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\ Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, February 1st, 1953
: (Electrically Recorded) :

“For I received of the Jord that which also I delivered unto jou, That the Lord
Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread:

“And when he had given thanks, he br

e it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body,

which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.
“And after the same manner also he took the cup, when he-had supped, saying,
This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remem-

* brance of me.

“For as often- as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s

, death till he come.”—1 Cor. 11:23-26.

Prayer Before the Sermon ]

We remember, O Lord, Thy saying in the days of Thy
flesh, when one asked Thee, Show us the Father and it suf-
ficeth us,; and Thou didst reply, He that hath seen me hath
seen the Father. A And this evening we think 6f God in terms
of Hig self-disclosure in the Person of His only begotten
Son: There is forgiveness with Thee thdt Thou mayest be
feared.© Thou hast come to us in One Who is the Lover of
our souls, Thou hast told us that He came because God
so loved the world. We bless Thee that though we have all
ginned, and all have sinned so grievously against Thee and
in Thy sight, yet Thou dost meet us in mercy and tender
grace, and Thou hast' made us to know that in spite of all

our wickedness Thou hast not turned Thy face away from’

us. ‘God commendeth His love toward us in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Were it not that ‘the
god of this world hath blinded the minds of them that be-
lieve not, men would flee to the Father’s arms. But Thou
hast been slandered, and misrepresented, by the father of
lies, and it is because men do not know Thee for what Thou
art that they flee from Thee.

We thank Thee that so many of us here.this .evening have
been sweetly constrained by the grace of Thy Spirit, and by
many a providential event, to come to Thy feet. Thou hast
brought us into Thy banqueting house, and Thy banner over
us is love. O hel'{a us more and more profoundly to believe
it, to believe the love that God has for us, and to see and

. measure, appraise and appreciate, that redeeming love as it
is revealed in the death and the resurrection of Christ. How
wom(iii;ously 'hast Thou wrought in order that we might be
saved! - . .

Now, O Lord, this evening we would dip again .a\little
into Thy Word. We thank Thee for this bound volume of
love letters, for ‘these tender entreaties, these patient and
gracious admonitions and expostulations. - Thou art ever

dealing with us, and evef seeking those.who are lost. Lord
bring us into a closer fellowship with Thyself this evening. .
We would not write hard things against ourselves. We
know "that we have sinned; we know that we have been un-
faithful in a thousand particulars; we know that we have
forfeited the last right in ourselves to be where Thou art.
Yet Thou hast provided us a merit which is mot ours, a
standing we could never have attained, a vesture that only
grace could fashion. Thou hast given us the.best robe, and
shoes for our feet, a ring for our hand, a feast for our soul’s
satisfaction, and a Father’s kiss of assured forgiveness.
Lord our hearts would praise Thee for all Thy loving kind- -

ness and Thy truth.

We are to come this evening once again to this memorial
feast, to recognize in it a little more clearly perhaps the
boundlessness of the grace of God. O may there be no formal
mechanical participation in this feast. May' the cup be to
us the communion of the blood of Christ, and may the bread
be fo us the communion of the body of Christ. Lord be
present with us, and preside at the feast, as Thou didst at
its institution. Perhaps there are many things on our minds
that would distract our attention from that which should be
central to our worship: there are cares, there are anxieties,
there are pérhaps forebodings of evils to_some. There are
those who are sick, of whom we think—so many things that
belong to the ills to which this poor flesh is heir. Come to
us and help us, that we may cast our burdens upon the
kord, all of them, and bear a song away, for Jesus’ sake,

men. - .

rANY many times, I know not how many, we have
resorted to these verses, or their parallels in other
Scriptures, for our instruction and inspiration. But we

come again to this great ocean of truth. Very particu-

\ f
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larly 1 remmd you of what you already know, that this is
- a memorial feast, designed as .a means of rememberlng
That is the emphatic word — “in remembrance of me”
Once again I would like to explam to you how mdls-
‘pensable to our peace and progress is our continuousre-
membrancé of the Lord Jesus 'Christ. T do not suppose
that I need to tell very many in this house this evening
that we do not regard these ordinances, the one which
- you have already witnessed, and that which we are later
to observe, as sacraments. People speak of the “sacra-
ment” of the Lord’s_ ‘Supper.

pation in it, and in his reception of it, he receives grace.
So our Romanist friends make baptism the sole and ex-
clusive means of salvation. And others who are sup-
_posedly evangelical may thus regard baptism or the

Lord’s Supper, as though there were some particular’

merit acquired by its-observance. In this place we do not
so believe. We are not sacramentarians. We believe

these ordinances confer no grace whatsoever, apart from -

the spiritual receptivity of the participant. We acquire

‘no special merit by obeying any command of the Lord. -

At the very best we are unprofitable servants; notwith-
standing, “in keepmg of (his’ commandments) there is
great ‘reward.”” But thit réward i§ a splrltual experience,
and it comes to us because we delight in doing His will.
I -feel sure if you- were to ask -those who.were baptized
this evenmg if they received a blessing they would re-
spond in the affirmative. Not that there ls any magic
_in”the water. What nonsense that is. for those who be-
lieve that sprinkling of water is valid baptism — I do not *
at the moment argue that point, nor argue against it —
to bring water from the Jordan, as-though the waters of
the Jordan were-any better than the waters of Lake On-
tario. All that implies a sacramentarianism that is alien
to the spirit of the New Testament. " No, no, we are to
observe this feast spiritually, and its profitableness will

depend wholly upon our competence to apprehend its-

~spiritual value, and our ability to receive such grace as

comes from a sincere obedience to the word and will of
God. -

Let me ask this question: Why should we remember

" Christ? He said, “In remembrance of me.” It is true

this ordinance was representative of His death, as is also

- the ordinance of baptism. But this ordinance, of which -

T speak particularly, is a means to an end. It is designed
to perpetuate in our minds the remembrance of the Per-
gon of our Lord Jesus 'Christ. The longer I live, and the
longer I try to minister the Word of ‘God, the more deeply
do I feel the necessity of getting past all religious ex-
ternals, even -past all formulated creeds, however accur-
ately they may express the truth — getting past these
ordinances to the Person of Jesus 'Christ. Salvation is
in Him, not the church; not in what you believe, but in
Whom you believe. You may believe in an intellectual
fashion a great deal dbout certain. persons without any
personal acquaintance with them. " But the important .
.thing for us as believers is that we should learn somehow,
by the ministry. of thg Divine Spirit, to keep the Lord

Jesus in continuous remembrance. I did not say “con-

tinual”, I said “continuous”,

never, never forgetting Him.

L

First, we must remember ForR OUR OWN ~SAKE. .
It is well that we should remember all good
people, and like .the apostle, .give thanks at the re-

A Bsacrament is a grace-
conferring ceremony. ' It assumes that by one’s partiei-

‘tized tonight.”
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in the. recollectlon of our fellowships with the people of
God! What a foretaste of Heaven it has been. Nor do
JI'say a word that would diminish in your mind the im-
portance of these human fellowships. What refreshing
and inspiring experiences we have had in the exercise of
divine worship, in our meditation upon the Word of God,
the great principles, and the precepts, and the promises
of 'God’s holy Word!
these considerations. Yet I must ever remind you that
in our worship, that in our study, that in our prayers,
that in whatsoever good works we are permitted to do,
we, shall derive profit therefrom only as they are related
to Jesus Christ. I wonder how many of us really love
Him. I was inspired this morning as I met that dear
young girl who comes td us from British ‘Guiana. She
was a Romanist,” and she was brought to a knowledge of -
Christ through the instrumentality of some of our, peo-
ple. I met her back here after the service, and she said,
evidently with joyful anticipation: “I'm going to be lbap-
She said, “Not because I am afraid of

O how delectable to be shut up to "

"Him, but because now with-all my heart I love Him, and’

I want to do that which is pleasing to-Him.” That is
the way to obey His commandments — to submit to that
ordinance, and to’ this, and to all other divine require-
ments, whatever they may be: “If ye love me (ye will)
keep my commandments.” :

Our Lord Jesus, the same night in which He was be-
trayed, said with infinite tenderness to His disciples, “Do
not forget me; keep me always in mind, whatever you do.
And I am leavmg you an ordinance which will help you
to remember.” It may séem almost absurd, — the sug-
gestion that flashes into my, mind. A wife says to her
husband who is going down town, “I wonder if you would
do so and so for me?”’ He replies, “Gladly, my dear,'if
I can remember it.” “Will you let me tie something on
your finger so that you will not forget it?”’ Did you ever
hear that? Later he looks at it, and remembers it is a

~

.membrance of many of them. What a heritage we have - promise he has made to someone he loves, and he says,;




~

February 5,195  ~ THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE . . (659) 3

—

“I must go and do-that,” The Lord Jesus said, “I want ing to get to sleep, to be ready for the morning.” So they
you to remember me, and I am going to give you an or- bade each other “Good night,” and. turned over to go
dinance that you may, frequently observé, that will help to sleep. This friend said, “I lay awake for a good long
you just to keep me always in mind.” o . time, but I thought my companion had gone to sleep. He
Let me say to all believers here, that that is the only was perfectly quiet, and very still. After perhaps an
true crjterion of spiritual development. By all means let™ hour,” he said, “Grant said, ‘Well, good night, Lord Jesus,
us know the Word of God better. I-have known some we have had a lovely time,’ and in a moment he was
people who were walking Biblical textbooks, but who were . sleeping like a little child.” How the children. come to
as devoid of spiritual feeling as could be: “Search the father and mother before they go to bed .for their good
scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and night kiss! What is your prayer at night? — just a
they are they which testify of me.” Make sure in the mechanical prayer, ér is it an hour of real communion?
study of the Scripture that you always find-your way to And can you say at ‘the end, “Good night, Lord Jesus,
Christ. And in our prayers. I wonder how we pray. we have had a lovely time”? That is what it is to be a ~
1 am afraid sometimes it is like filling out a printed slip 'Christian — to know IChrist, and to be on terms of per-
from some departmental store, sending in an ordér for sonal intimacy with Him. He said, “Remember -me.”
this and that 'and the other thing, with no more -interest. “This do in remembrance of me:” And if you and I are
in the great Storekeeper than you have in the President to be the Christians we ought to be that will be the great *
of one of these departmental stores — just'a place to go desideratum, the sine qua non of peace and power and
to get something. No, no, that is not how to pray. We progress — a daily and hourly fellowship moment by me-
pray in His Name; we.are identified with Him; we are ment with Jesus (Christ. - He is not an-absentee-Saviour;’
merged in Him. Let me tell you, God will never hear your He is here. We must remember Him, therefore, for our
" ‘prayer — He nevér has.” He will riever hear my prayer — “own sake. oo *
He never has. 'Somebody says, “I am a great believer in- _
-prayer.” I am not. To me it is the greatest wonder in e II. . ’ :
- the-world that any -6ne.of my prayers should ever get Then 1"think' Wi SHOULD REMEMBER' HiM For His-
through to God. But I know how it happened. Perhaps gaxg. " I fear we do.not sufficiently dwell upon those
I have told you before, but I think it was in Hamilton .geriptures which assure-us that the Lord’s portion is in
many years ago, that I was going along the street, and Hijg people. -Haven’t you wondered when you lave seen
I saw a little girl trying to post a letter, trying to put it sgme mothers with fretful children, and you have said,
in the pillar box. ‘She got up on -her tip-toes, but she «mow can they endure it day and night?” Mother takes
could not reach. Then she took one hand to try and lift {he child in her arms and soothes it, and it’goes off to
the lid, and jumped, but she could not reach it. She put gleep, and wakes again just to cry. You could not do it.
her hands down almost in despair,she lookéd up and down, -Nobody but mother could do -that. Solomon was wise, -
and saw me coming.. She was only.a-little girl, and I you remember, when he was called” upon .to make that
suppose I looked to her as though I could reach almost gecision, and he said, “Bring me a sword.” “No, no, said
anything. ‘She came running up to me, and holding up her  the one woman; let her have it.” “Give that child to that
letter, said, “Please sir would you post my letter for woman; she is the true mother.” Has it occurred to you
me? I cannot reach.” I took her back to the post box —  that the Lord Jesus takes a special pleasure in you? Do
‘I saw it was duly stamped — and I said, “Now I will just oy like to hear of people who like you? Why a man
lift you up, then you can post it.” So Ilifted her up, and ¢galled me the other day—he is a lawyer, and a very prom-
she put it in the box. When we come to the High and jnent lawyer, too. He said, “You know I read your paper,
Lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, stand on tip-toes 88 and I enjoy it.” And he said, “I tell my friends that .
we may, we cannot reach. But He stoops and lifts us up. Dr, Shields is not the narrow fanatic they think he is,

