. Rochester, New Y9rk,' was opce a: great Bap- - ·History.and Prophecy 
tist centre, and Rochester . Th$!Ological Seminary was one Furthermore, I would endeavour to lead 'my readers 
of the 'greatest in :the land. About,a tear ago I conducted . to take such a broad and long view of the religious 
a week's mission in' an eva~gelical church in that diy, Cl..uestio,ns of the day as will force them to an 'exaIilinatiop 
aqd o~e morning addressetl· a:"meeti;ng "of' perhapS fi:£:ty . of their historical' origins. 'I ain ,increasingly convi:tlced 

, . or sixty ministers; who I;Lssein'bled:in confe~nce. They that no man can truly prophesy 'of the future, who is 
'were invited by th~· mjnister. ~ ask ~e .questions. I ignMan~ .of the pasl:. That. is to say, ~istory· and 
eould speak only out of my experience, and not with any 'prophecy go, hand in hand; and it is true· of more than 
authority on many of the auhjects.. But among the· ques- the physical universe that, "The thing that hath been, 
. tions asked was: '''What do you' think of Sunday closing?" it is that which shall be; and' that' which· is done.is that· 
I asked' for an explanation of ·the· question .. assuming that which shall be done: . and there is no new thing: under 
,it applied to -the closing of theatres, or of bar-~oo'ms on the 'sun: Is there a;ny thing whereOf it may be said, 'See, 
Sunday. To my astonishment, my questioner replied th!rt- tl).is is new? it hath been already of old time, wliicl!.wy 
he meant the closing of churches on Sunday" and '-par- before us. Ther~ is no remembrance of former things;, 
ticuladY on. ISunday evening~ I told'them that as I had neith~r I\hall there be any :remembrance of things ~hat 
never been under 'the ·necessity. of 'c6nsideri,ng . such a are to come with those that sh,all come after.~' '. . 
problem, I had no answer, except to deplore the conditions' . Furthermore, this .story is written in the hope" that 
which could even suggest· such a question. Then' I was it will be especially useful to minist.ers, . WhlIe. J. ~Qnt 
informed that thirty-eight churcpes in Ro.chester' of all ~ot myself .to have apprehended, either ~inisterially,.Qr 
denominations . h~d combined in an, effort to hold an' in a:ny oth~r 'Nay, and would not.;p.r~sume to any com
evening .. service. The thirty-eight churches included petency to· advise my brethren, ,the inexorable march.:of 
many of' the largest chu·rohesin Ro~hester. " .The. reslllt ~he ·$ea,sons, apd tpe public ringing ·ou~ :of. th~: old·Ye~~ 
of their united efforts was a Sunday evening congrega- and ringingjn of the.new, together com,pel'me to aclmowl-
tion not..eXceeding two.hundred!·. . . '-' ..... etlge 'tha~ I have passed the' period of my novitia.te ... 1 
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was a minister's son before I ,became a minister, and 
have spent my whole life among ministers. Although a, 
happy .participant in many of the joys. of the ministry, 
I 'have not by any means escaped its 'sorrows, its real 
heart-breaks, its Get!hsemanes and its 'Calvary.s. And -if I 
can say a word that will,hearten some hUd-pressed com
rade in the war, that will lead some sorely-beset con
tender for ·the faith to take a fresh hold upon his sword, 
and. with new confidence in the invulnerability of the 

'Christian's ·armour "to. withstand in the .evil day, and 
having done all, to stand" .. I shall feel that I have not 
written in vain. . 

Personally, I have no sympathy with any hierarchical 
form of government, be it Presbytery, or 'Cou·ncil, or 
Synod,' or Episcopate, or what not. I believe the·'New 
Testament 'churches were autonomous, independent, 
bodies; existing under a- form of ·government suited to a 
spiritual body; being, therefore, organisms, 'rather than 
organizations.' And I believe that the prophet of the, 
Lord must be a free man, so conditioned that, when 
occasion requires, he can call heav:en and earth to w:it
ness that he has not shunned to declare the whole counsel 
of God. 

" 

two, scriptUl:ally it 'belongs to the pastor, and not to the 
deacons. T:he pastor ·is called an "overseer". Believers 
are exhorted to "obey them that have'the rule over you~'; 
and ministers were described to still other Christians 

. as th·ose who are "over you in the Lord". But neither 
pastor nor deacons exercise a~thority over each other, 
nor over the church, by virtue of their office; for if there 
be any precedence in rank in the Christian .church, it 
mUM 'be attributable solely to a superiority in S'Piritual 
quality. He who sel'Ves best will thus become chiefest 
of all. . 

The ,author's Forward Movement address, to which 
reference has a:lready "been made in this cha;pter ,i's' to be 
found, under ,the caption "The, Baptist-Message," on p~ge 
one of hhis issue.' , . 

(To be Continued) .-
THE ARK, A TYPE OF CHRIST'S 

SALVATION 
One of the earliest types ·of the Saviour was Noah's ark, 

by which a certain company, not only of men but· also 
of the lowest animals; were preserved" from perishing by 
water, and were floated out of the old world into the new. 

A Biblical Ministry See, going. up the hill on which the ark is built, not only 
The exercise of such a ministry, however, is not always the fleet gaztrl1e, the timid sheep, the patient ox, the 

easy in so-called "free'~ churches. I have wondered noble horse, the generous dog, and the fair creatures that 
whether these centralized forms of eCclesiastical govern- . you would wish to spare; but here comes the lion, his 
ment may not be the evolution of a human plan to correct jaws all stained with blood; here is the fierce tiger and 
obstreperous spirits in the lOcal, church. ·Whether that the wild hyena, the filthy swine and the stupid ass; creat- . 
principle could be historically established I will not ures of all kinds come hither and find shelter. Who com
presume to say. But I have known from personal ob- plains? I hear no voice lifting ·up its veto and crying; 
servation not .... a few who have ceased to be Baptist "There is no room for the swine here; there is no room 
ministers, and have sought refuge in some religious }lody _ for the fierce tiger here." The ark was ordained on pur
where the minister would not he absolutely at the mercy .~ose to save some of every kind; and just so, our Saviour 
of the oligarchs, or plutocrats, in the local c'hurch. I Jesus receives all sorts of people into himself, and)t is no 
have known other preachers who, literally, obeyed the marVel if this milD receiveth I\:sinners. Hither fly, ye' loving 
scriptural injunction, "When they persecute you in this ,and tender doves! Hither come, ye sweet !>irds of purest 
city, flee' ye into another"; who have spent their minis- ., ,~! But ho, ,ye ravellS, eagles, vultures, and birds of 
terial ljves packing and unpacking in a vain· attempt to evil name, haste ye hitner also, for the ar.k receives all 

.flee'from the varying moods of the 'coppersmith-minded who come! -C. Hl SPURGEON 
Alexanders, and the world-loving Demases. I have known 
others who have remafned in a church just long enough 

, to sw~ep and garnish the house; 'but instead~of tarrying 
until the Holy Ghost should come and "fill all the place",. 
theY have moved on, with the result that their successor 
has ·fo.und tlU! place occupied by seven other evil spirits, 
the last state of the church being worse than the first. 

This story' is written to suggest to, my ministerial 
brethren· that a minister is a servant of God before 
he is a servant of the church, and that he owes his first 
allegiance to the one and only Head of the church; and 
that, though like. his 'Master, he takes· his place among 
his brethren as one that serveth, he should ever be able 
to say, "We preach not ourselves, ~ut Christ Jesus the 
~rd; and ourselves your servants for J;esus' Slake." 

