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;'He Poured Out His Soul Unto' Death." 
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Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist'Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, January'25th, 195'3 
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"Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil 
with the strong;' :because he hath poured out his soul unto deat~."-Isaiah 53:12. 

Prayer Before the Sermon 
'We come to Thee, 6 Lord, with the words of Thy disc~ples 

of ancient time upon our lips ,and in our hear'ts,·Lord teach 
us to pray. We come in the N arne of Him W'ho said, I am 

..... the truth. We may not know the truth apart from Him; 
He is the centre and sum of tlie truth. And 0 Lord we 
would fain know Him 'better. We thank Thee for the di
vinely 'given faith which has enabled so many of us to be~ 
hold the Lamb of God, and to see in Him the One Who 
taketh away the sins of the world. But 0 Lamb of, God, 
we would k'llow Thee be'tter. W'e know so little, our knowl
edge is so meagre, so imperfect, so ill-assorted. We pray , 
for the illumination and guidance of, the great Teacher. 
We thank Thee ;for that which lies on the surface in Thy 
Holy Word, for the placer gold that even' little chililren 
may gather. We thank Thee that Thou haiSt thereby en
riched us all. We have heard Thee say, My yoke is, easy, 
and my burden is light: and we have found it so. A'Ild yet, 
o Lord, we would know something more of the treasures 
of grace that are in Christ Jesus for us. We feel ,that we 
live such limited and imjioverished lives. We do not live 
as though we were the children of the King. 0 for grace 
that we may adorn the doctrine of God our 'Saviour 'in all 
things, that Thy pU!'Poose may ,be fulfilled' In us. For didst 
Thou not say that Thou hast called us that Thou mightest 
through us show forth th~ praises of Him Who has called 
us out of darkness into His marvellous light? ' 

Teach us, we pray Thee, the secret of personal communion' 
with Thee. Help us that we may live in daily fellowship 
with the most HIgh. Give to us by Thine a:bounding :grace 
~n ~nclou4ed vision w: Thy holiness" for we are, no longer 
afraId of It Lord. Ohce we were; It was terri'ble, it was 
dreadful in our eyes, until we learned that it was tlie very 
foundation and the fountain of grace. And though we have 
had to cry, Woe is me, for I am undone; because I am a 
ip.an of unclean lips, and I dwell in the' midst of a people 
of ,unclean lips:. for mine eyes ha,ve seen the King, the 
Lord of hosts, yet Thou hast come to us with Thy purging . 
fire, Thou hast purged our lips, and Thou hast ,put' this 
honour upon us, that we may come an.d pray to Thee, that 
we may even talk. with Thee as d!d' Abraham, remembering 
that Thou hast SaId, Ye are my frIends; Oh, the condescen-

sian of 'grace! Oh, the immeasurable mercy which has 
wrapped our souls about, and 'brought us from strangerhood' 
to heirship, from poverty to wealth, from spiritual impotence 
to 'the privilege of being strong in the Lord, and In the 
power of I:Iis' might. ' , 

Look upon this congregation 0 Lord', Give 'us .all an 
appetite for divine things. Beget in us by Thy Spirit that 
hunger and -thirst after righteousness Which is the only 
guaran.tee of spiritual satisfaction. The Lord. give us an 
interest in His ·Word tonight. May the 'b~sh 'burn with fire; 
may we hear, a ~oice .. As w~ bow before Thee with open 
hearts and attentIve mmds, and we trust surrendered wills, 
may heaveI! come down our souls to greet, and glory crown 
the mercy seat. , 

And that blessing which shall Ibe ours shall belong to 
others. Thou will not forsake those who forsake not Thee. 
Be present in sick-chambers, at home and in hospital wards, 
and with those wh:o travel by sea, and on the land, and' even 
above the clouds. There is none like unto the God' of Jeshu
run, who rideth upon the heaven in Thy help, and in His 
excellency on the sky.' W'e bless Thee that we cann~ escape 
the 'presence of God, for in Thy presence there is fulness of 
joy, and at Thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore. 
Make us to participate in these things abundantly in this 
quiet evening, 'hour of worship, 'for'Thy Name's sake, Amen. . , 

I DARESA Y. JJlany of you h,ave had the experien~e of 
visiting some locality 'as you supposed for the first 

time, and yet, when arriving there you have had a strange 
feeliJ),g, that you have been 'there before. I had thought 
of the text which I have announced, 'as I planned to speak 
to you on this text this evening, and then after. I got 
h'ome this morning I seemed to have ra haunting mem
ory' of my haVing traversed this area of truth ibefore. 
So I called 'Miss Lindsay and asked her to examine the 
index, and, sore enough, I discoverEld that I had preached 
from this text nearly twenty years ago, and that the ser
mon had 'been then published. So I looked up 1!he sermon. 
I cannot say that I read it, but I glanced over it to see 
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, ,the: ~gQment, and ·to· my great delig4t I' discovered th~t<''-'''''''----:'-----------':--':--''''''';;''''''~~ 
,on that occasion I had ~pproached it from an entirely dif- . 
ferent point of view. 'Hen,ce: I ·could proceed .:with my 
atterqpt at: exposition this evening without'· danger' of 
. repetition. I 

After 'all, I suppose many ~f, you have been, to, Niagara 
Falls repeatedly.' It i~,':p~ver quite the sli;me; fs ,it 1- It' 
is a marvellous specta(!le, and if you have any apprecia- , 
tion of the great and the .majestic, you 'must :ev'er adm'ire 
it,. thbugh you have seen it many'times 'before. I do not 
¢Ppof!e you weary. !of "loO"kipg at, the. s~rry heavens,: 
though you have looked at them often 'before. What a 
f~scination the ocean. h~s for sQ.me of us ~ ~lways the 
same, and yet never the same, always introducing us to 

· some new' wonders. 'And so of the sunrise with its morn
ing promise, arid the sunset, as it d'raws iis crimson' cur- " 
tains 'about ~he. couch,of night. These things. are all very'· 
wonderful, and we love to see them again and again. . 
'And~yet, ·ih this written Word there are still more un

fathomable depths, and greater hei'ghts, and 'altog~pher 
· wider dimensions,-'-more splendour's, more 'wonders here 
than anywhere, And ,the nearer we come' to Him Who is 
the 'Theme of the whole Book, and whose NrsQnalityper

'vades. ev~r'y c:hapter and every verse, the better do we, 
understand that,·Scripture· which says, "His mime shall 
be called Wonderful, )Counse1ler, 'Tlie mighty Gott, The 
everlasting~Father, The Prince of Peace.!" . , , 
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~ ever presume to say' that ,you. are familiar with this 
fifty-third chapter of Isaiah. It is a veritable Holy 'of . 
Holies. Where is' there anything holier ? How can the' Has~:He not'said, "To whom then will ye liken me, or shall 
mina"of man engage in anything higher or'holier than I b~' e,qual?lsaith ~e Holy One." ..And yet He came in 
in cont,emplation ,of~Him Who, infinite as. He'was· and is the' form of human flesh tha't we might know Him a l'ittle. 
in' all the .qulllities of His being, pOured out His soul unto i'No man hath 'seen God at any ti-me; the only 'begotten 
death? . What can we, say abOut a text .like that?" How Son, which .is in the bosom _of the F'ather,he hath de-

'can we'· understand it? .. . clared him." "Grace, -and 'tru~came ,by Jesus Christ." 
May I pause to say that in my view many devout and WHAT THEN SHALL WE ,SA,Y OF" THE SO~ OF THE 'GOD

fai thful Christi.an· people have but avery superficial view MAN? I 'am ,alD!os~ afraid,: aren't '~ou ? - 'Surely, surely 
\ of, th~ great.,.wor~ of redemptioI:J, by which we are saved. ',we are on holy ground,!. ," , 

I ~ear men sing '---'"it is usu·ally sung as a m~le'quartet - 'What do we mean by the soul of a man? The ~sycholo-_ 

./ 

abo~t "The Old Rugged Cross" .. What a pitiful view that gists speak of 'the. cognitiveofaculty, of cognition, that 
presents! - the rugged cros!!!, a piece of wood, an instru- ' part of, the mind whtc:h comes to know thi~gs, and to ' 

· ment of the curse. We leave that to'our Roman Catholic ·treasure, things, and to 'l'~l~te 'knowledge ---:- tha~ paz:t of 
. friends. The cross is, much more ,than a piece of wood.' th~ mirid which thinks; which projects itself in':tltought; 
We know little of if unles~ we can get back of that'ma- 'into·the immeasurable spaces. What a:bout,the'~inQ of 
terialistic conception of. things to the-tremendous spiritual .. Jesu~1" Nothing in the paSt was hidden flf'om His 'View; , ' 
'reality por.trayed in this great phrase, "He 'hatH poured . ev~rything was open, just as an ope~ book. He knew the 
out his soul unto death." ',' " mind of God from the beginning;' He knew His plans; 

Dare we try, as the Spirit of God may help us, to g,et :He !tnew. His high PU!pose~.in the creation of ~an in His 
a glimpse 0/ ~he meaning 0/ that great 8aying _ "His own image ·and likeness. He knew how the worlds were 

'80":'W' What can be meant by the soul of Deity'? And made,.- not this Oilly, -but ,all .. other worlds. He kne~ 
wha.t is the 8igni/iC!Q,nce 0/ the .outpouring 0/ all the8e the, record of man's ,siri from the begin~ing; -.it was all 
qualities 0/ Deity? And what shall we.say of, that whiih' an open q,ook; and nothing was hidden from His view . 

. 8eems almo8t to be repre8ented as.a 8phe"re a receptaCle Oh, we read it this morn~ng, how,the Psalmist recognized 
a 80mething 80mewhere a'PO!rt fr.om God, i~to which H~ 'that as an individual ~ven his members y{er~' writ~I} in' 
,po~red out His soul unt9, death? ThElD we shall be on 'God's bOdk··"W'he~.-as yet th~re Was none of them." And ',' 
much - I will not say, on happier ground, but' on easier; no wonder that he said; "Such knowledgtf.is too wonder
ground, when, we. think for, a' few' minutes _of. th~ re8ult ful for me; it is hi'gh, I cannot atta~n untO it." But· He . 

'0/ it all. "Therefore - that is the logician's word -.'will could'. He knew the past, and all its tale of human sin" 
I divide him a portion' with the great, and he shall divide with 'all its awful accumulation of human guilt. He knew 

· the spoitwlth the strong; 'because he hath poured out his how sin had polluted, not ,this planet, but.even the uni-
soul unto death." 'verse, so th'at God said even the heavens were unclean in-

I. 
Our Lpr!1 was made in. the likeness of human flesh, blit 

of course' at everY point where He resembles us He trans
cends -us, . He surpasseS us. "Tarry ye here,';' and they 
did, "Arid h~ ~ent a little f~ther," He always_ does.-

His sig:Itt. And the Pre8ent - He was cognizant of it' 
~l. He knew what -men actually, were' and are. He 
"needed not that any 'should'testify of ·man: for he knew 
what was in 'ID~n,." He knew everything.' ,May I say, 
without 'any implication' of irreverence, that our' Lord' 
nerer acted or spoke from ignorance. "All things are' 
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nakeaand op,ened unto-the eyes of 'him with whom we enemy, And in hoqor he said. "Alas. my master; wba~ 
have 'to do." and all that' He did in our., redemp'tion' He'sh8JI' we do?" ' Then his eyes were open~ ,t,o seli) the 
acco)Dplished with the fuHest possible 'knowledge of the ehariots, of fire. My dear friends~, we need 'to get, pack 
reason for it, ,the necessity for it. as no one else ever did. 'of' the' high priests."the Sanhedrin. back of these human 
That cognitive faculty of His, that, ability to Know -' instruments of the devil. and rein~mber wliat the Scrip
we cail,it in·Him. omriiscience,all-,knowledge - could look ture'te8clles us. That Was'only the facade; that was only 
forward to eternity, as He looked back"to' eternity." for "the :front of evil. Behind it 'were all the', hosts of 'dark;' 

, "from"everlasting to everlasting,(He is): 'God.'" And He neSs, all of them arrayed against this 'Champion of ours. 
could see all the long results of' sin, He could see what And 'He knew it~'all. ; His soul W~ exercised I am sure 
,it must mean in ~uman' Hie, what it m~st 'mean in the !' in an accurate estimation'and apprilisaI.of alltlJe"powers 
higher realms where ,principalities and, powers, and the of ,evil with' which He had to,cope if H~' was' to effect 
rulers of this worlCPs darkness, hold sway.. Nothing was His purpose. I say ~ I should like to linger oil that for 
hidden from him, the past; -the present, or the 'future. an hour or so .. ' ' , " , , : . / 
It was part of His 'soul; it was the cognition;.the knowl- But there is another element in the sOul of man ~ that 
edge. the intelligence, of His, soul. ' is- th'6 emotional; it is that, part' of, us which feels, th_ 
, 'Many a ~an h~s rush&:! bravely to th~ front, and done ,part that loves. that can ~e gri~e~ and pained and hurt 
something which he scarcely understood, and has won'the dee~ly. And thus the soul.of Jes';ls was, enga~ed.' Hf., 
Victoria 'Cross, and wonder~d that it was ,~corded him. ,Ioye. for ~,the ~~?er. HIS pas81ona~e ,devotion to the, 
In' 'a brave ,impulse' perhaps he did~ it sU,ddenly. But not 'D1Vln~. ~oh~es~. -:-' . 'Th~u hast .lov~ rI~bteous!less. and 

'so the Lord Jesus. He' was the Lamb slain from the h~ted I~Iqu,Ity. It IS saId ,o! HIm - HIS emotIons were 
,foundation of the world, and that mind of His could see stirred; al! there was ~~ HIm ,loved 'God and ~a~ed evil. 
into 'the future.' I may have said it before; 'let, me say l~yed the b'ght '~d ba~ed the ~arkne~s. But HIS love was 
it again. In my owntlii;nking I can never shut'tJ:te suf- glye;n ,to ~s also; He l~ved HIS o~. ,I do not,kn~w~o~" 
terings, of Je,sus up to those few hours of darkness when ~ut H.e, did. Th!,t was. part of HIS s.oul, :-~ lD~IDlte 
He died tipo~ the ,cross:: ,He ,knew from the foundation of, ,a.~!ectlon of ,DeIty gOlDg. ~ut to, !f1S wlc~ed, sm!tten. ' 
the world all that thel redemption of, the race would, coat, human _cr~~tures, and desIrlng ~eIr s~yatton, whtle 'at 
Him ' ' ' ,the' same ttme devoted 1n the dIvlDe hohness. What an 

" " exercise of soul there must have ,been in Him as all the 
"~Thi~!~~~:¥h:"~!l~~; tn~~; emotions of J)eity were' eng~ged - What were, they? 