That is what it is to pray in His Name. He sﬁampg it that he is one of the broadest and most liberal-minded
with His approval, and it goes before the Father having- men of my acquaintance.” I said, “Thank you for that

about it a sweet savor of Christ. What I am trying t0 exceptional estimate.” And, believe it or not, though I
impress upon you is the importarce of remembering the a4 never seen him I was rather pleased. Yesterday was
Person of Christ. When you come to church here you are 4 muddy day, and I decided it was no use to get my car
not indifferent to your minister, and to his associate, and v a5hed. Today is a cold day, and the sun is bright. I
Mr. Whitcombe, We all appreciate your interest, and yqy)d like it a little warmer, but after all I thought I
. your affection, but you must not come herg to hear us. a4 so such mud yesterday I could put up with the sun- -
“Where two or three are gathered together in my name, ghine and cold,, And when you have had thirty or forty.
there am I in the midst °i: them.” You may omit the rest yearg of slander your heart warms a little if somebody
that some people add — “and that to bless.? You do not (55 gome kind thing to say about you. I think you are
need that:-it is not so written. You need Him, that is all. oyap pleased if the Pastor says some.kind thing about
_And so in all our activities we must keep the Lord you, are you not? I have heard of many who were. -
‘always before us. “I have.set-the Lord always before Ah, hut woiild you not like to be sure that the Lord
me: because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.” Jesus has some kind thing to say about you? Would you
Many years ago a minister, who was older than I, told not like to be sure every hour of the day — “I know
me of a certain great Canadian preacher whom he had ~Somebody Who never forgets me; I know Somebody Who
- known quite intimately, who was a great saint. His never withdraws His love from me; I know Someone Who
-.name ‘was Alexander Grant: My friend said that they always finds delight in the- remembrance of me.” Then
were attending a Convention, or something of the sort,. you look in the glass dand say, “Is that the person?®’ I
. and they were billeted together, and shared the same do not understand it, but it is true. He it is who said,
room. They talked, and talked, and talked, as ministers ~ “I do love you; I do remember you: But will you be a
will when they get together. Then at last one or.the little reciprocal? Will you remember me, and keep me in
other said, “Well I suppose it is about time we were try- 'mind also?” All of us like to be remembered, even if it

A}
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is only with a Christmas card. 'There is somebody you
have not seen for twenty-five years, or a long time, and
you get a card, and you say, “They actually remember
me after all that time. Wasn’t that nice?” How happy
you are to be remembered.’ o

~ Now the Lord Jesus, may I reverently say, is happy to
be remembered. He likes to know that He is remem-
bered. Some people test my memory sometimes. 1‘do not
think it is particularly kind, to tell you the truth. Some-
one says, “How are you? You don’t remember me?” As
though that were a crime. They never stop.to think
whether there is anything about them to rémember or
not. But that is the offence — “You do not remember
me.”. But if you can, how pleased. they are.

I remember a story of Mr. Spurgeon. A man was in-
troduced, to him one Sunday evening as Mr. Patridge.
Mr. Spurgeon shook hands with him, and greeted him
cordially, and went to his pu]p,i-t._
after that that this man visited the Tabernacle -again,
and when he met Mr. Spurgeon, Mr. Spurgeon said, “How
afe you Mr. Partridge?” “Not quite right Mr. Spur-’
geon,” he said, “not Partridge, but Patridge.” Mr. Spur-
geon replied, “I am sorry; I will not make game of you
again.” ‘O yes, “The Lord hearkened, and heard it, and
a book of remembrance was written.” He loves to be re-
membered. , X .

"I am sure that as often as we meet here it is not the
Pastor, but the Lord of this house, Who presides. And_
I think He looks -around to see who are here. “What!
So and So absent. Have they forgotten Me, they are
not here tonight?” If we really believed the love God
has for us, and how he loves to be remembered by us, I
think we would never let an opportunity pass of being
where He is.
 ‘Somewhere, I am not sure where, but I rather think
it is in one of Dickens’ works, I read a story of someone
who went into a cemetery, and noted some of the graves.
He saw the old sexton there, and he said, “Do the people
who lay their loved ones here come often afterwards to
the grave?” Said the sexton, “Sometimes right after the
funeral almost every day, and then for a while perhaps
every week, and then every month, and then unless we
cut them the weeds grow up. They have other interests,
and they have forgotten.” I knew a man, a great man of
God he was, a great preacher of the gospel, and a greqt
lover of the Lord. He had just one child, one daughter.
He and his wife sacrificed everything that they might
have a little to' leave behind. He died, and not so very
long afterwards his wife followed him to the grave. But

after her husband’s death she had a modest stone erected -

over his grave, and when she died her name was added
to his upon that stone. It is not very far from my plot
in the cemetery, which I visit often, and whenever I amw,
there I always drive around and stop opposite that tomb-
stone, and think of the man of God I used to know. But

there is never a flower there, and never any evidence -

of care or remembrance. Father and mother. gave her
everything, but they hadn’t been long gone before they
were forgotten. I suppose that is human nature.. But
Jesus said, “Do not put me in the category of those whom
you have forgotten.” “This do in remembrance of me.”
I wish when you study the Word of 'God you would give
thought to this principle, to see how often the Word-of
God suggests that Heaven has the profoundest interest
in God’s children. “Like as a father pitieth his children,
so the Lord pitieth them that fear him.” “If ye then,

It was all of a year .

.to you.

- dear friends, we do not need any other gospel,

:died for you.

being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your chil-
dren, how much more shall your Father which is in
heaven give good things to them that ask him?” "I re-
mind you that He loves us, and He wants us to love Him.
And He especially asks us to remember Him in this feast.
I am glad that nobody knows where the grave of-Jesus
was. I know they speak of the Holy Sepulchre, but no-
body knows. -Cur Roman Catholic friends talk about the
wood of the cross, but there is none. He left us no such
relics as that: .

“Around a tablg, not a tomb, ’
He willed our gathering-place should be.
When going to prepare our home,
Our Saviour said, ‘Remémber Me.’”

" Absalom said in his lifetime, the beaufiful Absalom you

remember, “] have no son to keep my name in remem-
brance.” And so he piled a heap of stones, and it is

called “Absalom’s Pillar”, the Scripture says, to this day.

I knew a certain prominent religious leader — I never

was very much impressed by him, and I was not sur-

prised when somebody confidentially told me of one item

in his will that was never published — he left five thou-

sand dollars in his will for the erection of a monument’
over his grave in the cemetery. Well if you have noth-

ing else for which to be remembered you had better get

a-monument. But I like -this better. “This do in re-

membrance of me.” T .

“Of no fond relics, sadly dear,
O Master! are Thine own possessed:

The.crown of thorns, the cross, the spear,
The purple robe, the seamless vest.

“Nay, relics are for those who mourn
The memory of 'an absent friend;

Not absent Thou, nor we forlorn:—
‘With you each day until the end.’”

HI.
But I must hasten, for I have another word I must say
There is a further reason why we should re-
member Him, and why we should remember Him specifi-
cally after this manner. He said, “For as ofien as ye eat
this bread, and drink this cup, YE DO SHEW (OR PRO-
CLAIM) THE LORD'S DEATH TILL HE COME.” My
o we?
We_must go on proclaiming the Lord’s death. I become
a bit weary of reading in reports of certain religious
gatherings of the appointments of boards and commit-
tees, and all the setting up of a great ecclesiastical ma-
chine of some sort: To do what? To do what only the
Spirit of God can do ‘— make new creatures in Christ
Jesus. You cannot make them by machinery. They are
not turned out on the assembly line. I will tell you how
they are made, — “we do (proclaim) the Lord’s death.”
That is all. That is our business. That is the central
truth of Divine revelation;-it is all-encompassing.. He,
the ‘God-man, is the Centre of this Temple of Truth, we
call the Bible; and the centre of all that He is and was
and did was His. death. You saw it in the baptism this
evening, and it is here in this ordinance. You may for-
get other things perhaps, but never forget that Jesus
Never forget that we live by His death.
And “as often as.(we) eat this bread, and drink this cup,
(we proclaim) the Lord’s death.”
“Oh thou, my soul, forget no more
The Friend Who all thy sorrows bore;

Let every idol be forgot,
" But, O my soul, forget Him not!”
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~How long? Until they have time to revise and revamp
and rewrite the gospel, and even publish a new version
of the Scripture? I have not said much about it, I think
I shall when I have had time thoroughly to examine it.
The Apostle to the Hebrews quotes the forty-fifth psalm
in support of the thesgis that Jesus is God thus; “But unto
thé Sen he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever
and ever.” But this pitiful Revised Version says, “Thy

divine-Throne endures for ever and ever.” Do we need

such amendments? A High School teacher came to me
" a year or so ago and said, “I would like to have your
help.” I said, “What for?” She said, “I would like to
re-write the Bible, especially the New Testament, so that

children can understand it.” I said, “I think’you will, .
discover that the Spirit of 'God knows how to make Him-

self known to a little child better than you do.” What.
nonsense! “Ye do (proclaim) the Lord’s death,” that
central eternal fact of the Lamb slain from the founda-
tion of the world. How long? “Till he come.” Till the
white horse and his Rider shall come down the skies, and
all creation shall be heard exclaiming, “Worthy is the
Lamb that. was slain to receive power, and riches, and
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and bless-
ing.” Let us abide then by the gospel.
“A glory gilds the .sacred page, )
Majestic like the sun;
It gives a light to every age; -
It gives, but borrows none.
“The hand that gave it still suppliés
. The gracious light and heat: /
Its truths upon the nations rise;
They rise, but never set.

“Let everlasting thanks be Thine
For such a bright display
~ As ,makes a world of darkness shine
With beams of heavenly day.

“My soul rejoices to pursue
.. The steps of Him I love, -
Till glory breaks upon my view -
_ In brighter worlds above.”

SINGLENESS OF AIM

‘That eminent-ornithologist, M. Audubon, who produced
accurate drawings and descriptions of all the birds of the
American Continent, made the perfection of that work
the one object of his life. In order to achieve this he had
to earn his own living by painting portraits, and other
labours; he had to traverse frozen seas, forests, canebrakes,
jungles, prairies, mountains, swollen rivers, and pestilential
bogs. He exposed himself to perils of every sort, and
underwent hardships of every kind. Now, whatever Audu-
bon was doing, he was fighting his way towards his one
object, the production of his history of American birds.
Whether he was painting a lady’s portrait, paddling a
canoe, shooting a racoon, or felling a tree, his one drift
was a bird-book. He had said to himself, “I mean to garve
my name amongst the naturalists as having produced a
complete ornithological work for America,” and this resolu-
tion ate him up, and subdued his whole life. He accom-
-lished . his work because he gave himself wholly to it.
This is the way in which the Christian man should make
this one thing, “That I may finish my course with joy, that
I may deliver my testimony for Christ, that I may glorify
God whether I live or die.” :

¥

—C. H. SPUR:GI.EON

- Christian experience.

