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“T\he Lord sat as King at the Flood; yea, the Lord sitteth King for ever.”

HAVE in this twenty-ninth Psalm a divinely in-

spired descnptlon, of a great storm. I wonder if

you have ever been in a storm ‘at sea, or in the air, when

the thunders pealed, the lightnings flashed, and the

. winds blew at hurricane strength? - If you have you will
be able to understand thls Psalm -

“Give unto the Lord, o ye mighty, give unto the
Lord glory and strength.

“Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name;
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.

“The voice of the Lord is upon the waters: the God -
of glory thundereth: the Lord is upon many waters.

“The voice of the Lord is powerful; the v01ce of
the Lord is full of majesty. o

““The voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars; yea,
the Lord breaketh the cedars of Lebanon.

“He maketh them also to skip like a calf; Lebanon
and Sirion like a young unicorn.
. “The voice of the Lord divideth the flames of fire.

“The voice of the Lord shaketh the wilderness;
the Lord shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh.

“The voice of the Lord maketh the hinds to calve,

. and discovereth the. forests: and in his temple doth

every one speak of his glory.
+ “The Lord sat as King at the Flood; yea, the Lord:
sitteth King for ever (R.V.).

“The Lord will give strength unto his people; the
Lord will bless his people with peace.”

What a description of Divine power!

-

Y

—Psalm 29: 10.

I

I 'ask you to look at this first of all IN ITS HISTORICAL
APPLICATION. 'The revisers capitalized the word “Flood”,

. meaning that at the Flood of all floods, the deluge, the

Lord sat as King at the Flood. What was that Flood?
Physically the windows of heaven were opened, the

fountains of the great deep were broken up, the rivers:

overflowed, and the oceans no longer regarded the
bounds which/God had set, and the waters rose until the
tops -of the highest hills were covered. But that was the
physical representation of another flood. Iniquity was
at the flood, and a Holy God declared, “The end of all.
flesh is come before me.’ Every fountain of evil over-
flowed ; the imaginations of the thoughts of men’s hearts
were only evil continually; human rebellion against the

. most High was at its acme, at the flood. And then

Divine Justice descended, punishment fell upon a wicked
world, and Justice reigned at the flood. But in the midst
of wrath God remembered mercy, and upon the-bosom
of the tide there floated the ark of refuge, the type and
pattern, the symbol and prophecy, of that great redemp-
tion which should be effected in the years that were yet

.{o come. And when s_in was vanquished and.punished,
and grace triumphed in the salvation of ‘God’s elect, the =~ _

Lord sat as King-at the flood.

The principle of my text is this: that our Sovereign,
God is equal to every emergency. He is never at His
wit’s end, like those who stagger upon -the reeling decks
of the ships that are tossed in the storm. He Himself
always knows what He will do. And hlstory, sacred and
profane — it is all sacred, and yet.in a.sense it is all
profane — 'is replete with illustrations of the great prin-

\
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ciple of'm& text, that at .the crisis hour, when the fulness
of tlme was come, in His own time and nobody else’s,
He shows Himself as sitting as King alt the ﬂood‘

] 1I. _
" My dear friends, that is true in respect T0 THE FLOOD

- 0oF MoORAL ‘EVILs WHICH Now, AS IN. OTHER DAYS,

THREATEN TO OVERWHELM THE WORLD. I aemember in
one of Mr. Churchill’s early addresses-after his assump-
tion of the premiership he put before the world the choice
of going forward gradually inte a bFighter day, or of

Jlapsing into the darkness of the dark ages. But this is
‘God’s world, and ours is a forward moving.God. God .

does not-walk backwards, nor retrace His steps. “The
evening and the morning were the first day.” We do not
so write history. We write, “The mofning and the
evening.” But God reverses the order, and always moves

from darkness into light. And we shall not lapse into the .
blackness of the dark ages. Difficulties will come,.and -
floods will arise, but whatever may come to individuals -

or nations or the world we may be absolutely sure that
God will always sit as King at the flood.
I say it is true of the floods of moral evil whu,h often

. threaten to overwhelm human life in its individual ex-

perience. “Floods of moral evil?” you say. O I am quite
aware that comparatively few people are conscious of the
existence of such floods. They are smugly complacent
and satisfied with things as they are. Human nature is

sometimes — ours and all others — 1like this part . -

of the terrestrial globe, wrapped in its ermine winter
garment, seemingly cléan and immaculate. The man is
proud of himself, boasts. of his righteousness, and has
no need for repentance at all. I femember a year or so
ago, at the end of a severe winter —-it was early in March
— we had a sudden thaw, and the temperature went up
almost to summer heat. I looked out at my garden and
I saw a couple of boys there. I do not often see any-
body, because we are pretty well fenced in. I wondered
what- they were doing, so I went out on the verandah,
and I said, “What are you doing boys?”’ They said,
“Watching the flood.- You have a junior Mississippi
down here.” So I went down to see, and the water was
pouring across my garden from I do not know how many
gardens to-the north, and into my neighbour’s garden at
the south. There was a regular lake, and it was not nice
to ook at. Have you ever noticed how dirty the early
days of spring are? You wonder where all the soot and
dirt came from. And in my garden if you please! I
looked at it in amazement. ‘But a day or so before it was
white and beautiful and frozen- hard, unresponsive to
the sun apparently. Then all of a sudden the tempera-
ture changed, and everythmg melted, and we saw what
was under and in the snow. Ah yes, when the 'Sun of
nghteousness looks upon a human life, bedutifully
wrapped in its snow white garment,”and satisfied with

_ itself — like Saul of ‘Tarsus, “touching the righteousness

which is in the law, blameless,” then the Sun 3hines,
and it melts, and all the filth comes to the surface: “Woe
is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips:
for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.”
I. have seen many, when that Heavenly melting time

~ comes, when God sends His springtime to a frozen self-

righteous soul, and it is broken up, and the floods rise,
the man who but yesterday thought he needed nothing
now thinks he is entirely beyond help. “Oh, the flood
will overwhelm me; what shall I do?” Touching the

-
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rlghteousness of the law, blameless? No — “Sinners, of
whom I am chief.” '

But it is then God steps in. As MoCheyne says,

“When free grace awoke me, by hght from on hxgh
Then legal fears shook me;-I trembled to di -
'No refuge, no safety, in self could I see: !
“Jehovah Ts1dke'nu” my Saviour must be.”

"And when.a man gets there ‘it always comes to pass that

God sits as King at the flood. As Mr. 'Slade quoted in
his prayer: “Where sin aboufided, grace did much more
abound: -that as sin hath reigned unto death, even so
might grace reign through righteousness unio eternal
life by Jesus Christ our Lord.”

The same is true when men feel in flood proportwns
and violence the power of sin. I have seen them, many
an one, say, “It is no use; I cannot deliver myself. This

3 thmg is too mighty for me.” That is true. Sin comes

in as a flood. I have seen the poor drunkard. I remem-

. ber a man who came in here one night when I was here

late. I heard something scratching at the door — it was
locked to prevent anybody’s meandering about the place
— and I opened it, and there was a poor wretch. His
face was ‘bloody, and his hands, and he looked as if he
had been mangled by a wild beast. He said, “Let me.in,
sir.,” ‘He literally crashed in, and he said, “I've lost every-

thing. They beat me up and took all my wages.” Then

he said, “Don’t tell my wife; don’t tell my wife.” I said,
“But you need help.” “No, no, let me .stay here.” I said,
“I must find you help.” So I went back into my office,
and I called the police. He begged me not to calll the
police, but I called them. By and by they drove* into the
courtyard, and when I went out to open the door to them
my man was gone. ‘But there was a trail of blood down
the stairs and into a dark corner. I turfied on the lights,
and took the police ,down. They were very kind, and
very tender.. He begged them, “Don’t tell my wife.”

»
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‘Oh, iniquity at the flood, sin in its utmoit power! They
took him off to the hospital to give him treatment.

But he is not the only one. I remember another who
came in late one night, cursed by the same flood. He
fell on his knees, and he said, “Pray for me.” And I did
pray for-him, and he prayed for himself. But he seemed
to get worse and worse. He was a man who had a‘very

fine position in the city, but was bound to-lose it with -
‘that kind of thing. After a while I managed to get him

into my car, and I drove him home. I have often seen
him since, and I have heard his testimony. “He said,
“Jesus ‘Christ triumphed.” The Lord sat as King at the
flood. : '

In the-strain and stress of great temptation — and who
does not feel it at some time or another, in one form™or

.another? — when it seems as though your nature were

like those Holland dykes, and the very ocean ‘was just
gnawing at .it, and there is a little trickle, and then it
pours through. And the man says, “I am done.” Ah no,
help comes to him, gs I have seen in scores of cases.
“There hath no temptation taken you but.such as is com-
mon to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you
to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the
temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be
able to bear it.”” Do not despair; the Lord always sits
King at the flood. ‘“When the enemy shall come in like
a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard
against him.” -
- IIL

Suppose I take.that principle AND APPLY IT TO SOME
OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF LIFE. I suppose you have
been in hard places, have you not? I have, and so has
this.church. I remember in days gone by men have said
to me, “Dr. Shields you ought t6 have died long ago.
Your enemies ‘say .-so. You have had enough to kill a
hundred men.” I say, “I know; I am quite aware of
that.” And they used to say gleefully, “It will kill him.

_ No human can withstand the pressure.” I suppose they

were right; I suppose I ought to have been more accom-

modating to certain of my enemies, and I ought to have

made myself scarce. But I am not allowed to commit
suicide, and “having therefore obtained help of God, I
continue unto this day.” The men who used to say, “He
will die; it will kill him,” — I speak with bated breath,
I mdy go tonight, — but they are all gone! In the his-

“tory of this church again and again the Lord has sat

King at the flood.

I like to find my illustrations of these great principles
in the Biblical historical record of events; becausé I know
they are true. I used to know a man \who used to say
to me,.— he was rather an unlettered mah-in many ways,
arid yet a man who did a great deal of thinking — it was

one of his common expressions, “You know I like things.
that are s0.” Down South they say, “I believe it as it is.”

Do you remember the story of a company of people
unarmed, more than a million strong, among them tens
of thousands of women and children, absolutely defence-
less — a great crowd of “displaced persons” we should

“¢all them now. -They were leaving the country in which

they had been enslaved, anid they came to a certain place,
Pi-hahiroth, Between Migdol and the sea. Behind them

a million people going through dry-shod, until they

. reached the other side in safety, which “the Egyptians

essaying to do were drowned.” The waters returned in
their strength when the morning appeared, and the
Israelites saw by the hundreds the bodies of their enemies
dead upon the seashore. The Lord sat as King at the
flood.

There was another rather common .experience. I do
not know whether some of you may have, at some time
or another, been almost where this popr woman was, of
which I speak. It was a time of famine, and she went
out to gather a few sticks. She met a stranger, and he -
said to her, “Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread
in thine hand.” She said, “As my Lord liveth, -all I have
got 'is just a little meal in a barrel, and a little ¢il in a
cx’\;ise_, and I am just out now gathering some sticks, and
I am going to make it into our last cake, that my son.and
I 'may eat it and die, for there is no chance of replenish-

“ment.” The stranger said, “Go and do as thou hast said:

but make me thgreof a little cake first . . . for thus saith
the Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not
waste, neither shall the cruise’ of ,0il fail, until the day
that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth.” And she
took her last bit of meal, and the last drop of oil,—and
then—death? No! the Lord sat as King at the flood.

- And she was.sustained until springtime and plenty came

eto the earth.