The pric~ of. pardon was His 'blood When you look at a picture -and admire'it your emotions 
Hi~ pity ne'er withdrew." are stirred. When you see a great landscape you do not' 

, bother about the science o{ it, but it is-spread out as 8, 
And' through all, the UAfolding ~mennia~ until the fu~- thing Of beauty before you, arid there is something within " 
ness of time came .when God sent forth His Son, this 

'infinitely capaCious mind of His was dealing with al1 the you that responds to it all - as when the mother looks' 
factors of man's redemptio,n. ,If I had time I s-hould like, upon '~ef child, the bridegroom upo~ his brid~, and per-

haps I. hope the 'bride upon' the bridegroom.' Bilt there'is 
,to go much fartluir in ~e', analysis, le~ us' sar, of, th~ ,an outgoing of 'the soul to tha~ which is engaging. and 
faculty of memory. that faculty of appraisal.which we attractive. You remember that when.God had made this 
calrwisdom, the weighing ,of knowledge. and the relation .world _ y:ou have never seen it as Ood saw it; none of 
of fact· to 'fac't;"-the 'weighing"of man's sin' 'against', the us have ever seen it _ as -it, 'appeared to Him - But 
mountains ....... , all these ,things. ,I" do' not know how you ' '. . .. ,Ile 8.aw it,-in its beauty with'eyes that were divine, and 
felt ~bout the In..au;8"uratton of Presl~e!lt Else~ower, ~';lt with a discernment'that was unique. And, as He "looked' 
~ '~UIte agr~ed WIth wnat. 'the t;hl'1ng Presidentsa~d /' upOn all,. the things,ijJ.,ilt His hands had ,made' He saw that, 
,w¥n h~ appealed to AmerIcans to ,remember to sy~,pa- it was' gOod. That means, that the ilivine emotions were, 
thlze WIth and to support the ,man who was about to . , . . , . al f h ' k f H;' 

, 1..: • t d' ed ~" "'t'" , It' :h',' Id, be the' stirred. exerCIsed, In ~e appralS 0 t e wor so. IS 
u~, 1;0 ro uc w ~ ~Sl Ion .w, ere, ~ wou, , . ar hands . .,And ,as for HIs-human creature when He S8.1d it 
~~tes,t b~r~e~ of an.y, man, l!l the world. I thmk that was very good, still more He loved him. All that frofu ' 
~s true. But It IS nothIng to th1,S.. ,',. all eternity was ,in the mind of Jesus and the so.!!l,of 

In that there was not oillya knowledge of" mankind in Jesus.' , , ", \' 
the mass -= 'you can~ot understand thi!!, and I cannot 'There is another element - we caU it oolition, the wiU, 

, understand it; but'I,can state it as a Biblical truth- ,that essenti,al ego, that'thing that is the man: It sUD!-~' 
bu,t 'a knowledge of the individtia1; alid all the particulars 'mons an 'these, elements' of }tnowledge, and setS'them all 

, of an individual's life~ ,Again quoting' fro~ the Psalm- . in order.' and in relation 'to 'each' other. It controls the . 
ist: "In thy book alL-my members were written." The emotions, and all th~ qualities of th~ soul, whatever th~Y.: 
children sang 'this morning that hymn abOut the sparrow. are. The will is the 'dynamic. What was_the will of 
"And one ,of, them 'shall not ,fallon the ground' without Jesus? It was-more than the sum total of all the energy, 
your Father:. But the v.ery hairs of your head are' an of the 'universe. He did,not eXhaust Himself when He 
,numbe~." .A:h, but they were 'but "lesser infinitesimal ,said, "Let there be light." "Let there be .. ' .... "Let there 
eleinents in our r.edemption. But His knowledge extended be.. .... "L~t there be ... " And n; was'so. Wliy? 
to an that. And then of Course projected, beyond'the BtlCause beh~nd that word, 'and resident within that, w~rd, 
plan~ of time,and sense'iilto that, realm where'there'are wa,s the sovereign will of Deity. Flinging the stars into 
principalities 'a:nd ,powers, where 'the devil holds' sway, space. setting the sun and the mQon' in t~ir orbits; so' 
where' all hell is'let loose aga~'nst the forces of righteous- :. to speak winding them up, and saying; "Stay there and 
ness. ,resus knew it all . .You remember ,how the young do'my wiU," -'they ~e the expressions of th,at lJivine 
man. the servant ~f, Elisha, when he rose early in the volition which was resident "in the Person of Jesus.Christ, 
morning, and looked round about the City of Dotham. saw fOr "all thirig~ were made by 'hi~; and without him was 
that 'the plains rotina about' were filled With the Syrian ' not any thing made that ~s made." And i.t was that 
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gracious will of His which summoned all the powers of 
, His soul, that He might pour .out His soul unto death. 

II. 
WHAT Is THE MEANiNG OF THAT OUTPOURING? I am 

sure it meant this: He sUffered 'no reserve, He withheld 
nothing. His whole soul - "Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy· God with all thy. heart, 'and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy min!!." Why did He say that? He loved us 
with -all His soul. And in that work of rederp.ption which 
spanned the millennia, and culminated at the cross, all 
there was of 'God was .engaged. God'7"in the Person \of 
His, Son, hath all His mightiest work!!! outdone. My dear 
friends, 'the figure almost suggests that these - I .know . 
I am a bit metaphysical, and, yet there is a figure -

. elements of the Divine soul were so fused and melted and. 
molten by the very wrath of God when He took our sin 
upon Him,: that they ,became, so to. speak, liquid, s~s
cep'tible of being outpoured, until there was'nothing left: 
"lkhath poured out His soul unto death." 

His -ascension, and the· withdrawal of His visible pres
ence ,behind the Icurtains of Heaven, there. tQ apPear
within 'the veil in the presence,,?f God for us. 

IV. 
BUT WHAT II:! HIS REWARD?! 0 listen. I wish I were 

. equal·to it, but I 'am not. But let us see what w.e, can do. 
"Therefore - God is speaking - ,because"'of His death, 
because .of His redemptive work, because He poured out 
His soul unto death - Therefore will I divide him a por
tion w:ith the great." Perhaps it was when He ascended 
into· Heaven that great Psalm was ~ fulfilled: "Lift up 
your heads, 0 ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting 
do!;)rs,and the King of glory shall come in." The modern 
theologian is busy trying t9 belittle 'the Person of Christ, 
and particularly and specifically the death of Christ, re:
ducing H~m, if He had any historic existence, about whiC'h 
·some of them are in doubt, 'to the .low level of mankind. 
Ri'ght here iri Toronto a few years ago a' man' who was 
. one of the secretaries of the Y;M.C.A. over on College 

III. 
Street said that in view of the development of the science 
of eugenics i't seemed quite ,possible and probable that the 

, . .7 world might yet see one g'reater than Jesus. Listen: 
'WHAT DOES DEATH. MEAN? It is not· the 'cel!sation of "Let this mind 'be in you, which was also in 'Christ Jesus: 

existence;-' it is not the extinction of being. It is a form Who, being hi the form of God, thought it not robbery 
. of rela'tionship, a severance of communication or corres.- . to be equal with God," ~ ,thought it not a prize to be 

pondence, a separation from light into darkness, from grasped at. You hear the little preacher who gets what 
life inevitably into death. I do' nqt know that it would one of our students called -'''a spoonful of· Greek-", and 
be .legitimate.to say it, but i't was almost 'as though th~ some day he says, "'The original is so 'and so." The poor < 

elements' of that capacious mind weI:e now 'poured into little duffer knows virtually nothing abouL'the original; 
another receptacle called death. He did it!f "No ma.~ he hardly knows the alphabet. 'But he is a ,bit of a pedant, 
taketh (my life) from me, but I lay it down of myself. and wants to exhibit his learning. I have seen a lot of 

- I have power to lay 'it down, and I have power to take it people like that, when certain things are new to them 
'again. This commandment. have I received of my they think they are new to everybody else. Jesus thought 

Father." And so He deliberately went to' the cross, He it not a thing to be grasped at to be ~qual with ·Cod. 
deliberately toolt 'the field for us,' He deliberately went I remember riding on a car during the grea't ~ar back 
out into the outer darkness into that place of mystery, here on .. Sherbourne Street, and I heard a couple of sol-' 
inexplicable .. ~here was a prophetic -adumbration of it diers talking. who had just comelback from England. The 
i~ the Psalm we read, so long before its ac'tual occurrence: war was still on, but they were home on furlough. And' 
"My God, my 'God, why hast thou forsaken me?''' He so one said to the" other, ."You know in this -country ten 
identified Himself with our sins, too~ o1,1r sins,upon ,Him, ~ousand . dollars puts on more 'side' than a million dol
and IlQured out His whole soul unto death, where there lars in England. "They strut around so proudly." I do 
was no God - into the outer darkness, wherever tha't is. not know w:hether that is so or not, but I know that people 

My'dear friends, do not thin~ lightly of the cross; do who are unaccu§tonied to certain things are disposed to 
not speak lightly of it. It is the very.ground· of our re- parade .them. Let me reverently say that oneness with 
demption; it is 'the very heart of divine Revelation. Ah the. F'ather and the Holy Ghost was an eternal experience 
yes, "God was in ,Ghrist, reconciling the world untp him- with Jesp.s Ohris't. It was, if I may so say, a holy com
self." But "thou wilt not leave my soul in heII; neither monplace. He thou-ght it not a prize to be grasped at, 
w'if'rthou suffer thine Holy One -to see corrupt\m." It "but made 'himself of no reputation, and took upon him 
is -said of death and the grave in respect to the, Lord .. the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of 
Jesus, "It was not possible that he should be holden o~ mep: and 'being found in fashion ·as a man, he humbled 
it." He pou'red out His' soul, He laid down .His life, that himself, and hecame obedient unto dea'th, even' $e death 

. He might take it again. And He took it again. He came of the cross." Then you remember what it say-s: "Where- . 
forth from the grave a conqueror. That was the 'great- fore God also ~h8th highly exalted him, a~d given him a 
"est battle field of all time, when all 'the shock troops of name which is above every name: that at the name of 
hell were gathered aibout that grave, The sepuichre was Jesus every knee should bow ... and that every tongue 
sealed and carefully guarded, .lest the ·Lord of life should' should confess that Jesus ,Chris't is Lord, to the glory of 
rise; they said, "Lest his disciples corp.e by night, and· God the Father." , 
steal him away." .But in'to that I cannot gq this evening; . Dare I tell you something? A friend who has been 
I simply proclaim' the fact, the IndU'bitable indisputable following my articles on The Great Contention, and who 
fact, the historic fact, of the resurrection .of Jesus -Christ personally knew soine.of 'these infidel "scholar8~' whose 
from the dead. "He is no't here," -said. the angel, "he is writings we have been analyzing, - hi .reference to one 
r~sen." And He'did rise. And He appeared Ulito His.::> pa~ticular.professor, - said to me, "I do no't see visions, 

. d~sciples,. and said,' "Touch me not; for 1 a:~ not yet and' I do' not dream dream-s, and I suppose it was nothiIig 
ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say in' the' world but a fancy, but," ,he said" "Professor So 
unto th!'!m, I ascend ul!.to my Father, and your Father; and So used to be so sprightly. I have s'at in his classes, 
and 'to' my God, and YQur·!God." You know the story of and his eyes sparkled, and there was not a· dull moment." 

' . 

" 
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Then he said, "A litile while ago, since ·you have been 
writing these"th,ings, I was sitting in my study; and. I 
suddenly felt as though there were another presence 
th~re, and I turned. I know it·was imagination, and I 
wou1d be afraid 'to tell most people, but I did feel that 
presence, and I. turned, and there stood the Professor. 
There was no light in his eye, no sprightliness. He 
seemed to 'be hopelessly dejected and undone," he 8.!id, 
"he seemed to stand there, and his .lips in my fancy 
moved as though he were. trying to tell me something, 
and I thought it was this: 'I have learned now that I 
was all wrong.'''' , 

To Him "every 'knee shaH 'bow.. . . and every 'ton'gue 
should ,confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of 'God the Father." All these infidel Professors, and 
all the rest of them - oh, what a day it will be! "There
fore wiJ.l I divide, him a portion with the great." In 
Ephesiaqs Paul says, "He raised him from the dead, and 
set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 
far above all principality, and power, ,and ~ight, and 
dominion; and every name ·that is p.li:med, not only in this 
world (or this age), but also in that which is to come." 
There will never be a greater name than tliat of Jesus. 
He has divided to Him a portion with the. great, the great
est of all, and in the land beyond the skies where the 
angels sing, and ~e multitude of the redeemed sing, 
"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, 
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and 
glory, and blessing." Then -the inspired record says that 
"every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and 
under the ~arth,_ and such as are in' th'e sea, and all that 
are in them" in antiphonal acclaim cried "Blessing and 
honour and glory and power be unto Him 'that sitteth 
upon the throne, 'and unto the Lamb for ever and ever." 

story in the actual words of Scripture, for nothing can 
equal, that:' . 

. Behold, they were spread a:broad upon all the earth, 
eating and drinking, and dancing, because of all the great 
spoil that they liad taken out of the land of -the Phili
stines, and out of the hind of Judah. And David smote 
them from the twilight eyen unto the evening of the next 
day: and there escaped not a: man 'of them, save four 
hundred 'young men, which rode Ilpon camels, and·fled. 
And David recovered all that the Amalekites had carried 
away; and David rescued. his two wives. And there was 
nothing lacking to_them, nei~her small nor great, neither 
sons nor daughters, neither spoil, nor any thing that they 
had taken to them: David' recovered 'all. And David took 
all the flocks and the hertls, which they drave before those 
other cattle, and said, This is David1s spoil. And David 
lIhame to the two hundred men, which were so faint that 
they' could not follow David, whom. they had made. also 
to abide at the 'brook Besor: and they, went forth to meet 
David, and to meet the people' that were with him: and 
when David 'came near to the people, he saluted them. 
Then answered all the wicked men and men of Belial, of 
those that went with David, and said, Because they went -
not with us, we will not 'give them ought of the spoil 
that we have recovered, save to' every man his wife and 

, his children, that they may lead them away, and depart. 
Then said David, Ye shall not do 'So, my 'brethren, with 
that which the Lord hath given U'S, who hath preserved us, 

and delivered the company that came against us into. our 
hand. For who· will hearken unto you in this matter? 
but as his part is .that goeth down to the battle, so shall 
his part be that tarrieth by the stuff:' they shall part 

'alike. And it was 18'0 from that day forward, that he made 
it a sta~te and an ordinance for lsrael u.nto this q."ay. 
And when David came to Ziklag, he sent of the spOlI'unto 
the elders of Judah, even to his friends saying, Behold, 

, a, pr,gsent for you of t!W spoil of the enemies of the Lord. 

