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".In Remembrance of Me" 

A Sermon by. the Pastor,. Dr. T. T~ Shields . 

PreaC'hed in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, February 1st, 1953 

I 
(Electrically Recorded) 

"For I received of the' Jord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord 
Jesus the same night in which he was ·betrayed took :bread: 

"And when he had given thanks, 'he brake ft, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, 
which is 'broken for you: this do in remembrance of me .. 

"And after the same manner also he took the cup, when he' had supped, saying, 
This'cup i's the new te!ltament in my blood: this do ye, as oft 'as ye drink it, in remem-
·brance of me. . 

"For as often· as ye eat this bread, and· drink this cup, .ye do shew'the Lord's 
dealth till he come."-l Cor. 11 :23-26. . 

p.rayer Before the Sermoii. . dealing with us, and ever seeking those.who are lost. Lord 
bring us into a closer feHowship with Thyself this evening. 
W;e would not write' hard things against ourselves. We 
know ·tha:t we have sinned; we know that we have 'been un­
faithful in a thousand particulars; we know that we have 
forfeited the last right in ourselves to 'be where Thou art. 
Yet Thou hast provided us a merit which is not ours, a 
standing we could never .have attained, a vesture that only 
grace could fashion. Thou hast ,given us the .!best robe, and 
shoes for our feet, a ring for our hand, a feast for our soul~s 
satisfaction, anQ a Father's kiss of assured fo~giveness. 
Lord our hearts would praIse Thee for all Thy loving kind- . 
.ness. and Thy truth. .' 

\ 

We remember, -0 'Lord, Thy saying in the days of 'Thy 
flesh, when one asked Thee, Show us the Father and it suf­
liceth us; and Thou didst 'reply, He that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father. And this evening we think bf God in term's 
of His self-disclOsure in the Person of His only bego,tten 
Son; There is forgiveness with Thee thl1t Thou mayest be 
feared:' Thou hast come to us in One Who is the Lover of 
our souls. Thou hast told us ·that He came because God 
so loved the world. We bless Tliee that though we ;have all 
sinned, and all have sinned so· grievously against Thee and 
in Thy si'ght, yet Thou dOst meet us in mercy and tender 
grace, and Thou hast'made us to know that in spite of all 
our wickedness Thou hast not turned Thy face away from' 
us. ·God commendeth His love tOward Us in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Ohrist died for us. Were it not that ,the 
god of this world hath blinded the minds of .them that be­
lieve not, men would flee to the Father's arms. But Thou 
hast been slandered, and misrepresented, by 'the father' of 
lies, and it is because men do not know Thee for What Thou 
art that they flee from Thee. 

Weare to come ·this evening' once again to thi's memorral 
feast, to recognize i.n it a little more clearly perhaps the 
boundlessness of the grace of. God. -0 may there be no forma:! 
mechanical parti~ipation in tliis feast. May' the cup "be to • 
us the communion of the 'blood of Ohrist, and' may the bread 
'be to us the communion of the body of Christ. Lord be 
present with us, and preside at the feast, as Thou didst at 
its institution. Perhaps there are many things on our minds 
that would distract our attention from that which s'hould be 
central to our worship: there are cares, there a~ anxieties, 
there are perhaps forebodings of evils to ,.JIome. There are 
tho'se who are SIck, of whom we tltink-so many thing'S that 
belong to the ills to which this poor flesh is heir. ,Come to 

We thank Thee that so many of. us here. this ,evening have 
been sweetly Iconstrained 'by the grace of Thy 'Spirit, and by 
many a provIdential event, to come to Thy !feet. Thou: hast 
brought us into Thy banqueting house, and Thy ,banner over 
~s is lovl}. 0 help us more and mO!E! profoundly' to believe 
It, to belIeve the love that God has for us, and to see and 

. measure, appraise and appreciate, that redeeming love as it 
is revealed in the death and the resurrection ·of'Christ. How 

~ wondrously iJJ.ast Tnou wrought in order that we might be 
saved! ' . 

Now, 0 Lord, this evening- we would dip again .a ... little 
into Thy Word. We thank Thee for this 'bound volume of 
love letters, for these tender entreaties, these patient and 
gracious admonitions and expostulations. . Thou art ever 

) 

us and help us, that we ,may cast our iburdens upon the 
Lord, all of them, and' bear a song away, for Jesus' sake, 
Amen. . 

MA':NY many times, I kno.w not how many, we have 
resorted to these verses, or their paraHels in other 

Scriptures, for our instrudion and inspiration. But we 
come again to this great ocean of truth. Very particu-
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iarly I remind you of what you already know, that this is 
lj. memo'riaI feast, qesigned as. ~a means of remembering. 
That is the empnatic word - "in remembrance of me~'. 

Once a·gain I would like to explain to you· how indis-
'pensable to our peace and 'progress is our continuous're­
membrance of -the Lord- Jesus 'Christ, "I do not" suppose 
that I need to tell very many in this house this evening , 
that we do not regard these ordinances, the one which 
you' have already witnessed, and that which we are 'later 
to observe, as saCrlj.mEmts. People speak of the "sacra­
ment" of the Lord's ;Supper, A sacrament is a g:race-. 
conferring cer.emony: . It assumes that by' one's partici-. 
pation in it, and in his reception of it,q.e receives ·grace. 
So our Ro.manist friends make bapt.ism the ~ole and ex~ 
clusive means of salvation. And others who are sup-
· posedly' .evangelical may thu~ regard 'baptism Q! the 
Lord's -Supper, as tliough there were some particular' 
merit acquired by its'observance. In this place we do' not 
so believe, Weare not sacramentarians. We believe 
these ordinances co;n.fer no grace wl\:atsoever, apart from 
the spiritual receptiv~ty of ~e participa.nt . .w~ ~cquire 

'no special merit 'by obeying any 'command of the' Lord .. 
At the very best we are unprofitable servants; not'with­
&tanding, "in keeping of (his' co~mandmentsr there is 
great 'rewafd."~·B·lit tliat reward "is' a spiritual "experience, 
a'nd it comes to us because we delight in doing His will. 
I 'feel sure' if 'you' were to ask ,.those who· were baptized 
this evening if they 'received- a 'b'lessing ·they would re­
spoll'd ~in .the affirmative, Not t.hat there)~ any mag1c 
in"the water. What nonsense that is. for those who be-
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· lieve -that sprinkling of water is valid bapti'sm - I do not 
at the m~ment argue that point, nor arg}le ,against it -
to brin'g. water from tlie Jordan, as ·though the waters of 
the Jordan were~any better than the waters of Lake On­
tario. All that"impl~es a sacramentarianism that is 'alien 
to the spirit ,ot the New ·T.es~ament .. No, no, we are to 
observe this feast spiritually, and its profitableness will 
depend wholly upon our competence to apprehend- its-

• spiritual value, and ou.r a!biIity to receive such grace as 
comes from a sincere O'bedience to the word and will of 
Goo. , 

Let me ask this question: Why should we remember 
Christ? He said, "In remembrance Of me," It is tnJ,e 
this ordinance was representative of His death, as is a'lso 

in the· reCollection of our .fellowships with the people of 
• God! What a foretaste of Heaven -it has been. Nor do 
·1 'say a word" ·that would diminish "in your mind the im­
·Iiortance of these human feUowships. What· refreshing 
and inspiring exper~ences we have had in the exercise of 
divine worship, in our meditation upon the Word of God, 
~e great principles, 'and the ptecepts, and the promises 
of 'God's holy Word! 0 'how delecta:ble to be shut up ·to . 
these considerations. Yet I must ever remind you that 
in our worship, that in our study, that in our 'prayers, 
that in whatsoever good' works we are' permitted to do, 
we~ shall derive profit therefrom only as ,they are related 
to Jesus Christ. I wonder"hQw many of us really love 
Him. I was inspired this mornin'g as I ,met that dear 

- the ordinance of 'baptism. But this ·ord·inance, of which ' 
I speak particularly, is a means to, an end. It i.s designed 
to perpetuate in our minds the remembrance of the Per­
~on of our Lord Jesus IChrist. The longer I live, and the 
longer I try to minister the Word. of God, the more deeply 
do I feel the necessity of getting past' all reHgious ex­
ternals, even 'p'ast all formulated creeM, however accur­
ately they may express the truth ~ getting past these 
ordinances to the Person of Jesus 'Christ. SalVation is 
in Him, not the church'; not in what you believe, b.ut in' 
Whom you believe. You may helieve in an intellectual 
fashion a great deal a'l5out certain. persons without any 
personal acquaintance with them. I Bu~ the important 

young 'girl who' comes td U!l from British Guiana. 'She 
was' a Romanist; and she was brought ·to a ~nowledge of . 
·Christ t)lrou'gh the insirumentality of some of our" peo-
ple. I met her back here after the service, and she said, 
evidently with joyful anticipation: "I'm going to be 'bap­
tized tonight." She s'aid, i"Not because I am afraid of 
'Him, 'but 'because now with··all my heart I love Him, and-' 
I want to do that which is pleasing to· Him." That is 
the way to o]tey His cO'mmandments - to ·submit to that 
ordinance, and to' this, and to all other divine require:" 
ments, whatever they may 'be: "If ye "love me (ye will) 
keep my commandme~t~." 

Our Lord Jesus, tne same night in which He was be-
, trayed, said with infinite tenderness to His disciples, "Do 

not forget me; keep me always in mind, whatever you do. 
And I am leaving you an ordinance which will help you 

.f 

, thing f.or JIS as believers is that we should learn somehow, 
by -the ministry. of thl} Divin~ Spirit, to keep. the ~rd 
Jesus in continuous remembrance. I. did not· say "con-' 
tinual", I said "continuous", never, never forgett~ng Him, 

I. 

to rememoer." It may seem almost absurd, - the sug­
gestion that flashes into my, mind. A, wi.fe says to her 
husband who is going ilowri ·toyvn, "I wonder if you would ....: 
do so and so for me?" . He replies, "'Gladly, my dear,' if 

First, we must remember FOR OUR OwN ~ SAKE.. I can remember' ft." "Will you let me tie something on 
It i,s well that we should'. remember ail good your finger so -that you wi'll not forget it 1" pid you ever 
people, and like. the apo.stle, ~ give thanks. at the re- . bear that? Later he looks lilt it, and remem'bers it is a 
.membrance of many of them. What a ~eritage we have -promise he has made ·tosomeone he loves, and he says,/ 
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. . .. 
"I must go 'and do-that!' The Lord Jesus ·said, "I:want ing to get to sleep, to be ready for the morning." So they 
you to r.emember me, and I am 'going to give you an or- bade each other "Good night," and. turned over to go 
dinance that you may. frequently observe, that wiil help to s'leep .. This friend said, "I lay avyake for a good long 
you just to keep. me always in mind.". ' time, but I thought my companion had gone to sleep. He 

Let m,e say to all believers here, -that that is the only was perfectly quiet, an,d very still. After perhaps an 
.' true cI1terion of spiritual.development. By all means let- hour/' lie said, "Grant- said, 'Well, good night, Lord Jesus, 

us know the Word of God" ·better., I ,have known some we have had a lovely time,' and in a moment he was 
people who were walking Biblical textbooks, but who were , sleeping like a little child." How the .child-ren, come to 
as devoid of spiritual fee'ling as coull,! be: "Search the father and mother before they go to bed ·for their go~d 
scriptures; for in them ye think y'e have eternal life : and night kiss! What is your prayer at night?, - ju~t a 
they are they which testify of me." Make sure i~ the mechanica'l prayer, 6r is it an hour of real communion? 
study of the Scripture that you always find-your way to And can you say at 'the end; "Good night, Lord Jesus, ") 
Christ. And in our prayers. I wonder how we pray. we ,have had ~ lovely time"? That is' what it is to ·be a _ 
.J am afraid 'sometimes it is like filling out a printed slip 'Christian ~ to know iChrist, and to be on terms of per­
froin some departmental store, sending in Sin order for sorial intimacy with 'Him, 'H(l said, ,,'Remember .me/' 
this 'and that 'and the 'other thing, with no more ·interest. "This do in remembrance of me:" And if you and I ar, 
in the great Storekeeper than you have in the President to be the Christians w~ ou'ght to be that wil'l :b'e the great 
of one of these departmental stores - just' a place to go desideratum, the sine qua non' of peace and power' and 
to ge.t somethi:rig.. No, 'no, that is not how to pray. We progress - a daily and- hpurly fellowship mome~t by mq­
pray in His Name; we·are identified with Him; we are ment with Jesus IChrist. . He is not an ·absentee-Savioul';· 
merged in Him. Let me tell you, God will never hear your . He..is here. We must rem,ember Him, therefore, for our 

.. 'prayer:-:- He nevEri' has.' He'will" never hear my prayer --.:... . own sake; ,'. .. .. 
'He never has.' 'Somebody says, "I ani a great ,believer in· . 