This story is written in an endeavour to show my 
brethren that there is no scriptural, or practical, war
rant for regarding' the deacons of the church as· its . 

. superior officers. In the average church the deacons 
arrogate to themselves the function of directors and man
agers, to whom the' pastor, forsooth; must be in sub
jection and subservience. True, no pastor can be justi
fied in attempting to lord it over God's heritage; ·but 
equally true is ,it that no deacons can ·be justified in 
attempting to lord it over their pastor. The ministry 
of pastor and deacons should be a mutually co-operative ' 
service. But if there be any precedence 8S between the 

, ., 
A SIX·MONTHS'· STORY CONTINUED 

~ THIS IS~UE 
The story of THE GREAT CONTENTiON 

FOR THE FAITH bv Bible-beHeVinp; Baptists 
of Canada, which began in the front-page 
article of Nov. 20, will CO'.1tinue in instalments 
week by week for probably four to alxmorith .. 
, , We earnestly solici~ tlae co-operation of all 
our readers in making· this story as 1!idely 
known as possible. In order to give currency 
to it we will send THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
containin~ this st~ry week by week for the full 

'time -of its continuance - not less than six 
months _v for $1.00. Send in" your .. bscrip
tion immediately, and all subscriptions will 
begin with the first instalment in tbe issue of 
Thursday, November. 20th. 

NEW SUBSCRIPfIONS ONLY: 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS FOR SIX MONTHS 

FOR 81.00 
Addre'u 130 Gerrard St.· E., Toronto 2, Ont.' , 

" 

" 

/ 

i ., 



i 
r 
i 

", 

/ 

Febru~ 26, 1953 THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE (715) 11 

. 
CHRIST'S ALMIGHTY "THEREFORE" 

AND ITS TEACHING 
amine, it we ~haIl find a. work given, a. need recognized, 

- and a support promised.' ' 
I. First, th~_text speak.s of A WORK 'GIVEN: ",Go ye 

and teach all nations." A Sermon by ReV. T .. T. SJiields 

Preached in Delhi, Ont., Baptist Church 
November 14th, 1897 , " 

This sermon, without the alteration of a word; is re- I 
printed as it appeared in The Oanadian Baptist of Janu
ary 6th, 1898. Thus it was printed over fifty-five years 
aJfo. The preacher does not remember to have perused it 
wIthin fifty years, and he read it for the first time, 
December 15th, 1952. It is not published 'because the 
preacher is at. all proud of it; ,but he is thankful that by 

, God's grace, throughout his entire ministry he has never, 
at ~y point wavered in respect to the great principle 
herein enunciated. We publish it thinking it may be of 
jnterest to those who read the sermons in The GospeZ 
Witness week by week, ,to read a sermon by the same 
preacher, 'preached fifty-five' years ago. We would have ' 
our readers remember that the preacher was very 
young at that time! . 

The sermon here published was written November 9th, 
and is No. 236 in ·the long list of over 1,500 carefully 
written sermons, which was the preacher's regular prac
tice, until some time in the> year 1921, when the theo
logical war, into which he was precipitated, made such 
writing as. an 'habituB!1 practice, impossible. 

"ALL power is' given unto me in heaven and ih earth. 
Go ye, 'therefore, 'and teach all nations'.'~-Matt. 

xxviii. 18, 19. ' 
These are the w()rds of the Head of the Church, who, 

on another occasion, said, "'I will build my church." I 
want to emphasize· these two pronouns this morning.' 

. "Our ohurch," say we. It exists for our profit, for our 
pleasure; and by ()ur desire. "My church," said Christ, 
meaning a spiritual organization existing only by His 
power, for the' doing of 'His will 'and for His glory. "He 
built up the church," we sometimes hear it said of some· 
perhaps only seemingly suc~essful pastor. In such a case, 
we admit, it is not infrequently well' to speak so, for 
there are some "built-up" churches whose walls are not 
of "living stones". But Jesus s~id, "I wilI ,build my 
church" ... Did He not mean this: "My church shall be 
of My design; Uke the tabernacle of old, all things' shall 
be made 'according to the pattern'. I am the Architect, 
and I will be the Builder. The p'lans, the material, the 
'wor~en-all shall be mine: it is to 'be My church, and 
I will build it, and the gates ()f hell shall not prevail 
to hinder Me." ,.. 

That, I think, was what Jesus meant. And as "',solomon 
built the house and ,finished it," because God ,had before 
said' he should do 8O,SO Christ s'h~ll fulfil HiS! own word 
'and completely finish the construction of the "spiritual 
bouse" which is to abide forever. . ~ . 

The true church recognizes no authority other than 
that of Him who decla.red, "All authority is given unto 
Me in heaven' and: in earth." There are to he no 
assi'stant arehitects in the church to improve upon the 
plans of the original Designer. There must :be no sub
contractors either. Ohrist will employ His 'workmen, and 
they must look for their reward to Him alone. The 
Christian has no right to sublet his worlc to, the Devil. 
In this respect "every man shaH bear his own burden", 
or a'Ccount 't,o the, Master":Builder for its transference to 
other, shoulders. "One is your Master, even Christ; and 
all ye are brethren." 

Our text this morning is a summary of the Slpeci'fica
tions for the Ibuilding'of the "spiritual house". Here is 

, the foundation of all missionary enterPrise. If we ex-

~ 

Mention is made of the workers to be employed: "Go 
ye." \ To the unsaved there is only ()ne commana --.: 
"'Believe on the. Lord Jesus Christ." To His disciples, 
and 'to His disciples' only, did iChrist 'Commit 'the doing 

'of His ,work. "Go ye," saith He. "Soon, go work today 
in My vineyard." " -

The character of the work is here specified. It is to be 
spiritual; "make disciples." That is the Church's, as 'it 
is the individual Christian's only business, to '!make 
disci'ples." Not to amuse, not to entertain, n()t to enrich 
with material wealth, but to "make Christians ;~' and 
having done so, to further instruct in the truths of the 
Gospel. . ., 

Again. -We are not left in ignorance as to the .eztent 
,o/_our work. We are not to 'he occupied ever and only 
'with working out our own ,salvatioI1"; we are not to con
fine. our efforts to the limits of an eight-roomed .house, 
and be missionaries only to such as are "near and dear" 
to us; but "'all nations" are to receive our teaching, 
be to!1ched ,by our imluence, and 'blessed 'by our lives. 

II. THE NEED OF THE CHURCH is also ,Sp()ken of in the 
text. It is suggested that "power" is necessary for the 
accomplishment' of its work 

There is need of human power. By that I mean that 
since men and not angels are to preach the Gospel, there 
is need of hands and feet, and tongue, 'and eyes, and 
ears. and intellects-mental and physical :force are re
quired for the effectual preaching of the Word . 

Moreover, spirit'lWl power is equally ind~spensable. 
"N'ot by might nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the' 
Lord." If we, are to do lasting work our mental 'and 
phy~ica:l powers must be energized by the Holy Spirit. 
"Thou art my battle axe and weapons of war: for with 

. these will I break in pieces the nation.s, ,and with thee 
wi1l I destroy kingdOms," saith the Lord. You see we are 
only to 'he instruments-the sharper the better, of course 
-in an Almighty Hand. But the hand of the Lord 
and no other hand must-control the "battle axe", and the 
"weapons of, war" must be wholly surren'dered to Him, 
or the slain of the Lord will be few. 

