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Replies to Canon Green 

CANON BRYAN ~REEN, B.D. 
Rector of Birmingham. 
Dear Dr. Shields: ' 

\ 

Dr. Shields 

St. Martin's Recto~y, 
12 Sir Harry'S Roa4., 
Birmingham, 15, England. 

Thank you 'for your courtesy in promising to publish any -reply from me concerning -the sermon you preached 
on Il1Y EVl\ngeIical position. I am entirely in agreement with you on the value - nay, the necessity of free speech. 

I think that on the whole, it is 'helpful that in 'a Chri'stian publication like yours, the theological position both 
of -movements 'and of men 'should be accurately examined. ' 

I am not so sure, however, whether it .is ,helpful to preach a sermon immediately after an Evangelistic mission, 
criticizing one who has tried to present the Gospel of Christ for the salvation of men and women. I am certain you 
must have known from your informants that many did thank God, come into a true conversion, and were born again 
by the Holy Spirit. It would not be helpful to these "spiritual children" to find that the one whom Goo used to lead 
them into the lig-ht was being critidzed concerning the Gospel 'he preached, 

, . Obviously, you differ from me 'On this matter. It would, I am sure, have been 'better, even 'if you did think' it 
wise to preach the sermon, to have made it clear beyond all doubt that you thanked God for the spiritual results of 
the preaching. The lack of sympathy and understanding here, does not 'seem to me to be in accordance with the mind 
and spirit of Jesus Christ, :if I -may say so. -

To turn now to your criticisms. I am ,glad thaj; you yours-elf recognize in the sermon, -the danger 'Of relying 
on newspaper repor'ts. I am only sorry that yoq were not present yourself at some of the meeting.s, then you c01.l,ld 
have judged the position accurately. As it is, you had to say, "I think I have had experience enough to understand 
his position pretty well." ,I am afraid you have mfsunderlttood it - moreover, there was no ambiguity in what I 

, said, I was perfectly plain. " , 
First: I do believe in the Virgin birth and I said 'So. In answer to a question; however, I did point out that in 

my opinion, it was possible to believe in the De'ity of our Lord Jesus 'Christ, without believing in 'the Virg.in birth -
and then added, "personally, I do believe in the Virgin birth". ' 

I also believe in the physical resurrection of Christ. I made this perfectly clear on the Tuesday night and' I 
gave the 'six reasons why I beli,eve tb.'at He is God. ' 

But 'the ,most serious of your criticisms is the one 'which, if I may 'say, so, is the furthest removed from any 
semblance of validity. It is entirely unwarranted and unfair. I fully Ibelieve -in bhe Death of Christ as -the only sure 
ground of our salvation. 'The 'Cros's, in the true sense that 'by 'the blood of Jesus Christ we are cleansed, from sin, 
was the centre of my preaching. 'For instance on Wednesday night, tl,le whole sermon was on justification by faith, 
and my text was Hebrews 10: 19. On the second Sunday evening when· we 'had our biggest crowd - 'some 1'4,000 
people - the whole address wa,s devoted to the Cross. My text was Romans 5 :8; and I quoted at least nine other I, 
passages of Scripture ,in which the word "blood" occurred. ' 

I made it plain that ni'ght that it was a substitutionary atonement and that Christ did so-me'thing for us on the 
Cros~, without which we could not 'be ,saved. Moreover, the Mission hymn, 'as anyone of your informants might have 
told you, for we sung part of it every night, was: ' , • 

\ "And -'can it be that I sh~uld 'gain - ' , 
An interest in the 'Saviour's blood ?" 
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such hymns as, ~Are you washed,' in the' blood of ·the . . '" 
· Lamh?' ,,:' .l\t that moment, 'I" was':poiIiting out that sucl1 .' .1r:.l.,' .t ",.(ta .. 0 sn e, . .1 .B,' .' ... itu .. t. 5S ..... . 
'sentimental 'aDd, unaesthetic 'hymns to ·bad·tunes . like , 't T _ 
crude· and unworthy pictureS:'of ·the 'Cross in lantern .' ' . anil', 
slides, have in fact, I think, put people' off from a: true 
f.ac~ng of 'Calvary. . .. _.. . . . ' , 
. 'These I!.re your main criticisms as I read your sermon: 
There are others which to me are of secondary impor­

. 'tance .concern.ing .the interpretation of·the symbolic Bible: 
· langti~ge about heaven and hell.~. Here it is clear that we 
do differ;' We shotilil"also differ I fancy, 'on'many other 

., 
Published every' Thursday f~ the Fopagl!-tion of the 
fvangelical p~~ciples-' of tbe .;f.r~te~t.~t ~efonn~~on .and 

. In defence' of tJJ,e faith, once delivered' ··to die Smnts.' 

.. ~.oo P,er. Vear., ~C!~'p,!l[d to ~ny.ad_dj.~8'~ 1·!lC.~er..Slngle C.oPY, .. 
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· points ,in the interp.riltaticm ~of scripture though I too,-
',; .... ' ,,;,.', . bow: :b~~or,e' it·:a;g·,the:,~Word·.Of· GOd·;; ./Thesej..lto, me;··are 

. not. as important· a~ the other points you· raise. .. .' 
• ~ '" ','; : "?" •••• • ... '",' ';."' ;'-·~.":L. ' . 

'. T.,T. SHIELDs 
...... 

• ,. J ..... '-.: .':: We: snouM' als-c:i' differ, 'and in thii!1' I' am" glad"in our" .. " '. ..:.... '. '.' - '. As~oi:iaii 'Bdiiiws .." .. ,':', ,. .'." ':~-' ',' .. 
Co 

· attitude -to . our fellow Chr·istians who are· seeking to' . 
.. . . preach. th~ 'Gos~i that men may find Go-d,th'rough Christ 
,'.' :-':'" '~.' 'J:iy tlre:HolySpitit:' I welcbme-~and rejoice -.n ·all'·preach-- . :.'-

. w .. S., WHITCO~BE, M.A. (Tor.) 
. OLIV~ L. CLARK, J,>h:n. (Tor.), 

'. , . .' .. - .•. ' 'S.s:·;i..-eison t.n'!4.·Bxchimges·· '. ,:;' :' .... 

, .. 

.. int(of' Ch'rfst"whfch God honours and uses' to bring new· 
.. , .. '~ life,to., me~ and: women.. You;. evidently are .. more con~ 

c~rned :with .such preaching wJtich.' conforms to your par­
ticular' :viewpoint; , and 'which conta~n!! your own special 

.: shibboleths:' . Lohg"may"we differ! ''1' hope' that God will 
· .continue 'to -bless your work and I co-iIld wish t~hat you 

might. wil·nt to say-"May 'GOd ,bless yours". . 
.' Yours .sincer.ely, . 

~RYAN .GR~E!'l 
.' 

"I em not e.hemed of the go.-pel of.Chrlst."-Romen. hl6 
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Addr'ess' C";"'esfJOridence: ., ' 

:THE 'GOSPEL WiTNESS 
'130 Gerrerd Street Eest, Toronto 2, Cenade 

• Telephone RAndolph 7415 . 

Regll[ltered Cable "'ddre\l8:· Jar~ltsem,. Canada 
-',' .. . .... 

... ' . .. ~.: ~.:. . 

....... D'r~.:Shi,ei·d·$~:' R~pl.y· to·,_the·· F~r·e.goi,ng.-.. :.Lett.er.. ' 
........ . ....... . ':' 7 . . . '. • ". . .'. :..,., .. 

'JARVIS"STRE,ET ;BAPTIST CHUOOH' \ . . In the "~ourse' of for.ty-three years in one church, .in ·a. 
-Rev. Canon Bry'an 'Gr~~~, B.D. " Toronto, Canada pI-aee'like Toronto one .has tHe op'ponuhity 6f observing 
Rector. of Birmingham, .' J 22 d 1953 many of· these mass :movements, and- of' 'appraising the 

anuary' n j ',. ultimate results. In most c:asElS they have been extremely .. 
· -St. Martin's Rectory, disappointing, for' the reason that· too much' stress has 
· '12 Sir 'HaI:ry's Road, been laid,asol have. suggested it niay be, on .the mere 
Birmingha.m,·.15. . mechanics of Evangelism.. :And because that is So, it' is 
Dear, 'Canon O~Em : extremely hazardous to~ presume to arrive it any accurate 

- " .. 1 am- in rec~!ptof y~ur .lett~r .d~te.d pecember 24th last, appraisal of the permanent spiritual results of such a 
, _~nd ! th~~.yo~ )nQ,s't' he~'rt.i1Y f~r ..... w:rlting me .... ,' .. ' ,inission: .... ,.. :'..... .. '.' .'. . ......... ' ... 

. Fr~nkly; I recognize.no ':courtesy~';in promisip.g to ;: You'impliCitiy qu'e~tirin·:'t)lie·.Wi8dom or' sPeili~g"~rfti-" .. , .,~." 
-' publis'h ~ ai,iy ··rep.ly. . ..fro~rC apy'on~ ~roinwhom. I have c;lif- . c~lly ,:"'i'~~ediat~l¥ ;after . a~ '~~ap.g~Ust~c .. Mi!!sio,n":. ~. ~ay ~ :' : :',;'.", 

:fered: it· is .... amatter of simple jiis~ice, and' :any other be wl'Qng here, 'but because certain matters· were ques- .. 
. ' . "course would be.entirelY unfair." "'\ . tionec:i 'by so great"'a nU'mber~ I felt, the .immediaCy of the 

'1 am glad ·You.agree that in such 'a public~tion as 'ours mat'~r'was important,' . 
"the theological position both of movements, and of·men, r.sincerely than.k GQd for everyone who, as, you put it, . 
should be accurately' examined.· .' has "come into a true conversion, and (was) born again ' 

'In reference ·to the 'third parag'raph cff your letter, 1. by tl).e Holy 'Spirit"; It is. my sin~ere hope 'that the num.;. .. : ' .. 
. m~y "say that' I am not of the number who decry great . ber was very large. , . .... 
evangelistic movements,as belonging to some earlier day, I really thought, and still think, that I exercised every 
when people, 'allegeqIy, we're more responsive to 'the ,gOS- care, not .to, undermine any real spiritual influence the .. ,. 
pel. ~efieving. as l' do, and' ,as I feel 'sure you do, that preacher exercised. If I ,failed to make it clear that I . 

, ',not a single 'soul can be' converted without the operation was'thankful for any spiritual resu-its, let me correct the 
of the Holy ISpirit; we must believe that'if it pleases Him error now. There are many who do preach IChrist cruci­
t6· regenerate one soul; there' is no logical reason why we' fied 'as .the sinner's hoper with' whose general 'body of • 
should not expect the regeneration of a thousand. But teaching neither you nor I could agree. Notwithstand­
having. said this, I venture to add that the greatest pos~ _ing, whatever body of people they may be who profess and· 
ajble 'ca-re needs to be exercised.in suCh movements that . call hl,lemaelves Christi'an, 'in so far as -they preach the gos­
personal force or malP.letism be not SUbstituted tor the jpeI of 'oSalvation, I rejoice .and pray God's· Messing upon 
work of the 'Spirit of God. I believe that an effective them.' ,'. \ 
preacher could be' a successful salesman, 'and' persuade the' .. But. a long experience has 'taught ·me there is a true 
prospective customer to sign on the dotted line. And' analogy betWeen spiritual !Iond natural' birth, and the sub- . 
there i~ always a p'~ssibil~ty of, erring. in that direction, sequent care of the. newborn; 'and the difficQlty to-day is . 

. as I fear, when' I had le~s experie~~e, .1 have ~rre~ myself.. to find ·churehes sufficiently warm, and spiritual in their' 
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atmosph~r~ , willi . P1JlpitS sufflci~ntly clear. 'and pro- . Scriptu:?e. Iiatthe~ ~nd,L~ke ~~'~iiiveIY affh·ni ii:" Mark .' 
nounced expositorily; to provide . the babes in Christ with . and John certainly assume it;· It is' just that sort of thing, . 

, a proper spiritual·nursery,·which ",viII be'contributory to ·that distre'ssed so many. For, thus to speak ,rather 
the, young converts' growth: iIi grace, and in 'spiritual lightly of the disbelief of Holy'Scriptu're, is,to surrender 
knowiedge. ' . . , the. Citadel of Inspired' Truth ···.19 the Modernists. If ..... 

I assure you that at this Point there is no lack of sym- one may pick and- choose -between 'the dicta of Holy WrJt, 
pathy and understanding, -'and I am sorry if you think ,by an inevita:ble implication, one sUlbstitutes his. subjee­
that I said anything that was not in accordance with the tive inclination ·for objective 'authority, and 'the Word of 
mind or the 'Spirit of ·Christ. 'God loses its authority altogether. And if we have no su-

I deeply' regret "that I was una:ble to b.e.ar. you per- premely ~uthoritative Bibi:e; how' and upon what. ground 
sonally, and' still. more, deeply do I regret that I had-no may one believe in the Deity of Christ ? . ~ 
opportunity of meeting you. . .. . . 'I am delighted to have your- clear statement that you 

Thtlre Is danger, in, relying. upon newspaper l'eports, I believe in the physical r~surrection of ·Christ., In vi~w 

. '. 

-" : ..... " " .graIit· you.;,out -any. criticism-· I "passed,' was- npt .oilly based' . of, your' pla:in statement;" I -do . .riot .. know how anyone coiild .. '. . 
upon newspaper 'repOrts, f-orthe fact is the farther a' .have"fornied the opinion that you were not particularly 

· preac'her:gets'aw!ly from the simple and unalterable prin- . positive about thi,g.' "However,' I· fully and ·frankly; . and·' ,,,. 

,-

ciples -of the gospel, the' more popular he is likely to be . rejoiCingly, accept your statement. But I still ·believe· 
with the ordinary newspaper reporter:-' And anythjn'g ~ it,is possible so to declare one's. conviction on such a . 