. p.rayer." I am not. To me -it is the greatest wonder in II., 
the' world th'at' any 'one: 'of' my' prayers should ever get Then 1" tlifnl( WEiSHOtiLi> 'l,iEMEMBER' HIM:" FOR. HI., 
through to ·God. But I know how it happened. Perhaps SAKE.' I fear we do, not sufficiently dwell upon those 
I have told you before, but I think it waS in Hamilton . Scriptures which assure 'us that the Lord's portion is in 
many years ago, ,that I was going along the street, and His people. ,Haven't you wondered when you have seen 
I saw a little girl trying to post a letter, trying to put it some mothers with fretful children, and you ,have said, 
in' the pillar 'box. 'She got up on ,lier tip-toes, but s'h~ "How can ·they endure it day and night?" Mother takes 
could not reach. Then she took one hand to try.and lift the child in her al'JIlS and soothes it, and it' goes 'off to 
the lid, and jumped, but she could not reach it. She put sleep, and wakes again just 'to cry. You could not do it. 
h~r hands down a1tp.ostin.des,pair,sihe looked up Ilnd down, 'Nobody but mother could do -that. Solomon was wise, 
and ,saw me coming., She was on,ly ,a'little. girl, and I you remember, when h-e was 'ca:lled' upon :to make that 
suppose I looked to her as thou'gh I could reach almost decision, and he said, "Bring me a sword." "No, no, said 
a~ything .. 'She came running up to me, and holding up her the one woman; let her have it," "Give that child to that 
letter" said, "Please sir would you post my letter for' woman; s'he' is the true mother." Has it 'occurred to you 
me? I cannot reach." I took, her back to the post box - that -the Lord Jesus takes a special pleasure in you? Do' 

, I saw it was duly 'stamped - and I s'aid, '''Now I will just you like to hear of people who like you?: Why a man 
lift you up, then you can post it." So I lifted her up, and called me the other day---'he is a lawyer, and a 'very prom­
she put it in the -box .. When we come to the High and inent lawyer, too. He said, "You know I read your paper, 
Lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, stand.·,on tip-toes as and I enjoY it." And he said, "I tell my friends that 
we mB;y, we ca~m?t reach. ~ut ~e stoops and lif~s us U? Dr. Shields is not the .narrow fanatic they think he is, 
That IS what It IS to pray m HIS Name, He sta,mps It .that he is one of the broadest and most Uberal-minded 
wfth ~is approval, and it. goes. before the Father ~aving;' men of my acquaintance." I 'said, "Thank you for that 

c ~bout It a sweets~vor o~ ChrIst., What I am tr!mg to exceptional estimate." And, 'believ~ it or nO,t, though J 
Impress upon ypu IS the Importance of remembermg the had never seen him I was rather p'leased. Yesterday wall 
Per~on .of Christ., When !9.!l cOlI!e to chu~ch her~ you are a muddy day, and I decided it wa~ no use to get my car 
not mdI~ferent 'to your mInIster, ~d to hIS~sso~late, and washed. Today is a cold day, and the sun is bright. I' 
Mr. Whitcombe~ We alI apprecIate your Interest, and would like it a little warmer but after all I thought I 
your affectio~" but you must not. come here to hear us. had so such--mud yesterday I 'COUld put' up with the sun­
"Where two or three are gathered ·tog~ther in my name, shine and cold .. And' when you have had thirty or forty. 
there am I in the midst of them." You may omit the rest years of slander your heart warms alittle if somebody 
that some I?~ple add - :'and that 'to ,bless.'( You d? not .. has $ome kind ,thing to say about you" I -think you are 
need that: 'It IS not so wrItten. You need H~m, that ~8 all. even pleased if the Pastor says some ,kind thing about 

. And so in all oui" activities we must keep t.he Lord you, 'are you not? I have heard of many' who were. 
'always before us. "I have ,set ·the Lord always before Ah, 'Qut woiild you n9t like to be sure that the Lord 
me: because he is a-t my right'hand', I shall not. be moved." jesus has some kind thing to say about you? Would you 

Many years ago a minister, who was older than I, told not like to -be sure every hour of the day - "I know 
me of a certain great 'Canadian preacher whom he had . Somebody Who never forgets me; I know Somebody Who 
known ,quite intimately, who' was a great saint. His p.ever ·withdraws His love from me; I know ·Someone ~o 
name 'was Alexander Grant: My friend said' that they always finds de'light in the'remembrance of me." Then 
were attending'a Convention, or ~omething of the sort" you loo'k in the glass and say; '~Is that the 'Person ?t' I 

, and they were ,:bilIeted together, and shared the same do not understand it, but it is true. He it is who sal.d, 
room. They talked, and talked, and talked, as ministers ' ~'~ do love you; I do remember yOU! But will you be. a 
wi'll when they get together. Then at last one 01'-, the little reciprocal? Will you remember me, and keep me in 
other,said, "Well I suppose it is a'bout time we were try- 'mind also-1." All of us like to be re,membered, even if it 

'\ . \ 
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is only with 'a Christmas card. 'There is somebQdy you 
have not seen for twenty-fiv.e years, or a long time, and 
you get a card, and you say, "They actually remember 
me after a'll that time. Wasn't that nice?" How happy 
you are'to !be remembered.' .' 
- Now the Lord Jesus, may I reverently· say, is happy to 
be remembered. He likes to know that He is remem­
bered. Some people test my memory sometimes .. I/do not 
~hink it is particularly kind, to ten you the truth. 'Som,e­
one says, "How are you 10 You don't remember me ?'.' As 
though that were a crime. They never stop,-to think 
whether there is anything about them to remember or 
not. But that is the offence - "You do not remember 
me.". But if you can, how pleased. they are. 

I remember a story of Mr. Spurgeon. A man was in­
troduced,. to hipt on.e Sunday evening as Mr. Patridge. 
Mr. Spurgeon s~ook hands with him, and greeted him 
cordially, and went to his pulpit.. It was all of a year 
after that that this man visit~d the Ta'bernacleagain, 
and when he met Mr. ·Spurgeon, Mr. Spurgeon said, "How 
ale you Mr. Partridge.?" ·'Not quite right Mr. Spur~' 
'geon," he said, "not Partridge, but Patridge." Mr. Spur­
geon replied, "I am sorry; I will not make game of. you 
again." -0 yes, "The Lord hearkened, and heard it, and 
a book of remembrance was written." He loves to be re-
membered. . 

I am sure th~t as often as we meet here it is not the 
Pastor, but the Lord of this' house, Who presides. And, 
I think He looks ·around to see who are here. "What! 
So and So absent. Have they forgotten Me, they are 
not here tonight?" If we' really believed the love God 
has for us, and how ~he loves to be remembered by liS, I 
think we would never let an opportunity pass of being 
where He is. 

being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your- chil­
d,ren, . how much more shall your Father which is in 
heaven ·give good things to them that ask him?" . I re­
mind you. that He loves us, and He wants us to love Him. 
And He especially as~s us to remember Him'in this feast. 
I am glad that nobody knows where the grave of-·Jesus 
was. I know they speak of the Holy Sepulchre, but no­
body knows. ··Our Roman Catholic friends talk about the . 
wood of the cross, ·but there is none. He ieft us no such 
relics as that: . 

UA /' round a table, not a tomb, 
He willed our gathering-place should he. 

When going to prepare our home, . 
Our S~vioti.r said, 'Reme~n:ber Me.' " . . 

. Absalom 'Sl,lfd in his lifetime, the beautiful Absalom you 
remember, "1 have no son to keep my name in remem­
brance." And so he .piled a heap of stones,' and it is . 
catled "Absalom's Pillar", thEl Scripture says: to this day. 
I kne'Y a certain pJ;'ominent religious leader - I never 
was very, much impressed :by him, and I was not sur.., 
pri-sed when somebody confidentially told me of one item 
'in his. w.ill that was never puhlished - he left five thou­
sand d611ars in his will for the erection 'of a: monument' 
over his grave in the cemetery. Well if you have noth­
ingelse for which to be remembered you had better get 
a· monument. But I like ·this better. "This do in re­
membrance of me." 

" 

. . 
"Of ,no fond relics, sadly dear, . 

o Master! are Thine own possessed: 
The. crown of thorns, the cros's, the spear, 

The purple robe, the seamless: vest. 
"Nay, relics are for those who mourn -

The memory of 'an absent friend; 
Not f!:bsent Thou, nor we forlorn:­

'With you each day until the end:''' . 'Somewhere, I a~ not sure where, but I rather think 
it is in one of Dickens' works, I read a story of someone 
who went into a cemetery, and ,noted some of the graves. III. 
He saw the old sexton there, and he said, "Do the people But I must hasten, for I have another. word I must say 
who lay their loved ones here, come often afterwards to ,to you. There is a fuz'ther reason 'Why we should re­
the grave?" .Said the sexton, "Sometimes right after the m~ber Him,. and why we ~hou~d remember Him sp~cifi­
funeral almost every day, .and then for a while perhaps ca:!ly after thIS m~nner .. He saId, "For as onen as ye eat 
every week, and then every month, and then unless' we thIS bread, and drInk thIS cup, YE DO SHEW (OR PRO­
cut them the weeds grow -up. They have other interests, 'CLAIM) THE LORD~S DEATH TILL HE 'COME." My 
and they have forgotten." I knew a man, a great man of' dear frIends, we do not need any other gospel, do we? 
God he was, a great preacher of the gospel, and ·a great Wg..must go on proclaiming the Lord's death. I become>:> 
lover ?f the Lord. He had just one child, one daughter. a bit weary of reading in repOrts of certain religious 
He and his wife sacrificed everything that they might gatherings of the appointm~nts of boards and commit­
have a . little to' leav.e behind. He died, and not so very tees, and all the setting up Of a ·great ecclesiastical ma­
Ion,!!' afterwards his wife fono~ed him to the grave. But chi.n~ of some sort; To do ,wh~t? To do what o,nly the 
after her husband's death she had a modest stone erected' SPIl'llt of 'God can do'-- make new creatu'l'es in Christ 
over his grave, and when she died her name was added Jesus. You cannot make th~m by machinery. They are 

-' to his upon that ·stone. It is not very far from my plot not turned out on the assem!bly line. I will tell you 'how 
in the cemetery, which I visit often, and whenever I am> they are made, - "\y.e do (proclaim) the Lord's death." 
there I always drive around and stop opposite that tomb-' That is all. That is our business. That is the central 
stone, and think of the man of ·God I used to know. But truth of Divine revelation; it is atl-encompassing.. He, 
there is never a flower there, and never any evidence . the God-man, is the Centre of this Temple of Truth we 
o'f care or remembrance. Father and mother. gave her call the Bible; and the centre of all that He "is and 'was 
everything, but they hadn't been long gone before they and did was His. death. You saw it in the baptism this 
were forgotten. I suppose that is human nature .. But evening, and it is here in this ordinance. You may for­
Jesus said, "Do not.put me in the category of those whom get other things perhaps, 'but never forget that Jesus 
you have forgotten." "This do in remembrance of. me," : died for you. Never forget that we live by His death. 

I wish when you study the Word' of 'God you would give' And "as often as. (we) eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
thqught to this principle, to see how often the Word .... of (we'proclaim) the Lord's death." 
God suggests that Heaven has the profoundest interest "Oh thou, my soul, forget no more . 
in :God's childre~. "Like as a father pitieth his children, The Friena Who all thy sorrows !bore· 

th Lo d 't" th th th t f . Let every idol be forgot, . . , so e r PI Ie em. a ear ·him." "If ye then, But, 0 my soul, forget Him not!" 

; . 

, 
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"FOR AS MANY OF YOU AS H"A VE BEEN 
BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST HAVE 

PUT ON CHRIST" /. 

A Sermon 'by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 
. " 

How long? Until they have time to revise and revamp 
and rewrite the gospel, and even publish a new version 
of the Scripture ~ I have not said much about it, I think 
I shall when I have had time thoroughly to examine it. 
'The Apostle to the Hebrews quotes the forty-fifth psalm 
in 'Support of the thellis'that Jesus i,s God thusr "But unto 
the Son he saith, Thy throne, o God, Js for ever - Preached in Jarvis "Street Baptist.Church, Toronto 
and ever.'" But ·this pitiful ~evise~ Version says, "Thy Sunday Morning, February 1st, 1953 
divine -Throne endures for ever and ever." Dq we 'need (Ele~tricallY Recorded) 
such amendments? A High Schoo'l teacher came to me "For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ 

- a year or so ago and said, "I would like to have your have put on Christ."-Ga;latians 3:27. 
help." I ·said, "What for?" She said, "I would like to 
re-write the Bible, especially the ~ew Te~tament, so that I FREQl.fENTLY have "inquiries,very often from per- , 
children can understand it." I said, "I think'you will.. sons whom I do not know, as to what they shall do to 
discover that the Spirit of God knows how to make Him- . be saved: No more important question could engage the 
self known to a little child better than you do." What. thought of men than t<:> know how to be saved, and what 
nonsense! "Ye 'do (proclaim) the Lord's death," that salvation rea'lly is, and what it really does. 
central eternal fact of the Lamb slain from the founda- Need I t~ll you we are not' sa~ed by any external or­
tioiJ. of the world. How long?, "Till he come." Till the dinance, we are not saved by bapt~sm, nor by the ob­
white horse and his 'Rider shall .come down the skies, and servance of the Lord's Supper, though there are not want­
all creation shall be heard exclaiming,. "Worthy is the jng people 'who believe. both these things. Salvation is a 
Lamb that. was slain to receive power, and. riches, anQ spiritu·al.experience. As we came to the pulpit this morn­
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and bless- ing you werE! singing the· hymn, "Ye Must Be Born 
ing." Let us abide then by the gospel. Again;" and it ·is forever true that "that which is born 

"A glory gilds the sacred page, 
Majestic like the 'sun; 

It gives a light to every age; 
It gives, 'but 'b~rrows none . .. 

/ 

,. 

"The h;nd that 'gave it still supplies 
The 'gracious light and heat: / 

Its truths upon the nations rise; 
'flhey rise, but never set. 

"Let everlasting thanks ,be Thin,e 
For such a bright display 

As ~akes a world of dark,ness shine 
with beams of heavenly day. 

"My soul rejoices to pursue 
The steps of Him I love, 

Till ,glory 'breaks upon my view· 
: In brighter worlds above." 

SiNGLENESS OF AIM 
That emine~t .. ornitholog{st! A;t. Audubon, who prod~ced 

accurate drawmgs and descnptlOns of all the birds of the 
American Continent, made the perfection of that work 
the one object of ~ life. In order to achieve this he had' 
to earn his own living by paInting portraits; and other 
labours; he had to traverse frozen seas, forests canebrakes 
jungles, prairies, mountains, swollen rivers, and pestilentiai 
bogs. He expos<:d himself t~ perils of every sort, and . 
underwent hardships of every·kind. Now, whatever Audu­
bon was doing, he was fighting his way towards 'his one 
object, the production of his history of American birds. 
Whether he. was painting a lady's portrait, paddling a 
canoe, shootmg a racoon, or fellIng a tree, his one drift 
~as a bird-book. He had said to himself, "I mean to q.arve 
my name amongst the naturalists as having produced a 
complete ornithological.work for America," and this resolu­
tion ate him up, and subdued his whole life. He accom­
..,li.shed . his work because he gave himself wholly to it. 
This is the way .in which the Christian man should make 
this one thing, "That I may fini~h my course with joy, that 
I may deliver my testimony for Christ, that I may glodfy 
God whether I live or .die." 