“FOR AS MANY OF YOU AS H'AVE BEEN
BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST HAVE
PUT ON CHRIST” .

A Sermon by t_h(; Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields

‘ Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist.Church, Toronto
Sufiday Morning, February 1st, 1953
(Elec{tricall}} Recorded)

“For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ
have put on Christ.”—Galatians 3:27.

FREQUENTLY have inquiries, very often from per-

sons whom I do not know, as to what they shall do to

be saved. No more important question could engage the

thought of men than to know how to be saved, and what
salvation really is, and what it really does.

Need I tell you we are not saved by any external or-

dinance, we are not saved by baptism, nor by the ob-

servance of the Lord’s Supper, though there are not want-

ing people who believe both these things. Salvation is a

spiritual experience. As we came to the pulpit this morn-
ing you weré singing the-hymn, “Ye Must Be Born
Again;” and it is forever true that “that which is born
of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit
is spirit,” and that “flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God.” Therefore we must be born from
above. Christ must be formed in us, the hope of glory.
' i I - .

How THEN IS SALVATION RECEIVED? The Scripture
teaches that selvation consists in the reception of Christ:
“As many as received him, to them gave he power to
become the sons of God . . , which were born, not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God.” We are begotten by the word of Truth, by
the Holy Ghost. A new life is implanted within. “If
any man be in ‘Christ, he is a new creature.” He is made

-a new creature just as man was created in the begin-,

ning, when God said, “Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness.” ‘So then no ordinance, no church, no
preacher, no kind of human influence or persupasion, can
avail to make one pass from death unto life. “Salvation
belongeth unto the Lord.” And whenever and wherever
a soul passes from death to life, a miracle has been
wrought — the miracle of the virgin birth, the miracle
of the resurrection. These have been repeated in the
experience of one subject to the gracious power of the
Holy Ghost. '

Now I want to make that very plain, that first of all
we must receive Christ, we must believe on the Lord

- Jesus Christ, we must accept Him, appraise Him, esti-

made Him, at His own veluation. We must receive Him.

ag One Who comes to do exactly what He said He had .

come to do. He came to give life. That is the question
for every one of us — Have we really received Jesus
Christ? . ) )

II.

Then if we haye, MANY OF Us HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED,
AND THOSE WHO HAVE NoT BEEN BAPTIZED, WHO HAVE
BELIEVED ON THE LORD JESUS, OUGHT To BE. In New
Testament times that stood on the very threshold of
It followed alvzgys, without any
exception, as a matter of course. Jesus'commanded His
disciples: “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost.” ’
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My questlon this” mormng is, havmg recelved Chrlst_

and having, as I hope, been baptized.into ‘Christ, or if we
- have not, desiring to be baptized into Christ, what fol-

lows?  What does it mean to be a baptized believer? “For.

a8 many of you as have been baptized into Chrlst have
put on’ Christ.”
of confession. “Men and brethren,: >what’ shall ‘we do?”’
“Repent, -and be baptized every one of you.” And all
through the New Testament that order was observed.
We are to confess Christ in His way. That is what bap--
- tism means. It means a confession of our union with
Jesus Christ. I have often put it in this simrple fashion.
The person baptized confesses, “I recognize in the death
of . Jesus Christ’ my deéath; I was- crucified with. Him.
‘He bore my sins in Hls own body on the tree, and when
.He died I died in Hi .But being baptized means more
than that. It means that we have been buried with Him.
-We have said Good-bye. to_the old life. “We are buried
with him by baptism into death.” .We are ‘henceforth to
- reckon-ourselves dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God
throligh Jesus Chirist our” Lord. Our Lord speaks very
éxplicitly about the duty of confessing Him. He says,
“"Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him
will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven,”
which does not mean I believe only that- in, the day of
judgment He will confess us before thé Father. - It means
that even now, the moment, having received Him, we
here confess Him before men, at that same time He con-
fesses. us before the Father and His holy angels. That
is what He said-about repentence you remember: “There

is. joy-in the presence of thé angels of God-— not there :

_ shall be, but there is always — over one sinner that re-

‘penteth.”
the angels of God when our Lord Jesus identifies Himself
" with us, and ‘corifesses us before the Fathér. “He is not

ashamed,” the Seripture says, “to call (us) brethren.” -

How ‘stran'ge, how utterly foolish, that any man should
‘ever, -under any c1rcumstances whatsoever, be- ashamed
_'to acknowledge Christ! ““He is not ashamed to call (us)
. ~brethren.” And I believe that when we are baptlzed

God doe® then Hear’ the confessmn of His Son in our

-—

:behalf SRR
" I have often said to you I recall my own baptism. - It
- was. the first « experlence of spiritual joy I had. I did not

~ see heaven open, and I did ‘not hear a voice from heaven,
but I had the assurance at that moment, that God, in the

.mfmltude of His grace, had made.it possible for this -

poor-'sinner to do one thing with which He was well
pleased. That act of obedience brought me “the answer
- of a: good-consc1ence toward God.” Oh,. there is no joy
like that, to have the’ overwhelming assurance that we
have been brought into divine favour, and that now we
are one with 'God. What a blessed thing it is to know
that we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
the:righteous. . So as many “of us as have been baptized
.into Christ have .made confesslon of. Him, and He has
_confessed us’ before God ~

PR R :
But 1t is more than ‘that too; 1t is all that in respect

to Heaven, and.-the-things .of the splrltual world. But
IN OUR- BAPTISM BEFORE MEN WE IDENTIFY OURSELVES.

" AS .BEING "CHRIST'S MEN - -AND- CHRIST'S' WOMEN. The

* soldier” enlists in the army;’ and he receives h1s shilling, -
"But-you "

"+ or whatever.it-is, a.token of 'his- enlistment:
- meet him on thestreet and.you -do 1ot’ know him’ from
any othef clvxllan But presently he puts on his uniform,

!

Baptism is a divinely ordered method.

And similarly.there is Joy in the.presence of .

~

. ‘
_a‘nd he identifies hlmself as a soldler of the Queen.
put on Christ.”- We have put on the uniform. We have
said to the world, “I am identified with Christ. T accept
all the responsibilities of that position. - I am Christ’s

“Now
as many of you as have been baptlzed into Christ have -

representative; I am His agent; I"am here to do.His will. ’

such conduct as is worthy of a-disciple 6f Jesus Christ.”

That is what it means to put on Christ — to-be identified

\w1th Him, to wear His 11very
" The man who com,es to read your gas meter or your

~—Henceforth I .shall not complain if you: expect from me-

electric meter wears a unifoerm. What for? Just that '

to which you owe an.obligation. He comes to write down

your obligation, and the name of his company 1s upon -
“his hat. A delivéry man comes to the door, and you do

not know ‘who he is, but he wears a uniform, signifying
that he comes from such a store, or such a . company. -So,
my dear friends, we-are identified by our baptlsm with
Jesus ‘Christ.
terial brethren wedr what they call a Roman collar, a

We represent'Him. :Some of my mihis—

. You may recognize him as 1dent1fled with the company .

clerical collar. I have no objectijon_to it; let anyone wear .

it, and" a robe besides if he wants to, if that is. necessary
to identify him. But I cannot help’ believing that a min-
ister of (Christ.ought to bé such a. man that he will be
.identified without any distinctive garb at all. . His char-
acter, his conduct, his spirit, his whole demeanor, ought
to mark him out as being 'Christ’s man And that should

' be equally true of every "behever

ES

I remember having an amusmg prerlence when my .

wife.and-I, in company with Dr. MdCaul,-were motoring -.
down a llttle distance. in the Southland. . We went.to a - -

Motel to find accommodatlon and-a-woman: camé .out of
the office, and as she lookéd at us she said, “You are two.

that"’l’ 'She said, “My daughter looked out of the ‘office
‘window,, and  she said, ‘Here- come two preachers.’” I

said, “We wear. no- distinctive garb. What makes’you' ..

think so?” "“I do not_ know,” she said,
guess. But .we knew you were.
in that, because “it was just an 1mpress10n before ever
we had spoken.” But I should be sorry to company with
'anyone for days together and for them to fail to recog-
nize that I was a Chrlstlan, or a minister of Christ.
There would be somethmg sadly wrong with that.
There was a-man I knew. well. When I came to this
church he put both arms around me, as though I was
the only thing alive. But after a while he became restive
under the ministry, and he left and went somewhere else.
He 'became in due course a deacon of a certain'church.

“just instinct I

A certain man went camping with him and some others,'

and this man told me this himself: This other man was
a doctor, and he said to this former Jarvis Street mem-
ber, who felt so incomfortable here:” “So and So, are you
a Christian?” “Why,” he said, “I am-a Deacon of such

" There was not much -

: -clergymen, aren’t you?” - I said, “What makes you think- _'

a church.” He said, “That is not my questlon I know e

'said, “What makes you ask that?’
have lived with you for fwo weeks, and I have not seen
one thmg about you to suggest that you are a Christian.”

‘Ah, my dear friends, that ought:to be’ impossible to -any

.of ug, “for as many of (us) as have ‘been -baptized into

Christ have put on Christ.” .And we. should have put

Him on in such a.way, as to"make it.impossible-that, He- :

.. that. But-I am asklng you, are you_ a Christian?* He .-
He said, “Because I"

-should -be' disguised. Have you put on Christ? Are you -

marked everywhere-as Chrlst’s men, or Christ’s women‘?
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There is another thing.

have advertised their separation wumto Christ from the
world. We are dead to the world by the body of Christ.
If you had a very dear friend. for whom you had the

highest possible respect, and if that friend was. mur--

dered, and if it were possible for his murderers to escape

.custody, and still to move among their fellows, knowing

that his blood was tpon. them could you keep company
with the murderers of your friend? Can you keep com-

pany with the world that crucified your Saviour, and "

would crucify Him again, who do in fact “crucify . . :
the Son of 'God afresh, and put him to an open shame”?
Could you keep company with those who deny His Name?
We are dead to sin by the body of .Christ. ‘The cross and
His empty grave stand between us and the old life. Buried
with him, we are risen — what for? To walk in newness
of life, efitirely separated. Nothing should ever charac:
terize you anywhere or at any time at work or.at play
that is unworthy of a man or woman who is absolutely

)

. divorced from the world and shut up to Jesus Christ.

You sayy “That is a narrow conception of Christ.”
A woman has many friends; she is
free to go where she likes. Then at last she accepts the

" proposal of one man, that they shall no longer be twain -

but one. Their interests are identical. You talk®o her:
after that: “Could you come to so and so?” Perhaps

sometimes she may, but if you want to be sure she will g

come you say, “Could you and your husband come and see -
us?” You had better invite him too, for if you invite her
alone very often she will say, “You know I cannot very
‘well go just where fancy takes me now; I prefer-to-be
where my husband is. I shall have to talk to him about -
it, and. if it suits his copvenience and his pleasure. we
could come together.” You say, “O you live that narrow
life; you are shut up to your husband’s company?” -She
says, ‘““That is what my marriage vows meant; I am shut
.up to one man. I live with him and for h1m, as he lives
with me and for me, We are mseparable .Do you call

. that a narrow life? Itisa perfectly normal life.

effect.

s

. commltteemg his. way to Heaven:

My dear “friends, if you believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ you are married to. Him, and you have no right to
have any interest that is alien to His mterests, to. £0
anywhere that He will not go, nor where He is not in-
vited, or to do anything .that He will not do. You have
put on Christ.