, My dear friends, ,it ·is promised that the Lord Jesus 
will divide the 8poil ·With the strong. :a:is people are 'to 
'be sharers ~n the fruits of victory. 

"In Him the tribes of Adam boast 
More blessings than 'their father lost." 

Our David recovered· all, and comes to us laden with 
spoil, for the enrichment-of' whom? Of the strong. 

But, I must leave that, because I wan't to give you a 
little crumb of comfort 'before I send you away. "And 
he 8haU divide the spoil With the 8trong." The New 
Testament tells us that when', Jesu,lil died a't the· place 
caIl~d Calvary He took the' handwriting of ordinances 
that was against us, the bill, - He "took it out of·th~ 

. way, nailing i't to his cross." There is the receipt on Who are they?; Are you a strong Ip.an? Not in your-
file, paid in full. On that occasion we are told He self. We are a lot of weaklings, are we not? But we 

,"spoiledprincipaiities and powers, '(making) a shew of ought not to be. Jesus Chris't did not die and rise a'gajn 
them openly (before all the universe>. triumphing over to leave us poor weak creatures. We are ·to'share in the 
them ,in it." He spoiled principalities and powers :' "When exceeding greatness of His power which He wrought in 
a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in Him in His resurrection. "Finally, my brethren, be 
peace: but when a stronger than he shall come upon him, strong ih the Lord, and in the power of 'his might." 
and overcome him, he take'th from his all his armour:· "Take unto you !the whole armour Qf 'God; that ye may 
wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils." be able to withstand in tJte ~viI day." _"The breastplate 

There is an inspiring story ·in the Old Testament of of righteousness," - ()Ibserve, ther~ is no· armou~ for 
how David :with his six hundred 'Gittites had encamped the back. If you wear the Christian panoply .you wiII-

: at the little city of Zigifig. There they left their. cattle have to face front. And "the sh'ield of faith, w?erewith . 
-it was before he wag- proclaimed king - and· their ye· shaIl Ii"ea'ble to quench' all the fiery darts of the 
wives, and their children, and, they went out on a forag- wicked." The shield of faith'will quench every fieryldart. 
ing expedition. While they'were away the Amalekites "And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel 
came down upon the city of Ziglag, and 'they took all the of peace." And in your hand "the sword· of the Spirit, 
women and children captive, and took away all their cattle which is the word of God.'" I 'r~peat Go-d did not intend 
and 'horses, and everything. they had, and then burned the that you and I should be weaklings. 
city. And when David came back he found nothing but I have' caUed your attention to it perhaps more than 
a smouldering ruin. When they saw i't they talked of once that it was characteristic of David's reign that he 
stoning ·him." 'The leader always gets the blame. But did not build instittit'ions, but he made men. "These are 
David encouraged himself in the Lord his 'God'; and hav- the mighty' men that David had." And that is what 'the 
ing inquired of the Lord, he pursued the Amalekites to churCh is for. "And he gave some, apostles; and some, 
the brook B~sor.Two hundred of his six hund'red Gitti,tes , prophets; and some, evang~Iists; and some, pastors and 
were so famt tha't they could, 'go no further, and they :teachers; fo'r the perfecting of the saints, for the work / 
abode behind. But David and his other four hundred of the ministry, for th.e edifying of the body of Christ: 
pursued after the Amalekites. Now let me give you the till we all come in the unity of~ the faith, 'and of the 

: 
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'knowledge of· the Son of·God, unto - 'what? - "Unto the same thing: "I would give all I haye.in "life·to ,be a 
a· 'Per/ect ma,'"" unto the measure 0/ the stature oi· the free man like you, to have perl~t· freedom t.o .declare 1;Jle 
t+dne88 of Chri8t: that we henceforth be no more children, whole counsel.of God.'~ I say, "That is easy; you can get 
·tossed to and frp, and carried 8:oou't with every wind of it. ~riybod~ may ·have it." .~'~'i1t h.owdQ· you ,get .iU" 
doctrine, 'by the ·sleight of men, and cunning· c,raftiness I saY,"Did you ever.read the story of the Hebrew. chil-: 
whereby they lie .in -wait to deceive: but speaking the .. dren who went into the fire, . when they had said first 
truth· in love may 'grow up into him in aU things, which' of aJI to. Nebuchadnezzar'; 'Our. 'God; whom we serve is 
is th~ head, even Christ." . . ",. - .. able· to deliver. us from t;tte burning fiery furnaCe .. ;'but., 

We must not turn our hacks upon the foe. Let .us be if. not, be itlmown unto thee, 0 king, that we will not 
· ashamed to he like the children of Ephraim, who, being . 'serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou . 
armed, 'a~d, carrying bows, turned back in. ~e day 'or hast set up.' He ~·aid,· 'I~'tO t~,e. fUI?laCe with the~ . .' L~~~r '" 
battle.! Do you mow what that. means? It means 'that Nebuchadne~zar lo~ked In ,at,.a d'ls~ce, and saId, DId". -
when the iSsQ.e is joined ibetw~en .rigbJ and wrong, he- we not 'ea;st three .men l)(~und ',intO the ·midst of the fire? . 
t~e~n good and evil,. between error and truth;. betwtrell: :. ---: I.~ee'four men l~.s~ .• "and the ,f~rl!l of, the four~h 

. light and·darkness we dare not·be·neutral: we must take· IS lIke the.Son of Gqd .. All they·lo,st In the furnace IS 
Sides. We II}ust fi~ht the·good fight of faith. ~heir bands." An.d I .~~ to my .~nis~rial. {rien~, "Oet , 

. . SolDeo,ne says, "I do. not believe' in controversy'!; 'and ,Into the fur~as~; It .wIlI Durn your eccleSIastical, and mar-. 
forthwith they start a. controversy with "'thQse who would b~ your denomI~at!?na~ ban?s. ~~ay, 'and .th~n' yo.u ~Ill .' 
stand for the defence of the f~ith,. Anothe.r ·say's, "I do be a free :ma~. ." ~e strong In ~he Lord, /ilnd· In. the 
not believe'in fighting," and ilien'immediately draws the power, of hIS mlgh't.,. :: .;: :. , . 
·sword against everyone who uncomproirlisingly stail~s'for Can'I enlist,some volunteers to-night? 
the truth. Another says, "I think we ought to let well 
enough alone, and I dare say, things will take care of' 
:themselves, if we stand' aside and'do nothing at all/.' An
other says, "I wish. you. all success ~n\the Cause of right
eousD'ess, but please do riot "Cilll on me."· Another writes' 
·a letter, writes it "to me; even commending me. for my 
att.empt··to s'tand for the faith, then adds, "But please 
don't mention my name." I promise I will not: I should 
be ashamed to do so. " ,\ - , . , 
· Lefus not be of such contempti'ble kidney. We are to . 
be 'strong., Said the Apostle Paul of ·faIse·brethren, "Who 
came i~ privily to spy out 'our liberty 'whiCh we have irl 

,.. 'Christ Jesus, tha't they mi'ght bringus·into bondage: TO 
. WHOM ,WE GAVE PLACEI BY SUBJECTION, NO, 

NOT FOR AN HOUR; THAT THE TRUTH OF THE. 
. GOSPEL .l\HGI{"'l' 'CONTINUE WITH 'YOU." Well may , 

- we pray: 

"The ·Son of God ·goes forth to war, 
.A kingly crown to gain; 

His blood-red 'banner streams afar: 
Who follows in His train? 

W'ho 'best can drink.· his Cup of woe, 
. Trium:phant over. pain, 

, W'ho patient bears his cross below, 
• He follows. in His train. -. ~. . .. ' :. .. " . . . 
"The'm!lrtyr first, whose eagle. eye" 

. Could pierce beyond the grav..e, 
Who saw his MasteJYin the sky, " 

, 
.' 

···1 . 

~ And called on Him to save. . 
Like Him, with pard'on on His tongue, 

" . .In midst of mortal.pain, . . . 
He 'prayed for·them that did· the wrong: 

, W'ho follows in His tJ;ain.? '.' 

,. "A glorious band, the chosen few . \ 
, On··whom'the Sp'irit came,· ' 

.0" . 

o God of truth, wJIose living word 
Twelve'vpIiant saints; their hope they knew; 

. ' , And mOcked the 'cross' and flame: .. ',r " They met the tyrant's 'brandished steel, 
. ~. The lion's ,gory mane, . 

. Upholds ·whate'er hath breath, 
Look ·down on Thy creatiori;'l:.ord, . 

·Enslaveq by sin·and,deat1!-. 

Set hP ThY' ,6tandard, ~id, that we, 
_ Who claim a heaveB).y birth, . 

May inarch with Thee to smite the lies . 
That vex Tliy groaning e~rth: 

We fight for trqth, we fight ;tor God,
. . Poor slaves of lies and sin! ' . 

He· who would fight for ,Thee on earth 
, Must first be true within. '. . 

~ Tlien, God of .truth, for whom we long, 
\ Thou·who wilt hear our prayer, 
Do Thine own ·bat~e. in our hearts, . 
. And sl~y the falsE}'hood there. 

. Still smite, still·burn, till naught is left 
But God's own truth and love; 

Th.en, Lord, as morning dew come down, 
Rest on us from above. 

. \ 

. " .. 'Tb.er.bowed thl¥r nec!cs th~ deat~ to f~el: 
Who follows m theIr tram? . . 

I' .. • ••• 

, . 
,"A noble army, men and 'boys, 

. The matron' and the maid;' ' .' 
Around the Saviour's throne rejoice; , 
. In robes of light arrayed: , ... 
They climbed the .steep ascent of heaven, 

Through peril, toil, aDd pain; . 
o .God to us may grace 'be giVjm . 

To follow in their train'." , 

But whatl!hall I say of tge sP9i.I~. of .war .'garnered 
py the conquering Christ: the . robe' of rigJtteousness, the 
jew'els .of grace, the ti tles' 'to .mansions iIi the' skies, the 
spiritual estates which shall' be 'ours to --rule over and· 
enjoy'~ . When "He ·shall d·ivide the spoil with the strong" 
what earthly meed of praise, what 'vain-:glorious .human 
ti'tle, what reward 9.f any'sorj; that. could:be bestowed by' , 
any other hand; can 'be compared, with the .spoils of vic-

Yea, come.! then, tried as in.the.fire, , tory in whlch every one, whom He has madestr.ong, shall 
From every lie set free, . _ h' ? 

, Thy perfe¢!; ~th.shllli dw~ll in us,. ..', s ·are. ., . " 
. '- ...... ' ... :. ' .Ani! we·snaII:li've. ih TAee ... :Amen ..... " ",.-" . .- ,-But w.e mus·t"P,Qt. jorget:,tljat th.e .. two ··hundred who· " ' 

" -' 

. : - ... .. :....:... . . .. ' fainted a't ~:ae80r,. were not·.fa~int .. heart~d: tlie ,spir.it'.W8S, '-
.- "~: ." . Thi~ .. sermon ",viii ;De:,r~ad. by. 'many', ~i'nisUlrs .. when'·it, w-iliing.;.~b~!. the~:flesh 'was' weak:' '::N ot· ev.ery· one' can ·face: ',:, " :" c

is in print. ~t me dare to' counsel them: I have had . the foe with, equal valour.: "'Some must tarry by the stuff 
" ministers of every denomination come to see ms, and they at the O'rook. Besor. But they shall not. be wi'thout their' 

· ~ave sat in 'my 'office, im.d i.n· ,dUferent w~fs liave said reward, for -"·as his part is tlJat ·goeth down to'the ba~tle; . 

-, .! .. ,'" . 

.. 
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80 shall his part be that tarrieth)y the stuff: . they shall 
,put alike." Every faithfqI heart, regardless of' his ca
pacity, shall have a share i,n our glorious Victor's spoils. 

May we all have yicto,ry through ou~ ~rd Jesus Christ! 
In cloSing let us sing F,rances Ridley Havergal's chaI-, 

, lenging hymn: ..: 

..... 

. " •. Q ' , 

"Who is on the' Lord's side '! 
Who will serve the King '! 

, Who will 'be His helpers 
Other lives to bring? 

, ~o will leave the world's side '! 
, ' Who will face the ,foe '! 
Who is on, the Lord'·s side'! , 

Who for ,Him will go'! " 
, , 'By Thy call of mercy, 

'By Thy grace divine, 
, We are on the Lord's side; 

'Saviour, we a:t,:e Thine. 

"Jesus, Thpu hast 'bouglit us, 
Not with gold or' gem, 

But with Thine own,Ufe-blood, 
For Thy diad~m. ,-

, With Thy blessing filling 
. Each ,who comes to Thee, 

Thou hast made us willing, 
. Thmihast made us free.' 

, By Thy grand rede~ption, 
By Thy grace divine, 

We are on the Dord's side; , 
'Saviour,~~tl.,~re Thine. 

',~Fi~i-ce may 'be th~ conflict, 
, Strong may be the foe, .,' 

". 

, I. 

" I 

FEW .oR ',MANY? 
The Lesson of Statistics on ReligionS 

TH~ government statistics on ·the religious' affiliations 
of Canadi'ans recently made public, disclose that in 

the decade prececUrig the.1atest census the Roman Catholic 
Church has increased 'by more than :a million members 
and that in the. saine pe'riod'the United Church, shows a 
gain of more 'than' a half million. While it is a truism 
that statistics never tell the "whole stdry, and this is 
peculiarly applic8!ble to religious' statistics, yet: these fig
ures clead.y· demonstrate :that the influence of churches 
is .. by no me~~s' a thing of the past. . One is,reminded o,f 
the story' ofa landlubber Who, on first seeing. the. ocean, 

,was .asked what He thought,otit:, "Think of, it,",.he cried, 
, in amazement, ,"I think'it is a hqge succesS!'" The very 

magnitude of the gains credited 'to these chur<:,hes 'will 
extract wonder even from those who are not lost'in ad
miration:' The most convinced: and militant Protestant 
,must,.in 'tbe face 'of:thi{report, eonfess that.as far as 

, numbers go, the 'Church of Rome.is .a: su~cess. And on· 
the same grounds, it'must be admitted, that the marria:ge 

• f:!f the Methodist ChUreh 'and the Presby'terian 'Church' of 
,~ generatio~ ,ago has proved to be ·more prosperous than 

, any but the most sanguine. prophets then dared to hope. 