There is another story that I read for my own comfort
very often. It was another kind of flood—it was not
water, it was not want of any kind, but it was a flood of
fire, and there were just three concerned. They had said
to the king, “We will not worship the golden image which
thou hast set up.” But said he, “You will, or you will
be cast into a furnace of fire.” And I like thejr answer:
“Our God—I think they said it quite calmly—whom we
serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace,
and he will deliver us out of thine hand, 'O king. But if
not,—O hear that! If not—If not—be it kmown unto thee,
O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the
golden image which thou hast 'set up.” You know the
story. Hi§ mightiest men were called, Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego, and were bound “in their coats,
their hosen, and their hats,” and they were thrown alive
into the furnace, heated seven times hotter than it was
wont to be heated. What a story! Then Nebuchadnezzar,
looking from a distance, coming just as close as the heat
‘of the flames would permit him, looked in, and said to
those who were left, “Did not we cast three, men bound
into the midst of the fire? . .. Lo, I see four men loose,
,walking in the midst of the fire. and they have no hurt;
and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.” Of
course! The Lord sat King at the flood.

And another story, just that I might emphasize three
words. Peter was a great preacher. After Pentecost
he had had a great career, but brief. And he was arrested,
and cast’ into prison, by Herod, who had already killed
James the brother of John with the sword, “and because
he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take
Peter also.” So he put him in jail for safe keeping,
“intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people.”
Tomorrow is the day. Now listen—“THE SAME NIGHT—

was the armed might of the greatest military power on~ the flood is rising, you see—Peter was sleeping between

earth, for such Egypt was. They were behind them like
an innumerable pack of devouring wolves, in pursuit of

_these helpless people. And they came right up to the

edge of the flood. You know the story, of how the rod
was stretched forth, the divided waters, the more than

0 <

two soldiers.” I was looking at some descriptions of
Motels, because my wife and I are going to try and get
a little relaxation in the South for a week or so, and I
saw one which was ‘advertised as being thoroughly
. equipped with “Beauty Rest” mattresses. I do not know

~
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whether that would makesme beautiful or not; if it would

I would stay there for a while. But Peter was in prison,

" and he must have had some kind of Beauty Rest mattress, -

for he was delivered to four quaternions of soldiers’ to -
keep . him. ' What a compliment the enemy pays a poor
preacher! Herod was afrald of his life of him, and he
was delivered to four quatermons of soldiers to keep
him. “THE SAME NIGHT Peter was—“Oh, I'm going out
‘tomorrow; I wonder how many hours till the morrow.’
No, no, no. “Peye'r was sleeping between two soldiers,
bound with chains.” Some of us, having the fullest kind
of liberty, sométimes find it a little difficult to sleep, but
I do not know what I should do if T had two bedfellows
I am "afraid I
could: not sleep very well, could you" especially if the
execltioner were sharpenmg a sword for early mormng
But Peter did not care. Peter, the tide is coming in!
“1 know," Peter would say, “so is my Lord; He will be
here.” “THE SAME NIGHT.”
light, ‘and the angel of the Lord struck the shackles from
his feet and said, “Now dress, Peter; put on your gar-
ments.” I do not know what the soldlers did; we are not
told. ™ So Peter dressed for the street, and he went out.
You remember how the iron door opened of its own ac-
cord, and he went out into the strdet.” And after a little!
while the angel left him, and Peter began to look around.
He said, “Where am I anyway? I was in jail a little
while ago. Ah, now I know! Now I know of a surety,
that the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath delivered me
out of .the hand of Hefod, and from all the expectation
of the people of the Jews.” That"is what happened The
Lord sat as King at the flood. He does not arrive before
time, but He is never late.

I wonder if there is somebody who needs a word of
comfort, perhaps from a flood of grief. You have seen
people overwhelmed, they could not stand it. One calam-
ity after another has come upon them, like poor Jacob.
You see I am. referring you to somé Biblica] stories. I
-hope you read them all, and get comfort from them.
“This is my son’s coat} some .evil beast has devoured
him. I shall go down to my grave mourning.” His be- ¢
loved had gone out of his-life, and he does not hear a’
thing about him for twenty years. Then famine comes
on top of that, and his sons go ‘to find some bread, and
come _back one short. “Where is Simeon?’ .“The man
who is governor of the land kept him there, and he said
our youngest brother with us.” “Why did you tell him
you had a younger brother?” “We did not know what
‘hé would say. He made us tell him.” Then when at last
that corn was spent the poor old man—I fancy there were
tears streaming down his cheeks—said, “Joseph is.not,
and Simeon is not, and ye w1ll take Benjamin away; all
these things are against me.” But.you know the sequel
of how later he crossed his hands, and put them upon
the heads of Ephraim and Manasseh, his right hand upon

the head of Ephraim, and his left iipon the head of’

Manasseh, the sons of his long lost Joseph. God had
given him Benjamin back, and Simeon back, and Joseph
beside, and he who had said, “All these things are against
me,” crossing his hands in blessing said, “The Angel
which redeemed me from a]l evil, bless the lads.” The

-Lord had sat King at the flood.

There is that other lovely story of the woman coming
back from Moab’s land. She went out full, and she came
back empty. She had buried her husband there, and she
had buried her two sons there, and she had come back

The cell was filled with -

with nothlng ‘O yes, ‘Ruth the 'Moa.bltess They said,
“Is this Naomi ?”’ which meafis pleasant. She said, “Call
me, not Naomi, call me Mara for the Almlghty hath
dealt very bitterly with me.” What was: the sequel? Just
this: Ruth became the ancestress of our- Lord, and the
medlum of blessing to countless generations for time and
for etermty, because the Lord sat as King at the flood.

I do not know what your peculiar sorrow is. You may
have lost.a child, or a husband, or a.wife, and you know
an empty chair sometimes looks like an empty world. It
.is pretty hard, hard to smile, hard to look up. But look to
Him Whom you i will find sitting King at the flood. “The
Lord sitteth King for ever.”

' 1v.

May I ask the questxon, WHAT ABOUT WORLD AFPAIRS ?
Was the world ever so troubled as it is to-day? It is in
a state that is alifiost worse than-‘war all the. world
around, everywhere. ‘Surely iniquity .seems to be once
again at the flood. I read something last night which
was very much to my mind, -and ‘what I have long be-
lieved, though I have not been on the other side of the
Iron Curtam A man who had been an officer in Russia,
and made his escape, said there was a-great underground
movement in Russia, and that Stalin was affaid to
attack because he was afraid of his own "army. I have
never doubted -that. I have never been half as much
afraid of Stalin as of the pope. '‘Stalin will be forgotten,
but that centre of iniquity called the Papacy may still go
on until the last great flood. Two hundred millions of
people in Russia‘subdued by perhaps two or three million
Communists. And what this man said was very sig-
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nificant. There are millions in concentration camps, and °

he. said there is hardly a family that has not a relative
in a concentration camp. I have no doubt myself that

the Lord will sit King at the flood. I really do not fear -

a th'ird world war. 'But should it come, the Lord will
again git King at the flood. But the Lord has His own
‘ways of effecting: His purposes whether of judgment oY

of me'rcy Holland, Britain, and the nations of Europe,

are bending low with the weight of armaments to defend
themselves-against the Russian hordes, so much are they
burdened that they hard]y know whether they have money
0 buy bread.” What is going to be the end of it? |Then
we read about the floods in Britain, and in Holland. Poor
Holland. "I have been there several times since the war.
"She suffered terribly during ‘the war.
was a common thing during the German occupation to

They told me it -

sée a man just weakly walking along the street, and -

falling dead of starvation. They died like flies.
only a little country, with only a few people, her Eastern
empire liquidated by thé fiendish ‘influence of the pope
through the legislature in Holland. "We need not go into

-.that, but.Holland was bravely going to take her share.-

The American Secretary of State was there only yester-
day or the day before, and they said, “We cannot do it;
we are stripped.” ‘The loss .in Britain is hundreds of
mllhons The floods have been dreadful.
give generously tonight to do what we can to alléviate
some of the ills to which our fellow-humans are exposed:
"I know the evolutionary mechanistic view of the uni-
verse. has just about elbowed God out of His world, but
do you think those floods just happened? I preached on

It is .

I hope we shall .

this text in the early part of the war, when Holland was -

being overrun. I called up Miss Lindsay, and said, “Tell

me, did I ever preach on that text here, and is it pub--

lished?” She told me.where to find it, and I looked it
up, and I found that I had been a true prophet. It was
o ﬂ -
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at the time when things vx‘rere at the blackest. Hitler’s
war machine was crushing Holland and Belgium beneath

- its treads, and there seemed to be no help. I found that

I had said at that time from this pulpit: “Wait a little
while, and you will find that God will be King at the
flood.” And so they drove them like sheep to the sea-
board, and for the first time in a hundred years a great
calm fell upon the English Channel. Hundreds of row
boats, and pleasure yachts, and everything, crossed, and
they took off three hundred and thirty-five thousand men
in a matter of hours. Mr. Churchill had said—I can hear
him saying now: “I greatly fear I shall shortly have to

bring you heavy tidings.” But instead of bringing us.
heavy- tidings he brought us the story of the deliverance

of Dunkirk. There, the Lord sat as King at the flood.
1 do not know what relation these floods have to the

. general world situation, but they are of such severity as

to- compel Holland to say, “We cannot defend ourselves:
we cannot make our contribution.” I do not know about
Britain. So often when men are unable to defend them-
selves ‘God steps in, and I should not be at all surprised,
when we see these things in true perspective, to discover
that, tragic.as these floods have been, terrible as has been
the suffering, they have 'had a direct relation to the
world situation, and will, without doubt, have something
to do to bring relief by and by. And when it comes we
shall see once more that the Lord sat as King at the
ﬂood
V.

But I must say this in a few words before I close.
THERE WAS ANOTHER FL60D, when all the powers bf
darkness united. And there was a Man, the first sinless
man that had ever walked among His sinful fellows.- The
flood broke upon Him, and the waters rose higher and
higher, and though His crown was of thorns, His sceptre
was a reed, and His throne was a cross, above His head
it was written, “This is the King.” He.bowed His head,
and shook the universe with His triumphant cry, “It is
finished.” He sat as King at the flood. They put Him
in the grave, and they séaled the sepulchre Hell was
emptied to make the sepulchre secure; the serried hosts

of hell were enicamped about the garden grave. Leisurely .

and triumphantly the Lord of life, with thekeys of death
and of thé grave at His girdle, opened the door and came
out, saying, “I am the resurrection and the hfe " The
Lord sat as King at the flood.

When that great .day of judgment comes — I do not

- know when it will come, but come it will some .day, when

the dykes shall break, and it shall flood this wieked
world, — we can be sure of one thing — the Lord will
3it as King at the flood. .

Oh, my dear friends, we do well to trust Him. Other
thrones may crumble, -other crowns may fall, other
sceptres may be broken, and other kingdoms may be de-
stroyed, but His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and
His' dominion one that shall not pass away. God be
thanked for Him Who sits as King at the flood Who
sittéth King for ever! Let us pray.

From the dawn of human history, O Lord, Thou hast been
showing Thyself to be Lord of all. Thou "hiast left to the
world an infallible record of Thine achievements. ' Thou
hast come to us in the Person:;of Thy Son. Thou hast
opened the kingdom of Heaven to all believers, and ‘Thou
hast said, He that overcometh shall inherit all things. And
Thou w11t make us to sit down with Thee on Thy ithrone.
Thanks be unto- God, which giveth us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Chrxst Help us to rejoice in it, gmd to
live in the power of .it. Come to any beaten and bruised,
tried and troubled, soul this evening. Come in all Thy

mighty savmg power, and 1ift them out of the horrible p1t
and from the miry clay, and put their feet upon this rock

of truth, that God never-fails His people. So shaill they
go from ‘this place with a song of trmmph on their lips.
Bless us for Jesus’ sake, Amen.