I have quoted my good friend Dr. Phllpott in a very
simple observation, and I quote him.again to the same
One 'Sunday morning when I was indisposed I
heard him over the radio, and he was urging upon young
people the necessity of being wholly given up to Christ.
He assumed somebody’s saymg,; “But Dr. Ph'1lpott, if I
do that I shall have to give up all my friends.” “O no,
you will not,” he said, “you let all the world know that
you belong- to Christ and the world will g:ve you up.”
And so it will.

When I became Pastor of this church within a-bout-two.
-or three months they had put me on every Interdenomina-

tional Committee in town. ‘I used to get posteards notify-

ing me of - Committee meetings, sometimes a sheaf of -
them in a week. I said to my associate at-that ‘time, “If" .
'1 “sttenided these meetings I should have no.time to do
.anything else.” I know some preachers who do. A minis-

terial friend, speaking of another 'minister, said, “He is

ing to all  these things that he hasn’t time for his own
work.” I knew a good woman — I had been her guest. -

“Ag ‘many of you as have been
baptized into-<Christ have put on Christ,” means they

>the Boards.

“ant.”

'sor‘rietimes in the office?

~He is- so busy attend-

Her husband was. a very fme sort -of human clpher, and.
she was the head of the“house:: But every time I met,

- her she told me of her having been elected to another

board. She was on_this board and on the other board,
and on this committée and the other committee, and she
was appointed to pour fea, and to do ‘this and that and
the.other. Vanity of vanities, all.is vanity! “That was
her life, and she was-as proud of her supposed distinc-
tions as any peacock of its tail. She was committeeing

her way to Heaven, professing to be a Christian. ;

I said I belonged to all the boards and all the commit- _

tees. They said, “We will have to have the Pastor of
Jarvis Street.” But I found it necessary to take my
stand for the Bible, and I did "not need to. re51gn from’
I have not had an invitation to a mmlsterlal
association for more than thirty years. They do not in-
vite me. Do you think I am offended? No, I am highly
complimented.. Do you know ‘'why? .They say, “What is
the use; he would not come.” Do you know why I.would
‘not go? Because I found that when I went I had either to
fight, or else leave the company with a guilty conscience,.
for having béen silent when the Deity of my Lord, or
His veracity, and infallibility were denied. Too often-
‘time was spent tearing my Lord’s Book to pieces, or dis-

honourmg His Name At last 1 sald “I cannot be with

* them.”
My dear friends, if you go w1thout the ' camp with

Jesus Chirist, the world will cross you off its calling list,

They will not send you any invitations, and you will be
all the happier.
into Christ have put.on, Christ.”
-a fanatic; he.is rellglous seven days of the, ‘wee . So be
it.- God grant that it may be so. “He 15'very narrow.”

Yes, just as narrow as this great Book. “He is intoler-
‘Of course he is; hé is intolerant.of anything that
- impugns, ‘the authonty of his Lord, or dishonouts . His
. Ndme. We will have none of it. - The apostle Paul was
hail fellow well met, you know. - He beloriged. to the in-

telligentsia, a great. scholai, and” a great religious leader, .’

until he met lChrlst and thereafter “stralghtway preached-

“As many of you as havé béen baptlzed
.They will. say, .“He 154_ .

~Christ i1® the synagoguge that He is the Son of God.”' _' N

"When he said that, they said, “We "have. done with him.”

‘Be 'loyal to-Christ; and the world will have nothmg to
do with you except to persecute you.

* I wonder if any>of you young ladies'find difficulties

I will tell you how to avoid

. . . ;
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the dlfflculty Put the flag to "the top of the mast be-
-fore the crisis comes. Let everybody know that you have
put on Christ, no matter what they call you. Then you
will find them over in the corner whispering. “Let’s see,
whom shall we invite?” They are going to have a party,
or they are going to have a dance. They will say, “It
is no use to invite her; she wouldn’t come.” Ah, may
you deserve that comphment' Be so definitely and dis-
tinetly marked” as belonging to 'Christ that it will .be im-

po_ssxble that anybody should mistake you for anything

but a sincere Christian. Then you will be invited only
-where Christians are welcome.

A certificate of membership in a Baptlst church ought
to be tantamount to a certificate of one’s spiritual charac-,
ter. I rejoice to- bear this testlmony I have recoms

mended people to places of employment before now, and
they ask, “The person I speak of is a member of your
church? Well send him along.” "~ Why? We may be
narrow, we may be bigoted, but when a responsible or-
ganization wants somebody of conscience, who will bear .
responsibility, they will go somewhere where people have
been so taught, ahd where they so profess.

iOh, that God may help us increasingly as a church,
and as individual members, to give an unmistakable and
invariable testimony to our supreme and absolute loyalty
to Jesus Christ our Lord. Let us pray. )

We pray Thee, O Lord, to forgive our sins: O make us to
be better men and women, more Christlike in all the rela-
tionships of life, May we all live without the camp, and

there we shall live with Thee, and that will be Heaven be-
low. Grant us Thy blessing now,-for Jesus’ sake, Amen.

THE GREAT CONTENTION

Chapter Twelve in the Hlstory of the Battle for the Bible Among

Baptists of Ontario and Quebec

q

, _ ByDr.T.T. Sluelds : N

OME of my readers may wonder that I should have
troubled to show the teaching of Professor George
Burman Foster, who left McMaster University. in 1895,
and Professor George Cross, who left McMaster in 1910.

They' may say, “What has the teaching of men so long .

since removed from McMaster University to do. with ﬂhe
affairs of our day?”

Such a question would reveal a failure to recognize
some of the fixed principles of history. It was Jeroboam,
the first king of the Northern Kingdom, who introduced
idolatry to Israel by setting up golden calves, the one at
. Dan, and the other at Bethel. And it was some centuries

later that the full effect of that introduction of idolatry
registered itself in the life of Israel, so that the prophet
Hosea, viewing the moral and spiritual, and, indeed, na-
- tional bankruptcy which that idolatry had produced, ex-
claimed, “Thy calf, O Samaria, hath cast thee off.”
Our Lord also laid down a certain principle, when He
said: “Another parable put he forth unto them, saying,
The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which
sowed good seed in his field: but while men slept, his
enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went
his way. But when the blade was sprung up, and brought
forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. So the ser-
vants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir,
didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence
then hath it tares? He sald unto them, An enemy hath
done this.”
No one knew the tares had been sown until “when the
- blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then ap-
peared Lthe tares also.” ,

It is thus false teachmg’ perpetuates itself in succeed-
. ing generations, and poisons each generation at the root.
It may be that Professors Cross\ and Parsons imbibed
somewhat of the heresies of Professor G. B. Foster, for
both were students at McMaster University. The sins
of the fathers are visited upon the children to the third
and fourth generation; and that is equally true academi-
cally ‘and educationally. We do not know how Frank H.

Sanderson was turned aside from thé& faith: He, too,. .

may have been a direct or indirect product of McMaster

" heaped upon everybody who believed the Bible.

" contempt.

Umverslty But this we know: somebody. poisoned the
educational springs. 'Of necessity we shall have to refer
to this principle of the long result of departure from the
truth.

In our issue of December 25th, 1952 we touched upon -
the appointment of Rev. I. G: Mathews to the Chair of
Hebrew, and the protest of Dr. Elmore Harris against
his appointment...In our issues of December 11th, and’
December 18th, 1952, we dealt with the Bloor Street Con-
vention of 1910; when a Statement of Faith by ‘the theo-

logical professors of McMaster University was approved

by the Convention, and which included the signature of .
Prof. 1. G. Mathews. For nine years thereafter Prof.
Mathews carried on.” He was like all the other Modernist
professors: he assumed an “attitude of superlorlty over
Evangelical orthodoxy, and ‘of utter contempt for all who
believed the Book..

Anyone at all familiar with the social trends of college
life knows that that sort’ of thing is just as deadly as
false teaching. We have before us the case of two
young ladies, one the daughter of a 'China Inland mis-
sionary, who came from England to attend McMaster

~ University, and the other, a student in the University of
. Edmonton. The lady from McMaster University frankly

told us that she was not strong enough to withstand the
social pressure; the ridicule, and contumely, that was
The Ed-
monton young Iady met us at the close of a lecture in
Edmonton, saying she was writing to her mother that
night, to tell her that she had returned to her mother’s
God. I asked her to tell me what had influenced her in
turnmg her away frem the truth. ‘She said it was not
the" teaching of the professors, though much of that was
erroneous enough: but it had been.the social pressure of
her fellow students that treated Christian orthodoxy with
Ridicule is-one of the favourite weapons of
Modernists; for what young man or young woman, going
to university, does not desire, if possxble, to keep step
“with the Joneses”? Multitudes of students have been
laughed out of their faith in this way; and not a few
ministers have departed from the faith, not from any
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discovery or conviction of its falsity, but s1mp1y because_

they could not bear to be spoken of as being “old-fashion-
ed” and “narrow”.

Dr. Mathews continued on the theological. faculty of
McMaster Umversuty nine years after the Bloor Street
Convention; and°in all that time he disseminated the
poison of his unbelief among his'students. During those
nine years several classes were graduated from McMas-
ter University, not as ministers, but as candidates for the
various professions, law, medicine, and even finance; and
in the University they were brought up on the Mathews
brand of unbelief. Many of them were scattered far and
wide, but many of them were memhers of Toronto Bap-
tist churches, and many of them, as we learned from
experience, were ‘utterly destitute of any spiritual life.
Their supreme loyalty was not to Christ: their religious

professmn was merely a nominal thing. The highest:
‘allegiance they knew was to McMaster University. These .

men-would never take the field and contend for an issue,
or against it. They were obsequious satraps, and Mec-
Master was their liege lord. They did not bother to
inquire respecting any issue — their philosophy was,
McMaster, right or wrong.

Thus the nine years of Professor Mathews produced a
very considerable number of McMaster graduates who
were utterly devoid of spiritual life, or spiritual percep-
tion, and they were ready to go.to war at McMaster’s
bidding; and to war they went.
knowledge. We had a good number of them in the mem-
bership of Jarvis Street Church, _and I found they had
no spiritual interest whatever, and were incapable of any
- spiritual endeavour. What work they did, and they did
a little, was for an institution — “Dear old Jarvis
. Street!” but nothing for Christ, or His gospel.

I shall not weary my readers with extensive quotations.

from Professor Mathews. When his lectures were re-

~N ported in 1910, the accuracy of the reports was denied.

v

But since that time our adversary has written a book.
It is not particularly new. It was published four years
after his leavmg McMaster Un1vers1ty Tt might almost
be.a “tape recording” of the sayings of all the other pro-
fessional unbelievers.

We must frankly confess that in our v1ew the book is
devoid of any real merit, and we make that appraisal, we
are sure, without prejudice, and not because we so com-
pletely disagree with what is written therein.

We make these quotations from Old Testament Life and

" Literature, by I. G. Mathews, Professor of Old Testament
-Literature and Exegesis, Crozer Theological Seminary.

One Sinner Destroyeth Much Good
During the period o6f nineteen hundred and ten to
nineteen hundred and nineteen, there were those who said,
“Why make_such trouble over one professor? Granted
that Professor Mathews is not sound,.surely there are
enough of the other sort to counteract his influence?
What about Doctors Farmer, and Keirstead, Professor

 P. 8. Campbell, and others? These are all sound men,

and surely their presence, and teaching, will "neutralize
the influence of Professor Mathews sufflclently to render
him almost harmless?”