Then fuere is what I may call financial power needed .. 
I have put this last, not 'because it is least 01" mo.'lt 
important but becau'se it is of this I want more par
ticularly to ,speak today. I lhave only a few weeks 
acquaintance with you, but I suppose you are like all 
other churches in this respect, that you need money. I 
hope, 'however, that you will be unlike many· others in 
your manner of getting it. We need money .. We need 
it for our home work, and for work away from home. 
As I said just now, "all nation~" must in some way be 
influenced by us. We must begin . here. But aU' our 
money is not, as, I have no doubt .some missionary 
antipa'thists :would tell us, "needed at home," -Ontario, 
Manitoba, and Quebec call for our financial a'id; India 
and South America. require us to give_ them some golden 
or silver evidence of our much-professed Christ-like' 
sympathy for them in their deep spiritual need. Money 
is needed and must be obtained for all these ·branches of 
work. The quest.ion is, How and from w.hom is it to 
be obtained? This l~ads 'us fo :consider the third ,point. 

III. THE HELP OF THE CHURCH. 
Listen, "'All ~wer is given unto me in heaven and 

in' earth. Go ye tke!eforel" Joseph. Cook says of Acts 
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II. 36, "I call that ,Peter's .oolossal 'therefore'." But row" of'II1-Y genem.us or .frightened nei'ghbora whatever. 
what shall~' we say of this "therefore" ,.of Peter's l.ord? I need? I may borr.ow his horse'or rig, his watch, ooat,' 
See: how He puts' into our ·han~.·the 'power that· Milt purse; all thJl.t ·belongs·to· ,hi:m~' and"~ll'it henceforth' and 
the worlds! He wPQ. made the world, can He not save forever my· own? By. ·such applfcatioil of -Scripture'as this 
it ~ He who lit. tPe 'S!lri, can He not enlighten it? He I should be allowed completely 'to ."spaii" my 'neighhQur,' 

,who .hath "in all' things the .;pre-eminence,"· is. not, He as th'e Israeiites ':~pOiled the Egyptians," but as' ·Jesus 
sU,ffici.en.t, for' OUIl" h~!p ~ Then. aga~n, ~'All power is given Christ, ':however, . did' not "sp~iI'·' His. neig1hrbor, . and as 
unto me In h~'Ven. 'and m ea;rtli: Go ye therefore. and teach' the ear'ly Christians were not. commanded or permitted 
all nationos." Oh, my brethreri, what need'we but to trust tb "spOil" their neighbo.rs. 'For ourselves 'we·. should' 'be. 
in Him? "All power" . does not. II¥!an a little' power. If much(afraid to try the expedient to 'which this a'rgume~t 
the tex.t :means, anything, .it mean'll that the power of must inevitably' lead US). lest ~ertain' policemen, 
Jesus' .is· qui,t'iE! equal to the' gigantic task of "making magistrates, prison cells and· various 'other inconvenient 
'disciples .of all natio!l'8," May we not call thi,s Christ's and uncomfort~ble things should proceed to' "·Bipoil''-us. 
almighty "th>erefore"? When lIJj,dad asked to be allowed But I think that even the "Old' Testament condemnB', thi8 

.. to. ~et\ll'n ,to th~·s .pW!lla~d, P~raoh ,asked. ,"But ~hat ~uist principle oi indi8cri'minate aiYPeril. Abrl,l;m would rece.re 
thou lack~ WIth me that thou f!eekest to go to thine own .of the King Of Sodom on1y such.provision as' his ·young 
country?" And Hadad could only aIDswer:, '~Niothing." . man had earne.d, "lest he'should, say; I have made Abram 
-And "what thas .the Ohurch laCked I with Jesus that· she ricH." The tabernacle was Ibuilt" of material voluntarily,. 
Should Ibe ,~s one t~at. turneth,a:sfde ,by the flocks 'of"His: ~ntribute~ by. t~e ~ople' of, '004 (.Ex:' .XXXV •• 21-22). 
<;ompanions"? 'l."here is no reason for ,the Ohurch to he .a Solomon dId no~ receIve ce~ar· and .fir from, Hlra~ of 
'~ggar, if,' in her wand~ring; 'she . 'hath' n~t forgotten Tyre ~i~?ut givin~ wJleat an~ ~inn retu"!, .Ezra was' 
"Wthere He feedetlh where He'maketh His flock to rest at not only ashamed to .. as~. help of the kmg because 
noon." Jesus sa:i~ 't6 His di!!'Ciples, "When I sent you h~.ha;d. ~~clared his .confidence that .the Lord w~~ld ~elp 
wtthOut purse, or scrip, or shoes, lacked ye' anything?" hIm, put 'Y?en help ,w!!'s Qffered un~ked he ~eph~d: 'Ye 
And they, like Hadad, were obliged to 'answer, "Nothing." have .. ~othm:g. to do wIth-'l!s to .b~lld a!l :house unto,ou.r 
. . . .., . " . . God; }jut we ourselves together wIll buIld unto ·the Lord .. 
. ~t us today re~em'be! OUT. Lord''S' almlgp.ty ''There- God' of J.srael," (Ezra iv. 3). . 

fore:" If men and ·wo~en. are n~e?ed, do .not tr~ to sup- -But the Constitution of ·the Christian ehurch is .not 
ply. the la~k by com:nllttmg sPIr1,~~al w?rk ic? u~godlr. contained in the Old Testament. We'may speculate. about 
~an4s. ~ppea~, to' HlID t~ whom.;. ~ll powe~ -IS !g~ven, Noah's carpenters-who!,e s.ons they. wer~, and 'what 
P.ray ye the I:ord of ~k,e, ka~~8t that He would send became of them, and many., pretty stories and, ,partial , 

forth laborers mto .HIS harvest. analogies may he told to. up.thinki rig ,people as ~ the 
If-. spiritual pow.er· is lacking, . seek not, ·like .Nadalb means 'by w·hich the Jewish' nation' was provided .with 

and· Abihu, to' offer' the sacrific~ ·with "'strange fire".: Let, food and clothing, and other necessary' things.· But these 
us wa:it. for th.e ~fire of Pentecost, even tarrying at our have no' weight as arguments in matters pertaining to· 'the. 
Jerusalem for .the enduerp.ent 'w~th the power from on .New ,Testament churcfuls. 'The ~tles did not iniro
high. For th\ supply. of' our .financial needs we are to ,duce the financial methods of the Jewish theocracy' into . 
give of our ,substance' in the same measure that Ohrist the Christian Church.:- T·he tenth on~y was no . longer . .' 
gave, viz" ;all ,we have to ,give, We must take our barley required'-:"'biIt all. . -

'loaves,· not to the .. church; b~t to Jesus. And if they be 'The question which should conc'ern us todaY·.is this: 
but .five and the multitude great, having given. our all' Whcit is' the teaching of. the New'Testament wifik regard 