---C. H. SP~GEON 

of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit 
is spirit," and that "flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God." Therefore we must be boin from 
above. Christ must be formed in us, the hope of glory. 

I. 
How 'rHEN Is SALVATION RECEIVED~ The Scripture 

teaches that salrotion consists in the reception of Christ: 
"As many as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God . . . which were born, not of 
blood, ~nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of ·God." We are· begotten by the word of Truth, by 
the Holy Ghost. A new life is implanted within. "If 
any man be in 'Christ, he is a new creature." He is made 
a new creature just as man was created in the begin-" 
ning, when God said, "Let us' make man in our image, 
after our likeness." :So then no ordinance, no church, no 
preacher, no 'kind of human influenc~ or persuasion, cali 
avaU to make one pass from death unto life. "Salvation 
belongeth unto the Lord." And whenever and wherever 
a soul ·passes from death to life, a miracle has been 
wrought -, the miracle of the virgin birth, the miracle 
of the resurrection. These have been repeated in the 
experience of orie subject to the gracious power of the 
Holy Ghost, 

Now I want to make that very p'lain, that fi"st of all 
we must receive (Jhrist, we m'li.8<t 'believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, we must accept Him, appraise Him, esti­
mate Him, afHis own valuation. We must receive Him. 
as One Who' comes to do exactly what,He said He had 
come to do. He came to 'give li'fe. That -is the question 
for every one. of us - Have we really rec!eived Jesus 
Christ? 

II. 
Then if we ha,ye, MANY OF Us HAVE BEEN. BAPTIZED, 

AND THOSE WHO HAVE NOT BEEN BAPTIZED, WHO HAVE 
BELIEVED ON THE LoRD JESUS, OUGHT To BE. In New 
Testament times that stood on the' very threshold of 

. 'Christian experience. It foIIowed al~s, without any 
exception, as a matter of course. Jesus, commanded. His 
'disciples: "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, bap­
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the -Son, 
and of the Holy GhOst." 

. , 
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: ... : My qU'estioti this·;thor·nm.g is:' having .:J,"~~i~ed .. Christ, .. ·and he identifies lii'mself as·'a: :soldier 'of the' Quee~. ':Now 
· and having, as I hope, ·been baptized:into 'Christ,or if we -"as many of you as have been bap.tized into Christ ha:ve 

have not; d'esii-ing to be baptIz,ed inte:> :Christ, what fol- put on Chris't.'" We have put on the uniform. We have 
lows? . What does it mean to be a baptized belieyer? "For, said to the world, "I am identified with ·Christ. '1' accept 
as many of you as have been baptized into ,Chril'!t ;Q.ave aU tpe responsibilities of that position.· I am Christ's 
put on' Chiist." Bapt~sm' is a divinely ~rdered' method. representative; I am His agen't! I:am h~re to ~o JIi~ wjIl .. 
of confession. "Men .and 'brethren, :what sh,alI "we do?" -Henceforth I ·shall not complam If .. you· expect from me' 
"Repent . and 'be haptized ·every. one of you." And all such conduct as is worthy of a . disciple of Jesus Christ." 
through' the. New Testament that order was obse~e'd. That -is what it means to put on Christ - to·be identified 
We are to confess Christ in His way. That is what bap-' ',~ith Him, to wear His livery,.". ' 
t.ism means. It means a confession of our unio~ with " The man who com,e'S to rea,d your gas meter or your 
Jesus Christ. I have of ten 'put, it ilJ. this silIl'ple fashion. electric meter wears a uniform. What for? Just th.at ' 
Th,e person ibaptized confesses, "I recognize in ~he del;lth. you may recognize him as identifieil_ with the company , 
of. Jesus :Christ' my de:ath; ~ was· crucified WIth. HIm. to which you owe ap.. obligation. He comes to. write d?wn 
'He bore ~y sins in His own body on the tree,. and when your obIig~tion, and the name' of his company is upon 

· He ~ied I died in HiIl}/' . ;Sut being ba~tize~ ,~e~ns m?re . J;lis hat. A d~}i.ve~y man co~es to the ?oor,. an.d ~ou. dl? 
than tb·at. It means that we ha.ve been buneft Wtth H~m. not know who he IS, but he wears a .un·lform; slgmfymg 

· We have said 'Good.:bye, to. the old life. "We are 'b9rieii that 'he comes fromsu'ch a store" or s'uch a company .. -So, 
with him by baptism iato death." .. We ar~,henceforth to my dear friends, we-ar.e ,identified by our baptjsm w~th 
reckon':o1.i.rselves dead· indeed unto sin, but alive unto God J Eis'us iChrist. .we represent' Him. ~Some of, my' 'minis-' 
through Jesus . Christ our- Lord. Our "Lord speaks very terial 'brethren wear what they call a Roman 'coIiar, a 
i!xpU.citly about the ~uty' of confessing Him. He sa~s, clerical cc:>l'Iar. I have' nl? .object.ion·. to it; .let ~nyone wear, 
·'Whosoever therefore s'hall. confess me before men, hIm it, and' a robe besides if he waIits to, if that is· necessary 
will I confess also before 'my Fa'ther ·w!J.ich is in h~aven," to identify h,im. But I cannot help' believing that a min­
which. does.not mean I 9eliev,e oI).ly tliat'-in. the day of ist~r of ,Christ .. ought to be'such a. man that he will be • 
judgment He will confess us before the Father .. It means -identified without any distinctive' garb at all. , His char­
that even now, tne moment, having received Him, weacter; his conduct, .his spirit, his whole demeanor, ought 
here conf~s Him before·.m~n;.at th~t same time ~e con- to mark him out as being' Christ's m~l!,' An'd that should 

. -' 

fesses. us before the Father a~d HIS holy angels. That . be equally true of every beli~ver. . .. ' 
- ~s ~ha~ H~ said ',about repeIitenc~ ;Y()u rem~mb~r:. ·"'There , . I remember havjng .an amusing El,.xperience whEm my 

IS.Joy·~n the.p'~esencEl. of the ang.~.ls of ;Go~'-;- not the~e wife .. and .. l, in company with Dr. MdCaul, .. were motoring '. 
. shal'l be, Ibut there is always -'- over one s~nner that r~- down it little distance. in the Southland .. We went, to a . ' . 

.'. '·penteth." . And similarly .. there is j~y i~ th~·.~rese~ce of. Motel to' find accommtidati6:it, ·an"d .. a. woman- cam"eout of' 
the angels of 'God when .our Lord Jesus uleI?-tlfles ~l.mself the office and as she looked' at us she said "You are two. 

". 

, with I.I,S,· ~nd .cori~e~ses .us befor~, ~he Fat~er. "Ile IS P9~ . 'ciergyro~~, are~'t: you '?" ·1 'said, "Wha~' in~kes you. tlii!lk' 
ashamed, the ScrIpture says,. to call ~us) brethren. that?" 'She :sald, "My daughter looked out of the offIce 
How 'stran'ge, how. utterlY.,foohslt, tha,t any ma,n !!~o~l~ 'wino6w" and. she '~aid, 'Here· come ~Vyo preachers.''' I 
:ev:er,·u~der any cl~~q.m~.~anc~s whatsoever, ~e.ashame~ said, "We wear. no' distinctive garb". . What m~kes.'yol.r .' 

· to ·acknowledge 'Chnst! He IS not' ashamed to call <.us) think so 1<" .. "I 'do not know" she said, "just instinct I > .. br~thren." ,And, I' belie,~~ ~~~t .w~en we. are b~pbzed guess. 'i~ut .we knew Yot,1,w~re.': . There was .. not milch" 
God, doe If then Hear. t?~ confessIon of HIS Son m our. in that, Ibecause -·it was' just an impression before ever 

. behalf. J ,_":.. • , '. we had spOken: But I shpuld"be sorry to company with 
I 'have often said to you I recall my own :baptism. "It 'anyone for days together and for them to fail to 'recog-

,. was. the ·first 'experience of spi'rituru joy I had.· I did nQt nize that· I was a Christian, or a minister of Christ. 
see heaven open,' and I did'l)ot hear a voice' from heaven,' There would be something sadly wrong with that. 
but I had the assurance at that moment. that God, in t~e There was' a "ma~ I 'Knew well. . When I c~me to this 
.i,nfin~t~de of H;is grace, ~ad m~de. it possible for thIS . church he p~t 'both arms around me, as though I was 
poor' sinner .to do one th~ng WIth WhICh ~~ was wetl the only thing alive. But after a while he became restive 
p.leased.. ,That a.ct of 'obedle~ce b~?ught me th~ ans,!er under the ministry, and he left and went somewhere else . 
Qf _a: ·good.co:nsclence tpward God.: Oh,. there IS no JOy He ,became in due course' a deacon of a certain' churc;h. 
like that, to have the overwhelmmg assurance tha~. we A certain man went camping with him and some others,' 
have been Drought i.nto divine favour, .and . th~t now we and this man told me this himself.. This' other man was 
are one with 'God. What a .ble~sed thmg It IS to kn~w a doctor, and he said, to this former Jarv~s Street, m~m­
that ~e ~a.ve an Advocate W:Ith the FlI:ther, Jesus Ch.l"lst ber, who felt so uncomfortable here:' ~'So and So, are you 
the.:rlghte'ous .. So as m~ny of .us as ha,:"e been bapbzed Ii 'Christian?" "Why," he said, ~'I am'a Deacon of such 

.into 'Christ. have~IIiade confeSSIOn of .. Hlm, and He, has a; church." 'He said,"ThaCis not my. .question; .I. know: , . 

. co~fesse~ us' befQre God. . " iliat. But. I am' asking you, al;e you. a Christi-an ?"< He . '. 
" ,':. III. ~ "said, "What makes you a!!k t,hht?:' He s~i.i", "Because.T 
But it is ,more tha~' that too; it 'is ~1I .t.hat in respect have' I~ved with you for two weeks, and I 'have n?! .see~ 

to Heaven, an·d..the· things ,oJ I the, spiritu~ .w~rId. .1~ut. one .~hmg.about. ~ou to SU.ggellt t~at ~?~. ar~ a :~hrlstlan; 
IN OuR· ~'AfTISl'4 . BEEORE.MEN· WE IDEN'rIFY OURSELVES . Ah,. !D~, dear ~rle!lds, tha~ .o~~ht· ~o .~~ Imposslbl.e to '!lny 

· As ,BEING··CtfRIS'r'S MEN:AND' ·CHRIS~'S' WOM~N. Th~ '9.f ~11,. for as man~ of \US~, ~s ha,ve been.bapbze~ mto .. 
. soldier-enlists' in the army,.-imd'he receive~ his shilIiilg,' C~rlst h~ve put .on Chrl~t. ~ .And. w~. shou~d have ~ut 

,.' ,. 01'" wha'tever :.it;is, a,. tokeri· 'of 'his, enlistment: 'Hut· you:' H~m on m ~uch.a.wlI:y, I;\I.~. ,to Plake !tl!Dpq~s~QI~ ·~ha~.,He··. : l . 

. . t h' 'n' t'he' street and you ·do ·not' know him' from "shou'ld -be' dIsgUIsed. Have you put ~n 'Chrlst?1 Are you' mee. 1m 0 '. . . ' h Ch . t' . . Ch . t' .., any·otlier."civilian:,- But presently he ~uts on his uniform, marked everyw ere·as . rls s ~~n, or nil s women. 
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There is anC?ther thing.· "As ~many of you as have been. Her htisb~d .was. a very ~ine sort a! human ciph~r, al}d, 
baptized into·..:Christ have put on ,Christ," means they she was the head of the house;, But every time I .met, 
have advertised ·their separation unto Christ from the . her she. told me of her having been elected- to another 
world. We are dead tp the world ·by the body of Christ. board. She was on this board and on the other board 
If you had a very dear friend. for whom you had the ap:d on this committ"E!e and the'other committee and sh~ 
highest possible respe,ct, and if that friend was. mur-· was appointed to pour tea, and to do 'this and 'that and 
dered, and if it were possible for his murderers to escape the,o~her. Vanity of vanities, all.is vanity! 'Th~t was 

,custody, and still to move a!p.ong their fellows, knowing h.er hfe, and she was' as proud of her supposed distinc­
that his blood was lipon. them could you 'keep company tIons as any peacock of'its tail. She waS committeeing 
with the murderers of your friend? Can you keep com- her .way to Heaven, professing to be a Christian.. I 

pany with the .world that crucified your Saviour, and' 
would crucify Him again, ,who do in fact "'crucify .. ; I said I belo~ge~. to all .the boards and all the commit- , 
the Son of God afr.esh, and put him to an open shame"? tees.. They s~ld, We wlll hav:e to have the Pastor of 
Could you keep company with those who deny His Name? JarvIS Street. . But I foun~ ~t necess.ary to Jake my 
We are dead to sin by the body of:Christ. The cross and stan(i. for the BIble, ,a.nd I dId not need to. resi·gn. from' 
His empty grave stand between us and the old life. Buried ",the B?a:ds. I have not had,~n invitation to ~ ministerial 
with.,him, we are risen _ what for? To walk in newness a·~soc~atio.n for ~or~than thIrty years. They do not in~ 
of life, entirely separated. .Nothing should ever charac- vlte ~e. .Do you thmk I ·am C?ffend~d? No, I am highly 
terize you anywhere or at any time at wor.k· or-,at pla~ comph~ented.. Do you kn,o~ why? .• They say, "What is 
t~at is unworthy of a .man or woman who is aDsolu~ly . the us;' he would nO.t come. Do you .know why !:would' 
dlvo~ced from the W9rld and shut up to Jesus Christ. n~t go. Because I f~und-that whe~ I went l ha~ elt~er to 

, You say,?, "That is a narrow conception of ·Christ." ,fIght, o~ else leave. the company WIth a gullty conscIence,· 
. Yes, I ~xpect it is. A woman has' many friends; she is ,fo; havmg been sIl.ent ~h.e!I the Deity ~f my Lord" or 

frt:e to go where she)il{es. Then at last sfte aCcepts the' .l!IS ver~city, and I~falhblhty ,;ere demed.. Too of~n. 