! ". · .. ·slightly~ u"ntisuai . is . dfspro'portio'nately ~phasized; and 'matter 'as the' resurrection "of Christ, as fo rende'r,'it :int"­
s,?metimes in' stic~ a way as -:'to throw· the whole address possible for 'anysane person to misunderstand. 
out of .focus. :. .. The most se.rious. of my .criticisms, wh.ich you say ia , 

I assure you.it was.noit.indifference. to .your presencQ, ' .enti,rely unw.arran'ted·, 'and .unfair, was ·my question al 
or mission, which occasioned ·my absence from your meet- to your attitude toward the atonement by blood. 'Aga'in, 
ings. I am sure. you find it, you·rself; easier to d·rop· in I say I 'accept your correction, and rejoice uD'spea~ably 
upon an occasional meeting when yoU are away from in your unequivocal statemen~ that "I made it plain ·that 
home, than when at home and you-are thronged with your night that it 'was a substitutionary atonement, and that 
pa·risl). .duties, which occupy you day 'an~ ni~ht. , ·Christ did something for us on the :Cros's, wit:l~out which· 

. I ihave a church that is of some magnitude. I preside· we could not be saved." , 7 
over, . and lectur~ weekly hi, a theological seminary, and .". Th'at is all to the good, ·and the statement of your posi-

. have' editorial responsibility ·for THE GOSPEL WITNESS, . tion in that respect, to me 'at least, and I 'should think 
'. wpich is'seldom' read)lY ·less·~than forty thousand people "1;0. all reasonalble people, .is eminen'tly satisfactory. '~ut 

~very week in more ·than sixty 'different c9Untries. That ill why was·the question raised? . 
my only apology for not Ibeing 'at your meeting:'Thope, You say: 

'however,'yOii will I).ot misu.ride,rstand ,me when I ;say that "You are right when 'you quoted me as s~ymg, 
· many members of my congrega'tion are ·not theologically . 'I ha~ such hymns as, Are you washed in the blood 
ignorant, and are Biblically, perhaps, bet~r 'in:formed . of the Lamb?'" .... 
than·:the average church member. It was their anxiety . And yo'u .class i,tamon'g, "the sentimental and ,un­
for the.effect upon young Converts, and people generally, aesth~tic hymns," etc. I was not vel,"y far out, then, when 
that led me to speak as I did. .• I said: 
. (I wrote tJiefuregoing'witbout having in mind-tAte'par- Let ine go farther. ·Canon Green said, "I hate such 
ticulal' dates of your: lV,(ission. I wrote it ·as a 'general hymiiis as 'Are You .Wasl!ed in the Blood of the Lamb 1'" .' 
principle, ,for' I ,n'ever get .. a ~hance to go fo hear any- Fot the sake of argu1D-ent for a moment let· m'e'assume 

.. Dody. 'Bl,it naving· Written' it, my'Secre~n"'; reminds .rile that his .esthetic .poetic taste felt that the truth was 
WUJ t:ather crudely stated .... Well, even if that were so; the 

· tha~ I was oJ]l.of tJ1e city, spe~ng in Winnipeg, the· week, conscientious teach~ ought to. kl).ow that ,millions of 
., beg~~nj.ng .... N.ovemQ.eJ" ·thi'l'd:)·,. ..:. . '. . " .. people believe it, and he ought to be very careful to say 

:&s '8, further justification for my precautionary sermon, nothing th.at would' ,shake' the confidence of any believer 
. in. the atoning sacrifice 'of JesUIS . Christ. .. . 

· I may say that in Jarvis ... Street we regard the Biblical in-
strqction and 4"aining of new conver,ts as of equal im- If I may say, without di~respect, do you not think 

" portanoo' with tJheir conversIon,' just as·the training and it wouId ·have heen better ,to have avoiiled offending the 
eduea.ti.on,>and .indeec;l, di~ipli.n~ o-f th!'l child, .. is .EtS i-m- sensibiHties of.so many good p~ople? I a,m with you in 

". por.tant as i-ts birth. ': . your . 'objection ~o many "sentimental ·and unaesthetic 
In the s~th paragraph of your letter you say: hymns to ·bad. tunes"; and there are many of them. But 

is this one of them?· ' " . . 
"I do 'believe in the Virgin birth, and I said so. In 

alllSwer to a question however,.I, did point O).lt that in my 
opinion, it was possible to 'believe in the Deity of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, without believing in the Virgin birth­
and then alided,. 'personally, I do. believe in the virgin 
birth'." • - . . .-
I am glad to h'ave your unequivocal statement: "P.er­

sonally I do believe in the Virgin birth." That is good. 
But you say, that in response to a question, you said; "I 
did point out that in my opinion, it was possi'ble to be­
lieve ·in ·,the Deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, without be-
lieving in the Virgin birth." . 
· But why throw this sop to unbelief? Furthermore, it 
is surely· not possible to deny the Virgin birth,. without 
denying the divine .inspiration and authori.ty of Holy 

. Granted, for the sake of argument that it was offensive . 
to your aesthetic, poetic taste, there 'are countless thou~ 
s!lnd-s who are profoundly convinced 'of the truth of the 
hymn, who see nothing unaesthetic in its form. It seems 
to me that a 'proper' uiiderstanding of the impo'rtance of 
tl).at truth would have led one to refrain from saying, "I 
hate such h·ymns." There are many hymns which are 
nl()t to 'my liking, !but if the .truth of·the gospel i,s in them, 
I should certainly refrain from lampooning them. And 
'after all, I venture to repeat what I said in that sermon 
about Qeing. "washed" in the blood of the Lamb: 

L· 

But what saith the Scripture? "What are these which 
lire arraved in whi~e .robes 1 and wpence came they? ... 
These are they WhlCh came out of great tribulation, and 
have washed their robes, and made them white-how 1 

.' 

o ,:'. 

...... 

. ) 
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. -in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before 
the throne ·of God and ~rv:e him day and night in his 
temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell 
among them." "Unto him t~at loved us, and washed us 
from our sins' in his own' blood ... to him be glory and 
dominion for ever ·and ever. Amen." That is the iBible. 
"The .blood of Jesus 'Christ "his Son cleanseth us from 
all sin." "Forasmuch as ye know that ye wel'e not 
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold ... 
but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without ·spot; who'verily was fore­
ordained' 'before the foundation of the world, but was 
manifest in these last times for' you, who by him, do 
believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and 
gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in 
God." Do you think"Canon Green was right in !Speaking 
after that fashion? I am old fashioned enough to glory 

. in Cowper's hymn: 

~ ... -: .. 

"There is a ,fountain filled with ,blood 
Drawn from Immanuel's veins; 

And siIiners, plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains. 

The dyin~ thief rejoiced to see 
That fountain in his day; 

And there have I, though vile as 'he, 
Washed all my siIlls away. 

Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood 
. Shall never lose its power, 

Till all the ransomed Chul'ch of God 
Be saved, to sin no more. 

.- E'er since. by faith, I saw the stream 
Thy flowing wounds supply, .... 

Redeeming love has Ibeen my theme, 
And shall be till I die." 

I send .You herewith copies of my Iater sermons on 
Heaven and Hell, and possibly at this point we are not 
~ar apart. Though we 'should differ on other points in 
the interpretation of scripture as you !;!u'ggest, ,I 'glory 
in your saying, "I, too, bow before it as the Word of 
God." That is the :great desideratum to me. We may 
differ in our interpretations of scripture, but if we re­
ceive the Scripture itself as the authoritative WC?rd of 

. God, I have no poubt that in 'time the Holy Spirit will 
. unravel the ~est: Thus we may "keep the unity=> of the 
Spirit in -the_bond of peace", "until 'we all come unto 
the unity of tihe faith". 

I, too,' welcome, and rejoice in all preaching of Christ 
which God 'honours, and uses to bring new life to men 
and women. You are entirely wrong in assuming that 
I "am' more concerned with such preaching. which con­
forms to (my) particular viewpoint, and which contains 
(my) own 's'pedal shibboleths." The only shibboleths with 
which I am concerned are such as are indisputably scrip­
ttiral. 

You conclude: 
"I hope that God may continue to .bless your work, 

and I could wish th,at you -might want to say - 'M"ay 
,God bless yours'." 

'That I do say with all my heart, and ferv:ently pray 
thitGod may bless you more and more. But please 
allow me; without offence, to say I do not think He will 
bless" you any less if you seek to avoid needless offence 
to spiritually sensitive' people; and refrain from telling 
people in effect how little they need to believe. In short, 
I pray that your trumpet may sound loud 'and long, and 

• that henceforth it may give no uncertain sound. 
May I add that I have long been ·interested in the 

Diocese of Birmingham. In Jarvis Street Ohurch, 'Sun­
day evenin'g, January 22nd, 1928, I b~ptized Rev. Cqarles 
Fisher, M.A., Who had just before resigned as Vicar of 

I 

\ . 

St. John, Harborne, Birmingham. After 'some 'time in 
Canada Mr. Fisher returned to England, and died there 
about four years ago. . . 
. I have also been interested in Birmingham because of .... 

the va'garious eruptions of your Bishop Barnes. I found 
J myself in perfect 'agreement wi'th the Arch-bishop of 

Canterbury, though not an Anglican, who said that if he 
entertained such views as Bishop Barnes, he WOUld resign, 
or words to th~t ~ffect. 

I expect, lik.e -my own, your study and offices are well 
provided with capacious waste :baskets. I have not counted 
them, but I think there are at least seven or eight in the' 
outer office, and one good big one in my own office; so 
that if I send you anything that is in the way,' you will 
be 'able 'to consign it. to one of your waste baskets. 

I am venturing to send you a copy of THE GOSPEL 
WITNESS of som~ years ago, an extraordinary copy, be it 
admitted, of one hundred and seventy-six pages, entitled, 
"Ichabod". It will give you' some idea of the theological 
discussions we have had in this country~ I am sending 
you 'also a few of my books,and a copy of our F.ire 
Edition of THE -GOSPEL WITNESS, its re-opening number, 

. and our Illustra'ted number. I do' not expect you to read 
them, but: perhaps, in view of this correspondence you 
may be interested enough to tprn the pages, and' thus 
receive ·a perspective view of one who is by no means an 
unkindly critic. -' 

0, yes! I am going to as~ you to accept, with my com­
pliments, THE GOSPEL WITNESS for a year. If you pre­
fer Dot to receive it, and' you will write on the envelope, 
"Not wanted. Return to 'sender," that would save you' 
the trou'hle of opening it. However, my hope is that you 
will not refuse it, since many Anglican clergymen of all 
ranks, including Bishops, with many prominent leaders in 
religion and educational spheres; througJ:!.out the world, 
are number(!d among our subscribers. 

I sincerely hope our paths may yet .crOlSs someWlhere 
in the world, where we may at least enjoy a 'hearty hand-

"shake. _ . ' 
.I may say I'withdraw nothing of my convictions which \ 

inspired my criJticism8, whether n,Iy criticisms were right 
or wrong. 

With warmest regards, and praying God's richest bless­
ing upon you, ·and aH your work, 

I am, 
Sincerely yours, 

BOOKS AND BOOKLETS 
By DR. T. T. SHIELDS' . 

"'Other Little Ships" .................................................... : ........... : ..................................... $2.00 
"The Plot That Failed" ........ , ................................................................. ; ..................... 2;00 
"The. Papa'cy in the Light' of Scripture", 26 pages ........................ .25 
"The Oxford Group Analyzed".. ........................................................................ .05 
"The Christian Attitude Toward Amusements" ................................. .05 
"The God of. All Comfort" ................................................................................. .05 

. TIle Gospe( Witness . 
130 Gerrard Street East, Toronto 2, Canada 

/ , 

. \\ 



" \ 

'-

J an'uary 22, 1953 THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE' (629) 5 

lJaruts &trttt ,ulptt 
HOW THE LAST BECOMES FIR·ST 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 
,\ 

Preach,ed in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, January 18th, 1953 
(Electrically Recorded) 

"And a certain man was there, which had an !nfirmity thirty and eight years. 
"When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had ·been now a long time in that 

Calse, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole? 
"The. impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, 

to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down ·before me.' 
. "Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. 
"And immediately the man was made Whole, and took up -his bed, 'and walked: 

and on the same day was the sabbath."-John 5:5~9. 

Prayer Before the Sermon 
. W,e ce!!,se not, Q_Lord, to be amazed at Thy condescension' 
m stoopmg. to hold converse, with Thy human creatures. 
So grievously have we all offE)nd.ed agaiIllst Thee, so com­
pletely have we a'll forfeited the last right to come where 
Thou art; that we find it difficult often to understand that 
this is true, that Thou hast srud where two 01' three are 
gathered in Thy name Thou art there in the midst' of them. 
But we believe Thy word this evening; we believe that Thou 
art in. the midst of this assembly. W':e rejoice to l'eflect 
t~at Thy nature is not changed' by 'fhli'lle ascension to the 
rIght hand of God. Thou hast taken our human nature with 

.. Thee; Thou didst not shed Thy human ·body. And we rejoice 
to 'believe that ·the Incarnation i,s now an etemal fact, that 
Thou art before the Throne making intercession for us, un-
worthy as we .are. . • 

Thou hast not only saved us ·by blotting out the 'hand­
writiIllg that was against us, and the ordinances that were 
contrary to us, nailing them to Thy cross; Thou hust IDOt 
been content with remQving our sins~ and blotting O:lt our 
trans·gres3ions "as a thick cloud, but Thou hast brouR'ht us 
intQ the most i~iinate l-elationship. with Thyself. The father 
d"~d not c?hserl'f:' that the prodig3;l, returning penitently to 
hIS father s house., should dweU WIthout among the servants, 
but he received him to the hospitality of his ·heart and of 
his home. Thus Thou hast received us. And though we 
had taken the portion of goods which WaiS ours, and had 
wasted it irf riotbus living, we had not really diminished 
the resources of Thy grace, for Thou art as rich as ever, 
and Thou art well able' to ·supply· all needed gmce to Thy 
chil~ren. Thou hast indee.d, in Thy plan and purpose, ac­
cordl!lg to. Thy word, blessed ~s eve~ now with all spiritual 
blessmgs m heltVenly places m Chrv.:;t, according as Thou 
hast chosen us" in Him, before the foundation of the 
world, that we. should be holy and without blame before Thee 
in love. Wh~t these spiritual blessings are we cannot fully 
cQmprehend; we know some of them. But what a wealth 
of'ble!,!sing awaits the appropriation of those who by faith 
dwell m the heavenly places. " 

Be pleased this evening, Lord, to lift us up above ,the 
murk and mire of this 10wer world; yea, lift us so near 
to Thyself that the' world's pull of gravifation shall ·be less 
and that we may feel the superior drawing- power of th~ 
Spirit of God', separating us from the old life arid from the 
World .that lieth in the wicked one, and so cl~thing us with 
Thy rIghteousness, and 'bedecking us· with the beautiful 

_ornamentc;; 0:( Thy g-race, that Thou shalt even now make 
·us to be in pi'ocess of beautification, that we may be without 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing. 

, We would fain, 0 Lord, thus please Thee, for we are sure 
it is of Thy love that Thou dost call us to Thyself and the 
joy of the-Lord is even intensified when we are e~abled by 
Thy grace to come to Thee in a receptive mood and to re-

_ceive more grace, and to be anointed with fresh 'oil. 
We thank Thee for Thy ·Holy Word. What a mine of 

weaJth it is! W'hat exhaustless treasures of wisdom· what 
r!lservoirs of power are resident ,within this word of i~spira­
bon! 0 Lord, may we come to it this evening reverently. 
May we come to it as little chBdren, wondering at its magni-

tude, at its majesty, and yet rejoicing to receive of its ful­
. nej;S, and grace for grace . 