“HANDLING THE WORD OF GOD
DECEITFULLY” .
By Rev. W. Stanford Reid in Reformation To-day

HE tendency today to talk about “God’s Word” is Very

common. While twenty years ago, the use of that
phrase immediately marked a man as an evangelical, to-
day it means very little. ‘One hears jt coming from the
lips of..many who sound very pious, and very devout. -
‘The Word of God means so much to them, and is to be
their only ultimate source of knowledge. Yet in truth
they pervert and twist the term beyond all recognition,

Usually such people stress the idea that Christ is the
only Word of God. The Bible is not to be given that -
title, for it is merely human witness to the true Word.
The Bible, however, may become the Word of God by the
1nwork1ng of the Spirit, who enables us to see Christ"
in it. .This is subtle and sounds very spiritual, but the
fact of the matter is that it is very insidious. No longer
does one have an objective Word of God to*whom he can
turn, but only a human book which may or may not be
the Word of God.

In this way God’s Word ultlmately becomes subJect to
the reader. He can accept all the higher critical attacks
upon the Secriptures, can deny-their historicity and their
truthfulness, yet at the same time call it the “Word of
God” if it says what he wants. Or he ean reject, as not
being the “Word of God,” what he does not want. There
is no guarantee that his emotional and intellectual re-"
actions rather than the Spirit, are guiding his belief or
disbelief. He can always make the .Scriptures suit
himself. . :

Such people do not really accept the Bible as the Word
of God. Quite frankly we feel that they are not honest,
for they use the term, although filling it with a different
meaning. The Scrlptures become subject to ‘them, not
they to the Scriptures. 'Such people cin hardly be calléd
Protestants, for they are accepting now the Roman Catho-
lic position of the superiority of the living church to the
written Word.. "Against such people as these, and there’
are many in the Protestant church, even in the pulpits,
we must today be on our guard. While talking about the
“Word of God” they kick it around, making it say what
they want, really denying its authority, and ultimately
endeavouring to destroy its message to men.

DR. AND MRS. SHIELDS GO TO FLORIDA
Dr. and Mrs. Shields plan to leave Toronto by motor

Friday, February 20th, accompanied by Dr. Robert

McCaul, for a brief vacation in Florida. Dr. Shields is
scheduled. to. speak at Bered Baptist ‘Church, Phoenix
Avenue at Ninth Street, in Jacksonvﬂle, Florida, on
February 26th

THE N_EW REVISED STANDARD VERSION .
-OF THE BIBLE
Is It an Improvement or a Corruption?
‘This will be the subject of an address by Dr. Robert

‘McCaul at the Thursday evéning meeting in Jarvis Street

Church, on February 19th. This will be a most ‘interest-
ing discussion, and we hope the place will be crowded.

Bl
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SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER, 1919

- AMQNG those who participated in the du'cussmn of
. this subject in The Canadian Baptist, was “Valiant
for Truth”, ‘the late“Dr. C. J. Holman, KiC., whose letter
strongly upheld the inspiration and authorlty of Scrip-
‘ture. The other communication to the paper was from
the late Dr. D. E. Thomson, K.C.,-Chairman of the Board
of *Governors of McMaster Universityl His contribution
was not cast in the form .of a letter in reply to.anyone,
but was a brief article discussing the “inerrancy” of the
Scriptures, in which he took middle ground, while de-
- fending the liberal position.
That the oppénents-of the historic Baptist position had

. been aroused and somewhat alarmed by the controversy,

was shown by subsequent events. )
. My own part in the public controversy was based upon
an editorial appearing in The Canadian Baptist of Octo-
ber 2nd, 1919. I dlstmctly recall the feeling of, relief
with which I turned toward home from England when
I knew that Rev. H. S. Curr had been appointed as Pro-
fessor-of Hebrew. It seemed that the cause of dissension
in the Denomination had been removed, and that there
would now remain no hindrance to whole-hearted co-
ooperation with the University — as I had always co-
operated inlall other departments of the Denomination’s
“enterprises. Reaching home on Monday, September 29th,
I was made still happier on learning that the new Pro-
fessor had preached in Jarvis Street the day before, and
had: magnified the Bible as the word' of God.
The Canadian Baptist came to hand on Thursday, and
I saw by the editonial that Napoleon had returned from
Elba. Modernism had been defeated in the controversy
in The Canadian Baptist, and by the appointment of a
sound professor to the Theological Faculty of McMaster.
(I am now persuaded that such an appointment was die-

tated by the very discreet and diplomatic Dr. Thomson.) -

Evidently the Board of Governors of that day thoug‘ht
discretion was the better part of valour.

But the appointment of an orthodox professor, forced
. upon the Board as a measure of/fexpediency, had not
changed the ‘attitude of the anti-evangelical elements
working behind the scenes. When I read the editorial
in’ The Canadian Baptist, I knew instantly that it had
not been written by the Editor, Dr. W. J. MacKay. He
had, however, yielded his editorial pulplt to another, and
would have to be held responsible for its utterances as
much as if he had written it himself.,

I believed at the time — and I still rbeheve — that the
editorial was written by a member of the Board of Gov-
ernors of McMaster. THE GOSPEL WITNESS will publish
at any time the proof, from any source, that the gentle-
man referred to as the author of that editorial was not
the author, .if anyone is competent to provide such proof

But I repeat here what I have said before, when this
was first pubhshed —the gentleman was still living and
would recognize himself as here described and could speak
for ‘hlmself—for beyond all possibility of doubt he was

-
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‘the enemy of Evangelical Christianity. He was the man '

who for years wrought behind thé scenes, and poisoned
all the springs of our denominational life. It is a free
country, and it involves no reflection upon a man’s per—
sonal character when one’s convictions force him to ex-’
press utter repudiation of another's religious views. In
my view, JULIAN - THE APOSTATE found his modern
counterpart in the gentleman I have named, whom I shall
“hereinafter” call DR. JULIAN. The editorial was not
written, I repeat, by the Editor, and no one has ever yet
confessed his identity as the author. -

I did not wait until the next issue of The Canadiar
Baptist should appear. October 5th was my first Sun-
day at home, following my visit to England in 1919.

-Fired with indignation by The Canadian.Baptist edi-

torial, I selected for my Sunday morning text: “And it
was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face
in his mantle, and went out, and stood in'the entering in
of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him,
and said, What doest thou here, Elijah? And he.said, I
have been-very jealous for the Lord God of hosts: be:
cause the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant,
thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with
the sword; and I, even I only, am Ieft, and they seek
my life, to take it away.”*

I need not detain my readers w1th extensive quotations
from the sermon. It is enough to say that I said Elijah
was right in recognizing that he lived.in a day of re-
ligious declension, that it was literally true that the

children of Israel had forsaken God’s -covenant, thrown™

down His altars, and slain His prophets. From that I

_ proceeded to show that there was a close analogy between

Elijah’s day and ours. In proof of it, I read the editorial
from The Canadian Beptist. I am not quite sure that I

read the entire editorial, but I at least quoted its salient .

points; and, in the same connection, I quoted from an
article in The British Weekly by Sir William Robertson
Nicoll, in which he lamented the decline of gospel preach-
ing in Great Britain. I pointed out that the editorial
recommended for our adoption the course pursued by the
Free Churches of Great Britain, and cited the article in
The British Weekly to show to what a low ebb-that course
had brought British Non-Conformity. Having said that,
I dealt with Elijah’s complaint that he, even he only,
was left; and suggested that EhJah’s agsumptiion was
not without some justification, in the fact. that others
believing as he believed had made no protest agamst
Israel’s apostasy, but that in.reality He was utterly mis-
taken in supposing he was the only one left. I explained
that the exponents of Evangelical 'Christianity might

_ reasonably sometimes assume that they were few in
number, for the reason that so many, seemed to lack the .
courage of their conviction.
the forthcoming ‘Convention, which was to be held in .

I then announced that at
Ottawa about three weeks later, I would submit a resolu-

*» T Kings 19:13, 14

~
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tion which would afford opportunity for the Convention
to declare: itself for or against the prlnclples of the edi-
torial I had dlscussed that we m1ght leam ‘how many
were “left”.

That service was on the occasion of my first Sunday
at ‘home following & six or eight weeks’ absence in Eng-.
land. Tt was later in the season than was usual for me
to return from a holiday,, and all the people were at home.
There was a large congregation. Just in front of me,
slightly to the left, sat Dr. D. E. Thomson,’ KC Chair-
- man of the Board of Governors of McMaster Unlvers1ty,
behind him, Mr. F. L. Ratcliff, ex.Chairman of the Pub-
lication Board; on the right, Mr. James Ryrie, Chairman
of the Home Mlssmn Board; the Secretary of the.Foreign
Mission' Board; Secretary of the SundZy: School Board;
and many others who were members of other Boards, in-
cluding several who were members of the Board of Gov-
ernors of McMaster University, were-there. o

The effect of the sermon upon that congregation can
perhaps be more easily imagined than described. So far
as I knew, all these men were solidly évangelical, with-
the exception of Dr. D. E. Thomson. I beheved that- he
was soundly evangelical theologlcally, 'but that his atti-
tude on critical questions, as evidenced iR his article in
The Canadion Baptist of a few weeks before, on “Iner-
rancy”, was rather a dangerous one: This, in the friend-
liest way, in personal conversation, I had told him.
Greatly as I admired P{x: Thomson, and thoroughly, as
I believed in the genuireness of his own rellglous ex-
perience, I had pointed out to him that his experiences
as an eminent lawyer, who had spent -his life' keeping
people out of court by methods of compromise — such
compromlses being. doubtless perfectly legitimate where
human opinions and interests were concerned — had de-
veloped in him an attitude of compromise even.in respect
to fixed and axiomatic principles of revealed religion.
I had told Dr. Thomson.that he had trained himself in
the art of logical inconsistency in the interests of peace
as between his clients, and was quite unconscious of the.
.fact that he brought that mental habit of compromise to
bear upon religious questions; and that while hel was
able to stop half-way, most of those who attempted to”
follow him would arrive at Unitarianism and ultimately
in agnosticism.

I had not then learned the profound phllosophy of our .

Lord’s saying: “Think not that I am come to send peace
on earth: I came.not to send peace, but a sword.” For
I am come to set a man at variance-against his father,—
and the daughter against ’her mother, and the daughter-
in-law against her mother-in-law. And a man’s foes shall
be they of his own household. He that loveth father or
‘mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that
loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of
me. -And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth
after me is not worthy of me. He that findeth his life
shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall
fmd it.’+

I have since learned that men who are seemingly true
to evangelical principles are as houses built upon the
sand.” It may indeed be that some have “inherited” their
religious beliefs, andz-have developed them in circumstan-
tial hothouses; and given an appearance of troplcal
luxuriance, both in their outer characters and in their
evangelical speech. But their evangelicalism is. based
upon, the sands of heredlty, educatlon, and expedlency

- 4 Matthew 10: 34-39- -

\ ,
They are as those hearers who have no root in them-
selves, and when “tribulation or persecution ariseth be-
cause of the word, by and by (they are) offended.”

It were folly for anyone to join the army in wartime
on condition that he be not required to leave his wife and
family, business associates, and the country he loves!
Hence otir Lord insisted that no one could truly be His

- disciple who would not put allegiance to Him before all

other considerations of life.

I can see that 'Sunday morning congregation as I write.
Had I measured the personal conviction of each one by
his or her profession, I should have estimated there were
few opposed to the posxtlon I had taken. It had not then
occurred to me that a man’s opinions, and the probability
of his course of action in given circumstances, could -
never be clearly appraised until the man had talked it
over with his wife, ‘and she had made up his mind for
him. Nor did I suppose that a business man would
subordinate his religious convictions to considerations of
business expédiency. I thought of men who occupled
influential positions as directors in various large corpora-
tions, as men of individual strength; and that such

"boards wpould. probably be made up of strong characters,

each of whom would be a pronounced individualist. I
never dreamed that a man would refuse to take a course
in respect to religious matters, because, should it become
known, it would be disapproved by his business agsociates.
Nor had it entered into my mind that men who held
membership in certain secret societies that were sup-
posed to exist for legitimate mutual service, would use
their fraternalism to further their religious ends, or to
oppose the ‘religion of others. I had yet to learn, by
many painful expenences, that a large congregation of
religious individualists is likely to include a great com-
pany of people who, by domestic, social, business, or
fraternal-ties, are held in bondage not less real than the
shackles about the prxsoners ankles, or the- handcuffs
upon his wrists.