But the King's own army , 
None can overthrow. ' 

llound His standard ranging, 
Victory is secure; , 

Without meaning to" detract from the comfort and en- ' 
co~ragement that ~ardinills and bishops, mod~rators'luid 
denomin'ational leaders may n:ave deriv"M ,from a contem
plation of these, as,tronomical. figures, ,we canpot refrain 
from congratulating themOtliat the government' census 

, . was. taken in the year 1951 and no't at the ,beginnini of 
. the 'Christilm era, say on the Day of Pentecost. A sorry 

shOwing the first Christian church would have made at 
thit time, had ·Caesar. decreed a religious roll can- ~f his 
world-wide empire! One hundred and 'twenty disciples in 
an . uppet: . room wO,uld have 'b~ep. a meagre bind in ·com,
parison with the solid ranks of the universal religion of 
that day: Caesar had his own effecthre methods for keep- : 
'ing his' worshippers. iInited in the,ir ~doration of his 
statues, and his 'troops guaranteed the 'catholicity, that is 
the urii'versality, of emperor wor-ship by' the· ''Points of 
·their'spears and t~~ edg,es of' th~ir swords. Apd if any . 
rebe1- 'dared to acknowledge another, king':ibut, the Roman, 

, For His truth unchanging .. 
, Makes tlie ,triumph sure. 

Joyfully enlisting, 
By Thy grace divine,: 

We are'on the Lord's side; 
Saviour, we' are ThIne. , 

"Chosen to be soldiers 
. In an alien land . , 
Chosen, called, and faithful, ' " 

For our'C8lPtain!s barid, . 
In the service royal ' ' 

Let us not grow cold; , 
Let us be right loyal, 
, Noble; trlie, and bold. , 

. ~ 
Master, ',Thou 'w.ilt keep 'us, ' 

By Thy ,grace .diVine, ' 
AlwaY'S on the Lord's side, . 

Saviour, always Thine. 'A~en.-
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,Caesar there were ingenious ways 'of "liquidating" him, 
including the unspeakable torture of death 'QY crucifixion. 
Against a religion that· was at once united, c,!ltholic an'd 
Roman (we do' not employ the words in their technical 
modern ,use), the despised handful in the upper room, 
'even when swe'lled by three thousand newly-baptiz,ed con-

, ' verts;- would have been so pitifuUy smaII,as to be scorn-
fully lumped with the "miscelIaneous sects". '.'.. 

. "No! Many MightY" , ' 
Statisties, we. repeat, are imposing; but they do not 

, give the whole truth'. 'Majorities are not always' right,' 
, for' mere weight 'of numbers cannot 'be the final arbiter 

'in the ,moral realm.' Those who argue that the truth or ' 
falsity of creeds can be decided by the' mere counting of 

, noses, as Carlyle called it, forget-that ,Mohammedans and 
pagans far outnumber all those who profess and caU them- . 

" selves Christians,' even if· we· should, fnclude: .. aU, Roman 
, 'Cathoiics'ahd Eastern Chur'ches with the ··Protest~hts. 
: ,.ppm~Ulli!!!m appears to .. believe, that ',sheer inultiitid~",of , . 

the_masses, and their physical force can'decide alI things, 
but it is ,n,o part 'of genuine 'Christianity to believe that 
GOd.is on ,the ,'8id~ of ·the",!big:,battalion~, Paga~.,philoso~ 
phies tha~ puild on numbers ~nd prove their arguments 

-. '"=",, 
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'by' force have no fellowship with the Saviour who was 
"despised and rejected of men; a ma~ of sorrows, and 
acquainted with 'grief: and we hid as it were our faces' 
from him; he, was despised, and we esteemed him·not." 
Impressive statistics would lose their' glamour if they 
were 'set forth under this ru'bric: "For ye see your call-

, ing, brethren, how that not ma,ny wise men after the flesh~ 
not many mighty, not many, noble, are 'called: But God 
'bath chosen the 'foolish th,ings of the world to confound 
the wise; and 'God hath Chosen the weak things of the 
world 'to 'confound the things that are mighty' (1 Cor. 
2:26ff).' , 

Old-fashioned Methodists were accustomed' to greet 
their friends fiot with inane remarks on the weather or 

• enquiries about physical, health but with direct, /soul
searching ·questions: "1J0~ is it with your soul to-day, 
brother?" Wesley organized his converts into small 
groups or classes, making the' leader responsible for the· 
spiritual welfare of the' others. Now, despite the fact 

,that government census ta'kers asked. us all some very 
searcqing questions abou't' our age and our occupation 
and our 'income, none of 'them 'posed the pointed en
quiries 'about our spiritual state and standing that the 
Wesleyan 'class leaders used to ask. ,It was not to be 
expected that secular officials should 'do so; their duty 
was fulfilled when they asked and rep-orted on the re
ligioils, affiliations of the citizens, and they did not even 
requ'ire ,3. certificate of membership in a chUrch to check 
the truth of the response. 

, An' Assay Office Report 
As a special favour 'to a"hopeful farmer, the writer once 

'lugged a su,itcase f1,l1l of mineral 'to the government assay 
office. It was as wei'ghty as the richest gold-bearipg ore 
ever mined, but~alas, the test revealed that it was almost 
worthless. Now, government s'tatistics 'as to church mem
bershipare as accurate an index of spiritual Ufe as the 
weight of a sample of gold ore. A sample weighing a 
ton mi'ght be worth only a doliar. Or, on the other hand, 
it might, like the ore from some' min!!s; be r!lted as p'ro
ducing 'thirty dollars 'a: ton. Some'times nuggets are dis~ 
covered which prove to be almost pure 'gold, and they are 
worth ,far J;Ilore than crude ore -that outweighs them 
hundreds of times over. ' 

bers bu't much attention to qualIty .. They were c~refuI 
to make it indubitably clear that in New Testament times 
the personal relationship of th'e individual to Christ was 
.of supreme importance, 'and that -it Was this which de
termined hIS fitness for baptism and for admission to 
the fellowship 'of the local church._ 

How Are ChristiJns Ma~e? 
In the Journal' of John-Wesley, there is this instructive" ' 

entry reporting the appeal made to him by an Indian 
chief in -Georgia: "I desired," said the chief, "that some 
would speak the 'great Word to me; and my nation then 
desired to hear it; but now we are 'all in confusion. Yet 
I am glad you are 'come ..... But we would not he made 
Christians as the Spaniards make 'Christians: w.e would 
be taught, before we are baptized." , 

In F,rance there is a distinction currently made between 
','practising ,CathoHcs" and "non-practising Catholics". 
MIllioris of -professing Roman 'Catholics in that, country 
'have no other connection 'or interest in religion apart 
from the fact that they wez;e -baptized in the church, mar
ried in the church and expect to -be buried hy t~e church. 

.. Italy is g,enerally regarded as being solidly Roman Catho
lic, yet it has the largest 'Commun'ist patty in Europe 
outSIde of Russia. An Italian remarked to the writer 
the other day that probably forty per cent. of the Italian 
people were largely indiffez:ent or antagopistic to the 
official church. In Sou'th America there are millions of 
people who are listed in ecclesiastical sta'tisticS':as "Roman 
Catholics" whom intelligent Romanists reg!1rd as a lia-' 
bility to their Church for they exhibit supersti'tion at i'ts 
worst. Even the Roman Hierarchy appeals for mission
aries to teach these spiritual'ly and intellectually de
pressed peoples, thou'gh all 'the while they use their vast 
numbers, as proof of the divine authority of the Church 
of Rome. ' 

Multitudinism 
Unhappily, the Church'. of, Rome is no't the' only one 

afflicted by the plague of ,multitudinism. Protestant 
churches that in their doctrinal statements have been 
careful 'to eschew'the pernicious Romish error that makes 
salvation dependent upon the phys'ical application of a 
few drops of water, nevertheless, -in-scrilbe on their mem
'bership registers many whp have never had a saVing' ex
perience of the grace of God in 'Christ. I't is true tl}at 
Pro'testant churches do not teach, as does Rome, that 
'~Outside of th'e church, there is no salvation." Yet it 
seems a natural deduction to the ordinary man to as'su'm~ 

In the eyes of the New Testament writers, statistics 
were not regarded as of very great importance, for 
though we read of three thousand who "gladly received 
h'is word (and) were 'baptized" and on anotl).er occasion 
of five thousand "whiCh heard the 'word" and "believed", 
'there 'is no information as to the size of the membership that because he has' been baptIzed and made a member 
roll in the churches described by inspired writers. In', of a Christian church 'that he is therefore, in the, true 
every case the einphasis is laid upon the fact that they sense of the ~ord, hims~f a '~hristian. WhEln such' is 
were composed of tho'se who were "called to be saints" the 'case, the church and Its ordmances, so far from lead
or who were "in the Lord Jesus Christ" or who were ing men to Chris't, stand across the way to Him as bar
'~believing brethren". We talk abou't church -membership riers thrust between the,souI and i'ts 'Saviour. 
and count the' number of those who adhere to denomina- . A few years ago one of tlie students in the SemInary 
tions as' though to be a Christian meant no more than to told how, he had :become a church member, ,against his 
join some. 'lodge or club. In contrast 'to this loose use will. The preacher 'in the nearby church came to visit at 
of langua:ge that ,denotes 'careless thinking" the New his home one ,day, and Hke many farm boys, when the 
Testament used the word "mem'ber" in its true sense as pas'tor came in the front. door he -went out the back door 

I a "bodily organ, a lim'b". It teaches tha't "now ,hath God to seek refuge in the barn till the visita.uon 'shou'ld be 
set the members everyone Of them in the body, as it hath pa'st. In du~, time he returned to the house and seeing , 
pleased'h'im" (1 iCor, 12 :'18). The capital question in the that the coast was clear, he asked h'is mo'ther, "Well, what 
Bible is not whether we' are members of a church, or of did the preacher want ?," "He thinks'you are oId enough 
some particular church, but whether we are "members" to join the church," was the reply: "But, mother," saitl' 
of.'Christ, th.at i~ parta~erlil of ~is .life, unite~; to Hi,m 'by' the lad, "I'm not a Christian. I don't know anythin'g 
faIth. The msplred WrIters paId httle attention to num- about J,'eligion, and I'm not fit to become a member. of 
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the church." Despite his -prote<!t, the next 'Sunday his 
name was read from the pulpit among the list of new 
members. Now, how much is that sort of membership 
worth, e'ither in the sight of God or of man? Happily, 
the young man in question came under the, sound of the· 
Gospel 'in another church and was sounoly 'converted, but 
many another young person has been luUed into the. sleep 
of death because he was "railroaded" into . the church -
the word would be employed in connection with any other 
,organization that ... dared employ similar tactics to gain 
members. 

1nbe JleforEners ' , 
The Reformers of the sixteenth century, those great 

prophets raised up by God for such a time of special need 
and signal 'blessIng, were_undoubtedly men Who, in their 
own souls had tasted and seen that 'God was good. Their 
protest was not primarily a negative one, against the 
socia'l ,evils or the moral laxity or even the doctrinal 
errors of the Roman church, but only against these thin'gs 

. so far as they perverted the Gospel. They were men who 
had found 'God, or rather had been found of Him, and 
therefore they testified What they had seen and heard: 
namely that ,God had spoken in His Word, that Christ 
had died on the Cross for sinners, and that the way for 
a:ll was free 'and open for all to:come to· the fountain head 
of living waters, to .. the Saviour Himself, with whom each 
soul could and must come for himself. These spiritually 
enlightened men found that the ,Church -of Rome h~d 
put itself in the place of :Chnst, as though God had with
drawn Himself 'from ·the undertaking to save men and 
had deputized ,the priests with their. sacerdotal machin
ery as His sole and only representatives on earth. The 
Reformers came to regard the pap,iWy as Antichrist be
cause its agents stood in the place of God, not inVit'ing 
men to the meek and lowly, and yet ·a:ll 'Powerful Saviour, 
:bU,t to their traditions. of men .. which they exploited-for 
the'ir own 'base gain.... 

The' greatest weakness of Protestantism is that it has 
not always been true to the genius of the Refor~atio~, 
th'is' 'personru experience of the believing soul with the 
Divine ;Saviour. In the doctrina:l statements of all-the. 
Reformation Churches there is plainly al1d unmistakably 
written the truth that Christ is the One Mediator, that 
His sacrific~ on the cross is the one true atonement for 
sin, th'at salvation is the free gift of God through faith 
in Christ. Yet the old danger of allowing the church and 
the sacraments to' come between the soul and' its Saviour 
was not _alw!1Ys consi'stently guarded against, and· as a 
result Protestant 'Ch1,lrches have again 'and 'again fallen 
into the worst pitfa:lls of' the papal system, either by 
teaching or by allowing their peQple to think that a man's 
relationship to. the church determines his re'latir'1.ship to 
Christ. . 

A Barbed Reply 
A curious enquirer once asked the .Lord, "A~e there 

few that be saved?" (Luke 13:23). We are not told 
whether: the question was prompted by genuine spiritual 
concern or by idle curiosity or'bY the common conception. 
that supposes spiritual values can be measured by me
chanical tallies. In any' case, the Master's .reply 'was a 
'barbed DOne: "Strive to enter in ·at the strait gate, for 
many, I say unto you; will seek to enter in, and shall not 
be able. When on'ce the master of the house is ris~n up, 
and hath shut the door, and ye begin to stand without, 
and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto 

~-, . 

... 
us; and he shal'l answer and say unto you, I krlOw you ~ot 
whence ye are." 

Does the· reply seem to indicate that there are but 
. few 'by its allusions to "strait gate" and to the "many" 
who "will seek to. enter in, and shall not be able." On the 
other 'hand, the wide sweep of the divine mercy is made 
clear in th.e gloriously inclusive picture of the 'great 
feast: "And they shall come from the east, and from the 
west, and from the north, and from the south, and shall 
sit down ·in the kingdom of ;God~ And, :behold there are 
last which 'shall be first, and there are first which 'shall 
be last.'!" But to dwell on the "few" versus the "many". 
of the reply is surely, to stay on the circumference of the 
·principle laid down in the penetrating reply. ·The Master's 
barbed shaft is pointed with a personal application: 
"Strive to enter in." He would say, it seems, that this 
is first of all a matter for a man to settle wit'll himse'lf 
before God. Enter in yourself.: "Save yourself from thhv 
untoward generation." He startles His hearers by te'll
ing them .that ,the Great Day will reserve' unexpected and 
painful 'surprises for those who imagine' that spiritual 
destini'es are determined by earthly relationships· and 
physical contacts with truth and gOQdness. It is not 
enough to take the name of IChrist upon our 'lips, to nave 
seen Him with· the eye of the flesh. Tp such he may say, 
as he 'may say to the' church. members in our day, Pz:otep
tant or Roman. Catholic, "I know you not whence ye are;' 
depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity." The 'lesson 
of statistics on religious affiliation is not to 'be found 
in -their size but in the personal application of the search
ing command of the Master: "Strive to enter in at the 
strait gate." I. -W.S.W. 