Look upon this cOiligregation thi!'! evening. How little we 
know of each other! Indeed, our most intimate friends 
know little of us, a,s we know little of them, for the heart 
knoweth its own bitterness, and the stranger doth not inter­
meddle with its joys. It may be some have'dropped in here 
this evening scarcely knowing why, perhap:s some who ~ave 
come to the cross-roads, and some perhaps ·to the ena of the . 
street, and now do not know which way to turn. We .pray 
Thee, ThoJI great Saviour, meet .a:ll Thy dear children. 0 
give us a crumb of comfort 'this evening; give QS sometliing 
that will strengthen our faith, and fi·t us .more perfectly for 
the warfare that lies ahead. And for .those who do not know 
the joy of fellowship with Thee we pray, that. Thou wilt 
remove every hindrance, and constrain them 'b!Q Thy 19ve to 
cOlne penitently to the feet of Jesus' .. 0 take all our sins 
away. Wash us and make us whiter -than snow. Restore 
un ~o us all the joy 'of Thy salv;abion, then 'will we teach 
trangressors Thy ways, and sinners shall ·be converted unto 
Thee. 

So we pray that not one man or woman, bOY"or girl, within 
t.hese wa:lls this evening 'shall escape Thy ·benediction. Let 
it rest upon us all; and ·bless us all, and in the. blessing of 
all o~ Ii!,! glorify Thy·self, for Jesus' sa,ke .. Amen. 

WE HAVE read together this evening 'the ~tory of 
Bethesda's pool, 'and of the legend·, if legend it -

was-that at certain seasons an angel went d'own into 
t.he pool and troubled the water. The .water had cer'tain 
healing virtues, but they were applica:ble only to the 
one who should succeed in stepping down first after the 
troubling of the waters. I 'have no doub't whatever that 
we have an -historically accura:te description of Bethesda's 
pool. Yet, being history, like the story. ~f Sara:h and 
Isaac, and Hagar and· Ishmael, it has 'also an all~gorical -
significance. In human life ·generally Bethesda's pool 
does not belong to any particular locale; it is everywhere~ -

"'Wherever humans congrega.te. Th~ world generally is 
as 'a place 'with five porches, which are full of impotent' 
folk, physically, mentally;' morally, and spiritually; the 
blind, the haIt, and the withered, everyWhere abound. 

And li'ke this 'aggreg;ltion of needy folk, they are all 
wai#ng, wa"iting for 'something, hoping against hope 
for some relief from a:1I their ills. And the only minIS­
tering pool they know 'is one which r'eserves its healing 

, .for the' person who i-s able to 'be ·thefirst. There was a 
legen:d. of an angel who, at a certain season, trouhled the 
waters of the" pool. That was believed, and' it -may 
have been perfectly' true, I do not know. But whether 
01" not, only the person who was Poble -to get into the 
nnol firs't was made whole. • 

I said it 'has an 'allegorical significance. _ It is really a 
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parable of-life, for 'this story reflected and still reflects ·a hill. And'I 'said to Mr. Slade one day not 'so long ago, 
the prevailing belief -of "the' world that wholeness. the· as we were going up a steep hill like that, "Do you 
enjoyment of life, the. good'and .tqe pe'ttex: 't;hi~gs .. oOife, r~m~mber 'hoW .we used ·to·puff and pan't with the old 

. are for the man wh-o is able in some way or 'another to cars, and how proud we were of' ourselves if we could 

. ... ' 

take· the firstplace~ ,So general is that assumption that .' get to the top even "on. low" without stopping,?" But now' 
it i's cynically said' 'th~t 'God is 'always on the side .of the because we have power within when we· meet .the hiUs we 

'. big !batta:lions. . I do not need to. argue· th~ prevalence go. ri'ght over·· the crest withou't reduction or s~ed: My·: 
Of that as·sumption. IIi every game,. which is only' a . dear ffiends, the L<?rd Jesus c~ine to put 'a new engine . 
g-ame, the prize 'is for the one who is fil'st. Qur whole in the car. ':ije came to make it ppossi'ble for."'imp6tent . 
educational system is predicated. upon the .. 'assumptjon men to .,climb th~ steepest hills of . life, 'iJ):deed to make 
of the superior. worthiness of, the one who manages of us mountain climbers; to eIiahle us to scale the lofty 

.,. somehOw to bike the first place.' Every impatient motor- peaks 'and view the landscape. o'~r: As. 'a Christi~n 
• ist w~iting for the 'stop .light to tUI:D, ~eyen . though :he . ,have. you no~ found that ·so? .···.Listen·: .. "Wh~t. the l~w· 
is going nowhere· hi. particular, seems to think there is . could not do-why?-in that ~'t was, weak through the 
'a special virtue. in' getting away' first. Have you ever flesh ~ .. " It just could not make, as we say; .the grade; 

- . .' noticed th~t? And eVen on .the 'highway his passion for. the. ideal, t~e standard, was".too high for .our debased -. 
. . p,riority ,increases his madness; and he is "de'termin'eil and degerierate human nature. But "what the Jaw coiild 

. :to be first, even:tliough'·sometimeei" sllch"·an' insane·ambi.- not do;in 'that··'if was weak -through 'the flesh God send- . 
tion may carty one first to' the ce~etl~ry. . 'ing his ·own Son in the likeness of sinful fle~h, and (by 
, But that is the rule of 'a selfish world. In business, an offering) for sin, condemned sin ill' the flesh: tliat· , 

i.n the: ,pr~fessi(jmi,. in pol!tics, and even on the. plane of.. the. righteousneSs of' th~ law might' 'be:. fulfilled in ·us: 
':;---" ..... , .: 'a carnlil :reli.gion,"·whOS'oeve~· steppeth.·in tirst ,.is 'accorded· .~ho ~~lk not after.t'he fles'h, 'bu~ aftel'-the Sp~rit." ,That ... . 

. , :. t·he· prize~ . . '.. ,\ .. ... .. ·IS how He .makes people morally whole. . . 
, "\: ,": :":;·'13u£ 'i~' us,.see··how'.'ihi's· :~linost universal' faw"'b{:a··::,:, . I. Jhave,·.a le'tter~I shalr:publish it"this week--':"'from" " 

, ,:. .' '-. ." ,w~rid that is ·rea11y ups-i'de down is' completely reversed' QUr good friend iC&lion Green, ,whose deiiverances.i ,mildly ' .. ' 

l 

" .. / .. ' by"the Lord of .light and of life. Tl,Iat is why His word critic\zed. I shall publish it, .. 'and, I. shall publish at. the·' , 
and His teaching are so full of paradoxes. He seems 'same time my reply to him. J.t will.appear in this week's 
to· 'say the opposite -of the 'things' which .IN'~ should say. WITNESS'. But he"said, "Were t~ere not' very'miLny con-' ... ' . 

. : ... ::'. ,. ·,You f'ememher.whatthey 'said, of,the·diSciples:. '~These . versions?""I hopm'so; I vvould not·.say.theJ;'e were not ,.~ -:~. 

oL'" 

that have turned the ,worM ·upside d9wn are come hither. by any me~s ... Bu't I.am . sometimes . afraid :01 the nie~ 
alsO'." . I have !heard ofa quaint old preacher who chanics of modern evangelism, 'and I am by no means' 
-preached ·fWIn ~ha~ text, 'al'!d' h.e hali. 't'he regul~tion Il;Jld co~vi~ced that 'a man. is ~soundo~y" saved', or as our .Ply-

. orthodox tllree pomts. First, "This. world ·'IS upSide mouth Brethren sometimes say, "weIJ·save4,",-I am by 
- :down." Secondly, "It needs ·to be turned 'right sirle.u~." np means. convinced ~a't 'a, "man 'is thoroughly saved. 

And thirdly, "~e ... are the chaps to d<! it.~' You k.now be~ause, hE? Hfts his hani! 'in"a b~g.meeting, or ~alks up 
how strangely 'the Lord h'as 'Spoken. He says that a tO'the frQnt. • 

. man loses 'his .life wh~n 'he tries Ito sa~e it. He. says . ,I rerriember when I was :Very :young, as· a pre~C'h~r I . 
th'at whosoever' woUld ;be exalted Nust humble himself .. went· 'to .conduct some services~for. ·.th~ 'n'ei'ghbouring~' 
He says 'the way to become rich is to give everything Me'hodist 'mini'ster in his~'church in the same little town 
away. And the .waY really 1:0 live fs to fall intI;> the where I was minis'ter. It was .not hard to 'get people to 
ground, and die. ' Wha,t.a bundle of parado?Ces 'and appar-, go to churehin those days, and the lit'tle church was al­
ent contradictions that' is! 'ways crowded,. I saw two men' walk down the aisle with· 

But that is· the doctrine of the verses of my text," another mali· ,be~ween them, and. it loo~ed' for all the 
that DivJne grace ,flows to .the -man who !hal! nothing; world' as though they were pl'ain-.c]othes policemen, and' 
Divine power is given to the man who can do nothing; t.hey', had the middle man under arres't. 'They came to 
'Divine friend-~hip- is· for 'the one wlto has .!,o friends; .a pew/and· one went iIi first, they' pushed. the' middle"man 
Divine. help is- for the helpless; and all the wealth, of in, 'and the other went in after 'him., 1 'Preached as well 
Deity is for the utterly 'and hopelessly banJcrupt. Now ""8 I could, 'and then .my Methodj'st ·.ministerial-friend 
can you read ,things. upside down?· Let us s~e what took over the meeting, and. he· gave all·sor.tS· of invi'ta-' 
Ne can do. / . tions. At last he managed to give ··an invitation' that,' 

I. . unless. one were deierm'ined to go to perd:itiori, one would'"' 
OUR. LORD. ANNOUNCES HIS PROGRAM, ,what He came have 'to accept. I saw one, man come out, and the other 

into the world to do, when to 'the man of the long~stand,;., man push the' mi,ddle man, .and the ·t}l.ree of them came 
., .... ing infirmity He said, "Wilt thou be made· whole?" That out, and came up to the front. T~e··minister said, "Now 

is what He came for. He came ·to make me~ whole. praying brethren you come up here 'and. pray." There 
He is not merely a Repair-man; He refuses to a,ttempt were others of course, and they came up to the front and 
to sew a new patch on 'an old garment, or ''to'' put new prayed. "Now the'n, my bz:ethren," he said, "we'll pray 
wine in 'old, bottles.' He comes to restore the soul"to its' them into the Kirigdom." So they pra~ed; but' not one' 
original wholeness. And oh, what urgent need we all of them took the Bible to show them how to be saved. 
have of the gracious fulfilment of that Divine 'program! Then they annQunced a hymn-"Now we'll sing them into 

lie comes to ,give U'S moral wholeness. There is ·a kin- the Kingdom." That was before ~hey h'ad invented. that 
s'hip between wholeness and holiness, where nothing is" idiotic word, "Singspiration." I do not know what that. 
lacking. I am one of 'the fortunate ones who has a" means, unless it .means ,a sort of religious d~bauch, a 
goad car, a ,car with a good engine in it. Mr_ Slade and religious drunk. But however, -what with praying him 
I ,have often driven together, and we 'have come to some into the Kingdom, and 'singing Mm into 'the Kingdom, 
steep 'hilI, 'and without any change of gear the cat, just they got him in. But I was interested to· know what 

. slips. 'to the top as- though it d,id not know the're were happened, and I found that the next morning he was 
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just as far away fr~m, the .Kingdom as he ever was.. . "Wilt thou 'be made whole?" I I:lay." speaking Of ~e 
NQ su~h perforqlances characterized Canon. Bryan apostle Paul, he 'said, "I ver.ily thought with myself. '. '." 

Green:s"meetjng!\; I am, merely saying'J;lr.at.,prQf~i!:Sio~ .. y.ou ~all ,'t:~in.~'1l!~y 's~range th'i~gs' if you thin,k with 
under' the stress. of great 'meetings is not' an infallible . yourself, ,- "I verilY.though.t with, myself, that' I ought 
sign'of genuine conversion.~, ,,' to do many things contrary to ,the, name ,of Jesus of 

Men are not made :whole after that fashion. 'It is by ~azareth." That was his plan, that was his objective"': 
the,word of" the truth of the gospel, the .ve"ry'd,yriamic of. 'to" figh't 'Jesus. You know' the" story,: of· how the, Lord, 

, God: that takes possession Of the soul,'aIid makes a poor met ·him. T~en in later life he said, "For ~he weapQns o~ 
, . 'broken 'human -into a, whole ·man by the pQwer of the our w~rfare are not carnal, 'but ,mighty: through 'God! to 

Divine, Spirit: . ~'Wilt th9u 'be made whole?" That is_the th~ pullinJr down ,of strong holds; casting down imag"ina-' 
qu~stion of the gospel:' ' , tions (or reasonings) and every high thin'S' 'that exaltetli. . 

. I .believe "it ·means an inteU~ctudl-wholeness too. You', itself against the knowledge of 'God, a~d bringing' into 
know there, are some'very clever' people who.·stupidly, as captivity every though~ to the _Qbedi~lice 'of 'C~ri-st.',' Tlte. 
I 'thlnk, try to tell us that when we receive ,the gospel we ma~ who ver~ly thou~h't he ought, to ?o many thi~~s.con­
do despite to our intellect, we, check our reason.. so to' trary .·to C~lI'lst, after he ha~, met HIm was made to see 

"speak ,Wh~t nonsense! ' A man is" not whole intellectu-. tha~ ,'It was tol!y. to ente~tam even a thought that was 
'allY: until .. he knows Cliri'st. How can he, be'?, .He· !laid,' con'trary to!Ohnst. . . 
"I 'am the way, tpe truth·, and t~e life." . He, if I inay so' And spiritual wholeness, 'also· may be ours. We are not 
say, is Jhe 'i~iellectual norm, He is t~e, stan,dar<i" He is here. f0ntver, dear friend·s. "The livjn;g know that they 
at once the' power of God, and the wisdom of God. I shall die." We are ,'here for', only a little while. -Wh'at 
would say to' any, young student ;he"re. that· you have' not . tIt'en? Where 'are we' going?' There is not· one of us who 
learned'·nie alphabet of. real tlJiIiking "until you- have re- does not',kQo:w that, we have',a,n: immortal spirit that ,has', 

· 'ceived Him'·Who.Js the' Alpha. and .Om,Elg~ ,Qf '~ll ,truth. :to'go sqmewhere. N:o maid,s who,le until he has 'come' to 
:,!'W'ilt thou 'be'made.whole?': I like· to :quote,it:r Saul Christ. 'Then,he is a,ble to relate th'is,.lffew-'the life to,' 

" , (if Tarsus was a v~ry''''e~rl:}t"e''man. 'His' 'e~emi~s said of come,- 'and 'the values of ,:this life" to . the valu~s of the .: 
... ~im it:l}~ter .lif.e, ','l\!luch lear.nin,! hath m~d!'l th~,e ~a,d.~' upper world. "Wilt thou ~-e-mape:,'Yh,ole?", : 0 

The crItIcs called 'Peter and Jolin '~unlearned ·!1nd. Ignor-
ant," bu,t no one ever said. that of;theapo'stle Paul.' 'l'hey II. 