‘The ‘passage in Matthew anticipates all these con-
siderations, and provxdes against them; and indicates
that only as a man is enabled by divine grace to take up-
a cross that is a potential instrument of self-crucifixion,
can he pursue a course worthy his profession as a fol-
lower of ‘Christ.

'There were no hostile expressxons at the close of that

service known to me at the time. T heard later of one
whom I would have trusted with my life, who that morn-

.ing stood in the vestibule of the church, and greeted

many, and who remarked that by such action the Pastor
would drive hundreds of people away from the church
His prophecy proved to be correct.

- I must acknowledge .that I had never once conmdered
the consequences one way or another. The only question
of importance, as it then seemed, to me, was, What is
right? As soon.as that was determined, there appearéd
but one course to pursue. At this date I have no recol-
lection of having been approached by anyone on the mat—
ter the week following.

In The Canadian Baptist of *Qctober 16th, there.ap-
peared a letter of protest which.I had addressed to the
Editor. In the same issue there was a communication
from Dr. €. J. Holman, entitled, “Those ‘Settled Ques-
tions’ in the Old Land”, in which is discussed the effect
upon the Non-conformist churches in England of what
had been recommended to Canadian Baptists in the edi-

'torial under review. Dr. Holman saxd
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“The decrease of membership in evangelical churches -

of the United Kingdom in the ten years from 1906 to

1916 is as follows: Baptists, 26,712; Congregationalists,

9,300; Wesleyan Methodists, 49,053. And in the same

period the scholars in the Sunday Schools have de-

creased as follows: Baptists, 59,026; Congregationalists,

104,554; Wesleyan Methodists, 103,409.

. “From the foregoing figures it is apparent that, apart
from the effect on the adults, the Bible teaching in the
.Sunday Schools in the light of ‘Modern Scholarship’ has
;?g:s’?d to interest’ a large number of the rising genera-

In the,same issue, ‘October 16th, 1919, there appeared a
letter from Mr. F. L. Ratcliff, a former Chairman of the
Publication Board, in which he naively suggested that
the letter by Dr. D. E. Thomson, on inerrancy, printed
a few weeks before, “should have been accepted by all
parties, and ended the whole controversy”. - :

" There was also.another letter from Dr. D. E. Thomson,
in which, referring to the letters of Rev. E. E. Shields,

he said: _ . : .o

I have as little sympathy with destructive criticism
as he has. The important question as it séems to me is
whether those who love God's work shall trust each
other and-present @ united front to the.destructive
critics or expend their strength in fighting each other

over theories of inspiration.” o .

It was a fair example of Dr. Thomson’s invariable en-
deavour to steer a middle course. . For years these ques-
tions; in one form or another, had emerged in our .de-
nominational life, in Boards and Committees; and I think
I may say without egotism, that I had always taken a
position of uncompromising loyalty to the old faith. Fear-
ing the effect of any open rupture, the compromisers
among the University’s governing authorities <~ who
would have called themselves moderates -— -elected Rev.
H. 8. 'Curr to succeed Professor Matthews, as being the
more expedient course. ' . ) L !

But the, uncompromising Modernists, disappointed in
- being unable to secure the election of an ultra-Modern-
ist to the Faculty, like pestilential rodents endeavoured to
gnaw their way into the denominational house by com-+
mandeering thé editorial columns of The Canadian Bap-
tist. The correspondence in the columns-of The Carnadian
Baptigt had served to awaken the unofficial rank and file
of the Denomination to a realization of the danger; and
the sinners in Zion Had become afraid. .

For the information of my readers I here set out the
editorial in The Canadian Baptist of October 2nd, 1919,

_upon which my criticism was basgd; and'my letter ap- -
pearing in The Canadian Baptist of October 16th, pro- -

testing against the editorial. Here follow Editorial ‘and
Letter: '

INSPIRATION "AND AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE

. _Soxqe fifteen or twenty years ago the.question of the in-
spiration and authority of the Scriptures agitated the evan-
gelical churches of Greéat Britain a great deal more than it
does to-day. = : T

This agitation has' now largely ceased in the old land
because the leading men in whom these churches have large
confidence have brought themselves and ‘their people into

-, clearer light. Occasional echoes of the old acrimonious dis-

putations are still heard there, but in the main ‘they have
. ceased to interest or influence intelligent Christian people.
°It is a/singular circumstance that on this continent a-con-
siderable number of Christian, people;‘in¢luding a fair pro-
‘portion of ministers, are still threshing away at many of

- those questions touching the'Scriptures, which are regarded
as settled questions in Great Britain. To some extent this

is true among churches in Canada, and it is especially true -

in _the United States where some crude theological -views
still prevail in many quarters in which some partially edu-
cated but very dogmatic preachers are still making loud
~ ‘ B .

~ -
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proclamations of views and theories as to the Scriptures,
which were laid aside years ago in England and Scotland.
Any of our readers who are still perplexed as to the dis-
putations that occasionally prevail in our midst, touching
the inspiration and authority of the Scriptures will be
greatly helped by the recital of the story of how light and
relief came to Christian people in the old land. Inciden-
tally, reliable light is also thrown on the way_in ‘which the

- methods of modern scholarship affeot our views of the

Scriptures, when these methods ate used by trusted, rever-

. ent and scholarly Christian men who abound in England

and Scotland. .

The story and explanation of how conservative Christian
men in Great Britain have made the transition from many
untenable theories and inherited beliefs about the Bible to
a position in which their religious beliefs can be maintained
without creating a breach with other spheres of kngwledge,
was told some dozen years ago in one of a series of books
published by the National Council of Evangelical Free
Churches of Great Britain. The well-known Baptist min=~
ister, Rev. F. B. Meyer, was selected as general editor of
the series, while so distinguished .a scholar and stout de-
fender of conservative theology, as Principal Forsyth, M.A.,
D.D., of Hackhey College, London, . wrote the introduction
to the pronouncement which was entitled, ‘“Thé -inspiration
and authority of Holy Scripture”’, and one of London’s old-
est, most venerated and accomplished pastors, Rev. J.
Munro Gibson, M.A,, LL.D., was selected to write the text,
and who, while naturally assuming authority for the ex-.
position of views set forth, speaks with the unqualified
approval of such.men as Principal Forsyth and other,
trusted . leaders of, British nonconformity. That this pro-
nouncement was sent forth throughout the old land by the
National Council of Evangelical Free Churches of Great
Britain, gives it a standing that challenges attention and
res ~ -
ing senténces from the introduction by Principal Forsyth.

“There is no more difficult position to-day”, writes Prin-
cipal Forsyth, “than that of the minister who has to stand
between the world of modern knowledge on the one hand
and the world of traditional religion on the other, and
mediate between them. It is not a case of adjusting the
new knowledge to the untaught faith of others, and doing
it in the way of revérence for truth, love for men, and re-
gard for the growth of living faith. Any vulgarian ¢an de-
stroy and offend. . But the tagk of the veracious, alert, and
paternal-minded man who has to rear faith amid a world
of commotion, to establish the soul in a publi¢ war of ele-
ments and to secure the Eternal in"a tempest, is very deli-
cate and very severe. - The difficulty does not readily come
home 1o most people. The plain man, whose demand for a
plain yes and no Christ was always baffling, has no -idea
what it_costs to make a traditional creed a moral reality,
and to turn’ as our Lord Jesus had to do, a conventional
Messiah to a spiritual Christ.”

Principal Forsyth holds that what the church now neéds

is not so much an army of scholars as a supply of capsble -

middlemen or adjusters who know the new truth, the old.
faith and the believing people, and who can mediate the

inevitable transition without fatal accident. With the vision

of a seer gazing into the new religious day for the church,

he says, “The premises are being rebuilt, but the business

must be carried on; and the builders'must be competent to

manage- both without loss in the process, and with great

gain in the end. The education of our ministers must keep

this increasingly in view.” _— .

. How then is the growingly complex situation t6 be faced,

. according to Principal Férsyth?

First of all, he intimates, we must have the right sort of
ministers to handle the questions at issue. Mere pious talk
will not do. “The worst heresy,” he says, “is incompetency,..
degenerating into quackery. It cannot be too clearly under-
stood that no amount of well-doing, and no amount of zeal,

. and no amount of ethereal mysticism will save the situa-

tion. We need men of experimental historic faith, who are
also exercised in the knowledge which is creating the. pres-
ent situation. Knowledge will not do it, but it cannot be
done without knowledge.” : — ..

" Having thus described the kind of men needed for the
work—religious men with solid attainments.in modern
scholarship—Principal Forsyth then asks what is the best
course for such leaders to pursue.

I

)]

pect. ,
This week we have space only to quote a few of the strik-
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“Only two courses,” he says, “are possible, (1) either to
stand on every statement of an infallible book, or (2) to
treat extreme rationalism -with a highetr. reasonableness,
meet the critics on their-own ground, accept results tested
by their own methods in sounder /hands — and proceed
amidst all in the experienced liberty with which Christ
_cruﬁl_ﬂed has set our conscience free to be sure and bold
in Him.” -

This latter plan seems to accord with Paul's method and
advice: “Prove all things, and hold fast that which is good.”

The task is a high one and.must be met, if true religion is
to survive. One of the depfessing features, however, of the
task, according to Principal Forsyth, “is the persistence and
recurrence to lower social strata of old fallacies that had
long been disposed of in the region of the higher knowl-
edge.” For we still have, he says, “mental strata where
views and habits of mind still flourish which have long gone
to limbo in quarters where wisdom is spoken among the full

rown.” : E

g . . - .

In commending Dr. Gibson’s work to perplexed Christians,
Principal’ Forsyth shows mnot only great insight, but great
sympathy for those ‘“to whom it is a pain to feel their feet

‘slipping from them, or their ground undermined; who have .

a real though bewildered faith, and who desire above -all
. things to believe, if they could see their way.” )

In deprecating the fact that so many of the rank and

file of church members’just pick.up stray notions on the:.

subject from casual sermons, or from the cheap press, Dr.
Forsyth describes Dr. Gibson as a man~“who knows where

the land lies, and who has the secret of reaching .the public -

with his own settled faithf, while the book is described as
“an admirable example of arduous. work.”