- we have arightt6·~ect even the wOllking of a miracle. ,·to th"e supply of· ·the pecuniary .needs ',of the Church? 
W,hen ·five loaves ~re .gi'Ven to J e~us to feed five t.housand ': Certain peopl~ tell us, :that the New Testament teach~ng 
souls, by -the a,lteratu:m of \relatIve valJIes and mother 'is in perfect harmony with the idea that it is the 
ways He is able to distribute ~hem aga~n through· the "'Christian's duty to solicit, help of, all their un,godly' 
dis~iples to the mult!~ude, and send none of them ,emptY!leigh~ors to carryon the Lord's work.. J don,'t see .how 
away.. . . ' any m~n:- with ~wice. tne assistance the ~ritgen 'Rays 

. I have selected. the t¢rt for this morning rather as mighi give, cim fi!ld in any New Testament .Scriptures 
being suggestive' of ·a sUlbject ·wit;h which I wish to deal, the slightest warrant for,' any '.such practice .. However, 
than for. the' purpose .of' te~tual e~position .. And now I let us see:- /, 
think- I Tay ·still ~'~tick to the 'text/, and, ye~ .use this .. Did Jesus ever beg for· Himself? He-was so poor'. that· 
opportumty to .att~pt the refutatIon of some of the to many He might frequ~ntly have said,: with a very 
arguments which are frequently employed to_counteract . literal significance, "I Was an ~hungered and ye' gave .me: 
the text's. most evident teaching. no meat." But notwithstanding His great and .frequent 

The Old Testame~t ~ sometimes quoted as authorizing needs. He. did not borrow of His neighbors as' ·Ohristians 
tlle'~all too frequenJ; gener~l appeals. which .'are made to are'sometimes advised to 'do today. As·a worker .of His 
tne godly and' ungodly aIi:ke .for aid to prosecute the Father's works. and as. the example of the ChUi'eh He 
Lord's work. But hi this matter, as' in many' others,' came to establish, He;·~ai! ,ever careful-to maintain 'His 
Scripture i8 oftert mi8applied. "1- :lfave heard of the entire independence, not only of the' State, but of the 

, Israelites' conduCt, on their leaving E.gypt, being quoted world. State-support" means State control, ·and worldas an exampl~. to 'be . followed by'the New Testament. IJupport means world .co~t~ol, and Jesus knew it. We. 
Church. They who a4duce this argument, .seem to forget Baptists ialk much 'about tp,e sepa'rat,ion ,o'f 'ChurCh :and 
that the Israelites "borrowed"· 'of the Egyptians for State, and we do well. I would that the ,equally Scriptural 
their oWn 'private a~d 'person~l necessities. lam 'a.fraid ,doctrine of the separation of the Church and the .world 
that the admi-ssion of this argument" would result in very were as widely and as enthusiasti~ally proclaimed! . 
ser-ious comp1ications. It would put an. end to all, If jesti~ SqUght the.h~pitaiitY·~f the.ta.x:gatheJ;er, it 
ehristia.n :industry .. Why. ~hotiI4. I ~ork if I may ~'bor- . was beca.u.se ~,~ knew that. Z\acc~eus "~~.ght.to see oleSous;' 
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, who He was." Had the -Saviour known that J.ucias, the earth? ' And will her well-Beloved leave her tb 'the tender 
treasurer of the then ohu.rch, had in ibis ",bag" money, mercies of the world whose 'Very ",friendship" is "enmity 0 

_which; by His own, command, had' been solicited of the' against God"?' ,I trow. not. ,In answer to her prayer _ 
"Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites," would He have felt of faith, Jesus will' well and Bufficiently ,provide .for the 

, free' to say to· them: J'Ye serpents, ye generation of ,Bride of His choice, tRat is, for th,e edification of those " , 
, vipers,· how can ye 'escape 'the damnation' of hell?" And members who have been a1ready "predestinated, called, 

will not the filling of the. bag with the money of the )ustified;" and' for the effectual calling' of those wnom. 
'Pharisees .tie the. 'Preacher's, tQngue 'today?' Then the' " the Father "~hatJh chosen in Him 'before, the foundation of 
'question was asked of Peter~ "Doth not your. Master pay the world." Let not, the heavenly Bride dishonor her 
tribute?" His Master dld not have a social, or gal den Lord by beg.ging of His enemies. -Llk~' E,zra, she may 
'pa:rty, or any other such pauper's assistant. to help Him well be "ashamed"·,to ask heLp of any but her members' 
pay the taxes,. but-by the exerci,se of His own "power"-. and ,her Lord, seeing she hath· declared her 'perfect confi- , -
as He said to Peter, '. ':Lest w-e should off,end them"-He- 'dence in Him. ' , 
provided for Himself and His di-sciples. Al,ld He :will do 0nepoint more. I met- recently, with an' argument 
the same today.. . " "i which)s by no means new and which· is veri frequently 

" .-Did Jesus ever. o.uthorize His disciples ,to beg, either ~sed. It. was couched in t~e fol~owing words: "Thl! silver 
. for themselves or for their work? H;e· .who was "a and the .go~d belong to God, 'o.nd Will do ·the'Lord's work 
. Teacher: come from God" , was not a prof~or of be,ggary, etjuaUyweU, whether contrjbuted by BQ,~t or sinner,. or 
and they who studied'in His' school were quite unlearned taTten, as ,on on~ occtiBion, from a. /ish's mouth." ,In' the 
in that most unenviable accorilJplishment.' ~hen He sent first place, there is-eertainly some money. whi.ch has no 

, fqrth "the twelve to preaoh, He especially. charged them place in the Lord's t~urY. Even the conscience-sear:ed 
to make no provision for their journey, ·"for," said He, priests of Judas Iscariot's day believed this. And today 
"the, workman is worthy of his meat." But of whom ' ... there is many a' dollar which may rightly be called "the 
were they 'to obtain their meat? Mark: "Into wh,l!otso-, price of blood," and much more' which might with, equal 

, ever city or town ye 'Shall eD:ter, en'qUire who in it· is . appropriateness, be styled "'th~ price of 'sin," and which 
Worth,'Y o.nd there abide tiU'ye go thence." Thus they were .. God, therefore, will not .pave in His treasury. A'gain, it 
to seek only the :hospitality of such Mwere "worthy", i.e., is certainly not true that money'''willdo the·,-Lord's,work 
.doubtless fai,thful to the Lord. \.' equally wen' whetHer ~ontri'buted by saint or simler." If 

.What wa-s the pro.ctice of the Christian Church o.f,ter that were tru~, W~y di.d Christ say of t~e :"widow's ,g~ft, 
Pentecost? Did the.disci:ples dC'Part in practice from the' when comparmg ·It wlth/ the greater . gifts of the rich 
princip1es their Master had inculcated? The' first coHec- . men, ".of a truth I say unto. you, that this :poor woman 
tion taken after Pentecost was'IM "all that believed" hath cast in more than they all"?' He who made, the 
(Acts if: 44). The next 'was also given by.the professed fi.v~ibarley l~v?s ~eed .fiv~ thousand.peop~e; can make the 
f9Ilowers of, Jesus (Acts iv. 33-35). Again: "The faithful ChristIans dollar, prayeJ;fulIy"glv:en, supply.the 
disciples,' every man according to his ,ability, determined 'lack of ~U the rumseUer's gold. ' .'. . 
to· send relief· unto the brethren which' dwelt in :Judea" I have no doubt that the money taken ,from the fish's 
(Acts xi. 29). 'Dhe '''contribution for th~ poor saints at mouth, at Chriiit's command, will do. all the work which 
Jerusalem/~ made !by certain people of . Macedonia and He intended it .should do. But since"there'is no.'Di'Vine' 