That may, to the un'thln‘kmg, sound plauslble But it
- does not take many matches to destroy a great building.
A tiny mouse nibbling at a match’s head, may be suffi-
cient. But what saith the -Scripture? There is a sig-
nificant passage in Haggai, chapter two, verses eleven
to thirteen: “Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Ask now the

I speak from personal. -Mathews.

i, [ — .
priests concerning the law, saying, if one bear holy flesh
in the skirt of his garment, and with his skirt do touch
bread, or pottage, or wine, or oil, or any meat, shall it be
holy? And‘the priests answered and said, No. Then said

_ Haggai, If one that is unclean by a dead body- touch any

of these, shall it be unclean? And the priests answered
and said, It shall be unclean.” The principle there énun-
ciated is that one ceremonially unclean may transmit his
uncleanness by contact. But on the other hand, one cere-
monially clean has no power to communicate his cere-
monial cleanness to another. It is far easier to transmit
evil than it is to communicate good. If there be but one
bruised and rotting apple. in a barrel, the sound apples
will not make the rotten one sound. But the rotting apple-
will corrupt the whole barrel. Thus “one sinner destroy-
eth mueh good.” D. L. Moody is reported to have said -
that a lie can travel around the world while truth is get-
ting its boots on. Untruth, error, evil, are indigenous to
this sinful world. Wherever they go they are helped by
their own kind. 'One bad boy in a school may corrupt the
whole school. One heterodox professor, though he be in
every respect inferior to a half dozen other professors,
who are Evangelically sound, yet the error of that man
will outweigh the influence of" all the others.

So was it in MeMaster University. Arts students
were required to take some Bible study, a smattering of
it, and-I stippose came under the influence of Professor
And such an one would find it much easier
to confirm students in their unbelief, than all the others
together would find it in turning students from error to
truth and faith. The evil effected by the false teaching
of Professor Mathews cannot possibly be estimated.

But let us look at Professor Mathews’ teachmg in quo-

. ‘tations from his own book:

‘On page twenty-six he says:

.7 “Moses may ‘have written a decalogue, or may even
have gone beyond that, but the wilderness experience
was neither in its needs nor its culture a literary period,
and a Pentateuch written by Moses is an assumption
that nelther the conditions nor the Biblical material
warrants. - Such a supposition throws a11 the rest of
the Old Testament into confusmn

“Moses may have wr1t-ten a decalogue;” but that he
wrote the “Pentateuch” is an unwarranted assumption!’
‘Had we time to6 examine 'the Pentateuch, the first five
books of Moses, T think we should find that the Mosaic
authorship of at least a large part of it is as clearly
indicated as anything could possibly be. If Moses did
not_write the Pentateuch, it was written by one or more
of the most infamous liars known in history. And so
far from throwing the whole Old” Testament '1nto'con-
fugion, the denial of the Mosaic authorship most cer-
tainly does ‘that. Our Lozd throughout assumed the
Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch. He specifically

. said that “Moses wrote,” and so completely does our Lord

wrap Himself up, if we may so say, in the Mosaic tradi-
tion, that He put into the mouth of Abraham the words:

“If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will
they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead »  Of
course, if we cut loose from scripture entirely, and deny -
that we have any reliable record of what Jesus said and
taught, it is left to men to believe just whatever they hke

‘On page thirty-one he says:

“In 572 B.C. he ‘(Ezekiel) wrote his vision (Ezek. 50
to 58), the new ritual requirement for the new Judaism.
A like-minded contemporary, perhaps about the same
time, collected, arranged, and perhaps revised a code
of ritual practices (Lev. 17 to 26), now called Holiness

- - /

’ -
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. Code (HC) This was the beginning of a long develop- - - of ithe Jocality that .now, under the mil

. * ment which, so far as our canon is concerned, reached . Ramses II, WZS more than previously ung?rytgglgeg{
~ its complertmn in the books. of Chronicles about one rule of. Egypt They longed for the ancient freedom
hundred years after Ezra.. So far as the Hexateuch is " of the well-known desert. The plagues, all of them
concerned, Ezra and his school mark the closing of an’ . more or less common to the Nile valley, added to their
- epoch and, practically the closing of the book. The -, eagerness to withdraw (EX. 7 to 9). - Escape was never
. literary product of this school, which was included in difficult. Roads led from Egypt inté the desert in at
the Hexateuch, was of a prlestly cast, and is designated least three different places. Their flight apparently led
by P. P. itself, whlch einbodies the activity of more than them down the wady Tumilat a few miles, then they
e . two centuries, contains within itself different uhits of seem to have turned southward into the Egyptiant desert

law and slightly different points of view. Suffice.it to- avoid the pursuing army (Ex. 13:37 and 14).
here to say that-this school gathered up, organized, in- THEY HESITATED, PERHAPS AT THE SOUTHERN
terpreted, and reinterpreted the ritual of ancient Israel, END OF THE BITTER LAKES, THE SPRING WIND
using all the oral and written sources at their com- - BLOWING FROM THE SOUTH OR SOUTH-EAST
- mand. They also rewrote the early 'history of their. GREATLY AIDED THEM, AND LIKEWISE IM-
people, beginning with the creation (Ger. 1, 2, 4a), sup- PEDED THE CHARIOTS OF EGYPT. Thus, most
plementing the JED. story where théy felt it necessary, probably in the early years of the reign of Merneptah
- inserting in what they believed to be the-proper places '  (1225-1215 B.C.), 'in a marvellous way they escaped

- the story of priestly institutions and the mass of ritual, _  from a hated and feared foe to a new-found liberty.

of which they were the inheritors, and arranging the “Man
! ' y glimpses of natural motives and the natural-
:‘gﬁ%lrge%?mrdmg to an orderly, priestly, chronological ness of the deliverance have been preserved in the docu-
. ments, but that was not the main thought of the story-
This paragraph speaks for itself. Mathews commits tellers. "They found a deeper and richer meaning in
himself to the theory of the composite character of the all the experiences of their founders. To them those

were no ordinary days. Yahweh was in the burning~
Pentateuch, which would make a large part of the Old o/ 1 g 57 %0 plague experiences. He delivered them-

Testament a’ mere forgery. Leviticus completely loses its from Pharach, and rolled back the waters of the Red
value. because it is dated actording. to Mathews, subse- . Sea. They: concexved and rightly so, that the chief
quent to the Exile. - v glory of their, national blrthdgy was the mamfestatmn
Thus Leviticus is'dated about eight hundred: ‘years after and the guidance of their God. '

" Moses, and subsequent to the Ex11e But again on page * What a large place the miraculous deliverance of Israel

thu‘ty-snc' » v . from Egypt has in the Old Tegstament! Tt was repeatedly

L Abmham went at least pa.rt way in offermg the not referred to as the greatest of ‘all manifestations of divine

- unusutal child sacrifice. In all thesg' things they were =~ Power. The miraculous character of that event is asserted

- . ~-but. followmg the common pracnces ‘of ancest:ors and.... .in.the New Testament as well as in the Old. But Pro-

) , neighbours.” .. - fegsor-Mathews 1mp11c1t1y den1es the supernatulahsm of

; " The lmpllcatlon here is that" Abraham "did not 1eally ‘the - event -and reduces it“to-a merely' natural episode.

hear God’s call. He perhaps fancied he' did, and followed ‘We may ask for a reason: for. this mterpretatmn Dokes

- the cistoms™ of the heathen roundabout,_him: The New . the Professor 'suggest that: there is something erroneous

" Testament, of course, says the oppos1te “By faith* in the record which he must set right? 'There is but one

Abraham, when he was. tried, offered up Isaac: and he ‘answer. 'Hi§ interpretatién is a groindless imagination

- that had, received the promlses offered up.his only be- of an eyil heart of unbelief. .Would-it be reasonable to

- gotten soli, of:whom jt wal sdid, That in, Isaag shall thy . expect that .anyone-exposed. to this teaching could con-

* seed be_called: accountmg that God was able to raise him "\ tinue to believe in-the divine 1nsp1ratlon of seripture?

figur Lo ., : ’ “No less thankful were t‘hey when: the marma—hter—
“in o figure.’ St e ee Tl Ve apy'What i§ it?—fell (Nu. 1137, 8). Whether this was
- Speaking °f Moses he says: : N o . . the exudation of the ({:amlﬁ.nsk‘ tre:;11 vg{nclh ;he r;mnkg of

: ] e - Sinai still gather and sell; or an e lichen found in

While we have long pages presenting the life and . the desert, matters not. The people rejoiced in what

gﬁ;ggsegﬁ,,ﬁg}igrﬁﬁ}ﬁgﬁaf %?efgﬁte%lgo;grgh%vg%set;% they believed to be.'a wonder wrought by Yahweh their
‘events would have left, are all but lacking. The whole G‘ffi

background is very vague. Who was the princess who. Water, llkeWISe in a moment of great need, was un-
rescued the babe?” -Where ias she bathing? “In what -  expectedly provided them by their leader (No. '20:2-13).
_part of the land were the scenes enacted? Who was Whether the sweetening of ithe bitter waters, or the

~ "Pharaoch? Is the general mame wused’ loosely for the bringing of the water from the rock was the uncovering ,

ruler of one of the districts? Or does the tradition lift of an old spring, the discovery of a fountain hitherto
a local experience up into national significance? Where _ unknown to,the tribes, or the releasing of a new cur- .
did the Israelites cross the Red Sea? -Where is Mount" ° rent ?}’ water, “the thirsty nomads peither judged nor
Sinai, or Horeb? So might we continue to ask-ques- _cared.’

, but definit f t t be had, and . -
.]trxeocr;snstrulctl:nuil; .‘;ﬁ“‘bﬁ‘t"";‘,?,;gg‘s,‘ﬁle’,‘"sa‘fg ,'nelaraée :dlt— The manna ‘was either “the exudation of the tamarisk

line.” tree, or “an edible lichen found in the desert”. But
what does the New Testament say’about this? Let us see

He holds up to scorn the “long. pages presenting th . g !
P £. PABSS presenting Lie. what is said in John’s gospel: John, chapter six, verses

" life anid doings, of this great leader in Egypt and in the

.désert, thiose earmarks, which a writer cont thirty-one and thirty-two: “Cur fathers did eat. manna
ontemporary with ,-in the dedert; as.it is wrltten He:gave them bread from

 heaven-to-eat. . Then, Jesus sa1d unto them, Verily, vefily,
tinue to ask questions, but definite information is not to: I say unto.you, Moses. gave, you not that bread -from .

about these “long: pages”,~he- says, ‘So might we con::

- . .g'be had, and reconstruction is- all but impossible, save in. hegven;: but my Father. giveth. you the true bread from .
- large outlme oS * heaven”. No one can pos31b1y read. the sn:th chapter of
Of the Exodus he’ says (pp 40_41) : N John without concluding that the Lord Jesus accepted the
Lt The tedeful -and unw1lh ol dlf T Exodus account of the manna’s comlng from heaven.
oA n ople ‘Weére : ;
- the journey by ‘the wonder _,w%rimg Gode Yé{'sg:,rgoug{ ) Equally Professor. - Mathews “implicitly demes the
g : ‘natural ‘causes. were: at-work. ‘The people were, tlred ' mu‘aculous element‘ in the PTOVISIOH of water: It may
P —~— W ) .- R . . - -.,. © e '.." ..'._,_;' .‘ ' U . ,_: , ’-.- s [P -
. \ R N , :'. , . .-. o ._ N '. - .- l- ) . . . - 3 .‘_.:.':./ '" J: ‘ .. . ‘ ’_ - ) .‘ . . . .
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have been “the linc_ov'ering of an old spring”, or “the dis- . °

covery of a fountain hitherto unknown to them”. At every
pomt Mathews implicitly repudiates the supernatural

“Later, devout mte‘npreters easily “turned. the staves
and the scepter into the rod of Moses, and duly exalted -
him against whom their fathels had so ‘often rebelled.”