In turning mext to Dr. ‘Gibson’s personal foreword, the
reader will be greatly interested in the autobiographical
sketch he gives of his own mental and religious progress in
relation to the Scriptures. :

The personal story which Dr.
franchisement in dealing with the Scriptures is worthy of

re-telling in ‘a separate article and we therefore hold it for

fresh and separate recital in a future issue, as well as some
condensation of the more extended review of the whole
subject of the inspiration and authority of Holy Scripture,

as viewed by the National Council of Evangelical Free '

Churches of Gréat Britain. .
(From The Canadian Baptist, Oct. 2, 1919)

My reply as it é.ppeared ir-1 The Canadian Baptist was
as follows: .
“INSPIRATION AND AUTHORITY OF
: SCRIPTURE”
A PROTEST

To the Editor of The Canadian Baptist:— \
Your leading article under the above heading in‘your

issue of October 2nd, is bound to provoke much questioning

in the minds of many of_your readers. Appearing, as it
does, with full editorial authority it may be regarded by
. many as indicating the present position with respect to the
vital question with which it. deals, of the churches of the
Baptist Convention of Ontario and Quebec, for which The
Canadian’ Baptist may be presumed to speak. Had the
article appeared as an expression of individual opinion it
might ‘have been allowed to pass, but as the editorial voice
of The Canadian Baptist, it constitutes a challenge to at
least one of. your readers, and I am greatly mistaken if it

be not a challenge to a great host. ] ]
And at the outset I must express my regret that the spirit
of the article under review forbids a careful selection of

refined' weapons when taking up arms against it. Britons’

were reluctant to meet gas with gas in opposing “the meth-
ods of modern scholarship” as- exemplified by the cultured
Germans. I am’ equally reluctant to resort to such weapons
as your editorial employs when it launches its attack upon
the historically established Baptist position; but I trust I
shall not be accounted unchivalrous if Itake the field with
my gas-mask properly adjusted. :

In such controversies neither side has monopolized the
practice of setting up straw men. I shall, however, on this

occasion, endeavour to avoid this alleged common error,— -

the more especially as a bag of chaff or thistle-down would

more accurately represent niy own estimate of the weight

Gibson tells of_his own en-.

of “scholdrship” and religious effectiveness represented in
the reasoning of the article in question.

. As I understand it, your'article tells us that in Great
Britain the .ever-recurring question of the inspiration and
authority of Scripture has been finally settled, and that

* while “occasional echoes of the old acrimonious disputations

are still heard there,-in the main they have ceased to in-
terest or influence jintelligent Christian people.” . :

I have seldom read anything more ‘“acrimonious” than
the . article under discussion. Tt is, indeed, an insult to
every Canadian Baptist who is not ready to follow the
apostles of compromise. In a recent issue you exhorted us
to “trust one another”. But how are men of conviction
to trust such leadership as your editorial offers—especially
when it is so insultingly proposed? Frankly, I do not, and
cannot. ’ .

With “the story and explanation of-how conservative
"Christian men in Great Britain have made the transition
from many untenable theodries and inherited beliefs about
the Bible, to a' position in which their religious beliefs can
be maintained without creating a breach with other spheres
of knowledge”, and which was “told some dozen years ago”,

« story” will be ah interesting one, espécially for those whose
original “beliefs about the Bible” were “inherited”. At all
events when it is told each must judge-its value for him-
self. But in advance of the story you inform us that the
“disputations’. whose- peaceful ending your story is to re-
cord, “have ceased to interést or influence intelligent Chris-
tian people-in Great Britain”, because there they are ‘‘re-
garded as settled questions”. ‘The inference is inescapable:
Either those of your readers by whom these questions are
not ‘“réegarded as settled” are not “inteligent Christian
people”, or else we are “some fifteen or twenty years” be-
hind Gréat Britain in our religious thinking, and therefore
all such are to be editorially castigated as being either
dullards or laggards. .
For the purpose of this protest
5 graph of your article in full: _
“It is a_singular circumstance that on this continent
a considerable number of Christian people, inclyding
a fair proportion of ministers, are still threshing"away
.at many of those questions touching the Scriptures,
which are regarded as settled questions in Great
Britain. To some extent this is true among churches in
~ Canada, and it is especially true-in the United States
where some -crude theological views stilll prevail in
many quarters in which some partially educated but-
. very dogmatic preachers are still making loud procla-
-mations of views ahd theories as to the Scriptures,
whié:}} were laid aside years ago in England and Scot-
land.’ .

From this it would appear that in order to.rank as “in-
telligent Christian people” Canadian holders of ' ‘“crude
theological views’” must hasten to catch up with the Joneses,
since these “views and theories of the Scriptures were laid
aside years ago in England and Scotland’. And is this the
‘voice of “scholarship’ which thus admonishes us? Is this
an illustration of “the way the methods of modern scholar-

ship affeet our views of the Scripture”? Must we change"

our views in order to keep abreast of “the reverent and
“scholarly Christian men who abound in England and Scot-
land’”’? I shall be the last to underestimate such men. No
one who knows me will charge me with being unapprecia-
tive of men and things in the country whose unselfish
heroism has so recently saved the world; but some of us
recognize a still higher allegiance than that which we
cheerfully pay to the Throne of Britain. o

And ‘we are familiar with the specious plea of this com-

monplace editorial. In a discussion on the changing fashiens
of womankind I heard an English fady say in-England about
four weeks ago, “We in England are rather amused at the
effort of. Canadians to keep up with the latest fashions.
Women's dresses in Canada are always several years behind
the fashions in England.” I suggested that English ladies
emigrate to Canada, as they would then be able to wear out

their old clothes in a land where such clothes would make

them leaders of fashion. L .
And this is precisely the -method by which the new

“scholarship” has made its greatest gains among some ‘“‘par-

tially educated but very dogmatic preachers” who appar-
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I am not for the moment concerned. Very likely ‘the-

I must quote one para-
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ently care for nothing so much as to be reckoned sufficiently
“advanced” and in the fashion to be included among
the intellectual “smart set”. I make no apology for my
irony. In my attitude toward the presumptuous arrogance
of this faith-destroying thing that plumes itself in peacock

the steps by which Christian folk in the first century
came to give Him the honours of Godhead. What hap-
pened in ‘the tunnel’, A.D. 30-50? How does the ‘Jesus
of History’ emerge as Lord of Providence and Dispenser
of Grace and Judgment in St. Paul's earliest letters?”

feathers and struts around under ‘the ridiculously assumed ,

name of “scholarship”, I have progressed from enquiry to
amazement, from discovery to disgust, and from indignation
to contempt. : - .

I have had some opportunity of judging of ‘the value of
the fashionable religious views which; you say, are so gen-
erally held in Great Britain, and which we are recommended
to- adopt. And what are the facts? Everywhere the
churches are losing ground. Al sorts of conferences are
being held, 'and innumerable schemes devised to regain the
influence the churches once exercised. It has been my
privilege to pay five visits 'to Great Britain in six years., I
have travelled the country from end to end, and have talked
with many hundreds of people. I have met ministers of-
all denominations, and while for'the most part engaged my-
self on Sundays, I have had some opportunity of observing
the church life of the Old Land. And it is far from encour-
aging. Everywhere ‘“union” is being advocated. It is not,
however, a union of exuberantly healthy churches that is
proposed, but a union of the -wasted remnhants which the
popular views you recommend have brought to the vergeof
ruin. The Secretary of the Baptist Union has even ex-
pressed his willingness to accept episcopal ordination in
order to effect union! - : ] Vo

It may be that the course you champion is popular with
certain ministers and theological professors, but it is abso--
lutely certain it is not popular with the great unchurched
masses who turn away with disappointment and disgust
from the pulpits which no longer have a positive message.
If a tree may.still be known by its fruits, it is sober truth

" to say, that the fruits of the new view of the Scripture

which your editorial recommends are the most damning evi-
wdence of its pernicious /character that could possibly be
adduced. <
In The British Weekly of July 10th, Sir William Robertson
Nicholl has a leading article entitled, “The Preaching of,
the Cross.” In this article he says: . .

“PFeachers do not, as they used to do, beseech men
with much entreaty to receive the gift. They may state
the truth of-salvation, but they do so without pressing.
it on their hearers. They assume the take-it-or-leave-it
attitude. The consequence is that the church does not
grow, but rather decreases and the confession of Christ
is rarer and rarer’ among men.”

Replying to this article in the issue of August 28th, Pro-.

" fessor G. A. Johnston Ross, of ‘Union Theological Seminary,

New York, among other things, says: :

“The author of that article fails, I think, to do justice
to one of the greatest difficulties which educated young
preachers have in preaching the Cross; it is the difficulty
of construing theologically the Person-of our Lord.

“ ‘No effective atonement carr be made for the sin of the
world except an atonement in which God is Source, .
Agent and Sufferer.’ But is Jesus really God? .-

“I wonder whether many of our laity appreciate;ftpe
intellectual difficulty which some pf our younger minis-
ters have in giving to our Lord, however much they may

. revere Him, the status and value of God. \

“We older men can easily, though wistfully, recall a
time when we read our New Testament, preached our
sermons, and prayed our prayers without a shadow of
hesitancy about the Godhead of Jesus. Unitarianism
for us was unthinkable, condemned by its chill sterility.

“But then came upon us wave after wave of ‘New
Testament ‘criticism’: the ‘elevation.of the Synoptic
tradition to a place of historic value all its own; the_

~analysis of the documents; the confidently trumpeted re-
sults as to the picture of Jesus which was the ‘true his-
toric residuum’; the rejection of the Fourth Gospel not
merely as unhistorical, but as a distortion’ of the real
picture; the slighting of St. Paul. ]

* * * *

“What we really néed is a return from the humanistic
and naturalistic ways of looking at our Lord (which
have become too fashionable because of our sociologi-

\cal interests), and the concentration of scholars upon

" for al delivered unto the saints”.

And now, Mr. Editor, one thing more. What is to be the
answer of the “considerable number of Christian people, in-
cluding. ‘a fair proportion of ministers”, and “some partially

educated and very dogmatic preachers”, to the challenge of _

your editorial? ‘

. I do not know. But I know_the answer of one. I am
proud to be classed in this connection with “unlearned and
ignorant men”. One of the unmistakable.badges of pre-
sumptuous ignorance in the realm of religion is the approval,
of thé mechanical, ostentatious, oracular, religious, ‘“schol-
arship” of the much-exaled, and smugly complacent “mod-
ern” academician. From his imprimatur may I by God’s
good grace, for ever be delivered!

I have written strongly, I know, but not impulsively. I
write-at ‘this moment deliberately and in contermptuous
anger. It is time some Canadian Baptists became angry!
And I write to provoke the question: When will the “con-.

- siderable number of Christian people, including a fair pro-
portion of ministers” and “some partially educated and
very dogmatic preachers” who are “still threshing away at
.many. of those questions touching the Scriptures which are
" regarded as settled in Great Britain”, demand a reckoning
.of those in the Denomination who boast' of having laid
those views aside, and whd so moisily champion their own
ascendency in denominational counsels? .

We are talking of a “Forward Movement”. “Forward”
whither? :and to what? Is it to be in the direction to which
your editorial points? Does this editorial view fairly repre-
sent -the views of -the majority of the members of ‘the
churches of this Convention? Are they willing that the de-
nominational organ should so represent them to the world?
Some of us must by some means discover where tlie Denom-
Aination stands on these vital questions, and whither it is
moving. I am personally of the conviction that the farther
we move “forward” in the direction in which your article
would lead us the farther we depart from “the faith once

If the only principle for
which Baptists now stand is the much-vaunted “liberty” to
doubt everything and be sure of nothing—except ithat those
who believe 'the Bible to be the inspired and authoritative
Word of God are “partially educated” and are mot to be
classed with “intelligent Christian people”, it is a principle
which few will sacrifice to “forward’. And I am much
mistaken if it be not found that the majority of our
churches still believe that Baptists still have a peculiar
mission; :and that the distinctiveness of our message con-
sists in positive principles and not in mere negations. And
I would here venture with all-respect to urge the “consider-
able number of Christians, including a fair proportion of
ministers” and “some partially educated and very dogmatic
preachers” who have not yet thrown their “crude theologi-
cal views’. to the critical wolves, to attend the coming Con-
vention with the determination of‘' making their views
Khown, and their votes felt in the shaping of our denomina-

tional policies.

I/am prepared for the torrential Niagara of adjectives
which will be loosed to describe my uncharity and unmiti-
gated and hopeless ignorance. But I cannot understand
how anyone who loves the Bible as the Word of God be--
cause therein 'and thereby he has learned Christ, and be-
cause his infallible Lord has borne witness to its absolute
reliability, could carefully read your editorial without be-
ing deeply grieved and ihdignantly angry. I :am resolved”
to avail myself of the first opportunity of testing the
attitude of the Denomination toward the position taken
in your article. Meanwhile I send you this, my indignant
protest. And I send it in the earnest hope that it may
be possible to demonstrate at the coming Convention,
what I féel certain is the fact, that the Denomination as
a whole still stands true to its historical position in its
present attitude to the question of the inspiration and
authority of ’Scripture. Then we can -all heartily co-
operate ~in a real and great “Forward Movement”.