, ,Achaia was the beneficence of some who had "been mad~ command to attempt to. extract. money. for 'the J.,c;>~d's 
,partakers .of their (~he 'JerusaleJIl saints')' spiritual worok from t~e mOJlth of "~h!J.t o~~·serp1!nt,. w:hich is the 
things". (Rom. xv. 26-~7). The phristians of Corinth and O'e,yil and Satan," we are of the opinion that Jhis latter, 
Galatia were alike ordered' to make the co'llection for course would be rather an·unwise, not to say dangero~s, 
the saints in this way: "Before, the .first day· of the e,xperi~eDt. ; _. " 
week let ~very one. of you .(rio commandhe:re ~ 'ask un- ~very o,ne must believe that': tli~ silver and the gold 
godly ~ei'g'h'bors, for aid' to propagate the Lord's '\York!') . ·o.1'e the L,ord's; but if it be Uis why M,t ask Him for it, 
lay: by him in 'store as, God hath prospered him" (I Cor~ ins.tead of seeking ,'the "dew's heEp? Why should the' 

, ·xvi. 1-2. If Paul labored' with his hands: that he 'mig~t . devil be asked-to preach the ,giorious Gospel of th~ blessed! 
not: be "chargeable" or "burdensome" to the ch~rches, IS • God? Did Jesus ever commission him' to do so? There 

, it ~ikely that he would allow Mmself to become chargeable was. an interrogative prover,b in ·the olden time: "Is Saul 
to the- unoelieving worl~?'.' Would· he permit an unbe-. 'alsQ' amon.g th~ prophe~?" Today we might appropri-:, 
liever to "~e his, glorying 'v:oid~' ~f i.t were. better for ately e~quire, Is the devil also .among ,the prophets,? Has' 
him to: die than·t!ta;t "any man". should do SQ?,' he 'been ,mv~nely calle~ to the ministry 'of ,the ,saints? 

Again: The Scriptura.l- /ig,ure repres~nting the Church 'Rabl!h,akeh, enemy ot· 'Israel though. he was, uttered 
contains much teo.ching. .T,he Chr.istian· . Church ,is' the 'a, -truth ,when !he· said: "Lo, :thou tnistest in' the staff 

. Bride of Christ. "Christ loved the' Church and· gave 'of.'this broken reed, on E,gypt; whereon if man lean, it 
Himself for it.'! T,he Bri'de' is not the, Cpurch, 'as it' 'is will go ,into his hand, 'and pierce it, so is Pharaob King 

: today, but as it. shall be in t~e day when "the 'marria'ge' of Egypt to-all 'that trust in him.~' They who borrow 
of the Lamb is come; and His: wife hath .made herself ·the. weapon.s' of the Lord's enemies. will surely be 
ready." That is to say the Church i.s to. be ~omposed of '~pi~reed,"'and. will <suffer infinitely ,greater \llarnJ. than tJhe 
"the dead in Christ,",' and of th~se who~ shall be ",alive enemies against ,whom the)\ are employed. Let us do our 
andrem.ain' unto th,ecoming of the Lord." T.hey 'are the utmost, my"brethren, for the teaching of !'all nations," 
members of Ghrist's body whc;>"are "elect according to the -dePendiIig ,UopQD the Lord's blessing for our success;' and 
foreknowledge ~f God the Father." , let ,tis, lean UPon His promi,ses. who Is' so lovingly and 

Ilb~ii~ye it' is,gener!llly s~,pposed'to,,be t~e husband~s 'met:¢ifully almighty, for the swpply of our ,greate~'need. 
,duty·to .SUPI)()rt his·~ife'-_·T~at, at least, is.the Scriptural For,,it 'is written,:; ,"'W~ to',the rebeJ!.iou,s e~ild;r~Ji1, ~!l.ith 
"view: of.the 'case, 'and upon this I base my ··argument. Is the', ~rd,' that take coq,nsel, but not: of me; ; and ;that 
,the·Bride of th~ LOrd of ~glory·to be 'a lPIluper in.tJte· cover with.a coveri~g, but not-of my spirit,'.that·they ., . 
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may add sift to 'B!in: that walk to go down i~to Egypt, and confessions and penances. The. Book became a "treasured 
have not asked at my mouth; to strengthen themselves prisoner", and for the time escaped the premeditated 
in -the strength of Pharaoh, and to trust in the 'shadow fate. It burned' its way intober affections. Re
of Egypt! Therefore shall ,the strength of Pharaoh ~,be peated enquiry ·could not wrest from her the secret of 

- your shame, and the trust in the shadow of Egypt your its whereabouts. At intervals she devoured its truths. 
confusion." . May the Lord deliver us from this shame- In the cowshed she por'ed over its pages. A peace sur-
ful confusion of face for His name's sake. passing strange had entered her soul. . Like a bird from· . 

a ca'ge,' she knew that release had come. Her ..... bigotry 
OUT O'F THE FOWLER'S SNARE melted as the -book continued.to cast its spell over her' 

,spirit. She knew what Rome had never taught, her to 
By AND~W BORLAND, M.A. dream of knowing, that Christ's work was complete,' and 

From The Christitm Irisllmtm, January, 1958 , forgiveness of sins was possible. 
HER body lies in the quaint,and beautifully-situated . The verse that arresied her eye, 'and' forced he~ atten

burying-ground 'attached to the Friends' Meeting ~ tion was, "Who his own self 'bare our sins in' his own 
Room near Moy-Allon, in Northern Ireland·. F'ew Wit- body on the tree" (1 Peter 2:24)., For weeks Rose rested 
I).essed, the interment,- just a handful'of friends whose there; al).d read till the strange words had' become a p~-

. lives had been sweetened by the saintliness of a devoted manent 'part of her mental content. The Roman Catholic 
fol~ower of Christ. There was no sor-row as the plain WOman had found the Saviour; and the Saviour would 
black coffin, bearing these simple words,· "Rose Connar, not let her go. 
died August 9, 1984, aged 80," was lowered· into the rose- Rose Connor's convictions grew. The suspicions of· 
wreathed grave. No tears were shed, for each one felt others were roused, ~and repeated search for her book 
that a good race had been run, a splendid fight had been was rewarded. Her own mother found it tucked away 
fought, and the saint was "resting from her labours", within the folds of her dress. It suffered the fate that 
"at home with the Lord." That quiet, reverent service its owner had at first meditated, but although the.greedy 
was a fitting close to a life of unceasing 'toil for ·Christ, flames could devour the printed word, no amount of argu
and ungrudging vigilance for souls. Adventure and ro- ment, threat or persecution could destroy the truth writ
mance, thrills' and threats, clustered thick around the life ten on :her heart. But how she missed her little ·volume!· 
that had just ceased to 'be. Rose 'Connor was hated by A light seemed to have gone out of her life. Where could 
Rome, because she h·ad/left· "the Mother Church," to she find consolation? With an insatiable 'hunger she 
witness to the sufficiency of the work of the Cross, and sought for another· Book. Protestant neighbours, at firit 
to the solitary med{atorship of Jesus Christ. fearful lest her request for a Bible was but a Romish 