, :were "amazed' at his ,massive intellect. .And let: me' tell Now, DoOK' AT: 'wHAT THIS MA,N ,SAID; IT .I~ JUST A 
'. ,you, such fntellect,. au'gmerited "by the inspiration of the VERY CoMMON REPLY. He malres' His 'proposal to one 

, Spirit of 'God, as' is expressed in Paul's epistles,' are the -;Phose impotence 'w~ 'Ot long standing. He had had an' 
standar4s by 'whieh .lany ipan wfo w~uld learn to ,think infirini'ty for thirty and: eight years, "imd when 'Jesus 
may, begin thinking.' - .' '. . .saw him lie, and knew that ~he ihad been noW. a long time 
, I havei .little book on my shelves somewhere entitled. in :tha:t ca'se," - it was a hard cas'e, but to hIm He made, 
. "The 'Pqilosop~y' o(.the ,Plan<of 'Salvation;" ,''l'here· was a this ,proJ)9sal: "Wilt thou 'be made whole?" . I ·know· that . 

· very eminent lawyer .. who·had nevet:·met Ghrist;. he was our Lord Jesus is .the children's Saviou·r. My 'heari was 
a secularist; and -he. did not. believe in ~im; .he <,lid not thrilled tliis 'mornin'g, -.' it always is on Sunday mOJ,"n~ 
even belieVe God. And so He resolved that 'he would shil,t ings ~ when Ii little crowd o~ boys came around me" all 
himself up with the Bible"l!nd read it, and ,master it, and hbldipg up their, han,ds, and saying, "Hello, Pastor.", And 

.. then he would write a book on the fallacy of believing it. the Superintendent came along, and he ,loo,ked 'at the. 

. But he never inastere:d the:'Bible ;.the Bible mastered him, smallest, ·and 'Said, "I was smaller than you when'"I met 
a~d .brought him as· a humble P!'!ni,tent to the feet of the Pal5tor first, but not as good -looking as you ~re."-

· Christ. And :he had to confes's, ,he never. knew such wis- But these children were supremely happy in the house 
doInas.he found here. D Arid instead, of writing against'· of the Lord. And one little boy came ,to me, arid said., ' 

' the' Bible he -wrote that striking book,- "'f.he Philosophy· "P'astor I am ei'ght, and I'll soon be nine, and I can read. 
ofihe Plan of ISalvatio'h." I - , , 0 music, and 1. ean/.play the pi'ano. Do'n't y,ou th,ink I ought 

\ Some years ago I gave an invitation one Sunday morn- to be in 'the Junior 'Choir?" I said, "I think you ou'ght," 
... ing, . and among those WJIO responded was a tall young an~ 1 put him in charge of somebody" to go and' find 

man, who said, ".'1 am a student at Yarsity." I sa:id, "In Uncle Hutch. That little 'boy is a 'member of the church; 
what year?" He said, "'I am doing graduate ,work." He he has been baptized', and he loves the Lord. ' 0 yes; we 
said, "But I am a Moderni'st; I am an evolu'tionist." I -have bosts of them here. Our Saviour is the childreil's 
said, "You are?~' "Yes." ~ had- ·announced the verse: . Savioq,r. 

"Just as I am, though tossed' ~a:bout 
,Wlith many a' conflict, many a doubt, 
Fightfngs and fears within, without, 

O-,Lamb of God, I come." 

I said, ';You may have a good many inte~lectual problems, 
you are tossed to an<,l fro, ·and you do not know ~ow to . 
solve them. Do not wait until you 'have solved them;' 

'bring them all to the Lord Jesus 'Christ." A,nd 1 made an 
appointment with him to CQme to see me, b~t he did not 
come. Some time later I met him, and f said, "I thoQ,ght 
we ha"- an appointment, and you were c~ming to see me.". 

· "I was, sir:' he said, "but in the meantim~ I met Ohrist, 
and 'all -my problems- were solved, and I dId not need to, 
come to see you." , 

And there is an undoubted a,d1J(J,ntage in coming to 
"kmow Christ in' ear~y life. Some of u's were converted . 
when we were quite young, but I do not think any of us 
were convel'ted so young that we haven't wished we were 
converted still younger .. It is Ii great thing when a hoy 
or a. girl comes to know' Christ w.ith the grea'ter part of 
life naturally before him "Or before her, before their ,plans 
are -made, and while "they are going to .school. What a 
great advantage it· is to 'have that life shaped by the 
principles of this Book! Bu't I have a quarrel with s"Ome 
of my Sunday' School enthusiasts when they try to limit 
the Lord Jesus to·'the salvation 'of the' young. 0 yes, He 
loves io save the children. But" I have heard them ask, 
"How many of you were saved before you were .ten? How 
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· many were saved before you were twenty? How many' 
were saved before you were thirty?" ThEm they s'ay, "You 
'see not many are saved late in life." I am not so sure of 
that. I am sure of this, that no one is too old to receive 
the grace of God. . 
, Years ago Brother Bunyan 'brought a man to me whose 
acquain'tance he had made in Muskoka. If I am not mis­
taken that man ~as about ei'ghty-five years of age. He 
had. preached 'Christ to him; and the old mali had ex­
pressed an interest, and so Mr. Bunyan brought him down 
more than a hundred miles to see me. He had a ,shock 
of white nair and a white beard. He came into my vestry 
and I talked with him. He said, "I am ashamed to come. 
I have spent all these years, and I have never recognized 
God at all, and'l am ashani'ed to come to Him now ,a,.t the 
end of life." I told him that, while it would have !been 
better if he had come earlier; stilI the Lord would save 
him at any age. So then I asked nim if he would kneel 
down -with me and pray, aJ;l.d we knelt" down at a chair. 
I prayed for- him, and then I said to him, "Now Mr. So 

· and So, I want you to pray;" There was silence. He knelt 
there with bowed 'head, at last he looked 'up and s'aid, 
"I can't pray." I said, "Why ,can't you?" "I told you; 
I am ashamed. I never did pray in my life, for eighty­
five years; and now right 'at the end to come and pray 
doesn't ,seem right to -me, it doesn't seem fair.' I can't 
pray, Mister." I talked with h'im; and I said, "I think 

· you can." "But,1 don't know what to say." I said, "Here 
is a ready made' prayer. 'The Bible tells albout two men 
who weJ;l.t to the temple to pray, and one of -them prayed 

,this prayer,' just a. very 'short' pr,ayer: "God be merciful 
to me, a sinner'." I said, "Now you can pray that prayer. 
You 'are 'a 'sinner?" "0 yes;" "Well I want YOll to pray 
that prayer now," At last he stammered it out: "God 
be merciful to· me, a sinner." 'Then I showed him the 
Scriptu're: "Whos;oevet s~1l -call upon the nrume of the 
Lord shall be s'aved." I sa~d, \!!D.id ,'you call 01} the name 
of the Lord?" "Yes; it was hard, but I did, I know I 
did." '''Well hi'S word says that whosoever" - "But I am 
so old." "But whos'Oever includes you, ·and whoso~ver s:hall 
call upon ,the name of the Lord shall 'be saved.;' To shorten 

. my story, h,e rose with beaming face, and said·, "I canriot 
understand it, but I really believe He 'has received me, 
and has forgiven my sins." 'He went hack 'to Muskoka" 
and' 'several months later he came down" again, and came 
to see me. He 'had been reading his Bible, and he Said" 
"It is all right; I 'am saved,and I came'all the way down 
here to be baptized. 'Could I be baptized on' Sunday?'" 
When -Sunday came I baptized' that old man of e'ighty­
five years. I suppose_he has long since gone to be with 
'bis Lord. "When Jesus, saw him lie; and knew tha't 'he 
had 'been now·a long time in that case," - but oftot too 
long 'for the Ancient of Days, riot too long for the Lord 
of life. He can save anyone, no matter 'how long we 'have 
-tarried' in the path'S of sin. 

sliould we do dear friends if we 'had a salva,.tio~ that re­
quired somebody to help 1,ls into the ~ol? And to help 
us to get in first? 'This man had been disappointed re­
peatedly, and yet he had done' everything he could to 
save himself. I suppose he 'had got just 'as near to the 
·-w~ter'~ edge as possible, an<} as 'he was trying perhaps 
WIth hIS poor lame legs somebpdy went down before' him. 
It was like ··a woman I saw this morning. But she was 
not lame, but she will make some other people lame if 
she does not mend her ways. I was coming through the 
subway at Dav;enport and Dupont, and ;r had, the right of 
way. I was very near to the subway, and she came down 
from the other way, and taking it for granted that I 
would stop my car, or retard its progress, she came down 
from ·the other .ddrection and das'hed just 'between. the 
support of the brid'ge and my car like a shot. . '0 yes, 

. she was a .woman. Women like to be first. They. are 
almost as bad as the men! . 

But thus far every effort had heen in vain. I ~a:y be 
speaking to someone this evening who 'ha's heard the gos'­
pel,a thousand times. You say, "I"know it· is all -true sir. 
I wish I were a 'Christian. "I have tried, but somehow or 
another I have never managed it, and- lam still as poorly 
off ·as ever." 

IV. 
Now·HERE WAS ONE WHO OFFERED A GIFT WITHOUT A 

''':MEANS TEST"., That is grace .. When He told this' story 
our Lord "imposed rio COnd'i'tion wha~ver. lie'did notilold 
an' argument with hiIQ, and, say, ,"If .You' promise this, 
and that, and the other thing, I will do wha-t I can for 
ypu." No. That is: not the way the Lord"of grace dges. 
I will tell yoil what He did. ~ He commanded the impos­
sible. The gospel always does. It i's one of the paradoxes. 
"'Take up thy 'bed, and' wal'k."That was the one thing 
he could not do. He could':'speak, perhaps h'e could sing, 
I do not know; he could hear, 'but he' could neit walk. He 
had !riedto, and fa,iled, but when Jesus stepped in"He 
interposed you see. I love that pr'inciplEl in the gospel; 
"that He comes ,to the help of men when everything else 
in the universe 'has failed. ,'Oh, what condescension of our 
Lord to save, to be willing to take the last place! 

I remember some' years ago being invited to a certain 
place. A man came to me and said, "Now the people are 
determined -they ,want you 'to come' and lecture, and they' 
w.ant you and'no one else,". !Ie waj!l fulsome in his praises. 
flsaid, "Now look here, you nad 'better get Dr. So and So. 
'You can change your date, 'or he can change hIs.!' "What 
do you mean ?" I" sa"id, "You asked him did you not? 
and when he would not come Y9U a'sked me." I said, "I 
do not mind taking the second place, only I want you t'o 
be s'trai'ghtforward. You come making believe that you 
want me. You want me' only because you could not get 
somebody else. No.w go and speak to him." That man 
was greatly offended, and, he said to the man who was 
then my associate, "Dr. Shields wouldri'-t come because 'he 

. III. . ,wouldn't take second plac~." "No," my friend,sl!id, "that 
Now I want to say another thing. THIS PROPOSAL WAS is not it. , I kn~w him well ,enough, and he will take the 

MADE TO ONE WHOSE LIFE THUS FAR HAD BEEN BUT A last place any ti-m'e if it i's the Lord's work .. But he would 
. CHAIN OF DISAPPOINTMENTS. "Poor man! How long have' not go because you were. not straightforward." He s·aid, 
you been waiting there?" "I do not know." But he had' 'He is easy -to deal with if you, tell hi~i "the truth, but I 
'been there a long time, and 'he said, "The reason I have never met a man that would find you 'out more. quickly 
'not been made whole is because I have 'no man; when the if you don't." ,~ , 
waters 'are troubled, to. put me into -the pool, but while I. We' do not need any hearsay evidence. The Lord know~ 
am coming another steppeth down before me, and I 'have we have tried everything and everybody, especially our­
,always been too late. I have tried it again and again and selves, and it is when everything 'an'd, everybody has failed 
again, but I never 'did manage to get in first." What in all the universe that the Lord Jellus comes, and"He 
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says, "I know I am the last, hut I will save you, and' then power He supplied that lack, and showed that all the re-
you will make me the first." That is the gospel. Sources of nature were' really at His .command. 

"Nothing in my h~nd I bring, That i.sa tru'th which is quite generally in our day 
·Simply to Thy cro~s I cling." denied _ that Jesus 'Christ was God, and that He exer-

So I offer you this evening in His name healing, whole- cised in the days of His flesh the powers of Deity. But· 
ness, forgiveness of sin, to 'be robed in His righteousness 
to 'be. bejewelled with all the orn. aments of grace, at last here He d,id it in a very simple way. Somewhere I read in 

the long ago that a young boy was asked to 'write a brief 
to be made a prince of the blood, with angels for your 
D!ini's'ters. And all 'by doing __ what? The impossible. essay on 'this incident, apd he put it all in a brief sen-

- tence: "The conscious water saw its Lord and blushed." 
Beca~se wh~ you attempt to obey·the comman.ds of Deity Certainly 'an element of nature recognized its Lord, 'and 
the tmp08stble becomes possible; He breathes strength was .transmuted from its natural quality into another 
upon you by His mandate. When He says, "Come," the quality. So we do well, as we come to our Lord Jesus, 
lamest man, as lame as Mephibos'heth on both .feet, may' and offer our petitions at the Thr. one of grace in His 
come, and all will be well. . 

May God lead some to come to Him thi's evening, for Name, to remember that we ·are praying to One Who has 
His Name's sake. -Let us pray. . the 'key 00 'all storehouses. And if there be, in any of 

the exp'eriences of life through w~ich we pass, some 
We thank Thee, 0 Lord, for Thine immeasurable grace. - t I k h' h 't' b'd . d' ~e bless Thee that Thou art ready to receive the poorest, grea ac' w lC· 1 IS eyon· our power Imme lately. to 

.,and the weakest, and. the most obdurate, of sinners. May. supply, we can invoke His blessing, with the certainty 
someone come tonight, for Jesus' sake, Amen. that He will come to our aid. . .. 

WHEN THE LORD JESUS PRESCRIBES 
.THE MENU / 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields' . . ' 

Prea·ched 'in J'arvis Street Baptist Ohurch Toron-to 
. SlI:nday Morning, January 18th, 1953 ' 

(Electrically Record'ed) 
"Th\s beginning' of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, 

and manifested forth hirs glory; and his disc~ples 'believed on 
him."-John 2:11. 

I think He manifested too the glory of His wor'd and 
will. "No man hath seen '(j()d .atany time; the only be­
gotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath 
declared him." "The Word,' it is said, "was made 'flesh, 
and dwelt among u's, -(and we beheld his· glory, the glory 

" as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of· grace arid 
tru'j;h." He did not on this occasion speak 'to the element 
whose nature was changed; He simply willed it, and call- . 
ed upon the attendants at the feast to draw from the 
water pots, and as they did so they discovered the mir­
acle. 'God does not always work His miracles ostenta­
tiously. I think He has -always been economic in the 
exercise of miraculous power. But when He has exer­
cised it, He has exercised it for a definite purpose. In 
this case there is a sense in which· the miracle did not 
immediately appear. It was something'which He willed, 
about which He did not say a word, until He instru~ted 
the governor of the feast to tell. the attendants to dniw 
the wafer. 