‘The story of the mlracle working rod of Moses is not

" historie: it was an ancient story of some kind, and then

“later devout interpreters” easﬂy put another interpreta-

" tion upon it!

“That, during this period, such. achievements were
brought well under way, is.nothing short of miraculous.
Thiat later religious mnterpreters should conclude the
story of each struggle with a. picture of divine mter-
ventlon in some supematural form, is not strange

~Once again “divine intervention in some supernatural
form” is attnbuted fo later religious 1nterpreters

“The studént, of course, does not take all of this seri-

" ously. From~what' already- has~been indicated; it ' may

ibe questioned whether any considerable part of the

tradition has the.warrant either of Scripture or of his-

toric probability. Nomadic peoples living amidst such

conditions as are found in the wilderness nemther possess
a high civilization, nor produce literature.”

" Discounting the authorshlp of -Moses he says, The
student, of course, does Not take all-of this seriously.”
The tradition of the Mosaic authorshlp is without historic
probability! People living in such conditions as then
attended the Israehtlsh people, do not “produce litera-
ture”! .

-I feel -like. apologlzmg for detammg' my readers Wwith
quotations from this utterly useless book, but I have done_

" §o, not bécause the.vagaries- of Professor Mathews

have any value, but to show how utterly. unscrlptural was.
the position of those who defended. him as  an orthodox
Evangelical.

I wonder ,whether Dr. MecDormand thmks such drivell-"
ing unbelief déserved a protest, or should ‘it have been
allowed to continue for the further demoralization of ‘the
religious faith of all those-who ‘came under his influence ?

I shall make but one other reference to this book. Oh
page 141 he says:

“The dramatic colourmg of the Elijah storxes makes
it difficult sometimes to discern nthe historic thread.”

Mathews recognizes the value of these “stories”, but
says:
- “Stories any less ornate would have poorly served to
preserve the true worth of’ this superbly imposing an-
tagonist of an encroaching paganism.’

It will be seen that Professor Mathews goeg out of his
way to cast doubt upon the historic accurac'y of every-

", thing he touches.

But that is enough. Anyone havmg a knowledge of the
New Testament will instantly see how the New Testa-
meént in general, and the authority of the infallible Christ
in particular, completely annihilate such theorles as Pro-
fessor Mathews held and taught.. ="

This was the state of thirgs in McMaster Umver51ty e

up. to the end of the university sessxon in the Sprmg of

“nineteen hundred and nineteen. .

In our issue of J. anuary 1st, under the head “Contrlbu-

tory Skirmishes”, we pubhshed the controversial corres-
pondence .which appeared. in The Ganadian Baptist, be- -

tween Rev. E. E. Shields, Rev. Edgar Watson, and Rev.,
JA. P. Wilson, the last and the first 1n oppomtlon to
Mr. Watson. ~

~

g

In our -issue of December~25th 1952, 1 pubhshed a

" letter which I sent to the then Chancel]or -of McMaster

University, Dr. A. L. McCrimmon. That letter was not
made public,-and was quite unknown to the controver- -
sialists who wrote in The Camdwn Ba,,ptzst durmg the

.Summer of 1919.

My readers will remember that I am eombatting the
idea that Dr. Shields “engineered” the ‘division in the
Convention. " In what I have already written I think I
have given abundant proof that' I did everythmg humanly

-possible, short of an abject surrender .to the forces of
_unbelief, to excise the cancer, that the body mlght be

restored to health. e N

In the next chapter I shall show how the controversy
was further accentuated by an_ edltonal in The Canadian -
Baptist. o -

.- (To be Cpntm'ued)

' MORE R.C. PERSECUTION IN COLOMBIA

J*WENTY-SEVEN different incidents of violence against
Protestants are reported in the Bulletin Number. 6 of

. the Evangelical Confederation of Colombia, South Ameri-

ca covering the ‘period between September 1 to ‘October
1952. These reports have been_irvestigated” by .the

-above-mentloned ‘Confederation and have been taken from _'

sigried statements made by eye-witnesses and victims, or by
people with first-hand knowledge of the events. They in-
clude such acts as the arrest of Bible Society colporteurs, -
the closing of Protestant.schools, the bombing’of church
buildings, ‘the jailing and beatmg of those. attendlng non--

Romanist religious - meetings.- Gne man ‘is* repoited to’ ..

have been killed.

+ We do not reprint “the grlsly details’ of these atrocmes ;
here for many similar stories will be found «in the_ history .
of the Medieval Inquisition, ands more recently our news-

"papers have: earried accounts of- pérsecutions of the Protes- - o

tants in Spain whxch resemble them. closely. . "Our own -
“Catholic pravince” .of Quebec fromi -time-to time under-
takes to demonstrate the genuine spirit of Romanism when
it arrests those who distribute the Bible or 'who preach
on the street corner. All these tactics rightly belong to
the armoury of Roman Catholicism as its chiefest weapons -
of defense, for. théy constitute its 6wn upconscious admis-
sion that its best and final argument is force. ‘That is why
when it was supreme it made the hangman, that is the In-
quisition, the final arbiter in matters of faith.

The following “Observations” conclude the report to
which we refer, and although the ‘statements 1t quotes-
fiom Roman Catholic journals are' not as vivid as the -
detailed accounts of acts of violence; yet for those who’
would weigh' the' evidence carefully they are- even more

-damning as overt admissions onthe part of high authorities

to pursue a systematic policy of repressmn against all save
the oﬂicxal Roman Cathollc rehgxon

: - Observatxons- Do,
E . From CEDEG Persecution, Bulletm No. 6 ~

The -American’ Embassy. sent notes to the Colombian
government concerning the bombing of the Palmira Evan-
gelical Church, the Palmira Adventist Church, and ‘the
Buenaventura Church., The government rephed with -po--
lite notes, regrettmg thé incident and promlsmg 1nvest1--
gations.

An edltom'al in EZ S'zglo of ‘Sunday, Oetober 19 told of .a
resolution of the Ministry of Education. closing nine more .
Protestant schools. The editorial congratulates the Min---
istry for thls work of “social hygiene,” and asks that the
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"of missionary priests.
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measure be extended to all parts of the country. -The ar-
ticle goes on to say that according to the Constitution the

‘only right enjoyed by the Protestants is that of worship-

ping in their churches, and concludes, therefore, that they

have no right to found schools, where they “preach sub-

version, " eulogize adultery, discredit ‘the homeland, and
)

. ridicule Catholic_ institutions.”

According to El Diario de Colombia of November 1st, a

project was presented to Congress by Di. Daniel Géngora
to nationalize primary.education. If this should be put
into effect, the government would finance and have ex-
clusive control of the administration and orientation of
primary education in the?nation.
matically close all Protestant schools, and the children .of
Protestant” parents would then have to attend public insti-
tutions where they would be obligated to attend: mass,
study the Catholic religion, and receive first communion
when of age, in order to learn to read and write.
- New details are constantly comihg to light regarding the
educational situation in Colombia. HI Tiempo of October
8th reported that the Director of Education of the new
Department of Cérdoba, Dr. Alonso Rhonias Segura, re-
vealed that of the 91,202 children in the Department be-
tween the ages of 7 and 14, there are only 14,299 studying
in educational institutions. EI Tiempo.of October 18th re-
ported that an estimated 50% of the children of the city
of Bucaramanga cannot read. The next day in an editorial
El Tiempo called attention to the fact that only 4% of
the population are able to read and write with any degree
of facility. Still, in the light of these facts, the govern-
ment continues to close Protestant schools. N

Yesterday morning the governor of the Department, Sr.
Arango Ferrer, sent a communication to the President of
the Republic in which he. informed the President that
Protestantism _had grown in this section of the country to
alarming proportions, especially in the region of the lower
Cauca. As 'a result of this situation recently denounced
by the Bishop of Santa Rosa de Osos, Most Excellent
Senor Miguel Angel Builes, in a recent circular to the
faithful, the governor solicited protection from the central
government in order to stop the propagation of such- doc-

trines as -are, in ‘his concept, an affront against morals.

and good customs.”

Several articles appeared in El Colombiano, of Medellin
(October 7, 8, and 10) complaining of the increase of
Protestantism in Antioquia, which has always been con-
sidered a solidly Catholie Department and urging the civil
and ecclesiastical authorities to take steps to stop its
growth. The articles accuse® the Protestants of going to
backward areas, like that of the lower Cauca, where there
are no priests and police inspectors to protect the faith
of the people. There they establish schools for .the chil-
dren, install light plants,

give medical attention, and hold
worship services. . .

In the face of such gross bigotry, it is_little wonder that -

many sincere and enlightened Roman Catholics in Colom-
bia and throughout South America, stand appalled at the
blind hatred displayed by their priests against innocent men
and women whose sole crime is to give light of mind and
of spirit to countless millions who have been left in ignor-
ance and poverty by those who now jealously claim the
sole monopoly of their spiritual care. '

Roman Catholics in North America are frankly told that
their fellow-religionists in South America stand in need
It is recognized that more than
four centuries of domination by the Church of Rome have
left the neighbouring continent in a deplorable religious
condition, even from the standpoint of Romanism. Yet
when Protestant missionaries undertake to teach the op-

" pressed masses to read and write, in order to put_the

open Bible in their hands, they are greeted with the bitter-
est persecution. Tt is evident that Rome knows that when
her darkness is compared to the light of the Word of God,
the decision of her own people,will go against her.
Romanism in Canada and the United States complains
bitterly that it is suffering “persecution” when the' state
treasuries, largely filled with taxes from Protestants, do

This law would auto- -

not_subsidize the sectarian confessional schools under the
aegis of the priests,. In Spain, the same church closes pri-
vate schools simply because they are supported and directed
by Protestants, at no expense ‘to the state.” The jewel of
consistency is one that is conspicuous by its abdence in the
gaudy dress of Romanism.—W.S'W.

THE CORONATION YEAR
" From The Christian Irishman, January, 1953

UN-DOUBTEDLY the year 1953 will be one of the most
" momentous years in the 'Christian era. Events may
happen before it ends that will change thie whole current
of the economic, social, and religious life of the human
- race for centuries. If may; indeed, mean a return_to the
medievalism -of the “dark ages”, and the destruction of
modern civilization with, its untold blessings of educa-
~tion, culture, philanthropy and Christian morality. It is
not, however, merely in such changes as these that we, as
Protestants are thinking most deeply as we cross the
threshold of the Coronation Year. Inthese perilous times
through which we are passing, when evangelical Protes-
tantism is being attacked on every side, the real signifi-
cance of the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II for us lies
in the fact that England is openly declaring to the world
that our nation is uncompromisingly Protestant’and it is
determined that Protestantism shall be maintained.