> (Signed) Thomas T. Shields.

P.S.—Permit me to add, that at the Ottawa Convention
I intend to move an amendment to the motion to adopt

-~
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the report of the Publicatlon Board to provide an oppor-

tunity for the Convenbion to say by vote whether or not
The Canadian Baptist, in the article in question, correctly

. represents the Denomination’s view of the Scrlp":c[‘u’xl"es

(From The Canadian Baptist, Oct. 16, 1919)
At the beginning of the Convention week, October 20th,
I personally took a letter to the Editor of The Canadian
Baptist, addréssed to.the churches of the Convention,
informing them of my intention of ralsmg the question

- on’ the floor of the Convention, and urging every church

to send its full quota of delegates to the Convention at
Ottawa.
would have to consult-some members of his Board before
consenting to publish it. 'This he promised to do within
a few hours, and to advise me. I went again to his of-
fice, to receive his answer. He replied that he could not
publish my letter. I asked him then for the copy. I

" had the-letter printed, and that night a copy went by

first-class mail to every pastor and church in the Con-
vention. Had the Editor published my: letter, it would
not havé reached the churches until Friday, and some of
them, not until Saturday.” By that é e some of the
delegates would have left for Ottawa. But going to the
pastors direct, many churches that had not intended to
send delegates, held a special business meeting on the
Wednesday -evening, and appointed their ‘delegates, in
some cases, paying their expenses. Pastors who had
thought they would be unable to attend, by some means,
“raised the wind”, and determined to go.

The result was that the delegation was the largest that,
up to that time, had ever been recorded as in attendance
at a meeting of the Baptist ‘Convention of Ontario and
Quebec.

(To Be Continued)

THANK YOU, REGINA.

for good gift of $30.00 to the work of. THE GOSPEL WIT-
NESS, which is much appreciated.

The Editor of The Canadian Baptist said he.

A SIX-MONTHS’ STORY CONTINUED
IN -THIS ISSUE

The story of THE GREAT CONTENTION
FOR_THE FAITH by Bible-believing Baptists
of Canada, which began in the front-page
article of Nov. 20, will continue in instalments
week by week for probably four to six months.

We earneslly solicit the co-operation of all -
our readers in making this story as widely

. known as possible. In order to give currency
to it we will send THE GOSPEL WITNESS
containing this story week by week for the full
time of .its continuance — not less than six-

- months — for $1.00. Send in your subscrip-
tion immediately, and all subscriptions will
begin with the first instalment in the issue of
Thursday; November 20th.

NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS ONLY -

THE GOSPFL WITNESS FOR SIX MONTHS
. FOR $l 00 .
Address 130 Gerrard St."E., Toronto 2, Ont.

']
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A REVEALING LETTER

EW of those now reading the chapters of The Greal
Contention have any idea of the spirit of the Med-
ernistic army against which we had to contend.
We received at the end of January a letter which speaks
for itself. We did not. publish it at once. We communi-
cated with Mr. Graydon asking for his permission to do

(663) i.l .

80, and we received a further letter from him on Febru-

ary 6th.
We are publishing both letters for the information of
our readers. -

‘The writer of these letters was a delegate from the

Courtland Church, according to the Year Book of that -

date, to the Convention in Temple Church, Toronto, in
1926. - <

NEW LYME BAPTIST CHURCH

Rome, Ohio

. January 28, 1953.
Dr. T. T. Shields, .
Jarvis St. Baptist -Church& : A
Toronto 2, Ontario, : '

Dear Dr. Shields,

THE GOSPEL WITNESS of January 22nd has just ar-
rived and was appreciated as always Your statement
concerning. the 1927 ‘Convention and Dr. Clark’s experi-

>

ence on the street while waiting for a street car brought"

back a vivid memory of that same time.

It was my privilege to be one of the 217 to vo*e against
the exclusion of Jarvis. When the vote was taken to
exclude Jarvis St., and you in partlcular I was one of
the first to shake hands with you at the back of the
church (Temple Church). I was present at the meeting
in the Lecture Hall to which you refer when Dr. Clark
was present at Jarvis St. for the first time.

Now here is the experiénce of which I am writing.
I came out on Gerrard St. after that meeting in the
Lecture Hall to return to Temple Church. Just as I
reached the sidewalk and started walking east to the
street car 1 met a man about middle-aged, or a little
beyond middle age, well dressed and wearing a derby

* hat, who was almost frothing at the mouth because of

his violent rage. When he saw me come out of the Jarvis

St. Church he lit into me with ferocious language. I -

have never been treated to a, more scorching torigue
lashing since or before. I cannot recall his exact words
except at the one point I was able “to get a word in
edge-wise” and received his answer. I.said, “All we are
doing is standing for the Word of God.” Back came the
frenzied reply, ‘“TC HELL WITH THE WORD OF
GOD”! His words and actions. were so violent that I
wondered if he would next attack me physically. It was
a relief to be able to escape him on the car. His words

_and attitude seem characteristic of present day so-called

“Modernism”, although not many would speak so frankly
of their inner feelings.

I hope ‘that the history you are publishing in THE Gos-
PEL WITNESS will eventually be published in book form.
It should be required reading in our Conservative
seminaries. P

Wlth every good wish to you I remain,

Your son in the ministry,

J. ARTHUR GRAYDON

P.S. I have been a regular reader of THE 'GOSPEL WIT-
NESS since early 1924.
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Rev. T. T. Shields, D.D.
Jarvis 'St. Baptist Church,
Toronto 2, Ontario.

Feb. 4th, 1953

. Dear Dr. Shields,

This will confirm my telephone conversation with your
secretary at noon to-day in which I gave full permission
to use my letter of the 28th, over my signature, in any
way that you would care to use it. The letter was writ-
ten on the spur of the moment immediately’ upon reading
the story of Dr. Clark’s first visit to Jarvis St. It was

.written without any thought of its being used, but.you

are welcome to use it any way you like. The account is
at will never leave my memory. This was
-my first visit to Toronto so that the incident was en-
graved-all the more deeply in my memory.

Thi man gadve every evidénce of being a well educated
He ‘probably classified himself as

a “liberal” and a ‘man of “tolerance”, which he probably
was in the realm of infidelity, but like other ‘“tolerant
liberals”, he had no tolerance and no liberality of spmt
toward those who stand for the plenary verbal 1nsp1ra-
th\n of the Holy Scriptures I°happened to come in con-
tact: with him just in time to recelve the volcanic ex-
plos1on of his wrath.

I have never seen anyone else become so violent on this
subject but it doés seem to me that it is a characteristic
of many who are “liberal” and “tolerant” to be that way
only in matters of infidelity and to have.neither quality
when .faced with what is termed “Fundamentalism”.
The 1927 Convention was a shocking revelation of that
very thing. I can never férget the wild frenzy of the
usheir who tried to keep Rev. C J. Loney from.the ros-
trum, nor the scarcely-less frenzied action of the Record-

ing Secretary when he arose from his seat and pushed.-

Mr. Loney backward off the rostrum.

The men who are staying by the’ Amerlcan Baptist
Convention over here deplore the “Spirit” of our Con-
servative Baptist Association in breaking off all ties
with the A.B.C, The other.day I came upon a situation
in a Pennsylvania Baptist Church where two of these,
“llberal” (), “tolerant”(?), “fine-spirited”(?) ministers
had come into a church fight which they had evidently
. stirred up from the outside. It was a sad-story. If the
-full story of that meetifg could be told abroad as the
broken-hearted pastor told me it would not be believed
by many as these two “}olerant” men evidently parked
their ethics, and even their common decency with their
car. This stirs no indignation in.the hearts of their
fellow ministers — —the mdlgnation u—reserved for
those of the .C.B.A. -

May you long be spared to carry on your great work.

"~ One of your “boys” in the ministry, -
V. J. ARTHUR GRAYDON

P.S. For some strange reason your telegr:'a.m was not
delivered to. me until just-a few minutes before I
called you on the telephone to-day. A letter would
have reached me much sooner!

.

A BOUNTIFUL PROVISION -
His peace for.you is perfect, °

His pardon for you is complete,

His strength for you is everlasting,

His supply for you is inexhanstible,

His love for you is infinite.

\ . «MyCH FRUIT”

HEN our Lord uttered His profound and momentous
maxim of the Christian life, “Without me ye can

‘do nothing,” He was stating what we .call the doctrine

of Sovereign Grace., In’the realm of nature the truth
of this principle is indisputable, and no one would be so
foolish .as to deny the scientific accuracy of the Master’s
illustration: *“As-the branch caniiot bear fruit of itself,
except it abide in the “‘vine; no more can ye, except ye
abidé in me.” But in the spiritual realm there have

never been wanting those who seek to minimize the sover- .
eignty of Grace and to magnify, if not to glorify, the

part played by the human will and man’s own efforts.

Someone has wittily remarked that those who boast that -
they are self-made men never fail to worship their

maker! But are there- really any self-made men? Of
course not:
ourselves.” It is well to view the profound spiritual
principle enunciated by our Lord in the light of His
illustration so as to see that its truth is"neither isolated
nor arbltrary Over every part and- department of
human life is wrﬁt‘en large the scientific dogma: “With-
out me ye can do nothing.” 1In all nature there 1is in-

scribed the principle: 3 “The branch cannot bear fruit of )
-itself.” t

Take, for instance, the universally accepted doctrine
of the law of cause and effect. What is.it but a scien-

tific, or rather a philosophic statement of the Biblical °

truth before us? The law of cause and effect lays it

‘down-as axiomatic that in the natural realm no event
takes place of itself. Scientific thought banishes chance

and teaches that all things are dependent upon antecedent
causes, hence the whole universe is made up of a great
mass of dependents and interdependents.
would hang this unbreakable chain of cause and effect
upon a yawning void and-end its utter disriiption, thus
crowning the majesty of law and order with the fool’s
cap of chance. The believer, however, rejoices with
thanksgiving that - <
“So the whole round earth is every way :
Bound by gold chains abouf the feet of ‘God.” ‘

Our bodies are living witnesses, to the truth that we
have nothing that we did not receive.. How helpless is

the human_infant at birth. For the first few years of’

life it is completely dependent upon the loving care of a
mother’s indefatigable labours. It cannot feed nor clothe

itself, nor shift for itself in any way. When at last,

after long, weary. stages, the infant emerges into child-
hood and learns to assert 'its own will, it is still far from
prov1dmg for all its own needs. Consider also that the

-dependent years of childhood and youth are but a-part

of the inheritance that every newcomer ihto this world
receives from those who have gone before. - The stalwart

young giant has no”valid reason to take pride in his ~
magnificent physique but only to give thanks to His

Maker and to his forbears who endowed him with ‘such

*. a. bodily heritage. . .
In like fashion the same prmclple rules in the klngdom

of the mind. -There is a sense in which our 1ntellectual
powers are merely the development of latent potentlall-

ties. .Education, we are reminded by some, does no more_
. than to “lead out” the innate capabilities with which we

are endowed. But this is the principle of grace for men-
tal endowments and physical inheritances are pure gifts,

not earned but freely" granted to those who have done -

nothmg ‘to deserve t:hem Doulbtless there is much in
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“It is he that hath made us, and not we’

The atheist:

P S L.
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- the conception that regards learning as the appropna-
tion of knowledge gleaned by others, but this too brings
us back to the free bestowal of truths for which others -
have toiled and shed their blood. We are all helrs\ of -
the ages that have gone before us and we too reap where-

~ on we beéstowed no labour: “Ot.he'r men Jlaboured,. and

} ‘(we) are entered into their labours.”