I T IS not at all surprising men s'l:iould have asked ques­
tions concerning .the Man of Nazareth as He moved 

among His feHows in the day,s of Hi,s flesh. In some re­
spects He w.as like all other men, and in some respeCts He 
differed fl10m 'all other lllen. His words were d:i.f;ferent from 
the words of allY other; those who 'heard Him- said, 
"Never man spa~ like this Man." .And Hjs works were 
different from the -works performed iby 'any other man. 
He Himself was content to rest His claim for' recogni­
tion as ,the Mes,sian, and the Son of God, u.pon:His works. 
He said, "If I had not done among them the works which . 
none other man did, they had not had sin: but now they 
have hoth seen and hated ,both me and my Father." 

-Again on one occasion He said, . "Believe me tbat I am in' 
the Father, 'and the Father in me: or else believe me for 

, the very works" sake." And the miracles which our Lord 
wrought in the days' of His fleSh were literally "signs", 
designed to show something pf'His power, that following 
such manifestations of His Divine quality His disciples 
and .:those about H,im might believe on' Him. 

It· is' si.gnificant that our LorG sQould have chosen .the 
pJoace and the time which He~did choose for the first of 
all His signs. And the· power which He· exercised in 
turning th~ water into w~ne was a manifestation· of His, 
glory, that is, of that peculiar and d-istinctiv~ quality' 
or essence which belonged to His Divine nature. 

WHAT WERji: SOME OF THE ELEMENTS OF THIS GLORY 
THUS MANIFESTED?, There is a lesson here which (think 
we very ,urgently need to learn and well remember. Our 
Lord showed His power over. all natural laws. He 'accel­
Ie rated the processes of nature. He did what only the 
Lord 'Of nature could· do; He converted the water at 
C~na's marriage feast into wine. There has be~n a good 
deal of discussion as to whether this particular wine was 
fermented, or whether it was a perfectly harmless 'bever­
age? We maybe sure, I 'think, ·that on that occasion our 
Lord did nothing that would mar the perfection of tlie 
feast. They 'liad no wine, and by the exercise of His 

,.' 

~o: my dear friends, the Lord Jesus is present in the 
life of all believers, and there' is a sense in which He 
works miracles every day. He do~s wonders for us in 
ways that we cannot understand,' just as Peter came out 
of the prison when the angel opened the door for him, 
and it is s'aid, "He wist not. that it was true which 'was 
done by the angel." Afterwards when he came into' the 
city; when ,he came to ·hi.mself it is said he said, "Now i 
know of a 'surety, that the Lord. hath sent his angel, and 
hath delivered me out of 'the hand of Herod, and from 
all the expectation of the people of the Jews." I am sure 
that we ourselves. have passed through such experiences, 
when iron doors have opened to us of th~ir OlYn accord, 
when the shackles have fallen from our ankle'S. and the 
mannacles from our wrists, and we have found ourselves 
in a large place, in the full exercise of our freedom, such 
as we had not before. And we have 'to meditate upon it, 
'and say, "What :happened back there in that strange ex­
perience, which, as we passed through it 'I could not.· 
understand?" And!you -have to say, as you draw the water. 
from the wli\lter P.ots, "A miracle was in process of being 
wrought when I did not know it.'" And coming to your­
self, and' viewing life restrospectively, you will find I 
thipk that it 'is studded with gracious Divine interveh­
tions that have made it possible, having obtained help 
of 'God, to continue to this day. . 

'Then there is another suggestion here, that' our L01'd 
showed,!lis Sovereignty over the ordinary i.nstrumentali­
ties. of life. -At that wedding feast the're were water pots 
of water, "six waterpots of s'tone, after the manner of 
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'the purifying ,~f the 'j~~s>!. 'T~ey wer~' ~i~plY n'atu~~l the feast. ·But ~uriord Jesus kne~ th~t' this 'wine wa; " 
necessities, ,there for use aCCQrding to the 'J ewish prac-' a necessity- for the <?ccasion, 'and therefore ,He provided it. 
tice. A,nd ~t was of ,thes'e our.l.iord graciously laid hold .'. ,There, are people who would. tell you that 'the'l'eligion'" 

.. in' :working His .miracle:·.'I think we have had some ex- of Christ spoils life, it 'robs us of our joy. And they c~II .... 
'. .perience .Iik.e. ,that with 'wa"ter'pots df:different sotts;' I . religious ph)fes!!ors "killjoys"; and all that sort 'of thing .. 

··am sure you have. One of them was perhaps filled from My dear friends, if you ate going to have a real feast, 
the deep dark weIr of 'pain, an,other from the turbulent without ans embarrassment; 'ahd without'anyunfortunate 
st~m of. persec1,ltion, another fr~ the brackish w~ters' and regrettable reactions, you' had' better invite "the' Lord 
of/bereavement; perhaPs another filled from waters which Jesus; a~d submit. the menu. to his." inspection.' And "i"f .. 
have. ~ccasiop.ed . pecuniary loss; springs. of b,!!bayal .. and ··anything is lacking you. will find t~at He \ViII supp,ly it;' . 
disappointment ..,- from all these elements which' enter .. and, that all will be well.. .' , .' 

. into eVery human life, and which at the time ma'ke it. Then there is ·another suggestion, .1. think a' ver.y s~g-' 
very. . difficult -per1!-aps ~or.us .~ seethEt fJ.an4· of. God:. nificant.one, that ·our. Lord should-.have. cMsen a 'mar- . 
. out.of ·these" water. pots, filled from "tliese varied and riage_occasion in which to manifest His glory. I do not. 
strange ~prings,. -God in His' goodness. ordains that the / like to hear people speak lightly· of marriage. I do not , 

.. sweetest wine of life :shall be drawn. Thus we' come to th,ink it is a matter about which peop,le ·!l.hould jok~ so' 
glory ev~ri .in .tl'ib~lati9n aiso, and sometimes to say; as much. 'Marriage is either paradise or purgJl.tory:~6ne or .­
did )he .PsaJinist, "Before. I was' afflicted ·1 went astray, . the ot~er. -I hope it· is usually paradise, But certainly . 

, . but now'have I'kept thy word . ~ . It. is good for ine·that OUT Lord comes to add to th~ joyS of life, and this is His .,' 

" 

.1 ha~e ~een afflicted.'" ... '. . . . .institution. 'Marriage-,is the earliest of"all,Divine institu-

. It isa very homely ~nil simple scene; this, we4'4ing . tions; and"our Lor.d graced· it with His pr.esence at the. . 
oceas"ion, is. it· n9t? .'There.·o\yer~ maiiy~ things entering . I~eginning .of His public ministry. He.put H.i~ iinprima-:." ", 

'into .the necessities of. the feast, and of· the e.njoyment . tur upon H;- and shpwed His favour·to·ward it, an'd allowed . . 
ther~f,.·~d ,~ur ·LOrd. -'Yas' .the~~ 'as' 'a ~ues_t, ~D:d,.:~yet:; llimsel~ 'tQ ~ecam~, tip. 'all~fm.portliE-t factor in ~t9.e. ~njoy-,. , ',: .. ," 
proved HImself to- be the Lord. SometImes y~u have . ment of it. 1;Jlessed ,are they of whose ml,lrrlage. It C"an . 
difficulty in. understanding ,how a~l things can work to- be said, as of this mar.riage.feast: "And both 'Jesus was "': 
gether'for good to them that love God'.' That,is a tremen- . called,' and his' ;disciples.'" I'h~vebeen at marriages, 'aDd .. ' 
'dous pa~sage .. The ·sweep of it is qu~te' immeasur~le, . 'have 'ha'd sometimes the melancholy duty' to. celebrate a 

'" for ·w.:ith~n .. th.e category' of "all things" there·are··not only'- marriage - do not·misu~derstarid .. ine; -I have seen'matiy 
:, the early experiences·or life ithrou'gh which you pass; but ama-r.ri-age that opEmed,.t1i.'e·.gate almost'into Heaven".but· ":~'. 

events. w!tiehantedated' your' birth, whi~h prepared for I have beeri at marriages' where I would have preferred 
yOUl!' advent to this world, occurrences which, takin~place the conduct of a' funeral, .because I knew the Lord Jesus' 

, ·before you came, yet played their part in' moldi.ll~ and ,'was not in' it, I knew that He had not been invited. And 
making your c'hal'~cter. And the little, things that come so let me say to you, young people, that in that' matter, 

. \. 

to you 'froni day to day, some of them'insigitifu!ant! sO"" a'bove all other human conSIderations, ma'ke 'sure that you' 
trifling as tQ pass withOut notic~, and- others perhaps ha\re the favour of 'God, make su-te that He is with you. 
temporarily very irritating, thorns in t~e ~Iesh, assaul~s . For if .He is, tlien in spite"'o~ all the?afflictions' of life; 
by creatures 'f~in without, .like -the sting of. a mo~quito; .. the daNe -days Uiat·are inseparable from ()I,lr 'earthly exis~:' 
make life temporarily to become very uncomfortable. And' ence, yet it, will be, in Ispirit 'at least, a touch of Heaven_ 
yet out'of all.these events God, in His sovereign grace, here below .. But I 'am- sure the feast must needs be . 

.. :'-:~ 

is able to:bring good. And He does bring good, and mani- sanctified- by the preSence: and power 'of the manifested 
f~sts His ,gJory by showing you, and showing me, that glory of Jesus Himself, so that YQu 'Plake that a s~ne, qua 
all things work together for ·good to them· that Jove God. non,. the one indispens~ble provision of your marriage,_ 

Then there is 'another, I think, very' comforting sug- that it sh~ll be one wher.e Jesus.~ill be, and UPOIl .which' 
gestion - that our Lord here .. exercises His power to He will smile, and to which He will·show His fav.our .. 

'minister to the enjoyinent' of 'life, and perhaps too to Then 6ne other' thil).g.' I will venture to say that His' 
the' :mitigation of mistakes. '1 wonder if there' is any presence reversed the rule of lite. 'The ruler of the feast 
housewife 'here who, having." invited certain guests. to was surprised -bec{luse the ,ordip.ary procedure had beeri 
share ,her hospitality, .discovered that some very impor-. reversed. He 'said, "Every man at the beginning doth set 
tant factor in the feas"t has been forgotten? It was not . forth good wine; and 'Wlien men lia)!:e well drunk, then 
wine, but it was Something. And then how in 'tlie world that .Which is worse: bu'£""th'ou hast 'kept the good wine 
to maBage that without exposing yourself "to a very great unt.iI now." Where Jesus ~s the purveyor,' when He is the 
embarrassment. I remember when I was fiirst married, real Ruler'of the feast, you will always find the better 
and J·:hadn't learned a' great ,Plany things that I learned things' are on before. We have, many things for which 
afterwards, without saying a word to my wife I took a,. we have reason· to ·thank 'God I am sure. Your ~eart was . 

. guest home ,to dinner, or to luncheon I .suppos~ it. was, a in that Psalm as we read it this morning, 'calling upon 
midday meal. I introduced this gentleman, and presently all that was within you to bless His holy Name; bu.t 'my 
the meal was called·. Grace ·was saidj. and.it was left to dear' friends, there are better thing~ in store. ~ . 
me to serve. And as' I had been accustomed to serve I wonder if I may tell the boys and 'girls ,something. 
only two, I sented- only two, my Wife and my guest, and When I was a little"boy, an(l, I had .a little money to sPend, 
the pI-ate was' quite empty afterwards. He said, "I am I did like other 'boys did, 'and went to what you call in 
dfraid you have served rpe too liberally." I do not know this country a candy s'~or~ and bought some sweets of 
what 1 did, but I somehow managed to screen my' em- some sort. I had a rule I made. After I had bought 
barrassment. I can assure you that I never found myself them· I 100ked them over and I selected the best arid the 
'in that fix afterwards; I.was very careful to 'avoid that. larges.t, and I said; "That is going to be the last." Do 
But there are omissions which occasion embarrassments you know why? Because I wanted to have the best to look, 
in life, and they diminish- the. enjoyment of the day and forward' to!. That is just exactly wpat the LOrd does. 
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: '~The path cif the just is as the.shining light, that shineth !\l'ay the Lord 'put o~i' feet. in the path:of the just, 80 
more and more unto the' perfect day." ,And' if you take 'th,at we may he sure of the. better things in days to come. 
Him into partnership, and· submit all your -concerns to .. , . Let 'i1s pray. ! 

lJim, you win find.th~t '~e-will have .something .better. on ,. We tpank Thee, 0 Lora: for the.bif.irutude ofTlly, sup~, 
Monday than· He had, on ,Sunday, and-better on Tuesday plies. Thy storehouses' are like the. storehouses of Joseph 

, than He 'ha~ 011 Monday." A~J:4' 1;J()the',f~s~ ,'Y~ll pr.,ggress, .- that were so ,filled' that ,II;~ l~t they left ·numbe~. 89' 
.. until by and by 'when the end of'the' journey is reached, Tho~ .art a~le always to ~upply all our. needs·. a..ceoroing-~ 

d II '" . ," . . . f'th T - ...... b Thy ·rIches In glory by Chnst Jesus. We pray that Thou wIlt 
an wea sltjo~a~tliem~r~Ia.ge.supper~ ... e::wu , ltelp us e_ve,r, to. walk withTh,.~,,!lnd.to receive lrom .. !fhy 
then I·'am sure.wIth·one· VOIce we S'hal~ exclaIm: Thou hand those things .which Thou dost choose for us., We ask 
hast~ept the·go~d·Wirie:~ht~J.·now.'" . it in Jesus' Namt!, 'Amen. ' . ' •. 

, ; ; I':.:::' :, . . ... 

·THE :'~'G,R.EAT 
Ch~pter Ten'in the Hist~ry of the Battle for the'Bible Among 

. ':'. .' Baptists of Ontario and Quebec' . : 

By Dr. T.~. S~~elds 

I N LAST week's chapter "1 . subniitted- Dr. :ROOOl't: Classics at· McM,~ter·University. And.,thatposition sbe 
M~C~ul'~.iuialYsis of'the. teachi!lIP>f ~r~f.e~sor:'ErD.est held' a~. the ti~eof Jhe·l~nventioj}. or 1927.: " . 