• j-

· proposal of one man, that they shall no longer be twain . t~me w~s spe~t tea~mg my Lor~ s ~ook to pIeces, or dlS-
but one. Their interests are identical. . You talk~, her. hono~~lp.g. HIS Name.. At 18;st I saId, "I cannot be with. " 
after that: ",Could you come' -to so and so.?" Perhaps . th~m. ," . '. ',.. .' . 

.. '" 

, .' 

somet~mes she. may, but if you want to be sure she will' ,My d~a: frie~ds, jf Y9,U go without the' camp' with ., 
come you say, "'Could you and your husband come and,see .. Sesus· 'C.?~ISt, ~h~ world ,will.cross y,O,U off its caning .lisk: 
us?" You had better invite him tOQ, for .if .yo,u invite her They wIll !lot se!ld you any invitations, and you will be 
alone very often she will say, "You know' I 'cannot very ~1I' ~he h~ppier. "As many 'Of you"'as ·l).avErb"een bapti~ed ". 
",veIl go ju~t where fancy' takes me now; I prefer' to 'be 11lto,'C~rIst.~~ye p.?t:on .. Cpri~t." /rQ~y ;will.say,:"He.is ..... 
where my husband is. I shall have to talk to 'hiin about .. ' ~ f.a,~atIc; he. IS relIgIOUS .seve~ days of the"week." . So be:' , 
it, .and. if it suits his cop,venience and his .pleasu.re. we It.- ~od gra~t: that it ~a~ be so.. '''He is-very riarr.ow .. " 
coutd com'e together." You .say, "0 you live that 'narrow Yes, Just as narrow as thIS great :aook. "He is intoler­
lile; you are shu,t UJ> to your husband's company?" 'She "'~nt:" ·O~ ~o~rse~e.is;·he. is .i.ntole'rimt:of·any'thing that 
says, '~That is what my marriage vows meant -, I am shut . Impugn,s, the aut~oi"ity of his Lord" or dishonours . His 
. up to one man. I live with him and for 'him;' as he lives . N~e. We will have no'ne of it .. ~he apostle Paul was 
with me and for. me., We ardnl!eparable.~' .Do you call '~al~ fello! w~l! met, you ·know .... HEflbeloIiged" to the iJ].- • 
.that a narr9W life?' It is a perfectly normalltfe. telh.gentsIil, a gr~at. scholar,' aIi.d'.~~ great· religious leader,. 

My dear 'friends, if you believe on the Lor.d Jesus un~.I1!-e. me~IChrl~t ~l}d therell:ftez:., ~·straigh.tway preached' 
Christ you are married to. Him, arid you nave no right to 'Chrlst l~ the synagoguge 'that He i~ the 'Son 01 'God." \ 
have any interest that is alien 'to His interests, to, go 'Wh~n he' said th~t, they sai'd, :"We 'have done with him." 
anywhere that' H.e will not ~o, nor where He is not in~ . Be l?yal to· ChrIst; and the .wodd will have nothing to 
vited, or to do anything ,that He will not do. You have do WIth you except to persecute. you. ' . -
put on Christ. . .. : I. wonder if any'of you young ladies' find difficulties 

I have quoted my good' friend Dr. Philpott. ,in a very sometimes in the office? I will tell you how to avoid 
simple o'bservation, and I quote him, again to ,the same . 

. BOOKS AND BOOKLETS 
By ,DR •. T. 'T. SHIELDS 

effect. One ISunday morning when I was indisposed I 
heard him 'Over the radio, and he was urging upon young 
people the necessity of being wholly ·given up to Christ. 
He assumed somebody's .saying,/ "But Dr. Philpott, if I 
do that I shall hav~ to give up all my friends." "0 no 
vou will not," he sai.~, "you let lall the worl'd know that "Other Little Shlps-,_·_---'-____________ -fZh .. 

~ you belong· to Christ and the wor.ld will give you up." ''The Plot Th.t F.lled" ~~---:-------:.....-- 2.ao 
And so it will. ' , Speclellll~str.ted N~mber of .S~pt. 28 - _____ .21 

When I became Pastor' of this church within a:boilt·two. "RulI~"'sm ·o~· Ruthe~orcll.",", 11. p.ge. __ _ 
· or three months they had put me on every Interdenomina-
tional 'Committee in town. 'r used to get pos~rds 'ootifY- . ''The .~.p.cy in th~Llg~t ~ Sc,i~"", 26 pages --.-:... 
ing me of; Committee m~etings,· sometimes a: sheaf of, 'jhe Oxfo~.: 6ro"!P ~n~'lYHd'"'' ", . ..; 
t~em.in a week. I said to my associate at· that 'time, "If-. ':~~Kiii.d in :Adio~ 'Me.n '6on~ ~~ .·He.ven7" ' -

'I attended 'tb'ese" meetings I should have no· time to do . "The Christi~n' Attitude. T_.rei Amu.emenh" ----

.2& . 

.21 

.os 

.0& 

;os' 
.anything else.~' I know some preachers who do. A minis- ''The Sod of All Comfort" . .;..' __ _,__--- .. _ .os 
terial friend, speaking o~ anpthermini&ter, ·said, '~Iie is ~. 

· committeeing his. way ,to Heaven: ... He is' so busy attend- . .,' '., rh. Gosp.' ·WHn.ss 

\ 

ing to alI~ these things that he hasn't time for his own' 13Q' Gerrard ~stie.,' East,: Toronto.2· Cenada .... 
work." I kn~w a good woman' - I had been her guest. .. I...;. ___ ---:-...-.:.~..;.._--.-.:-:----..;.:,.---r-.:.:, ''..,...., 
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the difficulty. Put the flag to' the top of' the mast be-
I , 

'fore the crisis comes. Let everybody know that you have 
put on .Christ, no matter what they call you. Then you 
will find them over in the corner whispering. "Let's see, 
whom shall we invite?" They are going to have a party, 
or they are going to have a dance. They will say, "It 
is no use to invite }:1er; she wouldn't, come." Ah, may 
you deserve tha(.compliment! Be so definitely and dis­
tinctly marked' as belonging to 'Christ that it will.be im­
possible that anybody should mistake you for anyt;hing 
but a sincere 'Christian. Then you will .be Invited only' 

, where ,Christians are ~elcorne. 
A cer.tificate of membership iI,l a .Baptist church ought 

to be tanbimount to a certificate of one's spiritual charac­
ter. I rejoice to' bear this testimony. I have recom":' 

, . ' \ 

mended people to places' of employment ,before now, and 
they ask, "The person I speak of is a member of your 
church? Well send him along.'" Why?! We may be 
narrow, ,we may be bigoted, but when a responsible or- -_ 
ganization wants s9me'body of conscience, who will bear . 
responsirbiIity, they will go somewhere where people have 
:been so taught, and where t}:1ey so profess. 

rOh, that 'God may help us increasingly as' 'a church, 
and as individual members, to give an unmistakable and 
invariable'testimony to our supreme and absolule loyalty 
to ,Jesus rChrist our Lord. Let us pray. 

We pray Thee, 0 Lord, to forgive our sins." 0 make us to 
'be Ibetter men and women, m,ore Ohristlike in all the rela­
tionships of life. May we all live without the camp, and 
there we 'Shall live with Thee, and that will be Heaven be­
low. Grant us 'Thy 'ble'ssing no)\""f!)r Jesus' sake, Amen. 

TH'E 'GREAT CONTENTI'ON 
Chapter Twelve in the History of the Battle for the Bible Among 

Baptists ?f Ontario and Quebec 0 

By Dr. T. T. Shields \ 
\ , 

SOME of my readers may wonder that I ,should, have 
troubled to show'the teaching of Professor George 

Burman F,oster, who left McMaster University. in 1895, 
and Professor George Cross, who left McM'aster in 1910. 
Thei may say, "'What lias the teaching of men,so long, 
since removed from McMaster University to do. with the 
affairs of our day?" 

Such a question would reveal a fanure to recognize 
some of the fixed principles of history. It was Jeroboam, 
the first king of the Northern Kingdom, who introduced 

'- idolatry to Israe'l by setting up goldervcalve's, the 'one at 
Dan, and the other at 'Bethel. And 'it was some centuries 
later that the full effect of that introduction of. idolatry 
registered itself in the life of Israel, so that the prophet 
Hosea, viewing the moral and spiritual, and, indeed, na-

, tional bankruptcy which that ido:Iatry had produced, ex­
claimed, "Thy calf, 0 Sa~aria, hath cast thee off." . 

Our Lord also la:id down a certain principle, when He 
said: "Another parable pu't he forth unto 'them, saying, 
The k:in'gdom of heaven, is likened ,unto a man which 
sowed good seed in his field: but while .men slept, his 
enemy came and sowed tares among the w;heat, and went 
his way. But when the blade was sprung up, and brought 
forth fruit, then appeared the tares also.' So the ser­
vants of'the householder came and said unto him, Sir, 
didst not thou sow good seed 'in thy field? from whence 
then hath it tares ~ He said un'to them, An enemy hath 
done this." " 

. " 

University. But this we, know: somebody, poisoned the 
educational springs. 'Of necess'ity we shall have to refer 
to this principle of the 'long result of departure from the 
truth. 

In our issue of December 25th, 1952, we touched upon ' 
the appointment of Rev. I. G: Mathews to the Chair of 
Hebrew, and the protest of Dr. Elmore Harris against 
his appointment., ,In our issues of December 11th, and' 
December 18th, 1952, we dealt with the Bloor Street Con­
vention of 1910; when a Statement of Faith by'the theo­
'logical professors of McMaster Univers'ity was approv,ed 
by the 'Convention, and which included the si'gnature of 
Prof. I. G. Mathews. For nine years thereafter Prof. 
Mathews carried on: He was like all the other Modernist 
professors: he assumed an' attitude of superiority over 
Evangelical "orthodoxy, and of iitter contempt for all who 
:b~lieved the Book., ,. 

Anyone at all familiar with the social trends of col'lege 
life knows that that son' of thing is just as deadly as 
false teaching. We have' before us the case of two 
young ladies, one the daughter of a ~China' Inland mis­
sionary, who came from England to attend McMas'ter 
University, and the other, a student in the University' of 

: Edmonton. The lady fro~ McMaster UniversIty franldy 
told us that she was not strong enough to withstand the 
social pressure; the ridicule, and contumely, that was 

',heaped upon everybody who believed the Bible. The Ed­
monton young lady met us at the close of a lecture in 
Edmonton, saying she was writing to her mother 'that 
night, to tell her that she had ,returned to her mother's' 
God. I asked her to tell me what had influenced her in 
turning her away from the- truth. 'She said, it was not 
thegteaching; of the professors, though much of that was 
erroI,leous enough: b~t it had been, the social pressure of 
her fellow students that trea'ted Christian,orthodoxy with 

'contempt. Ridicule is· one of the "favourite weapons of 
Modernists; for what young man or young woman, 'going 
tri university, ,does not desire, if possible, to keep step 
"with the Joneses"? 'Multitudes of students have !been 
laughed out of their faith in this way;' and not a few 
ministers have departed from the faith, not from any 

No one knew the tares had been sown until "when the 
hlade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then ap­
peared thE!'tares also." , , I. 

It is' thus false teaching' perpetuates itself in succeed­
ing generations, and poisons each generation at the root. 
It -may be that Professors Cross\. and Parsons imbibed 
somewhat of the heresies of Professor 'G. B. Fost.er, for 
both were students at McMas'ter University. The sins, 
of the fathers are visited upon the children to the third 
and fourth generation; and that is equally true academi­
callyand educationally. We do not know how Frank H. 
Sanderson was turned aside from the faith: He, too;,. 
may have 'been a direct or indirect pr<?duct of McMaster 
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" discovery or convi'Ction of its falsity, but simply because, priests concerning the law, saying, if one bear holy flesh 
they could not bear 'to be spoken of as 'being "old-fashion- in 'the skirt of his garment, and with his skirt do touch 
ed" and "narrow". . bread, or pottage, or wine, or oil, or any meat, shall it be 

Dr. Mathews-"continued on the theqlo'gical,faculty of hO'ly? And'the priests answered and said, No. ,Then s'aid 
McMaster University nine years after the Bloor 'Street Haggai, If one that is unclean by a dead body, touch any 
Convention; and °in all that time he disseminated, the ' (if these, shall it be unclean 1. And the priests answered 
poison of his unbelief among his'students. During those and said, It shall be unclean." The principle there enun­
nine years several classes were graduated from McMas- ciated is that one ceremonially unclean may transmit his 
ter University, not as ministers, but as candidates for the uncl~anness:by contact. But on the other hand, one cere­
various professions, law, medicine, and eV,en finance; and monially clean has no power to communicate' his cere­
in the University they were brought up on'the Mathews monial cleanness to another. It is far easier to transmit 
brand of unbelief. M'any of them were scattered far and evil than it is to communicate good. If there 'be but one 
wide, but many of them were memQers of Toronto Bap- bruised and rotting apple, in a barrel, the sound apples 
tis't churches, and many of them, as we 'learned' from will not make the rotten one sound. But the rotting apple, 
expe,rience, were 'utterly destitute of any spiritual Hfe. will 'corrupt the whole barrel. Thus "one sinner des'troy­
Their 'supreme loyalty was not to Christ: ,their religious eth much good." D. L. Moody -is reported to have said 
profession was merely a nominal thing. Tp,e highest' that a lie can travel around the world while truth is get­
'allegiance they knew was to McMaster Univers~ty. These ting its, boots on. Untruth, error, evil, are indigenous to 
men-would never take the field and contend, for, an issue, this 's'inful world. Wherever they go they are helped by 
or against it. They weJ.Oe o:bsequious satraps, and M'C- their own k!nd. 'One bad boy in a school may corrupt the 
Master was their liege lord. They did not bother to whole school. One heterodox professor, though he be in 
inquire respecting any issue - their philosophy was, every respect inferior to a half .doze'n other professors, 
McMaster, right or wrong. who are EvangeHcally sound, yet the error of that man 
, Thus the nine years of' Professor Mathews produced a \ will outweigh'the influence of' all the others. , 

very considerable number of McMaster graduates who So was it in McMaster University. Arts students 
were utterly devoid of spiritual life, or spiritual percep- were required to take 'Some Bible study, a smattering of 
ti,on, and they were ready to go ,to war at McMaster's it, and, I suppose came under the influence of Professor 
bidding; and to war they went. I speak from personal, 'Mathews. And such an one would find it much easier 
knowledge. We had a good number of them in the mem- to confirm students in their unbelief, than 'all the others 
bership of Jarvis Street Church, _and I found they had together would find -it in turning students from error to 
no spiritual 'interest whatever, and were incapable of any truth and faith. The evil effected:by the false teach'ing 

, spiritual endeavour. What work they did, and they did of Professor'?yIathews cannot 'possi'bly be estimated. 
a little, was for an institution - ~"Dear old Jarvis But let us look at Professor Mathews' teaching in quo-

, Street!" but nothing 'for Christ, or His gospel. , tations from his own book: " 
I shall not weary my readers with extensive quotations. .on page twenty-six he says: 

from Professor Mathews. When h'is lectures were re­
ported in 1910, the accuracy of the reports was denied. 
But since that time our adve,rsary has written a .book. 
It is not pa)'ticularly new. It was p'ublLs}led four years 
after his leaving McMaster University. It might almost 
be.a "'tape recording" of the sayings of all the other pro-
fessional unbelievers. ' _ 

We must frankly confess that in our view the book is 
devoid of any real merit, and'we make that appraisal, we 
are sure, without prejudice, and not 'be'cause we so coin­
pletely disagree with what is written therein. 