AN IMPURE CHURCH 
Nothing will induce me to form an impure church. 

"Fifty added to the church" sounds well at home,' but if 
only five, of these a,re genuine, what will it. profit in tIle 
Great Day? 

-DAVID LIVINGSTONE. 

A SIX.MONTHS' STORY CONTINUED 
IN TIllS ISSUE· 

The story ~f . THE GREAT CONTENTION 
FOR THE FArrH by Bible.believing Baptists 
of Canada, which began in the front.page 

:ai1icle of Nov. 20, will continue in instalments 
week by week for probably four to ,Ix month .. 

We earnestly solicit the co.operation of all 
our readers in making this story 8S widely 
known as possible. In order to 'give currency 
to it. we will send' THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
containing -this story week by week for the full 
tiEne of its continuance - not less than six 
months - for $1.00. S~~d in your subscriJ!
tion iEnmediately, and aU subscriptioDs wIll 
begin with the first instalment in the issue of 
Thursday, November 20th. 

NEW SUB,SCRIPTIONS ONLY 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS,FOR SIX MONTHS 

-FOR $1.00 
Addr~s 130 Gerrard St. E., Toronto' 2, Onto 

-, 
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. 'Chapter Eleven ,in th~ History of the Battle for the Bibie Aniong' 
Bap~ists of. Ontari~ . and Quebec .. 

By -Dr, T~ T. Shields 

I N' T~IIS chapter we co~clude ~ur examination of the, ' Would Dr. Cross 'have any objection:to that? because, 
teachings' of Professor George Cross. We haye an there are ten!,! of thousand:s 'Of men and women who :have 

analysis of another' 'book by Dr" 'Cross~ entitled, .7:h~ \, ~'en steeped in every' 'kind of vice, and' who have thus 
T1!-eology of Sckleier.rrw,cher; but yv~ 'have decided not to. 'become new creatures by coming to th'E!New Testament: 
'burden our 'readers' with this. ,Schleiermacher be,~me But,Dr. Qros!! i-s not interested in what'Begbie would call
very largely Prof. Cross' mastez: and. m~deI. .~e differs .such ",broken ea~h~nware": he,is obses'sed with the idea -
from 'Schleiern'iacher at some'points, but in the ,main his that the only person who matters iIi this world is "the 
writings are but an ~h~ of the principles of Schlei~r- educated 'young man", "the ,cOllege mlm", "the intelligent 

,macher's teaching. And inasmuch as the Iboo~ ~ WhICP man" .. An~ what does he do? He reads the 'New Testa
'we 'have'referred is really. Dr: ICross' ',apprecIatIve est~-:. ment, but 'he has been pr~paredpy earlier studies in Co'm
'mate of tbis revolutIonary theOlogian, 'and does not,neces- parative ReUgion,s, ,and h~s been ,told that many' of the 

, sarBy'at every poin~ represeI),t the,~~act positio.n of Dr. features of the Cliri'stian'r'eligion are to be found in other 
'Cross we have thought it wiser and 'fairer,to confine our reJiogions, so when he 'reads of the 'miraculous interven," 
examination to wo'rds actually written by Dr. yross him- tions in' the Old' Testament, ",this ijypotbetical, 'youth 

. '. ~~."" .' 
self:" would class ·these portions of the ,narratives with, the 

: 'In this chapter ,we complete our ~nalysis of Dr. Gross' folklore, .l~gen~s, or 'I!lythol?~y, he ~adalready ~ou~d !n ' 
teachings in his' hook, .Creative Christianity, Chapter II., . the. tr~d~~lOns of .o,th,~r rehgioull faIths" O!, h~d read m 

J, 

',' 

" : 

, A . . theIr scrIptures." . . . , .. " .' and also of his. teaching . .i~ 'a booklet entitled, The tt.~-
tude of the Modern T.heologian Toward Jesus Christ. . When such vicious teaching has 'been so 19n~ 'r~pant " 

:. ':Tlhese' ,quotations with lOur ,comment upon them follow. 'In :suppos~,dly 'Christian institutions, ·it is, surely 'nothing 
., 'I'" ' l~ss than ,a miracle that a preache,:r of the gospel, or it 

, CREATIVE CHRISTI"",NITY , church of b'e~ievers, s'hould "be left .anywhere 'upon the 
, .. earth.,.' 

. Q~otations from 'Chapter II.;...The Discovet:y' of the ,,~ould ,I?r. ~cDorm~nd ~in~ ,any 0'ccasf9n to prot~t 
: ~ " Perfect ;personality :;..- ,'" agamst . thIS k;Ipd of teachmg, 'Or would he fear "the 

p. ·57.....:Re, Miracles: (Dr. Cross imagines' an . educated . tragedy of'sohilSm" and 'consequently remain silent? 
Y9ung .man c~ming.1:,O the New Testament for t:he first '~ 
time:), . . . .. ..,' p:' ~3-Re Aut1iffllticity 0/ R.ecords 0/ th.e Gospel: 
.' "It -is. pretty,certain that hi~ attention wquld .first be "w, e' must say that we hmve not.in the' New Testament 
·aMracted fo 'the extraordinary occurrences recorded and 1 / / ,.. that he would detect 'l'esemblances betw'een them 'and the a s,mp e 'matter-o - act statement of. what Jesus said and 
ex' .... aordinary' events associated in .the mdnds of people with di~, 'an~. the mo!~ w:e ·try to. make it appear so, the 'more 

~. eVIdent IS our fudure, "We, have no clear'right ,to claim 
the begihriings of. ot'ner fa:i,ths. Al$O, there can be little P9'gs~:ion of ,a verbatim" report of '!his teaChings or any-
doubt that a reader wiTh his'mental tend~ncies would re-' thO l'k't It"t 'bl • . .' . b' h...... .. d mg I e I .... ' IS qUI e POSSI e that:"there' are in-

.. , gard such ac~unts as the .vI~'m, '.Irt , .~.ue 'V:~~Io.nS an. ~tances, !few or many, of exact quotations'ifroni.his lips and 
'. dreams assocrat~ (p. 5~) w~th It, hIS feeding of thousan~s .. m many, passages there is a verisimilitude .. :' 'But we can 

, of PE;OPle at'!a sIqgle time from, ~if~ b~rley .cakes, h~s·.· never be quite s;uie that. the ,verisimilitude is not owing' to 
wall,dng. on ~~ lWa~er. of the l'lI;~e 'to go :a~ard a bo~t ,and the fitness of such sayings to 1ibe state ~of mind those people 

"':.: rejOIn'ihIs dlsCIples, hi~ 'prodUCing J'a calm .m the JpIdst. of, had come'to or to our Own state of mind." 
the storm by commandIng 'the waves .and wmds to be .quIet,. , 
~is rais-ing.of i;he dead ~a<;k to life.by the: uit:~e!,,3.n~e of a Dr. ,"Cross questions the authentiCity of the records,of 
wor.d ~.t:he!e can. ~e II~~~le ~oubt, I say, m the mm~ of the 'gospel: '~We have no clear right to claim possession 
~'~fy~et;V~~i:~e~~~I~~~ ~~~t~~ :::\~fo~~O%.~:hlla~~~~~; of Hi·s (Jesus') teachings "or anything like W'. ' \v'hy 
hypothetiqal youth wouZd class these portions oj'the nar- have we not? It is true t~at the gospels w~re written 
rative~ with ~h.e. /olk!01:e,. l!1gends or mytho~0f!Y he !'t'ad ,long after the earthly life of our' Lord- had tenJIinated. • 
already ~oun,cJ In ~he 'o:aditionll of other relIgIOUS faI'ths How then could anybody write The Sermon on the' 
or had read In t:heir Scnptures....' ,. M' " ~ . '. ' , . ... .., ount, for mstance, as representmg the exact words of _ 
.. Again: "Dr .. Cross. imagines 'an 'educated' young -man' 'Jesus,. or any other 'of His discourses, sucli :as the third < 

coming to the New'Testa'ment"for the first· time." ,We of John, or the sixth of Joh~, or His prayer in the seven- . 
wonder what Dr. 'Cross would say of a poor drunken sot, teenth chapter of Jo'nii? ·I;Ias the New !.testament any- ." 
completely mastefed by his·.vice, 'who comes to the New' thing·to say on this pz:oblem? We venture to believe it 

. 'Testament for the first time; and reads there of ' a Man is perfe~t1y explicit. The Holy 'Ghost was promised, and 
, caned Jesqs, Who died on a cross, and was buried, and' it was specifically declared, "He sh~II teach you all things, ' 
rose 'again, and ascended into heaven,? And such' a poor and bring' all thiI),'gs to ,y(iur' remembrance; whatsoever I 
drunken wretch:- of ~oqrse, he 'has not ,been to college, . have' said unt'O you". 'O~ce postulate 'God, begin where;., 
n'or' sat at. the feef of Dr:' Cross!, -.:. t~,is' p09r' 'l:Iuma~' the' Biblebeg~,ns:' "In the' beginning' :God", once. aSfnime' 
wreck, i's 'simple enough. to ,beUeve. ·on the ,Lord Jesus -: .th;ere is,a,Holy ,Spirit, and that He 'is God, Wis no 'miracle 

'.' ., .. , ,'. Christ .. Now"he ,fhids himself l\ completely new creattire;. 'for Hiin t6·.remeItJ.'b_~r ·.everything! that :Jesus hls. Said. 
~, new desires,' new powers, ,new purposes: 'he' becomes, in . Th-e 1piracle consists" '~n' His, 'exercising tbe office of 

., ~ ,~ -. ;eyery respect", ~aIi upright; respectable" 'man, a usefl,ll Divine Remembrancer. ' " 
. citiz~n, an. ideal .husband and . father' - all because~he 

came to the New Testament. ' ,p' 7~Re NeW Testament,Writers and t1/.e Life 0/ Ghrist: 
MiracZes::i /" 
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.. Nat~rally;therefur~. the rePT688ntatiOns which the New' to us." - "How artificial this entire construction seems to 
Te8ta1rU~n~ .writer8 make of the .peT80nal,ty oi Je8us mU8i. us now!". . .' . 
be used with diScrimination. Th,.e ·accounrt;s of such 'scenes' 
as bis exorcism of demons. His transfIguration on a- mount-' Read the' .paragraph above, again' --;. a representation 

· ain top. his stilling of ·storms. his .summoning of aeceased . of Jesus' in. the New' Testame~t 'as the God-mari, posses's,
persons back to life! hi's physical' ascension into the s\ty ing, in Himself in. "'a real life OIl' ·earth the infinite po"~e' r '. 
before the eyes of men~ picture him 'as exercising. a .kind .. 
of magical power anq. as having ·access· to influences of a· . and glory of God, and who gave b.imse~, nevertheless, , 
ki~d ex~aneQus to our lives, To men·.pf t~attime the8e to the eridurance .of an infinite 'penalty for sin:" . What 
'fYI:sf1h,t 8eem evidence8 of- ,hiB high calling but they make about· it? Dr.- Cross says,' "How artificial: this entire· 
hs:m sn a corre8ponding degree a 8tranger and an alien to - constru~tion seems to us' now". Is 'it artifI'cx'al to Dr.' 
us. In :all 'this o!lr minds are drawn to the region of the ' 
mysterious. the unaccountable. the unknowable, Wdth a··McDormand, and those for whom he speaks?. Have ·they 
personalIty whose native abode is there we can never 'be still a modicum .of .faith in4he dependability of the New· 
at hom~ : .,' (p: 76) We know of no means by which we' Testament or is it all a cunningly-devised fable which 
cal). !be earned mto that unknown rea:lm nor. do our long- . .' . . ..... -. ,. 
i.ngs reach in that. direction,. ,Therefore we are .unable to p~,ple of mtelhge~ce.are to reJect?, To protest, by every 
8fJe in the repre8entations 'we 'have ;u8t 8poken .of the Per-, '. means 'iil,one's Power. against such a complete denial of 
fectio,,!- of Per80noJity, 'but rather its di8paragement.-" . eve.rything Christian - is ita necessity, a' solemn Huty, 
; We ''have no true portrait of the personality of'Jesus in bi~~ing .. upon everY . ~ne·. who ~uld" be ,loy~l. to., Jesus 
the New Testament. What is said of Him "must be ,ChrIst? . Or. must. ~e Ylel!l to it the acqUIescence of 
used' with discrimination". Once again, everytliing that . ~Hence. Jest :our protest should' 'cause schism? S~hism' 
is saia of Him, as indicating' a supernatural i.nt.erposi-· from. wha~? ~~parB:tion' fro~ what? .Separation,-fr.om 
tion in' the affairs·of men. whether .through· Him in the almost ummagmable, blatant. and 'bJasp~emous unbelIef. 
Jives of others. or in H~s' ow~ experien~es, s·uch as "His .. • 
physical ascension into the sky before the eyes of'men" Quotatlons from Chapter III-The Makmg of the . 
- all these. things are to be' doubted! ~'Therefore: we are . '. , B..ette~_ World - . 'I ...: . 