Born'into a good family:, in 'County Tyrone, staunchly ruse to des'troy another, listened to her tale, !believed she 
R:omanist and bitterly bigoted, Rose grew to womanhood was sincere, and furnished her with a cO.mplete copy of 
without any knowledge of God apart from what she heard the Bible. , 
from the lips of the priests of her Church. Protestants How she treasured that volume! It was food to her 
she hated as J:teretics. . Protestan't literature she, detested day after day. Surreptitiously did she 'read it. Her 
like poison. To her the Bj.ble was all ,but unknown. Bit- movements were again shadowed. Her retreat-places 
terness grew as bigotry deepened. T·hen a miracle hap- were discovered, and her. Bible ·found. Again the flames -
pened, for- miracles continue in the realm where God's did their work - destroying the best of Books.' The 
grace works. • woman.'s ,~up of sorrow 'was full. to over-flowing. What 

One day a colporteur, of ,the Irish Colportage Associa- could her Protestant friends think?! They would conclude 
tion,' called at the farm. Rose ·answered· his knock, looked that she had practised fraud on them, her story was too 
at the wares displayed, and, discovering that his books plausi'b'le to win credence. But ingenuity triumphed. 
were the banned literature of the peOple she had been With s!>me money of 'her own she begged of Plem to re-
taught to hate, commanded his, instant withdrawal. He place the lost volume .amf purchase a .fresh Olle for her- l 
was 'a wise' man, knowing that discretion carries one self. That was done, and Rose had her Bible again. ~ 

'farther than discussion' does. He hoisted his bag on to' Alas! soon it suffered a like fate'to its predecess()rs. Yet . 
the 'window-sill, sorted out his rejected goods, closed. his Rome's malignity could not destroy the Peace that pos-
bag, and courteously wIthdrew. The charm of his ·man- sessed the woman's heart. Nevertheless' she determined 
ner captivated the maiden. She had become partially to procure a fourth Bible. Some .Christian people heard 
disarmed I as she watched the retreating figure. of her earnest search, and .advised her to :buy a DO!1ay 

As she turned to re-en.ter the :home her eye caught a Testament. This a colporteur secured for her-and it' 
~trange oDject lying in a cJrner of the window-sill. Her had on it the ,imprimatur of· Pope Pius VII. Her at-

\ curiosity'overCame her: but a hurried perusal of the book teRdances 'at confession b~me less -freque:qt. Her ab
she found disclosed to her the fact that the tisitor had sences were noted, and Rose Connor was listed as a lost 
(purposely) left behind him a copy of one 'of liis detest- sheep, , s,trayed' into the fol~ of Protilstantism. Neither 
able Protestant Bibles. Her first feeling was one of persu'asion nor pressure could move her. Her convictions' 
revulsion. ,Contempt surged in her bigoted breast. She deepened, and firm she remained. ' 
dropped the hated book. Someone suggested the use of About this time she went 'to work oli a situation with 
a pair ,of tongs to carry the volume to the fire - that has a Christia~ family, where a weekly pra'y'er and praise. 
always beeq Rome's way, the stake for the martyr and meeting was held. The lad in this family,.although'reared \.' 
the bon-fire f~r the book. But God had, His own work in favourable surroundings, was like the wicked sons of 
to do .. His 'Spirit was active. ' Eli-he knew not the Lord. Just after her arrival Rose 

Rose picked up-the book again;, she opened it, and was so 'charmed with the singin·g that she said to the 
pr~ious ,words flashed to her eyes, and instantly reached '-boy when' 'he came in, "There's lovely singi~g upstairs, . i 
hli!r heart. The Scripture living and active, conveyed it's a wonder you are :qot 'at it/' ,He replied,' "Oh, that's 
to her darkened . spirit ·the message she had long sought in for Christians!" This seemed a huge joke to her. Was 
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, 
not this a ;Christian land? The remark set her thinking ed with incident. Their narrative reads like an extract 
as well as inquiring. On hearing this her mist:.:ess and from the pages of mediaeval martyrdom. Rome's emis
'master read to her the Scriptures from Douay. and Au- sarles did their utmost to stifle the new life and to sup
thorized versions, pointing to such, precious truths' as press the testimony: but· for nearly fifty ye~s with un-
1 Peter '2 :24, . "Who his own self pare our sins in his dimmed splendour the light shone amidst the darkness. 
own body on 'the tree." The hand of God was'upon His servant for good. 

It happened at this time that there was an evangelistic On more than one .subsequent occasion her enemies 
mission conducted by two 'Scotch preachers some ten miles waylaid her, but God always brou'ght deliverance. For 

'I:. away, to which she was directed. Here again was put her Master she worked 'assiduously, spending during many 
. before her 1 Peter 2 :24, "Who His oWn self -bare our slns years of 'activity, six as a Deaconess in slum-work in 

in 'His own body on the tree, by whose stripes ye were Manchester, and over twenty years in Dublin in 'Smyley's 
healed." The reality of the redemptive work of 'Christ Home for boys. Christian friends, in Ireland especially, 
flashed like a ray of light into her heart, and slie said, took a personal 'interest in her. Among these were" Mr. 
"Wh~t need have I to pay for masses for ~y soul, and and Mrs. Richardson, of Moy-Allon, in a little house on 
to do penance for my sins, when Christ bore them on the whose estate she passed' many happy days towards the 
cross 1" . close of her career. ;" 

At length she was. summoned to appear before a tri. Conclusion 
bunal of "fathers". Like Luther she went convinced that 'This biography is a sterling ·testimony to the power of 
God was with her; unlike the German monk, she had no the Scriptures. God's words are living and active, 
copy of the Scriptures to. produce. shah>er than any two-edged sword, able to convey a 

Undaunted the young convert faced the "confessors." power unto salvation throu'gh faith which is in Christ 
Her testimony was sterling. Without apology sh~ de- . Jesus. Man needs conversion, and that experience is,not 
clared that she knew her sins were forgiven. "If you natural 'but spiritual, for we "are born again not of cor· 
know that," one repl,ied, "then you know more than we rupti~le seed, but. of incorrupti?,le, by· ~he Word of ~od 
do." Boldly s1.le repeated the words of her 'text: . "Who !hat .bv~ and abIdet~ for eve~. No smne:t; need perIsh 
His own self 'bare our sins in His own body on the tree." 10 hIS sms, for ChrIst has dIed for the ungodly; and 
Cunning argument, Ro~ish sophistry, ~cked threat could everyone who. believes the simple te~ti~ony of the Scrip
not temper the zeal of the awakened girl. Dismissed with tures concernmg the Son of God WIll pass out of death 
admonition, she returned to ~er home, not vanquished and into life." No external 8'g~ncy is required; for "by grace' 
glad beyond words, From that moment her life for years are we saved through faIth; and that ,not of ourselves, 
was to be lived in an atmosphere tense with uncertain,ties .it i~ the gift of God" (~p~ .. 2). S~ ind~ndent ar~ ~he 

_ and forebo~in'g' through threateniqgs. -Yet the peace of ScrIptuz:es ~f" h~man mterpretatio?, that the .dlvIDe 
her heart remained. declaration IS faIth cometh by hearmg, and hearmg by 