We.make these. quotations from Old Testament Life and 
, Literature, by I. G. Mathews, Professor of Old Testament 
• Literature and Exegesis, 'Crozer 'Theological Seminary. 

One Sinner Destroyeth Much Good 
During the period ~f nineteen hundred and ten to 

nineteen hundred and nineteen, there were those who said, 
"Why make_'such trouble over one professor? Granted 
that Professor Mathews is not sound,. surely there are 
.enough of the other sort to counteract his influence? 
What about Doctors Farmer, and Keirs'tead, Professor 
P. S. 'Campbell, and others?' These are all sound' men, 
and surely their presence, and teaching, will' neutralize 
the influence of Professor Mathews sufficiently to render 
him almost harmless?" , . . 

That may, to the un'thinking, sound plausible. But it 
does not take many matChes to destroy a great building. 
A tiny mouse ni'bbling at a match's head, may be suffi­
cient. But what sai'th the' Scripture? 'There is a sig­
nificant passage in Haggai, chapter two, verses eleven 
to thirteen: "Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Ask now the 

1\ 

"Moses may 'have written a decalogue, or may ,even 
have gone 'beyond. that, hut. 'the wilderness exper'ence 
was nei'ther in:its needs nor its culture a l:iter'ary period, 
and a Penfateuch written hy Moses i'S an assumption 
that neither the conditions nor the Biblical material 
warrants. . Such a supposition throws 'aH the rest of 
t'he Old Testament into confusion." , 
"·Moses may have written a de'ca'logue;" but that he 

wrote the "Pentateuch" is an unwarranted as'sumption! . 
'Had we time to examine 'the Pentateuch, the first five 

books of Moses, I think we shou'l'd find ,that the Mosaic ' 
authorship of at least a large par't of it is as clearly'­
indicated. as anything could possibiy be. If Moses did 
not,...write the Pentateuch, it was written by one or more 
of the most infamous liars known in history. And so 
far from throwing the whole Old' Testament 'into I con­
fUBion, -the denial of the Mosaic autporship most cer-­
tamly does ·that. Our Lor.d throughout assumed the 
Mosaic authorship, of the Pentateuch. He specifically 

. 'said that "Moses wrote,", and so completely does our Lord 
wrap Himself up, if we may so say, in the Mosaic 'tradi­
tion, that He put into the mouth of Abraham the words: 
"If they hear not Moses and the prophets, I),either will 
they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead." Of 
course, if we cut loose from scripture entirely, artd deny . 
'that we have any reliable re'cord of what Jesus said and 
taught, it is left to men to believe just whatever they like. 

.on page thirty-one 'he says: ') 
"In 572 B.C. he '(EzeKiel) wrote h~s vision (Ezek. 50 

to 58), the new l"itua'l requirement for :the new .Judaism.· 
A like-minded contemporary, perh'~ps a:bout the same 
time, collected, a;rranged, and, perhaps revised a code 
of ritual practices (Lev. 17 to 26), now caHed Holiness . . .. . 

/ 
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.~ '. 
Code (H:C.);· This was ~h:e beginning of 'a: long devel'Op..: of :t'he)OCality that ·now, under the military. policy of 
ment which, so far as our canon is concerned, reached Ramses II, was morEl. than previously under the direct 
its completion. in the books. of Chronicles abeut 'One ru'le 'Of. Egypt. They l'Onged for the ancient freedem 
hundred yem 'after Ezra .. So far 'as the Hexateuch is 'Of the·weliJ.-knewn desert. TJ:le plagues, aU of them 
concerned, Ezra and his 'Scheol mark the closing 'Of an' more or lElSs common to the NIle va:lley, added te their 
epoch and. praotically the closing 'Of the book. The eagerness te withdraw (Ex. 7 to 9). . Escape was never 
literary product of this scheel, which was included. in difficult. Reads led from Egypt into the desert in at 
the HeX!ateuc;:h, was of a priestly cast, and is dElsignated least three different pl'aces. Their flight' 'apparently led 
.by P. P. itself, which embodies the act~vity 'Of more than the~ d'Own the wady TumHa."t a few mi'les, then they 
·two centur.ies, contains within itself different uni,ts of seem te have turned seuthward into tlJ,e Egyptian desert 
law 'and slightly different points Of view. Suffice, it to· avoid the' pursuing army (Ex.' 13 :37 and 14). AS 
here te say th.at·ihis school gathered up, organized, in- THEY HESITATED, PERHAPS AT THE SOUTHERN 
ierpreted, and reinterpreted the ritual of anci.ent Israel, END OF THE BITTER LAKES, THE SPRING WIND 
using 'aliI the oral and written sources at otheir com- BLOWING FROM TJIE SOUTH OR SOUTH-EAST 
mand. They 'alse rewrote the early history of -their. GREATLY AIDED THEM, AND .LIKEWISE.IM-
people, beginnirig with the creatien (GeD:' 1,2, 4a), sup- PEDED THE CHARIOTS OF EGYPT. Thus, most 
plementing t1:he JED. story wh~re they felt it necessary, probably in the early years 'Of the reign of iJ.VIerneptah 
inserting in what they believed to be the, proper pZaces (1225-1215 B.C.), 'in a marvelleus way they escaped 
the story of priestly institutio.ns and the mass'of ntlial, from'a hated and. feared fee to a new-foundUtberty. . 
of which they were the inheriters, and 'arranging the - "Many glimpses 'Of natura'l metives .and the natural-
wh'Ole according' to an 'Orderly, priestly, chronelogical ness of the deliverance have been preserved in the docu-
scheme.'" ments, but th'at was not the main thought 'Of the story-' 
This paragraph speaks fer itself. Mathe,ws cemmits tellers. They fOl\nd a deeper and richer meaning in 

himself te the ,theory 'Of tbe compesite character of the a!l1 the experiences of their .founder'S. To them those 
P t t h h · h . ld k I' t f th Old were ne 'OrdInary days. Y'ahweh was in the burning" 

en a euc , W. IC ",e~ rna. e a a:t."g~ par 0 e. bush 'and in/the plague experiences. He deHvered ifhem' 
Testament a'mere forgery. Leviticus completely loses its from .Pharao·h, and, rolled back the waters 'Of the Red 
value. because .it'is· dated, accordlilg. to Mat~ews, subs~- Sea. They, cenceived, and rightly so, that the chief 
quent to the Exile. _" ' glory of their natienal birthday was the manifestati'On 

Thus Leviticus is' dated abeut eight hundred·years after a~d th~ guidance of their God." . 
. Meses, 'and subsequent to the Exile. But ·aga·in Q~ page :. What a large place the miraculeus deliverance of Israel 
thirty-six: . r . ." • • from' Egypt ha's in the Old ~e.stl;lli1ent! It was repeat~dly 
.'. "Abooham. went .l;I.t 'least part 'way 'iIi 'Offering the not· referred .to as~ the greatest ~f 'all ~ani'festa'ti.en~ of divine 

unusu'a} chi~a ·saCrifice. In :a11 thesi;!'! things they were'" po~er. The mlraculeus character· 'Of: that event IS asserted 
'.' but .following the commen practices' of ancestors and ..... in. the New .Testament as. well 'as .in. the Old. But 'Pro,: 

. ·n~ighbours:" ,.:.... : . . . .' '. "fesser'~lX£athews implicitiY'~enies the ~supei'natur~lism of 
· The 'implicati'oil' h.ere is that · . .A:brahp,m 'did not: re~lly . the' "event; "a'nd redu'Ces it.'to"a mer~ly: natural episode . 

. .' :h,ear ,Ged's ca'l'l. He perhaps ·.fancieifhtf did, and followed ·We . may a'sk fer,. a reason ,·for. this '-interpretation. Dees 
· -' the custems'" of the' heatQen rounda'beut him: The New.' the Professer' suggest'l;hat:th-ere 'is' something 'erroneous 
· 're"stament,' 'Of'. course, says the .0ppOsite: .. ~'By . faith • iIi the record which he must'set ri'ght f There is but one 

Abraham;. when he \yas. tried,' effered:'up Isaac: and he":answer:'Iiis interprEltatiiin is a groiIndless imagination 
that had.-received .the pr9mises 'Offered up.~is· (.mly· be- . 'Of an eyil heart 'Of unbelief. ,Would-it be reasenable to 

· ... gotten seh, of~'",homjt was sai:d" That in, Isaa:c shall. thy. expect 'Uiat, anyepe-·exposed. to this te~ching ceuld cen-
.. . seed 'be called: acceunting :that 'Ged·was able to ·raise him ". tinue te 'believe in' the' divine inspiration of !!cripture? 

up, eveiJ.~romthe·ileild; fromwhen~eal~elie:receivedh~m .. ' :'N'l .' h' kf"l·· · .... h· h' 'th' l't .' 
, , . 

• ... .. ,.. f" " ' . 0 ess t an . u were'L ey wen' e manna~l er-
"m'a' Ig~re.···· .... :: .. -'. '.... , .. :" '···ally"'Whiltis·it?':.......Jfell(Nu~n·:7,8). Whether'thiswas 

.. ' ) SpeakIng 'Of !\'loses he says:" the exudation of the tamarisk"tree, which the monks of 
While we 'have long pages presenting. the life 'and Sinai 8thl gather imd seN; 'or an edible lichen feund in 

the desert; matters net. The people rejoiced in what 
deings of this great leader in Egypt and in the. desert, .they believed te. be. 'a wender wreught by Yahweh, their 
~ho'Se earmarks, which a writer 'contemporary with the 

'events weuld have left, are a1'1 but lacking. The Whole God. . . . . 
background is ver.y V'ague. "Who was the princess who. "Water, likewise in a mement' of great need, was un-
rescued the ba:be? ·Where was she bathing? -In wha:~ expected,ly provided ~em by.their leader (No. 20:2-13). 

· part of the land were the scenes enacted? Whe was. Whether the sweetening 'Of ;the bitter waters, or the 
Pharaoh? Is the genera~ name used'leesely for' the . .bringing of the water from the rock was -the U:n~everi'ng • 
ruler of one of the districts? Or. does the t1:radition lift 'Of an old spring, the discevery of a fountain 'hitherte 
a local experience up into nationlal significance? WHere unknown to.·,the tr.i-bes, 'Or the 'releasing of a new cur-
did the.Israelites cross the Red Sea? .Where is Mount re:pt Of water, ·the thirsty nomads feither judged nor 
Sinai, or Hor~b? So might we conj;inue to ask, ques- . cared.:'. . 
tions, but 'definite '1nfol'ffillitien is not to 'be h'ad, and The manml. ~was either "the exudation 'Of the -tamarI"sk 

· recons'tructien is 'all hut impossible, save in large eu.t-
Une." tree," or "'an edible lichen feund in the desert". But 
He helds up to scorn the ·':leng. page!'!. p'res~ntlng the. ~ha't ~ees ~he. N.ew T~stament say'a:geut this? ~et. us see 

.. life arid d9i.ng!). q,f. this gre~t leader in. E'gypt and in the w~at IS saId In J~hn sgesp~l: Jehn, .chapt~r SIX, verses 

o 

-:. '\" . . .. :'., . de.sert, Wos~ ~arm:arks~ ·.which a.. YVrit~r cO!1te!llp~;r!lry \.tvi~h..' ~hlrtY~Qn~ ·an.d th.lr~y-t~~: . ~r fat~ers dI? eat. man.na 
. . . :~ '. tqe events weuld:1iave. left;.'· are· all· but ·lacking'~·; 'And .. -In th~ des:e~t, a,S.It ~.s wr!~te~;. ;He-g~ve',them b:ead f:?m . 

. ". ,.... ..,-,: . ~ a'bout these "long:· pages'!',",he- say.~,· ~~Se ~ight we con::;' heaven .. te .~~t .. ::The~,:ll;\suS .. S~.Id .. l!nte th~m~ VerIly, verIly, '. 
. tinue te ask questiens, but -definite informatfon is net to: I· say. unte. yeu, .Mose.s. ~~ve. you no~ that br~ad .. from . 