· unable to see in the representations 'we have just'spoken . I • p, 95-:-Re. Oh,ryst· and H~man !lett61'!"~t :,:, The fea~u!,es 
, 'f th f' f . '1'" '. .... . ()if the personahty of. Jesus depIcted''lD :the Gospels WhICh 
· o. e per ectIon 0 persona Ity. but rath~;r Its dlsparage- 'have been the most powerfolilly effective -in human better-
ment~'. . _ "ment are not those whIch represent hil!l 'as in the possession 
~ W ~ have heard of' some very. extravagant evangelists o,f powers extr,aneou;s ~ ~e ho~a)ly CC?nditionecJ hU!l!an 

. who, in retailing their own . exploits, quite surpassed the' . hfe, '?!It those ~n WhICh he appears as nfat~rally oelongmg 
r d f th A tl P I · . B' t th' . fl' both mwardly and outwardly to our r,ace. .... " ·ecor 0 e pos e au. . u eY were woe u exag-· ".'. '.' . 
gerators, as we .have discovered. And equally. 'th~ir .ad- . Dr. Cross cannot risk the denial that in ·th«:! personality 
mirers, who have said similar things about them. are o~ Jesus t]teI:e'have Ibeen featlire~ powerfully ~ffeC:!tive'in_ -. 
unreliable reporters. Perhaps so. But here ~e are asked ' .. hq:tn!ln ,betterment., But he insis~s that it has not been 

_ to apply that prinqiple of eu·ggeration and ·distortion· . th:e'evidence of th~ superhati.traIis~ of··H~s cha~!acter.
to the gospel narratives .. What ·have. you to .say. Dr .. His life. and' death. and resur~ction - but"~the influen
McDormand? Would you protest ;ag·ainst such sacrilege tial factors 'hav~ been the evidences th'at inwardly 'l,lnd 
as this? . . . outwardly He was of our race ahd 'one with ourselves . 
. . p, 84--:Re Ohrist and the Re8urrection and. Doctrin~ of T'~is 'man seems to hate the truth ·that"God was in 

. Redemptton:. .. Christ reconciling the world unto himself"! 
. "When 'JeSus and . the resurrection) was preaC'hed to the . 

votaries of these' raiths I(vota~!,!s of heathen' ·philosophies) _ p, l09-Re Origin~Z Sin:."Accorcllng tq the traditionaUy 
and to the ·advocates of .'the philosophy that ·was ·akin to. orthodox vjew. the whole of m'ankind is turned into a' 
them. he displ'aced in their mi,nds their ail.cient dei-ties. but ma8~a perditionis through the 'pr'opa'gation by natural 
j,t 'was at the: cost of being conCeived in th'eir 'liken~s and genemtion of. the evil nature ~ Original .. Sin - which' 
his sa~va·tion in terms o.! fue kind of redemPti!>n whicq t·li~rl'· supervened ·in· man .lipon ·the first transg·ressiop. Tohere is 
worshlppers(er~ved, HI~ ~eath ·and r~sul[ectI<?n :w~ made. . no need to discuss that doctrine 'nere. ·but it ·is. weB to ·point 
the death and resurrection: of a God and bY'hIm they were. out that --;-_ it S'adly perverts 'the_truth in that it fails to 
-to· be r~eemed fraIl!- the bon~age ~ darkn~s. errqr ,aJ;ld perceive that the. unity o{. the 'human 'race is constituted. 
!Deta.phYSIc,al corrJ.lJ?tio~ an~ to ente~ mto the mcorruptIble; not ,by the fact of ·a 'common phySical descent· but rather 
Immort~l lq,fe of deIty, ,,' by the participa'tion. ihQug,h in. ever so vari<ius ·degrees. 

Can we find anything anyWhere to~-matah the blasphemy in: a .com~on ideal.~· . 0- • .' • '. '. 

of this paragraph? Jesus has merely displaced the ,. What Dr. Cross says in this paragraph about' original 
deities Which they had conceived;.in their own ·minds. .sin is sh.eer piffle. In view' of all human history. iUs so 

· Paul 'said to the Thessalonians •. "Ye turned to God' from' obviously confrary to historical fact· as to deserve nC? 
· idols tp serve the living and' true ·Ood". pro Cross ,would . ", 
say, Ye turned from ·ancient·to ·newer defies of .. your own. ~omment. c .', .•.. . 

imaginative creation. Here the 'atonement, qeath;. 'and p. 110-:-Re SOUrce8 of the OhriBtian ViBion of the Future: 
th t 1 . t' f J' . I t I . d' . d . "From the.Jew came the image of a rieW world of men in 

e ac ua. resurr.ec Ion 0 esus. a~ comp e e y, eDle. a . bett~r eart'h, 'It would 'be ushered in 'by a cataclysm •. a 
·Would J?r. McDormand •. in order to avoid·;·"schist:n". physical resurrection 9f·.the dead. ·a. judgment of. all mim-
acguiesce'in this denial? , ., kind .. before the divine trlbuna:I. th;e sentence of the wicked 

. . -- to" the lower wOrld of demons land the exaltation oj; ··t'he 
p, 88-Re "Orthodox Rep,'esentation8 of Ohri8t~': righteous to the h'appiness of a renov'ated earih,"-
"In the orthodox representations of him at the 'time we 

see ,th.e grahdeur 'of one who ~ssess~dJn 'himself in it. reaI. In: this parag;raph there is '!on implicit. denial of_ what. , 
life. on, earth ,the' infini'te' power·,and· gl~ry of ;Go~. ·a~a .w!t0 he elsewhere' calls apocalypticism; a denial Qf' a'ny dJvine' 

.. , gave .hIm.self, :neverthele~; to 'the enQ.uI"~ce ·9(;an. n~ftmte communicatioli's' and '!the !Christian vision 'Of- the future" 
~~lty. for _.sm for. the sl;d~~:of men. wh'O were, wor.th~ess· ......, ., ... ,.... . . .••. .:.. f' lL' ." ....... ' ". -
apart from 1;he worth he thereby g'ave to. them. But'the.in- IS. <!ependent upon. the Jews notlon.o ueaven and ·hell.· 
terest .in him personalily. is mostly limi.t~ to t'his one ~in t. ' ' 
He .ili· a ibeing (far supeI'lior to ,the WQrld-fleeing' Jesus of the . p:' 114--po.Gtrine of the union:?f .diyi,,!-e q,n~. hi!-m..rin:,ele~ 
mediaevaJl ascetic,' _but he ,is pre8ented'M an eternaZ divine . n.ent8 in' OnTi8t said to be derIV'eii from',Gl"aeco~R6man 
per80naZity wh08e 'native abode iB in. a differ:ent realm frbm ,Philosophy. "To. t'hem the.·Incam·a·tion 'of GOd i~' Christ_· 

· 'our8 'and wh08e .high~ nature i8 an .inacrutt41le mystftT'lI. beca~e the centra~ dogma of' the Christi!ln faith 'and the. 
.' ,.' ,.. . . . 

.~ 

,.' , 
c.: 6 

'. 

.... : 

.'. ';.'. 

: ·1 



" o 
, '~ , ' 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCA'rE January 29, 1953 12 (652) .... 

l}ope of the' deification of our personal nature its governing 
motive," 

, , 

An equally' implicit denial of the truth, of the divine 
and' human elements in, the nature of Christ~ It is all 
"d~rived from Graeco-Roman philol!!ophy". ., 

The modern theologian, does not so believe, but sets aside 
such supposed authority in favor of the principle of ,free 
investigation." ' 

p, 26-Re Scriptures and Chri~t: ' 
"The modern student necessarily begins'his 'attempt to 

reach a, theological view of Jesus Christ by ,an effort to 
ascertain the original facts out of which the -interest in 
hIm arose, It makes no difference, to him where the facts 
are found, whether' in the writings of the New Testament, 
ar in the works of Jewdsh 'and Gentile writers of those 
ti;mes, or in anything -that tlhrows I1ght on those times.',' 

p, 27-On the s'ame topic: ' , . 
"Anyone who bas had eX'perience in working out a kn'owl: 

edge of fact from document'ary or oral materials knows 
hoW difficult it is to reach certainty,'in matters of detail 

'p, 119~Re Revelation: "Moreover, the means to tbe 'used 
fur its betterment are Qot to be brought into 'action by ,a 
violent irruption .into the norinal course of nature-but in 
the very manner dn (p. 120) which the good' of the n'atural 
life ill promoted, QuHe in keeping with this is the'concep- , 
tion of divine r~elation which is now becomi'ng prev8J.ent 
among the more enlightened, Revelation is ceasing to be ' 
conceived of as the communication of ,facts which could 
not be known: through the native processes of our spirits, 
but on'ly through purely miraculous cbannels, and the Bible 
is ceasing to be received as, an aut'horitiafive coHection of 
,information concerning supernatural and superration:al 
facts," , 

Here is a plain denial of the principle of revelation. 

',even about small ·af['airs .... What if ,we cannot -tell pre
cisely how far ,his words 'and deeds as they He before ,,us' in 
the Gospels, bear the marks of the inte!1pretative love ~nd 
faith of his fo'l!lowers! That is 'not aUogether 'a loss, for it.. 

Dr. Cross commits himself to "the concep'tion of divine 
revelation which is now becom'ing ',prevalent among the 
more intelligent"! 

. helps us to know more fully what he was.", ' , 

How,proud this man is of his' little two or three-watt 
\ight that illumines 'his cranium! We met 'an early gradu
ate of McMaster University a few years ago, and in the 
course of our discu'ssion I quoted a scripture to him. He' 
greeted me' with a sneer, almost a sa:tanic leer. I said 
to him" "Perhaps, you don't believe in the princJple of 
revelation now?" To which he' replied, "If you mean 
in' any extra-mundane revelation, I don't." Here it is: 
"The Bible -is ceas'ing to be received as an ,authoritative 
collection of information concerning sUpernatural aJld 
superrational facts." 

Quotation from Chapter IV-The Power of Cosmic > ,Interp;retation 
p, 132-Re Future Life: , 
"Increasing numbers of intelligent people, particularly 

~hose who have lived through a college cU1'ricUlum, have 
come to feel that no man is competent to say that we have 
positively 'authenticated information about the future life 
or the world beyond." 

, , 

What 'blessings colleges bave"conferred upon ,the'human 
race! .once people had some fear 'of God before ,their 
eyes. There was a time when men were somewhat de
terred from the extremes, of evil ,.by 'thoughts of future 
retribution. And sl.lffering saints were comforted by 
thoughts of 'heaven. But ,they were all wrong! We 
have no knowledge now that there is a 'future life! 

Read Dr. Cross' paragraph over again; but bear in 
mind it does not apply - thank ,God! :.... to everybody, 
but only to "intell!gent people, particularly those who\, 
have lived through a college curriculum". These pro
fessors seem to,get their colleges on the brain, and'some
how 'they learn in them - we say it without ,apology,. 
and with perfect certitude - they learn how to become 
'bigger 'fools than half the inmates of insane asylums, 

QUOTATIONS FROM "THE ATTI'rUDE OF THE 
MODERN: THEOLOGIAN TOWARD,JESUS 

CHRIST" by George_ Cross, Ph.D., D.D. 
Selected·JbY OLIVE L. CLARK .. M.A., Ph.D., 

Professor of Greek, Toronto Baptist Seminary 

Note: This 'article which is reprinted from The Biblical 
World' contains similar statements concerning Christ and 
the Scriptures to those appearing'in the books of Dr. Cross, 

p. 25-"E'arly Protestant. mediaevtal Ca,tho!.ic and ancient 
Catholic thinkers held that a decIoaration of the true and 
final view'of what Christi-ans should ,think of Christ had 
been definitely given 'pY constituted exterr:'lal authority. 

" 

In the three paragraphs'above, Dr. ~Ci'OSs discloses the 
basic principle of Modernism. In the first paragrapp. he 
groups Prptestants, mediaeval and ~ncient ICatholics, and 
they!were all subject to "external authority". He makes 
no distinction between Protestants and Catholics, for, 
whether the authority be the 'church, or Holy Scripture, 
"the modern theologian" is a law unto himself. "He sets 
aside all such authority in favour of free investigation." 
That, of course, is the great question .. ' In what does su
-preme religious authority reside? ' 

In the 'second paragraph we come, again upon ,the 
hackneyed phrase "the modern student". Modernism 
seems to assume there were no thinkers in'the world un
til "the modern student" was born. He professes such 

, student is su'bject to the, authority of "the original facts," 
and' sees "no difference'" 'between "the New Testament" 
and "Jewish and Gentile'writers"., Of course, this is an 
utter repudiation of all scriptural authority. ' 

The third paragraph again discounts the dependaibilitY 
of Holy:-Scripture, and assumes that we cannot tell "pre
cisely" how far the deeds and words of Jesus 'are given 
us in the gospels, ana. how far the narratives are coloured 
by "the love and faith of his foUowers". 'l'his is not a 
los'S because at least we have some idea of what His' fo1-
lowers thought of Him!1 But, of course, we have no 
really ~accurate history here, any more than ,we should 
find it in the rhapsodjzing of a: brideg~m over his bride, 
or a bride over her bridegroom. 

p. '28, 29~In analyzing the Character of Christ, he says: 
"To treat Jesus' words 'and deeds as evidence 'Of-some

thing we call 'his nature', whether -that be single or double, 
is to lose the clue to' an understanding of -the purpOse 
of his life as he appre'bended it for himself. Similaruy. in 
order to' know 'his ch'aracter it is necessary to reject the 
assumption that he was in possession oJ information touch~ 
ing ·the moral significance of his own Hfe or the lives of 
ot'hers obta,ined by him ,in waYs -inaccessible to us, for this 
would ,impose an effective barrier to out moral fellowship 
with him and conceal his real character from' ,\!ie.w. " .. 
(p. 29)-Still less are we to ,be precluded' from a free 
an'a'lysis of Jesus' mora.l character ~by the gratuitous 
assumption tha-t only one side ill his :person is open to our 
intelligence 'Or that there were mYllterious experiences of 
his or ,a mysterious knowledge in which 'We can have no 
part. The modern .attitude toward him is a more reverent 
one, For such a view would put him- fa,r away and 11I,ake 
his character an insoluble enigma," , ' 

In the above paragraph we come a'gain upon the tire
some phrase, "the modern.,J!.ttitude". And what is it? 
Jt is Unitarianism - we had almost said, minus. To as
sume that Jesus knew any more than ordinary men, that 
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He had any idea of the mor~l significance of His own 
Ufe, or that He had access to sources of. knowledge "in
accessible to us" is to misunderstand Him. Surely, no 
one assuming this "modern attitude" could· Have a~ New 
Te~tament gospel to preach.. . ' . 

p. 30-"Ftl1:ther questions arise (concerning. Christ) : HoW 
did Jesus interpret himsel.f and :the relation he bore to the 
worId of men? Wha.t ambitions had he worZdward'_When 
he thought of the hopes that men. held to 'bE"fore his day 
and held sti}il, how dId! they determ,ine his conception of his 
own calHng? How did he reconcile himseZ.f ·to .the course 
of the divine providence when he 8aw it moving 4irectZy 
counter to his desires~1J , 

I The implications of this paragraph are .positively 
blasphemous. It assumes that Jesus had yielded to the 
Devil's temptations; and· that H:e had "ambitions world
ward". And. Jesus was completely frustrated becau!le 
Providence had ordered His life in. a way "directly 
counter to His desires" ! ' 

What would any Judge do with such utterly i.rrelevent 
evidence~ '. 