‘ ) The Good News heralded in the Bible and bestowed in,

b. Jesus ‘Christ is the crowning example of Sovereign Grace
ever made known to men or to angels. It proclaims: “By

grace ye are saved through faith; and that not of your-
) selves: it is the gift of God.” “Not by works of right-
' ' eousness which we have done, but accordmg to his own
’ mercy he saved us.” What God has done in nature He
does more gloriously in the spiritual world, the lower
. creation is an image of the higher: “Of his fulness have
! we all received and grace for grace.” He who has given
us physical life, now graciously gives us the new life in
f Christ; He who has bestowed knowledge upon us, now
. “hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”
It has been well said that, “God spoke to create the world,
Rk but to save it He died.”
T ' Our text, however, does more tha_n merely expound a
| - doctrine, great and glorious as it is. It also proposes a
. personal relationship to Him ‘who is the fountainhead of
_all grace, the Giver of every good and perfect gift. The
Bible never conditions a man’s salvation solely upon his
acceptance of revealed truth. - It pointg to Jesus Christ,
“Who of ‘God is made unto us w1sdom, and righteousness,
and- sanctification, and redemption.” The key to our
Lord’s teachmg here is the personal relationship to Him-
self: “in me”, and the contrasting phrase, “apart from
me”. Men are ever willing to talk about church mem-
bership, to discuss opinions, argue about doctrine or even
to submit to sacraménts, -but our Lord does not concern
Himself with external, mechanical acts as a way of salva-
tion. All these matters have their place, doubtless, but
let them be kept in their place, the one capital question
is, What is your personal attitude to Jesus Christ H1m—
self: “What think:ye of Christ?” Our Saviour offers
Himself, not things or institutions, and he urges as the .
- - prime prerequ1s1te, the necessity of coming to Himself:
“Abide in me, and I in you. He that abideth in me, and
I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit; for with-
out me ye can do nothing.” ®
Will those whose feet have long trodden the Way of
Life say that this truth is elementary? It is that, but it
is also that “strong meat (that) belongeth to them who
are of full age, even to those who by reason of use have
their senses exercised to discern both good and evil:”” The
Gospel of Jesus Christ is the Gospel of the Grace of God,
‘but those, who have beheved on His name can never for-
get that the same grace that provided the way home and
sought the ‘poor wanderer must also lay in heaven the
topmost stohe .

"Twas grace that wrote my name
In life’s eternal book;

'Twas grace that gave me to the Lamb,
Who all my sorrows took.

Grace tagfht my wandermg feet
To tread the heavenl
And new supplies each%nour I meet,
ile pressing on to God. -
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- ] Grace taught my soul to Pra
- : o 2 And made mine eyes o’e:
'Twas grace which kept me'to tﬁls day,
' \ And will not let me go. )

—

‘the life itself.

Oh, let Thy grace inspire
My soul with strength divine!
May all my powers to Thee aspire,
And all my days be Thine,

~ The maturést believer will never come to the place
where he can dispense with the grace of God. On the
contrary, the farther on the Christian Pilgrim strug-
gles toward heaven and home, the more keenly.is he
aware of his_ utter dependence upon the unfailing :Com-
panion apart from whom he can do nothing. Those
who quit the King’s Highway of Salvation, no matter

-how far along they may ‘have progressed, will surely

fall into the hands of ‘Giant Despair and languish in
the dark recesses of Doubting 'Castle, if indeed they
do not meet with some other speedier destruction.

The Saviour’s words do not define life, they -offer
We need -to ponder "this simple yet
searchlng truth lest our professed Christianity should
be lost in a- vapour of words or exhaust itself in the
utterance of pious resolutions. Does this probing sen-
tence of the Great Teacher not cut to the quick:
“Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much
fruit;. so shall ye be my dlSClp]eS Are we bearing
much fruit? Are we glorifying the Father? How
humbling this is for all but the self-satisfied whose
blind pride prevenis them from being -humbled: And

yet, on the other hand we have this encouraging assur-:

ance joined to the other, probing, searching words:
“Every branch that beareth fruit, he: purgeth it, that
1t may bring forth more fruit.” The Master looks for
“much fruit”, but when He finds any fruit, so far

from despising it, he undertakes to cleanse the branch .

that he may bring forth “more frult” The only
branch that He takes .away is the one that bears no
fruit, the one that though seemingly attached to the
vine yet has no vital bond with it and hence does not
truly belong to the #ine. It is noteworthy that the sole
condition of fruitfulness is “abiding”. The labour of
bearing fruit is not the responsibility. of the branch
but of the -vine, and to.those branches that abide the

vine guarantees, m ‘ever ascending scale of produc--

tlveness “fruit”, “more fruit” and-* much fruit”.”

The Sav1ours parable of the vine and the branches
presents a beautiful picture of the genume Christian.
Last summer we visited an orchard in the Niagara
fruit belt. Greatly to our surprise the owner allowed
us to drive in- among the peach trees and to pick

_the luscious ripe fruit -for ourselves, or rather for our

Seminary students. We gazed with wonder that was
akin to awe upon the heavily laden boughs that bent
down almost to the ground under the weight of their
golden harvest. The productfwty of the trees amazed
us. It seemed incredible that such smal, frail trees
could produce so abundantly.

As we admired and tasted the bounties that God
had provided through His creation, we thought of the
ingpired picture of the believer: “And he shall be

like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bring-

eth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall
not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.”
‘The trees in the beautiful orchard preached a sermon
that summer morning, abundantly illustrated every-
where "we looked, and once again we prayed that .we
too;m:ght be “like a tree planted by the r1vers of
water.” -

- —W.S.W.
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Dear Faithful Helpers:

. Since your loyal and prayerful assistances and that of
many GOSPEL WITNESS friends, helped to make 1952 one ~

= of the best years in our experience, we gladly share with
-you something of the thrilling story of its achievements.
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AMONG THE CHURCHES
- . Rgev. H. C. SLADE

. Two More French-Canadian Brands Plucked
From the Burning

-

\

THE Baptist Church at Malartic, through its radio,
pulpit and visitation ministry, is like a beacon light

ance, idolatry, superstition and sin in the Northwestern
section of the Province of Quebec. Below, Rev. Yvon
Hurtubise, the Pastor, himself a convert from Rome, re-
lates the story of two more French Canadian' Roman

Catholics who have come to experience the savmg power -

of the Gospel. '

“A few months ago’I learned ‘that Mr. T who lives
about 65 miles from Malartic and who had shown con-
siderable interest in the Gospel previously, was going blind
because of a bad infection in one eye. As soon as pos--
sible I called at this home and found that this affliction
had only served to deepen his concern for his soul’s salva-
tion. Throughout our study of the Word of God, his wife
listened carefully but said nothing. I endeavoured to

" show them that 'God. was the only one wl_m could help
. them in times .of spiritual and physical distress, and I

entreated them to put their trust in Him alone and not
in any of. the so-called saints of the R.C. faith. ‘Some
time later we received a very surprising lettef from Mrs.
T., saying that that night she asked God to reveal plainly
to her if what I taught was the true way of salvation.
As proof, she asked that{God would enable her husband

.to see, at least-enough to return to work. The next morn-

ing he said, ‘It is strange, -but I think my eye is getting
better.’ After a few days, when it was quite apparent
that his eye was better, she told him of her petition to
the Lord. In her letter she begged me to return as soon
as possible to teach' them movre of the truth of the Word;
and so I went again last week, walking the last four or
five miles because of snow drifts. I found them really
receptive. and open to listen to the Gospel, and happy in
their decision to ‘follow the way of the Lord’, as they
say.

“Please pray-that they might be a real testlmony in
that district, and that nothing will dim their joy nor.
their dehght in His Word which has become a Light to

- them in their darkness

“It was also my Joy this week to lead another seekmg
soul to the One who is the Light of the world. She. is
the niece of a German immigrant who was saved here
last year.

“For these, we pralsgzgnd thank our God, and yet pray
that soon many more-will come to know Hmm whom to
know is life eternal »

Sudbury Church Has Best Year in History

The history of the Berean Baptist Church, Sudbury, ,
reads like the parable of the mustard seed. Under the’
leadership of its one and only Pastor, Rev. J. R. Boyd,
it~has grown from extremely small beginnings to be
probably one of the largest and most influential Evan-
gelical -Baptist churches in Ontario. Mr. Boyd has writ-
‘ten to thank all GOSPEL WITNESS readers who have, by
their prayers and practical help, shared in the burden of
this ever-widening ministry throughout Northern On-
tario, also to give some valuable information of his work.
Mr. Boyd writes as follows:

!

- for our broadcast there.

»their constantly expanding ministries.

" During the” year just ‘ended our extensive radio min-
istry continued every week to carry the Gospel in Eng-

. , " lish, French, or Ukrainian t0 many thousands of listeners’
shedding its benign rays over the dark waters of ignor- scattered all over the country from the darkness of Que- -

bec to the plains of Manitoba. In that time God opened
up our new French outlet in Northern Quebec whege our
brother and beloved convert from Rome, Rev. Yvon
Hurtubise, is our spokesman to his own people every
week. During those months of challenge and progress we
added our first part-time missionary helpers to our
budget. 1952 also afforded us the privilege of seeing
our new '‘Church at North Bay. take -full responsibility
Our French associate, Pastor
W. P. Bauman, there preaches the Word and the thriving
young church has just now gallantly dared to assume full
responsibility for the cost of the programmes. This gives
us welcome relief to enable us to enter another new field
this year. These ten regular broadcasts each week, with
the cost of recording, v151tatlon, printing and’ assisting

missionaries on the fields in following up the broadcast

Word has requn'ed agreat deal of money. c

We started the year, as we started in the beginning of
our ministry, with scarcely any money, but our records
show that ‘God through His faithful people enabled us to
pay out twelve thousand seven hundred and seventy-one
dollars and twenty-six cents ($12,771.26) for the support
and extension of our radio and French missionary works
alone. This, o course, does not include what -went

‘through the regular channels of our local churches to-

missionary works abroad, nor does it include what it cost
for the up-keep and development of these churches, in
OCur whole re-
sponsibility, . exclusive of special building expenses,
amounts to about twenty-four thousand dollars per year.

What of the future? We know no more of it than we
did a year ago. We see needs on every hand. We hope
to extend our foreign language radio work as well as
increase the number of English outlets in places not
served by.such Gospel works. We are pledged to do our ut-
most to establish one or two new branch.works in Sudbury
District. We are planning for a more ‘intensive visita-
tion ministry in responsive areas of French Canada in
the coming summer and we hope, God willing, to keep
what works we have advancing in the Saviour’s name.

It is not easy to prepare an average of fifteen or six- -

teen messages every week of the year, to fulfil the execu-
tive and pastoral responsibilities of three growing
churches,.to visit and assist eager, searching groups of
‘Christians. and seekers in needy districts hundreds of
miles apart and still answer for all the financial de-
mands; but we believe God will undertake and we can
with confldence plan for a year of blessing beétter than-
any yet known.