. 4 be had,' and recenstructien .is ':a:1l. bli,t i'mp()ssible, save i.n. he~ven:' b~t mr .Fa·~her·IJI'~et~. ,'y'~)U .th,~ t~ue ,br!la,d from . . ! .• :': .J 

, . 
~: ...• :' "',', . 
. - : .... : ;'~'.~: ; 
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" 

largeeu-tline." , :' .' ,': .... . . . . heaven:. Ne ene- ca~ pes,sIbly, read. the sn~th Chapter 'Of 
Of the Exodus Qe·say.s (pp. 40-41): .: ': . .' -!ehn WIthout ce~cludmg that theLord Jesus accepted the 

..:. '.. '" . ~ :. ';.' .; .. ,.::: :'~ .'" '. '.: '. .;" '. . . 'Ex'~d.us 'accQunt Of 'the' ma.lina's cO!l1ipg from heaven. . 
", . "'I':he d'eariul'and Ul):wIllmg:.peeple·were·msplred 'for I· ". ". ..' .", .: ,:. .• ..... • .' 

.the jou'rney obythe wd!lder-'Wo~king God: Yet, ne doubt, .' .Equ~llY ,Profe~s~~ .. ¥a~ews .. I.n,tpbcltly dem.es the 
natural ·c~uses. w:er.e:a:t:work. ·The people 'Were. tired . mlraculeus .element' In ~he prevlslen of water: It may 
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have b~~n "the tin~.ove~ing of an old spring"; .o~ "the dis- .; In our' ·issue of ':Pecember~:25th; '1952, I published a. 
covery of a fountllin hitherto· unknown to them", At Elvery .' letter which I sent to the then Chancellor ·of McMaster' 
point Ma'thews implicltly repudiates the supernatura:I. University, Dr. A. L. McCrimhlOn .. Thapet'ter'was not 

'''L' t' d' t: t\.- t " 'I 't d' th t .' ·made public, -and was quite unknown to the con trover- . 
a er, evou In eI1pre ers easl y urne. e saves . l···t h t' . Th C --"'. B t' d . th and the scepter into the rod of Moses, and dUly exalted. Sla IS s. w Q wro em. e a" •. w/tan ~ ~st urmg 'e 

him aga'inst whom their 'fathers had so 'often rebelled." . Summer of 1919. . . . .. . 

'The story of the mi~a~le-woridng' rod of Moses is not . My readers wiI!. rem~mb~r that.! am~~~b~tti~g the 
historic: it was an ancient story of. SOme kind, and then' Idea th~t D::. ShIelds engmeered the' ~Ivlslon I~ the 
"later devout interpreters" easily put another interjlreta- Conve~tlon. In What I h~ve ~lre~dy wrI~n, I thmk I 
tion upon it I' . have gIven a'bundant proof that I dId. everythmg humanly 

· . . pOssible, svort of an abject surrender .to the for~es of 
"That, during this period, such. achievements were . unbelief, to excise the cancer, that the body might 'be 

,brought weill under way, i~.not'hing short of miraculous. restored to health. 
That later religious interpreters should conclude the 
story of each struggle with a, picture of divine inter~ 
vention in some" supernatural form, is not strange." . , . 

'In t~e neJ.Ct chapter ~ shal,l show how the controversy 
was fUrther accentuated by an editorial in The Canadian-

· On~e again. "divine interVention in some supernatural 
fonD" is attributed fo later 'religious interpreters. 

Baptist. ' ", 
(To be QfJntinued) 

"The student, of course, does not take a:n of this seri-
. ously, From,what'already:·has""'been indicated; it-may MO"'RE' R,'C', PERSE'(:UTION'IN ~O' LOMBIA lbe qUesOonE!li whether any ~onsid,erab~e part of the 

traru'tion hlas the.warrant either of Scripture or of his-
'totic prob8!bHity. Nomadic peoples living amidst such TWENTY -SEVEN different incidents of violen,ce against 
conditions a:s are found in the wilderness neither possess _'. Protestants are reported 'jn the Bulletin Nu~ber: 6 of 
a 'high civilization, nC?r produce l~terature."· the ,Evangelical Confederation of Colombia, South Ameri-

· Discounting the authorship. of ,Moses 'he says, "The. ca, covering, the' period 1:ietween September 1 ,to OctoQer 
student,' of course, does not take all, of this seri9usly." 31, 1952. These reports ,have bee~ irtv\!~tigate(r by. the 
The tradition of the Mosaic authorship is without historic . above-mentioned Confederation and have been taken from 
pro:baQ'iIity! 'People living in such conditions as then sigried statements made by eye-witnesses' and victims; or by' 
attended the Israelitish people, do not ",produce Iitera- people with first-hand knowledge of the events. They in-
tUl'e';! , . " . '.' <;tude such acts as the arrest of Bible 'Society 'coli)()lte'u~s,:' 

'I feel ,like apologizing for' detaining my ,readerswit1l the closing of ,Piotestant.· schools, the bombing:o£. church ' 
quotations from this utterly useless book, 'but I have done buildings, 'the jailing: and beating of tllose, attending: non--

.. so, not' because the.' vagaries, of Professor Mathews Roinailist religious' ineetings.; 'Qne" .man 'is: reported . to ".: .. 
'have any value, 'btft to show. how utte.rly.unscrfpturaI was have been killed. 

tlie position of those who defended 'hi~ !ls' an orthodox , We 'db not reprint the grisly. detail;; of -tliese ,atrbCities :' 
Evangelical. ',. . ,here for many simil~r stories wiIl be found ,in the. hi~tory 

I wonde~w!tether Dr. McDormand thinks .. such drlvell- :of the Medieval Inq~isit~~n, and~ mor~' recently our ne,ws-
ing unbelief des\!rved a protest, or should .. lt ~ave ,'been "papers haveearritld acco_t1;nt,s'of-persecutions ,of 'the Prates- - .... : 
allowed -19, continue for the filrther. demQrah~atIon' of 'the tants in Spain which' reSemble them, "closely. -'OJ;lr own, 
'religioils·.faith 01 all thpse·who 'came up.d.er hls::infI"uence~? "Catholic pr<Ovince" ,of Que,bec fro!li"tinie'-.. to timc under- ... 

I sha'll make but one other refer~ce to this book. On takes to demonstrate the 'genuine spirit of Roman~sm ,when 
page 141 he says: it arrests those' who distribute the Bible or' whq preach 
, ";he dramatic colouring of -the Elijah stories makes' on the street corner.. All these tactics rightly belong to'-

it difficult sometimeS to discern ,the historic thread." the armoury of Roman Catholicism as its chiefest weapons 
of def~nse, for, they constitute its own upconscious admis­

Mathews reco'gnizes the value of these "stories", but sion that its best and final argument is force. That'is why 
says: , . when it was supreme it made the hangman, that is the In-

: "Stories any less ornate would have pool'ly served to quiSition, the- final arbiter in matters of faith. 
preserve the true worth of" thi'S superbly impOsing IS.n- The following" "Obse.rv, ations" con. c,lud, e the report to 
tagonist of an encroaching paganism." 

which we refer, and although the 'statements It quotes· 
· It wil'l 'be seen that Professor Ma-thews goe~'out of his from Roman Catholic journals are' not as vivid, as the . 

way to cast doubt upon the historic accuracy of every- detailed accounts of acts of violence; yet for those who' 
thing he touches. would weigh' the' evidence carefully they, are· even more 

But that is enough. Anyone having a knowledge of the 'damning as 'overt admissions on. the part of high authorities 
New Testament will instahtly see -how th.e N evy Testa- to pursue a systematic policy _~f repression' agains~ all ,save 
mEmt in g~neral, and the authority of the infallible ,Christ the official'Roman Catholic religion. ' , " , 
in partiCUlar, completely annihila'te such theor.ies as Pro- ~ '. ", " ' , 
fessor Mathews heId and taught." . '. . Observations .' '" ., 

This was the state 0:( thirigs in McMaster University From CEDEO Persetutio."Bulletin No.6 
up. to the end of the university session in the"Spring of The ,American: Embassy. sent notes to' the qolombian 
-' t h d d" d" t' government c:oncerning ,the ,bombing of ,the PalmIra Evan-
nme een .. un re an, mne een... '. '" " " gelical Church, the Pa:lmi!a Adventist Chu~, a!l~ the, 

In OUI Issue of January 1st, under th~ hElad .Contnbu- Bueil'aventura ·Church. The government 'replIed With po- , 
tOry Skirmishes", we published the controversial corres- lite notes, regretting tM incident and promising invesfi-' 

. po-ndence ,which appeared. in The Oanadian Baptist, ·be- - gati~)ns, '_ ." . ~ ., " .:' , ., .... 
. R' E' E Sh" ld R Ed W ·t ' . d 'R . An editori'ai in EI StgZo 'of 'Sunday, Ootober 19, . .told of.a 

tween ey, . , ,Ie s, ev. ~~r. a son, a!l. ev." resolut.io:r:t of, the MinistrY 'o~ E~ucatiQn, c~osi.ng nin~ m<?Te 
,A. P. WIlson, the last and the fIrst m 'OpposltIon to Protestant schools. The edi,torlal congra·tulates the MlJI-" 
Mr. Watson. • . ,," ~s.1;ry. for this wo,rk of ."social hygiene," and a:sks 'that the 
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measure be ex,tended. to 'all parts of the country. ·The ar­
·ticle goes on to say that according to the Constitution the 
·only right enjoyed. by the Protestants is that 9f worship­
piI}g in their churehes, 'and concludes, therefore, that they 
have no right to found s~hools, where. :they "preach sub­
version, . eufogize aduiltery, discredit 'the homeland, and 
ridicule Catholic -institutions." 

According to Ell Diario de Colombia of November 1st, a 
project was presented to Congress by Dr. Daniel GOngora 
to nationalize primary. educa,tion. If this should lbe put 
into effect, the government would finance and have ex­
clusive control of the administration and orientation of 
primary education in the'''' nation. This l'aw would -auto­
maticaUy close all Protestlant 'sch-ools, and the cMldren.of 
Protestanf parents wou1ld then h'ave to attend public insti­
tutions where they would' be O'bligated. to attend- mass, 
study the Catholic religion, 'and receive first communion 
when of age, in order to learn to read and write. 
. New details are Constantly coming to light regarding the 
educational situation in CQlom'bia. EZ Tiempo of October 
8th reported. that the Director of Education of the new 
Department of CordO'ba, Dr. Alonso Rhoni-as' Segura, re­
vealed. tha't of the 91,292 children in tJ:!.e Department be­
tween the 'a'ges of 7 and 14, there are only 14,299 studydng 
jn eduoational institutions. El Tiempo .of OctQber 18th re­
ported. that 'an estimated 50% of the cMldren of the city 
of Bucaramanga cannot read.. The next day in an editorial 
El Tiempo called attention to the fact that only 4% of 
the population are a:ble to read and write with any degree 
of .facHity." StHl, -in the ':light of these f·acts, the govern~ 
ment continues to close Protestant schools. . 

Yesterday morning the governor of the Department, Sr. 
Arango Ferrer, sent a communication to the President of 
the Republic in which he. informed ·the President 'th·at 
Protestantism had grown in ,this section of the country to 
alarming proPortions, especially in the region of the ilower 
Cauca. As la result of this situation recently denouncec\ 
by the Bishop. of Santa Rosa de Osos, Most Excellent 
Senor Miguel Angel Builes, in a recent circul-ar to the 
faIthful, the governor solicited protection from .the central 
government in order to stop the propagation of such· doc-' 
trines as 'are, in his concept, an affront against momls. 
and good customs." 
. Several articles appeared In El Colombiano, of Medellin 
(October 7, ·8, and 10) complaining of the increase of 
Protestantism in Antioquia, whiCh has always been con­
sidered a solidly Catholig Department and urging the civil 
and ecclesi-astica'l authorities to take steps to stop its 
growth. The articles 'accuseo the Protestants of going to 
backward arelas, like that of the 'lower Oauca; where there 
are no priests and police inspectors to pr2J;ect the faith 
of the people. There they establish schools for· the chi:l­
dren, install light plants, give medical attention" and hold 
worship servIces. , 

In the face of such gross bigotry, it isJittle wom;ler th~t 
many sincere and enlightened Roman Catholics in Colom­
bia and throughout South Am.erica, stand appalled at the 
blind hatred displayed by their priests against innocent men 
and women whose sole crime is to give light of mind and 
of spirit to 'countless millions who have been left in ignor­
.ance and poverty oy those who. now jealously claim the 
sole monopoly of th'eir spiritual care. . 

Roman Catholics in North America ar~ frankly told that 
their fellow-religionists in South America stand in need 

1 of missionary priests. I t is recognized that more than 
four centuries of domination by the Church of Rome have 
left the neighbouring continent in a deplorable religious 
condition, even from the standpoint of Romanism. Yet 
when P,:otestant missionaries undertake to teach the op­
pressed masses to ~ad and write, in order to put the 
open Bible in their hands, they are greeted with the bitter­
est persecution. It is evident that Rome knows that when 
her darkness is com.pared to the light of the Word of God, 
the qe~isiOri of her own peopl~will go against her. 

Romanism iIi Canada and the United States complains 
bitterly that it is suffering "persecution" when the' state 
treasuries, }.argely ,filled with taxe~ f~om Protestants, do 

not. subsidize the sectarian confessional schools under the 
aegis of the priests. In Spain, the same church clqses pri­
vate schools simply because they are supported and dir,ected, 
by Protestants, at no expense ·to the state.' The jewel of 
consistency is one that is conspicuous by its ab~ence in the 
gaudy dress of Romanism.-=--W.S:W. 

THE CORONATION YEAR 
From The Christian Irishman, January, 1958 

UNDOUBTEDLY the y:ear 1953 will 'be one of the most 
, momento)ls years in the 'Christian era. Events mily 

happen before it ends that will ch'ange toe whole current 
of the economic, social, and religious life of the human 

- race'for centuries. 1\ may;-indeed, mean a return_'to the 
medievalism -of the "dark ages", and the destruction of 
modern civilization with. its untold blessings of' educa-

'tion, culture, philanthropy and Christian morality. rt is 
not, h9wever, merely in such changes as these that we, as 
Protestants are thinking '~ost deeply as we cross the 
threshold of the Coronation Year. In these perilous times 
through which we are passing, when' evangelical Protes­
tantism is being attacked on every side, the real signifi­
cance of the Coronation of Queen 'Elizabeth'I1 for us lies 
in the fact tha:tEngland is openly declaring to the world 
that our nation is uncompromisingly Protestant ·and it is' 
determined that Protestantism shill :be maintained. 