What if, for the sake of argument we were to set aside 
the principle of divine inspiration, and reduce the whole 
matter to the natural plane, 'by what principle recogniz
a!bl~'by rational men, may it be as.sum,ed ·that the modern 
theOlogians know more about the "facts~' of the life of 
Jesus than those who were His contemporaries, who saw 
Him in the flesh, and wrote about Him, while the events 
recorded 'were still fresh in .their memories! Or even of 
those a generation later, who were at least near~r to the 
events recorded, than "the modern theologian~' 'of our 
time? If we ad9--to this reflection the ·auth.ori~ativ·e prin
ciple of divine inspiration, surely it is evident that such 
"modern theologians" as Dr. Cross, are doing little 'Detter 
than blowing soap bubbles from a clay pipe! . 

p' 32-"It is easy, therefore, to Perceive -how a modern 
theologian feels when -he is confronted with the demand 
that he s'ay "Yes" or "No" to some,accepted doctrine of 

p. 30-"The answer of Jesus to us (as we ask ~he ques- Jesus Christ. H~ feels that ,the question implies a per
tions concerning Him) can. come only from the way he·, version of his 'aim as la fuinker. 'He knows that for. the 
fits -himseU on to our life's experiences. It:is only 'as his multitudes whose burdens are already too ,heavy to' be 
moral character is transcribed into our souls ,j'hat we know borne it tends to' prostitute the gospel of an ,infinite love 
him." . to the interest of a 'binding and enslaving la~." 

(Note: In other words, the words and deeds of Christ. are .... " 
of no v8!lue to us. His 'answer to our problems as gIven Here we are agam m company WIth a modern theo-
in the Word means notliing. Human experience ~s ,the only logian", who says that to be asked to say "yes" or "no" 
criter!!!n.) to some accepted doctrine of· Jesus ,Christ "implies a per-

p. 31, 32-"With this in mind (the .career of the Chl'istian version of His aim as a thinker." . 
communion) . the modern theologian makes .'his esti:mate of We are happy to say ",Good-bye" to Professor Cross 
Jesus and seeks for an adequate expreSSIon of it. The . .. . ' 
contrast with -the tradition ail mefuod is evident at a g.}ance· and hIS alleged thmking. Why such men should ever b.e 
The latter method was to begin wi,th some definition or tolerated in a supposedly 'CHristian institution we are 
formal doctrine of his person which was tl"aced by ,the text- completely at'a loss to understand And judged by.their 
proof method to the Bible., and ·then, on the basis of it, to ·t· th t thO 'k • b ttal d 
seek to arouse in men's minds the appropriate personal own wrl. mgs, .ey are ~o .m ers, u men" me!~ er-. 
experience ..... It proceeds from outward !belief to -inward ers, trymg to fmd theIr w't-y through the smog pro
faith, tram doctrine to exjJerience; from externaZ authority duced ,by the smoke from their own fable-manufacturing 
to inner life. It seeks .conformity with 'a creed. .' shops. "The modern. thinker" !, His .vain and virulent 

"The modern' theologIan looks 'at -the matter opposItely. h· d d h . '.. 
'He seeks first of 'all to bring .men to ·the facts and ·then - w: . en m e~, t ey are not vacuous -:- pr~_ductlons, wIll 
to en'able ,them to see Jesus wi,th their own spiritua!l eyes constitute a' topsy turvy monument markmg the place 
and feel him with their heal'ts, without interposing a. defi- where theological sanity was buried. 
nition 'between.-We honor the fa4th of our fathers the ' . 
most when we transcend it." - . 

What nonsense is expressed in the three paragraphs 
above! . '. A 

.once more weare asked to . bow to "the modern theo
logian", of whomrit· is said "he seeks first of all to bring 
men to the facts". Can anyone tell us what superior 
competence these modern 'theologians have, to arrive at 
the '.'facts' in reference to the life of Jesus, which was 

~EWS . FROM FRENCH CHURCHES 
NUMBER of personal letters ane}. circulars from pas
tors in France have come to our desk in the last week 

and from them we cull the following items of interest 
conc~ming the progress of ·the work of the Gospel in 
that great.,and yet needy. ~and. 

not possessed by those whom Paul describes thus: . 

"He was seen of Cephas, then 9f the twelve: 4fter that, 
he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of 
whom the 'greater part remain unto this present, but 
some are fallen asleep. After·that, he was seen of James; 
then of all the apostles. And last of all he .wa:s seen of 
me 'also, as of one born out of due time." 

What would ·be thought of a lawyer, after 'a' witness ·on 
the other side had sworn that he was an eye-witness of 
the events at issue before the Court; that he was pres
ent, near at hand,· heard, saw, anlt; perhaps felt, something 
of th·at· which was at issue - what, I say, would be 
thought of. a lawyer who should put a' witness on the 
stand in oppOsition, who would testify, "I was not present 
when the events occurred, therefore I saw nothing, heard' 
nothing, felt nothing. As a matter of fact, I 'had no 
knowledge of the case until' many years ·after the occur
rences reported; and I was not at the scene of the' Oc
currence, but thous'ands of miles away .. Notwithstanding, 
I am here to/swear to the 'facts' of 'the case." 

, 

P~tor Guedj in Paris 
. Pastor Emile GUedj, greatly beloved in 'Canada for' his 
rich voice as a Gospel singer, writes as follows in a recent 
number of 'the circular of his spiritually active church at 
Colombes, a suburb of Paris.' . 

"Arfter twenty-three yeaI'ls absence, one of ou·r former 
Sunday school scholars -Jrnocked at our door the other day. 
He is of Swedish origin, and years ago, his parents g.~ve 
us charge of teaching him the truths of the' Bih1e. - To 
our great joy this .lad of sixteen years, as he was then, 
responded to the Lord's invitation. He went, through 

. severe spiritual struggles, but we had the privilege of kneel
ing with him in prayer when .he accepted Christ a~-Saviour. 
Then his family returned to ~weden and we did not see 
him again. But the Good Shepherd watched over His 
sheep. and we werel)<leeply touched to see the emotion of 
this brother~' now a pastor,. accompan~ed by his wife, as' 
he returned to the familiar places where he h~d heard the 

'-.od News and. experienced the new birth ... 
./ "May G!>d 'bless his'lhousehold 'aDd convert still many 
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. . '.:" .,'... ' .. ,', . . ,\" .. 
.. ' mo;reof,our Sunday ,school ~ildren. 'Take courage" Sun-

-, . 
,', "IQ the year 1815, at the time' of the battle of Waterloo, 
there were E~glish' soldiers stationed 'in th~se' regions. 
Among them we~ .some zealous Christillns of Baptist cOn-', 

, ' dax, sch6:01 teach~rs! ~.' , 
. !'At the end of the ~ld year a valiant team of well-or

. gartized' workers, sys~matically' distributed hI the City of 
, Colombes and its suburbs, a card, s~tting forth the way of 

salvation imd offering a New Testament to all who -r.;ou1d 
iequesf it. One..l?rqth"er cliJnbed)02 stairca§e~..i~-a single 
day in oider to cover his sector consci~ntiG~sly. -Two ladies 
and a husband and. ~ife 'were, recently, baptized~" . 

. victieys who did not miss the opportunity of giving 
: their testimony in word and deed. Through their labours 
a'group of believers was fonned near here. The w6rk

J was 
carried ·on for more tl?ail half 'a century and left its imprint 
on various to~ and villages. In 1886 a pamphlet fell 

"into the hands of one of the believers at C~ix,' a suburb 
of Lille, and seeing the importance of a,church fel~owship 

. . Bilingual Work in AIsace ' , -founded on the Oasis' of New Testament doctrintt, _he 
Our first student-professbr of French in Toronto Baptist gathe~d' a group of fellow-believers .who 'firSt met in the 

Seminary is now a veteran pa~tor~n his native Alsace, and - kitchen, later' in a rented ,nall. Then in 18~4 a church 
from the. circular sent OU,t to the members of his churCh building Wjas constructed. The firSt pastor 'was M..!, August 
at Mulhouse,' we note that among the blessings of the Mafille, who held ~ respoIiliible position in one of tlle ·great 
past year he numbers· the: return. to Franc~ of our former .factories of the neighbourhoo<i.· He established t~e work 
student-professor Etienne Huser., We,heartily agree in his on a solid foundation and has been s1,lcceeded.by his son, ' 
estimate of .th,is blessing. Th~ building has be~n further the present pastor; M. Maurice MafiIle, who th~se many' 
improved .and the people have kept.up a remarkably fine years nowfhas followed faithfully in his f;a,ther'~ !ciO~teps .. ·, 
rate of giying;thus enabling the church to meet all current, "The anniversary occasion Wal[I marke<i, by ~e prea,ching" 
building expenses over and above the,orainary expenditure, of Pastor'Jalaguier of Ntmes, the able assistant' of Dr; Du-, 
while :paYing off almOst' a half million---francs on the barry. Thers were also several pastors and friends from 
building loans. (Th~ exchange :rate for francs is now in . nearby churches." '\ ,.:, \. 
the neighbou~hood of 1,000 francs for three dollars .. ) Best Each one of the churches mentioned above has 'several 
of all we note that ,five young people were baptized in branches or missions in the region surrounding them ~d 

, the course of the year. The church is active. in the work thu~ the, qaspel. Light is· spread faj:- and. wide .. V! e com-. 
of tra:ct distribution 'and in teaching the young in Sunday mend these steadfast, believing brethren to ~e pray~rs. of 
schools and summer camps. Preaching, is carried ·on ,in ' our people as :we rejoice in the bleSsing t~at, they have 
two languages, namely, French and German. We learn, enjoyed in the past years.-W.S.W.,- , 
from a:n authdritatiye source in Canada, that. Bn:>ther ' 

Etienne Huser, who has alre~dy spent some time working BI·~·le' e, ~ho'o'I' . L~'.· s' SOO" '0' II' 11.: .... e with Dr, Du~arry in Ntmes is 'to return there for another . il IllI 
post-graduate course in 'the910gy" homiletics, pastoral art, 
linguistios ,and other su.bjects in which Dr. Du:barry V I 17 First Qu.arter .Lesson~ 6' FebI:uary .8, 1~53 
exoells af.ter'.a halt a century. as pastor of 1ihe samEi' great _0_._. ________ ...... ____ ...:.... ____ _ 
church. We envy ,Mr. HuSer his' priceless opportunity'! 

, A SWiss Graduate 'at Work .1 

OUVE L. CLARK,. Ph.D. (T.or;) 

'We :learn f.rom a news item in Le Lien Fraternel the " 'rHE SAVIOUR OF 'SAMARIA 
monthly' Org3.n of our breth,ren, o( the Frenl:h' ~ible Mis- Lesson Text: John 4:1-11>. 
sion ·that the Church at- Tramelan, Switzerland, was host Golden Text:: '. '~But whosoever drinketh of the· water ,that' l-

shall give him 'shaW never thirst; .but 'the water that I' 
to a rally of y<?ung people coming from other sister" shall give him' shall beiti him a well of w~ter springing 
'churches in Switzerland and France, Some 250 attended up"into everlasting life."-t:John 4:14. . 
and during the sessions.· a young lady gave' herself to I Th C:' t .' se ;1'8' '. 
Ch . Th f tho Ch ch . R W H 'F '. e Ircums ances. ver s -. , 

rtst. ,e pastor 0 IS., ur IS ev. .': rey, The problem of race' prejudices is' cauoSing deep concern 
another o~e of 0!lr s~uden!~prof~ssors?f French In To- ,among' the leaders of oU,r day. '/ Our Savi,?ur camEl ~ this 
ront<> BaptISt SemInary. earth as the Hght of ,the, world, ,and t~e radIa?~e of, HIli! lov:e 

. ' :.. . . . ," was shed upon men of every:, race· arid condItIon, For .this 
. A Lighthouse in Northern France reailon, His ministry iil'Samaria should serve as an example 

The pastor of the 'church at Lille' sent 'us .this year, in of' the proper attitude ,of the Christian toward' those of 
~ d' . . h' 1" , d· ,·th t' h another race. . a<;cor ance WIt ' a 'ong stan Ing custom, ,e 'mot 0 e The Jews and the Samaritans had 'been at 'enmity for cen-

proposed to hiS people: "Resisf!" In the let~er he re- tudes; commencing with the time w,hen jealousy existed be~ . 
marked that ,they ~ere thel1 cel~brating the sixtieth anni- t'."~e~. the. tz:ibes ,of, JUd!1h and. Ephraim which led. to ~he 
versary of the foundation of ,the church A fuller 'account dnpsIOns mto ~he tw~ kmgdoll'!s of Jud~ and .Israel, WIth 
. .. " .. ' ':, , ,Jerusalem .and SamarIa: as . theIr respectIve capItals., When 
IS gtven In the monthly paper from whIch we take the the people of the northern kingdom were taken into captivity 

, following excerpts of the history of this faithful and fruit-. by the' Assy,rians, members of other· idolatrous nations. joined 
f.ul work ,tha.t holds fQrth the· Word of Life in a great in': tp,,,: Saman.tan~ st~ll in the la!Id; with the r~sult that ~he re-
d · "1 th B I' b rd " Th f' hgIOn of the dIstrIct waoS a mIXture of JudaIsm IPld.heathen

ustna. ~entre near e e gtan 0 er. .e power 0 ism .. When·the Jews returned from captivity, the Samaritans, 
Rome 'IS strong he~ and the currents of ~adlcal thought being .refused permission to aid' the Jews in the restoration 
do not prepare the"hearts of the .. people ~or ,the message. 9f Jerusalem, m~cked. and hindered their :¢vals (Ezra 4):. 
of the Gospel, except in the negative fashion of leavip.g . ,Joseph!ls the hl~tOrIan tells us ~hat a ~rother q.{ the JeWIsh 
" achi ·d th 'ld" - fill" HIgh Priest, havmg marrIj:!d a Samaritan woman, and nQt 

. a"grea~ • ng VOl • e wor can never " . submitting to. the law whichreq~ired ~hat h~ pu~ her away, 
, A historIan of LIIle reports that even as long ago as .. joined' tM Samaritans and ,became a '.HIgh Priest m a temple 

'1535 there were in the region of th,at <,;ity evangelical 9hris-', built for hini on ~ount Ge1;i~im. Thereafter the Samaritans, 
,tians who preached the truth of the Gospel ,as we now do, cO!ltepded that ~ou!lt Ge!IZIm was the true centre of wor-
As • • d" h . d' . d shIP, rather than Mount ZIOn (John 4:20).. ' . 
, Just as In ·our ay t ere ~ere many. a ve~nes ~. 'The mutual mistrust . between Jews and Samaritans was' 
some' of these ancient believers sealed theIr ·testImony, WIth still strong in the first century. The two 'provinces of Judaea 
their life's blood. ' 'and Samaria; although admillistered separately, were,·under 
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the saine Roman Governor. Our Lord gave instructions to tactfully us~·th~ natural circumstances to bring the conver-· 
the Twelve to avoid ,S'amaritan territory in 'their evil.~gelistic' sation. around to the vital point (Compare Acts 8:30-85)·. 
mis'sion, "lest FaCial 'prejudices should disrupt the work 'Natural water is refreshing, .purifying and· necessary ·to 
('Ma:tt .. 10:5). . ':' ',hum51n life, but it cannot permapently slake thirst. Eternal 

It iIS significanf, then,. that the Lord Jesus\:Christ should life through Christ is refreJihing, purifying, quickening, and: 
. at this time demonstrate in a practical way- the truth that it ·satisfies· the longing of the .Shul for God (John 6:36, 61). 
He· came as the Saviour of the whole, ,world (v. 42~. The The po~erful, life-giving flow never ceases, but it becomes 
Samaritans, like the Jews, eXpected the Mes'siah to come .a p~ennial spring. (Rev. '7:16). The' very life of God is 
(vv. 25, 29~. Sopn after John the Baptist had testified in poured into the hea~"of' those who love Him;' His 'Spirit 
their midst concerniitg Christ (John 3:23), our Saviour' takes up abode w,ith our spirits (1 Cor. 6:19), and as we 
ministered pel'Sonally in Samaria to the woman at t~ well,' yield' to Him, indwells'and infills us . (John 7:37-39). Water 
and through. her to the· whole district (vv. 39-45). Two later is frequently mentioned in Scripture as a' sym'bol of life 
visits in love .and mercy: are recor4ed '(Luke 9:61-66: (Ezek. 47:1, 9; Zech. 14:8;'Rev. 22:1,'2). . 
17:12-19),- and the '8amaritans were cited as examples of The woman of Samaria e~pressed a desire for· eternal life, 
love toward one's,peighbour (LukEi 10:30-37). Revival bless- and h!'lr· prayer was the first step in her salvation. She 
i.ng came to Sll-maria unde.r Philip the EVaJl!gelist (Acts realized hEn: need.' God will satisfy,.tha desire of those who 
8:1-8, 2~). . long for Him (ISIl. 65:1; ·'Matt. 5:6; Rev. 21:6; 22:17). 