For the part played already by evéry one of our many:
friends and for the part each one will yet have i in making
available funds and helpers needed we .are’ profoundly
thankful and so we move into the future knowing that
in .the days unseen God will give us the blesged privilege
of going ahead with friends old and new to greater
achievements for Him. -

N
/
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| Blessing ét Westbourne Cﬁmch, Calgary

The last few ‘Sundays i’ Westbourne Baptist Church,
Calgary, have been times of great spiritual awakening.
Each Sunday has seen souls making. public profession
of their faith in Christ and, in New Testament fashion,

. following their Lord in believer’s baptism: In a recent

letter from Rev. J. B. ‘Cunningham, the Pastor, he men-
tions that one man who, among several others~was bap-
tized a little over a week ago, had been under the min-
istry of Dr. Shields of Jarvis Street Baptist Church
years ago. A 'Sunday ‘School contest which ran for four
months with Westwood Baptist Church, Edmonton, re-
sulted in a considerable increase in attendance at both
Bible Schools. During the four-month period the aver-
age attendance in Westbourne Sunday $School! was .
brought up by forty per ‘Sunday. Thus goes on the

- glorious work of sowing and reaping among the churches

of the Western Canada Regular Baptist Missionary Fel-
lowship. : A N X
The Westbourne Church at present is faced with a tre-
mendous challenge in the west end of the City of Cal-
gary. The church has already purchaséd a lot in thé
new drea with the hope of putting up a suitable building
next summer. ’ .

North Bay Church Broadcasts Gospel

The work in North Bay continues to.go steadily for-
ward. Pastor Wilfred P. Bauman, with his usual vision
and zeal, has led his people to assume financial responsi-
bility for a weekly broadcast which is heard over CFCH
at 1.16 every Sunday afternoon. Great numbers are
listening to these programmes and the people of Grace
Baptist Church are earnestly praying that through this
means ‘God’s Word may run, have free -course and be
glorified in the hearts of many. Last November the
Church at North Bay began holding, in addition to the
other regular meetings, a Sunday morning service at
11 o’clock. The Bible School on this account was moved
forward gne‘hour to meet at ten o’clock which resulted”
in“an improved attendance at Bible School and a goodly

- number of the Sunday School scholars remaining over

for the morning service. Previously the Orange Hall;
where the meetings are held on the Lord’s Day, has not
been available to them on week days. 'In this respect
the Church is handicapped by not having a building of
its own. Lately, however, the Lord has answered prayer
in opening the door for a children’s meeting to be held

-in the same hall every Saturday morning for one hour.

Daniel’s Band will be held next Saturday morning for
the first. After the evening service a week ago last
Sunday the hearts of all were encouraged when a young
lady came to thé pastor’s-wife saying she wanted to be
saved.. We shall join in prayer with the faithful Chris-
tians at North Bay that this one may be but the fore-
runner of many who will yet come “asking their way to
Zion with their faces thitherward.”

. /7 ’

AN OFFERING FOR BRITISH FLOOD
“ VICTIMS .

Last Sunday evening, after the sermon, a special “re-
tiring” offering was received for the British flood vic-
tims. The offering amounted to $1,500. If any read-
ers of THE *GOSPEL WITNESS desire to have fellowship
with us in that matter, .their offerings will be gladly
received, y -

.

- ti

VICTORIA AVENUE CHURCH,
"HAMILTON

The Annual Meetiné of Victoria Avenue Baptist
Church, .Hamilton, was held on Wednesday evening,
January 28th, with- Rev. John Byers, presiding. A spirit

-of gratitude to God, good fellowship, hope and enthusiasm

pervaded the meeting. Throughout a difficult year the
Lord had manifested His presence in an unusual way, so
that in answer’to believing prayer what had seemed to
many an impossible task had been accomplished, in that
the mortgage on the church and parsonage had been fully
discharged. For the first time in the history of the
church, this valuable property is free of debt. Because
of the goodness of the Lord the financial report indicated
an increase -in total income of about $200 over that of
last year. The Bible School report stressed the generos-
ity and faithfulness of officers, teachers and scholars.

‘Some scholars made a profession of salvation on a-recent. . -

Sunday. :

‘On January 4th, the eleventh anniversary of the com-
mencement of Mr. Byers’ ministry in Hamilton, a letter
from the Deacons was read, expressing appreciation of
his powerful preaching, based upon the Word of God, and
not upon the opinions of men; his high ideals concerning
the. function, privileges and responsibilities of the mem-

.bers of the Christian .church; his unselfigh, kind and de-

voted service among the poor, the sick, the sorrowing and

afflicted; his wise-leadership and trustful spirit. ’
- The following Deacons were elected : Mr. Charles Link-

later (clerk), Mr. La Verne Ball (treasurer), Mr. David

‘Simmonds, Mr. Arthur Abrahams, Mr. C. Rodgers and

Mr. Gordon Bigelow. -

—O0.L.C.

, PRAYER
“Fervent, persevering prayer, the prayer of faith, the
prayer of a soul which never feels itself alive 'save in
constant communion with ‘God, how little is this prayer
known! All mighty men have been men of prayer, and
they were mighty because they were mén of prayer.”
' —ADOLPHE MONOD

Bible School Lesson l]ﬁtlihe

Vol. 17

First Quai'ter Lesson 9 M}arch 1, 1953

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)

-, THE BREAD 01*\‘ LIFE
Lesson Text: John 6:1-14.

Golden Text: “And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of
life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he
that believeth on me, shall never thirst.”—John 6:35.

I. The Scarcity of-Bread: verses 1-7.

This outstanding miracle was recorded by all four Evan-
gelists. (Matt. 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44; Luke 9:10-17). The
Sea of Galilee was also called the Sea of Tiberias, and the -
Sea or Lake of Gennesaret (Luke 5:1). The journey across
the lake was undertaken to secure quiet for the disciples
(Mark 6:31, 32), for fhexl were weary after their tour of
preaching and healing, and they“were in need of recuperation;
that their natural and spiritual vigour might be renewed
(Isa. 40:31; Mark 8;20; 6:7, 30; 2 Cor. 4:18). Our Saviour
affords rest for the weary; He is as the shadow of a great
rock in a weary land (Isa. 32:2; Matt. 11:28-30).

-
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But,” instead of the respite which the disciples sought, but also full satisfaction to those who come to Him (2 Kings

they found the multitude waiting for them, or rather for

4:42-44; John 4:13, 14; 10:10; Eph. 3:20). There is-always

their Lord. There would now be fresh demands upon their “bread enough and to spare in His banquetting-house; no

time and energy.~ The servant.of God must-learn not to be
impatient when "his plans are interrupted. ' Some lives are
self-ordered for every minute, so that no room is left for
casual ministrations.” On the other hand;  those who~are led
by the Spirit of God will often find that the seeming inter-
ruption in their own plans is by the appointment of God and
opens the way to service. undreamed of before. The path
‘of duty is frequently the path to glory. .

As -the crowds were gathering, even before they reached
‘the place where Jesus was, He perceived that they were
weary_and hungry; but, above all, He detected their spiritual
need (Mark 6:34). No aspect of human suffering could es-
-cape the eyes of the loving ‘Saviour., He is the same to-day;
His compassions fail-not " (Lam. 3:_2\2). <

The Lord frequently tests His people as He did Philip.
(Gen? 22:1); not to. embarrass them, or to cause ‘them to
-stumble, but that He may strengthen their faith by giving
them an opportunity to exercise it (Deut. 8:2; Job 23:10).

The things of sense loomed too large in the mind of Philip
(John 14:9); not yet had he learned to look beyond human

- “resources for the solution of a difficulty. .Andrew was williig

to make a suggestion\even although he éonsidered it all but
useless. If we trust God and do our part, He will be faithful .
and do His part. N ' )

II. The Supply of Bread: vex_'ses’8';1'4". 1 .
v “Little is much, if God be-in it.” By Divine power our

* Lord multiplied the small offering given to Him, and with

- it fed the hungry ones. Small and insignificant as our re-
sources’ may seem to be, théy will be multiplied when pre-
sented to the Saviour. That which would be impossible
with men, is possible with God (Matt. 19:26; Mark: 10:27;
Luke 18:27). Notwithstanding the scarcity of food in the
desert place, Christ fed the people by performing a miracle.

The disciples had . the j(:f
How gracious that the Lord permits us to be co-labourers .
with Him! ISunday 'School teachers have the privilege and
duty of giving-to scholars the bread of life which has been
provided (Matt. 10:8; 1 Cor. 4:1; 1 Pet. 4:10, 11).

« The people were completely satisfied; “They did all eat,
and were filled” (Mark 6:42’). Our Lord 'gives not only life,

of distributing the blessing. ~

is eternal (John 7:37-39;.10:28, 29).

rationing is necessary in_the heavenly economy! - He satis-
fies the desires of every one of His believing children (Exod.

16:18; Psa. 17:15; 22:26; 103:5; 107:9; 145:16).

There was no confusion when the five thousand were fed.
Order is one of the main principles of ‘the Divine government
of the universe, as is evidenced by the stars in their courses,
the regular succession of -day and night, and the alternate
approach of summer and winter. The same sense of order
and fitness characterizes the Lord’s dealings with His people.

The Divine economy allows no -waste; the fragments that
remain must be gathered. Care is taken, even in the com-
mercial world, to see that all work is performed with maxi-
mum efficiency and with minimum waste, By-products are
investigated with a view to preventing waste.

This miracle of the loaves and fishes formed the basis’

of our_Lord’s discourse on  the bread of life (vv. 22-58),
whereifi-He taught the people outstanding truths concerning
His person and His ministry. He declared that He Himself
was the true Bread of life, sent down from the Father to feed
the souls of men, even as the manna was sent from heaven to
feed the bodies of the children of'Israel in the wilderness. The

" fathers who ate manna in the wilderness all died. The manna

nourished their physical life, and that but temporarily,
whereas Christ by His Spirit comes to dwell with tﬁe spirit
of .the believer,cimparting to him the very life of God, which

: . DAILY BIBLE READINGS :
28—Bread from heaven for murmurers.... Exod. 16:1-17.

Feb.

Feb. 24—Not-by bread alone Deut. 8.
Feb. 25—5,000 fed. 12 travelling baskets over.Mark 6:32-44.
Feb. 26-—4,000 fed. 7 large hampers over ..... Mark 8:1-9.
Feb. 27—Bread of life. No hunger, no thirst.... John 6:25-40.
Feb. 28—Appropriating Christ insures eternal life

. John 6:41-59.
Mdr. 1-—We believe and are sure ... o JODT 6:60-T1,

' SUGGESTED HYMNS:

Break Thou the-bread of life. The Gospel bells are ringing.
“Till He come!” O, let the words. Jesus, Thou Joy of lov:
ifng hearts. Come ye yourselves apart. Thy life was given

or me. :

.

o ‘Informative Books Offered as Premiums

This paper is a printed tﬁissionéiy. and carries no advertisements. .The regular issies contain 16 pages. -
The Subscription price is $3.00 for 52 issues. WITH EVERY NEW SUBSCRIPTION we wiill give one of the four following

books-as a premium: :

132 pages. ~ :
4.

All but “The Pmdigdl and His Brother' were out of print and
unobtainable and were republished by *‘THE- GQSPEI; WITNESS".

1.
2. Popery in lis Social Aspects, by Dr. !! P. Blakeney, 326 pages.
- 3. The Prodigal and Ijis' Brother, or The Adventures of a Modern

Blakeney's Manual of Romish ﬁn'l'roversy. by Dr..R. P. Blakeney, 316 pages. - " -

Young Man, by Dr.’T. T. Shields,

The Priest, The Woman and The Canesi!éncl. by Father Chiniquy, 144 pages.
) e : .

You may choose any one of the four as & pumlur'n.- If you wquld' fike _

any or all of the other books, you may have them ¢t one dollar each. -

- s

. o . ORDER FORM - :
{a) Pléase send to the undersigned for one month's trial "THE GOSPEL WITNESS". t

(b} Please send "THE GOSPEL WITNESS" and Premium No-

-

enclosed. . ’
{c)”, And also books (or book) fiumbered

to the undersigned for-which find $3.00

.. for which find $c _erlnclosed. ' 1

Please send me one copy of FIFTY YEARS IN THE CHURCH OF ROME, by Father Chiniqu'y,. for which

1 enclose $3.75. .
-NAME .

.

’

s/ ) .

ADDRESS