For:centuries prior' to the Reformation the Papacy had 
been putting forth every endeavour to make the_English 
Throne subservient to 'the ".vatican. This was for years 
attempted with. Jesuitical subtlety iby s'eeking to form 
marriage alliances between the sovereigns of England and 
the Roman 'Catholic rulers on the 'Continent, in which 
Mary Queen of 'Scots and ,M'ary Tudo'r of England and 
james· II played a prominent part, but all these ended in -
failure. Again more drastjc measures were taken in seek­
ing the conquest of England' by force of .arms. France, 
using Ireland asa basis of attack, attempted thil:! in vain 
and later 'Spain once agaIn seeking to use Ireland 'as an 
ally, made an abortive effort which ended in the complete 
destruCtion of the Spanish Armada, as declared by Queen 
Elizaoeth I, who had a medal struck on which was the 
inscription: '~God blew His wind on 'them and they were 
scattered." What, however, Rome failed to do iQY out- ' 
wardly attacking England, she sought to accomplish by 
inward intrigues 'and Roman qatholic infiltration.. Large 
properties and esta'tes ~ll over England were acql,lired 
and transformed ,into MonasterIes and Nunneries, each a 
centre of Romanizing influence and a source of Papal 
income. ~ . . 
. It is estimated that at least one-third of the property 

of EngIand was in 'the hands of the :Chutch of Rome and 
that the Annual -money sent to Rome was more than the 
whole Royal revenue. . 

The position had become intolerable. 
But when the enemy "was coming in like ,a flood," God 

was ''lifting up a standard for the people." . 

A littI'e band .of reformers, at first under Wickliff, him­
self a converted Roman 'Catholic priest of exceptional 
intellectual power and wide' reading, later influenced by 
the Reformed teaching of Luther and :Calvin, was 
gathering at Oxfgrd, and their evangelical teaching, 
largely due to' the printing 'and circulation of the Scrip­
turesi was spreadIng. among all classes of the people. 
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This evangelical mov~eIit came to a; head in a wide­
spread' revolt' against the Roman Catholic 'Clergy and' 
finally reached a climax in the Revolution of 1688, when 
an invitation was sent to William Prince of Orange to 

'come to England as King and as the Defender of the 
, Cause of the Protes'tant Faith in this Realm. 

, On '5th N.ovember, 1688, he landed at Torbay, flying 
at the mast head of his ship the ~nsign bearing the 
wards, "I will maintain the Protestant religion and the 
lib~rties of England." ',' 

'The firs't act of William in -becoming King of England 
was the passing of the "Bill of Rights and Act of Settle­
ment" as a 'result of which the Crown of Britain has since 
been' strictly reserved for 'a Protestant head. In this Ac't 
it is atited: . 

"Whereas it hath been found by experience that it 
is iIiconsisent with !the safety and welfare of this Prot­
estant Kingdom to be governed by a Popish, Prince or 
by any King of Queen marrying a. Papist,. . . Every 
person who is or shall be reconciled to, or sh/!-ll hold 
communion with, the See or Church of Rome, or shall 
marry 'a Papist, shall be excluded and be forever in­
capable to inherit, 'possess, or enjoy the Crown of Gov- , 
ernment of this Realm 'and, Ireland: and in every such 
case' the peOple of !these Realms shall'b~ and are hereby 
released of their allegiance." , 

(Act 1, William and Mary, ca,p. 2, sec. ii, 1689) 

Since then every reigning sovereign has signed the 
following Accession Declaration and, ,Coronation Oath: 

"I do solemnly, and in tpe presence of 'Goa profess, 
testify, 'and declare that I am. a faithful ,Protestant, 
and that I will, according to ·the true intent of the 
enactmen'ts which secure the Protestant succession to 
the throneofl my Realm, uphold 'and maintain the said 
enactments to the best of my power, according to law." 

When, therefore, Queen Elizabeth on her Coronation on . 
2nd .June, 1958, shall be asked 'by the- Archbishop of 
Canterbury : 

"Will you :to the utmost of your power maintain the 
Laws of God and the !true profession Of the Gospel? 
Will you to the utmost of your power maintain in the 
United Kingdom the Protestant Reformed Religion 
establishea' by law?" , 

• I ' 

Her Majesty, laying her hand upon the open Bible will 
answer: "All this I promise !to do." 

As we witness our beloved Queen' thus solemnly avow­
ing her ~etermination to keep this oath, well may )'Ve 
unfte in praying: 

/ 

• 0 

God save our gracious Queen; 
Long live our noble Queen; 

God save the Queen! 
. Send her victorious, 
Happy and glorious, 
Long to reign over us: 

God save the Queen! 

Thy choicest gifts in s'tore 
On her, be pleased to pour; 
. . Long may she reign ; 

. May she defend our laws, ' 
And ever give us cause 
To sing with heart and voice, 

'God save the Queen!' 

" PERSECUTION CONTINUES UNABATED 
IN SPAIN' 

From The Conservative Batmst, the organ of the Conservative 
Baptist Foreign MiSsion Society of U.S.A. 

PROTE'ST ANT work in, 'Spain is carried on under the 
constant shadow of police interference, imprisonment, 

and seizure of propefty. This was the unanimous 'report 
of more than a dozen ,missionaries representing several 
different denominational and interd~nominational groups 
in Spain when CB:FMS Missionaries ISam Faircloth, Art 
Lewis, 'and John Oliveira visited 'Spain'a few months ago. 

They, saw firsthand evidence of the intoleI:ance which 
arises in a cou~try dominated completely by Catholicism 
and in which the government and the 'Catholic church 
'work hand in hand. 

Because pUbliCity brings increased persecution, 'no spe­
cific names and places can be mentioned, but the follow­
ing facts ~nd incidents were among those reported to tpe 
group. 

No 'Pro'testant weddings, funerals or baptisms are per- , 
mitted in 'Spain. ' 

Although the Minister of the Interi~r recently said that 
Protestant churches may stay open but tha't no prose­
lyting 'is permitted, this actually means nothing. If the 
police find a group of 30 people in a church or hall one 
week and 35 the next, they can dose the hall on grounds 

,of prQselyting. "Where. did the five come from?" ,they 
ask., .' " 

The law forbids giving away or selling Bibles, tracts, 
or Protestant literature. 

Last spring: two police came to 'the office of a Bible 
soCiety, seized 2,000 New Testaments and took them away 
in a truck. Then they proceeded to confiscate every­
thing in the office-including the furpiture. _ Only the 
intervention of the Bri'tish Consul halted the confisca­
tion. When the society wrote the Spanish Minister of 
the Interior to asll why the Testaments were taken, he, 
answered, "Because you have no permission to sell or 
give 'away Protestant Bibles." Te'lephone conversations 
of the society-are 'always censored and every possible con­
versation recorded for the officials. All mail is suibject 
to censor and is frequently opened. 

At present, the most effective work in -Spain appears 
to be that carried on by the Plymouth Brethren. One 
such assembly has, Sunday evening ,attend'ances of 500 
to 600. The chapel in which they meet is in the rear of 
a large apartment house' and is entered unobtrusively 
through an alley door: 

Many of the halls and chapels of eV'aIigelieal groups 
have been closed by government order. The government 
makes it very difficult for Protestants to have 'buildings 
for meetings or to 'acquire property. 

In April; 1952, one small church of fourteen members 
was holding a service when police appeared and took the 
_entire congregation, including children, to jail. They 
were kept there for 'a day 'and a night. After they Were 
released, 'the .order was given that n9t more than three 
persons could meet. at 'the church, 'at anyone time. M 
present;- the people come to the pastor's home a few 'at a 
time, taking turns for worship and prayer. 

.one large evangelical school which Qnce enrolled 'as 
many as 270 students is now forced 'to carry on secretly 
with a 'Student body of only 12 . 

M.issionaries reported 'that it was difficult to receive 
and keep ·permission 'to stay in the country. One man 
who had worked in Spain for 32 years took a rest in 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC MONOPOLY IN 
RADIO STATIONS 

England. . When he was' about to return to Spain, he 
'learned that an order had' gone to all border posts to 
refuse him entrance. However, he passed through before ' 
they received the order. Translated from Le Dt!f1Oir of January 28,1958 . 

, A woman missionarysa,id that she was ordered to be Ottawa; january 27-The Board of Go~ernors of CBC. 
expelled from· Spain, after a man, in het· communit~_ had which held a ,session in the federall capita·l last weekend· . 

granted a permit to a ·new French station requested for 
protested,to the bishop 'aga'inst her work. (The man's E'astview, a. suburb of Ottawa: There was strong opposi~ 
wife aI].d son had become ,evangelicals.) She obtai~ed tion, coming principaily from the nevvspapper Le Droit 
temporary asylum at the British ·Consul While. an appeal which already owns sta·tion CKCH in Hull. 
was made. She finally was permitted torem~in.in Spain A, rumour was'going the rounds ~hat the new French 
(.where she b'ad been working for 28 years) but was for- sta~lOn ,was merely a 'bra,nch of Sta~on C~VL of Verdun, 
. . WhICh IS contro'lled by Mr. Jack Tlttleman. Mr. Raoul 

'bIdden to return to her old home. rl.andriaU'lt 'and his associates had to conduct -a counter-
New missionaries may enter on six-month tourist per- 'campaign to s~ow ~hat the new Eastview St~tion ,":ould I' 

. . ' h all h ·-·ff· l·t be under the dlrec1:Ion of some French Canadi'an busmess 
mlts but after the SIX months t ey usu y: av~ ~l ICU y, .men of Eastview. Moreover these business' men 'nave the 
giving a "reason" 's~tisfactory to, the government f~r support, of the Montfortain 'Fathe~ who are in charge of 
staying. ,. the ,Parish of Notre Dame de Lourdes of Eastview and 
, .' '. . " " . . ,. , . the new s'tation wil!l have its quarters in the P·arish Recrea-

One worker reported tha,t pressure II! Washmgton tion eentre, -Mr. Jean-'Dhomas Richard; Member of Parlia­
hurts rather ·than helps the cause of evangelical mission- ment"for Ottawa East 'and a graduate of the University of 

, aries and Christians in· Spiin. "Each time 'pressure is Ottawa, pled the cause Of. Le. Droit 'befor~ the Board of 
uSed diplomatically" she explained· "'the. Roman CathOlic Goverl,lors Of CBC .• · He mal:~l'tal.ned the ~~es'ls that French-

- .. .' , ' ... , " , ., . C~madi'ans of. the Ottawa distnct are bd-ingual, that they 
church ,further, mfluences, the Spanish· government' and ha·ve to· read English ·newspapers, listen· to' English pro-
more incidents occur. You ar~ undoubtedly familiar with -gram-mes, and send 'tlieir children to English scho.dl~, and 
what is taking place in 'Colombia. Recent in'cidents in that . 'hence there is ·no r,oo~ !for -t'Yo Fr~nch statioris~ • 
Spain are no, doubt. the~,result of an alarmed ,Roman' : Mr. Adrien Poul~ot; one ,of the .. ~y'ernors ,(of ~~>,,:~hp 

.. -' i; . ... , . ' IS also Dean of the Faculty ·of. ·SCIences of Laval Un,~vers1ty, 
Cathohc church." Quebec, intertupted 'h·im to ask who oWned Sta'tion CKCH 

Bec~fuse there is ,no. adequate way of training Spanish 'and a~so who oW,ned the newsp'a~r ~e proit., As Mr. Rich~ 
f ' ' ..'. .., ... ard did not reply, Mr. MacQuam"who represented the East-

men or the minIstry m Spam, several of the Il!ISSlon~ view group, intervened to say'; that it is common knowledge 
aries encouraged the idea of the CBFMS· seminary in that Le Droit is owned -by the Oblate. Fathers. "They have 
Portugal accepting Spanish students and training them the University," replied -Mr,"P6uHot, "'Dhey !have Station 
t t . t th . ''''_. " : CKCH, . they have Le Droit as wel'l as other papers, they 
ore urn 0 , elr own counw,.,y. .. have just 'acquired La Frontiere. 'Dhat -is a monopoly, 
. At present,. the Leiria seminary has ,four· '!Iuch stu- ,indee'd!". " , . ' 

. dents. One of :them saw· his own father, a Baptist min- T~e people of .~astview obta~ned tp,eir, F·rench Station 
ister, shot to·death in the pulpi,t. The son wants to pre- despIte ·t'he opposl'tIon of Le 1)ro,t. 
pare to 'take his father's pla~e. . : - . " . . Is Rome Undivided? 

, ' , 
Because the Catholic church has I su~h control of the 

people and the government, "Very little direct missionary 
, work by foreigners is possible at present. ./ 

A SIX.MONTHS' Sl'ORY- CONTINUED 
IN THIS ISSUE 

The ·st~ry of ?rllE: GREAT- CO~ON 
,.FOR ~HE. F~ by Bible:believlng Baptilts 

of Canada, which .. began m the iroilt-pafe 
article of Nov. 20, will continue in instalments 
week:'by week for probably four to. monthl. 

We earnestly solicit, the co-operation of all 
~ur readen in making this story as widely 
known as possible. In oider to give elJrrency 
to ii we will'send THE GOSPEL WITNESS 

, containing· this story week by week for die full 
time of .its contin1J.ance - not less' than six 
mont~s - for $1.00. Send in your mbscripo 
tion immediately, and all, subsCriptions. will 

, begin· with the first iIistalment in the iB8ue of 
Thursday, November 20th. , ,-

NEW SUBSCRiPTIONS ONLY 
'THE·GOSPEL WITNESS FOR'SIX MONTHS 

, ,FOR 81.00 
Addr.ess 130 Gerrilfd St. E:, Toronto 2, O~~. 

." 