Notice the settipg of thi!'l incident. 'Our Lord had cOlp- . Firmly, yet kindly, the Lord pointed out the sin of' the 
menced His public ministry in. the southern. province of w,oman's life (vv. 16-19). Repentance is given only to those 
Judae.a (John 1), .then had travelled north to 'Galilee, .per- who are willing to confess and forsake their sins: This 
forming miracles at Cana and' Capernallm (John' 2:1-12). p.robipg of the sur.geon's lancet was painful, and the Samari
As the time of the Passover drew near, He came back. to 'tan attempted, as peqpl"e und~r. conviction often ~o, to deflect 
Jerusalem, cleansing th'e temple, and manifesting His glory . the point 'of the sharp instrument so as to .induce the· surgeon 
in such a way that many professed to believe upon Him to k.eep away from the tender spot. She would; .gladly have 
(John 2:13-25). Among those who were impl'eSsed 'by His carried on a harmless .religious .discussion with the Prophet 
miracles was Nicodemus, to whom our Lord spoke concern- on the rival claims of Mount Gerizim 'and Mount Zion as 
ing the neW 'birth (John 3:1-21). ,.For·a time John the Bap- centres of worshi!P, but the' Saviour brought her Hack to '. 
tist ministered in the same vicinity' as our Saviour, but mis- the issue by explaining the true spiI:itilal nature of worship. 
ur.derstaBding and' discussion arose among their res'pective He then reyea:led Himself to her as the Messiah (vv.20-26). 
followers (John 3:25, 26; 4:1). Then John was cast into She .herself believed upon Him, then joyfully witnessed to 
prison (Luke 3:19, 20)... '. her .. friends I;lnd compatriots, who also 'believed (vv 

Our Lord. did not d'esire that there should. be rivalry and -27-30, 39-42). 4' . ' 

controversy over Him. among the disciples of John, hence This"incident 'will provide many helpful lessons for the: . 
He departed' from Judaea for the northern province of , teacher in the important task of witnessing to an individual, 
Galilee again,.a distance' of 'aJbout three days' journey. The so that the Holy Spirit'may bring that one to, conviction of 
usual route from Jerusalem. lay through the district of Sa- sin and to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as Teacher, Prophet, 
maria, although many travellers preferred, to journey along Saviour, and King. Notic~ also the steps of salvation, as 
the eastern shore of the Jord'an through Perea. Older illustrated in the experience 9f the 'Samaritan woman. 
scholars will be interested in following these routes on a . DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
·map. But the ,ge~graphical element was not the chief con- F b 2-Th S' d T W' h' . hn 4 
sideration. 'Cl)rist followed the Father's plan. for His life, e. ", e· aVlOur an rue ors Ip M"'_ .. M. Jo :16-27. 
,and that plan included the salvation of·the woman of , Sam ana Feb. 3-The Saviour's Meat M.M_ .... _ .... _ .... _.M._.M._._ .. M John 4:28-38. 
and many. of her countrymen. May we, too, walk In . the Feb~ 4-The Saviour's Power ..... _ .... _ .. M_ .... _ ... _ .... _. __ John 4:39-45. 
path marked out for us by the M;,~ter (Psa. 119:133.). Feb. 5-The Good Samaritan ......... _.M_ .... _ .... _._.M .. Luke 10:30-37. 

Reaching Jaco'P's well outside the city of 'Sychar (Gen. -Feb. 6-The Grateful Sam.aritan .. __ .... _ ............... Luke 17:12-19. 
33:19; 48:22;, Josh. 24:32),.'Christ sat down to rest. .Wearf- Feb. 7-The Unbelieving Samaritan · ... _M __ .... _~ ... Luke 9:61-66. 
ness must not deter us from duty and sendce which the Lord Feb. 8-The Revival in Samaria .... _ .... _.: .. _ ... - .... Acts 8:1-8, 25:' 
requires. Touched' with the feeling of our infirmities (Heb. 
4:15), Christ experienced weariness,' and yet He took ad'van- "Vol. 17 . First. Quarter Lesson 7 February 15, 1953 
i;age of the brief'rest from' His jOllrneying to bring help 'to· a .' JESUS HEALS A NOBLEMAN'S'SON 
needy soul. He wlls ever "instant in season, out of season~' 
(2 Tim. 4:2). . Lesson T-ext: John 4:43-54. 
'The disciples had' gone into the city" or they probably Golden, Text: "Jesus saith unto him, Go'thy way; thy son 

,would have supplied Christ with the utensils for drawing liveth. And the man believed the .... word that Jesus ha<i 
water from the well, but. as He had none, He used this cir-· . spoken unto him, and he went his way."-John 4:50. .' 
Cllmstance IllS the ground of His request for a' drink.. He F'h 
gave the l3ama:ritan the opportuniw of showing a courtesy' I. ait Tested: verses 43-60. 
which might arouse her interest and' kindly feeling. It is To one accustomed to judge by outward appearance.only, 
often a wise plan in witnessing to an individual to ask a the time and energy' which our Saviour spent on dealing 
favour of that .one, and thus create a brotherly feeling which with a lone outcast woman of Samaria might seem. either 
,will help ,him. td listen to our message (Gen. 24:14; to have been wasted or unwisely . spent. But with our Lord 
Matt. 10':'(2). ' the value of ,one soul surpasses the material wealth of the 
II. The Conversation: verses 9-15. universe (Matt. 16:26). 'Moreover, the salvation of the Sa-

maritan .woman ·proved ,rofita:ble in anotH.er wflY, since by 
That "a Jew should ask her a favour was a ISUrprise to the her testImony many 0 her fellow-countrymen were con

Samaritan woman/for ·ordinarily there would be no social viJiced that Christ was the Messiah, and they; too, believed 
. intercourse between mem1bers of the rival races.· Moreover, upon Him (John 4:39). . . .,' 

she. was probably a soCial outcast' and poor, since women After spending two d~ys i;n the vicinity of Sychar, our 
'of. high standing and good reputation went to public foun- Saviour departed north for Galilee, according to His intended 

. tains ·only. in the evening, whereas this incident took place 'purpose (verses .1-4). One would naturally suppose that in 
at noon, If we are to understand that John described -the going f;'b Galilee, He would llIfiain repair to Naza:reth, where 
time in terms of Roman reckoning, as is mqst likely. There He had been 'brought up (Luke 2:51; '4:16), but He did not, 
is no respect of persons with God (Rom. 2:11; Acts 10:36);' sh\ce, as He Himself 'had said, "A Prophet hath no honour 
the barriers of sex, class, creed, condition or nation do not in his 'own country" ('Matt. 13:67.; Mark '6:4'; Luke 4:24). 
hinder the Son of God. Instead of going' to Nazareth,' He journeyed down to Cana, 

The Samaritan hesitated t.o confer the favour, but had she on the shore of the Lake of Galilee. 
known about God's .gift to the world (John 3:16)" and had 'l'he people dt Nazareth would not have' received Christ, 
she recognized 'God's Messiah (Luke 19:(2), their positions' but the inha'Qitants of Cana were ready to welcome Him 
would' have ·been revemed, and in humility she would have (Luke 8:(0). .gome of them had witnessed His first 'miracle, 
been praying to Hini to bestow upon her the boon of eternal which had' been performed at eana (John 2:1-11), and some 
life. Dimly she. sensed that this One talking with her must had attended the Passover Feast in' Jerusalem, where He 
be gI'eater than He seemed, greater even than the patriarch .had manifested His Deity· in His words' and works 
Jacob. , _ . , . . (John 2:13~23; 3:2). -. . 

The water from the well of Sychar was an appropriate It is true··that not many nable, not many mighty are 
starting-point for the, message on eternal life. Our Lord' called (1 Cor. '1:26), and that when Christ was on the earth, , 
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the common people heard Him gladly (Mark 12:37). On 
the other hand, the Scripture record contains the names of 
men and women in high positions of honour and responsibility 
who believed-upon Christ (John 12:(2); for example, Nico
demus (John 3:1;7:50; 19:39), Joseph of Arimathaea (John 
19:39), Sergius ·Paulus (Act!013:7) and Publius . (Acts 28:7). 
This nobleman was perhaps a ruler, a courtier or one attached 

_ to the royal household· (Luke 8:'3; Acts 13:1). Doubtless 
He had heard of the miracles wrought by our Saviour. • 

When all is goirig well, prejudices maY be allowed to con· . 
trol our aCtions, Ibut in thel1time of crisis, the loving heart 
will s~op at nothing. The nobleman applied directly and 
humbly to the lowly Nazarene, requesting healing for His 
Son. He thus acknowledged the greatness of the Christ. 
His faith was as yet imperfect, "for he. thought that the 
Divine Physician -must go personally to the bedside of the 
sick one to effect a cure (Luke 7:2-9).. -

The first test to the nobleman's faith' came whEm the 
Saviour uttered what seemed like a rebuke: "Except ye see 
signs and wonders, y~ will not believe." For the momeilt, 
and for a purpose, the nobleman was classed: with .... the many 
who required instant spectacular proof that Jesus was the 
Christ (Matt. 12:38; 16:1). A similar test was experienced 
by the SYI'o-Phoenician woman (Mark 7:25-30). . 

The .second test to his faith came when the Master seemed 
to be indHferent to the- seriousness of the nobleman'·s need. 
The nobleman perhaps thought to himself; "Why does the 
Master .spend time in talking and discussing theological 
questions when my son lies at the point of death 1" 'Openly 
he urged" the Master to make haste. 'Similarly, our Lord 
did not immediately answer the call to th.e home of Lazarus 
(John 11:3-6). In the spiritual realm delays are not always. 
denials, but the Lord may be giving us the opportunity to 
exercise faith and patience (Mark 5:35, 36). 

The Lord knows the hearts of men; He knows those to 
whom He can safely commit Himself (John.2:24, 25). The 
nobleman met both tests bravely and well. When the Lord 
uttered the word of healing, the 'nobleman' 'believed, without 
question, . and without seeing any outwar:d sign. He took 
the Lord at His word, which is the essence of faith. He then 
went his way, satisfied that his petition had been granted 
(Mark 11:24; Heb. 11:6; 1 John 5:14, 15). Faith is. not 
merely an attitude of heart, but it is also an action of the 

. will. It is staking our all up0J?- the sure word of. our God. 

II •. Faith Triumphant: verses 51-54. 
Just as faith 'springs from the conviction of the truth of 

-the Lord's word"; so assurance comes from O'bedience to that 
. same word. Wje are told t:ttat as the lepers went away, acting 

upon the word of the Lord, they were cleansed (Luke 17:14). 
Fact, faith' and feeling come in that order, whereas many 
would desire to feel saved before they really are saved. 
The departure of the' nobeman was proof that he had trusted 
th~ simple word of. the Saviour,:but as he went, his servants 
brought ·confirmation o"f· the good news which he already be
lieved:' his son was living, and also healed. 

The nobleman's faith, at first very imperfect, had grown 
by reason of'the tests successively and successfully encoun
tered. His faith finally 'became triumphant when the great 
man found, by inquiry, that healing' had taken ·place the very 
moment when ·tihe Saviour spoke. the word of. power. 

With this cO'ncrete evidence before them that Jesus was 
the Christ, 'and hearing the. testimony of the father, the 
whole household of the nO'bleman believed (Luke'19:9; Acts 
2:39; 16:15, 34;. 18:8). ISuch is the influence of believing 
faith on the part of parents over their households (2 
Tim. 1:5). 

This second miracle in Cana took place' when the Lord 
Jesus had left Judaea for Galilee (John 4:3), whereas the 
firsf-miracle performed there, changing the water into wine, 
had taken place as .He was leaving Galilee for Judaea (v. 54; 
John 2:11-1-3). 

. DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
Feb. 9-Faith Te.sted by Seeming Denial ... m ... Mark 7:24-30. 
Feb. 10-;-Faith Tested by Seeming Delay 
. . Mark 5 :22-24, 35-43. 
Feb. 11-Faith' Tested by Seeming Indifference 

. - . John 11':1-15. 
Feb. 12-Faith Tested by 'Sacrifice .... _ .............. _ ... Gen. 22.:1-14. 
Feb. 13-Fa~th Tested by Op'posit}on _._._ ........ Matt. 10 :16-32:. 
Feb. 14-Falth Tested by TrIbulatIOn .......... _.m •. m. Matt. 24:3-13. 
Feb. l~~aith Triumphant ._ .............. ___ ....... _ .. _ .. _._. 1 JC?hn 5:1-11. 

SUGGESTED HYMNS 
Faith of our fatliers, living still. Oh fdr a faith that will 

nol; shrink. At ev.en, ere the sun was set. There is no love -
like the love of Jesus; Tell me the story of Jesus. The 
dear old story of a Saviour's love . .. 
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