For-centuries prior to the Reformation the Papacy had
been putting forth every endeavour to make the-English
Throne subservient to ‘the Vatican. This was for years
attempted with . Jesuitical subtlety by seeking to form
marriage alliances between the sbvereigns of England and
the Roman Catholic rulers on the Continent, in which
Mary Queen of Scots and Mary Tudor of England and
James- IT played a prominent part, but all these ended in
failure. Again more drastic measures were taken in seek-
ing the conquest of England by force of arms. France,
using Ireland as a basis of attack, attempted this in vain
and later ‘Spain once again seeking to use Ireland as an
ally, made an abortive effort which ended in the complete
destruction of the Spanish Armada, as declared by Queen
Elizabeth I, who had a medal struck on which was the
inscription: “God blew His wind on ‘them and they were
scattered.”
wardly attacking England, she sought to accomplish by
inward intrigues and Roman Catholic infiltration.. Large
properties and estates all over England were acquired
and transformed into Monasteries and Nunneries, edch a
centre of Romanizing influence and a source of Papal
income. Y .

- It is estimated that at least one-third of the property
of England was in the hands of the Church of Rome and
that the Annual money sent to Rome was more than the
whole Royal revenue.

“The position had become intolerable.

But when the enemy “was coming in like a flood,” God
was “lifting up a standard for the people.” -

A little band of reformers, at first under Wickliff, him-
self a converted Roman Catholic priest of exceptional
intellectual power and wide reading, later influenced by
the Reformed teaching of Luther and Calvin, was
gathering at Oxfgrd, and their evangelical teaching,
largely due to the printing and circulation of the Scrip-
tures; was spreading among all classes of the people.

\
N

’

What, however, Rome failed to do by out-'
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; This evangeliéal movement came to a head in a wide-
spread’ revolt against the Roman Catholic Clergy and:

finally reached a climax in the Revolution of 1688, when
an invitation was sent to William Prince of Orange to

"come to England as King and as the Defender of the

Cause of the Protestant Faith in this Realm.

" On 5th November, 1688, he landed at Torbay, flying
at the mast head of his ship the Ensign bearing the
words, “I will maintain the Protestant rellglon and the
libertiés of England.”

‘The first act of William in becomin-g King of England
was the passing of the “Bill of Rights and Act of Settle-
ment” as a result of which the Crown of Britain has since
been stnctly reserved for a Protestant head. In this Act
it is stdted:

“Whereas it hath been found by experience that it
is inconsisent with the safety and welfare of this Prot-
estant K—ingdom to be govemed by a Popish Prince or
by any ng of Queen marrying a Papist.. . . Every
person who is or shall be reconciled to, or shall hold
communion with, the See or Church of Rome, or shall
marry a Papist, shall be excluded and be forever in-

capable to inherit, possess, or enjoy the Crown of Gov-

ernment of this Realm and Ireland: and in every such
case the people of ‘these Realms shall be and are hereby
released of their allegiance.”

(Act 1, William and Mary, cap. 2, sec. ii, 1689)

Since then every reigning sovereign has signed the
following Accession Declaration and Coronation Oath:

“I do solemnly, and in the presence of God profess,
testify, and declare that I am a faithful Protestant,
and that I will, according to the true intent of the
enactments which secuie the Protestant succession to
the throne .of' my Realm, uphold and maintain the said
enactments to the best of my power, according to law.”

When, thérefore, Queen Elizabeth on her Coronation on

2nd June, 1958, shall be asked by the' Archbishop of' give away Protestant Bibles.” Telephone conversations

Canterbury: .

“Will you 'to the utmost of your power maintain the
Laws of God and the true profession of the Gospel"
Will you to the utmost of your power maintain in the
United ngdom the Protestant Reformed Rehglon
established by law?”

Her Majesty, laying her hand upon the open Blble w1ll
angwer: “All this I promise to do.”

As we witness our beloved Queen thus solemnly avow-
ing her determination to keep thls oath, well may we
unite in praymg .-

. God _save our gracious Queen;
Long live our noble Queen;
God save the Queen!
"Send her victorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us:
God save the Queen!

Thy choicest gifts in store
On her.be pleased to pour;
Long may she reign;
"May she defend our laws, -
And ever give us cause
- To sing with heart and voice,
‘God save the Queen!” - ~

rd
PERSECUTION CONTINUES UNABATED
IN SPAIN

From The Consérvative Baptist, the organ of the Conservative
Baptist Foreign Mission Soclety of U.S.A.

ROTESTANT work in. Spain is carried on under the
constant shadow of police interference, imprisonment,
and seizure of propefty. This was the unanimous report
of more than a dozen missionaries representing several
different denominational and interdenominational groups
in Spain when CBFMS Missionaries ‘Sam Faircloth, Art
Lewis, and John Oliveira visited Spain-a few months ago.
They. saw firsthand evidence of the intolerance which
arises in a country dominated completely by Catholicism

and in which the government and the ‘Catholic church

work hand i in hand.

Because pubhdlty brings increased persecution, no spe-
cific names and places can be mentioned, but the follow-
ing facts and incidents were among those reported to the
group.

No Protestant weddings, funerals or baptisms are per- .
mitted in Spain. .

Although the Minister of the Interior recently said that
Protestant churches may stay open but that no prose-
Iyting 'is permitted, this actually means nothing. If the
police find a group of 80 people in a church or hall one
week and 35 the next, they can close the hall on grounds .

.of proselyting. “Where did the five come from?” they

ask.

TI{e law forbxds giving away or selling Bibles, tracts,
or Protestant literature.

Last spring two police came to the office of a Bible
society, seized 2,000 New Testaments and took them away
in a truck. Then they proceeded to confiscate every-
thing m the office—including the furniture. . Only the
intervention of the British Consul halted the confisca- -
tion. When the society wrote the Spanish Minister of
the Interior to ask why the Testaments were taken, he
answered, “Because you have no permission to sell or

of the society-are always censored and every possible con-
versation recorded for the officials. All mail is subject
to censor and is frequently opened.

At present, the most effective work in Spam appears
to be that carried on by the Plymouth Brethren. One
such assembly has Sunday evening .attendances of 500
to 600. The chapel in which they meet is in the rear of
a large apartment house and is entered unobtrusively
through an alley door.

Many of the halls and chapels of evangelical groups
have been closed by government order. The government
makes it very difficult for Protestants to havé buildings .,
for meetings or to-acquire property. -

In April; 1952, one small church of fourteen members
was holding a service when police appeared and took the

entire congregation, including children, to jail. ‘They

were kept there for 'a day and a night. After they were
released, the order was given that not more than three
persons could meet. at ‘the church at any one time. At
present; the people come to the pastor’s home a few at a
time, taking turns for worship and prayer.

‘One large evangelical school which once enrolled as
many as 270 students is now forced to carry on seecretly
with a student body of only 12.

Missionaries reported that it was difficult to receive

"~ and keep permission ‘to stay in the country. One man

who had worked in Spain for 32 years took a rest in
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England. - When he was-about to return to Spain, he
leatned that an order had gone to all border posts to
refuse him entrance. However, he passed through before
they received the order.

“ A woman missionary said that shé was ordered to be

expelled from Spain after a man in her- community had_

. protested.to the bishop ‘against her work. (The man’s
wife and son had become .evangelicals.) She obtained
. temporary asylum at the British Consul while an appeal
was made. She finally was permitted to remain in Spain
(where she had been working for 28 years) but was for-
bidden to return to her old home.

New missionaries may enter on six-month tourist per-
mits but after the six months they usually:have difficulty.
giving a reason" satisfactory to the government for
staymg

One ‘worker reported that “pressure” in Washmgton
hurts rather than helps the cause of evangehcal mission-
_aries and Christians in Spain. “Each timé pressure is
used dlplomatlcally," she explained, “the- Roman Catholic
church further. influences .the Spanish 'government-ahd
more incidents occur. You aré undoubtedly familiar with
what is taking place in Colombia. Recent incidents in

. Spam are no. dou’bt the .result of an alarmed . Roman'

Catholic church. 7

Becduse there is no adequate way of training Spanish

men for the ministry in Spain, several of the mission-
aries encouraged the idea of the CBFMS- semmary in
Portugal accepting Spanish students and training them
to return to their own coun'try .

<At present, the Leiria seminary has four such stu-
_dents. One of them saw- his own father, 2 Baptist min-
ister, shot to'death in the pulpit. The son wants to pre-
pare to take his father’s place. o ¢

Becduse the Catholic church has,such control of the

people and the government, very little direct missionary
. work by foreigners is possible at present. -~

A SIX-MONTHS’ STORY- CONTINUED
IN THIS ISSUE .

The story of THE GREAT CONTENTION
FOR THE FAITH b Blhle-beheving Baptists
" of Canada, which Kegan in the front-page .
article of Nov. 20, will continue in instalments
week: by week for proba.bly four to six months.

We earnestly solicit -the co-operation of all
. our readers in making this story as widely
known as possible. In order to give currency
. to it we will~send THE GOSPEL WITNESS
" containing this story week by week for the full
] time of its continuance — mnot less” than six
- months — for $1.00. Send in your subscrip-
tion immediately, and all - subscnptmns will
. beégin with the first instalment in the issue of
Thursday, November 20th.

NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS ONLY

“THE. GOSPEL WITNESS FOR SIX MONTI-IS
FOR $1.00
Address 130 Gerrard St. E., Toronto 2 Ont
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ROMAN CATHOLIC MONOPOLY IN
" RADIO STATIONS

Translated from Le Devoir of January 28, 1953 *

Ottawa, January 27—The Board of Governors of CBC.
which held a séssion in the federal capital last weekend -
granted a permit to a mew French station requested for
Eastview, a_suburb of Ottawa. There was strong opposi-
tion, coming principally from the newspapper Le Droit
which already owns station CKCH in Hull. .

A rumour was going the rounds that the new French
station was merely a branch of Station CKVL of Verdun,
which is controlled by Mr. Jack Tittleman. Mr. Raoul

/‘Landrxaullt and his associates had to conduct a counter-

‘campaign to show that the new Eastview Station would
be under the direction of some French Canadian business
mmen of Eastview, Moreover, these business men have the
support of the Montfortain Fathers who are in charge of
the Parish of Notre Dameé de Lourdes of Eastview and

. the new station will have its quarters in the Parish Recrea-

tion €entre. -Mr. Jean-Thomas Richard; Member of Parlia-
ment for Ottawa East and a graduate of the University of
Ottawa, pled the cause of Le Droit before the Board of
Governors 6f CBC..- He maintained the thesis that French-
Canadians of the Ottawa district are bilingual, that they

_have to- read English newspapers, listen to- English pro-

" have just acquired La Frontiére.

grammes, and send their children to English schodls, and
that hence there is no room for two French stations. *

" Mr, Adrien Pouliot; one of the Governors (of CBC) who
is also Dean of the Faculty of Sciéncés of Laval Univeérsity, -
Quebec, interfupted him to ask who ownéd Station CKCH
and also who owned the newspaper Le Droit. A§ Mr. Rich-
ard did not reply, Mr. MacQua.m ‘who represented the East-
view group, intervened to say’that it is common knowledge
that Le Droit is owned by the Oblate Fathers. ‘“They have
the University,” replied Mr.* Pouho't “They have Station
CKCH, they have Le Droit as well as other papers, they

e i That is a monopoly -
1n eed!”’ .

The people of Eastview obtamed their. French Station
desplte the opposxtxon of Le Droit.

Is Rome Und1v1ded>

Roman Cathollc1sm boasts that it is one and und1v1ded
and its advocates love to contrast the many sects and
schisms among Protestants with the alleged peace and
unity ‘of the papal church. -‘There is, we doubt it not, a -
certain peace in the bosom ‘of the Roman Catholic system,
just as there is a deép and profound peace in the cemetery.
But this kind of deep and peaceful slumber has no attrac-
tion for a red—blooded man in° good health and in the
full possession .of all his faculties. - The péace and umty

~

-of which Romanism boasts are of the same sort that is

enforced in 'Soviet Russia by authoritarian decree and
at the expense of the free consent of enlightened minds.
Underneath the _surface, from time to time observers
see clearly defined marks of ‘inward rifts that indicate.
-that though the slaves are not allowed to think for them-
selves yet old Adam still asserts itself in internal stnfe

. in the inward parts of the gigantic machine.