W. farsons. ·."w.Ei,_hav.e not,fiAisM4,.wi~p their teachings, . W~ile ;M;iss Clark was 'a f~ne sch,Olar, she was fi·rist:of. 
yet, put when· ·we)lave subIpitted. the teac~ings of Foster, all a· devoted .'(:hris~ian, arid s'lie 'had con~eived' of a pro-' 

. '. Parsons, .Cross, iMa=t'hews, and 'Marshall, .we sh'all try t~ fes80rship -in McMaster University" as an..opportunity for 
· give a brief anaiYtical summary of:alr of them; in a.nswer- larger Christian servic,e. . . _ '. _ 

_ ing the' question whether or' not we "\:Vere justified.,,in 1 :pri.n~ ag~in. ~he ~sOl~tion 'whieh was .·passed at the 
· protesting 'agaJ~lst McM:a:sf-er Univeriiity!sf~lse .teaching.- ' morning 'sesslon 'of ~Friday; 'October 14th, -"1927; 'whi'ch" 

. ·In·the'meantime we·have'mu.ch:obher·ground to 'COver.. was as follows':' .. -1 .'., ...... :-: " 

A~q before an~lyzing, the .~o~~ of '9ro~s, .Mathews, "Rev.. W. C: Smalley, B.A., Ottawa, moved the foilOMng: . 
and othe~, we deSIre to p~y trIbute· 1(0 one who, In respe~t .. 'In view of the resolution dealing Witlh the conduct 'and 
to these matters, Itas done f~r me ~at . Dr. McCaul dId_ at~itude of churches In t'he Convention, . passed on October 
respecting. the teaching of· FoS'ter and Parsons. , 13th, 1927, . , '. .,.. ' ',-

'Feeling it. wa's' impos~ible 'fot:'me to find time to go " 'Be, It r~solved ·th·!l't in 'the opinion o!. this Conventi'On 
th "'" til bo k f th'· 'all lth' h 1 the ·conduct 'and attItude 'Of the Jal"V').s Street Baptist 

_ l'QUgll , e 0 ~ 0 . ese me~ per!,!~n y,- a o~g, Ohurch, Toronto, 'ate ·not in .. harmony and coopera,tion 
had _gone ~hro!Ig\i the:m, y~rs ago, 1 ,~~ugh~ .. t~e .~.ld, of . wit'!!- t~e wor~ a~d_ ul?,j~. of t;Q,is ~~yeilt!Q.n" .. alld. that. .. , 
Dr. Olive L. Clark, who wntes t1).e Sunday E!chool lesson the ~ald churoh sh~ll cease to, ~. enbtled to send ~ny 

· for t~is paper, and" who is Pr,ofessor. of ~Teek in Tor~n~o. de!,eg'a:tes, to the sau~ Conyentio~. " . 
Baptist 'Seminary. ,The story 1 'am . about to relate wIll "Mx. Harry. L, Star~, Toront~, seco.n4ed t~e motion. 
'stretcli forward to a dale ,between 1926 and 1930. Both ~r, .SmaUey 'and Mr. Stark spoke In support of 

• '. . '.J t'he resolution,". . , , 

Olive L. Clark, M.A., Ph.D. This'resolution.was carri~ by 532 for and 217 against. 
,The resolution decla~ing that Jarvis Street was n~ With the passage of, that resolution the ·Jarvis Street 

longer eligi'ble to send. delegates'to the: Convention,. was delegates ceased to h:a~e any place in the Convention. 
passed 'at the Corivention of 1927. At that time 1 had (Becau·se of the unsatisfactory conditions i)btaining iiI·' 
never met Miss Olive 'Clark. 1 ~had. heard of her, but the ,Convention due to the teaching cif McMaster Uni­
knew very Httle about her. Years before, 1 had ,known . versity; Jarvis 'Street Church contributions that year 
her father, a conspicuous singer and choral leader- in were less "than formerly because part ~f our 'mi~ion 
Hamilton, Ontario. 1 'knew him to be a great friend of' funds were diverted to definitely Evangelical C'Clhann~s. 
the. principles for which we were standing, and that his Notwithstanding, the year Jarvis 'Street Church was 
daughter, M-iss Olive; :was an asS'istant in the Classics reckoned to be "not in harmony and 'c9-0peration with 
Depa.r(mentof McMaster University. 1 was'inf9rmed -the work and objects of this Convention" Jarvis Street 
that Miss Olive WIilS anything put friendly toward us, Church contributed more to Convention funds (over 
and that when she was going home, THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS $10,000) thanOany church in the COnvention, but ·two.) , 

.- was put ou't of sight, so 'as to .avoid· discussion. That is Spontaneously that afternoon, the' delegates and a very 
all 1 knew about Miss 'Clark.' . large number of people, gathered at Jarvis Street Church . 

. The following is what 1 later learned .. about her: She' At this po·int we :.return to the story of Miss Olive 
was evidently an unuosually brilliant· 'scholar, an'd won . Clark. She had been engaged with her University duties 
thoirteen scholarships in her collegiate 'work in Hamilton. in the morning, but planned to attend the IConvention in 
:aut ail t~ese 'scholarships were for Toronto University. the 'afternoon: She was standing at the intersection of 
Miss Clark had long enterta'ined an ambition to, be.' a Bloor and Church Street's waiting for a car to .go east' 
professor of Classics on the staff. of McM'aster, University. ,/ to Temple Church. At the same spot a group of: women 

· Therefore, she sacrificed' 'all.' scholarshipS., and took her were gathered, waiting for a car 'going south, th'at would 
. university work in McMaster, 'obta'ining a Bachelor's de- ta'ke them to Jarvis Street Church. They freely talked 
gree, and later a Mas·teJ.:,'s·degree.' ,Some time after, 'we among themselves of the exclu·sion of Jarvis Street 
do not know how "l'Ong, she was appoinfed an assistant in Church from the 'Convention at the ·morning session. 'She 

,. 
. ~... .. . . ..... • • .: .... 't •. ' •• '._ 

. . ~. " .. ;: < .' ' .. 
.~-.' .. ~.; .;.- .... :- ..... 

. . ~ ~ ... : 
. ·· ..... :· .... ,.:t ..... ,:,. '. ..i· . . ~ ~. ,. 

.......... 



\ 

I 

!2 (,,36) THE GOSpn WITNESS and PROTESTANT ADVOCATE January 2,2,1953 

was not eavesdropping l but she could not help hearing the volume "Creative Christianity" with the sub-title, 
the conversa'tiori, and it seemed'to her that the report "A Study of the Genius of the Christian Faith" "by DR. 
they were discuss'ing' could not pos'sibly be true. She GEORGE CROSS, published by MacMiHan, 1922; and a 
therefore decided to go down to Jal"V'is Street instead . further work, "The A'ttitude oi-the Modern Theologian 
of going to 'Temple Church. She was not known to any Toward Jesus Christ," by DR. JlGEORGE CROSS, Pro­
of the women en route to J'arvis Street, nor were they. fes'sor of Systematic Theology, Rochester Seminary, reo 
known to 'her. She went into the large Lecture Hall where' printed from

l 
The Biblical World, Vol. 47 No.1, January, 

the meeting was to be held, found a seat somewhere 1916. . 
among a crowd that filled the place. Everybody was We shall later "submit" analyses of the teacbing of 
happy. Nobody complained. No one.seemed to be sorry. PROFESSOR I. G. MATHEWS, and of the teaching of 
Miss 'Clark listened to everything, and was tremendously PROFESSOR L. H. MARSHALL, none of which will be 
impressed. based upon what -students have reported 'hearing, but· 

As she left the huilding a great inward struggle began. upon their own published works. ' 
It was as though the Lord Himself came to her, and said, We feel sure that what we have written 'Of Dr. Olive 
"Now, OHve, you must make your choice. W'hiC'h shall L. ,Clark's .. scholastic standing will Gommand respect for 
it 'be? Your Lord, or McMaster University?" That in- that which she has selected from the books· of these 
ward struggle continued for.'several days. She 'asked no Professors: ' 
one's ad{,ice, but did speak to one minister of the battle In all his works Professor George ,Cross as'sumes that 
that' was going on within.' The is'sue of that st~ggle 'he and all who believe with him are intellectually 
was that within three or four days of J'arvis Street superior to the common man. Such pride of intellect as' 
Church's exclus'ion from the 'Convention, Miss Clark re- breathes through everything P.rofessor Cross has written, 
signed her connection with McMaster UniversIty. ,'suggests that 'he is a complete stranger to' the humble 

In the Autumn of that year, 1928, Miss Clark responded mill9-. 
to our invitation to join the Seminary 'Staff !is a full- .' BeforE', setting ,out the quotations from his works, which 
time Professor. It was her plan' to pursue her studies Dr. ,Clark has selected, or our, comments upon those quo­
in 'Toronto University, and to matriculate into the course tations, we would ,like to call our readers' attention to 
,for Ph.D. But she found she 'had to pursue ,her studies the Luciferian pride which shows in almost every sen­
for two years because the academic standing of Toronto tenee .contained in the selections following. 

, University was much higher than tnat of McMaster. After We set out a' quotation from pages ten 'and eleven of 
two 'years' further.study;--,she 'was offered the Master's the foreword 'Of Creative Christianity: 
degree in Toronto University. But 'having received it " 
from McMa~ter, s'he did not want to take the M.A. de- , From "Creative (:hristianity" 
gree a, second time. However, 'she was credited with her "Ecclesiastical 'and doctrinal 'reconstruction are particu-
standing, and began, 'h~r work for the doctorate. She larly impertative if the mUltitudes of educated young people - ... 

d th t t f I I t · D' th t t' issuing from our schools and colleges. are to find a c'On-
pursue a " 0 a success u comp e IOn. urmg a Ime genial home in our Chrl'stian churches. Owing to the char-
she took a summer course in Chicago University underacter of the -tl',"aining, to YV1!ich they have been~subject aU 
,the leading classical scholars Qf the Continent., the way from the kindergart6'n to the u-niversity graduate 

'The course for Ph.D. in Toronto was very difficult. school,the ri'ati~e cast of mind in Which their religious life 
Many had begun the course, but at the time Dr. 'Clark is t'O receive its moulding is S'O Vlastly different from -that 

in which we and our ,fathers approached reUgious questions 
began, nDt one had ever completed it i'n the' more th'a~ that, cost what it may to our fe~1ing.g, we must make up 
one hundred years of the history of Toronto University. o~r mind that their interpretation pf the. Chl'istian' faith, 
Candidates for the .degree 'had found it so difficult that as·of life in general, wrll be very different from that which 
before comp'leting their course, they ha!!l. gone off to :Yale, was given to us 'by the fathers.' The possibility of winning 

and holding these young people. for the Ohristian faith de­
or Harvard,or·Johns Hopkins, or Chicago, where trey pends very much on the frankness and courage with which 
found the requirements less exacting. . \ th'Ose of us who 'are familiar 'and sympathetic with their 

In t'he year in which "Dr. Clark received 'her Doctorate, training and perceive clearly the character of the questions 
'there was"'one other from Halifax, who was unable to be they must face shortly, make up our minds to tell the whole 

truth, as we see it, pla:inly'and kindly, 'leaving ,t'he outcome 
, present, and his degree was co'riferred in absentia, so that to the God of truth. For, be-it remembered, these young 
Dr. Clark was the first person in its more' than one pe'Ople are to be the guides,of the 'great masses,of humanity 
hundred~years of history to have the degree conferred in many Ilands in the daY'S that are n!>w com}ng ~o swiftly 
actually. By Toronto University. ' ' , upon .us, when 'all tQ.e ,~f.les of t'he earth wIll mmgle and 

'. . . ' . seek a common leadershlp. 
We have wrItten all thIS' 'lD order that our readers may , 

know something 'of the academic qualifications of the ~. In the foregoing quotation w'e have set 'some lines in 
ProfesSdrs.of Toronto Baptist Seminary. • " italics. " ' '" 

Fbr ,many years' Dr. ,Clark has contrihuted. the Exp:osi- The assumption, ~ere is tha~ the schools ,~-day .tr~in 
tion' of the Sunday School Lesson in THE GOSPEL WIT- young people to, r.~Ject the sCrIptures and the, ChrIstIan 
NESS and we have received numeroU's expressions of ap- gospel. Dr. Cross speaks of the 'poSsibility of holding 
preci~tion from minis,ters some of them quite'proniin- these young peopl~ '''for ,the Christian faith". If he had 
ent,' and others, \¥ho :ha;e said that 'her exposition is said "'for th~ p:ofessing chl!-rch" there. might have been 
among the very best things they find in the paper. The sOme sense In '~t. But he IS not h'Oldmg them for' the 
fact is 'Dr. Clark is as a great many minis'ters 'are not Christian faith 'by absolutely destroying the faith. And 
a real theologian." , in this brief paragraph Professor Cross assumes that -it ' 

This was the scholar to whom'J submitted the volume is "the young people" wh'O are demanding the denial of 
"The Theology of SChleiermacher", iby GEORGE CRO'SS: ,everything which he proceeds to deny in order, to hold. 
Ph.D., D.D., University of C'hi~ago Press, 191.1, for them for "·the Chri'stiaIi faith". As a matter of fact, the 
analysis; and al'so the book, ,"What Is Christianity?'! by leaders of present-day'heresies are nqt young people. 01,lr 
GEORGE CROSS, publishedl"in'Rochester in 1917; also hope of 'revival and of the continuance of the Christian 

,\ 



" January 22, 1953 THE GOSPEL WITNESS and PR.OTESTANT ADVO~TE (637) 13 

faith is in our young people. The outstanding heretics, . 
li.ke Cross, are any,thing~t young,and were anything 
but young when they began their nefarious propa-ganda 
of unbelief. We have observed it-in a long experience 
as a P·astor. It is when men hecome professionalized, be­
come ecclesialstics, mere d~nominational, or college, offi­
cials, when they fail to ,maintain their walk with God, and, 
separating themselves from the actualities of life, make 
excl,l.rsions, as Douglas McIntosh says of Foster, into the 
realms 'of doubt: it is the older men who are out of fel­
lowship with God, "soulish (or ·sensuous) having not the 
Spirit"; who are the leaders in the propagation of un­
belief. I '. \. . 

We have met no heretics among the younger men, ex­
cept such as were made heretics in college by such men 
as .:Cross and Foster. But men who have gone into the 
Christian ministry, and have walked with God, and been 
partakers of the power of the Holy Ghost, and ha'Ve fai;trh~ 
fully preached the gospel of God's grace, and have seen 
people by 'the hundreds; and perhapa in some cases ,by 
the thousands, converted to God, and their lives com­
pletely transformed - men who are exercising a ministry 
of that sort are never tempted to a:dopt the tenets of 
Moderni'sm. 

Cross Does Not Believe in Jesus as "Christ" 
But it will be 'seen in the quotations which we print 

from Dr. Cros's" that he not only did not' b"elieve in the 
divine inspiration of the scripture, he did not beHeve in 
Christ as the .Messiah, or the Son of God, and iSI even 
doubtful whether Ghri'st ever lived at all. And this sort 
of, thing he passes out in the name of scholarship; and a 
loOt ,of .people ove,rawed Iby the high-soundirng word are 
afraid to answer,. anp are, themselves, swept off their 
feet. . 