Roman 'Catholicism boasts that it is one and undivided, 
and its adVOcates love to contrast the many sects and 
schisms among Protestants with the alleged peace and 
un~ty 'of the papal church. . There is, we doubt it not, a 
ce~ain peace in the bosom 'o'f the Roman Catholic system, 
just as there is a deep and profoun~ .peace in the cemetery. 
But this kind of 'deep and peaceful slumber ·has no attrac~ 
tion for a red-blOQded man in' good health and· in the 
full possession ,of all his faculties .. The peace and unity 

. of which ,Romanism hoasts are of the sam~ sort that is 
enforced in 'Soviet ,Russia, by authoritarian decree and 
at the expense of the free cOl1sent of enlightened minds. 
Underne,ath the .. surface, from time to time observers 
see clearly defined ·marks of 'inward rifts that indicate, 
-that though the slaves are not allowe'd to think for them­
selves yet ,old Adam still asserts itself in internal strife 
in the inward parts of the gigantic machine. 

A case in point is given by the account'translated from 
Le Devoir, which precedes' this article": It tells' that· two 
"religious orders", namely, ·the powerful : Oblate ',Fathers 
and some newcomers, the order of Montfortain Fathers, " 
pattled for the possession of the, monopoly of French 
broadcasting ,in the regioD...'of Ottawa; As a result, the 
public ~ears the accusation: of "monopoly" thrown,in the. 
teeth of the pries.ts of the Oblate Order. It is said that 
they own Radio station CKCH which serves Ottawa and 
Hull, and also· the daily' newspaper Le Droit, which was 
founded to lead the fight, for sta~e-supported French 
Romanist schools in Ontario. In addition to this they 
ha,ve recently acquired cOJltrol of another paper in North-

'ern Quebec, while they also· direct l'UniversiU d'Ottawa, 
, , 

-
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which includes the French and Roman ,Catholic Normal Clerico-Fascism Still Rules Italy 
School, supported by the Ontario Provincial Government. ' The above account pi'ovides one more example- of 
These u!biquitous priests are not satisfied with these rich Roman Catholic greed for public money 'and the success 
spoils;- they now demand that their radio station be ,of Hs priests in obtaining- it whether' from Fascists, such 
granted a monopoly of F,rench 'broadcasting in the neigh-I as M)lssolini who was helped to power ,by the priests, or 
bourh~od of th~ Capital 'City of the Dominion. from the p;esent Italian government, which ovy'es its 

It IS worthy !>~ note that the governor of 'CBC who existence to the force of Allied arms. The -so-called 
commented on the monopoly of the Oblate Fat~ers, is "Demo-Christian" party referred to in the above account 
himself a leading m~mber of the Faculty, of Laval Uni- is the clerical party now in the saddle in Italy. It is 
versity of Quebec 'City, another Roman Catholic institu- often'true that Romanism manages-to wheedle greater 
tion. He was appareptly unwi}ling to continue the mono- favours from nominally democratic regimes than from 
poly of the Oblates, and hence the CBC allowed the those that are her own creatures. In 'Ontario a province 
Montfortain priests to have their radio station.' Inci- ihat is preponderantly Protestant, the Rom~:Q' Catholic 
dental~y, we remark o~ the t~n~er care sh.0~n ~y the minority have sch,?ols provided at public expense ~n wpich 
CanadIan governm~nt m pr?vldmg ,an o~flclal of the the priests inculcate their dogmas into the minds of 
Roman Church to SIt on pubhc board's such as the 'Cana- little children. In Italy, 'Protestant Churches are barely 
dian :aroadcasting COO"poration in readiness to ju'd'ge' in' tolerated and no gOvernment support whatever is given 
such eccle~iastical quarrels as this. ,The policy of the Protestant schooIs. In Spain, 'Protestant §chools are not 
Oblates WIth res~ect to the.. use o'f the Fr~nch llil~s:u?-ge 'even permitted -to exist, even when 'they _make no request 
has been th'; subJect of severe and eve~ bItter cntlCl:m for state support, and Protestant Churches are closed or 
by Le ,pemnr, and other French Romamsts, ~nd we have opened by, governmental decrees,· while their members 
no doubt that the ~mergerice of the new.radio. stati?n' "always' are' -subject lo' "fua:riY'-':gaUing-'restrictions, "~lIid'-

,'marks another step m the progress of the mtestmal_ dlS- oftentimes to o'utri'ght violence. ' 
pute between the Oblates who appear to favour the use " " " , " '.' " . _' ' , 

- of a little English,' sometiines, and ,the others who are' ' ;' ~"I:1'te ,greedy arro'ga,n~e of. Ro¥Ia~. p~lests _do~~ ~~t .en­
determined to ~eep unbroken. the sacred wall of the tlr~!y escape .the S1,lppos~dly docIle masses of theIr fa~th­
French language they have erected as the guardian of ful.. Eyen m I~aly, the homel~n.<i. ~f t~~ 'po'P~s, r~l~al 
'the faith. 'membe:s of parhaIhe~t dare to VOIce tli~l: dlSgUst"'Y'lth .. 

The upshot of the struggle is that the monopoly of the Romam~m an,d t,o pomt out that the S~Irlt of F?-s~lsm, 
Oblates has been broken by the, representatives of the as expresse? m t~e La:~e~an p~ct between Mussol,ml ,~nd 

, Hierarchy merely to be handed over, to another order of the pQpe, 'stlll demes rehglOus hberty to all. 
priests. But as far as non-Romanists are concerned, the --W.S.W. 
monopoly still exists for Fr~nch radio Broll~casting in 
the 'Ottawa-Hull district, remains in the han'ds of priests 
of various orders who will make sure that no Protestant B -hi ' ~ h I L '0 II-
veice is 'allowed to reach the ears of their listeners. ' I e de 00' esson II me 
Like the other French radio stations in Canada, these two 
in Ottawa are, in effect, simply two branches of the Vol. 17 First Quarter Lesson 8 February 22, 1953 
papal station in Vatican 'City.-W.S.W. ~ 

CHURCH AND STATE IN ITALY < 

• Ie. 

Translated from 'a report ~f the ltaHan correspondent of 
:La Vie Pf'otestante, of Geneva, Switzerland ' 

,- ' 

A debate :took place in the Senate-Qn the biH to author­
ize -the State to share, in the expense of build.j.ng new (Ro-' 
man Catholic) churches: The (Demo-Christian party ,de­

'clared itself in -favour of the'''biU as '~being inspired by 
profoundlY'idealistic reasons". 'Senator La!briola, 'le,ft-wing 

", Independent; opposed the bm since it was soilely a religious 
. question. "ldea1ism.~' he said 'lis not an exclusive monopoly 
of one class or of one, party. The Pa:pa!l State" -he added, 
"has not buHtchurches itself, -le'aving this duty to priv~te 

..persons or to its patrons. Is it not' symptomatic that cleric­
aIism obtains under the Republican Government what it 
has 'not been able to realize under tHe monarchy? . The 
other churches would then also have the right to 'ask state 
aid 101' their buillding' programmes." To which a Demo­
Christi-an Member of Parliament replied, "But they do not 
ask for it!" , 

Socialist Senator Tonel1o went farther than Senator La­
briO'la in asserting that '~the more priests there are, the 
weaker religion is." To Which Senator Valm-are, Demo­
Christian, repLied by describing the difficult conditions in 
which priests -lived and saying that the building of churches 
wou~d give wurk to arti$ts. _' 

In the' House a debate took place on religio~s liberty in 
connection with a'more general discussion on Cornmunism. 

- • A SociaJIist member of Parliament declared. that day after 
day the action of the government is cont'rary -to reUgious 
liberty. "We have not got beyond the Lateran Pact between 
the Holy See ,and Mussolini which often takes pr.ecedence 
over the ,present Constitution and directs the 'police." 

OLIVE L. CLARK, ~h.D. (Tor.) 

THE SAVIOUR OF -THE HELPLESS 
Lesson Text: John 5:1-14. ' 
Golden Text: "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth 
_ my word, and 'bel'ieveth on -him 1Jhat sent me, hath ever-
, lasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but, 

is 'Passed from death unto ~ife.":-John 5:24., ' 

I. The,Gracious Saviour: verses 1-9. 
After our Lord's ministry in' the northern province of 

GaI'ilee (John 4:3, 46, 54), He returned to Jerusalem at the 
time of the feast., This was proba:bly the Feast'of the Pass­
over (JO'hn 2:13; 6:4; 11:55). On such occasions where large 
multitudes were gathered together, many would 'be in need 

, of' healing, and these would cOl}gregate arou,nd the- famous 
pool of Bethesda ("House of Mercy"), which was situ'ated 

_ by the sheep gate near the temple on the east side of Jerusa­
lem (Neh. '3:1, 32). 

Five porches' or cloisters formed shelters around the ,pool, 
noted far and wide for the miraculous healing powers of the 
waters at certain 'Set t,imes, thought to have tbeen marked 
by the, presence of an angel. One can· imagine the excite- , 
ment, the anxiety, the rivalry, the eagerness, the triumph 
of some and the disappointment of others, as blessing came 
to' the one who first ,stepped into the pool. But all were in 
need of healing, just· as all to-day are in need of spiritual 
healing. oThe Scriptures declare that all we like S'htlep have 
gone astray (Faa. 58:6), and that all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God (Rom. 6:23). 

In this crowd of sick folk was o~e who wa:s IIlngled out 
for 'healing by the Saviour.. T1W ind'ividual is never lost in 
the. crowd, so far as the Lord is ~oncerned; He graciously 

" 

-. 
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notices and summons those whom all others would overlook 
(Mark 10:47; Luke 19:5). For thlrty-eightyears this man 
had suffered froIn an infirmity. This fact is mentioned that 
we may see how great 'is the p'ower of God. He could heal 
the sick man immediately, although the disease was of long 
standing. AUhough sins may be as scarlet, they may be 
washed w hi te as ·snow (Isa. 1: 18); Ohrist can save to the 
utterm6st (Heb. 7:25). 
, The helpless and ,hopeless' condition of this sick man was 

known to the Saviour. In tender sympath~ the 'Master ques­
tioned 'him: "Wi! t thou ,be made whole? II To the unbelieving 
that woulii seem to be an unnecessary question, but the Lord, 
Who knows 'Our need (Matt. ,6:'32), ever seek~ to invite a. con­
fession of our need, that we may 'be prepared to receIve a 
blessing (Mark 10:51). Moreover, 'by this I!uggestive ,ques­
tion He led the' sick man to have hope of recovery, and to 
have confidence that Christ could heal him. Christ was ever 
ready to heal, ,but He exercised HIs power only when men 
believed on Him (Matt. 13:58; John 5:40). The tragedy of 
sin is that many who are steeped in iniquity have no desire 
to' be Inade whole, for they become entangled in cruel bond­
age (John 8:34; Rom. 6:16). 

The, man explained'" that it was not the lack of will,' but 
the-lack of means ~hi~ p'revented him ~rom ,being healed. 
But man's extremIty IS God's opportumty (2 Cor. 12:9). 
Chrtst perceived: that the man had .faith in Him, despite the 
many discouraging outward circumstances' (Prov. 13:12). 

, Our 'Saviour. never asks us to do ~he impossi1ble, for His 
commands are always enablings. He told ~he helpless ~an 
to rise and His word was one of sovereIgn power whIch 
'bestow~d upon the man strength to ~o .that ~hich wl!S hu­
manly impos'sible (iMatt. 19:26). ThIS IS a.n Illustration of 
'the workings of 'grace in the heart of the smner (Rom. ~:3, 
4.), for grace is descn-be,d as the bestowal of 'bles~II!g which 
is undeserved. To hoist the portable couch upon hIS shoul­
ders was just as 'impossrble for the. cripple as to rise, and 
the same is true of walking. But In response to the word 
of the Saviour, the man rose up immediately from his couch, 
lifted it to his shoulders and walked away. He had been 
cured i~stantly, miraculously and completely. 

II. The Critical Jews: verses 10-14. 
It is ever true that the wicked hate the rIghteous (Psa. 

35:11-16; 37:12; 109:1-5). The Jews, eI).viou,s of the power 
and reputation of Ohrist, - found fault with Him on every 
conceivable ground. On this occasion they challenged the 
man for what they considered an infringement of the law. 
By carrying his couch, the' man had, in their eyes, broken 

, the .law that' no burdens must ,be carried"on the sabbath day 
(Neh. 13:15; Jer. 17:21)._ But, he was obeying a hIgher law, 
the commandment of the 'Saviour, Wlho had shown His right 
of authority 'by healing him. " 

Filled with the new joy of ·being able to walk, this man 
made his way to the temple to praise God' (Acts 3:8). There 
ChrIst found him and revealed Himself as Jesus the Saviour, 
the 'Son of God (Matt. 1:21). ' We may wonder why Ohrist, 
did not tell him who. He was at the ve:ry first, but possibly 
the reason was that the deliverance from the power of disease 
might prepare him for freedom from the ,servitude of sin 
(,Luke 5:24). Christ pronounced him whole (Mark 5:34), 
and the fact that spiritual wholeness or salvation was in­
cluded \Ilay be 'inferred' .from the circumstance that, our Lord 
pointed out 1Ihe lesson 'to 'be derived from his former malady 
and infirmity. 'Sin, if unchecked .. would make more havoc in 
his spiritual life than the d'isease had made in his body. 

On this occasion Christ did not use a human argument in 
answer to His critics (Luke 14:5), but made a clear pro­
noU'ncement of the ground' of His authority-His identifica-
tion with the Father ( verses 17-23). " , 

'! 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS 

Feb. 16-The Saviour of the Helpless ..... _ .......... Rum. 7:15-8:4. 
Feb. 17-The Saviour of the Hopeless ..... _ .... _ ..... Luke 13:10-17. 
Feb. 18-The 'Saviour of the 'Weak ......... _ ..................... Rom. 5:1·11. 
Feb. 19-The 'Saviour of the Sinner ..................... Mark 2:'1-12. 
Feb. 20-The Saviour of the 'Penitent ........ .t.: .......... Luke 15:1-7. 
Feb. 21-The Saviour of the Lost ................. : ........ Luke 15:11·24. 
Feb. 22-The Saviour of the Suul and Healer of the 

. Body .... _ ..... Psalm 103. 

SUGGESTED HYMNS 
Come, every soul by sin oppressed. Come, ye sinners, poor 

and n(ledy. I need Thee every hour. Depth of mercy! can 
there ,be! Redemption! oh' wondet"ful story. Father, I 
stretch my hands to Thee. 
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