She was excom~unicated. :Several times after this she the Word of God." 
• was car:?ied off and detained for a time. ,She was taken Rose IConnor's text makes several assertions:-

from .her. place of employment and had to undergo much Fir8t: "Our Sins". Scripture ,makes unrelenting ac-
persecution. Her persecutors thought it would be a: good cusation again all men, irrespective of '~ass, colour or 
idea to P!lt. her back in situation under the priest again, creed. 'Civilized man; religious man, irreligious man and 
where she stayed for some time. While there several heathen man alike are all condemned for "all have sinned. 
Christian ladies wrote to heraIid sought to establish her and come short of the glory of God." There is neither 
in.her new faith. The priest as her guardian' read these exemption nor excuse. Writer and reader alike must join 
letters, grew interested, and longed for more, aIfd said, in saying with the finger of shame on the lips-"our 
"I would now know a ,Christian's letter any place." While sins." . ' 
God was caring for Rose He was also caring for the soul Second.: Our Saviour "His own self 'bare our ·sins". 
of 'the priest, and Rose asked her .friends to send a marked . Sin demands judgment froJ:D God; and God Himself de
Bible for him. One of the ladies gave her own well- vised a means whereby the sinner might righteously 
marked one, although loth to part with it, this' he grate-escape that judgment. He punished sin in the person. 
fully accepted. Her own Bible was stolen, and she told of His 'Son. . To this end incarnation was' necessary. 
him of the loss. He replaced it with a Protestant one, "Christ Jesus CalDe into the world to save sinners." No'th
saying, "If they ask you where you got it, say it was ing requires to be done by the sinner. His doing i8 too 
from me, and if they take'it; I will get you another." Thus ,late. The death of Christ ~s sufficient to satisfy both 
Satan was foiled from an unexpected source. News came God 8I)d the sinner. Prayers, payments, 'penances, pro-
to her that her mother was in poor health, and.' she thought testations avail nothing. . . . 
it ~ight to go home and. nurse .her. She .was ri~ly re- Third.: Our' 'Salvation. This depends entirely upon 
warded, ,for by her consIst;ent hfe and brIght testImony. what ·Christ has done for us. "God can be the Just and 
s~e was the ~.eans of Ieadmg her mother '1<? Christ. C?ne' justifier of everyone who ,believeth in Jesus" (Rom
nIght, some tIme later, as 'they were prep~nng to retIre, ans 8). No other plea can merit 'God's favour. All He 
they heard ~ ~nockat th~ ~oor .. "Who .lsth~re1" they ask,s ~f us is faith in a living . Saviour, "Who 'was de
as~ed. fro~ 1OSI~~. "A famIlIar VOIce replIed. ~th charac- livered for our offences, and raised again for our justi
tens~lc Irlsh.wlt, Y~u"never 'kno~ what 18 10 the w~e fication" (Romans 4:25). "There is one Mediator be
pot tIll.you ~Ift the 1.1~. "T1.le do~r was o~~ned and 10 tween., God and ·men, the man 'Christ Jesus" (1 Timothy 
ca~e. the prl~st, saY1Og, Rose, 1m saved. H~ never 2:5). The sinner's only plea is that he b~lieves in Jesus, 
'o.ffl~lated aga1O, ibut was taken to the home. of ~IS rela~ crucified, risen, exalted, saving, That kind of salvation 
, tlveS, ,!here shortly after he passed away 10 hIS sleep. need n9t be' deferred 'Until af~r death, but may be. en. 
MysterIous! 'joyed now and'enjoyed fully hereafter. "Do you believe?" 

The remaining years of Ros~ 'Connor's life were crowd- is the question we ask. ___ 



.. 

. . , . 

't'.:QE.' GOSPEL· WITNESS and PROTESTANT- ADVOCATE ·February 26, .1953 

Bible· :Schoill'·Lessoll . ·Outline: 
_. .' '.' • . . .' . .! . . • . ~ • . 

the. federal ·h;ad of the new and spiritual creation (1 Ggr. 
15:44-49) ... By natural 'birth all men are "in Adam". ·but on 
condition of their pemonal faith in· the atoning· work of 
Christ. God performs a work within ,their hearts which is 

- . spoken of as the ·new ,birth (John 3:6. 7; 2 Cor. 5:17). and 
Vol~ ·17 First .. Q~arte~,_ .... Lesson 11 March .15,.1953 they .then enter the new line, and are said to be "in Christ" 
-..:...-.;;;---.1"'""-. ...;.. .... ....;...-..:.-.:..------:-. -,:" ....... -::---- ,'(1: Cor: 15:21. 22). Those in the natural line live ,by the. 

... OLlvE.L. CLARK, Ph.D, (T~.) power "arid.energy.of ·Satan (Eph. 2:2.3). 'but those in the 
spiritual line live ·by the poWer of the Holy 'Spirit of God. 

-";0 ..... : .. - JE· SUS'·· RE'· BU· KES ·A· POST· ASY W'ho,dwelis within them (Gal; 2:20). Death "is the destiny 
. . of the "ne race,-'but life etel1lal is the destiny of the other 

L~~~o~"Te~~::·· J~hn &::U~1'i: : . _' ... ..~:ac~ (Rom.· 5:12-17; 6:23~. Oui- 'God by redeeming grace 
can deliver us from the rule and kingd.om of Satan.· aIid 

Golden Text:· "And ye shall. know the truth, and the tru,th tl'ansport\llS,.into the kingdom of His dear Son ·.(Col; 1:13; . 
.. ; shal.I make you free.".....,John.8.:32. :.. • 1 John 3:8). ... . . . 

I. Tlie Jews Described as Slaves of Sin: verses 31-36. '. 
·.wh~n·our. Lord,concluded ·IUs. grelil-t message·in the temple 

oil .the -last. day of the· feast .(John 7.), He. may .havespen.t 
the night.in Bethany, the home ·of Lazarus,.Mary and Martp.a. 

, . as His custom was (Matt. 21:17; Mark 11:11,' 19), returrung 
· to the t~mple in Jerusalem::early in the moming (John 8:2). 
He ~lten s~t down to ospe~k .to ,the. people. /... . 
." ... On, thi~. occaelion .H~ .hac;l been·. teaching thf:) pre!!ious tru,ths 
concerning .Himself as the Ught ·of· tlie world (v. 12),. the 
Jud"ge-(v. 16), the faIthful Witness (v. •. 18),- the Way·to God 

. (v; 21) and the Son of.ll!an· (y •. ·28) .. Althoughsom~ of His 
liear!lrs . had rejected .. His, message,' many h:ad .believed on 
:aiin ·(Y. 30). If..ohe wpuld understarid the·'Ii!ignific~ce of QUI'. 
Lord's further· teaching to the· assembled multitude; it will 
be· necessary to· remember tliat sometin}es He addressed His 

'remarks to· "all His hearers~ sometimes ·specifically to the· be
lieving Jews, and sometimes di.rectly to .the hostile Jews. • 
s~ribes and ·Pharisees, repukirig. the~ .for their apostasy. 

. All. di~!!~ples ru:e b~lievers, but f:lvid·eritly all .. ~eli~verS· are 
·not dIsClples .. To believe on the LOrd Jesus Chl1st IS Ibut the 
first ·step hi. the. P!Iothw8:Y ofdis~iples·hip, for. some of' the 
m~~s .. of.. true d"ls~lples'hi·p ~ faIth (JaM 6:6~-6~), perse-. 
v.erance in the waY$ m~rked out ~y the Word C!f Goo. (v. 31). 