But an analysis of Cross' works will show that he has 
not reached these outrageous conclusions by the fresh 
discove.ry of some ancient and hitherto unknown manu­
script: all these things are 'h~ls own philosophisings, his 
own attempted interpretations of what is written. They 
are, indeed, the wild imaginings of an evil heart of un­
belief. These men put Tom Paine, and Volta~re, once 
notorious infideIs, in the shade by" their blatant and:' 
blasphemous unbelief. . 

And let it be rememhered that- while they were writing 
these hooks, and deli.vering these lectures, their salaries . 
were being paid out of funds dedIcated to the propaga-
tion of the ,Christian faith. . . 

It I.~ Time For Pla~ Speaking 
We must ·speak pl,airily and hijmestly. In the paragraph 

albove quoted, Profes'sor Cross says ·forthe sake of these 
young people we must "make up our minds to tell the 
whol'e truth," as though the telling of the truth would 
be sure to destroy' Christian faith. Such im ~ssuinption 
i~ an infamous lie. 'Thousands of men of":l....8cholarship 
superior to that of Profes's'or 'George Cross, men of far 
greater intellect, have believed the truth. One cannot 
deal with such purveyors of infidelity without frankly' 
saying that they are not ,gentlemen. They 'are not even 
honest men, They derive their support from a supposedly 
Christian institution, and then exercise themselves to the 
.utmost to destroY' the very foundations upon which the 
institution rests. " ' .. 

We make no apology for th~s speaking of these men; 
We cannot regard them as merely 'amiable and mistak;en 
gentlemen. Tlhey are outrageous ·sinners, who 'by nearly 

.. 

every word they write, call God a liar, and do their utmost 
to destroy human faith in Him. To us they "are as heathen 
men and pu,bHcans. Th~y ar~ indeed reprobate, for they 
"crucify the Son of God #resh, and put him to an open 
shame." . For this is the record of their downward course, 
"even as they did not like to .retaill God in their knowl­
edge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind." And 
ag~i"n: "Having a form of godliness, -but denying the 

,power thereof: from such turn away. For of this sort 
are t~ey which creep into houses, and lead captive silly I 
women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, ever 
.learning' and never abl~ ~ come to the knowledge of the 
truth. Now as Jannes and Jamibres withstood Mose's, 
so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, 
reprobate concerning' the fa~th." Once more: 

"Examine' yourselves, whether ye !be in the faith; prove 
your own selves. Know ye not yoOur own .selves, how· that 
J:esus Christ is in you, except ye -be reprobates?" "TJnto 
the pure all ·thin'gsare pure; ibut urnto them .that are de­
filed atld unbelieving is nothing 'pure ; but even their mind 
and cop-science is defiled. 'They profess th'at they know 
God; ibut in works they deny h.im, 'being aJbominaJble, and 
disorbed~ent,aiD.d unto every good woOrk reprobate." 

QUOTATIO~S FROM "WHAT IS 
. , CHRISTIANITY?" 

. (By George Cross, Rochester, 1917) 

Selected by Olive L. Clark, M.A., Ph.D. 

Preface, page vii.-"The aim of . this work is too 'assist 
the 1ntemgent Ohl"isti'an layman and the minister who 
have felt the need of revising their doctrinal inheritance 
to reach a more s'a'tisractory inlerpretation of the Christian 
faith." . 

p. 4-"The-root of the controversy. (between Judaism and. 
Ohrristd'anity) loay in 'fue question whether Ithe fB!ith in 
Jesus did not represent rthe true Judaism. And now, after 
the lapse of. all the intervenina centuries, it is still an 
open question whether, after all, it was not misleading to 
call Jesus the Christ. (p. 5) Did not Peter's confession in­
troduce into the minds of Jesus' followers a misconception 
of the character and· purpose of Jesus'! In assigning to 
him the character and PU1'pose of the Jewish Messiah did 
it not pervert his true aim and theirs'! . And has not the 
Christian faith been burdened 'With beliefs in cO,nseque'lice' 
from which it still seeks relief'!" 

This surely is 'an astounding statement. The Christian 
Church from the apostolic era until now 'has been uni­
formly wrong, and it is misleading to call Jesus "Christ". 
Peter's confession gave a false conception to the followers 
of Jesus, and thus it 'has been·a burden to Christian faith 
~ver sInce! One really wonders if this Professor is mad. 
Only let it he remembered that u~til nineteen 'hundred 
and ten he was a Professor in McMaster University, and 
even during tJte time of 'our 'great controversy he wa'S 
welcomed as' a lecturer, and as a preacher in at least one 
of our {~urches. Against this we must set the scripture: 
"He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And 
Simon Peter an'swered and said, Thou art th~ Christ, the 
Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto 
him, Blessed 'art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood 
hath. not revealed it unto thee, ibut my Frujiher which is 
in 'heaven." . -

In his 'Sermon at Pentecost, speaking of David, Peter 
said: "Therefore being. a prophet, and knowiJig· that God. 
had sworn with an .oath to him; that of the fruit of: hi's 
loIns, according to the flesh, he would raise up ·Christ to 
sit on his throne ;·he seeing. this hefore spake of.the resur-

I 
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reetioil of"Cl;l.rist, that his:soiil was nofleft ih hell, neither. ciplEf he repudiates· has· . been. the" e<iinmon ·Christian be-' .;:; ,-
his' flesli did' see' eoriUption:' This Jesus hath God raised- Hef until j'recent tim'es;;: ' ... " .'. ,. ' '. - . 
, ~p, ~h~reOf. we ./l.re all :witnesses, -Therefo.re being py the - ': .-' " " , , 
right bnd of- God exalted, and h'aving received, of ;the p. 36--Re lricarrw,tion and qoming of Christ to this earth: "F!ourt'hly, Christilan 'Apocalypti'cism has,the merit of ·stand-

· Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, 'he Dath shed 'f9rth ing for ·the supreme .worth 'of .. !the personality of Jesus 
, this, .which ye now see and hear. ' For David is not Christ as',lnterpretwtive of·'lJhe worth of ,our,human person­

ascended iriio' the'· Iheavens:' but he sai·th hi:mself, The amy and as the divine 'ideal wihich is .to conql.uir the world; 
. But by 1 egaraing. 1;r.im ,as· coming into our·,world in unnat'7 

· Lord said unto my. Lord, 'Sit ·thou on 'my right· hand,. ural ways from Wi-tho!-'t, as accepting, our ear.thly condi,tion. 
until I make thy foes ·thy30otstool. Therefore let aU the only 'f(Yf' an interval and' as now . occupying a realm aZto-. 
ltciuBe ,of Israel kriow' assuredly, that God .1,I.ath made' that' . gether difft:;rent fr.om. ours, #is open to-the cl!-ar.ge· of 'mak-, ' 
same Je8U8, whom ye have crucified, both Lor~ and ing him appear Zikci':an accident in 1iuman',h~~tory, and. in. 

C
'J....:.t." ...... , . . . '. ,the end as havi-n,g onlY,a pa,rti:al kinship with ,'14" :DIJe out-.. 
, •• - . ... . come must be '.iI. loss' of 'ixmfidence in ··the value of the' hope 
According ,to Cross,- Peter was all wrong! The world of being like him here." . ',. '. : . . . . 

~" . ':' : ... ; ~ h8.d tQ·;Waiffor:,q.eorge.-,:Cross:~o<pqtdt right.L:And ~g!l-hi,: . THE.-INcARNiTION: ;.To."rega'r.tl··Chrlst· "as'- c~ining.:into '. : ' 
'''And str~i~htway he (Saul, or Paul) preached··Christ in' . our world in unnatural ~ays {rom' without,,'partially de- ,-

..... "': . 

, PIe synagog~e;,~at he is the '.·So'n--ot God."·· And ~o' all. 'st~OYs' His kinSliip 'with"us;' "rr-lils; of cob..rs~, is an' implicit .,' . .­
, . -' the way through. the N ew Tes~ament. ... We may. we~1 w~n- denal, of ·the Virgin, :~Urth, of His Dei.ty, .and of the whole 

der what sort· of preachers of the' gospel 'such teaC~lDg truth of the Incarnation" .' . . ". 
:"'." ~'!~ as :this·.-would· or"could cproduce:"-~Did··SUdh .outrageous uo-' .:- ..•. .':' '-."" Y" ':' '':'.:"".' ".;' .. " .. ,-' ".,'. ',' .-~, : :,' : . 

. • . ? W ~ ·th th rd f p. 115-Re Rat.onalV3m: '''That there !have-been forms 
bebef JustIfy ouz: protest ·e answer WI e wo 0 of rationaHsm fuat ,to the 'minds of their 'advocates were 
,Sc~ip.ture : . ··!Wh~t. co~m~ni~n hJ1.th. I.ig:t}.t ~th .dar,k!!ess?, synonym0ll;s w}ifu~ religious- unbeI-ief is .l).9t. to. -be· di~puted. 
And what concord hath Chnst Wl·th BelIal? or what, part "," But In l).istory .1;hex:~ ,has (~ppeare4 also ~not-h,er -type 
hath he that beiieveth:With an infidel?" ~ of rational·ism tba,t."h:as .so9gt~t to~ be f~en~y to religion, 

" .and 'partIcularly to ,Phl'lstlamty, ... ~ ,~ationabsm that pro-· 
p. 27--;-Re accounts of miraG'/!-lous, angelic messengers, 

voices from -the sky' etc. These accounts are taken 'as 
· e~amples of ApocalYPMcisni, 'and not- to be taken as true 

fesses, not ,to 'destroy, but to' fulf1-l fai;th by fireeing it from 
the influence of ideas tll'af,s'eemed 00' confuse and corrupt·· 
it. . There has been 'and there is '.a: ·rationaH~ that seeks 

:" 0""' ... 
. ,rec,(Yf'dB, "Or ag~in,. if we'take the. '~ccounts,of 'his,.mdnis- . 

trY; tIJi-ey 'are 'stUdded wi,th oceurrtmces of i'ntervention from 
another, world. . A not-alble instance is the transfiguration. 
'We quote from Mark: And 'after six days .... ' Jesus only 

to minister to, fai-th ~y insisting . that the f!.tterances. of re­
Zillion shall harmonize. with the' cano'!Z8 of. ',thou!!ht."· >' . '.'. " 

. ' ~,' 

R:ATIONALISM : . The Christian faith is to, be rationalized 

.' with themselves. .' 
-. . ~his manner 9'f na'1'l'ation is qui,te, generally, characteris­
. tic of the ·whole· of the ac~u,nts: ,Of!. 'J'esus' career ... cThey 

"by inSisting that the utter/l.nces !){ religion shall :har~ 
monize with'the, canons or::thought". Once -more: .what.· .. ' 

. 'carions-~ What .thought?· WnoS:e thott'ght·? .' The 'great . 
scholar, 'Saul of Tarsus, said: "I verily thought with· my-are cast in· the moZd'~of Ii belief in heavenZy apocalypses . 

. ,Evf1T1/thing i8 cpnceived 17!oira~Zo~lY." i. self, that .I~otight to do, milny things- contrary to the, name 
of 'Jesus of Nazareth".' . Later he declared that such • 
spiritual weapons as' were employed b.rought· "every 

:' The 'accou'I)ts' of' the' uii~isti-y of Christ -,jare $tuddeci' 
with occurrences of intervention from another world". 

'Th;is:'ls Dr. CroS'S" objec;tion. He goes not believe in the, 
supernatur~ eit~er in the quality of' $Cripture itself, or 
of the ev.erits it· records. And yet is it not true that the 
'entire Bible was ·written to·,teaCh ·the very, opposite of 
what Professor ,Cross 'believes and teaches, namely that 
the Mak~!t of 'alI- worlds 'can, and does;' intervene ·in the' 

. thought -'into captivit1 to the' obedierice of ,Christ". ,He 
is the Canon. His word" must be: the Norm by whicll our 
thoug.hts are to be'regulated and appraised. Said, the 
Psalmist: "Blate thoughts: bu't thy law do I love." . 

. affairs' of m'en from'anptlIer worJ.c:i~ Is not the Bible "a' ' 
· reve.Iation ·of 'a :PeMonfllly ,transcendent 'soverelgn .~ 

Who 'is ·still the Ruler and· Preserver of 'th~, wotlds He . ;. 
made? If there "be no such "intervention"--why pray?' . 
Why a!Jk for divip,e' help in any. sphere or activity of 
human life? The granting of such help would involve 

. Ql!OTA ,!,IONS FROM, "CRE~ TIVE . • 
..' . "'-~ _C~STIANI1'Y" .. '.. .: .... -.. . 

. A Stu~yof ~e GeniUs.ofthe.pl~~ti~,Faith , 
(By Dr, Geo~e:'Cross~ publish'ed 'b~ 'Macminan: 1922) , 

'. . ," .' I I ••• 

Selected by Olive-L. Cl/wk; M.A., Ph.D. '<", 

Professor of Greek in. Toronto Baptist ISeminary 

.an·"interVention . froiJi alfother' world", in Wb-iCh possi- pp. 10, 1i-In the Foreword Dr. Cross 'i~d1cates his pur-
biity, and ·i~deed, 'histQri¢l; ~lJld experiential actu~ity:, __ pose if} f./~ewriting, 9.f. the I~k: '.. ',...'. ' .. ' _., 

~~ -. hoWever:thank~Godi:most_-of us belieVe." : ''0: . • "It IS not' to', be"successf1:llly'disputed: 'tha~'we'-are 'at ffie ..... 
. 'present in the midst 'of '8,' Powerful inov~ment: nurtured by 

'pp. 32, 33-Re pZsnary inspiration of t1/;e Scriptures: "Ina ya·riety of spiritual tendencies current among ,intel:ligerit 
one other !l'espect Apocalypticism persists 'among' Protes- people, loolcing to the remaking of the funns !in which our 
tams. Their repudiation of '8Jl 'immanent authority in the Protestantism 'has traditional:ly expressed its inner life. 