A case in point is given by the account translated from
Le Devoir, which precedes this article. It tells that two
“religious orders”, namely, the powerful ‘Oblate Fathers
and some newcomers, the order of Montfortain Fathers,
battled for the possession of the monopoly of French
broadecasting in the region.of Ottawa. As a result, the
public hears thé accusation of “monopoly” thrown in the.
teeth of the priests of the Oblate Order. It is said that
they own Radio station CKCH which serves Ottawa and
Hull, and also the daily néwspaper Le Droit, which was _

founded to lead the fight for state-supported French
Romanist schools in Ontario. In addition to this they
have recently acquired control of another paper in North-

*ern Quebec, while they also-direct I'Université d’Ottawa,
\ .
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which includes the French and Roman Catholic Normal
School, supported by the Ontario Provincial Government. '
These ubiquitous priests are not satisfied with these rich
spoils; they now demand that their radio station be
granted a monopoly of French broadcasting in the nelgh-
bourhood of the Capital City of the Dominion.
", It is worthy of note that the governor of ‘CBC who
commented on the monopoly of the Oblate Fathers, is
himself a leading member of the Faculty- of Laval Uni-
versity of Quebec City, another Roman Catholic institu-
tion. He was apparently unwilling to continue the mono-
poly of the ‘Oblates, and hence the CBC allowed the
Montfortain priests to have their radio station.- Inci-
dentally, we remark on the tender care shown by the
Canadian government in providing an official of the
Roman Church to sit on public boards such as the Cana-
dian Broadcasting Corporation in readiness to judge in-
such ecclesiastical quarrels as this. - The policy of the
Oblates with respect to the.use of the French language
has been the subject of severe and even bitter criticism
by Le Devoir.and other French Romanists, and we hdve

no doubt that the emergerice of the hew radio station -

“marks another step in the progress of the intestinal dis-
pute between the Oblates who appear to favour the use

. "of a little English, -sometiimes, and the others who are -

determined to keep unbroken the sacred wall of the
French language they have erected as the guardlan of
the faith.

The upshot of the struggle is that the monopoly of the
Oblates has been broken by the -representatives of the
- Hierarchy merely to be handed over. to another order of
priests. But as far as non-Romanists are concerned, the
monopoly still exists for French radio Broadecasting in
the Ottawa-Hull district, remains in the hands of priests
of various orders who will make sire that no Protestant
voice is ‘allowed to reach the ears of their listeners.
Like the othef French radio stations in Canada, thege two
in Ottawa are, in effect, simply two branches of the
papal station in Vatican- 'City.—W.S.W. :

CHURCH AND STATE IN ITALY °

Translated from a report of the Italian correspondent of
La Vie Protcstante, of Geneva, Switzerland

A debate took plaCe m the Senate_on the bill to author-
ize the State to share in the expense of building new (Ro-
man Cathohc) churchés. The Demo-Christian party .de-
-clared itself in favour of the-bill as “being inspired by
profoundly idealistic reasons”. Senator Labriola, left-wing
.. Independent; opposed the bill since it was solely a religious
.question. “Idealism,” he said ‘is not an éxclusive monopoly

of one class or of one party. The Papal State” he added,
“has not built churches itself, leaving this duty to private
~persons or to its patrons. Is it not symptomatic that cleric-
alism obtains under the Republican Govermment what it
has not been able to realize under tle monarchy? - The
other churches would then also have the right to-ask state
aid Tor their building programmes.” To which a Demo-
C}i{ngtlan Member of Parliament rephed “But they do not
ask for it!”

Socialist Senator Tonello went farther than Senator La-
briola in assertmg that “the more priests there are, the
weaker religion is.” To which Senator Valmare, Demo-
Christian, replied by describing the difficult conditions in
which priests Tived and saying that the building of churches
would give work to artists.

In the’ House a debate took place on rehglous liberty in
connection with a- more general discussion on Communism.
" v A Socialist member of Parliament declared that day after
day the action of the government is contrary to religious
liberty. “We have not got beyond the Lateran Pact between
the Holy See and Mussolini which often takes precedence
over the present Constitution and directs the police.”

—_ -

Clerlco-Fascxsm Still Rules Italy

The above account prov1des one more example of
Roman Catholic greed for public money -and the success

.of its priests in obtaining it whether from Fascists. such

/ as Mussolini, who was helped to power by the priests, or

from the present Italian government, which owes its .

existence to the force of Allied arms. The -so-called

“Demo-Christian” party referred to in the above account .

is the clerical party now in the saddle in Italy. It is
oftén true that Romanism manages to wheedle greater
favours from nominally democratic régimes than from
those that are her own creaturés. In Ontario, a province
that is preponderantly Protestant, the Roman- Catholic
mihority have schools provided at public expense in which
the priests inculcate their dogmas into the minds of
little children. In Italy, Protestant Churches are barely
tolerated and no government support whatever is given
Protestant schools. In Spain, Protestant gchools are not

‘even permltted -to exist, even when they .make no request

for state support, and Protestant Churches are closed or
opened by governmental decrees, while their members
always are subject to ‘many galling” restrlctlons, "and
oftentimes to outright violence.

.‘The greedy arrogance of. Roman pnests does not en- .~

tlrely escape the suppos&dly docile masses of their “faith-
ful”. Even in Italy, the homeland of the popes, radical

members of parliament dare to 'voicé their disgust with =

Romanism and to point out that the spirit of Fascism,
as expressed in the Lateran pact between Mussolini- and
the pope, still denies religious llberty to all.

—W.S.W.

-Bilﬂet S.I:hunl-l.'e.ssun- nutline

Vol.. 17 First Quarter Lesson 8 February 22, 1953

' OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)

THE SAVIOUR OF THE HELPLESS
Lesson Text: John 5:1-14.

Golden Text: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth
my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath ever-
lasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but.
is passed from death unto life. "——John 5:24. -

L. The: Gracious Saviour: verses 1-9.

After our Lord’s ministry in the northern province of
Galilee (John 4:3, 46, 54), He returned to Jerusalem at the
time of the feast. This was probably the Feast-of the Pass-
over (John 2:13; 6:4; 11: 55). On such occasions where large
multitudes were gaﬁhered together, many would be in need

. of healing, and these would congregate around the famous

Eool of Bethesda (“House of Mercy”), which was situated
y the sheep gate near the temple on the east side of Jerusa-
lem (Neh. 3:1

Five porches or clmsters formed s'helters around the pool,
noted far and wide for the miraculous healing powers of the
waters at certain set times, thought to have been marked
by the presence of an angel. One can’ imagine the excite- .
ment, the anxiety, the rivalry, the eagerness, the triumph
of some and the disappointment of others, as blessing came
to the one who first stepped into the pool. But all were in
need of healing, just'as all to-day are in need of spiritual
healing. *The Scriptures declare that all we like shtep have
gone astray (ISa. 58:6),
short of the glory of od (Rom. 6:23).

In this crowd of sick folk was one who was singled out
for healing by the Saviour. The individual is never lost in
the_ crowd, so far as the Lord is concerned; He graciously

\

and that all have sinned and come

i
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notices and summons those whom all others would overlook
(Mark 10:47; Luke 19:5). For thirty-eight years this man
had suffered from an infirmity. This fact is. mentioned that
we may see how great'is the power of God. He could heal
the sick man immediately, although the disease was of long
standing. Although sins may be as scarlet, they may be
washed white as snow (Isa. 1:18); Christ can save to the
uttermost (Heb. 7:25). S

_ The helpless and hopeless condition of this sick man was
known to the Saviour. In tender sympathy the Master ques-
tioned him: “Wilt thou be made whole?” To the unbelieving

. that would seem to be an unnecessary qguestion, but the Lord,

Who knows our need (Matt. 6:32), ever seeks to invite a con-
fession of our need, that we may be prepared to receive a
blessing (Mark 10:51). Moreover, by this suggestive ques-
tion He led the-'sick man to have hope of recovery, and to
have confidence that Christ could heal him. Christ was ever
ready to heal, but He exercised His power only when men
believed. on Him (Matt. 13:58; John 5:40). The tragedy of
sin is that many Wwho are steeped in iniquity have no desire
to be made whole, for they become entangled in cruel bond-
age (John 8:34; Rom. 6:16).

The man explained that it was not the lack of will, but
the-lack of means which %rf')évented him from being healed.
But, man’s extremity is d’s opportunity (2 Cor. 12:9).
Christ perceived that the man had faith in Him, despite the
many discouraging outward circumstances (Prov. 13:12).

Our ‘Saviour. never asks us to do the impossible, for His
commands are always enablings. He told the helpless man
to rise, and His word was one of sovereign power which
bestowed upon the man strength to do that which was hu-
manly impossible (Matt. 19:26). This is an illustration of
‘the workings of 'grace in the heart of the sinner (Rom. 8:3,
4), for grace is decribed as the bestowal of blessing which
is undeserved. To hoist the portable couch upon his shoul-
ders was just as’impossible for the cripple as to rise, and
the same is true of walking. But in response to_the word
of the Saviour, the man rose up immediately from his couch,
lifted it to his shoulders and walked away. He had been
cured instantly, miraculously and completely.

~

P

II. The Critical Jews: verses 10-14,
It is ever true that the wicked hate the righteous (Psa.

35:11-16; 37:12; 109:1-5). The Jews, envious of the power
and repufation of Christ,” found fault with Him on every
conceivable ground. On this occasion they challenged the
man for what they considered an infringement of the law.
By carrying his couch, the man had, in their eyes, broken

:the law that no burdens must be carried.on the sabbath day

(Neh. 13:15; Jer. 17:21).. But, he was obeying a higher law,
the commandment of the Saviour, Who had shown His right
of authority by healing him. )

Filled with the new joY of being able to walk, this man
made his way to the temple to praise God (Acts 3:8). There
Christ found him and revealed Himself as Jesus the Saviour,
the Son of God (Matt. 1:21). - We may wonder why Christ.
did not tell him who. He was at the very first, but possibly
the reason was that the deliverance from the power of disease
might prepare him for freedom from the .servitude of sin
(Luke 5:24). Christ pronounced him whole (Mark 5:34),
ahd the fact that spiritual wholeness or salvation was in-
cluded may be-inferred from the circumstance that. our Lord
pointed out the lesson to be derived from his former malady
and infirmity, Sin, if unchecked, woild make more havoe in
his spiritual life than the disease had made ih his body.

On this occasion Christ did not use a human drgument in
answer to His critics (Luke 14:5), but made a clear pro-
no@ncement of the ground of His authority—His identifica-

Pion with the Father ( verses 17-23).

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

Feb. 16—The Saviour of the Helpless ... Rom. 7:15-8:4.
Feb. 17—The Saviour of the Hopeless .. Luke 13:10-17.
Feb. 18—The Saviour of the Weak .. Rom. 5:1-11.
Feb. 19—The Saviour of the Sinner .. Mark 2:1-12.
Feb. 20—The Saviour of the Penitent .. Luke 15:1-7.

Feb. 21—The Saviour of the Lost .o Tuke 15:11-24.
Feb. 22—The Saviour of the Soul and Healer of the
. Body e Psalm 103.

SUGGESTED HYMNS : .

Come, every soul by sin oppressed. Come, ye sinners, poor
and needy. I need Thee every hour. Depth of mercy! can
there be! Redemption! oh' wonderful story. Father, I
stretch my hands to Thee. .
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