;. te.achableiIess· (Matt. 28:19, 20), .lJ.umility (iMatt. 10:24. 25). 
o'bedience· '(Mark 8:34); self-derual (Luke 14:26, 27, 33), 

:fruitfulness.(John 15:8,}- and· love -(John ,13·:·35).. I-

The Jews at all times 'boasted of their liberty/and their· an
cient lineage. . 'l,';hey regarded the bOndage ·to Egypt, Bf:llby
Ion. Syria and Rome as being temporary conditions, and the 
people8iS: a Whole refuse(} to· acknowledge subjection'. to. any 
individual or to any. IlatjQn. Although they had this st:rong 
. fe~ling of iridepehqencel yet they knew nothing of the spirit
iIa1 ··~onc!age .. in ~.liich tney were heJd. ,-!-,hey. w~re under !he 

'dommation of sm. for. whosoever commIts .sm· acknowledges 
that. he is. in. slavery. to its dell!~s, dellires. 8."qd. impulseS 
(Rom .. 6:16) .. O:ur ~aviour. P!On:Iised· that a knowledge of 

· His truth would set them free. ·To have an e~perimental 
ll:Il0wledgeof the truth· of God·as. set forth in oRis Word will 
give liberty from an accusing conscience (Heb. 9:14), from 
fear (Psa. 34:4; 2 ',l'im .. ,'1:7; Heb. 2:15). from carping ~re 
and undue. anxiety (Isa~· 26:3) •. from tlle'domination of the
flesn· ('Rom. 6.:12-14, 19-t.!2; 7:24, 26) and liberty· of spirit 
(2.001':·3:17)," .. -. ' .. ,. ... .. , 

:. ;.Chri'!!t:is· the Author of.Ubertyz liinc.e He.is thQ Son of God. 
A: son 'differs. from a. sl.ave in hl·S bii'tlJ" Ilrivileg~ and posi
tion (Gal. 4:1"7, '30, 31; ·'Heb. 3:5, 6). A.slave would ,have no 
pOw~r·to·.f~e anothe,r sl~ve •. but th~. sOrI 'and h~ir would have 

· that authOrIty. ChrIst came to delIver men from the thral
dom of sin· (2 Cor;. 1:1{)j Gal. 5:1). and' those whom- He thus· 

. frees a.rEl f~e,- i~deed •. 1.01' 'He ··.will ~ake us. more tha:Il con
querors· over every one and every CIrcum'Stance that· would 
wrongfully su'bdue us (1 Chron. 4:10; Psa. 27:12; Matt. 6:.13; 
&om. 8:2, 35-39). ." .". _... . ~..,' 

II~ The ·Jews D~scribed' ~s Sems of Sat~n: verseS ·37:47. 
, The' Jews· 'to who~/~u~ "Lord was ·speaking ~e~e unable 

· to disti'll!gUi~h IbetweEm natUral' generation and':spiritual gen
eration. The 'Scriptures clearly teach that there are two 
lil.l~s o;( .... descent •. ,eac;hwith: its own'· founder and its own· 
posterity:. God is the· Father of. all men ,in the sense-of being 
·their ·Cre!,itor. but He is: :the Father in a t:rue .sense .only of 
those· who ·,beIiev"e··(Gal.·3:26; ·1 Tim. 4:10). ·All'·men who 
have reached ·the· age of. accountability and have not by ·faith 
definitely· identified themselve$ ·with Ohrist are designated as 
·ti~ij:g· still-the. chil4.~n.o(Satan.,(v. 44:·1 ;Johz!. 3:10).. . 
· ·;'.The· Holy Spirit tlii-ougIi:1ihe Apostle .Paul·speakS of .these 
tW6·Jiries of descent. the ·ci~e through Ada,m: the federal head 
~f the old_and natural creation; ~nd the other throug~ Christ, 

" \" 

., 

J 

A similar comparison is· made between the :natural posterity 
of-Abraham and his· IIpiritual.posterity (Matt. 3:9; Rom. 9:7. 
8). The.Jews 'boasted that they· were. Abraham's seed. and. 
sci they were. as far as the flesh was concerned (v. 37). but 
they were eV'idently not Abraham's ·seed accordIng to the 
spirit. otherwise they would have manifested the spirit of 
Abrilha·m. and would. have' performed deeds such. as he did. 
faith being the outstanding work o~ A,braham (Gal. 3:6. 7. 29) . 
On: the other. ·hand. they would not believe Him. love Him or 
hear His word'S. . 

It 'will assist us in the U'Ild·erstanding of our Lord's message • 
if -we remember that ·in Scripture such expressions as "chil
dren of wrath" and- "children .of disobedience" and "sons' of 
light'~ and "sons of darkness" are used to denote that .people 
are characterized by· wrath. diso-bedience. light or darkness 

. (Ep-n. 2:2. 3; 1 Thess. 6:6) .. When olir Lord designated un
believers as children of· -8atani"-{vv. 41. 44), He implied· that 
they exhi'bited the· characteristics of Satan. -in this instance 
a hat:red of,the truth. -and a desire to .lead· ·men to d'estruc
tion (2 Thess. 2:8-12). Satan' brou'ght sin and death into 
the . world : by persliooil;lg Adam amd Eve to believe a lie 
(Gen, .3:4; Rom. 6:12) .. On the ,other hand .. those who were 
children· of God· would manifest .His own love of the t:ruth 
(vy. 45-47). They would.aesire to Ibe holy. even as the Lord 
was holy (John 18:38; ·Heb. 7:26).. , 

. DAILY "BIBLE: READINGS 
March 9-Diso·bedience and! Self-Will Entail Bondage· . 

- -.. .. '. J.udges '2. 
March 10-Failure in ·Separation;.Blindness and -Slivery· 

- ... '.. - Judg .. 16:'13-31. 
'March 11-Deliverance for the Captives _ ......... Luke 4:16~30 . 
March 12-Deliverarice lHustrated .....•....•....•....•... _ Mark 5:1-20. 
Marrih 13---JStand Fast in Liberty, ........................... _ ..... Gal. 5:1-16. 
March ·l4:---A 'Prisoner Frees a Slave .: .... ~ .. _ .......... _ .. _ .... Philemon. 
M3:rch IS-A. Willi.ng Slave Fo~ver ............ _ ........ Exod. 20:1-1.1. 

. SUGGESTED HYMNS 
'Twas;Jesu"S my. Saviour. "oTis the grandest theme. I am 

redeemed. Free from the law. W:ould you· be frE\e? The 
blessed' :a,edeemer ,has foqnd· me. ~ . .' 

. \ 

- . . 
REMEMBER T~E SEMINARY IN 

, YOUR: WILL 
We suggest. that· our 'friends should remember 

T ~ronto Baptist SemiriarY in thei~. wills. The pr~per 
.....form for this is: "l give, devise and bequeath· 
.t~e sum of ..................... : ... : ... : ........ , .... ~ .......... to Toronto Baptist 
. Seminary. 337· . Jarvis Street, Toronto 2,. Canada,· 
:associated:·~ith Jarvis St. Baptist Church," . We 
are· layi.ng. fa"undations ·for the fut~re,.a~d we are 
determined to makct"it as· impossi.ble as it is 'within'·· 
human powe.r tc? 'do, that not one d611ar given to 
Tor~nto Baptist ~emina!'Y ·shall· be used for anything 

" 

. but. ,t~e propagation of .the gospel. No amount 
'.. ~ould be too large •. and ~ertainly no amount would· 
.' . bEf.too small. We earnestly solicif· the gifts ·of thos'; 

~ho.believe in ministerial and missionary education. 
'. ' 

'. ,0 

...... 

. -

, 

I .. 

./ 

.' .. 
-./ 

. , 

.. ' 
.1 