Ecclesiastical a~d doctrinal reconstruction are particularly 
church in favor of the plena·ry inspiration' of the Scriptures imperative if the multit.udes of educated young people issu-
tended ~ esta!bli~ in the .~t~tant dhuro~es the view that ing from our schools and .. colleges are to find a congeniaZ 

("the, saVIng truth of rehglon IS commun',cated to. :men home in our Christian -c1/;urches. 
through. supernatural, channels ·of·tr.ansm'I!Bionwh,ch- are'.' ... ' .'.' ' . ~, "',' " .... ." '. .... ,'.' ,-- " ..... 
not stfb;ect to th,e canons of !'ur (Yf'di~ry thinking. . I~ -is Here~ is a quotation which I have made elsewhere, in 
o~~ In re?:n't ltim~, that thqs feature of ApocalyptlClsm which our author insists that the Christian faith must be 
has been glvmg way. . 'd ted t th It·t d fl· .. . c accommo a 0 e mu lues 0 young peop e lssulng 

Dr. ICroSs does not believe saving truth to be communi-· ftom our 'Schools and colleges. And all this to meet "a 
cated through supernatural channels of' transrirission variety of spiritual tendencies current among inteUige1iJt 
"which are not subj~ct to the .canons· of ou.r ordinary people.",· Observe the ~se of the weapons of ridicule and 
thinking". What canons? Whose canons? Wh.o·is to 'be contempt implied in the continual exaltation of a sli·p­
the judge? According to 'ICroSS the SCripture is· not posed intelligentsIa: a contemptuous sneer is directed 
div.iDl~ly inspired~ He admits, however, tllat the prin- against all who are' si-mple enough to. believe the Bible. . . . . 
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"'" " .... ... . God .pity us,..:Lfor ~ccording to· Cross·'lIe cannot help tis-·' .w~re first )ltt~ed. It is evetl. Possible--;,and we :can s·ay'it 
if the colleges' of which Cross is so proud monopolize the with .the very deepest rev.ereitce for him in our' Hearts-

. 1m 1 f '"'. If . d th b that i/ all th,e teachings 0/ Jesus were brought together 
· ow :ed·g'~ 0 tii~ way to H.eaven! , In ,eed. ere e. a in'the exact form in which he gave them,' there might be ' 

Heaven! What utter nonsense this is! Will educated found among them some that would not commend. them­
young ·people be content with mere negations i Will .th'ey selves as /i.xed and final to the faith 0/ the most intpZZigent 

· "finei a. congenial home in any ~Christian" <!hurch, 'w!hi~h . and. devout Ohristiq;ns 0/. the P":e~ent. day!' ..' ... 
is chiefly employed in shoutIng from the housetop!! what' On the authority of scripture it is plainly 'im,plieP, that-
'i t does not believe? tqe so·-ca11ed teachings of· Jesus are utterly' unreliable. . 

p. ll-The n;a,tive qast of mind 'tn Which -their ·~eligioU"s Il,is eVen possibl~ that if we had all the ~c~~ngs of. " 
life is ,to receive ·iftsmoulding""is so· vastly different from Jesus Ibrougltt ·tOgether, they could not find acceptance! 
that in which we 'ana o.ur fathers appr:oaCihed relig-iousOnce more, not;e the qualification fur understanding,' ."of 

. ·questIons -that, cost what it may to c.ur ·feeHngs, we must ·the most="intelligent 'and devout Ch"ristifU}sof the pi'eseni 
make up our mind th-at -their interpretation of the Chris- , 

: .0',. 

" 

. ... . tiall faith,:as 0:( -life in general, win be, verY different from ,d·ay' .! Pe,op~e Uke 'George 9ro~! .... . . .'..' -~ .. 
. ~'" ..... < , .... ' tba.t wttich was given. to··us by 1:he·fathers7'· . The possibility' t·" P.lea:se .. remem~r·when .. th"lS .:wrlter. b.ecam'e ·P~tor ·of" _.: .. ' '.: .. 

0/ winni1J,g and holding these young people for the Christian· Jarvis Street Church, Dr .. Cross was still'a Professor in "-
. ..'" !!,:i"~J:!. ·dep~m9s .:y~ry much_.,?n "the .fX:9-~k!les~ .,a~d cQu.r/!.ge. ;McMaster·,University,'Was there ·is there still' any·jusU': ., . - • 

with which those of us Wno· are familIar 'and sympathetic fi ·bI d f·· . 't h' I' 't jI...·el· f 
with -t'heir traini.ng and perceive. clearly\ the character of . a· e.-gr~?n. 0 p~~e~t ;a:s:ams su~. v~~,?- ,~n ;,~nu .Ie • 
the questIons they must face shortly, make up our minds .. as thIS beI~-g taught III a .'supposed~y .Chrls~an IllS~Itu-. 

t"' r· .','; ,.-tp, tell tile. !Whole; .tr.uth;·'as. we see::.tt,:,pla'inlY:and ·k!itdly, . mon; even thoughsuch"PROTESi'·MIGHT'-PRECIPITATE U!DH·E '... ..... . 
,. leaving th~ outC?me -to the God of truth." TRAGEDY OF -SCHISM"? SURELY EVEN .THAT WERE TO BE· 

.. 

," . 

p. 24-Discusslng modern trends he ,says: Secondly, there P S UAL DEAT' -. 
is the· ft;ndamental .s¢Emtif-ic and, phHosophic contention. REFE~lUID TO . PPUT . .' H~ " .. :,. .'. 
that there. can be .no genuine knowledge of this universe ' .... G···· \. . . ." ' .. 
in which we·:must live OUT life, except on' the presupposition p. 3,9-Re Hl8to.".mty .o{. ospels aM M'racl~. Whel);the 

. of the immanency, permanency and integrated ·unity of -the que:sbon Of. tJ.te hlstonClty of the ~s If! nq,w raised 
'forces and laws of·the universe. '(Here Dr. Cross ·showsi among, us It ~s .meant tc? ask wh~her cer.t~n PUflPOrted· . 
the influence of ,Schleiermacher). This is now becoming a ey~nts of those days, .Whlch are qUite unparall«;led in o~r 
cOmmon inuim of .the schools. In consequence, every one times .and would certamly. no~ be a~epted as pl!110 accounts 
so trained must place a note 0/ interrogation alter .aZr the of r,ea.:l occurrences by many mtelhge,nt people, -/ t~e events 
·biblical-accounts o/·miri1.cles OJ , , •• .. ..- ~.' were represented. as cont~porary With.our own. t,metI, 9an . 

. -' , be accepted as accounts 0/ matters 0/ fact 0/ that tIme 
A certain·view which 'he quotes'froiD Schleiermacher(-p,.40) . .or 0/ any t'",!-e.: Here.ds the plain question: Oan we 

".. bee ~' • f th h·l I'" belIeve, as these wntmgs. seem to -affinn, that the natural 
. IS. now . omI~g a common mruCl"m 0 e '8C 00 s.; n "Order :and connection of events which 'are universally 
'c~msequ~nce, every o~e SO .tr~:ined mus~ 'pl~c~.a note. of 'accepted 'among educated:· peOple Of our day were non­
interrogation· ·af,ter·alI the biblical accounts of miracles." exist.ent in'.thos·e days or that this'·system,'ii"11f: did exoist"in 
Whoever g<ffi·s to school therefore' :will be 'Sure to deny ,those. days, ·,:,,~s broken Into from wi:tho~t for a spec1:al pur-

. ..'. ..' , . . pos~, even l·f that ,pu:rpo&e .was the bl"ghest. conceIvable? 
the mIracles I~ th.e (}~rlstIan. revelatIon!' T~at means, The!·traditional 'B.-pologetdcal' answer to this latter question' . 
qf courSe,. t<>o deny. the' possibility of·the new birth. That has been in the affinnative, but :the answer by sci.entifi­
means that we cannot te)1 a poor sinner that the record of cally ~raA.ned college men 0/ today is as distini;tly· in ~he 
his guiltcaJl be -hlot~d out;·that we may not promise'him, negatw~: ./ 
~:hat he may become a n~w· creation in Christ Jesus. That THE HISTORICITY OF THE GOSPELS AND MIRACLES: ·"They 
would be a mi.racle, and it is "a common· maxim· of the 'would cerla:inly not"" be accepted as plain accounts of real 
school'S" that there are no miracles. ' . occurrences by many - please. note - INTELLIGENT 

Quotations fr()m Chapter ·1 .... The -Method of Sfudy 
" .. "' ... p. .. 30":""ReChristian: doctrme: . "The history· of Ohristian ' 

doctrine. and practice has made it clear :that both the for­
.. 'mu-Iations of· Christian: dogmas. -and confessions of· faith 
, , . and the ,es.tabHshment of saCrameritsw~recalled forth by 

speci!al circumstan~es ·and were meant :to serve s~\al 
purPoses that no longer obtain ·Q.mong multitudes of Ohris-
tian people. ' . 

· Here we are told Christian -doctrine, the formulation 
. of 'Christian. dogmas, . and confessiOns of faith, and the 

,. establishment of sac'raments,··were called. forth by speeiai 
circumstances of the past; but they have now become 
obsolete: At what fountain has this infallible teacher 
been drin~iIig? ,He appea~ ·to 'be perfeCtly ·sure that 
the Bible, and all that it stands for, is riot true. He has 
teache9. this conclusion, not by any' scientific eXamina­
tion. ~f ~ew. objective records, or ~tand·ar.ds, but ju"t by 
the thinking of his own conceited brain. Such 'men ougnt 
to be laughed out of -Court. 

. . p. 31-Re. Authority 0/ Scripture: "AcCompanying the 
. growing dissatisfaction with the creeds of ·the cburohes. as 
standards of Christian faith and with the view toh'at the 
Bible in its entirety constitutes the final ·authority, there 
"has come a regressive search for <the Christian orig'inals .. 

p. 32-So that it is quite Jikely to turn. out 1:h-at the 
·order:ly and systema:tic arrangements of the so-called teach· 
ings of .Jesus might 1ssue -in giv·ing to -them a meaning 
W'h-ich they did not have and· could not have when they 

., 

people" ! They would not 'be accepted ~ "accounts of 
matters Cif" fact of that time', ~or of any ti·me."· On·e· ~W8. 
w~a.rY··of this sort ·of . thing, but here·' it :is. Dr; ''Crose 
thin"ks it is, difficult to believewhato scripture seems to '. 
af-firm "that the natural order and connection of events 
which are universally accepted among -.-:. please observe 
:...- ·EDUCATED PEOPLE of our day were no·n-existent, 
· hi those days, or that this system, if 'it did exist in those 
· days, was broken into froiD: without for a· special· pur­
pose. -Cross is intolerant of th~ idea cif diyin~ in~~en­
tion~ . "'P.he traditional· apologetic ·answer to this latter 
question 'has been in the affirmative, but the answer by 
scientifi~lly trained college men of to-day is distinctly 
in the negative". Here it is again: "Scientifi.!:ally.trained 
co~lege ·men"! Among whom we nave found- some of the 
grea'test duffers we. have ever known. 

.. . ~ 

'.p. 44-Re New Testament: "What the· GosPels' and other 
New Tesiament writings disclose to us is ·the impression 
which the career of Jesus made upon the m~nds of men 
at the time of. the wrl'ting and before." 

All the gospels give us is "the impression" made upon 
· men·of New Testament times by "the career of Jesus"! 

. - , 
p. 45-,Re Facta and the wnters 01 the· New Testament: 

"Not only so, but even if we CIOuld settle upon a reliable 
record of the observable externtal facts of W'bich New Testa­
ment records are a representation, It is by no . means cer­
tain th·a t muclr would be gained 1lI)ereby. for our religious 

./ 
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purposes." . . . When this ·point in our reflection on the 
· genius of the Christi'an faith is reached, it becomes evident 

(p. 46) that we ,are confronted at the outset ~j.th the 
. demand that. we undertake a criticaZ estimate of the worth 
of what is found ~n the New Testament." I .. ' 

We are confronted with the demand t}rat we·undertake 
"a critical estimate of the worth' of what is found, in 
the~New"Testament." Even if the New Testament is true 
and could be proved to he '80 '.'it is by no means certain 
that much would' 'be gained thereby for our religious 
purposes." 

Who is competent to form such an estimate? What' do 
these purblind men know about the things of God? But 
we suppose· that would be Dr. Cross' idea of his particular 
duty: to 'get his 'students to form a critical estimate of 
the worth ·of the gospel. What sort· of preachers would 
they then be? . 

• p. 49-"It may be t'hat wha't we 'cadI the Ch.ristian re­
ligion is just the native inner power of ,the hwrnan ,spirit 
coming into 'action in 'a disUnctive way. It may be rth3.,t the 
coming of Jesus among men released +hidden energies of 
their spirits and tba:t their action is so constantly creative 
that, so to ·say, the Chrisfilanity of today willI 'be less than 
true Christi'anity tomorrow." 

(H~re Chl'istiani:ty is conceived ,as· being merely a natural 
process). / 

What 'we call "the :Christian religion" is just "the 
native inner power of the human spirit". In other .J.ords 
it is mere humanism. Here is the grossest idolatry. It 
matters little whether the idol b~ an objective figure of 
wood, or stone or 'sil~er, or gold', 'Or 'whether it be merely 
an image of the mind - a mere ide;!. The Wo·rd of God 
complains, "These men have set up their idols in their.­
heart"; and of the m~ntal as, of the material idol it is' 

· equally true ,their votaries become like unto them. 
(To Be Continued) . 

.' ~' .... 

Not a "Glimpse" But a "Full Look" 
"Have y'ou a glimpse of 'Christ now that you are dy­

ing?" was \ the question asked· of an old Scottish saInt, / 
who, ra'ising himself, made the emphatic reply, "I'll none . 
0' your l,gli~pses now that I ani dying, since that I have 
had a full loO'k at 'Christ these forty years gane." 

A SIX·MONTHS' STORY CONTINUED 
IN THIS ISSUE 

The story of TIlE .GREAT CONTENTION 
FOR THE FAITH by Bible-believing Baptilt. 
of Canac!a, which began in· the front.page. 
article of Nov. 20, will continue in instalments 
week by week, for probably four to m montha. 

We' earnestly solicit the, co-operation of ,all 
our readers in making this, story as widely 
known as possible. In order to give currency 
to it we will send THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
containing ·.this story week. by week for the full 
time of its ·continuance - not less than six 
months - for $1.00. Send in your mbscrip. 
tion im~ediately,) and all, subscriptions will . 
begi.n with the first instalment in the. issue of 
Thursday, November 20th. 

: NEW SUBSClUPTIONS ONLY 
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FOR $1.00 . 
Address 130 Gerrard St. E., Toronto 2, Oni. 
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Special Offerfo.N.ew Su"scribe.rs 
,This paper is a printed missionary, and carriei np adverti&ementS. The regular ·issu.~s contain 16 pages. 

The Subscription price is $3.00 for 52 i~ues. WITH. EV~RY NEW SUB$.CRIPTION we will give one of the four following 
,boob as a p~mium:. . 

1 •. Blakeney's Manucil of Romiih Controversy. by Dr. R. P. BI~keney. 316 pages. 
2. Popery in Its Social Aspects. by Dr. R. P. Blakeney. 326 pages. 
·3·. 'The Prodigal.· and His Brother. or The· Adventur~s of a Modern Young Ma .... by 'Dr. T. T. Shields. 

132 pages. ' ... 
4. Th~ Priest. The Woman and The Confes~lona'. by Father Chiniquy. l~·pages. 

• All but "The Prodigal and His Brother". were out of print and 
unobtainable and were republished by "THE GOSPEL WITNESS". 

You ~ay choose anyone of the four a. a premium. If you would like 
any or all of the other liook." you may have them at one dollar each. 

ORDER FORM 
(a) piease send to the undersigned for one month's tri~1 "THE GOSPEL WITNESS". ' Q 
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enclosed. 
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